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FOREWORD 

Perhape  of  no  other  figure  in  American  tradition  have  there 
been  more  stories  written,  pictures  painted,  songs  sung  than 
of  the  American  Ked  Cross  Nurse.  She  has  personified 
courage,  sympathy  and  gentle  strength  in  contrast  with  the 
brutality  of  war.  Yet  of  her  actual  character  and  work  little 
is  generally  known. 

Here  is  her  own  story.  The  experiences  of  many  thousands 
of  nurses,  selected  from  personal  letters,  reports  and  official 
correspondence  and  recorded  in  this  history,  make  it  both  a 
source  book  of  vital  professional  significance  and  a  profoundly 
human  docmnent  For  the  first  time  there  is  properly  char- 
acterized and  described  the  magnificent  contribution  of  Amer- 
ican nurs^  in  aid  of  human  suffering,  not  only  on  the 
battlefield  but  in  all  the  heretofore  hidden  places  where  human- 
ity was  miserable  because  of  war. 

President,  American  National  Red  Cross. 
The  White  House, 
Washington, 
Xov.  1,  1922. 


INTRODUCTION 

Since  its  establishment  in  1909,  the  American  Red  Cross 
Nursing  Service  has  been  the  grateful  recipient  of  consider- 
able interest  from  the  nursing  profession  and  from  the  laity. 
Many  requests  have  come  to  National  Headquarters  for  data 
regarding  its  origin,  its  purposes,  its  organization  and  accom- 
plishment. To  the  answering  of  these  requests.  Miss  Delano 
and  her  assistants  gave  especial  care,  feeling  that  the  Nursing 
Service  could  repay  this  interest  only  by  courteous  and  intelli- 
gent acquiescence.  Nevertheless,  the  gathering  together  of  such 
data  involved  the  frequent  repetition  of  painstaking  research 
and  correspondence. 

During  and  after  the  European  War,  such  requests  were 
greatly  multiplied.  Nurses  and  laywomen  in  increasing  num- 
bers wrote  to  Headquarters  to  ask  for  information  needed  for 
preparing  papers  for  club  meetings,  speeches  or  personal  nar- 
ratives. Organizations  compiling  war  records  asked  for  his- 
tories of  Red  Cross  nursing  accomplishment ;  chroniclers  of  the 
War  Department  called  upon  the  Red  Cross  for  extensive  chap- 
ters to  include  in  the  Government's  records.  Then,  too,  the 
national  officers  of  the  Red  Cross  shared  with  the  Nursing 
Ser\'ice  the  opinion  that  a  comprehensive  history  of  Red  Cross 
nursing  service,  of  which  no  adequate  account  had  hitherto 
been  written,  should  be  compiled  for  the  use  of  individuals  and 
Chapters.  Thus  the  undertaking  which  now  reaches  fruition 
in  the  publication  of  this  book,  was  launched  in  1919. 

The  outstanding  editorial  policy  in  shaping  this  compilation 
was  the  desire  to  have  an  authentic  history  which  would  recount 
the  methods  of  work  as  well  as  the  work  itself.  By  far  the 
greatest  amount  of  material  previous  to  the  European  War  lay 
in  Red  Cross  archives,  in  the  Library  of  Congress  and  in  that 
of  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Array,  and  the  first  step 
taken  was  to  engage  an  expert  in  research,  to  assemble,  analyze 
and  classify  the  voluminous  records.  Beatrice  Copley  (now 
Mrs.  Ralph  Chapman),  M.A.,  of  the  University  of  Illinois, 
came  from  Chicago  to  perform  this  service  and  our  especial 
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tbankfl  and  reHuignition  are  due  to  her  for  the  admirable  way 
in  which  she  carried  on  her  task. 

It  was  felt  that  the  nurses  who  had  made  history  in  the  field 
should  be  the  ones  best  fitte<]  to  edit  this  book  which  records 
the  work  done.  Early  in  lOlD  an  editorial  committee  whose 
membership  was  largely  that  of  the  National  Committee  on 
Bed  Cross  Nursing  Service  was  invited  to  read  and  criticize 
the  material.  No  one  refused  to  share  the  responsibility.  The 
members  of  the  committee  are:  ]Mfll)el  T.  lioardman,  Anna  C. 
Maxwell,  M.  Adelaide  Nutting,  Annie  W.  Goodrich,  Dora  E. 
Thompson,  Julia  C.  Stimsun,  Lonah  S.  Iligbi'e,  Lucy  Minni- 
gerode,  Martha  M.  Ilussell,  Carrie  AI.  Hall  and  George  B, 
Chadwick. 

As  tlie  writers  to  whom  the  different  chapters  were  entrusted 
completed  tlieir  pages,  each  section  was  3!d)mitt('d  i^  those  of 
the  Editorial  Committee  who  had  been  most  closely  related  to 
the  work  under  discussion.  While  they  in  no  way  directed  the 
treatment  of  material,  they  gave  it  most  carefnl  critical  read- 
ings and  their  suggestions  were  helpful  in  the  extreme.  Their 
corrections  and  revisions  were  for  the  most  part  scrupulously 
incorporated  in  the  text  and  thus  the  American  Ked  Cross  ia 
able  to  guarantee  the  fidelity  of  this  text  to  the  truth  in  so  far 
as  it  is  humanly  possible  to  interpret  it. 

The  efforts  of  the  authors  have  been  met  by  an  intelligent 
and  eutiiusiastic  spirit  of  helpf»dness  from  nurs**s  and  lay- 
women  alike.  To  Miss  Boardman,  who  as  secretary  of  the 
sm'iety  was  designated  by  the  Central  Committee  to  read  and 
judge  the  manuscript  in  its  entirety,  we  are  deeply  and  sin- 
cerely gratefid  for  much  patience,  encouragement  and  aid. 
From  Dr.  Anita  Newcomb  McGee  we  have  received  especial 
aasistance  in.  the  matter  of  verification  of  official  footnotes  and 
of  details  touching  u|hiu  her  relation  to  the  War  Department 
in  the  Spanish-American  War.  To  JIary  S.  Fergusson,  a 
member  of  tlie  National  lleadquarters  etlitorial  staff  and  a 
woman  of  searching  intelligence  and  keen  piiwers  of  criticism, 
whose  work  on  this  history  was  interrupted  early  in  1022  by 
death,  we  acknowledge  our  affectionate  and  heartfelt  gratitude. 
To  Mr.  Chadwick.  whose  editorial  aid  followed  the  history 
through  its  many  pages,  through  complexities  of  securing  a 
publisher  and  through  much  official  "rctl-tape/*  we  express  our 
many  thanks. 

Many  others  have  given  us  editorial  assistance,  conspicuous 
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ftmoT^  wbom  are  Dr.  Anna  Hamilton  of  France,  Mrs.  Richard 
Aldrich,  Miss  Laura  Drake  Gill,  General  Merritte  W,  Ireland, 
Dt.  Taliaferro  Clark  and  Dr.  Albert  Ross  Hill. 

In   giving    us   data   from  correspondence   and   from   their 
wealth  of  personal  recollection  and  memories,  we  acknowledge 
our  indebtedness  to  Mrs.  Whitelaw  Reid,  whose  secretary,  Mr. 
Irving  Blake,  by  her  direction  opened  to  us  her  war  nursing 
records,  to  Dr.  Monae  Lesser,  Mr.  Allen  Wardwell,  Jr.,  and 
many  nurses.    We  also  owe  recognition  for  valuable  assistance 
in  supplying  records  to  the  Librarian  of  the  Library  of  Con- 
gress and  to  the  Army  Medical  Library.     In  gathering  our 
illustrations  we  were  helped  by  the  Signal  Corps,  U.  S.  A.,  the 
Air  Service,  U.  S.  A.,  and  the  Information  Section,  Naval 
Intelligence,  Navy  Department. 

To  tile  hundreds  of  nurses  who  have  answered  our  requests 
for  information  and  material  and  to  those  whose  written  ex* 
periences  constitute  the  original  sources  of  this  history,  we 
offer  this  volume  as  our  best  endeavor  to  thank  them  adequately 
for  their  services  in  this  as  in  all  enterprises  of  the  Nursing 
Service. 


Xational  ITeadquarters, 
Washington, 
Xovember  11,  1922. 


Chairman,  Editorial  Committee. 
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CHAPTER  I 

EARLY    OEOWTH 

Ori^n  of  //*€  Red  Cross  Idea — Florence  Nightingale — Nursing 
in  the  Civil-  War — Clara  Barton 

THE  Red  Cross  spirit,  the  motive  prompting  the  work  of 
the  lutematioual  Red  Cross,  is  simply  the  iustiuct  of 
compassion  and  mercy  in  a  pure  f(»rm.     Siicli  a  spirit 
Qugfat   be  traced   down   from   the  beginning  of  history   if  a 
genealogical    Red    Cross    tree    were    desired.      In    every    age 
iQiiminating  instances  of  direct  or  collateral  relationship  could 
be  found.     It  is  possible,  however,  to  wander  too  far  afield  in 
■  aearcii  of  this  kind  and  a  slight  sketch  will  suffice  to  introduce 
the  history  of  the  American  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service.     We 
need  not  go  farther  back  than  to  the  Good  Samaritan,  who 
trpified  all   the  classic  characteristics  of  the  Red  Cross,  the 
^spontaneous,  voluntary  helpfiilnesa  of  the  private  citizen;  com- 
^flfcaeion  and  aid  extended  freely  on  the  sole  ground  of  common 
humanity;  practical  skill  and  intelligence  in  binding  up  the 
wounds  of  the  thie%'es'  victim;  efficient  relief  work  in  leaving 
the  wounded  man  to  be  nursed  at  the  inn  and  in  paying  for  him 
there. 

Though  Red  Cross  nursing  was  first  developed  in  connection 
with  wjir,  not  all  war  nursing  in  history  can  be  looked  upon  as 
rudimentary  Red  Cross  service.  It  has  often  been  solely  for 
the  furtherance  of  railiUry  projects.  The  presence  of  the 
irapersrmal  spirit  of  pity  for  and  the  desire  to  relieve  alike  both 
friend  and  foe  is  the  essential  characteristic  of  the  Red  Cross 
idea,  as  it  ia  alao  the  true  ideal  in  nursing.  There  is  no  assure 
tnce  that  the  heroic  women  of  the  Gaelic  and  Teutonic  tribes, 
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skilled  as  tliey  were  in  medical  and  surgical  nursing,  who  always 
followed  their  men  in  war  to  bind  iheir  wounds,  would  rescue 
as  readily  a  stricken  enemy, — though  it  may  be  that  it  was  bo. 
Haldora,  the  Dane,  in  the  year  1000  A.D,  stands  forth  as  a 
true  forerunner  of  Florence  Nightingale  and  Henri  Dunant, 
for  she  assembled  the  women  of  her  household  afti?r  a  fierce 
battle  and  said  to  them,  ''Lt»t  us  go  forth  and  dress  the  wounds 
of  the  warriors,  he  they  friend  or  foe/*  *  She  herself,  it  is 
recordrd,  fotmd  the  enemy  ciiieftain  desperately  wounded  and 
tfaided  him  long  and  skillfully  until  he  was  lioaled. 

In  tlie  medieval  orders  of  the  Kntghts  Hospitallers  with 
their  women's  branches,  are  to  be  found  the  first  organizations 
on  a  grand  scale  for  nursing  and  relief  work  of  tlie  Red  Cross 
type  and  it  is  quite  possible  that  their  practice  and  principles 
may  have  become  familiar  to  Isabella  of  iSpain,  who  was  the 
first  on  record  among  queens  to  take  an  intelligent  interest  in 
the  sanitary  and  hygienic  care  of  her  nation's  soldiers. 

Those  knightly  orders,  too,  imprinted  their  influence  on  the 
German  women,  who  in  the  War  of  Freedom  ( 1S13)  fonned  the 
first  modern  women's  societies  for  organized  war-relief  work 
by  volunteers.  The  armies  of  Napoleon,  on  their  side,  had 
the  nursing  service  of  the  Sisters  of  diarity  of  St.  Vincent  de 
Paul — the  first  trained  and  disciplined  nurses  of  the  later 
medieval  period  to  be  oiHcially  assigned  to  the  care  of  sick 
and  wounded  men  in  war. 

All  the  heritage  of  the  past  and  the  promise  of  the  future 
met  in  Florence  Nightingale,  whose  career  was  opened  t(»  her 
by  the  Crimean  War.  Not  only  did  she  there  give  a  complete 
pattern  of  the  many  branches  of  service  later  developed  under 
the  Red  Cross,  but  also  by  what  she  did  she  inspired  Henri 
Dunaut,  the  founder  of  the  International  Red  Cross  Committee, 
to  his  far-reaching  achievement.  Then  by  her  later  efforts  she 
created  the  mtMlern  army  of  skilled,  secular,  professional  women 
from  whose  ranks  the  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service  is  ndw  drawn. 
It  will  be  esscTitial,  therefore,  to  preface  this  record  of  American 
Red  Cross  nursing  by  recalling  in  some  detail  the  demonstra- 
tion given  In'  Miss  Nightinpile  in  the  CrimeA. 

Her  first  effurts  were  of  course  for  the  organization  of  an 
emergency  nursing  service.  For  this  she  had  a  mixed  com- 
pany— at  firsit  of  forty  women,  some  of  whom  were  Sisters  of 
Religious  Nursiug  Orders  and  others  hospital-taught  women  of 

•Mrs.  NoiTie  In  "A  HUtory  of  Nursing."  Vol.  11,  p.  813. 
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old  school^  not  trained  in  the  modem  way,  but  experienced. 
In  al],  about  two  hundrt*d  uurBcs  bclougi'd  to  Miss  Xightingale'a 
fttaff, — a  small  group  compared  with  the  thousands  of  nurses 
mobilized  during  the  recent  World  War,  but  a  group  historically 
potent  and  unique. 

The  nursing  servieo  huviug  beeu  appointed  in  its  plaee  and 
aaaiated  hy  orderlies  and  convaleaeent  patieuta,  Miss  A'ighliu- 
gale  next  organized  a  laundry  service  by  renting  outaide  build- 
ifig^  and  employing  soldiers*  wives  for  the  laundry  work.  Diet 
kiUshiena  aroae  under  her  hand  from  which,  for  the  first  time, 
ftiw  vronndod  men  were  served  with  nourishing  food,  and  through 
het  etforta  the  entire  kitchen  department  of  the  army  hospitals 
wtkB  syatematically  remodeled  by  the  famous  Soyer.  The  dis- 
organization and  inetheient  management  hud  been  such  tliat  to 
Mim  Nightingale  fell  tlie  task  of  pun-eying  much  of  the  daily 
supplies  and  clothing  of  the  patients  under  her  care.  In  a 
ktter  to  Mr.  Herbert,  she  wrote  (Jan.  4r,  1855) :  '*!  am  a  kind 
of  general  dealer  in  socks,  shirts,  knives  and  forks,  woikIcu 
spoons,  tin  baths,  tables  and  forms,  cabbage  and  carrots,  operat- 
ing tables,  towels,  soap,  tine  ttnith  combs,  pn.*cipitate  for  de- 
stroying lice,  scissors,  bedpans  and  stump  pillows."  ^  Presently, 
kits  bad  been  thrown  away  during  a  march,  she  re- 
a  large  part  of  the  English  array.  To  provide  for  an 
tt^SCtcd  influx  of  wounded  at  Scutari,  she  undertook  on  her 
own  authority  to  remodel  some  abandoned  wards,  engaged  two 
hundred  workingmen,  paid  them  out  of  her  private  resources, 
outtitted  the  wards  and  had  eight  hundred  additional  beds  ready 
when  the  need  came.  To  have  done  this  through  military 
ehannels,  at  that  time,  and  under  the  system  then  in  vogue, 
would  have  taken  months.  Miss  Nightingale's  biographer  tells 
us  that  this  particular  feat,  more  than  any  other  one  thing  that 
Ae  did,  electrified  the  *'red-tape  men'*  and  spread  a  sensational 
legiend  of  the  **Kightingale  Power.''  She  was  both  fiercely 
eriticLsed  and  greatly  praised  for  this  daring  piece  of  initiative, 
hat  Parliament  later  refunded  the  money  it  had  cost,  thus,  in 
effect,  endorsing  her  action.  Miss  Nightingale  urged  and 
planned  in  minute  detail  the  sanitary  engineering  works  later 
carried  out  in  the  hospitals  of  Scutari.  She  herself  considered 
this  hfr  best  piece  of  work,  for  hospitals  which  had  formerly 
heen  deathtraps,  were  thereby  put  on  a  level  with  the  best,  in 
tilation,  drainage  and  cleanliness.     These  sanitary  reforms, 

••a«fe  of  Florence  Nigh  ting  Ale."  by  Sir  Edward  T,  Cook,  Vol.  I,  p.  200. 
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in  conjunction  with  her  other  improveinenta  In  uurning  and  in 
the  hospital  dietary,  reduced  the  army  death  rate  from  42  per 
cent  to  22  per  thousand  of  cases  treated. 

Though  Miss  Nightingale  dared  greatly  on  her  own  initiative 
when  life  and  death  were  in  question,  yet  her  habitual  order  of 
discipline  was  strict  in  the  extreme  and  she  was  punctilious, 
as  a  rule,  in  allowing  her  private  stores  to  be  used  solely  on  the 
requisition  of  the  medical  officera.  Her  funds  for  supplies  came 
from  her  own  income^  from  other  private  sources  and  from  the 
Eoyal  Bounty.  The  needs  of  tho  allied  armies  were  not  over- 
looked by  her.  She  sent  wines  and  other  supplies  to  the  French 
Sisters  of  Charity.  When  tho  Italian  Sistt^rs  sulfered  a  loss 
of  their  stores  through  fire,  Miss  Nightingale  dispatched  a 
consiprnmout  of  supplies  to  them.  These  were  friends.  Did 
Miss  Nightingale  also  help  the  foe?  The  rules  of  war  often  set 
a  limit  to  the  merciful  impulse,  but  we  may  surmise  what  lier 
spirit  was  from  the  story  told  of  the  Russian  boy  prisoner  who 
was  under  her  care  and  who,  when  asked  where  he  would  go 
after  death,  replied  confidently,  "I  shall  go  to  Miss  Night- 
ingale," 

In  social  service,  Miss  Nig^itingale  opened  new  paths,  hitherto 
as  wholly  untrodden  in  the  army  as  had  been  those  of  her  hos- 
pital reform.  Hor  nurses'  families  at  home  were  systematically 
visited  and  helj)ed  by  her  friends  at  her  request.  She  brought 
about  reforms  in  the  pay  of  invalided  soldiers,  and  kept  in  her 
l)edroom  much  of  the  officers*  money,  because  if  they  offended  the 
purveyor  or  the  commissary,  they  were  likely  not  to  get  it 
She  eutabltshed  reading  rooms  for  the  convalescent  patients; 
opened  a  post  otfico  and  encouraged  the  men  to  send  their 
money  home.  She  combated  drunkenness,  to  the  great  derision 
of  tho  military  chiefs.  To  counteract  it  she  opened  a  coffee 
house  for  the  men  and  set  on  foot  reading  and  class-rooms  for 
them.  She  had  schrM^I-maaters  sent  out  from  England  to  teach 
and  lecture,  and  provided  maps,  books,  papers  and  games.  It 
was  said  of  her  that  she  was  the  first  person  who  ever  taught 
oflicials  to  trt»at  the  soldiers  as  Christian  men.  Nor  did  sho 
forget  the  s*>ldiers'  wives,  many  of  whom  had  followed  the 
army.  She  organized  a  lying-in  hospital  and  secured  work  for 
them,  choosing  friendly  visitors  to  go  among  them  and  help 
them  as  needed. 

The  war  over,  Miss  Nightingale,  as  all  tlie  world  knows,  with 
the  gift  in  money  made  to  her  by  the  grateful  British  publici 
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the  Nightingale  Training  School  for  Nurses  at  St. 
i'  Kospitii]  which  was  the  parent  of  the  modem  system 
of  nureing.  From  her,  therefore,  wo  may  well  date  the  story 
of  the  nursing  service  of  the  American  Hed  Cross. 

After  the  World  War  a  woman  of  national  prominence  who 
ksd  wtjrked  through  the  Civnl  War  was  asked  to  point  nut  the 
gmitest  ditTerence  W*tween  the  two  wars  in  the  methods  of 
participation  hy  the  eiAnlian  p»i{nilatiou ;  her  answer  was:  ''In 
tlie  niirsiug/'  This  was  Ix)ui8a  Tvce  Schuyler,  whose  part  in 
the  orpinization  of  the  School  of  Nursing  at  Bellevue  Hospital 
in  1873  lends  a  special  interest  to  the  following  extract  from 
a  letter  written  by  her  to  Miss  Clara  D.  Noyes  on  the  eve  of 
the  entrance  of  tlie  United  States  into  the  World  War: 

^  In  these  days,  at  the  ajre  of  seventy-nine,  when  I  can  not 
very  artivc  work,  my  thoughts  go  back  to  the  early  days 
of  the  Civil  War  and  of  what  we  are  trying  to  do  and  did 
do  then  on  a  very  small  scale  compared  with  today.  We 
wanted  nurses  for  our  wiuindod  and  sick  and  there  wprn  none 
to  be  had-  There  were  no  trained  nurses  in  those  days,  as 
you  know.  In  our  New  York  Branch  of  the  I'liited  States 
Sanitary  Commission  it  was  as  easy  to  get  siipplies  as  it  is 
with  the  l?ed  Cross  today.  Tlicy  poured  in  from  all  over  the 
country.  Our  receiving  and  shipping  husiness  was  enormous. 
Many  a  time  did  our  loadr  1  wagons  take  the  boxes  on  short 
notice  on  Sunday  diiwn  Broadway  to  a  steamer  starting  for 
A  southern  port.  We  were  notified  by  the  Sanitary  Com- 
mission of  battles  to  come  that  hospitals  and  hospital  pupplies 
might  he  reatiy.  Alas !  no  trained  nurses  to  be  had.  Our 
doctors,  Elizabeth  and  Emily  Blackwell,  provided  one 
month's  hospital  training  for  100  selected  women  who  vol- 
unt»'ereii  to  go  as  nurses.  It  was  most  elementary,  but  it  was 
better  than  nothing  and  many  of  them  turned  out  finely  and 
did  magnillct'iit  wurk  later  on,  and  now  the'  Ked  Cross!  So 
much  to  be  thankful  for  if  war  must  come.' 

2ivt  only  had  the  United  States  no  trained  nurses  during 
Civil  War,  but  even  the  International  Coiumittee  of  the 
Croea  did  not  yet  e3Eist.  It  was  in  18(»'i  that  Henri  Duuant 
laid  his  prop'isals  for  a  relief  society  l»efore  the  Society  of 
Public   Utility  of  Geneva  and   in   1804  that  the  Articles  of 

'Analial  Report  of  Hie  Natiouiil  League  of  Nursing  Education,  19]7| 
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Convention  touching  tbe  treatment  of  the  wounded  in  war  were 
Kignod  at  Geuovu.  To  this  oonveuliou,  known  aa  the  Inter- 
national Red  Cross  Treaty,  the  United  States  Government  gave 
its  accession  in  18S2.  In  the  meantime,  however,  the  name 
Rod  Cross  ulone  was  lacking  during  the  Civil  War,  for  in  tho 
work  of  relief  carried  on  by  the  United  States  Sanitary  Com- 
mission a  demonstration  of  ethciency  in  civilian  aid  in  war- 
time was  given,  which  was  nothing  less  than  extraordinary 
for  a  young  nation  waging  its  first  war  on  a  grand  scala 
Stille  in  his  '^History  of  the  Sanitary  Commission''  gives  the 
credit  for  originating  Civil  War  relief  work  to  women.  **lt  is 
hardly  necessary  to  say,*'  he  writes,  "that  tho  earliest  move- 
ment that  was  made  for  any  relief  was  begim  by  the  women  of 
the  country." 

The  United  States  Sanitary  Commission  grew  out  of  a  mass 
meeting  held  in  Cooper  Union,  Xew  York  City,  on  the  2Gth  of 
April,  I8C1,  which  had  been  called  by  the  Ladies'  Relief  Com- 
mittee. This  oouimittee  was  the  work  of  Dr.  Elizabeth  Black- 
well,  who  had  held  an  infonnal  meeting  of  women  and  men  at 
the  New  York  Infirmary  for  AVomen  and  ChildaMU  The  local 
New  York  gnnip  took  the  name  **Woraen*8  Central  Assoeintion 
of  Relief"  and  was,  in  effect,  during  the  whole  war  tlie  moat 
powerful  and  iuip»rtant  branch  of  the  Sanitary  C^)ramiasion. 
Ita  leading  exenutive  officer  was  Louisa  T^o  Schuyler.  One  of 
the  purposes  of  the  association  was  *'to  open  u  bureau  for  the 
examination  and  registration  of  nurses." 

Dr.  Blaekwell  was  personally  intimate  with  Miss  Nightingale 
and  through  her  friendship  she  had  a  clearer  idea,  perhaps,  of 
what  a  nurse  might  be  than  others  had  at  that  time.  She 
labored  devotedly  in  selwtiTig  and  sending  numbers  of  volunteer 
nurses  to  Bellcvnc  Hospital  for  a  month  of  such  training  as  they 
could  p?t  there.  As  the  training  scIuhjI  for  nurses  was  not  yet 
founded,  tluit  experience  ctuild  have  had  but  slight  vahie,  yet 
about  one  hundred  of  those  hastily  trained  women  entered  tho 
army  hospitals  and  gave  useful  aid,  many  of  them  cr>ntinuing 
in  the  sen'iee  throughout  the  war.  iliss  Niglitingale  was  in 
close  correspondence  with  Dr.  Blaekwell  and  others  on  the 
Sanitary  Commission  and  gave  them  bountifuUy  of  her  counsel 
and  advice.  She,  indeed,  in  private  letters  expressed  a  desire 
to  come  personally  and  help  them;  hut  this  her  fragile  health 
prevented.  A  letter  written  to  the  Secretary  of  War  (May  18, 
1861)  by  the  "Women's  Central  Asftociation  of  Relief  for  tbe 
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Sick  find  WouTided  of  the  Army,  acting  in  conjunction  with  the 
AdTiftory  Coixiniittee  of  the  Boards  of  Physicians  tiud  Surgeons 
of  ilio  Hospitals  of  New  York  and  the  New  York  Medical 
Aiaociation  £or  Pumishing  Hospital  Supplies  in  aid  of  the 
Aimy*'  ftpealcA  of  nursing  as  follows: 

Tbe    committee  represent  that  the  Women's  Central  As- 
sociation   of    Kelief   have   selected   and  are   selecting  out  of 
several  Hundred  candidates  one  hundred  women,  suited  in  all 
reftpe<'ts    to   become  nurses  in  the  general  hospitals  of  the 
Army.      These  women  the  distinguished  physicians  and  sur- 
geons of  tlie  various  hospitals  in  New  York  have  undertaken 
to  4Nittoa(tf  aiul  drill  in  a  most  thorough  cund  laborioiis  manner 
and   the   coiuniittee  ask  tliat  tlie  War  Department  consent  to 
T«<."eive,    on    wages,  these   nurses,   in   such   numbers  as   the 
exigencies  of  the  campaign  may  require,     ft  is  not  proposed 
that    the    nurses  should  advance  to  the  scat  of  war   until 
directly  called  for  by  tlie  Medical  Bureau  here,  nor  that  the 
governmeut  should  be  at  any  expense  until  they  are  actually 
in  ftervice. 

In  thifl  letter  it  was  stated  that  the  Commission  for  whose 
reoognition  the  combined  associations  were  pleading,  would, 
•notig  other  things,  '^inquire  into  the  oi-ganizatlon  of  military 
bocpitals,  gtfuerul  and  regimental,  and  the  precise  regulations 
tnd  routine  thmugh  which  the  services  of  the  patriotic  women 
of  ibe  country  may  be  made  avaihihlc  as  nurses/'  As  a  result 
•f  this  correspondence  and  of  the  efforts  of  a  delegation  scut  to 
Wa^ington  to  represent  the  associations,  olfieial  mistrust  of 
QTOian  ▼olunteer  aid,  which  at  first  had  iDeen  obstinate,  was 
UlaT«!<d:  the  Surgeou  GeneraFs  attitude  of  opposition  was 
ahered  to  one  of  reluctant  cooperation  and  the  formal  organi- 
lltioa  of  the  Sanitary  Commission  proceeded.  For  nursing, 
the  aenricea  of  religious  Sisterhoods,  which  were  promptly 
volunteered^  were  the  tii-st  to  be  accepted.  There  were  nu- 
tteimift  cimvents  of  Sisters  of  Charity,  Sisters  of  Mercy,  Sisters 
ef  St  Vincent  and  others  w^here  emergency  hospitals  were 
opeoedf  and  from  whose  staffs  Sisters  and  Mother  Superiors 
vrre  aupplied.  Throughout  the  war  a  great  deal  of  hospital 
•er  *  "  ^Ms  borne  by  Catholic  Sisters,  among  whom,  as  espe- 
cL  inguishod,  were  Mother  Anthony  O'Conaell  of  Cin- 

ottuitir  -Mother  Francis  of  Chicago,  Mother  Angela  of  Moimd 
Cxtr  and   Mf»ther  Gonzaga  of  Philadelphia.     The  Holy  Cross 
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Sisters,  an  Anglican  order,  conducted  imp<irtant  hospital  work 
at  Annapolis  and  Chester  and  Sister  Adeline  Taylor  had  a 
war  nursing  record  of  great  variety. 

Much  light  is  tlirown  on  the  condition  of  hospital  nursing 
during  the  war  bv  the  following  intelligent  commentary  taken 
from  Katherine  P.  Wormeley's  small  book  on  the  "Sanitary 
Commission."  As  one  who  served  with  the  Commission 
throughout,  Misa  Wormlev  has  written: 

And  here  a  few  words  may  be  said  on  the  work  that  mi)jht, 
— we  dare  to  say  should — belong  to  Momen  in  general  hos- 
pitals. If  women  comprehended  their  true  work  and  liacl  tixe 
patience  to  i*how  that  they  do  comprehend  it,  the  deep  preju- 
dice ajcaiiitit  them,  in  the  minds  of  the  Army  surgeons,  would 
be  removed.  'Indeed  it  has  been  removed  in  many  instances. 
But  women  have  not  as  a  general  thing,  seen  their  place  or 
their  duty.  It  i.s  hard,  perhaps,  to  do  so.  It  is  hard  to 
realize  that  even  benevolence  must  be  obedient.  And  it  is 
for  this  reason  that  Sisters  of  Mercy»  so  far,  have  been  pre- 
ferred as  nurses  hy  the  surgeons  of  the  Army.  It  could, 
however,  be  shown  that  the  work  of  women  belonging  in  the 
world  would  be  more  useful  than  even  the  work  of  the  Sisters 
if  euch  women  could  learn  their  true  place.  And  if  they 
learned  it  and  kept  to  it,  the  result  would  be  that  in  the  end 
they  would  have  all  the  power  of  benevolence  that  even  they 
would  ask.  For  here  it  may  be  said,  in  deep  conviction  of 
its  truth,  that  the  surgeons  of  the  Army  of  all  grrtdea  are,  as 
a  rule,  desirous  of  doing  well  by  those  under  their  charge 
.  .  .  they  are  conscientious  and  faithful  men.  It  is  believed 
and  is  perhaps  capable  of  proof  that  if  a  lady  (by  which  is 
meant  a  gentlewoman  hoMing  a  certain  social  position)  and 
one  fitted  for  the  work  could  i>e  placed  in  charge  of  what  may 
be  called  the  women's  department  in  a  hospital  .  .  .  namely, 
the  nursing  of  the  very  sick  men,  tlie  special  diet  and  the 
linen  departnicut,  with  a  body  of  nursew  under  her  charge,  a 
benefit  fo  the  hospital  would  follow,  and  the  surgeons,  far 
from  complaining  of  it  would  in  the  end  welcome  it  with 
sincerity. 


Ar  to  the  quality  of  women's  work  as  a  whole,  Dr.  BellowBi 
president  of  the  Sanitary  Commission  wrote: 

The  distinctive  features  of  woraen*8  work  in  this  war 
were  magnitude,  Ry!*tem,  thorough  j-fMJperativencss  with  the 
other  sex.  ilistinctneKs  of  purptisc,  buainesis-like  tlioroughneaa 
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in  Hetails,  sturdy  persistency  to  the  close.  .  .  .  Everywhere 
started  up  women  acquainted  with  the  order  of  public  busi- 
ness: able  to  call  and  preside  over  public  meetings  of  their 
own  seJC ;  act  as  secretaries  and  committees,  draft  constitu- 
tions and  bylaws;  open  books  and  keep  acx-ountg  with  ade- 
quate precision  .  .  .  enter  into  extensive  correspondence, 
cooperate  in  the  largest,  most  rational  plans.  .  .  . 


* 
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iring  the  progress  of  the  Civil  War  nursing  assumed  two 
jeral  lypcd:  one,  a  fairly  systematic  routine  iindcr  govern- 
ment direction;  the  otlicr,  an  original  spontaneity  of  action 
which  took  its  own  course  and  obtained,  usually,  first  the  acqui- 
escence and  finally  tlio  help  of  the  Government,  Of  the  former 
trpe  Dorothea  L.  Dix  was  the  official  head,  having  been  ap- 
pointed a*  Superiuteudeut  of  Female  Nurses  by  Secretary 
Cameron  in  June,  1S61.  Of  the  latter  type  was  Clara  Ilarlowe 
Barton,  the  founder  in  after  years  of  the  American  Red  Cross. 
It  is  said  that  Afiss  DLx  was  one  of  the  first  to  do  actual  war 
nursings  as  she  took  Ciire  of  boulg  of  the  soldiers  who  hud  been 
wounded  iu  the  Baltimore  riots.  Her  long  and  remarkable 
career  as  a  reformer  of  prisons,  almshouscf^  and  insane  asyluma 
(ms  th^y  were  then  called)  throughout  the  entire  country  and 
htr  lofty  character,  made  her  seem,  probably,  as  precisely  the 
one  woman  to  direct  the  war  nursings  as  Miss  Ni^tingale  had 
•o  Kerned  in  England.  Miss  Dix,  however,  was  not  a  nurse,  nor 
bad  «he  had  experience  in  nursing  administration  and  her  work 
in  this  episode  of  her  life  was  not  on  a  par  with  her  earlier  dis- 
tinguifihod  labors.  As  her  character  and  personality  have  been 
described,  ehe  seems  to  have  been  in  many  ways  like  Miss 
Nightingale.  She  was  slight,  delicate  looking,  graceful,  had 
bettn  in  her  vouth  beautiful  and  had  a  soft  musical  voict^,  with 
winning  manners.  It  was  said  that  her  gentle  and  persuasive 
(ones  had  a  remarkably  controlling  iniluence  over  the  fiercest 
nuDiar&  She  was  exceedingly  quiet  and  retiring  in  her  deport- 
nent  and  her  success  with  legislatures  was  due  to  gentleness  and 
mildneM  eovering  an  unyielding  persistence.  She  cared  nothing 
for  praise  or  fame.  She  preferred  not  to  be  talked  about.  She 
had  private  means,  which  she  lavished  on  her  w^ork,  and  her 
labors  for  the  Government  were  throughout  unpaid.  Iler 
standards  were  exceedingly  rigid  and  her  individualism  was 
intrnite,  alienating  many  of  those  with  whom  she  had  to  work 
in  a  field  whore  almost  everything  depended  upon  suasion.    For 
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our  Government  gave  Miss  Dix,  at  first,  duties  but  insufficient 
authority  and  when  later  her  authority  was  extended,  no  penalty 
was  attaehcd  for  disobedience.  Many  of  the  surgeons  resented 
her  position.  They  called  her  arbitrary,  opinionated,  severe 
and  capricious.  Without  a  doubt  she  was  somewhat  severe. 
She  mistrusted  the  young  aiid  it  was  said  that  a  woman  must 
be  "mature  in  years,  plain  almost  to  homeliness  in  dress  and 
by  no  means  liberally  endowed  with  personal  attractions,  if  she 
hoped  to  meet  the  approval  of  Miss  Dix.'" 

The  second  type  of  Army  nurse  has  been  thus  described  by 
Dr.  Bellows: 

Of  the  labors  of  women  in  the  hospital  aiul  in  the  field  .  .  . 
this  Kort  of  service  cannot  l>e  recorded  in  the  histories  of  or- 
ganized work.  For.  far  the  largest  part  of  this  work  wa« 
done  by  fKTKons  of  exceptional  energ)'  and  some  line  natural 
aptitude  for  the  servit'c,  which  was  independent  of  organiza- 
tions, and  hardly  eubmittod  itself  to  any  rule  except  the 
impulse  of  devoted  love  for  the  work  .  .  .  supplying  tact, 
patience,  and  resources.  The  women  wlio  did  huspiial  service 
continually  or  kept  themselves  near  the  base  of  armies  in  the 
field,  or  who  moved  among  the  camps,  and  travelled  with  the 
corps,  were  an  exceptional  class  ...  as  rare  as  heroines 
always  arc,  a  class  rcprciienting  no  social  grade,  but  coming 
from  all  .  .  .  but  in  all  cases  women  with  a  mighty  love  and 
earnestness  in  their  hearts  ...  a  love  and  pity  and  ability  to 
show  it  forth  and  to  hilwr  in  belmlf  4)f  it.  equal  to  that  which 
in  other  departments  of  life  distinguishes  poets,  philoso- 
phersy  sages  and  saints,  from  ordinary  men.^ 


It  would  be  a  congenial  task,  if  it  were  possible,  to  summon 
before  our  r^-aders  the  army  of  Civil  War  nurses.  There  were 
in  all  abottt  two  thousand,  of  whom  only  a  few  have  been  re- 
corded with  names  and  histories. 

One  of  the  moat  appc»aling  was  Helen  Louise  Gilson,  of 
Boston,  who  was  8v>  young,  girlish  and  lovely  that  Miss  Dix 
refused  to  accept  her,  but  who,  nevertheless,  through  family  in- 
fluence, followed  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  through  all  of  its 
battles  save  the  tirst  and  who  displayed  abilities  that  remind 
one,  often,  of  the  young  Florence  Nightingale. 

The  most  nearly  approaching  in  her  training  to  the  Red 
Cross  nurse  of  today  was  Emily  E.  Parsons,  of  Cambridge.    At 

•"Women*!  Work  in  the  Civil  War,"  p.  60,  Introduction.  » 
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ttaiei  of  tbe  war  Miss  Parsons  entered  tlic  Masaaclinsetts 

Mospital   for  eicperience  and   remained    in   it  for  a 

IT  and  a  half.     There  was  as  yvX  no  school  fur  nnracs  there, 

lit  through  her  social  connections  she  was  able  tu  receive  spe- 

ial  and  careful  instruction  from  the  medlL^al  men  and  surgeons. 

The   Btorj  of  Maria  M.   C.   Hall,  of  WasJiington,  and  her 

icter,   is  peculiarly  illustrative  of  the  volunteer  character  of 

inoh  Civil  War  nursing.     Like  Miss  Gilson,  Maria  Hall  was 

*>ectr*d  by  Miss  l)ix  as  l>eing  too  young.     She  tlien  went  to 

r»,  Fales,  who  had  gained  an  independent  position  in  Wash- 

tgton  hospitals.     Her  importunity  tinally  won  Mrs.  Fales  to 

open  the  door  of  a  ward,  saying  as  she  did  so:    *'WelI, 

here  they  are,  with  everything  to  he  done  for  them.     You 

find  work  enough."     The  **girls"  stuck  to  their  job,  with 

cottntenance  from  the  surgeons.     When  a  general  order  was 

(Alt  for  the  removal  of  volunteers  from  the  wards,  Maria 

enrolled  a«  a  *'nursc"  and  drew  Army  pay,  which  she  fcave  to 

Itfce  mciL    She  kept  on  in  this  way  for  a  year  ''with  no  recogni- 
txm  from  any  oiHcial  soTtrce" ! 
As  a  contrast  to  this  breezy  volunteer  there  was  Sarah  Edsoa 
of  New  York,  who  strenuously  attempted  to  found  a  home  and 
training  school  where  nurses  might  bo  prepared  f4)r  the  field. 
Sbe  Ubored  untiringly  for  this  purpose,  brought  it  before  the 
S«nitary  Commission,  went  to  the  Surgeon  General  and  even 
bad  «  hill  embodying  her  plan  brought  to  a  Senate  committee. 
Sbe  may  riglitly  Ix?  considered  as  the  first  to  conceive  the  idea 
of  an  Army  School  for  Nurses.     That  she  was  unable  to  bring 
hrr  phuk  to  fruition  in  the  intense  atmosphere  of  war  does  not 
diminish  her  distinction.     The  Sanitary  Commission  regarded 
a  training  school  as  unnecessary,   thinking  that  the  hospital 
experience  itscdf  was  the   best  training  and  that   the  urgent 
Meds  of  the  moment  did  not  admit  of  delay  sufficient  to  pro- 
fKK  the  amateur  nurses  who  were  so  imperatively  called  for. 
The  Surgeon  General  seemed  at  first  favorably  impressed  with 
ICfi.  Edwin's  idea,  but  finally  discouraged  it  and  signified  hia 
I       lilMpproval  to  the  Senate  committee  who  iiad  her  bill  in  charge. 
^M     Every  section  of  the  country  had  its  famous  nurse.     The 
y  C\?nfederacY  acclaimed  Ella  K.  Nevvsora  as  "Dixie's  Florence 
■  Nightingale."     She  was  a  wealthy  and  beautiful  widow  when 
~  tbe  war  broke  out,  and  spent  her  fortune  in  hospital  and  relief 
«ork  and  nursing. 
Perluips  of  all  the  nurses  of  whom  records  are  left,  tlie  most 
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picturesijue  tigoirc  and  the  most  widely  known  is  ^'Mother" 
Bickerdvkc.  Tnily  aiuiuiug  stories  are  told  of  her  cndiirauce, 
her  remarkable  nursiug  and  purveying  abilities^  her  bold 
denuijcialion  of  rich  ^^slackers"  who  withheld  their  money  from 
war  work,  and  her  high  hand  with  ofhcials  whose  standards 
were  less  disinteix^ted  than  her  own. 

Finally,  none  was  more  closely  linked  with  the  present  time 
than  Amelia  Barlow,  whose  work  inspired  Captain  James 
Serymaer  to  lake  the  initial  steps  that  brought  alwii^  .*  'i  .  .1- 
ing  of  tlie  beautiful  National  Red  Cross  Heiid^ti.iitei  >  at 
Washington. 

The  hospitals  of  the  Civil  War  were  sometimes  temporary 
Adaptations  of  buildings  at  hand,  sometimes  structures  hnHily 
erected  for  the  purpose,  8<)motimcs  public  buildings  takev 
for  the  occasion.  The  Capitol  at  Washington  was  once  so  u 
and  hundreds  of  wounded  were  distributed  in  the  Senate,  Hoik 
and  Rotunda.  Hospital  ships  originated  in  the  Civil  War, 
Coast  and  river  steamers  wore  used.  Alany  such  vessels  plied 
on  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers  with  their  freight  nf  . ;  >1M 
men. 

In  spite  of  the  utmost  endeavors  of  the  women  volunteer 
nurses,  Civil  War  hospital  standards  were  far  bi*low  those  that 
would  be  accepted  today.  The  wards  were  overcrowded,  primi- 
tive in  e({uipment  and  meager  in  provisions  for  operating 
and  for  dressing  cases.  It  has  Ix^en  estimated  that  during 
those  four  years  approximately  six  and  one-half  mUIjon  men 
were  admitted  to  hospitals  and  of  them  more  than  0,^00,000 
were  mt^lical  cases,  no  doubt  largely  preventable,  had  prevep-  , 
tion  then  bcH.*n  understood.     Only  425,270  cases  were  surgical.  ■ 

After  the  war  the  Army  nurses  formed  an  association  which 
had  its  headquarters  at  Gettysburg.  They  were  wt>nt  to  mwt 
at  the  reunions  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  and  some 
of  their  uumlx^r  sun'ived  the  war  of  lin4.  A  roster  of  tlio 
namcB  of  the  members  hangs  in  the  present  Red  Cross  Natiojiai 
Headquarters  building  at  Wnshington. 

Their  war  work  endcMl,  the  women  of  the  Sanitary  Comjnis- 
Bion  went  thi^ir  various  ways  homo  and,  inspired  and  Ktrength- 
CJied  by  their  experience,  many  of  them  thix-w  themselves  with 
energy  into  the  work  of  rt»fonnntion  in  civil  hospitals  and  other 
institutions.  What  they  had  seen  had  made  plain  to  them  the 
need  of  instnict<*<l,  distMplincd  nurses  ] 
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and  counsel  of  Miss  Nightingale,  w<»men  and  men  in  New  York 
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City,    Boston    and    New    Haven    simultaneously    established 

f!873)    schools   for  training  nnrscfs   in   thrc?e  large   hoBpitala: 

•  ',    the    Masaafhu setts   Goueral    and    the    New    Haveu. 

pioneer  stdioola  already  existing  in  this  country  and 

were   slrengtheued    by    this   movement    and    hospitals 

^nerally  followed  the  ex»mple  set  th(!ni. 

Whilst  the  new  profession  of  luirsing  was  thus  taking  form, 
one  of  the  volunteer  workers  of  whom  Dr.  Bellows  had  written 
ti-  '•f'-Tf^^Terizatiou  quoted  on  a  previous  page  went  abroad 
and  there  acquainted  herself  with  the  work  and 
i  of  the  Ked  Cross.  This  was  Miss  Clara  Barton, 
r  New  England  family,  whose  fixed  purpose  it  trfeB-' 
to  bring  about  the  adherence  of  the  United  States  to 
eneva  Convention.  Upon  her  return  to  her  own  country 
*"*  'fcas  instnimental  in  forming  a  Red  Cross  organization 
'iich  was  incorporated  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  under 
c  nanxe  of  *'The  American  Association  of  the  Red  Cross" 
and  of  which  she  became  the  first  president.  As  this  country 
had  '  i  *  small  army  and  was  considered  to  be  on  the  whole 
a  '  nation,  it  was  anticipated  that  the  chief  activity  of 

a  iSaiional  Red  Cross  would  be  on  lines  of  relief  and  succor 
in  t]nii<s  of  disaster  or  natural  calamity.  Two  such  calamities, 
tbo  Vrllow  fever  epidemic  in  Florida  (1888)  and  tlie  Johns- 
town Hnod  (1880)  brought  American  nurses  for  the  ilrst  time 
intu  contact  with  the  Red  Cross  and  one  of  these  nurses  was 
the  wnniau  who  was  destined  to  become,  in  later  years,  the 
head  r*the  R(*d  Cross  Nursing  Service. 

It  is*  hardly  possible  today,   for  nurses  who  only  know  of 

w  ffivcr  as   a   preventable  and   almost  extinct  disease,   to 

its  appalling  character  before   the   rcHcarch    and   self- 

Bce  of  scientific  men  had  discovered  its  mode  of  trana- 

Btijiaion. 

A  suspicion  of  the  mosquito  had,  indeed,  been  put  forth  as 

tarly  as  1S4S,  by  Dr.  .losiah  Nott  of  Alobile,  Alabama,  but  no 

[ctperimontal  work  had  followed  his  suggestions."^     The  writ- 

Dr.  Charles  Finlay,  of  Havana,  Cuba  (1881  and  1886), 

afresh  the  clinical  evidence  against  the  mosquito  and 

tntich  original  force  that  a  Yellow  Fever  Commission 

Uti  appi>inted,  whidi  brought  its  investigation  to  a  climax  at 

tW  time  of  the  Spanish-American  War.     Major  Walter  Reed 

^u  its  bead.     Under  his  direction,  at  an  experimental  station 

■8m  Paputar  Science  Monihly,  Vol.  23,  No.  g,  p.  6M,  article  by  Ring. 
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in  Cuba,  the  tests  of  1(K)0  were  carried  out  %  Dr.  Jesse  W. 
Lazear,  Dr.  James  C'nrroH  and  Dr.  Aristide  Agramonti,  which 
proved  the  role  in  yellow  fever  of  a  special  variety  of  raos(]uito, 
tlie  StC'gomyin  fasciafa.  In  those  tests  Dr.  Lazcur  sacriticcd 
his  life,  but  as  a  consequence  of  that  work,  Havana,  other  parts 
of  Cuba,  and,  later,  the  Canal  Zone  were  freed  from  yellow 
fever  and  it  was  shown  that,  with  proper  sanitation,  the  tropics 
could  be  made  safe  for  white  men. 

But  these  truths  were  still  unknown  when  Miss  Barton's  aidea 
went  to  the  help  of  the  fever-stricken  South  iu  1888.  In  every 
epidemic  of  yellow  fever,  scenes  were  enacted  in  Southern  cities 
like  those  of  plague  times  in  medieval  Europe.  The  only  hope 
of  safety  of  medical  men  and  attendants  lay,  it  was  believed, 
in  the  immunity  of  acclimated  persona,  or  of  those  who  had 
survived  an  attack.  It  was  also  believed  that  negroes  were 
especially  immune.  It  seemed  therefore  at  that  time  wise  and 
reasonable  that,  when  the  Red  Cross  Society  of  New  Orleans 
was  formed  (1883),  it  should  have  been  ruled  that  no  un- 
aeelimated  persons,  nor  any  non-immunes,  should  be  used  as 
assistants  by  the  Red  Cross.  Miss  Barton's  writings  refer  to 
the  well  known  **01d  Howard  Association"  of  New  Orleans 
that  carrie<I  on  heroic  service  in  epiibmiies  in  earli(T  days 
under  Colonel  F.  R.  Southmayd  and  that  had  united  with  the 
National  Red  Cross  Committee.  Wlien  the  call  came  from 
Jacksonville  for  help,  Miss  Barton  expected  to  supply  it.  She 
wrote: 

It  was  arrangotl  that  the  Southern  states,  through  this 
society  (the  Now  Orleans  Red  Cn)&s]  should  provide  all  Red 
Cross  nurses  for  yellow  fever,  and  that  the  northern  part  of 
the  country  should  raise  the  money  to  pay  and  provision 
them.  We  felt  this  to  be  a  security,  and  an  immediate  pro- 
vision which  the  country  had  never  before  known.  Fearing 
that  tliis  might  not,  at  its  inception,  be  fully  understood*  I 
called  at  once  on  Dr.  Hamilton,  then  in  charge  of  tlie  Marine 
HoKpital,  explaining  it  to  him.  and  ofTering  all  the  nurses 
tliat  could  be  required,  even  to  hundre^ln,  all  experienceil  and 
organized  for  immediate  action.  Perhaps  it  was  not  strange 
that  a  provision  so  new  and  r>  unknown  in  the  8ad  history  of 
plagues  and  epidemics  should  have  seemed  Utopian,  and  as 
such  have  been  brushed  osiile  as  not  only  useless,  but  self- 
seeking  and  obstructive.  Like  the  entire  organization  of 
which  it  was  a  part,  it  has  to  wait  and  win  its  way  against 
custom  or  even  prejudice.  .  .  .  Not  realizing  the  opposition 
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there  might  be  to  our  nurses,  we  called  upon  their  old-time 
leader.  Colonel  Southniayd,  to  enlist  a  body  of  nurses  and 
take  theru  at  once  to  the  fever  distriul.  He  enlisted  thirty, 
both  men  and  women,  white  and  colored,  and  took  a  part  with 
him,  the  rest  following  next  day.* 

Friction  developed  between  the  eorps  of  volunteer  nurses 
flkiaod  by  Colouel  Southmuyd  and  taken  to  Jacksonville  and 
'%  little  place  called  MacClenny,  and  the  local  boards  of  health 
with  which  the  Marine  Hospital  Service  was  cooperating.  The 
cUsh  between  the  older  system  of  dealing  with  epidemics  and 
the  newer,  more  scientific  methods  of  the  Federal  and  muni- 
cipal health  officers  was  inevitable  and  Colonel  Southniayd  was 
withdrawn.  These  untrained  volunteers,  of  whom  there  were 
about  thirty,  some  of  -whom  were  of  the  Negro  race,  were  the 
irat  Red  Cross  nurses  in  the  United  Statea. 

It  vonld  go  far  beyond  our  limits  to  tell  the  story  of  the 
Jacksonville  epidemic  In  the  daily  press  of  that  time  the 
geocral  picture  of  distress,  terror  and  death  was  outlined. 
Thniugh  the  scene  moved  many  figures  brought  there  by  the 
wed, — many  of  them  ministering  in  faithful  unselfishness 
to  their  knowledge,  others  preying  upon  a  stricken 
cDommxiity.  The  personal  recollection  of  a  worker  in  that 
tnnergency  is  that  a  strangely  debased  type  of  adventurer 
cune  to  Jacksonville, — immoral,  abandoned  women  and  unprin- 
dpled  men.  Many  snch  persons  were  on  the  lists  as  nurses 
Biid  there  were  Northern  volunteers  among  them.  The  Red 
Cron  idea  had  been  seized  by  the  pnpular  raind  and  the  glamour 
of  the  brassard  made  itself  felt.  Many  actors  in  those  scenes 
made  and  wore  on  their  arms  or  shoulders  the  emblem  to 
which  they  had  no  right  whatever.  It  would,  therefore,  be 
unfair  to  judge  the  status  of  Red  Cross  nursing  even  in  that 
formlefis  period,  by  the  individuals  who  claimed  to  be  Red 
CroM  workers. 

The  local  health  board  very  properly  deported  objectionable 
diaracters  to  a  detention  and  quarantine  camp  (Camp  Perry) 
bx  charge  of  Dr.  Guiteras,  tlie  yellow  fever  specialist,  and  items 
of  this  kind  occasionally  appeareil  in  the  New  York  papers:^ 

For  verj*  good  reasons  another  nurse  will  be  forwarded  to 
Camp    Perry   tomorrow,  .  .  .  the   action   of   the   Board   of 

•-TTw  Red  CroM."  by  CUra  Barton,  p,  147-148. 
*lj«v  York  rri6ufi«.' September  22,  1888. 
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Health  in  regard  to  incompetent  and  immoral  nurses.  .  .  . 
Two  other  nurses  [their  names  were  printed]  are  at  Camp 
Perry,  sadder  if  not  wiser  women. 


Dr.  J.  Y.  Porter,  who  was  in  charge  of  tlie  Government 
relief  measures,  also  had  charge  of  Goveruiueut  nurses*  Few 
of  these  were  trained  aa  we  count  training  today,  but  the 
''Bureau  of  Nurses  and  Mc*dical  Attention"  answered,  in  all, 
over  seven  hundred  culls  for  help,  llauy  of  the  aides  thus  sup- 
pliinl  were  men  who  hud  8er\'ed  in  various  capacities  in  hos- 
pitals and  were  not  unfauiiliar  with  scenes  of  disease  and  death. 
The  theory  of  immunity  seems  then  to  have  been  w*nived  and 
this  was  especially  so  at  a  temporary  hospital  on  the  pavilion 
plan  which  was  erected  for  the  epidemic  emergency  on  the 
sand  dunes  outside  of  Jacksonville.  It  was  called  the  Sand- 
hills Hospital  and  as  early  as  the  ^Oth  of  August  was  in  charge 
of  Dr.  Sollice  Mitchellj  brother  of  Ncal  Mitchell,  then  presi- 
dent of  the  Jacksonville  Board  of  Health. 

It  is  at  this  time  that  Jane  A.  Delano,  who  later  takes  so  im- 
portant a  part  in  this  history,  first  enters  its  pages,  though 
not  through  Red  Cross  channels.  Dr.  Sollice  Mitchell  had 
been  a  Bellevue  interne.  He  had  had  his  surgical  service  in 
the  ward  where  Miss  Delano  had  been  head  nurse  and  through 
his  knowledge  of  lier  abilities  she  was  asked  to  come  as  superin- 
tendent of  the  Sandhills  Hospital,  a  position  which  she  filled 
with  distinction  during  her  two  months'  stay.  Two  of  her 
classmates  followed  her  there  as  volunteers,  Wilhelmiiia  Weir, 
a  Canadian,  and  Lavinia  L.  Dock,  a  Pennaylvanian,  each  of 
whom  had  charge  of  u  ward  in  the  hospital- 
Miss  Delano's  later  distinguished  service  in  the  Red  Cross 
gives  a  special  interest  to  this,  her  first  public  service  after 
her  training.  She  had  been  ouv.  of  the  youngest  of  her  class 
(1886)  and  had  ginie  through  the  hospital  so  unobtrusively 
and  with  so  unnfi'ceted  a  quiet  and  reserve  that  few  of  her 
classmates  dreamed  of  the  unusual  abilities  she  later  displayed, 
although  all  her  hospital  work  had  been  well  and  easily  done. 
One  of  the  young  internes  of  that  day,  who  rose  to  the  position 
of  Surgeon  General  of  the  United  States  Navy  (Roar  Admiral 
W.  C  Braisted)  recalled  **a  singularly  clear  keen  intelligence, 
an  abiding  sense  of  duty  and  an  innate  resoluteness  of  charac- 
ter*' as  among  her  characteristics. 

Miss  Delano  was  born  in  Watkins,   New  York,  in   1862. 
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Her  famllj  was  a  substantial  one  of  New  England  stock.  Her 
father  bad  died  in  tlie  Civil  War  and  though  she  was  too  young 
to  remember  him  personally,  his  memory  remained  with  her 
uid  animated  the  intense  interest  that  she  felt,  later,  in  the 
laldiers  and  nurses  of  another  war.  In  appearance  Miss 
DfrJano,  at  Jacksonville,  was  pleasing  without  being  beautiful. 
Sbe  waa  tall  and  of  a  very  calm,  self-contained  bearing,  blue- 
(nrad  and  brown-haired,  with  good  teeth  and  a  soft  line  com- 
pkadon.  She  was  quir't  and  s^^rious  in  manner  and  spoke  but 
tittle.  She  wore  the  Bellevue  uniform  of  blue  and  white  seer- 
andcer  with  the  cap,  which  increased  her  youthful  look  and,  by 
cQatrasty  made  her  poise  and  quietude  seem  the  more  impressive. 
Slie  was  a  disciplinarian,  and  fearless. 

The  hospital  on  the  Sandhills  was  not  long  needed.     After 
ftmnple  of  months  the  epidemic  abated  and  the  Northern  nurses 
and  physicians  were  quarantined  and  returned  to  their  homes. 
A  legend  has  arisen  that  Miss  Delano,  in  advance  of  medical 
knowledge,  insisted  on  the  use  of  mosquito  screens  in  the  hos- 
pitaL    It  was,  indeed,  thoroughly  screened,  and  this  may  have 
been  her  doing.     It  has  been  pointed  out,  however,  that  Dr. 
Finlay's  writings  two  years  before   had  sounded   a  warning 
which    doubtless   made   medical    men   also   suspicious   of   the 
uito. 
r  this  emergency  Miss  Delano  had  twenty  years  of  varied  ^ 
before  she  came  under  the   Red   Cross  flag.      She  | 
»|-  ••  time  in  a  mining  camp  in  Arizona,  persuaded  to 

go  there  by  Dr.  Darlington,  later  Health  Commissioner  of 
Xcvr  Vork  City,  who  was  an  old  family  friend.  For  five  years 
Ae  was  Bupcrintendent  of  nurses  in  the  University  of  Pennsyl- 
tauia  Hospital  with  Miss  M.  E.  P.  Davis  as  head  of  the  hos- 
pJtaL  She  was  one  of  the  first  among  nurses  to  take  the 
Special  Course  in  Philnnthropy  founded  by  the  Charity 
Organization  Society  of  New  York  City,  and  she  followed  this 
by  two  years*  work  as  head  of  the  Girls  Department  in  the 
Honse  of  Refuge  on  Randalls  Island.  In  1903  she  was  called 
to  be  the  bend  of  the  training  school  in  Bellevue,  her  alma 
mater,  and  held  that  position  for  four  years.  Then  for  several 
jrean  her  time  was  broken  by  the  ill  health  and  death  of  her 
widowed  mother.  Absork^d  in  these  cares  Miss  Delano  was, 
from  JlHJrt  to  1908,  sequestered  from  active  nursing  associa- 
tioim.  Her  friends  in  the  later  lied  Cross  work,  however,  know 
tLat  in  the  Jaekdonville  experience  she  had  reached  a  clear 
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conviction  of  what  a  nursing;  rosorve  iiuder  the  Red  Cross  might 
mean  and  of  the  great  uscfulnosa  it  might  have,  and  they  be- 
lieve that  her  special  feeling  for  the  Red.  Cross  dated  from 
that  time. 

At  Johnstown  much  of  the  relief  and  all  the  nursing  work 
waa  carried  on  under  the  Red  Cross.  Philadelphia  had  a  Red 
Cross  Society  afiiliutcd  with  the  National  Association  and  this 
group  sent  a  staff  of  medical  men  and  nurses  to  work  in  the 
tent  hospitals  which  were  used  for  ill  and  injured  persons.  The 
nurses  in  this  corps  were  rather  of  the  **Staff  Nurse,  Old 
Style"  than  of  the  ultra  modern  school.  They  were,  however, 
well  disciplined  and  accustomed  to  working  under  the  direction 
of  the  physicians  who  had  selected  them.  Before  they  arrived 
BellcMie  Uospital  had  again  sent  a  volunteer  nurse,  Lavinia 
L.  Dock,  who  remained  until  the  others  came.  Miss  Barton 
took  a  part  in  the  work  of  relief,  leaving  the  hospital  raanage- 
njent  to  the  physicians  in  charge.  After  this  episode  a  number 
of  years  elapsi»d  without  any  special  awakening  of  nurses  to 
Red  Cross  aims. 

On  the  eve  of  the  war  with  Spain,  which  prepared  the  way 
for  the  present  Red  Cross  Nursing  Sen-ice,  it  may  be  well  to 
give  our  readers  an  impression  of  the  advance  of  nursing  after 
1ST3  and  of  the  main  lines  upon  which  It  had  progressed,  with 
some  touches  of  the  personality  and  characteristics  of  nursing 
leaders. 

The  women  who  had  entered  the  pioneer  field  of  regenerating 
hospitals  and  opening  schools  of  instruction  for  pupil  nurses 
were  women  of  strong  fiber  and  intense  practical  idealism. 
They  entered  a  special  world, — the  old-time  hospital  world, 
where  internal  conditions  of  dirt,  disorder,  immorality  among 
attendants  and  among  patients,  bad  nursing,  coarseness  and 
vulgarity  were  often  hidden  behind  imposing  striictures  and 
fine  outward  appearances.  Even  among  those  of  the  best  class, 
where  respectable  attendants  and  a  good  tone  were  found,  re- 
forms M'ere  diilicult  enough  because  of  the  gn)tesquely  long 
liours, — from  twelve  to  eighteen;  the  strange  survival  of  sys- 
tems of  duty  handini  down  from  the  Middle  Ages,  where  nursing 
attendants  rotated  from  the  wards  to  the  washtubs;  the  total 
absence  of  teaching  and  training,  and  the  generally  widespread 
state  of  satisfaction  of  nunlical  men  and  hospital  dire<'tors  with 
their  domains;  with  the  resulting  resistance,  often  intense  and 
obstinate,  to  innovations,  even  though  brought  in  the  name  of 
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Florence  Nightingale.    It  has  been  said  of  these  pioneers  and 
their  adventures  in  reform: 

"The  women  wlio  plunged  into  this  public  houpeeloaning 
were  so  absorbed  in  it  that  to  them,  for  a  time,  the  outer 
world  ceased  to  exist.  It  was  quite  as  adventurous,  quite  as 
exciting,  as  war  nureing.  Nurses  frora  different  parts  of 
the  country  met  as  veterans  meet — no  other  introduction 
neoesaary  than  their  identity  of  experience.  When  order 
had  l>een  restored  and  time  came  for  conHtructive  work,  they, 
with  one  accord  the  country  over,  took  up  the  problem  of 
giving  their  ])Upits  ampler  teaching  and  a  more  careful 
preparation  than  tliey  themselves  had  had.  It  may  be  con- 
fidently asserted  that  never  in  a  modern  country  has  a  more 
difinteret^ted  and  useful  civic  service  been  performed  by 
women  than  this  regeneration  of  hospitals  by  women's  boards 
and  nurses  during  the  last  three  deeades  of  the  Nineteenth 
Century.  In  all  estimates  of  the  value  of  skilled  nursing  by 
linen  of  education  only  half  the  subject  is  considered  if  the 
micnt<?  moral  uplift  that  they  have  given  to  institutions  be 
forgi>tlen  or  ignored.* 


^ 


A  nmubcr  of  tlie  early  nursing  superintendents  bad  been 
tcarhers, — for  instance,  Mary  Snively,  Louise  Darche,  Irene 
Sutliffe,  Isabel  Hampton  and  Lucy  Drown.  Others  were 
n-pn-seutative  Southern  women  with  a  capacity  for  driving 
work  before  them,  such  as  Lystra  Gretter  and  iliss  (Caroline 
Hsnipton,  Wade  Hampton's  niece.  By  far  the  most  were 
women  who  had  never  l>ofore  undertaken  careers  outside  of 
tbc  family  life  in  which  they  had  been  schooled  by  circum- 

Every  section  of  the  country  was  represented  among  the 
dden  in  nursing  and  many  of  the  strongest  hgun-s  came  from 
Canada,  of  5nl>stantial  English  stock,  indomitable,  progressive 
wid  aerving  well  the  country  in  which  they  found  opportunity 
to  develop  their  talents.  The  methods  and  system  of  training 
and  instruction  In  their  hands  had  been  steadily  rising  since 
15^73.  From  the  course  of  two  years'  hospital  work,  with  in- 
aimction  limited  to  the  first  year,  modeled  upon  Miss  Night- 
b^de's  pattern  in  St  Thomas'  Hospital,  American  superin- 
lendenta  grad\ially  extended  classes  and  lectures  throughout 
Ac  oourse,  provided  post-graduate  work  in  special  hospitals, 


*-iiaiatory  of  Nnrsing."  VoL  III, 


p.  117. 
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arranged  for  affiliation  between  two  or  more  institutions  in 
order  to  insure  wrll-ronndrd  experience,  Icn^hencd  the  two 
jpara'  course  to  thref%  sliorteiied  hours  as  compared  with  the 
aystem  of  ISfiO,  fixed  more  exacting  entrance  retjuirenieuta 
and  made  every  effort  to  raise  the  ethical  and  professional 
plane. 

Organization  on  a  wide  scale  began  in  1893  with  the  forma- 
tion of  the  Society  of  Superintendents  of  Training  Schools 
for  Nurses.  The  superintendents  at  once  began  forming  grad- 
lUate  nurses  into  alumniB  societies  (only  two  such  societies 
had  been  organized  prior  to  1S1)3)  and  these  in  turn  were 
brought  together  under  the  name  "The  Nurses*  Associated 
Ahimnse  of  the  United  States  and  Canada."  Their  first 
regular  convention  was  held  in  Baltimore,  February,  1897, 
There  were  then  two  hundred  and  twenty-one®  training  schools 
[lin  the  United  States  ai»d  Canada  that  were  regarded  by  nursing 
leaders  as  being  already  good  schools  giving  a  general  training, 
or  as  building  steadily  toward  that  end.  They  were  sending 
out,  yearly,  several  thousand  trained  and  taught  women. 

The  Associated  Alunuue  had  at  first  been  formed  in  a  con- 
servative way  by  the  graduates  of  twenty  of  the  foremost 
schools,  but  it  rapidly  became  inclusive  of  all  on  a  broad  gen- 
eral level.  The  main  subject  of  those  early  conferences  was  the 
protection  and  maintenance  of  good  standards.  For  progreijs 
was  by  no  means  uniform  and  tX)utinuous.  Even  worse  than 
the  direct  conflict  with  the  old  system,  was  a  swift  commercial 
exploitation  of  the  new  one.  Opposition  had  sometimes  given 
place  to  an  imitation  skillfully  clothed  in  the  appearance  of 
reality.  The  attractive  uniform,  the  plausible  showing  of  a 
well-graded  course  of  instruction  in  print,  and  the  "diploma" 
were  sometimes  cleverly  used  to  dis^iiae  purely  inoney-making 
institutions,  or  those  of  one  specialty  only,  lacking  in  etpitpment 
and  teaching.  The  methods  of  the  corrcBpondeuce  school, 
well  enough  adapted  |>erliap8  to  some  lines  of  educational 
preparation  for  self-support,  were  beginning  to  reach  into  the 
nursing  field  and  thus  thirty  years  and  less  after  the  opening 
of  the  large  training  schools,  there  were  already  almost  as  many 
different  measurements  by  which  to  test  the  **trained  nurse"  as 
tberw  were  classes  of  institutions.  Problems  of  this  kind 
brought  nurses  to  consider  two  principles  as  basic;  first,  that 

*Jaiu)  Uodaon'a  book  "I!ow  to  Become  a  Ttftined  Nurse."  listed  200 
(1897 If  ttot  including  forei^  or  [KMt-graduiite  iKboolft. 
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minimuin  trainiujti:  must  be  gf'neral  (i.  c,  including  medical, 
ojil,  gynecological  and  obstetrical  experience) ;  next,  that 
DOTsiDg  education  and  administration  -roust  be  directed  by 
mirses.  These  principles  have  controlled  the  nursing  profession 
in  all  its  subsequent  history. 

Alteorbed  then  iu  educational  and  disciplinary  problems  and 
in  the  extension  of  their  related  branches,  the  nurses  of  the 
oounlry  had  not  yet  been  called  upon  as  an  organized  body  for 
any  public  service,  nor  had  tliey  raet  any  national  emergency 
up  to  tl»e  time  of  the  war  with  Spain. 

In  her  stay  abroad  after  the  Civil  War,  Miss  Barton  had 
rbed  the  European  system  of  Red  Cross  nursing  and  war 
of  work  and  had  accompanied  the  German  ambulances  dur- 
ing the  war  of  1870.  So  deeply  impressed  was  she  that  on  her 
retnrn  to  her  own  country,  she  hoped  and  planned  to  establish 
tbflt  system  here.  It  emphasized  the  volunteer  aid,  as  shown  in 
these  Articles: 

TV.  In  time  of  peace  the  committees  and  sections  shall 
train  and  instruct  volunteer  nurses. 

V.  In  the  event  of  war,  they  shall  organize  and  place 
volunteer  nurses  on  an  active  footing. 

VI.  The  committees  ^hall  send  volunteer  nurses  to  the 
field  of  battle. 

In  1893  a  branch  of  the  American  National  Red  Cross  was 
organized  in  New  York  City  and  tlirough  its  etforts  a  small 
hoapital  waa  opened  which,  Miss  Bartou  hoped,  would  be  the 
fint  of  many  similar  institutions  and  would  prepare  Red  Cross 
Sisters  uu  the  Eumptmn  model,  for  service  under  the  Red  Cross 
fit^  This  little  fouudatiuu,  at  Erat  located  in  a  small  rented 
bouse,  was  formally  opened  in  1^93  in  Miss  Barton's  presence 
and  under  her  direct  auspices.  To  carry  on  the  hospital  work 
and  the  teaching,  Miss  Burton  had  the  aid  of  Dr.  A.  Monae 
Lcaier  and  his  wife,  who  shared  her  enthusiasm  for  the  Red 
Croas  nursing  of  Germany.  Dr.  Lesser  was  a  skillful  surgeon; 
his  wife,  Bettiua  Hofker  lesser,  who  was  familiar  with  foreign 
ttyyitfg  systems,  was  also  an  American  trained  nurse,  having 
graduated  from  Mt.  Sinai  Hospital  School  for  Nurses,  New 
York  City,  in  1803. 

The  circular  showing  the  organization  plan  of  the  Red  Cross 
Hnapital  is  a  real  treasure  from  the  historical  viewpoint 
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Red  Cross  Hospital  &  Training 

School  for  Sisterfi,  Xew  York, 

833  West  100th  Street 


William  T.  Wanlwell,  Presidentj 

A.  Mouae  Lesser,  M.  D,, 

Executive  Surgeon. 


Under  the  direct 

auspices  of 

The  American  National 

Red  Cross, 

Rt.  Hon.  Clara  Barton, 

President, 

Washington,  D.  C. 


In  order  to  become  a  Sister  of  the  Red  Cross  the  applicant 
must  be  of  unquestionable  character  and  qualilicatious.  Fur- 
ther, she  must — 

1.  Take  the  regular  two  years  and  three  months*  course 
of  training  nt  the  Red  Cross  Hospital;  or 

2,  Present  certificates  from  some  reputahle  training 
school  for  nurses,  and  take  six  months'  post  graduate 
in  methods  s[)eciall)'  applicable  to  war  or  other  national 
calamity.  At  the  expiration  of  the  course,  \ipon  giving 
satisfactory  evidence  of  requisite  litness.  the  candidate 
is  graduated  as  a  Red  Cross  Sister  and  can  thereafter 
act  as  such  either  at  home  or  abroad. 

In  cases  of  emergency  nurses  may  be  enlisted  for  the  spe- 
cial need  upon  presentation  of  their  certiticatcs  nud  without 
taking  the  six  months'  course  mentioned  in  2;  but  it  should 
be  uuderstofHl  that  at  the  close  of  the  service  in  question  their 
relation  witli  tlie  Red  Cross  ceases,  until  they  can  be  gradu- 
ated in  the  regular  way.  In  this  connection,  however,  crtnlit 
will  be  given  for  character  of  work  done  duriiig  the  enlist- 
ment 

The  certificates  above  mentioned  are: 

a.  A  certificate  of  health  and  character. 

b.  Certificate   (or  a  true  copy  thereof)   of  graduation 
from  training  school. 

c.  The  enclosed  blank  properly  filled  out. 

Candidates  must  have  no  idea  that  there  is  any  romantic 
or  sentimental  attractiveness  in  the  stem  demands  of  war, 
pestilence  or  famine.  The  emergencies  of  the  service  are 
often  trying,  sometimes  involving  privation  and  danger,  and 
only  those  ready  for  such  work  can  be  of  real  use. 

The  Sisters  arc  required  to  be  within  call  at  all  times, 
ready  to  respond  to  any  order  authorizeil  by  the  President 
of  the  American  National  Red  Cross.  The  institution  is 
Al>H()lutely  neutral  and  non-8ectarian,  not  in  the  sense  of 
ignoring,  but  of  respecting  every  nationality  and  all  religions. 
The  Red  Cross  is  a   volunteer  institution^  guided  by  and 


< 
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practising  regular  military  tactics.  The  Sisters  are  required 
to  devote  their  entire  atteution  during?  the  period  of  their 
service  to  the  work  to  which  they  are  assigned,  and  must 
chBerfuIly  obey  the  instructions  of  their  directors. 

No  salary  is  paid,  but  during  actual  t^rvice  the  best  avail- 
able provision  is  made  for  the  support  and  requirements  of 
tlie  Sisters. 

Information  when  and  where  examinations  for  ranks  may 
be  made  will  be  sent  upon  receipt  of  signed  application. 
Should  at  any  time  one  be  found  unfit  for  certain  service  in 
the  field  changes  will  be  made  as  found  proper. 

These  rogulatious  are  made  for  the  purpose  of  rendering 
best  aid  to  the  sufferer,  best  assistance  to  the  physicians  and 
surgeons  and  to  those  who  devote  themselves  to  attend  the 
sick  and  wounded. 

By  order  of  the 

Right  Hon.  Ci*.vba  Bahton, 

President  American  National  Red  CroBs, 
Bettina  a.  IIofkek-Les8ek, 

Sister-in-Chicf,  lied  Cross  Hospital. 

(For  male  applicants,  read  Male  Attendant  instead  of  Sister) 

In  1870,  vi'hen  Miss  Barton  saw  German  nursing,  it  was  by 
fio  means  model.     The  deaconess's  were  then  the  best  trained 

id  Hed  Cross  nursing  in  war  j;iine  was  largely  in  the  hands  of 
KtM  Moateurs.  Twenty  years  later,  when  the  Now  York  Red 
OroM  Hospital  was  opened,  a  number  of  excellent  training 
•diools  for  nurses  had  indeed  been  developed  in  German  Red 
CitMS  hospitals,  but  the  whole  system  on  which  their  nurses 
ircre  maiutAiuod  and  controlled  was  foreign  to  American  ideas. 
The  founders  of  the  Bellevuc  school  had  affirmed  the  principle 
of  economic  and  professional  independence  for  nurses  after 
mrnpleting  their  hospital  course  and  this  was  tenaciously  held 
to  bv  ibe  young  profession,  ^fiss  Barton  and  the  Tvossers  did 
not  perceive  how  much  at  variance  were  their  nursing  ideas 
with  those  which  had  been  firmly  established  around  them. 
Their  hospital  organization  was  destined  to  fail, — not  because 
it  was  of  small  beginnings,  but  because  what  they  were  hoping 
to  do  bad  already  been  done  in  a  different  and  more  enduring 
wav- 

in  1893  when  the  Red  Cross  hospital  in  100th  Street  was 
opened,  there  were  all  around  it  in  the  large  training  schools 
cd  the  citv,  the  very  women  who  later  took  important  parts  in 
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the  Spanish-American  War  work  and  still  Inter  helped  to 
perfect  the  present  Ked  Cross  Cursing  Scn^icr.  Bnt  Miss 
Barton  was  apparently  oblivious  of  the  army  of  nurses  ready 
trained  and  eager  to  serve.  Older  women,  w^hosc  memory 
reached  some  years  back,  recalled  the  fact  that  even  before 
war  was  thought  of,  but  as  some  incident  or  published  word 
brought  the  Red  Cross  to  the  front,  nurses  had  often  applied 
individually  to  know  how  they  could  "join  the  Red  Cross"  and 
were  invariably  disappointed  at  finding  no  response. 

Yet  with  the  oncoming  of  the  Spanish-American  War,  the 
New  York  Red  Cross  Hospital  with  pathetic  inadeqiiacy  stood 
forth  to  meet  the  emergency.  We  do  not  know  how  many  Sis- 
ters it  had  trained,  nor  how  much  it  was  prepared  to  do  in 
fitting  civilinn  nurses  for  war  work,  hut  it  i.s  elear  that  its 
resources  must  have  been  but  slightj  far  in  a  later  rt?2>ort  Dr. 
Lesser  wrote: 

During  the  last  four  years,  from  the  time  Sister-in-Chief 
Rettina  had  introduced  the  idea  of  training  Hed  Cross  nurpes 
in  this  countr^v,  we  had  labored  with  the  desire  of  having  an 
adequate  number  of  trained  Red  Cross  Sisters,  well  known 
to  us  and  upon  whose  effortK  anH  eapabihtiep  we  might  rely; 
unfortunately  we  met  with  but  indifferent  success,  there  being 
no  thought  of  war  to  stimulate  the  undertaking," 

As  the  prospect  of  war  nursing  came  nearer  and  nurses 
offered  their  services  in  various  directions,  some  to  the  War 
Department  and  others  to  the  Red  Cross,  the  Red  Cross  Ho&- 
pital  enrolled  all  those  of  attested  character  who  applied  to  it, 
listing  some  as  fully  trained,  some  as  partly  trained,  and  others 
as  untrained  but  capable  and  intelligent  vohinteers,  and  the 
earliest  «)ntingent8  sent  out  from  it  rL'pn;sented  all  of  tliese 
groups.  A  great  advance  over  the  chaotic  conditions  that  had 
prevailed  in  the  yellow  fever  epidemic  was  even  then  obvious. 
It  has  been  said  that  there  was  "only  one  adventuress**  in  the 
first  large  nursing  expedition  of  the  Spanish- American  War 
that  was  recniited  almost  entirely  by  the  Red  Cross  Hospital, 
and  on  the  other  hand  that  group  included  a  number  of  pro- 
fessional and  volunteer  women  whose  effective  services  in 
action  soon  became  well  and  widely  known. 

-••Conduct  of  the  War  with  Spain."  Vol.  V,  p.  2384. 
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Orgamigciicn   of   the   Red   Cross   in   1898— The    Red   Cross 
Sisters — Nursing  under   the    Goverfln^€ni — Red 
Cross  Auxiliary  No,  3 

WHEN  the  venr  1898  opened,  tLe  officers  of  the  Ameri- 
can National  Red  Cross  were:  Clara  Burton,  presi- 
dent; George  Kennan,  vice  president;  Stephen  E. 
Barton,  Executive  Coniniittee  member;  David  L.  Cobb,  coun- 
Dr,  A-  Alouae  Lesser  and  bis  wife  Bcttina,  who  were, 
wapectively,  executive  surgeon  and  chief  of  hospitui  work. 
Before  the  United  States  declared  war  on  Spain,  Miss  Barton 
hjfcd  gone  to  Cuba  with  relief  for  the  reconcentrtulos.  With  hor 
was  a  BtafF  of  workers,  amou^  them  being  four  Sisters  from 
the  Red  Cross  Hospital.  In  March,  the  Cuban  Relief  Com- 
mittee chartered  the  steamship  i<lale  of  Texas  and  loaded  her 
with  food,  clothing,  medicines  and  hospital  supplies  for  the 
Cabftns.  She  was  a  true  Red  Cross  Relief  Ship,  sent  under  the 
Red  Cross  flag  and  in  conformity  with  the  articles  of  the  Geneva 
Convention,  to  be  turned  over  to  the  American  National  Red 
CrcMH.  Miss  Barton  went  to  a  Florida  p<»rt  to  meet  the  ship 
and  go  with  it  to  Cuba,  but  her  plans  were  frustrated  by  the 
drclaraUon  of  war  (April  25,  1808)  and  the  Stale  of  Texas 
did  not  reach  Cuba  until  she  went  with  the  transports  convey- 
ing the  United  iSutes  Army,  and  entered  the  harbor  of  San- 
tiago. Instead  of  aiding  reconcentrados  Miss  Barton  had  to 
meet  the  desperate  emergency  of  aiding  ill  and  wounded  Ameri- 
can aoldierfli  So  far  only  aa  the  nursing  story  goes,  her  efforts 
bo  recorded  here.,  but  in  any  estimate  of  the  eharutrtcr  and 
of  die  noraing  work  it  must  be  remembered  tliat  this 
tnsk  was  a  very  different  one  from  that  which  Miss  Barron  bad 
\mak  aothorised  to  undertake,  and  that  much  of  the  criticism 
p«t  forth  at  that  time  arose  from  an  imperfect  understanding 
■fdusfacL 

25 
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At  iirst  the  Red  Cross  Hospital  functioned  aa  its  directors 
Lad  h<jpcd  and  meant  it  should  do.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees  on  April  23,  181)8,  a  eoimnittee  was  appointed  to  be 
responsible  for  a  supply  of  nurses  for  the  war.  Sister-in-Chief 
Bettiua  (Mrs.  Lesser)  had  a  seat  on  this  committee,  which 
began  at  once  to  plan  for  calls  for  nurses.  We  may  fairly  say, 
therefore,  that  the  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service  was  historically 
anticipated  at  that  meeting,  by  that  committee.  Soon  after- 
wards its  services  were  formally  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Government  by  Dr.  Lesser. 

At  the  same  time  a  wide  reorganization  and  enlargement  of 
Red  Cross  circles  was  under  way  in  New  York  City.  This 
was  initiated  by  Mr.  William  Wardwell,  president  of  the  Rod 
Cross  Hospital  and  director  of  the  New  York  Red  Cross 
Society,  who,  foreseeing  the  progress  of  events,  brought  about 
the  formation  of  a  larger  ci^mmittee  called  the  "American 
National  Red  Cross  Relief  Committee.''  This  new  commit- 
tee was  entrusted  by  Miss  Bart<>u  with  the  task  of  inviting  and 
promoting  the  C(xiporation  of  similar  conunittees  throughout 
the  country.  Mr.  William  Wardwell  was  one  of  the  vice 
chairmen  of  the  enlarged  body  and  Bishop  Potter  wuh  its 
chairman.  The  Sc(;retury  of  State  (Wm.  R.  Day)  then  made 
it  known  that  the  American  National  Red  Cross  would  be 
recognized  as  "the  proper  and  solo  reprosentative  in  the  United 
States  of  the  International  Committee,"  ^  thus  fixing  the  offi- 
cial status  of  the  Red  Cn»ss.  Secretary  Hay  also  stated  that 
Congressional  action  would  protect  the  insignia  of  the  Red 
Cross  from  use  by  any  unautliori/xd  person.  This  pmtection 
had  not  previously  been  accorded  by  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment.^ 

The  early  reports  of  the  Relief  Committee  gave  on  the  title 
page  the  names  of  Miss  Barton  and  other  national  officers,  fol- 
lowed by  tliose  of  the  new  gnuip  in  New  York  City. 

The  American  National  Red  Cross  Relief  Committee  as  its 
first  step  had  appointed  a  "Women's  Committee  on  Auxiliaries" 
charged  with  the  duty  of  organizing  similar  auxiliary  commit- 

'  Letter  from  Ihe  Seoretnry  of  State  to  the  War  Department,  quoted  in 
'*Tho  Red  Cnws  in  Peace  and  War."  p.  377. 

'CoHfiTeH  did  not  take  the  action  promiaw!  I)v  Mr.  Day  until  1000. 
8«e  Congrenaional  DifloiiAsinna  and  Actiona  upon  Varioua  Measiires  of 
the  Incnrporation  of  the  Red  Cross  and  the  Prolwtion  of  ita  Iniiijtnift, 
1894  to  I»10,  compiled  hy  Oen.  Goorgo  W.  Davis  with  hit*  Notes  on  same 
Red  Croaa  Library,  Kationul  Heudqiiartera.  Washington,  D.  C. 
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tPt*  (»f  wfimon  thrmighout  the  Uuited  Statea.  Almost  one  hun- 
tlrp«l  s\\vh  auxiliaries  were  formed,  each  one  taking  tip  somL* 
one  Bpecial  rcapoiisibilily.  They  were  designated  by  numbera. 
The  New  York  group  was  known  as  Auxiliary  No.  3,  but  also 
tnok  the  name  **Red  Cross  Society  for  Maintenance  of  Trained 
XuTSP*.*'  B<»sides  orgnniziug  the  otliers  it  became  the  central 
agency  of  relief  and  also  thrtingh  a  committee  on  nursing,  it 
took  over  and  finally  controlled  the  whole  Red  Cross  nursing 
•ervice  in  New  York  and  iiiUnenced  materially  the  general 
scn'ice  during  the  war. 

Reference  will  be  made  again  to  the  new  auxiliary's  activi- 
ties after  following  the  Rod  Cross  nurses  in  Cuba  and  tracing 
the  early  steps  in  nursing  which  were  taken  by  the  Oovem- 
meot 

Dr.  Lessers  official  report^  written  after  the  events,  says  of 
the  first  steps  taken: 

Immediately  after  the  declaration  of  war  with  Spain,  I 
Toocived  the  order  from  the  provident  of  the  American  Xa- 
tioual  Ked  Cross  to  the  effert,  **that  the  Red  Cross  Hospital 
T  M'/nt  fhall  be  ready  for  service  in  the  war."     By  the 

I  of  the  president  (Miss  Barton)  all  applications 
fur  enlistment  and  communications  relating  to  this  service 
were  sent  to  the  New  York  Red  Cross  Hospital.  A  certain 
standard  of  experience  and  character  was  eHtahlished  as  neces- 
sary for  enlistment  on  our  staff.  A  number  of  applications 
from  physicians,  nurses  and  other  assistants  were  received 
.  .  .  and  those  whoi*e  qualifications  and  recommendations 
seemed  satisfactory  were  chosen  and  placed  upon  a  list  for 
further  investigation  and  final  selection.  From  the  large 
number  of  names  of  trained  and  other  nurses  the  Sister-in- 
Chief  and  I  had  selected  men  who  we  believed  would  Imj 
physically  able  to  carry  wounded  soldiers,  also  trained 
uurses  and  gentlewomen  who  seemed  least  susceptible  to 
disease,  .  .  .* 

Wben  Miss  Barton  reached  the  Cuban  shore  she  took  her 
ip  to  Siboney,  where  there  was  need  of  supplies  and  aid,  and 
her  representatives  made  their  way  to  the  Arrny  hospital.  They 
were  not  immediately  accepted  for  service  there,  so  carrie<i 
tbeir  offers  to  the  Cubuu  hospital,  where  they  were  gratefully 

"CnnduH  of  \hc  Wur  with  Spain."  Surgeon  Oi'ncriira  Report,  Vol.  V, 
S3S4.     See   jlIbo    "Reportti    of    the    Atnericoxi    Red    Crow    Belief    Cqcl- 
pw  174. 
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accepted.  Presently  their  assistance  was  asked  for  by  Major  La 
Garde  of  the  American  forces,  in  a  hospital  designated  by  him, 
and  was  ^ven. 

The  Red  Cfoss  Sisters,  foreign  fashion,  were  called  by  their 
first  names.  ^Irs.  Lesser,  who  was  Sister-in-Chief,  was  Sister 
Bettiua.  She  and  Sister  Minnie  were  in  charge  of  the  tents; 
Sister  Annie  with  a  volunteer  assistant,  Mrs.  White,  was  in 
the  lied  Cross  Hospital;  Sister  laabelle  and  Sister  Blanche 
helped  with  operations.  The  need  of  nurses  was  already 
acutely  felt.     Dr.  Lesser  said  at  this  point  in  his  narrative: 

News  of  another  battle  was  expected.  Finally  it  was  agreed 
to  request  more  Red^Cross  aifl  by  telegraph.  A  call  for  one 
hundred  Sisters  was  suggested  nnd  Mrs.  lesser  was  consulted 
in  the  matter.  We  had  fifty  trained  nurnes  and  assistants  on 
our  lists,  also  women  to  art  as  matrons  to  distribute  nourish- 
ment, etc.,  whom  we  hoped  we  could  rely  upon.  We  promised 
to  send  for  that  number  immediately,  as  we  had  sent  for 
twenty-five  already.* 


i 


I 


The  call  for  the  twenty-live  nurses  here  mentioned  is  of  inter- 
est, as  it  gave  tbeir  names  and  was  signed  by  Miss  Barton.  It 
was  sent  to  Stephen  Barton  and  transmitted  by  him  to  the 
Auxiliary  Xo.  3,  or  to  the  Red  Cross  Hospital.  As  it  arrived 
in  Now  York  it  was  written  out  as  here  shown: 


Plavadeleste, 

July  2,  1898. 

Barton,  New  York, 

Williflra  Street. 

Siboney — Send  nurses  nuttell  coflin  shaw  sisters  lavinia 

eva  gard  5  gardner  nitty  houligney   Anna  nuesping  raedora 

alien  ptnun  tleigge  hihla  olsen  e<lith  abrams  marjraret  mcguir 

doctors  nuns  gill  vogel  two  hundred  fifty  equipped  bed  linen 

towels  clothes,  _, 

Babton.* 


I 


Before  completing  the  story  of  the  adventures  of  the  little 
group  of  Sisters  thus  caught  accidentally,  as  it  were,  in  the 
war  current,  it  is  necessary  to  return  to  the  larger  evcnta  in 


••'Conduct  of  the  War  with  Spain."  Surj;e<>n  Gencrara  Report,  Vol.  V, 
p.  37. 

'Files  of  thp  R«J  CroM  Society  for  the  Maintenance  of  Trained  Nuraea, 
Uaj  to  July.  1808. 


J 


f^ifjif,    lfi»H,  bp  Clara  Hartnn. 

A  itroup  of  American  Red  Croas  Sisters  who  served  at  Siboney  during  the 
Spanish-Amerioau  War. 
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Red  Crose  activity  wliich  affoeted  the  Red  Crosa  Hospital  serv- 
ire,  uiid  to  trace  tlip  steps  which  liad  been  taken  by  Miss 
BartoD'S  officers  in  preparation  for  war  nursing. 

In  June,  1898,  tlie  Departments  accepted  the  offer  of  services 
made  by  the  Red  Cross.     Dr.  Leaser  wrote : 

After  the  Department  of  War  had  approved  and  accepted 
tlie  servic*-?  of  the  Red  Cross  to  gupplement  the  work  of  the 
Army  Medical  Department  in  case  of  need,  I  called,  in  the 
capacity  of  Surgeon-in-Chief  of  the  Atiieriiaii  National  Red 
Cross,  uj>on  Surgeon  General  Sternbiirg  of  the  United  States 
Army.  I  was  acTompanied  by  the  Sister-in -Chief.  We  asked 
the  Surgeon  General  for  information  in  regard  to  field  service 
— in  his  opinion  a  hospital  ship  would  be  the  best  service  that 
»c  mii^tit  render.  He,  however,  referred  us  to  Colonel  Green- 
leaf,  who.  he  said,  would  have  charge  of  the  field.  After  a 
short  interview  the  Colonel  said  that  he  felt  there  would  be 
^  land  service  and  that  it  would  be  wise  for  us  to  be  pre- 
pared.* 

The  story  now  returns  to  the  place  where  the  Red  Crosa 
Sisters  were  left  at  work  with  Dr.  La  Garde.  The  need  of 
Durse«  had  grown  steadily  more  urgent  and  tinally,  as  already 
reeorded,  a  number  were  cabled  for.    Dr.  Lesser  wrote : 

That  morning  Miss  Barton,  with  George  Kennan  and 
several  of  her  stalT,  had  gone  to  the  front  and  before  leaving 

"iss  Barton  instructed  her  secretary,  Mr.  C.  H.  H.  Cottrell, 
in  the  presence  of  Mrs.  lesser  and  myself,  that  at  our  request 
be  phould  cable  in  her  name  for  such  persons  and  material 
fts  should  he  needed  in  the  hospital  department.  Since  it 
was  the  wiftli  of  the  surgeon  of  the  camp,  we  cabled  first  by 
name  and  then  by  special  list  for  fifty  nurses,  ten  assistants, 
a  number  of  immune  physicians  and  complete  hospital  equip- 
ment to  make  at  least  five  hundred  patients  comfortable.  The 
woundt'd  continued  to  arrive  for  four  days*.  Surgeon  Major 
La  Garde  did  me  the  honor  of  consulting  me  in  regard  to  the 
nursing  and  I  suggested  tluit  ^uua  of  the  Sisters  leave  the 
ojierating  tables  and  take  tharge  of  the  jmtients  in  the  tents. 
The  rows  of  te.nt^  were  then  plared  in  her  (Mrs.  Lesser's) 
charge  and  she  portioned  the  work  of  caring  for  them  among 
the  Sisters  assisted  by  hospital  corpsmen.' 

*IUport«,   American    Kotional   Red  Cross    Rolipf   ComraUtiws,   p.    177. 
•*^Cowlnct  of  the  War  with  Spain."  SurgeoD  Generil's  Report,  Vol,  V, 
pp.  «388^238»-2391. 
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In  the  midst  of  this  arduous  work,  July  15,  Dr.  Lesser  and 
all  his  nurses  were  striekeu  down  by  yollow  fovor.  It  was  sup- 
posed that  their  little  Ked  Cross  hospital,  whie.h  had  been  wn- 
struoted  in  a  Cuban  dwellings  was  infected.  At  the  time  nnieii 
controversy  went  on  as  to  who  was  blaniablc,  but  since  the  mode 
of  transmission  of  yellow  fever  was  then  still  uudeni  '  "ated, 
the  criticism  and  hard  fooling  engendered  by  those  utsputes 
were  futile.  Meantime  Dr.  La  Garde  waited  impatiently,  in 
^reat  need,  for  the  expected  reenforeement  of  nurses.  Still 
ithey  did  not  come.  They  had,  however,  been  dispatched  from 
New  York  by  the  Auxiliary  No.  3.     Dr.  Leaser's  story  tells  us: 

In  tlie  meantime  word  from  Assistaj^t  Surgeon  General 
Oroenlcaf  was  received  at  Siboney,  stating  that  fortj'-five  Ked 
CroHS  Sisters,  surgeons  and  other  assistants  had  arrived  at 
Guantanamo,  waiting  to  come  to  us,  and  as  we  returned  the 
same  day  from  the  fever  camp.  Surgeon  Major  Ia  Carde 
telegraphed  and  telephoned  repeatedly  for  them  to  come,  but 
he  received  no  reply.  Feeling  that  under  existing  circum- 
stances, and  exhausted  from  work  and  ilhicsf,  we  could  not 
continue  to  work  without  more  assistance,  I  applied  for  our 
return.' 

Dr.  lesser  and  the  Sisters  went  north  on  the  steamship 
Concho  from  SiUmey  to  New  York  (about  August  24),  but  no 
record  of  the  Sisters-  subsequent  activities  have  been  found. 
Concealed  at  first  by  the  absence  of  surnames,  it  is  quite  possible 
that  they  returned  into  war  work  under  their  ordinary  titles. 

The  lied  Cross  hospital  had  already  lM?gun  losing  its  preced- 
ence because  of  the  larger  organization  growing  up  around  it. 
At  the  time  of  Miss  Barton's  entrance  into  Cuba,  Dr.  Lesser 
had  urged  that  twelve  Rt»d  Cross  Sisters  and  several  others 
8ckH!ted  by  Sister  Bottina  should  be  sent  on  the  Sfatr  of  Texas 
to  join  the  four  who  were  awaiting  them  in  the  Soutli,  but  for 
fiomc  (undoubtedly  valid)  reason  they  wore  not  sent,  to  liis 
great  chagrin.  At  this  point  the  opening  first  appears  of  that 
transition  process  in  the  nursing  system  of  the  Red  Cross  which 
led  from  the  little  group  of  volunteer  Sisters  to  tlio  highly 
modernized  Nursing  Service  of  1017,"  and  sucli  periods  are 

•  "Conduct  of  the  War  with  Spain,"  Surgeon  Gcnerarg  R«port,  Vol.  V, 
p.  2.103. 

'For  fuller  detfliU  r^:  Rfp^irtd  ftf  the  Amprican  Red  Crops  Rctipf 
(k^mmitteefl,  p.  I7ft,  nnd  *'Con<hict  of  llic  War  with  Spain,"  Sur(iccii> 
General's  Report.  Vol.  V.  p.  238  U 
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painful  to  those  who  iiud  themselves  displaced.  One  cannot 
but  feel  that  the  Lessors  did  not  have  a  "good  chance"  and  that 
SUter  Bettiua  might  have  administered  easily  the  larger  staff 
of  Duree«  that  she  vainly  tried  tn  secure. 

To  return  to  Dr.  La  Garde;  the  failure  of  the  nurses  so 

aigerly  awaited  and  so  much  needed,  to  reach  him,  had  its 

explanation    in    the   unwillingness   of   the   Surgeon   General's 

omc<»  to  send  nurses  into  Cuba  who  were  not  known  to  be  im- 

^AiiUL'  to  yellow  fever,  for  l)r.  Sternberg  was  very  careful  on 

^tflia  point     Other  reports  of  those  strenuous  days  confirm  I>n 

jBHter's  story  and  among  several  reference's  to  the  nursing  situa- 

Cbn  of  that  time  that  are  to  be  found  in  the  report  of  Dr. 

Charles  R.  Oreenleaf,  Chief  Army  SurgiH>u  in  the  Field,  one 

explains  why  Dr.  La  Garde  aid  not  receive  his  reenforcement 

of  nurses: 

On  the  18th  of  July  we  proceeded  to  Guantanamo  Bay,  the 
rendezvous  for  the  Porto  Rican  expedition.  At  this  place 
we  found  a  dotaehment  of  doctors  and  female  nurpcs  on  board 
the  steamship  Lampasas  that  had  been  sent  to  work  with 
the  Ked  rros^s  Association.  Ae  they  wiuld  not  go  into  Cuba 
or  land  from  their  own  ship,  I  determined  to  use  them  in 
Fthe  Porto  Rican  expedition,  and  subsequent  events  demon- 
atrated  the  wisdom  of  this  action,  i?inco  the  increase  of  typhoid 
fever  cases  on  board  the  Pteaniship  Yulf.  was  very  large,  re- 
quiring the  transfer  of  some  eighty  odd  to  the  ship  on  which 
these  nurses  were  quartered,  which  I  converted  into  a  quasi- 
ho»pital  ship,  notifying  the  medical  officers  in  charge  of  the 
various  transports  to  send  their  sick  to  it,  and  with  them 
.descrijjtive  lists,  complete  transfer  lists,  and  sufficient  qiianti- 
Mes  of  medical  supplies  and  rations  to  last  during  the  return 
voyage  to  the  States."* 

T  in  the  summer  a  report  on  this  expedition  was  s*»nt  to 
American  Red  Cross  by  one  of  the  party,  Miss  Itutty,  who 
had  been  placed  in  direct  charge  of  the  trained  nurses.  She 
wtk»  not  a  nurse,  but  had  been  efficient  and  practical  and  showed 
gifta  of  management.  Her  report  is  included  at  this  point, 
becAUae  it  is  a  connecting  link  between  the  Ked  Cross  Hospital 
war  work  and  that  of  the  Auxiliary  No.  3.  Addressed  to  Sister 
Beitina,  as  still  holding  the  position  of  Sister-in-Chief,  the  re- 
porta  of  the  Auxiliary  to  be  given  later  show  that  the  Lampasas 

•**Condiu't   of  tlte   Wiir  with   Ppatii,*'    Report   of  the   Surgeon   General, 
'^M,  t>  pp.  036-038. 
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party,  though  made  up  chietly  at  the  hospital,  was  merged  in 
the  general  department  of  admiuistratioii  of  the  auxiliary. 

Report  of  thk  Hfm  Choss  Expkdition  Aboard 
TME  S.  S.  Liimpasas 

To  Betlina  Rofker  Lesser,  Sister-iu-Chief,  Americ&u 
National  Red  Cross 

Left  New  York  July  4  in  tharge  of  nine  nurses,  one 
surgeon  and  two  assistant  nurgeons,  under  orders  to  conduct 
party  to  Cuba.  Miss  Anna  Boligny  according  to  orders 
joined  us  at  Washington.  At  the  Port  of  Tampa  we  joined 
Miss  Gill  and  her  party,  and  under  instruction  from  Mr. 
Stephen  Barton  put  up  at  Tampa  Bay  Hotel,  and  waited  for 
transportation.  The  conduct  of  the  nurses  while  at  Tampa 
was  espei-ially  commended  by  the  officers  of  the  Army  and 
Navy  with  whom  they  came  in  contact.  On  the  night  of 
July  7,  Major  Carter  of  the  Divisional  Hospital,  General 
Snyder's  Camp,  Picnic  Island,  asked  for  nurses  for  typhoid 
nursing.  For  this  service  two  night  nurses  and  two  day 
nurses  were  detailed  for  duty  during  our  etay  in  Tampa. 
July  8  we  boarded  the  S.  S.  Lamftasas,  and  on  July  12  Bailed 
from  the  Port  of  Tampa,  Miss  Uill  having  given  into  my 
hands  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  finances  of  the  combined 
parties.  Arrived  at  Key  West  evening  of  July  14.  At  Mr. 
Cobb's  request  I  went  ashore  to  cable  to  New  York  for  funds. 
Ship  sailed  before  answer  came.  We  were  instructed  to  re- 
main on  board  the  Ijampamis  at  Santiago  until  Ked  Cross 
orders  came.  Sailed  into  harbor  of  Santiago  morning  of 
July  19.  Colonel  Black  having  gone  ashore  for  orders,  re- 
ported that  nothing  could  be  learned  of  the  Red  Cross 
authorities;  that  on  account  of  the  presence  of  yellow  fever, 
anclior  would  be  weighed  at  once,  and  all  communication 
would  l>e  cut  off.  As  we  were  imder  orders  not  to  leave  the 
ship  until  so  instructed,  we  sailed  to  Guantanamo.  On  the 
morning  of  the  30th  gave  orders  that  the  Red  Cross  party 
was  to  be  ready  to  leave  the  sliip  at  noon.  Orders  from 
General  Miles  that  we  go  on  board  the  Oregon  and  return  to 
Santiago.  An  interview  being  had  with  General  Miles,  he 
authorize<l  us  to  remain  on  board  while  awaiting  orders,  and 
Bueh  orders  failing  us  said  he  would  gladl)'  utilize  ut;  at  the 
front.  An  ad<litional  order  came  from  General  Miles  that 
all  immune  nurses  should  be  detailed  for  work  at  Santiago. 
Mr^.  Bull,  the  only  immune  in  our  number,  was  transferred  to 
the  Oregon  in  company  with  Miss  Wheeler  who  had  special 
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permission  to  join  her  father.  Colonel  Black  kindly  put  rae 
ashore,  where  I  cahlod  to  Mr.  Stephen  Barton  explanations, 
id  unkiu^  for  fuuds  and  supplies.  Colonel  Ureenleaf  had 
tated  that  the  supplies  at  hand  were  only  adequate  for  the 
needs  of  their  own  surgeons.  Itumor  reached  us  at  this  time 
that  Dr.  and  Mrs,  Lesser  were  very  ill  with  yellow  fever,  and 
Mies  Barton  having  failed  to  respond  to  a  message  sent  by 
Mre.  >Iutall  in  charge  of  the  party  on  the  Kueccs  and  no  word 
r*»thing  us  from  Dr.  Barton,  we  sailed  for  Porto  Rico.  Hav- 
ing learned  that  it  was  ahsolutely  necesparj*  for  our  future 
usefulness  that  an  organization  he  formed,  the  nurses  and 
doctors  held  a  mass  meeting  on  July  22  and  elected  me  direc- 
tor and  Sister-in-Chnrge.  Sailed  into  Guanira  iluly  25  and  on 
same  afternoon  received  sixteen  patients  from  Comanche, 
Following  morning  fifty-seven  came  from  Yale.  Anchored 
off  Ponce,  evening  of  28.  Quarantined  by  Dr.  D.  R.  Burns 
on  account  of  three  ca.ses  of  measles  and  pemphigus.  Re- 
moval of  quarantine  on  31st.  On  July  31  we  were  asked  to 
proceed  north  with  our  patients.  Colonel  Greenleaf  did  all 
in  his  power  to  assist  us  and  requested  me  to  proceed  to 
Wasliinglou  to  report  to  Surgeon  General  iSteruherg  at  the 
earliest  possible  opportunity.  Sailed  August  1st  leaving  Miss 
Chanler  and  Miss  Boliguy  at  Ponce  at  their  special  request, 
and  with  General  MiW  sanction.  According  to  instructions 
we  landed  our  one  hundred  and  two  patients  at  the  general 
huspital,  Fortress  Monroe,  August  7.  From  Fortress  Monroe 
1  proceeded  to  Washington  and  delivered  Colonel  Grcenleaf's 
jlttter  to  Surgeon  General  Sternberg,  going  thence  to  New 
^"York  and  reporting  to  Red  Cross  authorities  on  August  9. 
We  now  await  further  orders.  Special  mention  should  be 
rnnde  of  Mary  E.  Gladwin,  whose  management  of  the  diet 
kitchen  merita  the  greatest  credit  and  appre<nation  on  the 
irt  of  those  who  worke*!  with  her  and  also  of  the  National 
terl  Cross.  Beatrice  Von  Homrigh  was  most  efficient  in 
vystematizing  the  nursing  on  a  plan  which  has  been  placed 

^^  ^^'  Respectfully  submitted, 

IsABELLE  E.  Rutty, 

Sister-in-Charge. 

Miss  Shaw,  a  young  Bcllevne  trained  nurse  who  had  applied 
at  tlio  Rod  CroBs  Hospital,  was  included  in  this  group  and  her 
r€v<illt*ctioa&  art)  lively  enough  to  deserve  more  space  than  we 
can  ^vo  them.     She  said  of  the  stay  in  Tampa: 

Typhoid  fever  was  raging  there  and  the  nurses  wished  to 
care  for  the  sick  men,  but  there  was  great  difliculty  in  getting 
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permission  to  do  tliiti,  al^  tliere  seemed  to  be  no  organization. 
One  never  knew  what  would  bet-ome  of  one  next.  All  one's 
eenice  seemed  haphazard. 

Miss  Shaw  told  how  the  nurses  were  repeatedly  transferred 
from  one  location  to  another,  "always  obeying  the  last  order, 
no  matter  how  eoniiictiug  with  the  preceding  one." 

Her  recolloetion  was  that  an  eu^ne<^ring  coq>3  was  about 
to  leave  for  Cuba  on  tht>  Lam  j  hi  an, "i  and  that  the  ivurses,  on  their 
own  motitni,  persuaded  the  captain  to  take  them  also.  To  gain 
hia  consent  they  had  to  agree  to  relinquish  temporarily  the 
protection  of  the  Red  Cross  and  accept  all  the  hazards  of  war 
on  a  war  ship  sailing  under  military  orders  in  hostile  waters. 
Wlien  they  arrived  in  Santiago  Harbor,  the  sailors  on  the  ships 
in  the  harbor  turned  spy-glasses  on  them  and  shouted  ^'SkirtsT' 

This  picturesque  but  somewhat  adventurous  expedition  of 
the  Lampam^  in  the  early,  chaotic  ptTiod  of  the  first  war  con- 
dnrted  by  this  country  since  1HG4,  though  muck  criticized  at  the 
time,  cut  a  path  for  later  Red  Cross  nursing  service  and  won 
many  friends  for  nurses.  Dr.  Charles  R.  Greenlcaf,  Chief 
Surgeon  in  the  Field,  wrote: 

The  service  rendered  by  the  members  of  this  detachment 
of  Bed  Cross  people  has  been  invaluable,  and  they  are  entitled 
to  great  credit  for  their  devotion  to  duty,  their  zeal  and 
their  unremitting  care  of  the  sick  under  circumstances  that 
were  peculiarly  trying.  I  shall  be  glad  indeed  to  welcome 
them,  should  they  return,  an<I  I  can  always  find  suitable 
work  for  them  in  the  base  field  hospitals.^^ 

Later  in  the  summer  Dr.  Greenleaf  wrote  to  Dr.  Sternberg: 

Porto  Rico,  August  26th. 
Cabled  you  to-duy  for  Miss  Rutty  and  thirty  nurses.  T 
know  her  to  be  a  goo<]  administrator  and  valuable  woman  and 
if  she  can  bring  with  her  the  nurses  who  were  on  the 
JMmjHiaas  I  shall  be  much  pleased  and  you  will  be  sure  of 
good  service.** 

Witli  this  episode  the  immediate  connection  of  Miss  Barton's 
staff  with  war  ntirsing  ends  and  no  further  records  arc  available 
of  the  intrL'pid  little  group  of  Sisters  and  Sistcr-in-Chief 
Bettina.    A  nursing  report  written  by  the  latter  and  covering 

"••Conduct  of  War  with  Spain,"  Vol.  I,  p.  676. 
"Ihitt,  Vol.  I,  p.  603. 
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^\  '•    j>t'riod  of  their  service  is  alluded  to  in  several  docu- 

ii  lit  cannot  be  found.     It  must  be  concluded  that  it  was 

not  preserved,  an  oversight  that,  from  the  historical  standpoint, 
must  be  deeply  regretted.  For  some  little  time  Dr.  Lesser  con- 
tinued to  enroll  nurses  at  the  Red  Cross  Hospital,  until  the 
complete  organization  of  Auxiliary  No.  3  centered  all  Red 
Ctvsa  Qursliig  activities  in  its  committee. 

A  few  lilies  are  needed  for  the  final  history  of  the  Red  Cross 
Hospital.  As  the  war  went  on,  ita  staff  was  depicted  and  its 
n>glilar  work  interfered  with,  but  it  kept  on  in  the  face  of 
difficulties  and  a  certain  number  of  applicants  passed  through 
it,  6fiTnc  of  whom  made  their  way  directly  into  the  army  service, 
while  others  were  listed  by  the  Auxiliary  No.  3.     After  the 

r  was  over  the  original  Now  York  Red  Cross  Society  en- 

avored  to  carry  on  the  hospital  according  to  its  first  plans. 
In  10O3  a  spec^ial  corporation  was  formed  to  manage  it  and 
in  VJOl  the  building  at  09th  Street  and  Central  Park  West 
w««  eriHjled  and  continued  for  several  years  as  the  New  York 
Kcd  Cross  Hospital.  Agreements  with  the  National  Red  Cross 
ftt  Washington  were  made  (1003)  by  which  the  New  York 
Society  was  to  have  two  members  on  the  hospital  board  and 
Lospital  was  to  be  regarded  as  an  affiliated  body  under  the 

neral  jurisdiction  of  the  National  Red  Cross.  It  was  still 
oped,  in  some  quarters,  that  the  National  lied  Cross  might 
extend  the  work  of  developing  ita  own  hospitals  for  the  train- 
ing of  Red  Cross  nurses,  but  with  the  gradual  abandoiuneut  of 
thiA  idea,  as  the  greater  possibilities  were  perceived  of  building 
ap  a  nursing  service  by  the  help  of  the  professional   forces 

ready  existing,  the  relationship  of  the  Red  Cross  Hospital 

the  National  Committee  ceased  to  have  any  vital  significance, 

and  in  1014  this  relation  was  finally  severed  by  mutual  consent. 

hospital  changed  its  name  and  became  the  Park  Hospital. 

At  the  same  time  that  the  Red  Cross  was  organizing  for  aid, 
t2ie  United  States  Government  was  preparing  an  official  nursing 
BtalT  in  the  event  of  war  and  because  of  the  close  relationship 
of  the  Army  Nursing  Sennce  to  the  Red  Cross,  in  this  as  in 
every  country,  it  is  important  for  us  to  follow  here  its  main 
liiMV.  The  scope  of  this  work  docs  not  permit  a  detailed  pre- 
sentation of  the  Army  Nurse  Corps  and  its  activities  at  that 
UmCf  but  compels  us  to  pass  over  much  of  interest  and  value 
tiiat  belongs  properly  to  a  history  of  a  general,  rather  than  of  a 
^>cci8lized  kind. 
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Ab  early  as  February',  1898,  offic^rti  of  the  Government  be- 
gan to  receive  applications  from  women  who  wished  to  serve 
as  nurses  during  the  approaching  war  and  all  those  letters 
and  papers  found  their  way  to  tlie  lUea  of  the  Surgeon 
Generals  of  the  Army  and  Navy. 

So  wrote  the  medical  woman  who  became  the  official  head 
of  the  trained  nurses  employed  by  tlie  government  in  Army 
nursing  during  the  war  with  Spain,  and  whose  nursing  staff 
developed  into  the  Army  Nurse  Corps. 

Anita  Newcomb  McGee,  M.  D.,  was  the  daughter  of  the 
distinguished  astronomer,  Simon  Newcomb,  and  inherited  in- 
tellectual powers.  Her  medical  studies  were  taken  in  the 
Columbian  (now  George  Washington)  and  Johns  Hopkins 
Universities. 

She  was  a  woman  of  strong  personality,  attractive  in  appear- 
ance, small,  with  dark  hair  and  dark  blue-gray  eyes,  of  very 
quick  movements  and  keen,  rwpid  mental  processes.  Her  social 
and  scientific  position  naturally  brought  her  into  close  acquaint- 
ance with  Washington's  notables  and  before  war  was  declared 
she  had  conversed  with  the  Surgeon  General  of  the  Army, 
General  George  M.  Sternberg,  upon  tlie  use  of  trained  women 
in  Army  work.  It  was  his  purpose  if  war  came,  to  employ 
women  as  nurses,  but  it  was  Dr.  McGee  who  dwelt  iijK>n  the 
importance  of  having  them  professionally  well  trained  and  who 
succeeded  in  carrying  this  principle  into  the  ser\'ice.  She  was 
a  Vice  President  Qenerul  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution  and  this  society  at  her  suggesticm  formed  a  *'Ho8- 
pital  Corps  Committee"  of  which  she  was  the  chairman,  with 
Mrs.  Amos  Q.  Draper  and  Miss  Mary  Desha  as  her  chief  as- 
sistants. Dr.  McGce  offered  the  Government  (April  27)  the 
services  of  this  committee  and  the  offer  was  accepted.  In  July 
at  the  request  of  the  Surgeon  General  Congn's.^  had  authorized 
the  employment  of  contract  nurses  **regardles3  of  sex." 

Dr.  Sternberg's  official  reports  and  papers  give  the  following 
iccount  of  the  creation  of  the  Army  Nurse  Corps  and  a  picture 
>f  the  deficiencies  existing  in  the  pre-war  Army  nursing  system : 

The  original  purpose  of  the  Medical  Deportment  was  to 
have  all  the  ruirsing  and  other  work  of  the  hospitals,  includ- 
ing the  clerical  nnd  riisi>enaary  work,  done  by  trained  mem- 
bers of  the  Hospital  t'orps;  but  the  Act  approved  April  22, 
18U8,    providing    fur    temporarily    increasing   the    Military 
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Estat>lishmrnt,  failed  to  iriplude  Hospital  Corps  privates  for 
the  volunteer  regiments.  The  great  majority  of  the  Hospital 
Corps  men  seourerl  by  enlistment  and  transfer  had  little  or 
no  proper  training  as  nurses  and  as  a  consequence  were 
largely  inefficient.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  war  nursing  in 
the  Army  was  done  entirely  by  the  men  of  the  HoBpital 
Corps;  but  the  employment  of  contract  nurses,  regardless  of 
aex,  was  authorized  by  C'ougrcRS  in  March,  1898.*'  Before 
the  30th  of  April  ahnoet  a  thoutiund  applications  had  been 
received  from  women  who  wished  to  serve  as  nurses  but  no 
examination  of  these  applirants  had  been  possible.  On  April 
28  the  National  Society  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American 
Bovolution  offered  its  services  to  the  Surgeon  General  of 
the  Array  in  the  capacity  of  an  cAamiuing  lK)ard  for  female 
nurses  and  this  offer  having  been  accepted,  the  following  day 
all  applications  from  women  were  referred  to  it  for  examina- 
tion. The  status  of  this  organization  rendered  it  peculiarly 
suitable  to  undertake  this  work.  It  has  headquarters  in 
Washington  City  and  twenty-five  thousand  members  living 
in  every  state  and  territory  of  the  Union  and  as  it  had  no 
affiliations  with  any  hospital  or  body  of  nurses  it  is  entirely 
unprejudiced  in  its  judgment.  Mrs.  Anita  Newcomb  McGee, 
M.  D.,  a  physician  in  good  and  regular  standing  and  Vice 
President  General,  National  Society  of  the  Daughters  of  the 
American  Kevolution,  was  designated  as  director  of  the 
Danjfhters  of  the  American  Revolution  Hospital  Corps'*  and 
ilaccil  in  charge  of  this  work.  Her  statement  regarding  the 
'incthod  of  selection  is  as  follows;  "In  accordance  with  direc- 
tions from  the  Surgeon  General,  only  graduate  trained  nurses 

"The  Congressioual  authoriKation  above  mentioned  was  asked  for  in 
iril,  will  iiiitAined  in  July.  Spwial  iiuthority  ft>r  the  employment  of 
vooken  nurses  in  llie  Army  lippeArs  in  Sectinnn  I23H,  \2:\9,  1277,  and  1270, 
Bvriacd  Statutefl  tif  ttie  Vnited  SUtes,  providing  corapensatton  at  forty 
ant*  »  Uay  and  une  ration.  Theue  date  frum  the  time  of  the  Civil  War 
uwl  ms9  tb«  outgTuwtli  of  that  war. 

^'  -li-n    nurwfl   were  emphned   in   the   Army    from   the   time  of  the 

i  until   the  SpaniJ^h   AnH-rican   War.     Under   date  of  April   28, 

1;l_.  ,  :..  Sur^'WMt  (Jenerul.  hy  letter  to  tlie  Secretary  of  War,  requested 
— fhoif  11.1  to  etnploy  by  contract  kh  many  nursen,  male  or  female,  aa 
flll^t  be  required  during  the  war  with  Spain  at  the  rate  of  thirty  dollars 
A  awNitfa  with  a  ration.  The  Secretary  gr»nted  the  authority  aaked  for 
MBilvr  »ift*e  of  April  30,  IftOH.  No  lejfislution  in  the  premiaea  was,  how- 
PTW.  *"  'Ml   l!ie  Oeftciency  Bill  of  July  7.  1808.  which  authorised 

tJW   rii  '    of    three    hundred    civilian    nurses    at    tliirty    dollars    a 

■MiUl  t  .1"  rM.-itK.  7l)3).  Items  for  the  prty  of  civilian  nurtteu  without  any 
Ihnitation*  of  numlKT  nr  rates  of  pay  appear  in  the  Oeficifncy  Appropria- 
UoBB  for  (hi*  Me<lical  and  Hoapital  Department  in  the  Deficiency  Acta 
January  5,  and  March  3,  180»   (30  StaU.  778  and   1225). 
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wern  accepted  by  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution 
a8  eligible  and  they  were  required  to  till  out  blanks  like  the 
cue  appended  hereto.  In  judging  a  nurse,  three  points  were 
considered:  First,  professional  ability:  as  evidence  of  which 
endorsements  from  physicians  were  usually  submitted.  In 
all  eases  the  superintendent  of  the  training  school  from  which 
the  nurse  graduated  was  asked  for  endorsement,  and  when 
this  was  refused,  the  nurse  was  not  accepted.  A  few  women 
physicians  in  good  standing  were  also  ac'cej>ted  as  nurses. 
Second,  character:  to  establish  which  the  endorsement  of  a 
Daughter  of  the  American  Hevolutioii  was  requested  (though 
never  exacted).  In  lieu  of  this,  the  signature  of  any  lady  of 
known  standing  was  accepted.  Committees  of  'Daughters' 
were  formed  in  all  large  cities  and  in  many  small  ones  and 
rendered  admirable  service  in  securing  suitable  applicants. 
Third,  health:  as  evidence  of  which  a  physician's  certificate 
was  required.  Jn  certain  cases,  however,  where  the  need  for 
tlie  nurse  was  too  urgent  to  admit  of  delay  and  where  there 
was  no  reason  to  doubt  her  health,  this  oertilkate  was  not 
filed.  Originally  the  nurses  were  required  to  be  between 
thirty  and  fifty  years  of  age,  but  the  large  umoiber  of  desirable 
trained  nurses  who  were  under  thirty  caused  that  limit  to 
be  disregarded.  The  evident  necessity  for  and  importance  of 
the  limitation  of  appointments  to  trained  nurses,  waa  neglected 
only  in  the  sending  of  nurses  to  Santiago.  As  it  was  essen- 
tial that  they  should  be  immune,  it  was  impossible  in  all 
caaes  to  require  graduation.  The  assistance  of  all  organiza- 
tions that  desired  to  recommend  nurses  was  gladly  welcomed 
and  applicants  who  ctui formed  to  the  standard  were  accepted 
without  regard  to  creed.  Almost  live  thousand  applications 
were  examiucd  by  my  associates  and  myself  and  about  one- 
fifth  of  that  number  were  accepted  as  eligible  for  appoint- 
ment.'' This  arrangement  with  the  Daughters  of  the  Ameri- 
can Revolution  continued  until  September  7,  since  which 
time  Dr.  McOee,  having  been  appointed  acting  assistant  sur- 
geon, I'nited  States  Army,  has  been  on  duty  in  the  War 
Department,  in  charge,  under  my  immediate  direction,  of 
matters  pertaining  to  female  nurses. 

In  addition  to  tlie  contract  nurses,  selected  as  above  stated, 
Mrs.  Namah  Curtis  was,  on  July  13,  sent  by  direction  of  the 
Surgeon  General,  to  New  Orleans  and  other  cities  to  secure 
the  service  of  colored  immune  women  as  nurses  at  Santiago, 
and  thirty-two  were  selected  by  her.  At  the  camps  at  Mon- 
tauk  and  Jacksonville  the  chief  surgeons  were  authorized 
to  contract  with  nurses  who  might  apply  to  tliem,  and  at  each 
place  a  small  number  were  enrolled  in  this  way.    The  uuxsing 
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at  a  few  of  the  Army    hospitals  has  been  done  by  volunteers, 
with  whom  no  contracts  were  made." 


Though  in  the  quotation  above,  ^'directions"  are  attributed 
the  8urgeon  Grneral,  it  was  rcully  Dr.  MfGce  who  dctined 
the  standards  and  aimed  at  maintaining  them,  for  she  was 
deeply  interested  in  the  sueeeas  of  women  nurses  in  the  army. 
Being  a  woman,  she  was  solicitous  for  the  prestige  of  women 
ondertakLng  a  new  responsibility  and  as  a  professional  woman 
herat4f,  she  was  eager  to  uphold  the  professional  worth  and 
dii^nity  of  the  army  mirscs.  The  directions  actually  given  by 
Genera!  Sternberg  were,  that  nurses  should  be  chosen  from  all 
parts  of  the  United  States,  if  practicable,  and  that  'Apolitical 
puU''  should  be  entirely  ignored. 

In  view  of  the  novelty  then  of  trained  women  nurses  in  Army 
arrvice  it  is  interesting  to  know  how  Dr.  McGee  arrived  at  her 
decisions  in  selecting  her  n\irse  corps.  Although  the  first 
printed  regulations  did  not  qualify  the  words  *'a  training  school 
for  nurses,"  yet  in  fact  the  best  known  institutions  were  always 
first  applied  to.  In  listing  them,  Dr.  !N[cGce  consulted  Jane 
Hodsou^s  book  "How  to  Become  a  Trained  Nurse,"  and  advised 
writh  Georgia  M.  Nevins  (then  head  of  the  Garfield  Hospital, 
Washington),  Isal»el  ^Iclsaac,  superintendent  of  the  largest 
training  school  in  the  West,  the  Illinois  Training  School  for 
Xursea,  Chicago,  Sophia  F.  Palmer,  then  chaimuin  of  the 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  committee  in  Roches- 

••  ••Conduct  of  the  War  with  Spnin,*'  Reply  of  the  Surgeon  neneral  to  the 
Oenmitttv.     The  Set(!>ction  of  Finale  Nurses.     Vol.  I,  pp.  725-726. 
TImt  question  blank  sent  to  nuraee  was  as  follows: 

Xase  in  full. 

hAAntm  and  nearest  telegraph  station. 

D6  Tira  tie«ire  «ppointm.-iit  in  Army  ur  Xavy? 

Bow  toon  after  reieivinf;  an  appointment  can  you  leave  home? 

Have  you  had  yellow  fever? 

Af>  you  a  grauuati*  of  a  training  school  for  nurse&T 

If  »»'  what  ii4'b(x>l  and  what  year? 

What  other  hospital  e^jterience  have  you  hadT 

H«v*  you  nitrM'4l  cfinti'nufiusly  since  grntluatiun? 

If  ■        ■  ,-  \tt^^n  your  occunalimi? 

have  you  had  in   invnlid  cookervt 


\^ 


>  iMif   "Si*."' 


Date  anil 


;^ 


laee  uf  hirtht 
eight ! 


IWor  •      '  ~         Height  ? 

Art  you  aiogle.  married  or  widowed? 

Arc  you  atrung  and  henlthy  and  hiive  you  always  boen  boT 

Ibr*  you  a  tendency  to  nny  difwase? 

flat'e  i<m  lieen  micceaBftilly  vaccinated  and  when? 

What'U  your  legal  residence  T 
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ter,  New  York,  and  other  superintending  nurses  of  note.  As 
the  war  went  on,  periods  of  great  emergency  arose,  when  women 
possessing  every  cjualification  were  not  avaihible  in  sufficient 
numbers  and  at  th(tse  times,  the  less  well-equipped  graduate 
nurses  had  to  be  called  up*)n. 

The  first  volunteer  offers  mado  to  the  Government  had  come 
from  individual  women.  On  the  declaration  of  war  these  were 
followed  by  groups,  or  organized  bodies,  of  which  there  were 
in  all,  as  Dr.  McGee  has  recorded,  no  less  than  eighteen.  Among 
the  earliest  were  the  National  Emergency  Association  of 
Women  Physicians,  Surgeons  and  Nuraea,  of  Chicago,  whose 
president  was  Gertrude  G.  Wellington ;  the  Graduate  Nurses' 
Protective  Association  of  New  York  State  through  Misa 
Enright;  an  association  of  the  Connecticut  Training  Schmtl 
through  Mrs.  John  Kerrigan;  the  Metropolitan  Nurses'  Club 
through  Mrs.  Mary  Hatch  Willard;  St.  Barnabas  Guild  Club 
of  Nurses,  and  many  Catholic  orders. 

The  Associated  Alumnie  (whose  formation  has  been  de- 
scribed) requires  special  mention,  for  this  lx)dy  sul)se<]uently 
became  affiliated  with  the  Red  Cross  and  later  broadened  into 
the  American  Nurses*  Association,  in  April,  1898,  it  was  in 
session  in  New  York  City  for  its  first  regular  convention  after 
organisation  had  been  effected  and  it  there  offered  its  services 
to  the  Surgeon  General,  The  president  was  Isabel  Hampton 
(Mrs.  Hunter)  Robb,  whose  contributions  to  nursing  education 
and  to  organization  are  so  important  and  so  closely  interwoven 
with  our  history  that  we  must  pause  here  to  bring  her  before 
our  readers.  Isabel  Hampton  was  a  Canadian  of  English 
parentage,  of  a  fair  and  stately  type  of  beauty.  Her  presence 
was  both  imposing  and  winning,  for  a  special  graciousness  and 
ardor  shone  in  her  blue  eyes  and  gave  her  sweet  English  voice 
a  vibrating,  electric  quality.  Alias  Hampton  had  graduated 
fn)m  Rellevue  when  still  below  the  usual  age  of  admission.  She 
had  held  two  important  hospital  positions,  first  as  head  of  the 
Illinois  Training  School,  then  of  the  Jt»hn8  Hopkins  Scht»ol  for 
Nurses,  which  she  organized  and  directed  until  her  marriage. 
She  had  l>een  foremost  in  advancing  nursing  education  and  in 
promoting  nursing  organization.  Marriage  did  not  lessen  her 
devotion  to  her  profession  and  she  was,  until  her  death,  its 
chief  spokesman  in  it^  various  causes  and  undertakings.  Her 
co-officers  in  the  organization  at  the  time  of  the  war  were  Helena 
Barnard  (Johns  Hopkins),  Mrs.  Hawley  (Miss  Horner  from 
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the  JTightiTigale  School  in  Engjland),  Tamar  Healy  (Brooklyn 
Citv  Hospital)  and  Jean  A.  Hopkins  (Bellevue). 

Mrs.  Robb  brought  the  wnr  situation  before  the  couveution 
and  the  following  telegram  was  sent  to  Surgeon  General  Stem- 
\erg: 

The  Associated  Alumnse  of  Trained  Nurses  of  the  United 
States  and  Canada^  including  two  thousand  graduates  of 
twenty-four  truiiting  schools,  oflPer  their  services  for  any  work 
which  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Army  may  demand  of 
them  in  connection  with  the  war  with  Sjmin. 

By  direction  of  the  delegates  now  in  session  in  New  York 
City, 

(signed)  Isabel  Hampton  Robb,  President. 

By  an  error  in  transmission  the  word  "nurses"  was  written 
*^*mu8ic"  and  Mrs.  Robb's  name  was  misspelled.  The  reply 
receired  was  the  usual  courteous  form  of  declining  with  thanks. 
As  B  result  of  this  misunderstanding  the  convention  took  no 
further  action,  for  the  time  of  its  adjournment  had  come,  and 
thereafter  its  members  entered  tlie  war  service  as  individuals, 
many  through  the  War  Department,  and  others  through  the 
Red  Cross  Auxiliary  No.  3,  Mrs.  Robb,  however,  went  to 
Waahingtou  and  saw  Dr.  Steml)erg  and  Dr.  McGee.  They 
wamily  welcomed  the  offer  of  cooiK'ration,  but  a  definite  mutual 
■^rt^ment  was  not  finally  arrived  at,  because  of  different  points 
of  view  as  to  methods.  Mrs.  Robb,  with  her  intimate  knowl- 
edge of  training  8cb«M>ls  and  iHirsf»s,  would  have  urged  a  some- 
iHiat  exclusive  standard  of  requirements,  which  Dr.  McGoe, 
from  her  more  extensive  acquaintance  with  the  War  Depart- 
mrnt's  probable  needs  and  what  it  would  do  officially,  could 
not  promise.  The  Government's  plans  were  already  formulated 
and  well  under  way. 

On  May  10,  1808,  contracts  were  signed  with  tlie  first  group 
of  nix  Army  nurses.  Fn>ni  this  date,  then,  one  may  informally 
reckon  the  beginning  of  the  present  Army  Nurse  Corps,  while 
tti  purely  official  date  will  be  met  with  a  little  later.  Two  of 
the  six  were  inununes,  cboacn  by  the  Surgeon  General,  and 
with  whom  Dr.  McGee  had  nothing  to  do.  The  other  four 
were:  Johnetta  B,  Sanger  and  M.  Agnes  Lease,  both  of  the 
Johns  Hopkins;  Alice  P.  Lyon  of  the  Brooklyn  Homeopathic; 
t&d    Margaret   E.    Schaffer  of  the   Philadelphia   Hospital." 

•Army  Nur*e  Corps  Index,  Surgeon  General's  oflSw,  A.  N.  C.  Dlv, 
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They  were  selected  by  Dr.  McGh?e  for  Key  West  but  were  no< 
Bent  there  immediately. 

The  relation  of  the  nurses  to  the  Government  and  Dr.  Mc- 
Gee,  during  the  time  of  her  work  as  Direetor  of  the  D.  A.  R. 
Hospital  Corps,  is  indicated  below.  The  excerpt  given  also 
shows  how  the  formal  appointment  of  Dr.  McGee  to  an  array 
position  on  August  28,  1898,  was  made.  This  began  the  official 
existence  of  the  Army  Nurse  Corps : 

Durinj^  the  sununer  nil  applications  from  women,  whether 
addreseed  to  the  I'resitlent,  the  Secretaries  of  War  and  Na^y, 
or  the  respective  Surgeon  Generals,  were  sent  to  us  for 
examination  and  reply.  We  were,  tiiereforcj  more  closely 
associated  with  tlie  Government  tlmn  any  other  volunteer 
organization;  hut,  on  the  other  handj  the  limits  of  our  re- 
sponsibility lm»l  always  lieen  sliarply  delinod  by  the  Surgeon 
General  of  the  Army.  We  had  no  official  relations  or  com- 
munications with  the  surgeons,  and  our  official  connection 
mth  a  nurse  ceased  absolutely  when  she,  having  been 
accepted^  sigthcd  the  army  contract.  But  when  a  large 
bo<ly  of  nurses  had  entered  the  service  many  questions  arose, 
nece-ssitating  ofticiai  action  in  the  Surgeon  Generars  office, 
such  as  the  rccei]ft  of  reports  from  surgeons  an<3  ordering  of 
tran*ifers  between  honpitals.  As  I  was  the  person  linving 
the  greatest  knowledge  of  this  work,  and  as  it  was  impossible 
for  a  volunteer  to  con<luct  it,  the  Surgeon  tJcncr^l  appointed 
me  as  acting  aesiet^nt  surgeon.  He  then  believed  that  the 
contracting  with  fresh  nur&cs  was  about  at  an  end,  aud  there 
fore,  on  September  7  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolu 
tion  were  relieved.,  with  thanks,  from  further  duty  in  con* 
ncction  with  this  office.  Since  that  time  I  have  been  on 
duty  in  the  War  Department,  my  orders  immediately  on  ap- 
pointment having  been  to  New  York  and  Montauk.^° 


The  nurses  who  signed  contracts  with  the  Government  were 
claeeod  as  Uie  '*Nurse  Corps  (female),"  with  Acting  Assistant 
Surgeon  Anita  Newcomb  McGee  as  their  superintendent. 
These  titles  wore  used  officially  by  Dr.  Sternberg  in  his  reports 
of  that  time  to  the  War  Department,  but  in  signing  papers  Dr. 
McGee  wrote  herself  "In  charge,  Army  Nurse  Corps."  The 
Corps  was  classified  as  consisting  of  chief  nurses,  nurses  and 
reserve    nurses.       After    they    eutertnl    the    Army    the    title 


1 
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3173. 
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•^urws*'  fV>rni<>rly  applied  to  the  enlisted  men  on  ward  duty, 
was  rwtricted  to  the  women.  The  regiihitions  governing  their 
appointment  and  defining  their  duties,  pay  and  privileges,  were 
tasued  from  the  Surgeon  GeneraTs  ottice. 

After  June  20,  1808,  the  printed  regulations  spetnfied  "two 
rMirs  reaideuee  in  hospital  training  schoor*  for  upplieants  to 
the  Army  Nurse  Corps,  thus  detinlng  what  had  Iwen  the  aetiu»l 
practice.  In  the  late  summer,  with  the  calls  for  the  typhoid 
cunpaf  the  rules  had  to  he  sometimes  relaxed  and  nurses  were 
Acn  acwptod  from  small  or  special  hospitals.  There  were  also 
four  large  camps  where,  during  the  heaviest  emergency,  the 
Ak'(  surgeons  had  been  authorized  to  secure  women  nurses 
without  regard  to  training.  This  method  did  not  commend 
itwlf  as  one  to  be  approved. 

In  round  numbers  the  nurses  in  service  were  listed  as  fol- 
hwB: 

September,  1898 1,200 

Decenib*?r  30,  1898 08G 

July  1,  1809   202 

Total  serving  to  July  1,  1899 1,563 

Number  of  applicants   6,000 

Fatalities:    Trnined  nurses 5 

Catholic  Sisters  {out  of  250) 5 

Untraineil  (immune)  nurses 3 

(out  of  100) 
All  deaths  but  two  were  from  typhoid. 

^Aftcr  the  war  was  over  Dr.  MoGce  gave  interesting  testi- 
ly before  the  Congressional  Committee,  from  which  a  brief 
ia  taken: 

Q.  How  many  of  those  nurses  proved  to  be  thoroughly 
well -trained  nurses? 

A.  We  acroptod  only  ^aduatos  of  training  schools  wlio 
were  endorsed  by  the  superintendent  of  tlieir  schools.  There- 
fore less  than  a  dozen  that  we  sent  were  afterwards  found 
to  be  undesirable. 

Q,     Did  they  prove  to  be  eificient  in  the  various  hospitals? 

A-  Very.  We  have  received  very  satisfactory  reports  from 
all  hospitaLi. 

Q.  8o  far  as  you  kno\v»  has  the  experience  in  this  war 
afaown  that  female  nurses  may  be  properly  employed  in  mili- 
tary bo«piiaJs? 
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A,    Yes,  sir,  decidedly  so. 

Q.  How  near  to  the  front  have  female  nurses  been  sent; 
in  other  words,  how  near  to  the  moving  column  have  there 
been  female  nurses  in  militury  lio^ipitaLs^*' 

A.     Female  nurses  went  to  Santiago  in  the  middle  of  July, 

Q.  As  a  result  of  the  exporienoe  in  ihe  mouths  j«^t  past, 
do  you  think  it  advisable  that  female  nurses  should  be  em- 
ployed in  military  hospitals? 

A.     Yes,  sir,  decidedly. 

Q.  Has  such  opini<in  been  expressed  to  you  by  the  authori- 
ties in  the  Medical  Department? 

A.  It  has  been  expressed  to  me  by  a  large  number  of 
surgeonj^  who  have  been  in  Washington. 

Q.  The  nurses,  then,  numbering  about  one  thousand,  their 
actions  being  satisfactory  to  the  medical  authorities  of  the 
hospital  and  satisfactory  to  the  organization  that  selected 
Uiem,  is  tiiere  any  reason,  think  you,  for  hesitating  to  employ 
female  nurses  in  any  military  hospital  other  than  that  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  the  tiring  line,  where  I  suppose  no 
female  nurse  can  go? 

A.  I  should  judge  their  presence  was  extremely  desirable, 
as  they  had  a  better  training  than  the  vast  majority  of  the 
men  available  for  the  Hospital  Corps.  This  is  the  chief 
reason.  They  were  employed  in  foreign  armies  and  are  a 
prmanent  part  of  the  British  army,  where  their  services  have 
been  very  satisfactory.  You  spoke  in  a  recent  question  of 
one  thousand  nurses.  In  giving  this  number  I  was  si>eaking 
only  of  those  accepted  by  the  Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution- 

Q.  To  what  extent  have  the  religious  orders  been  called 
upon? 

A.     To  the  full  extent  of  their  offer. 

Q.     Will  you  tell  us  what  that  extent  was? 

A,  The  Sisters  of  Chanty  furnished  a  few  over  two 
humlred  of  their  Sisters;  the  Sisters  of  Mercy  of  Baltimore, 
thirteen;  the  Sisters  of  the  Holy  Cross,  eleven;  the  Sisters 
of  St  Joseph,  eleven ;  the  Congregated  American  Sisters, 
whu'h  c«)nsi8tii  of  Indian  women  from  South  Dakota,  hve; 
the  Slitters  of  St.  Margaret,  which  is  a  Protestant  sisterhood, 
two;  the  St.  Barnabas  Guild,  which  is  also  an  Episcopal 
organization,  quite  a  number.  We  accepted  the  nurses  re- 
gardless of  their  religious  belief  if  they  filed  their  applica- 
tions in  the  usual  way,  and  all  those  Sistt^rs  filled  out  the 
application  blanks  furnished  by  the  Daughters,  and  certified 
their  qualififations  individually  and  all  wore  under  contract 
and  received  pay  exactly  aa  Uie  other  nurses. 
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Q.  As  to  tho^  less  than  three  hundred  furnished  by  the 
vmrious  orders,  have  the  reports  of  them  been  satisfactory 
to  yoa? 

A.  Some  of  the  surgeons  prefer  them  to  the  other  nurses 
and  some  prefer  the  others, 

Q.  To  what  extent  have  female  nurses  been  employed  in 
diet  kitchens  in  the  various  hospital,  either  as  superin- 
tcodeuls  or  oct;u]>ied  in  the  work  of  the  diet  kitchen? 

A.     They  have  been  employed  in  a  considerable  number 

I     of  hospitals  in  charge  of  diet  work.    I  have  had  several  calls 
lately  for  women  to  supervise  that  work. 
y.     Have  the  reixirtit  that  you  have  received  from  the  diet 
DOrses  of  tliof^e  oirupied   in  the  care  of  the  diet  kitchens 
been  satisfactory  to  you? 
A.    Yes." 
I 


iDi  the  routine  of  assigning  nuTfies  Dr.  McQee  said: 

The  original  procedure  was,  when  the  Surgeon  General 
re«'eived  requests  from  surgeons  for  nurses,  he  sent  over  to 
me  representing  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution, 
with  my  associates,  for  a  certain  number  of  nurses  to  go  to  a 
certain  place.  1  and  my  associates  selected  the  number  and 
0ml  tlie  names  and  addresses  to  him.  His  clerks  then  made 
out  the  contracts  and  mailed  them  to  each  nurse  with  a 
tranB|Kirtati<>n  order.  She  then  went  to  the  hospital  to  which 
ahe  was  ordered/* 

■-■■uru 


» 


Dr.  McGee*8  testimony  also  makes  clear  in  an  interc8tin|^ 
WRj  the  record  of  tlu'  uuthi^r  and  throws  liglit  on  complaints 
that  werp  numcrotis  at  that  time,  of  undesirable  and  unsuitable 
womra  who  i^ntered  in  irregular  ways  through  individual  heads 
(ftcampa;  but  it  is  ntHxllcss  to  enter  into  these  minutiffi. 

Sorgwn  General  Stomborg  should  be  more  than  a  name  to 
Burwv*  and  our  r<»ader8  may  be  referred  to  his  biography  for 
thi  of  his  11  fc.*^     His  recognition  of  women  in  their 

pTj:  .^.  ...A  capacity  was  very  striking  indeed,  in  comparison 
witii  the  general  military  reluctance  of  that  time  to  admit 
vtMDCO  into  war  nursing,  and  the  more  so,  as  his  own  long  Army 
tnining  had  made  him  conservative  and  averse  to  innovation. 
Be  had  little  knowledge  of  what  women  could  do  aud  at  first 


•*  of  Ihe  Wur  with  Rp«in 

•.  ;i  173-3174, 

""A  Biugmpby  of  George  MiUer  Sternberg, 


Vol.  7,  pp.  3168-3180. 

by  Martha  L.  8t«rnbergr.  -' 
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anticipated  placing  them  only  in  base  hospitals.  He  appeared 
an  austere  man,  not  easily  approached  nor  readily  persuaded. 
He  was  entirely  free  from  political  opportunism.  "Pull"  -was 
odious  to  him  and  this  was  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the 
nursing  service.    After  the  war,  Dr.  McGee  said  of  him: 

The  Surgeon  General  had  of  his  own  initiative  and  without 
suggestion  from  anyone  ahked  from  Congress  and  received 
an  appropriation  for  the  payment  of  contract  nurses,  either 
male  or  female.  Had  he  not  done  this,  the  Nurse  Corps 
could  have  had  no  existence,  and  »o  it  should  never  be  for- 
gotten that  however  much  tlie  Surgeon  Oeneral  may  have 
been  assisted  by  others,  the  first  and  fundamental  action  to- 
wards the  recognition  of  women  nurses  in  the  army  was 
taken  by  Surgeon  General  Sternberg. 

The  work  that  Dr.  McGee  herself  did  w^as  pioneer  effort  of 
an  original  and  difficult  kind  and  in  its  execution  she  commands 
tne  appreciation  and  recognition  of  the  nursing  body  for  break- 
ing the  ice  of  military  routine  and  opposition  to  women  nurses 
in  the  Army  and  for  the  care  and  regard  she  had  for  good  pro- 
fessional standards.  She  Iwre  the  brunt  of  heavy  initial  respon- 
sibilities and  difhculties,  with  the  usual  criticism  that  piuneers 
meet,  and  so  made  it  easier  for  those  who  followed  her.  Many 
nurses  of  the  finest  quality  first  entered  the  war  nursing  through 
her  office,  women  who  be<'ame  distinguished  and  who  still  liold 
important  places  in  the  Army,  Navy  and  Red  Cross  services. 
She  was  staunch  and  loyal  to  thcm«  fair,  kind  and  helpful  in 
her  personal  relations  with  them  and  bad  their  strong  regard.^ 
One  who  knew  her  said  of  her: 

Her  friends  were  devoted  to  her;  those  who  were  hostile 
were  equally  strong  in  their  feelings.  Her  ability  as  an 
organizer  was  ronsideralde;  her  ability  to  rarry  her  point  was 
remarkable;  she  kept  in  touch  with  her  chief  nurses,  writing 
often  to  them.     She  had  great  influence   with  prominent 

"In  the  winter  of  1809-99,  Dr.  McGoe  and  the  tncmhors  of  tho  Army 
Nurse  Corps  founded  the  Society  of  Spanish-American  War  Nurw^,  and 
Dr.  McGee  wan  for  six  yetirB  ita  prt*»*ident  and  later  its  honorary  president 
for  life.  The  other  ol^eerit  in  its  Hrst  years  were:  vice  preHidents.  Dr. 
Laura  A.  Hughea.  Mary  J.  McCloud,  ffwbel  Jean  VVulton.  Dr.  Isabel  Klliut 
Cowman,  Annie  A.  Robhins.  Rose  Meidclbach.  Mary  E.  Dreyer,  Anna 
Elixabeth  McEvoy,  V«ab«lla  B.  Watern  and  KlieuK'th  Porteous;  recording 
•ecr«tary,  Lela  Wilson;  treasurer  and  curresponding  secretary,  Harriet 
Cftmp  Lounsbury. 
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politiciaiifi  niul  all  the  nurses  believed  that  she  bad  done 
much  to  help  pass  the  Army  and  Navy  bills  after  the  war. 

In  the  autumn  of  1900,  when  the  Army  reorganization  bill, 
to  be  referred  to  later  with  more  detail,  was  in  preparation,  Dr. 
McGec  at  the  request  of  the  War  Department  wrote  the  section 
vhieh  made  the  Nurse  Corps,  as  it  had  been  organized,  a 
prrmancnl  part  of  the  Army.  This  marked  the  end  of  the 
pioneer  work  and  brought  a  climax  of  success,  long  hoped  for, 
to  the  tirst  chapter  of  the  story  of  the  Army  Nurse  Corps.  Dr. 
ilcGee  tben  tendered  her  resignation,  which  took  etfect  De- 
ocmber  31,  1000,  and  selected  Dita  H,  Kinney,  one  of  her  chief 
DurseBy  a^  her  successor. 

If,  as  has  been  said,  the  present  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service 
was  foreshadowed  by  the  Red  Cross  Hospital  Ciimmittec  on 
which  Sister  Bettina  sat,  it  is  even  more  certain  that  it  had  an 
adrancc  demonstration  of  a  prophetic  character  in  the  nursing 
Work  of  Auxiliary  No.  '3,  known  also  as  the  Red  Cross  Society 
for  the  Maintenance  of  Trained  Nurses.  On  the  auxiliarv 
were  women  who  had  always  been  familiar  with  the  hospital 
and  nursing  conditions  of  New  York  City,  such  as  Jfrs.  James 
Speyer,  president  of  the  auxiliary  and  of  the  Red  Cross  Hoa- 
pitul,  ilrs.  Bayard  Cutting,  Mrs.  George  H.  Shrady,  Mrs. 
William  Sheffield  Cowles  (Theodore  Roosevelt's  sister)  and 
Mt»-  I^nman  Hull.  Two  women  of  exceptional  character  bore 
the  direct  n*apon8ibility  of  the  Committee  on  Nursing.  One 
pf  them,  Mrs.  Whitelaw  Reid,  by  her  charitable  interests  was 
already  closely  identified  with  the  hospital  and  nursing  worlds; 
the  other,  Mrs.  Winthrop  Cowdin,  had  not  been  in  contact  with 
naraing  matters  up  to  that  time.  Mrs.  Reid,  who  was  also  the 
auxiliary's  secretary,  was  the  first  chainnan  of  the  Committee 
on  Nursing.  An  old  friend  ^^  who  worked  intimately  with  her 
through  those  days  has  since  written  of  her: 

Elizabeth  ^lilln  Reid  is  an  exceptional  woman,  a  possessor 
of  large  wealth  and  of  long  years  of  social  and  diplomatic 
experience,  especially  during  the  time  when  her  husband, 
Mr.  Whitelaw  Rcid,  was  American  Minister  to  France  and 
Ambassador  to  England.  She  is  a  woman  p:ifted  with  the 
Tirtnes  of  simplicity,,  of  uympathy  and  of  loyalty  to  her  ideals 
and  her  friends.  To  any  object  which  commands  her  interest, 
she  has  brought  practical  business  ability  and  understandiog 

^MIm  Uabel  Boardman. 
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combined  with  clear  vision  nnd  wholr-heartcd  devotion.  She 
has  given  not  only  of  hpr  wpulth  but  of  hersolf  to  the  great 
causes  for  M'hich  i^he  hiboretl,  prominent  amonp  which  have 
been  the  Anierit-an  Hod  Cross,  the  hospitals  slie  has  built  and 
aided  and  the  public  health  uursing  service  she  has  done  so 
much  to  support. 

Aiiotlier  of  the  Spaniah-Amorican  war  workers  *^  of  the  Red 
Croas  wrote  of  Mrs.  Cowdin: 

'^j.  ^  'Lena  Potter  Cowdin,  in  succeeding  to  the  chairmanphip 
'  of  the  Nursing  Committee,  brought  to  it  excellent  administra- 
tive ability  and  some  executive  experience  in  Civil  Service 
Reform  work.  She  had  iiad  neither  previous  special  interest 
nor  experience  in  nurning  matters.  She  had,  though,  the 
broad  liuman  sympatliy  of  her  father^  the  lU.  Rev.  Henry 
Codman  Potter,  ami  very  unusual  qualities  of  mind  and 
spirit.  Hor  good  mctfiod,  superb  grasp  of  problems  and  power 
to  inspire  loyalty  and  enthusiasm  in  her  staff  made  her  a 
rare  executive.  Personally  epirituelle  and  eager,  ahe  re- 
sembled, to  her  friends'  eyes,  a  *'flying  Victor}'," 

These  women  naturally  came  at  once  into  close  touch  with 
the  leading  superintendents  of  New  York  City.  Foremost 
among  the  latter  was  Anna  C.  Maxwell,  at  tJie  Presbyterian 
Hospital,  eminent  by  reason  of  her  great  gifts  and  abilities, 
her  compelling  personality,  stately  presence  and  uncompromis- 
ing ideals  of  nursing.  Anna  Caroline  Maxwell  was  by  birth 
a  Now  York  State  woman,  whose  Scotch  clcrgA'man  father 
endowed  her  with  the  strong  qualities  so  notably  blended,  in 
her  character,  with  a  great  charity  of  judgment.  She  became 
interested  iJi  nursing  and  with  a  "love  of  difiicult  tasks"  took 
the  course  of  training  in  the  early  days  of  the  Boston  City 
Hospital  School.  Following  this  she  was  for  a  time  Matron  in 
the  New  England  Hospital  for  Women  and  Children;  and 
Iat<?r  was  called  to  the  position  of  superintendent  of  niirstfs 
of  the  training  8chot>l.  Montreal  General  Hospital,  an  ex- 
Cieedingly  difficult  taak  at  which  ahe  did  not  remain  long.  Later 
she  was  superintendent  of  nurses  in  the  Massachusetts  General 
Hospital  for  seven  years.  She  was  called  from  there  to  St 
Luke*a  Hospital,  New  York  City,  where  she  reorganized  the 
si'hool  of  nursing  and  where  she  remained  for  three  years.  Then 
she  was  invited  in  1891  to  establish  the  School  of  Nursing  of  the 

"MiBB  Laura  D.  Gill. 


^ 
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Presbvteriftii  Hospilal,  alflo  of  New  York,  where  she  spent 
thirty  years, — an  iinusiml  reeord  iu  this  country, — and  where 
fihe  built  up  a  school  of  fine  traditions,  of  international  fam^ 
distiDguished  for  the  high  charaeter  of  its  training  and  idt»als. 
She  was  always  deeply  interested  in  the  Red  Cross  and  from 
the  first  an  untiring  worker  in  its  activities.  It  may  be  truly 
nid  of  Miss  Maxwell,  that  no  appeal  for  help  that  it  was 
poMiblj  in  her  power  to  give,  was  ever  made  to  her  in 
vain- 

Another  of  the  New  York  nursing  leaders  who  took  an  im- 
portant part  in  the  war  nursing  under  Red  Cross  auspices  was 
ilra,  Lticy  W.  Qtiintard,  at  that  time  head  of  the  school  of  St. 
Lake's  Hospital.  Mrs.  Quintard  had  graduated  from  tin- 
O''  "    't  training  school  in  New  Haven  in  1890,  with  spe- 

du:  '■.'■  (the  "Red  Seal"  indicative  of  an  excellent  record). 
Immediately  afterwards  she  was  appointed  superintendent  of 
nureeA  there  and  remained  at  the  head  of  her  alma  mater 
ontiJ  November,  1895,  when  she  was  called  to  New  York.  Mrs. 
ntard  had,  during  the  war,  one  of  the  most  difficult  posts, 

X  at  Camp  WikoiT,  Long  Island,  and  fulfilled  its  duties  with 
freat  tact  and  ability.  After  the  war  she  was  colled  to  assist 
in  the  reorganization  of  the  civil  hospitals  in  Cuba.  Later 
Ac  devoted  herself  to  the  Visitiug  Nursing  Association  in 
Philadelphia,  where  she  died.  Mrs.  Quintard  was  exceedingly 
eaniert.  gentle,  but  firm  in  discipline  aud  deeply  religious.  To 
ker,  the  war  work  was  a  cross. 

At  tlie  New  York  Hospital  was  Irene  H.  Sutliffe,  whose 
whole  professinnal  life  was  identified  with  its  history.  She 
ma  trained  there,  was  made  Directress  of  Nurses  and  only 
left  it  for  the  short  period  of  war  nursing,  imtil  the  time  came 
when  flho  finally  retired  from  active  service.  During  her  many 
of  authority  there  and  afterwards,  when  she  went  into 
at  the  New  York  Nurses'  Club,  she  had  a  special 
LoM  on  the  affections  of  her  pupils.  Of  unassuming  manner, 
great  kindness  and  sympathetic  insight,  her  profeasional  career 
WBB  peculiarly  one  of  personal  influence.  Other  New  York 
nperintendenta.  all  women  of  ability  and  character  and  who 
iiiarpd  in  the  responsibilities  of  that  time,  though  less  directlv 
drawn  into  the  war  work  than  the  three  especially  mentioned, 
were  Agne«  Brennan,  at  Bellevue;  Mary  Samuel,  at  Roosevelt; 
MiBB  Rykert,  at  the  Post-Graduate;  Katherine  Sanborn,  at  St; 
Vincent's;  Mrs.  Dean,  at  Mt  Sinai,  and  Mary  S.  Gilmour,  at 
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the  Kew  York  City  school.     With  these  nursing  leaders  the 
women  of  Auxiliary  No,  3  formed  a  strong  alHiinrt\ 

In  the  early  part  of  the  auxiliary's  artivitios  Dr.  McGee 
went  to  New  York  to  talk  ovor  with  its  members  the  Govern- 
ment's plans,  and  was  later  elected  an  ottieor  of  the  auxiliary. 
The  auxiliary  agreed  to  use  the  application  form  of  the  Daugh- 
ters of  the  American  Revolution  (afterwards  the  Government's) 
and  to  adopt  the  Army  rei]uiremeut  of  training,  while  Dr.  Mc- 
Gee promised  to  give  official  appointments  to  all  the  nurses 
recommended  by  the  auxiliary.  It  was  flien  arranged  that  all 
the  New  York  superintendents  might  direct  nurses  to  enter 
through  the  auxiliary  for  war  work  and  thereafter  the  Wash- 
ington office  made  no  f\irther  investigation  of  the  qualificationB 
of  nurses  thus  supplied. 

The  work  of  recruiting  nurses  for  Auxiliary  No.  3  was 
organized  by  Miss  Maxwell.  An  informal  committee  composed  ^J 
of  the  New  York  superintendents  established  correspondence  ^H 
with  training  school  heads  of  prominence  elsewhere  asking  ^^ 
them  to  choose  nurses  who  should  hold  themselves  in  readiness 
for  service.  Of  women  thus  carefully  selected,  one  hundred 
and  fifty  at  a  time  were  brought  to  New  York  and  suitably 
housed,  there  to  be  in  instant  readiness  if  calls  came.  So  un- 
certain and  so  iinperntivi*  were  these  calls  that  the  reserve 
nurses  were,  practically,  almost  prisoners  in  their  rooms,  for 
little  more  than  an  hour  could  be  allowed  between  summons 
and  departure.  KHtherine  N.  Pierce,  head  of  the  Samaritan 
Hospital  in  Troy,  New  York,  gJive  her  vacation  to  start  this 
recruiting  work  and  after  that  it  was  entrusted  to  Mary  E. 
WadJey,  a  Bcllevne  nurse.  Miss  Wadley  was  a  New  England 
woman  of  great  energj'  and  resourcefulness.  Fair  and  sunny- 
faced,  she  was  attractive  and  moat  capable.  She  was  already 
Buccessfully  conducting  a  large  registry  for  nurses  at  0  East 
42nd  Street  and  the  war  nursing  service  was  brought  in  to  her 
headquarters.  The  system  was  quickly  reduced  to  a  smoothly 
running  nrntinc.     Telegrams  from  Washington  would  call  for 

so  many  nurses  to  go  at  once  to .    While  Laura  D.  Gill, 

the  auxiliary  aide,  flew  to  the  station  to  buy  tickets  and  make 
rescn'ations,  Miss  Wadley  summoned  by  telephone  the  wait- 
ing reserves.  Immediately  when  they  were  ofF,  calls  went  to 
the  hospital  superintendents  on  her  list  to  fill  up  the  numbers 
that  had  l)eon  sent  out.  This  method  worked  exceedingly  well. 
It  was  expensive  to  maintain  the  waiting  nurses  in  New  York, 
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this  wag  a  pnrt  of  the  work  of  the  auxiliary,  whose  re- 
wrro  unstinted.  For  speed  the  auxiliary  l)ouglit  all 
niilio«d  tickets  and  these  funds  were  reimbursed  by  the  govem- 
ment. 

The  Woman's  Auxiliary  No.  3  had  a  visiting  agent  of  special 
ability  and  tact  in  Maud  Cromelien,  a  nurse  from  the  Massa- 
chuscttj}  General  Hospital.  In  the  late  summer  when  typhoid 
fcvcr  bpcaine  epidemic  in  the  camps,  reports  made  by  Miss 
Cromelien,  who  had  been  sent  to  the  camps  to  offer  the  services 
of  the  Rod  Cross,  and  the  powerful  influences  brought  to  bear, 
AS  a  result  of  these  reports,  by  Mrs.  Cowdiu  aud  Mrs.  Reid  on 
public  officials,  finally  won  out  over  the  Army  convictiou  that 
wiimen  should  only  8or\'e  in  base  hospitals,  and  Auxiliary  No.  3 
had  the  immense  satisfaction  of  supplying  trained  nurses  from 
it<  staff  for  the  first  time  on  an  organized  system  to  field  hospi- 
tals, iliss  Cr<.>melien  considered  that  this  marked  an  epoch  in 
the  hLstory  of  nursing,  as  indeed  it  did.  When  this  important 
work  waa  undertaken  a  number  of  New  York  superintendents 
w«nt  themselves  to  the  camps  at  the  head  of  nursing  staffs.  Miss 
Maxwell,  who  had  WTitten  many  personal  appeals  to  the  Sur- 
|peou  General  to  allow  nurses  to  enter  the  camps,  was  sent  to  the 
Sternberg  Hospital  at  Camp  Thomas,  Chickamauga  Park. 
Mias  Sutliffe  went  to  Camp  Black  and  Mrs.  Quintard  to  Camp 
Wikoff  at  Montauk  Point.  Their  reports  are  full  of  interest 
but  can  l»e  onl^*  briefly  quoted.  Miss  MaxwclFs  report,  sent 
in  to  ber  Board  of  Hospital  Managers^  follows  in  part : 

Sternberg  U.  S.  Hospital, 
October  31,  1898. 
To  the  Board  of  Managers  of 
The  Pre8l)ytcrian  Iloepital, 
New  York  City. 

(Sentlemeu : 

On  August  1,  Mrs.  Whitclaw  Reid  and  Mrs.  Winthrop 
Cowdin,  mcnilters  of  the  American  National  Red  Cross, 
Auxiliary  No.  3  for  the  Maintenunce  of  Trained  Nurses, 
a^'ed  if  the  Conmiittee  of  our  Training  School  would  grant 
me  a  leave  of  absence  to  go  to  Cliickaniauga  Park  to  cstahlish 
the  work  of  iiuriiing  m  a  Field  Hospital  at  Camp  Thomas. 
•        «        *        * 

1  lit  once  telegraphed  to  all  the  leading  training  schools  of 
the  country  for  gratluates  and  received  most  cordial  and  en- 
couraging   re&pontietf.  .  .  .  The    valuable    services    of    Mies 
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Frances  A.  Stooe  were  secured  as  assistant  superiBtendent 
and  we  left  New  York  on  August  7. 

•         «        *        * 

On  August  13  we  went  to  the  StembGrg  TT.  S.  Field 
Hospital,  to  begin  the  work  we  had  set  out  to  do.  This 
hospital  .  .  .  was  dr^sigued  to  hold  uiio  tliuusttuil  patients. 
The  i*upp]ies  were  coming  in  slowly,  but  for  the  first  patients, 
who  uuiniiereLl  one  hunilrH  and  Ihirty-six,  the  only  things 
ready  for  use  were  the  tents  and  beds.  The  etipplies  that 
were  on  hand  had  neither  been  unpacked  nor  verified  and  we 
were  helpless  to  pay  the  sick  sohliern  the  necessary  attention. 
It  was  impossible  to  borrow  any  connidernble  number  of 
utensils  from  the  neighboring  cam[is  and  lute  in  t!ie  *>vening 
I  went  to  the  Quartermaster  and  told  him  I  should  stay 
there  all  night,  or  until  the  supplies  were  unpacked.  Tired 
as  wo  all  were  we  put  our  "shoulders  to  the  wheel'  and  before 
midnight  we  had  given  out  eutBeient  material  for  tlie  night 
and  had  drawn  on  our  own  resources  for  milk,  ice,  medicinCj 
brandy,  hypodermics,  tliermometers,  sponges,  basins,  etc., 
provided  by  the  Red  Cross.  I  was  informed  that  it  was  a 
military  law  tiuit  the  soldier,  sick  or  well,  must  he  on  the 
spot  before  rations  can  be  drawn,  hence  the  supply  of  food 
did  not  arrive  until  the  following  day. 

As  the  tents  were  prepared  and  supplies  provided,  more 
patients  were  admitted;  often  two  hundred  in  a  day.  In 
many  instances  they  were  brought  long  distances,  driven 
through  a  broiling  sun  at  midday^  and  had  to  lie  in  the 
ambulance  from  two  to  tliree  hours  before  they  could  be 
moved  to  their  beds.  When  you  consider  that  often  as  many 
as  four  men  were  crowded  into  one  ambulance,  suffering  with 
tJiirst  and  heat,  scarccJy  able  to  move  in  the  cramped  and 
narrow  space  allotted  to  them  it  js  no  wonder  tliat  many 
sutTered  from  shock,  exhaustion  and  convulsions, 

I  am  glad  to  say  tiiat  we  found  some  of  the  ollicers  who 
demanded  an  ambulance  and  canvas  cot  for  each  seriously 
8.ick  soldier,  but  the  condition  of  the  majority  showed  plainly 
how  meager  had  l>een  the  nourishment  and  care  they  had 
received.  It  was  certainly  a  most  harrowing  sight  to  see  the 
long  narrow  cota  filled  with  what  had  been  strong,  splendid 
men,  hollow-eyed,  emaciated,  muttering  in  the  delirium  of 
fever,  wires  in  which  dead  flies  were  inerusted  tilled  their 
mouths,  making  swallowing  almost  impossible.  Their  bones 
protruding  through  their  skin  and  bed  sores  several  inches 
deep  were  not  uncommonly  found  on  hips,  back«  elbows  and 
often  on  the  head  and  ears  and  it  was  here  that  all  the 
energies  and  reiwurces  of  the  trained  nurse  were  called  forth 
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in  making  the  lives  of  ili&se  meu  less  wretched  and  in  re- 
storing them  to  health,  ;  i;  uu* 

The  course  of  our  work  was  often  impeded  and  made  Jif!l- 
ctilt  bj  such  stumbling  blocks  as  sanitation  of  the  most  primi- 
tive kind,  iusuffiricnt  disinfections,  water  supply  and  atcom- 
modtttions  for  washing  utensils,  irregularity  in  furnishing 
Uito  details  of  soldiers  so  tliat  our  work  rould  not  be  done  in 
a  *x»rjsi*t-iitive  way.  Ofcamonal  lack  of  medidne,  milk,  ice 
III  <.     The  dearth  of  orderlies  more  than  any- 

:i\      _  tppet]  the  work.    Those  we  had  were  changed 

too  otu^n  or  were  physically  incapacitated  for  work.  Add  to 
tJiis  tlie  heat,  the  dust,  the  moinhire  nud  the  Hies  and  you 
have  the  picture  complete. 

I    cannot   say    enough    in    praise   ut    the   liberality    and 

thoughtfuhiesa  of  the  auxiliary  of  the  Red  Cross  Society  in 

fi<  lt  us  with  eight  dormitories,  a  bathhouse,  store  rooms, 

'k.  lining  room,  housekeeper,  servants  and  not  only  the 

tiei-eb^ilieH  but  many  of  tiie  luxuries  of  life. 

The  Government  sent  us  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  nurses 
and  a  dietitian.  In  this  number  seventy-five  training  schools 
from  all  parts  of  the  Union  were  represented.    Several  of  our 

trsing  staff  were  infected  with  typhoid  fever  and  one.  Miss 
Teenwood,  died.    The  totiil  number  of  patients  re*reived  be- 

reen  August  15  and  September  10,  the  dale  on  which  I  left, 
nine  hundred  and  tbirty-sLv.  Four  hundred  and  seventy 
furloughed  and  siA.ty-eight  died.^^ 


"rtie  good  Titirsing  and  the  admirable  discipline  of  the  stafF 
nndcr  Miss  Maxi^'eil  completely  altered  the  Army  othcers'  point 
tit  view  and  l>r.  HotT  Raid  to  her:  **l  wondered  when  yon  came 
what  vr^  would  do  with  yo\i.  Now  I  do  not  know  what  we 
)ffY>a(d  have  done  withont  you," 

Mre,  Lounsbery  (before  her  marriage,  Harriet  Camp),  who 
followed  Aliss  ilaxwell ,  has  written  commentaries  on  the 
nursing  staff  that  may  be  of  interest  to  Army  nursea  today. 
Sba  had  graduated  from  the  Brooklyn  Homeopathic  Hospital 
and  htid  hold  for  six  years  the  position  of  superintendent  of  the 
Uaini'  •>!.      During  her  stay   both   hospital    and   school 

deveJiu  ,itly.     She  was  the  earliest  author  of  profesaional 

bDoka  among  her  New  York  contemporaries  and  wrote  on  **Nur8- 
ing  Ethics"  and  on  "Making  Good  in  Private  Duty."  After 
her  marriugi^  she  was  a  loyal  organizer  of  Red  Cross  State  work 
in  We«t  Virginia,  up  to  the  time  when  this  record  was  written, 

'In  till*  file«  of  Aaxiliary  No.  3. 
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She  bad  been  married  five  years  when  she  volunteered  in  the 
Spanish-American  war.     She  wrote  of  Chickamauga: 

It  is  very  amusing  to  remember  how  ignorant  we  all  were 
of  Army  ways  when  we  first  went  into  camp.  I  think  I  am 
riglit  in  saying  wl*  all  were  iufluciici'd  by  the  purest  patriotism 
in  going.  1  know  it  seemed  to  nie  a  wonderful  thing  that  my 
country  really  needed  me  and  I  joyfully  went,  anxious  only 
to  help.  I  knew  nothing  of  the  beet  way  of  getting  into 
Army  work.  As  I  httppeued  to  be  in  Washington,  I  went  to 
Dr.  Mc(iee*s  office,  signed  the  contract  and  was  sent  off.  The 
contracts  came  for  the  nurses  a  few  days  after  I  liad  arrived 
in  camp.  Most  of  the  nurses  had  come  from  the  North  and 
Nortliwest  and  had  never  heard  of  any  contracts.  They  did 
not  know  why  they  should  sign  snuh  elaborate  papers.  They 
had  come  to  nurse  the  soldiers,  they  were  doing  their  best 
and  were  very  successful.  At  last  they  grasped  the  idea 
tliat  the  contract  only  meant  that  the  Government  wished 
them  to  be  regidarly  recognized  as  a  part  of  the  Army  and 
most  of  them  signed. 

The  thought  that  upon  their  conduct  and  etficiency  then 
and  there  would  be  bayed  the  action  of  Congress  as  to  whether 
women  should  or  fchoulii  not  he  regularly  employed  as  army 
nurses,  be  looked  upon  as  part  of  the  Army  hospital  equip- 
ment, was  urged  upon  them  again  and  again  and  most  of 
tliem  seemed  to  feel  this  responsibility  and  governed  them- 
selves accordingly. 

It  was  curious  and  interesting  to  see  representatives  of  so 
many  training  schools  working  together.  There  was  always 
much  pride  manifested  in  one's  alma  mater  and  school 
badges  were,  of  course,  very  much  in  evidence.  Nothing 
would  bring  a  nurse  more  quickly  to  a  sense  of  her  duty  than 
to  ask  if  in  her  training  school  she  had  never  been  instructed 
as  regards  this  or  that.  Tlie  different  uniforms  were  also 
interesting;  most  of  them  were  blue,  blue  and  white  stripes, 
chci-ks.  plaid,  plain  blue,  but  pink  was  not  absent.  There 
were  with  us  nurses  from  ninety-one  different  schools  and  but 
two  wore  pink.  The  caps  were  as  diverse  as  the  uniforms. 
Every  kind  was  to  be  seen,  from  a  tiny  square  of  lawn  to 
quite  an  imposing  erection  of  starched  linen  and  quilled 
ruffles.  It  seemeil  to  me  that  the  dainty  "Red  Cross"  cap 
furnished  by  Auxiliary  No.  3  was  the  most  universally  be- 
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""Reminisceneea  of  Sternberg  Hospital,"  Amtricon  Journal  of  Surtmfft 
KoVtniUr,  IU02. 


EPISODE  OF  THE  SPANISH-AMERICAN  WAR      65 

The  text  of  the  official  report  of  Auxiliary  No.  3,  as  filed  after 
the  war  in  the  Red  Cross  records,  shows  very  clearly  the  char- 
acteristic quality  of  Red  Cross  org^aiiization.  It  did  not  wait 
to  be  asked,  but  pushed  forward  lookiug  for  work  and  reiterated 
its  offers  until  they  were  accepttni.  There  is  a  very  important 
differeixce  here  between  the  official  etiquette  of  a  military  hier- 
archy and  the  informality  of  a  civilian  body.  The  former  is 
efiaeatinl  for  its  purpose,  but  may  l>e  curried  to  extremes.  The 
latter  may  be  at  times  inconvenient,  but  there  is  in  it  a  life-sav- 
ing power  that  is  precious.  The  report  of  the  auxiliary  is  not 
longf  but  can  only  hv>  quoted  here  in  brief,  omitting  much  inter- 
v^Btin^  material,  some  of  which  has  already  been  used,  and 
touching  only  the  few  outstanding  lines: 


REPORT  OF  AUXILIARY  NO.  3,  March  1,  1899 

Shortly  after  the  organization  of  the  Society,  the  president 
appointed  a  Committee  on  Xurses  consisting  of  Mrs.  White- 
law  Rcid,  chairman,  and  Mrs.  \V.  Lannmn  Bull,  to  select 
nurses  and  arrange  for  their  transportation  and  to  make  all 
final  decisions  as  to  the  relations  of  the  Society  with  the 
Government  in  respect  to  nurses.  On  July  21,  Mrs.  Winthrop 
Cowdin  wa«  added  to  this  committee.  With  the  abandon- 
ment of  the  plan  for  the  hospital  ship,  the  scope  of  the 
Society's  work  was  much  enlarged,  as  it  was  then  decided 
to  place  trained  women  nurses  in  the  Army  hospitals.  It  was 
not  possible  to  follow  the  Ked  Cross  rule  of  volunteer  service. 
Competent  trained  women  nurses  were  unable  in  most  cases 
to  work  without  salary,  many  having  others  dependent  upon 
them  for  support;  but  they  all  gave  evidence  of  patriotism  in 
being  willing  to  serve  for  much  less  than  they  would  ordi- 
narily receive  -  .  .  when  the  first  call  came  from  Santiago 
oa  June  30,  the  committee  was  ready  to  respond. 

The  first  party  of  nurses  sent  by  the  Society  went  to  Tampa 
a  few  days  later  under  the  charge  of  Miss  Laura  D.  Gill.  It 
consisted  of  twelve  trained  nurses,  one  immune  nurse  and  one 
asaistant.  A  second  and  third  detachment  followed,  con- 
sisting of  five  physicians,  forty-three  nurses  and  six  orderlies. 
[This  was  the  Ijampasajt  party  already  described,  sent  in 
answer  to  Dr.  Lesser's  and  Dr.  La  Garde's  request.  Its 
Tanderings  have  already  been  told.] 

The  following  letter  from  Colonel  Charles  R.  Greenleaf 
will  show  how  efficient  were  the  services  of  these  nurses  and 
how  much  appreciated: 
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with  the  Secretary  of  War  and  the  Surgeon  Oeneral.  At  this 
conference,  the  committee  was  assure*!  of  the  cobperation 
of  the  Government,  General  Sternberg  agreed  to  meet  the 
ladies  again  in  New  York  the  nejit  day;  at  thia  meeting  re- 
sults were  reached  which  were  stated  in  a  letter  from  General 
Sternberg  to  Mrs.  Keid  as  follows: 

'*!  take  pleasure  in  confirming-  by  letter  the  arrangements 
made  at  our  internew  in  New  York  on  the  17th  instant.  I 
am  quite  willing  to  employ  female  nurses  vouched  for  by 
yourself  as  Secretary  of  the  Red  Cross  Society  for  Mainte- 
nance of  Trained  Nurses.  I  had  previously  made  very  satis- 
factory arrangements  for  the  cmpl(j.yn»ent  of  trained  female 
nurses  through  a  committoe  of  the  Daughters  of  the  Revolu- 
tion. As  I  said  to  you  during  our  interview,  I  recognize  the 
value  of  trained  female  nurses  in  general  hospitals  and  we 
expect  to  make  use  of  their  service  to  such  an  extent  as 
seema  to  be  desirable.  But  1  do  not  approve  of  sending  female 
DurseB  with  troops  in  the  field,  or  to  camps  of  instruction. 
It  is  the  intention  to  transfer  the  seriously  sick  men  from 
our  field  hospitals  to  the  general  hospitals  as  soou  as  prac- 
ticable; and  we  wisli  our  enlisted  men  of  the  Hospital  Corps 
to  take  care  of  the  sick  in  the  Division  Field  Hospitals  and 
in  camps  of  instruction,  so  that  they  jnay  be  fully  prepared 
to  perform  the  same  duties  when  the  troops  are  in  active 
operation. 

Among  these  privates  of  the  Hospital  Corps  who  constitute 
the  Red  Cross  organization  of  the  regular  military  service 
and  who  are  nou-combatanttJ  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of 
the  Geneva  Convention,  we  have  nmny  medical  students  and 
even  graduatea  in  medicine.  I  have  made  an  exception  with 
reference  to  sending  female  nurses  to  Cuba,  in  view  of  the  out- 
break of  yellow  fever  at  Santiago,  and  I  am  now  sending 
immune  nurses,  both  male  and  female,  for  duty  at  the  yellow 
fever  hospitals.  In  accordance  witJi  our  agreement,  you  are 
aothori/ed  to  send  ten  female  trained  nurses,  selected  by 
jfourself,  to  the  Leiter  Hospital  at  Camp  Thomas,  Georgia; 
ten  to  the  United  States  General  Hospital  at  Fort  Monroe, 
Virmnia,  and  two  to  the  hospital  at  Fort  Wadsworth,  New 
Yonc,  the  understanding  being  that  those  at  Fort  Monroe  ai»d 
at  Fort  Wadsworth  shall  be  boarded  and  lodged  outside  of 
the  hospital. 

Thanking  you  very  sincerely  for  yuur  earnest  e^orta  ia  be- 
half of  our  sick  and  wounded  soldiers,  I  am,      " '"  ''" 

Yours  very  truly, 

George  M.  Sternbebo. 
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A    second    letter    encloBed    the    following    request    from 
Charleston : 

To  the  Surgeon  General,  U.  S.  A., 
Washington,  D.  C. 

I  would  recommend  Uiat  twenty  nurses  be  ordered  to  this 
station  for  duty  in  St.  Francis  Xavier's  and  eity  hospitals. 
Impossible  for  hospitals  to  obtain  sufficient  help. 
Clayton  Parkiiill, 

Major  and  Chief  Surgeon,  U.  S.  A. 
First  Division,  First  Corps. 


Tn  answer  to  this  last  order,  t^^'enty  nurses  went  to 
Charleston,  South  Carolina,  on  July  24,  under  Miss  Martha 
L.  Draper  who  showed  great  ability  in  arranging  for  the 
nurses  and  seeing  thera  started  in  their  work  in  the  different 
hospitals,  which  were  very  much  overcrowded. 

In  addition  to  this,  three  men  nurses,  graduates  of  the 
Mills  Training  School  "  at  Bellevue.  were  sent  to  the  Marine 
Hospital  at  Staten  Island ;  and  Miss  Marjorie  Ilenshall  went 
with  three  women  nurses  to  the  Post  Hospital  at  Fort  Wads- 
worth.  Additional  nurses  were  sent  to  Fort  Wndsworth  as 
the  need  became  greater,  till  their  number  finally  increased 
to  forty-one,  and  Miss  Henshall  had  two  hospitals  under  her 
care.  In  recognition  of  her  admirable  work  she  was  chosen 
as  the  head  of  the  party  of  nurses  afterward  sent  to  Manila. 

The  rest  of  the  nurses  left  at  Tampa  awaiting  orders  were 
now  sent  to  the  I.^iter  Hospital,  near  Chattanooga,  and  ac- 
complished good  work  there,  though  the  service  was  very 
exacting.  Misis  Maud  Cromclien  was  sent  to  inspect  their 
work  and  reported  that  Major  Carter,  the  surgeon  in  charge, 
said  that  "the  nurses  were  indispensable  to  him."  While 
there  she  visited  Ciiirkamauga  Park  to  examine  the  Division 
Hospitals  at  Camp  George  H.  Thomas  and  reported  as  fol- 
lows: "One  glance  was  enough  to  convince  me  that  trained 
nurses  were  greatly  needed  to  care  for  the  sick,  most  of 
whom  were  suffering  from  typhoid  fever.  The  majority  of 
patients  were  in  a  wretched  cijndition  and  needed  skilled  nurs- 
ing to  give  them  even  a  chance  to  recover.  I  called  upon 
ColonelJ.  V.  R.  Hoff,  Chief  Surgeon  in  the  Field,  and  stated 
to  him  that  *the  Red  Cross  is  ready  to  put  nurses  in  at  least 

"Thp  Kchnol  fnr  training  Tnrn  as  nurftcft.  thon  hougpil  in  s  6ne  buildlnf; 
g\\vn  to  EU'tlr^'Ut'  by  Mr.  D.  O.  Mille,  Mrit.  Roid'a  father,  haa  since  been 
uiaentitinued. 
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one  division  hospital;  to  erect  the  teutH  needed  for  nurses 
luid  to  defray  all  expenses,  such  as  provisious,  etc.,  and  to 
provide  theiu  with  a  competent  matron  ;  and  all  to  be  subject 
to  whatever  orders  or  dii^oipline  the  surgeon  in  charge  ad- 
ises.'  At  first  it  was  not  considered  wise  to  expose  women 
the  liardbhips  of  life  in  a  field  hospitah  However,  in  tlie 
the  exigencies  of  the  situation  prevailed  and  Colonel  Hoff 
kind  ei]oug[i  to  recommend  my  statement  to  General 
Sternberg,  Surgeon  General  of  the  Army." 

The  following  letter  from  Major  R.  E.  GriflBn,  Surgeon  in 
(Charge,  to  Mrs.  Reid  is  a  titatemotit  as  to  the  work  done  by 
te  Red  Cross  nurses  at  Chickamauga: 

"Dear  Madam: 

The  Red  Cross  Society  for  the  Maintenance  of  Trained 
Nurses  can  truly  say  'Veni,  vidi,  vioi,'  for  without  them 
I  would  have  been  unable  to  have  stayed  the  dread  disease 
that  has  been  raging  in  our  camp.  Their  helping  hand 
came  in  the  hour  of  need  and  the  history  of  the  future  shall 
record  each  and  every  member  of  the  Red  Cross  Society 
BA  the  guardian  angels  of  the  Sternberg  Hospital.  My 
:perience  of  years  of  hospital  work  has  enabled  me  to  judge 

the  abilities  of  nurses;,  and  1  am  proud  to  say  that  this 
corps  of  nurses  under  the  excellent  supervision  of  Miss  Max- 
well has  never  before  been  equalled. 

Afl  to  the  untiring  efforts  of  Miss  Cromclien  and  her  suc- 
cess after  knocking  at  the  door  of  the  department  for  days  to 
be  allowed  to  admit  your  Society,  words  can  never  express 
the  praise  due  her.  Miss  Cronielien  was  here  on  the  ground 
the  day  I  put  my  tirst  tent  at  the  hospital  and  immediately 
began  building  pavilions  for  the  nurses.  .  .   " 

Miss  Cromclien  said:  ''The  work  begun  as  an  experiment 
has  proved  beyond  doubt  the  ability  of  women  to  work  as 
trained  nurses  in  the  field  hospitals  and  the  small  amount  of 
ticknest?  among  us  certainly  shows  that  we  have  the  physical 
ndurance  needed  for  such  work  under  such  peculiarly  trying 
circumstances." 

Ten  nurses  were  at  first  sent  to  the  General  Hospital  at 
Fortress  Monroe  in  charge  of  Miss  Lida  G.  Starr,  but  later 
others  followed  and  at  one  time  the  number  maintained  there 
by  the  Society  was  as  large  as  forty-five.  Miss  Starr  re- 
mained at  Fortress  Monroe  until  late  in  January,  when  she 
was  re<*alled  to  New  York  to  take  charge  of  one  of  the  parties 
of  nurses  sent  to  Manila. 
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In  August  when  the  Government  bought  the  Missouri  for 
a  hospital  ship,  trained  male  nurses  were  offered  to  Major 
Arthur,  the  oflicer-in-c*harge.  These  men  were  chiefly  selected 
from  the  Mills  Training  School  and  a  few  with  the  assistance 
of  Dr.  Fifciher,  of  the  Presbyterian  Hospital.  They  fully  de- 
serves! Major  Arthur's  commendation  and  on  the  second  and 
third  trips  their  number  was  increased  to  fifteen. 

Much  good  was  also  done  by  our  reprenontative  at  Fort 
Hamilton.  There  the  work  was  in  charge  of  Miss  M.  £. 
Wood. 

Soon  after  the  £r8t  party  of  nurses  had  been  sent  to 
Fortress  Monroe  and  Leitcr  Hospitol,  Dr.  Anita  Newcomb 
McGee,  director  of  the  D.  A.  1?.  Hospital  Corps,  visited  New 
York  to  consult  with  the  Committee  on  Nurses  as  to  the 
best  mejins  of  cooperating  with  tlie  (lovernment  in  regard 
to  the  distinction  l)etwcen  Government  nur?es  and  nurses  sent 
out  by  the  Society  for  the  Maintenance  of  Trained  Nurses. 
It  was  agreed  that  the  Society  would  cooperate  with  the 
Government  in  every  way  and  to  make  everytliing  absolutely 
clear,  Mrs.  Cowdin,  for  the  Committee  on  Nurses,  visited 
Washington.  After  her  consultation  with  the  members  of 
the  Hospital  Corps,  a  fund  of  $500  was  placed  in  the  hands 
of  Mrs,  Amos  G.  Draper,  the  treasurer,  to  pay  for  immediate 
transportation  expenses  for  nurses,  as  Congresa  had  not 
appropriated  any  sum  for  this  purpose.  In  all  $5,425.80 
were  so  disbursed  by  the  Society,  until  the  Government  as- 
sumed all  further  transportation  charges  on  September  6,  It 
was  also  agreed  that  the  Society  would  allow  the  nurses  to 
sign  Goveniment  contracts  when  so  required,  the  Society  to 
pay  their  mRintenance  and  transportation  in  some  cases,  in 
others  only  transportation. 

A  ileld  nearer  home  was  opened  at  Montauk.  By  the 
courtesy  of  the  Managers  of  St.  Luke's  Hospital,  Mrs.  Quin- 
tard,  their  sujwrintendent,  was  given  leave  of  absence,  so 
that  she  was  able  to  take  charge  of  this  department.  .  .  . 

Miss  Young  represented  the  Society  at  the  Detention  Hos- 
pital at  Camp  Wikotf,  with  fifty  women  under  her.  .  .  . 

In  all,  Mrs.  Quintard  and  Miss  Young  bad  ten  thousand 
patients  under  their  care. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  nurses,  partly  or  wholly 
maintained  by  the  Society: 

Fort  Wadsworth:  Forty-one  nurses  were  maintained  and 

paid  by  the  Society. 
Charle}»ton :  Twenty  nurses. 
Leitcr  Hospital:  Ten  nurses. 
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Governors  lelaitd:  Six  nurses.  J 

Tampa:  Five  uur^es. 

The  Conva!eH(t'ut  Home  for  Nurses,  Rowayton,  Connecti- 
cut: Ono  r»tir»e. 

Atlantic  Highlanfls:   Five  nurses  and  one  Rurgeon. 

On  hoppital  cars:  Four  aurges. 

Camp  BJflck:  Salaries  and  laundry  billfs  of  forty-two  nurses 
were  paid  by  the  Society ;  the  (foveninient  provided  army 
tents  and  rations. 

Fort  Hamilton;  Salaries  and  laundry  l>il|p.  of  twenty-three 
nunH?g  were  paid  by  the  Society;  the  Goverument  pro- 
vided army  it^nts  and  rations. 

Fortresii  Monroe:  Sabiries  of  forty-three  nurses  were  paid 
by  the  Government;  the  Society  provideil  maintenance 
for  the^,  and  salaries  and  maintenance  for  two  Red 
Cross  nurses.  '- 

Hospital  ship  Missouri:  Salaries  of  fifteen  men  nurses  were 
partially  paid  by  the  Society;  these  nurses  were  main- 
tained by  thi"  Government. 
Bodloe's  Island:  One  nurse  was  paid  by  the  Society  and  re- 
ceived army  ratinnB:  There  was  alno  one  vonnteer  Red 
Cross  nurse  who  received  army  rations. 

Portsmouth:  Six  men  nurses  wore  paid  by  the  Society. 
They  received  army  rations,  but  their  transportation  was 
■  Uteumed  by  the  Society. 

General  Hospital,  Montank  Point:  Almost  all  of  the  one 
hundred  and  fifty  nurses  under  Mrs.  Quiutard's  superin- 
tendence si^^ned  the  Government  contract.  Mrs.  Quin- 
tard's  salary  continued  to  be  paid  by  the  Society,  and 
large  supplies  of  all  kinds  for  the  nurses  were  selected 
by  Auxiliary  No.  3  and  their  expenses  to  Montauk 
paid. 

Sternberg  Hospital,  Chiekftmauga:  Sixty-four  nurses  sent 
by  the  Society  received  Government  pay  and  rations. 
Additional  maintenance  and  supplies  for  these  and  for 
ninety-six  other  nurses  ordered  there  by  the  Government, 
were  funiishe<i  by  the  Society. 

Long  li^land  City  Relief  Station:  Twenty-nine  nurses  and 
two  siirgeims  were  paid  by  tho  Society  and  maintained  by 
the  Relief  Station. 

In  the  tents,  Montauk  Station :  One  nurse  was  paid  by  the 
Society  and  one  volunteer  nurse  was  maintained  by  the 
Relief  Committee. 

One  nurse  wat^  supported  in  Miss  OhanlerV  hospital. 

Naftsau  Hospital  and  Annex,  Hempstead :  Twenty  nurses 
were  paid  by  the  Society  and  maintained  by  the  HospitaL 
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Home  for  Convalescent  Soldiera,  Sag  Harbor:  Six  nurses 
were  paiii  by  the  Society  and  maititained  by  the  citizens 
of  Sag  Harbor. 

Convaleecent  Home  for  the  8th  Regiment  at  Hunter's 
Island:  Two  nurses  were  paid  by  the  Society  and  main- 
tained by  funds  raised  by  Miss  Chauncey. 

U.  S.  Transport  LamiHrnajt:  of  the  twenty-nine  nurses  on 
thii^  transport,  many  were  volunteers,  and  the  salaries 
of  some  and  maintenance  of  all  were  borne  by  the 
Society. 

Nurses  were  also  supplied  on  emergency  calls  to  the  Eighth 
and  Ninth  Regiment  armories.  .  .  . 

With  the  necessity  of  reinforcing  our  troops  in  the  Philip- 
pines came  a  new  opiwrtnnity  which  the  Society  was  glad  to 
grasp.  Knowing  that  General  Otis  had  aeked  for  nurses  for 
Manila  and  hearing  that  they  were  greatly  needed  there,  the 
Executive  Committee  decided  to  apply  the  funds  remaining 
in  the  treasury  for  this  purpose  and  after  a  consultation  be- 
tween Mrs.  Keifl  and  Secretary  Alger,  the  BUgjtfestiou  of  send- 
ing nuri^es  to  the  Philippines  was  favorably  received  by  the 
Government.  Wliile  awaiting  tlie  otlicial  orders  from  Wash- 
ington, a  Committee  on  Nurses  wae  appointed  by  the  Presi- 
dent, consisting  of  Mrs.  Whitelaw  l{ei<l,  chairman;  Mrs. 
Wilham  S.  Cowles,  Mrs.  Charles  B.  Alexander,  Mrs.  Ednnuid 
L.  Baylies  and  Mrs.  James  Speyer,  ex-ofticio.  A  formal  offer 
waa  made  by  tlie  Society  to  send  nurses  to  the  Philippines, 
and  on  January  8  the  following  letter  from  Adjutant  (jeneral 
Corbin  was  received  by  the  chairman :  .  .  . 

"We  have  determinned  to  take  three  transports  from  here 
to  Manila,  about  eighteen  hundred  men  on  eacli.  The  Secre- 
tary of  War  approves  your  sending  four  nurses  on  each.  The 
first  ship  will  leave  the  15th,  the  other  two  before  Feb- 
ruar)*  1."  .  .  . 

No  time  was  lost  in  completing  arrangements  which  had 
already  been  carefully  planjied,  so  that  though  for  the  first 
party  the  notice  was  Bhort,  it  was  possible  to  send  the 
nurses  properly  equipi>ed  and  provided  for.  The  latter  were 
most  carefully  selected,  many  of  them  having  already  done 
valuable  work  for  the  Society  during  the  past  summer.  They 
were  personally  in.'^tructed  in  every  case  by  members  of  the 
rommiltee,  as  to  their  duties.  The  transport  was  inspected 
by  the  chairman  and  her  committee,  letters  of  introduction 
from  prominent  men  were  secured  for  tlie  nurses  and  everj'- 
thing  possible  was  done  for  their  comfort  and  success  on  the 
expedition.     All  signed  contracts  with  the  Society  for  sijt 
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roonths'  duty  in  Manila  and  on  the  transports  to  take  care 
of  the  sick  in  the  hoBpital. 

Miss  Ilenshal]  sailed  on  the  Qrant  January  19,  with  Miss 
Dowling,  Miss  Tovne  and  Miss  Ridley.  Miss  Henshall  was 
not  only  in  charge  of  this  division  but  was  the  superintendent 
of  the  entire  party  of  twelve  nurses.  Miss  Starr  sailed  on 
the  Sherman,  February  2,  in  charge  of  the  second  detachment, 
taking  with  her  Miss  Betts.  Miss  Sara  Shaw  and  Miss  Agnes 
Shaw.  The  last  transport,  the  Sheridan,  left  February  19 
with  Miss  Uladwin  in  charge  of  the  party  of  nurseSj  who 
were  Mies  Stirk,  Miss  Mount  and  Miss  Holmes. ^^ 

Tbe  report  of  the  committee,  with  the  financial  statement 
for  which  Airs.  Speyer  justly  deserved  especial  credit,  was 
oordially  commended  by  President  McKinley  in  letters  to  Mrs, 
Speyer  in  April,  1899, 

Axnong  the  names  mentioned  in  the  Report  are  those  of 
Berend  volunteer  aides  of  special  ability  and  usefulness,  and 
two,  whose  work  began  with  tbe  lAimpaaas  expedition,  not  only 
Aooompliahed  excellent  things  in  the  general  field  of  auxiliary 
wrvice  but  commanded  the  special  regard  of  nurses  for  the 
strong  influence  they  lent  in  support  of  the  professional  nursing 
staff. 

One  of  the  first  women  to  regiater  at  the  Red  Cross  Hospital 

'American  Kational  Rpd  Crws  Relief  Omimittee  Reports,  pp.  41-50. 

Tlic  contract  iiigned  hy  nurses  in  tlie  Philippines  rnn  as  follows: 

THIS  CONTRACT,  entered  into  this duy  of ISOfl, 

ai  Nrv  Vwk  City,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  between  the  Red  Croas 
Socictjr   for  Maintenance  of  Trained   NurHea  AuxiUary   No.   3,   and   Miaa 

of    in  the  State  of    witnos»eth : 

Tkat  for  the  conflideration  hereinafter  mentioned,  tho  said  Miss  

■romiae*  and  agrees  to  perform  the  duties  of  Nurue  on  United  Statea 
Trmnsporta,  or  in  the  Philippinea.  Xho  minimum  term  of  service  shall 
lie  aiz  moBtha  in  the  IMiilippines  in  addition  to  the  time  of  tranHportation* 
■alMft  otherwise  determined  liy  tlie  Military  Commander,  or  hy  the  Red. 
Cr«iM  8<.iciety  for  Maintenance  of  Trained  Nurses  Auxiliary  No.  3,  aa 
iqimtnted  by  the  Superintendent  of  Nurnes.  The  said  Ri-d  Cross  Society 
lor  MainteDance  of  Trained  Nurses  Auxiliary  No.  3  proraiaea  and  agreea 

t0  pay,  or  cause  to  be   paid  to  the  said   Miss    the  sum  of 

$80  per  moBth,  and  to  furnish  Maintenance,  Laundry,  Medical  Attendance 
tiuring  bcr  term  of  service,  and  the  assurance  of  means  for  a  suitable 
rctiirtt  home. 

AND  IT  IS  FURTHERMORE  AGREED  that  the  said  Miss 

Aall  re-coiTe  transportation  while  on  duty,  and  on  departure  from  and 
rcttini  to  ber  place  of  legal  residence,  from  the  Government.  She  shall 
•gr^»  to  mro^iize  the  authority  of  the  Superintendent  of  Nurses  appointed 
hj  the  Atixlltary. 

Misa 

Signed,  sealed  and  delivered  in  the  preacnce  of 
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for  executive  service  was  Laura  Drake  Gill,  a  daughter  of  the 
New  Enghiud  Pilgrims  and  Puritaus.  She  was  a  college 
woman  of  broad  training  and  was  placed  in  general  charge  of 
the  Lampasas  party  by  Mr.  WardwelL  Later,  she  was  sent  to 
Chickamaiiga  to  place  the  nurses  in  the  Leiter  Hospital  and  at 
all  other  times,  had  charge  of  all  the  transportation  of  nurses  to 
and  from  K'ew  York,  meeting  and  dispatching  them  by  day  or 

,  Another  prominent  aide  was  Margaret  Livingston  Chanler, 
of  Knicki'rbockcr  circles,  who  after  the  war,  married  RicL- 
ard  Aldrich.  Both  of  these  aides  gave  strong  suppurt  to  the 
post-war  campaign  of  placing  nurses  permanently  in  army  hoa- 
pitals, 

.  Our  space  allows  no  full  detail  of  the  many  nurses  who  de- 
serve mention  for  their  part  in  the  Spanish-American  War  epi- 
sode, but  a  few  names  must  be  taken  from  the  Army  Nurse 
^orps  Index.  Some  of  these  became  distinguished  in  other 
ways  later  on.  Not  a  few  reappeared  in  subsequent  Army  and 
'!Nav^  nursing  and  lied  Cross  org»ni2ation.  Two  members  of 
the  Lampasas  party,  Beatrice  Von  ITomrigh  and  Mary  E.  Glad- 
win, will  be  met  more  than  once  in  later  pages. 

Esther  V.  Hasson»  who  served  in  1S98  on  the  Belief,  became 
Superintendent  of  the  Navy  Nurse  Corps  (1908)  and  Dita 
Kinney,  as  already  told,  of  the  Army  Nurse  Corps, 

There  were  women  of  eminent  distinction  in  training  school 
work  then  and  later, — among  them  Nancy  Cadmus,  whose 
administrative  career  in  hospitals  was  unbroken  for  years, 
€»jccept  for  the  war  service;  Frau<'e8  A.  Stone,  associated  with 
!Mifla  Maxwell  at  the  Presbyterian  Hospital  and  Mrs.  Louns- 
bery,  with  others  aln-ady  mentioned. 

Especially  distinctive  was  the  work  of  the  grrmp  of  women 
who,  after  the  war,  carried  out  the  organization  of  modem 
training  schools  in  the  civil  hospitals  of  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico, 
jXucy  Quintard,  Sarah  S.  Henry*  M.  Eugenie  Hibbard,  Mary  A. 
fO'Donnell,  Amy  E.  Pope  and  others.'*'  Mary  J.  McCloud 
rorganizod  a  school  in  the  military  hospital  at  Mexico  City., 
i;iizal>eth  Stack  taught  the  hospital  corps  men  nursing  and  die- 
tetics at  Angel  Island.  On  the  Army  Nurse  Corps  Index,  too, 
one  finds  Yssabella  0.  Waters,  whose  later  compilation  of  public 
health  nursing  agencies  in  the  United  States,  kept  yearly  up  to 
date,  has  become  a  classic  of  its  kind;  Lydia  Holman,  one  of 

■"lUfttory  of  Nursing."  Vol.  UT,  Chup.  VL 
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earliest  pioncors  in  niral  nnrsiiig;  Jane  Hodson,  Author  of 
well-kno^TO  book  previously  mentioned ;  Isabel  Jean  Walton, 
a  New  York  Hospital  fturse  since  then  identified  with  St. 
John's  Floating  Hospital  and  other  public  health  nursing  work. 

Some  of  those  no  longer  living  tniist  be  named.  Clara  L. 
Maas  was  a  young  Anuy  nurse  who  during  the  investigation 
of  yellow  fever  transmission  in  11)00-11)01,  in  Cuba,  insisted  on 
being  allowed  to  volunteer  for  the  experimental  service.  She 
ma  accordingly  bitteu  by  an  infected  mosquito  and  died  as  a 
fBBnlt  of  the  too-perfect  demonstration.  ^>hc  was  buried  with 
military  honors  and  is  mentioned  with  respect  in  several  official 
records.  Louisa  Parsons,  English  born,  and  a  Spanish- Ameri- 
can war  nurse,  died  in  the  British  Army  service  in  1915. 
Emma  Duensing,  Genntin  born,  died  in  the  same  year  in  the 
lervice  of  Qerumuy.  Tvose  Kaplan,  who  had  become  head  of 
a  hospital  in  Jerusalem,  died  while  caring  for  refugees  in  1917. 
A  little  group  of  Spanish-American  war  nurses  lived  to  serve 
throughout  the  World  War,  They  were:  Samantha  C  Plum- 
mcr,  Edith  Kutley,  Helen  M.  Picket,  M.  Estelle  Hine  and 
Carrie   L.  Howard. 

After  the  war  there  were  many  testimonials  to  the  usefulneaa 
of  tlie  Army  nurse.  It  may  suffice  to  repeat  here  the  conclusion 
reached  by  the  Congressional  committee  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  conduct  of  the  war.  In  its  report,  among  other  reoom- 
mendations  was  this  one;  "...  Needed  by  the  Medical  De- 
partment in  the  future;  a  Reserve  Corps  of  selected  trained 
women  nurses,"  ^" 

Its  estimate  of  the  nurses  ran  as  follows : 

In  the  last  twenty  years  the  value,  the  efficiency  and  the 
arailability  of  well-trained  women  nurses  has  been  demon- 
strated and  it  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  this  fact  was  not 
fully  rcahzed  by  the  medical  officers  of  the  army  when  the 
war  commenced.  It  is  to  be  remembered,  though,  that  in 
military  hospitals  in  the  field  women  had  been  employed  as 
Dorses,  if  at  all,  only  to  a  very  limited  extent,  and  there  was 
good  reason  for  questioning  whetl»er  a  field  hospital  with  a 
moving  army  was  any  place  for  a  woman.  Our  recent  ex- 
perience njay  justly  be  held  to  have  shown  that  female  nurses, 
properly  trained  and  properly  selected,  can  be  duly  cared  for 
and  are  of  the  greatest  value.  Those  who  have  been  serving 
under  contract  in  our  military  hospitals,  and  there  have  been 

■Cooduct  oC  War  with  Spain,"  VoL  I,  p.  189. 
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about  fifteen  hundred  of  these,  have  with  scarcely  an  excep- 
tion done  excellent  work  and  it  is  to  the  high  credit  of  the 
American  soldier  that  not  a  single  complaint  has  been  made 
by  any  nurse  of  personal  discourtesy." 

""Conduct  of  War  with  Spain,"  VoL  I,  p.  171. 
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AFTELtATION    OF   THE   AMERICAN    RED   CKOSS    WITH    THE   NURSEs' 

ASSOCIATION 

Tk€  Army  Nurse  Corpa^ Reorganization  of  the  Red  Cross  in 
1905 — The  A merican  Federation  of  Aftsociated  Alum nw 
Accepts  Affiliaiion  with  the  American  Red  Cross — Develop- 
mint  of  the  Cursing  Service — FariicipiUion  in  Disaster 
Relief 

THE  war  was  not  yet  over  when  the  idea  of  securing  the 
existence  of  the  Army  Nurse  C'orpa  by  legislation  was 
agitated  by  various  war  workers.  In  December,  1898, 
Dr.  JlcGee  went  to  Now  York  to  suggest  to  Mrs.  Quintard  and 
other  uuntes  with  whom  she  had  been  in  close  touch,  the  wisdom 
of  atteinpting  such  legislation.  While  she,  as  a  subordinate  of 
ifae  War  Department,  could  not  initiate  it,  she  would,  she 
promised,  do  everything  in  her  power  to  obtain  Congressional 
ttpproval  of  an  act  that  should  not  be  too  great  a  departure  from 
t£o  mcUiods  and  ide^is  of  the  Army. 
At  almost  the  same  time  Mrs.  Robb  went  to  New  York  to  lay 
eimilar  proposal  before  nurses  and  Auxiliary  members,  all  of 
bcmi  received  the  suggestion  with  enthusiasm. 
In  view  of  the  Army  Nurse  legislation  of  1920,  a  full  account 
tluit  first  campaign  would  be  interesting,  but  we  must  limit 

Ives  to  a  brief  summary  of  its  main  features, 
A  (Hjmmittee  of  women,  many  of  them  of  national  distinction, 
with  prominent  nurses,  promoted  tlie  bill.  Mrs.  Winthrop  Cow- 
din  was  it^  first  chairman  and  among  those  who,  in  the  course 
of  its  duration,  served  on  the  "Committee  to  Secure  by  Act  of 
CongresB  the  Emplo\Tnent  of  Women  Nurses  in  the  Hospital 
Scrrice  of  the  United  States  Army,"  were  Louisa  Lee  Schuy- 
ler, THeran  of  the  Sanitary  Commission  of  the  Civil  War;  ifrs. 
William  Osbom  and  Mrs.  Joseph  Hobson,  two  of  the  organizers 
Bellevue  School  for  Nurses;  Mrs.  Amos  G.  Draper, 
lit  in  the  Daughters  of  the  American  llevolution;  Mrs. 
67 
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Whitelaw  Reid,  unfailingly  helpful  in  nursing  matters  and 
lavish  of  her  intiuencc  and  means;  Margaret  Livingston  Chaulcr 
and  Laura  l>rake  Gill,  who  had  been  two  of  the  most  hardwork- 
ing of  the  volunteer  aides;  Mrs.  \V.  X.  Annstrong,  of  Hampton, 
Virginia;  Mrs.  Bayard  Cutting;  !Mrs.  C.  K.  Meredith^  Mrs. 
Harriet  Blaine  Beale,  Mrs.  John  S.  T.  Hull,  Mrs.  Hawley 
^the  English  nurse,  mentioned  earlier  as  Miss  Horner  and 
afterwards  married  to  Senator  Hawley  of  Connecticut),  with 
Anna  C.  AlaxwoU,  Iri'n<'  H,  Sutlitf»\  Isalx'l  Hampton  Rohb, 
Ellfn  ^I.  Woi>d,  Linda  Uii-hards,  M.  Adelaide  Nutting,  Alary 
F.  Wadley,  Georgia  ^L  Nevius  and  Lucy  W.  Quintard.  Misa 
Nuttiug  was  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  nurses  and 
directed  the  work  of  infonniug  the  rank  and  lile  of  the  points 
at  issue.  She  was  then  auperiutendent  and  principal  of  the 
Johns  Hopkins  training  school  where  she  had  entered  as  one  of 
Miss  Hampton's  first  class  and  in  which  she  bad  risen  to  the 
position  of  head  of  the  school  on  Miss  Hampton's  marriage. 
Born  in  Carmda,  Miss  Nutting's  brilliant  mind  and  untiring 
energy'  turned  witii  special  attention  to  t'duciitional  nursing 
problems  and  slin  will  b*i  met  in  the  forefront  of  such  circles  of 
activity,  as  we  go  through  these  pages.  Her  work  at  the  Johns 
Hopkin.<i  was  so  original  and  etf'ective  that  she  was  called  tbenoo 
to  dirwt  tJio  Department  of  Nuri^ing  and  Health  at  Teachers 
Collegt^  where  she  surrounded  herself  with  ardent  young  cnthu- 
si&gta  and  made  an  international  reputation  for  her  department 
In  the  work  for  the  Army  Nurso  Rill  hor  executive  ability  was 
for  tlie  first  time  shown  outside  of  the  hospital,  for  there  was 
then  no  nursing  journal,  no  close  network  of  central  and  local 
associations  to  facilitate  communication.     She  said^  later: 

One  of  the  things  that  makes  that  correspondence  sta 

out  in  tny  niemory  is  the  fact  that  for  tlie  first  time  in 
iiig  school  work  I  had  some  help  from  a  stenographer.    The 
New  York  women  insisted  upon  my  using  such  assistance, 
whieh  I  rather  timorously  did  to  a  small  degree. 

I   This  was  the  first  time  nurses  had  approached  Con 
Miss  Nutting  wrote: 

One  incident  which  stands  out  rather  clearly  was  a  hearing 
by  tlie  Military  Committee  of  the  House  or  Senate,  I  forget 
whicJi,  where  I  had  to  summon  by  telegram  Mrs.  Isabel  Robb, 
Miss  Mclsaac,  Miss  Majcwell  and  various  others,  including,  I 
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think.  Dr.  Billings,  who  gave  us  coiietaut  help  and  odvinc.  At 
the  beginning  of  the  hearing  in  Wa^^hington,  in  walked  Mrs. 
Joseph  Hobsun,  who  had  heard  of  it  and  wanted  to  give  her 
point  of  view  on  the  imporUuce  of  good  nursing.  I  remem- 
ber what  an  ordeal  it  was,  because  as  chairman  I  had  to  intro- 
duce each  member  and  explain  who  he  or  she  was  and  why 
his  views  and  opinions  would  be  entitled  to  respect  and 
•when  it  came  to  Dr.  Welch,  who  wa^  there  and  Ppoke  splen- 
didly for  us,  I  felt  paralyzed.  ' 

,  Powerful  yet  intangible  opposition  to  the  bill  was  met  with. 
It  seemed  to  be  cflpec.ially  dirnctod  agjiinst  tlic  profeasiona! 
rvquirements  aaked  for  and  tl»c  stipulation  that  the  head  of  the 
Anny  Nurse  Corps  should  be  a  nurse.  The  committee  and  the 
ttUire  nursing  profession  back  of  them  regarded  tlieee  require- 
nwnts  and  the  claim  for  a  nurse  superintendent  as  fiiudamental. 
In  the  process  of  overcoming  the  opposition,  Margaret  Chanler 
volunteered  no  less  a  service  than  to  make  a  trip  to  the  Philip- 
pineSy  to  investigate  persistent  unfriendly  rumors  that  appar- 
ly  came  from  Luzon  and  were  brought  to  members  of  Con- 
in  depreciation  of  the  morale  of  women  nurses  in  the 

had  indeed  been  some  unfortunate  selections  made  in 
the  early  part  of  Philippine  war  nursing,  when  western  Red 
CroBB  societies  had  unwittingly  recommended  several  women 
of  unsuitable  type,  who  had  been  sent  home  in  disgrace.  But 
when  Mifis  Chanler  visited  Manila  (summer  of  lSi)9 )  there  was 
only  the  carefully  chosen  staff  of  seventy-five  nurses  sent  out  by 
the  Auxiliary  No.  3,  working  under  Colonel  Greenleaf,  who 
WM  their  staunch  friend.  It  was  clear  that  the  hostility  of 
the  opposition  did  not  then  emanate  from  Manila,  and  myster- 
ioudy  enou^y  with  Miss  Chanler's  visit  it  was  effectually 
ai  If  need. 

The  bill  sponsored  by  the  committee  was  brought  up  in 
Otm^ress  on  January  24,  1890,  but  failed  to  pass.  Resolute  in 
their  determination,  the  committee  continued  their  work 
throtkgfa  1900.  They  had  at  first  asked  for  a  ''Nursing  Service 
Commission"  and  educational  requirements  alike  for  the  entire 
staff,  i.e.,  "General  hospital  training  of  not  less  than  two 
years.''  Thrive  years'  training  was  then  established  in  certain 
large  schools  and  was  being  rapidly  extended..  Many  nurses, 
too,  "were  taking  postgraduate  courses. 

The  contest  ended  in  a  reasonably  satisfactory  compromise, 
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for  the  committee  finally  agreed  to  accept  a  section  in  the  Army 
Reorganizntion  Bill  of  IDOO-lJ^Ol.  This  was  the  section  pre- 
viously referred  to,  drafted  bv  Dr.  McGee.  at  the  request 
'of  the  Snrgpon  Genrral,  on  wliat  seemed  to  the  War  Depart- 
ment acceptable  lines.  The  committee  obtained  tlie  insertion 
of  an  amendment  to  it  specifying  in  part,  for  the  superintend- 
ent, the  educational  qualifications  they  had  wished  to  secure 
throughout  the  staff.  Thus  amended,  Section  19,  aa  it  was 
numbered,  read  (omitting  unessential  details) : 

That  the  Nurse  Corps  (female)  shall  consist  of  one  super- 
intendent, who  shall  be  a  gradunte  of  a  hospital  training 
school  having  a  course  of  instruction  of  not  less  than  two 
years,  and  of  as  many  chief  nurses,  nurses  and  reserve 
nurses  as  may  be  needed,  provided  that  they  nhall  bu  grad- 
uates of  hospital  training  eehools  and  shall  have  passed  a 
satisfactory  profcssioual,  moral,  mental  and  physical  examina- 
tion.* 

The  bill  was  signed  by  the  President  on  February  2,  1901, 
and  the  nurse  sclented  by  Dr.  McQce  to  be  her  successor  was 
duly  appointed. 

Mrs.  Dita  11.  Kinney,  the  new  head  of  the  Army  Nurse 
Corps,  had  had  active  service  during  the  war,  chiefly  in  the 
West  and  Suuthwest.  She  was  a  New  York  State  woman, 
trained  at  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  (class  of  1892.) 
Her  experience  before  the  war  had  been  varied  and  responsible 
and  she  had  carried  on  some  pioneer  work  in  teaching  the 
elements  of  nursing  to  mothers  of  families  on  social  settlement 
lines.  Mrs.  Kinney  had  earlier  shown  her  courage  by  making 
the  first  attack  in  print  on  bogus  schools  for  nurses. 

•Army  Reorganiisation  Act  of  1901— February  2,  1901.  Sec.  10,  Vol.  31, 
U.  S.  StHtutofl  at  Lnrpo.  p.  748. 

The  "Spt'ciHl  Cnmniittw  in  Charoe  of  the  BiU"  diirinfi  the  56lli  Congre«8 
weror  Miiw  Mnrjfnrct  Livinjiston  Chanli^r^  Mrn.  Harriet  BUine  Benle,  Mra. 
Joseph  nolwon,  Mra.  WiUiiim  Sheffield  CowIph,  Mrn.  Joseph  K.  Hawlcy, 
Mrp.  Amo8  O.   Driiper,  Mrs.  John   S.  T.  Hull,  Miss  GtMir^ria  Xevini*, 

TIio  Navy  Nurse  Corps  mmhi  followed.  It  whb  orpinizcd  definitely  in 
inOl;  the  i\r»t  effort  to  p«fw  a  hill  in  ConpreRi*  waH  made  in  IftO.T;  ftnfll 
pnMage  of  the  UiU  came  in  in08.  Xnw  Appropriation  .\ct  of  Mav  13, 
1908,  Vol.  35.  V.  S.  Sttttut4s  at  Lflrjie.  p.  1211.  Dr.  Mi<iee  helpwl  in 
framing  the  Navy  Niirm*  PorpB  Bill  nUn  nnd  tl  nuijrh  her  efTorts  various 
approprintion  items  henefttJn?  both  nervices  were  pecnred.  Tn  view  of 
the  later  liestouHl  nf  *'f!unk"  im  Arrriy  niiriM*it.  it  i^  interesting  to  know 
that  Dr.  MeOef  op«»ned  the  *iihjeet  of  rank  with  the  Siirpeon  uenernl  st 
the  time  of  drftflinp  "Soetinn  UK"  But  tlio  Ann)  attitude  then  was 
immovably  oppoard  to  any  »uch  innovation. 
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The  first  few  years  after  tha  war  were  full  of  rcorgauizntion 
pUna^  both  in  the  Aineriean  Ked  Cross  and  in  nursing  societies. 
The  I«»oii8  of  the  war  were  not  forgotten  and  women  in  New 
and  elsewhere,  who  had  been  at  the  head  of  relief  and 
ling  work*  held  to  the  Red  Cross,  hoping  to  continue  the 
icBl  system  they  had  done  so  much  to  develop.  In  that 
iod  also,  the  two  nursing  societies,  the  Superintendents' 
iety  and  the  Associated  Alumme,  had  joined  in  a  free 
tatiou  for  international  purpt^ses,  under  the  name  The 
'icAu  Federation  of  Nurses,  each  one  retaining  its  corpor- 
ate identity. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Superintendents'  Society  (October, 
1903).  a  resolution  had  been  adopted  giving  its  councillors 
powpr  tn  act  for  the  society  in  any  public  question  that  might 
arise  during  the  ycflr.  This  action  hiid  been  specifietilly  taken 
with  a  %-iew  to  future  union  with  the  Red  Cross,  for  which  they 
dKriafaed  a  desire.  The  Associated  Alumna;  were  etjually  alive 
to  this  poasibility,  one  of  the  great  questions  of  iliat  day^  and  a 
QOOcerUtd  effort  to  open  up  a  way  of  affiliation  with  the  Red 
Ccoas  waa  made  in  Uie  winter  of  1004  by  executive  officers  of 
Uie  two  societies.  The  American  Journal  of  Nursijig  said  in 
April,  1904: 

On  February  23,  a  number  of  woll-known  women  in  the 
numng  profession  came  together  in  New  York  and  quite 
informally  a  group  of  New  York  women  met  with  them 
in  the  evening  to  discussion  questioue  of  importance  to  nurses. 
The  out-of-town  members  present  were  Mary  M.  Ttiddle, 
president  of  tlie  A£«ociated  Alumme;  M.  Ailelaitle  Nutting, 
president  of  the  American  Federation  of  Nurses ;  Tsa- 
bel  Mclsaar,  president  of  the  Ammran  Juurruil  of  NurS' 
mg  Company;  Sophia  F.  Palmer,  editor  of  the  American 
Journal  of  Nurtnn/f,  and  the  five  Chicago  members  of  the 
daas  in  Hospital  Economics  at  Teachers  College. 

Of  tlu'  well-known  New  York  women  there  were  present 
Miss  Maxwell,  ili^s  Delano,  Miss  Wilson  of  St.  Luke's; 
Milts  Sanborn  of  St.  Vincent's;  Miss  Pindell,  of  the  Metro- 
politiin;  >frs.  Dean,  of  Mt.  Sinai;  Miss  Gilniour,  of  the  New 
York  City  eehool;  Miss  Mary  E,  Thorntou,  secretary  of  the 
' '         '  .  and  others. 

.ration  of  war  between  Tlussia  and  Japan 
-  question  of  the  position  American  nurses 
'ime  of  natinun!  or  iiiternationftl  cftlsniity  and 
(hut  some  action  should  be  takeu  that  would 
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place  American  nurses  always  in  an  attitude  of  readiness 
wbeu  their  fiervicee  were  needed,  either  at  home  or  abroad. 
In  a  discussion  the  following  points  were  brought  out : 

1.  American  nursci:,  to  be  at  all  tiraen  in  a  position   to-' 
render  aid  to  sulTering  humanitj-,  regardless  of  nationality" 
or  creed,  should  be  affiliated  in  some  way  with  the  American' 
National  Red  Cross.  * 

2.  iSnch  afliliation  should  be  consummated  through  8om6(. 
one  of  the  existing  nursing  organizations.  "11 

An  informal  committee  was  appointed  to  ascertain  whethewl 
the  American  Nutioiia!   Hed  Cross  had  so  far  contemplated*. [ 
its   reorj^nization   that   it  roubj   consider  a   proposition   for- 
such  aHiliatiou  if  ma^e  through  the  proper  of!icial  channel. 

r 
Tho  editorial  added: 

The  Society   [Red  Cross]   is  now  in  a  condition  of  re-^| 
organization  and  this  reconstruction   period  would  seem  to'' 
be  a  very  proper  time  for  American   nurses  to  endeavor  to- 
obtain  some  form  of  affiliation  which  would  identify  them 
with  the  lied  Cross.  j 

>| 
At  tliis  point  Miss  Delano  reappears  in  our  history  for  thej 
first  time  since  the  yellow  fever  episode.  She  had  not  entered 
the  war  service,  but  had  remained  at  her  institutional  work. 
In  1902-1904  she  was  at  the  head  of  the  Bclleviie  school. 
There  she  was  in  close  association  with  Mrs,  Whitelaw  Reid — 
whose  family  had  long  Ix'cn  identified  with  large  gifts  to  Belle- 
vue  and  who  was  one  of  the  Board  of  Managers — with  Mrs.  W. 
K.  Draper  and  others  who  had  been  members  of  the  Red  Cross 
Auxiliary  No.  3,  Whilst  the  war  activities  were  going  on  Miss 
Delano  had  joined  the  New  York  State  Red  Cross  Branch  and 
had  beeorao  deepl.v  interested  in  bringing  a  large  enrollment  of 
nurses  into  it  So  keen  was  this  interest,  even  when  the  war 
was  over  and  reeoustruction  not  yet  begun,  that  one  of  her  assist- 
ants in  tho  Bcbooly  Mary  A.  Clarke,  wrote  later: 

During  that  period  we  often  discussed  the  work  of  the 
American  Oed  Cross  riurj^ep,  and  even  then  it  seeme<l  to  me 
tliat  of  all  the  nurses  in  the  United  States  Miss  Delano  was 
the  fine  woman  capable  of  taking  hold  of  the  nursing  service 
and  promoting  it  for  greater  development. 

From  that  time  on  Miss  IWano's  devotion  to  the  Red  Cross 
gradually  became  paramount  with  her. 
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next  advance  toward  affiliation  was  tukon  by  tLo  national 
;ion  in  1904.  At  the  AesociiittHi  Alumiiic  convention  of 
tliit  year  the  president,  Mary  M.  Riddle,  a  Pennsylvania 
woman,  trained  at  the  Boston  City  Hospital,  who  hud  held 
pxccntive  positions  there  and  in  other  MaBsachusetts  hospitals 
and  Twho  had  been  for  years  a  strong  figiire  in  nnrsing  affairs 
and  in  Red  Cross  organization  in  that  state,  said,  in  part: 

We  have  in  this  countir  an  organissation  known  as  the 
National  Red  Cross,  with  whose  name  nt  least  we  arc  familiar, 
bat  whose  plans  for  work  we  do  not  always  comprehend. 
Our  idea  would  be  to  ally  ourselves  with  this  national  body 
for  practical  purposes. 

So  strong  was  the  conviction  that  nurses  should  be  awake 
to  their  opportunities  and  responsibilities  in  this  direction 
that  an  informal  committee  vitiilcJ  last  winter  in  Washing- 
ton members  of  the  Red  Cross  Association  in  high  official 
position  and  placed  the  matter  before  them.  The  suggestions 
of  tlie  c-ommittee  were  welcome  and  it  was  advised  to  make 
preparations  for  the  work,  with  tlie  promise  that  an  oppor- 
tunity would  be  given  the  nurses  for  rendering  their  service 
whenever  the  demand  for  such  service  should  arise.  .  .  . 

The  appeal  is  made  to  you  to  consider  the  advisability  of 
getting  into  form  for  such  work.  It  is  made  to  you  because 
you  are  the  rank  and  file  of  tlie  nursing  profession  in  this 
country  and  witliout  you  nothing  can  be  done,  upon  you 
must  the  dependence  for  service  be  placed. 

don  followed  and  then  action: 

The  President:  I  would  like  to  ask  if  it  is  yonr  pleasure 
to  refer  any  question  of  alliance  with  tlie  Ited  Cross  Society 
to  the  Executive  CommitteL'  and  Board  of  Directors? 

The  Secretary:  1  would  like  to  move  that  since  Miss  Riddle 
has  already  conferred  with  ladies  on  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  tlie  Red  Cross  Society,  she  be  empowered  to  associate  with 
her  two,  three  or  four  people  whom  she  knows  to  be  interested 
io  the  matter  and  proceed  in  such  manner  as  the  committee 
thus  formed  may  decide. 

Seconded  and  carried. 

The  committee  formed  comprised  Miss  Riddle,  chairman, 
Miss  Maxwell  and  Miss  Darner.* 

The  Superintendents'  Society  then  appointed  a  similar  com- 
mtttee  with  Miss  Nutting  as  chairman,  to  meet  and  confer  with 
*pTow«dings  Atinottl  CoaYcntlon  of  the  Aaaociatcd  Alamnoe,  1904. 
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place  American  nurses  always  in  an  attitude  of  readiness 
wheji  their  services  were  needed,  either  at  home  or  abroad.. 
In  a  discussion  the  following  points  were  brought  out:        \ 

1,  American  nurses,  to  be  at  all  times  in  a  position  to- 
render  aid  to  suffering  humanity,  regardless  of  nationality 
or  creed,  should  he  afliliatcd  in  some  way  with  the  American^ 
National  Red  Cross.  * 

2.  Such  affiliation  should  be  consummated  through  some! 
one  of  the  existing  nursing  organizations.  ■  4 

An  informal  eomniittee  was  appointed  to  ascertain  whetterr 
the  American  National  I^ed  Cross  had  so  far  contemplated, 
its  roorganiziitinn  that  it  roiild  t'oiinider  u  proposition  for; 
such  atliliation  if  ma\iii  IhrougL  the  proper  utticial  channel. 

The  editorial  added: 

The  Society  [Red  Cross]  is  now  in  a  condition  of  re-* 
organization  and  this  reoonstrurtinn  period  would  seem  to' 
be  a  very  proper  time  for  American  nnrses  to  endeavor  to> 
obtain  some  form  of  atBliation  which  would  identify  themf 
with  the  Red  Cross.  y 

At  this  point  Miss  Delano  reappears  in  our  history  for  thai 
first  time  since  the  yellow  fever  episode.  She  had  not  entered, 
the  war  service,  but  had  remained  at  her  institutional  work- 
in  1902-1904  she  was  at  the  head  of  the  Bellevne  school. 
There  she  was  in  close;  association  with  Mrs.  Whitelaw  K«id — 
["whose  family  had  long  Iwen  identified  with  large  gifts  to  Belle- 
Iviie  and  who  was  one  of  the  Board  of  Managers — with  Mrs.  W. 
K.  Draper  and  othi^rs  who  had  been  members  of  the  Red  Cross 
Auxiliary  No.  3.  Whilst  the  war  activities  were  going  on  Miss 
Delano  Lad  joined  the  New  York  State  Red  Cross  Branch  and 
ihad  become  deeply  interested  in  bringing  a  large  enrollment  of 
nurses  into  it.  So  keen  was  tLis  intenist,  even  when  the  war 
was  over  and  reeonatniction  not  yet  begun,  that  one  of  her  assist- 
ants in  the  school,  Mary  A.  Clarke,  wrote  later: 

During  that  period  we  often  discussed  the  work  of  the 
American  Red  Cross  nurKcs,  and  even  then  it  seemed  to  me 
that  of  all  the  nurses  in  the  United  States  Miss  Delano  was 
the  one  woman  capable  of  taking  hold  of  the  nursing  service 
4nd  promoting  it  for  greater  development. 

i  From  that  time  on  Miss  l^lano's  devotion  to  the  Hed  CrosB 
gradnally  became  paramount  with  her. 
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nract  advam'e  toward  affiliation  was  taken  hv  the  national 
mociation  in  1904.  At  the  AssociutcHl  Ahininse  convention  of 
Uillt  year  the  president,  Mary  M.  Kiddle,  a  Pennsylvania 
woman,  trained  at  the  Boston  City  Hospital,  who  had  held 
executive  positions  there  and  in  other  Massachusetts  hospitals 
and  "who  had  been  for  years  a  strong  figure  in  nursing  affairs 
and  in  Red  Cross  organisation  in  that  slate,  said,  in  part: 

We  have  in  this  eountrv  an  organization  known  as  the 
National  Red  Croes,  with  whose  name  at  least  we  are  familiar, 
but  whoee  j)Ians  for  work  we  do  not  always  comprehend. 
Oor  idea  would  be  to  ally  ourselves  with  this  national  body 
for  practical  purposes. 

80  strong  was  the  conviction  that  nurses  should  be  awake 
to  their  opportunities  and  responsibib'ties  in  this  direction 
that  an  informnl  committer  visitpd  last  winter  in  Washing- 
ton members  of  the  Red  Cross  Association  in  high  official 
position  and  placed  the  matter  before  them.  The  suggestions 
of  the  committee  were  welcome  and  it  was  advised  to  make 
preparations  for  the  work,  with  the  promise  that  an  oppor- 
tunity would  be  given  tlic  nurwa  for  rendering  their  service 
whenever  the  demand  for  such  sen*ice  should  arise,  .  .  . 

The  appeal  is  made  to  you  to  consider  the  advisabflity  of 
getting  into  form  for  such  work.  It  is  made  to  you  because 
you  are  the  rank  and  file  of  the  nursing  profession  in  this 
eountry  and  without  you  nothing  can  be  done,  upon  you 
must  the  dependence  for  service  be  placed. 

Dwnumon  followed  and  then  action: 

The  President:  I  would  like  to  ask  if  it  is  your  pleasure 
to  refer  any  question  of  alliance  with  the  Red  Cross  Society 
to  the  Kxecutive  ('ommittee.  and  Board  tif  Directors? 

The  Secretary:  I  would  like  to  move  that  since  Miss- Riddle 
has  already  conferred  with  ladies  on  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  the  Bed  Cross  Society,  she  be  empowered  to  associate  with 
her  two,  three  or  four  people  whom  she  knows  to  be  interested 
ill  the  matter  and  proceed  in  such  manner  as  the  committee 

lus  formed  may  decide. 

SwHjnded  and  carried. 

The  committee  formed  comprised  Miss  Riddle,  chairman, 
MiM  Maxwell  and  Miss  Darner.* 

The  Buperintendonts'  Society  then  appointed  a  aimilar  com- 
mittee with  Miss  Nutting  as  chairman,  to  meet  and  confer  with 
'FroewdingB  Annual  Convention  of  the  As6oci«t«d  Alnmnic,  1904. 
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Miss  Riddle  and  her  associates  aud  together  they  approached 
reprcseututivc  women  of  the  Red  Cross  iu  New  York  and 
Wusbiii^on  with  their  su^estlous.  While  these  steps  were 
being  taken  the  reorganization  of  the  Red  Cross  by  Act  of  Con- 
gress had  \)een  completed. 

The  American  Journal  of  Nursing  said  (March,  1905)  :       ^^ 

The  plan  of  the  reorganization  of  the  National  Red  Cross 
Society  is  of  special  interest  tv  nurses  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  a  committee  was  appointed  at  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Associated  Alumna  to  arrange,  if  possible,  for  some  form 
of  affiliation  with  the  Red  Cross,  so  that  the  great  nursing 
body  of  the  country  might  have  a  recognized  place  in  the 
Red  Cross  work.  At  the  first  annual  meeting,  held  under 
the  new  charter,  William  H.  Taft,  Secretary  of  War,  was 
elected  president.  The  Executive  Committee  includes 
Surgeon  (Junoral  Wyraan  and  Miss  Mabel  T.  Boardman. 

It  is  planned  to  have  a  conuiiittee  of  twelve  in  each  State 
to  work  for  the  upbuilding  of  the  Red  Cross  and  make  it 
more  national  in  chnracter  and  it  would  seem  a  very  natural 
conclusion  to  reach  that  nurses,  who  will  be  depended  upon 
to  do  the  hard,  practical  work  in  caring  for  the  sick  and 
wounded  in  time  uf  national  calamity^  should  .  .  .  have 
representation  on  these  committees,  I 

In  iliss  Boardman  the  nurses  were  to  come  into  close  work- 
ing relations  with  a  strong  and  judicious  friend,  a  woman  whoso 
abundant  common  sense  and  keen  perception  were  of  the  great- 
est support  and  value  in  building  up  a  Red  Cross  J^ursing 
Service. 

Mabel  Thorp  Boardman  was  bom  in  Cleveland,  Ohio.  Her 
family  later  moved  to  Washington  and  made  it  a  permanent 
home.  In  1900  when  the  American  Red  Cross  was  incorporated 
by^  Act  of  Congress,  several  persons  who  had  worktnl  in  the  Red 
Cross  during  the  Spanish-American  War  asked  Frederick  11. 
Gillett,  wlio  was  in  charge  of  the  bill,  to  insert  Miss  Boardman'a 
name  as  one  of  the  incorporators.  She  was  active  in  the  reor- 
ganization in  1905.  In  those  early  days  there  was  but  one  paid 
employee, — the  secretary^  and  Miss  Boardman  freely  devoted 
her  time  and  resources  to  the  work  at  Imme  and  abroad.  She 
traveled  over  this  country  organizing  Red  Cross  Chapters  and 
went  througli  Europe  and  to  Japan  studying  Red  Cross  organ- 
ization.   In  1007  she  was  a  delegate  to  the  Eighth  International 


I 
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Conference  in  London  and  in  1912  to  the  Ninth  held  in  Wash- 
ington. 

At  a  very  early  moment  Misa  Boardman  realized  that  a  nurs- 
ing service  should  be  one  of  the  moat  important  departments  of 
the  Red  Cross.  She  made  it  a  point  to  become  acquainted  with 
beads  of  training  schools  and  assure  them  of  her  conviction  that 
BOnefi  themselves  must  take  charge  of  the  nursing  department 
M  they  best  understood  nursing  problems,  duties  and  qualifica- 
tio&ft.  With  this  object  she  made  a  visit  to  the  Johns  Hopkins 
Hoopital  and  met  Misa  Nutting  and  Dr.  Hurd.  In  April,  1906, 
the  spoke  before  the  American  Society  of  Superintendents  of 
Training  Schools  on  "The  Red  Cross  Nurse"  and  in  October, 
1907,  wrote  in  the  Red  Cross  Btdletin: 

There  is  no  doubt  that  this  important  department  of  the 
Bed  Cross  work  will  greatly  develop  as  the  nurses  themselves 
take  the  matter  in  hand  and  assist  in  this  development. 

After  ita  reincorporation  by  Congress,  the  American  Red 
rroes  issued  the  following  circular.  It  was  reprinted  in  the 
Amrrican  Journal  of  Nursing  in  July,  1905.  In  this  circular 
tbr  Red  Cross  Central  Committee  outlined  its  own  plan  of  or- 
ganization and  ideas  as  to  the  recruiting  of  nurses  as  follows: 

Aim  axd  Purpose  of  American  National  Bed  Choss 

The  International  Conference  which  met  at  Geneva, 
Switzerland,  August  22,  18G4,  agreed  upon  n  treaty  for  the 
purpose  of  mitigating  the  evils  inseparable  from  war.  Tliis 
treaty  has  been  ratified  by  forty-four  nations,  including  the 
United  Stales.  The  conference  recommended  '''that  there 
Bball  exist  in  every  country  a  committee  whose  mission  shall 
consist  in  cooijcniting  in  times  of  war  with  the  hospital 
•enice  of  the  armies  by  all  means  in  its  power."  It  also 
recommended  the  adoption  and  use  of  a  distinctive  flag  and 
■mi  bad^'p.  .  .  . 

The  charter  granted  by  Congress  in  January,  1905,  to  the 
American  National  Ked  Cross  de<'lared  the  purpose  of  the 
corjKiratiou  to  be:  "To  furnirih  volunteer  aid  to  the  eick  and 
wounded  of  armies  in  time  of  war,  in  accordance  with  the 
spirit  and  conditions  of  the  Geneva  Convention.  .  .  ." 

"To  rtmtinue  and  carry  on  a  system  of  national  and  inter- 
national relief  in  time  of  peace,  and  apply  the  same  in 
raitigflting  the  sufferings  caused  by  pestilence,  famine,  fire, 
AochIj*  and  other  great  national  calamities." 
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Congrefcs  coneidered  the  importauce  of  the  work  so  great 
that  the  charter  granted  in  11*05  provided  for  Governmental 
supervision. 

The  charter  conferred  on  the  Board  of  Incorporators  and 
the  Central  Committee  the  power  necessary  to  carry  into 
effect  the  above  provisions. 

In  pursuance  of  this  authority  the  Central  Committee  pro- 
poses to  organize  in  every  Stale  and  Territory  of  the  United 
States,  branch  societies,  to  eiuihle  every  person  who  desires 
to  do  so  to  become  a  member  of  the  society  and  to  awaken  in 
this  country  the  same  interest  in  the  objects  of  the  organ- 
ization that  is  so  markedly  manifested  in  every  other  nation 
having  a  National  Red  Cross  Society. 

The  necessity  of  being  prepared  for  emergencies  has  been 
too  often  demonstrated  to  require  argument.  The  object  of 
the  Central  (.*ommittee  in  to  have  in  each  State  and  Territory 
a  branch  society  tliat  will  he  ready  to  act  at  once  in  time  of 
war  or  dittaster,  and  so  strong  in  its  persoauel  that  it  will 
command  universal  confidence. 
I'  i^l  •  Each  branch  will  act  as  a  unit  in  the  organization  and  take 
charge  iu  case  of  any  great  calamity  ii\  its  State,  Ita  Execu- 
tive Committee  or  a  Rpecial  committee  will  enroll  doctors  and 
nurses  for  Red  Cross  service  in  time  of  war  or  great  disaster 
in  the  State  or  its  immediate  vicinity.  Reports  as  to  the 
number  of  doctors  and  nurKes  enrolled  by  each  branch  will 
be  made  annually  through  the  Central  Committee  to  the 
Army  Aledicnl  Department.  ,  .  . 

The  secretarj'  of  each  branch  will  keep  informed  as  to  the 
numbo*,  names  and  addresses  of  the  doctors  and  nurses  en- 
rolled for  active  service.  This  service  may  be  given  either 
without  compensation  or  for  the  same  salaries  as  those  paid 
by  the  War  Department, — namely,  one  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars  for  medical  ot^icers  and  for  nurses,  forty  dollars  a 
month  for  service  in  the  Ignited  States  and  fifty  dollars  a 
month  for  service  outside  of  the  United  States.  The  secre- 
tary will  also  keep  informed  as  to  where  hospital  and  relief 
supplies  can  be  obtained  at  shortest  notice.* 

••il;  oJ 

At  the  time  the  circular  was  issued,  plans  for  organization  hj 
states  wer^  already  well  under  way.  The  District  of  Columbia 
had  the  first  branch.  New  York  perhaps  made  the  best  showing 
of  the  States,  althougii  California  was  also  strong.  Miss 
Delano  \ms  Secretary  of  Enrollment  for  New  York  State  and 
Miss  Palmer,  of  Rochester,  editor  of  the  American  Journal  of 

'In  the  Red  Cross  Archives. 
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r.  n-acLrd  luirsca  at  large ;  Miss  Maxwell,  eminent  in  the 
tifld,  and  Miss  Wuld,  head  of  the  isurses  (now  Uenry 
Siretft)  Si*ltlouii*nt,  who  h;d  in  social  nioveineiits  and  altruistic 
work  growingr  out  of  the  visiting  nurac  senice,  all  hent  their 
best  exiergii*8  to  stiuiulute  inti^n^st,  uiemlKfrnhip  and  enrollments. 
Mrs.  W.  K.  Draper  received  tlie  appliratious  for  Now  York 
nmulMTship  uml  Miss  Delano  sent  out  an  urgi*ut  appeal  for 
PTcry  nurso  in  the  State  to  join  and  enroll.  Two  other  nurses, 
Beatrice  Von  H(»mrigh  SteviMison  aiid  Mnrv  A.  Gladwin,  hoth 
of  whom  wc  met  first  on  the  Lampasajt  expedition,  were  espe- 
etally  nnlirin;^  in  their  efforts  to  giiin  new  menilx^rs. 

By  bceomiiig  paying  memlw^ra  at  a  moderate  fee,  nurses  as 
well  as  others  would  have  had  a  vote  in  the  management  of 
Red  Cross  State  w)eieties  and  it  was  then  thonn:ht  that  in  this 
wmy  nurses  could  help  to  direct  the  details  of  nurse  enrollment 
and  their  service  in  war  or  other  calamity.  The  mere  enrcill- 
mmt  for  such  service  was  a  different  thing;  it  alone  would  not 
ttmfcT  a  voice  in  management;  membership  must  also  bo  held. 
But  nurse's  did  not  come  forward  for  membership  or  enroll- 
ment. Aa  states  organized  and  fell  in  line,  state  nurses*  com- 
BUtteeB  were,  therefore,  farmed  to  promote  enrollments  and 
•elect  women  of  the  necessary  qualifications  from  among  those 
wl»  applied.  It  became  evident  that  nurses  would  follow  none 
but  their  own  leaders  and  so  it  was  hoped  that  wnuuittees  of 
nurses  in  the  various  states  could  bring  the  rank  and  file  into 
the  enn^llmeut  lists. 

The  Anurican  Journal  of  Nursing  lost  no  opportunity  of 
^viug  publicity  to  Ked  Cross  events  and  information  to  its 
raadprs. 

In  February,  1006,  it  explained  editorially  the  reorganiza- 
tion of  the  lied  Cross  and  the  features  of  the  new  charter.  It 
slated  the  restrictions  on  the  use  of  the  brassard  and  the 

ililem,  whitih  had  been  indiscriminately  and  improperly  U8t»d, 

The  arm  piece  or  "lirasf'ftrd ,'*  coneisting  of  a  white  band 
with  a  Red  Cros«.  may  only  be  worn  when  on  duty  under  the 
officers  of  the  Ked  Cross,  No  nurse  has  the  right  to  wear  it 
on  any  other  occasion,  nor  has  any  other  body  the  right  to 
give  it  to  her.  There  are  souie  Hurgicnl  firms  and  Firet  Aid 
corporations  wbich  have  in  former  years  legally  secured  the 
navof  the  red  cross  as  a  badge  (for  inntance  Johnson  &  John- 
•on)  and  from  these  it  cannot  be  taken  away;  but  no  one  in 
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future  rnii  ever  obtain  this  privilege.  The  lawB  of  all  coun- 
tries rigidly  protect  the  use  of  the  Red  Cross  as  an  emblem 
reserved  to  the  national  societies  and  their  workers  on  the 
buttle  field,  or  in  the  camp  or  hospital  in  time  of  disaster. 

Miss  Boardman,  too,  was  untiring  in  her  efforts  to  make  plain 
the  purposes  and  plans  of  the  lied  Cross.  lu  her  travels  over 
the  country  she  spoke  before  many  gatherings  of  nurses.  She 
dwelt  npon  the  importance  of  the  nurse^s  place  in  the  recon- 
structed Red  Cross,  emphasized  the  high  standards  that  would 
be  required  and  told  her  hearers  that  it  was  agreed  by  the 
Government  that,  in  case  of  war,  the  Red  Cross  nurses  wonld 
be  the  Army  Reser^•e. 

At  these  meetings  she  explained  the  two  forms  of  agreement 
then  existing,  one  for  paid,  the  other  for  volunteer  service.  The 
latter  did  not  signify  amateur  service,  but  presumed  that  fully 
trained  women  might  sometimes  bo  in  a  position  to  give  their 
aid  without  compensation. 

VOLUKTEEE  NURSE 

I  hereby  agree  to  hold  myself  in  readiness  and  to  enter  the 
service  of  the  Ameriian  National  Red  Cross  when  and  where 
my  services  may  be  required  at!  a  nurse,  without  compensa- 
tion except  transportation  and  subsistence. 

Paid  Xitese 

I  hereby  agree  to  hold  myself  in  readiness  and  to  enter 
tlie  service  of  the  American  National  Red  Cross  when  and 
where  my  services  may  be  required  as  a  nurse,  with  eom- 
I>enfiation  at  the  rate  of  forty  dollars  per  month  when  on 
duty  in  the  I'nited  States,  and  fifty  dollars  per  month  when 
witfjout  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  in  addition  to  trans- 
portation and  subsistence. 

She  also  set  forth  the  rules  that  had  been  agreed  upon  for 
the  enivdlment  of  paid  and  unpaid  nurses.  As  there  was,  then, 
no  nursing  eonunittet^  at  the  Washington  headquarters,  these 
rules  had  been  framed  by  her  in  consultation  with  the  New 
York  State  and  District  of  Columbia  members. 

1.  All  nurses  enrolled  for  service  under  the  American 
National  Red  Cross  shall  be  required  to  show  a  certificate  of 
registration    when    eoroUed   in   states   or   territories   where 
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registration  is  required  by  law.  Ntirees  enrolled  In  states  or 
territories  where  rcgistrntion  is  not  required  by  law  sluill 
show  a  certificate  or  diploma  of  praduntion  from  a  reco/;:nized 
training  school  for  nurses  requiring  a  course  of  not  less  than 
two  years. 

2.  No  nurse  under  twenty-five  years  of  age  fihall  be  en- 
rolled for  active  gervice. 

3.  All  applicants  shall  be  required  to  give  a  physician's 
certificate  of  gound  health  and  unimpaired  faculties,  which 
certificate  shall  be  renewed  every  two  years. 

4.  The  moral  character,  professional  standing  and  suita- 
bility of  applicants  for  enrollment  as  nurses  shall  be  de- 
termined in  such  manner  as  the  branch  society  may  prescribe.* 

At  that  time  New  York  State  bad  one  of  the  first  and  best 
inr«o  registration  acts  and  the  Red  Cross  State  Committee  had 
lid  down  thcee  additional  stipulations: 

1.  All  nurses  enrolled  in  the  State  of  New  York  for  Red 
Cross  service  shall  be  required  to  show  a  certificate  of  regis- 
tration with  the  Regents  of  the  University  of  the  State  of 
New  York. 

2.  All  applications  must  have  three  signatures,  vouching 
for  their  moral  character,  professional  standing  and  suita- 
bility to  this  special  work — two  from  nurses  of  good  stand- 
ing and  the  third  from  the  president  of  the  Eubdivision. 

9*   ■  •   • 

4.  All  applicants  must  appear  before  a  member  of  the 
Nurses'  Committee  for  examination,  and  must  present  to 
the  committee  with  their  other  papers,  the  endorsement  of 
their  applications  by  that  member  of  the  committee. 

6.  .  .  . 

District  of  Columbia   Branch  was  the  first  to  arrange 
lecttircs  designed  to  attract  nurses  to  the  Red  Cross 
and  also  to  enlarge  their  information.     The  Red  Cross 
tuUsiinr,  April,  1907,  has  the  following  record  of  this  effort; 

The  District  of  Columbia  Branch  is  preparing  to  give  to 
its  enrolled  nurses  a  special  course  of  lectures  with  practical 
demonstration  of  field  hospital  work  uuder  the  auspices  of 
the  Me<]ical  Department  of  the  Army.  These  lectures  will 
be  given  at  the  Washington  Barracks. 


Article 
VoL 


bf   Vi«B   Boardman,  Amerioan  Jourru/i  of  Kurginif,  August, 
VI,  p.  810. 
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A  syllabus  of  tbc  lectures  follows: 

L  General  outline  of  the  or^^nizntion  of  the  Army  iu  time 
of  war  aiul  of  its  nie<lical  and  sanitary  service.  IF.  The  regi- 
mental hospital.  Tlie  ambulance  section.  The  tield  hospi- 
tal. The  base  hospital.  Other  hospitals  and  stations.  III. 
Medical  and  sanitary  service  of  camps  and  on  the  march. 
IV.  Service  in  battle  at  the  front.  V.  Service  in  battle  at 
the  rear. 

One  afternoon  will  be  devoted  to  the  practical  demonstra- 
tion of  the  field  hospital.  This  will  he  done  at  the  conclusion 
of  the  eoursi:  as  deUiiled  above.  An  opportunity  will  then 
be  given  to  examine  the  equipment  and  working  plan  of  the 
organization. 

One  of  the  siibjects  brought  forward  and  exciting  warm  dis- 
cussion in  the  early  formative  period^  before  the  final  utliliation 
of  the  Red  Cross  with  the  nurses'  association  had  taken  place, 
was  that  of  the  desirability  of  giving  elementary  instruction  in 
nursing  to  women  of  the  home  under  the  lied  Cross  auspices. 
The  District  of  Columbia  Chapter  had  pioneered  in  holding 
classes  of  this  kind  and  Beatrice  Stevenson,  attracted  by  their 
e.xample,  initiated  similar  work  in  Brooklyn  (1908)  in  a  set  of 
talks  on  Hygiene,  Sanitation  and  the  Emergency  Care  of  tiio 
Injured. 

This  new  departure  elirit/^d,  at  first,  considerable  opposition 
among  nurses,  who  feared  that  the  Anierican  l^^d  Cross  might 
perhaps  follow  the  example  of  European  societies  iu  promoting 
a  superficially  trained  voluuteer  nurse  corps,  which  would  in 
the  event  of  war  or  other  disaster,  cause  confusion  and  difficulty, 
A  meeting  of  the  Now  York  County  Nursps'  Association  was 
held  in  the  Bcllcvue  Nurses'  Club,  in  April,  190S,  where  the 
allied  questions  of  nurses'  enrollment  in  the  Red  Cross  and  the 
evolution  of  teaching  under  its  banner  were  warmly  discussed. 
It  now  swms  obvious  that  the  very  concern  felt  over  such  pos- 
sible development,  brought  homo  to  nurses  a  sense  of  their  own 
duty  to  the  lied  Cross.  The  two  questions  were  introduced 
together  by  Miss  Pindell,  who  stated  that  the  Alumuas  of  the 
New  York  City  Training  School  for  Nurses  had  sent  a  com- 
munication to  the  Nurses'  Committee  of  the  New  York  State 
Red  Cross  branch,  asking  for  recopi»ition  as  an  association 
desirous  of  affiliation  with  the  Red  (^ross  Nurse  Corps.  Miss 
Pindell  read  tlie  answer  rec«ived,  also  the  ndes  of  the  com- 
mitteo  in  regard  to  tbe  enrollment  of  nurses.    The  syllabus  of 
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tlie  oooTse  of  lectures  on  Home  Care  which  had 
Wufaingtoii  iiuder  the  auspices  of  the  lied  Crosa,  was  aiao  reaa 
tad  Miss  Damrr  was  asked  to  open  the  discussion.  A  BcUevue 
woman  (18S5)  and  a  Canadian,  she  hud  long  held  responsible 
positions  in  nursing  associations.  She  had  been  one  of  the  chief 
builders  of  the  Associated  Alumnae  and  State  nurses'  societies. 
She  now  said,  with  the  strong  common  sense  which  was  her 
feftdiug  characteristic,  that  she  felt  that  the  nursing  profession 
kttd  not  been  doing  its  duty  by  the  Red  Cross,  for  as  the  latter 
Imi  shown  its  readiness  to  conform  to  the  nurses'  standards, 
the  nurses  should  either  have  enrolled  in  force  or  stated  why 
they  were  not  willing  to  do  so.  If  they  took  no  action  in  the 
flutter  they  must  expect  that  the  lied  Cross  would  take  other 
■teps  to  provide  nurses  for  its  work. 

Miss  Gladwin  and  Mrs.  Stevenson,  who  knew  that  the  pur- 
pOMB  iixid  plans  of  the  Ked  Cross  were  not  directed  toward  the 
creation  of  a  short  term  nursing  corps,  spoke  in  defense  of  the 
Home  Nursing  teaching  and  wliat  they  said  has  been  amply 
jostiBed  by  time  and  by  the  ultimate  (*oiiperatiou  of  nurses  as 
«  body  in  guiding  the  direction  of  classes  for  women  of  the 
Ikome. 

Mrs.  Stevenson  spoke  of  the  new  policy  in  the  Red  Cross,  of 
guarding  health,  and  mentioned  the  international  resolution  of 
London  (1907)  to  the  effect  that  Red  Cross  societies  might  take 
a  share  in  the  warfare  against  tuberculosis.  °  She  quoted  Major 
Lynches  address  at  the  annual  meeting  (1007)  of  the  New 
York  State  Ued  Cross  Branch,  in  which  he  had  said  that,  in 
order  to  get  members  and  to  keep  up  their  interest  in  the  Red 
Crow,  oppf)rtunitie8  should  be  seized  to  show  individuals  that 
tEey  had  a  part  to  play  in  Red  Cross  work  and  that  universal 
inatruction  of  people  in  the  laws  governing  sanitation  would 
wezn  to  be  a  peculiarly  appropriate  field  of  work  for  nurses. 

ifise  Gladwin  spoke  to  the  same  efFect."  An  article  written 
lat^r  by  Mrs.  Stevenson  said  in 


part 


It  haa  been  said  that  social  efficiency   depends  upon  a 

of  social  res[>onsihility.  ...  It  was  this  spirit  of  soeial 

rwpoosibility  which  prompted  the  Red  Cross  to  undertake 

a  campaign  of  health  education  with  reference  to  the  pre- 

*T%c  JkmtrlcMU  Red  Crose  opened  its  flret  Day  Campe  for  Tuberculosis 
li  Jane,  l^OS-  Many  others  followed  and  brought  nurses  into  contact 
mUit  Ike  Ktd  Cross. 

*Sbe  Atrntneon  Journal  of  Nuravng,  May,  1008.  p.  603. 
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vention  of  disease  and  amdentR,  and  the  highest  degree  of 
social  efficiency  of  both  societieg,  the  Nurses'  Associated 
Alumnffi  and  the  Red  Cross,  can  best  be  reached  by  the  affilia-! 
tioD  of  the  nurses  with  the  Ked  Cross  and  the  hearty  co- 
operation of  both  in  the  furtherance  of  this  public  health, 
work. 

The  registered  nurses  have  heen  asked  to  cooperate  witlx< 
the  Red  Cross  in  this  work  by  delivering  these  addresses. 
Two  reasonable  objections  have  been  offered^  one,  that  thfr' 
majority  of  nurses  know  nothing?  about  teaching  and  are  not 
accustomed  to  speaking  in  public;  the  other,  that  as  time 
means  money  to  the  majority  of  uurses.  it  will  be  impossible 
to  do  any  effective  work  unless  the  Red  Cross  can  have  salaried 
teachers.  It  is  probable  that  for  some  of  this  work  the  Red 
Cross  will  arrange  a  definite  course  of  instruction  M'ith  salaried 
teachers,  but  in  a  movement  which  it  is  hoped  will  become 
as  wide-spread  and  far  reacJiiug  as  this,  some  of  the  pioneer 
work  must  be  voluntary.^ 

After  the  first  doubts  of  the  nurses  were  allayed,  it  is  certain 
that  to  most  of  them  the  prospect  of  peace  activities  under  the 
Red  Cross  was  more  attractive  than  war  work.  Those  especially 
who  were  absorbed  in  teaching  and  training  for  lives  of  con- 
structive usefulness  btK'ume  greatly  interested  in  the  class-work 
plans.  For  some  years  this  interest  ran  parallel  with  "affilia- 
tion" and  will  be  show^n  brieily  in  that  way  diiriu^  the  early 
stages  of  growUi,  while  the  details  will  be  presented  fully  in  the 
section  on  class  work  and  teaching. 

The  calls  made  upon  the  reorganized  Red  Cross  in  its  early 
years,  by  the  calamities  of  the  Japanese  famine  and  the  Saa 
Francisco  earthquake  and  fire,  gave  the  nation  striking  lessons 
which  it  W(i8  not  slow  to  learn,  but  the  nursing  reserve  was  then 
not  well  enough  organized  to  make  a  record  and  individual 
nurses  came  forward  as  volunteers  in  San  Francisco  in  response 
to  telegrams  from  headquarters.  The  American  Journal  of 
Nursing  pressed  home  the  lesson  by  saying: 

We  urge  upon  all  nurses  enrollment  in  the  Red  Cross 
Society,  as  working  members  if  possible,  as  contributing 
members  without  fail.  This  is  one  of  the  obligations  of 
citizennhip  or  residencre  in  this  prosperous  country. 
Will  the  nurses  of  this  country  learn  a  lesson  from  thia' 
greatest  national  calamity? 

*8««  American  Joumnl  of  yuraing,  Juno,  1008,  p.  701. 
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Imprciseed  by  these  events,  the  Red  Cross  nnd  its  nurse  mem- 
bcni  redoubled  their  efforts  to  build  up  enrollment  and  member- 
ship,  but   weak  spots  presently  appeared   in   the  professional 
[uiremeuU  of  state  units.      The  standard  of  the   Regents' 
Linatiou  set  by  New  York  was  not  aeceptnblc  to  others. 
'ennsylrania,  for  instance,  desired  to  make  exceptions,  as  in 
following  clause : 

Nurses  who  have  graduated  in  less  than  a  two  years* 
course  must  have  served  at  least  tlireo  years  at  nursing  after 
graduation  and  be  recommended  by  two  doctors  as  to  efficiency 
as  nurses. 


To  this  ambiguous  proposal   Afiss  Boardman  n^plied  with 
•at  clearness  and  decision.     All  questions  of  this  kind  then 
to  her  for  final  answers  and  it  is  fortunate  for  the  Ked 
Nursing  Service  that  her  administration  was  so  able  and 
Sbe  wrote  (July,  1008) : 

The  rule  that  all  of  the  American  Red  Cross  nurses  must 
be  graduates  of  recognized  training  schools  with  at  least  two 
years'  training  in  the  course  is  of  Hrst  importance  and  a  rulo 
that  cannot  he  omitted.  The  Army  makes  this  one  of  its 
regulations  and  we  cannot  be  le^  particular,  not  only  on  this 
ftccount  but  for  mantj  other  reasons.    At  the  time  of  the  lato 

war.  tiie  state  branch  of  the  Hcd  CrosH  sent  out  a 

Domber  of  nurses  to  the  Philippines  whose  characters  were 
of  nch  a  nature  as  to  force  the  United  State-s  to  require  their 
ncalL  •  .  .  Later  when  Mrs.  Wliitelaw  Reid  had  charge  of 
■Bcii  matten  for  the  Xew  York  Red  Ctoss  the  nurses  were 
■riacied  for  their  character  and  ability  and  as  a  result  most 
cxc«ll€ut  women  went.  We  can  run  no  risk  of  repeating 
the  .  .  .  experi^ice  by  taking  in  as  Red  Cross  nurses  women 
whoee  character,  training  and  ability  have  been  guaranteed 
bj  DO  one.  I  would  rather  have  no  nurses  at  all  than  run 
ftoy  each  risk.  .  .  .  Quality  mui^t  come  first,  quantity  sec- 
ooiL  .  .  .  Certain  regulations  must  be  observed;  if  they  are 
aot  willing  to  observe  them  in  Philadelphia  we  will  get  our 
omRi  irmn  elsewhere.  According  to  these  rules  any  nurse 
vbo  had  recesved  one  of  those  six  weeks'  training  coursea  and 
opold  get  two  pkjiicians  to  testify  to  her  efficiency,  after  she 
iBid  been  pncOciu  for  three  years  could  become  a  Bed  Crosa 
nunm^  Am  a  remH  we  would  promptly  loae  our  best  nunea 
ovnelTes  with  a  second  rate  and  poor  lot  of 
Sot  only  is  the  two  years  of  studj  and  training 
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oecewary  to  make  a  good  norse,  but  tbe  discipline  that  these 
scbooiA  provide  i&  of  great  vaiue.  We  pay  far  too  little  at- 
tention to  this. 

To  the  officora  of  the  Pennsylvania  Branch,  all  of  whom  were 
men,  who  wrote  asking: 

WIio  appoints  the  Committee  on  Nurses,  and  could  the 
committee  comdat  of  the  president  and  secretary  of  any 
State  branch? 

Mlaa  Boardman  replied: 

A  Committee  on  Enrollment  might  be  appointed  by  the 
chaimiau  ot  the  Executive  Committee  or  the  pre-sident  of  a 
Branch.  .  .  .  There  Is  no  reason  why  the  president  and 
Re<.Tptary  of  a  Branch  should  not  Ix?  member*  of  tiie  t-om- 
mittee  for  the  enrolhnent  of  nurses.  It  would  seem  advisable, 
however,  to  have  as  a  third  member  of  such  committee  the 
superintendent  of  Bomc  training  school  of  unquestionable 
standing. 

The  above  material  selected  from  among  other  examples  illua- 
tratca  tho  firm,  intelligent  8uppf>rt  given  by  Miss  Boardman  to 
the  ideals  of  good  nursing  and  shows  her  part  in  maiutaiuiug 
fitundards  in  the  Rod  Cross  Nursing  Service.  Such  examples 
recur  from  time  to  time,  but  this  one  will  suffice  to  make  the 
point 

An  excellent  plan  now  devised  for  the  Nursing  Service  of  the 
Bed  Cross  State  Branthes  was  one  whereby  the  8up*?rintendentd 
of  training  schools  might  be  secured,  if  necessary,  to  take  com- 
mand in  time  of  need,  such  as  war.  The  American  Journal  of 
Nursing,  December,  1000,  said  of  this; 

A  meeting  of  the  New  York  Committee  for  the  enrollment 
of  DurwH  for  Bed  Cross  service  was  held  at  the  house  of 
Mrs.  William  K.  Draper,  on  October  ID,  lUOS.  It  was  de- 
cided to  enroll  two  clansee  of  nurtrCH  for  Red  Cross  service; 
the  regular  private  nurses  for  field  wtirk  and  hospital  nurses 
for  adminii^trative  work,  the  conditions  of  salary,  health 
certificates,  etc.,  being  identical  for  the  two.  This  will  make 
it  possible  for  many  of  the  older  women  holding  jwMtions 
at  the  head  of  hospitals  or  training  whools,  to  enroll  for  Bed 
Crosi*  fluty  ainl  will  insure  to  the  Bed  (Voss  the  nervices  of 
trained  executive  heads  if,  in  emergencies,  temporary  hos- 
pitals have  to  hi'  nitablishrd.  By  this  provision  also,  there 
would  be  no  age  limit,  as  many  of  our  most  valuable  workers, 
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who  would  not  feoi  physically  able  to  give  field  service  in 
emergeijcie-s,  will  enroll  with  the  prospect  of  being  able  to 
derre  the  country  as  supervising  uurses. 

Tbe  New  York  Red  Cross  oominittce  decided  in  1907  to 
etm>]I  dietitians  for  hospital  service  and  Miss  Corbett,  dietitian 
of  tbt>  Department  of  Churitios  in  New  York  City,  was  placed 
the  nurses'  committee  to  draw  up  proper  rules  for  suck 
llmenta. 

In  iy07  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  American  National 
Red  (^rciss  issued  resolutions  explaining  the  protectiou  of  the 
Lmblezu  by  international  treaty  and  requesting  that  all  hospi- 
Uk  and  eommercial  firms  give  up  its  hitherto  widely  exploited 
OK.    The  latter  resolution  follows: 

Be  it  Resolved :  That  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
American  National  Red  Cross  request  that  alt  hospitals, 
he«Jth  departments  and  like  institutions  kindly  desist  from 
the  use  of  the  Red  Cross  created  for  the  special  purpose 
mentioned  above,  and  suggests  that  for  it  should  be  sub- 
itittited  some  other  insignia,  such  as  a  green  St.  Andrew's 
cro0e  on  a  white  ground,  to  he  named  "Hospital  Cross''  and 
used  to  designate  all  hospitals  (save  such  as  are  under  the 
Medical  Department  of  the  Army  and  Navy  and  the  author- 
ized volunteer  aid  society  of  the  Goveniment),  all  health 
departments  and  like  institutions,  and  further, 

Be  it  Resolved :  That  the  PLxeeutive  Committee  of  the 
American  National  Red  Cross  likewise  request  that  all  in- 
dividuals or  business  lirms  and  corporations  who  employ  the 
Geneva  Red  Cross  for  business  purposes,  kindly  desist  from 
«ich  use,  gradually  withdrawing  its  employment  and  substi- 
iDting  some  other  distinguishing  mark.' 

TbiA  rwjueat  was  generally  heeded ;  thus  Robert  W.  Heblxjrd, 
thm  Commissioner  of  Public  Charities  in  New  York  City, 
lolvtitiited  for  the  Ptcd  Cross  on  the  sleeve  of  the  white  uni- 
fofiDA  in  the  city  hospitals,  the  staff  and  serpent  of  Aesculapius. 

In  that  year  (1907)  occurred  the  first  instance  of  a  County 
iJlnrses'  Society  joining  a  Red  Cross  State  Branch  as  a  body,  in 
tbe  ftifiiiation  of  the  San  Francisco  County  Nurses  Association 
nitL  the  California  State  Red  Cross.  Another  and  different 
ttrly  grouping  waa  shown  in  the  nHiliation  of  the  District  Nure^^ 
i&f;  AfiBociatiou  of  Troy,  New  York,  with  the  Red  Cross. 

In  tlie  uutumn  of  1907,  the  American  Journal  of  Nursing 

'Minutes  of  Ootral  Executive  CoTximlttec,  Vol.  T,  p.  102. 
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established  a  Red  Cross  Nursing  Department,  for  the  purpose 
of  spreading  knowledge  more  widely  among  nurses  and  stimu- 
lating their  interest  by  giving  reports  from  all  sections  of  the 
eountry.  It  was  at  first  edited  by  Miss  DcWitt,  editorial 
assistant  in  the  Journal  office.  With  tliis  department  a  system- 
atic and  complete  history  of  Red  Cross  nursing  growth  and 
activity  appeared  regularly  mouth  by  mouth.  lu  that  year 
also,  the  International  Kid  Cross  had  resolved  to  take  a  part  in 
the  crusade  against  tuberculosis  and  it  was  realized  that  this 
would  need  the  services  of  many  more  nurses.  But  with  all 
these  efforts^  it  became  clear  that  nurses  were  not  closely  enough 
approached  and  that  they  were  hanging  back.  Between  the 
Rod  Cross  Central  Committee  at  Washington,  the  State  so- 
cieties with  the  nursing  committees  and  \\\i'  individual  nurse, 
there  was  too  leugtii}'  a  line  of  communication.  Perhaps  lead- 
ing nurses  felt  this  even  more  definitely  than  did  the  Central 
Committee  of  the  Red  Cross.  They  were  aware  that  the  nurs- 
ing service  was  too  loosely  knit  together  to  hold  well  in  a  dire 
emergency.  They  then  made  the  suggestion  that  instead  of 
State  nursing  committees  within  Red  Cross  State  societies, 
the  State  Associations  of  Nurses,  by  that  time  strongly  devel- 
oped throughout  the  comitry,  should  themselves  be  the  bodies 
responsible  for  enrollment  and  should  cooperate  in  this  work 
with  State  Red  Cross  societies.  Several  states  had  actually 
brought  such  an  arrangement  into  being.  Miss  Dauier,  presi- 
dent of  the  Associated  Alumna?,  pointed  this  out  in  her  address 
at  the  Tenth  Annual  Convention  in  1007.    She  said; 

Another  matter  in  which  we  have  made  the  discovery  of 
the  need  of  cooperation  is  the  Red  Cross  work.  .  .  .  The 
Red  Cross  calls  upon  us  nurses  in  itM  work  in  many  ways.  .  .  . 
It  has  been  suggested  that  we  ask  the  fttate  (nursing)  associa- 
tions to  cooperate  in  this  matter,  to  form  auxiliary  societies 
among  their  members  or  have  committees  appointed  who  will 
enroll  nurses  for  the  Red  CrosH  work.  Ohio  is  very  well 
organized  in  that  respect,  and  California  has  recently  started 
au  auxiliary. 

In  1908  came  the  first  severe  test  of  the  efficiency  of  the 
Red  Cross  Nursing  Reserve,  with  the  calls  for  help  from  inun- 
dated sections  of  ^lississippi,  following  the  toniado  and  floods 
that  occurred  in  April  of  that  year.  By  dint  of  great  eflfort, 
the  need  was  met,  but  the  macbiners'  creaked,  as  explained  with 
candor  by  the  American  Journal  of  Nursing  ( Juue,  1908). 
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After  reciting  the  incideuts  of  mustering  the  required  nurs- 
ing roervea,  it  said  editorially: 

Judging  from  these  facts,  one  receives  the  impression  of 
pffompt  and  efficient  servirc,  but  knowing  the  inner  side  of 
the  •tory.  the  nursing  profession  is  given  some  cause  for 
wriouA  reflection.  .  .  , 

Tbe  question  before  us  is  how  to  bring  all  of  our  forces  so 
into  cooperation  with  tlie  Red  Cross  that  prompt  and  efficient 
•vice  may  always  be  at  the  command  of  that  society  with- 
it  unnecessary  delays. 

All  other  considerations  in  connection  with  the  Red  Cross 
are  secondary  to  this  one  of  etiicieut  enrollment.  It  should 
be  taken  up  by  every  local  organization  and  carried  into  our 
slate  and  national  conventions  until  the  problem  has  been 
«atis.factorily  threshed  out.  Otherwise  the  Red  Cross  will 
be  forced  to  train  its  own  workers. 

So  far  all  the  steps  taken  toward  providing  a  Hed  Cross 
Xursiug  Reserve  had  proved  to  bo  but  tentative  and  oppor- 
tnniatic  and  did  nut  satisfy  the  nurses  themselves. 

The  i^nuiue  afhliatiou  of  organized  nursing  bodies  with  the 
Bed  Cross  which  finally  took  shape,  began  with  the  work  of 
babel  ILirapton  Robb  in  1008-1909,  though  her  plan  did  not 
then  earrj'  in  its  original  form.  The  story  is  fully  told  in  Mrs. 
Bobb*s  words  at  the  second  convention  of  the  Federation  of 
J^QTvea.  This  body,  it  is  to  be  remembered,  was  composed  of 
tbp  two  eocieties,  the  Superintendents  and  tho  Associated 
Ahumuc  in  joint  meetings. 

At  the  Superintendent's  Convention  in  April,  1908,  Miss 
Xuttiugr  its  president,  had  asked  Mrs.  Robb  to  serve  as  chair- 
a  Red  Cross  Committee  and  to  enable  such  a  committee 
fcr  with  the  Central  Committee  of  the  Red  Cross  for  the 
of  tinding  out  whether  any  arrangements  could  bo 
whereby  a  settled  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service  might  be 
ibltftlied.  The  following  women  were  selected  to  serve  with 
Mr*.  Robb:  Miss  Damer  (representing  the  Alumnte),  Miss 
Xotting  (the  Federation),  Miss  Nevins  (the  Superintendents* 
uetv)  and  Miss  Maxwell,  who  had  had  great  experience  in 
Red  Cross  work  of  the  Spanish-American  War,  as  member 
Urge. 

On  JuDC  13,  1908,  Mrs.  Robb  wrote  to  Miss  Boardman  tell- 
iag  her  of  tbe  nnrses*  wishers  and  of  the  existence  of  the  com- 
iliae  Boardman  replied  on  July  20,  1908,  saying: 
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I  was  very  glad  to  receive  your  letter  and  am  delighted.  .  .  . 
Thin  ftpriug  there  were  created  three  Red  Cross  Departments 
on.  first,  War;  second,  Emcrgonry,  and  third.  International 
Relief.  A  Board  is  at  the  liead  of  each  Department  (jleneral 
O'Reilly,  Surgeon  General  of  the  Army  and  a  memher  of 
our  Central  Connnittet^,  is  tlie  chuirman  of  the  first  Board 
and  I  am  chairman  of  the  second.  At  the  time  of  our  annual 
meeting  in  December,  tlie  8th  and  9th,  there  will  be  meetings 
of  these  two  Boards  and  there  will  also  be  a  meeting  of  the 
Emergency  Board  in  Waphington  the  first  part  of  October 
and  probably  also  a  meeting  of  the  War  Board  about  the 
£ame  time. 

If  you  are  near  Washington  at  that  time  and  could  meet 
these  Boards  it  would  be  very  useful  as  they  are  the  Boards 
which  will  have  active  charge  of  those  relief  measures  in 
which  we  would  probably  need  tlie  nurses'  assistance, 

Mrs.  Robb  and  Miss  Maywell  went  to  Washington  in  October 
and  had  an  informal  conference  with  Miss  Boardman  and  Mr. 
Bickncll.  They  retairncd  to  New  York  and  met  the  other  com- 
mittee members,  no  definite  conclusion  being  arrived  at.  Mrs. 
Robb  next  summed  up  the  substance  of  their  conference  with 
the  Rod  Cross  officials  in  the  following  letter  to  Miss  Board- 
man: 

Cleveland,  October  15,  1908. 
My  dear  Miss  Boardmen: 

I  beg  to  submit  to  you  in  writing  the  substance  of  the 
conversation  Miss  Maxwell  and  myself  had  with  you  on 
October  4,  to  the  effect  that  the  Federation  of  Nurses,  which 
.  .  .  numbers  about  15,000  members,  appointed  a  s|HM:ial 
committee  to  confer  with  the  Central  Committee  of  the  Red 
Cross  to  find  out  if  it  might  be  possible  to  make  suitable 
arrangements  whereby  all  nursing  and  allied  work  required 
by  the  Red  Cross  Society  migiit  he  done  through  the  Federa- 
tion of  Nurses  under  proi)er  organization.  Unless  some  such 
organi/jition  is  effected  the  mojority  of  nurses  feel  that  ihe 
m<»st  eflicient  nursing  work  cannot  he  attained,  nor  the  proper 
selection  of  nurses  made,  and  that  in  consequence  all  mem- 
bers of  the  profession  are  subject  to  unnecessary  adverse 
criticism.  The  nurses  also  feel  that  suitable  recognition 
should  be  accorded  them  as  a  body  of  professional  women  and 
the  integrity  of  their  work  should  be  maint^iined.  To  those 
of  us  who  have  given  the  matter  careful  thought,  it  would 
seem  that  a  satisfactory*  agreement  to  both  the  Red  Cross 
and  the  Federation  of  Nurses  might  be  reached  through 
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ftffiliation,  whereby  a  nursing  department  carefully  planned 
in  every  detail  might  be  organized  that  would  cover  all 
branches  of  Hed  Cross  nursing,  including  that  of  the  Army 
and  Xavy.  This  would  not  necesparily  mean  that  women  for 
appointment  to  any  branch  of  the  Red  Cross  nursing  work 
must  be  a  member  of  some  nursing  organization,  but  that  she 
should  have  the  qualifioations  now  considered  essential  for  a 
nurse  in  good  and  regulor  t^tantiing.  If  the  Central  C'ora- 
mittce  of  the  Red  Cross  is  willing  to  consider  this  atflliatioa 
proposition,  then  it  will  be  necessary  to  hold  a  conference 
to  decide  upon  what  grounds  such  an  atliliatiou  can  be  best 
worked  out. 

Very  truly  yours, 

(signed)  Isabel  Hampton  Hobb. 

'!o  this  Miss  Boardman  replied: 

My  dear  Mrs.  Robb: 

Your  letter  of  the  15th  has  been  forwarded.  ...  I  feel 
confident  that  a  plan  satisfactory  to  all  can  be  worked  out. 
1  shall  be  at  my  office  in  Washington  on  Thursday  and  then 
will  go  into  the  matter  at  length.  I  want  you  on  the  War 
Relief  Board  and  as  a  meeting  of  the  Board  will  be  held  soon 
after  my  return  to  Wasliington,  your  appointment  will  tiien 
b**  arranged  for.  The  Red  Cross  president,  Mr.  Taft,  makes 
this  appointment 

Yours  sincerely, 

(signed)  Mabel  T.  Boabdman. 

week  later  Miss  Boardman  wrote  again  to  Mrs.  Kobb: 

There  has  not  yet  been  a  meeting  ol  the  War  Relief  Board, 
but  1  think  one  will  be  held  next  week  at  which  time  your 
letter  will  be  presented  to  the  Board  and  at  the  same  time 
your  appointment  as  a  member  of  that  Board  to  represent 
the  Trained  Xurse  part  of  the  Red  Cross  and  as  a  represen- 
tative of  the  Federation  of  Nurses,  will  be  made,  I  feel 
sore  tiiat  this  proposed  afTdiatiou  with  the  Federation  of 
Nnrses  can  be  brought  about  in  a  way  satisfactory  to  all. 

Please  let  me  know  when  you  expect  to  be  cast  so  that  a 
meeting  of  this  Board  can  be  held  during  that  time.  A 
meeting  of  this  Board  will  also  be  held  about  the  time  of  the 
r^aUr  annual  Re<l  Cross  meeting,  December  8.  At  the 
meeting  next  week  or  thereabouts,  I  will  read  your  letter  to 
me  of  October  15. 

In  order  that  Mrs.  Bobb  might  obtain  a  seat  on  the  War 
Rdirf  Board,   Miss  Boardman  generously  resigned  her  own, 
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thus  creating  a  vacancy  wliich  Mra.  Robb  was  appointed  to  fill, 
January,  1909. 

Having  conferred  with  her  committee,  Mrs.  Kobb  attended 
the  War  Relief  Hoard  meeting  in  Washington  (March  25)  and 
there  submitted  the  plan  of  affiliation  as  agreed  on  by  her  com 
mittee.  The  plan  was,  with  but  a  few  modifications,  the  same 
as  one  drawn  np  by  Mrs.  Robb  herself,  earlier  in  the  winter, 
which  had  been  informally  discussed  at  Red  Cross  Headquarters 
and  which  is  now  in  the  Red  Cross  archives.  This  historical 
detail  explains  dual  allusions  in  Red  Cross  official  material  to 
'^Mrs.  Robb's  Plan"  and  "Mrs.  RobVs  Committec^s  Plan." 
Both  were  essentially  the  fruit  of  Mrs.  Robb's  ideas.  The  plan 
presented  follows: 

To  the  Red  Cross  Board  of  Control  of  War  Relief:— 

The  committee  appointed  by  the  Fetlcration  of  Nurses  to 
devise  a  pku  whereby  the  Red  Crosa  might  enter  into  allil'ia- 
tion  with  the  Federation  of  Nurses  for  nursing  purposes,  begs 
to  suggefit  the  following  plan  for  your  consideration. 

Whereas  it  has  been  proven  that  volunteer  service  by  the 
individual  nurse  is  not  a  inuccess  owing  to  the  fact  that  it  is 
impossible  to  count  upon  her  services  in  emergency: — 

It  would  seem  advisable  to  form  a  regular  nursing  depart- 
ment of  the  Red  Cross.  That  a  permanent  Chief  Nurse  hav- 
ing the  requisite  training,  e^cperienec  and  organi;;ation  ability 
be  appointed  to  the  head  of  this  department.  That  the  de- 
partment be  subdivided  into  four  large  sections,  that  (»f  tlie 
North,  South,  East  and  West,  and  that  a  permanent  Head 
Nurse  be  placed  over  each  of  these.  That  the  Federation  of 
Nurses  be  asketl  to  affiliate  with  the  Red  Cross  for  the  pur- 
pose of  supplying  the  main  nursing  force.  This  force  to  be 
composed  of  its  members  specially  selected,  and  in  considera- 
tion of  this,  the  Federation  would  request  the  following 
privileges: 

That  its  nursing  force  be  drawn  upon  first  for  active 
service;  that  this  nursing  force  have  the  privilege  of  wear- 
ing the  Red  Cross  brassard  on  nursing  service  of  any  kind; 
that  an  executive  committee  from  among  its  members  Blmll 
be  appointed  by  the  Federation  Council  to  act  with  the  War 
Relief  Board  of  Control;  that  the  Federation  be  represented 
at  the  Reil  Cross  annual  meeting  by  one  or  more  delegates 
seletrted  from  the  Federation. 

The  source  of  supply  shall  l>e  drawn  from  the  ranks  of  the 
Federation,  fr<»m  other  qualified  nurses  not  memhers  of  the 
Federation,  from   Sisterhoods   and   from  so-called  "experi- 
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enced  nurses."  It  is  further  suggested  that  in  order  to  insure 
a  ready  supply  of  nurses  the  l^ederation  of  Nurses  be  asked 
to  fomi  a  central  directory  in  all  thn  large  cities  of  the 
Union  and  the  head  nurse  in  charge  of  these  directories  be 
put  on  the  permanent  staff  of  the  Red  Cross  Nursing  Depart- 
ment subject  in  emergencies  to  orders  "from  the  uatioaaf  head 
.Durfte.  ^ 

^utie^  of  the  Chief  Nurse: 

To  organize  the  nursing  force  in  detail  in  cooperation  with 
the  Executive  Committee  and  Board  of  Control  and  the  sec- 
tional head  nurses.  To  keep  corrected  lists  of  all  nurses  on 
the  sectional  registers.  To  visit  and  inspect  the  various 
sections  from  time  to  time.  To  arrange  for  special  courses 
in  emergency  training  throughout  the  country.  To  arrange 
for  Home  Nursing  courses  in  the  various  sections.  To  talk 
,npon  Red  Cross  nursing  matters  wherever  and  whenever 
le^sirahle.  To  study  Red  Cross  nursing  organizations  of 
other  countries  with  a  view  of  improving  that  in  America. 
The  Nursing  Department  of  the  Hnlhiin  to  be  edited  by  her. 
DutifM  of  the  Seciwiml  Head  Nitrse: 

To  make  lists  with  records  of  all  trained  nurses  in  tlieir 
eectioDs : 

1.  Number  of  Federated  Nurses. 

2.  Number  of  Graduated  Nurses  not  in  the  Federation. 

3.  Number  of  Sisterhoods — available. 

4.  Number  of  experienced  nurses — available. 
6.  Lists  of  nurses  on  direitories. 

6.  Lists  of  all  available  nurses. 

7.  Represent  Red  Cross  work  by  at  least  one  lecture  be- 
rre  students  in  training  schools.    To  arrange  for  and  over- 
courses  on  emergency  and  first  aid  nursing.     Also  to  give 

mrses  on   home   nursing.     To   cooperate  with  other  Red 
Croes  work  where  possible. 

(signed)  Isabel  Hamitox  Robb,   Chairman. 
Annie  Dameb, 
M.  Adelaide  Nuttino, 
Georgia  Nkvins, 
Anna  Maxwell. 

There  werp  present  besides  Miss  B<^ardman,  Surgeon  General 
Toroe^,  Dr.  Wise  of  the  Navy,  and  Major  Davis,  Exception 
W9B  taken  (quite  properly)  to  the  point  concerning  the  use  of 
the  braflBard  (a  mutter  which  could  have  been  easily  arranged) 
fnd  to  the  expense  the  scheme  would  entail.  The  members 
pnsent  seemed,  reasonably  enough  in  so  early  a  stage  of  the 
Otganization,  unready  to  accept  so  considerable  a  plan,  as  tlierp 
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many  nurses. 


would  not  always  be  a  need  for  a  gi 
Kobb  suggested,  in  answer  to  this,  that  they  nii^ht  Ik>  used  in 
nursing  people  of  moderate  means,  but  that,  it  was  thought,  was 
outside  the  Red  Cross  province. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned.  The  plan  was  talked  over 
further  bv  tlie  Red  Cross  officers,  who  thoupht  it  elaborate  and 
complicated,  and  a  little  later  they  sent  the  following  statement 
in  regard  to  it: 

At  a  meeting  of  the  War  Relief  Board  held  March  25  at 

the  National  Hearlqiiarters  in  the  War  Department  the  sug- 
gested outline  of  plan  for  the  affiliation  of  the  Federation  of 
Nurses  with  the  Ked  Cross,  prepared  by  Mrs.  Robb  at  the 
request  of  the  Board  and  after  consultation  with  the  Federa- 
tion of  Nurses'  committee  on  Red  Cross  nur^iin^,  of  whieh 
Mrs.  Robb  is  chairman,  was  presented  by  Mrs.  Robb  and 
informally  disruepGd.  The  Board  considered  the  plan  care- 
fully studied  out  and  containing  valuable  suggestions,  but 
that  as  the  carrying  out  of  such  a  plan  would  involve  a  large 
expenditure  of  money  from  the  Administration  Fund  of  the 
Society,  the  Board  felt  that  it  would  be  impossible  under 
present  conditions  for  it  to  undertake  any  such  elaborate 
plans.  Mrs.  Robb  thought  that  it  would  involve  an  annual 
expenditure  of  from  nine  to  ten  thousand  dollars  to  carry 
out  tlie  proposed  plan. 

As  experience  has  ehown  that  for  both  war  and  emergency 
relief,  tlie  services  of  a  number  of  nurses  have  very  seldom 
been  required  for  strictly  Red  Cross  work,  the  Board  ques- 
tioned as  to  whether  i\i  any  time  it  wouM  lie  ju8tifie<i  in  such 
a  large  annual  expenditure  for  the  jjroposed  plan  unless  some 
continuous  benoQeial  use  within  the  Red  Cross  sphere  of 
work  could  be  made  of  this  affiliation. 

The  Board  hoped  that  for  the  present  a  plan  for  some 
limited  affiliation  may  be  brought  about  that  will  involve 
little  or  no  expense  to  the  Red  Cross.  It  is  desirous  of  ob- 
taining the  interest,  support  and  assistance  of  the  Federation 
of  Nurfles  in  Kcd  Cross  work  so  that  the  trained  nurses  of  our 
country  mny  be  able  to  take  their  part  in  tlie  patriotic  and 
humane  service  of  the  Society  in  time  of  war  or  disaster. 

The  Board  desired  to  express  its  thanks  to  Mrs.  Robb  and 
the  other  members  of  the  Federation  of  Nurses'  ctjmmittee 
on  Red  Cross  nursing  for  the  eare  and  thought  given  the 
prnpojied  plan  and  regret  that  the  financial  question  makes  its 
adoption  under  existing  circumstances   impossible. 

Chairman,  Red  Cross  War  Relief  Board.* 
*  Minutes,  Meeting  War  Relief  noard,  March  25,  IDOD. 
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TbiiB  Uic  first  negDtiations  failed,  but,  in  the  light  of  later 
illarj,  it  is  intrrrsting  to  pause  a  moment  and  consider  how 
ife'lBad  Cross  Nursing  Service  has  actually  developed,  along 
lhsjfaaii:<»f  the  plan  presented  by  Mrs.  Robb.    The  Department 

'V    ,  r '.  ■    ,  :i3  evolved  for  war  purposes  almost  exactly  as  she 
I  and  gave  striking  testimony  to  Mrs,  Robb*8  vision 
and  foresight. 

The  decentralization  of  the  service,  as  suggested  by  her 
under  four  sections,  was  rapidly  effected  after  the  declaration 
of  wnr  (1017)  but  instead  of  four  it  was  necessary  to  create 
mrleeu  divisions,  in  each  of  which  a  full  time,  paid  nursing 
»r  Vfiih  a  staff  has  been  required.'"  The  Executive 
ittee  of  her  plan  exists  as  the  present  National  Committee 
on  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service, 

The  provision  to  include  Sisterhoods  was  carefully  con- 
tidered  (1S14)  and  found  of  much  practical  value.  For  ex- 
ample, the  nursing  personnel  of  Base  Hospital  No.  102,  from 
Xew  Orle-ans,  was  directed  by  Sister  Chrysostom  Moynahan 
ind  inelnJed  ten  other  Sisters.  Practical  nurses  were  utilized, 
t^iw-cinlly  during  the  influenza  epidemic  in  1919-1020,  when 
many  hua<lrt»ds  of  women  were  needed. 

The  su^^gested  directories  us  centers  for  euroUment  were  not 
T'  ■.  any  extent  but,  instead,  local  conunittees  of  nurses 

I  :<»  st-ate  associations  were  organized  and  tliey  collected 

rredi^ntials,  (>asaed  upon  the  profcKsional  qualitications  of  appli- 
cants  and  linuUy  forwardt*d  all  papers  to  National  Headquarters 
where  they  were  tiled.  The  duties  of  the  chief  nurtvt*  as  indi- 
olcd  hy  Mrs.  Robb  are  almost  identical  with  those  of  the 
Dirertor  of  the  Department  of  Nursing.  Time  has  shown  that 
hrr  grneral  plan,  while  a  little  startling  when  tirst  submitted  to 
ihe  War  Relir-f  Board,  and  probably  as  a  beginning  too  elalxv 
ntc,  ws«  gradually  accepted  and  that  a  still  further  elaboration, 
on  tai  even  more  gi^uerous  basis,  soon  boearae  necessary.  It  was 
tunate  that  this  was  so,  for  upon  the  declaration  of  war  in 
il,  191 7f  there  were  7000  nurses  enrolled  under  the  Red 
I  well  organized  were  its  state  and  local  committees 
[Jment  was  easily  increased  with  great  rapidity. 
Mrj.  Robb  did  not  emlK>dy  in  her  plan  her  conviction  that  the 
Red  Cross  nurses  should  form  the  Army  reserve  but  her  mind 
vu  dear  on  this  point.  Finally  her  hope  of  seeing  Home 
N'oreing  classes  developed  on  a  national  scale  has  been  fulfilled, 
TbU  number  under  pcacv  conditions  wa«  reduced  to  «ight. 
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beyond,  perhaps,  even  what  she  foresaw  as  possible,  as  we  shall 
learn  in  another  chapter. 

The  Central  Committee  of  the  Red  Cross,  disappointed  in 
their  first  attempt,  took  counsel  among  themselves  and  planned 
another  way  of  solving  the  nursing  qufstion. 

In  May,  1009,  the  War  Relief  Board  proposed  placing  the 
Red  Cross  Nursing  Department  under  a  special  subcomraittea 
and  sent  to  Mrs.  Robb  the  following  resolution  passed  by  them 
on  May  7  to  that  eflFect : 

Resolved,  That  the  subcommittee  on  Red  Cross  Nursing 
Service  P^iall  consist  of  a  chairman  aud  fourteen  other  mem- 
bers, five  to  constitute  a  quorum.  The  chairman  and  fi\"e 
members  to  be  members  of  the  War  Relief  Board,  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  chairman  of  the  Board;  fix  members  to  be 
appointetl  by  the  chairman  of  the  Board  from  a  list  of 
trained  nuri^es  submitted  by  the  Nurses'  Federation,  and  three 
persons  to  be  appointed  by  the  chairman  on  recommendatioa 
of  the  Board. 

The  chairman  and  two  other  members  of  the  committee 
to  be  selected  from  trained  nurses,  members  of  the  War  Relief 
Board.  Of  the  three  other  members  one  should  be  a  surgeoa 
of  the  Army,  one  a  surgeoti  of  the  Navy,  and  the  third  some 
other  member  of  the  War  Relief  Board.  This  will  give  a 
membership  of  nine  trained  nurses  on  a  committee  of  fifteen.'*^ 

The  resolution  was  read  by  Mrs.  Itobb  as  a  part  of  her 
report  at  the  annual  convention  in  Minnoa[M)lis  (1909)  and 
discussed.  .  Mrs.  Robb  was  keenly  disappointed  in  that  the 
work  and  thought  she  and  her  committee  had  put  upon  their 
plan  seemed  to  have  In^en  lost,  and  she  feared  that  the  hope  of 
satisfactory  affiliation  bad  faded.  But  her  intense  idealism  and 
love  of  perfection  perhaps  led  her  to  forget  how  now  and  un- 
tried, as  yet,  was  the  American  Red  ('ross  organization.  It  is 
easy  to  see,  now,  how  formidable  and  binding  the  plan  must 
have  seemed  to  the  Red  Cross  executives.  Other  nurses  realized 
this  at  the  time  and  believed  that  it  would  be  better  to  begin  in 
a  smaller  way  and  to  build  up  little  by  little.  The  suggested 
committee  of  fifteen  seemed  to  them  a  sensible  compromise 
and  Miss  Palmer  arose  as  the  spokesman  of  this  group.  She 
spoke  of  being  an  officer  in  the  Rochester  branch,  reviewed  the 
general  conditions  of  Red  Cross  state  work  and  offered  this 
motion : 

^'^UriutM,  Wflr  Relief  Board.  May  7»  1900. 
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BesoWed,  That  the  American  Federation  of  Kurees 
aililiate  iii  a  body  with  the  Niitiujiai  Ked  Vtors  Society  and 
that  nurnei?  be  nominated  by  this  association  to  serve  with 
the  National  Red  Cross  Committee  as  outlined  by  the 
National  War  Relief  Board. 

Mies  Delano  had  gone  to  the  Minneapolis  meeting  with  a 
hope  iii  securing  the  assent  of  the  Federation  to  the  proposal 
nude  by  the  Red  Cross.    Miss  Palmer  wrote  later : 

I  know  from  my  close  asBoeiation  witli  Miss  Delano  in 
those  early  days  .  .  .  that  bhe  had  very  definite  plans  for  the 
development  of  the  service.  ,  .  .  Although  I  submitted  the 
reK)Iution  for  ofliliatiou  it  was  really  Mits  Delano's  resolu- 
tion, as  she  had  it  written  out  in  ink  before  the  meeting 
and,  sitting  next  to  me,  asked  me  to  present  it." 

There  was  au  animated  discussion  and  the  resolution  was 
adrrpted,  but  with  an  amendment  to  make  the  Associated  Alumnse 
the  athliating  body,  as  all  the  superintendents  belonged  individ- 
oally  to  iL  After  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Red  Cross  in 
Drrember,  1900,  the  War  Relief  Board  named  the  following 
Nfliii>iml  Committee  on  lied  Cross  Kursiug  IService>  and  Miss 
I>eia2M>  was  made  chairman:^' 

FuoM  War  Relief  Board 

Mrs.  Whitelaw  Reid,  New  York  City;  Mrs.  Isabel  Hamp- 
ton Robb,  Cleveland,  Ohio;  Miss  Jane  A.  Delano,  Office  of 

le  Surgeon  General,  War  Department,  Washin^fton.  D.  C ; 

iss  Ueorgia  Xevins.  Washington,  D.  C. ;  Major  Charles 
Lynch,  U.  8.  Armv.  Washington,  D.  C;  Surgeon  W.  L.  Bell, 
IL  S.  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

From  Emergency  Reuef  Board 

Mitt  Mabel  T.  Boardman,  War  Department,  Washington, 
D,  C;  Mrs.  William  K.  Draper,  New  York  City. 

XcHSEs'  Associated  Alumnje 

Miss  Sophia  F.  Palmer,  Rochester,  New  York ;  Miss  Emma 
M.  Nichols,  Boston  City  Hospital,  Boston,  Mass.;  Miss  Linna 
O.  FtJchards<)n,  Portland,  Oregon;  Miss  Anna  C.  Maxwell, 
Presbyterian  Hospital,  New  Y'ork  City;  Mrs.  F.  Tiee,  Chi- 
cago, 111.;  Miss  Margaret  A.  Pepoon.  San  Diego,  California; 
Mrs.   Harriet  Camp  Lounsbury,  Charleston,  West  Virginia. 

Jj^ier  in  Uvil  Crofis  flips. 

MinoCca,  Wsr  Relief  Board,  December  20,  1009. 
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The  Afnerican  Journal,  of  Nursing  said  editorially: 

By  the  appoiutment  of  this  committee,  with  the  majority 
of  its  members  nurses,  the  responwihility  of  the  nursing  de- 
partment of  the  American  National  Hed  Cross  is  placed  upon 
the  shouhlers  of  the  members  of  the  Associated  Alumnae  .  .  - 

So  far,  the  nurses  of  the  country'  have  not  responded  to  the 
call  for  enrollment  in  the  Red  Crose  as  they  should,  the 
reason  frequently  given  being  that  such  a  department  under 
the  direetion  of  laymen  could  not  lie  conducted  on  a  practical 
working  basis.  This  excuse  can  no  longer  be  advanced, — 
the  work  of  organizing  a  Jted  Cross  nursing  senice  is  now  in 
the  hands  of  nurses.  With  the  concentrated  strength  of  all 
our  national  and  local  nursing  societies  it  can  be  made  a 
practical  working  force,  .  .  . 

The  action  of  the  Associated  Alumnoc  brings  the  nurses 
of  this  country  into  distinct  relationshij*  with  tlic  War  Relief 
Board  and  gives  to  them  a  very  influential  place  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  strictly  nursing  side  of  the  work  of  the 
National  Red  Cross.  It  is  an  opportunity  which  has  never 
been  ours  and  one  which  must  receive  the  most  intelligent 
cooperation  from  all  the  alliliated  societies  in  order  to  prove 
our  worthiness  of  the  confidence  which  has  been  shown  U8. 

After  the  meeting  at  Minneapolis,  Miss  l»Ano  had  gond 
abroad  for  a  short  trip  but  was  suddenly  recullod  by  receiving 
the  appointment  to  the  post  of  Superintendent  of  the  Army 
Uurse  Corps,  as  indicated  in  tlie  list  given  above.  Her  selec- 
tion for  this  responsible  work  had  l)een  made  on  Miss  Board- 
man's  recommcndatiiin.  The  Surgeon  General  had  gone  thniugh 
Colonel  Lynch  to  Miss  Boardman  for  advice  and  she  knowing 
that  Miss  Delano  was  then  free  (her  mother  having  sonic  time 
before  passed  away)  and  feeling  confident  of  her  ability,  had 
counseled  them  to  secure  her  if  possible.  Miss  Boardman 
believed  this  appointment  would  unify  the  Red  Cross  and  the 
Army  Nursing  work  and  Miss  Delano  shared  this  feeling,  for 
she  once  said  to  Miss  Boardman,  "one  of  my  reasons  for  taking 
this  (the  Army  Nurse  Corps")  is  my  interest  in  Red  Cross 
nursing  and  I  believe  the  Army  Nurse  Corps  and  the  Red  Cross 
Cursing  Service  should  work  in  harmony." 

The  Red  <'mss  fiullctin  of  October,  1919,  said  of  Miss  De- 
lano's appointment: 

By  this  arrangement  tlie  whole  system  of  the  Regular 
Army  Nursing  Corjis  and  the  Red  Cross  Nursing  t'orps  will 
be  placed  under  one  head^  so  that  in  case  of  war  the  plans 
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for  Red  Cross  nursing  assistance  will  fall  into  complete  ac- 
cord with  the  denmnds  of  the  Army  Medical  Service.  Miss 
Delano  will,  therefore,  be  not  only  fully  advised  as  to  the 
re;rular  nursing  strength  of  the  Army  Corps,  but  will  know 
exactly  the  status  of  the  volunteer  aid  of  the  Kcd  Cross 
Nursing  Corps. 

On  a  later  occasion,  when  narrating  the  steps  by  which  Miss 
I>t>ljuio  went  on  to  her  long  volunteer  service  in  the  Red  Cross, 
\Lim  Boardman  resiled  the  incidents  of  that  time.    She  wrote : 

...  At  the  time  of  Miss  Dolano*ii  appointment  to  the  Army 
Kurse  Corj>s^  she  was  asked  Ity  the  Kcd  Cross  to  accept  the 
chairmanship  of  its  nursing  committee.  In  consenting 
to  do  so  iliss  Delano  said  that  one  of  the  motives  which  in- 
fluenced her  in  taking  the  Army  position  was  the  opportunity 
it  would  give  to  bring  about  a  close  relationship  between  the 
Army  Nurse  Corps  and  the  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service.  .  .  . 
At  that  time  there  were  not  more  than  twenty  nurses  report- 
ing reg\ilarly  as  members  of  the  Army  Nursing  Reserve  and 
Mi*«  Delano  concludt^d  that  the  best  way  to  secure  an  ade- 
quate number  of  rtist'ne  nnri^^s  was  to  do  away  with  this 
branch  of  the  Army  Nurse  Corps  and  to  have  the  Ked  Cross 
authorized  to  provide  this  service.  Tlie  Surgeon  General 
agreed  to  her  suggestion.  .  .  .  Devoting  herself  to  the  serious 
duty  of  reorganizing  and  improving  the  Army  Nurse  Corps 
Mi«s  Delano  quietly  and  carefully  studied  it.  .  .  .  The  pay 
of  the  Army  nurse  was  so  low  thiit  it  was  impossible  to  obtain 
graduates  of  the  best  training  schools  and  to  correct  this  Miss 
Delano  urged  the  increase  of  the  pay  in  an  Army  appropria- 
tion bill.  Tbe  Surgeon  General's  otlice  approved  her  sugges- 
tion and  included  in  it  an  increase  in  the  pay  of  the  superin- 
tendent of  the  Army  Nurse  Corps,  which  was  also  inadequate. 
When  this  amendment  was  submitted  to  Miss  Delano  she 
promi>tly  struck  it  out  so  that  she  should  be  untrammeled 

DV   any  apparent  self-interest  in   her  cfTorts  for  the  benefit 

^^K        of  the  nnrsc<«. 

^^P  After  two  years  as  superintendent  of  the  Army   Nurse 

W  Corjis  Jliss  Delano  came  to  me  one  day  and  said:  "I  believe 

I  now  Uie  time  has  come  when  I  can  give  up  my  position  in 

I  the   Surgeon   General's  oAk*.     A   very  capable  nurse,   Miss 

I  Mclsaae,  will  be  appointed  to  succeed  me.     I  have  a  little 

I  means  of  my  own  and  I  would  rather  live  on  a  crust  and 

I  wne  the  Red  Cross  than  do  anything  else  in  the  world.    I 

I  will  gladly  give  my  services  to  the  Red  Cross  if  it  desires 

I  them,  to  organize  and  develop  its  Nursing  Department." 
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It  was  a  very  wonderful  gift  .  .  .  there  never  was  a  gift 
given  in  a  nobler  spirit.  .  .  ." 

Tho  official  corrcepondcnce  touching  Miss  Delano's  resigna- 
tion as  head  of  the  Army  Nurse  Corps  follows ; 

War  Department 

Office  of  the  Surgeon  General 

Washington 

March  11,  1D12. 
To  Uio  Surgeon  General, 

United  States  Army, 
Sir: 

In  accepting  the  position  of  superintendent  of  the  Array 
Nurse  Cor[>s  1  did  &o  in  tlie  hope  of  developing  in  connection 
with  the  American  Red  Cross  an  adequate  nursing  personnel 
which  would  in  the  event  of  war  be  available  aa  a  reserve  for 
the  Army  Nurse  Corps. 

The  organization  of  this  nursing  service  is  progressing 
moBt  aatisfactorily,  but  in  additinn  to  my  duties  as  super- 
intendent of  the  Army  Nurse  Corps  the  work  has  grown  be- 
yond my  capacity.  Believing  that  the  maintenance  of  this 
Ked  Cross  reserve  is  as  necessarj'  to  the  Array  as  the  Nurse 
Corps  and  that  Ked  Cross  work  should  be  as  far  as  possible 
volunteer  service,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  ray  resignation 
as  superintendent  of  the  Army  Nurse  Corps,  to  take  elfect 
April  1,  1912. 

My  only  object  in  resigning  is  that  I  may  have  the  time 
to  devote  to  the  development  and  maintenance  of  an  efficient 
reserve  of  lied  Cross  nurses  for  the  service  of  the  Army. 
Very  respectfully, 

(signed)  Jaxe  A.  Delano, 
Superintendent,  Army  Nurse  Corps. 
lit  Indorsement,  War  Department,  Office  of  the  Surgeon 

General » 
March  11,  1912. 

Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  Adjutant  General  of  the 
Army,  recommending  that  Miss  Helano's  resignation  be  ac- 
cepted to  take  effect  April  1.  I  view  with  great  regret  Miss 
Delano's  Boparation  from  the  Medical  Department  of  the 
Ami)'.  She  accepted  the  position  of  iJuperintendeiit  of  the 
Nurse  Corps  in  August,  1009,  with  the  understanding  that 
she  would  remain  in  office  for  only  sufficient  length  of  time 
to  put  tho  Nurse  Corps  on  a  thoroughly  satisfactor}*  basis. 
This  she  has  done  in  an  admirable  manner. 

**Rfd  Crow  BuUetin,  May  12,  1919. 
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VSlien  she  came  to  this  office  there  were  only  80  nurses  on 
duty  in  i\\o  Army  Nurse  Corps  and  there  was  no  eligible 
list  from  which  appointments  could  be  made.  In  addition 
to  thi?  admirable  work  Miss  Delano  has  had  charge  of  the 
enntUnient  of  Hed  Cross  nurses  and  has  now  on  her  list 
n*arly  3,0U0  well  selected  nurses  that  will  be  available  for 
Kfvice  in  the  Medical  Department  in  case  of  emergency. 

In  view  of  the  success  which  has  attended  Miss  Delano's 
work  &B  superintendent  of  the  Army  Nurse  Corps  in  pre- 
paring that  organization  to  meet  fully  its  obligations  in  the 
event  of  war,  it  is  recommended  that  the  Secretary  of  War 
in  accepting  her  resignation  place  on  record  his  appreciation 
of  her  serrices. 

(signe<l)  Geo.  H.  Tohney,  Surgeon  General,  U.  S.  Army 
Appro ve<l : 

By  order  of  the  Secretar}*  of  War, 

(signed)  Leonaiid  Wood, 

Major  General 

Chief  of  Staff. 

Affiliation  was  now  firmly  rooted,  but  before  following  it 
further  a  brief  final  glance  should  be  taken  at  the  evolution  of 
the  Army  Nurse  Corps  as  part  of  Miss  Delano's  work.  Mrs. 
Kinney  had  effected  iiuprovcmcuts  in  the  Army  Nurse  Corps, 
tiMngh  in  her  timo  the  War  Department  had  cut  down  very 
nuteriAlly  on  all  expenses.  She  Imd  gnim»d  saloon  mess  for  the 
DurMfl  at  sea  and  helped  greatly  in  improving  from  the  profea- 
sional  and  sixriul  standpoint  the  position  tlicy  hud. 

She  did,  probably,  as  much  as  anyone  could  have  done  in  those 
early  months,  but  there  was  still  progress  to  be  made  when  Miss 
DibUdo  took  charge.  The  Surgeon  General  had  planned  a  Nurse 
Reserve  which  he  called  the  "Eligible  Volunteer  Corps,"  *^  but 
in  this  he  had  not  been  successful.  Early  in  1004,  the  Surgeon 
General  had  issued  the  following  regulations,  which  the  Journal 
of  Nursing  published. 

EuaiBLE  List  or  Volunteer  Nukses 

The  Surgeon  General  has  deemed  it  advisable  to  open  in 
his  office  what  shall  be  known  as  the  Eligible  List  of  Volun- 
teer N'urses.  The  names  of  acceptable  graduate  nurses  who 
are  willing  to  serve  in  time  of  war  or  national  emergency 
will  constitute  this  list  and  the  requirements  for  enrollment 
shall  be  as  follows:  Applicants  must  have  graduated  from  a 
trainiiig-schoul  for  nurses  which  gives  a  thorough  professional 
* Amtricon  Journal  of  Xursing,  March,  1904. 
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education,  both  practical  and  theoretical,  and  which  requires 
at  least  a  two-years'  residence  in  an  acceptable  general  hos- 
pital of  not  lass  than  fifty  beds.  Graduatea  from  special  hos- 
pitaU  and  from  injfane  asylums  and  private  sanatoria  will 
not  be  considered  unless  their  training  has  been  supplemented 
by  not  less  than  six  mouths  in  a  large  general  hospital. 

ApplicHtiou  for  enrollment  must  be  iiimle  to  the  Surgeon 
General  and  before  being  accepted  the  applicant  must  submit 
tn  the  following:  (1)  A  statement  of  her  physical  conditicm 
filled  out  in  her  own  handwritmg  anil  sworn  to  by  a  notary 
public.  (2)  A  eertificate  of  her  health  from  at  least  one 
reputable  physician  perstmally  acquainted  with  t]ie  applicant. 

(3)  The  name  of  her  school  and  dale  of  her  gra<luation. 

(4)  A  certificate  concerning  the  moral,  physical  and  pro- 
fessional qualitirations  of  the  applicant  as  shown  by  tlie  records 
of  the  hospital  must  be  furnished  by  the  superintendent  of 
the  training  school  from  which  the  applicant  graduated.  If 
«he  was  trained  under  a  former  superijitcndent  of  nurses, 
her  endorsement  is  also  desirable.  Blanks  for  these  pur- 
poses will  be  furnished  by  the  Surgeon  General. 

Approved  candidates  will  be  placed  on  the  eligible  Hat  for 
appointment  in  event  of  war  or  national  calamity. 

Each  nurse  must  agree  to  enter  active  service  as  she  may 
be  needed  in  time  of  war  or  national  calamity.  On  the  first 
of  January  and  the  lirst  of  July  of  every  year  she  shall  report 
to  the  Surgeon  General,  giving  her  address  and  enclosing  a 
certificate  from  some  reputable  physician  showing  the  con- 
dition of  her  health  at  that  time. 

When  called  into  active  service  these  nurses  will  be  sub- 
ject to  all  established  rules  and  regulations  and  will  re- 
ceive the  pay  and  allowances  of  nurses  of  the  Array  Nutm 
Corps  as  set  forth  in  General  Orders  No.  54,  War  Depart- 
ment, November  IG,  1903, 

Nursc^fl  did  not  enroll,  however,  in  large  numbers  in  the 
Volunteer  Ctirps,  In  the  S<>prcml»cr,  1005,  issue  of  the  Journal, 
Miss  Pahncr,  the  editor,  wrote: 

Another  year  is  drawing  to  a  close  and  at  the  beginning  of 
August  the  '^Eligible  List  of  Volunteer  Nurses''  stands,  since 
the  first  ap[H*al  in  March.  1004:  number  of  applicants  for 
blanks.  174.  Of  these  (here  have  been  returned  41* ;  not  recom- 
mended by  her  superinternlent.  1 ;  total  number  on  the  list, 
41.  Of  these  the  number  who  have  been  or  who  ore  at  prescjit 
in  Uie  Army  are  18,  thus  leaving  tlie  number  of  outside 
graduates  on  the  list  as  twe.niy-three.  If  this  means  any- 
thing, it  means  that  only  foHy-one  nurses  out  of  over  thirty 
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tbousami  desire  to  serve  their  country  in  its  time  of  need. 
But  we  know  that  if  an  emergency  arose  the  nurses  would 
rise  to  meet  it  anri  we  would  have  a  repetition  of  the  con- 
fusion and  dissatisfaction  which  we  were  so  ready  to  criticize 
and  rebuke  seven  years  ago  simply  beciiusc  we  are  more 
selfish  than  patriotic.  .  .  . 

Our  faults  are  not  the  faults  of  nurses  alone,  for  we  only 
reflect  the  signs  of  the  times  and  our  own  peo]jle,  who  love 
the  glare  of  notoriety  and  excitement  and  are  Hrkle  and  in- 
constant until  misfortune  and  disaster  overtake,  when  their 
inborn  courage  and  faithfulness  come  to  the  front  and  save 
the  day.  Meanwhile  we  cry  aloud,  ^'How  long,  O  Tjord,  how 
long?"  with  this  record  of  our  iudilTerence  standing  as  a 
public  rebuke  upon  ns? 

Through  Misa  Delano's  influence,  the  Red  Cross  Nursing 
Corps  became  the  Army  Nurse  Iteserve  aud  the  Eligible  List 
of  V^iluntwjr  Nurses  was  tiually  discoutinued.  Miss  Delano 
secured  for  the  Army  Nurse  Corps  additional  pay;  cumulative 
leave;  lauudrv  of  uniforms;  tirst-clusa  transportation  for  all 
ntmes  and  improved  quarters  and  in  all  of  this  ihu  cooperation 
of  the  Red  Cross  had  been  most  effective. 

MiBS  Boardman  has  said  that  ifiss  Delano*8  influence  with 
officials  of  the  Army  was  most  marked.  She  gained  their  con- 
fidence by  her  »il)er,  solid  judgment  and  hv  her  willingness  to 
oonfiider  opposing  viewpoints.  She  was  usually  able  to  get  her 
recommeudations  through. 

Her  successor  in  tlic  Am»y  Nurse  Corps,  Isabel  Mclsaac,  was 
one  of  the  most  widely  known  and  beloved  nurses  in  the  country. 
A  grmduate  under  Isabel  Hampton  Uobb,  of  the  Illinois  Train- 
ing School,  she  had  risen  through  every  position  there  to  the 
fupcrintendency ;  had  been  prominent  in  all  nursing  associa- 
tiaxiSy  had  met  thousands  of  nurses  intimately  as  inter-state 
•ecrctarj'  and  had  written  popular  textbooks.  Very  attractive 
in  appearance^  with  a  personality  expressing  great  sincerity,  her 
Scotch  ancestry  was  always  evident  in  a  certain  dry  and  un- 
fjulini^  humor.  Her  views  were  broad  and  tolerant  and  her 
eommoQ  senae  amounted  to  a  kind  of  genius.  Miss  Mclsaac 
threw  all  her  gifts  into  the  Array  work  and  also  her  life,  for 
she  died  "in  ham*»s8"  at  the  Walter  Reed  Hospital,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  on  September  21,  1914. 

A  general  reorganization  plan  was  now  issued  from  Wash- 
ington aa  outlined  in  the  following  summary.    It  docs  not  seem 
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to  have  applied  directly  to  nursing  enrollment,  but  instituted 
the  ''Chapter"  which  from  now  on  becomes  a  familiar  word. 

The  Central  Committee  at  Washington  has  found  it  neces- 
sary to  make  certain  changes  in  the  form  of  the  state 
branches  and  iji  a  letter  to  these  branches,  under  date  of 
Xovembcr  1,  19U0,  the  reasons  are  clearly  set  forth.  Briefly 
fltated,  these  are  dintances  which  prevent  representation  fmm 
all  parts  of  a  state,  with  a  tendency  to  concentrate  officers 
and  members  at  some  central  point,  absence  of  state  officers, 
jealousies,  .  .  .  conditions  detrimental  to  tlie  best  interests  of 
the  Red  Cross.  Moreover,  experience  has  taught  that  in 
case  of  disaster  within  the  state  the  governor  is  the  one  who 
makes  the  appeal  for  assistance  to  the  rest  of  the  state,  or 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States  if  national  help  is 
needed.  Therefore,  that  the  national  headquarters  with  its 
active  working  force  may  be  in  immediate  and  close  touch 
with  all  its  branches  when  relief  is  needed,  new  regulations 
have  been  adopted  by  which  local  branches,  hereafter  to  be 
called  "Chapters"  will  be  in  direct  communication  with 
headquarters  at  Washington,  retaining  fifty  cents  on  the  an- 
nual dues,  instead  of  twenty-five,  for  local  use,  and  each 
Chapter  may  liave  the  privilege  of  sending  one  delegate  to  the 
annual  meeting  at  Washington.  The  state  boards  will  as- 
semble only  in  case  of  war  or  serious  disasters. 

The  charter,  by-laws  and  regulations  for  state  boards  and 
Chapters  have  been  issued  under  date  of  January  1,  U»10, 
copies  of  which  may  be  obtainwl  from  Major  General  George 
W.  Davis,  chairnuin  Central  Committee,  American  National 
Red  Cross,  Washington,  D.  C." 

At  the  first  meeting  of  the  National  Committee  on  Red  Cross 
Nursing  Service,  held  on  January  20,  li>10,  at  the  home  of 
Mrs.  VV.  K.  Draper,  New  York,  Misa  Delano's  appointment 
was  ratified  and  she  was  asked  to  take  the  chair.  Miss  Georgia 
Nevins,  head  of  the  Garfield  Hospital,  was  appointed  secrt^tury 
but  as  she  was  not  present  ^Irs.  Draper  was  asked  to  act  as 
secretary  pro  tern.  Miss  Delano  then  submitted  the  list  of 
suggestions  drawn  up  by  her  committee  and  herself: 

Outline  of  Plan  for  tlie  Enrollment  of  Nurses  Adopted  hfj 
the  National  Committee  on  Red  Cross  Nursing  Sernce.      ' 

Duties  of  National  Committee: 
To  organize  the  nursing  service  of  the  Red  Cross. 

"•Charter,  By-Lnws,  and  ItogiiUlion*  for  State  Boards  and  Chaptcra, 
Anierican  K«<i  CroBs,  January   I,   1910. 
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To  make  uniform  rules  for  the  enrollment  of  nurses 
throughout  the  country. 

To  arrange  for  the  establighment  of  state  and  local  com- 
mittees on  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service,  and  to  specify  the 
duties  of  all  such  committees. 

To  appoint  annually  state  committees  on  Red  Cross  Nurs- 
ing Service  of  not  less  than  five  or  more  than  ten  nurses 
who  are  members  of  organizations  alliliated  with  the  NurKt's' 
Associated  AlumnjE  of  the  United  Statep,  but  whore  a  state 
nurses^  association  exists  which  is  athliated  with  the  Nurses* 
Associated  Alumntt,  appointments  must  be  made  from  names 
^bmitted  by  the  executive  committee  of  such  nurses'  associa- 
tions. 

To  issTie  to  local  committees  on  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service 
the  uet^ei^bary  blank  forma  for  application  of  nurses  for  en- 
rollment. 

To  HH-eive  and  file  in  the  central  otiice  of  the  Red  Cross  in 
Washington  the  application  blanks  and  required  credentials  of 
all  Durties  who  have  been  accepted  by  local  committees  for 
enrollment  as  Red  Cross  nurses,  and  to  issue  cards  of  ap- 
pointment and  Red  Cross  badges  to  all  such  accepted  appli- 
ctnt&. 

To  appoint,  as  headq\iarters,  registries  for  nurses  or  other 
offices  recommended  by  local  committees  as  suitable  places  for 
tUiug  li.stfi  of  enrolled  nurses. 

To  keep  in  the  National  office  of  the  Red  Cross  in  Wash- 
ington card  catalogues  of  all  state  and  local  committees  and 
of  all  headquarters  for  enrolled  nurses  with  the  approximate 
number  of  nurses  available  at  each. 

To  ascertain  and  keep  on  file  the  various  sources  of  volun- 
teer service  available,  including  Sisterhoods  and  members  of 
other  orders. 

To  arrange  for  courses  in  home  nursing,  hygiene,  and  first 
aid  under  Uie  direction  of  the  Red  Cross,  utilizing  as  far  as 
pciBsible  for  this  instruction  enrolled  Red  Cross  nurses. 

To  arrange  for  lectures  on  the  relation  of  nurses  to  the 
Red  Cross,  and  to  encourage  the  presentation  of  the  subject 
to  graduating  classes  of  nurses  throughout  the  country. 

To  study  the  nursing  service  of  the  Red  Cross  in  other 
countries,  with  the  object  of  improving  that  in  America. 

In  cooperation  with  the  me<lical  departments  of  the  army 
and  navv,  to  provide  instructiou  for  curolleil  nurses  in  the 
•poeia]  duties  which  would  be  required  of  them  in  time  of 
war. 

All  matters  relating  to  the  services  of  nurses  under  the 
Red  Cross  will  be  referred  to  the  chairman  or  secretary  of 
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the  Xational  Committee  of  Nursing  Service,  and  in  coopen 
tiou  with  sxivh  oUier  members  of  the  committee 
neces^ry   they   will   be  responsible   for   all   a&signments  of 
nurses  to  Juty^  and  when  two  or  more  nurses  arc  sent  out  to- 
gether one  shall  be  placed  iu  charge  or  authorized  to  act 
head  nurse. 

Tiie  National  Committee  on  Re<l  Cross  Nursing  Servi( 
shall   hold   regular   semi-annual   meetings,  one  in   Washing- 
ton at  tlie  time  of  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Red  Cross,  and 
the  second  at  the  time  and  place  of  the  annual  meeting  ofjfl 
the  Nurses'  Associated  Alumna?.  ™ 

Special  meetings  may  be  held  at  any  time  at  the  call  of 
the  chairman. 

Fiili  reports  shall  be  presented  at  the  semi-annual  mecl 
ingfi 


IT 


Jake  A.  Deuano. 


The  form  of  application,  as  prepared  by  Miss  Delano  s  com- 
mittee "was  subniittod  and  with  one  or  two  slight  changes  was 
approved,  as  follows: 

1.  Name  of  applicant , 

2.  Address    

3.  Date  of  birth Place  of  birth 

4.  Are  you  married,  single  or  a  widow? 

5.  Are  you  a  citizen  of  the  United  States? 

r».  Have  you  any  physical  defects? 

7.  Education    and    occupation    before    entering    training 
school  

8.  From  what  training  scliool  did  you  graduate? 

9.  Is    it    connected    with    a    general,    special    or    private 
hospital  ? 

10.  How  many  beds  in  hospital  at  time  of  crraduation? 

11.  Date  uf  graduation Length  of  course 

12.  Name  and  address  of  superintendent  under  whom  you 
were  trained   

13.  Of  what  nursing  organization  are  you  a  member?,. 

14.  Give  name  and  address  of  secretary 

15.  Are  you  a  registered  nurse? In  what  State?. . 

Date  of  registration 

16.  How  have  you  been  employed  since  graduation?. . . . 
Give  information  for  each  year 

17.  Give  name  and  permanent  address  of  nearest  relative 

Signature 

Date 

"  Americai^  Journal  of  Tiurtimg,  Febniary,  1910,  p.  303. 
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nlfortn.   (ETfty   drenfl,   brftSf^ard    and    cap,   of   an   American    Ked 

The  dre«»  uniform  of  ihe  Nursing  Servire  coiiBiftta  of  a  whit** 

rts  white  elioeft  and  tttuckiugs,  the  brasiukrd,  Die  cap  and  the 

ron. 


REORGANIZATION  AND  AFFILIATION 


105 


The  chairman  then  prosentwl  sug^stions  to  be  filed  as  ref- 
erence for  the  applicants — this  blank  to  be  entitled  '*Creden- 
tials  from  Training  Schools."  After  a  short  dlscnssion  of  the 
above  title,  and  one  or  two  slight  changes  in  the  text,  the  blank 
vms  accepted  us  follows: 


12 


Name  of  applicant 

Name  of  training  school Address 

Date  of  graduation 

Length  of  course 

Number  of  beds  in  hospital   during  applicant's  train- 
ing   

6.  Character  of  hospital  : 

General Special Private 

7.  Are  pupils  sent  out  for  private  duty? 

8.  What,  if  any,  poeition  of  responsibility  did  applicant  hold 
during  her  training 

Was  her  record  satisfactory  in  regard  to  the  following: 

Work? 

Ht>alth? 

Conduct  ? 

Was  she  employed  in  your  hospital  after  graduation? 
What  has  been  her  standing  as  a  nurse  and  woman  since 

fraduation  ?    v 
re    you    willing   to    recommend    her    for    Red    Cross 

Service? 

Superintendent  of  Training  School 


9, 


Hospital    

Graduate  of   

"Name  and  address  of  superintendent  under  whom  the  appli- 
cant was  trained: 

Pemarks   

Date 

It  was  moved  by  Miss  Palmer  and  seconded  by  Mrs.  Kobb 
that  the  form  of  application  and  credentials  from  training 
•i;h*KiU  Ik*  adopted.  These  were  as  nearly  uniform  as  possible 
iHth  those  used  by  the  Government,  so  that  in  time  of  war  they 
ttn  be  made  immediately  useful  in  the  Surgeon  Cienerars  otficc. 

The  rules  governing  the  enrollment  of  nurses  for  service  under 
the  American  Red  Cross  were  adopted,  as  follows: 

1.  All  nurses  enrolled  for  service  under  the  American 
National  Red  Cross  must  have  graduated  from  a  school  for 
ntmes  which  gives  a  thorough  professional  education^  both 
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theoretical  and  practical,  and  which  requires  a  residence  of 
at  least  two  years  in  an  acceptable  hospital.  In  etates  and 
territories  where  registration  of  nurses  is  required  by  law, 
graduates  of  schools  not  acceptable  to  Boards  of  Ilegistration 
will  not  be  considered  eligible  for  enrollment  as  Bed  Cross 
nurses. 

2.  All  applicants  for  enrollment  must  be  endorsed  either 
by  superintendents  by  whom  tliey  wore  trained,  or  by  a  nurs- 
ing organization  which  is  a  member  of,  or  affiliated  with,  the 
Nurses  Associated  Alumna'  of  the  United  States ;  or  must 
submit  such  other  evidence  of  moral,  profesfiional  and  mental 
qualifications  as  may  be  required. 

3.  All  enrolled  nurses  shall  receive  a  physical  examina- 
tion before  being  assigned  to  service,  if  required, — such  ex- 
amination to  be  made  at  most  convenient  point  by  a  physician 
authorized  by  the  Eed  Cross. 

4.  No  nurse  under  twenty-five  years  of  age  shall  be  en- 
rolled for  active  service. 

5.  All  nurses  called  on  for  service  in  time  of  war  will  be 
required  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

Mrs.  Robb  moved  that  this  committee  recommend  that  the 
Red  CroflB  Nursing  Corps  enroll  for  paid  service.  This  motion 
was  seconded  by  ilisa  Nlclicda,  and  after  a  short  discussion  was 
carried. 

The  plan  for  carrying  on  the  work  of  enrollment  was  then 
discussed  by  the  committee  and  the  following  motion  made  hy 
Miss  Cooke  and  seconded  by  Miss  Palmer  was  unanimously 
adopted : 

That  the  Central  Committee  on  Red  Cross  Nnrsinj; 
Service  should  ask  each  State  Nurses'  iVssociation  to  instruct 
their  executive  committee  to  appoint  a  Red  Cross  committee, 
of  not  less  than  five  members,  to  organize  local  conmiittees 
throughout  the  State  for  the  purpose  of  enrolling  nurses. 
The  local  committees  to  be  seven  in  number — five  nurses 
and  two  lay  members,  representing  tlie  local  Red  Cross ;  thesa- 
committees  to  have  charge  of  enrollment.  The  applicatioa 
blanks  and  credentials  of  the  nurses,  as  accepted  by  this  com- 
mittee, to  be  sent  to  Washington  for  filing;  and  a  card  cata- 
logue, giving  the  name,  address,  telephone  number,  school 
of  graduation  and  dote  of  graduation  to  be  kept  by  the  local 
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01  graauaiiou  ana  aoie  oi  graduation  to  m  Kept  oy  tne  Jocai^j 
committee  for  reference — the  local  committee  also  having  thi'^H 
responsibility  with  the  approval  of  the  State  Nurses  Red^^ 
Cross  Committee,  for  arranging  with  some  registry,  training 
school  or  office  to  take  charge  of  thejte  cards,  and  be  respon- 
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Bible  for  the  immediate  notification  of  these  nurses  in  case  of 
an  eniergeucy  call. 

AMERICAN  NATIONAL  RED  CROSS 

Branch*' 

19 

On  recommendation  of  the  Committee  on  Nurses  of  the 

Branch  of  the  Amcricnu  National  Red  Cross 

jour  offer  of  service  is  hereby  accepted  for  assignment  to  duty 
when  and  where  your  services  may  be  required. 

NMien  assigned  to  duty  your  compensation  will  be  at  the 
rate  of  forty  dollars  per  month  wlien  on  duty  in  the  United 
States  and  fifty  dollars  per  month  when  without  the  limits 
of  the  United  States,  in  addition  to  transportation  and  sul>- 
eistence. 

This  acceptance  to  hold  until  your  services  are  no  longer 
reqoiredy  or  oxntil  your  resignation  is  accepted. 
Very  respectfully, 


President Branch," 

American  National  Red  Cross. 


To, 


The  correspondence  between  Miss  Delano  and  her  co-workers 
It  that  time  ttHjJus  with  suggestionH  and  countor-auggestions. 
The  letters  arc  full  of  interest  and  many  tempt  one  to  in- 
clude them,  but  their  length  precludes  all  but  brief  illustrative 
examples. 

Ifr*.  Helen  F.  Draper  to  Miss  Delano: 

I  agree  with  you  that  as  a  general  thing  it  is  wiser  to 
Hmit  the  number  of  persons  to  serve  on  a  committee.  Tn  this 
particular  instance,  however,  where  we  are  not  starting  out 
on  a  new  basis,  bxit  reorganizing  a  former  plan,  I  think  that 
local  conditions  have  to  be  taken  into  consideration.  It  would 
seem  to  me  wiser,  as  in  Brooklyn  and  New  York,  to  continue 
the  former  committees  as  fnr  as  possible.  I  therefore  think 
that  TOur  suggestion  in  regard  to  State  Committees  is  good — 
*lt  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  National  Committee  to  appoint 
State  Committeefi  nf  at  Icnpt  five  nursos  who  are  members  of 
organizations  aftiliated  with  the  Nurses'  Associated  Ah^mnie, 
hot  where  a  State  Nurses*  Association  exists  these  appoint- 
*MJDat««,  KaI.  Com.  on  lUs]  Cross  Xuraing  Service,  January  20,  1010. 
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ment8  must  be  ma<le  from  names  submitted  by  the  executive 
4'nirinntU'e  of  sufh  State  Nurses'  Association/'  I,  also,  agree 
to  the  sug"^ostion  in  regard  to  the  appointment  of  local  Red 
Cross  committee  by  the  State  Committee  on  Nursing  Service. 
In  reirard  to  the  annual  appointment  of  committees,  I 
think  if  tliif-  is  done,  it  should  be  done  only  with  the  idea  that 
two  mpmhcrs  only  should  eome  up  each  year.  I  would  per- 
sonally prefer  a  permanent — but  if  the  majority  of  the  Cen- 
tral Committee  on  lletl  Cross  Nursing  Service  feel  that  a 
varying  tjomuiittee  is  wiser,  1  would  be  willing  to  vote  for  one 
where  two  members  were  changed  each  year. 

The  manifold  details  of  bringing  atliliation  plans  into  shape 
and  of  uniting  on  some  definite  lines  of  activity  for  pt^uce 
times  are  suggested  in  the  following  letter  from  Miss  Delano 
which  touches  on  all  the  problems  then  pressing  for  solution. 
Of  these  one  of  the  most  sigiiiticant  was  that  already  mentioned 
as  having  arisen  in  lt)OS,  of  carrying  iustructiou  into  the  homes 
of  the  people. 

March  15, 1910. 
My  dear  Mrs.  Draper : — 

At  last  we  have  the  first  installment  of  the  Red  Cross  matter 
ready,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  it  would  be  possible  to  begin 
on  the  formation  of  the  State  Committees  while  we  are  at 
work  on  the  other  dat^i.  In  the  meantime  the  State  Com- 
mittees can  be  planning  out  their  work  and  locating  the 
branches.  After  talking  the  matter  over  a  number  of  times 
we  decided  that  it  wouUJ  be  better  to  publish  all  the  data  in 
a  little  book  about  the  size  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Red 
Cross  so  that  every  one  interested  will  know  all  of  the  steps 
from  the  duties  of  the  National  Committee  down  to  the  actual 
enrollment  of  nurses.  Miss  Boardman  thought  that  it  would 
be  well  to  have  a  little  outline  of  the  Red  Cross  at  the  be- 
ginning and  the  circumstances  leading  up  to  the  affiliation 
of  the  Nurses'  Associated  Alumna?,  which  accounts  for  tlie 
little  **foreword''  1  am  sending  you.  Some  changes  may  be 
necessary  in  the  ''duties  of  the  National  Committee/'  and  we 
hope  you  will  criticize  and  suggest  any  changes  you  think 
necessary.  After  much  discussion  and  many  letters  it  seemed 
wise  to  leave  the  size  of  the  State  Committee  with  the  various 
States.  Do  you  approve  of  the  paragraphs  relating  to  '"sources 
of  volmiteer  service,"  **the  courses  in  home  nursing," 
"hygiene,"  *'first-aid"  (these  were  among  Mrs.  Robb's  sug- 
gestions) and  provision  for  lectures  on  lied  Cross  subjects? 
Misa  Boardman  wished  to  leave  the  matter  of  assignment  of 
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to  at'tivt!  duly  to  Uie  National  Committee,  and  the 
iph  referring  to  this  was  added  at  her  request.  .  .  . 
talking  with  Miss  Boardman  and  Miss  Kevins  in  regard 
to  Uic  appointment  of  the  committees  it  was  sugget?ted  that 
it  would  be  alnioi^t  impossible  to  keep  track  of  the  members 
going  out  at  varj-ing  periods  where  there  are  so  many  com- 
initt«<es  to  consider.  The  idea  of  the  annual  appointment  was 
thatf  as  a  matter  of  course,  all  members  of  the  Committee 
should  be  reap[K)inte<1,  unless  for  some  reason  it  seemed  best 
to  make  a  change.  If  we  make  any  provision  for  reapj)oiDt- 
ment  with  so  many  permanent  connnittees  all  over  the  coun- 
ti7,  there  fleem.s  more  or  less  danger  of  having  a  certain 
ooznber  of  inactive  people  on  the  committees  with  difficulty 
in  regard  to  placing  them.  This  would  make  it  possible  to 
reappoint  all  of  the  committee,  if  desirable^  or  to  make 
changes  without  hurting  anyone^s  feelings. 

To  the  reference  in  this  letter  to  the  home  nursing  plan  Afrs, 
Draper  replied  with  suspended  judgment,  as  she  thought  it  was 
too  soon  to  branch  out  in  new  directions.  What  the  subsequent 
developments  of  this  department  were  wiU  be  dealt  with  in  a 
special  section. 

In  April,  1010,  Isabel  Hampton  Kobb  was  suddenly  removed 
tjdeftth  from  the  manifold  activities  in  which  she  took  so  eager, 
ia tonic  and  inspiring  a  part.  In  the  American  Journal  of 
NwmMg  of  May,  we  read : 

The  filiook  of  her  death  ia  so  great  tliat  it  seems  impossible 
yet  to  collect  one's  thought  surticiently  to  look  back  over  her 
long  service  to  the  nursing  profession — she  was  still  in  close 
touch  with  all  its  activities.  One  cannot  think  of  a  move- 
ment of  im(»ortanee  of  which  she  was  not  one  of  the  moving 
spirits,  organizer,  supporter;  the  Superintendent's  Society, 
of  which  she  was  president  only  last  year;  the  Associated 
AJamuof.  of  which  she  was  president  for  the  first  five  years 
and  at  whose  meetings  she  was  almost  always  present;  tlie 
Journal  the  course  at  Tenchers  College,  of  wliich  she  was 
one  of  the  lecturers;  the  International  Association  to  which 
she  was  a  delegate  last  summer ;  the  Red  Cross,  of  whose 
Central  Committee  she  was  a  member.  All  of  these  will  miss 
ber  aadly. 

The  Minutes  of  the  Central  Committee  said  of  her: 

We  record  with  much  sorrow  the  tragic  death  of  Mrs. 
Isabel  Hampton  Robb,  a  most  valuable  niemhor  of  the  War 
Relief  Board  and  of  the  sub-committee  on  Red  Cross  Nursing 
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Servic-e,  a  woman  of  large  insight,  warm  sympathies  and 
broad  experience,  to  whom  we  are  indebted  more  than  to  any 
other  ])erson  for  the  devi'Iopment  and  perfection  of  nursing 
organizations  whidi  has  made  the  work  of  this  committee 
posaible. 

By  early  snnimer  Sfiss  Dtlano  presented  the  following  en- 
couraging report  on  afhliation  and  enrulhnent; 

AMtiiticAN  Kku  Cuobs  Notes 

The  National  Committee  on  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service 
announrL'S  M'ith  pleasure  the  completion  of  the  plan  for  the 
enroHuient  of  Hed  Cross  nurses.  The  first  step  necessary 
is  the  formation  of  State  Committees  on  Red  Cross  Nursing 
Service  in  accordance  with  the  following  provisions. 

"The  National  Committee  shall  appoint  State  Committees 
on  Rod  Cross  Nursing  Service  of  not  less  than  five  nor  more 
than  ten  nurses  who  are  members  of  organizations  af^liated 
with  the  Nurses'  Associated  Ahinina^  of  the  United  States, 
but  where  a  state  nurses'  association  exists  which  is  affiliated 
with  the  Nurses'  Associated  Alumna?  appointments  must  be 
made  from  names  subnuttetl  by  the  executive  committees 
of  such  state  nurses'  associations.  Unless  changes  in  personnel 
become  necessary,  it  is  desirable  that  a  majority  of  the  mem- 
bers of  State  Committees  be  reappointed  annually." 

The  following  State  Committees  on  Red  Cross  nursing 
service  have  already  been  appointed. 

West  Virginia:  Mrs.  H.  C.  I^unsbury,  Charleston;  Mrs. 
Mary  G.  Cari)enter,  Wheeling;  Miss  Vernon,  Fairmont;  M. 
Virginia  McCune,  Martinsburg;  Mrs.  M.  Liugenfelter, 
ninton. 

Illinois :  Adda  Eldredge,  cliairman,  (^hicago ;  Man,-  ('. 
Wheeler,  Quincy;  Adelaide  M.  Walsh,  Chicago;  Ellen  Par- 
sons, Chicago;  Mrs.  Tice,  Chicago;  Helena  M.  McMillan, 
Chicago;  Bcnna  M.  Henderson,  Chicago. 

New  York:  Klizubeth  Dewey,  chairman,  Brookl}*!!; 
Beatrice  V.  Stevenson,  Brooklyn;  Mrs.  C.  V.  Twiss,  New 
York  City;  Elsie  Patterson,  New  York  Citv ;  Anna  Charlton, 
New  York  City;  Mrs.  Ernest  O.  H.  ScKenck,  New  York 
City;  Mrs.  Harvey  D.  Burrill,  S3Tacuse;  Sophia  F.  Palmer, 
Rochester;  Marie  T.  Phelan,  Rochester;  Rye  Morloy,  Buffalo. 

To  facilitate  the  formation  of  these  committees  the  follow- 
ing states  have  been  assigned  to  members  of  the  National 
Committee  and  state  secretaries  are  earnestly  urged  to  com- 
municate with  their  organizing  member  of  tho  National  Com- 
mittee for  information  and  advice. 
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Emma  M.  Nichols.  Boston,  Ma8s.,  Maine,  New  Hampshire, 
Vermont,  Massac-JiUi^eUs,  Hhode  lulaiid,  Connecticut. 

Aana  C.  Maxwell,  New  York  City^  New  York  and  New 
Jersey, 

Georgia  M.  Nevins,  Washington,  D.  C,  District  of  Colum- 
bia and  Maryland. 

Mrs.  H.  C  Lounsbury,  Charleston,  W.  Virginia,  West  Vir- 
ginia, North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Kentucky 
aiid  Tennessee. 

Mrs.  Frederick  Tice,  Chicago,  Illinois,  Michigan,  Iowa, 
Minnesota,  Missouri,  Arkansas.  Louisiana. 

Linna  G.  Richardson,  Portland,  Oregon,  Washington,  Ore- 
^Q,  Idaho,  Montana,  Wyoming. 

&tarj^rct  A.  Pepoon,  San  Diego,  Calif.^  California,  Nevada, 
Utah.  Arizona. 

States  unassigned  will  communicate  directly  with  the 
Cliairman  of  the  National  Committee  on  Nursing  Service, 
State,  War  and  Navy  Building,  Wiii^liington,  D.  C. 

(signed)  Jane  A.  Delano, 
Chairman  National  Committee 
on  Nursing  Service.'* 


States  which  were  sot  yet  organized  were  summed  up  thus 
bj  Ififls  Delano: 

To  mj'self,  as  chairman  of  the  Committee,  came  the 
mother's  share,  oil  thoee  etates  which  did  not  seem  to  fit 
in  any  locality,  many  of  them  without  state  organizations,  I 
am  sorry  that  1  am  not  able  to  show  a  better  report  of  my 
own  work. 

PennsA'lvania  ha?  begun  its  organization.  Delaware  has 
not  been  communicated  with.  Mrs.  Lounsbury  is  going  to 
consult  with  Virginia  to  bring  about  an  organization,  while  the 
dele^tes  are  here.  Florida  has  no  state  organization.  Texas 
is  at  work  and  I  hope  will  very  soon  be  organized.  North 
I>akota  and  South  Dakota  have  no  state  organizations. 
Nebraska  has,  and  has  a  delegation  here,  and  we  hope  to  have 
something  done  before  it  goes  back. 

Kansas  has  no  state  organization.  Colorado  has.  New 
Mexico  has  none.  Alabama  has  none.  MisFissippi  has  none. 
Ohio  is  organized  with  Miss  Johnson,  who  is  in  charge  of  the 
district  nurses  in  Cleveland,  as  chairman.  Indiana  is  or- 
gam'zed  with  Miss  Elizabeth  Johnson  of  Indianspolis,  chair- 
man. Wisconsin,  one  of  the  two  states  admitted  this  session, 
IB  organized.     With  true  western  spirit  they  had  their  com- 

*Am9ri€mm  Jpumal  of  Xurning,  Mny,  1D10,  p.  509. 
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mittee  all  appniiik*!   in   case  thpy  were  accepted,  so  there 
was  very  little  trouble,  and  Miss  Matthews  is  chairman. 

I  think  yon  will  a^rcc  with  me  that  this  is  a  good  showing 
for  a  very  few  weeks'  service. 

Within  a  couple  of  months  the  results  of  the  labors  of  the 
National  Committee  members  to  whom  had  been  entrusted  the 
sections  of  the  country  above  named,  were  recorded  in  Miss 
Delano's  notes,  together  with  an  outline  of  her  own  coast-to- 
coast  tour  of  speech-making  before  audiences  of  nurses.  She 
wrote: 

The  response  from  various  sections  of  the  country  has 
been  most  gratifying  and  already  the  following  State  Com- 
mittees have  been  appointed  and  are  at  work  organizing  Local 
Committees:  Alassachusetts,  chairman,  Mary  M.  Riddle;  New 
York,  chairman,  Elizabeth  Dewey:  District  of  Columbia, 
chairman,  Anna  J.  (Trcenlees;  Marj'Iand,  chairman,  Mary  C. 
Parkard;  West  Virginia,  chairman,  Mrs.  H.  Camp  Louns- 
bnry;  Georgia,  chairman,  Mrs.  A.  C.  Hartridge;  Tennessee, 
cbairman,  Lena  A.  Warner;  Illinois,  chairman,  Adda  Eld- 
redge;  Michigan,  chairman,  Mrs.  L.  E.  Gretter;  Iowa,  chair- 
man, Helen  Balcom;  Louisiana,  chairman,  Emma  L.  Wall; 
California,  chairman.  Moselle  Richie;  Oregon,  chairmaa, 
Jennie  V.  Doyle;  Ohio,  chairman,  Matilda  L.  Johnson;  In- 
diana, chairman,  Elizabeth  Johnson;  Wisconsin,  chairman, 
Stella  S.  Mathews.  .  .  . 

The  following  letters  show  how  the  work  of  tying  up  State 
societies  of  nurses  with  the  Red  Cross  was  completed : 

December  2,  1910. 
General  George  H.  Torney,  Chairman, 
of  the  War  liehef  Board  of  the 
American  Red  Cross, 
Sir:— 

In  accordance  with  the  provision  of  the  By-Laws  of  the 
American  Ked  Cross,  Article  15,  paragraph  f,  page  21,  which 
reads  as  follows:  "Societies  of  Nurses.  The  Central  Commit- 
tee shall  have  authority  to  establish  a  class  of  membership  into 
which  may  be  invited  permanent  State  or  Territorial  so- 
cieties of  nurses.  When  accepted  into  membership  by  the 
Central  Committee  any  such  society  shall  be  entitled  to  dele- 
gate representation  in  the  annual  meeting  of  the  American 
Red  Cross  under  terms  and  regulation  prescribed  by  the 
Central  Committee," — I  woiild  request,  as  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Red  Cross  Xursing  Service,  that  membership 
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be  allowed  all  State  Nurses'  Associations  organized  for  the 
cnrollineDt  of  Red  Cro»s  nurses. 

If  this  suggestion  meets  with  the  approval  of  the  Central 
Committee  of  the  American  Red  Cross,  the  following  State 
Nurses'  Asetociations  would  be  eligible  for  membership: 
California;  District  of  Columbia;  Georgia;  Illinois;  Indiana; 
lova ;  Ijoui.-^iana ;  Maryland;  Massachusetts;  Michigan;  Ne- 
biBfilu;  New  Jersey;  New  York;  North  Carolina;  Ohio; 
Orcjgon;  Pennsylvania;  Tennessee;  West  Virginia;  and  Wis- 
oonsixL 

Very  respectfully, 

(Jane  A.  Delano) 
Chairman,  National  Committee  on 
Red  Cross  Nursing  Service. 

December  5,  1910. 
To  Misa  Delano: 

.  .  .  That  the  plan  in  general,  as  outlined  in  report  sub- 
mitted by  the  Chairman  of  the  Subcommittee  on  Red  Cross 
Nursing  Service,  is  approved  and  the  Chairman  is  requested 
to  transmit  the  same  to  the  Central  Committee  for  its  con- 
HidtTAtiou  ami  action. 

(signed) 

TOBNEY, 

An  example  of  the  letters  sent  throughout  the  country  ia  this 
^«ooof  Mrs.  Lounsbnry. 

The  Auerioan  National  Red  Cross 

Washington,  D.  C. 

National  Headquarters, 

Boom  341,  State,  War  and  Navy  Building 


President  Stale  Nurses  Association. 
DearM 

The  National  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service  has  been  thor- 
oughly reorganized,  and  is  now  ready  to  receive  the  names 
of  nurses  who  wish  to  be  enrolled  for  service.  The  plan  of 
the  National  Committee  is  to  enlist  the  active  sympatny  and 
oM^ratioD  of  the  presidents  of  the  State  Nurses*  Associa- 
tioos  and  through  them  to  reach  the  individual  nurses. 

You  are  cordially  invited  to  assist  in  this  great  work,  and 

to  art  as  the  distributing  center  for .     1  enclose  a 

bodclet  containing  the  rules  and  regulations  for  the  Ameri- 
can Bed  Croes  Nursing  Service,  and  sample  copies  of  the 
application  for  enrollment,  the  card  for  filing  in  Washington 


114   HISTORY  OF  AMERICAN  RED  CROSS  NURSING 


and  the  card  for  the  endorsement  of  appli<»ant8  by  State  or 

Alumnie  Society. 

Will  you  kindly  let  niG  know  if  you  will  assist  us  in  this 
great  work,  which  seeks  to  place  in  the  bauds  of  the  Re<i 
Cross  in  Washington  the  names  and  addresi^es  of  graduate 
repistrrcd  nurses,  who  can  be  called  upon  in  time  of  war  or 
national  calamity. 

Will  you  send  me  the  names  of  four  responsible  nurses  of 
who  will  assist  you,  acting  us  a  State  Committee? 

An  early  reply  will  be  much  appreciated. 
Sincerely  yours, 
(signed)  IlAitHiET  Camp  Lounsbuhy,  R  N. 

MbS.    OEOnOE   LOUKSBCBY. 

We  miist  pass  over  Miss  Delano's  trips  to  the  West  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1010^  primarily  to  inspect  the  Army  Xurse  Corps.  It  is 
more  relevant  to  give,  here,  some  glimpse  of  how  the  Red 
Croaa  cnrollniont  went  on,  as  recorded  by  Mary  A.  Clarke  in 
her  personal  recollections  of  Miss  Delano: 

On  her  return  to  Washington  about  December  1,  1910,  she 
asked  me  to  come  to  assist  her  in  the  work  of  enrollment.  .  .  . 
Miss  Delano  was  just  getting  settled  in  a  cozy  home.  .  ,  . 
She  wafi  essentially  domestic  in  her  tastes.  .  .  .  The  Ameri- 
can Kcd  CruHH  oiric*c8  were  then  in  the  State,  War  and  Navy 
Building,  but  Miss  Dclann»  expecting  to  do  her  Red  Cross 
work  before  njid  after  her  day  at  the  War  Department,  made 
her  oHice  in  her  home. 

Her  largest  room  was  fitted  up  for  Red  Cross  work.  .  .  . 
AppIicatiouB  and  letters  were  gone  over  ilaily.  A  vast  num- 
ber of  typewritten  letters  of  instructions  and^large  packets  of 
circulars  were  sent  east  and  west,  north  and  south.  .  .  .  Every 
application  was  carefully  gone  over,  first  by  me  and  then  by 
Miss  Delano.  .  .  . 

When  the  nursing  Bervlce  was  reorganized  it  was  found  that 
about  950  nurses  had  been  enrolled  under  the  old  dispensa- 
tion. Through  the  Jminuil  Miss  Delano  sought  to  locate 
them  all,  list  names  and  addresses,  number  of  their  badges, 
date  of  enrollment  and  ascertain  how  many  were  still  available 
for  service.  .  .  . 

Steadily  as  time  went  on,  qualifications  for  enrollment  be- 
come more  stringent.  Training  schools  everywhere  were 
anxious  to  come  up  to  the  requirements,  some  insisting  upon 
more  extensive  preliminary  education  on  the  part  of  their 
applicants,  others  lengthening  their  course  of  instruction,  and 
some  superintendents  adding  beds  to  the  hospital's  former 
capacity  in  order  to  meet  tlie  fifty-bed  requirement  •  .  . 
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It  was  soon  evident  that  the  more  the  enrollment  of  nurses 
waj?  restricted  the  more  eager  nurses  were  to  join.  By  July, 
1911,  applic'atians  were  coming  in  at  the  rale  of  200  a 
month.  .  .  . 

Miss  Delano  was  single  minded  in  her  determination  to  en- 
roll only  those  women  who.  in  addition  to  professional  effi- 
ciency were  well  recommended  personally  both  by  the  hospital 
auperintendent  and  the  president  of  the  nhimuae  associa- 
tion. .  .  .  She  was  tenacious  of  her  point  aa  to  the  personality 
of  the  nurse  because  she  felt  that  the  women  chosen  for  Reil 
Cross  nursing  must  be  of  such  uprightness  of  character, 
purity  of  life  and  good  judgment,  that  they  could  be  relied 
on  to  do  the  discreet  and  right  thing  wherever  placed.** 

The  home-loving  phases  of  Miss  Delano's  many-sided  per- 
ionality,  to  which  Miss  Clarke  made  reference,  were  further 
dtecribi^  by  a  dose  friend  who  later  made  her  home  with  Miss 
XMano: 

I  grew  to  love  her  dearly,  not  only  for  her  goodness  to  me 
but  liecause  of  her  personal  charm,  her  interest  in  all  that  per- 
tains to  home  life,  her  love  of  animals  and  flowers,  her  almost 
ehild-Iike  enjoyment  of  tlie  simplest  pleasures.  A  strong  sense 
of  humor  carried  her  through  many  trying  situations  and 
she  loved  both  to  hear  and  to  tell  a  good  story.  She  was 
rarely  idle,  rest  to  her  meaning  only  change  of  occupation. 
She  worked  deftly  and  swiftly,  making  every  moment  count, 
tnd  she  played,  when  not  overburdened  as  in  the  last  year, 
with  the  same  thoroughnc-^s.  An  excellent  housekeeper  in 
method?  familiar  to  New  England,  she  was  interested  in  the 
smallest  details  of  her  household.  ...  It  was  a  pleasure  to 
watch  the  motion  of  her  hands,  they  were  so  capable  and 
efficient.  She  was  very  orderly  as  to  her  belongings,  but  at 
the  same  time  delightfully  inconsistent,  for  she  would  allow 
her  fwt  dog  to  take  liberties  which  to  most  people  would  have 
been  annoying,  lie  adored  her  and  from  the  moment  her 
car  turned  into  our  street  he  was  at  the  door  with  a  rapturous 
greeting. 

She  professed  to  have  forgotten  how  to  nurse,  yet  I  shall 
never  forget  an  illness  when  she  carried  me  bodily  to  her 
home,  put  me  to  bed  and  cared  for  me  herself  with  wonderful 
tenderness,  skill  and  resourcefulness.  .  .  .'^ 

Tu  January  IHll  Miss  Delano  began  writing  the  Red  Gross 
Dcp«rtxnent  of  the  American  Journal  of  Nursing,  a  responsi- 

■  MpTit'irandum  in  Red  CroM  Archives. 
'C.  AL  Nrvin»,  American  Journal  of  Xuraing,  Vol.  19,  p.  699. 
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bility  which  she  carried  until  her  death, 
wrote: 


In  her  first  notes  she 


I 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Central  Committee  of  the  American 
Red  Cross  held  on  Monday,  Decemlier  5,  1910,  the  following 
resolution  wqk  adopted  :  fl 

That  each  State  or  Territorial  nurses'  association  organized  ™ 
for  the  enrollment  of  Ked  Cross  nurses  be  admitted  to  mera- 
berehip  in  the  American  Ked  Cross  with  the  right  to  send  a 
delegate  to  the  annual  meeting.  .  .  . 

[The  names  of  the  states  admitted  to  membership  foUowed; 
they  have  already  been  given.] 

We  will  cn)ntine  this  report  more  especially  to  the  activities 
of  the  Committee  on  Hed  Cross  Nursing  Service.  The  im- 
portance with  which  this  work  is  cnnsitlered  is  shown  by  the 
oflicial  report  of  Surgeon  General  Oeorge  H.  Toruey,"  chair- 
man of  the  War  Relief  Boarrl,  which  was  read  at  the  annual 
meeting  and   from  which  wc  quote  the  following: 

"Probably  the  most  important  accomplishment  of  the  War 
Relief  Board  during  the  year  has  been  the  organization  of 
two  departments,  the  First  Aid  Departmuiil  and  the  Nursiug 
Department.  It  was  realized  that  the  importance  of  these 
two  classes  of  work  had  become  so  great  ami  demanded  such 
close  supervision  that  it  was  essential  that  two  departments 
be  created.  The  wisdom  of  this  decision  has  been  proved 
by  the  outcome.  The  work  of  the  First  Aiil  Departujent  and 
of  the  Nursing  Department  will  be  described  by  their  re- 
spective chairmen.  I  feel,  however,  that  I  can  allude  to 
the  importance  of  the  work  of  these  departments  with  more 
grace  than  can  these  chairmen."  .  .  . 

Since  some  of  our  nurses  ran  be  relied  upon  only  for  or- 
cranization  work,  and  realizing  the  importance  of  this,  either 
in  time  of  peace  or  in  the  event  of  war,  it  was  resolved  "that 
all  nurses,  members  of  Red  Cross  Committcep,  be  asked  to 
enroll  even  though  unable  to  respond  to  a  call  for  active 
service. 


The  first  suggestion  of  Rural  Nursing  was  made  in  1910  at  the 
annual  meeting: 

A  letter  from  Miss  Wald  to  Mr.  Schiff  was  then  read  by 
tlie  chairman.  Miss  Wald  set  forth  the  needs  of  the  rural 
communities  for  nursing  and  wished  to  know  if  the  Red 
Crosa  might  not  consider  taking  up  such  a  work.  While  the 
fact  was  recognized  by  the  Committee  that  effort  should  be 
made  to  keep  up  the  interest  of  enrolled  nurses,  it  was  thought 
that  preparation  for  Mar,  and  emergency  work  in  the  form 
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of  lectures  from  army  officers,  if  possible,  and  later  perhaps, 
the  formation  of  home  nursing  classes,  were  preferable  to 
any  other  nursing  work  by  the  Ked  CroHs  at  present. 

Mrs.  Drajwr  strongly  urged  tliat  the  Red  Cros?  direct  Its 
attention  for  sonie  time  to  como  to  the  subject  of  thorough 
organization.  Mrs.  Tice  move<l  tliat  a  committee  including 
Mrs.  Draper,  Mr.  and  Mrs;.  Glenn,  and  Mias  Maxwell  be  ap- 
pointed to  confer  with  iliss  Wald.     This  was  carried. 

Mrs.  Draper  then  brought  up  the  question  of  assistance 
to  the  chairman  of  the  Kcd  Cross  Nursing  Service.  The  small 
office  of  the  superintendent  of  the  Army  Nurse  Corps  was 

rholly  inadequate  and  she  was  no  longer  able  to  do  the  con- 
itly  increasing  work  of  this  committee  unaided.     Major 

jiiTich  moved  that  the  Red  Cross  be  asked  to  appropriate  a 
sum  not  exceeding  $1200  annually  for  salary  of  a  clerk  and 
room  rent.    It  was  carried. 

A  pap<*r  was  read  at  the  same  meeting  on  the  **Cor»rdination 
of  Social  Agencies,"  by  Annie  Laws,  secretary  of  the  Cincin- 
xuti  Chapter*  Mias  Laws,  as  Miss  Wald  had  done,  brought 
larger  social  problems  forward.  She  said  among  other  sug- 
gestive things: 

rThc  question  has  arisen  in  the  minds  of  many  as  to  whether 
the  great  American  Re<l  Cross,  pledged  to  help  humanity 
in  so  many  directions,  might  not  extend  its  fostering  care, 
through  the  visiting  Red  Cross  nurses,  to  others  needing  help 
quite  as  badly  as  tuberculosis  patients,  in  some  cases  more. 
Also,  whether  the  fact  that  the  Red  Cn)s.s  with  its  insignia 
being  so  absolutely  identified  at  Christmas-time  with  a  more 
limited  organization,  and  yet  being  brought  so  prominently 
forward,  does  not  tend  to  confute  the  minds  of  many  people 
and  obscure  the  larger  significance  of  the  Red  Cross,  and 
make  it  appear  oa  an  adjunct  rather  than  as  the  great  inter- 
national and  national  emblem.  .  .  ." 

This  paper  and  Miss  Wald's  letter  contain  the  initial  sugges- 
tions of  important  subsequent  work  of  the  Red  Cross  for  public 
health  which  will  form  the  subject  of  later  chapters. 

The  year  1911  saw  the  first  movement  of  the  United  States 
troops  since  the  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service  had  come  into 
exiatencit  and  Miss  Delano  said  in  her  Journal  notes; 

All  Re<l  CrosH  nurses  will  be  interested  in  the  mobiliza- 
tion of  20,000  United  States  troops  on  the  Mexican  frontier, 

■R^rporl  of  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Red  Crosa  Kuraing  Servioe  Com- 
mitter. December  7,  1910. 
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and  over  2000  marines  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  for  never  before 
in  the  history  of  the  rountry  has  such  a  large  botly  of  sokliers 
been  brought  together  in  time  of  peace.  ,  .  .  Should  a  sud- 
den need  for  nurses  arise,  there  stand  ready  to  cooperate  with 
the  National  Committee  on  Red  Cross  Nursing  Sernce,  141 
nurses  on  24  State  Red  Cross  committeeti.  and  233  more  on 
local  committees.  These  c^jmniittees,  with  nearly  1300  en- 
rolled nurses,  are  a  guarantee  to  the  nation  that  neither  the 
stress  of  calamity  iior  the  turmoil  of  war  will  ever  again 
find  us  wholly  unprepared. 

The  National  Committee  on  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service 
has  in  contemplation  n  plan  for  providing  inhtructive  lec- 
tures to  be  given  by  medical  officers  of  the  army  to  assemblages 
of  nurses  in  different  parts  of  the  country.  Two  of  these 
have  already  been  given  by  Colonel  L.  M.  Maup.  Chief  Surgeon 
of  the  Department  of  the  Lakes;  one  in  Illinois,  the  other  in 
Wisconsin,  at  the  meeting  of  their  respective  State  associa- 
tions.** 


A  letter  to  ^frs.  Heid  from  Alis-s  Dcbino  at  this  time  gives  a 
personal  touch  to  the  activities  of  each  : 

May  I  thank  you  for  your  most  generous  contributions 
toward  the  work  of  the  National  Committee  on  Red  Cross 
Nursing  Service  and  tell  you  s^jmething  of  what  has  been  ac- 
complished during  the  past  year: —  .  .  . 

We  have  a  si>ecinl  Red  Cross  Department  in  the  Journal 
of  Nursing,  and  the  interest  shown  by  nurses  all  over  the 
country  is  most  gratifying.  We  send  to  each  nurse  enrolled 
the  usual  badge  and  an  appuintnicnt  card  like  the  enclosed, 
which  is  really  a  card  of  identification  in  case  the  badge  is 
lost.  I  am  sending  by  separate  mail  copies  of  our  various 
blanks,  which  may  be  of  some  interest. 

I  have  been  hoping  all  winter  that  we  cnuUl  arrange  for  a 
reception  for  enrolled  Kcd  Cross  nurses  in  Roston  at  the  time 
of  the  meetings  of  the  Associated  Alumnie  in  June,  and 
just  when  I  was  wondering  how  it  i-ould  be  managed  your 
contribution  came  tlirough  Mrs.  Draper.  Nothing,  1  am 
sure,  would  more  stimulate  interest  in  our  Red  Cross  work 
than  bringing  the  enrolled  nurses  together.  I  have  talked 
this  over  with  Mrs.  Draper  and  Miss  Boardman  and  they 
both  feel  sure  that  you  would  ajiprove  of  our  using  a  por- 
tion of  this  last  contribution  for  the  expeua»s  incurreil  in 
giving  lids  reception.  We  will  send  an  invitation  to  each  en- 
rolled Hed  Cross  nurse  in  the  United  States  (we  bave  now 

*^ Amrricon  Joumnt  vf  Vwrtfin^,  April,  1011,  p.  537. 
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Dearly  1600),  aud  hope  that  many  of  the  Alumnte  Associa- 
tions may  send  thorn  as  delegates  to  the  Boston  meetings. 
Mrs.  Draper,  Miss  Boardnian,  Major  Lyn<'h  of  the  Army  and 
Dr.  Elliott  of  the  Navy  have  all  promised  to  aseist  in  re- 
ceiviup,  aud  Major  Lynch  has  suggested  that  we  invite  all 
the  physicians  in  Boston  who  are  on  the  Army  Medical  Re- 
serve list. 

It  watt  Buggesteil  at  the  meeting  of  the  Associated  Alumnas 
last  year  that  it  would  he  a  groat  advantage  to  have  a  well- 
known  nurse  attend  the  various  meetings  of  State  Societies, 
Alumna?  Associations,  etc.,  and  speak  to  the  nurses  in  regard 
to  the  purposes  of  our  larger  organization,  the  educational 
value  of  the  Journal  of  Nurtnng,  and  the  responsibility  of 
individual  nureos  toward  the  Red  Cross.  We  selected  Sliss 
Isahel  Mclsaac,  for  many  years  superintendent  of  the  Illinois 
Training  School  for  Nurses,  for  this  work.  She  was  em- 
ployed for  six  months,  receiving  $100.00  a  month,  and  made 
a  complete  tour  of  the  various  states.  All  of  her  traveling 
expenses  were  met  by  the  nurses  themselves,  leaving  only  her 
italary  of  $*tOO  to  be  shared  by  the  Amcncan  Journal  of  Nurs- 
ing, the  Red  Cross  and  the  Associated  Alumnse.  Your  con- 
tribution of  last  year  made  it  possible  for  the  Red  Cross  to 
do  its  part,  and  I  feel  .sure  that  we  have  been  more  than 
repaid  by  the  interest  aroused  in  all  sections  of  the  country. 

This  is  a  hopelessly  long  letter,  but  I  am  sure  you  will  for- 
give me,  for  I  feel  that  1  must  tell  you  again  how  thankful 
we  are  for  your  interest  and  help.  To  have  your  name  on 
the  Committees  means  much,  and  1  really  want  you  to  know 
just  what  progress  wo  are  making. 
Believe  me, 

Yours  sincerely, 

(signed)  Jane  A.  Delako. 

The  Jnnc  Meeting  of  the  Associated  Alurana?  in  Boston, 
lOlly  WM  made  a  special  Itcd  Cross  nursing  event.  A  HoA 
Groas  reception  was  held  at  the  Hotel  Brunswick,  and  letters 
of  greeting  and  congratulation  were  read.     Dr.  Torney  wrote: 

War  Department, 
Office  of  the  Surgeon  General, 
Washington,  D.  C,  May  25,  1011. 
Bear  Miss  Delano: 

It  is  with  great  gratification  that  I  learn  that  nearly  2000 
nurses  ha^e  enrolled  in  the  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service.  The 
Medical  Department  always  looks  upon  these  nurses  as  its 
reserve  in  time  of  war,  and  this  large  enrollment  is  the  mos-t 
encouraging  information  I  have  received  in  a  long  time  with 
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reference  to  our  efforts  to  prepare  the  Department  for  its 
work  in  time  of  emergenry. 

I  hope  you  will  take  occasion  at  your  Boston  meeting  to 
express  my  appreciation  of  the  patriotism  shown  by  the  State 
and  Local  CommiUees  and  the  nurses  throughout  the  country 
in  respondng  to  the  call  to  join  the  Red  Cross  Nursing 
Service. 

With  a  large  enrollment  of  Red  Cross  nurses^  the  diffi- 
culties that  have  been  experionoed  by  the  Medi(^l  Depart- 
ment in  obtaining  a  suitable  nursing  service  will  be  im- 
possible in  the  future. 

)iiflB  Delano  wrote,  after  this  meeting: 

Nothing  has  so  stimulated  interest  in  the  Red  Cross  as 
the  bringing  together  of  Red  Cross  nurses  from  different  sec- 
tions of  the  country  during  the  meetings  of  the  American 
Nurses  Ai^sociation. 

In  August,  1911,  the  President  issued  a  proclamation  relat- 
ing to  the  Rod  Cross  service.    Its  text  follows : 

By  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
A  Proclamation. 

WHEREAS,  the  American  National  Red  Cross  having  been 
incorporated  by  an  act  of  Congress,  January  5,  1005,  **To 
furnish  volunteer  aid  to  the  sick  and  wounded  of  armies  in 
time  of  war,  in  accordance  witli  the  spirit  and  conditions  of 
...   the  Treaty  of  Geneva  of  August  22,  1861,"  and 

WHEREAS,  it  is  desirable  definitely  to  state  the  relations 
that  shall  exist  between  the  American  National  Red  Cross 
and  the  Military  departments  of  the  government  in  event  of 
war: 

NOW,  THEREFORE,  I,  WILLIAM  H.  TAI?T.  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  by  virtue  of  the  authority  in  me 
Tested,  do  hereby  declare  and  proclaim — 

1.  That  the  American  National  Red  Cross  is  the  only  vol- 
unteer society  now  authorized  by  this  government  to  render 
aid  to  its  land  and  naval  forces  in  time  of  war. 

2.  Tliat  any  other  society  desiring  to  render  similar  as- 
sistance can  do  so  only  through  the  American  National  Red 
Cross. 

3.  That  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  Article  10  of 
the  Internntinnal  Red  Cross  Convention  of  11*06  (revision 
of  the  Treaty  of  Geneva),  that  part  of  the  American  National 
Red  Cross  rendering  aid  to  the  land  nnd  naval  forces  will 
constitute  a  part  of  the  sanitary  serviwe  thereof. 
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4.  That  if  it  should  be  desirable  in  time  of  war,  or  when  war 
is  imniiuent,  for  the  War  DcpartniPiit  or  tho  Na\T  Depart- 
ment to  make  use  of  the  services  of  the  American  National 
Red  Cro88,  the  Secretary  of  such  Department  is  authorized 
to  communicate  with  the  Prenident  of  the  Society,  specifying 
the  character  of  the  servicen  required,  and  designating  the 
place  or  places  where  the  personnel  and  material  will  be  as- 
sembled. 

6.  That  when  any  member  of  the  American  National  Red 
Cross  reports  for  duty  with  the  land  or  naval  forces  of  the 
United  StatoiS,  pursuant  to  a  proper  call,  he  will  thereafter 
bo  subject  to  military  laws  and  regulations  as  provided  in 
Article  10,  of  the  International  Red  Cross  Convention  of 
1906,  and  will  be  provided  with  the  necessary  brassard  and 
certificate  of  identity. 

6.  That  except  in  cases  of  great  emergency  the  personnel 
of  the  American  National  Red  Cross  will  not  be  assigned  to 
duty  at  the  front,  but  will  Xm  confined  to  hospitals  in  the  home 
country,  at  the  base  of  operations,  on  hospital  ships  and  along 
lines  fif  commnnicatiou  of  the  military  and  naval  forces  of 
the  United  States. 

IN  WITNKSS  WIIKREOF  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand 
and  caused  the  seal  of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  Cit)*  of  Washington,  this  twenty-second  day  of 
August,  A.  D.  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  eleven,  and 
of  the  Independence  of  the  Unite<l  States  of  America,  the 
one  hundred  (Seal)  and  thirty -sixth. 

Wsr.  H.  Taft." 

MiBS  Delano's  notes  in  October  return  to  the  educational 
outlook: 

It  is  with  much  gratification  that  we  announce  the  forma- 
tion of  Red  Cross  Committees  in  \i\\  states  having  a  State 
Nurses*  Association  with  the  exception  of  Idaho,  Oklahoma, 
South  Carolina  and  Wyoming.  It  is  hoped  that  before  the 
next  month's  issue  of  the  JournaJ  we  may  welcome  these 
states  to  ttur  National  Branch  of  this  world-wide  work  for 
humanity.  .  .  . 

This  makes  in  all  31  State  Committees,  while  our  Local 
Committees,  with  the  addition  of  such  State  ('nmniittees  as 
are  acting  as  I»cal  Committees,  number  75,  .  .  , 

It  was  decided  that  only  those  nurses  should  be  eligible  for 
enrollment  who  are  graduates  of  training  schools  tronnected 
iritb  general  hospitals  of  at  least  fifty  beds,  unless  the  appli- 
cant has  had  subsequent  hospital  experience  or  post-graduate 

'War  UepArtmeol,  General  Orders  No.  170,  D<M!«mber  27,  1911. 
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work.  Graduates  of  training  Rhoois  connected  with  hospitala 
for  Uie  insant^  must  have  had  at  least  six  monthfi  training  in 
a  general  hospital.  .  .  . 

A  special  committee  wae  pro\ided  for,  to  outline  a  course 
of  lectures  for  enrolled  Red  Cross  Nurses.  Mary  E.  Oladwin, 
superintendent  of  the  City  Hospital,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  was 
made  chairman  of  this  committee,  with  the  privilege  of 
selecting  her  associates.  .  .  . 

Lectures  for  Bed  Cross  Ncrsks 
Object  of  Lectures 

1.  To  keep  alive  the  interest  which  already  exists,  and  to 
bring  to  the  attention  of  the  young  graduate  the  desirability 
and  importance  of  being  identified  with  the  Hed  Cross  Nurs- 
ing Service. 

2.  To  be  a  means  of  education  and  preparation  for  future 
work,  either  in  time  of  peace  or  war, 

3.  To  give  enrolled  nurses  more  knowledge  of  the  history, 
aims  and  athievemeuU  of  the  Red  Crose,  a  better  under- 
standing of  relief  problems  in  general,  and  of  the  modem 
hunuinitariau  movemeut^j  which  tK>  closely  concern  nurses. 

4.  To  furnish  a  pleasant  and  useful  pretext  for  bringing 
enrolled  nurses  together  in  localities  where  it  is  seldom  pos- 
sible to  provide  military  or  Ke<l  Cross  speakers.  To  give  to 
nurses  in  such  places  a  community  of  interests  which  shall 
make  them  more  valuable  to  the  Kcd  Cross. 

5.  To  have  these  papers  printed,  hut  not  published  until 
after  they  have  been  well  distributed  and  use<l.  To  furnish 
them  to  Local  and  State  committws.  part  of  whose  duties 
it  shall  be  to  sec  that  they  are  regularly  and  properly  used. 

SCOOESTED  OUTUNE 

I.  History  of  Relief  and  the  Red  Cross. 

(a)  Before  the  Crimea. 

(b)  Florence  Nightingale. 
iv)  Solferino  and  ITcnri  Dunitat 
(d)  Modern  Red  Cross. 

II,  San  Francisco  Disaster. 

(a)  The  Disaster. 

(b)  Immediate  Relief. 

(c)  Rehabilitation  and  Reconstruction. 
III.  The  Italian  Earthquake. 

(a)  Tlie  DisaHtcr. 

(b)  Relief  Work — Road  Making,  Shoemaking, 
etc. 
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IV.  Chineae  Famine. 

(a)  Description  of  Country  and  Cause  of 
Famine. 

(b)  Famine  Camps — Material  Used  for  Food. 

(c)  Newspaper  Criticism,  i.e..  Futility  of  Fre- 
quent Relief  Unless  vSteps  Are  Taken  To- 
wards Prevention. 

V.  Spanish-American  War. 
VI.  Military  Hospitals. 
VII.  The  l^ed  Croes  in  Other  Countries. 
VI II.  Notable  Medical  Achievements  of  U.  S.  A. 
IX.  Forest  Fires,  Mine  Disasters. 
X.  Relief  Work  for  Celebrations  and  Parades.*** 

The  f\ill  committee  on  the  lecture  course  were:  !Mary  E. 
Gladwin,  Mabel  T.  Boardman,  Major  L^iich,  Ernest  P.  Bick- 
nell  and  Miss  I>elano,  ex-otficio. 

Impiirtant  details  of  perfected  organization  were  referred  to 

Mias  Delano  in  her  report  of  1912 : 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  National  Committee,  held  in 

[[Vaishington.   December  4,  1011,  it  was  decided  that  every 

nir.se  enrolled   for  service  under  the  Red  Cross  must  be  a 

leinber  of  an   organization   attiliated   with   the   American 

ff\irse8*  Association. 

Believing  that  in  order  to  do  effective  work,  there  must  be 
coordination  of  the  varioun  Red  Cross  activities,  it  was  sug- 
gpsted  by  the  Xational  Committee  that  there  should  be  ap- 
piintod  on  the  Red  Cross  relief  committee  of  each  institutional 
meml)cr  an  eurolled  Red  Cross  nurse  to  represent  the  nursing 
service. 

In  the  notes  of  April,  1912,  there  comes  the  anticipation  of 
the  beautiful  building  in  which  the  Ked  Cross  is  now  housed; 

Mention  was  made  in  the  November  Jourmtl  of  the  proposal 
to  erect  in  the  city  of  Washington  a  national  monument  to 
the  memory  of  the  brave  women  of  the  Civil  War.  At  tlmt 
time  no  suggestions  had  been  offered  as  to  the  fonn  which 
this  memorial  should  take,  but  it  seemed  a  gracious  tribute 
to  the  work  of  women  many  of  whom  had  served  as  nurses 
during  the  four  years  of  war.  It  is  now  proposed  that  the 
monument  to  be  erected  shall  take  the  form  of  a  building 
to  he  given  as  headquarters  to  the  American  Red  Cross  in 
perpf*tuity.  It  seems  most  appropriate  that  the  humanitarian 
work  of  the  American  Red  Cross  in  all  the  years  to  come 

*Jounwl  Drpiirtnient,  October,  1911. 
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should  be  carried  on  in  a  building  commemoratiDg  the  zeal 
and  devotion  of  the  patriotic  women  who  inaugurated  the 
Sanitary  Commission,  raising  railliouK  for  relief  work  and 
who  braved  the  dangers  and  discomforts  of  fever  stricken 
camp  or  crowded  ward  to  lessen  the  suffering  of  the  sick  and 
woiinded. 

Cnn  we  wonder  that  a  memorial  to  them  has  appealed  to 
the  public  conscieniie  and  finals  favor  with  all  who  shared  in 
the  sorrow  and  anxiety  of  those  years  i' 

In  the  Bummor  of  1D12  the  Ninth  International  Red  Cross 
conference  was  held  in  Washington, — the  first  nutsido  of 
Europe.  The  sessions  wore  held  in  the  Pan-American  Build- 
ing. The  Secretary  of  State  selected  four  nurses  as  official 
delegates.  These  were:  Misses  Maxwell,  Nevins,  Mclsaac  and 
Delano.  The  Red  CVoss  Nursing  Service  committees  were  also 
represented,  for  there  were  present  Mrs.  Gretter  of  Michigan; 
Miss  Giborson  of  Pennsylvania;  Mrs.  Tupman  of  Georgia; 
^liss  Robinson  of  Illinois;  Miss  Stuff  of  Nebraska;  Miss  Rom- 
niell  of  Minnesota;  Misses  Black  and  Fletcher  of  Virginia; 
Misses  Gladwin  and  Echols  of  Ohio;  Miss  Wilkinson  of  Con- 
necticut and  Miss  Perry  of  Nortli  Can»Iina, 

At  tliat  mc?eting  the  memorial  to  Misa  Nightingale  was 
agreed  upon  of  which  Miss  Delano  wrote  in  her  August  notes: 

The  Red  Cross  societies  of  the  worhl  agreeil  to  raise  a  fund 
to  be  known  as  the  Plorenre  Nightingale  Foundation.  A  spe- 
cial committee  was  appointed  to  make  recommendations  con- 
cerning this  fund  with  Sir  John  Furley  ot  the  St  John's 
Ambulance  Association  as  chtiirman.  Miss  Boardmau  and 
MiRs  Delano  were  asked  to  serve  on  this  <'onmiittec.  It  was 
agreed  that  a  medal,  accompanied  by  a  certificate  on  vellum, 
to  l)e  called  the  Florence  Nightingale  Medal,  should  he  in- 
stituted and  that  six  sui'h  medals,  to  be  increased  to  the 
number  of  twelve  in  the  event  of  a  great  war,  sliould  Im?  avail- 
able annually:  that  tliey  sliould  be  granted  only  to  trained 
nurses  who  may  have  espci-ially  distinguiphed  themselves  by 
great  and  exceptional  devotion  to  the  sick  and  wounded  in 
peaiv  or  war.  No  country  may  propose  more  than  one  can- 
didate for  this  modal  annually.  The  final  award  is  made  by 
the  Internatioruil  Hcd  Cross  Committee  at  ticncva.  The 
awarding  of  these  medals  to  nurses  will  be  akin  to  the  be- 
stowal of  the  Victoria  Cross  to  British  soldiers  for  "bravery 
in  action**  and  will  be  the  highest  honor  which  can  be  paid 
to  any  nurse.    A  most  fitting  memorial  to  one  "who  rescued 
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from  obscurity  and  gbanio  a  noble  profession/'  may  this  Night- 
ingale Medal  prove  ever  an  incentive  to  higher  and  higher 
standards  of  duty  among  us. 

At  that  time  Miss  Delano  did  not  enlarge  upon  the  discussion 
held  over  the  Florence  Nightingale  Medal,  but  later  (1918) 
^  told  something  of  her  part  in  it,  and  as  it  illustrates  very 
interestingly  her  tact  in  meeting  the  foreign  viewpoint  in  nurs- 
ing, we  include  here  her  subsequent  narrative  of  the  difficulty 
of  limiting  a  Nightingale  Jtlcdal  to  a  nurse  trained  ou  the 
Nightingale  system: 

I  was  placed  on  n  eonimittee  to  decide  as  to  the  awarding  of 
the  Nightingale  medal  for  service  in  time  of  war;  and  I 
asjioire  you  it  was  no  easy  task  for  me  to  convini'e  the  other 
membert^  of  the  committee — (1  believe  1  was  the  only  member 
representing  this  country,  but  at  any  rate  I  w&^  the  only  one 
that  ftfwke  for  nurses  alone) — first  that  it  should  he  given 
only  for  the  artual  care  of  the  sick  and  wounded  ;  and  seeond, 
that  it  !»hould  only  be  awarded  to  women  who  could  qualify 
as  graduate  nurses.  We  were  in  session  for  part  of  two  days 
^^fore  I  convinced  them  that  I  wae  right  that  this  medal,  the 

lorence  Nightingale  Mediil,  should  be  given  to  graduate 
nurses  for  service  in  the  actual  care  of  tlie  sick  and  wounded. 
That  eliminated  absolutely  from  any  possibility  of  securing 
this  medal  women  M'ho  were  engaged  in  organization  work  in 
any  of  the  countries  of  the  world.  It  eliminated  any  woman 
who  might  contribute  large  funds  to  the  organization  of  the 
nurping  service  in  the  time  of  war.  It  pinned  the  award  of 
that  medal  down  absolutely  to  a  graduate  nurse.  At  that 
time  we  could  only  suggest  one  and  1  suggested  Mary  E. 
Gladwin,  and  I  hope  that  eventually  she  will  receive  the 
Florence  Nightingale  medal.'' 

Misa  Delano's  eflFort  iu  thus  restricting  the  medal  was  heartily 
seconded  by  Miss  BourdniaUf  who  was  fully  in  accord  with  her 


At  the  annual  meeting  of  1912  Miss  IMano,  who  had  l)een 
a  member  of  the  War  Kclief  Pioard  since  the  organization  of 
the  nursing  stTvicc,  was  a])pointed  also  a  member  of  the 
National  Relief  Board.  The  iirst  intimation  of  an  approaehing 
war  threat  is  given  in  the  committtH?  reports  of  that  meeting. 
Miw  I>elano*a  notes  contain  the  following  suggestive  paragraph: 

' Ptooeodinf^  KatioDAl  League  (or  Kursing  EducittioDj  1018,  page  Idl. 
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At  its  annual  meeting  in  1912  the  American  Medical 
A»4ociatiou  nuthorized  tlie  appointment  uf  a  ooniniittee  wliosc 
duty  it  should  be  to  confer  with  the  American  Wed  Cross  with 
a  view  to  eptablishing  a  comprehensive  system  of  cooperation 
between  the  Red  Cross  and  the  physicians  of  the  United  States. 
This  cooperation  is  expected  to  be  effective  in  providing 
prompt  nnd  micquate  metlical  and  surgical  attendance  on  the 
occurrence  of  preat  disasters  and  also  to  afford  a  reserve  upon 
which  the  Red  Cross  may  draw  for  a  medical  personnel  in 
the  event  of  war.  It  is  probable  that  a  system  of  enrollment 
will  be  adopter!  which  will  eventually  build  up  a  large  force 
of  Red  Cross  physicians  representing  eyerj'  section  of  the 
country.  The  committee  representing  the  American  Medical 
Asaxiintion  in  this  matter  consists  of  Dr.  George  M.  Kober, 
Washington,  D,  C,  chairman ;  Colonel  F.  A.  \Vinter,  of  the 
Army  Medical  Corps,  and  Surgeon  E.  M.  Blackwell  of  the 
Navy. 

The  American  Journal  of  Nursing  in  February,  1912,  made 
this  commentary  on  the  situation  indicated  in  the  sentences  just 
quoted : 

No  department  made  a  better  showing  of  work  done  during 
the  year  than  tbal  of  nursing  service  as  presented  by  Miss 
Delano.  The  medical  dopnrtnient  of  the  Ifed  Cross  is  much 
less  well  organized^  although  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
ton  has  now  taken  the  matter  in  hand  and  working  through 
a  committee  will  enroll  a  corps  of  physicians  for  Red  Cross 
service  and  to  act  as  an  army  reserve  in  time  of  war. 

In  Apri!»  1!)13,  there  recurs  in  Miss  Delano's  notes  the  in- 
timation of  impending  war.     She  wrote: 

A  special  committee  has  recently  been  appointe«3  fof  which 
Miss  Delano  was  a  member]  to  formulate  plans  for  the  or- 
ganization of  a  Red  Cross  personnel  to  l>e  called  upon  for 
service,  either  in  time  of  disaster  or  with  the  military  forces 
in  the  event  of  war.  ...  It  is  proposed  as  an  experiment  to 
organize  at  various  selected  points  hospital  columns  made  up  of 
the  following;  One  director,  three  assistant  directors,  who 
shall  be  phytiifians.  six  chief  nurses  and  forty-five  nurses. 
It  is  intended  that  these  physicians  and  nurses  shall  be  brought 
together  for  special  instruction  in  the  duties  which  would  he 
required  of  them  when  called  upon  for  service  under  the  Red 
Cross. 

It  has  been  estimated  that  in  the  event  of  war  with  a  first 
class  power  nearly  half  a  million  volunteer  troops  would  be 
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needed  at  once  and  four  tbouBand  nurses  for  the  Army  alone, 
with  an  additional  thousand  nurses  for  the  Navy.  It  is 
imp0P«ibIe  to  eetimate  the  future  (leinanda  but  with  our  ex- 
perienr-ed  comniitteeb  of  nurses  and  tlie  ever  increasing  en- 
rollment we  feel  sure  there  would  be  no  failure  on  the  part 
of  the  Nursing  Service  of  the  Red  Cross. 

From  this  time  on  there  were  changes  preparatory  to  war 
serviw.  The  National  Committee  on  Nursing  Service  had 
some  of  these  changes.    Miss  Delano's  notes  say: 

Owing  to  his  transfer  to  the  Philippines,  Major  Charles 
Lynch,  Medical  Corpf*,  U.  S.  A,j  hag  resigned  from  this  com- 
mittee and  in  his  place  Major  R.  U.  Patterson,  Medical  Corps, 
U.  S.  A.,,  has  been  appointed.  Miss  Georgia  N^evins,  who  had 
served  on  the  coramittee  since  its  creation  has  also  resigned 
and  Mrs.  Lena  S.  Higbee,  superintendent  of  the  Navy  Nurse 
Corps,  has  been  appointed  by  the  War  Relief  Board  as  her 
fuccesjior.  Mips  .Tulin  C.  Stimson  nnd  Miss  Marj*  JC.  Gladwin 
have  also  been  appointed  to  fill  vacancies  on  the  committee. 
The  full  committee  is  as  follows: 


Miss  Jane  A.  Delano,  Miss 

Chairman.  Miss 

Miss  Mabel  T.  Boardman,  Mrs. 

Mrs,  William  K.  l)r«per.  Miss 

Maj.  R.  U.  Patterson,  Miss 

Dr.  T.  W.  Richards,  Mrs. 

Dr.  Wm.  H.  Welrh,  Miss 

Mrs.  Fre<lerick  Tice,  Miss 


Emma  M.  Nichols, 
Alma  E.  Wrigley, 
Whitelaw  Reid, 
Anna  Maxwell, 
Isabel  Mclsaac, 
Lenali  Iligbee, 
^larv  K.  Ciladwin, 
Julia  S.  Stimson. 


Afl  the  enrolled  Red  Cross  nurses  form  the  reserve  of 
the  Army,'*  the  Surgeon  General  of  the  Army  has  detailed 
a  member  of  the  Army  Nurse  Corps,  Miss  Anna  Reeves,  to 
assist  in  the  record  work  of  the  Red  Cross  olTice.  This  will 
add  to  the  efficiency  of  the  service  and  give  the  chairman 
iBiore  time  for  constructive  work. 

There  has  been  a  satisfactory  increase  in  the  number  of 
enrollments,  and  even  more  discTiminaiion  and  careful  selec- 
tion of  nurses  on  the  part  of  the  Local  Conmiittees.  We  now 
have  over  4,200  enrolled  Red  Cross  nurses,  and  have  Local 

Though  in  practice  thU  had  been  accepted  for  a  long  time  the  order 
makinjr  the  Red  Cross  enrolled  nurws  the  Rewrve  Cori»B  oi  the  Army 
VufMiijj;  Service  waii  oniy  promu1>;ntp(l  in  1910  and  read«:  "The  enrolled 
burft^K  of  the  American  Red  Cross  NurBin);  Service  will  conBtilutc  the 
Reverse  of  the  Army  Nurse  Corpw.  and  in  time  of  war  or  othiT  I'mergency 
may,  with  their  own  convent,  be  ussicned  to  active  duty  in  the  military 
rflUMithment."    Manual  for  Medical  Uepartmeot,  U.  8.  Army,  1016. 
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Committees  in  practically  all  of  the  large  nursing  centers 
in  the  Unitecl  States. 

The  committees  appointed  primarily  for  the  enrollment  of 
nurses  have  responded  with  enthusiasm  to  aU  demands  made 
upon  them.  In  organizing  our  rural  nursing  service,  we  have 
sought  their  advice  and  assistance.  In  the  development  of 
our  classes  of  instruction  for  women  we  shall  rely  upon  them 
to  suggest  instructors  and  examiners  from  among  the  Red 
Cross  nurses,^" 

Early  in  1914  Miss  Delano  reported: 

Late  in  April  the  National  Committee  on  Red  Cross  Nurs- 
ing Service  was  instructed  by  the  \Var  Kelief  Board  to  com- 
municate with  all  Lot'al  ('ommittecs  asking  for  a  list  of 
nurses  available  should  it  be  necessary  to  call  on  our  Red 
Cross  personnel  for  service  in  Mexico.  The  response  was  so 
prompt  and  enthusiastic  that  we  felt  secure  in  urging  all 
nurses  not  to  begin  preparations  for  service  or  give  up  their 
present  positions  unless  delinite  instructions  were  received. 
It  seemed  wise,  however,  to  have  a  small  group  of  Red  Cross 
Dursefi  ready,  and  a  few  Local  Committees  in  nearby  cities 
were  asked  to  prepare  eligible  lists.  These  nurses  were  then 
requested  to  present  themselves  for  physical  examination,  anti- 
typhoid treatment  and  vaccination  for  smallpox. 

On  May  9,  a  call  came  from  the  Surgeon  General  of  the 
LT^nited  States  Army  for  three  Red  Cross  nurses  to  go  to  Vera 
Cruz,  and  the  following  Washington  nurses  were  selected  from 
among  those  on  the  available  list:  Kathrine  Donnelly,  Lulu 
T.  Floyd,  Nannie  B.  Hardy  and  Alice  B.  Harvey.  These 
nurses  reported  at  once  to  Ked  Cross  Headquarters,  and  in  a 
few  hours  all  necessary  preparations  for  their  departure  had 
been  made..  They  left  Washington  on  Sunday  afternoon, 
May  10,  in  charge  of  Miss  Elizabeth  Reed,  a  member  of  the 
Army  Nurse  Corps,  who  has  been  assigueil  as  chief  nurse 
for  vera  Cruz. 

A  circular  of  information  giving  definite  instructions  con- 
cerning uniforms  and  equipment  has  been  prepared  in  the 
hope  that  our  nurses  may  avoid  the  common  mistake  of  carry- 
ing useless  luggage  and  leaving  at  home  the  things  most 
needed.  A  special  field  uniform  of  blue-gray  had  been 
adonted,  of  such  material  and  style  as  to  launder  easily  and 
pacK  in  small  space,  the  cap,  collar  and  apron  of  which  can 
DC  laundered  without  starch ;  while  most  suitable  for  service 
in  a  warm  country  the  uniform  is  still  ueat  and  attractive." 

"Reports,  Nntionnl  Committise  on  Nursing  Service,  Docember,  1913. 
**  Amarioan  Red  Crog§  iiagaeine,  July,  1914. 
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This  note  of  July,  1914,  n^capitnlated  what  seemed  later  to 
have  been  a  game  of  child's  play,  faintly  foreshadowing  the 

L terror  about  to  descend  on  the  world. 
In  this  section  of  this  history  no  attempt  will  be  made  to  do 
more  than  compile  in  very  brief  form  the  share  of  the  Nursing 
Service  in  those  instances  where  nursing  was  required  to  supple- 
ment the  general  work  of  relief, 
b  The  San  Francisco  fire,  following  the  earthquake,  brought 
out  nurses  as  volunteers.  Affiliation  had  not  taken  place,  but 
there  was  a  local  Red  Cross  society,  with  a  committee  on 
nursc-s.  The  chairman  of  that  oommitteej  Mrs.  L.  L.  Duubar, 
wrote: 

There  was  no  further  need  of  the  Red  Cross  Society  in 
San  Francisco  until  lOOfi.  In  1906  when  Congress  made  the 
society  national,  an  organization  was  effected  in  San  Fran- 
cisco with  Judge  Morrow  as  president.  There  seemed  no 
hurry  and  Judge  Morrow  was  a  busy  man  and  no  committees 
were  appointed  until  April  17,  l!ti>(>,  when  a  meeting  was 
called,  and  Judge  Morrow  appointed  the  committees  on 
nurses  and  physicians.  Then  the  very  next  day  came  the 
earthquake  and  fire.  I  had  been  appointed  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  nurses,  but  I  was  out  of  the  city  at  the  time 
and  could  not  get  back  into  it  for  a  week.  Meanwhile  our 
nurses  had  responded  to  the  need,  and  though  without  or- 
ganization had  done  much.  As  soon  as  I  was  able  to  get 
back  to  the  city  and  some  organization  conld  be  effected, 
conditions  greatly  improved.** 

The  call  to  send  nurses  to  the  scenes  of  the  Mississippi  floods 
(April  1908)  has  been  mentioned  as  the  first  such  demand  that 
was  made  on  the  Washington  Headquarters  after  the  interest  of 
nurses  in  the  Red  Cross  had  led  them  to  join  local  and  state 
Red  Cross  societies  in  fairly  large  numbers.  Eighteen  nurses 
were  sent  from  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  and  District  of 
Colombia  Brandies  of  the  Red  Cross,  and  emergency  hospitals 
WCTe  established.  The  work  centered  in  Hattiesburg,  Missis- 
sippi. Half  an  hour  after  the  wire  came  to  Philadelphia,  ask- 
ing for  nurses,  the  nurses  were  on  their  way.  The  character  of 
the  Bcrvici?  rendered  is  shown  in  the  report  of  the  New  York 
Brancii,  from  which  the  following  brief  portion  of  the  narrative 
as  told  by  the  nurse  in  charge  is  taken: 

*ff««f  CroBt  Mapowmet  Januuy,  1008. 
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,  We  arriyed  in  Hattie«burg,  May  17. 

Previous  to  the  coming  of  the  Red  Cross  nursed  the  local 
relief  committees  had  sent  to  New  Orleans  for  six  Charity 
Hospital  graduates  and  were  paying  them  at  the  rate  of  $25 
per  week  for  relief  work  in  the  two  hospitals.  Three  of  these 
nurses  were  discharged  soon  after  the  arrival  of  the  first 
detachment  of  Red  Cross  nurses,  and  the  remaining  three 
after  our  arrival.    Three  of  our  nurses  were  assigned  to  night 

•  doty,  two  to  day  duty*  and  I  was  to  act  with  Major  Simpson 
and  Captain  Ashford  in  coordinating  the  food,  medical  sup* 
plies  and  repairs,  also  clothes,  equipment  and  the  names  of 
discharged  patients  who  were  entitled  to  transportation,  etc. 
.  .  .  My  duty  was  to  go  each  morning  to  the  hospitals,  army 
tents  and  Red  Cross  relief  stations;  and  collect  and  inspect 
all  requisitions,  when  needful  make  suggestions  and  eliminate 
all  requisitions  not  provided  in  the  list  of  medical  and  com- 
missary supplies  provided  by  the  Relief  Expedition.  These 
requisitions  were  then  taken  by  me  to  the  official  offices  to 
be  approved  and  signed,  then  to  the  storehoxise  to  be  filled 
and  delivered.  All  complaints  from  either  superintendenta, 
patients  or  head  nurses  regarding  supplies,  etc,  were  furnished 
me  in  written  signed  complaints,  to  be  adjusted  by  the  offi- 
cials in  whose  department  they  were.  As  the  buildings  were 
from  one-quarter  to  one-half  mile  apart  and  as  I  went  mostly 
on  foot,  my  first  week  was  a  pretty  busy  one,  until  I  had 
learned  to  systematize  my  work. 

May  29,  1908.  (signed)  Genovieva  Pkttit." 

The  Dallas  floods  occurring  in  the  summer  of  1008  created 
conditions  that  called  for  nurses.  The  service  was  supplied 
entirely  by  the  Texas  Red  Cross  State  Nursing  Committee,  Its 
preai<lent,  Mary  Shennan  Allen,  wrote  of  the  experience  that 
she  and  her  staff  had  there: 


As  many  people  in  the  larger  camps  were  sick,  from  ex- 
posure and  the  terrible  experience  they  had  passed  through^ 
some  being  days  in  tree-tops  before  resfued,  it  was  thou^t 
advisable  to  establish  emergency  hospitals  in  Oamp  Hay  and 
Camp  Ferris.  We,  therefore,  issued  a  call  for  nurses  and 
nearly  all  of  our  enrolled  nurses  responded  to  the  call,  and 

"The  American  NntionnI  Red  Cross  Society,  at  its  meeting  lield  1»«t 
Koveint>er,  dcrorntrd  Kli/4ibi>th  M.  Hewitt  and  J.  Beatrice  Itowman.  both 
o(  tho  Nurse  Corps,  Unitei!  States  Navy,  with  «  service  har  for  volunteer 
work  done  under  the  Red  Crosa  at  Hattiesburg.  Miaa..  after  the  cyclone 
of  la^t  iprinff.  The  bar  is  of  bronze  and  on  itd  face  are  the  worda, 
Hatticaburg,  1908."     American  Journci  of  Nursing,  September,  1908. 
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immediately  wo  edtabiifJied  n  Inrpe  field  eniergency  hospital, 
fully  equipped  with  drugs,  eauitary  drefisinge,  cots  for  the 
sick  and  all  appliaueeti  to  care  for  those  that  needed  the  at- 
tention of  the  Red  Cross.  Dot-tons  Sloval,  Furgesou,  Blauk 
ani3  Davis  had  diarge  of  the  medical  department;  Miss  Mary 
Ennisson,  charge  of  the  honpital  work,  and  the  ilisscB  Annie 
Swingky  and  Ailrian  Palm,  trained  Ked  Cross  nurses,  charge 
of  nurses'  department.  Our  Emergency  Hospital  stood  at  the 
head  of  a  hroad  avenue  of  tents.  The  camp  presented  a  beauti- 
ful picture  and  the  United  States  flags  and  Red  Cross  flags 
floating  at>ove  our  hospital  tents  could  be  seen  for  miles 
Around.  Sanitary  conditions  and  perfect  order  were  main- 
tftiue<l  during  the  entire  time.  Our  doctors  and  nurses  were 
kept  buf^y  caring  for  cases  of  fever  and  other  diseases  caused 
by  exposure. 

Our  doctors  and  nurses  cared  for  many  cases  of  destitution 
and  sickness  in  both  camps,  as  well  as  in  all  parts  of  the  city 
where  needed,  and  it  has  been  the  universal  expression  that 
the  prompt,  et!icient  and  systematized  work  of  the  Red  Cross 
did  much  lu  preventing  an  epidemic  of  fever.^* 

Xo  tiiirsca  were  sent  from  America  by  our  Red  Cross  at  the 
time  of  the  earthquake  in  Sicily  (1908),  but  three  or  four 
American  nurses  were  in  Italy  at  tliat  time  and  volnnteered 
ihcir  sen'ices.  It  is  interesting  to  know  that  one  of  these  was 
AiioG  Fitzgerald,  a  Johns  Hopkins  nurse,  whose  later  important 
potsition  as  chief  nurse  of  the  eommission  to  France  and  still 
ltt<*r  as  diret^tor  of  the  nursing  Service  of  the  League  of  ^ed 
Cmes  Societies,  will  be  fully  told  in  anoth(T  chapter. 

When  a  building  collapsed  in  Philadelphia,  July,  lOOO,  a 
tingle  Hcd  CVoss  nurse,  ilargaret  B.  Simon,  was  the  heroine  of 
tliia  accident,  and  for  her  work  she  was  commended  by  personal 
letters  from  the  Mayor  of  Philadelphia,  and  from  the  (then) 
Pre«ident  Taft, 

At  the  time  of  the  Cherry  Mine  disaster,  nurses,  though 
ready,  were  not  sent  by  the  Washington  i>fHce,  as  the  Visiting 
Nnrses'  Asaociation  of  Chicago  had  enough  of  its  staff  to  fill 
the  required  service. 

During  the  Mexican  l)order  disturbances  in  IDll,  the  Cen- 
tral Office  of  the  Nursing  Service  at  Washingt4>n  responded 
;tfly,  twice,  to  calls  for  nursing  aid,  once  for  Douglas, 
la,  and  nejct  from  El  Paso,  Texas.  In  tLe  former  case  the 
expected  net^essity  did  not  arise,  and  in  the  latter,  two  Ameri- 
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can  Red  Cross  nurses  bogiin  to  orgnnize  work,  whidi  was  then 
taken  over  by  the  Mexican  Red  Cross. 

When  the  Austin  Dam  broke  in  1911,  the  Red  Cross  Service 
stood  ready  to  provide  nurses,  but  they  were  not  needed,  as  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania  provided  physicians  and  nurses. 

In  the  floods  of  early  suiumer,  11)12,  Mississippi  and  Louis- 
iana being  the  chief  sufferers,  the  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service 
organized  relief  for  the  sickness  which  resulted  from  the  floods 
and  the  hot  weather.  A  staff  of  nurses  was  mustered  by  the 
Kansas  City  Local  Committee  on  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service  at 
the  request  of  the  Washington  office,  to  be  sent  to  Mississippi, 
leaving  New  Orleans  nurses  to  supply  I^uisiana.  Camps  were 
formed  for  the  refugees  and  the  nurses  were  stationed  in  these. 
Thirteen  nurses  were  assiguetl  to  duty.     Miss  Delano  wrote:*' 

In  each  case  the  response  to  our  call  was  prompt.  Too 
mmli  launot  be  said  in  praise  of  the  splendid  spirit  shown 
by  tbe  nurses. 

The  Omalia  cyclone  occurred  in  March,  1913.  In  the 
American  Bed  Croas  Magazine  for  July,  1913,  Miss  Delano 
wrote: 

Soon  after  the  April  number  of  the  Hed  Cross  Magimn$ 
went  into  print  we  were  called  upou  to  faro  a  series  of  dia- 
a»t«ra  such  as  this  country  had  never  before  experienced.  The 
elliciency  and  preparednesB  of  the  iVureing  Service  of  the  Red 
Cross  were  well  testeil  and  the  nurses  were  found  ready  to 
meet  all  the  demands  made  upon  them. 

As  soon  as  the  news  of  tlie  Onmlia  disaster  was  received 
in  Washington  communication  was  established,  through  the 
courtesy  of  tlie  t'nited  FrnsH,  with  Miss  Tiillian  B.  Stuff,  Act- 
ing Chairman  of  the  Nebraska  Committee  on  Red  Cross 
Nursing  Service,  and  authority  was  given  lier  to  call  out  Red 
Cross  nurses  and  to  organize  such  relief  as  lay  in  her  power. 
An  emergency  hospital  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  beds  was 
establishc*!  in  a  local  gymnasium  where  they  cared  for  the 
injured   and  homeless. 

Miss  Stuff,  in  her  ref>ort.,  says,  "We  did  not  wait  for  calls 
to  come  to  us,  but  made  a  house  to  house  canvans  as  nuiny 
were  huddled  together  among  neighbors  without  proper  cloth- 
ing in  which  to  appear  to  ask  for  aid.  Nor  did  wejainfine 
our  efforts  entirely  to  nursing,  but  gave  whatever  help  was 
needed." 
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A  hospital  of  one  hundred  fifty  beds  was  established  and 
eight  Red  Cross  nurses  were  continued  in  service  there  for 
some  weeks  after  the  disaster. 

Two  days  after  the  Omnha  cyclone,  vague  nimors  came  to 
us  over  press  wires  of  the  Dayton  horror.  Telegram  after 
telegram  was  sent  to  our  Local  Committees  on  Nursing 
Service  and  on  March  26  a  message  came  through  from  Cin- 
cinnati concerning  the  assignment  of  their  own  nurses  to 
duty  and  asking  that  one  hundred  additional  nurses  be  sent 
to  them  at  once  from  adjoining  cities. 

The  chairman  of  the  National  Committee  on  Red  Cross 
Nursing  Servire  and  ten  Red  Cross  nurses  left  Washington 
irith  Mi80  Boardman  on  Friday^  March  28,  at  midnight  on 
a  special  relief  train  sent  out  by  the  Washin^on  Host.  This 
train  reached  Cincinnati  Sunday  morning  and  found  the 
mopt  perfef.'t  coojieration  between  the  Local  Chapter,  nursing 
committees  and  various  relief  agencies."^ 

In  her  Annual  Report^  Miss  Delano  said: 

During  the  first  forty-eight  hours  following  the  Ohio 
flood,  which  occurred  March  25,  seventy-seven  nurses  were 
afisigned  to  duty  by  the  Cinciimati  Local  Committee,  and  in 
Tesponse  to  telegrams  sent  from  Wasluugtou  one  hundred 
and  thirty-six  nurses  from  other  cities  reached  the  flooded 
area  during  the  next  forty-eigiit  hours.  These  nurses  were 
•ent  from  Chicago,  St.  Ix)ui8,  Detroit,  Ann  Arbor,  Cleveland, 
and  Akron,  while  ten  went  from  Washington  and  Baltimore 
on  the  *'Po8t  Special"  with  llip  cliairnian  of  the  National 
Committee.  Red  Cross  nurses  were  assigned  to  the  following 
cities  in  the  fiooded  area: 

Columbus,  Dayton.  Ilamiltou^  Middleton,  West  Carrolton, 
Portsmouth,  Miamisburg,  Olcndale,  Peru,  Shawnectown, 
Catletfiburg,  Maysville,  Point  Pleasant. 

The  number  of  nurses  assigned  to  duty  at  any  one  place 
and  the  length  of  service  depended  ujion  loi.*al  itinditions. 

We  were  fortunate  in  having  an  active  Ited  Cross  Chapter  in 
Cincinnati  cooperating  with  the  Local  Coniniittcc  on  iVursing 
Service,  and  through  the  prompt  action  of  Miss  Annie  Laws, 
secretary  of  the  Chapter,  Miss  (Greenwood,  chairman  of  the 
nareing  committee,  and  Miss  Reinecke,  Rei]  CroKs  nurse  in 
cbarge  of  headquarters,  nurses  were  sent  to  the  stricken  com- 
mnnities  before  organized  relief  could  be  undertaken.  De- 
tailed reports  of  the  work  done  by  our  nurses  under  the 
auperrision  of  Miss  Mary  E.  Gladwin,  chairman  of  the  Ohio 
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State  Committee^  and  in  charge  of  the  nursing  relief  in 
Dayton;  Miss  Ella  Phillips  Crandall,  of  Teaeherg  College, 
New  York,  responsihle  for  about  tifty  inirseg  doing  sanitary 
inepec-tiou  work  under  the  direetion  of  Major  T.  L.  Rhoade, 
Medical  Corps,  I'nited  States  Army;  Mies  Mary  C.  Wheeler, 
superintendent  of  Illinois  Training  School  for  Nurses,  Chi- 
cago; Miss  Emily  McLaughlin,  superintendent,  Harper  Hos- 
pital, Detroit;  Miss  Julia  C.  Stimson,  in  charge  of  social 
service  work  in  St.  Louie,  Mo.,  Mies  Jennie  L.  Tuttle,  superin- 
tendent, Visiting  Nurse  Association,  Columbus;  Miss  Mary  B, 
Wilson,  and  Miss  Ahbie  Roberts,  of  Cincinnati,  have  already 
appeared  in  the  Hed  Cross  Magazine.  These  nurses  and 
many  others  were  relieved  from  responsible  positions,  and  in 
some  instances  subetilutes  were  employed  in  order  that 
they  might  meet  their  obligations  as  enrolled  Red  Cross 
nurses. 

In  describing  the  work  of  the  Red  Cross  nurses  in  Dayton,  Miss 
Gladwin  wrote : 

They  may  be  found  serenely  picking  their  way  aronnd 
wrecked  furniture,  Bt>ddtni  mHttrcsses,  ruins  of  porches  and 
sheds;  wearing  rubber  boots,  with  skirts  kilted  high,  wet 
nearly  to  the  uaist;  sending  sick  people  to  the  hospitals,  in- 
specting plumbing,  back  yards  and  cellars;  superintending  all 
sorts  of  work  from  feeding  the  baby  to  the  digging  of  trenches. 
Through  all  parts  of  the  flooded  city  nurses  go  on  similar 
errands,  inspecting  nearly  nine  thousand  homes  and  reporting 
conditions  found. 

Through  the  activity  of  Mrs.  H.  C.  Lounsbury,  chairman 
of  the  West  Virginia  State  Committee  on  Red  Cross  Nursing 
Service,  most  efficient  relief  was  rendered  at  Point  Pleasant, 
West  Virginia.  Mrs.  Lounsbury  and  two  other  Red  Cmss 
nurses  ^'wcnt  down  the  river  on  a  boat  loaded  with  supplies 
furnished  by  the  citizens  of  Charleston  and  the  neighboring 
towns.''  They  found  little  sickness  at  Point  Pleasant,  and 
devoted  their  efTorta  cJiicfly  to  the  distribution  of  clothing 
and  supplies  and  the  establishing  and  maintaining  of  sanitary 
conditions." 

The  nurses  were  on  duty  for  four  weeks,  and  it  is  recorded 
that  in  Dayton  alone  they  cared  for  over  two  thousand  cases  of 
illness  or  aceideut.  This  was  the  severest  test  yet  given  to  the 
Red  Cross  Nursing  Service,  and  the  way  in  which  it  was  met 
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vaa  justiiiabl^'  regarded  as  a  triumphant  proof  that  organiza- 
tion was  now  in  perfect  running  order.'' 

When  a  terriblv  destructive  fire  in  Salem  made  thousands 
of  people  homeleafl  the  Boston  Local  Committee  on  Red  Cross 
Nursing  Service  took  charge  of  nursing  relief.  Stations  were 
appointed  and  Red  Cross  nurses  assigned  to  cacli.  A  Slater- 
nitjr  Hospital  with  a  Milk  and  Baby  Hygiene  Station  was 
organized  and  a  Contagious  Hospital  established.  The  work 
of  the  nurses  was  largely  preventive  and  was  well  and  thor- 
oughly done. 

The  Easilarid  disaster  which  occurred  in  1915,  was  reported 
ffl  follows : 

On  July  24  one  of  the  large  excursion  steamers,  which  had 
been  chartered  by  the  employees  of  the  Western  Electric  Com- 
pany, overturned  just  before  the  boat  was  ready  to  leave  the 
dock.  There  were  alioiit  twentj'-five  hundred  people  on  board 
and  of  this  number  over  nine  hundre*]  lost  their  lives.  The 
accident  occurred  alx)ut  seven  o'clock  in  the  morning.  The 
chairman  of  the  Local  Committee  on  Bed  Cross  Nursing 
Service,  Miss  Minnie  Ahrens,  heard  of  the  catastrophe  on 
the  way  to  her  office  and  started  at  once  with  another  nurse 
for  the  scene  of  disaster.  She  telephoned  immediately  for 
additional  nurses,  not  only  to  headquarters  of  the  enrolled 
Red  Cross  nurses,  but  to  the  regititrar  of  the  Central  Di- 
rectory and  all  Public  Health  Xur^ing  organizations.  Nurses 
rpsi>onded  quickly  and  reported  on  arrival  to  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  for  instructions.  By  one  o'clock  at  least 
one  hundred  nurses  were  on  duty.  They  worked  in  the  pour- 
ing rain  wherever  the  rescued  were  carried,  and  many  taken 
from  the  water  before  nine  o'clock  were  resuscitated.  About 
noon  shelter  was  provided  in  the  Reed  Murdock  Wholesale 
Grocery  Building,  and  artificial  respiration,  hot  applications 
and  otner  emergency  treatments  were  continued  as  long  as 
there  was  the  HJi^htest  Iiope.  When  nothintj  more  could  be 
done  for  the  injured,  a  morgue  was  established  at  the  Second 
Regiment  Armorj'  where  relatives  could  identify  their  dead. 
Five  Red  Cross  nurses  were  assigned  to  duty  in  an  emergency 
hospital  at  the  morgue  to  give  such  care  and  comfort  as  might 
be  possible  to  those  wlio  were  bereaved.  This  emergency  hos- 
pital was  continued  with  relays  of  Red  Cross  nurses  until 

*Sae  kIho  articles  on  the  Dayton  DiHuster  in  the  Americ^in  Journal  of 
iSmnimg.  1813.  The  Re«I  Cross  in  Dnyton,  by  Mary  E.  Gladwin.  The 
Work  of  the  Cincinnati  Local  Red  Crosa  Nursing  Servii-e  C-ommittee,  by 
Umtj  IL  Qrerawood.  Report  sent  to  Mim  Delano  by  £lla  Phillips  Cran- 
teJl,  etc. 
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Wednesday,  July  28,  all  serving  gratuitously.  In  closing  her 
report  Miss  Ahrcns,  who  had  charge  of  the  work  and  who 
rendered  moyt  elllcient  service,  said:  "It  is  at  Buch  a  time 
that  we  realize  and  appreciate  the  value  of  our  Red  Cross 
Nursing  Service.  Witiiout  organization  it  would  have  been 
impossible  to  have  had  such  cooperation.** 

The  year  1917  had  n  niiTnber  of  calls  for  nurses  in  times  of 
disaster;  six  were  called  to  New  Castle  in  Indiana;  nineteen  to 
New  Albany,  Indiana;  four  to  Chester,  Pennsylvania;  eight  to 
Atlanta,  Georgia;  thirty-four  to  two  Illinois  towns;  five  to 
Hickman,  Kentucky;  three  to  a  Miasouri  town;  one  to  Spring- 
port,  Michigan;  five  to  East  St  Louis;  one  to  Clay,  Kentucky. 
The  crowning  disaster  of  1917  was  the  explosion  at  Halifax, 
Nova  Scotia. 

The  terrible  calamity  resulting  from  the  explosion  of  war 
munitions  in  the  harbor  of  Halifax,  on  the  0th  of  December, 
1917,  will  long  be  reineiubered.  Amidst  the  many  forms  of 
relief  and  succor  called  for  by  the  unparalleled  destructiveness 
of  the  disaster,  nursing  aid  was  needed.  From  this  country  a 
number  of  nurses  were  recruited  in  desperate  haste  by  Red 
Cress  committees  and  hospital  uuthoritieB  of  the  New  England 
Btatee,  as  being  the  nearest  to  the  scene. 

The  Providence  Local  Committee  on  Red  Cross  Nursing 
Service  sent  fifty  nurses  in  charge  of  Grace  L.  Mclntyre,  Chief 
Nurse;  various  hospitals  sent  physicians  and  nurses;  the  Com- 
mittee of  National  Defense  and  the  Public  Safety  Committee 
formed  units  of  physicians  who  chose  their  own  nurses,  and 
thus  the  New  England  Division  Headquarters  of  the  Red  Cross 
was  not  called  upon  to  supply  nurses. 

Miss  Delano  was  kept  informed  of  the  movements  of  nurses 
and  on  December  17  wrote  to  Elizabeth  F,  Sherman,  of  Provi- 
dence, who  had  been  prominent  in  collecting  Miss  Mclntyre's 
staff: 

December  17,  1917. 
May  I  thank  you  for  your  very  satisfactory  report  of  the 
Halifax  BctiNTties.  It  is  our  denire  that  Red  Cross  Com- 
mittees lihatl  cooperate  in  every  way  possible  in  relief  work 
of  this  kind  without  waiting  for  orders  from  Headquarters, 
aa  the  important  thing  iu  disaster  relief  is  to  meet  the  need 

"Annual  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Red  CroM  Nursing  Serviee.  1016. 
See  rIm)  tlip  R(h1  Cfftflfl.  by  Minnie  Ahrene,  American  Journal  of  Nwrmng, 
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ft8  quickly  as  possible.  I  am  more  than  glad  that  you  vere 
able  to  secure  the  nurses,  and  appreciate  greatly  your  untiring 
efforts  iu  the  matter. 

In  this  brief  sununary  of  special  emergency  nursing  episodes 
there  has  been  no  attempt  made  to  cover  purely  local,  isolated 
instances  where  Red  Cross  nurses  have  come  forward.  Nor  can 
the  numerous  list  be  included  of  such  preparations  for  nursing 
care  as  were  made,  for  instance,  at  the  time  of  the  Veterans' 
Reunion  at  Gettysburg,  and  similar  reunions ;  still  less  the  long 
list  of  such  occasions  as  might  be  covered  by  the  term  "Dress 
Parade."  For  events  of  this  kind  the  report  of  a  typical  year 
will  give  sufficient  idea,  as  follows: 


AxjnjAJL  Bjepobt,  1917. 

Relief  Actwitiet. 

Tlw  following  relief  activities  have  been  conducted  during  the  paat  year 
by  our  Local  Committees: 


Datfi 

Town  or  City 

Occasion  of  Service 

Red  Cross  Nurses 
on  Duty 

JaaoftTj  1 

Pasadena,    Calif. 

Tournament  of  Roses 

2 

March  4 

Wasbington,  D.  C. 

Inauguration 

19 

UardL6-10 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

Central  Armory 

Celebration 

10 

«       12 

New  Castle,  Ind. 

Cyclone  Disaster 

6 

10  from  Indiana 

-       23 

New  Albany 

Tornado  Disaster 

5 
4 

"  Cincinnati 
"  Kentucky 

April  10 

Chester,  Penna. 

Gddystone  Disaster 

4 

-      16  to 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Encampment,  Navy 

Hay  26 

League 

9 

May  21 

AtlanU,  Qa. 

Fire  Disaster 

8 
8 

"  Bloomington, 
111. 

-     25 

Charleston,  111. 

Cyclone  Disaster 

4 

"  Jacksonville 

Hattoon,  111. 

Cyclone  Disaster 

6 

15 

I 

"  Peoria,  111. 
"  Chicago,  in. 
"  Ft.  Wayne, 
Ind. 

-     29 

Hickman,  Kentucky 

Cyclone  Disaster 

6 

«      10 

BnxAlyn,  N.  Y. 

Unveiling  Lafayette 
Statue  by  General 
Joffre 

4 
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Date 

Town  or  City 

Occasion  of  Service 

Red  Cross  Nuraea 
OB  Duty 

May  30 

Bridgeport,  Comt. 

Memorial  Day  TSxer- 
cisea 

8 

«      31  to 

Mineral  Point,  Mo. 

Tornado  Disaster 

3 

June  30 

June  2-9 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Confederate  Reunicm 

20 

«     9 

Springport,  Mich. 

Tornado  Disaster 

1 

"      17-22 

Atlanta,  Ga. 

Rotary  Convention 

4 

"      3-6 

East  St.  Louis,  III. 

Race  Riots 

5 

July  4 

Phelps.  N.  Y. 

Military  Maneuvers 

3 

"      4 

Newport,  R.  L 

Parade 

1 

"      28  to 

Bridgeport,  Conn. 

"Lordship  Park" 

1 

Sept.  3 

August  4 

Clay,  Kentucky 

Mine  Disaster 

1 

Albany,  N.  Y. 

State  Federation  of 
Women's  Clubs 

9 

■ 

Septem- 

Grand Rapids,  Mich. 

Union  Depot  for 

2 

ber  10 

troops  passing 
through 
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The  8.  S,  ''Red  Cross"  Sail&— Paignton,  England— Pan, 
France — Kief,  Russia — (Jleiwiiz,  Germany — Koael,  Ger- 
many— Vienna,  A  uatria^  Budapest,  Hungary — Belgrade, 
Serbia — Gevgeli,  Serbia — Vvetot,  France — La  Panne,  Bel- 
gium— American.  National  Red  Cross  Ileadqitarters — Close 
of  the  Early  Foreign  Relief  Program. 
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A  WHITE  ship  banded  witli  scarlet,  with  a  Red  Cross 
flaming  on  her  funnels,  weighed  anchor  in  the  sunlit 
waters  of  the  Hudson  River  and  with  the  bells  and 
vbistlea  of  ferries  and  tug^boats,  the  salute  of  liners  and  the 
throaty  roar  of  men-o*-war  to  voice  the  God-speed  of  a  nation, 
stouned  out  to  the  gray  Atlantic,  bound  on  a  rare  mission  to 
ing  Europe.  The  day  was  September  12,  1S)14. 
AgBinst  the  lower  rail  of  this  good  ship,  the  Red  Cross,  was 
mked  a  line  of  women,  who  watched  Manhattan  fade  away 
and  knew  not  what  horror  of  war  might  l)e  theirs  before  they 
Hw  that  broken  sky-line  again.  The  white  caps,  tlie  gray  uni- 
forms, the  line  of  scarlet  as  the  fresh  sea  wind  blew  back  the 
active  Bervice  capes,  proclaimed  their  identity.  The  Red  Cross 
Xnrsixig  Service,  conceived  in  the  suffering  of  the  Civil  and 
Spaniab- American  wars,  brought  into  being  by  the  affiliation  of 
toe  American  Nurses*  Association  and  the  American  Red  Cross, 
trartnred  and  developed  through  five  years  of  intensive  organi- 
zation by  Miss  Delano  and  the  National  Committee,  faced  the 
tDO0t  formidable  test  of  its  hitherto  dormant  powers.  With  its 
present  resources  \intried,  its  potential  strength  ungucased,  it 
wu  shouldering  its  first  burden  of  neutral  humanitarian  ser- 
Tice  to  the  Allied  and  Central  Powers. 

At  e  joint  meeting  of  the  Tnteniational  and  War  Relief 
Boanb  held  on  August  5,  11)14,  the  American  Red  Cross  voted 
to  cfaarter    a   ship    to   carry   trained   personnel    and   hospital 
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supplies  to  the  countries  involved  in  the  European  War.  The 
story  of  the  immediate  consequences  of  this  action  was  told  by 
Miss  Boardman  in  the  Red  Cross  Magazine  of  October,  1914: 

A  committee  consisj^iug  of  Mr.  Bernard  N".  Baker,  of 
Baltimore;  Surgeon  General  William  C.  Gorgas,  U.  S.  A.; 
Surgeon  General  William  C.  Braisteii,  U.  8.  N. ;  &nd  Chief 
Constructor  Hichard  M.  Watt»  U.  S.  N.,  was  ap|>ointed  to 
secure  a  suitable  ship.  No  American  vessel  was  available, 
but  two  ships  were  most  generously  offered  free  of  charge  by 
the  Hamburg-American  Line  and  by  the  Austro-American 
Line.  The  committee  inspected  both  ships  and  finally  selected 
tlie  Hamburg,  of  the  former  company,  as  beet  suited  to  the 
purpose. 

By  special  Act  of  Congress  [then  in  session],  the  ship  flies 
the  American  and  Hed  Cross  HagH,  had  a  temporary  American 
registry  nnd  has  changed  her  name  to  that  of  the  Red  Cross, 
sailing  from  New  York.  According  to  the  colors  designated 
for  such  a  ship  by  the  treaty  of  The  Hague,  she  was  painted 
white  with  a  broad  red  band. 

Major  Robert  U.  Patterson,  Medical  Corps,  U.  S.  A.,  Chief 
of  the  Red  Cross  Medical  Bureau,  soon  secured  his  corps  of 
surgetms.  Miss  Delano,  chairman  of  the  National  Committee 
on  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service,  through  the  cooperation  of 
her  Local  Committees,  selected  from  among  volunteers  from 
our  five  thousand  Red  Cross  trained  nurses,  those  beet  fitted 
for  this  special  service.  [Miss  Helen  Scott  Hay  was  general 
superintendent  of  nurses  of  the  Red  Cross  Ship.] 

Admiral  Aaron  Ward,  U.  S.  N..  retired,  who  was  in  Europe, 
accepted  by  cable  the  request  that  he  take  charee  of  the 
expedition,  joining  the  ship  in  England.  Admiral  Blue,  of 
the  Navy,  lent  his  aid  to  secure  the  rest  of  the  officers.  Cap- 
tain Armigtead  Rust  took  command  of  the  ship  and  with  him 
are  associated  other  retired  officers,  Commander  E.  H.  De- 
lany.  U.  S.  N.,  as  chief  engineer;  Commander  J.  S.  Dodd- 
ridge, U.  S.  N.,  and  Lieutenant  Gilford  Darst,  U.  S.  N.;  Mr. 
Richard  D.  L.  Mohun  is  the  paymaster.  Captain  Jarka, 
superintendent  of  this  line,  gave  invaluable  service  in  the 
coaling  and  provisioning  of  the  ship.  The  painters  hung 
along  her  sides  and  busily  plied  their  brushes  the  moment 
the  coaling  was  over. 

The  S.  S.  Eed  Cross  was  loaded  from  warehouses  in  Brook- 
lyn, tlio  uso  of  which  were  donated  by  Mr.  Irving  Bush.  Colo- 
nel S.  L.  I>.  Slocura,  U.  S.  A.,  retired,  was  in  command  of  the 
loading  of  hospital  and  other  supplies.     Four  hundred  thou- 
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potuids  of  cotton,  two  huudred  and  iifty  thousand  meters 
Mf  gauxe,  &ftecD  thousand  pounds  of  bandages,  thirty  gallouB 
of  iodine^  two  thouflund  cans  of  ether,  rubl)er  j^loves,  vaseline, 
oicoa,  tobacH-o  and  othrr  comforts  and  necesBilies  for  the  care 
of  the  sick,  tilled  the  hold  of  the  liner.  Beeaiise  of  this  cargo 
becaose  of  her  passengers,  the  Red  (Jroan  rweived  the  name 

the  "Mercy  Ship"  from  the  friendly  pri'sa. 

The  profc*asional  persfuinel  of  this  relief  expedition  was 
made  up  of  ten  units,  each  c<ju»posod  of  twelve  nurses  and  three 
euTgeoiiB.  Units  A  and  B  were  assigned  to  Pau,  France ;  D  and 
F  to  Paignton,  England ;  O  and  H  to  Kief,  Russia ;  G  and  I  to 
Ocnnany:  K  to  Austria  and  E  to  Budapest,  Hungary.  A 
Serbian  unit,  of  which  Dr.  Edward  W.  Ryan  was  director  and 
Harf  E.  Gladwin,  chief  nurse,  had  proceeded  Hve  days  before 
tbr  sailijig  of  the  Mercy  Ship  on  the  merchant  liner  loannina 
bound  for  the  ilediterranean  and  Nish. 

The  auperintendent  of  nurses  of  the  S.  S.  Red  Cross  was 
nelen  Scott  Hay.  The  assignment  to  the  Mercy  Ship  which 
brings  her  for  the  first  time  into  this  history  was  in  keeping 
with  her  subsequently  romantic  and  brilliant  career  in  Red 
Croas  service.  She  was  p*aduat<^  from  Northwestern  Academy 
in  1889  and  received  her  B,L.  degree  from  Northwestern 
UnirerBity  four  years  later.  Further  theoretical  phases  of  her 
broad  education  were  completed  in  1900  at  the  University  of 
Chicago.  She  had  entered  the  Illinois  Training  School  for 
Nurses  in  1893  and  following  her  j^aduation  liecame  asaociated 
in  executive  capacities  of  varying  types  with  the  Southwestern 
Iowa  Hospital  for  the  Insane  at  Clarinda,  Iowa,  and  with 
private  sanatoria  in  Los  Angeles,  California.  She  was  super- 
iDtenilent  of  nurses  at  the  County  Institute  for  the  Insane  and 
Indigent  at  Chicago  and  later  superintendent  of  the  hospital 
tod  training  school  of  the  Pasadena  Hospital,  Pasadena,  Cali- 
fornia. Private  duty  nursing  claimed  her  attention  at  inter- 
mittent periods.  An  interesting  break  in  her  professional  career 
ia  marked  by  a  year  as  priuoipal  of  the  Savannah  High  School, 
her  native  village  in  Illinois.  She  became  superintendent  of 
ourflos  of  her  ahna  mater,  the  Illinois  Training  School,  in  l'.>0(» 
Ufl  remained  there  until  1012.  After  eighti-en  months  spent  in 
tnrel,  she  undertc>ok  the  organization  of  tiie  West  Suburban 
Hospital  and  School  for  Nurses  at  Oak  Park,  Illinois,  and  re- 
nuined  there  six  months,  resigning  to  accept  her  first  lU^d  Cross 
warm. 
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Miaa  Hay's  early  war  service  was  closely  interwoven  with  a 
project  of  uursiiig  education  which  first  linked,  the  i\iiierican 
lied  Cross  with  the  developuient  of  foreign  nursing.  Before 
the  declaration  of  war,  (jueeu  Eleanora  of  Bulgaria  had  ap- 
pealed to  National  Headquarters  for  advice  and  assistance  in 
establishing  a  training  school  for  uui'ses  in  Sofia  in  accordance 
with  American  standards.  In  the  Red  Cross  Annual  Report 
for  1914,  Miss  Delano  stated  this  prospective  plan  of  the 
kcen-visioned  Queen : 

She  wished  to  secure  an  American  superintendent  to  or- 
ganize a  training  school  and  to  send  to  America  four  Bul- 
garian young  women  of  t'ducation  and  promise  who  could 
fulfill  the  requirement*!  for  admission  to  one  of  our  best 
Bchoola  for  nurses.  Thet-e  pupils  were  to  enter  the  Presby- 
terian Hospital  School  for  Nurses  in  New  York  City.  Miss 
Helen  Scott  Hay  was  selected  by  the  Red  Cross  to  establish 
the  school  in  Bulgaria.  The  Red  Cross  agsuuied  the  re- 
sponsibility for  her  salary  for  three  years  and  she  was  to  have 
Hailed  for  Bulgaria  [August  4,  IIU  \].  The  diHlaration  of  war 
made  it  necessary  to  abandon  our  plans  temporarily,  ren- 
dering it  possible,  however,  for  us  to  assign  Miss  Hay  to 
duty  on  the  Red  Cross  Ship. 

In  organizing  the  nursing  staffs  of  the  ten  units,  iliss  Delano 
and  Miss  Hay  were  guided  in  their  assignments  by  the  princi- 
ple that  graduates  from  the  same  school  and  section  of  the 
couutrv  would  work  advantageously  together.  An  earnest  spirit 
characterized  these  surgeons  and  nurses  bound  on  their  <'ni- 
Bador's  mission  during  that  memorable  Septejul)er  of  1014.  la 
a  leading  editorial  the  American  Journal  of  Nursinrj  voiced  the 
sentiment  of  the  Red  Cross:  *'()ur  inirses  have  been  sent  not  to 
lead  others  or  to  show  how  Kcd  (^mss  work  should  1)0  dtmc,  hut 
to  supplement  the  existing  relief  work,  to  piece  in  where  there 
is  no  one  else  to  serve." 

Individualism  also  gave  way  before  the  Red  Cross  ideal  of 
neutrality.  Although  all  the  uursi's  were  native-born  citizens 
of  the  United  States^  many  of  their  namc»s  were  distinctly  con- 
tinental. After  a  tirst  momeut  of  astonishment,  they  agreed  to 
follow  the  European  custom  and  to  be  known  only  as  ''Sister 
Donna"  or  "Sister  Charlotte,"  titles  appropriate  indeed  when 
it  is  rcmeuihered  thut  the  old  Sanskrit  word  for  **sister'  meant 
"comforter," 

The  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  nurst^  sailing  on  the  Mercy 
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Ship  had  boon  assembled  through  the  Local  Committees  of 
Manhuttaii,  B<istou,  Brooklyn,  Philadelpliia,  Baltimore,  Xew 
Hampshirt*,  New  Jersey,  Kochester,  Buffalo,  Detroit,  Albany, 
Chicago.  Kansas  City,  Cincinnati,  Akron,  Clevchind,  Cohira- 
bu*,  C'ouuecficnt  and  Washington,  D.  C\  A  diary  written  dur- 
ing the  quiet  days  at  sea,  presented  a  vivid  picture  of  this 
nrift  ZDobiliKatiou : 

On  hoard  the  S.  S.  Bed  Cross, 
September  23,  1914. 

Almost  a  month  has  passed  since  a  telegram  came  from 
Miss  Delano  saying,  "Report  Wednesday  in  New  York  for 
Rwl  Cross  service  iu  Europe."  As  I  read  over  that  telegram, 
a  queer  feeling  come  into  my  thront.  Then  with  pciicil  and 
pad  I  was  soon  busy  making  out  lists  of  necetjeary  articles. 
Hurried  shopping  followed  in  the  morning.  Constant  tele- 
phone calls  from  friends  brought  varied  questions:  "Why 
■re  you  going?"  "It  wont  be  any  fun !"  "How  I  envy  you  the 
opjwrtunily  !'*  "Please  send  me  postcards  every  wnek,  won't 
you?'*  "I  have  a  cousic  in  Germany — give  her  my  love."  "Wc 
have  just  finished  a  bushel  basket  of  oandages  for  the  Allies 
we  want  you  to  take  over." 

To  imve  only  forty-eight  hours  in  which  to  adjust  your 
afTaira  and  to  get  your  mind  into  a  realization  that  all  things 
of  your  former  life  are  to  cease  and  an  entirely  new  and 
very  real  existence  is  to  begin  is  no  easy  task.  I  can  still 
h*'ar  my  mother's  "Yes,  you  should  go/'  though  the  look  in 
her  eyes  belied  her  words.  My  brother's  "Be  a  good  soldier, 
«is!"  is  all  mixed  up  with  "duffel  bags"  and  "war  zones"  and 
the  prescribed  number  of  flannel  night-gowns  to  be  taken. 

On  Wednesday  evening,  September  2,  nurses  began  to  arrive 
in  New  York  from  all  parts  of  the  country.  In  view  of  the 
fact  that  many  nurses  wore  on  their  vacations,  their  mobiliza- 
lioc  within  two  days  after  their  **travel  orders''  wore  received, 
wift  Trmarkably  swift.  They  were  entertained  at  the  Central 
CInb  for  Xurses,  54  East  34th  Street.  This  was  conveniently 
near  the  New  York  County  (Chapter,  where  they  were  equipped 
with  the  regulation  uniform  upc:tn  their  arrival.  Gray  uni- 
fonnit,  white  aprons,  caps  with  a  small  lied  Cross  in  front,  soft 
oollans,  a  navv  blue  cape  lined  with  scarlet  and  with  the  Red 
Cmw  on  the  left  side,  a  dark  blue  felt  hat,  a  water-proof  duffel 
Uig  of  brown  canvas  closed  with  a  bar  and  lock  and  conspicu- 
ouily  zruirked  with  a  Ked  Cross  encircled  by  the  words,  "Ameri- 
can Red  Crose/'  were  given  each  nurse.    The  duflFel  bags,  con- 
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tBining  three  additional  bugs,  oue  for  shoes,  one  for  lanndry  an^jl 
one  i^ontaining  scissors,  uctidlcfi,  emotion,  butt-ous  and  a  piece  of 
the  uniform  material,  were  the  only  luggage  allowed,  except  &. 
suit  case  or  hand  bag.     Gray  sweaters  wore  also  fnmishi 
Warm  storm  coats  were  later  added  to  this  equipment. 
-)live  green  blanket,  with  a  Red  Cross  woven  in  the  center  wj 
presented  to  each  member  of  the  expedition,  to  be  used  as  a 
steamer  robe  or  extra  bed  covering  in  the  hard  and  unusual 
places  of  war  where  they  soon  might  find  themselves. 

The  pli*asant  hours  on  board  the  Mercy  Ship  was  busily 
taken  up  with  classes.  The  daily  routine  resembled  more  closely 
that  of  a  training  sc^hool  than  an  ocean  voyage.  The  nurses 
breakfasted  at  eight  o'clock  and  spent  the  morning  at  lectures 
given  by  the  surgeons  on  such  subjects  as  First  Aid,  languages, 
contagious  and  infectious  diseases,  anatomy,  anaesthetics,  ban- 
daging, the  metric  system,  field  surgery  and  allied  subjects.  At 
eleven-thirty,  tliey  exercised  lu  the  g,ymuasiiinL  After  luncheon 
they  practised  nursing  te<»hnique  for  an  hour  and  a  half.  At 
four  o'clock,  tliey  attended  classes  in  French  and  German. 
They  dined  at  seven.  Prayers  were  conducted  by  Sister  Helen 
Scott  Hay  at  eight-thirty  and  the  nurses  retired  at  ten  o'clock. 

The  grim  realities  of  war  hovered  near  the  staunch  S.  S.  Bed 
Cros.'i  us  she  plowed  her  way  through  the  heav;v'  seas.  Letters 
and  diaries  of  the  nurses  recounted  the  eventful  days  in  the 
war  20DG :  i 


Monday,  September  14.  About  3  A.  M.  the  searehlightB 
of  the  British  truiser,  Exscj",  found  us.  After  our  flags  were 
run  up  and  our  illuminated  Red  Crois8  had  flashed  bank  our 
identity,  we  were  allowed  to  proceed.  As  this  is  my  first  ocean 
trip,  my  hapiuness  will  not  be  complete  until  there  are  "shots 
arrows  the  bow"  and  I  see  a  whale. 

They  found  three  utowawayu,  two  of  the  old  crew;  sighted 
four  ships,  ordinary  trading  vessels. 

Tuesday,  September  15,    Another  lesson  on  bandaging  at 
9:30,     Paf^sed  south  of  the  banks  of  Newfoundland  at  noon. 
Tlie  sea  is  still  rough,  the  sun  warm,  a  strong  wind  blowin. 
Huge  waves  come  breaking  over  the  decks.     We  are  taki 
the  eastern  course  direct. 

Wednesday,  Septeml>er  16.  A  beautiful,  warm,  bright 
morning.  They  founil  two  more  stowaways  who  looked  as  if 
they  had  been  making  their  home  in  the  coal  boxes.  Had  a 
very  interesting  talk  on  solutions,  preparations  for  aspirat- 
ing, venous  section  and  lumbar  puncture.     It  is  dark  ani 
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l^and  looks  very  much  like  rain.  The  Lusiiania  seiit 
a  wireless  at  8  P.  M.  saying  we  were  coming  to  a  storm. 
Everything  is  being  tied  fast  and  tacked  down. 

Friday,  September  18.  Such  wonderful  weather  and  the 
sick  chirping  up.  Our  clasa  this  morning  was  on  the  care 
of  the  wounded  in  the  field.  Then  in  the  afternoon  we  were 
fihowu  the  engine  room.  I  thouglit  my  time  had  surely  come; 
we  went  down,  down,  down.  It  was  the  cleanest  but  also  the 
oiliest  plui-e  that  I  had  ever  seen.  There  i-s  one  fact  which 
penetrated  my  brain  and  remained  there:  the  stokers  are  not 
UiG  miserably  unhappy  mortals  one  is  likely  to  imagine.  The 
one  1  Kaw  waa  blissfully  smoking  a  pipe  and  singing.  Then 
after  i  had  smiled  sweetly  (and  no  doubt  patronizingly), 
great  was  his  joy  when  1  put  my  hand  on  a  rod  covered  with 
tar.    He  laughed  outright  and  so  did  I. 

Monday,  September  21.  Major  Patterson  received  a  wire- 
less this  morning  from  Dr.  Ryan  of  the  Serbian  unit,  stating 
they  have  bad  bad  storms  for  five  days.  I  veally  think  we 
are  all  feeling  the  depression  of  this  awful  fog.  It  is  just 
the  feeling  that  one  would  have  after  being  put  in  a  cold 

tek  and  then  forgotten  by  the  nurse. 

Tuesday,  September  'Z2.  Another  heart-to-heart  talk  with 
our  superintendent  has  brought  home  to  us  that  neither  the 
best  bandage  nor  the  deft  handling  of  a  wound  will  win  for 
lis  a  place  among  those  we  hope  to  assist;  the  keen  ajid 
ready  sympathy  nrnt  we  show  them  will  make  or  mar  our 
mission. 

\V'e<lnesday,  September  23.  Bishops  Headlight  has  just 
blinked  a  welcome.  Land  .at  last !  One  war  vessel  at  anchor 
in  the  harbor  sent  tlie  following  message  by  wireless :  "God 
bless  you  and  good  night.** 

With  her  flags  unfurled  to  the  brilliant  glare  of  aearchlighta 
frum  land  and  from  battle  craft  in  thu  harbor,  the  S.  S.  Red 
Cross  lowered  anchor  ou  the  evening  of  September  23  in  the 
Bay  of  Falmouthj  England.  Surgeons  and  nurses  of  four  units 
were  to  leave  her  at  this  port,  D  and  F  to  report  to  the  American 
Ainbaasador  iu  London  for  assignment  to  service  wMth  the 
Britiah ;  C  and  H  to  proceed  north  by  way  of  Scotland  and 
Bveden  for  Petrr^gmd,  Russia.  The  remaining  six  units  des- 
thted  for  service  iu  France,  Germany  and  Austria  were  to 
remain  aboard  for  debarkation  at  other  porta. 

Among  the  low  hills  of  southeast  Englnud  lay  Paignton, 
Ifoe  on  October  1,  1014,  Unit  F  reported  for  duty  at  "Oldway 
Houae,**  then  a  war  hospital  for  Tommy  Atkius. 
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'*01dway  House"  was  formt^rly  the  country  estate  of  Paria 
Singer,  of  New  York,  and  had  been  loaned  by  him  for  hospital 
purposes  to  the  Committee  of  the  Amcrieau  Women's  War  Re-- 
lief  Fnnd.  This  group  of  American  women,  then  resident  in 
England,  included  among  others,  Lady  Arthur  Paget,  Lady 
Henry,  the  Duchess  of  ^larllxirou^h,  Lady  Randolph  Chnreh- 
ill,  Mrs.  Wliitehiw  Reid,  Mrs.  »lohu  Astor  and  Viseouutess 
Har«)urt.  Sir  William  Oslt^r,  Baronet,  served  as  consulting 
pliysieian  and  LienU^uant  Colonel  K.  C.  Gunning,  Royal  Army 
Medical  Corps,  as  military  commandant.  To  this  l>eautiful 
place  with  its  spacious  porks  faring  the  Ohiinnel,  its  broad 
terraces  and  columnrd  fa<;ades,  its  marble  stairways  and  tapes- 
tried walls,  came  Unit  F  with  Sister  Mak'lle  S.  Welsh,  a 
former  superintendent  of  nurses  at  Peter  Bent  Brighara  Hos- 
pital, Boston,  as  supervisor  and  Dr.  Howard  W.  Beal  of 
Worcester,  Mass.,  as  director. 

In  the  meantime,  Unit  D  with  Dr.  Robert  W.  Hinds,  of 
Buffalo,  New  York,  as  director  and  Sister  J.  Beatrice  Bow- 
man, of  the  Navy  Nurse  Corps,  as  supcr\'i9ing  nurse,  had  Ixm-u 
sent  to  the  Haslar  Royal  Naval  Hospital,  near  IWtsmouth. 
This  unit  nmained  at  Haslar  for  six  weeks  before  it  waa*] 
called  to  Paignton  to  supplement  the  staff  at  "Oldway  House." 
A  brief  description  of  the  Haslar  hospital  is  therefore  given 
before  the  work  nt  Paipiton  of  Unit  F  and  the  combined  wiirk 
of  Units  F  and  D  is  clrtailed. 

Sister  Beatrice  of  Unit  D  wrote: 

From  OHr  hotel  windows  overlooking  Falmouth  Harbor, 
we  paw  the  Channel  and  the  flfJ  Cross  as  she  steamed  out, 
and  the  S.  S.  Tfnnessft*  as  she  swung  into  her  place. 

At  ten  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  October  3,  we  started 
for  (JosiK>rt.  Kven  th«  roads  and  foliage  seemed  old-world 
and  *|imiiit.  Ijuly  Tloiham  says  that  Americans  are  not  con- 
sidered fureigners  here  and  indecfl  they  do  not  treat  us  so. 
One  wouH  think  wc  were  some  near  relative  turning  up  after 
yeJirs  of  separation. 

This  is  tile  hirpest  hospital,  naval  or  military,  in  England, 
with  a  c-a[»aoity  of  two  thousand  and  six  hundred  beds,  and  a 
possible  emer^'cncy  one  of  seven  thousnnd.  Each  of  the 
ninety-nine  wards  has  twenty-eight  to  thirty  patients. 

Picturesquely  sea-going  was  the  langiuige  at  Haslar.     The 
floor  was  '*the  deck,"  upstairs  "top-side,"  and  downstairs  "be- 
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Ww.**  The  nurses'  office  was  the  **8i8tor'8  cabin,"  the  operating 
room  •'the  theater,"  tlie  Hospital  Corps  ''the  sick  berth  staff." 
Small  wonder  that  the  American  nurses  gasped  to  bear  the 
British  Navy  Sisters  ref(»r  aoleranly  to  a  critically  ill  patient 
JS  "that  jolly  sick  man  just  gone  below!" 

But  it  was  necessary  to  supplement  the  staff  at  "Oldway 
House."  Thus  after  six  weeks  of  absorbingly  interesting  work 
at  the  Naval  Hospital,  the  order  came  for  Unit  D  to  proceed  to 
Paignton. 

The  ilutron  of  "Oldway  House,"  Gertrude  Fletcher,  was  an 
Australian  woman  whose  long  experience  during  the  Boer  War 
had  heljK'd  pn*pare  her  for  the  delicate  task  of  directing  the 
work  of  th«*  Entjlish  and  American  nurses.  When  Unit  D 
arrived  on  November  12,  they  found  that  Unit  F  had  previously 
bwn  given  the  care  of  a  ward  of  sixty-seven  beds,  one-third  of 
entire  house.  This  responsibility  was  continued,  but  shifted 
llittt  Sister  Maltclle  Welsh  of  Unit  F  i)ecame  Mutron's 
first  assistant  on  day  duty  and  Sister  Beatrice  Bowman  of  Unit 

ID  was  appointed  general  night  iratron»     Other  racuTbers  of 
Unit   D  were  assigned  to  ward,   night  and  operating  room 
duty. 
An  interesting  analysis  of  the  first  1000  cases  treated  at  the 
American  Women's  War  Hospital  at  Paignton  showed  that  445 
BMietits  were  wounded,  while  5'20  suffered  from  miscellaneous 
PJnricTS,  such  as  abrasions,  burns,  dislocations  and  contusions. 
On©    hundred    and'    seventy-nine    operations,    under    general 
amwtfaesia,  were  performed.     Of  the  restiltg  of  the  treatment, 
I        «Jj  129  of  this  first  1000  were  pronounced  "unimproved," 
523  wore  completely  cured  and  only  3  died.     "On  January  4," 
a  nnrsc  wrote,   **we  received  one  huiulred  new  eases,  coming 
4in*ct  from  the  trenches  tlirough  Boulogne.    One  young  man  hud 
kst  both  eyes;  otliers  had  terribly  frosted  feet;  two  came  in 
with  perfectly  clean  wounds,  the  first  we  have  had;  one  has 
I        et^t  biillet  wonnds  in  one  leg,  another  through  the  shoulder, 
'        tbd  a  sabre  cut  on  the  arm,  the  only  case  of  this  tvpe  in  the 
bo«>itaI," 

At  the  close  of  their  six  months'  service,  four  of  the  Ameri- 
can nurses,  including  Sister  MaWlle  Welsh,  asked  to  Vx*  re- 
li'  11  dtity  on  account  of  the  lightness  of  the  work.     In  a 

lir  _  _  J  t'/ased  Febrnarj*  23  to  ^liss  Delano,  Matron  Gertrude 
Fk»tcber  gave  a  penetrating  glimpse  of  the  two  stages  whicli 
f^WTj  nnrsc  iu  active  8er\'ice  soon  nndei^oes: 
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War  nursing  as  a  vhole  is  a  demoralizing  experience.  As 
long  us  the  work  is  hea^T,  all  is  well,  but  wheu  long  periods 
of  waiting  arrive,  even  the  most  level-headed  of  women  are 
apt  to  bei^onic  lacking  in  judgment  to  a  degree  that  astounds 
one.  The  work  begins  with  guch  stirred  up  emotions  and 
enthusiasms,  and  one  can  never  quite  tell  where  that  will  lead. 
This  is  why  I  regard  the  second  stage  of  war  nursing  as 
the  test.  I  have  gone  through  it  all  before,  so  it  becomes  like 
nursing  a  familiar  disease. 

At  Miss  Fletcher's  request,  National  Headquarters  appointed 
Sister  Ixtuise  Bennett  and  Sister  ElizalK^th  Weber  as  super- 
visors of  their  n*spective  units.  With  fifteen  English  sisters, 
seventeen  probationers  and  twenty-six  American  graduate 
nurses,  the  nursing  staff  at  "Old way  House"  had  been  experi- 
encing difficultii'S  of  seniority  and  Miss  Fletcher  felt  that  Imtter 
discipline  could  be  secured  by  having  the  remaining  Americans 
work  under  their  own  leaders  rather  than  under  British  Hurst's. 

During  the  spring,  tlic  work  grew  heavy.  Three  additional 
nurses  and  two  doctors  from  the  United  States  arrived  April  5, 
1015.  Miss  Fletcher  expressed  her  relief  in  the  following 
letter : 

The  whole  of  England  seems  to  be  preparing  for  heavy 
times  ahead,  and  nurses  apparently  are  going  to  be  difficult 
to  get.  Soldiers  and  everybody  else  can  see  no  other  possi- 
bility than  that  we  must  have  an  immense  amount  of  sidcness 
when  the  .sunnncr  Kcts  in.  The  men  say  that  even  already 
while  the  weather  is  so  cold,  tlie  odor  from  the  dead  horses 
alone  is  dreadful,  and  whenever  they  start  to  dig  a  fresh  trench 
they  come  upon  the  dead.  Therefore,  it  can  be  nothing  short 
of  a  miracle  that  will  prevent  a  summer  of  sickness  and  dis- 
ease. 

However  keen  may  have  been  the  disappointment  of  the 
American  nurses  that  they  were  not  always  busy  to  the  utmost 
capacity  of  thfir  strength,  or  however  delicate  tlie  relations  be* 
tween  probationer,  Sist<?r,  supervisor,  Matron  and  dinn-tor,  the 
work  with  Tommy  Atkins  "'imself"  was  intensely  satisfying. 
Sister  Beatrice  wrote : 

Our  patientA  had  great  fun  at  our  expense  on  Washington's 
Birthday.  One  of  our  probationers,  a  girl  from  Virginia, 
sent  to  liondon  for  some  artifu-ial  nherries  which  she  passed 
among  nil  of  us  Americans  and  which  we  wore,  greatly  to 
the  enjoyment  of  our  thirtv-two  convalescents.    WTien  I  came 
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on  duty  the  next  morning,  I  fouml  every  man  Jaek  of  them 
had  tied  about  his  neck  on  a  string*  an  apple,  or  an  orange, 
or  a  baiuuni.  When  I  aKkt^l  what  the  detorations  meant,  I 
«ra«  gr^U^  with  this  answer:  *'\VelIj  yesterday  being  George 
WafihinKtoTi's  birthday,  we  thought  we'd  celebrate  Adam^s 
and  Eve'a  today  I'' 

To  the  white  beds  filling  the  reception  halls  and  guest  rooms 
of  that  stately  palace-hospital  came  soldiers  from  the  Seven 
Seas.  Princeas  Pat's  trooper  lay  beside  "those  blaok  Gurkhas, 
a  fine  lot  of  men  they  be."  Blackwatch  and  Patriot  sunned 
ibemselves  on  the  terraces,  or  limped  through  the  gardens. 
The  patients  delighted  to  write  poems  which  they  presented 
U>  the  uursea.    Among  the  popular  subjects  was  "rrozen  Feet": 

Tingle,  tingle,  little  toes. 

Them  wotV  'ad  'em  only  knows 
Nothin'g  pleasant,  nothin's  sweet, 

*Bout  a  flair  of  frozen  feet ! 
Standin'  in  trenches  wet  an'  cold 

Is  wot 'ft  eautied  'era.  so  Tm  told. 
They   throb  all   night,  iun\   burn   all  day, 

But  are  cured  by  friends  from  U.  S.  A. 
They  work  ail  ilay  and  watrh  nM  night. 

To  do  their  bit  to  get  chaps  right. 

A  Corporal  of  the  King^s  Own  Regiment. 

Spring  came  over  the  Devonshire  hills,  bringing  splendid 
CanadiaD  tr<X)ps  to  Paignton,  some  of  them  blinded,  others 
choking  with  poison  gas,  and  the  horror  and  weariness  of  war 
IfTCw  harder  to  benn  "Wo  don't  say  much  ahout  it,"  wrote  Sis- 
ter Lotiise,  *'but  we  are  all  heartily  sick  of  this  endless  cruelty 
and  wickedness."  The  monotony  of  ten  mouths'  continuous 
duty  was  broken  by  vacations  and  short  trips  about  England. 

The  American  Ambassadors  in  the  various  belligerent  coun- 
triei  received  word  August  1  that  the  American  Red  Cross  was 
withdrawing  its  foreign  units  on  October  1,  owing  to  lack  of 
fuida.  With  a  record  of  l!)Or>  adniissious  during  the  period 
ihe  American  W<>men*8  War  Hospitjil  was  op<iruted  by  Ameri- 
mn  lU*d  Cross,  Units  F  and  D  withdrew  Septemlx^r  liO,  1915. 

Early  in  the  spring  of  19ir>,  the  American  Red  Cross  had 
usign«d  two  imits  to  the  Belgian  Government  Ui  assist  in  the 
care  of  tlieir  wounded  at  La  Panne,  Belgium.  The  personnel 
of  the  S.  S.  lifd  Cross  were  recalled  after  a  year's  foreign  ser- 
vice, but  tliefle  later  units  were  retained  in  Belgium  until  the 
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completion  of  their  entire  twelve  months'  duty.  Several  nurses 
of  the  Units  D  and  F  were  accordingly  transferred  hj  Miss 
Delano  to  La  Panne.  Five  otlier  nurses  remained  at  the  invita- 
tion of  the  British  War  Office  at  Paignton.  Other  memlHTS 
of  the  units  returned  eveutuully  to  the  United  States. 

In  a  sunny  valley  below  tlie  Pyrenees  lay  the  city  of  Pan, 
France.  The  French  units  A  and  B  of  the  Mercy  Ship  Expedi- 
tion were  detailed  for  duty  at  this  famous  winter  reaort.  Dr. 
Ke^aiold  M.  Kirby-Smith,  of  Sewanee,  Tennessee,  and  Margaret 
Lehmann,  of  Philadelphia,  were  in  charge  of  Unit  A;  Dr. 
Koades  Fayerweather,  of  Baltimore,  ilaryland,  and  Alice 
Henderson,  of  Baltimore,  were  in  charge  of  Unit  B. 

On  their  arrival,  October  3,  1914,  at  Pau,  the  American 
surgeons  and  nurses  were  greeted  by  the  mayor  and  residents  of 
the  town  and  by  many  ^Wericans  then  living  there.  "Pau  is  a 
prosperous  little  city,"  wrote  Sister  Alice  Henderson,  *'cvory 
one  aeems  quite  well-off  and  prices  on  food  and  clothing  have 
advanced  little,  if  at  all.  Were  it  not  for  the  soldiers  on  the 
streets,  one  would  never  know  that  a  war  is  raging."  Since  the 
hotels  were  all  liable  to  be  requisitioned  for  the  soldiers,  the 
Palais  d'lliver,  a  pleasure-designed  casino,  was  secured  and 
equipped  as  a  hospital 

The  Winter  Palace  had  formerly  been  the  center  of  the 
great  gayety  of  Pau  and  its  rooms  and  corridors  were  large 
enough  to  accommodate  166  patients.  In  the  center  of  the  palace 
was  a  palmariura ;  the  Americans  put  long  tables  down  the 
middle  of  the  room  between  the  palms  and  blossoming  vines 
and  the  convalescents  had  their  meals  there  in  the  wann  sun- 
shine. Every  window  of  the  Winter  Palace  commanded  a  view 
of  the  whit<*  Pyrenees  which  loomed  above  Pau. 

Although  the  nurses  were  all  American-born,  some  of  them 
had  names  of  Teutonic  origin  and  the  French  felt  and  even 
expressed  some  doubt  as  to  their  sympathies.  This  was  one  of 
the  reasons  why  the  units  were  assigned  to  southern  France, 
instead  of  to  Paris,  where  professional  nurses  were  greatly 
needed.  Paris  was  the  headquarters  for  the  Government  and 
the  Army.  During  the  first  weeks  of  their  stay  at  Pau.  the 
Americans  received  few  patients.  However,  they  scion  earned 
the  coutidence  of  the  Ineiil  nuthorities.  **We  are  not  only 
wantedt''  wrote  Sister  Eiunm,  "but  we  are  needed.  I  do  not 
think  that  we  will  be  moved  nearer  the  front,"  she  added,  "it  is 
easy  to  understand  now  why  we  were  sent  to  Pau.    As  iudlvid- 


THE  MERCY  SHIP 


161 


on  our  own  rcaourcee,  it  might  have  been  possible  for  us 

work   Bt   the   front  but  as  an  organization  representing  a 

neutral  government,  this  appears  to  be  quite  out  of  the  question." 

finally  in  the  last  day»  of  November,  nmuy  wounded  were 

to  the  Palais  d'Hiver,    Arabs,  Belgians,  Moroccans^  AJge- 

and    French    were   unloaded   from    the   hospital   trains. 

**One  has  little  idea  of  what  this  war  really  is,"  wrote  Sister 

Alice,  after  a  oouvoy  of  110  wounded  had  arrived,  *'uutil  you 

•ee  a  train  of  wounded  come  from  the  frunt,  the  men  so  dirty,  so 

t^ggsdj  so  tired^  90  sick,  yet  not  one  of  them  ready  to  admit  that 

he  Lb  cither  hungry  or  exhausted  or  that  his  wound  is  more 

than  a  scratch!'' 

Christmas  in  France  during  this  first  year  of  the  war  was  a 

of  anxiety  and  sutTering,     The  drive  on  Amiens  was  in 

;  every  province  was  sending  its  men  to  the  defense  of 

douce  trrre  de  France.     As  Pau  was  a  recruiting  center  for 

•  the  surrounding  country,  the  streets  swarmed  with  soldiers  of 
etury  class  and  type.  From  her  busy  operating-room,  Sister 
Emogene  E.  Miles  wrote  on  December  20 : 

H  This  past  week  has  been  Had.     Our  ears  are  filled  with  the 

B  eomid  of  drums,  of  bugles,  of  marching  men.     They  are 

^^^H  mohiliiting  all  the  available  recruits  for  the  January  drive, 

^^^V  ealhng  tH:>ys  eighteen  years  old,  though  volunteers  of  sixteen 

^^^B  are  accepted.     Dr.  Kirby-Sniith  was  abseut  one  day  la^t  week 

^^^K  and  he  tells  us  that  at  every  station  on  his  way  home  were 

V  mothers  briuging  their  sont^  to  the  train.    After  it  had  pulled 

I  out,  many  of  those  poor  youngsters  would  weep,  their  heads 

H  beot,  yet  unashamed. 

H  Pau  has  tremendous  barracks,  now  filled  with  men  and 

H  boys  getting  into  uniforms,  drilling  and  being  sent  off  to  the 

H  Army  at  once.     They  are  in  sore  need  of  more  men.     When 

H  the  soldiers  go  to  the  train,  their  friends  meet  at  the  barracks 

H  and  thrust  a  bouquet  into  each  gun. 

"  A  train  loaded  with  wounded  came  to  Pau  on  December  21, 
direct  from  Amiens.  Before  the  arrival  of  these  grands  blesses, 
•  notice  had  been  posted  from  the  chief  me<lical  officer  in  the 
Btparinn'nt-Baiises-Pyrenevs,  stating  that  in  future  consign- 
tacnia  all  seriously  wounded  men  were  to  be  sent  to  the  Ameri- 
can Eir«tpitaK  These  patients  had  truly  undergone  the  rigors  of 
trench  warfare.  One  man's  mud-saturated  clothes  b<ire  out  his 
itareoiKnt  that  he  had  been  standing  in  water-filled  trenches  for 
thiw  weeka.    Many  of  the  patients  coming  from  crowded  hospi- 
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tals  further  up  tho  line,  had  8h>ughing  bedsores.  A  desperate 
case  of  tetaiiMS,  which  roqniivtl  sptx-iiil  nursing  day  and  night 
for  several  works,  recovered,  to  the  vast  Kurprise  of  tlie  French. 
Although  the  First  Aid  dressings  were  uniformly  ejceellent, 
the  majority  of  the  wounds  were  badly  infected.  This  infection 
was  caused  by  mud-soaked  uniforms  full  of  bits  of  straw  touch- 
ing the  wounds  l)efon»  the  dressings  could  be  applied. 

The  hospital  at  Pau  occupied  a  geographical  position  which 
increased  the  professional  difficulties  of  the  American  units. 
Although  they  were  near  enough  to  the  front  to  receive  patients 
forty-eight  hours  after  injury,  often  with  only  First  Aid  dress- 
ings on  their  wounds,  they  were  also  far  enough  back  in  the 
eone  of  the  base  to  be  the  cynosure  of  many  tourists'  eyes. 
Sister  Alice  wrote: 

We  must  always  be  on  dress  parade.  The  scores  of  Eng- 
lish, FrcjU'h  and  American  visitors  who  come  to  visit  us 
each  week  make  it  necessary  that  we  keep  the  hospital  ready 
for  inspection  at 'any  moment.  At  the  present  time,  I  am 
satisfied  that  we  are  doing  all  that  we  cruiM  hamlle  efficiently. 
Were  we  in  some  isolated  place,  or  at  the  line,  we  could  easily 
take  care  of  many  more  patients.  As  it  is,  however,  we  seem 
to  have  made  a  lasting  impression  on  the  French  in  demon- 
strating the  value  of  trained  nursing  as  opposed  to  volunteer 
effort 

The  American  units  found  their  French  patienta  courteous, 
appreciative  and  simple,  with  the  itaivcie  of  children  of  tlit?  soil. 
Robert  Herrick,  then  American  Ambassador  to  France,  wrote 
tlmt  **the  jMipular  nickname  of  poilu,  the  unshaved,  has  uu  inti- 
mate signitieanee.  The  little  French  soldiers  are  not  parade 
soldiers,  but  cctmmon,  plain  men,  careless  of  appearance."  ^ 
BarbusHc  descrilx'd  in  I^  Feu  the  characteristics  which  so  en- 
deared their  patients  to  the  Americ4in  nurses: 

They  are  not  soldiers,  they  are  men.  They  are  not  ad- 
venturers, warriors  for  massacre,  butchers  or  driven  eattk*; 
they  are  pluughnion  and  laborers,  easily  recognized  as  such 
tinuer  their  uniforms.  They  are  up-rooted  rivilians.  In  their 
silence,  in  their  inmiobility,  in  the  masks  of  superhuman  calm 
on  their  faces,  reflection  and  fear  and  longing  are  visible. 
They  are  not  the  sort  of  heroes  they  are  popuUirly  supposed 
to  be.  but  tiieir  nacriHee  is  nobler  than  those  who  have  not 
seen  them  will  ever  \}C  able  to  divine. 
•*Po#»iM'»  rfrt  PoitUM,"  \\.  A.  Buttcrfleld,  Boston.  Mum.,  p.  3, 
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iBister  Emma  wrote  on  December  31  that  a  man  in  her  ward, 
father  of  four  babies,  had  received  not  one  word  from  his 
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fiixiee  uie  war  began.  Another  young  man>  she  wrote, 
iDemed  dazed  after  his  thirty-two  days  in  the  trenches,  where 
be  had  slept  only  in  snatohes,  always  drinking  bliu^k  coffee  to 
keep  awake.  "He  returns  very  soon.  It  is  drcndfnl  to  hear 
bim  say  with  a  ahmg  of  the  shoulders:  *Eh  hien,  1  shall  soon  be 
dead, — I  go  for  France,'  We  see  only  mourning  on  the  streets. 
The  wtimen  do  nil  the  work,  driving  oxen  and  mules,  plodding 
ihmiigli  mud  and  raiti  drawiug  loads  of  produce  to  the  city, 
delivering  bundles  of  wood  and  sweeping  the  streets.  Every 
day  more  men  go  to  the  front.''  Always  grateful,  always  re- 
spectful, always  apprctciative  of  the  slightest  attention,  never 
forpetting  their  mrrci  ht'aucoup,  never  failing  in  their  sympathy 
for  llieir  fellow  wounded,  the  French  stjldicrs  were  the  wonder 
and  iuspiratiou  of  all  comers.  Sister  Margaret  wrote:  '*It  was 
always  a  beautiful  as  well  as  a  most  touching  sight  to  watch 
the  csouvalescents  welcome  the  new  blemses.  They  hail  them 
hihiriously,  tilling  them  of  the  good  care  they  arc  to  recenve, 
assisting  us  in  making  our  French  understood  and  helping 
gcnenilly  in  making  the  newcomers  feel  comfortable  and  at 

When  a  soldier  died  at  Pan,  it  was  the  custom  for  one  surgeon 
and  two  nurses  to  attend  his  funeral.  First  marched  the 
veterans  of  the  little  city,  old  men  scarred  in  former  wars  for 
Frances  then  tlie  slow  chanting  priests,  then  the  military  escort. 
As  very  few  poUus  t'ould  be  attended  to  their  last  sleep  by  mem- 
bers of  their  immediate  familv,  the  American  doctor  and  the 
two  uurws  walked  slowly  before  the  llag-draped  casket  Sister 
Vaahti  Bartlett  wrote:  **A1I  along  tlie  way,  tlie  black  dressed 
wtutten  and  children  stood  at  attention.  Even  small  boys  of 
tve  and  six  would  drop  their  playthings  and  remove  their  caps. 
As  vns  walked  slowly  down  the  road  to  the  burial  ground,  1 
thonght  of  the  thousands  of  dead  on  the  battle  tieJds,  denied 
eron  this  last  p*w)r  lumiage," 

II  was  a  sad  day  h<»th  for  patients  and  nurses  when  a  stildier 
vas  dismissed  fnun  the  American  Hospital.  Every  one  soon 
knew  i^vvry  one  else  in  this  small  family  of  theirs.  In  a  letter 
to  Miss  Delano,  Sister  Vashti  enumerated  her  patients: 

Xo.  I  having  t)een  a  waiter  in  London,  Bpoke  English; 
No.  II,  LcH^horet:,  always  ready  to  help,  comes  from  northern 
France,  now  under  German  occupation.     When  be  was  told 
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tlint  he  must  leave  Pnu,  he  had  no  plaee  to  spentl  his  precious 
eight  davV  leave  before  returning  to  the  front.  As  Trench 
BoldicTS  receive  onl}  one  cent  a  day,  when  one's  family  could 
not  send  one  money,  c'est  dommage,  n'est-ce  past 

No.  Ill,  Chuzel,  the  hahy  of  Salle  D,  ]»oldfi  the  record  for 
having  killed  sixteen  Gernians. 

No.  V,  a  twenty-one  year  old  sergeant,  is  a  veteran  in  hos- 
pital experience.  "Yon  know.  Sister,'*  he  said  solemnly,  "to 
be  wounded  twice  means  to  be  wounded  thrice^  and  then  one 
is  killed  and  goes — who  knows  where?" 

As  the  busy  winter  months  slipped  hv  in  the  daily  routine  of 
hospital  life,  little  if  any  W(»rd  frt»m  the  other  Rod  Cross  nnits 
scattered  over  Eunipe  came  to  the  American  Hospital  at  Pan, 
A  cablegram  frnni  Major  PattorBon,  at  National  Headquarters, 
brought  in  the  latter  part  of  February,  101'),  however,  serious 
news  of  Serbian  Units  2  and  3.  A  severe  epidemic  of  typhus 
was  sweeping  Serbia.  Every  member  of  tlio  commission  at 
Gevg(?li  save  five  had  been  infected.  Until  additional  assistance 
e^nld  arrive  from  the  United  States,  would  not  one  surgeon  and 
three  nurses  from  Pau  report  immediately  at  2Cish  i 

Every  one  of  the  American  family  volunteered.  Dr.  Kirby- 
Sniith,  the  senior  director.  Sister  Margaret  Lehmann  and 
Anna  V.  Lofving,  of  Philadelphia,  and  Sister  Rebecca  Watson, 
of  Baltimore,  were  chosen  and  left  Pau  in  March  to  sail  on  the 
Calidomcn  from  Marseilles  for  their  destination  in  Serbia. 
After  their  departure,  Dr.  Roades  Fayerweather  took  charge 
of  the  Pahiis  d'lliver  as  senior  director,  with  Sister  Alice 
Henderson  as  supervising  nurse.  As  other  vacuneies  occurred, 
surgeons  and  nurses  were  assigned  to  till  them  from  Washington 
or  were  transferred  from  Paigiiton. 

With  a  rf'c^^rd  of  having  treated  598  patients  to  a  conclusion, 
the  Pnlnis  d'lliver  was  clo8i»d  on  September  l«t,  li)15.  During 
their  twelve  months  of  duty  at  the  Palais  dllivrr  more  than 
225  major,  as  well  as  innnmerable  minor  operations,  were  per- 
formed. Throughout  their  stay  at  Pan,  the  American  surgeons 
and  nurses  were  greatly  assisted  by  the  untiring  courtesy  and 
cor»peration  of  Mayor  Alfi-ed  de  Lasaence  and  his  daughter, 
Mmc.  de  Cabrolc.  Mrs.  Henry  llutton,  Mme.  dc  Arizcun  and 
Margaret  Porter,  American  women  living  in  France,  had 
charge  of  the  sewing  room  of  the  hospital  and  did  splendid 
work-  Mrs.  [>eonard  Brown,  Mrs.  Wadsworth  I^lgc^8,  Presi- 
dent of  the  Comite  dea  Dames,  Mrs.  John  Gushing  and  Mr. 
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Og^t  A.  Buckliu,  Jr.,  the  American  consul  at  Bordeaux, 
pratly  furthered  the  work  of  the  American  units  through  their 
pcrsi»nal  service  and  interest. 

Kief,  whieh  was  a  elearinp-house  for  thousands  of  Russians 
IfDunded^  is  situated  on  the  Dniejwr  River,  with  tlie  Black  Sea 
to  the  southward  and  the  Carpathian  mountains  to  the  west. 
This  RuKsiau  eity  was  the  destination  of  Units  C  and  H  of  the 
Cn)ss  Merry  Ship  Relief  Expedition. 

Uniti*  C  and  H  left  the  S.  S.  Hed  Cross  at  Falmouth  TIarhor 
for  London  on  Wednesday,  September  30,  1914,  and  started  the 

;t  day  on  their  long  journey  for  Petrograd  via  Scotland  and 
North  and  Baltic  Seas. 

When  the  crowded  little  steamship  Balder  docked  at  Gottcn- 
burg,  Swt»den,  the  Americans  were  met  with  the  cordial  welcome 
which  w«d  t<>  characterise  their  reception  all  along  the  way  to 
Kipf.  A  hrief  stay  at  Raumo,  Finland,  was  made  pleasant  by 
the  ci.>rdial  hospitality  of  the  population.  This  Finnish  village, 
then  used  as  a  p<)rt  of  landing  for  refugees,  boasted  no  hotel, 
The  women  prepared  fmKl,  however,  for  the  passengers  of  any. 
ship  which  came  to  their  wharves,  and  on  many  days  fed  more 
refugi?eB  than  the  town  had  inhabitants.  The  American  siir- 
giaonB  and  nurses  breakfasted  in  snnill  groups  at  dilferent  houses, 

A  representative  of  the  Russian  R*Ki  Cross  escorted  the  unitB 
fpoin  ilaiuno  to  Petrograd.  At  the  capital  city  of  Russia,  the 
Hooomble  Ge^jrge  T.  Marye  and  his  wife  and  Mr.  Winship  of 
tbe  American  Embassy,  acted  as  hosts.  Her  ilajcsty,  the 
Dowmger  Empress  ilarie  Feodoroma,  who  was  the  head  of  the 
RluviftQ  Red  Cross,  received  the  Americans  at  the  Illagcn  Pal- 
ace, Le«t  the  field  uui  forms  of  the  American  Red  Cross,  not 
ibon  BB  familiar  as  they  grew  to  be  in  later  years  of  the  war, 
should  fail  to  be  rt^ognized  and  the  work  of  the  units  accord- 
ingly hindered,  the  American  surgeons  were  given  high  rank  as 
medical  officers  in  the  Russian  Army  and  the  nurses  were  pre- 
acntnd  <M*rtitieate8  as  Russian  Red  Cross  Sisters. 

At  last  on  October  ^8,  Units  C  and  H  set  out  for  their  final 
destination,  Kief,  a  five  days'  trip  of  nine  hundred  miles.  The 
8p«*cial  tnxip  train  on  which  they  traveled  drew  freight  cars 
containing  furniture,  linen,  kitchen  and  laundry  supplies  for  a 
40<»-U*d  hospital  and  four  car  loads  of  American  Red  Cross 
medical  supplies  from  the  United  States. 

Dr.  William  S.  Magill  was  senior  director  of  the  Russian 

its  and  Sister  Helen  Scott  Hay  was  senior  supervisor.     Dr. 
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Phillip  Newton,  of  Washington,  D,  C.  was  director  of  Uni 
II  and  Sister  Lucy  Minnigerodc,  one  time  superintendent  o 
the  City  General  Hospital,  Savannah,  Georgia,  and  later  o: 
Columbia  Hospital  fi)r  Women  and  Children,  Washington, 
D.  C,  was  supervising  nurse.  Dr.  Edward  Egbert,  of  Wash 
ington,  D.  C,  was  director  of  Unit  C  and  Sister  Chariot 
Hurge.Hs  was  sup(^rvising  nurse. 

During  November,  the  units  set  up  an  American  Red  Croi 
hospital  in  a  wing  of  the  Polytechnic  Institute,  which  crowned 
the  crest  of  a  hill  just  outside  the  city  of  Kief.     On  the  first 
floor,    they   established    administrative   offices,    pharmacy   and^ 
living  quarters.     The  second  and  third  stories  were  utilized  ai 
operating  and  dressing  rooms  and  as  wards.     In  the  basement, 
large  rooms  were  given  over  to  the  reception  of  patients;  an 
an  efficient  system  of  baths,  which  awakened  the  interest  o 
many  other  hospitals  in    Kief,   was  set   into  operation, 
incoming  patients  received  a  bath,  a  haircut  and  a  shave  fro 
the  mniinrs  before  they  were  admitted  to  the  wards  upstairs^ 
Seriously  wounded  and  helpless  cases  were  sponged  oflf  by  th 
nurses  in  rooms  adjoining  the  main  baths. 

To  transform  this  school  info  a  hospital  ret^uired  not  onl 
equipment  but  genuine  hard  work.  The  nxiuis  where  the  wardtf 
were  established  were  large,  with  high  ceilings  and  many  win- 
dows; tlie  amount  of  scrubbing  necessary  was  consequently 
groat.  On  one  occasion  the  Red  Cross  officer  who  purchased 
supplies  for  Kief,  sighed  when  he  aaw  Sister  Helen  Scott  Hay's 
shopping  list.  "Holy  fathers!"  he  ejaculated,  "1  think  that 
Sister  Helen  actually  eats  scrub  brushes!  Tve  Iwught  about  all 
there  are  in  Kief  now!"  In  one  of  her  letters  to  iliss  Delano, 
Sister  Helen  told  to  what  use  these  articles  had  been  put:  '*I 
wish  you  might  have  seen  your  Amtrihiu  Spit  Cfstritza 
scrub!  Some  say  we  have  lost  face  thereby;  but  what  our 
twenty-four  nurses  did  to  those  dirt-littered  wards  is  a  poem 
in  itself  and  u  subject  right  worthy  for  epic  or  knighthiHid  !'' 

After  a  month  spent  in  preparation,  the  hospital  was  formally 
opened  in  DecemlHT,  11)14.  The  majority  were  sent  up  from 
the  Austrian  Front,  the  Carpaths,  as  they  called  it;  Siberians, 
Great  and  Little  Russians,  Poles,  Tartars,  Ressarabians,  Gniz- 
ins  and  Cossacks  from  the  l)on  and  from  the  Caucasus  lay  in 
the  white  cots  and  thanked  the  Amcricnn  Sisters  for  their  ser- 
vices with  simple,  courteous,  heartfelt  expressions  of  gratitude. 
Sister  Lucy  Minnigerode  wrote: 
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They  tell  us  stories  of  the  war,  but  never  speak  of  their 
cxperieDces  as  a  hardship.  One  man  described  having  been 
wounded  at  a  plaee  the  noldiers  call  ''the  niouutaiu  <if  death/' 
He  lay  araong  the  bodies  of  his  eompany  on  the  field  for  five 
Hays,  giving  himself  First  Aid,  before  the  firing  lifted 
enough  for  anyone  to  bring  him  in.  Another  owed  his  life 
to  a  peasant  woman,  to  whose  shell-ritied  hut  !ie  had  crawled. 
A  third  w&a  buried  in  a  trench  for  dea<i 
cbys  to  dig  himself  out.' 

The  American  Christmas,  with  its  carols  and  tree,  and  thir- 
teen days  later  the  Kussian  holiday,  celebrated  by  a  second  tree 
Aod  a  vaudeville  show  for  the  patients,  came  and  went  in  the 
busy  mutiue  of  hospital  life.  The  big  Polyteeiinieal  Institute 
Hospital  was  operated  under  a  nursing  schedule  of  nine  hours' 
d^y  duty  and  ten  hours'  night  duty,  of  two  weeks  duration  for 
the  American  nurses,  and  ten  days  duration  for  the  Kussian 
Sist<>rs. 

The  c»ming  oJ  many  visitors  to  the  American  Red  Crosa 
Hospital  at  Kief  made  necessary  the  same  **dress  parade  nurs- 
ing'''' as  at  the  Palais  d'Hxvtr  in  Pan.  A  large  medical  school 
nearby  sent  its  stxidents  in  groups  of  twenty  and  thirty  to  see 
the  worft  of  the  American  surgeons  and  nurses.  Visiting  Army 
officers  of  high  rank  came  to  inspect  the  institution.  One  asked 
if  the  Si&ters  were  good  to  their  patients.  A  soldier  replie<l: 
"Not  good, — do\ible  good!"  A  ranking  general  inquired  how 
■>ldiers  managed  with  nurses  who  eijuJd  not  speak  their  lan- 
l^age.  A  big  Giasack  answered  him:  **What  need  to  speak, 
Exo^llency^  They  do  everything  for  ns  without  askingl" 
8is(€r  Lucy  wrote  of  the  contidence  with  which  the  Kussians 
regarded  the  Americans: 

The  patients  themselves  were  quick  to  realize  the  difference 
in  the  nursing  service  given  them  in  the  American  and  in  the 
Russian  hospitals.  Neither  ]mtient,  sanitar  nor  TtuHsian  sis- 
ter would  have  been  willing  to  return  to  the  way  of  caring  for 
the  wounded  to  whieh  they  had  been  accustomed.  Letters 
from  ex -patients  testify  to  their  appreciation  ;  to  their  willing- 
neas  to  help  as  far  as  they  were  able;  to  their  patience  under 
terrible  suffering  and  after  months  of  extreme  hardship;  to 
their  unselfishness  with  each  other  and  their  gratitude  for 
any  service  rendered. 

•**KiptTicnwe  of  Unit  C  at  Kiel,  Russia."  I*ucy  Minnigerode:  Red  CrMS 
Dvpartmeot,  American  Journal  of  Nurnng,  Dwvm\teT,  1915,  Vol.  XVI,  p. 
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Of  course,  many  individual  cases  of  special  interest  de- 
veloped. The  top  sergeant  wlm  had  part  of  his  jaw  and  all 
of  his  tonpue  sliot  away  and  who  lingered  hetween  life  and 
death  for  many  weeks,  linally  recovered  and  remained  in  the 
hospital  to  tciich  others,  wounded  in  like  manner,  !iow  to  feed 
themselves  and  to  keep  the  mouth  properly  cleansed.  The 
first  blind  soldier,  who  with  the  aid  of  his  comrades'  direc- 
tion learneil  his  way  ahout  the  hospitnl.  taught  others,  hlinded 
like  himself,  how  to  keep  themselves  and  find  their  way  about 
without  assistance.  Courage,  endurance  and  a  blind  deter- 
mination to  get  well  were  potent  aids  toward  recovery. 

The  oTgauization  and  personnel  of  the  "units  underwent  im- 
portant changes  following  the  termination  of  the  first  six 
months  nf  aerviee.  Dr.  Magill  had  been  relieved  from  duty, 
NovemlxT  7,  1J)14,  and  the  iinita  had  been  without  the  guidance 
of  a  general  medical  director.  A  more  satisfactory  unity  of 
command  was  secured  upon  the  arrival  in  April,  1015,  of  Dr. 
H.  H.  Snively,  of  Columbus.  Ohio,  us  senior  director.  Six  of 
the  original  nursing  statf  had  left  Kief  in  March,  1015,  to 
return  to  the  United  States  and  eleven  relief  nurses  arrived  with 
Dr.  Snively.  Further  vital  changes  oceuiTed  in  June,  Sister 
Helen  Scott  Iluy  left  Kief  on  .luue  2  to  invostigatc  the  schcud 
of  nursing  project  in  Bulgaria.  Sister  Minnigi^rodo  with 
two  other  members  of  Unit  C  returned  to  the  Uuit(»d  States  in 
June  by  way  of  the  Pacific;  mines  in  the  North  Sea  and  sub- 
marine warfare  endangered  the  shorter  route.  Sisters  Char- 
lotte BurgC88»  Alma  Foerster,  Rachel  Torrance  and  Alice  Gil- 
bourne  were  transferred  from  Kief  to  the  Serbian  units. 

The  remaining  surgeons  and  nurses  settled  down  to  a  summer 
of  strenuous  activity.  Sister  Mabel  Ilich  became  su]vrvisor  of 
Unit  C,  Sister  Sophia  Kiel,  supervisor  of  Unit  IT.  The  hospi- 
tal was  increased  on  the  first  of  July  from  400  to  500  beds. 
The  anticipated  activities  ou  the  Polish  Front  did  not  take 
place,  however,  and  the  ominous  lull  gave  opportunity  for  the 
tired  surgeons  and  nurses  in  Kief  to  take  welcome  vacations. 

Of  the  aeecunpliahment  of  the  units  at  Kief,  statistics  show 
that  the  mortality  rate  of  the  American  Red  Cross  Hospital  was 
throe  and  seven  tenths  (3.7)  per  cent.*  During  the  nine  months 
in  which  this  hospital  was  maintained  under  American  manage- 
ment, 4050  cases  were  adniittc<i,  07(»  major  and  53,2;i3  minor 
operations  and  dressings  were  performed. 

'Amcricftti  Red  CroM  Anniidl  Rrport,  1015.  p.  IS. 
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Wlien  the  Ameriam  Red  Cross  recalled  its  foreign  units  in 
OctolM»r,  1015,  the  American  family  at  K'wf  separated  into 
imni]  groups,  eaoL  going  its  own  way.  Several  of  the  siirgeona 
tnd  nurses  returned  to  the  United  States.  Dr.  Phillip  Xewton 
took  charge  of  a  flying  field  hospital  in  the  Russian  Anny.  Dr. 
Snively,  with  Dr.  Brown  SrcCliutic,  Dr.  T.  Lyle  llazlett, 
Sophia  Kiel,  IL  Lee  Cromwell,  Florence  Farmer,  p]dwiua  Klee, 
Uary  llill,  Aurel  Baker,  Margaret  Pepper,  Clara  Bamdollar 
and  Eleanor  Soukup  undertook  service  with  tlie  Russian  Red 
Cro«,  They  were  sent  in  November,  1915,  to  establish  a  200- 
bed  hospital  for  Russian  soldiers  at  Khoi,  Persia.  In  this  an- 
cient city  seventy-live  miles  from  a  railroad,  with  its  narrow 
arciied  streets  and  its  curious  bazars  where  merehants,  witli 
long  beards  dyed  red,  squatted  on  rich  carpets  and  cried  their 
tmrcs^  the  Americans  set  up  a  Red  Cross  hospital.  The  build- 
ing they  used  was  a  low  adobe  structure  in  which  camel  drivers 
Ikad  housed  their  caravans.  On  February  12,  1D16,  the  -limeri- 
wms  left  Khoi  for  Kasbin,  Persia,  where  both  a  military  and  a 
Red  Croea  hospital  had  been  established.  While  here,  Sister 
Eletnor  had  a  rare  opportunity  to  leani  something  of  Persian 
customs: 

The  Pereian  house  was  a  mass  of  mud  walls  with  a  flat  roof, 
built  around  a  ciiinpound  and  surrouiirh'd  by  a  tun  foot  mud 
wall  whirh  exthnles  all  view  of  the  yard  ur  harem.  Kntrance 
»*as  through  a  strong  wooden  gate  in  (he  wall,  always  attended 
by  a  kee|>er. 

The  patient  was  placwl  upon  two  narrow  tables  in  a  damp, 
cold  room,  and  a  Ca»sarean  aection  performe<l  in  the  midst 
of  her  entire  family  and  a  mofla  who  prayed  all  the  time. 
Ah  tables,  chairs  and  beds  are  not  found  in  Persian  homes, 
when  the  operation  mus  over,  the  patient  was  put  into  a  bed 
contii^tiug  of  a  narrow  mattress  laid  upon  the  floor.  Every 
family,  whether  rich  or  poor,  possesses  many  exqiiisitf  rugs. 
Presuming  that  all  water  was  brought  from  the  well,  I 
hadn't  given  tliis  much  thought,  but  one  day  when  going  to 
the  house,  T  noticed  at  the  small  stream  running  through 
the  middle  of  tiie  street  (scarcely  wide  enough  for  a  team 
of  horses),  a  woman  washing  clothes  by  beating  them  with  a 
dub;  further  down  a  mother  was  bathing  her  cluld  and  yet 
further  on  a  young  girl  cleaning  the  head  of  a  shee]>  for  some 
future  meal.  When  I  arrived  at  my  destination,  the  serxaut 
was  dipping  up  in  an  earthen  urn  water  for  cooking  and 
drinking.  This  shows  how  rapidly  cpiiiemics  may  spread,  as 
Te  saw  later  when  cholera  broke  out. 
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We  had  another  patient,  a  Persian  woman  recently  mar- 
ried, who  had  made  an  attempt  at  suicide  bj  taking  large 
doses  of  opium  and  strychnine.  After  several  days  she  re- 
covered enough  to  tell  us  that  her  husband  whipped  her. 
She  resented  it  very  much.  He,  however,  wa.s  present  and 
said  he  heat  his  wives  once  a  nuuith  whether  they  needed  it 
or  not  just  to  show  them  their  place.  Tie  divorced  her  the 
next  day  by  commnndinf^  her  to  go  away  with  her  dowry.* 

Again  on  Mareh  24,  tho  Americana  moved,  this  time  to  a  hos- 
pital eHtablished  in  a  carpet  factory  in  Hiiinadun.  A  special 
detachment,  consisting  of  Dr.  MeClintic,  Eluuuor  Soukup  and 
a  Russian  Sister,  startetl  in  April  to  Kcrnuuishah  for  surgical 
work  at  the  front,  but  the.  advance  of  tht*  tierce  Kurds  in  .tune 
drove  them  bacJc,  after  many  adventurofl,  to  Kasbin.  The  fur- 
ther record  of  the  work  of  these  Arnerik-nH.skti  CeMriiza  in  the 
Persian  desert,  colorful,  vivid,  full  of  the  swift  dangers  and 
Butferings  of  guerrilla  warfare,  became  no  longer  that  of  an 
American  Red  Cross  unit,  but  was  merged  into  the  record  of 
splendid  achievement  of  the  many  men  and  women  who  carried 
on  individually  tlieir  service  for  the  wounded  in  the  European 
War. 

The  smoky  city  of  Gloiwitz,  situated  in  the  wealthy  province 
of  Silesia,  that  Uiick  finger  of  Prussia  which  extends  southward 
between  Austria  and  Russia,  was  the  destination  of  Unit  I. 
Unit  G,  the  second  of  the  two  detaclunents  assigned  to  Germany, 
was  destined  for  nearby  Kosel. 

The  Red  Cross  Relief  Exjx'dition  of  1914,  it  will  be  remem- 
bered, was  comprised  of  ten  units,  two  of  which  had  been 
assigned  to  each  of  the  live  belligerent  nations.  The  detach- 
ments deatined  for  England  and  Russia  had  left  the  Mercj 
Ship  at  Falmouth.  From  the  decks  of  the  S.  S.  Red  Cross  as 
she  lay  in  the  yellow  waters  of  the  Gironde  River,  France,  the 
units  destined  for  Germany  and  Austria  watched  the  surgeons 
and  nurses  disembark  for  Pan,  France,  So,  with  four  remain- 
ing uuitB,  the  lied  Cross  weighed  anchor  October  4  for  Rotter- 
dam, her  tlnal  port  of  entry.  At  last  the  Mercy  Ship  steamed 
up  tlie  Maas  River,  through  level  Holland  fields.  The  Ameri- 
can nurses  as  they  leaned  along  the  rail,  exclaimed  witli  pleasure 
at  the  picturewjiie  s^'cne,  tl»e  windmills  and  the  childnni  who 
clatti^red  along  thir  banks  in  their  wooden  shoes  pointing  with 
deliglit  to  the  great  Ri'd  CVrtts  on  the  ahip^s  white  sides. 

•"With  tht*  RuMftinnn  in  I'lTflin,"  Ki**nnor  Soukiip  Mi-Clintif,  Hmrrtcxin 
Journal  of  Svraing,  Vf»l.  XVIM.  j)«uf  SI». 
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The  four  units  were  formally  welcomed  at  Rotterdam,  Octo- 
bcT  10,  by  the  Prince  Consort,  president  of  the  Dutch  Red 
Cross,  Dr.  Henrv  van  Dyke,  American  Ambassador,  and  the 
German  and  Austriau  ministers  at  The  llague  paid  visits. 
Sister  Anna  Reutiuger  wrote  of  the  refugees  pouring  down 
trrufis  the  frontier  into  Holland  a  few  hours  before  the  fall  of 
Antwerp : 

From  painting  and  histories  we  had  visualized  war  as  a 
tniggk'  between  manly  foes,  both  victors  and  vaiujuished  dis- 
playing heroic  qualities  that  stimulated  the  imagination  and 
mt  the  blood  coursing  rapidly  through  the  veins.    That  was 
the  false  and  artificial  glory  of  war.    Now  we  began  to  see  its 
real,   ugl^j  hideous   features.      Here   were  aged   men   driven 
from  their  country,  their  faces  reflecting  their  misery  and 
deepftir;  here  were  desolate  women  whose  fathers,  husbands, 
fions  and  brothers  were  held  as  hostages  or  shot  as  suspects  by 
a  relentless  conqueror;  here  were  children  emaciated,  gaunt 
and  hungry, — all  homeless  outcasta. 

Under  the  personal  guidance  of  Count  Helie  de  Talleyrand- 
Perigord  and  of  Baron  Goldschmidt  RothscbUd,  the  four  units 
led  October  10,  1014,  for  Berlin.  There  Units  I  and  G 
company  witli  the  Austrian  units  and  started  on  their 
trip  acrr>ss  Germany  to  Oleiwitz. 

At  noon  of  Octtdxr  17,  the  long  supply  train  earrving  the 
Red  CrDSS  siirgwnis  and  nurses  pulled  into  the  grimy  stntinn  of 
Glciwitz.  As  they  had  nt'Hrcd  tlu-ir  destiiiHtion,  tin*  iiursi*a  had 
eJU-laimed  at  the  smoke  and  coal-dust  which  hung  in  a  blue  haze 
over  the  pine  and  birch  forests  of  the  heavily-wooded  country- 
side; and  now  that  they  arrived,  they  looked  about  with  curious, 
delighto«l  ryes  on  this  busy  city  of  70,000,  the  center  of  the 
rich  mining  and  manufacturing  interests  of  southern  Prussia. 
Here  Unit  G  left  Unit  I  and  proceeded  forty  miles  further  to 
Koael. 

The  proverbial  German  system  was  at  once  in  evidence  at 
^teiwitz;  the  Americans  were  immediately  escorted  on  an  in- 
rtiou  tour  of  the  public  buildings  available  for  hospital  pur- 
The   military*   authorities   allowed   die   Americans   to 
the  JocHtion  of  their  future  Lazaret.     The  city  theater, 
could  accommodate  sixty-two  patients  in  the  downstairs 
)y  and  sixteen  in  an  upper  reception  room,  seemed  to  con- 
the  best  poaaibilitiea  for  development  and  was  taken  over 
by  the  unit* 
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Unit  I  went  on  duty  October  18.    Dr.  Charles  H.  Sandei 
of  Calvert,  Texas,  was  director  and  Sister  Anna  L.  Ueutiiifr** 
formerly  Directress  of  Nurses,  L>nng-in  Hospital,  New  Yorl 
City,  was  supervisor.     Sister  Donna  Burgar  described  her  h 
pressions  of  that  tirst  morning  in  the  wards: 

The  theater  was  a  living  pieture  of  the  tragedy  of  wi 
The  stage,  the  hoxcs  and  the  gnllerios  were  there  jnst  as  yoi 
would  see  them  in  any  theater  at  any  time,  but  there  were  noj 
chairs  nor  seats  fur  patrons.  In  their  places  stood  low  slatted 
iron  beds  covered  with  straw  ticks,  a  single  straw  pillow  and 
a  blue  checked  IkmI  cover.  Nearby  stood  plain  piiio  tables,  one 
for  every  two  beds,  in  whir-h  the  last  bare  necessities  of  nmiii- 
taiuing  life  of  itian  were  kept;  the  dark  bread,  the  daily  al- 
lowauee  of  butter,  the  knife,  fork,  spoon,  tobacco,  soap,  pocket 
comb  and  an  oerasioiml  toothbrush  and  always  a  much  won 
picture  of  the  wife,  the  children  or  sweetlieart.  .  .  . 

If  we  did  not  see  orchestra  chairs,  neither  did  we  see  th< 
ordinary  theater-goers,  dressed  comfortably  and  well,  intenl 
on  pleasure,  with  laughter  in  their  faces  and  joy  in  tlieir  voices. 
In  their  place  we  saw  many  weary  soldiers  in  worn,  mud-] 
stained,  torn  uniforms,  with  dark  dried  blood  stains  tellinj 
the  tale  of  wounds  of  hours  and  daj's  before.' 

Within  a  few  days  Unit  T  had  an  opportunity  to  witness  tin 
remarkably  swift  and  thorough  "turn-over"  of  patients  which 
characterized  the  entire  German  sanitary  service.  Sister  Anna 
Reutiuger  de8<Tibed  it; 

A  few  days  after  our  arrival  an  order  came  at  8  A.  M 
to  prepare  sixty-five  patients  for  discharge  in  two  hours. 
Withiji  an  hour  after  their  departure,  we  admitted  sixty-eigh 
now  stretcher  cases.  The  arrival  of  a  transport  of  seriously 
woun4led  is  an  indescribable  scene.  Their  bloodless  and 
haggard  faces  reflected  the  agony  they  were  suffering. 
Wounded  five  days  previously  in  a  battle  many  miles  from  the 
railroad,  their  Hrst  conveyances  were  spriugless  farm  wagons 
and  LTude  home-made  carts.  In  tliese  they  traveled  twenty- 
four  hours,  without  food  or  drink  and  were  then  packed  in 
freight  cars  with  little  straw  to  lie  upon,  getting  no  sleep  and 
a  linn'ted  amount  of  food.  Their  dressings,  not  changed 
during  four  days,  were  stiff  and  foul.  One  of  our  ]mtients 
had  been  lifted  from  the  battlefield,  placed  with  three  others 
in  a  wugon,  jolted  over  rough  roads  all  night  long.    He  dis- 

•'^n  Oleiwitjs/'  BonuA  G.  Burgar,  American  Journal  of  Nurting^  Vol 
XV,  p.  lOtK. 
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coviTcd  At  Hawn  tlmt  his  iximrade  had  passed  away  in  the 

darknc^**,  probaljly  from  heniorrliagee  and  exhuustiou. 

The}'  lay  on  the  hard  iloor  of  the  foyer,  since  they  could 
not  be  taken  into  the  wards  until  the  Yerniiri-i*overod  iini- 
fonns  and  boot?  were  removed — thos*»  sad-looking  uniforms, 
a  few  days  liefore  ao  spotless  and  clean,  now  nmd-eaked,  hullet- 
pieroed  and  blood-t-tained,  with  here  and  there  an  arm  or  leg 
missing.  On  arrival  they  received  a  cup  of  hot  cutTce  and  a 
sandwich.  The  uniforms  were  put  into  bags  and  sent  to  the 
garriiion  hospital  for  fumigation.  The  boots,  helmets,  belts 
and  knapsacks  were  kept  in  fieparate  bags.  Often  the  sol- 
diers' feet  were  so  t-wollen  it  was  necessary  to  cut  the  boots 
to  remove  them.  Bathet  were  given  in  bed  since  we  were  han- 
dicapped by  havLuj;  no  bath  tub  or  available  place  to  install 
one.  Fortunately  whenever  larpe  transports  arrived,  the 
neifjlihors  brought  in  bucket*  of  hot  water  and  in  such  cir- 
ciimstAiices  tliey  were  of  great  value.  The  first  consignment 
of  men  had  worn  their  xmifornia  eight  weeks  without  once 
removing  thera. 

At  the  end  of  their  second  week  in  Gleiwitz  in  addition  to 
their  duties  at  tlie  Vlktoria  Theater^  Unit  I  was  placed  in 
rharjre  of  two  private  KUniken,  These  annexes  each  accommo- 
dated twenty-five  officer  patients  and  were  luxuriously  equipped 
furnished.     The  twelve  American  nurses  wert*  distributed 

that  one  day  and  one  night  nurse  was  always  ou  duty  iu  each 
A'/iWIr.  They  were  assisted  by  young  Gernmn  women  of  good 
family,  Ilclferinnen^  who  also  acted  as  interpreters.  The 
systexu  of  volunteers  worked  well  iu  Germany ;  because  of  the 
strict  military  discipline,  an  order  given  in  a  military  estab- 
liahiticut  was  obeved  in  everv  detail.  Under  an  American 
gndtuite  nurse^a  constant  supervision,  the  wounded  received 
excellent  care  in  the  face  of  many  emergencies.  "Always  hem- 
orrimgi's  !*'  wrote  Sister  Anna. 

(fleiwitz  was  an  important  military  center.  Sister  Anna 
tiJd  of  the  shifting  movements  of  the  Russian  and  GcrrMnn 
iniiic*s : 

At  one  time  the  Russians  were  supposed  to  be  within  thirty 
miles  of  (fleiwitz.  Their  gims  were  hojird  all  night.  Men 
and  boys  from  fourteen  to  twenty-one  were  ordered  to  the 
interior.  Accompanied  by  sorrowing  mothers  they  nnirched 
to  the  station,  each  allowed  to  carry  nothing  but  a  email  pack- 
age. The  atmosphere  was  tense  with  anxiety  and  apprehension 
marked  every  feature.    Neither  letter,  telegram,  telephone  nor 
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person  was  permitted  to  leave  tlie  city  for  seven  days.  We 
were  notified  to  be  prepared  to  depart  within  an  bourns  warn- 
ing. Gloom  and  fear  had  seized  tJie  people.  The  troop  trains 
were  now  moving  at  iifteen  minute  intervals.  They  con- 
tinued to  pass  for  five  daya  and  nights,  two  million  men,  with 
big  and  small  gnns,  horses,  supplies  and  nil  that  go  to  make 
up  an  army  transferred  from  West  to  East.  At  tliis  time 
Austrian-Hungarian  soldiers  appeared  before  homes  at  mid- 
night, begging  for  lodging.  Twelve  apjdicd  ni  a  private  dinic 
that  had  i)een  turned  over  to  us  and  the  poor  fellows,  fagged 
and  footsore,  dropped  on  the  cellar  floor,  the  only  vacant  spot, 
and  were  sound  asleep  before  we  could  bring  tliem  straw  to 
lie  upon.  The  Germans  were  again  driving  the  Kussians 
back;  and  again  the  freshly  wounded  were  poured  into  the 
city. 

Gleiwitz  being  a  garrison  town  our  attention  was  frequently 
directed  to  squadrons  of  Uhlans  leaving  for  the  front,  in  full 
war  equipment  with  splendid  mounts  and  uniforms,  their 
banners  unfurled  and  4lecorated  with  rose^;,  the  mounted  bands 
on  dappled  greys.  They  were  magnificient  bodies  of  men,  full 
of  buoyancy,  patriotism  and  eagerness  for  the  fray.  What  a 
contrast  to  the  unfortunates  who  returne<l  to  us  wounded, 
vermin-covered,  helpless,  crippled  and  maimed  for  life,  with 
faces  paled  and  pinched  from  loss  of  blood  and  with  hands 
and  feet  frozen,  arms  and  legs  missing,  eyes  shot  out,  bones 
crushed,  muscles,  tendons  and  nerves  torn,  all  heaping  pain 
and  agony  upon  the  sufferer  1 

Sister  Anna  made  brief  comment  upon  the  mental  attitude 
in  which  the  patients  arrived : 

Their  lingering  death  and  bodily  injuries  can  be  moderated 
to  some  extent,  but  what  about  scars  of  a  soul  seared  or  brutal- 
ized by  this  awful  lust  of  blood !  I  cite  one  of  many  similar 
histories  of  a  young  university  student,  twenty-two  years  of 
age.  1  discovered  him  sitting  alone  and  apart  on  several  oc- 
casions in  an  apparently  melancholy  moo<l.  He  told  me 
finally  that  he  had  bayoneted  a  Russian  in  a  charge  attack: 
"It  was  either  he  or  I  and  !  regret  exceedingly  that  he  did  not 
get  me.  J  still  feel  my  bayonet  going  through  him.  1  will 
never  knowingly  kill  again." 

The  American  imrses  described  their  wounded  as  Btrong, 
clean,  healtliy  men,  patient,  cuuragoous,  frugal  and  childishly 
appreciative. 

Four  nurses  sailed  in  February,  1015,  from  New  York  to 
relieve  members  of  Unit  I,  who  wished  to  return  to  the  United 
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at  the  end  of  their  six  months'  sprvice.     The  war  zone 
then  full  of  danger;  one  of  the  relief  nuraos,  Edith  Wood, 
jescribed  her  passage  iu  the  following  letter  to  Miss  Delano: 

The  accident  to  the  S.  8.  Touraxne  furnished  us  with  ex- 
citement for  two  daya.  Of  the  fourteen  vessels  receiving  her 
S.  0.  S.  we  were  the  tirnt  to  reach  her,  turning  hack  in  a  dense 
fog  eighty  miles  from  our  course.  Our  captain  had  to  reduce 
speed  one-half  to  nllow  La  Tourmne  in  her  rripplcd  condi- 
tion, to  irawl  slowly  behind  us.  Sunday  afterni^on,  two 
French  cruisers,  called  Ijy  wireless,  came  up,  swung  ahout  and 
one  before  and  after,  escorted  our  charge  away  toward  Le 
Havre,  We  congratulated  ourselves  that  we  were  not  on  a 
burning  ship  carrying  100,000  rounds  of  cartridges  and  in 
momentary  danger  from  German  torpedo  boats! 

All  night  long  we  have  lain  at  anrhor  in  Dover.  Torpedo 
boats  and  destroyers  patrol  up  and  down  near  us,  and  gray- 
hulle<l  battleships  slip  in  and  out  through  the  fog.  Our  life 
boats.  ha\e  been  swung  clear  on  the  davits,  from  the  time  of 
our  entrance  in  Channel  waters.  The  FiottenLim  has  her 
name  in  three  great  rows  one  below  the  other  on  each  side, 
in  large  letters  about  four  feet  square,  composed  of  electric 
lights.  As  we  moved  out  toward  the  North  Sea  this  morning, 
the  wreck  of  a  liner  drifted  past  ua. 

Cpou  their  arrival  at  Gleiwitz  in  March,  the  four  new  nurses 
found  that  Unit  I  was  in  sore  need  of  rei^nforcoments.  From 
tljt'  ViX-lorin  Theater,  the  American  Jled  Cross  Hospital  had 
been  moved  to  a  concert  house  nearby,  which  accommodated 
140  betls,  an  increase  of  sixty  beds  over  the  capacity  of  the 
theater-huspitul.  Unit  I  retained,  moreover,  the  two  Kliniken. 
Sister  Auuu  was  extremely  loath,  in  view  of  the  pressure  of 
work,  to  allow  two  of  the  four  new  nurses  to  go  on  to  Kosel, 
but  they  were  needed  equally  and  had  to  go  there. 

Although  Sister  Annans  letters  to  Miss  Delano  were  persist- 
cntiv  cheerful,  the  Gleiwilz  Unit  was  not  without  its  ditficulties. 
One  hundred  and  seventy-three  beds,  always  full,  taxed  the 
Krength  of  eleven  nurses.  The  ten  hours'  duty  and  the  lack  of 
t  common  languagi?  and  of  recreational  facilities  made  the  ser- 
rice  more  severe.  The  presence  of  the  Helfffinnen  iu  the  wards 
loither  complicated  matters.    Sister  Anna  wrote : 

The  first  duty  of  our  German  JJelferxnnen  is  to  write  and 
keep  histories,  and  to  assist  when  possible  with  ward  work. 
I  am  determined  to  get  on  with  them  in  this  German  military 
hoepital  \ 
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What  we  need  are  conscientious*  skilled  nurses  who  are 
•willing  to  accept  without  murmur  the  rontine  work  of  making 
helpless  patientB  comfortable,  bathing  them,  making  htnls, 
dusting,  using  our  improvised  equipment  and  accepting  cheer- 
fully the  general  discomforts  of  war.  Peace  at  any  price  has 
been  my  first  consideration, 

Thp  American  Red  Cross  Lazaret  Konzerfhmis  was  closed 
September  'i'^,  ]!>15.  with  n  record  of  15;J7  cases  and  the  staff 
of  Unit  1  received  their  recall  with  regn*t.  Several  members 
returned  immediately  to  the  United  States.  Ten  nurses  and 
one  snrgiMm  joined  the  group  which  Dr.  Snmldy,  senior  direc- 
tor of  American  Red  Cross  units  assigned  to  Austria,  was 
organizing  for  the  Gcrnuui  Govcrunient,  to  render  relief  to 
German  and  Austrian  prisiHu^rs  of  war  in  Moscow  and  Siberia. 

The  closing  days  of  the  Komrrihaits  were  as  busy  as  had  been 
the  first  days.  Sister  Anna's  last  rep^irt  from  Gleiwitz  to  Miss 
Delano  descriWd  how  the  patients  ct)ntiniied  to  arrive: 

Vermin-rovered  as  they  are,  exhausted  and  hungry,  with 
their  wounds  undressed  for  five  or  six  days,  to  bathe  and  care 
for  these  patients  is  the  most  soul-satisfying  work  I  have  ever 
.done.  ^^fl 

We  are  busier  at  present  than  ever.  The  arrival  of  a  largfl^ 
transport  is  dramatic.  When  all  else  fails,  I  am  prepared  to 
manage  a  night  lunch  counter!  IttM^^ently  thirty  ravenous, 
wounded,  tired  souls  arrived  well  after  midnight.  When  we 
had  finished  ;*crubhing  them,  I  stole  some  bread  and  witli  the 
jam  on  hand  and  seventy  huge  mugs  of  hot  tea.  those  weary 
men  declared  this  old  Knnzer(haus  Heaven  on  earth! 

Parting  with  the  soldiers  was  hardest  for  me.  We  left 
many  seriously  wounded  from  our  last  frightful  convoy;  their 
eyes,  full  of  feverish  pain,  haunt  me. 

The  ancient  garrison  town  of  Kosel  lay  forty  miles  from 
Gleiwitz  in  German  Silesia.  Here  in  a  military  hospital  of 
700  \wh\%  the  American  surgeons  and  nurewM  of  Unit  G  upon 
their  arrival  on  OctoWr  17,  11>14,  were  given  the  charge  of  the^ 
main  Lazaret. 

Unit  G  4]uickly  won  a  place  for  itself  in  Kosel.  Dr.  Bial  F^ 
Bradbury,  of  Norway,  Maine,  direct<ir  uf  Unit  G,  was  ap- 
pointed in  short  order  general  consulting  surgeon  of  tlie  entire 
mililary  hospital.  Dr.  H.  II.  Newman,  of  Kiioxville,  Tennessee, 
was  made  gt^neral  operator.  Within  a  few  weeks  of  their  ar- 
rival, a  station  of  fifty  beds  was  opened  in  a  public  school  near^ 
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Ugtied  to  Dr.  John  Laneer,  of  New  York,  tlieroby 
_  ftal  of  IW  beds  to  be  cared  for  by  Unit  G.  SisU»r 
Frances  H.  Meyer,  of  the  New  York  City  llotipital,  was  supcr- 
riflor  of  Unit  G.  A  German  Red  Crosa  sister  was  assigned  to 
ihp  Aineriean  Red  Cross  Lazaret  to  interpret  for  the  surgx\)ns 
and  to  rt-'cord  hisliiriea. 

The  even  tenor  of  their  days  at  Kosel  was  interrnptpd  on 
January  7,  1915,  when  Dr.  Bradbury  was  called  home  by  the 
crilical  illness  of  his  wife.  Four  nurses  returned  to  the 
United  States  at  the  termination  of  their  six  months*  duty, 
March  3.  As  the  Garrist^n  Lazaret  wa-^  tranafornied  in  ^lurch 
iiilo  a  central  operating  station  for  Kosel  and  as  all  major  cases 
rttnaiued  five  or  six  days  under  the  care  of  the  Americana  be- 
fort»  they  were  returned  to  their  owii  wards,  the  work  was  heavy 
for  llie  nine  remaining  nurses.  Dr.  Gilbert  A.  Bailey,  of  Chi- 
appointed  to  succeed  Dr.  Bradbury,  arrived  in  Kosel 
farch  12  with  one  relief  niirse,  Sister  Caroline  Bauer.  Dr. 
Xewman  succeeded  Dr.  Bailey  as  director  on  April  22. 

Two  relief  nurses  destined  f(tr  Kosel  sailed  in  July  r>n  the 
S.  S,  Noordan,  With  them  was  the  first  Harvard  Unit  of 
150  fmrgeiins  and  niirst^s,  which  has  been  assigned  independently 
of  lb?  American  Red  Cn>ss  for  service  under  the  British 
Expj'ditionarv  Forfca.  To  these  two  niirsca,  after  days  of 
danger  in  the  war  zone, — the  Noonhim  with  her  life-lioats 
swung  out  above  huge  electric  letters  which  proclaimed  her 
neutrality  to  (ierman  submarines,^ — the  quaint  town  of  Kosel, 
set  among  fields  of  waving  grain,  seemed  peaceful  indeed. 

When  the  Garrison  Ijtizund  was  closed  on  September  15, 
1M5.  750  cases  liad  been  treated  to  a  conclusion  and  27.%  major 
operations  performed.  Only  a  few  of  the  surgeons  and  ntirses 
returned  to  the  United  States.  Drs.  Newman  and  Lien  with 
Sister  Frances  and  seven  of  her  unit  joined  Dr.  Snodd^-'s  group 
in  Berlin  for  duty  among  German  prisoners  in  Moscow  and 
Siberia. 

Unit  K  of  the  S.  S.  Red  Cross  arrived  on  October  14,  1014, 
in  Viuona,  Austria,  the  gayest  capital  city  of  Europe,  to  estab- 
•rve  Hospital  Xo.  8  for  Austria's  wounded  and  were 
to  a  brick  and  stucco  school  bnilding  in  the  Johann- 
Iloffnmnn  Platz.  Here  they  set  up  a  military  hospital  of  400 
beds,  splendidly  equipped  through  the  generosity  of  the  Aus- 
trian Red  Crt»ss.  Dr.  Cary  A.  Sn*jddy,  of  Knoxville,  Tennessee, 
director.     Three  American  surgiwus,  Dr.  Fred  G.  Benton, 
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of  Owcgo,  New  York,  Dr.  Waloott  Denison,  of  St.  Louis,  and 
Dr.  P.  A,  Sinithe,  of  Enid,  Oklaboina,  roinposed  bis  atalL 
Sister  Lyda  W,  Anderson,  of  tho  Illinois  Training  School  of 
Nursing,  Chicago,  was  supervisor  of  nurses. 

Wounded  soldiers  coming  by  train  from  the  front  were 
received  in  tbc  school  f^vmuasium,  which  bad  been  equipped 
with  beds,  benobos,  bathtubs,  showers,  diet  kitchen,  dressing 
room  and  steam  sterilizer.  Dr.  Snoddy  described  to  Major 
Patterson  the  arrival  of  a  trau9|H>rt: 

Ambulances  drive  to  th^  door  of  the  receiving  department* 
which  is  capohle  of  handtiiig  llitrty  bed  and  seventy  sitting 
patients  at  one  time,  Here  but  nourishment,  stimulants  and 
medical  attendance  are  given  imine<liately.  The  spectacle 
is  one  of  sulTering,  exhaustion,  discouragement  and  filth. 

Next  to  the  physician  and  dietitian  in  the  receiving  line  is 
the  barber,  auil  then  the  chemist  conies  with  his  lice-killiug 
applications.  The  bath  stewards  are  rejidy  with  tubs  for  the 
sitting  patients  and  tables  fur  the  prone  cases.  Tlic  record 
writer  is  busy.  Surgeons  and  nurses  stand  by  in  three  operat- 
ing rooms,  one  for  aseptic  cases  and  two  for  septic.  The  ward 
nurses  are  at  their  posts  with  beds  prepared.  Patients  are 
handled  at  the  average  rate  of  twelve  per  hour. 

The  American  Red  Cross  hospital  needed  efficient  organiza- 
tion and  high  professional  skill  as  its  work  was  subject  to  con- 
stant c<>mparis<tn  with  the  iK'St  organized  clinics  of  Kuropc, 
such  as  tliat  of  Eiselberg  in  Vienna  and  Dollingcr  in  Budapest. 
Sister  Lyda's  report  of  Nov(»mI»'r  24  to  Misa  Delano  bore 
testimony  to  the  case  with  which  the  Americans  cared  for  the 
woimded : 

This  afternoon  we  are  enjopng  a  little  lull  after  a  heavy 
night  and  raorning^e  work.  We  received  a  message  yesterday 
noiin  that  a  transport  would  arrive  at  nine  P,  M.  today. 
They  did  not  come  until  midnight,  but  we  had  them  bathed 
and  their  wounds  dressed  by  three  o'clock  this  morning. 
This  is  our  third  transport,  about  ninety  wounded  in  all. 
They  have  not  been  severe  cases,  but  all  filtliy  with  dirt  and 
vermin.  Many  have  not  had  their  clothes  off  for  weeks,  nor 
have  they  even  bad  their  faces  washed. 

It  is  the  greatest  gratification  to  see  them  in  their  com- 
fortahle  beds  I  Though  scrubhing  frnm  thirty  to  sixty  men 
makes  us  feel  we  have  really  done  something,  the  work  so  far 
has  not  been  so  strenuous  but  that  we  have  been  able  to  do  it 
thoroughly.    Good  and  generous  equipment  makes  the  work 
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convenient  and  comfortable.  We  no  doubt  have  harder  days 
in  store  for  us.  Our  p-eatept  dilTiculty  lies  in  compromiping 
on  methods  and  in  adjusting  ourselvej;  to  military  regulations. 

Uome-fiickBess  was  a  potent  foe  w*ith  which  all  the  units  had 
to  combat.  "Like  cool  water  to  the*  thirsty,  is  the  sound  of  his 
tongue  to  a  man  in  a  far  country."  Few  of  the  nursea 
in,  however,  and  Sister  Lyda  urgi-d  the  nieml)ers  of 
lier  unit  to  meet  with  tact  and  diplomacy  situations  that  con- 
itly  arose  because  of  the  lack  nf  a  common  lanis:uagr.  Al- 
jh  they  were  not  in  8>Tnpathy  with  the  extremely  practical 
ud  systomatie  habits  of  the  American  graduate  nurse  as  op- 
pnsed  to  the  more  sentimental  point  of  view  which  Europeans 
entertained  toward  the  care  of  their  wounded  soldiers,  two 
Viennese  volunteers  of  high  social  standing  gave  much  time 
and  energy  towards  making  the  Americans  comfortable.  They 
succeeded  well.  **Our  meals  are  late  and  long  but  very  good 
indeed,"  wrote  Sister  Lyda  to  Miss  Delano.  **Per8onaIly  I 
like  the  life  here  in  Europe,  though  to  be  sure  it  is  abnormal 
now.  Wien  is  not  the  happy  city  1  visited  several  years  ago. 
It  is  in  sack-cloth  and  ashes.  They  are  beginning  to  resume 
their  gayety  to  a  small  degree.  The  Royal  Opera  and  the  con- 
cert halls  are  open  again.'^  Sister  Lyda^s  description  of  the 
}ttead  lines  alone,  served  as  an  index  to  conditions: 

The  husbandry  of  foodstuffs  was  more  carefully  considered 
a£  time  went  on.  Bread  was  issued  at  bakeries,  restaurants 
and  hotels  only  upon  prt^sentation  of  bread  tickets.  These 
cards  allowed  one  a  week's  supply.  Flour  was  obtained  in  the 
same  way.  This  law  was  rigidly  enforced.  On  Tuesdays  and 
Fridays  no  meat  could  be  purchased.  Cream  could  not  be 
taken  from  the  milk.  Peasants  harboring  their  crop  of  meal 
were  all  required  to  give  it  in  to  the  general  supply  for  com- 
mon distribution.  Bread  lines  formed,  extending  the  whole 
length  of  the  block,  forenoons  and  afternoons,  at  the  several 
hundred  stati{»nfi  in  the  city,  people  waiting  hours  for  their 
allotment  of  breail.  This  was  a  heavy,  black  bread  made  from 
potato  flour  principally,  and  could  be  prepared  so  as  to  be 
quite  pabitable,  but  when  made  very  cheaply,  was  heavy,  black 
and  sogg)'.  Foodstuffs  had  more  than  trebled  in  price  during 
our  year  in  Vienna. 

Supplies  of  all  kinds,  so  much  wanted  last  winter,  will  be 
mtJch  more  nee<led  this  winter.  Some  months  back  they  issued 
a  call  in  Vienna  for  all  the  old  linen  to  be  used,  when  frayed 
into  ravelinga,  as  a  substitute  for  absorbent  cotton.    House- 
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wives  were  required  to  give  up  all  copper  and  brass  utensils 
to  be  melted  and  sent  to  uniituinition  factories.  Some  Ppleudid 
heirlooms,  beautiful  Hustiaii  samovars  and  orieutal  urns  were 
sacTificed.  Au  especially  designed  iron  finger  ring  worn  by 
anyone  signified  ihni  thi^;  jwrson  bad  tbrown  n  jewel  into  the 
colTer  and  accepted  thiti  war  dwioration  instead." 


i 


One  year  later,  horse-flesh  was  selling  in  Vienna  at  tifty-su 
cents  u  pound ! 

Dr.  Snoddy  gave  Jlajor  Patterson  an  interesting  analysis^ 
of  the  effectiveness  of  projectiles  as  shown  by  the  first  thousand 
eases  which  cauie  to  Rcsi-'rveSpital  No.  8.  He  judged  that  the 
high  velocity  ritlc  bullet  was  the  most  destructive  from  hand 
weapons.  Distingtiishiiig  features  of  the  German,  Austrian 
and  Serbian  bullets  were  lead  cores,  ogival  heads  and  flat  tra- 
jectories which  deformed  easily.  The  Russian  bullet,  conieal- 
pointed  and  of  smaller  calibre,  was  generally  less  harmfuL^H 
The  French  bullet,  large  in  size,  of  solid  brass  with  higfa<B 
penetrating  power,  did  not  easily  deform.  Shrapnel  shells  were 
by  far  tlic  most  elfective  of  projectiles  from  artillery.  The 
octagonal  iron  balls  used  in  Frencli  shrapnel  were  more  destruc- 
tive than  the  lead  nr  alloy  balls  iif  the  other  nations.  German 
Iximba  lired  at  short  range  from  mortar  guns  threw  many  frag- 
ments of  shell  when  exploding  and  literally  swept  the  enci 
down.' 


The  American  nurses  found  the  German-speaking  Austrian 
soldier  particularly  appreciative,  quiet  and  obedient.  Sister 
Lyda  wrote: 

The  Austrian  soldier  atrepts  the  war  submipfiively,  as  the 
inevitable,  never  questioning  for  what  he  is  fighting,  or 
whether  the  sacrifice  of  his  precious  life  is  adding  to  the 
glory  of  his  country  or  ie  fulfilling  anything  of  value  to  the 
world.  Seeing  troop  after  troop  of  the  best  men  of  the  coun- 
try, as  fine  a^  the  world  has  to  offer,  talented  men  often  of 
great  minds,  nianhing  out  daily,  few  to  return  and  these 
few  maimed  and  uwlcss  citizens,  one  wonders  that  it  did  not 
stir  anarchistic  feelings." 

***Kxf>rri«-nrpR  nf  ITnit  K  At  Vienna,  Aufitria,*'  a  paper  read  fay  Lyda  W. 
Andersuii  nt  the  Eleventh  Annual  Meeting  ol  the  American  Red  Cross, 
l>w.*-mlK'r  8,   1!»15. 

'  '*Xoti"F  on   the  Kuropcan  War."  Cary  A.  SncnMy,  Red  Cmita  Archirea. 

'Pat»*r  read  l>y  Lyda  Andereon  before  the  Americau  Red  Croas  Annual 
Meeting,   191C. 
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Altliough  Unit  K  was  among  the  most  successful  of  the 
units  scut  ttbroBcl  on  tho  Red  Cross  Ship,  Sister  Lyda  had  to 
conf(-w(  that  even  lu  this  detachment,  there  were  moments  of 
dist'ouragemcnl : 

I  mupt  admit  that  this  position  of  supervisor  has  raused 
me  more  anxiety  than  other  poeitioiiB  I  have  held  of  far  more 
grave  responsibility.  That  a  number  of  graduate  nurses  who 
have  hved  an  independent  life  for  several  years  are  not  going 
to  adjust  themselves  to  new  and  unusual  eonditlons,  sueh  as 
we  found  here,  or  come  under  authority  (even  though  the 
su[K-r\isor  tries  not  to  make  this  autliority  fiU  ciioii^h  to 
arouse  antagonism)  is  a  natural  t-ondition.  It  has  taken  a 
great  deal  of  thought  on  my  part  to  try  to  know  each  in- 
dividual. 

In  listening  to  the  nurses  of  the  different  groups  who  have 
Tisited  us  ou  their  way  home,  it  has  seemed  to  me  that  the 
one  stumbling  block  has  been  that  the  individual  could  not 
forget  herself  for  the  good  of  the  whole.  Is  this  disinclina- 
tion toward  united  effort  a  weakness  especially  of  our  pro- 
fession, or  just  a  natural  human  in.stiiu-t?  Shall  we  depend 
on  a  few  strong  leaders  to  control  the  number  or  should  the 
individual  he  educated  to  appreciate  more  fully  her  personal 
responsibility? 

With  a  record  of  only  five  deaths  among  2050  cases  treated 
Ithough  they  had  received  largely  only  lightly  wounded 
pitients),  the  American  Red  Cross  Hospital  No.  is  dosed  its 
<ioors  September  18,  1915.  Sister  Lyda  with  several  nursea 
rt*turned  immediately  to  tho  United  States.  At  the  re<|uc8t  of 
the  tJermuu  Goveriiineut,  Dr.  Snoddy  with  two  surgeons  and 
nine  nurses  of  Unit  K,  as  well  as  additional  American  l^od 
Crott  personnel  frum  Buduj)ost,  Gleiwitz  and  KoscI,  went  to 
Petrograd  to  care  for  Gernuin  prisoners  in  Russia.  Sister 
Lyd«  described  with  considerable  amusoraent  incidents  of  their 
departure  which  were  in  sliarp  contrast  to  the  cordiality  of  the 
JBOpption  given  the  unit  upon  its  arrival  one  year  before; 

Of  the  thoroughness  of  any  system  instituted  by  the  Ger- 
man Uovernment.  there  ean  he  no  question  left  in  the  minds 
of  travelers  who  have  crossed  her  bitrder  the  List  few  weeks. 
The  only  thing  one  can  tltink  of  which  they  might  but  didn't 
do,  was  to  apply  the  X-ray! 

Your  clothes  are  removed  and  every  garment  is  examined, 
for  was  not  a  woman  just  the  day  before,  who  had  conie  in 
with  a  presumably  broken  arm,  found  witli  papers  concealed 
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in  her  bttudages?  Your  body  is  examined,  for  in  the  week 
past  a  womnn  was  found  with  her  back  tattooed,  showing  the 
plan  of  the  army.  The  soles  of  your  feet  are  scraped;  tliert?  is 
the  possibility  of  papers  being  plastered  there  by  adhesive. 
Your  tottth  paste  is  squeezed  out  of  the  tube,  your  candy  pieces 
are  broken,  your  powder  boxes  are  emptied.  You  feel  when 
you  are  through,  that  your  very  soul  had  been  ransacked,  that 
they  know  your  innermost  thouj^hts.  All  papers,  books, 
printed  and  written  matter  are  held  over  for  more  careful 
reading  and  are  mailed  to  you  later  if  you  leave  the  money 
for  postage.  If  you  remain  in  any  German  city  longer  than 
18  necessary  to  change  trains,  3'ou  are  required  to  report  to 
the  police  department  when  yon  arrive  and  when  yoii  leave, 
giving  a  short  sketch  of  your  life  each  time,  assuring  them 
of  your  legitimate  business  and  leaving  your  linger  priJil. 
Any  war  souvenir  such  as  bullets  or  anytliing  used  in  the  field 
by  the  soldier,  maps  or  diaries^  they  retain,  giving  you  the 
promise  that  they  will  be  sent  you  after  the  war.  For  the 
civilian  they  have  no  regard;  he  is  a  trouble  to  them  in  tbeii^ 
serious  business  of  war."  ^M 

In  the  rich  plain  of  Hungary  on  the  main  rail  and  water 
routes  froni  western  Europe  to  the  Balkans,  lies  Budapest. 
Near  the  beautiful  Vares  Leget  in  this  city,  Unit  E  of  the 
American  R<*d  Cross  Relief  mission  established  Military  Re- 
serve-i<pi(al  No.  4  of  200-bed  capacity,  in  a  modem  brick  and 
concrete  structure  which  had  shortly  before  been  built  as  aaAl 
aayium  for  the  blind.  ^^ 

As  with  the  otlier  units  of  the  Red  Cross  Ship  scattered  in 
the  several  corners  of  Europe,  so  with  this  group  of  surgeons 
and  nurses  at  Budapest  did  the  geographical  location  and  the 
attitude  with  which  the  military  authorities  regarded  the 
Americans,  entirely  determine  the  number  and  condition  of  the 
wounded  assigned  to  the  strangers'  care.  Budapest  l>oasted 
fifty  military  hospitals,  which  gave  a  ratio  of  one  soldier  pa- 
tient to  every  eleven  civilians.  As  the  city  was  sp]endi<lly 
located,  from  a  strategic  point  of  view,  on  the  Danube  River, 
the  wounded  came  from  many  points,  first  from  the  Serbian 
frontiers,  then  from  the  Western  trenches  and  later  from  the 
Carpathian  nnd  Italian  hattle-heighta.  Unit  E  considered  itself 
fortunate  indeed  tu  he  assigned  to  the  Hungarian  capital,  which  | 
war  had  made  a  center  of  hospitals. 

On  October  31.  fourteen  days  after  the  arrival  of  the  unit. 

*  PupfT  read  Ity  I^yda  AnderaoD  before  the  American  R««l  Crou  Annual 

MeoUng,  1015. 
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Dr.  Cbftrles  MacDonuld,  of  Salem,  New  Jersey,  director.  an»l 
Sister  Alice  Beatle,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  8Uper\'i8t)r,  opened  the 
doors  of  the  American  Red  Crt»fis  Hospital.  TLe  tirst  assijpi- 
ment  of  patients  was  made  up  of  soldiers  desperately  wounded 
daring  the  Austrian  drive  on  Belgrude.  It  is  si^ifieant  of  tlu^ 
Dputrality  of  the  Red  Cross  that  its  units  should  hind  up  the 
wounds  of  bf»th  Hungary  and  Serbia  in  the  capitals  of  these 
aonntrioB  that  were  iightiug  each  other.  Within  ten  days, 
it  F.  had  re<*eived  i:5r>  stretcher  cases.  Sister  Katriua  Hcrt^er 
!rib<Mi  the  eimdition  in  whieii  the  patients  arrived : 

Serbs,  Albanians,  Himgarians,  Croatians,  Austrians,  Monte- 
negrinB  and  KusKians  began  their  long  journey  from  the  I'roiit 
on  rtretehers,  ox-earts  and  hay  wagons  to  the  nearest  rail- 
road, where  hospital  trains  brought  them  filthy,  hungry,  ex- 
hausted to  us.  Many  of  them  had  their  faces  blown  away; 
pu»  flowed  down  their  chests  and  on  tho  beautiful  new  Red 
Cross  blankets.  As  they  arrived  with  Uieir  first  dressings 
still  on  their  wounds  tifter  fifteen  days'  travel,  it  was  ahnost 
impossible  to  protect  the  beds.  We  dressed  many  cases  three 
jLod  four  times  a  day. 

Hideous  mutilation  was  the  rule,  not  the  exception.  It 
was  a  frightful  thing  to  take  off  fniil  dressings  and  see  below 
the  shattered,  yellow  flesh,  the  labored  inspiration  and  ex- 
piration of  the  exposed  lung.  The  thought  of  what  pain  these 
men  were  suffering  used  to  sicken  me. 

iron  Armin  Popper,  General  Staff,  was  military  com- 
mander of  the  Red  Cross  Hospital  at  Budapest.  Many  former 
American  citizens  residing  in  the  city  opened  their  houses  to 
the  members  of  Unit  E.  Countess  Sigray,  the  daughter  of 
•us  Ihiiy,  of  New  York,  and  Countess  Zichy,  formerly  Miss 

ihel  Wright  of  Boston,  took  a  keen  interest  in  their  com- 
patriots' work.  Countess  Szechenyi,  uee  Gladys  Vauderhilt, 
pre9<?nt»*d  Unit  E  with  a  beautifully  complete  X-ray  apparatus. 
l)r.  Ilertzog,  military  commander  of  the  Budapest  hospitals, 
often  made  rounds  with  his  staff  at  No.  4.  Professor  Julius 
DuUiiiger  invited  the  surgeons  and  Sister  Alice  to  attend  his 
famous  clinics. 

Between  the  lines  of  Sister  Alice's  small  leather  diary  ap- 
peared a  brief  story  of  the  tirst  month's  work: 

October  30,  1914 — Supplies  arriving  all  day  were  listed  and 
put  in  place.    Many  gifts  from  peasants  received. 
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October  31 — Hospital  turned  over  to  American  Red  Cross  by 

Ilerr  Oherstahsarzi  Hertzog;  forty-two  wounded 

Boldierfi  arrived. 
November  4 — Xiirttes  dressetl  cases  until  2  A.  M,;  two  leg 

amputnlioiie.     ArcbduHiorfs  eiilled  again. 
November  10 — Twelve  patients  fruni  (Julicia»  badly  frozen. 

heavy  work, 
November  11 — Nurses  had  cholera  vaccine. 
November  13 — Twenty-two  wounded  from  Serbian  Bordei 

141  patients  in  all. 
November  84 — Professors  from  University  visited  ns. 
November  25 — ForlrCv^s  Przeniv/J  in  Poland  ha.>*  fallen  I 
November  28^Twplve  jmtiont.-i  ailmitted;  172  in  liospital. 
November  2i) — Mrs.  (Jcrard  from  Herlin  visited  us. 
December  1 — Eighteen   Budapest  hospitals  quarantined 

cause  of  t^'phus. 

The  work  proved  absorbingly  interesting.    Sister  Alice  wrote 
of  the  ditfercnt  nationalities  which  sifted  through  the  American^! 
Hospital :  fl| 

Moravians,  Slovaks,  Dnlnmiianfl,  Magj'ars,  Germans,  Ruth- 
enian^,  Poles,  Houmaniani^,  Italians,  C'roatians,  iielvctians, 
Turks,  Serbs  and  Russians  come  to  us,  and  somehow  we  man- 
age  to  Hud  out  their  wants  and  make  them  comfortable.  Quite 
frequently  we  tind  a  man  who  speaks  English.  A  few  days 
ago  I  said  to  a  new  arrival :  *'And  so  you  speak  English,  ds^^ 
yow'r     "Well,  jus'  torabks  Miss."  ^ 

The  Hungarians  take  excellent  care  of  all  wounded  they 
receive  and  arc  very  clever  at  iniprovitiing  hospitals  in  school- 
houses,  theaters,  the  Stock  Kxrhange,  art  galleries,  ware- 
houses, private  homes,  clubs  and  sub-stations  of  banks.  The 
women  do  a  tremendous  amount  of  work  here,  of  a  type 
never  essayed  before.  The  wives  and  children  of  soldiera 
must  be  cared  for;  places  niusi  be  provided  for  the  blind  and 
crippled  whofie  asylunitu  are  now  being  used  for  hospitals,  and 
cmploynicnt  must  be  found  for  tlioui^auds.  This  requires 
genuine  organizing  ability.  j^| 

The  longer  I  ptay  la-re  the  more  deeply  am  I  impresseo^^ 
with  the  fact  that  the  women  who  undertake  foreign  service 
for  the  American  Keil  Cross  must  be  fine  women  before  they 
are  good  nurses.  Their  work  does  not  count  for  nearly  as 
much  as  does  their  general  bearing  and  conduct,  both  in  and 
out  of  the  hospital. 

Although  the  members  of  the  Budapeat  Unit  were  far 
moved  from  National  Headquarters  they  were  in  an  excellent 
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to  receive  wisps  of  information  regarding  the  other 
Red  Cross  personnel.  Sister  Ljda  from  nearby 
Wicn  WTOto  of  the  intcrestiug  work  accitniplishod  at  Ghnwitz 
and  Kofld.  Si8t<*r  Helen  Seott  Hay,  writing  from  Kief,  aa- 
lured  Sister  Alice  that  the  Russian  soldiers  were  quite  the  uieest 
pitacEiita  she  had  ever  seen,  A  New  York  ne^vspaper  woman 
mn^t  tragic  word  of  Serbia.  Political  jealousy^  intrigue 
awl  cTinning  ran  high  in  the  Hungarian  capital.  *'Sniall  won- 
der,'' wrote  Sister  Aliee,  "tliat  they  term  Budapest  the  whirl- 
pool of  modern  Europe.^'  During  the  early  spring  of  11)15, 
tbr  city  became  a  maelstrom  throngh  which  gray  hordes  streamed 
down  to  the  Carpathian  and  Italian  frontiers.  Sister  Alice 
VTotc  on  March  11  to  Miss  Delano: 

You  have  read  in  the  papers  about  the  movement  of  Ger- 
man troops  to  (Jnlicia.  Serbia  and  Transylvania?  Thosie  mil- 
liong  of  men  keep  mnrching  past  our  hospital.  \ve<'k  in  and 
week  out.  Troop  trains  constantly  go  by  night  and  day, 
loaded  with  soldiers  and  anmiiiiiition.  Army  wagons,  ara- 
bobnceB,  artillery,  automobiles,  ox-carts  and  aeroplanes  form 
m  never-ending  procession.  All  types  of  vehicles  from  an 
imperial  coup6  to  a  Fifth  Avenue  motor  bus  are  used. 

Tbe  l^icrninn  s«jldiers  are  always  singing.  At  almost  any 
hour  of  the  night  when  one  awakens,  we  cnn  liear  "Die  Wat'ht 
am  Rhein"  or  ''Morgenrolh."  As  tliey  swing  past  our  lius- 
pital  in  the  daytime  the  infantry  smartly  salute  the  Stars 
and  Stripes  above  their  heads. 

Hot  summer  months  brought  no  cessation  of  work  to  IFnit  E. 
Sifter  Alice's  letters  referred  repeatedly  to  the  unselfish  hclp- 
of  the  wounded.  When  it  became  evident  tiiat  he  could 
►ver,  a  critically  ill  soldier  was  removed  in  July  to  a 
hospital  nearer  his  home.  His  comrade  in  the  next  bod,  who 
hftd  helped  care  for  him  constantly,  came  to  Sister  Alice  the 
next  day  and  asked  if  his  cot  might  not  be  placed  by  the  iiido 
of  iome  other  very  sick  patient.  "Die  Sch western  have  taught 
W0  bow  to  be  gentle/*  be  said,  ''and  I  would  help.'' 

When  the  American  flag  and  the  Red  Cross  banner  were 
iovercd  for  the  last  time,  Septemlxjr  20,  191.0,  the  Red  Cross 
hoepital  closed  its  doora  with  a  record  of  1543  cases  and  313 
ttajor  operations.  The  death  rate  was  less  than  one  and  one- 
half  per  cent  of  the  total  admissions.  Dr.  OookMt(»ii,  Dr.  Met- 
edf  and  Ur.  Miller,  with  eleven  nurses,  joined  Dr.  Snoddy's 
nut  for  service  among  German  prisoners. 
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WboTi  the  American  Red  Crass  had  offered  its  ten  relief 
units  in  August,  1914,  to  the  belligerents  of  the  European  War, 
the  detachment  of  twelve  nurses  and  three  surgeons  destined 
for  duty  in  Serbia,  had  not  Imxmi  sent  upon  rlie  S.  S.  Red  Cross, 
because  of  the  expense  thnt  wruild  have  attached  to  an  extended 
trip  of  the  vessel  down  through  the  Mediterranean  for  just  these 
fifteen.  Thus  a  dingy  merchant  vessel  instead  of  the  white 
Mercy  Ship  brought  Unit  No.  1  to  Saloniki  for  its  destination 
further  north,  at  the  time  the  first  overwhelming  tide  of  suffer- 
ing and  disease  incident  to  the  Serbs'  gallant  part  in  the  war 
rushed  across  the  sunny  agricultural  lands  of  the  little  Balkan 
principality. 

The  Serbian  people  had  always  been  a  nation  of  farmer- 
soldiers.  Pride  in  ownership  of  field  and  cattle-herd  had  bred 
a  fierce  national  love  of  independence.  Manual  toil,  shared 
alike  by  rich  and  poor,  had  developed  a  fine,  upstanding  democ- 
racy. The  people  had  clung  desperately  through  years  of  in- 
ternal and  extenial  warfare  to  the  hope  of  a  great  Jugo-Slavic 
kingdom.  Since  the  dawn  of  European  history,  the  Balkan 
peninsula  had  constituted  the  natural  trade-gates  to  the  East 
and  its  control  had  been  the  goal  of  ambitious  world-powers 
since  the  days  of  ^Vloxandcr  the  Great.  Exhausted  by  two 
previous  wars,  Serbia  chose  to  submit  to  the  terms  of  Austria's 
ultimatum  of  July  23,  1014,  rather  than  to  endure  her  power- 
ful neighlvtr's  "punitive  expedition."  But  in  spite  of  Serbia's 
humble  agreement  to  eight  of  the  ten  Austrian  demands,  Aus- 
tria declared  war  ^Tuly  2S  on  the  seemingly  defenseless  little 
kingdom  to  the  south.  History  records  the  resultant  action  of 
Russia,  Germany,  France,  Great  Britain,  Italy  and  the  United 
States. 

Serbia  swiftly  mobilized  her  five  million  population.  An 
heroic  baud  of  000  medical  men  marched  away  with  tlie  new 
Army.  Serbia  had  only  one  doctor  for  every  5500  of  her  sturdy 
p'asant-soldiers.  The  gi>vrrnment  immediately  accepted  the 
offers  of  sanitary  assistance  which  were  extended  her  by  the 
Red  Cross  societies  of  several  then  neutral  nations. 

Among  these  contingents  of  surgeons  and  nurses  was  the 
American  Red  Cross  Serbian  Unit  No,  1,  of  which  Dr.  Edward 
W.  Ryan,  of  Scranton,  Pennsylvania,  was  director  and  Mary 
E.  Gladwin  was  supervising  nurse.  Miss  Gladwin's  share 
in  Red  Cross  nursing  in  the  Spanish- American  War  has  already 
been  mentioned.     She  was  graduated  from  the  Boston  City 
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.  was  in  turn  superintendent  of  nurses  of  the  Womaifs 
,  New  York  City;  of  the  City  Hospital,  Cleveland, 
Ohio;  and  of  the  Akron  (Ohio)  Visiting  Nurses'  Association. 
At  a  Japanese  base  hospital  during  the  Russo-Japanese  War, 
Ant  had  received  experience  in  the  lonely,  monotonous,  ex- 
hugting  school  of  war  nursing.  As  chief  nurse,  she  htid  (li- 
the relief  work  of  many  American  Hed  Cross  nurses 
ng  the  Dai,*ton  flood. 
Upon  the  arrival  of  Unit  No.  1  at  Niah,  Crown  Prince  Alex- 
♦T  uaked  the  Americans  if  they  were  williug  U)  reptirt  to 
the  Military  Hospital  at  lielgrade.  The  Austrians  were  at 
that  lime  bombarding  the  city.  Unit  No.  1  accepted  tlio  chal- 
lenge with  alacrity  and  on  October  15,  1914,  took  over  tliis 
cxeellently  equipped  institution,  then  tilled  with  wounded  Serbs. 
The  Military  Hospital  at  Belgrade  consisted  of  nine  modern 
Mone  pavilions,  erecte<l  in  11)07  by  the  military  authorities. 
The  main  building  had  two  wings  in  which  were  two  large 
operating-rooms,  a  lalK)ratory,  a  main  office  and  four  wards 
of  fifty  beds  each  constnicted  according  to  modem  standards 
«ath  white-tiled  floors  and  ample  windows.  Adjacent  to  the 
building  were  medical  and  surgical  pavilions  of  one 
Inindred  Lfdi*  each.  Nearby  were  the  administration  building, 
the  kit^'hen,  laundry,  chapel  and  morgue.  A  magazine  and 
trenches  plainly  visible  from  the  windows  of  one  pavilion 
brought  home  to  the  Americans  their  closeness  to  war. 

Grave  difficulties  confronted  this  unit  of  three  American 
surgeons  and  twelve  nurses.  During  the  first  seventeen  days 
of  heroic  house  cleaniug,  they  cared  for  approximately  one 
thousand  lightly  wounded  Serbs,  Dr.  Ryan's  responsibilities 
were  greatly  increased  by  his  appointment  on  November  25  to 
the  general  directorship  of  the  military  and  civil  hoHpitals  in 
the  entire  city.  His  and  Miss  Gladwin's  professional  and  ad- 
ministrative duties  were  further  complicated  by  the  fact  that 
they  could  communicate  with  National  Headquarters,  Wash- 
ington, I).  C,  only  through  the  already  overtaxed  cables  of 
the  8tate  Department.  Medical  supplies  could  not  be  obtained 
IB  Belgrade,  Food  for  the  patients  was  unsuitable  and  inade- 
te.  Overhead  shrieked  the  Austrian  shells.  Miss  Gladwin 
ibed  the  bombardment  of  the  city : 


oute 
daicri 


There  was  no  time  during  the  first  six  months  that  Borae 
of  the  guns  were  not  fired.    My  room  was  a  little  white-washed 
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one.  Every  time  one  of  the  bi;j  French  guns  would  fire,  for 
example,  it  would  show  the  flash  on  my  wall.  It  would 
illuminate  the  wall  and  then,  in  a  second  or  two,  I  would 
hear  the  boom  of  the  guns.    That  kept  up  night  after  night.'** 

At  two  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  November  30,  the  Serbian 
authorities  notified  I>r.  Ryan  that  they  were  evacuating  Bel- 
grade heeause  their  supply  of  ammunition  was  almost  exhausted. 
They  left  one  hundred  of  their  seriously  wounded  in  hia  care. 
Of  the  taking  of  the  city,  Dr.  Ryan  wrote  Major  Patterson : 

No  uutlioritics  were  left.  As  there  were  many  robbers  about, 
stores  were  looted.  .  .  .  Many  people  were  being  held  up  in 
broad  (inyh'ght  and  it  was  neces»J«ry  to  do  something  for  the 
poor  who  had  no  food.  As  we  had  not  enough  for  the  patients 
at  tlie  hospitals,  I  sent  men  into  the  country  to  bring  in  all 
the  food  they  could  lay  their  hands  \i[Km.  l^iit  before  their 
return  the  Austrians  arrived  and  forty-eight  hours  after  the 
first  troops,  their  wounded. 

We  worked  day  and  night  until  we  could  no  longer  con- 
tinue. We  had  wounded  men  everywhere.  Starting  at  six 
oY'lo(.'k  in  the  morning  we  would  dress  wounds  all  day.  About 
nine  oVlock  at  niglit  we  would  start  to  operate  and  work 
until  five  or  six  in  the  morning.  Many  nights  we  got  no 
fileej*  and  never  more  than  throe  hours.  Halls,  floors  of  wards 
and  every  plate  a  man  could  (it  in,  we  had  filled.  We  had  in 
tliis  hoHpital  for  several  days  thri'i^  tliou.'^iuid  wounded  and 
one  day  we  had  nine  thousand  in  the  grounds.  I  was  then 
forced  to  tieg  the  Austrian  otticials  to  send  some  of  them  to 
the  hospitals  in  Iluugary. 

During  the  Austrian  occupation,  the  American  Red  Cross 
furnished  food,  eoul  and  wood  to  all  the  hospitals  in  Belgrade 
and  supplied  six  thousand  loaves  of  bread  daily  for  the  poor. 
Soup,  a  little  meat,  a  few  beans,  and  an  allowance  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  grams  of  bread,  comprised  the  rations  for 
patients  and  staff  of  the  Militar}*  Hospital. 

An  instipportable  burden  of  work  confronted  the  nurses.  The 
Austrians  brought  hundreds  of  cases  of  frozen  hands  and  feet, 
dysenterv*,  recurrent  fever,  typhus  and  typhoid  to  the  American 
Rod  Cross  Hospital.  Other  patients  suffered  from  every  type 
of  rifle,  shrapnel,  grenade  and  bomb  wound.    Ox-carts  and  hay 

*' Paper  read  by  Mine  Gladwin  Iw'fore  the  Nincti'tnth  Annual  Cunvpntion 
of  the  American  XursM*  AMOciation  ht>ld  bt  Now  OrK^antt,  Ln..  1010; 
l«t^r  pulili^hrtl  in  the  Amvrieon  Journal  of  hurnng,  June,  1010,  VoK  XVI^ 
page  1)05. 
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ms  had  tnuiBported  some  of  the  patients,  often  without 
eren  First  Aid  dresaings  on  their  wounds,  from  remote  monn- 
tain  towns.  Ganpreue  set  in  and  the  exhausted  nnrses,  on  their 
slow  roundis  to  ininister  to  tlioae  who  posHessod  at  least  a  lighting 
rhanee  for  life,  had  t-o  pass  by  the  doomed  men.  Miss  Gladwin 
wrote  of  the  pitiful  cries  of  the  dying: 

There  was  a  ward  next  to  mine,  with  a  door  leading  directly 
into  it.  I  could  hear  every  sound  in  it  and  I  used  to  tumble 
into  bed  at  two  or  three  o'clock  in  the  morning  nnd  hoar 
thosie  men  in  the  ward.  They  begged  and  praj'ed  in  all 
languages  for  help.  They  swore,  they  tore  their  bandages 
AJid  the  nights  when  I  got  up  (it  took  all  my  strength  of 
mind  to  stay  in  bed),  I  knew  exactly  what  I  woulrl  find  when 
I  went  in, — the  men  in  their  apony  tearing  off  the  dressings, 
the  dark  streams  of  blood  on  the  floor. *^ 

In  the  meantime  the  Serbs  had  received  a  fresh  supply  of 
ammunition  from  the  French.  They  rallied  and  advanced  on 
the  too-contidcnt  Austrians  with  a  fury  which  drove  them  com- 
plrtcly  out  of  Serbia.  The  order  to  evacuate  Belgrade  came  as 
quirklv  to  the  Austrians  as  to  the  Serbs.  Cannon  began  to 
thunder  afar  during  the  early  dawn  of  I>ecember  13.  At  eleven 
o'clock,  Serbian  and  French  heavy  artillery  had  found  the  range 
and  were  pounding  the  slopes  of  the  city.    Dr.  Ryan  wrote: 

By  one  o'clock,  the  battle  was  raging  on  the  outskirts. 
At  dark,  shells  were  bursting  everywhere.  The  streets  were 
jammed  with  cannon,  ^Idierd,  supply  wagons  and  horses 
going  toward  the  bridges  that  wou!*l  take  them  across  the 
Danube  and  Save  rivers  to  safely.  They  continued  the 
retreat  until  the  next  morning,  when  the  Serbians  destroyed 
the  bridges,  leaving  those  who  had  not  gotten  across,  as  pris- 
oners on  this  side.  About  five  hundred  Austrian  wounded 
▼ere  left  in  our  care. 

The  following  days  brought  lighter  work  to  the  hig  military 
hospital.  The  earc  of  the  Serbian  wounded  was  not  so  heavy- 
"The  work  has  been  indescribably  liard,"  wrote  Miss  Gladwin 
ilisB  Delano,  "hut  it  has  grown  much  litchtor  during  the  last 
•kfl.  The  nurses  arc  becoming  a  little  rested,  in  readi- 
the  Next  Thing,  whatever  that  may  be.'* 
ife  Next  Thing  was  t^>'phu3.     Hordes  of  refugees  pouring 

"Paper  read  by  Mistt  Glndwin  before  the  Nincttvnlli  AnnuftI  Convfntion 
of  lli«»  Amtrirjin  Xurscs'  AKMKintifm  liekl  nt  New  Orlenns.  La.,  1016; 
later  published  in  the  American  Journal  of  Suriting,  Juuc.  1016,  Vol.  XVly 
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down  from  the  frontiers,  a  shortage  of  adequate  food  and  Uic 
total  dearth  of  Serbian  doctors  and  nurses  favored  the  con- 
tagion until  it  swept  the  little  principality.  A  graduate  of 
Roosevelt  Hospital,  then  in  Nish,  wired  National  Headquar- 
ters; "Typhus  raging  throughout  country.  Mortality  high. 
Cholera  feurrU  later.  Help  urgently  needed,  especially  doctors, 
nurses  with  hospital  isolation  equipment,  distnfectors  for 
t^V-phus  clothing."  Mr.  Bicknell,  National  Director  of  the 
American  Red  Cross,  then  in  Europe  with  the  Rockefeller  Com- 
mission, cabled  :  "Typhus  overshadows  everything  else."  Dr. 
Ryan's  report  for  February  gave  fuller  details: 

During  the  month  we  added  to  our  nximber  about  800 
patients,  totaling  1850  in  all.  Typhus  has  overrun  Serbia. 
In  Xish  alone  there  are  one  hundred  deaths  a  day  and  I 
believe  at  least  fifty  a  day  here*  though  Belgrade  is  better 
off  from  a  amitary  standpoint,  than  any  city  in  Serbia. 
Typhoid  claims  its  share.  Many  die  also  from,  relapsing 
fever.  There  are  always  shells  pasning  over  us,  as  the  Aus- 
triaus  retaliate  on  Belgrade  tlie  French  lire  on  the  City  of 
Semlin  across  the  river,  now  exceedingly  high.  This  pre- 
cludes the  possibility  of  military  action  for  some  time  to 
come.  Fortunately  it  will  give  us  a  chance  to  try  to  get  rid 
of  the  typhus  upon  us. 

Until  April,  1015,  at  the  height  of  the  typhus  epidemic. 
Unit  1  had  worked  entirely  alone  as  the  only  group  of  American 
siirgoons  and  nurses  in  northern  Serbia,  hut  circumstances  out- 
lined Iwlow  then  drew  to  them  members  of  two  olhi*r  American 
Ilcd  Cross  units  which  bad  previously  been  assigned  to  duty  on 
the  southern  frontier  at  Gevgeli.  During  the  autumn  of  1914, 
following  the  suwress  of  Unit  No.  1,  the  Serbian  Government 
had  requested  National  Red  Cross  Head<]uarters  to  send  addi- 
tional surgecms  and  nurses  to  assist  them  in  earing  for  their 
sick  and  wounded.  In  response^  two  units  had  been  sent  to 
Serbia  in  Deceml)er,  1014,  and  had  been  assigned  to  a  large 
military  hospital  iumI  prisoulsmip  at  Gevgeli,  fifty  miles  inland 
from  the  Gri»ek  l)order.  Dr.  Ethan  Flagg  Butler,  of  Washing- 
ton, I).  C,  was  director  of  Serbian  Unit  No.  2;  Dr.  Ernest 
Pendleton  Mngmder,  of  the  same  city,  was  director  of  Serbian 
Unit  No.  3  ;  Mathilde  Krneger,  of  Detroit.  Michigan,  was  super- 
visor of  the  twelve  nurses  who  compriflod  the  nursing  staff  of  the 
two  units.  A  detailed  account  of  their  struggles  at  Gevgeli 
will  follow. 
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Wbile  Dr.  Ryan  and  his  associates  were  endeavoring  to 
dieck  the  spread  of  the  typhus  epidemic  in  Belgrade,  word 
came  during  the  hi8t  dayd  of  Februnrv,  1015,  to  the  American 
consul  at  Nish  that  the  majority  of  the  members  of  Units  Ko. 
2  and  3  had  been  infected  with  typhus  at  Gevgeli.  He  im- 
mediately communicated  with  Dr.  Ryan  and  with  National 
Red  Cross  Headquarters.  Major  Patterson  cabled  Dr.  Kirby- 
Smith  at  Pan  to  send  one  surgeon  and  throe  nurses  of  ^le 
French  units  to  the  aid  of  the  stricken  Americans,  and  in- 
rtmcted  Dr.  Ryan  to  investigate  inmie^iately  the  situation  at 
Gevgeli.  Upon  his  arrival  there,  Dr.  Ryan  found  that  only 
four  nurses  of  the  staff  of  twelve  and  two  doctors  of  the  original 
Dumber  of  aix  had  escaped  infection.  These  six  Americans 
still  on  duty  were,  however,  taking  good  care  of  their  own  sick. 
Dr.  Ryan  suggested  that  Units  2  and  3  withdraw  from  Gevgeli 
to  Sflloniki  as  sofju  as  the  health  of  tlie  patients  permitted.  He 
then  on  March  3  returned  to  Belgrade  and  resumed  his  efforts  to 
c»mbut  the  typhus  which  was  becoming  epidemic  in  Bel^ade, 

For  the  next  three  weeks,  Dr.  Ryan  was  the  only  American 
surgeon  in  the  big  Military  Hospital.  His  two  assistants  had 
returned  to  the  United  States,  March  3,  in  company  with  three 
nurses  of  Unit  No.  1  whose  strength  hud  not  been  equal  to  the 
strain  of  the  Austrian  twcupation.  The  depleted  unit  tried  gal- 
lantly to  meet  its  responsibilities.  "Life  is  rather  monotonous/' 
Miss  Gladwin  wrote  Miss  Delano,  "we  go  nowhere  and  see  few 
people,  but  we  get  along  surprisingly  wclL  I  am  as  usual 
well,"  she  continued,  "a  little  thin  pt^rhaps  and  acquiring  gray 
hairs  steadily,  but  happy  and  content  to  be  in  Serbia  and  glad 
to  have  escaped  the  fuss,  feathers  and  festivities  which  seem  to 
have  overtaken  some  of  our  units." 

In  the  meantime,  Dr.  Kirby-Sraith  and  llie  nurses  from  Pau 
bad  arrived  at  Saloniki  and  there  had  found  several  i-ouvales- 
cent  members  of  Serbian  Units  No.  2  and  3.  Leaving  the 
ttarsefl  there,  he  had  then  gone  on  to  Gevgeli  and  found  tliat 
the  patients  were  progressing  well  there  and  that  the  remaining 
members  of  Units  No.  2  and  3  would  be  able  within  u  few  days 
to  withdraw  entirely  from  that  ill-fated  Serbian  hospital  camp. 
He  and  Dr.  Bntlcr  then  proceeded  to  P»elp'ade  to  consult  Dr. 

S^  an  regarditig  the  next  mr)V(\  They  arrived  at  the  Military 
spital  ou  tlie  very  day  that  Dr.  Ryan  himself  came  down 
with  typhus.  Miss  Gladwin  wrote  of  her  emotions  when  she 
fint  aaw  them : 


i 


1 


182   HISTORY  OF  AMERICAN  RED  CROSS  XURSIXO^ 

I  went  back  to  the  sterilizing-room  and  as  I  entered  l^^ 
looked  up.    There  in  the  doorway  stood  two  men  in  the  un^H 
forms  of  American  Red  Cross  surgeons.     I  rubbed  my  eyes]^" 
bocauBe  I  thought  that  my  wish  for  help  was  making  me  see 
visions,  but  I  went  forward  and  found  Dr.  Kirby-Smith  and 
Dr.  Butler.    It  seemed  the  merest  accident  which  had  brought 
them  there,  but  I  sliall  always  believe  it  was  in  answer  to 
prayer. 

The  contagion  swiftly  overtook  other  members  of  the  unit 
at  Belgrade.  On  March  28,  Hiss  Gladwin  wrote  Miss  Dolanc* 
that  Ida  Lusk,  a  BelicvuG  niirse,  was  desperately  sick  with 
typhus.  Dr.  Ryan  had  develop4'd  pjieumonia.  *'It  is  pitiful," 
^liss  Gladwin  added,  **tn  hear  him  in  his  delirium  going  ov 
and  over  again  the  details  of  the  wi>rk." 

Immediately  upon  his  arrival,  l)r,  Kirby-Smith  wired  to  Dr. 
Magruder  at  Saloniki  for  which  recnforcements  from  Units  2 
and  3  as  might  safely  be  spared.  Then  with  Dr.  Butler,  he  set 
to  work.  In  that  over-cruwded  hospital  shelled  by  enemy  fire, 
with  an  exhausted  nursing  stuff  and  a  stricken  director,  Miss 
Gladwin  and  the  remaining  seven  nurses  faced  the  rounds  of 
duty  with  cheerfulness  and  ei|uauimity.  Fear  held  tlieir  hearts 
in  a  grip  of  iron,  hut  tlie  diflcipline  of  their  pnifession  steadied 
them  and  sent  them  ahnut  their  duties,  which  was  soon  to  in- 
olndo  the  care  of  other  desperately  ill  nurses  and  the  burial 
of  one  of  their  ]x»st-loved  surgeons.  VVitli  the  eahnness  of  the 
experienced  sanitarian,  Dr.  Kirby-Smith  reported  to  his  su- 
perior officer  at  National  Headquarters: 

The  typhus  situation :  At  the  time  of  my  arrival*  the 
epidemic  was  at  its  height,  with  nine  hundred  cases  under 
treatnjcnt  in  the  typhus  pavilions.  The*^e  buildings  were  not 
under  our  administration.  Our  own  wards  were  overcrowded, 
and  patients  had  necessarily  been  admitted  in  such  large  num- 
bers that  there  was  no  chance  to  give  them  careful  examina- 
tion. The  result  was  that  typhus  became  epidemic  in  our 
pavilions,  Kyan  probalily  contracted  the  liisease  hy  working 
in  the  wards.  This  nuiy  also  be  said  of  Miss  Lusk,  although 
she  had  specialed  several  cases. 

Dr.  Magruder  arrived  in  Belgrade  March  .11.    He  had  fevec^^ 
of  lot  degrees  withiit  a  few  hours,  in  fact  he  had  not  beed^H 
well  for  ec\eral  days  prior  to  leaving  (Jcvgeli.  but  nntwith^^™ 
standing  this,  he  continued  his  work  of  arranging  transpor- 
tation for  his  party  and  supplies,  working  hard  at  a  time 
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when  he  should  have  been  in  bed.  During  the  first  days  of 
his  illne$6»  bis  condition  did  not  give  us  undue  alumi,  but 
thirty-six  hours  before  his  death,  he  was  suddenly  over- 
whelmed by  poisons  of  the  disease.  He  died  April  8  and  will 
be  buried  here  in  the  Civil  Cemetery. 

Miss  Helen  Kerrigan,  of  Brooklyn,  New  York,  was  taken 
suddenly  ill  April  13.  Typhus  was  positively  diagnosed  a  few 
<hiTfl  later.  She  evidently  contrat'ted  the  disease  from  work 
in  tlie  wards. 

XiAd  Helen  Smith  became  ill  April  18.  She  had  specialed 
Miss  Lusk  and  had  not  been  on  <luty  in  the  wards  for  a 
month. 

Miss  Rebecca  Watson  (from  Pau)  developed  severe  typhus 
May  5. 

Tiie  nurses  have  been  moved  to  a  part  of  the  hospital  enpe- 
cially  cleaned  and  disinfected  for  their  occupancy.  Only 
oit-aHional  cai^es  now  develoi)  iu  our  wards,  and  it  is  believed 
Uiat  wp  will  soon  have  the  disease  entirely  stamped  out  of  our 
pavjliuns.  Of  course,  there  remains  the  chance  thnt  our 
jiersonnel  may  be  bitten  by  an  infected  louse,  conditions  being 
such  that  we  have  not  entire  control  over  every  one  with  whom 
we  come  in  contact. 

The  routine  of  the  hospital  now  runs  smoothly.  Dr.  Butler 
with  Dr.  Downer  as  his  assistant  is  in  charge  of  the  surgical 
pavilions,  and  the  enclosed  list  of  operations  gives  an  idea  of 
tht*  work  being  accomplished  [averaging  five  dailyj,  Drs. 
Kirkpatrick  uud  Hagler  each  have  a  large  pavilion.  My 
duties  are  largely  administrative,  but  I  have  given  my  per- 
sonal attention  to  the  members  of  our  party  stricken  with 
lyphtjs.  Dr.  Kyau  is  making  a  good  convalescence,  and  I 
hope  aoou  to  turn  over  to  him  the  management  of  his  hos- 
pital. I  will  at  once  start  for  home^  with  Miss  Lehiiianii 
And  Miss  Ixjfving  [May  0,  1015]. 


While  the  routine  work  of  saving  life  and  warding  off  death 
to  ihft  last  moment  of  resistance,  went  on  as  usual  within  the 
Atncricfln  Hospital,  spring  came  to  Belgrade  with  soft  winds 
and  vivid  sunsets.  Clear  balmy  days  brought  out  the  eon- 
Talcsccnta  in  wheclH?hairs  to  watch  the  French  aviators  circling 
the  city  on  their  way  to  and  from  scouting  expeditions  across 
the  Danube  and  the  Save.    Though  the  enemy  made  ready  to 

low  his  assault,  all  Serbia  drew  a  vast  sigh  of  relief  and 
the  summer  with  h<tpe.    Typhus  was  gone,  thanks  largely 

that  band  of  forty-seven  sanitarians  under  Dr.  Richard  P. 
Strong,  which  the  Rockefeller  Foundation  and  the  American 
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Red  Gross  had  sent  during  the  dark  days  of  early  spring," 
And  no  loiiger  did  the  menace  of  cholera  fill  man,  woman  and 
child  with  paralyzing  fear. 

Upon  the  arrival,  April  13,  of  six  relief  nurses  and  two 
surgeons,  better  days  came  qnifkly.  Following  their  convales- 
cence, Mis»  Smith  and  Miss  Kerrigan  were  transferred  to  an 
American  Red  Cross  hospital  at  Yvetot^  France.  When  tired 
monilMTs  from  all  thnv  iiiiitH  were  invalided  home  in  June, 
Miss  Dc'lauo  scut  otlicis  ti>  till  ihc  gaps.  Miss  Gladwiu*8  letter 
of  July  7  to  MisH  Deluiui  diiTered  greatly  from  those  short 
notes  written  in  previous  mouths:  , 

You  are  cordially  invited  to  a  t^a  at  the  American  Hos-- 
pital  at  fonr-thirty  o'clock.  You  will  have  no  dirticulty  in 
finding  us,  as  our  flag  on  the  clock  tower  is  visible  from  many 
partfl  of  the  city.  The  sentry  at  the  gate  will  let  you  through 
the  archway.  Come  along  the  drive  under  the  tower.  As 
you  open  the  front  door  leading  into  the  hig.  cool  hall,  you 
will  see  Old  Glory  again,  colorful  and  splendid  against  all 
our  whiteness,  giving  you  a  sense  of  proto<'tion  and  security. 

Come  straight  down  the  corridor  to  double-doors  opened 
wide  in  welcome.  A  great,  white-tiled  rrxmi.  with  enormous 
window  spaces;  a  long  writing-table  covered  with  green  blot- 
ters ;  a  newspaper  tabic ;  and  a  tea-table  ^ay  with  bright  chintz, 
a  bunch  of  blue  and  white  larkspur,  another  of  purple  ten- 
weeks  stock,  red  and  white  geraniums  in  pots  and  begonias 
covered  with  coral  blossoms, — that's  our  tea-room  where  you 
may  find  on  any  afternoon  a  warm  welcome  and  many  cups  of 
Sir  Thomas  Lipton's  "best." 

You  will  like  the  Red  Cross  family.  You  know  all  my 
girls,  hilt  you  haven*t  seen  them  in  their  gray  gowns  as  they 
come  from  their  work  in  the  wards.  You  will  like  the  way 
they  look,  a  little  tired  and  worn,  perhaps,  hut  eontented  and 
happy,  women  who  huve  made  a  name  for  good  behavior  and 
hard  work  surh  as  belongs  to  no  other  mission  in  Serbia. 

You  may  not  know  the  men  so  well.  Though  he  may  be 
called  away  Iwfore  his  second  cup  is  poured,  our  Director  will 
come.  The  Secoud-iu-Command  will  drink  his  tea  with  great 
enjoyment.  The  Profejisor  will  bear  in  his  hands  a  potted 
geranium  which  he  carries  from  room  to  room  seeking  sunny 
windows.  Kumor  hath  it  that  he  sings  a  lullaby  to  it  every 
night ! 

The  Photographer  with  his  big  pipe  in  the  comer  of  his 

"  For  an  account  of  the  work  of  tbia  commiMJon  Bee  *'Under  the  R«d 
Cross  Flag/'  Mabel  T.  Boardroan,  J.  I).  Lippincott  Company,   1016, 
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mouth  ami  his  bauds  ilripping  "hypo/'  will  hurry  across  from 
tlie  dark  room  to  eliow  you  his  latest  picture  of  the  market- 
place. Come  see  our  Student,  our  Atheist,  our  Democrat  aud 
our  Boy  for  yourself! 

Delay  in  thr  loiig-f  xpocted  advance  of  the  Russians  and  Serbs 
upon  Bndaportt  lightened  materially  the  work  at  the  American 
Hospital  dnring  the  smimier,  but  tried  the  nerves  of  officers 
and  privates  alike. 

During  the  hot  summer  months,  the  immaculate  hospital  on 
the  hill  maintained  an  average  of  six  hundred  patients.  Quiet 
days  brought  the  x\mericans  welcome  opportunity  to  become  bet- 
ter acquainted  with  their  simple-hearted,  generous,  appreciative 
•oldier  charges.    One  sister  wrote  of  her  orderly; 

The  linen  closet  on  my  floor  was  not  clean  enough  to  suit 
me.  After  1  had  sijent  an  entire  afternoon  on  it,  one  of  the 
"bolachi"  (as  they  call  the  men  who  help  us),  came  into  the 
ward  clapping  hid  hands  and  beckoning  me  to  follow.  I  did 
so,  thinking  that  he  had  seen  the  linen  closet  and  approved. 
When  we  both  got  to  the  door,  he  clapped  his  hands  even  more 
delightedly  and  motioned  me  to  open  it.  To  my  astonishment 
out  flew  two  white  pigeon**.  He  had  arranged  a  cozy  nest  fur 
tliem  among  my  immaculate  sheets!  At  intervals  he  would 
come  and  get  me  to  go  with  him  to  see  his  pets  Hy  out  and 
light  on  his  head.  When  they  were  banished^  he  seemed  al- 
moet  heart-broken. 

Evcr>'  lime  an  Austrian  bullet  is  removed  from  a  Serbian's 
wound  all  the  patients  get  around  his  bed  and  sing  the 
Serbian  national  anthem.  I  had  a  boy  of  seventeen  who  had 
had  a  bullet  removed  from  his  foot.  On  his  return  from 
the  o|)eraling-room  he  was  still  half  under  the  anaesthetic 
and  1  left  him  for  a  few  minutes  to  get  a  hy]X)dermic.  I 
returned  to  tind  him  sitting  up  in  bed,  completely  surrounded 
by  other  patients,  all  who«)ping  lustily  ! 


The  second  Austrian  offensive,  long  expected  by  the  French 
and  Serbian  armies,  was  launched  against  lielgrade  in  Septem- 
ber, 1015,  The  American  Red  Cross  Hospital  quickly  tilled 
with  wounded.  Although  the  American  Ked  Cross  f(»nnally  re- 
called their  foreign  units  on  October  1,  1915,  the  Serbian 
lister  of  War,  in  the  name  of  their  King,  begged  the  Ameri- 
to  remain,  assuring  them  thut  the  Serbian  Government 
vould  gladly  defray  expenses.     Bulgaria  was  on  the  verge  of 
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a  declaration  of  war.  One  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  Oer- 
man  troops  were  massed  ar-ross  the  River  Save.  Dr.  Downer 
described  how  the  Austrians  captured  the  city: 

From  our  vantaj^e  jwint  we  could  witnesB  every  move  in  the 
desperate  uudertaking.  Tlie  broad  river  lay  beneath  us  and 
to  the  right  rose  the  Kalenegdan,  the  old  Belgrade  fortress, 
with  its  white  tower  and  it(^  white  walle,  datiug  from  the  days 
when  the  Turks  were  masters  of  the  city.  Just  across  the 
river  the  comhinod  Au^tro- Hungarian  and  liermau  lieavy 
artiHory  were  hurling  their  great  projectiles,  searching  for  the 
Allies'  artillery  position?.  Allied  artillery  wore  dropping 
shell  in  Semlin.  trying  vainly  to  reach  the  guns  that  were 
slowly  battering  down  tlicir  own  defenses.  The  Austriaiis' 
thirty-jK)iut-five  mortars  were  throwing  entire  houses  into  the 
air,  leaving  great  craters  fifteen  feet  deep  and  thirty  feet  in 
circumference.  Added  to  this,  the  city  caught  fire  and  at 
night  was  a  most  wonderful  sight. 

In  this  wild  scene  we  cotitd  see  tliin  battalions  of  Hun- 
garians, lying  with  their  feet  still  in  the  river  on  the  Bel- 
grade side  of  the  streanu  hold  in  check  by  a  murderous  rifle 
and  machine  gun  tire  from  the  old  wiills  of  the  Kalenegdan 
and  the  trenches  along  the  Danube;  the  damaged  pontoons 
full  of  dead  men  floating  <lown  stream  with  the  swift  cur- 
rent; the  (Germans  making  tiieir  blo4Kly  struggle  to  cross  over 
the  (lypsie  Island  and  finally  tJ»e  combined  Austro-dcrrnan 
rupli  from  the  river  to  the  trenches  and  the  fearfid  hand-to- 
hund  fighting  with  bayonets,  knives  and  club-guns.  -^J 

After  that  came  the  street  fighting,  the  rally  of  the  Serb^^ 
from  Porlock  Heights  back  into  Belgrade,  in  which  heavy 
infantry  and  artillery  figliting  raged  around  the  gates  of 
our  hospital  all  night,  until  finally  in  the  morning  tlie  Serbs 
retreated  for  good.  And  then  we  heard  the  distant  booming 
of  the  cannon  at  Avile,  showing  that  the  Serbs  were  resisting 
to  the  last  the  terrible  onrusli  of  the  Austro-German  forces. ^^h 

Under  that  symbol  of  mercy  which  they  had  worn  so  well, 
Serbian  Units  1,  2,  and  3  could  not  at  this  hour  desert  the 
crowded  hospital.  They  remained  at  their  posts  of  duty  when 
the  dusty,  gray  hordes  again  swarmed  the  streets  and  they 
kept  tlie  doors  of  the  Military  Hospital  open  alike  Xo  Austrian, 
Bulgarian  and  Serbian  wounded.  After  six  weeks  of  stress, 
they  turned  over  the  management  of  the  hospital  to  the  Aus- 
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trian  inilitarj  authorities  and  entrained  November  28,  1915, 
for  Vienna.  From  Vienna,  in  groups  of  three  uiid  four,  the 
Bnrgeons  and  nurses  went  their  several  ways  homeward  to 
merited  rest. 

On  ihe  single  railroad  which  in  1014  eiit  directly  north  and 

ith  across  Serbia,  lay  the  isolated  dejwt  of  Gevgeli.  In  tliia 
dreary  town  near  the  Greek  frontier,  American  Red  Cross 
Units  No.  2  and  3  established  and  attempted  to  maintain  a 
uitlitary  hospital  under  conditions  which  made  their  brief  stay 
a  disastrous  yet  heroic  incident  of  American  Kcd  Cross  service 
dnring  tlie  first  year  of  the  European  War, 

During  the  last  weeks  of  Deceml>er,  1914,  American  Red 
Gross  Units  No,  2  and  3  arrive<l  in  Salonlki  and  wen*  nssigued 
by  the  Serbian  Government  to  the  .Military  Base  Hospital  and 
Prison  Camp  whi<'h  had  Ikx'U  opened  iu  Gevgeli  to  supplement 
the  already  overcrowded  hospitals  scattered  throughout  the 
crntral  part  of  the  small  principality.  Dr.  Ethan  Flagg  Butler, 
of  Wa8hingt4jn,  D.  C,  was  director  of  Unit  No.  -;  Dn  Ernest 
Pendleton  Magrudcr  of  the  same  city,  was  in  charge  of  Unit 
Xo.  3;  Mathild  Krucger,  of  Detroit,  Alichigau,  was  supervisor 
oi  the  twelve  nurses. 

So  highly  developed  were  the  medical  departments  of  the 
armies  of  the  Allied  and  Central  Powers  at  the  outbreak  of 
hoetilities,  that  sanitary  conditions  existing  in  the  Balkans 
red  at  first  unWievable  to  the  pioneer  surgeons  and  nurses 
%ho  went  there  in  1D14.  Native  standards  of  livings  primitive 
to  a  difrree  astounding  to  Americans,  were  lowered  by  the  lack 
of  Uxtd  and  other  supplies  of  every  description,  by  tht*  short- 
age of  lalntr  and  by  the  alisence  of  a  native  medical  and  nursing 
personnel. 

F.mily  I-ouise  Simmonds,  a  graduate  of  the  Roosevelt  SchiKil 
of  Nursing,  New  York  City,  who  underUH)k  service  under  the 
fierbian  Red  Cross,  wrote  of  her  iinpressioiis  of  three  military 
bpspitals  in  Serbia  during  the  winter  of  ltH4: 

Oevgefi  is  the  first  Serbian  town  acrotis  the  Greek  frontier ; 
it  really  represeuts  a  station  depot  and  a  cigarette  factory 
of  four  stories,  surrounded  by  a  eommunit}'  of  squalid  little 
hots. 

At  Kraguyevftts  [northern  Serbia),  T  went  for  a  walk  one 

ffpnifK)!!  wlioti  I  fitiw  a  dressing-room  orderly  emptying  waste 

eanj*.  fillod  with  Ihe  pu.s  dressings,  in  a  ditch  opposite  the 

main  building.     He  answered  my  question  by  stating  in  a 
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surprised  voice  that  thoy  had  never  burned  them  and  it  seemed 

uniiec'essary  to  nUrt  now.  ^H 

Of  2500  Austrian  prisoners  at  Uskub,  1000  are  dead,  20^| 
are  on  their  feet  and  the  rest  are  down  with  wounds  and 
typhus.     Here  their  liospitals  are  in  long,  low-roofed  barns 
vilh   two-fot)t  windows  on   one  side  ouly.     Beds  are  often 
pushed  together  so  that  three  men  lie  on  two  cots,  with  200^, 
in  eaoh  barn,  dying  at  the  rate  of  forty  a  day.  'fll 

One  of  their  biiihlings  was  on  a  steep  hill  and  the  orderly 
used  to  empty  the  dressing-enns  over  the  wal!  where  they 
wouhi  blow  about  in  (ill  directions.  The  Turks  (llskub  was 
Turkish  two  years  ago)  used  to  pick  these  over,  taking  the 
cleanest  ones  to  line  their  wadtleej  waisteoats.  1  don't  want 
to  Im?  disgusting,  but  1  do  want  to  make  you  appreciate  that 
this  may  be  the  beginning  of  an  epidemic  and  is  an  instance 
of  whnt  is  happening  all  over  the  country.  If  any  help  is 
coming  it  must  come  at  once  and  must  bo  of  drastic  measure. 


The  American  Red  Cross  Units  Nos.  2  and  3  were  placed  ia 
charge  of  an  improvised  hospital  located  in  the  cigarette  factory 
described  by  Miss  Simmouds.  It  was  without  heat,  water,  or 
drainage  and  it  sheltered  under  its  leaking  roof  1200  surgical 
patients.  Two  days  after  the  arrival  of  the  units,  560  addi- 
tional wounded  raised  the  quota  to  well  over  1700  sick  and 
dying  men.  Hospital  e<|uipment  consisted  of  straw  mattresses 
laid  4in  the  tobacco-littered  lioor.  Every  drop  of  water  had  to 
be  brought  from  a  distane(\  All  waste  and  excreta  were  carried 
to  a  cesspiMil  8c;v(*ral  hundred  rods  from  the  building.  The 
basement  was  tilled  with  an  accnnmlation  of  soiled  clothes 
and  linen  over  which  thousands  of  body  lice  crawled.  When 
Saints'  Days  did  not  forbid,  three  Turkish  women  came  to  wash 
a  few  sheets  and  pajamas  in  small  crib-shaped  tubs  similar  to 
American  chopping-V>owl8. 

Gevgeli  was  a  small  community.  Serbian  officers  occupied 
the  few  wretched  lodging-houses.  Quarters  in  private  houses 
could  not  be  secured.  The  nurses  liad  to  be  assigned  to  a  native 
hotel  in  rooms  approximately  twelve  feet  square,  without  light  or 
heat, — three  women  to  a  r(^H>m.  The  bods  consisted  of  straw 
mattresses  mounted  on  woo<lcn  frames.  One  small  tin  basin 
and  a  water  jug  were  the  ouly  toilet  a<'commodation8  furnished 
the  twelve  nurs<»8.  The  doctors  were  <iunrtered  nearby  at  the 
cholera  Imrracka.  Their  meals,  ciK»kcd  in  the  general  hospital 
kitchen  and  served  iu  the  stall  dining  room^  were  adequate^ 
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fjtcept  perhaps  the  traditional   Serbian  breakfast  which  cou- 
MBti'd  of  tea  with  lemon  and  toasted  black  bread. 

Miss  Krueger  stated  the  spirit  in  which  the  American  units 
sUrlcd  to  work: 

In  this  unsanitary  location,  the  building  crowde<l  to  its 
doors,  with  vermin  and  filth  on  ever}'  hand  and  no  pruspeets 
of  obtaining  vitally  needed  equipment  for  firomoting  better 
sanitary  conditions,  we  went  to  work,  nut  upttnnt^tin  nor 
sanguine  of  results,  but  with  a  determination  to  do  our 
best.  .  .  . 

A  staff  of  two  hundreil  nurses  would  have  been  inadequate. 
For  four  days  we  spent  our  entire  time  getting  all  seriously 
wounded  into  one  ward,  averaging  four  liundnMl  drcs.«ings  a 
day.  Badly  infected  wounds  were  the  rule,  not  the  exception. 
Many  had  not  been  dressed  since  tompornr)'  First  Aid  on  the 
field  ten  days  to  two  weeks  previous.  Every  day  we  realized 
more  and  more  how  pitifully  inadequate  was  our  force.  Con- 
ditions grew  more  disheartening  with  each  week." 


I 


The  tobacco  factory  was  so  dirty  that  the  American  surgeons 
did  not  dare  attempt  there  the  heavy  surgical  work  impera- 
lire  for  the  recovery  of  the  patients.  Dr.  Butler  accordingly 
secured,  January  1,  li>15,  a  large  tobacco  shed  for  use  as  a 
temporary  surgical  hospital.  At  the  coat  of  much  time  and 
disoourngi-^ment,  the  Serbian  Government  finally  furnished  a 
anal]  amount  of  equipment,  including  windows,  a  most  imptirt- 
■Dt  item.  On  the  day  of  the  first  operation,  January  13,  the 
American  flag  was  bravely  hoisted  over  this  warehouse.  A 
sifling  process  of  seeking  out  operative  eases  in  the  tobacco 
factory  and  of  scrubbing,  shaving  and  clothing  them  before 
transportation  to  the  warehouse  for  operation,  soon  filled  the 
•o-called  ''American  Hospital"  to  over-capacity.  Miss  Krueger 
continued : 

Most  tragic  of  all  was  the  meager  and  unsuitable  food 
supply.  Two  meals  a  day  consisting  of  veg»?tRble  soup  and 
coarse  browu  bread  was  the  allowance  for  all  patients.  They 
were  fed  on  this  diet  and  then  treated  for  dysentery,  typhoid 
and  other  intestinal  diseaHCS  witli  a  wisdom  equal  to  tliat  of 
the  sage  who  dipped  up  water  iu  a  sieve.    Poesibly  some  notes 

"Paptr  prepared  by  Mim  Krueger  for  the  convention  of  the  American 
Kurtr  A««ociation.  1015,  at  San  FrnnciHCo,  Calif.;  later  publiahed  In 
iU  Awt^riMn  Joumct  of  Nurting,  Vol.  XV.  p.  1014  1015. 
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taken  from  my  diar^'  give  a  better  picture  of  things  as  llit 
were: 

January  7— All  the  wards  of  the  tobacco  factory  very  cold 
patients  suffering;  food  very  scarce;  impossible  to  g« 
milk  or  eggs.  No  dean  clothes  for  the  patients  or  bedi 
no  laundry  done  for  four  day.s,  being  holiday  week. 

Nurses  all  have  bad  colds  and  begin  to  show  Btrain 
work,  which  is  fatiguing,  depressing  and  <iishoartening« 
I  insist  on  tbeir  having  one  afternoon  and  half  Sunday 
to  get  out  in  the  air  and  sunshine. 

January  20 — New  cases  of  typhus,  pneumonia  and  i^mallpa] 
developing  daily.    Four  hundred  cases  of  recurrent  feveri 
many  of  theni  among  Austrian  prisoners  who  have  be< 
our  only  helpers.     Sanitary  conditions  indescribable. 

January  28— -iledical  wards  almost  hopeless,  so  many  dospei 
ately  sick  patients,  very  little  food  and  no  orderlies  to 
help  with  the  work.    One  ofiour  doctors  and  two  Ameri- 
can nurses  oil  duty  with  temperatures  103  degrees;  prob- 
ably typhus."  ^ 

The  fight  at  Gcvgeli  had  begun  against  overwhelming  odds.^^ 
On  their  arrival  Units  Nos.  2  and  8  had  found  the  sick  and 
wounded  in  so  pitiful  a  condition  that  eonunon  humanity  had 
prompted  the  Americana  to  assume  charge  immediately,  with- 
out taking  the  time  necessary  to  render  their  own  living  con- 
ditions at  least  reasonably  safe.     Massed  against  them  were  la< 
of  equipment  and  supplies,  overwork,  a  strange  language  aii4 
that  pf>tent  ally  of  typhus^  the  body  louse. 

The  members  of  Units  Nos.  2  and  3  went  down  one  by  oi 
before  the  fever.      Dr.   Lane  was  unable  to  report  for  dutj 
January  28;  Clara  Tulloss,  January  29;  Clara  blusher.  Jam 
ary  30;  and  Dr.  King,  February  7.     Anna  Lockerby  wrol 
MissiDelano: 

'On  Monday.  Febniary  8j  Miss  Krueger  did  not  feel  well, 
^but  WBson  duty  all  day  until  four  o'clock.  Two  hours  later 
her  temperature  was  \0'2  degrees.  Wednesday,  there  was  no 
doubt  that  she  had  pneumonia.  Wilhelniina  NVeyhing  did  not 
feel  well  yesterday.  February  IS  :  today  she  had  a  temperature 
of  104  degrees  ;'ty]ihus,  of  course. 

We  are  very  much  crippled  in  our  work.  Dr.  Butler  says 
we  must  come  firi^t.  Our  dressings  are  holding  out.  Wiat 
we  need  most  is  milk,  rocoa,  rice,  eg^s  and  any  kind  of  other 

"Paper  propHn-il  by  Mihh  Kriu*p<T  for  ihr  conv(*ntion  of  tlip  American 
Xur»cH*   Aniswiatinn.    lUl'i.    nt   San    Fruncit^eu.  Calif.:    later   publiohad    m 
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food.  All  diet  we  give  our  patients  is  cabbage  soup.  Sir 
Thomas  Liptoii  and  his  nurt^en  stopped  to  aee  uh  on  their  way 
to  Niflb  aiul  left  us  such  food  an  he  could  spare  from  his  8liip. 
Dr.  Butler  has  worked  hard  to  get  a  plaee  at  last  where  we 
cau  have  our  cook  and  buy  our  own  rations. 

Teresa  Curley  was  the  next  member  of  the  units  to  become 
infected.  On  February  18,  Dr.  James  F*  Donnelly,  of  New 
York  City,  came  down  with  it;  the  following  day,  Maude 
Ellis;  ihe  following  day,  Mary  Sichrs;  on  February  21,  Mary 
D.  Cox.  The  next  day  Miaa  Knioger  developed  typhus  fol- 
lowing pneumonia.  Of  the  original  eighteen  comprising  the 
nnitfi,  four  miraea  and  two  doctors  remained  oa  duty.  Miss 
Lockerby  wrote  Miss  Delano: 

In  two  rooms  we  have  three  nurses  each  and  across  the 
hall,  two  others,  all  typhus,  some  cages  three  weeks  old  and 
one  eleven  days.  Misnes  Fry,  Tetrault  and  1  care  for  them; 
Miss  (*anfiehl  is  nursing  Drs.  King  and  Lane  during  the  day. 
Drs.   Magrudcr   and   Butler   have   done   evorytliing   in   their 

iwer  to  help.  When  the  crises  oame,  they  wanted  to  stay  up 
II  night  so  we  four  couhl  nleep. 

There  have  been  so  many  things  besides  the  sick  nurses. 
I  was  the  second  person  in  Dr.  Donnelly's  room  and  helped 
the  doctors.  None  of  the  nurses  know  of  his  death  yet.  That 
was  a  very  hart!  day.     Something  1ms  come  up  concerning 

Dr. whicli  required  a  firm  stand  from  the  director. 

The  nurses  were  quite  excited  at  first.  1  said  they  must  obey 
or  go  home  and  tfiey  remeuiberud  what  you  hud  siiid  in  New 
York  to  Miss  Krueger.     1   felt  sure  that  in  her  ilUiess  you 

would  want  me  to  make  the  same  stand.      Dr. has 

left  the  unit. 

February  was  a  dark  time  for  all  Serbia.  "We  have  ourselves 
lost  one  hundred  and  five  doctors,"  cabled  the  Serbian  Red 
Crofls  to  iVmcrican  National  Red  Cross  Headquarters.  Four 
of  the  British  Red  Cross  Unit  died  at  Uaknh.  Two  surgeons 
and  three  nurses  of  the  linssiiin  Red  Cross  BuccumbtHl  at  Nish. 
S*j  tragic  were  the  h)S3c8  in  the  Dutch  and  Gnvk  <'ontingcnt3 
that  these  units  were  withdrawn  from  the  country.'**  Sir 
Thonnis  Lipton,  who  had  brought  over  the  British  Red  Cross 
units  on  his  yacht  Erin,  said  in  cable  dispatches:  "One  can 

American  Hed  Cram  Hagaaine,  VoL  X,  p.  180. 
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scarcely  imagine  the  terrible  ravages  of  typhus,  far  worse  than 
typhoid  and  even  the  Black  Plague/'  Only  with  difficulty  waa 
Serbia  able  to  bury  her  dead.  ■■ 

Drastic  measures  were  imperative.     Wlien  Dr.  Ryan  came^^ 
dowii   from   Belgrade,    a   consultation    was   held    between   the 
American  surgiHins  and  two  doctors  of  the  Serbian  Red  Cross 
and   it  was  decided  to  withdraw   L'nits  Xos.   2  and  3  from,  ^ 
Gevgcli  to  Saloniki,  GrciMv;,  as  rapidly  as  the  condition  uf  tli^H 
sick  would  pcnnit,  for  n^cuperation  and  ret>rganization.     Dr. 
Kirby-Sniitli,  with  three  nurses  from  the  French  units,  were 
on  their  way  to  Saluniki  from  Pan.     lie  and  his  party,  in- 
cluding Dr.  George  W.  Mellon,  of  Beaver,  Pennsylvania,  who  ,-, 
volunteered  his  servicres  when  he  heard  on  shipboard  of  thdfll 
desperate  need,  reached  Salrmiki  on  March  18  and  found  Dr. 
Butler  and  several  convalescent  members  of  Units  Nos.  2  and 
3  in  a  third-class  hotel,  the  only  one  in  tiie  Greek  seaport  which 
would  receive  the  infected  Americans.    Leaving  the  tliree  nurses 
there,  Dr.  Kirby-Smith  went  with  Dr.  Butler  to  Gevgeli  where 
Dr.  Wagruder  was  taking  care  of  the  remaining  members  of 
the  two  units.     Miss  Lockerby's  report  of  March  19,  to  Miss 
Delano  told  of  conditions  at  Gevgeli:  ^M 

I  am  so  happy  I  am  almost  afraid  to  write.  All  of  our 
eick  were  able  to  sit  at  table  for  dinner.  I  Loidd  hardly  keep 
the  tears  hack, — I  felt  burf  this  day  would  never  couiu.  Seven 
of  our  convalescents  are  in  Saloniki.  Dr.  Kirby-Smith  came 
down  today  leaving  his  three  nurses  with  them  there. 

Now  the  days  grow  warmer  and  tlie  quaint  native  women 
come  out  in  their  bright  drenses  to  gossip  as  they  stand  knit- 
ting by  the  roadside,  clicking  their  tongues  as  fast  as  their 
needles.  .  .  . 

This  week  we  were  able  to  do  a  little  hospital  work.  I  gave 
chloroform  for  twenty-one  operations.  SomelimeH  th Ik  meant 
that  1  didn't  get  to  Miss  Krueger,  whom  I  am  caring  for, 
until  live  oVIoek.  She  is  very  anxious  for  us  to  get  back  on 
duty. 

Major  Patterson  cabled  Dr.  Xirby-Smith  to  consolidate  the 
units,  as  the  health  of  the  individual  members  permitted,  at 
Belgrade.  Gradually  strength  returned  to  the  eight  convales- 
cent nurses  and  to  Dr.  King  and  Dr.  Lane  at  Saloniki,  enabling 
them  to  return  early  in  April  to  the  Unite<i  States. 

On  March  25,  Dr.  Kirhy-JSmith  and  Dr.  Butler  had  gone 
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to  Belgrade  to  interview  Dr.  Ryan  about  bringing  the  unin- 
fected mirs4^^'s  and  doctors  to  Belgrade.  After  wiring  Dr.  Ma- 
pruder  to  bring  up  what  reenfon-ements  he  could  spare,  they 
reuiained  at  the  Military  Hospital  to  take  care  of  Serbian 
Unit  No.  1.  Dr.  Magruder  with  the  three  '^surviving"  nurses 
reported  at  Belgrade,  March  31.  "At  last  our  wishes  have  come 
true  and  what  is  left  of  Units  Nos.  2  and  ^3  are  here!"  wrote 
Ifias  Lockerby.  Tlieir  joy  was  short-lived.  On  Ai)ril  18,  she 
wrote  again:  "All  our  time  since  January  has  been  a  strain, 
but  it  seemed  almost  more  than  we  could  endure  to  have  to 
Iniry  Dr.  Magruder.  Yoti  will  never  know  how  much  he 
helped  us,"  she  continued,  *iic  was  sick  In^fore  we  left  Gevgeli, 
hut  he  wouldn't  give  up,  nor  at  Saloniki.  He  died  after  five 
days'  illness  here  and  was  buried  in  the  Civil  Cemetery." 

Here  ends  the  separate  history  of  Serbian  Units  Nos.  2  and 
3u  Subsequently  they  shared  the  experiences  of  the  Americana 
■t  the  Military  Hospital  in  Belgrade. 

Just  as  the  subsequent  history  of  the  three  Serbian  units 
Sierged  into  one,  m  has  the  record  of  individual  experiences, 
^l&ftsded  t*^gcther  in  the  archives  at  National  Headquarters,  been 
merged  into  an  awesome  whole.  The  terse  cable  messages,  the 
fltiort  letters  written  in  fear  and  exhaustion  whitrh  recount  the 
fortunes  of  the  gallant  units  at  Gcvgi^li  and  Belgrade,  picture 
,ir»r  surgery  and  war  nursing  with   terrible   reality.      Filth, 

inototiy,  hunger,  pi'ril,  agony,  dishonor  and  despair  were 
then*;  ao  also  were  courage  and  faithfulness  unto  death.  Let 
the  fact  that  human  strength  faltered  once  or  twice  show  the 
intense^  strain  nf  those  days!  For  one  man  who  left  his  post 
«f  dnty  at  an  hour  of  need,  there  were  eight  surgeons  for  whom 
pertilpuce  held  no  terror.  For  one  nurse  demoralized  by  utter 
cdiauBtion,  there  were  twenty-two  others  bravo  and  strong  and 
moe  under  the  lingering  shadows  of  death,  Florence  Nightin- 
IDikr'B  experiences  at  nearby  Scutari  were  not  more  difficult 
tiun  those  of  these  lied  Cross  nurses. 

In  far  Gevgeli,  a  white  stone  cross  marks  the  ivy-covered 
piTe  of  an  American  surgeon,  Dr.  James  F.  Donnelly.  In 
s-  'it  burial-ground  in  Belgrade,  where  black  marble  shafts 
|-  .vard  among  dark  cedars,  another  Kcd  Cross  physician, 

I^r.  Kmest  P.  Magruder,  rested  quietly  until  cessation  of  hos- 
tihties  permitted  the  return  of  his  body  to  his  native  soil. 
Daring  the  happy  days  before  the  war,  youing  Dr.  Magruder 
Ittd  gone  to  Scotland  to  ascertain  whetlier  he  was  a  descendant 
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of  the  famous  MacQregor  Clan.     There  he  lind  met  nnd  ma 
ried  the  daughter  of  Lord  MacGregor  of  Edciichip,  V^alquhido 
A  letter  written  by  his  widow  from  her  father'H  home  during 
the  first  days  of  her  loss  bears  testimony  to  the  spirit  of  saeri- 
lice  with  which  the  Red  Cross  moves  forward: 

Realizing  as  I  do  huw  immense  are  the  elaims  on  the  funds 
of  the  Aniericnn  Red  Cross,  I  have  already  written  Miss 
Boardman  to  aeknowledge  my  Hpprei'iatiou  of  the  ai-tiou  of 
your  committee  in  making  an  allowance  to  me  and  my  little 
son.    I  hope  it  will  ondhk"  nic  to  keep  my  small  boy  with  me. 

It  is  my  great  consolation  to  know  that  my  husband  laid 
down  his  life  in  the  service  of  others,    T  feel  I  should  like  to 
express    to    you    tlie    adniiration. — the    deep    admiration, —  I 
have  as  a  Britisher  for  the  noble  spirit  that  actuates  t' 
American  Red  Cross. 

In  these  days  when  all  Europe  is  in  anxiety  and  mournin;^ 
and  when  a  dreadful  spirit  of  hate  hns  raised  its  head  sIkjyc 
our  boasted  eivilization,  one  sees  in  the  selfless  devotion  of 
Americans,  in  no  way  hound  to  share  our  suffering,  a  ray  of 
real  comfort  and  ho[>e  and  a  glory  far  greater  than  any  wol&fl 
upon  the  battlefield.  '^^ 

Here  ends  the  experiences  of  the  units  which  had  sailed 
upon  the  Mercy  Ship  for  service  in  European  theaters  of  war. 
Three  other  units  were  assigned,  however,  by  National  Head- 
quarters during  the  winter  of  1014-11)15;  one  of  them  went  to 
Yvetot,  France*  and  the  other  two  to  La  Panne,  Belgium,  A 
brief  account  of  tlieir  experiences  belongs  in  this  chapter  which 
summarizes  the  service  of  the  American  Red  Cross  to  the 
Central  and  Allied  Powers  before  the  entrance  of  the  United 
States  into  the  World  War. 

The  first  year  of  the  war  had  been  marked  by  the  estab- 
lishment of  many  hospitals  under  organizations  of  varying;  types 
and  aims.  Throtighout  the  first  six  months,  wounded  had  come 
bsck  from  the  Marue  and  from  Ypres  in  increasing  hordes. 
The  existinj^  capacities  of  the  sanitary  scrvicH's  of  the  Allied 
Powers  had  been  greatly  overtaxed  by  the  influx  of  patients,  and 
their  development  retarded  by  shortage  of  supplies,  pt^rsonnel 
and  transportation  facilities.  By  serving  on  committees  in- 
trre,st<'d  in  the  establishment  of  auxilinrv  hospitals  and  con- 
valescent homes  and  by  contributing  lavishly  to  tlie  support  of 
such  institutions,  men  and  women  in  every  station  of  life,  both  I 
in  England  and  in  the  United  States,  seized  avidly  the  oppor- 
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tunity   for  dissipating  their  own   emotional   tension  and  for 
geuuiiielv  aiding  the  wounded  soldier. 

Al  Yvetutj  France,  ou  the  Kiver  Seine,  within  easy  reach  of 
Honeu,  oiie  of  the  principal  piilitary  bases,  th*^  French  Gov- 
prnment  piaced  at  the  disposal  of  the  Committee  of  I'FIojntal 

I'AUiant.e  Fotulalion  AiifjUiint'  vf  Ainenrnnw  a  lurgt*  njon- 
S(*hoo]  for  l>oya,  *eft  vacant  eight  years  before  by  the 
vparation  of  Church  and  State, — this  structure  to  house  a  niili- 
Ufv  hospital  for  the  care  of  British,  French  and  Belgian 
•oidiera.  The  hospital  was  supported  by  volunteer  contribu- 
tions from  industrial  workers  in  Great  Britain  and  America. 
The  aim  of  the  committee,  wliose  chairnuni  was  Dr.  F.  S, 
m,  Bishopsgate,  E.  C,  was  to  afford  other  industrial 
ips,  particularly  those  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  gov- 
ernment supplies  and  munitions  of  war,  an  opportunity  to  give 
"their  bit"  for  something  tangilile.  Backed  by  the  influential 
London  committee  and  by  many  Americans  of  wealth,  the 
koBpital  was  in  a  splendid  position  to  secure  equipment  and 
personnel.  It  was  later  ranked  second  to  the  American  Am- 
bulauce  at  Paris,  conceded  to  be  an  ideal  institution  of  its  type. 

Dr.  Ralph  Fiteh,  a  Bostoniaii,  was  director  of  the  Alliance 
Hospital.  He  had  practiced  his  profession  in  Rochester,  New 
York,  and  was  an  orthopedic  aurgeou  of  brilliant  powers.  Be- 
fore sailing  for  France  in  December,  11H4,  where  both  he  and 
hia  wife  gave  prodigally  of  their  wealth  aiul  servici's,  Dr.  Fitch 
bad  n^uested  nursing  assistance  of  the  American  Bed  Cross, 
iliould  the  need  l)e  great  enough  to  justify  the  expenditnre. 
After  hia  report  of  conditions  existing  at  Rouen,  France,  Na- 
tional Headquarters  confirmed  his  appiintineiit  as  a  Red  Cross 
■nrgeon,  in  order  that  lied  (*ross  nurses  might  he  assigned  to 
the  Alliance  Hospital,  and  dispateliod  on  the  Rochamhenu  Feb-4 
roary  2'»i^  1015,  a  unit  of  nine  nurses,  with  Alary  M.  Fletcher, 
of  Charlottesvillo,  Virginia,  as  supi'rvisor. 

Upon  rheir  arrival  at  Yvetot,  Ahirch  2,  1915,  the  American 
mmes  found  a  well-equipped  institution  with  chapel,  admin- 
WlTtttion  building,  bacteriological  laboratories  and  six  large 
virda  of  fifty  beds  each.  A  separate  wing  of  the  building 
(ttataining  one  hundred  and  eighty  beds,  which  was  operated 
by  the  FVeneh  Ived  Cross,  brought  the  total  capacity  of  the 
luj((pilnl  to  five  huiidred.  A  convalescent  home  ac^commodat- 
b^  beti^'een  thirty  and  forty  patients  was  maintained  al  nearby 
VfoUie-lea-Roees.  i  •  r  i  n  i  t 
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Alliance  Hospital  was  governed  by  a  Board  of  Administra- 
tion consisting  of  the  chief  medical  officer.  Dr.  Dudley 
D'Avergne  Wright,  of  London ;  Dr.  R.  R.  Fitch,  Captain 
T.  J.  C.  Warren,  of  New  Zealand,  and  Mr.  George  S.  Taylor 
A9  businesa  manager.  Two  English  surgeons  and  two  students 
or  "dresst^rs"  completed  the  medical  staff.  Sixteen  English 
Sisters  including  Matron  Adelaide  A.  Wood  and  ten  proba- 
tions, with  the  ten  Americans,  composed  the  nursing  staff. 
Eighteen  inferyniers^  French  soldiers  unfit  for  duty  at  the 
front,  served  their  military  term  there  under  a  Fi'ench  Ad- 
jutant. To  supplement  these  orderlies,  six  young  English 
and  American  men  acted  as  strcttiher  bearers  and  ambulance 
drivers  and  did  genera!  rejiair  work.  To  volunteers  from  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States  was  delegated  much  of  the 
routine  hospital  detail  such  as  the  care  of  the  laundry,  the 
kitchen,  linen  rtMjnia  and  the  vesfinire.  Barou  Itothsehild's 
chef  was  triajor  dumo  in  the  kitchens. 

During  the  first  weeks,  the  nurses  at  the  Alliance  Hospital 
experienced  the  same  innctivity  which  taxed  the  cheerfulness 
of  the  American  units  at  Paignton  and  Piui^  hut  as  the  winter 
of  1915  dragged  on,  the  Americans  gradually  won  the  con- 
fidence of  the  English  and  French  authorities,  so  that  the  care 
of  large  numbers  of  patients  was  entrusted  to  them.  Two  of 
the  American  nurses  were  placed  in  cliarf^e  of  one  of  the  wards. 
A  third  was  appointed  night  superintendent,  acting  in  Alatron'a 
place  when  she  was  absent  in  England  for  several  weeks.  "We 
have  tried  very  hard  indeed,"  wrote  Miss  Fletcher,  *'io  remem- 
ber not  to  spill  our  efficiency  over  onto  the  aprons  of  the  Eng- 
lish sisters  and  probationers," 

The  work  at  the  Alliance  Hospital  was  almost  entirely  sur- 
gical. Many  bone  cases  required  plating,  and  all  wounds  had 
to  be  drained  freely.  After  a  winter  in  the  trenches,  with 
nerves  pounded  thread-bare  by  shelling  and  *'wind''  shortened 
by  continual  cigarette  smoking,  the  soldiers  were  in  poor  condi- 
tion for  long  general  anaesthesia.  Uenct*  the  cartes  drajq^ed 
out  while  the  surgeons  waited  for  wounds  tt)  heal  before  at- 
tempting second  nnd  third  operations.  Mary  K.  Nelson,  in 
ciiarge  of  Dr.  Fit.ch*R  operating-room,  descriljed  tJie  patients 
arriving  from  Ypres  as  wretchedly  wounded,  their  mud-soaked 
uniforms  a  torturing,  exhaustive  burden. 

The  American  nurses  found  a  certain  deep  satisfaction  in 
caring  for  cases  which  they  received  from  hoBpitals  further 


THE  MERCY  SHIP 


197 


the  line.  In  writing  to  the  Princeton  Chapter,  which  paid 
the  salaries  of  several  of  the  Pau  and  Yvetot  nurses,  Miss 
Fletcher  said: 

To  get  cases  which  have  beoit  unavoidably  neglectec!  in  an 
ovcrcrowHod  hospital  for  from  two  clays  to  two  months,  may 
seem  uninteresting  and  perhaps  not  quite  fair  from  a  pro- 
fessional point  of  view.  It  does,  however,  present  a  wonder- 
fully humanitarian  opportunity  to  give  them  stientific'  surgical 
ctre.  Since  it  is  not  onr  country  which  is  at  war,  we  cannot 
all  expect  to  be  at  the  front. 

The  English  Tommiesi  are  munhing  through  under  my 
window,  with  an  unending  procession  of  lorries,  transjKirts 
and  yellow-brown  ambulances,  on  their  way  to  Amiens  and 
Nismes. 

About  every  ten  days  splendid  young,  fresh  men  go  through 
on  machine  guns  from  Havre  straight  for  the  front.  They 
are  usually  about  forty  at  a  time  and  are  called  the  Sundry 
Brigade.  They  are  all  sure  of  dentil.  When  they  stay  over 
night  at  Yvetot.  the  hospital  bus  an  impromptu  concert.  Any 
one  whom  the  others  think  can  sing  eveu  a  bit  is  sent  up  lo 
perform.  You  always  feel  that  the^e  boys  who  can  cheerfully 
undertake  to  entertain  this  company  must  have  nerve  enough 
to  do  anything?  They  are  always  given  cotfee  and  cakes  and 
are  so  appreciative  and  cheerful  it  makes  jour  heart  ache. 
You  know  almost  all  of  thum  will  go  down. 

One  of  our  patieut?i.  a  man  of  thirty,  has  lost  both  arms. 
Yesterday  his  wife,  who  hnil  not  Hcnn  him  for  months,  came 
into  the  ward.  His  face  was  heart-breaking  to  look  at.  He 
tried  so  hard  to  keep  the  tears  back,  but  tliey  would  come  and 
she  bad  to  wipe  them  away. 


August,  1015,  brought  many  changes  to  the  Allianco  Hos- 
pit*L  Of  tlie  ten  nurses,  one  felt  it  necessary  to  return  to 
the  United  States.  Later  Miss  Fletcher  turned  over  her  bu- 
perrwory  duties  to  Miss  Nelson. 

**B©inenibering  what  you  said  about  the  one  thing  yon  would 
inflist  on, — *no  foolishness',"  wrote  Miss  Fletcher  to  Miss  De- 
kikOy  *^t  is  pretty  hard  for  a  supervising  nurse  to  have  to  con- 
fers she  is  engaged." 

"Sever  your  connection  with  your  unit  at  once,"  answered 
Mias  Delano;  "under  present  conditions,  there  is  no  room  in 
the  Red  Cross  for  service  and  romance  at  the  same  time." 

Accompanying  this  official  message,  however,  went  a  personal 
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letter:  "I  am  delighted  to  hear  of  your  cngagemeut,  my  dear," 
•wrote  Miss  Delano,  "and  hope  most  sincerely  that  he  is  worthy 
of  you  and  will  make  you  happy." 

To  fill  the  two  vacancies  caused  by  Miss  Fletcher's  resigna- 
tion and  the  return  of  the  other  nurse  to  America,  Sisters 
Smith  and  Kerripui  were  transfernHl  to  Yvetot  from  Belgrade 
after  tiieir  recovery  from  typhus.  The  greatest  cJiange  came, 
however,  on  August  15,  liU5,  when  the  French  Goverunicnt 
requestitl  Dr.  Fiteh  and  the  American  nurses  to  take  charge 
of  Military  Hospital  No.  45  bis,  at  St.  Valery-en-Caux,  a  little 
Norman  tishiug  towni  on  the  Channel,  between  Dieppe  and 
Le  Havre, 

The  nurses  at  once  fell  to  work  house-cleaning  their  new 
hospital.  Strenuous  days  and  nifjhts  followed.  Only  two  of 
the  nur8e3  \v*'re  itulcpeudciit  of  their  salaries;  eight  of  thoui, 
however,  decided  to  rrmain  on  at  St.  Valery-en-Caux  without 
remunerutitin  after  the  lied  Cross  had  recalled  its  foreign  units 
on  October  1.  Miss  Delano  cabled  that  the  nurses  might  retain 
their  Red  Cross  eiiuipment.  Miss  Nela^u  acknowledged  this 
gift  and  in  the  same  letter  described  how  beavy  their  work  had 
become : 

With  our  conHtnnt  influx  of  seriously  wounded  men  directly 
from  tl)e  front,  it  wu?  almost  impoHsihIo  for  us  here  in  this 
little  village  on  the  coast  t^»  ohtain  uniforms  and  aprons 
immediately.  Over  nt  home  such  a  supply  is  a  simple  matter, 
but  here  it  is  very  different.  You  will  appreciate  that  our 
entire  thought,  time  and  energ}'  has  been  given  to  the  work 
itself,  to  the  care  of  the  wounded  and  the  management  of 
the  hospitAl. 

It  is  now  long  past  midnight  and  common  sense  reminds 
me  that  at  least  six  hours  of  sleep  are  necessary.  We  all  seem 
to  have  grown  acciistoiued  very  easily  to  longer  hours  of  duty. 
At  last  we  have  the  work  we  noped  to  find! 

During  the  autunm,  1915,  Miss  Nelson  built  up  a  strong 
nursing  statT  nt  St.  Valerv-en-Caux.  To  supplement  the  eight 
from  Vvetot,  shv  seeun^d  three  'Vasual*'  American  nurses,  two 
?!nglish  s'sttrs  and  nine  partially-trained  women.  The  capacity 
of  riJoftiffil  AtwUlnrv  No,  43  was  then  raised  from  sixty-five 
to  one  hnndrf*d  and  sixty-one  l>ed8.  Besides  directing  the 
nursing  statf,  Miss  Nclsim  had  rliarge  of  the  operating-nx)m. 
The  surgical  department  had  been  greatly  strengthened  by  the 
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<rf  a  pi^table  X-rtj  plant.  wiA  an  electric  graerik* 
tor,  froiiL  die  Frmch  Serriet  de  Samite  With  Uie  incr««»ecl 
mwTfcg  sCrcaigtiL  and  with  tfaid  excellent  ei|iupment,  Vh.  Fitcii^s 
kMi{»tal  reeeived  a  montblv  average  of  one  hundred  and  tifty 
pataenta^  In  a  Ie«er  vritten  October  2<>,  to  Miss  IX^lams  Misa 
Nekon  told  of  the  preasare  under  which  thev  worked : 

I  scrubbed  up  sbortlr  after  three  P.  M.  and  had  my  gloves 
off  onlT  about  half  an  hour  for  a  bite  of  dinner  in  the  sterilii* 
ing-room  about  eight  that  evening.  It  was  four-thirtv  the 
next  morning  before  we  finished,  only  to  begin  again  that  after- 
noon. As  ever  so  many  of  our  grands  ble^es  are  bad  joint 
wounds,  the  work  in  the  wards  does  not  lighten. 

The  nurses  have  borne  up  remarkably  well  under  the  strain. 
Dr.  Fitch  is  very  considerate.  He  planned  no  operations  to- 
day and  placed  his  big  car  at  our  disposal.  The  four  night 
nurses  went  driving  this  morning  and  six  others  will  get  the 
air  the  rest  of  this  afternoon. 

Until  we  have  more  nurses,  it  seems  unwise  to  take  more 
patients  or  to  open  our  convalescent  hospital  of  thirty  beds 
at  Veuille-les-Roses.  We  need  it  though,  for  it  is  hard  to 
start  these  boys  away  to  other  hospitals  for  their  convahwonco 
just  when  they  begin  to  pull  up.  Such  wounds  as  I  hnvo 
never  seen  before  and  I  thought  Td  seen  horrible  oncH, — 
shattered  hips,  knees  and  shoulders  all  calling  for  export 
nursing  care. 

Whenever  there  came  a  lull  in  military  oporatioiiB  Vllopital 
Auxiliare  No,  43  his  drew  patients  from  the  Hurroundln^ 
country,  or  nursed  the  saddened  Belgian  n'fug(!e  children  in 
nearby  orphanages.  Three  of  the  American  nurHCs  returned 
to  the  States  during  the  spring  but  Miss  Nelson,  Helen  Kerri- 
gan, Josephine  Clay,  Helen  Spaulding  and  Marion  M.  Riee 
remained. 

Here,  during  the  summer  of  1010,  ended  tlie  letters  iind 
records  which  tell  of  the  events  of  the  Yvetot  Unit.  The  little 
hospital  at  St.  Valery-en-C'aux  continued  to  render  ycouKui 
service  during  the  crucial  winter  of  liM'J-l!*17.  Xearby  Amierm 
was  the  Headquarters  of  the  British  Kxpcditionarv  Fon-cH. 
The  enemy  was  massing  his  strengtli  againnt  V'Tduri,  while 
the  Allies  hung  breathless  on  the  outcome  of  that  savage  as- 
Mult.  Pounded  by  every  type  of  artillery  fir**,  shattered  by 
shrapnel,  mowed  by  machine  (runs.  [ioiv>n-tr;i-  und  Fhimmfii 
verfer,  France  during  these  months  was  liolding  the  heiglitit 
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of  Verdun  at  a  total  cost  of  550,000  casualties  among  her 
picked  soldiery,  some  of  whom  lay  iinburied  among  the  craters 
on  tlie  shell-plowed  slopes,  while  others  came  straggling  back 
through  casualty  clearing  stations  to  the  French  and  Allied 
bases.  How  gallant  a  part  the  American  staff  of  VHopiiaL 
Auxiliare  No.  43  bis  played  in  later  Red  Cross  endeavor  will 
be  found  in  a  subsequent  chapter. 

Wlien  tlxo  American  Red  Cross  had  first  offered  its  medical 
and  inirsing  units  to  Europe  following  the  deirlaration  of  war, 
Belgium  had  asked  only  fur  mippliea.  The  Belgian  Red  Cross 
mobilized  with  Albert's  Army,  but  no  sanitary  organization 
could  cope  with  the  woimded  which  flooded  back  to  the  coast 
towns  of  the  Channel  and  the  North  Sea.  By  February,  1915, 
Albert  with  his  forty  thousand  Belgians  held  a  strip  of  land 
forty  miles  long  and  ten  miles  wide  from  the  Yser  to  Holland. 
Directly  in  the  path  of  the  Taubes,  at  La  Panne,  Belgium, 
the  Belgian  Red  Cross  was  reorganized  and  from  this  uncon- 
quered  territory  on  February  21,  came  their  appeal  to  the 
American  Red  Cross: 

We  need  about  twenty  or  thirtj'  nurses,  four  or  five  sur- 
geons, one  thousand  beds  complete  with  sheets,  covers  and 
rubber  sheeting,  tents  for  housing  one  thousand  beds;  tents 
for  pernonnel  and  large  quantities  of  surgical  dressings, 
tetanus  serum. 

(signed)  DePaqe. 

Antoine  DePage,  a  surgeon  of  Brussels,  and  Lieutenant- 
General  Melis,  Inspector  General  of  the  Health  Service  of  the 
Belgian  Army,  headed  a  committee  appointed  by  King  Albert 
to  organize  Belgian  Red  Cross  field  hospitals.  While  Dr. 
DePage  was  building  the  pavilions  of  Vflupital  de  VOcean  on 
the  sand-hills  four  miles  above  Nieuport,  Madame  Marie  De- 
Page,  his  wife,  made  a  flying  tour  of  the  principal  cities  of 
the  United  States  to  raist*  funds  to  support  tliis  medical  city  of 
twelve  hundred  beds.  Tn  response  to  her  solicitation,  the 
AmericaTi  Red  Cross  plt'dged  itself  to  support  two  units,  of 
three  8urgfH»nfl  and  twelve  Red  Cnjss  nurses  each,  at  La  Panne, 
as  it  had  done  in  1014:  for  England,  France,  Russia,  Germany, 
Austria  and  Serbia.  National  Headquarters  also  donated  two 
complete  fiel<l  hospitals  and  $20,000  for  their  maintenance.  On 
April  17,  1015,  Belgian  Units  Nos,  1  and  2  sailed  on  the 
S.  S.  St,  Louis  for  Liverpool.     Dr.  Albert  R.  Goodman  had 
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been  appointed  senior  director  of  the  two  uniu,  but  was 
obliged  in  London  to  return  to  the  United  State's  and  Dr.  Uol»ert 
Hinds,  of  Buffalo,  succeeded  liim  there,  Dorothy  M.  Ferree, 
of  the  Hejiry  Street  Settlement,  Xew  York  City,  and  of  Phipps 
Institute,  Philadelphia,  was  general  supervisor  of  the  twenty- 
four  nurses. 

Under  the  shadows  of  war,  the  Belgian  units  were  delayed 
three  weeks  iu  London.  Already  VHopiUil  de  VOcean  was 
being  shelled  and  it  was  deemed  unsafe  to  send  additional 
personnel  there.  Dr.  DePagc  came  over  to  England  in  May  to 
confiilt  with  the  director  of  the  Belgian  miita  and  to  welcome 
his  wife  on  her  expected  return  from  the  United  States  with 
drafts  for  $100,000  which  ^^he  had  raised  for  Belgium's  soldiers. 
Her  eagerness  to  reach  La  Panne  had  made  her  disregard 
Germany's  warning  to  the  paascngera  scheduled  to  sail  on  the 
Luaii-ania  on  her  last  fatal  trip.  The  giant  liner  was  sunk 
and  the  body  of  Marie  DePage  was  rt»eovered  and  was  brought 
in  to  her  husband  on  the  docks.  Pa,>-mcnt  of  the  lost  drafts 
was  cancelled  and  the  fruits  of  her  labors  were  later  sent 
over  by  a  more  forttmate  courier,  but  the  American  nurses 
in  London  were  not  soon  to  forget  that  earnest,  intelligent, 
eager  little  woman  who  had  waved  good-by  to  them  in  New 
Yorit  with  her  smiling  farewell:  "I  am  here  so  that  you  can  bo 
there." 

Dt.  DePage  brought  his  wife's  body  to  La  Panne  on  May 
20.  The  Belgian  Units  Nos.  1  and  2  had  left  I-ondnn  the 
day  before  for  the  beach-hospital.  From  Dieppe  to  Nieuport- 
lee-Bains,  they  foxind  themselves  veritably  in  the  war  zone. 
At  Forges-les-Eaux,  where  they  8p<;nt  a  night  at  a  hospital 
which  sheltered  three  hundred  wrjunded,  they  found  hotels, 
busses  and  trains  operated  entirely  by  women  and  convalescent 
nldiers.  Calais  was  in  total  darkness.  A  Frenchman  guided 
them  with  a  small  pocket  flashlight  to  motors  which  curried 
duftn  to  a  school-house;  there  they  8j>ent  the  night  on  inm 
hflopital  oots  which  now  filled  every  avuiluMe  building.  Miss 
Ferree  described  the  £fty-mile  ride  iu  ambulances  to  La  Panne, 
Hay  19: 

The  roads  are  well  guarded  everywhere;  thirteen  sentries 
stopped  us  to  see  our  pa6f:ports.  At  noon  we  drove  straight 
through  the  ruins  of  Dunkirk. 

La  Panne  has  one  long  street  into  which  run  several 
smaller  ones.    The  houses  appear  to  have  been  set  down  care- 
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lessly  in  the  sand.    The  beach  and  sea  are  beautiful,  but  all 
else  i«  desolate  among  the  ruins  of  shelled  villas. 

The  streets  swarm  with  soldiers  in  from  the  trenches. 
The  population  seems  to  have  swolleu  overnight  from  two 
thousand  to  ten  thousand.  Here  too,  all  lights  are  put  out  at 
night  and  curtains  tightly  drawn. 

Marie  DePage  was  buried  among  the  sun-blcacbed  dunes  of 
the  shining  beaeh  near  I'llopiial  de  I'Ucean.  Botwcon  double 
lines  of  soldiers  moved  the  flower-covered  casket,  followed  by 
American,  British  and  Belgian  nurses.  Dr.  DcPage,  accom- 
panied by  his  two  sons,  who  had  come  in  from  the  tn^nchea 
for  their  mother's  funeral,  marched  with  oiRccrs,  Belgian 
nobility  and  foreign  medical  units  to  the  lonely  grave,  then 
returned  with  resolute  countenance  to  carry  on  the  work  for 
whicli  his  wife  had  given  her  full,  joyous  life.  The  first  year 
of  the  war  did  not  allow  Belgium's  citizens  the  luxury  and 
comfort  of  prolonged  grief, — there  was  too  much  to  be  done. 

As  viewed  from  the  sea,  Vllopital  de  VOcean  rose  high 
above  the  white  sands  on  the  sloping  beach.  A  summer  hotel 
had  been  converted  into  the  main  building.  Four  large  tem- 
porary pavilions,  lightly  eonstnicted  of  wood,  with  corrugated 
in>n  rtKifs  on  which  huge  Bed  ('rosses  had  been  painted,  had 
been  erooted  around  it  to  form  the  wards.  Snrgeona  and  nurses 
were  quartered  in  sumnuT  villas,  taken  over  by  Dr.  I)t*Puge, 
**The  hospital  is  very  comjilcte,"  wrote  Dr.  Ilinils,  the  tlireclnr 
of  the  two  KiMJ  (■rosa  units,  to  Major  Patterson,  "it  has  two 
steam  laundries,  a  bacteriological  lalxirutory,  a  small  steam 
sterilizer,  and  an  instrument-maker  who  manufactures  from 
steel  strips  excellent  operating-knives  and  even  nickels  them 
afterwurds."  A  uewly-instalicd  bath  system  of  twenty-four  tubs 
bathed  live  hundred  soldiers  a  day  who  came  in  relays  from  tho 
front.  One  regiment  was  always  quartered  at  La  Panne; 
■fter  scrubbing  up,  tho  men  received  clean  underclothing  Vnd 
their  uniforms  were  de-loiised  and  mended.  • 

Miss  Winch,  an  English  nurse  of  tact  and  executive  ability^ 
'WW  Matron  of  the  hospital.  Her  staff  consisted  of  well  over 
one  hundred  and  fifty  French,  English,  Belgian,  Canadian^ 
American,  Danish  and  Swiss  nurses,  speaking  many  different 
languages,  and  trained  under  different  customs.  The  hours 
of  duty  were  from  8  A.M.  t^i  8  P.M.,  with  two  hours  off,  be- 
sides ample  time  for  meals  and  four  o'clock  tea. 

La  Panne  lav  in  the  coveted  road  to  Calais  which  commanded 
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itrol  of  the  Cliamiel  beyond.  Three  lines  of  defense 
led  their  harlvd  wire  entanglements  and  sand  bulwarks 
botww^n  VUdjriiai  tie  VOcean  and  the  enemy.  No  one  could 
wholly  nnderatand  during  the  summer  of  1915  just  exactly 
why  the  Gmnana  did  not  blow  the  hospital-eity  entirely  off 
the  ahcll-craterod  beach.  Some  said  the  enemy  would  not 
harm  Elizabeth  of  Belgium,  whose  days  were  spent  among  the 
wounded. 

It  was  quite  a  formal  occasion  when  the  Queen  of  the  Bel- 
giant  visited  the  pavilions.  Xnrses  and  all  patients  whose 
«tn-npth  permitted,  remained  standing  while  Elizabeth  dis- 
tributed chocolate  and  cigarettes.  Dr.  DePage  carried  *'the 
smokes"  and  Miss  Ferree  the  candy.  A  lady-in-waiting  always 
followed  the  Queen  from  ward  to  ward.  Dix,  a  sparrow  which 
one  of  the  Iwys  had  brought  from  Dixmnde,  had  little  under- 
standing of  court  etiquette.  It  perched  first  on  Miss  Ferree'a 
stitfly-starched  Red  Cross  cap  and  persisted  in  remaining  there 
until  ahe  shook  it  off.  It  flew  to  Dr.  DePage''8  head,  then  back 
to  its  vantage  ground  alH)ve  Mias  Ferree's  neatly  brushed  hair, 
where  it  sat  in  dignity  until  the  general  laughter  of  the  ward 
startled  it  again  and  it  flew  to  cling  with  cold  thin  claws  to 
Queen  Elizabeth^s  hand.  "It  is  remarkable  how  happy  every 
one  is  here,"  philos<tphized  Miss  Ferree  in  her  reports  to  Miss 
Delano,  "and  how  soon  one  gets  over  momentary  fear." 

Eleven  nurses  of  Belgian  Units  ^'»is.  1  and  2  returned 
October  1,  1915,  to  the  United  States  after  six  months'  service 
at  La  Panne,  and  their  places  were  filled  by  nurses  whom 
Misft  Delano  transferred  from  Paignton,  England,  and  Pan, 
France,  Sister  Vashti  Bartlett  took  Miss  Ferree's  place  as 
supervisor;  Dr.  W.  T.  Fitzsimons,  of  Kansas  City,  Missouri, 
succeeded  Dr.  Hind  as  senior  director  of  the  Belgian  units. 

The  Americans  from  Paignton  and  Pan  found  life  at  La 
Panne  vastly  more  exciting  than  that  among  the  Devonshire 
hills  or  the  sunny  valleys  of  the  Pyrenees.  A  fragment  of  a 
German  shell  tore  up  the  bath-room  fl<x)r  of  the  Albert  and 
Elizabeth  pavilion.  Another  killed  nine  and  injured  forty 
nrilians  in  the  street  outside.  Off-shore  the  British  fleet  lay 
thundering  a  tremendous  response  to  the  long-range  German 
gQUA.  Half  with  pleasure  and  half  with  dread,  the  nursea 
watched  the  great  white  geysers  flung  up  by  enemy  shells,  sus- 
pestded  for  a  moment  like  phantom  sails  drifting  on  the  blue 
fevd  of  tiie  water.    At  night  they  lay  awake  and  listened  to  the 
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"coo-cj"  of  big  Berthas  singing  through  the  air  over  their 
heads.  Their  own  windo\\^  were  zealously  curtained  and  only 
a  dim  candle  flickered  in  the  long,  silent  wards.  The  night- 
nurses  often  paused  to  watch  like  summer  sheet-lightning,  the 
Hashes  from  the  treneiies  a  few  miles  away.  The  glow  of  an 
oeoiisional  star-shell  often  silhouetted  a  belated  fisherman  com- 
ing liomc  across  the  lonely,  glistening  beaeii. 

Throughout  the  winter  of  1915-1916,  Taubes  and  Zeppelins 
releasfd  their  bombs  on  La  Panne  as  they  returned  from 
raids  on  the  Channel  ports.  Sunday  seemed  a  popular  day  for 
bombinf^  liecause  sunshine  brought  out  the  crowds  on  the  beaches. 
The  American  nurses  were  not  soon  to  forget  the  horror  that 
one  or  two  well-placed  bombs  made.  The  anti-air  craft  guns 
were  as  noisy  as  the  Taubes,  but  doctors  and  nurses  no  longer 
left  their  busy  wards  to  sve  how  many  victims  the  bombing  par- 
ties cHUSfHh  Fortunately  the  weather  often  kept  the  air  craft 
behind  the  0<*rituui  lines.  The  clinging  white  fog  of  the  Flan- 
ders coast  chilled  the  nurses'  heatless  rooms.  The  cold  rains 
and  harsh  winds  sweeping  down  from  the  North  Sea  sent  them 
shivering  about  the  loiisely-efmstructed  pavilions.  Lydia  Shrope 
could  not  throw  otf  a  lingering  cough.  When  Dr.  Fitzsimons 
told  her  that  she  had  developed  tuberculosis,  she  returned  with 
Grace  Bentley  to  the  United  States  in  February,  lOlG,  bitterly 
disappointed  in  having  to  leave  the  Belgian  service.  After 
gallant  pfruggle  at  a  private  sanatorium  and  later  at  Fort 
Bayard,  New  Mexico,  where  the  Red  Cross  had  sent  her,  she 
died  at  Fort  Bayard,  July  14,  1918. 

L'llof/iial  de  rOreuii  received  only  Belgian  soldiers  and 
the  work  was  largely  surgical.  Sister  Emogene  Miles,  who 
had  been  in  charge  of  the  operating-room  at  Pau,  found  the 
service  at  La  Panne  exactly  as  difficult,  as  splendidly  worth- 
while as  she  had  anticipated  that  war  nursing  near  the  front 
would  be.  Sixteen  beds  in  a  surgical  ward  which  received 
only  serious  operative  cases  were  assigned  to  her.  An  FngUsb 
girl  acted  as  her  aide.  Three  Belgian  doctors  were  in  charge 
of  the  ward.  "They  surely  work  hard  to  save  these  exhausted 
men,"  concluded  Sister  Emogtnie,  "the  work  is  sad  and  many 
die,  I  nevi-r  l»efon*  gave  so  many  hypodermics  as  I  do  here." 
Gas  gangrene  with  it*  fetid,  sweetish  odor,  was  omnipresent. 

During  the  early  Flanders  spring,  National  Headquarters 
recalled  Belgian  Units  Nos.  1  and  2,  after  they  had  completed 
a  year's  service  at  La  Panne.     This  period  of  time  was  equal 


N 


THE  MERCY  SfflP 


205 


to  tlttt  which  the  units  of  the  M eroy  Ship  had  gpent 
to  tlie  other  belligrrenta.  The  nurses  of  the  Beli^an 
La  Panne  in  May,  VMd,  Some  juinetl  the  American 
nt  Pftris;  others  did  further  war  nursiug  iu  Kug*- 
Itnd;  bat  the  majority  returned  to  the  Unittnl  States,  where 
onxsooa  doods  were  gathering.  On  the  Western  Front,  Fraucoi, 
Bdgimn  and  England  face<l  the  **hloo<l  bath  of  the  Sittnnie.'* 

Between  August,  1014,  and  May,  191(5,  Miss  Delano  alone 
hdd  in  her  powerful  hands  the  strands  of  policy  and  admin- 
istration which  extended  like  light  steel  wires  fnun  Wushiug- 
too  to  the  fifteen  supervising  nurses  lo(*ated  in  England,  Hussia, 
Oermanjy  Austria-Hungary,  Serbia  and  Belgiiuu. 

NatSonaJ  Headquarters  of  the  American  Red  Cross  was  then 
located  in  a  tliree-story  red  brick  house  on  the  corner  of  Seven- 
teenth and  H  Streets.  The  Nursing  Service  oeirupied  two  nie- 
dinm-sized  rooms  and  a  hall-way  on  the  seetmd  floor.  The 
financxs  of  the  Ked  Cross  did  not  pennit  spacious  otticos,  nor 
hjid  the  beautiful  memorial  buildings  furnished  by  otuitribu- 
lions  from  the  government  and  from  p\il)lic-8piritt*d  citizens, 
been  completed.  Miss  Delano  sliared  a  single,  kire,  high- 
eeilinged  room  with  her  stenographer  and  her  ii.ssiatant,  Anna 
Reereft.  A  rusty  leather  couch  stood  against  the  wall  on  one 
ride;  her  oak  desk  occupied  a  comer.     At  the  back  of  her 

ivel  chair  was  a  commonplace  oak  bookcase.  Directly  in 
t  of  her  desk  was  a  huge,  high-baeked  wicker  eluiir.  By 
reason  of  the  sunlight  slanting  in  from  the  windows  to  the  left 
and  behind  her,  Miss  IX'lano  held  the  advantage  sought  by 
many  astute  executives,  of  being  abl(»  to  see  every  change  of 

X?«siou  aWnit  the  eyes  and   mouths  of  the  nurses.  Army 
rs  and  volunt<*ers  who  faced  her  during  the  innumerable 
conferences  held  In  that  busy  office, 

Uiss  Reeves  had  been  detailed  by  the  Surgeon  General  of 
the  Army  on  November  17,  ll»18,  for  duty  in  connection  with 
th«'  '  'U  of  nurses  fur  the  Kcd  (Vohs  Reserve.  She  was  a 
gTi'  f  the  Philadelphia  General  Hospital  and  had  juiiied 

the  Army  Nnrse  Corps  in  1910.  Upon  her  assignment  to  the 
Red  Cr)S8  she  assisted  Miss  Delano  with  the  enrollment  and 
helped  to  recruit  and  to  equip  the  nurses  for  the  Mercy  Ship. 
Her  ilfiik  and  the  lyp<'writer  tabh?  Hto(»d  on  tin*  f»ther  side 
of  the  r(M)m.  between  an  open  tirc-place  and  the  main  door. 
Adjoining  Miss  Delano's  office^  was  the  hall  in  which  Marion 
r,  of  New  York,  worked  over  the  much-discussed  problem 
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of  the  mobilization  of  lay-women  for  war  service.  At  Miss 
Boardmuu*8  retjueHt,  Miss  Oliver  had  come  to  National  Head- 
quarters in  1915  to  organize  groups  of  nurses'  aides  similar 
to  the  Voluntary  Aid  Detaohments  of  the  British  Kod  Cross. 
She  was  app*)inUKl  a  member  of  the  National  Committee  on 
Red  Cross  Nursing  Service  in  December,  l'J15,  and  continued 
a  member  of  Miss  Delano's  family  until  the  Red  Cross  decided 
that  the  service  of  nurses'  aides»  if  aueh  bwame  necessary  in  tlie 
event  of  war,  should  be  directed  by  a  Red  Cross  nursc\ 

The  Red  Cross  Town  and  Country  Nursing  Service  occupied 
the  second  room;  here  Miss  Fannie  Clement  and  her  assistants 
held  sway  until  the  removal  of  this  section  in  July,  liH6,  to 
the  Mills  Building.  In  a  small  attic  room  upstairs,  the  tiles 
of  the  National  Committee,  thou  contoining  the  naines  of  six 
thousand  euroUed  nurses,  were  handled  by  a  Washington  nurse, 
Lily  Kanely,  of  the  New  Haven  Hospital  Training  School, 
who  also  assisted  Miss  Oliver  in  the  details  of  examinations 
and  certificates  of  Red  Cross  instruction  in  Elementary  Hy- 
giene and  Home  Care  of  the  Sick. 

Equal  simplicity  existed  in  other  departments  at  National 
Headquarters.  Miss  Boardmau  was  the  guiding  spirit  of  the 
urgaui^atiou.  Major-Genoral  GtH)rge  W.  Davis,  U.  S.  A*, 
retired,  was  chairman  of  the  Central  Committee.  Mr.  Ernest 
P.  Bickuell,  formerly  of  the  Chicago  Rureflu  of  Charities;, 
was  national  director;  bis  duties  kept  him  in  Europe  the 
greater  part  of  1914-1015.  In  a  large  nx^m  on  the  first  floor 
Mujor  RolxTt  U.  Patterson*  ^ledical  Corpsi^  V,  S.  A.,  detailed 
by  the  Surgeon  General  of  the  Army  to  the  Red  Cross^  was 
cliief  of  the  Bureau  of  Meilical  Service.  Mr.  Charles  L. 
Magee  was  secretary  of  the  organixation  and  also  acted  as  dis- 
bursing offitHT  for  the  treasurer,  the  Honorable  John  Skelton 
Williams.  The  pay-roll  for  the  entire  National  Headquarters, 
including  the  clerical  statf  and  a  single  messenger,  contained 
biavly  fifty  namcA. 

Miss  Delations  odScial  family  numbered  ten  members  aikd  an 
efficient  yet  informal  gn>up  it  was.  Although  she  was  thivtugh- 
out  her  Red  Ctx)«8  labors  a  full-time  vohmteer,  Hias  Delano 
appeared  every  uiomiug  at  nine  o'clock ;  often  ber  arms  were 
full  of  flowvn  and  bright  leaves  for  the  raaes  on  ber  detk  and 
boctkoaae.  Her  ainifalar  gradoasneas  of  pevaooatilj  perraded 
the  din^  rooma  and  e^-oked  from  ber  staff  an  tnterest  in  the 
Nursing  Service  vhii^  pn.>mpted  them  to  work  cheerfullr  after 
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kdan  and  during  holidays  if  ne<>d  oxistod.  *'When  you'd 
rally  seen  her  big  heart  tiiidorneath/'  said  one  of  her 
**you  never  noticed  afterwards  how  imputiout  she 
fDt  with  >X)U,  or  how  late  she  asked  vou  to  stay."  She  often 
bought  her  **live  stock"  to  the  office.  On  such  oera^sioiis  her 
•ewftary  took  complete  charge  of  her  parrot,  bequeathed  Miss 
I>eUno  by  her  mother.  Polly  could  not  ho  left  alouo  in  the 
apartment  on  Biltmore  Street,  when  her  niistress  was  on  one 
of  tboee  flying  trips  to  New  York,  uor  could  Patrick,  an  Irish 
terrier,  then  on  an  indetinite  visit  to  Miss  Delano,  tlumj^h  tho 
rty  of  an  intimate  friend.  Patrick  often  siit  in  the  wicker 
r,  watching  the  Mount  Pleasant  cars  swing  up  Connecticut 
Avenue  from  II  Street,  or  crawled  aciviss  the  ruglesH  tl(H>r  to 
lick  the  shoe  polish  from  the  glistening  boots  of  Army  officers 
who  came  to  interview  his  hostess. 

W»rmth  of  personality  eharHcterized  Miss  Delano's  attitude 
toward  every  one  with  wIkiui  she  came  in  contact.  IL^r  letters 
to  her  super\'iHing  nurses  brimmed  over  with  cordiality  and  a 
boundless  interest  in  their  welfare.  At  the  time  the  Hed  ( -nisH 
Ship  sailed,  she  equippLMl  with  her  own  hands  all  nicmlKTs 
of  the  various  units.  8hc  made  innumerable  visits  to  the  ofliccH 
foreign  consuls  and  representatives  that  the  nurseg'  puss- 
ght  be  vis^d.  She  held  earnest,  protra<'ted  c(»nfcr- 
th  her  supervisors,  warning  them  with  almost  prophetic 
insight  of  the  troublous  days  ahead  of  them.  A  phase  of  her 
many-sided  personality  was  shown  in  a  letter  (May  4,  1015) 
from  Helen  Fidelia  Draper,  herself  a  stanch  friend  of  the 
Xtmixig  Service: 


ei 


I  expect  it  may  have  seemed  almost  too  much  of  an  effort 
for  you  to  come  to  my  house  lai^t  Friday  afternoon.  1  ft?lt 
this  especially  when  I  saw  you  dreHseii  in  "your  lie«t  party 
dothes.'*  I,  too,  fee!  repaid  each  time  we  welcome  the  uuries 
■ad  aend  them  oiT  with  a  hearty  Godspeed. 


^For  manj  nurses  who  sailed  in  intervals  during  1015  as 
mtO  aa  for  tiiooe  of  the  Red  Cross  Ship,  Miss  Delano's  hand 
■Ott^  figure  as  she  wave<l  go*xl-liy  from  the  do<'kB  or  fmrn  the 
itA  of  a  tag-bo«t,  was  often  their  last  definite  impression  bo* 
low  ^'^^'^^^  or  perbapa  a  mist  of  tears  blurred  their  viaion. 
IWl  her  "lambs"  were  now  far  n^moved  from  her  immediato 
care,  dismayed  Miss  Delano  not  a  whit.     She  and 
and  her  secretary  packed  on  the  leather  ootich 
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in  her  oflBce  the  big  wooden  Christmas  boxes  which  she  sent 
to  all  the  foreign  units.  With  her  own  money  and  an  even 
greater  expenditure  of  thought,  she  bought  the  articles  which 
went  to  fill  them,  The  contents  of  one  such  box  are  enumornted 
in  her  letter  to  Vaahti  Bartlett,  at  La  Panne:  four  dozen  cans 
malted  milk;  six  dozen  cans  condensed  milk;  four  dozen  cans 
cocoa;  four  dozen  cans  coffee;  one  thousand  beef  cubes;  four 
dozen  cakes  sweet  chocolate;  two  dozen  cakes  toilet  soap;  two 
dozen  tubes  tooth  paste ;  two  dozen  toothbrushes ;  one  dozen 
sweaters.  Not  content  with  this,  she  wrote  to  the  families  of 
the  nurses  then  in  active  service  that  the  Red  Cross  would  gladly 
send  their  presents  through  official  channels  lest  they  be  lost 
in  the  unsettled  shipping  conditions 

Many  of  the  nurses'  salaries  (sixty  dollars  a  month)  were 
met  through  the  generosity  of  Cliapter  and  individual  memlwrs 
of  the  American  Red  Cross.  I-etters  written  by  Red  Cross 
nurses  to  these  donors  formed  one  of  the  strong  personal  bonds 
by  which  Miss  Delano  endeavored  to  unite  ardent  supportc»ra 
at  home  with  Red  Cross  workers  in  the  field. 

Two  hundred  and  fifty-five  nurses  including  the  one  hundred 
and  twenty-nine  of  the  original  units  and  the  additioiuil  one 
hundred  and  twenty-six  others  who  relieved  them,  were  cn- 
gag(^  in  war  mirsing  between  Auj^iat,  11)14,  and  December^ 
1915,  Miss  Delano  vigorously  denied  in  a  letter  written  April 
9,  1915,  to  the  editor  of  Tlut  Survey,  the  rumors  of  atrocities 
current  at  that  time: 

I  am  iiifleeil  glad  to  reas8ure  you  that  so  far  as  we  have 
been  able  to  determine,  no  Ked  Cross  nurses  from  any  coun- 
try have  met  with  the  mutilation  spoken  of  po  frequently. 
Oi  the  treatment  experiem^etl  by  our  own  units,  there  b 
ab8^>iutely  nt»  truth  in  any  such  reports. 

One  of  our  unitH  was  in  Belgradi^  when  that  city  was 
captured  I>y  the  Austrians;  thousands  of  soldiers  poure<l  into 
the  hospital  and  were  cared  for  in  the  same  wards  with  the 
Serbians  already  there.  The  city  was  recaptured  again  by 
the  Korhian  tr«H>ps,  ajrain  by  the  Austrians,  and  the  American 
Red  Cross  remained  inviolate. 

Miss  Delano  felt  an  intense  personal  responsibility  for  the 
nurses'  health.  She  was  greatly  distresst^-d  that  their  rooms 
were  bo  often  without  heat,  as  a  letter  of  thanks  written  Janu- 
ary 26,  1915,  to  the  Graduate  Nurses'  Association  of  Charles- 
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ton.  West  Virginia,  showed.  When  cables  arrived  telling  of 
the  typhus  epidemic  at  Gevgeli^  her  anxiety  expressed  itself  in 
an  immediate,  wholly  characteristic  recommendation  to  Major 
Patterson :  "May  I  ask,"  she  wrote,  "that  six  dozen  nightgowns, 
two  dozen  bath  towels,  four  dozen  hand  towels,  four  dozen 
boxes  talcum  powder,  Ik?  ordered  for  the  use  of  the  sick  nurses 
in  Si^rhia  and  delivered  as  soon  as  possible  to  Red  Cross  Head- 
quarters, New  York,  addressed  to  me,  so  that  I  may  pack  them 
in  a  trunk  to  go  over  with  the  next  unit  of  nurses?" 

To  Miss  Kruegcr  she  wrote:  **I  am  more  than  grieved  to 
boar  of  your  illness  and  that  of  the  other  nurses  at  Gevgeli 
and  am  so  worried  for  fear  you  are  not  able  to  get  any  kind 
of  suitable  food.  Were  it  not  for  fear  that  there  would  not 
be  enough  nurses  to  take  care  of  those  who  are  ill,"  she  added, 
"I  should  not  send  other  nurses  into  this  danger,  but  with 
this  thought  in  mind,  we  shall  probably  seud  additional  ones 
by  the  first  steamer.  It  often  seems  to  me  that  1  must  go 
abroad  at  once,  if  I  did  not  realize  so  completely  that  my  place 
18  here  at  Headquarters." 

To  Miss  Gladwin  she  wrote: 


I  am  sending  over  with  the  unit  sailing  March  16,  garments 
for  the  nurses  to  wear  when  caring  for  vermin-covered  pa- 
tients. We  Imve  evolved  these  garments  with  the  ailvi(r  of 
peoide  who  have  lived  in  these  eoimtries.  While  they  are  not 
especially  beautiful,  I  do  believe  they  will  lessen  the  danger 
of  infet^rtion. 

The  skirt  is  made  like  Turkish  tronsers,  has  litfle  exten- 
sions to  iU  in  (he  top  of  the  shoes,  tying  tightly  urouud  the 
ankles.  The  waist  has  no  opening  through  which  vermin 
could  gain  access  to  the  b«)dy  except  at  the  neck  and  sleeves. 
These  are  arranged  to  tie  tightly  as  you  see. 


Her  extreme  practicability,  which  expressed  itself  by  having 
these  garments  made  for  the  nurses,  provoked  considerable 
laughter  at  her  expense,  in  which  she  would  have  undoubtedly 
joined  more  heartily  had  she  not  been  so  distressed,  '^*Th© 
aervicc  at  Gevgeli  has  been  a  perfect  nightmare  to  me"  she 
wrote  to  Miss  Gladwin  on  April  17,  *'and  I  have  been  actually 
afraid  to  read  the  cables  as  they  come  in.  ...  I  have  notified 
the  families  of  all  the  sick  nurses,  as  it  seems  to  me  they 
hare  a  right  to  know  the  conditions.  I  am  simply  heart-broken 
to  think  that  typhus  has  extended  to  your  unit  at  Belgrade." 
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TLi«  intt^iise  rimtGrnal  solicitude  did  not  iu  any  respect,  how- 
ever, iiiJply  iudulgencf.  Miss  Delaiu}  wiia  a  stern  discipliu- 
arian.     To  her  supervising  nurseB  she  wrote: 

Do  you  think  the  foreign  authorities  are  pleased  with  the| 
service  our  nurseH  are  giving?  Tlie  only  thing  that  worriea 
me  is  the  possibility  of  conditions  becoming  a  little  lax  if 
our  units  nre  not  fully  occupied.  Will  you  impress  upon  the 
nurses  the  importance  of  dignified  ajid  professional  conduct 
both  on  and  off  duty? 

Please  do  not  hesitate  to  write  to  me  quite  frequently  if 
you  have  any  worries.  Should  any  unexpected  complications 
arise,  cable  nje.  If  you  think  it  necessary  for  the  good  of 
the  service  to  relieve  any  nurses  from  duty,  be  assured  that 
I  am  ready  to  support  any  action  you  may  take,  even  to  the 
extent  of  sending  nurses  home.  We  have  many  others  anxious 
for  European  duty,  so  I  do  not  believe  it  would  be  worth 
while  to  temporize  much  should  tlierc  be  any  breach  of 
discipline. 

Three  principal  defects  in  the  organization  of  these  pioneer 
Red  Cross  units  were  apparent  to  National  Headquarters  in 
1916,  a  realization  of  which  was  to  save  much  confusion  and 
unhappiuesa  when  the  Red  Cross  organized  a  medical  and 
nursing  personnel  a  year  later  upon  the  entry  of  the  United 
States  into  the  war.  First,  when  the  ^lercy  Ship  sailed,  the 
authority  of  the  chief  nurse  niul  the  relation  of  the  medical 
director  to  the  nursing  staff  liatl  not  been  detimnl.  Second, 
some  of  the  nurses  themselves  .did  not  seem  to  possess  imagina- 
tion enough  to  perceive  tluit  this  condititm  wws  due  to  the  speed 
with  which  the  units  were  dispatchtnl  to  Europe  and  therefore 
called  for  even  greater  exercise  of  their  professional  ideal  of 
loyalty  to  their  immediate  superior  than  would  have  been 
necessary  at  lutme.  Instead  of  endeavoring  to  live  \ip  to  this 
ideal,  which  was  one  of  the  foundation  stones  of  nursing  ethics, 
they  tof»k  advantage  of  the  geographic  separation  of  the  super- 
visor from  the  Nursing  Service  nt  National  Headquarters  and 
were  the  means  of  partially  disrupting  the  discipline  and  lower- 
ing the  morale  (»f  the  entin*  medical  and  nursing  staffs.  Third 
and  most  confusing,  was  the  effort  to  enforce  Army  procedure 
upon  groups  of  people  untrained  in  its  complexities  and  wholly 
ignorant  of  its  uses,  as  were  the  surgeons  and  nurses  of  the 
S.  S.  Red  CroHH. 

The   first  manifestation  of  an   absence  of  esprit  de  corps 
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presented  itself  in  an  open  disloyalty  between  several  nurses 
and  thoir  sHpervisors.  This  was  due  in  part  to  a  lack  of  sup- 
port given  by  the  medical  director  to  the  supervisor  and  in 
part  to  the  aUitude  of  a  few  nurses  who  seemed  to  regard  their 
foreign  assignment  as  more  of  a  sky-larking  expedition  than 
B  diflcipline<l  war  service.  Perhaps  liliss  Delano  and  her  su- 
pen'is4^r8  in  their  jealousy  for  the  reputation  of  the  American 
Red  Cross  Xursijig  Service  abroad,  may  have  set  up  more  rigid 
standards  tlian  graduate  nurses,  long  since  freed  from  the 
9tvcre  discipline  of  training  school  days,  would  brook.  At  any 
rtte,  individual  nurses  complained  to  the  medical  directors  of 
Tftrious  units  and  the  directors,  some  of  them  yoimg  men  whose 
service  as  internca  had  been  cf>mpleted  only  a  few  years  before, 
undertook  to  adjust  this  ticklish  problem  with  the  supervisors. 
But  these  women  had  enjoyed  many  prerogatives  and  had 
home  grave  responsibilities  at  home  as  superintendents  of  hos- 
pitals and  training  schools.  They  resented  the  interference 
of  the  youthful  medical  men  in  disciplinary  matters  relating 
pnrely  to  the  nursing  staff  and  accused  the  directors  of  lack 
of  cooperation  and  the  tale-bearing  nurses  of  disloyalty.  The 
dire<*tor8  then  reported  their  views  to  Maj(u*  Patterson,  while 
the  stipervisors  laid  their  cases  before  Miss  Delano.  Lively 
discussions  ensiled  at  National  Headquarters,  To  secure  effi- 
cient nursing  service,  iliss  Delano  maintained,  as  did  her 
topera-ising  nurses,  that  the  same  system  of  discipline  prevail- 
ing in  every  well  organized  hospital  should  exist  also  in  the 
Ked  Cross  organization,  that  all  matters  relating  to  the  discipline 
of  the  nursing  staff  should  be  handled  by  the  supervising  nurse 
lliFDUgh  recommendations  to  the  medical  officer  of  the  unit 
and  fo  the  chairman  of  the  National  Committee  on  Red  Cross 
Nursing  Service  at  Washingtouj  D.  C. ;  and  that  the  director 
of  the  unit  should  support  the  authority  of  the  Rupervisor  as 
long  B8  her  services  were  satisfactory.  After  thorough  investi- 
ICatioUf  Major  Patterson  iu  January,  1015.  issued  the  following 
letter  of  instructions  to  all  directors  for  foreign  units: 


All  of  your  dealings  with  the  nurses  should  be  through 
senior  superviHor.  .  ,  .  Your  surcreons  should  be  in- 
'Straeted  to  refer  all  requents  for  detail  of  nurses,  orders, 
complaints,  or  other  matters  regarding  the  nurses  to  you  to 
be  acted  on  by  you  at  your  discretion.  When  these  units 
vere  originally  sent  to  Europe,  the  surgeons  were  instructed 
to  this  efftH't.     In  other  words,  if  any  of  the  doctors  desired 
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to  have  instructions  given  to  any  of  tlie  nurses  or  to  make 
complaint,  such  matters  were  to  be  brought  to  the  attention 
of  the  senior  rlirector,  who  would  transmit  the  game  to  the^ 
supervising  nurse,  who  in  turn  would  give  the  necessary 
instruction  to  the  nurses. 

The  matter  of  assignment  to  duty  of  nurses  and  their 
general  superviniou  should  l)c  left  entirely  in  the  hands  of 
the  senior  supervising  nurM'.  Thesf  iristruc'lit)us  do  not 
mean  that  doctors  working  with  nurses  should  not  give  them 
the  usual  instructions  and  orders  common  between  ward  sur- 
geons and  the  physicians  and  nurses  working  with  thum.  ,  .  . 

[f  in  the  opinion  of  the  8iii>ervisiiig  nurse,  any  of  the 
nurses  under  her  charge  are  deficient  in  conduct  or  unsatia- 
factory  to  her  in  any  particular  and  she  so  recommends,  you 
shoidd  return  such  nun^Cfj  to  the  I'nited  States,  merely  obtain- 
ing sulticient  information  from  the  supervising  nurse  to 
satisfy  yourself  that  tbere  has  been  no  miscarriage  of  justice. 

As  long  as  the  supervising  nurse  is  satisfactory  to  you, 
you  should  sustain  her  authority  on  all  occasions.  If  at 
any  time  her  services  are  unsatisfactory,  she  should  be  re- 
lieved from  further  duty,  a  temporary  supervisor  appointed 
in  her  stead  ancT  this  office  notiiied  by  cable, 

A  letter  written  to  one  of  her  supervisors,  April  28,  1915, 
outlined  Miss  Delano's  interpretation  of  these  instructions: 

It  seems  to  me  consistent  and  necessary  for  discipline  that 
the  director  have  the  power  of  removal  of  the  doctors  serving 
under  him  and  of  the  supervising  nurse  of  the  unit.  So 
long  as  the  supervising  nurse  remains  in  ctiarge  of  the 
nurses  in  the  unit,  any  recommendation  made  by  her  should, 
I  think,  be  accepted  by  the  medical  director  wiihout  question. 
All  the  dealings  of  the  medical  corps  with  the  nurses,  ex- 
cept in  the  matter  of  orders  for  patients,  should  be  absolutely 
tlirough  the  supervising  nurse  and  she  should  be  held 
responsible  for  the  discipline  and  maintenance  of  order  of 
the  nurws  under  her.  Any  recommcjidatioiis  for  the  removal 
of  a  nurse  should,  however,  be  made  by  the  supervising  nurse 
through  the  medical  director,  unless  he  should  refuse  to  for- 
ward this  recommendation.  Under  these  circumstances,  I 
think  the  supervising  nurse  would  be  quite  justified  in  com- 
municating with  me  direct,  although  every  effort  should  be 
made  to  come  to  an  agreement  with  the  medical  director 
in  regard  to  the  recommendation  so  that  after  action  was 
taken,  the  supervising  nurse  could  be  sure  of  his  support 
and  approval. 
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Miss  Delano  was  undcviuting  in  her  support  of  the  super- 
viaon^  even  refouimrndiug  the  immediate  recall  of  individual 
tiMrst*8  whose  complaiutB  had  Grst  hrought  aUiut  the  loss  of 
hiUTDony.  The  following  statement  of  Miss  Dt^lano's  rejisous 
for  her  support  of  the  supervisors  was  contained  in  a  letter 
written  l»y  her  to  the  supKjrvistir  of  several  nurses  who  had 
been  relieved  from  duty  at  the  end  of  six  moutlis: 

I  think  they  were  a  little  surprised  to  find  me  waiting  for 
them  on  the  dork,  but  in  spite  of  that  they  seemed  glad  to 
see  me.  I  asked  thera  to  report  to  Red  Cross  Headquarters 
as  soon  as  they  had  arranged  for  the  inspection  of  their 
luggage. 

They  came  quite  willingly.  I  asked  them  to  tell  me  exactly 
what  their  ditlieulties  had  been.  No  one  seemed  particularly 
anxious  to  talk  and  it  was  only  after  more  or  less  quei^tioning 
that  they  began  a  discussion  of  the  matter.  I  was  really  sur- 
prised at  the  little  they  had  to  say.  I  explainetl  to  them  my 
idea  of  the  relation  whidi  should  nave  existed  between  nurses 
and  the  director  and  that  the  supervisor  represented  as  far 
as  they  were  concerned  the  autliority  of  the  Red  Cross,  acting 
in  my  place. 

I  also  told  them  that  I  felt  under  obligation  to  support 
to  the  last  any  supervising  nurse  unless  some  definite  eliarges 
could  be  hrought  against  her,  that  it  was  not  a  question  of 
tlie  individual  but  of  the  principle  and  that  I  should  have 
supported  any  one  of  them  with  equal  willingness  had  they 
been  selected  as  supervising  nurse.  This  seemed  to  appeal 
to  them  as  reasonable  and  just  and  I  am  hoping  that  they 
went  home  with  rather  a  different  idc-a  of  their  relation  to 
the  Hed  Cross  Nursing  Service. 

Of  the  seven  nurses  who  were  relieved  from  duty  for  in- 

>rdiuation,  she  wrote:  *'I  have  not  seen  Miss nor  do 

I  intend  to  do  so  until  you  are  iu  this  country.  Nothing  will 
be  done  about  disenrollment  until  both  sides  of  this  question 
are  beard."  A  letter  to  a  nurse,  a  close  friend,  who  dilTcred 
radically  in  opinion  from  the  nie<lieal  director  of  her  tinit, 
illustrated  Miss  Delano's  impartiality,  a  quality  which  com- 
nuwdcd  the  respect  of  all  who  knew  her  well: 

I  wish,  however,  to  tell  you  exactly  what  I  said  to  Major 
Pfttteraon,  so  that  you  may  understand  my  position.  Of 
course.  I  know  (and  so  do  you)  that  sometimes  you  are  a 
ItUk  "difficult;*'  but  I  realize  that  in  this  ineident  there  had 
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been  great  provocation  and  I  think  that  yon  know  me  well 
enough  to  feel  sure  that  I  have  only  the  good  of  the  gervice 
at  heart,  even  though  this  me-aut  the  &acritice  of  my  dearest 
friends.  I  have  said  that  I  would  not  consent  to  your  re- 
turn, except  on  your  own  request,  until  the  arrival  of  the 
new  medical  director.  If,  whrn  he  hns  looked  all  the  ^Touud 
over,  he  feclg  that  your  relief  will  lie  a  benefit  to  the  service, 
I  shall  be  willing  to  accept  his  recommendation. 

Had  there  been  time  on  the  part  of  National  Headquarters 
to  establish  a  definite  plan  of  organization  and  communica- 
tion before  the  units  sailed,  much  discouragement  and  unhap- 
piness  would  have  been  avoided  when  the  units  found  them- 
selves face  to  face  with  these  difficulties  in  the  far  corners  of 
Europe.  Miss  Delano  appreciated  keenly  her  share  of  this 
responsibility.  In  a  particularly  trying  instance,  she  wrote  to 
one  of  her  supervisors  with  singular  tenderness  and  sympathy: 

I  do  not  wish  you  to  feel  in  any  way  that  your  work  has 
been  in  vain.  I  am  most  unrewmciled  that  things  luive  been 
allowed  to  drift  along  to  such  a  futile  ending,  but  if  you 

have  had  ditljcuUiee  in  ,  I  certainly  have  not  been 

free  from  them  at  this  end.  Never  for  one  moment  have  I 
faltered  in  my  support  of  you  and  your  policy,  nor  have 
I  douhtcd  for  one  iiionient  that  all  wuuld  Imve  been  well  if 
you  had  received  from  the  beginning  the  support  due  you, 
not  only  professionally  but  personally. 

Your  letter  of  discouragement  makes  me  feel  as  if  I  had 
failed  you,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  reading  the  paragraph 
of  your  letter,  in  which  you  ask  to  he  transferred  to  another 
country  as  one  of  the  "rank  and  file"  to  Miss  Boardman.  It 
may  comfort  3'ou  a  little  to  know  that  she  regrets  as  much 
as  I  do  all  the  unplcat^ant  experiences  you  have  met. 


Two  years  later,  Miss  Delano  said  to  Miss  Hay,  then  re- 
turned from  Europe,  "No  one  will  ever  know  the  difficulties 
I  had  in  trying  to  support  you  super^'ising  nurses,  nor  what 
Miss  Boardman  has  done  in  trying  to  secure  for  nurses  the 
proper  relationship  and  authority  which  she  felt  was  due  the 
^Nursing  iService  in  the  Red  Cross  organization." 

Among  the  mass  of  correspondence  at  National  Headquarters 
which  contains  the  history  of  tlje  Mercy  Ship,  there  appears 
only  one  letter  of  derogatory  criticism  of  the  nurses  as  a  whole. 
This  estimate  was  given  by  a  Bntish  Matron  and  it  will  be 
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ippreciated  that  she  was  prejudiced  to  Sf>me  dep^ree  by  national 
ditferences  in  training,  preeedont  and  teinperanient  which  placed 
llie  Ameriean  uuraee  working  under  her  in  a  strange  environ- 
ment, at  grave  disadvantage:  "I  think  fow  of  them  have  the 
real  nursing  instinct  or  love  of  h\imnnity  about  them,"  the 
British  nurse  wrote,  **they  arc  keen  on  their  own  comfort. 
Their  thcor}',  I  thought,  seemed  better  than  ours,  but  their 
practice  not  nearly  so  finished  as  that  of  a  good  English  nnrse. 
Their  discipline  was  nowhere  and  their  independence  too  awful.*' 

Aliss  Delano  respctnded :  "1  am  always  glad  to  hear  both 
aides  of  a  question  and  will  take  up  the  matter  with  the  super- 

mors  in  charge  of  those  units.     The  service  at has  also 

tried  the  very  souls  of  our  nurses." 

Xational  Headquarters  recalled  fourteen  of  the  foreign  units 
October  1,  1015.  Belgian  Units  Nos,  1  and  2  remained  at  La 
Panne  until  the  completion  of  a  year's  service.  The  Yvetot 
Unit  was  no  longer  under  the  American  Red  Cross.  In  the 
Annual  Report  for  1015,  Major  Patterson  stated  the  reasons 
for  recalling  the  surgeons  and  nurses  of  the  Mercy  Ship: 


As  the  war  had  been  in  progress  for  nearly  a  year,  it  was 
felt  that  the  sanitary-  eerviee  of  the  various  belligerent 
countries,  as  far  as  personnel  was  concerned,  should  be  well 
organized  and  that  with  few  exeeptions  they  were  in  such  a 
position  that  further  assistance  of  surgeons  and  nurses  from 
the  American  Red  Cross  was  no  longer  greatly  needed.  This 
was  not  true,  however,  regarding  supplies,  which  it  was  felt 
would  tuteadily  diminish.  These  would  be  increasingly  diffi- 
cult to  obtain  and.  therefore,  would  continue  to  be  needed  in 
varying  amounts  by  all  warring  countries. 

The  money  that  otherwipc  would  he  required  for  the  pay- 
ment of  salaries,  travel  and  other  necet^sary  expenses  would 
be  saved  and  the  funds  thus  released  would  be  available 
to  continue  the  purchase  of  medical,  surgical  and  other  hos- 
pital supplies  for  the  Red  Cross  societies  of  the  belligerents 
for  many  montlis. 


m  Although  she  had  expressed  a  fervent  hope  that  the  nurses 
"  should  return  immediately  to  the  United  States,  Miss  Delano's 
iuieri3st  and  encoura^ng  letters  followed  many  of  them  through 
ihcir  further  8or\'ice  in  Europe.  Four  nurses  remained  on 
sfficdal  foreign  duty  in  Serbia  and  Bulgaria.  Mme.  Slavko 
Otouilch,  wife  of  the  Under-Secretary  of  Foreign  Affairs  in 
Serbia,  bad  requested  in  July,  1915,  that  the  American  Red 
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Cross  organize  a  unit  of  two  doctors  and  two  nurses  to  estab- 
lish in  Nish  a  hospital  for  infanta  and  young  children.  Funds 
raised  by  Mnie.  Grouiteh  were  turned  over  to  the  Red  Cross 
to  defray  expenses.  With  Dr.  Louise  Taylor  Jones,  of  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  as  director,  Dr.  Catherine  Travis,  New  Britain, 
Connecticut,  as  assistant,  Mrs.  Maud  Metcalf,  of  Bellevue 
Hospital,  and  Miss  Grace  Utley,  of  Hahnemann  Hospital,  New 
York  City,  as  the  nursing  personnel,  the  ^labe!  Grouitch  Baby 
Hospital  was  opened  August  20,  1015,  at  Nish,  Serbia,  there 
to  exist  for  a  few  brief  crowded  months. 

Dr.  Jones  had  started  the  dispensary  under  canvas.  The 
main  building  was  opened  October  1.  Mme.  Grouitch  de- 
scribed this  first  Serbian  baby  hospital: 

The  Serbian  Qovernnient  has  given  us  a  really  nice  build- 
ing, the  former  Old  Peoplrs'  Home.  Over  three  hundre<l  cases 
have  been  treated  in  the  dispensary  during  these  first  five 
weeks.  Women  walk  all  ni^ht  from  remote  villages  to  bring 
their  children.  It  is  heart-breaking  to  see  the  wretched, 
absolutely  starved  little  bodies  and  the  fearful  cases  of  hernia 
due  to  the  poor  mother  and  baby  having  been  uncared  for  at 
birth. 

The  white  enameled  cribs  and  beds  are  the  delight  and 
wonder  of  all.  The  diet  kitchen  with  its  stove  and  special 
arrangements,  was  marveled  at  with  almost  religious  awe 
by  the  iwanant  women  who  heard  for  the  first  time  of  the 
nccessar}'  care  in  the  preparntion  of  thoir  ehildren's  food. 
The  store-rnom  was  viewed  willi  that  respect  always  given 
to  abundance  by  very  poor  people. 

In  September,  1915,  after  the  hospital  and  clinic  were  well 
established,  Dr.  Jones  returned  to  the  United  States,  leaving 
Dr.  Travis  in  charge. 

In  addition  to  being  a  hospital  center  boasting  eleven  mili- 
tWy  and  civilian  institutions,  Nish  was  the  seat  of  the  Serbian 
Oovernmont.  In  nearby  Krnguycvatz  were  located  the  arsenals. 
A  member  of  the  Grouitch  Baby  Hospital  described  the  move- 
ments of  the  Serbian  troops: 

For  ten  days  the  trains  have  been  constantly  transporting 
soldiers  to  the  Rnlgnrian  frontier,  train  after  train,  day  and 
nipht.  Miles  of  men  march  through  Nish.  1  have  waved 
to  them  from  the  hill  where  our  rlinic  is  situated  and  they 
answer  with  a  shout     At  five  o'clock  one  morning,  in  the 
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pouring  rain,  a  train  filled  to  the  guardn  passed  by  with 
soldiers  standing  in  straw  on  open  freight  cars,  all  siuging 
at  the  top  of  their  lungs:  "There  is  my  Serbia;  There  is  my 
home!^' 

If  the  wounded  are  brought  back  to  Niah,  our  Baby  Hos- 
pital will  at  uncc  be  turned  into  a  military  one.  1  kuow  we 
shall  take  care  of  the  grown-ups  with  as  much  zeal  as  wc  give 
the  babies.  Even  if  we  have  soldiers  in  every  bed  and  on  straw 
ftAcks  in  the  halls,  we  will  keep  the  clinic  going  for  the 
mothers. 

The  Austrian-Bulgarian  offensive  was  hurled  against  Ser- 
bia early  in  Octol^er,  11)15.  The  Mabel  Grouitch  Baby  Hos- 
pital became  a  field  ainbulanee  Octolter  K?  and  with  niem- 
hers  of  the  sanitary  commission  hastened  to  the  front.  Grace 
Utiey  described  the  flying  squadron  of  mercy: 

For  ten  days  we  were  on  the  firing  line,  giving  First  Aid 
to  the  wounded  on  the  field.  Tliis  sometimes  meant  imme- 
diatp  amputation  of  a  limb,  operation  on  the  brain,  emergency 
surgery  of  all  kinds.  The  bravery  of  the  men  was  magnificent; 
for  some,  one  prayed  for  swift  death. 

We  saw  the  big  guns  silence  two  batteries.  The  caimonade 
of  the  Austrians  and  Germans  was  a  solemn  tiling  to  ht-ar. 
We  evacuated  before  the  on-coming  enemy;  moving  back  a 
station,  we  set  up  our  tents  anew  for  the  wounded,  so  that 
our  "Front"  was  a  constantly  changing  one. 

We  now  await  here  in  Nish  the  arrival  of  the  Bul^rs, 
the  Turks,  the  Germans.  Many  places  around  us  have  fallen ; 
our  turn  come.s  soon.  The  Baby  Hospital  under  the  Stars 
and  Stripes  and  the  Red  Cross  flag  goes  on  until  we  are 
called  again  to  the  frnnt;  or  until  the  floods  of  woundod 
turn  this  into  a  military  hospital;  or  until  the  Bulgars  shall 
order  us  on  our  walk  with  thousands  of  other  refugees  to  a 
port  where  a  ship  will  take  us  home;  or  until  we  shall  be 
taken  prisoners  of  war. 

Of  the  lawlessness  which  broke  out  in  Nish  immediately 
before  the  Bulgarian  occupation,  Miss  Utley  wrote: 

The  fitorehouses  not  under  American  jurisdiction  in  Nish 
were  Uirowu  u(»en  to  the  public.  The  place  where  automobiles 
were  kept,  as  well  a*  any  other  things  that  could  be  of  use 
to  the  enemy,  were  burned  up.  Casks  of  wine  were  broken 
open  and  people  carried  it  into  their  houses  in  pitchers,  pails, 
or  any  utensil  handy.     Much  of  it  streamed  over  the  mud. 
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Even  little  children  were  drunk  iu  a  short  time.  Some  of  the 
people  broke  the  windows  of  their  own  shops  and  carried 
away  things  without  discrimination,  or  simply  dcslroyed 
them.  The  powder  magazines  were  blown  up  at  one  o'clock  in 
the  morning  of  the  fourth  of  Novpnil>er,  Add  to  the  terrilic 
eJcplosions  the  constant  crackling  sound  of  the  flames  as  they 
licked  up  tlie  gunpowder;  tlie  sight  of  mighty  towers  of 
fiolid  flame  here  and  tliere  and  at  intervals  a  fresh  explosion! 
One  can  realize  fully  how  it  might  affect  men  who  were  ill 
and  weak  and  helpless.  For  a  short  time  we  had  almost  a 
panic  within  our  compound. 

Of  their  sole  protection,  Maud  Metcalf  wrote: 

Upon  our  return  from  the  front,  we  were  requested  to 
take  over  a  military  hospital  filled  with  wounded  Serbians. 
We  went  out  to  its  crowded  wards  one  wet  dreary  afternoon 
and  by  the  next  morning  all  the  uthcials  had  left,  leaving  u& 
with  1100  patients.  We  were  not  the  most  cheerful  people 
in  the  world.  To  our  dismay,  moreo\cr,  we  found  that  we 
were  left  without  an  American  flag. 

I  walked  three  miles  to  a  village  to  And  all  the  stores 
closed  and  tlicir  windows  tightly  boarded  up.  After  a  great 
deal  of  talk,  a  shop-keeper  pulk-d  down  one  board  and  let 
me  in.  1  lK)ught  some  rcil  and  wliite  .sateen  and  a  little  square 
of  blue  cloth.  Back  1  hurried  to  the  hospital  and  we  pro- 
ceeded to  make  a  flag,  the  other  members  of  the  unit  cutting 
out  stars  while  I  sewed  the  stripes  together.  All  of  us  won- 
dered what  our  fate  would  be.  I  sat  up  all  night  to  finish  it 
and  in  the  morning  wc  cut  oil  a  limb  of  a  tree  for  a  pole,  mtiled 
the  flag  to  it,  fastened  the  pole  to  a  window  frame  and  there 
it  hung  through  sunshine  and  storm  for  five  months  while 
we  stayed  at  our  post. 

At  half-past  ten  o'clock  on  the  night  of  November  7,  11U5, 
the  Bulgars  ai»d  Turks  captrired  Nisli  and  on  the  next  day  the 
Germans  came  in,  60,000  sti-ong.  The  military  hospital,  flying 
the  Aincricau  and  Red  Cross  flags,  remained  unhRrmed  and 
the  nurses  and  surgeons  cared  without  discrimination  for  the 
wounded  of  both  the  Allied  and  the  Central  Powers. 

National  Headquarters  cabled  the  recall  of  the  Mabel  Qrou- 
itch  Baby  Welfare  Unit  in  Novcmln'r,  IDIH.  Maud  Metcnlf 
reported  in  December  to  Helen  Scx)tt  Hay  in  Sofla.  Grace 
Utley  and  the  other  Americans  returned  home  during  1916 
after  many  delays. 
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During  the  Bummer  of  1915,  Helen  Scott  Hay  and  Rachel 
Torrance  had  undertaken  in  Sofia,  Bulgaria,  under  gracious 
Queen  Eleanora'a  protection,  the  organization  of  the  training 
school  first  proposed  in  1913.  Before  takinj?  up  the  details 
of  this  project,  it  is  of  interest  to  read  Miss  Hay's  characteriza- 
tion of  its  sponsor: 

What  Queen  Elizabeth  was  to  Hungary,  that  was  Eleaimra 
to  her  adopted  countr)% — a  woman  whose  constant  thought 
vas  for  the  help  of  her  people.  But  for  her  wisdom  and  in- 
comparable strength  and  fearlessness,  the  small  though  con- 
rincing  demonstration  of  good  nursing  methods  in  hospitals 
and  in  home  would  not  have  been  possible  in  Bulgaria  in 
li>15  nor  probably  for  long  years  to  come. 

Of  the  German  house  of  Heuss  and  brought  up  near  Vienna, 
her  family,  father,  brothers  and  sisters,  were  all  noted  for 
their  kindness  and  generosity.  Her  concern  for  the  sick  be- 
gan when  the  parish  priest  taught  her  the  simple  remedies 
which  she  applied  in  care  of  the  sick  poor  of  the  neighbor- 
hoo*].  In  the  Husso-Japnuese  War,  she  had  good  oppurtimity 
to  learn  the  value  of  skilled  nursing.  During  the  Balkan 
Wars,  she  as  Queen  M'as  head  of  the  Bulgarian  J{ed  Cross 
tnd  then  indeed  the  lack  of  good  nurses  and  good  uureing 
schools  wai«  impressctl  upon  her.  Thnt  she  at  once  began  to 
plan  how  this  defect  might  be  remedied  is  characteristic  of 
ner  sympathetic  desires  for  her  people  and  of  her  indefatigable 
purpose.  .  .  . 

In  her  manner,  she  was  simple  and  without  ostentation 
and  repeatedly  surprised  even  lier  best  friends  by  her  sound 
wisdom  and  good  sense.  There  wns  Dotlang  of  the  dilettante 
about  her.  In  questions  of  curriculum  and  discipline,  she 
would  have  been  a  helpful  epeaker  in  any  group  of  nurse  in- 
Btructors.  ...  No  detail  was  too  iusignilicant  for  her  at- 
tention if  it  meant  someone's  liappiness  or  added  comfort. 
A  village  wedding,  an  insane  soldier,  the  ambition  of  an  or- 
phan girl  for  an  education, — everything  that  would  help  she 
did  at  once.  Schools  for  the  deaf  and  t!uTnb,  help  for  the 
blind,  care  and  cure  of  the  tubercular,  a  thousand  interests 
big  and  little  were  hers  and  of  her  strength  aud  her  means 
she  gave  to  the  utmost.  .  .  . 

Two  ather  women  instrumental  in  the  organization  of  the 

'Queen's  School"  were  ^ladanie  Bakiuetieff,  wife  of  the  Bui- 

ian  diplomat  whowas  later  Ambassa<lor  to  the  Unitetl  States, 

%id  Miss  Inez  Abbott,  director  of  the  Vj'xrhi  iSchool  in  Samakov.. 
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Miss  Hay  wrote  of  her  assignment  to  Bulgaria  and  her 
reception  there: 

To  Kief  early  in  1915  came  Mr.  Bicknell  from  Bulgaria, 
where  Queen  Eleanora  had  diecusised  with  him  her  ardent  de- 
sire to  see  the  School  established,  even  though  the  times  con- 
tinued uni)roi)iti()Us.  As  1  wuk  then  nUoui  to  return  to 
America.  Mr.  Birknell  felt  thut  I  chouh!  ^o  tu  Sotia  and 
acquaint  myself  witli  cnnditionst  there;  so  early  in  .hine,  lIHo, 
I  went  to  Sofia  with  tlio  luidcr^laiiding  that  my  mitision  was 
only  to  inform  myself  of  Londitiims  sur-h  as  would  be  heipful 
should  the  Hchotil   project  be  resumed  later. 

From  the  moment  of  my  arrival  in  Sofia,  the  Queen  was 
most  hoHpitable.  .  .  .  During  the  weeks  wliich  followed,  I 
visited  the  Alexander,  Hed  Cro8s  and  Clementina  Hospitals, 
met  nuniorons  men  and  women  favorable  and  unfavorable  to 
our  plan  and  hud  many  conferences  with  the  Queen.  At  this 
time  Bulf^aria  scented  to  me  to  l>e  singularly  peaceful  com- 
pared with  the  militiiry  Kust^ia  I  had  just  left.  True,  she  was 
still  weary  from  the  Balkan  Wars  and  who  could  tell  what 
the  King,  Cabinet  or  Minister  might  do  when  faced  with 
the  increasingly  complicated  situation  due  to  the  European 
War? 

Scarcely  had  my  fir.=t  week  in  Bulgaria  passed  before  I 
found  thtit  the  Queen  was  arriving  at  the  panic  conclusions 
I  held:  that  ihc  need  was  beyond  question  and  that  the  time 
was  as  opportune  as  it  was  ever  likely  to  be,  "You  are 
here,*'  she  said,  "and  we  should  begin  at  once.  There  will  be 
big  dit!iculties  and  much  opposition  but  my  shoulders  are 
broad.'^ 

The  plans  proposed  months  l>efore  in  Washington  were 
that  the  Alexander  (the  (jovernment)  Hospital  of  11)00  beds 
should  be  used  for  the  practical  training  and  that  in  turn  the 
Hospital  would  provicle  board  and  lodging  for  the  entire 
School  besides  a  stipend  of  41)  levs  monthly  for  each  pupil. 
The  Samaritan  SiM-iety  of  Sofia  were  to  proviile  uniforms 
and  te.\tb<»oks  and  to  work  to  swure  funtls  for  a  permanent 
nurses'  home.  But  times  had  changed  and  interest  shifted 
and  the  only  concession  which  the  Queen  could  get  for  the 
School  after  days  of  weary  effort  was  the  nursing  care  of  one 
pavilion  and  that  without  return  of  any  sort.  A  private 
house  in  the  neighborhood  was  secured  for  the  nurses'  home, 
was  fitted  and  fiiniished  in  exquisite  taste  under  her  per- 
sonal direction  and  all  expenses  with  It,  with  the  pupils'  gen- 
erous uniform  allowance  and  other  items  came  from  the 
Queen's  private  purse. 
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On  September  15,  the  School  was  opened  with  Miss  Hay  as 
I^rector  and  Hachel  Torrance  uh  assistant.  The  pupils  num- 
bered eight;  one  of  them  hud  had  full  college  training;  two 
had  had  two  years  in  collegt^;  two  others  were  graduates  of 
h\A  ichoola  and  the  rest  had  had  some  years  in  high  school. 
All  were  Bulgarian  and  all  hut  one  spoke  English.  A  course 
of  study  covering  two  years  and  corresponding  to  the  **Standard 
Cnrriculum"  had  been  adopted  by  Miss  Hay. 

Of  the  fortunes  of  the  School,  Miss  Hay  wrote: 

On  the  very  first  morning  of  clasFos,  the  Queen  brought  us 
the  news  that  Bulgaria  was  on  the  eve  of  mobilization,  having 
thrown  in  her  fortunes  with  Germany  and  Austria.  We  must 
therefore  plaice  our  pupils  at  once,  she  said,  in  the  Alexander 
Hospital  to  assist  in  caring  for  the  soldiers.  I  begged  for  a 
few  weeks,  even  a  few  days,  for  preliminary  training  and  we 
were  able  to  give  almost  a  month  to  it.  In  the  excitement  of 
a  nation  going  to  war,  no  wonder  we  found  our  pupils  un- 
usually apt!  All  day  long  they  made  bcfls  aud  poultices,  gave 
each  other  baths  and  simple  treatmenti»  to  the  music  of  a 
military  band  or  of  fife  anil  drum  that  In  the  parade  ground 
hard  by  was  continually  welcoming  troops  of  war-weary  vet- 
erans and  exuberant  recruits  pouring  in  from  all  quarters  ol 
the  kingdom. 

Then  fightmg  began  off  to  the  West  and  North  and  we 
made  ready  our  pavilion  at  Alexander  Hospital.  As  a  good 
nurses'  school^  we  must  stand  for  the  highest  standards  of 
cleanliness  and  order.  Scarcely  was  the  last  yard  of  paint 
scoured  white,  the  last  todet  made  spotless,  the  hist  bed 
benzined,  however,  when  the  German  Red  Cross  with  doctors, 
nurses  and  vast  supplies  began  arriving  in  Sofia  to  take  over 
tlie  direction  of  all  military  hospitals  in  Bulgaria.  To  Alex- 
ander Hospital  came  the  chief,  Dr.  Goldammer.  and  his  as- 
sistants. With  our  (lupils  we  were  left  the  nursing  care  of 
our  pavilion.  But  not  for  long  were  we  allowefl  to  enjoy 
our  clean  quarters.  A  nurses'  school  meant  to  the  (Jerman 
direction  undesirable  complications  aud  (most  obnoxious!) 
division  of  authority  and  they  would  hove  none  of  that.  So 
with  tbank-yous  and  good  wislies  all  around,  our  School  was 
transferred  to  Foteenoff  Hospital  nearer  the  center  of  the 
city. 

Foteenoff  Hospital  was  under  the  Queen's  control  and  was 
dincted  by  a  sympathetic  Bulgarian  physician.  Dr.  Michael- 
ovaky.    For  tivc  months,  the  ^'Queen's  SchooF'  flourished  there, 
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but  early  in  191C  Dr.  Micbaelovaky  grow  ill  and  a  German 
physician  was  put  in  charge  and  German  Sisters  were  installed 
in  the  operating-room*    iiiss  Hay  wrote: 

These  were  the  days  of  increasing  animosity  between  Ger- 
mans and  Ameripans.  Moreover,  German  methods  of  train- 
ing are  whoily  differeut  from  ours.  And  again  arose  the 
question  of  divided  authority.  Sad  it  was  but  unquestionably 
true  that  the  building  up  of  a  good  nurses'  school  under 
American  methods  was  not  then  feasible.  The  Queen,  too, 
came  to  the  same  conclusions,  probably  on  account  of  the  in- 
creasing opposition  of  tlie  King  and  Prime  Alinister  to  her 
giving  any  longer  her  favor  and  protection  to  Americans, 
So  the  transfer  of  the  pupils  of  our  school  was  made  and 
back  they  went  to  the  Alexander  Hospital,  .  .  . 

However,  the  Queen  was  not  the  one  to  relinquish  easily  a 
project  as  dear  to  lier  as  was  the  ijitroduction  of  American 
nursing  methods  in  her  countrj-,  so  she  begged  Miss  Torrance 
and  me  to  remain  in  Bulgaria  so  that  the  School  might  he 
resumed  speedily  as  soon  as  the  war  was  over.  Even  if  the 
Germans  did  not  further  desire  our  services,  there  were  many 
Bulgarians  whom  she  felt  we  might  assist.  And  was  it  not 
to  help  these  that  we  had  come  to  Bulgaria?  And  so  it  was 
decided  that  we  coubl  help  most  effectually  in  the  care  of  the 
refugees.  In  Philipo|K»Io8»  secon<l  citv  of  Bulgaria  in  size, 
with  a  normal  population  of  00,000  there  were  a  large  number 
of  refugees,  some  the  remnants  of  other  Balkan  Wars,  others 
just  arriving  from  the  Greek  and  Macedonian  fronts  where 
fighting  had  already  begun. 

National  Headquarters  cabled  its  approval  to  the  change  in 
assignment  and  authoriz(»d  Miss  Hay  and  Miss  Torrance  to 
spend  their  small  balance  of  five  hundred  dollars  in  general 
relief  work.     Wiss  Hay  wrote: 

The  plan  was  that  we  should  work  in  cooperation  with  the 
American  missionaries  under  the  American  Board ;  their 
long  residence  made  them  familiar  with  locjil  needs.  We 
were  attached  to  a  local  women's  organization,  the  Samari- 
tans, which  endeavored  to  find  the  nepdie.*tt  sick  and  supplied 
them  with  milk  and  eggs.  The  women  in  this  group  under 
the  able  leadership  of  Sirs.  Stt'phen  Kaltcheff.  .st<x>d  sponsor 
for  us,  two  strange  Americans,  and  undoubtedly  their  intro- 
duction went  far  to  arouse  for  us  feelings  of  respect  and 
confidence. 
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In  the  disorganization  of  war  rlays,  there  were  virtually 
no  other  social  agencies  with  which  to  cooperate.  During  our 
stay  in  I'hilipopolis,  a  union  was  ctTwRnl  itf  Hincral  groups 
repre*ienting  the  several  religions  of  that  cosmopolitan  city, — 
Jew,  Pravo-Slav,  Catholic,  Armenian,  PrDtestant,  Moham- 
medan.— and  funds  were  collected,  tJiongli  our  wurk  really  had 
little  help  therefrom.  Intentions  were  of  the  best  hut  the 
ideas  we  stood  for  were  new  to  the  Oriental  mind  which  could 
not  be  expected  to  act  upon  such  short  notice. 

In  Philipopolis,  there  were  two  physicians  for  the  city  poor, 
but  with  enormous  clinics  daily  and  with  the  work  of  sani- 
tary officers  for  a  prodigious  area,  they  could  give  little,  very 
little,  individual  attention  to  anyone  and  the  person  too  ill 
or  otherwise  unable  to  drag  himself  weary  miles  up  the  hill 
to  the  clinic  must  get  along  without  the  assistance  of  a 
physician.  Therefore,  after  the  city  had  heen  divided  into 
six  main  parishes,  each  of  us  undertook  to  cover  three  of 
them  as  best  we  could.  Through  the  "poor  lists"  supplied  by 
the  mayor's  office,  the  advice  of  the  parish  priest,  rabbi  or 
Mohammedan  hodji,  we  were  able  to  find  an*l  to  assist  many 
of  the  most  need}*.  At  firtt  we  sought  them.  Soon  they 
sought  us  and  after  that  the  question  was  how  much  we 
couUl  manage  to  give  to  all  who  needed  help. 

The  needs  and  problems  were  legion  and  it  took  careful 
planning  to  make  our  efforts  most  effectual.  The  distances 
were  long;  there  were  no  streetcars  or  Fords  and  the 
Ttirkish  cobblestones  or  foot-deep  mud  was  wearisome.  Our 
clientele  was  a  motley  one, — as  varied  as  the  patches  in 
our  Turkisli  Fatimalfs  ragged  and  voliuuiiiauK  trousers. 
Resident  Bulgarians,  Spanisih,  Jews,  Greeks,  Turks  and 
gypsies;  refugees  from  Macedonia,  Greeti?,  Turkey,  Serbia, 
Houmania,  e^ch  holding  himself  still  a  good  Bulgarian  but 
marked  in  dress,  in  custom  and  often  in  religion  by  the 
land  of  most  recent  sojourn.  The  Wallachian  nomads 
with  their  flocks  and  herds  were  frcquei»tly  in  our  district, 
alway-i  knittitig,  knitting,  on  horseback,  or  walking  or  stand- 
ing go^'siping  with  their  neighbors  ...  To  know  and  be- 
come a  useful  though  a  very  small  part  in  the  lives  of  all 
these  kindly,  needy  folk  waa  an  experience  interesting  indeed 
beyond  my  power  to  tell. 

Kverv  Beason  seemed  to  bring  forth  its  special  difficulties 
ind  its  special  crop  of  "miseries."    Miss  Hay  continued: 

No  sooner  had  we  gotten  the  epidemic  of  boils  under  control 
than  mumps  and  whooping-cough  came  along;  always  we  had 
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scabies  and  malaria;  am]  fltarvatiou  that  showed  in  the  waxy 
ashen  faces  everywhere.  Kations  were  becoming  more  and 
more  scarce  and  with  the  rold  months,  the  great  need  of  soup 
kitchens  was  evident.  And  then  came  to  us  from  our  blessed 
American  Hed  Cross  the  sum  of  five  tliousand  dollars,  a 
primely  gift  indeed!  At  once  we  secured  and  salted  down 
three  big  hogs,  bought  up  potatoes,  onions  and  beans  and  be- 
gan to  unwind  the  endless  meters  of  rerl  tape  nocessiiry  to 
procure  through  the  military  authorities  flour  for  our  bread 
to  be  served  with  the  soup.  Securing  kitchens  and  needed 
equipment  was  well  under  way  when  came  a  thunderbolt, — 
we  were  recalled  to  America.  Facing  the  inevitable,  funds 
and  the  soup  kitchens  were  put  in  the  hands  of  a  strong  com- 
mittee who  were  able  ta  extend  their  usefulness  over  the  worst 
of  two  winters.  Visiting  nursing  was  given  over  to  three 
Bulgarian  young  women,  one  of  whom  had  acted  aa  our 
interpreter  and  assistant.  Two  of  our  old  pupils  from  Sofia 
assisted  for  a  time  and  were  succeeded  by  others  from  the 
Sofia  School  for  two  years  or  more  until  lack  of  funds  made 
necessary  the  closing  of  the  activities. 

Looking  back  over  our  work  in  Bulgaria  certainly  we  saw 
it  not  as  we  had  planned;  it  seemed  unfinished  and  sketchy, 
the  field  too  enormous  for  satisfactory  arcomplishment.  But 
we  had  helpeil  in  a  time  of  great  need  and  that  which  we  had 
done  in  the  Nurses'  School  and  in  our  demonstration  of  visit- 
ing nursing  was  to  create  a  desire  in  the  minds  of  the  people 
for  American  methods  of  skilled  nursing. 

Of  the  resolute  Queen,  Miss  Hay  wrote: 

To  Queen  Eleanora,  it  was  a  sincere  grief  that  war  condi- 
tions interrupted  the  development  of  the  School.  Still  more 
disappointing  was  it  when  we  were  recalled;  for  as  long  as 
we  were  in  Bulgaria,  she  felt  that  we  could  resume  the  School 
as  soon  as  the  war  was  over.  Her  optimism  and  consuming 
wish  speak  out  in  the  last  letter  reeeived  from  her:  "Ciod 
grant  that  the  work  established  by  you  may  grow  and  remain 
in  gitod  form,  'til  in  better  times  helpful  American  hands 
may  work  at  it  again!" 

In  a  beautiful  garden  beside  an  ancient  church  on  the 
8lo|>es  of  Vitosha,  guardian  mountain  of  Sofia,  lies  the  good 
Queen,  watching  perhaps  as  she  said  she  would,  over  her 
dear  Bulgarian  children.  Truly  the  memories  of  her  alms 
and  her  good  deeds  arise  like  sweet  incense  to  immortalize  the 
name  of  Kleanora  of  Bulgaria.  And  as  one  who  gave  the 
impetus  to  adec^uate  nursing  standards  in  Bulgaria,  abe  de- 
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eerreg  a  worthy  pkce  in  a  history  of  nursing  accomplish- 
ment 

Many  other  nurses  had  remained  in  Europe  after  their 
official  recall  in  1915.  Thirty-seven  volunteers  from  the  units 
at  Vicuna,  Budapest,  Gleiwitz  and  Kosel  went  into  Russia  and 
Siberia  at  the  request  of  the  German  Government  to  distribute 
relief  to  German  prisoners.  The  Russian  Government  had  a 
aimilar  project  under  consideration  to  send  American  Red 
Cross  personnel  to  care  for  Russian  prisoners  but  the  plan 
did  not  materialize.  "No  higlicr  tribute/*  stated  an  editorial 
in  the  Am€ri<:an.  Journal  of  Nitriting  (October,  1915),  '*ha8 
been  paid  to  the  service  rendered  by  our  Red  Cross  workers 
than  this  request  from  two  warring  countries  for  a  continuance 
of  their  services  for  the  benefit  of  prisoners  in  exile." 

Sister  Anna  Reutinger  was  supervising  nurse  of  the  Ger- 
man prison  units.  I>r.  Cary  A.  Snoddy  and  eight  American 
surgeons  composed  the  medi<»al  staif.  Before  this  detachment 
wan  relieved  during  the  spring  of  1916,  they  had  visited  and 
distributed  medicines  and  supplies  to  German  prisoners  at 
Moscow,  Ugresh,  Ryazan,  Penza,  Saratov,  Astrakhan,  Samara, 
Orenburg,  Omsk,  Novo-Nieolaievsk.  Tomsk,  Irkutsk,  Tashkent 
and  Kasan.  Sister  Anna  described  to  Miss  Delano  the  kind  of 
work  accomplished: 

Of  the  uninjured  in  transit,  we  gave  comfort  and  relief  to 
\7M  officers  and  11,271  soldiers;  of  the  recently  wounded  and 
ill,  l)edridden  and  helple&s,  we  aided  7S8  officers  and  24,4(>6 
privates;  of  the  incurables  we  aided  78  officers  and  8436 
soldiers. 

The  evacuation  hospitals  where  invalids  were  concentrated 
were  the  school  buildings.  The  recitation  rooms  and  halls 
were  overcrowded  with  victims  of  advanced  tuberculosis,  theii 
beds  closely  ranged  side  by  side.  It  was  estimated  that  eighty 
per  cent  of  the  exchange  prisoners  were  affected  by  this  dis- 
eai»e.  the  White  Plague  indeed !  I  can  never  forget  their 
bloodlesH  faces,  nor  the  sound  of  their  hoarse  voices  beseech- 
ing in  whispering  tones:  "Sister,  do  you  think  I  shall  live  tc 
reach  home?  I  want  only  t^^  live  one  day  at  homo  again  in 
Hungary,"  and  then  the  skeleton  hand  and  arm  would  steal 
from  underneath  the  bed  clothes  in  an  attempt  to  take  mj 
hand  and  kiss  it  for  the  solace  and  conuniseration  offered. 
The  psychopathic  cases  were  usually  melancholia  or  the  busy, 
chattering  type,  the  subject  of  their  mania  being  invariably 
the  horrors  of  war. 
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Scurvy  worked  ^eat  havoc  among  the  captiree.    We  aided 

850  victims  of  thie  disease  whose  teeth  had  falK^n  out  and 
who  were  uaable  to  walk  from  stiff  and  swollen  joints.  In 
fact,  it  seemed  that  every  sickness  known  to  civilized  man 
found  here  a  ready  prey.  A  major  general  suffering  from 
nephritiB  told  me  that  the  lieutenant  general  to  whom  he 
had  surrendered  was  a  prisoner  in  his  country  and  on  hia 
return  to  his  home  he  vvouhl  endeavor  to  have  his  captor  re- 
leased and  sent  hack  to  Kussia.  **We  are  two  broken  men,"  he 
said,  "with  only  perhaps  a  few  monllis  more,  which  should  be 
spent  with  our  families." 

We  can  readily  oomprohond  the  depths  of  their  despond- 
ency, returning  blind,  crippled  and  ill,  many  of  thcra  to 
destitute  families  and  many  of  tliem  to  endure  in  pain  and 
poverty  a  living,  lingering  death.  We  often  wondered  if  our 
twentieth  century  civilization  wae  but  mockery,  or  if  it  had 
only  endowed  barbarians  with  more  elficient  and  ruthless 
weapons  and  methods  of  slaughter.  Where,  we  asked,  is  the 
culture,  where  the  loving  message  of  Christianity,  where  the 
humanity  that  can  countenance  such  savage  and  infamuuB 
cruelties?  The  only  answer  from  this  gruesome  slaughter- 
house of  hopes  and  desires  was  the  pathetic  prayer  of  the 
sufferers  for  peace. 

Although  by  Christraas,  1915,  the  Red  Cross  had  closed  its 
foreign  program,  Miss  Delano,  as  chairman  of  the  Xatioual 
Committee  on  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service,  was  in  an  excellent 
position  to  gain  a  bird's-eye  view  of  ahnost  every  phase  of  war 
nursing.  She  saw  the  American  Ambuhince  which  had  been 
established  in  September,  1914,  at  Neuilly,  France,  by  the 
American  Ambulance  Committee  of  Paris.  Here  many 
American  Red  Cross  nurses  were  stationed  with  Margaret  Dun- 
lop  of  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital.  Phihidelpliia,  us  chief  nurse. 
She  saw  the  first  Hansard  Unit  serving  with  the  British  Ex- 
peditionary Forces  at  General  Hospital  No.  23.  The  McGiU 
University  and  the  Chicago  MiMlieal  units  were  their  close 
neighbors.  From  peraomil  letters  written  by  Red  CrosB  nurses 
scattered  with  other  organizations  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  she 
gathered  wisps  of  information  about  tlie  nursing  situation. 
Two  memU^rs  speaking  for  the  American  Anduilanee  might 
well  have  voiced  the  feelings  of  other  nurses  serving  in  the  w^ar: 

We  never  saw  the  flashing  hattle-line,  tlmt  arch  of  bright 
steel  that  stretches  300  miles  between  France  and  Germany, 
we  did  not  hear  tlie  cannon  or  long  lines  of  men  cheering  as 
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they  swept  into  action,  or  the  <lying  horpes  scream;  we  saw 
none  of  the  pageantry  of  war;  bnt  we  tlid  get  a  glimpse  be- 
liiu!]  the  wenes  of  its  most  real,  itH  inoist  lafitin^,^  part.  We 
Mw  the  long  ambulance  trains,  tho^e  **river3  of  pain"  running 
back  from  the  lines;  we  8aw  stnuig  men  sobbing  with  agony 
like  ehibireu;  we  saw  them  crippled,  dying*,  wo  saw  their 
women  struggling  alone  against  anxiety  and  poverty,  pale 
women  with  that  look  in  their  eyes  which  comes  of  sleeplees 
nights  and  unshed  tears;  we  heard  little  children  crying  for 
the  father^s  love  they  will  never  know  again.  All  thet-e  things 
are  the  necesaary  routine  of  war.  We  have  seen  and  we  can 
never  forget," 

At  the  close  of  this  first  early  chapter  of  American  Rrd 
Croas  participation  in  the  European  War,  Miss  Delano  summed 
op  the  value  of  the  service  which  had  been  rendered  by  the 
American  Red  Cross  nurses; 

Two  hundred  and  fifty-five  nurses  have  been  sent  to  Europe. 
Wlien  we  think  of  tlie  vayt  number  of  Kick  and  wounded,  the 
thirty  thousand  patients  cared  for  by  our  units  seems  piti- 
fully small.  1  do  believe,  however,  that  we  have  established 
in  European  countries,  where  modern  training  schools  for 
nurses  have  not  yet  been  organized,  a  definite  standard  of 
nursing,  which  will  surely  produce  results  later. 

Our  nurws  have  had  a  valuable  experience  which  should 

be  of  benefit  to  our  own  country.     They  have  learned  how 

to  care  for  large  numbers  of  patients  all  weary,  ill,  hungry 

and  cold  an<l  to  make  them  comfortable  in  the  shortest  poa- 

BJblc  time  without  disturbing  the  routine  of  the  hospital. 

H'p  have  learned  that  women  can  be  mobilized  without  con- 

»ion;  that  their  chances  of  illness  when  carefully  selected 

•m  to  be  no  greater  than  men's :  that  they  face  danger  with 

tequaniniity.    We  have  learned  also  the  special  type  of  nurse 

mcwt  desirable  for  service  of  this  kind. 

Out  of  this  experience  we  should  be  able  to  do  st  splendid 
piece  of  constructive  work  for  our  own  country.  We  should 
be  able  to  guarantee  a  satisfactory  nursing  personnel  not  only 
for  national  relief  in  time  of  calamity,  but  for  etlicient  service 
should  our  country  be  confronted  with  that  greatest  of  all 
disasters — War." 

For  the  American  Red  Cross,  the  first  enthnaiasm  of  world 
ipathy  had  spent  itself.    Rut  an  all-shadowing  responsibility 

Amrricnn  Journal  of  \ur8ing.  Vol.  XV,  p.  R54. 
"American  Red  Crosi  Annunl  Report,  1915,  pp.  44*45. 
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loomed  ahead.  Although  popular  incliuation  clamored  for 
peace,  men  and  women  at  National  Headquarters  stood  looking 
ahead  to  a  day  not  far  distant,  when  American  men  might 
wait  hi  a  welter  of  sand,  mnd  aTid  flesh  as  the  trenches  about 
them  crumbled  under  enemy  fire;  when  American  boys  might 
lie  in  (^afluiilty-clearing  stations  under  a  Alexicau  sky  or  in  a 
I'l[»niirtli  farin-houscj  tearing  at  wounds  in  blessed  delirium  or 
biding  tlicir  turn  in  stoic  consciousness  of  physical  agony. 

War,  dimly  nsible  through  diplomatic  and  economic  events 
of  li>l'>  and  191*J,  was  hurling  at  the  American  Red  Cross 
the  challenge  of  ita  charter  obligation:  Look  to  thine  own! 


CHAPTER  V 


MOBILI^SATION 


National  Headquarters  Reorganizes — 7%e  Naiional  Corrir 
mittee  on  Red  ('ross  Nursiruj  6*ennce — The  Committee  on 
Xuming  of  the  Council  of  Nafional  Defence — Special  Courses 
— Special  Groups — The  Anny  School  of  Nursing — The  Nurses' 
Drives — Surgicul  Dressings — The  Nursing  Surveys, 

The  International  Conference  of  Geneva  in  1803  recom- 
mended "that  there  exist  in  every  country  a  committee  whose 
miasion  consistfl  in  cooperating  in  times  of  war  with  the  hoe- 
pitttl  8ervi(?e  of  the  armies  by  all  means  in  its  power."  Suc- 
ceeding Ui  all  the  rights  and  properties  of  the  earlier  organiza- 
tion, the  American  Red  Cross  was  reincorponited  under  Gov- 
f'nimont  supervision  by  an  Act  of  Congress  approved  January 
5,  1905.  In  the  charter  of  that  date  under  which  it  still  acts 
iimierated  four  purposes  of  its  creation^  three  of  which 
irh  relief  to  the  sick  and  wounded  of  the  Military  Estab- 
lishment, as  follows: 


RKlri 


First  To  furnish  volunteer  aid  to  the  sick  and  wounded 
of  Armies  in  time  of  war,  in  n<'e*irdanee  with  the  spirit  and 
conditions  of  the  Conference  of  Geneva  of  0(  tober,  18(53,  and 
also  of  the  treaty  of  the  Red  Cross,  or  the  treaty  of  Geneva,  of 
August  22,  18G4,  to  which  the  United  St^ites  of  Aiueriea  gave 
its  adhesion  on  March  1,  1882. 

Second.  And  for  said  purposes  to  perform  all  the  duties 
devolved  upon  a  national  society  by  each  nation  which  has 
acceded  to  said  treaty. 


Fourth.  To  act  in  matters  of  voluntary  relief  and  in  ac- 
cord with  the  military  and  naval  authorities  as  a  me«lium  of 
communication  between  the  people  of  the  United  States  of 
America  and  their  Army  niid  Navy,  and  to  act  in  such  mat- 
ters between  similar  national  societies  of  other  governments 
through  the  "Comite  International  de  Secours"  and  the  Gov- 
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erniiients  and  the  people  and  the  Army  and  Navy  of  the 
United  States  of  America. 


For  two  years  beforo  the  deolarntion  of  war,  April  6,  1917, 
the  Rod  Cross  underwent  a  period  of  tensely  active  but  silent 
mobilization.  The  experiences  of  the  foreign  units,  -whieh  had 
witnessed  the  initial  collapse  and  subsequent  reorganization  of 
the  sanitary  fonnations  of  the  WligeroTits,  had  made  clear 
to  the  Ainerican  Red  Cross  that  it  must  be  ready  to  meet  ita 
responsibilities  should  the  United  States  enter  the  conflict. 
Even  a  year  earlier,  namely  in  April,  1014,  Miss  Delano  had 
begun  making  plans  for  an  enlarged  eiintlliuent.  At  a  meeting 
of  the  National  Conunittee  on  Red  Cross  Nursing  Sen'iee  held 
April  24,  she  requested  the  State  Committees  to  send  to  her 
lists  of  nil  training  schools  in  the  respective  states  which  fully 
met  the  Red  Cross  requirements;  al94)  additioiuil  lists  of  those 
me**tiiig  the  requirements  only  in  part.  She  asked  further 
for  lists  of  nurses  who  were  especially  well  fitted  to  servo 
as  (1)  superintendents;  (2)  head  nurses;  (3)  clinic  nurses; 
(4)   dietitians. 

Under  a  revision  of  the  By-Laws  of  the  American  Red  Cross 
adopted  by  the  Central  Committee  at  the  annual  meeting  in 
December,  1915,  the  National  Committee  on  Red  Cross  Nurs- 
ing Service,  which  had  been  a  subcommittee  of  the  War  Relief 
Board,  was  thenceforth  to  be  appointed  directly  by  the  Red 
Cross  Central  Committee  and  to  work  under  its  direction.  In 
December,  1015,  the  members  of  the  Central  Committee  were: 
William  H.  Taft,  chairman;  Gen.  Charles  Bird;  Mabel  T. 
Boardmnn ;  Admiral  William  C.  Braisted;  John  W.  Davis; 
Robert  W.  De Forest;  Gen.  William  C.  Gorgas;  John  Bassett 
Moore;  Judge  W.  W.  ^forrow;  Charles  I).  Norton;  James 
Tanner;  John  Skelton  Williams.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Central 
Committee  on  Deccmlier  IH,  191  ft,  tlie  Surgeon  Generals  of 
the  Army,  Navy  and  Public  Health  Service,  the  presidents  of 
the  tliret^  national  organizations  of  nurses  and  a  numl>er  of 
other  offieialB  designated  by  title  were  made  ex-oflBcio  members 
of  the  National  Committee  on  Red  Cross  Nursing  Ser\'ice. 
In  February,  11»17,  the  National  Committet*,  on  its  own  recom- 
mendation to  the  (Vntral  Committee,  was  increased  to  forty-six 
members  by  tlic  appointment  ^^{  twenty-three  additional  repre- 
sentatives from  the  three  national  societies  of  nurses. 

The  three  relief  boards,  Le.,  War,  National  and  Interna- 
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tional  became  advisory  boards.  All  activities  were  grouped 
under  two  main  departmenta:  Civilian  Relief  and  Military 
Relief.  Ernest  P.  Bicknell,  wbo  had  l)eea  nntional  director 
of  the  organization  from  his  appointment  in  1908  became  Di- 
rector General  of  Civilian  Kellef  and  Colonel  Jetferson  Kan- 
dolpb  Kean  of  the  Medical  Corps  of  the  United  States  Army 
was  made  Director  General  of  ililitary  Relief. 

Col.  Kean  outlined  the  scope  of  the  Department  of  Military 
Relief  in  tbe  Red  Cross  Annual  Report  of  1916,  as  follows: 


It  has  supervision  of  all  the  work  of  the  Chapters  relative 
to  the  variuuti  branches  of  military  rehef  work,  such  as  Euro- 
pean war  relief,  assistance  to  our  own  soldiers,  instructions 
in  First  Aid  and  Ifonie  Care  of  the  Sick,  etc. 

It  deals  directly  and  without  the  intermediation  of  the 
Chapters  with  the  military  units  such  as  base  hospitals, 
ambulance  companies,  hospital  units,  surgical  tiections,  sup- 
ply depots  and  naval  and  emergency  detachments  of  nurses 
which  are  orf^anized  with  the  approval  of  the  Medical  Depart- 
ments of  the  Army  and  Navy  to  reinforce  these  services  in 
case  of  war.  It  administers  also  all  agencies  of  assistance  to 
the  sick  and  wounded  soldiers  of  foreign  countries  and  to 
prisoners  of  war. 


■  These   manifold    activities   were   conducted    through    three 

■  bureaus:  Major  Robert  U.  Patterson  of  the  Medical  C(>ri)9  of 
the  United  States  Army,  wlio  had  been  Director  of  the  Bureau 
of  Medical  Service  from  its  creation  in  1914  was  continued 
as  IHrector;  Dr.  Theodore  W,  Richards,  Unitt^i  States  Navy, 
was  in  charge  of  the  Bureau  of  Supplies;  and  from  September, 

11916,  Clara  D.  Noyes  was  the  Director  of  the  Bureau  of 
Nursing  Service.  Upon  the  last-named^  newly-organized  Bu- 
reau was  placed  the  responsibility  for  all  work  in  connection 
»witii  tbe  selection  of  nurses  for  enrollment  and  tlie  organization 
of  nnita  of  nurses  for  service,  tlie  assignment  of  nurses  to 
doty  tind  all  details  relating  to  the  courses  of  instnictiou  under 
the  Red  Cross  in  Home  Hygiene,  Home  Dietetics,  the  prepara- 
tion of  surgical  drttssings  luid  hospital  garmpnl8;^-cverything, 
tin  short,  except  the  public  health  nursing  (then  the  Town  and 
Country*  Nursing  Service), 
Tbe  rush  of  work  of  every  kind  during  IGlf'  is  indicated 
in  the  Annual  Report  for  that  year.  It  shows  that  incnihcr- 
ship  in  the  Red  Cross  had  risen  from  22,000  to  some  300,000 
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odd  aud  even  that  was  only  a  beginning.  The  appointment 
of  Miaa  Noycs  as  Director  of  the  Bureau  of  Nursing  was  of 
great  moment  to  the  Service.  To  take  up  this  task  of  infinite 
detail,  untold  anxieties  and  extreme  responsibility,  she  re- 
signed one  of  the  foremost  nursing  positions  in  this  country, 
that  of  General  Superintendent  of  Training  SchcMils  for  Nurses, 
connected  with  Belle\'ue  and  Allied  Hospitals,  New  York 
City. 

Clara  Dutton  Noycs  had  had  long  experience  in  the  admin- 
istrative work  of  her  profosaion.  Bom  at  Port  Deposit,  Mary- 
land, she  came  uf  Connecticut  parentage.  Her  father  had 
served,  as  had  Alias  Delano's,  in  the  Civil  War.  Miss  Noyea 
was  graduated  from  the  Johns  Hopkins  Training  Scliool  for 
Nurses  in  the  class  of  189(5,  where  she  served  for  a  year  after 
graduation  as  a  head  nurse.  She  was  for  s<jme  years  super- 
intendent of  nurses  at  the  Hospital  for  Women  and  Children, 
Boston,  and  later  puperintendent  of  St.  Luke's  Hospital  and 
School  of  Nursing,  New  Bedford,  Mass.,  leaving  there  in  1910 
to  accept  the  general  suj)erintendency  of  Bellevue  and  Allied 
Training  Schools.  From  11*13  to  IDIG  she  was  president  of 
the  National  League  of  Nursing  Education,  and  president  of 
the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  American  Journal  of  Nursing 
from  1911  to  liflS.  As  a  result  of  her  broad  and  many-sided 
interests  she  brought  to  the  lied  Cross  a  keen  appreciation  of 
nursing  problems.  Professional  claims  were  never  ignored 
even  in  the  intense  absorption  of  her  Red  Cross  work.  She  be- 
came president  of  the  American  Nurses*  Association  in  the 
spring  of  1018.  ser\'ing  thus  through  the  trying  dayn  of  war 
and  demobilization. 

On  April  3,  1916,  Miss  Delano  first  approached  Miss  Noyes, 
who  was  at  that  time  also  chief  nurse  of  Base  Hospital  No.  1, 
Belleme,  the  first  unit  to  complete  the  organization  of  its 
nursing  p<?rsonnel.  Miss  Delano  had  hurried  to  New  York  to 
confer  regarding  the  I^lle^^le  and  Presbyterian  units  of 
nurses,  then  being  detailed  with  their  respective  base  hos- 
pitals.   On  her  return  to  Washington,  she  wrote  to  Miss  Noyea: 

Ever  since  I  saw  you  at  Miss  Maxwell's,  I  have  been  won- 
dering if  you  really  would  consider  coming  to  the  Ked  Cross. 

There  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  there  is  wonderful 
opportunity  to  develop  for  this  country  a  sernce  such  as  wo 
never  drpsnipd  of  iti  the  l)eginning.  It  is  a  piece  of  work 
which  needs  constant  thought  and  I  should  be  very  happy  if 
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by  any  chance  you  are  willing  to  consider  coming  to  Wash- 
ington. 

The  Director  General  of  Military  Relief,  Col.  Jefferson 
R,  Kean,  has  under  his  department  two  bureaus, — Medical 
and  Nur:?iug  Service.  Major  l*fttterson  is  chief  of  the  Medi- 
cal Bureau  and  you  would  be  chief  of  the  Nursing  Bureau. 
I  should  still  be  chairman  of  the  National  ('(iniiiiitteo  tui 
Red  Cross  Xursing  Service,  but  this  committee  would  become 
advisory  and  could  be  called  upon  if  needed. 

For  several  years  Miss  Delano  had  been  hoping  to  free  her- 
self from  the  confining  office  life  which  she  had  led  since  1009. 
Ber  resignation  frtun  the  Array  Nurse  Corps  in  1!»12  to  de- 
xoie  her  attenti»m  undividedly  to  the  Red  Cross  hnd  heen  the 
first  step  toward  this  relinquishment  of  executive  detail.  Her 
wish  was  to  establish  a  capable  director  of  the  Nursing  tService 
at  National  Headquarters  and  to  continue  holding  her  own 
position  as  chairman,  thus  releasing  herself  from  excessive 
routine.  She  dreamed,  also,  of  a  little  home  in  the  e-onntry  to 
be  prepared  for  her  later  years,  for  she  had  inherited  a  love 
of  rural  peace  and  quiet  from  her  New  Eiighind  ancestry. 
The  war  pressure  now  gave  impetus  to  her  plan  for  the  office, 
but  banished  that  for  her  own  future. 

Miaa  Noyes,  however,  was  not  at  first  disposed  to  give  up 
the  work  at  BeIIe^^le,  with  its  large  branch  hospitals  at  Harlem, 
Fordham  and  Gouvernenr,  and  its  specialized  schools  of  mid- 
wifery and  of  male  attendants.  On  June  1  Miss  Delano  took 
tip  again  with  Miss  Noyes  the  need  existing  at  National  Head- 
quarters for  an  able  organizer  and  executive.     She  wrote: 

1  am  still  hoping  that  you  will  be  able  to  come  by  the  fall 
and  it  would  be  my  idea  to  build  up  a  definite  group  of  nurses 
who  would  really  be  assistants  to  the  "Chief  of  the  Nursing 
Bureau*'  or  "Superintendent  of  Nurses"  or  whatever  the  new 
position  may  be  called.  This  would  relieve  the  Washington 
Othee  of  many  detailH  and  would  divide  the  work  bo  that  local 
interest  would  be  maintained,  still  leaving  the  direetiou  and 
final  word  at  Red  Cross  Headquarters. 

We  must  have  a  stroug  woman  in  Washington!  There  is 
too  much  at  stake  now  to  take  any  chances  and  I  feel  in  my 
very  soul  that  you  are  the  person  for  the  place.  Miss  Board- 
znan  adds  her  persuasion  to  mine. 

A  letter  written  five  days  later  gives  a  more  vivid  picture 
of  the  press  of  work  at  Headquarters,  and  shows  that  Miss 
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Noyea  was  giving  grave  consideration  to  Miss  Delano's  urgent 
appeals: 

I  am  hoping  that  it  may  not  be  necessary  for  you  to  t^nie 
until  you  can  do  so  with  an  easy  mind  concerning  Bellevne. 
It  is  nn  awful  wrench  pven  at  the  best  to  give  up  such  uii 
important  work  and  1  am  willing  to  do  my  share.  Things 
were  protty  had  here  when  tlio  rush  first  came,  for  it  was 
dillif'iilt  to  get  extra  stenographers, — at  least  good  ones.  So 
many  of  them  had  gone  from  the  Departments  to  **the  front,*' 
— in  this  case  over  to  Fort  Meyer.  We  are  getting  on  better 
now  and  the  feeling  that  you  are  available  if  a  great  need 
comes  makes  it  all  much  easier. 

^e  can  purely  wait  through  July  unlesa  new  eonditions 
develop  in  Mexico  ami  if  I  keep  well,  perhaps  even  longer,  so 
that  you  too  may  have  a  vacntion.  I  am  so  tired  I  can  scarcely 
write.  Was  at  the  office  all  day  yesterday  and  Sunday  as 
well. 

Miss  Delano  ontlined  the  new  work  more  definitely  in  a 
letter  written  on  the  seventh : 

Instructions  for  enrolled  nurses  as  members  of  hospital 
units  HhoLild  be  prepared.  Outlines  are  needed  for  chief 
nurses  who  are  to  undertake  the  practical  instruction  of 
nurses'  aides. 

Some  method  should  be  developed  for  the  inspection  of 
classes  of  instruction  to  women  so  that  incapable  instructors 
should  not  be  allowed  to  continue. 

There  will  be  a  new  course  in  Dietetics  ready  in  the  fall, 
whirh  will  make  supervision  more  than  ever  necessary. 

I  believe  there  Is  a  distinct  menace  to  our  nursing  Btandards 
in  the  development  of  this  lay  per.nonnel  unless  it  is  carefully 
directed  and  supervised  and  that  at  this  time  no  work  in 
the  entire  country  compares  with  it  in  far*reaching  results  or 
importance.  1  simply  rannot  do  it  alone  hut  will  help  in 
every  way  in  my  power  and  as  1  have  said  before,  am  perfectly 
willing  as  chairman  of  the  National  Committee  to  supiwrt 
you  to  the  uttermost  in  any  policy  which  you  may  think 
desirable. 

Miss  Noyes  came  to  Washington  on  June  13  to  interview 
Miss  Delano,  Miss  Boardmau  and  General  Murray,  then  act- 
ing chairman  of  tiie  Executive  Committee,  regarding  the  Red 
Cross  appointment.  On  June  24  a  short  note  from  Miss  Delano 
to  Miss  Noyes  gives  a  seooud  picture  of  National  Headquarters: 
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You  can  imagine  how  busy  we  are  and  how  interesting  it 
is!  We  have  jusl  opened  aiiotlier  ofliec  across  Llie  street 
(II  and  17th]  for  volunteer  workers,  .  .  .  They  are  address- 
ing eiivelopei*  and  Fending  out  hundreds  of  form  letters.  The 
Chicago  Chapter  has  agreed  to  employ  a  nurse  and  New  York 
is  also  ready.  There  is  a  tremendous  piece  of  organization 
work  to  be  done  and  your  co-unlry  lertainly  needs  you! 

I  am  trying  to  be  patient,  for  I  am  sure  you  will  do  what 
is  best,  but  you  cannot  know  how  many  times  a  day  I  long  for 
your  tMX>l  judgment  and  wise  counsel. 

Miss  Noyea  accepted  the  directorship  of  the  Bureau  of  Xurs- 
I  iBg  July  24  and  came  to  Washington  Sopttinkr  10,  2D1C,  to 
dcTote  her  whole  time  and  all  her  powers  to  the  Ued  Cross. 
A  woman  of  clear  judgment,  of  excellent  organizing  ability 
and  jealously  ambitious  for  her  chosen  profession,  she  "was 
wholly  relied  on  by  Miss  Delano,  with  whoso  more  intense 
and  dramatic  nature  the  exceeding  reserve  of  Miss  Noyes  was 
in  striking  contrast.  Under  the  cckiI  poise  of  her  r>utwurd 
bearing  there  was  a  nai'vctc  and  warmth  of  pf^rsonality,  only 
ipprcciated  by  those  who  knew  her  well.  Like  Miss  Delano,  ahe 
was  tall  and  of  commanding  presence.  Like  her,  too,  her  gray 
hair  became  snowy  white  during  her  Red  Cross  labors, 

LThe  nursing  staff  now  numbered  five,  not  including  the 
Rural  iService.  Besides  Miss  Delano,  Miss  Noyes,  ^liss  Reeves 
and  Josephine  Johnson,  Katrina  Hertzer,  a  member  of  the 
bvy  Nurse  C-orpa,  who  had  served  with  Unit  E  at  Budapest, 
na  detailed  on  September  20,  1916,  by  the  Bureau  of  ^ledi- 
ciDC  and  Surgery  of  the  Department  of  the  Navy  to  act  as 
liaison  officer  between  the  Navy  Nurse  Corps  and  the  Red 
CroBSf  at  that  time  organizing  Navy  base  hospitals  and  detach- 
ments. Miss  Hertzer  was  bom  in  Ohio  and  was  a  graduate  of 
tke  Illinois  Trainiiog  School  for  Nurses.  Before  her  assign- 
ment by  Surgeon  General  Braisted  to  the  Red  Cross,  she  had 
been  superintendent  of  nurses  of  the  City  and  ('ounty  Hos- 
pital. St.  Paul,  Miuu.,  and  chief  uurse,  U.  S.  Naval  Hospital, 
Chelsea,  Maaa. 

On  the  26tli  of  January,  1917,  the  Red  Cross  Headtfuartera 
organization  moved  from  its  old  locution  to  the  beautiful  build- 
ing on  Seventeenth  Street  facing  Potomac  Park,  which  was 
erected  aa  a  memorial  to  the  *'Heroic  Women  of  the  Civil  War'' 
and  dedicated  as  tlie  administration  hcnd(intirtera  in  perpetuity 
of  the  American  Red  Cross.     In  common  with  the  other  de- 
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partments  the  Nursing  Service  bad  completely  outgrown  its 
old  quarters. 

Sin^ilarly  appropriate  is  this  Georgian-Colonial  structure 
of  Vermont  marble,  set  opiK>8ite  i\w.  ellipse  of  the  White  House, 
the  sf?cond  in  that  line  chain  of  buildJup*  which  extends  down 
Seventeenth  Street  to  the  Tidal  Basin.  On  its  left  is  the 
Corcoran  Gallery  of  Art ;  on  its  right,  Continental  Memorial 
Hall,  belonging  to  the  Daughters  of  the  Amerie^in  Revolution, 
and  just  beyond  that  is  the  Pan-iVinerican  lUiikling.  Its 
history  goes  back  to  the  Civil  War,  to  two  of  Lincoln's  volun- 
teers of  1861,  Francis  Barlow  and  James  Scr^'mser.  Sergeant 
(later  General)  Barlow  was  wounded  at  Antietam  and  again 
at  Gettysburg.  His  wife,  a  member  of  the  Sanitary  Commis- 
sion, went  to  the  battle  line  to  nurse  him,  there  contracted 
typhus  and  died,  18G4.  To  her  husband,  she  typified  the  spirit 
of  women  in  war  time  and  in  1890,  not  long  before  his  death, 
Major  General  Barlow  prophetically  said  that  some  day  the 
nation  would  build  a  fitting  monument  to  the  women  of  the 
Civil  War.  His  friend,  Captain  Scrymser,  heard  his  words  and 
was  afterwards  one  of  the  guarantors  for  the  amount  pledged 
for  the  building.  The  story  of  hnw  the  memorial  was  assured 
and  built  mav  be  read  in  Miss  Boardman's  book  *'Under  the 
Red  Cross  Flag." 

On  the  first  floor  to  the  left  of  the  stairway  Miss  Delano 
and  Miss  Noyes  shared  tw^o  spacious  rooms,  green-tinted,  with 
books  and  photographs,  soft-toned  rugs  and  dark  solid  furni- 
ture, all  in  marked  contrast  to  the  starred  oak  desks  and  worn 
floors  of  the  H  Street  oftiees.  Miss  Delano  then  matched  her 
one  wieker  chair  by  others  equally  mrafortable.  She  often 
received  contributions  from  friends  who  were  interested  in 
the  Nursing  Sen'i<'e  and  these  went  into  a  special  fund  for 
equipment,  books,  or  other  things  connected  with  the  welfare 
and  comfort  of  Red  Oross  nurses. 

The  volume  of  routine  work  of  the  Nursing  Service  at  this 
time  was  outlined  by  Miss  Delano  in  a  letter  written  on 
August  31,  1916,  to  ^liss  Boardman: 

The  only  thing  that  troubles  me  is  the  question  of  room 
in  the  new  building  and  I  am  wonderin*;  if  by  any  chance  it 
will  he  p08!5ible  to  have  the  small  room  whirh  you  had  planned 
to  ^ve  to  Miss  Oliver  for  Miss  Heeves  and  the  nurse  from  the 
Nnvy  if  she  comes.  I  shall  have  to  put  a  part  of  the  clerks 
in  the  room  where  the  files  are.     We  have  two  permanently 
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for  the  f;Ias8  work  and  have  been  obliged  to  employ  a  third  to 
help  out  with  the  additional  work.  It  takes  the  time  of  one 
clerk  for  the  surgical  supplies  and  patterns,  and  ahouUl  need 
a  second  clerk  hut  for  the  fact  that  we  hnve  been  able  to  use 
volunteers  in  that  office.  It  tak^^s  the  entire  time  of  one  clerk 
for  the  work  of  the  batie  hospital  units  und  emergency  de- 
tachments, with  occasional  help  from  others  when  the  pres- 
sure of  work  comes  in.  Unlpss  the  work  decreases  more  than 
I  have  reason  to  expect,  I  do  not  see  how  it  will  be  possible 
to  get  on.  We  shall  have  more  people,  judging  from  present 
indications,  than  the  top  floor  will  accommodate.  I  am 
greatly  worried  and  only  wish  you  were  here  so  that  I  could 
talk  it  over  with  you. 


To  the  third  floor,  nevertheleaa,  went  the  Town  aud  Country 
Nursing  Service,  the  clerical  force,  class  instruction  and  the 
files  of  llic  National  Connnittce.  The  paraphernalia  of  surgical 
drvseiogs  was  ensc-onccd  on  the  balcony  overlooking  the  As- 
sembly Koom.  Even  this  stately  conference  chamber  hud  been 
divided  into  offices,  one  of  which  Aliss  Hertwr  at  one  time 
occiipie«d.  Temporary  partitions  shut  otf  the  Tiffany  memorial 
windows  and  stenographers  from  every  corner  of  the  United 
States  tlocked  dailv  to  their  crowded  desks  there,  while  wait- 
ing  for  better  locations.  Though  the  Nursing  Service  retained 
two  large  offices  on  the  first  floor,  the  attaches  and  clerical 
in  turn,  moved  from  the  attic  to  the  basement,  from  the 
bsMznent  to  the  First  Annex,  from  the  First  Annex  to  the 
Third  and  finally  brought  up  in  lOlJ)  in  its  present  home  in 
the  permanent  Fourth  Annex,  before  its  mushroom  growth 
conid  in*  ac<H3mmodated. 

To  aid  Miss  Noyes  in  the  assignment  of  nurses  and  the  stand- 
ardization of  surgical  dn'saiugs,  Vushti  Bartlett,  of  Johns 
Hopkins,  came  to  National  Headquarters  in  ifarch,  1!)17.  Miss 
Bartlett  had  begun  her  Red  Cross  service  during  the  Dayton 
flood;  she  was  a  member  of  Unit  A  at  Pau,  and  of  the  Belgian 
tmita  at  La  Panne.  Her  repl^'  to  Miss  Noyes'  request  that  she 
to  Washington,  brought  a  smile  to  the  lips  of  the  over- 
ed  Director  of  Nxirsing. 

tVill  jou   answer  a  Alacedouian  call?^'  Miss  Noyes  bad 
..vd« 

"I  will  have  to  consult  my  family,"  replied  Miss  Bartlett, 
'^■fore  undertaking  further  foreign  service,  especially  in 
Qre^r 
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On  April  «,  1917,  the  United  iStatPS  cnten^J  the  World  War. 
TmmediHtclv  Red  Cross  HL'udqimrters  was  lliMided  bv  eorre- 
spoudciu'e.  Stimulated  by  events,  mirsea  from  all  eoruera  of 
the  United  States  were  vnlimteering.  Iinineiise  development 
took  place  in  every  branch  of  Red  Cross  work.  On  the  10th 
of  ilay,  1U17,  President  Wilson  had  appointed  a  War  Council 
for  the  American  National  Red  Crass.'  Their  tirst  task  was  to 
raise  the  vast  sum  of  money  needed. 

The  personnel  of  the  Nursing  Service  was  now  greatly  en- 
larged. Anna  W.  Kerr,  who  had  been  one  of  Miss  Delano's 
classmates,  came  to  Washington  to  take  over  tlie  examination 
of  all  applications  for  enrollment.  Miss  Kerr  had  been  assist- 
ant at  Bellc\Tie  when  Miss  Dehmo  had  lx*en  sujx*rintendent  of 
nurses  there.  For  eleven  years  she  had  been  director  of 
nurses  of  the  Bureau  of  Child  Hygiene,  Department  of  Health, 
New  York  City.  Her  devotion  and  great  faithfulness  to  Miss 
l)t?lano  did  not  end  with  the  death  of  her  life-long  friend. 

Agues  O.  Deans,  well  known  to  American  nurses  as  a  former 
aeeretary  of  the  American  Nurses'  Association,  came,  on  June 
11,  1J)17,  to  the  office  of  the  chairman  of  the  National  Com- 
mittee. Her  knowledge  of  inirsing  organizations  and  training 
schools  thn>ughnut  the  country  was  of  the  utmost  value  to  Miss 
Delano  in  the  first  Red  Cross  nursing  survey.  A  graduate  of 
the  Farrand  Training  School  for  Nurses,  Harper  Hospital, 
Detroit,  Michigan,  Misa  Deans  was  a  pioneer  public  health 
nurse,  having  done  visiting  nursing  in  Midiigan  ai»d  Minne- 
sota, She  was  assistant  to  the  director  of  the  Department  of 
Nursing  nntil  July  1,  1020;  six  months  later,  she  became 
director  of  the  Social  Service  Department,  Wnshiiigton  T^ni- 
versity,  St.  Louis.  A  devoted  friend  of  Miss  Delano,  Misa 
Deans  was  an  able  executive  and  a  loyal  upholder  of  the  best 
ideals  of  her  profession. 

The  organization  of  the  base  hospitals  included  a  dietitian 
and  her  assistant.  Public  opinion  in  all  parts  of  the  nation 
demanded  general  instruction  in  the  elementary  principles 
of  home  dietetics  and  food  eonser\'ation,  of  vital  importance  to 
a  nation  at  war.  Elva  Anne  George,  a  graduate  of  Pratt  Insti- 
tute, came  to  the  Bureau  of  Nursing  on  July  27,   1D17,  to 

'  Tlip  originnl  memltorR  of  tin?  War  Council  wt're:  FIcnry  I*.  Dnviaon. 
c-hnirraan:  Charlen  D.  Norton,  Mijor  Graywn.  M.-F*.  Murphy,  Cornelius 
N.  BliHs,  Jr..  and  Edward  N.  Hurley,  with  WilHnin  Hnwnrd  Tnft,  chair- 
man, and  Eliot  Wadsworth,  vici.*  ebairmon  of  the  Ceiiiral  Comuiiltee,  ex- 
ofUciti. 
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diarge  of  the  mobilization  of  dietitians  for  the  base  boe- 
pitak  and  to  supervise  class  instruction  for  women  in  the  Red 
Cin»e»  course  of  Home  Dietetics. 

Helen  Scott  Ilay  was  the  next  nurse  to  join  that  strong  grmip 

^  it  by  Miss  Delano  to  National  Headiiuarters.     She  and 

Itachel  Torrance  had  had  an  eventful  trip  home  from  Bul- 
garia, following  the  declaration  of  war  bv  the  United  States. 
The  organization  of  the  base  hospitals,  which  ealird  for  twenty- 
fire  nurses'  aides  for  each  one,  had  given  great  impetus  to  the 
dtsa  work  in  Klementarv  Hygiene  and  Home  Cnre  of  the  Sick. 
Mias  Noyes'  duties  in  the  selection  and  assignraeiit  of  nurses 
were  tinihiplying  to  dimensions  beyond  tlie  ixiiitrcJ  of  one  in- 
dividual. Miss  Hay  accordingly  came  to  Washington  in  July, 
1017,  as  director  of  the  newly-^^reated  Bureau  of  Instruction. 

In  January,  1918,  Miss  Hay  resigned  from  the  Nursing 
Service  to  undertake  at  the  request  of  the  Surgeon  General  some 
special  work  for  the  Army  Nurse  Corps  and  Harriette  Sheldon 
Douglas,  a  graduate  of  the  Roosevelt  Hospital,  New  York  City, 
became  director  of  the  Bureau  of  Instruction.  At  this  time, 
the  Boope  of  this  Bureau  was  broadened  to  include  the  assign- 
ment of  nurses^  aides  to  foreign  services  and  the  name  of  the 
Bureau  was  enlarged  to  that  of  the  Bureau  of  Nurses'  Aides 
ind  Instruetion. 

With  Mias  Douglas  there  came  an  interesting  link  with  the 
Civil  War  days,  for  she  was  the  daughter  of  the  late  Dr.  John 
Hancock  Douglas,  attending  physician  during  General  Grant's 
]aj»t  illness,  who  was  also  one  of  the  thi*ee  associate  secretaries 
and  Cbief  of  Inspection  of  the  Sanitary  Commission  during 
the  Civil  War.  Though  she  had  not  been  engaged  in  active 
nursing  for  some  years,  Miss  Douglas  volunteered  her  services 
to  the  Red  Cross  in  the  early  winter  of  1917.  Her  appoint- 
ment to  the  Bureau  of  Nurses'  Aides  and  Instruction  was  a 
particularly  happy  one,  in  that  she  combined  tlie  viewpoint  of 
both  the  laywoman  and  the  nurse.  Slender  and  spirituelle,  a 
flame  of  ardor  in  earnest  eyes  lit  the  view  Miss  Douglas  had  so 
ly  of  the  humnn  creature  in  every  lonely  and  neglected  pa- 
\t.  Aa  a  sister  of  Bishop  Harding  of  Washington,  she  was 
in  a  particularly  fortunate  position  to  bring  to  the  support 

her  work  the  interest  and  enthusiasm  of  many  Washington 


,    Minnigerodo  (Bellevue)   joined  Miss  Noyes'  staff  in 
Auguat,  1917,  to  take  charge  of  the  special  units  then  being 
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organized  for  the  War  Department  and  for  Red  Cross  foreign 
oommissions.  She  too  had  sailed  on  the  Mercy  Ship,  serving 
in  Kief;  she  too  was  intensely  devoted  to  Miss  Delano.  She 
continued  her  Red  Cross  work  until  Deot^mber,  11118,  when 
she  undertook  a  supen'isory  tour  of  the  U.  S.  Public  Health 
Hospitals,  later  becoming  superintendent  of  nurses  of  the  U.  S. 
Public  Health  Service.  Absolutely  fearless,  impulsive  and  out- 
spoken, devoted  to  her  friends,  resolute  toward  opponents,  in 
Miss  Miunigorode  were  found  many  attributes  of  the  typical 
pioneer. 

The  Town  and  Country  Nursing  Service  had  as  its  Director 
Fannie  Clement  uml  latir  Mary  S.  Gardner  an4l  Klizalwth 
Fox,  An  account  of  this  Service  and  its  leaders  will  be  given 
in  a  subsequent  chapter. 

Other  nurses  who  assisted  Miss  Delano  and  Miss  Noyes  at 
National  Headquarters  at  various  periods  during  the  war  were 
Lyda  Anderson,  Florence  Patterson,  Virginia  Ward,  A.  Maury 
Carter,  Adeline  U.  Rowland  (Mrs.  Robert  Gourlay),  Josephine 
Johnson,  Sarah  Addison,  Barbara  Sandmaier,  Lulu  J.  Justis, 
Charlotte  Brewer,  Adelaide  Teunant,  May  Claypool,  Charlotte 
Garrison,  Elsbeth  H.  Vaughau  and  Marie  Uodor. 

In  that  memorable  summer  of  1017,  thousands  of  letters  in- 
undated National  Headquarters.  Many  were  deeply  touching 
in  their  genuine  desire  to  help ;  otiiers  were  full  of  war-hysteria ; 
some  were  shocking  in  their  unconsciously  displayed  reversal 
to  the  frame  of  mind  of  the  massed  audiences  at  thrilling  mo- 
ments of  the  gladiatorial  combats  of  the  (Coliseum: — all  effer- 
vesced with  "patriotism,"  One  woman  stated  as  her  chief  rea- 
son for  volunteering  that  **her  family  had  always  taken  an 
active  part  in  disturbances  of  tlu*  nation."     Another  wrote: 

Will  you  accept  my  services  as  an  unprofessional  nurse?  I 
am  a  woman  35  years  old,  have  a  quiet  disposition,  a  clean 
character  and  always  keep  my  nerve  under  some  very  trying 
circumtjt^nces.  I  work  every  day  on  a  milk  wagon,  so  you 
sec  I  am  strong  and  not  lazy, 

A  commenrial  firm  wrote: 

Kindly  furnish  us  with  lists  of  names  and  addresses  of  the 
nurses  who  are  members  of  your  orpinization. 

Upon  receipt  of  your  reply,  we  will  be  pleased  to  send  you 
a  full-sized  bottle  of  our  best  grade  of  malted  milk  for  your 
trouble. 
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The  flood  of  letters  had,  indeed,  begun  even  a  year  before,  and 
was  atenuned  very  largely  at  first  by  the  steady  work  of  volun- 
teers. Of  the  tirst  staff  of  faithful  volunteer  helpers,  Miss  De- 
Uiu)  had  written : 

During  the  summer  of  1916,  there  was  such  an  enormous 
increase  in  the  correspondence  coming  to  the  offire  of  the 
chairman  of  the  National  Committee  on  Red  Cross  Nursing 
Servit-^*.  that  it  was  found  impossible  to  conduct  the  work 
without  a  great  increase  in  the  ofhce  force.  Beheving  in  the 
desirability  of  utilizing  volunteer  workers  for  Red  Cross 
service,  wtf  asked  for  the  assistants  of  various  groups  of  women 
who  had  had  our  course  of  instruction  in  Elementary  Hygiene 
and  Home  Care  of  the  Sick  and  others  interested  in  Red  Cross 
work. 

Among  the  first  to  volunteer  were  Miss  Joan  Ohls  and  Mrs. 
Callan  O'Laughlin,  who  came  to  us  when  the  presHure  of  work 
was  greatest,  and  helped  us  to  conduct  a  mailing  bureau 
through  which  thousands  of  letters  and  circulars  were  sent 
out.  Both  Miss  Ohls  and  Mrs.  0*Laughlin  came  to  the 
office  daily  through  the  greater  part  of  the  summer. 

Mrs.  G.  S.  Meloy  and  Mrs.  Richard  Wetherill,  of  Lanlmm, 
liiryland,  came  regularly  for  several  mouths,  giving  to  the 
Bed  Cross  an  entire  day  each  week.  They  were  of  the  greatest 
assistance,  as  they  hel|>ed  iji  many  details  of  ofliee  work  re- 
quiring a  high  degree  of  accuracy.  They  were  assisted  from 
time  to  time  by  Mrs.  K.  N.  Wells,  Mrs.  Kdgar  Brown,  and 
Miss  Cross,  also  of  Lanliani.  Maryland;  the  Misses  Stewart, 
of  Washington,  D.  C,  and  Miss  Eugenie  J.  Cuthbert,  of  Chevy 
Chase,  Maryland. 

Mrs.  Robert  Walcott  Weekg  devoted  practically  the  entire 
summer  to  Red  Cross  work  in  the  olltoe  of  the  chairman  of 
the  National  Committee  on  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service,  com- 
ing as  regularly  as  any  other  member  of  the  otEce  staff,  assist- 
ing in  every  way  possible. 

The  Misses  Mahan,  Haas,  Lloyd,  Hardy,  Harvey  and  other 
enrolled  Red  Cros^J  nurses  came  frequently  as  volunteers  and 
Miss  Lucy  Minnigero<ie  devoted  her  afternoons  to  Red  Cross 
work,  taking  as  her  special  task  the  sending  out  of  appoint- 
ment cards  and  badges  to  enrolled  Red  Cross  nurses. 

Volunteer  secretaries  of  this  calibre  were  regularly  available 
through  the  crisis  and  many  were  called  upon. 

By  September,  1917,  more  than  5,000,000  people  had  been 
cnn.dJed  as  Rod  Cross  members;  by  December,  there  were 
22,000,000.    Chapters,  numbering  562  when  war  was  declared, 


242    HISTORY  OF  AMERICAN  RED  CROSS  NLTISING 


totaled  3,700  one  year  later,  with  n  quota  of  8,000,000  volun- 
teer workers,  a  mau-woinaii-aud-child  power  such  as  no  other 
organization  in  the  world  t-ould  claim.  This  brought,  however, 
an  intiuleuhible  amount  of  detail  to  National  Headquarters, 
which  would  have  been  entirely  "swamped/*  had  not  the  War 
Council  created  the  new  organization  i)hui  called  *\lecentraliza- 
tion,  with  Division  ottices.''  National  Headquarters  had  main- 
tained a  branch  office  in  New  York  City  as  early  as  1912,  the 
budget  appropriations  for  which  were  contained  in  the  Minutes 
of  a  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  held  Decmber  30 
of  that  yi'ar.  As  the  need  for  Rod  Cross  disaster  relief  in- 
creased, the  following  action  was  taken  by  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, meeting  October  31,  1913: 

Jlr.  Bickuell  then  preRpiite<l  to  the  committee  a  suggested 
plan  for  tiie  extension  of  the  administrative  efficiency  of  the 
Red  Cross  in  organization  and  emergency  relief.  The  plan, 
as  outlined,  iuvolved  thu  employment  of  four  Divisiun  di- 
rectors or  superinteiideDts,  to  be  stationed  in  each  of  the 
following  points:  San  Francisco,  Denver,  Chicago  and  New 
York  or  Washington.  .  .  .  After  some  tliscuesion  by  members 
of  the  committee.  General  Torney  moved  that  the  tentative 
plan  submitted  by  lilv.  Bicknell  be  authorized.  Motion  sec- 
onded by  Mr.  Tanner  and  adopted.' 

When  imperative  need  for  greater  administrative  machinery 
arose  in  lt)l7,  the  new  **decentralization  plan"  c*lalx>rated  this 
principle  through  thirteen  instead  of  four  districts.  It  was 
described  by  Mr.  Davison  as  follows: 


The  word  "decentralization"  in  this  case  resolved  itself 
into  the  partitioning  of  the  United  States  into  thirteen  di- 
visions, each  division  a  smaller  Red  Cross,  with  all  its  depart- 
ments and  bureaus  under  a  divisional  chief  and  a  force  com- 
plete in  every  detail  with  the  various  lines  of  endeavor  firmly 
and  clearly  outlined.  When  once  the  foundation  was  com* 
plete,  the  War  Council  had  no  more  to  do  with  the  Chapters 
or  any  of  their  aitivities,  save  in  the  way  of  judging  the 
needs,  devising  methods  and  fixing  standards.  The  Chapter's 
business  wa.s  regulated  in  tlie  department  to  which  it  belonged 
by  the  divisional  otficers.  The  Division  manager  was  ...  to 
his  division  what  the  general  manager  in  Washington  was 
to  the  entire  organization.  Waphington  Headquarters  was 
now  free  to  proceed  with  the  handling  of  the  larger  problems 
'Minutes  of  the  Executive  Committee,  AmericKn  Red  CroM.  page  368 
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which  were  daily  growing  to  greater  magnitude  and  impor- 
tance.' 

JS3  Delano  and  Miss  Noycs  appointed  in  each  Division 
tmincnt  nurses  who  handled  all  nursing  details  in  their  im- 
medinte  states.  Only  vital  questions  of  policy  were  referred 
to  Nntionul  Hcadquarlcrs,  This  group  of  ''Division  Directors 
of  Xursing,"  representing  as  it  did  strong  women  of  recognized 
standing  in  their  districts,  comprised  the  very  baeklM)ue  of  the 
Nursing  Service.  Through  their  hands  passed  all  a[)|jrieutious 
for  enrollment  received  from  I>ocal  Committees,  jill  inanage- 
mcnt  of  class  instruction^  puLlic  heulth  nursing,  early  surveys 
and  other  details.  On  their  shoulders  rested  the  ultimate  re- 
sponsibility of  recruiting  the  many  thousands  of  nurses  requi- 
kiitioued  by  the  Surgeon  General.  To  tlieiu  came,  txx>,  the  well- 
nigh  overwhelming  demands  for  nurses  for  the  influenza  epi- 
demic. 
Hiss  Delano  outlined  thus  the  relation  of  the  nursing  repre- 
itative  to  the  Division  manager  and  the  Bureau  of  .Nursing 
at  National  Headquarters: 

As  the  success  of  the  Nursing  Service  and  our  ability  to 
»4*cure  the  nurses  in  the  large  number  likely  to  be  needed 
during  the  period  of  the  war  depends  entirely  upon  main- 
taining the  interest  and  enthusiasm  of  the  graduate  nurses 
throughout  the  country,  it  seems  to  me  of  primary  importance 
that  the  pv*rson  in  charge  of  the  Division  Bureau  of  Nursing 
Service  should  be  a  Ked  Cross  nurse  and  should  be  in  truth 
the  representative  of  the  Nursing  Service.  She  should  be 
appointed  by  the  chairman  of  the  National  Committee  on 
Ked  Cross  Nursing  Service,  subject,  of  course,  to  the  ap- 
proval of  the  Division  manager. 

Furthermore,  since  the  direction  of  all  the  activities  of  the 
Bureau  of  Nursing  Service  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Division  will  be  in  charge  of  this  person,  it  is  highly  important 
that  we  secure  the  services  of  nurscn  who,  by  reason  of  their 
education,  experience,  professional  standing,  executive  ability 
and  knowledge  of  comlitions  in  the  Division,  will  be  highly 
qualified  to  fill  these  iinjxjrtant  positions.  I  believe  tliat  tliis 
ortice,  through  the  national  organization  of  nurses^  is  best 
prepared  to  secure  the  qualified  personnel. 

AM  professional  phases  of  the  work  of  the  Division  Director 
of  the   Nursing  Service  should   be  suhject  to  the  direction 

•"Thr    Amerirun    Red    CrosB    in    the   Grt'ai    War/'    pages    10-17.     The 
MacmilUn  Company,  1010. 
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of  tlie  Bureau  of  Nursing  Service  at  National  Headquarters, 
for  only  in  this  way  will  it  be  possible  to  maintain  the  neees- 
Bory  standards  and  uniform  policies  of  the  Red  Cross  Nursing 
Service. 

It  will  he  necessary  for  the  Division  Director  of  the  Nursing 
Service,  in  administering  her  Bureau,  either  personally  or 
through  her  functional  assistants,  depending  upon  the  extent 
of  the  activities  in  her  Division,  to: 

(1)  Supervise  Chapter  work  as  related  to  nursing  activitiea 
and  advise  Chapters  on  matters  of  policy  and  practice  pertain- 
ing to  nursing  service  as  prescribed  by  National  Headquar- 
ters. 

(2)  Supervise  instruction  of  personnel  within  her  Division 
and  cooperate  with  Chapters  and  committees  on  Red  Cross 
Nursing  Service  on  matters  relating  to  enrollment  of  in- 
structors. 

(3)  Supervise  the  organization  and  administration  of 
Chapter  instruction  in  Klpmentnry  Hygiene  and  Home  Care 
of  tlie  Sick  and  in  Home  Dietetics. 

(4)  Advise  and  cooperate  with  Chapters  on  matters  relat- 
ing to  class  equipment. 

(5)  Study  and  advise  on  methods  of  promoting  enroll- 
ment in  classes. 

(0)  ('ooperate  with  Local  and  State  Committees  on  Nurs- 
ing Service  in  promoting  enrollment  of  Red  Cross  nurses. 

(7)  Summarize  periodic  reports  relating  to  activities  un- 
der the  Nursing  Service  as  received  from  Chapters  and 
compile  Division  reports  of  these  activitie-s  for  the  Division 
manager  to  transmit  to  National  Headquarters. 

(8)  Perform  such  other  ijuties  as  may  be  designated  by  the 
Bureau  of  Nursing  Service  at  National  Headquarters. 

In  the  December,  11)17,  issue  of  the  Journal,  Miss  Delano 
reported  the  appointment  in  October  of  these  Division  represen- 
tatives. Elizabeth  Ross,  a  graduate  of  the  Newton  Hospital, 
and  a  public  health  nurse  of  high  standing,  served  in  the  New 
England  Division,  which  inchidcd  Maine,  New  Hampshire, 
Vermont,  Massachusetts  and  lUiodt^  Island.  Miss  Ross  had 
organized  the  Nursing  Center  of  the  Woman's  Municipal 
League  of  Boston  and  had  also  acted  as  supervisor  of  the  Nor- 
wood Civic  Association. 

Carolyn  C.  Van  Blarcom  (Johns  Hopkins)  resigned  as  secre- 
tary of  the  Illinois  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Blindness  to 
represent  the  Nursing  Service  in  the  Atlantic  Division,  wfaicii 
included   New   York,   Connecticut  and  New  Jersey    (except 
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Caznden).  Of  Dutch  descent,  she  was  possessed  of  keen  organiz- 
ing ability  and  of  brilliunt  processes  of  thought  and  expression. 
At  varying  periods  of  her  useful  career,  sbe  was  assistaut  super- 
intendent of  nurses  at  her  alma  mater,  then  superintendent 
of  nurses,  St.  Luke's  Hospital^  St.  Louis,  superintendent  of 
the  New  Bedford  Tuberculosis  Sanatorium  and  secretary  of 
the  National  Committee  for  the  Prevention  of  Blindness.  Upon 
her  arrival  in  June,  1917,  at  Atlantic  Division  Ileadquarters, 
New  York  City,  she  immediately  set  up  the  organization  of  a 
nnrsee'  equipment  division  for  the  base  hospitals  then  embark- 
ing for  France  and  to  her  acumen  was  largely  due  the  establish- 
ment of  the  efficient  system  which  characterized  this  important 
detail  of  mobilization  for  foreign  service.  Another  couapicu- 
ous  piece  of  her  work  was  the  recruiting  of  hundreds  *)f  Red 
CrosB  and  Army  nurses  then  in  New  York  who  marched  in 
the  historic  first  Red  Cross  parade  of  the  uutunin  of  1!H7. 
During  the  later  part  of  that  year.  Miss  Van  Blarcora  under- 
took a  speaking  tour  of  the  United  States  to  interest  nurses  in 
enrolling  for  war  service,  after  which  ill  health  necessitated  her 
resignation  from  Red  Cross  service. 

Florence  Merriam  Johnson  followed  Miss  Van  Blarcom  in 
January,  1918,  as  director  of  nursing  of  the  Atlantic  Division. 
A  graduate  of  Smith  College  and  of  the  New  York  Hospital, 
she  had  been  connected  with  the  Cornell  University  Medical 
Dispensary,  New  York ;  had  done  social  service  work  for  the 
New  York  Association  for  the  Improvement  of  the  Condition 
of  the  Poor;  and  for  the  Harlem  Hospital.  She  later  became 
a  member  of  the  faculty  of  the  Department  of  Nursing  and 
Health,  Teachers  College,  Columbia  University.  Her  remark- 
able service  in  facilitating  the  embarkation  and  drlmrkatiou 
of  nursea  in  foreign  service  brought  her  the  Florence  Nightin- 
gale Medal  of  the  luteruational  iied  Cross.  A  woman  of  poise, 
intelligence  and  great  charm,  she  combined  sympathetic 
warmth  of  personality  with  firm  executive  ability  to  such  an 
extent  as  to  make  her  one  of  the  most  capable  and  well-loved 
nuraed  of  the  "younger  generation"  wbicli  the  war  brought 
forward. 

The  Pennsylvania  Division,  which  included  the  Keystone 
State,  Delaware,  and  Camden,  New  Jersey,  was  represented 
by  Susan  Francis  (Reading  Hospital,  Penus;ylvania).  She  was 
long  associated  with  state  organization  work  and  with  early 
R«i  Cross  Nursing  Service  projects.     Miss  Francis  had  been 
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superintendent  of  nurses  of  liospitals  in  the  City  of  Wushiug- 
tou,  in  New  Orleans,  and  in  Philadelphia. 

Georgia  Marquis  Nevins  came  to  the  Potomac  Divison  (Dia-^ 
trict  of  Columbia,  Maryland,  Virginia  and  West  Virginia)  af- 
ter twenty-three  years  of  service  as  the  head  of  Garfield  Memo- 
rial lioapital,  Washington.  Her  name  has  appeared  more  than 
once  since  an  early  point  in  our  text,  in  connection  with  profes- 
sional progress  and  growth.  She  was  one  of  the  first  class 
graduated  under  Miss  Hampton  at  the  Johns  Hopkins.  An 
ardent  sponsor  of  the  Army  Nurse  Corps  and  also  of  the  bill 
for  registration  of  nurses  in  the  District  of  Cohmibia,  she  was 
at  one  time  president  of  the  National  Leag\ic  for  Nursing  Edu- 
cation, then  known  as  the  American  Society  of  Superinten- 
dents, and  for  many  years  was  secretary  of  the  American 
Nurses'  Association.  Her  Red  Cross  service  began  in  1900, 
as  secretary  of  the  National  Committee  on  Red  Cross  Nursing 
Serrice.    A  New  England  woman,  she  represented  a  type  of  all 

the  sturdv  virtues  of  that  section. 

»  

Jane  Van  de  Vrede  (Milwaukee  County  Hospital,  Wauwa- 
tosa,  Wisconsin)  was  the  nursing  representative  for  North  and 
Soutli  Carolina,  Florida,  Georgia  and  Tennessee.  Miss  Van 
de  Vrede  was  for  nine  years  assistant  bacteriologist  of  the 
Department  of  Health,  Savannah,  (iti^rfria.  .As  secretary  of 
the  State  Board  of  Examiners  of  Nurses  for  Gt»c>rgia,  and  as 
vic4?  chairman  of  the  Savannah  Red  Cross  Chapter,  and  s<>cre- 
tnry  of  the  Local  CVimmittcc  on  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service  of 
that  city,  she  brought  to  her  duties  a  wide,  extremely  practical 
knowledge  of  southern  nursing  resources. 

The  Gulf  Division,  to  which  L.  Agnes  Daspit  (Touro  Infir- 
mary, New  Orleans)  was  appointed,  included  Alabama,  Mis- 
sissippi and  Ix>ui8iana.  Miss  Daspit  had  long  been  associated 
with  the  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service,  as  chairman  of  the  Loui- 
siana State  and  Ix>cal  (\)mmittees.  She  was  at  one  time 
president  of  the  I-ouisiana  State  Nurses'  Association  and  chair- 
man of  the  Advisory  Board  of  the  State  Bf>ard  of  Examiners, 

The  Southwestern  Division,  covering  the  immense  distance 
of  Texas,  Alissouri,  Kansas,  Arkansas  and  Oklahoma,  was  for- 
tunate in  securing  so  able  and  tireless  an  organizer  as  Lvda 
W.  Anderson,  already  known  to  readers  of  this  history  as  sui>er' 
visor  of  Unit  K  of  the  Mercy  Ship. 

Mary  M.  Roberts  (.Jewish  Hospital,  Cincinnati)  ser%'ed  as 
nursing  representative  in  the  Lake  Division,  embracing  Ohio, 
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and  Kentucky.  Both  as  auperintcndent  of  nurses 
in  tho  Savannah  Hospital,  and  assistant  superintendent  of 
nurses  of  the  Jewish  Hospital  in  Cincinnati,  she  had  had  long 
experience  in  admiuistrutive  work.  As  a  former  president  of 
the  Ohio  State  Association  of  Graduate  Nurses  and  a  member 
of  the  State  Board  of  Nurse  Examiners,  she  too  was  excellently 
fitted  for  the  tasks  before  her. 

A  child 'welfare  nurse  of  national  reputation,  Minnie  H. 
Ahrens  (Illinois  Training  School  for  Nurses;  Teachers  Col- 
lege* directed  Red  Cross  activities  in  Illinois,  Wisconsin,  Iowa, 
Nebraska  and  Michigan,  the  states  comprising  tlie  Central 
Division.  Though  Miss  Ahrens*  name  had  been  long  asso- 
ciated with  high  standards  of  nursing  education,  she  was  per- 
haps Ixjst  known  as  an  organizer  and  the  first  super  in  teudeut 
of  the  Infant  Welfare  Society,  of  Chicago. 

The  Northern  Division,  Minnesota,  North  and  South  Da- 
kota and  Montana  had  as  its  nursing  representative  Edith  A. 
Barber.  A  graduate  of  the  Garfield  Park  Hospital,  Chicago, 
Miss  Barber  was  at  one  time  superintendent  of  nurses  of  the 
Green  Gabies  Sanatorium,  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  and  a  member 
of  the  training  school  staff  of  the  University  of  Minnesota. 

I^ttie  0,  Welch  (Illinois  Training  School)  was  appointed 
to  the  Mountain  Division  including  Colorado,  Wyoming,  New 
Mexico  and  Utah.  Formerly  superintendent  of  nurses  of  the 
City  and  (*ounty  Hospital,  Denver,  she  had  served  for  several 
rears  on  the  Colorado  State  Committee  on  Red  Cross  Nursing 

Lillian  L,  White  (Protestant  Episcopal  Hospital,  Philadel- 
phia), also  long  assoeiatcd  with  nursing  education,  gave  up  her 
position  as  assistaut  superink'udcnt  of  luirses  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  California,  to  reprcsiMit  the  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service 
in  the  Pacific  Division,  embrHcing  Nevada,  Arizona  and  Cali- 
fornia. Miss  White  had  at  various  p(»riodfl  of  her  career  been 
gnperinfendcnt  of  nurses  of  the  Knoxville  (Tennessee)  Gen- 
eral Hospital;  of  the  ^lerritt  Hospital,  Oakland,  California, 
and  head  of  tbe  Baby  Hospital  of  that  city. 

Including  Washington,  Idaho,  Oregon  and  Alaska,  the 
Northwestern  Division  had  as  its  nursing  representative  May 
S.  T»oniis  (Illinois  Training  School).  She  was  a  surgical 
nurse  of  long  experience.  Chairman  of  the  Washington  State 
oommitt^^  on  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service  since  1915,  she  gave 
np  her  position  as  supen'isor  of  nurses  at  the  City  Hospital^ 
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Seattle,  to  accept  the  Red  Cross  appoiutment.  Miss  Loomis 
was  for  several  years  president  of  the  Washington  State  Nursea' 
Association. 

Following  the  establishment  of  the  Divisions,  the  Executive 
Coniniittee  voted  on  Dfccniber  0,  1917,  to  create  the  Depart- 
ment of  Nursing,  combining  under  one  executive  all  phases 
of  the  nursing  program.  Miss  Delano  became  the  diretrtor,  her 
vision  of  a  lightened  responsibility  and  a  country  home  relin- 
quished for  the  time,  and  the  representatives  in  the  Division 
offices  were  given  the  title  of  Division  Directors  of  tlio  Depart- 
ment of  Nursing,  This  organization  was  put  into  effect  in  the 
spring  of  1918,  Miss  Nojes,  who  had  lM*en  on  a  speaking 
tour  since  Decemb«^r,  1017,  returned  to  National  Headquarters 
in  February,  liJl8,  and  became  director  of  the  newly  created 
Bureau  of  Field  Nursing,  through  which  the  selection  and  as- 
signment of  all  nurses  for  war  duty,  either  military  or  civilian, 
were  carried  out  Some  of  the  changes  then  occurring  have  al- 
ready been  mentioned.  The  reorganization  of  the  Town  and 
Country  Nursing  Service  will  be  spoken  of  under  its  own 
chapter  heading. 

With  the  National  Committee  on  Red  Cross  Nursing  Ser- 
vice acting  in  an  advisory  capacity,  with  the  strong  Head- 
quarters' orgnnizatiou  ut  Washington  and  with  corresponding 
Departments  in  all  Divisions,  the  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service 
now  faced  the  greatest  nursing  needs  of  American  and  world 
history.  From  its  inception  in  the  scattered  efforts  of  the  Civil 
and  Spanish-Anierican  wiira,  its  jMniee  time  di^velopment  from 
1!)09  to  1017,  one  step  toward  more  complete  organization  hnd 
followed  fast  on  the  heels  of  anotlu^r,  until  the  creation  of  the 
Department  of  Nursing  marked  the  final  perfection  of  this 
great  "inaehine,"  so  efticient  atul  withal  so  silent  and  unobtru- 
sive, that  few  indeed  realize  how  vital  and  far-reaching  were 
ita  workings  and  how  great  its  results  in  the  alleviation  of  hu- 
man suffering. 

The  National  Committee  on  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service 
guided  the  |)<>Iicie8  of  development  of  American  Red  Cross 
nursing  service.  The  members  of  the  National  Committee 
who  served  at  the  outbreak  of  the  war  were  Jane  A.  Delano, 
chili mmn  :  William  C.  Gorgas,  Surgeon  General  of  the  Army; 
W.  C.  Brnisted,  Surgeon  General  of  the  Navy;  Rupert  Blue, 
Surgeon  General  of  the  Public  Health  Service;  Annie  Good- 
rich, preeidentj  American  Nurses'  Association ;  S,  Lillian  Clay- 
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president,  National  T-oague  for  Nursing  Education;  Mary 
F.  Beard,  president.  Xatioiml  Orj^anization  for  Public  Health 
Nursing;  Colonel  Jelferson  R,  Kean,  Director  of  Military  Re- 
lief, American  Red  Cross;  W.  Frank  Pereons,  Director  of 
Civilian  Relief,  American  Red  Cross;  Major  C.  H.  Connor, 
Director,  Bureau  of  Medical  Service,  American  Red  Cross; 
Dr.  T.  W.  Richards,  Director,  Bureau  of  Naval  Service,  Ameri- 
can Red  Cross;  Clara  D.  Noyea,  Director,  Bureau  of  Nursing 
Service*,  American  Red  Cross;  Fannie  F.  Clement,  Director, 
Bureau  of  Town  and  (^ountry  Nursing  Service,  American 
Bed  Cross;  Emma  H.  Ounther,  chairman.  Committee  on  Dieti- 
tuns;  (appointed  for  tliree  years)  Alabel  T.  Boardninn ; 
Mrs.  Wm.  K,  Draper,  New  York  City;  Mrs.  Wm.  Church 
Osborne,  New  York  City;  Anna  C.  Maxwell,  Presbyterian 
Hospital,  New  York  City;  Mary  E.  Gladwin,  Akron,  Ohio; 
Mrs.  Frederick  M.  Tice,  Chicago;  Lillian  D.  Wald,  New  Yurk 
City;  M.  Adelaide  Nutting,  New  York  City;  Amy  Hilliard, 
Bellevue  Hospital,  New  l^ork  City;  Susan  C.  Francis,  Phila- 
delphia; Ix)uise  M.  Powell,  New  York  City;  Jane  E.  Nash, 
Baltimore;  (app<^iinted  for  two  years)  Julia  Stimson,  St. 
Louis ;  Emma  Nieliols,  Boston  City  Hospital ;  Dora  E.  Thorap- 
Bon^  head  of  Army  Nurse  Corps;  Lenah  S.  Iligbee,  head  of 
Navy  Nurse  Corps;  Ella  Phillips  Crandall,  New  York  City; 
Get>rgia  M.  Nevius;  Anna  L.  Reutiiiger,  New  York  City;  Eliz- 
abeth G.  Fox,  Visiting  Nurses'  Association,  Washington;  Har- 
riet Leet^,  Cleveland,  Ohio;  Anne  II.  Strong;  Simmons  College, 
Boston;  (ap|X)inted  for  one  year)  Alnui  E.  Wriglev.  Pasadena, 
CaL;  Carrie  M.  Hall,  Peter  Bent  Brighani  Hospital,  Boston; 
Lucia  Jacquith,  Memorial  Hospital,  Worcester,  Mass.;  Anna  C. 
Jamnie,  State  Board  of  Health,  Sacramento,  Calif.;  Menia  S. 
Tyc,  Sparks  Memorial  Hospitjil,  Ft.  Smith,  Ark. ;  Emma  L. 
Wall,  New  Orleans,  La.;  Mathild  Krueger,  Menomonie,  Wis.; 
Aj^ea  G.  Deans,  Detroit,  Mich.;  Ethel  S.  Parsons,  Division  of 
Health,  San  Antonio,  Texas;  Mary  C.  Wheeler.  Illinois  Train- 
ing School,  Chicago.     Duties  of  the  committee  were: 

1.  To  organize  and  sapervisc  the  Nursing  Service  of  the 
American  Hcd  Cross,  and  t(»  et^tablish  uniform  standards  for 
the  onrnllment  of  nurses,  tlietitians  and  other  persormel  needed 
for  the  nursing  activities  of  the  American  Red  Cross, 

2.  To  secure  annually  from  the  American  Nurses'  .Vsftooia- 
tion,  the  National  League  for  Nursing  Education  and  the 
National  Organization  for  Puhlic  Health  Nursing,  nomina- 
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tions  to  fill  vacancies  as  they  occur  in  the  Xational  Committoe 
on  Nursing  Service  aud  to  submit  these  nominations  with 
recommendations  to  the  Central  Committee  for  appointment. 

3.  To  appoint,  annually,  State  Comraittces  on  lied  Crosa 
Nursint^  Service,  of  not  leBs  thau  six  members,  who  are  en- 
rolled Hed  Cross  nurses  from  names  submitted  Ly  the  execu- 
tive committee  of  State  Nurges'  Associations.  When  possible, 
the  nurses  selected  should  consist  not  only  of  members  of  the 
American  Nurses'  Association,  but  of  training  school 
BUperinteodents  and  public  health  Nurses.  In  order  that 
the  work  of  committees  may  not  be  interrupted,  a  complete 
change  should  l>c  avoided. 

4.  To  appoint  such  committees,  not  otherwise  provided 
for,  as  may  be  necessary  to  supplement  tlie  work  of  the  Na- 
tional Committee,  and  to  specify  the  duties  of  all  cumjiiitteea, 

6.  To  issue  the  necessary  instructions,  circulars  of  infor- 
mation and  blank  forms  of  application  for  (he  enrollment  of 
the  I^ed  Cross  personnel  of  women, 

G.  To  appoint  local  headquarters  recommended  by  Local 
Committees  where  lists  of  enrolled  nurses  and  other  person- 
nel may  be  kept  on  file.  Such  headquarters  should  be  pre- 
ferably registries  for  nurses,  or  training  school  offices. 

7.  To  pass  upon  all  applications  for  enrollment  forwarded 
to  Red  Cross  Headquarters  and  to  issue  cards  of  appointment 
and  Ked  Cross  badges  or  pendants  to  nurses  meeting  the  re- 
quirements, to  issue  cards  of  appointment  to  approved  dieti- 
tians and  to  annul  the  appointment  of  any  member  of  the 
Nursing  Service  for  causes  which  it  may  deem  sufficient. 

8.  To  keep  a  card  catalogue  of  all  committees  and  of  local 
nursing  headquarters  with  a  list  of  all  nurses  and  other 
personnel  on  file  with  each. 

9.  To  keep  on  file  lists  of  Sisterhoods  and  other  orders,  and 
women  volunteers  available  for  Red  Cross  relief  work  in- 
volving the  care  of  the  .sick  or  wounded,  either  in  time  of 
war  or  calamity,  the  names  of  Red  Cross  nurses  employed  by 
chapters,  other  Red  CVoss  organizations  or  those  authorized 
to  use  the  Red  Cross  insignia,  together  with  the  names  of 
members  of  the  Army  and  Navy  Nurse  Corps  who  are  also 
enrolled  Red  Cross  nurses  and  to  refer  the  latter  to  Local 
Committees  when  their  term  of  service  expires. 

10.  To  provide,  in  cooperation  with  the  medical  depart- 
ments of  the  Army  and  Navy,  instruction  for  enrolled  nurses 
in  such  special  duties  as  would  be  required  of  them  in  time 
of  war. 

11.  To  adopt  courses  of  instruction  for  women  other  than 
nurues.  which  will  aid  in  the  care  of  the  sick  in  their  own 
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homes  nnd  prepare  them  to  render  assiatance,  as  required 
under  the  supervieiou  of  the  Nursing  Service  of  the  Red 
Cross. 

12.  To  study  the  Nursing  Service  of  the  Kcd  Cross  in  this 
and  other  countries;  to  report  on  the  efficiency  and  needs  of 
our  own  Hervices  and  make  such  recommendations  to  the 
Central  Committee  as  tlie  exigencies  of  the  service  may 
indicate. 

13.  To  advice  concerning  the  administration  of  the  Town 
and  Country  Nursing  Service,  to  interest  nurses  in  this  phase 
of  Ked  Cross  work,  and  to  aid  in  securing  oppitrtiinitics  for 
the  special  preparation  nec-essaTy  to  qualify  for  Hed  Cross 
Service  aa  public  health  nurses. 

14.  To  make  recommendations  to  t!ie  Central  Committee 
of  the  American  Hed  Cross  in  regard  to  the  selection  of  Di- 
rectors of  Bureaus  of  the  Nursing  Service,  and  other  nurses 
employed  at  Ked  Cross  Headquarters. 

15.  To  share  with  the  Directors  of  Nursing  Bureaus  the 
responsibility  for  the  assignment  to  duty  and  supervision  of 
all  personnel  included  in  tiie  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service, 


Details  of  the  time  of  annual  meeting  and  other  routine 
matters  completed  the  schedule.  The  duties  of  State  Com- 
mittees were  thus  dedned: 


IG.  State  Committees  consist  of  not  less  than  seven  mem- 
l)€rs,  appointed  by  the  National  Committee,  from  names  sub- 
mitted by  the  exociitive  couunittec  of  State  Nurses'  As- 
R>ciatious  ut  the  time  of  their  annual  meeting,  such  members 
to  be  enrolled  Red  Cross  nurses. 

17.  To  appoint  annually  such  Local  (Committees  on  Red 
Cross  Nursing  Service  as  may  be  needed  for  the  enrollment  of 
nurses  in  their  own  state  and  to  designate  the  chairman  of 
each  committee.  .  .  . 

19.  To  have  general  supervision  over  Local  Committees  and 
to  stimulate  interest  in  the  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service. 

20.  To  report  all  Local  Committees  appointed,  and 
vacancies  filled,  to  the  chairman  of  the  Nntional  Cummittcc. 
giving  the  names  and  addresses  f>f  nil  members,  and  indicating 
the  chairnifln  and  secretary  of  each  Committee. 

21.  [This  clause  dealt  with  meetings  and  reports.] 

?2.  State  Nurses*  Associations  organized  for  the  enrollment 
of  Red  Cross  nurses  are  members  of  the  Amcricau  Red  Cross 
and  entitled  to  be  represented  by  one  delegate  at  the  Annual 
Meeting  of  the  Red  Cross. 

It  is  desirable  that  tlie  delegate  selected  should  be  a  mem- 
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ber  of  the  State  or  a  Local  Commiltec  ou  Red  Cross  Narsiug 
Service. 

Local  Comraittpcs  consist  of  at  least  six  nurses  appointed 
by  State  Committees  on  Red  CroPS  Nursing  Service, 

The  duties  of  Local  Committees  on  Red  Cross  Nursing  Ser- 
vice were: 

23.  To  make  rpconiincniluiinii  to  the  National  Committee 
as  to  the  apj>ointnu'nL  nf  hi^rtdquarters.  whore  a  list  of  enrolled 
nurses  and  other  persctnnel  of  the  Nursing  Senice  may  be 
kept  on  file,  sudi  headquarters  to  he  preferably  registries  for 
nurses  or  training  school  offices,  as  it  is  important  that  a 
place  should  he  schn-tcd  whore  nurses  may  be  secured  at  all 
times  day  and  night. 

24.  To  issue  circulars  of  information  and  blank  forms  for 
enrollment  to  apjiltcujits,  and  to  decide  whether  applicants 
fulfill  the  requirements  and  are  desirable. 

25.  To  rd'cive  applications  f(ir  the  enrollment  of  nurses 
and  to  secure  tlie  required  credentials  except  from  nurses 
interesteij  in  the  Town  and  Country  Nursing  Ser%'ice.  whose 
applications  should  be  forwarded  direct  to  Red  Cross  Head- 
quarters, Wafihington,  D,  C,  where  credentials  will  be  se- 
cured.* 

Of  the  numbers  and  activit;^'  of  the  Committee*  Miss  Delano 
said,  in  tlie  Aonual  Report  for  the  year  ending  December  31, 
1917: 

In  addition  to  the  National  Committee,  we  have  forty- 
eight  State  Committees  and  one  hundred  and  two  Loral 
Committees  on  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service,  four  State  and 
thirty-four  I^ocal  (^omraittees  having  been  apfKiinted  since 
January  1,  1917.  About  one  thousand  nurses  are  serWng  the 
Red  Cross  gratuitously  on  these  committees. 

After  the  war  she  wrote  of  the  work  of  the  State  and  LocaI 
Committees : 

To  the  State  Committees  on  Bed  Cross  Nursing  Service, 
and  the  Local  Committees  representing  local  nursing  organi- 
zations, the  Nursing  Service  of  the  Red  Cross  owes  much 
during  the  past  years.  The  large  enrollment  of  Red  Cross 
nurses  was  due  in  a  great  part  to  the  aitivitiea  of  these  com- 
mittees. Approximately  one  thousand  graduate  nurses  are 
serving  gratuitously  aa  members  of  State  and  Local  Com- 
•A.  R.  C.  150.  July  12.  1917. 
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»s  on  Rod  Cross  Kureing  Service,  and  the  value  of  their 
s^ervifes  cannot  be  overestimated,  Diirinj;  the  jieriad  of  the 
war.  these  committees  hehl  frequent  meetings  to  pass  on  the 
a[>j>lication  of  tlioutandtj  of  nurses  and  t^aiTificeil  tfieir 
vacations,  and  often  their  positions,  in  onler  to  do  this  vol- 
unteer work  of  the  Red  Cross.  When  the  need  for  nurses 
for  active  service  became  pressing,  during  the  period  of  the 
war,  the  Nursing  Service  of  the  Red  Cross  appointed  on  its 
Local  Committees  those  women  especially  who  were  unable 
to  accept  active  service,  but  who  had  given  generously  of  their 
time  and  money  to  eurry  on  this  important  part,  of  the  Red 
Cross  work.  These  Local  Committees  in  this  way  prepared 
thousands  of  nurses  for  active  service;  advised  them  in  regard 
to  their  home  conditions  and  their  release  from  positions;  and 
it  was  only  through  their  cooperation  and  assistance  that  the 
work  at  National  Headquarters  was  made  possible. 

The  size  of  the  National  Committee  on  Red  Cross  Nursing 
Servit.*c  and  the  widely-separated  locations  of  its  members  made 
it  imperative  to  have  a  small  but  efficient  Executive  Committee. 
Organized  July  23,  1017,  this  was  composed  of  any  members 
then  stationed  in  Washington,  with  the  presidents  of  the  three 
national  societies  of  nurses.  This  small  eomniittoc  shared 
ihe  rt*sponsibi!ity  of  the  problems  of  the  Ked  Cross  Nursing 
Sendee  as  they  arose  day  by  day. 

Soon  after  the  appointment  of  the  War  Council  by  Presi- 
dent Wilson  on  May  10,  li)17,  its  chairman,  Mr.  Henry  P. 
Davison,  arranged  special  conferences  designed  to  bring  the 
different  Red  (Vosa  Departments  together  to  consider  nursing 
problems  and  to  make  recommendations  in  regard  to  the  Ser- 
ricc^  On  this  committee  there  were  representatives  of  the 
War  Council;  the  Red  Cross  Committee  on  Cooperation;  the 
Ri»d  Cross  Medical  Advisory  Committee;  and  the  National 
Committee  on  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service.  Dr.  Sinum  Flexner, 
Chairman  of  the  Red  Cross  Medical  Advisory  (Virninittets  pre- 
sided at  a  meeting  of  this  conference  which  was  held  at  Head- 
quarters, July  23,  1917.  A  nuralw^r  of  mrmbera  of  the  Na- 
tional Committee  on  Nursing  Service  hud  been  invited  to 
•nd.     Those  present  were:   (from  the  Rt^d  CVoas  National 

»mmittee  on  Nursing  Service)  Miss  Delano,  chairman;  Miss 
Noyes,  Director,  Bureau  of  Nursing  Service;  Miss  Clement, 
Director,  Bureau  of  Town  and  Country  Nursing  Service;  Miss 
Hay,  Director,  Bureau  of  Instruction  for  Women;  Miss 
Deans;  Mrs.  William  K.  Draper;  Miss  Nutting;  Miss  Good- 
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rich;  Miss  Beard;  Miss  Clayton;  Miss  Wald;  Miss  Hilliard; 
Miss  Thoiopaon;  Mrs.  Higbec;  (from  the  liod  Cross  Com- 
mittee on  Cooppration)  Judge?  K(»bt?rt  S.  Lovett;  Messrs. 
A.  I).  Hodonpyl,  (Jcorge  Wharton  Prpper,  Kdwjird  I). 
Butler,  John  F.  Moore,  and  L.  K.  Frankel ;  { from  the  lied 
Cross  Medical  Advisory  Committee)  Doctors  Biggs,  Chapin, 
Flexner,  Kerr,  Rose,  llyan,  Rosenau,  Smith,  Pearce  and 
Richards;  (from  the  War  Council)  Messrs.  Davison  and  Wads-' 
worth. 

The  entire  field  of  nursing  needs  and  desirable  standards  of 
nursing  qualifications  for  Red  Cross  war  enrollment  was  thor- 
oughly gone  over.     It  was  agreed  that  there  was  no  immediate 
shortage  in  well-trained  nurses  and  that  the  Red   Cmss  was 
adding  to   its  available  reserves  in  every  way  that  foresight 
could  dictate.     It  was  found  that  the  real  crisis  of  the  nursing 
situation  lay  iii  the  future  and  that  while  present  needs  were 
biMUg  met  tlie  war  deiiumds  would  increase  rapidly  and  it  was. 
of  the  greatest    importance  that  well   edu(.'ated   women   should- 
be  urged  to  take  the  nurse's  training.     At  the  end  of  the  con- 
ference the  chainnan    (Dr.   Flexner)   was  dire<*ted  to  api>oiut 
a  small  conference  committee  to  meet  on  a  later  duv  in  that 
same    wifk    and    settle    finally,    if   possible,    the    war   nursingj 
policy  of  the  Red  Cross  in  regard  to  the  standards  for  enrolkT 
inent  and  to  report  its  conclusions  to  the  War  Council. 

Dr,  Flexner  appointed  iliss  Delano,  iliss  Nutting,  Misa 
Beard,  Dr.  William  II.  Welch,  Dr.  Ucrman  M.  Biggs  and 
Dr.  Winford  IT.  Smith. 

On  Friday,  July  27,  all  except  Dr.  Welch  and  Dr.  Biggs  who 
were  unable  to  be  present,  met  at  Red  Cross  Headquarters, 
Dr.  Flexner  took  the  chair  and  Dr.  R.  M.  Pearce  (of  the 
Medical  Advisory  Committee)  acted  as  secretary.  The  con- 
ference committee  examined  its  nursing  problems  in  a  frank 
and  thorough-going  way  and  in  due  time  its  report  was  laid 
before  the  War  Council  and  accepted  by  that  body.  The  quea- 
tiona  considered  were: 


1.  Size  of  hospitals  in  which  nurses  arc  trained,  i.e.,  aver- 
age number  of  patients  per  day. 

2.  A^e  limit  at  the  lime  of  enrollment. 

3.  Early  graduation  of  classes  in  (a)  three  year,  (b)  two 
year  schools. 

4.  Short  training  courses  fur  aides.  tj 
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5,  Public  health  nurses — shoiilrl  they  be  urged  to  decline 
service  with  hoiipital  units  abroad? 

1.  Hospital  training  gchooU. 

The  committee  discussed  first  the  Red  Cross  re<^uirements 
for  enrollment  in  its  nursing  service  with  such  modilicationa 
&6  have  been  found  necessary  to  meet  war  conditions.  The 
chairman  of  the  National  Committee  on  Hed  Cross  Nursing 
Service  reported  that  in  cooperation  with  iState  Koards  of 
Registration  provision  has  been  made  for  the  acceptance  of 
graduates  from  schools  recommended  hy  the  Boards  as  giving 
sufficiently  thorough  training  to  qualify  puch  graduates  for 
War  Service.  This  modification  has  been  mnile,  she  reported, 
without  a  definite  requirement  as  to  the  size  of  the  hospital. 
It  is  estimated  that  ap>proximately  five  hundred  training 
schools  will  be  added  to  tlie  acceptable  list  through  this 
dunge. 

2.  Age  limit  of  enrolling  nurses. 

The  chairman  of  the  National  Committee  on  Red  Cross 
Nursing  Service  also  rejKtrti'd  that  tlie  age  limit  for  enrolling 
nurses  has  been  reduced  to  twenty-one  years  and  extended 
beyond  forty  years,  depending  upon  the  qualifications  of  the 
individual  nurse  in  each  case. 

3.  Early  graduation  of  nurses. 

Tlie  quesjtion  of  an  earlier  graduation  of  the  pupils  already 
in  training  in  orrl^r  to  increase  the  supply  of  nurses,  was 
discussed.  It  was  tlie  opinion  of  t!ie  .^pocijil  committee  that 
flchooJfi  giving  a  three  year  course  of  training  might  later, 
should  the  exigencies  of  war  make  such  action  necessary,  be 
requested  to  advance  the  date  of  graduation. 

Miss  Nutting  submitted  a  report  of  the  i*(Tort8  now  being 
made  by  the  Committee  on  Nurt^ing  of  the  Council  of  Na- 
tional Defense  to  increase  the  output  of  the  training  schools. 
In  I'ooperation  with  the  Hed  Cross  it  has  addressed  an  appeal 
to  college  women  and  to  graduates  of  tcthnical  s^chools.  high 
and  private  schools,  urging  them  to  enter  training  schools  as 
student  nurses  in  training,  and  thus  aid  in  meeting  the  need 
of  civil  hospitals  as  well  as  supply  a  large  body  of  women  of 
exceptional  ability  trained  for  the  reconstruction  work  which 
will  follow  the  war. 

The  chairman  of  the  National  Committee  on  Red  Cross 
Nursing  Service  reported  that  provision  lias  been  made  for  a 
complete  listing  of  the  nursing  Sisterhoods  throughout  the 
I'nited  States.  A  questittnnnire  is  to  be  sent  to  tlie.^e  Sister- 
hoods to  determine  the  approximate  number  of  nursing  Sis- 
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tera  and  lay  Sisters  trained  in  their  hospitals  who  are  available 
for  Red  Cross  pervife.  ProviHion  has  also  hoen  made  to  utilize 
colored  nurses  for  service  in  caring  for  colored  troops  in  base 
hospitals  and  the  Ked  Ooss  will  enroll  such  nurses  as  needed. 
It  was  also  reported  that  the  Hed  Cross  has  organized  com- 
mittees  for  the  enrollment  of  nurses  in  Hawaii*  the  Philip- 
pines and  in  France,  in  order  to  utilize  American  nurses  resi- 
dent in  those  regions, 

4.  Training  of  nurses'  aides. 

The  system  of  training  nurses'  aides  was  considered.  The 
chairman  of  the  National  Coinmittee  on  Red  Cross  Nursing 
Service  reported  that  authority  has  already  been  given  to 
forty-Gve  hospitiil  centers  aruuutl  whkli  base  hospitals  have 
been  organized  to  provide  practical  hospital  experience  to 
women  volunteering  as  nurses'  aides.  These  hospitals  will  be 
urge<l  to  complete  their  litiis  of  twenty-five  aides  each  on  first 
call*  and  to  carry  a  reserve  of  twenty-five  or  more.  This  will 
give  approximately  twenty-two  hundred  and  fifty  aides  avail- 
able for  service. 

A  questionnaire  is  being  prepared  to  send  to  these  vol- 
tinteers  in  order  to  determine  how  many  of  them  are  ready 
for  service,  in  either  the  military  or  civil  hospitals  in  this 
countrj'.  The  course  in  Elementary  Hygiene  and  Home  Care 
of  the  Sick  forms  the  basis  of  selection  for  admission  to  this 
service,  and  some  idea  of  the  possible  resources  may  be  gained 
from  the  fact  that  about  thirty-four  thousand  women  have 
completed  this  course  of  instruction. 

6.  Public  health  nurses. 

The  question  of  utilizing  public  health  nurses  for  aervice 
both  in  this  country  and  abroad  was  considered.  The  chair- 
man of  the  National  Committee  on  Ked  Cros*  Nursing  Servi<* 
reported  that  in  order  to  utilize  public  health  nurses  to  the 
best  advantage  a  special  enrollment  has  been  provided  exempt- 
ing them  from  otlier  servic<».  Under  this  enrollment  public 
health  nurses  will  be  held  available  for  service  in  and  about 
military  cantonments  in  this  country  and  for  service  in  activi- 
ties in  Europe. 

Summary. 

In  submitting  the  foregoing  report,  the  Special  Commit- 
tee on  Nursing  appointed  by  the  Red  Cross  War  Council 
desires  to  express  its  approval  of  the  general  plan  of  enroll- 
ment of  nurses  as  adopted  by  the  National  Committee  on  Red 
Cross  Nursing  Service.  The  mndifi(^tiona  included  in  this 
plan  may  be  summarized  as  follows : 
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1.  That  the  Iowot  age  limit  for  Rwl  Crofis  niirseg  be  reduced 
to  twenty-one  years;  that  the  upper  age  limit  be  left  in- 
definite, to  be  dealt  with  Peparately  in  each  case  according  to 
the  character  of  the  service  and  the  physical  qualiBcations  of 
the  applicant 

2.  That  the  requirements  governing  training  schools  be 
modified  i*o  aH  to  qualify  for  Hed  Cross  enrollment  the  grad- 
uates of  schools  which  are  recommended  by  State  Boards  of 
Bcgietration  &&  giving  course*)  8uf1nciently  thorough  to  pre- 
pare nurses  for  Red  Cross  service. 

3.  That  in  order  further  to  increase  the  supply  of  nurses, 
the  schools  giving  a  three  year  course  of  training  be  re- 
quested to  advance  the  date  of  graduation  of  pupil  nurses, 
should  the  exigencies  of  war  make  such  action  seem  desir- 
able. 

4.  That  in  addition  to  the  steps  already  taken  to  supply 
volunteer  nurses'  aides,  which  the  committee  npproves.  it  is 
recommended  that  the  period  of  practical  hospital  experience 
for  these  volunteers  be  increased  to  one  month  of  eight  hours* 
service  each  day  under  the  supervision  of  the  Ked  Cross,  and 
that  the  Red  Cross  volunteer  aides  be  used  for  service  in  our 
own  country  only,  and  that  women  under  twenty-one  years 
of  Age  shall  not  he  selected. 

In  view  of  the  provision  already  made  for  the  instruction 
of  volunteer  aide-S  in  connection  with  Base  Hospitals  and  the 
large  number  of  women  who  have  completed  the  required 
course  of  theoretical  instruction  and  whose  names  are  on  file 
in  Washington,  the  committee  believes  that  the  immediate 
extension  of  this  service  is  not  pressing,  but  approves  of  the 
anthorization  of  civil  hospitals  to  give  this  instruction  to 
nurses'  aides  as  needed.  Fuhject  to  the  approval  and  under 
the  direction  of  the  American  Red  Cross,  and  recommends 
that  only  those  hospitals  approved  by  the  State  Boards  of 
Hegistration  of  Nurses  shall  receive  such  authorization. 

5.  The  committee  approves  of  the  plan  adopted  by  the 
National  Committee  on  Red  Cross  nursing  for  a  special  en- 
rollment of  public  health  nurses  who  shall  be  hehl  available 
for  public  health  work  under  the  Red  Cross  either  in  this 
country  or  abroad. 

This  program  has  been  approved  by  the  oflicers  of  the  Red 
Cross  Nursing  Sen'ice ;  by  officers  of  the  Committee  on  Nurs- 
ing of  the  Council  of  National  Defense;  by  Annie  Goodrich, 
president  of  the  American  Nurges'  Association ;  Mary  F. 
Beard,  president  of  the  National  Oi^myj^tion  for  Public 
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Health  Nursing;  S,  Lillian  Clayton,  president  of  the  National 
Lea^e  for  Nurse  Education;  Amy  Hilliard,  formerly  in- 
spector of  training  Bchools  in  New  York  State ;  Dora  E. 
Thompson,  superintendent  of  the  Army  Nurse  Corps;  Leimh 
S.  Higbee,  superintendent  of  tho  Nnvy  Nurse  Corps  nnd  by 
the  Red  Cross  Medical  Advisory  Committee  and  the  Bed 
Cross  Committee  on  Cooperation, 

The  mfmlx-ra  of  the  R(^d  Cross  dcpHrtmrnta  wrrp  i^rntiflrd 
by  this  ondorsfmont  and  bv  tho  letter  that  had  been  written  a 
little  earlier  bv  Miss  Nutting,  here  rcprtiduecd,  for  the  anxiety 
nnd  responsibility  of  exeeutive  work  often  formed  nn  almost 
cnishing  burden  for  Miss  Delano  and  her  oo-workers,  who,  de- 
sirous on  one  hand  of  maintaining  high  professional  require- 
ments, were  on  the  other  under  the  obligation  of  meeting  every 
instant  necessity  in  the  matter  of  a  supply  of  nurses,  no  matter 
bow  difficult 

Teachers  College, 
Columbia  University, 

July  16,  1917. 
Miss  Jane  A.  Delano,  Chairman, 
National  Committee  on  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service, 
Washington,  D.  C. 

My  dear  Miss  Dflano: 

At  the  last  moisting  of  the  Committee  on  Nursing  of  the 
General  Medicnl  Htianl,  of  the  Council  of  National  Defense, 
a  motion  was  pnKsed  expressing  our  approvnl  of  the  method 
of  enrolhnent  adopted  by  tlio  Nursing  Service  of  the  Red 
Cross. 

I  am  very  glad  to  transmit  this  motion  to  you  and  to  add 
that  thoiie  of  us  who  have  watched  the  careful,  thorough  work 
of  the  past  seven  years  which  has  gone  to  building  up  this 
important  branch  of  the  Red  Cross,  feel  that  a  very  great 
national  service  has  been  rendered.  For  not  only  has  there 
been  created  a  large  body  composed  of  trained,  skilled  and 
competent  nurses  t^  form  the  Nursing  Service  of  the  Red 
Cross,  but  tho  establishment  and  maintenance  of  proper  re- 
quirements for  enrollment  in  this  service  have  acted  as  a 
valualde  stimulus  to  hospitals  and  training  schools  in  urging 
them  to  improve  their  standards  of  training  in  order  that 
their  graduates  might  be  eligible  for  such  enrollment. 

In  no  other  country  in  the  world  has  the  Red  Cross  such  a 
record.  On  the  contrary,  it«  effort  throughout  history  has 
generally  tended  to  weaken  instead  of  to  strengthen  g<»od 
nursing  standards^  and  consequently  and  inevitably  to  impair 
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the  efficiency  of  ite  nursing  service.  It  is  our  hope  that  you 
may  be  able  to  maintain  tlio  high  8tan4lard8  you  have  net  for 
your  life-saving  work  and  that  our  great  dependence  for 
Dursing  the  sick  and  woumled  men  of  our  army  may  con- 
tioue  to  t>e  placed  upon  skilled  and  capable  workers. 
Faithfully  youre, 
(signed)   M.  Adei*aide  NrrriNo.  Chairman, 

Committee  on   Nursing,  the  General 
Medical  Board  of  the  Couucil  of 
National  Defense. 

The  immpdiate  steps  taken  during  the  early  pnrt  of  the  sum- 
mer of  1017  by  the  Nutional  CimituitttJC  on  Red  Cross  Nursing 
Service  and  its  smaller  cxcvutivi'  group  were  dirt^ctcd  toward 
the  one  main  purpi>8p  of  iucntasing  cnrolluieiit.  To  this  end, 
all  State  Boards  of  Examiners  were  urged  to  announce  more 
friHjuent  examinations  of  graduate  nurses  desiring  to  register 
under  state  acts  and  to  pass  upon  examination  papers  with 
the  utmost  dispatch  so  that  nurses  might  enroll  without  delay. 
State  Boards  of  Registration  were  asked  to  furnish  the  Red 
Cross  with  three  classified  training  school  lists,  giving  in  one 
the  names  of  all  t}u)8e  schooln  which  met  the  Red  C'rnss  require- 
ments, in  another  those  on  the  border  line  and  in  tbe  third  those 
which  were  Ijelow.  Local  Coniniittces  were  written  to  and  askrd 
to  select  nurses  for  service.  Letters  were  sent  to  a  selected 
group  of  women  in  dose  touch  with  National  Headquarters, 
urging  them  to  take  the  nurse's  training.  A  special  committee 
of  nursea  in  New  York  City^  all  of  whom  were  Red  Cross 
members,  and  who  afterwards  became  Icadijig  figures  in  the 
Committee  on  Nursiug  under  the  Council  of  National  Defense, 
undertfHik  to  arousti  educators  and  educatiuiial  iustitutiona  espe- 
cially and  80  to  direct  large  numbers  of  applicants  to  training 
schools. 

With  the  end  of  the  war  the  executive  committee  of  the  Na- 
tional Committee  ou  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service  summed  up 
itfl  meetings  and  recommendations  us  follows: 

Eight  meetings  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  National 
Committee  on  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service  have  been  held 
since  its  authorization. 

Action  was  taken  on  the  following  questions,  in  earh  in- 
stance a  quorum  of  the  Nationnl  <'i>ninnttw  being  present: 

I.  Plan  for  puhlirity  campaign — beginning  with  a  syndi- 
cated article  in  magazines  and  newspapers. 
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2.  Definite  request  to  be  made  to  the  American  Red  Cross 
for  au  expert  publicity  man  to  assist  tbe  committee.  ^m 

3.  Resolution  adopted  and  sent  to  the  president  of  Vassar     ■ 
College  on  establishing  a  preparatory  course  in  nursing  for 
college  women  (Vasnar  Flan).  ^J 

4.  Ijctter  submitted   to  the   Surgeon   GeneraFs  office  re-^^5 
questing  that  j^ome  actit)n  be  taken  to  combat  the  rumors  of 
nurses  returning  from  Europe  pregnant. 

6.  Nurses  not  eligible  for  active  military  service  and  in 
charge  of  training  schools  for  nurses  to  be  enrolled  as  re-^^H 
cruitiug  agents.  ^^ 

6.  "Special  enrollment"  for  nursey  through  Divisions  for 
Home  Defense  (physic-ally  unfit  for  military  service,  over 
age,  married  and  tlnsse  holding  important  positions  who 
should  not  be  disturbed). 

7.  Uniform  of  Dietitians. 

8.  Reeonmiendation  that  receipts  from  the  Metropolitan 
Life  Insurance  (-ompany  for  Town  and  Country  Nursing  be 
paid  to  the  organizations  supporting  nurse,  rather  than  to 
Headquarters. 

9.  recommendation  that  Miss  Clement,  Director  Town  and 
Countr}*  Nursing  Service,  draft  all  recommendations  with  her 
personal  opinion  regarding  the  further  development  of  rural 
nursing. 

10.  Service  Flag. 

11.  Cooperation  with  the  Woman*8  Committee  of  the  N"i 
tional  Council  of  Defense  in  their  campaign  on  Infant  W< 
fare,  as  far  as  possible. 

12.  Plan  to  secure  rank  for  nurses. 

13.  Circulnrisip  Boards  of  Registration  for  Nurses  and  State 
Afi60<;iation8;  circularize  the  superintendents  of  training 
schools  for  nurses ;  circularize  the  Sisterhoods ;  circularize 
the  non-registered  [inrscs;  circularize  tlie  subscription  list  of 
the  American  Journal  of  Nursing, 

14.  Prepare  plans  for  publicity  campaign  and  launch  as 
soon  as  the  committee  on  publicity  (consisting  of  chairnmn 
of  National  Committee  on  1\kh\  Cross  Nursing  Service  and 
representjilives  from  the  thrci'  national  orgnnizations)  de- 
cide<l  it  was  practi<'al  and  if  possible  immeaiately  following 
the  drive  for  Liberty  Bonds. 

The  moat  important  details  co\*cred  by  some  of  the  above 
resolutions  will  be  dealt  with  in  later  pages. 

Of  all  the  subjects  named  in  the  list  above  as  taken  up  by 
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the  National  OonunitteL'  on  Ri!d  Cross  Nursing  Service,  none 
was  more  perplexing  than  that  one  alluded  to  in  paragraph 
four.     Elusive  whispers  of  scandal  touching  Ited  Cross  nurses 

Jand  gruesome  tales  of  mutihition  suffered  by  them,  reached  the 
Nursing  Service  early  in  1017,  persisting  throughout  the  war 
and  even  after  the  Armistice.  The  Red  Cr<»9!*  files  have  an 
extraordinary  series  of  letters  written  to  Alias  Delano  or  sent 
to  her  by  the  recipients,  with  her  answers.  The  letters,  usually 
written  by  friendly  loyal  persons,  related  with  indignation  yet 
often,  too,  with  misgivings  the  alarming  rumf^rs.  Fifty  such 
letters,  analyzed  for  the  purpost»s  of  this  lustory,  may  1)6  thus 
summarized.  The  rumors  fell  uiidiT  three  heads.  First, — 
that  Red  Cross  nurses  abroad  had  beoonic  victims  of  forcible 
outrage  by  enemy  soldiers,  or  even  by  Allied  uflioials,  and  that 
numbers  of  them  (the  immbers,  always  nii^iitinned,  varied  from 
^ij  to  several  hundred)  had  become  pregnant  and  were  being 
brought  home  to  be  cared  for  in  American  hospitals.  Names 
of  hoepitols,  especially  two  well-known  ones  in  New  York 
City,  were  sometimes  specified.  Second, — that  Red  Cross 
nurses,  as  a  result  of  forcible  ontnigc  or  personal  immorality,  or 
both,  had  become  infected  with  venereal  disease  and  were  quar- 
antined at  a  French  port,  usnally  named.  In  this  legend  also 
the  numbers  ran  high ;  the  writer  personally  heard  that  nine 
hundred  such  victims,  all  nurses,  were  behind  stockades  at  a 
locality  in  France.  Third, — that  Red  Cross  nurses  had  come 
back  to  their  homes  with  eyes  gouged  out,  tongues  slit,  or  hands 
azkd  toes  cut  off. 

It  soon  became  clear  that  these  rumors  constituted  a  definite 
propaganda,  arising  from  an  unknown  source.  This  might 
have  had  one  of  two  purposes;  one,  to  add  fuel  to  the  flames  of 
hatred  against  an  enemy;  two,  to  retard  the  enrollment  of 
noTBCB  in  the  Red  Cross  and  thus  endeavor  to  cut  off  at  its 
Bource  the  supply  of  nurses  to  serve  in  niilitarv  hospitals. 

■  The  Committee  on  Nursing  Service  concluded   that  while 

■  both  purposes  were  served,  the  latter  was  the  one  directly  aimed 
at  and  indeed,  while  enrollment  was  not  prevented,  its  course 
was  often  made  infinitely  difficult  by  the  popular  reaction  to 

»the  rumors. 
The  Nursing  Service,  desirous  of  avoiding  publicity  in  the 
daily  press  as  tending  to  assist  the  propagandists,  took  up  each 
report  separately  as  it  reached  noadquartcrs.     Such  word  usu- 
ally came  in  from  some  nurse  or  Red  Cross  member,  indignant. 
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shocked  and  incredulous,  yet  having  at  hand  no  way  of  making 
authoritative  deniaL  They  were  then  given  a  categorical  denial 
by  the  Nursing  Service  and  were  requested  to  obtain  and  for- 
ward to  ileadqunrters  the  names  of  persons  from  whom  the 
rumor  was  heard,  with  dates  and  names  of  places  involved. 
Every  such  elue  was  painstakingly  followed  up  and  invariably 
ended  in  nothing. 

It  was,  however,  learned  that  the  mode  of  starting  the  rumors 
on  their  way  was  this:  On  a  railway  train  of  some  small  rail- 
road, in  a  remote  or  provincial  region,  a  well-appearing  woman 
traveler,  getting  into  conversation  with  other  travelers,  would 
modestly  mention  herself  as  a  Red  Cross  worker  from  abroad 
and  would  then  witb  deep  feeling  relate  moat  confidentially  the 
horrid  tales,  presently  alighting  at  some  small  town,  there  to 
disappear  without  trace.  Or  again,  travelers  in  a  far  distant 
locality,  again  on  the  railway,  would  be  attracted  by  the  sight 
of  two  apparent  invalids,  so  heavily  bandaged  as  to  be  practi- 
cally invisible  and  would  learn  from  a  kindly  woman  or  man 
in  charge  that  they  were  Red  Cross  nurses  whose  eyes  had  been 
put  out,  tongues  slit,  or  bunds  chopped  off.  In  no  instance  did 
any  one  see  beneath  the  bandagt^s. 

As  these  tales  were  whispered  from  one  to  another  they 
sometimes  got  into  local  papc-rs  and  were  often  given  credence 
by  well-meaning  but  ill-balanced  persons.  Statements  based 
upon  them  were  Oi^casionally  recklessly  made  at  public  meet- 
ings, sometimes  even  at  hH?al  Red  Cross  meetings.  An  embar- 
rassing detail  in  counteracting  tbera  was  that  members  of  an- 
other national  society  of  the  highest  standing  more  than  once 
disseminated  these  absurdities,  as  proving  the  need  of  their 
own  ministrations  and  of  tlie  enlargement  of  their  own  facilities 
in  the  war  zones. 

The  rumors  were  dealt  with  almost  entirely  by  the  Red 
Cross.  In  several  instances  the  Department  of  Justice  was 
called  on  for  assistunee.  One  quite  prominent  woman  physi- 
cian was  called  before  a  federal  jury  and  reprimanded  and  in 
another  case  a  man  was  fined  $1000  and  costs.  Similar  nimora 
were  set  on  foot  regarding  Canadian  nurses  and  Government 
circles  in  (^inada  had  the  sjime  difficulty  in  denouncing  them. 
The  tales  were  ususlly  repeated  with  no  malicious  intent  and 
were  well  known  in  nursing  circles,  but  there,  naturally,  were 
not  be!ievc»d.  The  following  letter  written  by  Miss  Delano  ia  a 
type  of  the  many  that  she  wrote  in  this  cuuuectiou: 
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December  4,  1917. 
Hy  dear  Mr. 

Your  letter  addressed  to has  been  referred  to  me 

for  reply. 

Similar  mmors  have  come  to  this  office  from  time  to  time, 
and  I  can  only  assure  you  as  emphatically  as  possible  that 
there  is  absolutely  no  truth  in  the  statement.  We  have  alto- 
gether about  four  thousand  nurses,  about  three  thousand  of 
fiiese  in  service  in  France.  They  are  definitely  assigned  to 
base  hospital  units  under  military  authority,  or  under  the 
direct  supervision  of  the  Red  Cross.  Of  all  our  nurses  in 
France  only  two  or  three  have  returned,  and  it  would  be 
impossible  for  any  large  number  to  be  brought  back  in  the 
condition  mentioned  in  your  letter  without  the  Red  Cross 
being  fully  informed  of  the  matter. 

Would  it  not  be  possible  to  take  up  quite  definitely  with 

T F ,  who  has  circulated  the  report,  this  matter, 

compelling  him  to  give  the  source  of  his  information  and  as 
a  lawyer  interested  in  Red  Cross  activities  take  such  steps  as 
may  be  necessary  to  prevent  the  repetition  of  this  untruth 
in  your  community  ?  I  can  well  understand  that  you  would 
hesitate  to  do  this  without  definite  information  from  Head- 
quarters. 

I  may  assure  you  that  there  is  no  foundation  for  the  rumor, 
A  similar  rumor  is  being  circulated  concerning  Canadian 
nurses  and  I  wrote  to  the  Department  of  Militia  and  De- 
fense, Ottawa,  Canada,  for  a  definite  8tatcniv:nt,  which  was 
promptly  received,  denying  absolutely  all  foundation  for  the 
rumors.  It  seems  evident  that  it  is  a  definite  propaj^anda 
which  should  be  met  as  promptly  aH  possible.  We  have  tried 
to  avoid  any  newspaper  publicity,  as  it  would  only  spread 
the  rumor. 

I    shall   appreciate   greatly   any    further   information   you 
may  secure,  and  hope  for  your  cooperation  in  branding  such 
rumors  as  malicious  falsehoodn.     Appreciating  greatly  your 
having  written  to  the  Red  Cross  direct. 
Believe  me. 

Sincerely  yours, 

(signed)  Jane  A.   Delano,   Chairman 
National  Committee  on  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service, 

As  the  magnitude  of  the  war  tasks  lx?camo  plain,  extensive 
systems  of  coordinated  effort  were  woven  into  the  sfK-ial  fabric 
and  the  energies  of  nurses,  bent  to  the  snpprjrt  of  the  Hed  Cross 
Xursing  Department,  or  to  as.s^>ciated  war-working  groups,  gave 
results  that  are  distinctive  in  international  lied  Cross  nursing 
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history,  uot  only  for  the  bold  and  original  methods  adopted,] 
but  also  for  the  proof  that,  even  in  war  emergency,  an  exteu-1 
sive  increase  in  nursing  personnel  is  possible,  without  seriously] 
lowering  the  hard-won  standards  of  professional  competency. 

Early  in  June,  11)17,  an  Emergency  Committee  on  Nursing 
was  organized  by  Miss  Nutting  and  Miss  Wald  in  New  York 
City  to  include  a  number  of  prominent  nurses,  all  of  whom 
were  members  of  the  Red  Cross  National  Committee  and  one  oi 
whom  was  Miss  Delano,  as  also  several  prominent  physiciam 
witli  iliss  -lulia  I^itlirop,  Chief  of  the  Federal  Children' 
Bureau,  The  purposes  of  the  Committee  were:  "to  devise  th 
wisest  methods  of  meeting  the  present  problems  connected  with 
the  care  of  the  sick  and  injured  in  hospitals  and  homes;  the 
educational  problems  uf  nursing;  and  extraordinary  emergen- 
cies as  they  may  arise." 

The  founders  of  this  Emergency  Conunittee  had  been  fearful, 
that  under  the  great  excitement  of  war,  the  usual  objects  of 
their  care  might  l)e  neglectt^i  and  they  planned  to  guard  those 
objects;  i.e.,  the  daily  nursing  of  the  sick  in  the  homes  and. 
hospitals  and  the  teaching  and  preparing  of  nurses  for  their 
fields,  while  the  Red  Cross,  olEcially  charged  by  the  govern- 
ment to  be  directly  resiK)n8ib]e  for  war  nursing  would  naturally 
\n}  absorbed  in  that  immense  obligation.  With  the  formation 
of  the  Council  of  National  Defense  (composed  of  the  Secre- 
taries of  War,  Navy,  Interior,  Agriculture,  Commerce  and 
Labor)  an  Advisory  Commission  of  seven  specialists  was  nomi- 
nattMl  and  appointed  by  President  Wil3f)n.  Dr.  Franklin  Mar- 
tin, as  one  of  the  seven,  organized  the  General  ]Medical  Board 
and  this  lioard  took  over  the  Emergency  Committee  and  made 
it  the  National  Committee  on  Nursing  of  the  Council  of  Na- 
tional Defense  with  Miss  Nutting  as. its  chairman,  to  function 
under  the  dii'eotion  of  the  chairman  of  the  (teneral  Medicrtl 
Board.  I^r.  Martin  himself  being  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Medicine  and  Sanitation  of  the  Board,  came  into  close 
oirrespondcTice  and  professional  contact  with  the  nurses  on  all 
the  committees.  There  was  also  under  the  Council  of  National 
Defense  a  atilx'oramittee  on  Public  Health  Nursing  and  a  com- 
mittee on  Home  Nursing.  Jlisa  Delano  had  a  place  on  each 
and  her  special  part  in  their  conferences  was  to  prevent  as  far 
as  possible  overlapping  and  duplication  of  effort,  as  from  her 
post  at  Red  Cross  Iloudquarters,  she  had  a  knowledge  of  the 
entire  field  which  none  of  the  others  could  possess. 
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Ab  the  national  pace  speeded  up,  frictional  reduplication  of 
activities  was  not  always  preventable  and  it  may  be  reasonably 
concluded  that  the  single  task  of  nursing  during  the  war  would 
have  evolved  more  smoothly  and  expeditiously  had  the  Nursing 
Committee  of  the  Council  of  National  Defense  organized  itself 
for  its  special  interesta  under  the  Red  Cross  (as  a  subcommittee 
of  the  National  Committee)  and  this  the  more  as  they  were  all 
Red  Cross  Nurses  and  the  maj(»rity  of  them  memlKira  of  the 
National  Committee  on  Red  Cross  Nursing  Servicre. 

Miss  Nutting's  committee,  as  it  was  informally  called,  had 
from  the  beginning  a  special  concern  for  the  underlying  edu- 
cational factor  in  nursing  and  to  its  leaders  it  could  not  have 
seemed  otherwise  than  that  they  were  specially  responsible  for 
that  trust,  for  clearly  the  Red  Cross  alone,  as  then  organized, 
could  not  have  cultivated  the  educational  field  in  addition  to 
its  vast  administrative  domain,  but  its  readiness  to  cooperate 
and  contribute  show  that  the  second  cx^mmitteo  would  have  had 
equally  wide  scope  had  it  been  a  special  Red  Cross  committee. 
Mi:*s  Nutting's  committee  stood  close  to  the  educational  world 
and  its  activities  bore  the  impress  of  her  original  and  boldly 
resourceful  mind.  Her  suggestions  and  plans  gave  great  im- 
petus to  those  intensive  yet  educationally  sound  courses  opened 
for  nurses  in  women's  colleges,  in  connection  with  hospital 
training,  of  which  Vassar  gave  the  most  highly  perfected  ex- 
ample, to  be  presently  dcserilw^d  and  known  as  the  Vassar 
Plan.  In  the  recruiting  of  pupils  for  the  training  schools,  in 
the  movement  to  induce  schools  for  nurses  generally  as  a  war 
duty  to  admit  college  women  for  training  on  a  two-year  instead 
of  three-year  basis,  and  in  tlu'  inception  of  the  Army  School 
Miss  Nutting's  <^mmittee  did  original  and  distinctive  work. 
Of  permanent  value  to  nursing  literature  are  the  committee's 
nine  pamphlets,  most  of  which  were  prepared  by  Isabel  Mait- 
land  Stewart,  a  professor  in  the  IVpartment  of  Nursing  and 
Health  at  Teachers  College.  Their  studies  of  war  nursing 
problems  should  make  them  useful  to  the  Red  Cross  societies 
and  nursing  associations  of  other  coniitrica  as  well  as  to  our  own. 

The  committee  on  Home  Nursing,  Miss  Wald  its  chairman, 
was  closely  tied  to  the  Department  nf  Labor  and  concerned 
itself  primarily  with  all  aspects  of  industrial  nursing,  so  called, 
especially  in  those  industries  which  were  engaged  in  war  work, 
axid  with  strengthening  public  health  nursing  in  industries  and 
b  the  homes. 
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The  purposes  of  the  Rubcommittee  on  Public  Health  Niirft-^| 
ing  and  some  parts  of  its  plans  are  told  in  the  following  e» 
cerpts: 

This  committpe  was  created  hy  Surgeon  Genornl  Blue  fo; 
the  purpose  of  relnting  the  work  of  the  public  health  nurstf 
to  the  many  problems  of  hygiene  and  sanitation  brought  into' 
prominence  by  the  war.  These  problems  are  suggested  by  the 
names  of  the  other  sub-committees  of  the  Committee  oii 
Hygiene  and  Sanitation,  for  example,  the  Committee  orf 
Alcoholism,  the  Committee  on  Venereal  Disease  and  the  Com- 
mittee on  Drug  Addiction. 

The  public  health  nur^e  must  be  the  instrument  which  will 
make  preventive  medicine  fffective.  It  is  wise,  therefore,  to 
create  a  body,  the  function  of  which  shall  be  to  study  the 
chanj:;iiig  conditions  produced  by  the  wjir  and  to  be  ready  to 
recommend  to  any  given  community  a  plan  for  establishing" 
a  public  health  nursing  agency  whenever  these  changing  con-^ 
ditions  demand  it.  First:  The  purpose  of  the  committee  is^| 
To  collect  and  edit  material  relating  to  the  disastrous  effeeta 
of  the  last  three  years  of  war  on  the  community  health  of 
the  Kurop>eaD  nations  at  war.  Second :  To  procure  informa- 
tion of  Uie  present  status  of  eommunitv'  health  work  in  thia 
country  and  of  the  extent  to  which  such  work  is  endangered 
by  a  state  of  war,  and,  further,  to  procure  information  as  to 
tlie  nee<l  of  the  greater  extension  of  it  hy  a  «tate  of  war. 

Community  health  work  in  areas  about  the  cantonmenW 
muiit  be  undertaken  by  public  health  nurses.    Therefore,  the 
Nursing  Bureau  of  the  Hed  Cross  is  asking  the  help  of  thii 
committee  in  enrolling  all   public  health   nurses  for  publi 
health  nursing  service  either  here  or  in  Europe,  and  is  furthe: 
turning  to  the  secretary  of  this  comniilteo  to  lut  in  an  ad 
visory  capacity  for  the  selection  of  public  health  nurses  for 
these  areas." 


i 


This  subcommittee  gathered  important  data  bearing  on  pubrl 
lie  health  activities;  made  a  special  censns  of  public  healtlfj 
resources,  agencies  and  nurses  at  home:  assisted  the  Red  Cro* 
in  securing  nurses  for  the  sanitary  zones  surrounding  cantons 
inenta;  initiated  at  Teachers  College,  with  the  help  of  Miafti 
Nutting  and  through  scholarships  donated  bv  tlie  Red  Croi 
the  educational  preparation  for  ten  nurses  necessary  in  thai 
C4impaigu  against  vencn'al  diseases  (Conducted  hy  Surgeon  Gen*^] 
eral  Blue;  gave  impetus  to  the  loug-discuased  plan  of  intrtw 

*  Rvport  of  Subcommittee  un  Public  Henlth  Nursing.  November,  1017. 


MOBILIZATION 


267 


ducin^  preliniinarv  public  health  instruction  into  the  senior 
Tear  of  training  schools  for  nurses  and  was  especially  promi- 
nent in  ur^ng  that  public  health  nursing  should  be  accepted 
&i  the  equivalent  of  active  militarj'  duty. 

Miss  Delano  wrote  of  nursing  groups  cooperating  in  mobili- 
ution : 

The  Bed  Cross  is  working  in  close  cooperation  with  the 
American  Xurses'  Association^  an  affiliated  body  with  which 
it  has  for  many  years  enjoyed  intimate  and  harmonious  rela- 
tions. Prartically  all  of  the  eiirollod  Red  Cross  nurses  are 
included  in  the  momheryhip  of  this  association. 

Another  or^nization  with  which  the  Red  Cross  is  co- 
operating is  the  National  Committee  on  Nursing,  recently 
apI>ointeil  by  the  (*ouncil  of  National  Defense  with  M.  Ade- 
laide Nutting  as  chairman  and  Ella  P.  Crandall  as  secretary. 

The  Red  Cross  is  coiiperating  with  this  committee  in  a 
movement  to  enlist  young  college  women  in  nursing  as  a 
patriotic  service.  As  the  Red  Cross  sees  it,  the  big  problem  is 
not  only  providing  for  the  present  nursing  needs  but  safe- 
guarding against  tlie  possible  needs  two.  three  and  five  years 
from  now.  Therefore,  it  is  urging  the  young  women  of 
America  to  prepare  themselves  for  the  most  eflicient  work  as 
nurses  by  submitting  themselves  to  the  training  courses  of 
high  class  schools  of  nursing.  Several  of  our  leading  schools 
have  agreed  to  admit  graduates  of  approved  coUeges,  who  ar 
otherwise  acceptable  as  candidates  for  nursing,  to  specia 
courses  whidi  will  grant  them  credit  for  one  ncftdemic  year. 

The  Red  Cross  will  rely  upon  the  thousands  of  Red  Cross 
Cliapters^  brunches  and  auxiliaries,  the  WomcnV  (\iinmittce 
of  the  Council  of  National  Defense,  and  similar  organizations 
of  women  to  supply  lists  of  volunteer  workers  when  needed. 
These  organizations  are  already  compiling  lists  of  volunteers 
in  the  various  communities. 


'I 

il^^ 


To  give  a  complete  list  of  all  the  groups  and  associations 
that  aided  the  Ked  Cross  Nursing  Service  would  mean,  in 
effect,  listing  almost  all  those  engaged  in  war  service,  but  three 
n&mt^  that  muat  be  especially  mentioned,  aside  from  the  na- 
tional nursing  groups,  as  cooperating  agencies  entitled  to  special 
appreciation  were:  the  American  Council  of  Education;  the 
Association  of  Collegiate  Alumnaa;  the  United  States  Food 
Administration. 

Of  the  special  courses  designed  to  facilitate  mobilization  by 
ikorteuiug  the  period  of  hospital  training  and  giving  instruc- 
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tion  Tinder  college  auspices,  that  at  Vassar  was  the  first  and 
set  the  moat  excellent  example  to  others.  The  generous  inten- 
tion of  the  college  to  offer  its  ample  facilities  during  the  sum- 
mer of  15)18,  '*as  a  training  school  for  young  women  for  patri- 
otic service  in  whatever  lines  of  work  offer  the  greatest  oppDr- 
tunitiea  or  present  the  greatest  needs"  hud  h<'en  divliired  hy 
resolution  at  a  meeting  of  the  Pn)visknml  Alumna^  Council  on 
June  1*,  11*17.  The  committee  who  reeomrm^nth'd  the  inirsing 
course  as  iinally  established  were:  Mrs.  John  Wood  Blodgett^ 
chairman,  Frank  R.  Chambers  and  Frank  L.  Babbitt.  To  this 
decision  Miss  Nutting's  counsel  had  largely  contributed,  and 
toward  the  success  of  the  course  Mrs.  Blodgett's  brilliant  ser- 
vices were  inestimable. 

The  course  offered  pupils  twelve  weeks  instruction  in 
anatomy  and  physiology,  bacteriology,  chemistry,  hygiene  and 
sanitation,  elementary  mat«Tia  mediea,  nutrition  and  dietetics, 
the  psychology  and  sociology  of  nursing,  nursing  ethics  and 
history,  elementary  imrsing  procedures  with  models,  and  spe- 
cial lectures.  This  was  a>mbined  with  a  disciplinary  regime 
and  physical  training.  It  was  followed  by  two  years  of  work  in 
selected  schools  of  nursing  connected  with  hospitals.  Those  ^H 
consenting  to  join  in  the  plan  were  called  Cooperating  Schools  ^H 
and  Hospitals. 

The  League  of  Nursing  Education  gave  three  of  its  members, 
Isabel  M.  Stewart,  A.  M.,  professor  of  Nursing,  Teachers 
College,  (>olumbia  University;  Elizabeth  Burgess,  B.  S.,  State 
Inspector  of  Training  Schools,  New  York,  Education  Depart- 
ment, and  Anne  Strong,  A.  B.  (Bryn  Mawr),  assistant  pro- 
fessor of  Public  Health  Nursing,  Simmons  College,  Boston,  as 
an  advisory  committee  to  arrange  the  curriculum  in  coopera- 
tion with  the  Vassar  faculty  memb(»r3.  The  expenses  were  also 
cooperatively  met.  The  Associated  Alumna?  of  Vassar  bore 
the  cost  of  the  publicity  and  recruiting  campaigns;  the  pupils 
paid  moderate  fees  and  the  Red  Cross  War  Council  on  Januaiy 
9,  1018,  appropriated  $7r>,CK)0  for  the  gt'uerul  expenses. 

By  the  time  the  Armistice  was  signed  nearly  tifty  colleges, 
as  reported  by  Miss  Nutting's  committee,  had  completed  their 
plans  for  opening  similar  courses  to  student  nurses,  if  such 
should  have  been  made  necessary  by  the  continuance  of  the 
war.  Courses  in  eight  colleges  had  been  formally  approved  by 
the  Surgeon  General. 

An  encampment  for  lay  women  was  that  of  the  Women's 
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Section  of  the  Navy  T^agiir  next  to  be  mentioned.  Its  official 
leaflet  gave  the  following  statement  of  its  plan: 

The  National  Service  Sohool,  Ino,,  was  organized  by  the 
Women's  Section  of  the  Navy  League  in  1910,  to  train 
American  women  for  the  duties  wiiich  come  to  them  in  war 
timefi  and  in  other  national  disasters.  Tlie  first  National 
Servicre  School  was  held  at  Chevy  Chase,  MarylHiid,  in  May, 
1910.  Nearly  one  thousand  students  were  trained  there  and 
the  American  Red  Cross,  the  Army,  the  Navy  and  tlie  Marine 
Corps  cooperated  in  the  instruction  and  running  of  the 
school.  Thus  the  instruction  and  methods  used  were  standard 
and  otficial  and  had  been  worke<l  out  by  experts.  Since  May, 
the  following  National  Service  Schools  have  been  held:  Sec- 
ond National  Service  School,  The  Presidio,  San  Francisco, 
California;  Third  National  Service  School,  Lake  Geneva, 
Wisconsin;  Fourth  Xatiouat  Service  School,  Narragansett 
Pier,  Rhode  Island. 

There  were  three  courses,  any  one  of  which  might  be  selected 
at  the  preference  of  the  student.  They  included  First  Aid; 
making  snrgica!  dressings;  signal  work;  wigwagging  and 
semaphore;  knitting  and  plain  sewing;  bicycling;  plain  teleg- 
raphy and  wireless;  household  hygiene  and  home  care  of  the 
sick. 

The  question  of  the  instruction  of  Red  Cross  nurses*  aide 
is  rooted  in  the  early  history  of  the  Nursing  Service,  After 
the  lied  Cross  became  affiliated  with  the  American  Nui*ses' 
Aasociation  (1901)),  there  had  Ix^en  no  mention  until  the  year 
lftl2  of  the  volunteer  aide  so  familiar  in  Europe.  Then,  fol- 
lowing the  Ninth  International  lied  Cross  Conference  in  Wash- 
ington, there  was  a  movement  to  form  Women's  Detachmenta 
on  the  European  plan.  This  step  was  questioned  hv  Miss  De- 
lano, as  shown  in  the  following  letter  written  by  her  at  that  time, 
(Letter  from  Miss  Delano  to  Miss  Boardmau,  September  27, 
1912): 

...  I  do  feel  that  the  outline  of  instruction  ^ves  a  wrong 
impression  of  the  ol)je<'t  of  the  i-oursc  and  can  only  repeat 
what  I  said  this  afternoon  in  repird  to  the  possible  dangers. 
This  paper  will  reach  a  great  nuniher  of  people  and  I  con- 
fesB  that  the  possible  results  worry  me.  1  did  not  speak  this 
morning  of  the  effect  this  new  undertaking  may  have  upon 
the  nursing  service,  but  with  no  provision  for  cooperation,  I 
see  poaaibiiities  of  future  misunderstandings  and  friction.    If 
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we  have  Red  Cross  nursing  committees  located  in  various 
cities  and  towns  throughout  the  country,  working  as  we  hope 
in  cooperfttton  with  the  Hed  Cross  Chapters,  the  institutional 
members  and  the  committees  appointed  by  the  American  Medi- 
cal Association,  would  not  this  detachment  of  women  working 
apparently  independently,  be  a  source  of  confusion  and  mis- 
understanding? How  could  one  be  sure  that  work  would 
not  be  duplicated  with  inevitable  friction  and  misunderstand- 
ing? I  know  so  little  of  the  details  of  this  present  organiza- 
tion that  my  opinion  may  be  valueless,  hut  I  see  nothing  to 
indicate  oooperatiou  or  definite  superviiiiion.  In  organizing 
the  Ked  Cross  enrullnuMit  of  nurses  and  in  planning  for  the 
rural  nursing,  it  has  always  seemed  most  important  to  me  to 
have  the  advice  and  support  of  physicians.  In  the  same  way, 
I  can  scarcely  imagine  the  organization  of  courses  on  home 
nursing  without  the  cooperation  and  interest  of  nurses. 

We  can  scarcely  compare  the  couditions  in  this  country 
with  those  in  France.  The  training  given  their  nurses  ia 
most  inadequate. 

In  the  written  schedule  of  work  I  am  in  doubt  whether 
the  term  "nurse"  refers  to  graduates  or  to  members  of  the 
women^s  detachments.  If  the  latter*  I  am  wondt^ring  how  it 
will  be  possible  to  teach  aseptic  surgical  technique  in  the  time 
allowed  for  First  Aid  and  home  luirsing.  I  do  not  mean  to 
make  ditficulties.  I  am  sure  you  will  believe  this,  but  think- 
ing only  of  the  ultimate  good,  my  mind  is  ftllcd  with  doubt.s 
and  misgivings.  I  have  spent  three  years  in  building  up  the 
Red  Cross  enrollment,  and  have  always  beJieved  that  the  suc- 
cess of  the  Hed  Cross  and  its  activities  depend*^  primarily 
upon  the  coordination  and  the  cooperation  of  all  its  depart- 
ments. 

Mias  Delano  brought  this  subject  before  the  American 
Nurses'  Convention  in  1912  and  on  November  14,  of  that  year, 
the  members  of  the  National  Committee  on  Nursing  disap- 
proved the  plan  of  a  separate  Wonicn-s  Detachment,  but  gave 
unqualified  approval  to  the  organization  of  classes  of  women  for 
instruction  in  First  Aid,  home  care  of  the  aic^  and  allied  sub- 
jects designed  to  aid  women  in  the  care  of  their  own  families, 
and  pledged  the  cnopKration  of  nurses  for  such  teaching.* 

It  was  Bubseqiunitly  agrc<»d  by  the  Red  Cross  that  indepen- 
dent Women's  Detachments  should  not  bo  organized ;  that 
classes  for  women  (except  those  in  First  Aid)  should  be 
directed  by  the  Nursing  Service  and  that  a  volunteer  service 

^Amtrioin  Journal  of  Surfing,  December,  1912, 
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of  women,  if  Buch  should  ever  be  required  in  war,  should  be 
Qnder  the  direction  of  the  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service. 

The  classes  for  women  in  Home  Care  of  the  Sick  and  Home 
Hygiene,  which  later  developed  widely,  thus  partly  arose  from 
the  relinquished  plan  of  Women's  Detachmeuts.  With  the 
tlirentcned  warfare  of  the  Mexican  border,  li)l(),  and  the  estab- 
lishment of  base  hospitals  there,  the  National  Committee  on 
Red  Cross  Nursing  Service,  at  a  special  meeting  during  the 
Convention  of  the  American  Nurses'  Association  at  New 
Orleans,  11*10,  had  agreed  that  the  nurses'  aides,  if  needed, 
should  be  a  responsibility  of  the  nursing  profession,  which  they 
would  not  evade,  provided  that  their  teaching  and  duties  were 
justly  defined  in  relation  to  the  actual  care  of  the  sick, 

"Volunteer  nurses'  aides"  were,  in  fact,  called  for  in  1916 
and  their  status  was  thus  denned  by  Colonel  Jef  erson  Randolph 
Keua,  Director  of  Military  Relief : 

Volunteer  Nurses^  Aide^.  Provision  has  been  made  for  the 
assignment  to  our  base  hospital  units  of  a  limiled  number  of 
women  who  are  not  nurses  by  profession.  They  will  serve 
without  pay  but  may  be  furnished  with  transportation,  lodg- 
ing and  Hubsistencc.  wlinn  the  unit  to  which  tlipy  are  attached 
is  called  into  active  service.  Nurses'  aides  will  be  prepared 
for  duty  under  the  supervision  of  the  nurt-ing  service  of  the 
Red  Cross  and  will  be  required  to  take  at  least  the  course 
of  instruction  in  Elementary  Hygiene  and  Home  Care  of  the 
Sick  and  pass  a  i^atisfiu-tory  examination  in  the  same.  It  is 
alfio  ilesirable  that  they  take  such  other  courses  of  instruction 
as  may  be  provided  by  the  Red  Cross.  The  chief  nurse  of  the 
base  hospital  unit  will  be  respoubihle  for  the  selection  of 
all  nurses'  aides  attached  to  her  unit  and  will,  if  necessary, 
arrange  for  their  instruction.  When  railed  into  service  they 
will  serve  under  the  direction  of  the  chief  nurse  of  the  unit.^ 

To  this  explanation  Miss  Delano  added : 

Practical  experience  as  nurses  or  partial  training  as  such 
cannot  be  accepted  in  lieu  of  our  course  in  Elementary 
Hygiene  and  Home  Care  of  the  Sick,  as  one  of  the  chief  ad- 
vantages of  this  instruction  given  by  a  Red  Cross  nurse  is  to 
enable  the  Red  Cross  by  observation  to  judge  of  the  qualifica- 
tion of  those  taking  the  course  and  their  probable  fitness  for 
service. 

:'Ulu  DeUno  in  Amcricon  Journal  of  yursing,  September,  1916. 
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While  most  lay  women  voluBteering  for  service  imagine 
themselves  giving  aid  on  the  hattlefiolds,  as  a  matter  of  fact 
tht7  will  not  be  upsi>,'ncd  tn  duty  witliin  the  zone  of  military 
operations.  Their  diicf  ypliore  of  UHufidnoss  will  be  in  supply 
rooiu«,  linen  rooms,  diet  kitchens,  laundries  and  the  wards 
of  base  hospitals  located  considerably  in  the  rear  of  military 
operations.  Assignments  to  duty  both  of  nurses  and  nurses' 
aides  will,  in  all  cases,  be  made  through  the  Ked  Cross  Head- 
quarters, Washington,  D.  C.  .  ,  * 

As  the  orgjmization  of  Ked  Cross  base  hospitals  progressed, 
the  National  Committee  on  J{cd  Cross  Xursing  Service,  at  a 
meeting  held  in  New  Orleans  in  April,  10 H>,  recommended  that 
practical  instruction  for  nurses'  aides  be  limited  to  seventy-two 
hours  a  month,  for  three  hours  daily  in  the  morning  in  consecu- 
tive days,  Sundays  and  holidays  excepted.  This  training  was 
optional  with  the  parent  hospital  authorities  and  these  volun- 
teer aides  formed  no  part  of  the  civilian  hospital  stalf  except 
when  as  a  base  hospital  unit  they  were  called  into  active 
service.  The  following  guide  to  practical  instruction  which 
was  prepared  by  Miss  Noyes  as  one  of  her  first  duties  in  the 
Nursing  Service  in  September,  1917,  was  recommended  by  the 
National  Committee: 

Service  in  Wards:  Sweeping  and  dusting;  cleaning  lavatory       | 
utensils;  rJeaning.  airing  and  making  beds;  care  of  soiled        ' 
linen;  care  of  olean  liiifu,  hlanlvftiJ,  rubber  gmids;  serv- 
ing trays,  feeding  helpless  patients;  serving  water  and 
nourishments;  washing  nourishment  dishes;  preparing 
patients  for  the  night ;  c.iare  of  heads;  bed  baths. 

Service  in  Surgical  Supply  Room:  Preparation  of  surgical 
dressings,  mending  rubber  gloves;  preparation  of  goods 
for  sterilization.  j 

Servi(;e  in   Central   Linen  Room:  Folding,  ejcamining  and        ' 
stacking  linen;  sewing  on  buttons,  tapes;  assisting  with 
exchanges. 

Service  in  Connection  with  Operating-Boom:  Assorting  and 

folding  linen;  dusting  and  cleaning;  cleaning  rubber  ^^ 
gloves  and  instruments ;  admission  to  oi)eration6  not  '^B 
approved.  ^^ 

Service  in  Diet  Kitchen,  Sewing  Hooms  and  Laundry  may  be  I 
arranged  for  such  nurses'  aides  as  have  indicated  special  i 
preference  for  work  in  these  departments. 

Additional  Suggestions.  Careful  rwords  as  to  hours  and 
duties  performed,  interest  displayed  and  attitude  toward 
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the  service  should  be  kept.  As  service  with  a  base  hos- 
pital in  time  of  war  is  a  serious  one,  it  is  important  that 
the  aides  elected  to  accompany  euch  should  be  women 
of  dignity  and  purpose.  In  order  to  maintain  interest, 
the  practical  work  may  be  repeated  eadi  year.  Confer- 
ences  with  appropriate  talks  or  lectures  might  be  held 
during  the  interval  between  practice  periods.  Permanent 
vacancies  which  may  occur  should  l>e  filled  from  the  re- 
serve list  and  under  these  circumstances  the  muster  roll 
may  be  signed  by  card. 

When  the  United  States  catered  the  World  War  the  National 
Committee  on  Red  Cross  IS^ursing  Service  on  April  28,  1917: 
"recomraende<l  that  courses  i]i  practical  work  for  lay  women 
shall  l)e  giv<Mi  in  }io8f>itals  selected  by  the  N^ursing  Service  and 
that  sucii  courscH  ahull  he  on  the  same  basis  as  planned  in 
eonnectiou  with  base  hospitals"  and  the  following  regulations 
were  agreed  upon: 

The  term  '*Eed  Cross  nurses'  aide"  is  applied  to  those 
women  who  have  voluntarily  pledgeil  themselves  to  service 
after  meeting  the  following  definite  requirements  of  the  Bed 
Cross : 

First :  The  satisfactory  completion  of  the  course  in  Elemen- 
tary Ilvgiene  and  Ilome  Care  of  the  Sick,  authorized  by  the 
Red  Cross  (A.  H.  C.  704). 

Second:  Selection  for  service  and  eight  hours  daily  of 
practical  hospital  experience  for  one  month  (this  was  later 
extended)  in  a  hospital  authorized  by  the  Ked  Cross. 

Selection 
Women  who  have  had  the  course  in  Elementary  Hygiene 
and  Home  Care  of  the  Sick  may  be  recommended  for  service 
as  nurses'  aides  bj'  the  chief  nurne  of  a  base  hospital  unit, 
by  the  superintendent  of  the  training  school  of  the  hospital 
around  which  a  unit  may  have  been  organized,  or  by  a  Di- 
vision Director  of  Nursing.  The  Dual  decision  rests  witli  the 
Department  of  Nursing,  American  Red  Cross,  Washingtou, 
D.  C. 

Qualifications  for  Service 

1.  Age.     Preferably  between   twenty-five  and  thirty-five. 

2.  Freedom  from  home  ties  which  might  interfere  with 
uninterrupted  sennce.  Unmurried  women  ov  widows  will  b** 
given  preference  in  assignment  to  duty. 

3.  Satisfactory  physical  condition. 
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4.  Adequate  education  and  eredeutials. 

6.  Special  fitne^*?  for  such  work. 

Exceptions  to  t!ieBi?  general  requirements  may  be  made 
by  the  Dei)artment  of  Nursing  in  the  case  of  candidates  pos- 
eeesing  special  qualitioationB.^ 

In  midsummer,  1918,  the  directions  relative  to  nuraes*  aides 
were  sent  out  by  the  Department  of  Nursing  as  shown  in  the 
following  letters: 

August  16,  1918. 
To  All  Division  Directors  of  Nursing, 

From        Director,  Department  of  Nur8iug, 
Subject:  Plating  Xurses'  Aides  in  Service. 

It  has  been  decide<I  by  the  War  Council  that  the  Red  CroBB 
should,  through  its  Divisional  officers,  undertake  at  once  the 
training  of  a  sulhcient  nuniher  of  nurses'  aides  to  meet  the 
needs  of  the  Ked  Cross  in  Europe.  This  personnel  is  not 
intended  in  any  way  for  service  in  niilitjiry  hospitals,  but  to 
supplement  the  work  now  being  carried  on  abroad  in  the  care 
of  refugees,  infant  welfare  work,  and  similar  activities  con- 
ducted under  the  auspices  of  the  Red  Cross. 

The  assignment  of  nurses*  aides  as  provided  for  in  this 
letter  and  the  accompanying  instructions  must  in  no  way 
interfere  with  the  enrolling  of  Red  Cross  nurses  for  service 
under  the  Army  and  Navy,  or  under  the  Rod  Cross.  The 
War  Department  has  asked  us  to  increase  our  assignments  of 
nurses  to  one  thousand  a  week,  and  it  is  most  urgent  that 
the  greatest  effort  be  direi-tcd  to  meet  this  requirement. 

Each  Division  Director  of  Nursing  sliould  arrange  imme* 
diately  to  recommend  two  hospitals  located  in  the  Divigion, 
to  be  selected  as  schools  for  instructing  applicants  for  this 
work.  In  making  this  recommendation  it  is.  of  course,  essen- 
tial that  you  consult  and  secure  the  approval  of  your  Division 
manager.  In  order  to  avoid  duplication  of  work,  it  is  sug* 
gested  that  hospitals  at  which  this  experience  is  now  given, 
be  recommended.  Only  hospitals  having  training  schools  for 
nurses,  which  are  on  the  accredited  list  with  the  State  Boards 
of  Registration  and  are  in  other  respects  acceptable,  will  be 
consiclered.  If  necessary,  in  order  to  roach  a  conclusion, 
final  decision  in  the  selection  of  the  hospitals  where  this 
experience  is  to  be  gjven  may  be  requested  from  National 
Headquarters. 

You  should  secure  the  service  of  a  capable  lay  woman  and 
any  necessary  additional  assistants  (also  lay  women),  to  assist 
'A,  n.  C.  707.  InBtructlons  fur  Kuriea*  Aitlea. 
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you  in  the  supervision  of  the  fielection  of  nurses'  aides.  It 
it  ifl  expected  tJiat  nurses'  nides  will  he  recruited  largely  from 
women  who  have  taken  tl»o  Ked  Cross  course  in  Home  Care 
of  the  Sick.  A  part  of  this  assistant's  duties,  therefore,  could 
include  tlie  development  and  stimulation  of  interest  in  this 
instruction  course. 

In  each  of  the  two  hospitals  in  your  Division,  there  should 
be  under  instruction  continuously  twenty-live  selected  can- 
didates for  nurses'  aides.  Only  women  should  be  selected 
for  such  experience  ns  give  promise  of  being  desirable  for 
assignment,  and  otherwise  meet  the  requirements  prescribed. 

The  accompanying  instructions  for  the  Division  Bureau  of 
Xursing  provide  the  necessary  protxnlure  for  recruiting  and 
BUjHTvij^ing  the   instruction  of  candidates. 

After  receiving  the  required  hospital  exi)enencc!,  candidates 
will  he  enrolled  for  foreign  service  under  tlie  direction  of  the 
Division  Bureau  of  Nursing  and  the  Divi-:ion  Bureau  of 
Personnel  will  participate  in  the  enroHniciit  and  assignment 
of  nurses'  aides  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  accompanying 
instructions. 

Ten  copies  of  the  **'Memorandum  Routine  for  Placing 
Nurses'  Aides  in  Service''  are  forwarded  herewith  and  an 
initial  supply  of  forms  is  being  forwarded  by  express  to  the 
Division  ohice.  A  complete  copy  of  the  Routine  should  be 
transmitted  immeiliately  to  the  Division  Bureau  of  Personnel. 
Very  truly  yours, 

(signed)  Jane  A.  Delano, 
Director,  Department  of  Nursing. 
Approved:  G.  E.  Scott, 

Acting  General  Manager. 

August  29,  1918. 
To  Division  Directors  of  Nursing. 

In  my  letter  of  August  G,  I  stated  that  the  War  Council 
desired  the  selection  of  two  hospitals  in  each  Division  to  give 
practical  experience  to  women  who  have  had  our  course  of 
instruction  in  Homo  Care  of  the  Sick  and  who  are  willing 
to  accept  service  as  needed.  I  realized  that  there  might  be 
difficulty  in  securing  the  admission  of  twenty-five  pupils  to 
each  of  two  hospitals,  and  that  it  would  probably  be  easier 
to  use  a  larger  number  of  hospitals,  admitting  fewer  pupils. 
The  decision  in  regard  to  two  hospitals  was,  however,  based 
on  a  request  from  the  Surgeon  General's  office.  Satisfactory 
arrangements  have  recently  been  made  to  allow  for  a  change 
of  plan,  leaving  the  Dinsion  Directors  of  Nursing,  in  con- 
sultation with  the  Division  managers,  free  to  make  such 
selections  of  hospitals  as  they  tliink  most  desirable,  without 
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reference  to  the  number  of  hospitals  admitting  pupiU.  It  is, 
however,  understood  that  fifty  women  will  be  admitted  each 
month  for  the  required  pericwj  of  hospital  experience,  making 
six  hundred  women  to  be  prepared  aa  nuryes*  aides  each  year 
in  your  Division.  While  the  Hed  Cross  wishes  to  have  this 
number  available  for  ftervice  through  the  Division  ollices, 
it  is  impossible  to  guarantee  assignment  to  duty. 

As  they  will  be  used  for  service  abroad  under  the  auspices 
of  the  American  Red  Cross,  largely  in  France,  they  should 
have  a  conversational  knowledge  of  French.  It  is,  therefore, 
suggested  that  as  far  as  poHSible  a  tentative  selection  of  de- 
sirable women  be  made,  even  before  they  begin  the  course  of 
instruction  in  Home  Care  of  the  Sick,  and  that  they  be 
urged  to  review  and  perfect  their  knowledge  of  French  in 
order  that  they  may  he  eligible  for  admission  to  the  hospitals 
for  practical  experience,  ujion  Iho  completion  of  the  course 
in  Home  Care  of  the  Sick.  It  is  the  desire  of  the  Surgeon 
Generars  office  that  wc  shdiild  admit  fur  practical  experience 
in  hospitals  only  such  women  as  have  a  conversational  knowl- 
edge of  French. 

Yours  very  truly, 

(signed)  Janb  A.  Delano, 
Director,  Department  of  Nursing. 

The  orders  coming  from  tho  War  Department  rogarding 
nurses'  aides  were  variable.  Aides  were  first  called  for,  then 
countcrmaudedf  then  called  for  again.  They  were  not,  how- 
ever, in  the  end  placed  in  military  service  through  regular 
channels  either  at  home  or  abroad.  When  tho  Red  Cross 
organized  its  extensive  civilian  relief  flcrvieo  in  France,  many 
aides  served  there  as  8(H»retaries,  interpreters,  friendly  visitors, 
etc.,  with  groat  acceptability.  In  all,  up  to  July  1,  11)18, 
fifteen  hundred  nurses*  aides  enrolled  and  wert*  assigned  to 
active  duty  with  tho  Ked  Cross.  Their  motives  and  spirit  were 
excellent  and  as  most  of  them  spoke  French  and  were  gently 
reared  women  of  social  tact,  their  usefulness  was  often  very 
great. 

As  the  cantonments  of  the  United  States  were  developed,  a 
tide  of  popular  emotional  demand  for  volunteer  "nurses,"  with 
a  short  course  training,  made  itself  felt  and  was  difficult  to 
stem.  It  was  finally  counteracted  by  tho  plan  for  an  Army 
School  of  Nursing  to  be  described  in  another  section. 

After  protracted  conference  with  tlie  Surgeon  Gener»rs  nliice 
during  the  early  summer  of  IDIS,  the  lied  Cross  Nursing 
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Service  made  an  attempt  to  organize  a  group  of  Reconstruction 
tides,  women  especially  trained  to  give  remedial  exercises, 
eitlicr  in  physio-  or  occupational  therapy,  preacribod  for  the 
ore  of  patients  in  hospitals  and  other  sanitary  formations  of 
the  Army.  Lists  of  nurses  expert,  in  tliis  specialized  work 
were  first  collected  by  Miss  Noye-a.  A  tentative  plan  of  the 
Red  Cross  embra<!t»d  the  training  of  (college  wonu-n  in  tlicsc 
branches.  Josephine  Saunders,  of  New  York,  was  finally 
firen  an  app<">intnient  in  the  Surgeon  GeneraPa  office  to  develop 
these  gronps  entirely  within  the  War  Department,  but  the  Red 
Cross  cooperated  with  the  Army  in  mobilizing  them,  as  is 
shown  in  the  following  description  of  these  aides  and  their  field 
of  work: 

At  a  meeting  of  the  War  Council  liH»l  June  27.  1918,  the 
following  vote  was  passed  and  comniuni(.'atcd  to  Miss  Delano: 

VOTED:  That  Appropriation  No. for  the  purchase  of 

equipment,  including  uniforniF  for  the  outfitting 
of  nurpt's  be,  and  it  is  herewith  amended  to  cover 
Recoiiistrui'tion  aides  (feamk')  whu  are  being  or- 
dered for  eservice  overseuH  by  tjie  Surgeon  General's 
ottiee,  with  the  understnndiug  that  the  Director  of 
the  Department  of  Nursing  sliall  confer  with  the 
Office  of  the  Surgeon  <.lenerftl  of  the  Army  as  to  the 
necessary  uniform  ami  equipment. 

The  War  Department  wrote  to  Miss  Noycs : 

I  am  enclosing  a  circular  sent  to  Reconstruction  aides  re- 
garding overseas  and  domestic  equipment.  Please  let  me 
know  if  this  meets  with  your  approval. 

1  am  having  mimeographwl  a  signed  authorization  without 
which  no  aide  should  be  allowed  to  purchase  equipment  at 
cost  from  the  Red  Cross. 

(signed)   Fiunk  B.  Granger. 

Through  tlie  Bureau  of  Nurses*  Equipment  in  New  York  City, 
the  Red  Cross  furnished  complete  equipment  free  of  charge  to 
Reconstmction  aides  assigiied  overseas  and  supplied  ward  uni- 
forms at  cost  to  aides  employed  in  Army  hospitals  in  this 
oount^^^ 

Leaders  and  assistants  in  recreational  therapy,  a  highly 
'rl  and  specialized  form  of  aid  to  invalided  soldiers,  had 
tn  up  the  entrance  to  a  field  in  ^vhich  the  Red  Cross  antici- 
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pated  developing  an  extensive  and  useful  service.  These  pinna 
were^  however,  terminated  with  the  Armistice  and  subsequent 
reconstruction  of  the  Army  hospitals. 

On  April  23,  1017,  tlie  Ked  Cross  Committee  on  Nursing 
Service  considered  the  whole  aspect  of  the  public  health  n\irsiug 
service  in  its  relation  to  the  war  and  at  subseciucut  meetings 
throughout  1017,  the  exemption  of  public  health  nurses  from 
military  service  always  called  forth  lively  discussion.  A  sub- 
committee of  the  National  Committee  on  Red  Cross  Nursing 
Service  was  accordingly  appointed,  which  recommended  a  plan 
by  which  various  groups  of  nurses  then  performing  esseutial 
service  were  placed  in  a  Special  Service  group. 

There  were  already  certain  groups  of  nurses  w^ho  were  re- 
garded by  the  Red  Cmss  as  exempt  from  active  military  duty, 
i.e.,  thow!  at  Red  Cross  Headquarters  and  in  Division  offices; 
Chapter  supervisors;  members  of  the  Red  Cross  State  and  Local 
committees;  members  of  the  Red  Cross  Town  and  Country 
Nursing  Service,  and  tliose  holding  important  positions  in 
hospital"},  training  schools  and  public  health  organizations. 

The  Special  Service  group  as  now  defined  gave  public  bciilth 
nurses,  as  well  as  those  serving  in  hospitals,  a  recognition  simi- 
lar to  that  accorded  the  nurses  who  enrolled  fur  war  nursing. 
Such  recognition  had  betMi  asked  for  by  the  sulx^omnuttee  on 
Public  Health  Nursing  of  the  Council  of  National  Defense 
(Aliss  Beard's  committ*^),  on  May  28  when  it  recommended  to 
the  Committee  on  Hygiene  and  Sanitation  the  advisability  of 
seeking  to  obtain^  from  the  Council  of  National  Defense,  a 
"pronouncement"  recognizing  public  health  nursing  as  a  war 
service. 

Brief  extracts  from  the  correspondence  between  Miss  Delano 
and  Wiss  Beard  give  the  clearest  statements  of  this  special  enroll- 
ment.   Miss  Delano  wrote,  September  12,  1917: 

In  view  of  the  probable  demand  for  public  health  nurses 
for  work  in  the  zones  surrounding  the  military  cantonments 
and  possibly  for  public  health  work  in  France,  the  National 
Committee  on  Red  Cross  Xursing  Service  has  provided  for 
a  special  enrollment  of  public  health  nurses  exempting  them 
from  other  service,  as  has  alreaily  been  done  for  the  nurses 
enrolling  as  instructors. 

It  would  seem  desirable,  however,  that  a  communication  be 
sent  from  the  subcommittee  on  Public  Health  Nursing  or  the 
General  Medical  Board  of  the  Council  of  National  Defense^ 
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bringing  the  importance  of  this  service  to  the  public  health 
organizations*  attention,  and  urging  that  they  release  a  cer- 
tain pro})ortion  of  tlie  nurses  upon  their  staffs  for  enrollment 
with  the  Kcd  Cross  for  thin  service,  I  will  in  turn  communi- 
cate with  our  Local  Committees  authorizing  them  to  enroll 
nurses  for  this  special  service. 

In  response  to  this  letter  Miss  Beard  sent  to  the  various 
organizations  for  public  health  nursing  a  questionnaire,  and  an 
appeal,  in  which  she  said : 

So  pressing  is  the  immediate  need  for  carefully  selected 
nnr&es  for  public  liealth  duty  that  the  Red  Cross  has  asked 
this  committee  to  mm]  out  an  appeal  to  public  health  nurses 
to  enroll  in  a  special  class  exempted  from  all  other  service. 
This  does  not  mean  that  a  public  health  nurse  may  not  en- 
roll for  other  duty. 

It  will  be  a  high  mark  of  patriotism  to  serve  in  our  own 
country.  It  may  even  become  the  supreme  test  of  devotion 
to  remain  at  one's  regular  post  of  duty.  It  is  certain  tliat 
the  greatest  discrimination  must  he  exercised  in  the  "selective 
draft"'  in  order  tn  avoid  disrupting  or  seriously  depleting  the 
borne  work  while  providing,  from  tht>  already  inadequate 
ranks  of  public  licBlth  nursing,  our  full  proportionate  quota 
for  war  duty  wherever  needed. 

This  committee  urgently  requests  yon  to  answer  the  en- 
closed questionnaire  within  three  days  of  receipt  and  begs 
that  your  decision  be  made  in  the  light  of  the  nation's  two 
great  equal  needs,  i.e. :  first,  to  guard  the  health  uf  our  sol- 
diers and  sailors  and  those  of  our  allies;  second,  to  protect 
our  home  defenses  in  the  face  of  new  dangers  and  increased 
demands.* 


Tlie  regulations  framed  and  issued  by  the  Red  Cross  Nursing 
Service  in  regard  to  this  special  group  were  these: 

1.  A  nurse  shall  be  eligible  for  enrollment  in  the  Special 
Service  group,  providing  she  is  an  enroUcil  Hod  Cross  nurse, 
eligible  for  active  duty,  yet  holding  a  position  in  which  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Ked  Cross  she  is  more  valuable  at  present  than 

'A.  R.  C.  file,  September  15.  1017;  also  Reports  of  Miss  Ntitting'B 
onuttce.  The  qnoM  ionnaire  asked  for :  1 .  Name  of  or^nication. 
t.  Kanm  of  staff  mcmlKTn  indifiprnHn1)lc  loonlly.  .1.  Mt>nil>ors  who  could 
W  Risrvd  and  whtm  availabU'.  4.  Cliaraotpr  of  service  rt>nderG<l  by  each. 
A.  Najnea  of  mcrabors  then  in  active  duty  with  the  Red  Croaa.  6.  Name* 
•f  tboae  enrolled.  7.  Thnso  who  had  applied  for  enrollment.  8.  Thoee 
iatfiuUng  to  apply  for  enrollment. 
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in  war  service.     Nurses  physically  or  otherwise  disqualified j 
for  active  war  service  are  not  elitjiblp  for  this  rnrollment.  .  ,  « 

4.  A  committee  appointed  by  the  Division  Director,  Bureau 
of  Nursing  Service,  shall  act  upon  applications  and  shall 
issue  a  chevron  to  each  nurse  whose  application  has  heen 
approved. 

5.  The  nHUiPfi  of  nil  nurses  in  the  Special  Service  ^n^up 
will  be  forwarded  to  the  American  Ked  Cross,  Department  of 
Nursing,  at  Washington,  in  order  to  prevent  the  assignment 
of  these  nurses  to  active  war  service. 

6.  The  Special  Service  eiirollment  of  a  nurse  relates  to 
the  position  she  holds  at  the  time  the  chevron  is  issued.  If 
a  nurse  changes  her  position,  the  person,  organization  or  in- 
stitution which  employs  her  shall  immediately  inform  the 
Bureau  of  Nursing  of  the  change  of  status  and  shall  also  re- 
turn the  chevron.  Nothing  shall  prevent  the  filing  of  another 
application  should  the  nurse  assume  a  new  position  in  which 
Bhe  may  be  essential  to  a  community. 

Before  making  application  for  nurses  in  the  Special 
Service  group  which  entitles  them  to  the  chevron,  consider- 
ation ahould  be  given  to  adjustments  with  the  view  of  con- 
serving graduate  nurses,  i.e.: 

1»  For  utilization  off  student  nurses  wherever  possible 
for  positions  as  head  nurses,  social  service  and  visiting  nurses. 

2.  Consideration  of  other  assistants  to  graduate  nurses, 
such  as  Home  Defense  Nurse,  and  attendants. 

The  Special  Service  Chevron  is  to  he  issued  by  a  com- 
mittee ap()oiuted  by  the  Division  director  to  such  enrolled 
Bed  Cross  nurses  as  are  fit  for  active  service  but  are  fulfilling 
important  responsibilities  in  their  present  positions. 

After  tlie  committee  lias  granted  a  chevron  no  call  for 
active  military  service  will  he  sent  a  nurse,  without  consul 
tion  with  the  Board  by  whom  she  is  employed.  By  establis 
ing  this  "Chevron  Service'*  the  Red  Cross  hopes  to  give 
nurses  and  organizations  a  freedom  to  develop  the  most  im- 
portant teaching  in  training  schools  and  in  public  health 
centers  in  order  to  conserve  the  health  of  our  own  i-ountry. 

If  a  nurse  is  not  physically  fit  for  active  service  or  has 
personal  responsibilities  that  make  it  impossible  that  she 
should  go,  she  should  apply  for  enrollment  in  the  Home 
Defense, 

The  form  of  the  letter  sent  by  the  Department  of  Nursing  to 
public  health  associations  was: 

In  view  of  the  very  great  demands  for  nurses  for  military 
service  and  considering  the  many  nurses  disqualified  for  this 
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service,  the  committee  respectfully  recommend  that  every 
inetitDtion  prepare  now  to  meet  the  even  greater  need  in  the 
future  and  wherever  popjsible,  a  nurse  eligible  for  military 
service  and  now  exempt  from  such  service  be  aubatitutod  by 
one  who  is  not  qualitied  for  such  service.  Our  nursing  re- 
sources being  limited  guch  readjustments  will  be  absolutely 
necessary. 

With  the  assurances  that  the  Department  of  Nursing  of 
the  American  Ked  Crot;s  has  the  interest  of  your  iustitution 
at  heart,  1  beg  to  remain, 

Very  truly  yours, 

(signed)  Jake  A.  Delano, 
Director,  Department  of  Nursing. 

The  form  of  the  letters  sent  to  nurses  entering  the  special 
service  group  was: 

Upon  the  recommendation 

you  have  been  placed  in  the  Special  Service  group  of  the 
American  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service  and  you  are  temporarily 
exempt  from  active  military-  service.  You  are  hereby  privi- 
lege<l  to  wear  the  enclosed  chevron  until  such  time  as  you  are 
released  for  active  service. 

With  good  wishes  for  the  success  of  your  present  work; 
lam, 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

(signed)  Jane  A.  Delano, 
Director,  Nursing  Service.** 

The  form  of  the  letter  sent  to  nurses  eligible  for  a  special 
iBTvice  chevron  was: 

I  note  that  you  are  holding  an  important  position  at  present 
and  since  it  is  the  wish  of  the  Nursing  Service  of  the  Ameri- 
can Red  Cross  to  disturb  as  little  as  possible  the  work  of 
organizations  such  as  yours,  1  am  writing  to  learn  if  it  is 
your  wish  to  be  considered  for  exemption  from  active  mili- 
tary service  at  present  ? 

We  wish  to  aspociate  all  our  good  nurses  definitely  with 
the  American  Red  Cross  and  are  therefore  placing  nurses 
holding  important  positions  in  a  Special  Service  group,  issu- 
ing to  them  a  chevron  to  wear  denoting  their  exemption  from 
active  military  service  temporarily. 

I  judge  from  your  application   that  this  is  your  desire 
»t  since  we  can  only  cotie^ider  such  requests  u[>ou  the  recom- 
^ndation  of  the  head  of  tlie  institution,  I  will  ask  you  to 
'Special  Serriee  group.  No.  6. 
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forward  the  eiiclnsed  to  jour  president.  When  this  blank 
is  properly  filkui  out  and  returned  to  us,  this  recommendation 
will  be  acted  upon  b>  the  Committee  on  Exemption  and  you 
will  be  dulj'  notified. 

The  Ited  Cross  assumes  that  the  president  of  every  institu- 
tion and  every  nurse  keeps  in  mind  the  fact  that  with  many 
nurses  disqualilied  for  military  service,  readjustments  must 
be  considered  whereby  every  nurse  eligible  for  active  military 
service  is  substituted  for  l)y  a  nurse  not  so  qualified. 

Awaiting  your  attention  to  this,  I  am, 
Sincerely  yours, 

(signed)  Jane  A.  Delano, 

Director,  Nursing  Service." 

An  interesting  example  of  the  response  met  by  these  letters  is 
the  answer  of  Archdeacon  Hudson  Stuck,  Fort  Yukon,  Alaska : 

September  18.  1918. 

...  In  accordance  with  your  suggestion   of  August   18 

addresscil  to  our  one  remaining  nurse,   Miss   N at  St. 

Stephen's  Hospital  at  this  place,  I  make  request  tliat  a  *'Spe- 
cial  Service  chevron"  be  granted  her. 

This  hospital,  located  a  mile  above  tlie  Arctic  Circle,  is  the 
only  place  where  medical  relief  can  be  obtained  in  something 
like  fifty  thousand  square  miles.  The  nearest  physician  up 
the  Yukon  is  at  Dawson,  three  hundred  fifty  miles  distant, 
Uie  nearest  one  down  the  river  is  at  the  Army  Post  Fort 
Gibbon,  another  three  hundred  and  fifty  miles  away.  And 
in  all  the  wide  winterland,  northward  to  the  Arctic  Ocean 
and  southward  to  Fairbanks,  there  is  no  nurse.  The  explorer 
Stefansson,  lying  ill  at  Herschel  Island,  had  himself  hauled 
four  hundred  miles  by  dog-sled  to  reach  our  little  institution. 

Miss  i\.  has  been  urged  by  her  conscience  and  by  some        i 
of  her  friends  to  give  herself  up  to  war  work.     She  would, 
however,  be  fortified   in  her  resolve  to  remain  here,  I   feel 
confident,  did  your  organization  distinguish  her  from  mere 
slackers  and  absentees  by  the  award  of  your  "Special  Service  ^y 
chevron."  m^ 

'  Another  special  group  mobilized  by  tho  Red  Cross  was  that  ^* 
of  the  Home  I)**fens<*  nurses.     The  most  important  details  of 
their  enrollment  plan  are  given: 

1.  Purposes  of  Enrollment: 

The  Red  Cross  Department  of  Nursing  recognizes  that  in 
every  community   there  are  graduate  nurses  who  for  some 

"8|»eci«l  Service  group,  No.  8. 
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reason  are  not  eligible  for  military  duty  but  who  are  able  to 
Tender  valuable  service  in  connection  with  emergencies,  in- 
cluding local  disaster,  all  forma  of  visiting  and  instructive 
nursing,  institutional  work,  and  as  instructors  in  Elenicntary 
Ilypieue  and  Home  Care  of  the  Sick.  A  Bpecial  onrfilhncnt 
for  such  nurses  has  been  authorized  with  the  desi^iatiou  of 
Home  Defense  nurse.  This  enrollment  is  not  iutctuled  for 
those  who  meet  the  regular  requirements  for  enrollment  as 
Bed  Cross  nurses. 

.  ,  .  Division  Bureaus  of  Nursing  have  the  responsibility 
for  the  enrollment  of  these  nurses. 

...  An  applicant  must  hold  a  diploma  from  an  accredited 
achool  of  nursing  ia  the  State  from  which  slu'  was  graduated 
and  be  a  member  of  the  American  Red  Cross,  and  able  to 
render  some  regular  service. 

,  ,  .  Approved  applicants  for  enrollment  will  receive  a 
membership  badge  with  a  bar  bearing  the  title  "Home  De- 
fense Xurgie,''  which  will  be  issuetl  by  the  Division  Director 
of  Nursing. 

.  .  .  Nurses  who  have  married  or  are  beyond  the  age  limit, 
physically  disqualified  or  otherwise  ineligible  for  military 
duty  or  other  active  service,  will  ho  enrolled  by  the  Hed  Cross 
Divit^ion  Department  of  Nursing  for  their  territory  under  the 
special  classification  of  Home  Defense  nurses. 

The  Bed  Cross  instituted  the  Home  Defense  nurses'  en- 
rollment because  it  believed  and  still  maintains  that  the 
skill  and  experience  of  every  woman  who  has  had  a  nurse's 
training  must  be  made  available  to  the  nation  in  some  direct 
way.  .  .  .'» 

Miaa  Delano  made  special  appeals  for  the  Home  Defense 

Service  and  her  prevision  was  bl)mo  out  by  the  experiences  of 

^Ihe  influenza   epidemic.      To   meet   that  emergency,  married, 

and  retired  nurses  came  forth  and,  aa  was  often  declared 

vr  «  Ked  Cross  lecturer,  Dr.  Thomas  E,  Green,  helped  greatly 

to  save  the  day. 

The  Army  School  of  Nursing,  though  not  originating  with 
^H  the  Ked  Cross,  was  a  prominent  feature  of  the  mobilization 
^Bof  Dorses  for  war  and  in  its  inception  and  growth  was  closely 
^^^■peu  together  with  the  processes  of  Red  Cross  enrollment  and 
^BlKfi^mcnt  for  scn*ice.  The  construrtire  idea  which  gave  rise 
^■to  the  Army  School  was  Miss  Goodrich's,  for  she  had  been 
"  Megatcd  b^  the  Surgeon  General  as  chief  inspecting  nurse, 
vitb  an  sMUtant,  also  a  nurse,  to  visit  and  inspect  nursing  in. 

■A.  R.  a  Form  405.  March,  lfll8. 
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the  cantonments.  Their  appointment  had  been  made  in  re- 
sponse to  a  recommendation  of  the  Committee  on  Nursing  uo-^l 
der  the  Council  of  National  IJefense  and  a  similar  proposition^^ 
offered  by  the  Hospital  Division  of  the  Medical  Department 
of  the  Council  of  National  Defense.  The  report  made  by  Miss 
Goodrich  after  the  inspection  included  these  words:  **rt  is 
therefore  recommended  that  an  Army  sch^xil  of  Nursing  be 
created  and  that  we  be  permitted  to  present  a  detailed  plan 
relating  to  the  same." 

The  rejK)rt  and  its  recommendations  wen^  eouflid(»red  at  a 
conference  of  Medical  and  Army  wfiieers  and  nurses,  the  latter 
being  Miss  Delano,  Miss  Thompson,  superint-endeni  of  the 
Army  Nurse  Corps,  Miss  Clayton,  preHident  of  the  National 
league  of  Nursing  Education,  Miss  Burgesg  and  Miss  Oood- 
ricJi.  Miss  Goodrich  suhinitted  full  plans  to  the  Surgeon  Gen- 
eral, March  24,  1018,  hut  for  reasons  of  space  only  a  part  of 
her  outline  can  be  here  given: 

A  plan  whereby  tlirough  an  Array  School  of  Nursing  the       || 
most  complete  nursing  care  may  bo  provided  for  the  pick  and 
wounded  soldiers  at  home  and  abroad,  for  the  jieriod  of  the 
war  and  for  as  long  thereafter  as  the  Govornment  may  de- 
cree. .  ,  . 

The  plan  to  provide  for  an  cany,  constant  and  almost  un- 
limited expangion  of  training  fields  and  consequent  increase 
in  student  and  graduate  nurses,  in  order  that  the  arising 
demands  of  the  service  may  be  fully  niet. 

Throu/jh  the  provision  of  the  student  body  to  have  in  the 
process  of  training  large  >n"oups  becoming  increasingly  compe- 
tent thereby  enabling  the  release  of  the  most  experienced 
nurses  fr>r  the  foreign  and  other  demanding  fields  without 
lowering  the  efficiency  of  the  Imse  hospitiils. 

To  raise  immediately  the  standard  of  the  nursing  care  of 
the  sick  in  the  btise  hospitals  by  tht>  provision  of  an  increased 
number  of  jwrsons  to  render  such  care. 

The  plan  as  presented  provides  that  the  school,  to  be  known 
as  the  Army  School  of  Nursing  sliall  be  located  in  the  otVice 
of  the  Surgeon  CJeneral.  Through  this  otTice  the  enrollment 
of  the  students  will  take  place  and  all  maltj»rs  relating 
to  the  general  management  of  the  school  shall  he  dealt  with. 
The  farulty  jiresided  over  Ity  the  dean  of  the  school  is  t<y 
determine  all  questions  relating  to  the  course  of  instruction; 
the  general  administration  of  the  school  being  entrusted  to 
the  dean.  It  is  suggested  that  an  Advisory  Council  be  ap- 
pointed composed  of  members  of  the  Medical  Department; 
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the  saperintendentfi  of  the  Army  and  Navy  Nurse  Corps; 
the  Director  of  the  Department  of  Nursing,  American  Red 
Cross;  the  presidents  of  the  American  Nurses'  Association, 
the  National  League  of  Nursing  Education  and  the  National 
Organization  for  Public  Health  Nursing;  the  dean  of  the 
school  of  nursing  and  other  members  of  the  nursing  pro- 
fession conversant  with  the  problems  of  nursing  education, 
to  make  recommendations  concerning  the  appointment  of  the 
faculty,  the  relations  between  the  military  and  civil  hospitals 
and  other  matters  relating  to  the  general  policy  of  the 
school. 

In  order  that  the  school  may  come  into  immediate  existence 
and  that  as  large  a  group  of  students  as  possible  may  be  ob- 
tained before  the  heat  of  the  summer,  the  committee  nmkes 
the  following  recommendations :  ( 1 )  The  immediate  appoint- 
ment of  a  dean  or  acting  dean  of  the  school.  (2)  Details. 
(3)  That  the  Ked  Cross  Department  of  Nursing  be  asked  to 
issue  to  those  who  have  successfully  completed  a  course  in 
Elementary  Hygiene  and  Home  Care  of  the  Sick  the  applica- 
tion blanks  and  announcement  in  order  that  should  these 
applicants  desire  to  enter  the  Army  School  of  Nursing  and 
should  they  meet  the  requirements  for  admission  they  may 
be  immediately  enrolled.  (4-5-6.  Details).  (7)  That  the 
dean  be  authorized  to  recommend  for  appointment  a  director, 
an  assistant  director,  a  full  time  instructor,  and  one  or  more 
part  time  instructors  in  addition  to  the  regular  nursing  staff 
of  each  base  hospital  selected  as  a  branch  of  the  school  of 
nursing. 

That  the  dean  be  authorized  to  confer  with  the  (•ommand- 
ing  officer  and  the  chiefs  of  the  medical  and  Kurgical  staffs 
of  such  base  hospitals  as  are  selected  concerning  the  ap- 
pointment of  medical  lecturers  and  instructors.  .  ,  . 

The  Secretary  of  War  approved  the  plan  on  May  24,  1918, 
and  the  Surgeon  General  apjwintcd  the  advisory  committee: 

War   Department 
Office  of  the  Surgeon  Genera! 
Washington. 

June  5,  1!)18. 
Office  Order  No.  53. 

The  Advis4'>ry  Council  of  the  Army  Scho<jI  of  Nurning  ifi 
hereby  appointed,  the  nicmhcrs  of  which  Hhall  be  as  follows: 
Colonel  W.  H.  Smith,  chairman;  (,'olonfl  (.'.  L.  Furbish; 
Colonel  W.  T.  I/^n^rcope;  Mi.s.-  M.  Adelaide  Nutting;  Miss 
Lillian  D.  Wald ;  Mi.-.s  Anna  C.  Maxwell;  th*;  superintendent 
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of  \hv  Army  Nurse  Corps;  the  superintendent  of  the  Navy 
Nurse  Ccirpa;  the  director  of  the  Deimrtmeiit  of  Nursing, 
American  Red  Cross;  the  president  of  the  Americnn  Nurses' 
Association  ;  the  president  of  the  National  League  of  Nursino^ 
Education;  the  president  of  the  National  Orpinization  for 
Public  Health  Nursing;  the  dean  of  tlie  Army  School  of 
Nursing. 

By  direction  of  the  Surgeon  General, 

(signed)  C.  L.  Frnnusn, 
Colonel,  Medical  Corps,  N.  A. 

At  its  second  meeting,  February,  1010,  the  advisory  council 
recommended  placing  the  school  on  a  permanent  foundation  by 
Act  of  Congress  and  submitted  this  their  resolution,  together 
with  an  outline  draft  of  a  suitable  act,  to  the  Surgeon  General 
for  his  approval.  Miss  Delano,  ^liss  Goodrich  and  Miss 
Thompson  were  appointed  a  committee  of  three  to  present  the 
plan  for  the  proposed  school,  but  its  outline  and  details  as 
completed  followed  Miss  Goodrich's  suggestions. 

The  Army  School  of  Xursing  was  made  a  Division  in  the 
Surgeon  General's  office.  On  Muy  27,  lOlS,  Miss  Goodrich 
was  placed  at  its  head  with  the  title  of  Dean  and  was  directly 
responsible  to  the  Hospital  Division. 

In  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  on  Nursing,  Council  of  Na- 
tional Defense,  Septeniber,  lOlS,  it  was  dwided  "that  a  com- 
mittee \h*  apiwintwl  by  the  chair  ti)  develop  a  pn»gram  for  the 
participation  of  the  civilian  hospitals  in  the  training  of  pupil 
nurses  or  hospital  assistants  for  army  service  in  affiliation  with 
the  Army  School  of  Xursing."  The  members  of  this  oimmittcMS 
were:  Jane  A.  Delano,  Annie  W.  G<x)drich,  Lillian  Clayton, 
Ella  P.  Crandall,  Dr.  S.  S.  Goldwater,  Colonel  W.  IT.  Smith. 

The  first  meeting  was  held  on  September  20,  1018,  and  the 
minutes  for  that  meeting  embody  the  coordination  plans  ar- 
rived at  between  the  ]?ed  Cross  and  the  school.  From  them 
have  been  taken  only  those  details  which  illustrate  this  adjust- 
ment for  smooth  working  and  the  avoidance  of  duplication; 

Minutes  of  the  Special  Committee 

Appointed  to  develop  a  program  for  participation  in  civilian 
hospitals  in  the  training  of  pupil  nurses  or  honpilal  aspistajitii 
for  Army  Service  in  affiliation  with  the  Army  *School  of 
Nursing.  Council  of  National  Defense,  Washington,  U,  C, 
10;30  A.  M, 
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September  20,  1918. 

The  chairman  state  J  the  purpose  of  tlie  meeting  and  asked 
for  suggestions  from  those  iu  attendauce.  Upon  request. 
Miss  Goodrich,  Dean  of  the  Army  School  of  Nursing,  pre- 
sented a  suggestive  plan  of  affiliation  of  civilian  schools  with 
the  Army  School  of  Nursing.  .  ,  ,  Miss  Delano  urged  the 
importance  of  enrolhiig  alliliated  students  for  military  duty 
through  the  Hed  Cross  only  and  not  directly  into  the  Army 
Nurse  Corps  in  order  to  secure  n  permanent  registration  of 
future  nursing  forces;  she  also  urged  the  enrollment  in  the 
lied  Cross  of  all  senior  classes  pending  graduation,  subject 
of  course,  to  the  individuals  who  wish  to  be  enrolled. 

Miss  Delano  raised  the  question  of  enrolling  hospital  as- 
sistants through  the  Red  (.Voss.  While  this  matter  was  gen- 
erally felt  not  to  be  pertinent  to  the  main  issue  and  should 
therefore  be  left  for  consideration  with  other  details  of  de- 
velopment, the  chairman  ruled  that  in  the  absence  of  ob- 
jections, Miss  Delano's  urgent  request  for  its  consideration 
at  this  time  would  be  granted. 

Dr.  Ooldwater  moved  as  followH :  "Resolved  that  civil  hos- 
pitals which  have  the  necessary  facilities  be  encouraged  to 
arrange  for  the  training  and  use  of  hospital  assistants  accord- 
ing to  the  plan  and  qualilications  of  the  Army  School  of  Nurs- 
ing that  such  hospital  assistants  should  be  enrolled  through 
the  American  Red  Cross  with  the  understanding  that  they 
will  accept  service  as  required  either  in  hospitals  in  M'hich 
they  are  trained,  with  the  American  Red  Cross,  or  in  the 
Army  Hospitals/'  The  motion  m'hs  seconded  by  Miss  Nutting 
and  carried  unanimously. 

5Iiss  Delano  moved  that  the  students  in  schools  for  nurses 
contemplating  affiliating  with  the  Army  School  of  Nursing 
be  given  an  opportimity  to  enroll  as  Red  Cross  Student 
Nurses,  such  enrollment  to  constitute  graduate  enrollment 
upon  completion  of  this  course,  and  the  recommendation  of 
the  dean  of  the  Army  hospitals.  The  motion  was  seconded 
by  Miss  Nutting  and  carried. 

Miss  Nutting  made  the  following  motion  :  "Having  heard 
from  approximately  three  hundred  training  schools  of  the 
conntry  and  approximately  two  hundred  having  expressed  a 
desire  to  affiliate  with  the  Army  school,  this  i-ommittee  ap- 
prove* in  general  the  plan  of  afRliation  as  presented  by  Miss 
Goodrich,  Dean  of  the  Army  School  of  Nursing,  with  the 
understanding  that  it  is  subjei't  to  further  modifications  as 
later  experience  may  make  advisable."  The  motion  was 
seconded  by  Miss  Clayton  and  carried. 
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To  provide  for  the  public  health  nursing  iufltruction  of  stu- 
dents of  tiic  Army  sehoiil  at  HcMiry  Street  Settleineiil,  Nt'W 
York  City,  the  lied  Cross  through  the  New  York  Conuty  Chap- 
ter contributed  $40,000  for  euch  of  the  school  years  of  1019 
and  1920.  A  provision  of  $00(»0  was  also  made  by  the  Ameri- 
can  Red  Cross  in  San  Francisco  with  the  University  of  Cali- 
fornia for  the  Amiy  School  at  Letterniun  General  HoHpital. 
The  full  details  of  these  gifts  are  found  tu  tlie  Annual  Report 
of  the  American  Red  Cross  for  the  year  ended  June  30, 
1921. 

In  compliance  with  a  request  from  the  Surgeon  General 
of  the  U.  8.  Army,  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  American 
Red  Cro88  on  January  KJ,  VJ21,  authorized  the  chairman  to 
make  availahio  for  the  New  York  County  Chapter  funds  not 
to  exeee<l  $40,000,  or  such  part  thereof  as  nii^lit  be  necessary 
to  cover  assistance  through  the  New  York  County  Chapter 
to  nurses  in  the  Army  School  of  Nursing  taking  the  course 
in  public  health  nurning  at  the  Hour)'  Street  Settlement  and 
Teachers  College,  New  York  City.  This  was  in  continuation 
of  aflsistunce  which  hail  been  givcu  througli  the  same  channel 
and  under  tlie  same  conditions  during  the  previous  year  and 
was  to  come,  if  feasible,  from  funds  which  had  been  set  aside 
by  the  National  Orgauization  for  financing  the  work  of  the 
New  York  County  Chapter  by  special  arrangements  with  this 
Chapter.  Up  to  December,  1920,  eighty  students  had  taken 
the  course,  and  seventy-nine  more  to  June,  li>51. 

Schnlarships  amounting  to  $(>000  for  191!)-20  were  given 
to  Major  Julia  ('.  Stimson.  Dean  of  the  Army  Nurse  Corps 
to  be  nped  for  thirty  students  of  the  Army  School  of  Nursing 
at  the  Ijetterman  (ieneral  Hospital  for  incidental  expenses 
in  connection  with  the  course  in  public  health  nursing  at  the 
University  of  California;  $2250  were  given  in  March,  1921, 
and  $2280  in  August,  1921,  for  the  same  purpose. 


The  Army  whool  had  an  immcdiato  and  pronounced  sno- 
cesa.  The  foremost  civilian  training  schools  for  nurses  affiliated 
with  it  and  by  the  date  of  the  Armistice,  it  had  10f>9  students 
on  duty  in  twenty-five  hospitals,  567  more  awaiting  assign- 
ment and  a  total  of  10,089  applications  filed.  One  of  the 
vahied  pieces  of  work  accomplished  by  the  IJcd  Cross  Bureau 
of  Information  for  Nurses,  established  during  demobili/.ation, 
was  to  refer  to  civilian  schools  of  nursing  these  507  accepted 
candidate's  for  the  Anuy  school. 
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Following   the    plans   for   the    coutinuance    of   the    Army 
lool,**  it  was  mailo  a  permanent  school  in  July,  IVIlO,  and 
iss  Goodrich  then  rtrtnrned  to  her  work  at  Teachers  College. 
She  was  succeeded  by  Julia  Catherine  Stimson  as  dean. 

By  the  early  part  of  lOlS  the  8»irgeon  General's  office  had 
given  out  the  word  that  fifty  tliousand  graduate  and  stiident 
nurses  must  be  enrolled  and  available  during  the  period  up 
to  January,  1919. 

The  Red  Cn>s8  Nursing  Service  had  already  taken  definite 
steps  toward  enrolling  a  quota  of  five  thousand  nurses  that  had 
been  asked  for  by  the  Surgeon  General's  office  for  the  period 
ending  June  1,  1918.  On  March  14  Miss  Delano  reported  these 
steps  as  follows: 

A  letter  to  the  enperintendents  of  3000  or  more  training 
echools  urging  tiiein  to  incre^ise  the  supply  of  nurses  for 
immediate  service  by   advancing  the  date  of  graduation. 

A  letter  to  the  Iwards  of  registration  urging  early  ex- 
aminations and  as  prompt  action  u[>on  papers  as  possible. 
(The  provisional  enrollment  has  been  authorized  to  accept 
Burses  pending  the  return  of  the  result  of  their  examination.) 

A  special  letter  to  the  State  Nurses'  Associations  explaining 
the  necessity  of  close  cooperation  with  the  Divisional  di- 
rectors. 

A  circular  letter  was  also  sent  to  the  ten  thousand  sub- 
scribers of  the  Journal  calling  attention  to  the  need  of 
nurses,  the  War  Risk  Insurance  and  the  necessity  of  registra- 
tion. 

A  small  enrollment  leaflet  has  been  sent  out  in  the  general 
correspondence  of  the  Divisional  directors  and  also  in  the 
correspondence  of  the  Americati  Journal  of  Nvrsing  and  to 
the  subscribers. 

A  special  letter  from  the  director  oF  the  Bureau  of  Field 
Nursing  was  also  sent  out  to  the  superintendents?  of  2000  or 
more  training  schools  urging  them  to  organize  training  school 
units  from  the  senior  class  and  the  alumnie  associations, 


Xow  in  view  of  the  greatly  iuereused  requisitions  the  Red 
Cmea  decided  to  conduct  an  intensive  "drive**  for  nurses  be- 
tween the  dates  of  Junt-  3  and  July  17,  1918.  Miss  Delano 
wrote  in  April  in  the  Journal: 

•"No  art  of  Congress  authori^iIlg  the  Anny  School  of  Nursing  has 
b«t*n  piiBsc>d  to  datv  f  11121).  It  in  continU(»l  as  a  group  of  *oiviliKn  em- 
ptoyeea  of  the  Medicnl  Department/  " 

J,  C.  STIUSOff. 
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The  survey  which  has  recently  been  made  [by  nursing  so- 
cieties] indicates  that  there  are  not  more  than  f)5»00()  regis- 
tered nurses  in  the  United  States.  If  we  are  to  meet  the 
needs  of  the  Army  aiid  the  Xavy  with  registered  nurses  alone, 
it  will  be  necessary  to  withdraw  not  far  from  fifty  per  cent 
of  the  total  number  of  registered  nurses.  Even  though  we 
include  all  graduate  nurses  who  are  not  registered,  placing 
the  total  at  about  one  hundred  thousand,  at  least  thirty-three 
per  cent  of  the  entire  number  must  be  secured,  if  we  are  to 
provide  nursing  care  for  our  Army  and  Navy. 

In  view  of  these  figuren  it  seems  evident  that  a  special 
campaign  for  the  enrollment  of  nurses  must  be  undertaken, 
not  only  to  bring  to  the  nurses  the  great  need,  but  to  insure 
the  cooperation  and  assistance  of  the  public  and  physicians 
of  the  country  as  well.  It  does  not  seem  fair  to  place  upon 
the  nurses  the  entire  responsibility  of  a  decision.  We  believe 
that  the  community  must  share  with  the  nurse  the  responsi- 
bility* for  her  withdrawal  from  the  community  and  protect 
her  as  far  as  posyilde  from  too  great  a  (inancial  sacrifice.  The 
Eetl  Cross  is  therefore  taking  steps  toward  organizing  a 
definite  campaign  which  we  hope  to  undertake  in  the  early 
spring. 

A  special  committee  has  been  appointed  by  the  chairman 
of  the  National  Committee  on  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service, 
representing  the  three  national  organizations  of  nurses^  to 
aid  in  preparing  the  publicity  material  and  in  carrying  out 
this  special  campaign.  The  representatives  of  the  three  or- 
ganizations are  Katharine  DeWitt.  secretary  of  the  nurses* 
association  and  assistant  editor  of  the  American  Journal  of 
I^ursing:  S.  Lillian  Clayton,  president  of  the  National  League 
for  Nursing  Education ;  and  Ella  Phillips  Crandall.  executive 
secretary  of  the  National  Organization  for  Public  Health 
Nursing  and  of  the  Committee  on  Nursing  of  the  Council  of 
National  Defense." 


The  Surgeon  General  himsolf  wrote  an  appeal  to  the  Red 
Cross  in  behalf  of  the  drive.    He  said : 

May  25, 1918. 
I  am  informed  that  on  the  third  of  June  it  is  the  intention 
of  the  Red  Cross  to  start  a  Drive  for  Nurses  for  the  Army. 

The  American  Red  Cross  is  a  great  recruiting  agency  for 
Army  Nurse?  and  through  this  agency  I  wish  to  appeal  to  the 
nurses  of  the  country  to  enroll  for  service  in  the  Nurse  Corps 
of  the  Army. 
**R«I  Crona  Department,  .imericnn  Journal  of  yurting,  April,  1018. 
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The  need  of  a  great  number  of  nurses  is  acute,  and  any 
assistance  the  Red  Cross  can  render  the  War  Department  in 
obtaining?  for  the  Army  Nurse  Corps  the  number  of  nurses 
required  will  be  a  service  to  the  country. 

(signed)   William  E.  Goroas, 
Surgeon  General,  U.  S.  Army. 

The  machinery  used  for  the  drive  was  very  largely  the  organi- 
zation of  the  Ked  Cross  Chapters,  which  had  taken  on  vast 
dimensions  under  the  war  stimulus.  In  August,  Miss  Delano 
summed  up  the  methods  used  for,  and  the  results  obtained  by, 
tlie  drive: 

It  was  decided  to  call  upon  the  Cliapters  of  the  American 
Red  Cross  to  cooperate  in  securing  the  required  number  (it 
may  not  be  generally  known  to  the  nurses  of  our  country 
that  the  Red  Cross  now  has  a  membership  of  more  than 
22,000,000  adult  members  and  *J,000,000  junior  roembera, 
rith   3885   Chapters,    14,208   thapter-brauehea,   and    auxili- 

ies)  ;  in  order  that  the  vital  need  of  our  country  for  nursing 
•rvicG  might  be  brought  to  prpctically  every  graduate  nurse 
in  the  country.  It  was  understood,  of  course,  that  the  formal 
applications  for  enrollment  should  come  in  through  the  usual 
committees  on  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service  and  the  Division 
officers. 

This  was  a  new  departure,  and  the  results  have  confirmed 
us  in  the  belief  that  our  nursing  service  will  be  greatly 
strengthened  by  this  close  contact  with  the  general  member- 
ship of  the  American  Red  Cross.  We  have  found  the  Chap- 
ters throughout  the  United  States  most  cooperative  and 
anxious  to  assist,  and  we  feel  that  the  Nursing  Service  of 
the  Red  Cross  will  be  permanently  benefited  by  the  relation- 
ship which  has  been  established  in  this  way." 

Results  of  the  **Nurse3'  Drive"  can  best  be  appreciated  by  a 
brief  comparison  of  enrollments  during  the  fiscal  year  of  1017- 
1018  and  the  subsequent  five  months  terminating  N'ovember 
1,  1918.  No  method  for  determining  the  exact  returns  of  the 
drive  was  attempted,  but  the  unparalleled  increase  in  enroll- 
ment over  previous  months  was  due  in  large  part  to  this  pub- 
licity campaign  and  to  the  unceasing  labors  of  local  Chapters 
and  committees  on  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service. 

During  the  fiscal  year  of  1917-1918,  11,213  nurses  were 
enrolled,  an  average  of  817  a  month.     The  impetus  of  the 

Dcluio  in  American  Journal  of  A'umtij^,  August,  10]8. 
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"nurees'  drive"  was  first  felt  in  June,  1918,  when  enrollment 
increased  from  approximately  000  to  1500  nurses.  During] 
July  2G64  nurses  were  enrolled  and  in  Augiist  2700,  the  highest 
figure  reached  during  the  war<  For  the  five  months  beginning 
July  1  and  ending  December  1,  ll,llJ>  nurses  joiued  the  Red 
Cross  reserve,  an  average  of  2220  nurses  a  mouth — an  in- 
crease of  almost  300  per  cent  over  previous  months  and  a 
number  equal  to  the  entire  enrollment  in  1917.  ^m 

By  the  autumn  many  Division  directors  reported  that  they^l 
had  reached  and  passed  their  quota,  but  the  cessation  of  hostili- 
ties then  made  it  needless  to  enroll  further  members.  In  speak- 
ing before  an  audience  of  nurses  u  year  later.  Miss  Noyes  gave 
some  interesting  details  of  the  immense  and  fatiguing  hibor 
involved  in  the  enrullmeut  and  the  intensive  *'»drive."  Alluding 
to  Miaa  Delano  she  said : 


i 


Working  with  her  at  National  Headquarters  for  over  two       p 
years,  it  was  my  privilege  to  sec  something  of  her  devotion  ^H 
to  the  cause  which  ^he  served.     Many  times  when  we  reached  ^^ 
the  end  of  a  weary  day's  work  and  the  pressure  seemed  almost 
more  than  human  [wwcr  could  stand  F  have  heard  her  say, 
when  asked  if  she  were  tiretl,  **Well,  I  suppose  it  is  no  harder 
for  us  to  die  at  our  desks  than  for  the  boys  to  die  iu  the 
trenches."  I 

When  the  Armistice  was  signed  the  papers  of  six  hundred 
nurses  were  in  the  War  Department  ready  for  assignment  and 
several  thousand  more  had  given  their  date  of  availability 
between  that  time  and  January  1,  1919.  With  the  addition 
of  those  who  had  entered  the  Army  (3000)  and  the  Navy  i 
Nurse  Corps  (500)  direct,  the  total  number  of  nurses  in 
service  at  the  time  the  Armistice  was  signed  was,  as  nearly 
as  it  is  pOFsible  to  estimate,  about  25.000. 

The  Army  had  osked  for  the  phenomenal  number  of  25,000 
nurses  by  January  1,  1910,  and  50,uoo  l)y  the  first  of  June, 
1919.  fJreat  anxiety  had  been  felt  on  the  part  of  those  who 
were  working  doBe  to  the  scene,  as  to  the  possibility  of 
meeting  this  demand  and  at  the  same  time  meeting  tha 
civilian  needs  of  our  Allies  and  of  our  own  countr}*. 

Figures  Rpeak  for  themselves.    The  response  by  the  nursei^ 
to  the  call  of  the  colors  is  a  conclusive  refutation  of  any*) 
criticism  that  they  failed  to  meet  their  war  obligations,     ft] 
is  easy  to  speak  of  *.i0,')00  nurses?,  but  impossible  for  anyone 
to  picture  the  tremendous  amount  of  work  in  connection  with 
the  enrollment  and  assignment  of  these  to  service.    The  or- 
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ganization  at  Red  Cross  Headqnaiiers  had  to  be  developed 
with  the  utmost  regard  for  lomplote  cooiw ration. 

In  order  to  prepare  a  nurse  fur  duty  with  the  military 
estiihlishnieut  it  was  frequently  noceBsary  to  ?ond  many 
communications  both  by  letter  and  telegram  baik  and  forth 
before  the  nurse  became  fiuftieiently  ntahle  to  refer  her  papers 
to  the  War  Department.  This  wat-  noeespary  lest  Home  ncridnnt 
occur  whereby  the  trans|>ortatir>n  which  was  insued  from 
WttFhington  might  go  to  an  addretiK  at  wliirh  th(»  nur^  could 
not  be  found.  To  prepare  a  nurse  for  service  directly  under 
the  Red  Cross  was  even  more  dil!icult,  a«  the  prei-autions 
adopted  by  the  State  and  War  Dt-partmeutM  before  a  passport 
could  be  issued  were  extremely  complicateil.  Investigations 
through  tlie  Militar)-  Intelligence  Department  for  loyalty  were 
required  for  everyone,  and  it  frequently  took  weeks  and  oven 
months  to  secure  the  passport  of  a  nurse  for  overseas  duty 
with  the  civilian  population  in  those  counlried  that  were 
turning  to  the  Reil  Cross  for  help.  I  mention  thus  briefly 
some  of  tlie  purely  routine  proi'cdurei!  tliat  held  the  individ- 
uals in  charge  of  the  various  bureaus  under  the  Department 
of  Nursing  at  their  desks  from  early  morning  until  late  at 
night,  holidays  and  Sundays,  from  the  time  diplomatic  rela- 
tions with  Germany  were  broken  until  several  months  after 
the  signing  of  the  Armistice." 


The  Student  Nurse  Re8or\'c  campaign,  like  that  for  the 
creation  of  tho  Army  School,  was  stimulated  electrically  by  the 
rery  high  figure  issued  fnun  tlir  Surgeon  (lencrars  othcf  curly 
in  11>18,  in  estimating  the  pndiablc  uce<l  for  nurges  and  assist- 
anta.  A  formal  statement  of  the  launching  of  the  campaign  is 
found  in  a  letter  from  Dr.  Franklin  Martin,  member  of  the 
Advisory  Commission,  Council  of  Xational  Defense!  to  Mr. 
Henry  P.  Davison,  It  was  dated  June  27,  1918,  and  ended 
with  the  words ; 

.  ,  .  Immediately  following  these  reports.  Miss  Patterson, 
director  of  the  Woman's  Committee,  Council  of  Natinual 
Defense,  presented  an  outline  of  a  campaign,  as  extensive 
in  ita  scope  as  that  of  the  Red  Cross  enrollment  of  nurses, 
for  recruitinfj  25,fK)0  students  for  both  military  and  civilian 
hoHpitals.  which  her  (rommittee  is  about  to  lauiu-h  at  tlie 
request  of  the  Committee  on  Nursing  of  the  Council.  As 
yotj  know,  the  Surgeon  (ieneral's  oflice.  the  Red  Cross  and 
the  General  Medical  Board  are  cooperating. 

■Tlw    Hvd    Cross   NurBinft    Service,   Twenty-ftltii   Aoniul    Hc[>ort,    Na- 
tiooal  LMgue  for  Nuralng  Education,  1019. 
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The  Red  Cross  cooperated  by  circularizing  all  of  its  Chaptera, 
by  opening  Chapter  offices  as  recruiting  centers  and  by  assign- 
ing Red  Cross  workers  to  help  carry  on  the  campaign.  The 
publicity  material  was  the  work  of  ilisa  Nutting's  committee 
and  was  submitted  for  approval  to  the  Publicity  Department  of 
the  American  Red  Cross.    An  example  of  the  material  follows: 

The  Government  is  now  calling  for  25,000  young  women 
to  join  the  Tnited  States  Student  Nurse  Keservc  and  hold 
themselvos  in  readiness  to  train  for  service  as  nurses. 

Age:  The  call  is  for  women  between  the  ages  of  nineteen 
and  thirt}-iive. 

Qualifications:  Intelligent,  responsible  women  of  good  edu- 
cation and  sound  hcaltii  are  wanted — the  pick  of  the  country. 
A  college  education  is  a  valuable  asset  and  many  hospitals 
will  give  credit  for  it.  Credit  will  also  be  ;ziven  for  a  special 
scientific  equipment  or  for  preliminary  training  in  nursing, 
such  as  that  given  in  special  courses  now  being  conducted  by 
various  colleges  and  ficluKils. 

Knrolhnent:  Women  will  be  given  an  opportunity  to  enroll 
in  the  United  States  Student  Reserve  in  any  one  of  three 
ways : 

1.  As  engaging  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  until  April 
1,  191I>.  to  accept  assignments  to  nurses'  training  schools  in 
civilian  hospitals. 

3.  As  desiring  to  Wome  candidates  for  the  Army  Xursing 
School  recently  established  by  authority  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment, with  branch  schools  in  selected  military  hoiifpitals. 

3.  .As  engaging  to  hold  themselves  in  rentliness  until  April 
1,  1919,  to  accept  assignments  to  either  a  civilian  training 
echool  or  the  Army  Nursing  School. 

The  Student  Nurse  Reserve  campaign  was  a  work  of  infinite 
detail  and  in  its  course  many  puzzling  and  exceedingly  com- 
plicated obstacles  of  an  educational  or  economic  nature  were 
met  with.  Its  results  shed  light  upon  our  o\^ti  professional 
problems  and  may  even  be  found  helpful  in  other  countries. 
ror  this  reason  some  parts  of  the  final  report  are  here  given: 

The  entire  program  as  outlined  was  dependent  upon  keep- 
ing up  a  large,  steady  supply  of  candidates  of  superior  quality 
for  both  our  civil  training  schools  nu<l  the  Army  scIkh)!.  and 
it  was  soon  evi<]ent  that  the  latter  would  arouse  great  interest 
and  attrat't  many  desirable  applicants.  .  .  . 

.  .  .  There  are  many  practical  ditTiculties  to  be  overcome. 
For  example  many  grammar  school  graduates  are  not  eligible 
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in  the  st^te  in  which  they  eulinted^  and  they  may  he  unable? 
to  bear  their  expenges  even  to  an  adjacent  slate.  Thus  while 
vacancies  still  ejcist  and  applicants  await  appointment,  it  ia 
often  impossible  to  accommodate  either.  The  large  number 
of  reassignments  are  due  chiefly  to  three  causes,  i.e.:  (a)  Lack 
of  information  on  the  application  forma  regarding  denomiua- 
tional  preference,  (b)  Inability  of  the  candidates  to  meet 
the  e.xpenjies  of  travul  and  equipment,  (c)  Direct  recruiting 
in  localities,  in  many  instances,  into  their  own  schools  in- 
stead of  through  this  committee. 

Disappointing  delays  have  arisen,  due  largely  to  four 
causes,  i.e.:  (a)  Incomplete  application  forms,  (b)  Incom- 
plete and  often  inaccurate  information  regarding  age  and 
educational  requirements  and  the  number  of  students  needed. 
(c)  An  utter  lack  of  precedent  for  or  experience  in  such  a 
piei'e  of  work,     (d)  Inadequate  staff  of  workers. 

However  the  fact  remains  that,  whereas  in  June,  July  and 
Augrufit.  many  hospital  training  schools  were  sutTering  for  Uuk 
of  students,  there  are  now  thirteen  states  (this  number  was 
later  increased  to  seventeen),  in  which  needs  of  all  schools 
have  been  met. 

As  the  need  for  large  niimhers  was  urgent  and  immediate, 
and  as  fourteen  state  laws  called  for  only  grammar  school 
education,  the  committee  thou^'ht  it  necessary  not  to  exL-Uule 
Buch  applicants  in  the  first  drive.  I^ater  two  years  of  high 
school  was  made  the  minimum  requirement.  By  common 
consent,  the  thousand  and  more  ineligible  candidates  were 
urged  to  accept  positions  as  attendants  or  to  enter  for  train- 
ing as  attendants  in  l;ospitals  for  tlie  mentally  eick,  children's 
orthopedic  hospitals  and  tuberculosis  sanitaria,  institutions 
in  which  an  almost  tragic  need  of  workers  existed.  Many 
letters  from  these  institutions  have  expressed  the  greatest 
appreciation  of  and  gratitude  for  the  connnitteo's  olfer  of 
assistance.  Unfortunately  very  few  of  these  young  women 
were  willing  to  accept  such  service, 

A  little  less  than  thirty-three  per  cent  of  the  candidates 
were  referred  to  the  Army  School  of  Nursing  and  the  re- 
mainder to  civilian  schools,  each  candidate  having  been  given 
the  privilege  of  choosing  which  she  would  enter.  Even  though 
many  states  failed  to  recruit  the  necessary  numbers  to  fill  all 
vacancies  within  their  schools,  though  a  considerable  number 
of  candidates  proved  ineligible,  and  though  there  have  been 
other  inadequacies  as  the  work  proceeded,  (»f  wliich  tl»e  com- 
mittee has  been  constantly  aware,  there  is  ample  evidence 
that  the  campaign  met  a  very  great  need  at  a  time  of  both 
local  and  national  emergency.    A  c*omplete  report  of  candidates 
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recruited  and  assigned  has  been  prepared  by  states  and  by 
schools  and  copies  sent  to  each  state.^^ 

The  campaign  was  closed  on  December  15,  1918.  Some  14,000 
or  mon;  applications  were  dealt  with  and  of  these,  13,800  odd 
candidates  were  enrolled  for  entrnnoo  into  schools  for  nurses. 
Those  who  met  all  the  requirements  numbered  5380  and  were 
assigned  to  the  x\nny  school.  To  tlie  civil  schools  of  nursing 
5185  were  directed.  The  others  were  on  a  waiting  list.  Much 
was  learned  of  the  hospital.s.  In  one  state  alone,  for  example^ 
twelve  hospital  training  schools  were  dropped  from  the  ac- 
credited list,  as  undesirable  for  the  training  of  Student  Nurse 
Reserve  candidates. 

The  instructions  and  demonstrations  to  volunteers  for  mak- 
ing surgical  dressings  for  the  Army  were  first  given  by  Red 
Cross  nurses.  As  the  work  spread  over  the  country,  it  was  stand- 
ardized by  regulations  from  the  Ntirsing  Service  in  consulta- 
tion with  Army  8Urg«^»ns.  It  was  estimated  that  S.00i»,000  women 
working  in  Red  Cross  Chapters  made  253,00(1,000  surgical 
dressings  betwe<m  April  6,  1917,  and  October  1,  11*18,  while  for 
twenty  months  ending  February  23,  101!),  the  number  was  306,- 
90fl,750.  There  were  more  than  30,000  workrooms,  where  asep- 
tic oimditions  were  maintained  as  in  the  surgical  workrooms  of 
a  hospital.  In  addition  to  the  dressings,  many  millions  of  other 
articles  of  clothing  and  hospital  equipment  were  made. 

When  the  Mercy  Ship  sailcKl  at  the  outbreak  of  tlie  war,  a 
small  group  of  Wasbingtonians  went  immediately  to  work  to 
prepare  surgical  dressings  for  the  Red  Cross.  Admiral  M.  E. 
Mason,  chairman  of  the  District  of  Colunibia  Chapter,  ap- 
pointed a  committee  composed  of  Abbie  R.  and  Kdith  M.  Mc- 
Cftmmon,  Annie  Power  and  Mary  Randolph  to  develop  this 
activity.  In  a  little  shop  on  Eleventh  Street,  donated  through 
the  generosity  of  Mr.  M.  A.  l^^ese,  they  opened  on  December  1, 
1914,  the  first  official  Red  Cross  workroom — the  parent  of 
hundreds  of  supply  depots,  later  set  up  in  libraries,  railroad 
terminals,  department  storea,  clubs,  Sunday  School  rooms  and 
remote  country  schoolhouses. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  National  Committee  on  Red  Cross  Nurs- 
ing Service,  held  June  20,  1917,  in  New  York  City,  Miss 
Delano  descriU-d  the  work  of  this  first  committee  on  surgical 
dressings : 

■•  Rpport  of  the  Committee  on  Nuraing,  Ocneral  Medical  Board,  Council 
of  N'tttiuiml  VivlcntM,  April,  1919. 
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A  circular  was  issuefl  in  191")  and  distributed  generally  to 
Red  Cross  Chapters.  This  was  used  as  a  basis  of  work  until 
the  publication  earlv  in  11*10,  of  a  second  pamphlet  intended 
for  United  States  War  Ifelief.  At  this  time,  the  standard 
boxe^  were  also  adopted  anil  thnir  contents  defined.     In  order 

maintain  a  definite  standard  for  the  preparation  of  these 
'dressings,  we  rciilizeti  thnt  n  etnirsp  of  instrnction  must  he 
'Adopted.  A  plan  was  acc'ordingly  worked  out  and  appoint- 
ment cards  authorizing  their  recipient  to  act  as  inntructors, 
were  issued  to  thone  reconiniended  for  this  work  by  the  com- 
mitteee  in  charge  of  our  surgical  dressing  workroom. 

During  the  spring  of  1916,  classes  were  organized  not  only 
in  cronnection  with  our  Chapters  but  in  cooperation  with  the 
Woman's  Section  of  the  Navy  League.  It  may  be  interesting 
to  state  the  method  followed  in  the  adoption  of  standard 
drossin;::^.  In  cooperation  with  the  Supply  iJepartmeut  of 
the  Red  Cross,  I  visited  various  hospitals  in  Boston  and 
elsewhere,  such  as  the  Boston  City  Hos])ital  and  the  Presby- 
terian and  Belle\nje  Hospitals  in  New  York  City,  and  selected 
imples  of  their  various  dressings,  operating-room  gowns, 
helmets,  etc.  We  then  secured  complete  sets  of  dressings  from 
the  Army  and  Navy  Hospitals,  so  that  we  had  typical  dress- 
ings from  about  twelve  diffen-nt  hospit-als. 

A  confereu(*e  was  then  hchl  between  stirgeons  and  nurses 
from  the  Army  and  Navy,  Red  Cross  personnel  and  several 
nurses  who  had  had  experience  in  Europe.  The  various 
reesings  were  examined  and  those  which  seemed  common  to 
a  majority  of  hospitals  were  selected.  A  sample  box  was  pre- 
pared and  submitted  to  directors  of  unittf  such  as  Dr.  Crile 
of  the  Lakeside  Hospital  in  Cleveland.  S!ight  changes  were 
made  on  their  suggestions,  and  the  so-called  Ilcd  Cross  dress- 
ings were  adopted. 

In  September,  1916,  the  responsibility  for  hospital  sup- 
plies was  turned  over  to  Miss  Noyes.  She  and  Dr.  Richards, 
B  representative  of  the  Navy,  revised  the  supply  circular,  but 
DO  radical  changes  seemed  necessary. 


Thron^out  the  winter  inontlis  of  1916  and  1917,  the  in- 
tCTMt  of  women  in  all  parts  of  the  United  States  in  the  prepa- 
ntioxi  of  Burgical  dressings  developed  l)cyond  tlie  capacity  of 
i  oenCnd  office  at  National  Headquarters  to  handle.  Miss 
Noyea  bad  prepared  a  special  course  in  the  making  of  these 
dressings  ami  also  a  second  course,  after  satisfactory  comple- 
tioo  of  wLieh  the  student  was  certified  as  being  able  to  act  as 
fta  instructor  for  other  classes  in  the  preparation  of  dressings. 
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Hundreds  of  certificates,  one  for  the  general  course  and  a  second 
for  the  instructor's  course,  went  out  under  Miss  Ncyes*  signa- 
ture to  all  sections  of  the  country  and  became  the  keystone  over 
which  the  Red  Cross  workrot^ius  sprung  up  in  schoijlhouses, 
churches,  clubs  and  industrial  centers. 

Before  a  woman  was  certified  as  an  instructor,  she  was  re- 
quired to  submit  a  sample  box  of  the  various  types  of  surgical 
dressings.  No  sooner  had  iliss  Noyes  examined  aud  cleared 
her  desk  of  these  samples  than  the  i[ail  Division  would  send 
up  a  hundred  more.  The  top  floor  of  the  *'^rnrble  Palace" 
billowed  with  cotton  and  gauze.  Vashti  Burtlett  was  the  first 
nurse  to  assist  Miss  Noycs;  later,  volunteer  nurses  from  Wash- 
ington lightened  the  bnrden  of  the  overtaxed  director  and  lier 
assistants.  Among  these  was  Mrs.  Charles  Silliman  (Mary  V. 
Lee,  Johns  Hopkins),  After  examination,  these  innumerable 
white  pads  and  neatly-folded  bandagea  were  passed  on  in 
elotbes-basketa  to  Mrs.  Theodore  W.  Richards,  who  sorted  out 
the  perfect  articles  and  packed  them  into  complete  model  boxes 
to  be  returned  to  Chapter  workrooms. 

To  zealous  women  waiting  impatiently  in  Rod  Cross  Chap- 
ter and  Branch  headquarters  for  their  certificates,  the  Nursing 
Service  may  have  seemed  over-exacting  in  their  insistence  upon 
perfect  dressings.  Sharp  adherence  to  standards  resulted,  how- 
ever, in  great  economy  of  materials  and  time.  Overworked 
nurses  in  evacuation  and  base  hospitals,  moreover,  could  not 
stop  to  refold  a  pad  whose  ravelled  edges  might  result  in 
discomfort  and  danger  to  their  patients.  Great  pressure  was 
being  brougl»t  to  bear  at  this  time  upon  the  Nursing  Service 
to  change  the  types  of  dressings  to  suit  the  preferences  of  in- 
dividual surgeons.  The  aim  of  National  Headquarters  had 
always  been  to  prepare  a  type  of  dressing  which  anyone  could 
use.  As  this  standard  hod  been  reached  after  conference  with 
leading  authorities  of  the  Army,  the  Navy  and  civilian  insti- 
tutions, Miss  Noyes  turned  a  polite  but  deaf  ear  to  protesting 
physicians  who  came  to  interview  her.  After  the  Nursing 
Service  had  given  over  this  work  to  the  Women's  Bureau,  a 
special  committee  went  to  Europe  to  study  the  entire  question, 
and  the  Red  Cross  models  were  later  changed. 

On  June  23,  1917,  Miss  Noyes  wrote  as  follows  to  Col.  Kean : 

Since  January  1,  the  work  of  the  Surgical  Dressings  and 
Garments  Division  of  the  Bureau  of  Nursing  Service  has  ex- 
panded with  great  rapidity.    Thousands  of  inquiries  are  com- 
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ing  to  us  from  Chapters,  branchps  of  Clinptors.  auxiliaries, 
groups  of  worker:?  and  individuals  who  are  interested  in  the 
preparation  of  surgical  dressings  and  hospital  garments. 
Every  new  Chapter  and  auxiliary  at  once  desires  this  particu- 
lar work.  Although  circulars  of  information  and  detailed 
directions  are  sent  concerning  the  organization  of  clnssos  and 
the  manufacture  of  dressings  and  garments,  questions  are 
constantly  arising  which  must  be  referred  to  an  authoritative 
faead^ 

We  have  divided  the  country  into  eight  districts — Boston, 
New  York  City,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore.  Cleveland,  Chicago^ 

lorado  Springs  and  San  Francisco,  for  distribution  of 
pie  boxes  of  dressings,  patterns,  emblems  and  iuforma- 
tion.  As  the  pressure  upon  these  Chapters  has  increased,  it 
hns  seemed  desirable  to  authorize  other  distributing  centers 
and  the  following  are  preparing  to  qualify  as  such — Atlanta, 
Kew  Orleans,  St.  Louis,  Minneapolis  and  Seattle. 

It  would  he  safe  to  say  that  workrooms  have  not  only 
been  established  in  all  of  our  cities,  but  towns  and  country 
districts  have  developed  in  the  same  direction.  The  following 
workrooms  stand  out  conspicuously  as  models  of  cfTiciet^cy: 

Xew  York  City  as  developed  under  Mrs.  Belmont  Tiffany. 

Chicago  as  developed  under  Mrs.  John  (Jla^s. 

Washington,  D.  C,  as  developed  under  Mrs,  T.  W.  Richards. 

Baltimore  as  developed  under  Mrs.  Thos.  S.  Cullen. 

Cleveland  as  developed  under  ^Trs.  E.  S.  Burke, 

There  are  many  others  equally  proficient. 

The  statistics  appended  show  the  status  of  the  work  at  the 
present  time: 

Since  December  I.t,  101  fi. 

No.  of  conipletetl  surgical  dressings  classes 330 

No.  of  pupils  qualified 4799 

No.  of  enrolled  Red  Cross  nurses  qualified 166 

No.  of  lay  instructors  quali  Tied 363 

No.  of  sample  boxes  sent  from  this  ofTice 451 

You  will  note  that  15(»  FJed  Cross  nurses  have  been  qualified 
and  enrolled  as  instructors  in  this  course,  but  we  believe  that 
the  instruction  and  management  of  workrooms  could  safely 
be  entrusted  to  our  qualified  workers  and  lay  instructors. 
Red  Cross  nurses  are  required  for  the  more  imjxtrtant  work 
of  craring  for  sick  and  wounded  soldiers  and  sailors. 

provide  administrative  channels  through  which  this  trana- 

oould   be  effected,   the   Executive   Committee   established 

Ij  2,  11*17,  under  the  Department  of  Chapters,  a  bureau 
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through  which  all  women's  activities  for  the  Red  Cross  (other 
than  professional  nursing)  should  be  recognized  and  developed. 
The  vice-chairman  also  appiiuUHl  a  Woman's  Advisory  Com- 
mittee, eonsisting  of  the  following  members:  Mrs.  William  K, 
Draper,  chairman;  Miss  Mary  G»H)dwillie,  vict»-chairmau ; 
Miss  Mah«'l  T.  Boardman,  Mrs.  Joseph  M.  Cudahy,  Mrs.  Frank 
V.  Hamniar,  Mrs.  E.  H.  Harriman,  Mrs.  George  Wharton 
Pepper,  Mrs.  Leonard  Wood,  Miss  Lavinia  H.  Newell,  Mrs. 
William  11.  Ooeker,  Mrs.  Preston  S.  Arkwright,  Mrs.  August 
Belmont,  Mrs.  J.  Randolph  Coolidge,  Jr.  To  the  Woman's 
Bureau,  of  which  Miss  Florence  Af.  MnrsliHll  was  director, 
was  immediately  delegated  all  work  connectcfl  with  surgical 
dressings,  hospital  garments  and  ivfngee  cliitliirig. 

In  the  Red  Cross  Annua!  lieport  for  1017,  Miss  Delano 
summarized  the  benefits  derived  from  this  transfer: 

This  reorganization  served  two  puq>ose8;  it  released  a 
large  number  of  nurses,  who  have  been  acting  as  instructors 
in  i^urgical  dressings  and  hospital  supplies,  for  other  service, 
and  it  marshaled  the  forces,  not  only  of  women  volunteers, 
who  were  fitted  to  become  instnictors,  but  of  the  great  army 
of  volunteer  workers  throughout  the  country  just  when  the 
emergency  demanded  such  a  realignment.  It  left  the  Nursing 
Service  free  to  deal  with  its  purely  professional  duties. 

During  the  period  in  which  the  United  States  was  at  war, 
several  surveys  of  the  nursing  profession  were  made  in  order 
to  obtain  a  working  estimate  of  the  nursing  strength  of  the 
country.  Imme<liately  after  the  declaration  of  war  by  this 
countr^',  the  National  Committee  on  Red  Cross  Nursing  Serv- 
ice, as  a  first  step,  carried  out  a  preliminary  classification  of 
itfl  own  enrolled  members  under  the  heads  of  nursing  special- 
ties.    Miss  Delano  wrote:'* 

With  tl»e  de<'laration  of  war,  there  was  a  decided  increase 
in  the  application  of  nurses  for  enrollment  with  the  Red 
Cross.  The  enrollment  from  January  1  to  October  31,  IH]?, 
has  been  over  7000.  giving  us  a  total  enrollment  on  Octobet 
31  of  14,r»28.  To  meet  the  demands  for  nurses  with  special 
training,  n  clupsified  list  of  the  entire  enrollment  has  recently 
been  made  and  special  groups  of  nurses  selected  for  the  fol- 
lowing 8er\'i(cs:  pcdintric  work;  orthopedic  work;  nen'oua 
and  mental  diseases;  head  and  neck  surgery;  contagious  die-, 
eases;  public  health  work;  eye  and  ear  work. 
*  Eighth  AnnunJ  Report^  American  Red  CroM.  Dec'cmber,  1917. 
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Further  than  this,  the  firat  census  of  the  entire  nursing  re- 
sourees  of  the  country  was  set  on  foot  early  in  June,  1917,  by 
the  Nursing  Department  of  the  Red  Cross.  This  consisted 
of  an  exhaustive  survey  of  all  the  hospital  training  schools  in 
the  United  States.  It  was  Miss  Delano^s  own  idea  and  was 
carried  out  entirely  under  her  direction  by  Miss  Deans,  whose 
exceptional  knowledge  of  training  schools  and  nursing  stand- 
ards made  her  an  unusually  cipable  worker  on  such  lines.  This 
survey  was  completed  by  August  18,  1017. 

The  8ur\'ey  was  conducted  by  first  writing  to  the  Boards  of 
Examiners  of  the  different  states,  to  ask  for  complpte  lista  of 
all  accredited  and  uon-acert'dited  training  schuuls  of  tho  state. 
The  Boards  of  Examiners  replied  with  promptitude  and  act!u- 
racy  to  this  request  and  the  survey  was  then  pushed  further 
by  sending  a  quest ioiiuairr  to  all  the  training  sehools  thus  listed, 
asking  f(»r  careful  and  detailed  statements  of  their  iHlneatii>nal 
etaiidards,  practical  services  and  nursing  res<)ure<'a.  An  alpha- 
betical list  by  states  was  tJien  made  showing  all  the  hospital 
training  schools  by  name  and  address.  From  the  replies  re- 
ceived to  the  questionnaire  the  training  schools  wert*  classified 
under  six  headings. 

Prior  to  the  war,  the  Rod  Cross  Nursing  Service  had  simply 
listed  training  schools  whose  graduates  were  eligible  for  Red 
Cross  enrollment;  where  supplementary  training  was  neces- 
sary, this  information  had  been  placed  upon  the  tile  card.  But 
now  the  classification  was  as  follows: 

Class  A.  Schools  which  meet  Red  Cross  requirements. 
Class  B.  Schools  whose  graduates  are  of  a  high  grade  and 

the  training  general   in  eiuinu-ter,   including  men, 

hut  daily  average  uuniher  of  patients  helow  fifty. 
Class  C.  Schools  which  are  small  but  training  goad  as  far 

as  it  goes. 
Class  D.  Schools   connected   with   private   hoflpitals   having 

alFiliation  with  general  hospital^;. 
Class  E.  Schools  not  accredited  but  likely  to  be. 
Class  F.  Sciiouls  which  are  undesirahle. 


The  care  and  thoroughness  with  which  this  survey  was  con- 
ducted, as  well  as  the  helpful  readiness  of  Miss  Delano's  office 
to  point  out  ways  of  raising  standards,  may  be  deduced  from 
the  following  illustrative  selections  from  the  letters  sent  out 
from  and  received  by  the  Department  of  Nursing: 
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(Letter  Seut  to  Boanls  of  Examiners) : 

The  Red  Crosj*  is  making  every  effort  to  anticipate  the 
demaTidH  wliirh  will  he  made  for  nurpcs  not  only  in  Europe, 
but  in  our  own  t-ounlry  slioiild  the  war  be  of  several  years' 
duration. 

With  this  in  view  wo  are  asking?  for  the  cooperation  of  the 
American  Nurses'  Association,  state  asfioc-iations  of  nurses, 
State  Boards  of  Examiners  for  Nurses  and  hospitals  to  assist 
us  in  meeting  all  emergencies  which  may  arise. 

We  are  enclosing  a  list  of  schools  accredited  by  your  State 
Board  of  Examiners,  together  with  a  questionnaire  to  be  used 
in  supplying  the  information  we  require,  also  a  copy  of  the 
requirements  for  enrollment  in  the  lied  Cross. 

Would  it  he  possible  to  conduct  special  examinations,  as 
many  nurses  are  eligible  ns  soon  as  graduated,  but  have  to 
wait  several  months  to  take  this  examination?  The  Red 
Cross  would  greatly  regret  the  necessity  of  lowering  its  stand- 
ard for  enroHinent  without  this  roquin'ment  of  registration. 

Could  you  furnish  uj*  with  a  list  of  nurs^ea  as  soc)n  as  they 
have  passinl  their  examinations,  in  cnse  there  siiould  be  an 
unavoidable   delay   in   issuing  thrir  certificates? 

it  is  absolutely  essential  tluit  we  Imve  definite  information 
on  file  of  all  the  nurses  in  the  country,  and  believe  there  is 
no  one  in  a  better  position  than  the  Buunl  uf  Examiners  to 
funiisji  the  probable  number  of  nurses  available  in  its  state. 

It  may  be  ne<?ossnry  to  sui)plcment  the  nursing  service  both 
iu  militir)^  and  civil  hospitals  with  Momcn  who  have  had  at 
least  the  course  in  Elementary  Hygiene  and  Home  Care  of 
the  Sick.  This  theoretical  instruction  should  l>e  supple- 
mented by  72  hours  in  a  carefully  selected  group  of  hospitals 
and  we  shall  appreciate  your  interest  in  suggesting  training 
schools  which  can  be  safely  entrusted  to  give  this  instruction. 

Assuring  you  of  my  sincere  appreciation  of  your  efforts  in 
behalf  of  the  Red  Cros&r  believe  me,  to  be^ 

Yours  very  truly, 

(signed)  Jane  A.  Delano, 

August  4,  1917. 
My  dear  Miss  : 

I  appreciate  greatly  your  letter  received  this  morning  and 
your  willingness  to  take  for  pust-gniduate  work  w)me  uf  the 
registered  nurses  who  are  graduates  of  the  hospitals  some- 
what under  our  required  average. 

We  are  interpreting  this  requirement  a  little  more  leniently 
and  hnve  decided  to  accept  s<'h*M»ls  rei*ommendoil  by  Boards 
of  Uegistration  as  giving  a  suHiciently  thorough  training  to 
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qualify  ita  graduates  for  Red  Crosfl  service.  A  number  of 
other  echoolE  have  expressed  their  williiignesB  to  provide 
some  post-graduate  work  for  their  nurses,  and  we  anal!  be 
rery  glad  to  accept  the  four  months'  eJtperience  in  your  hos- 
pital for  such  nurses  as  you  may  recommend  for  service. 

Assuring  you  of  our  sincere  appreciation  of  your  service, 
believe  me^ 

Youra  sincerely, 

(signed)  Jane  A.  Delano, 


My  dear  Miss 


August  29,  1917. 


Your  second  list  of  the  small  schools  in 


with 


other  information  received  for  which  I  thank  you. 

We  have  a  large  number  of  applications  from  nurses  grad- 
uating from  small  schools  who  might  he  eligible  for  enroll- 
ment, providetj  tl)ey  have  some  subsequent  experience  or 
training  and  1  should  be  glad  to  have  the  names  of  the 

schools   in   which   offer   post-graduate   work   for 

nurses. 

We  are  urging  these  nurses  that  do  not  meet  the  require- 
ments to  take  this  subsequent  training  and  recently  have  heard 
that  the  Hospital  of  and  the  


Hospital  of 


are  offering  special  post-graduate  work 


to  graduatpf*  who  do  not  meet  the  requirements  of  the  Ameri- 
can Red  Cross. 

Thanking  you  again  for  your  helpful  information,  I  am, 
Yours  very  truly, 

(signed)  Jane  A.  Delano, 

December  7^  1917. 


In  \'iew  of  the  tremendous  demands  now  being  made  upon 
us  for  nurses  in  the  cantonment  hospitals,  we  arc  waiving 
the  requirement  of  atHliation  with  the  American  Nurses'  As- 
sociation. I  feel  sure  tliat  this  requirement  can  be  far  better 
aacrificed  than  that  of  registration,  t>r  the  character  of  the 
school  from  which  the  nurse  graduated. 

Will  you  therefore  forward  to  Division  office  at  once  any 
papers  which  you  are  holding  pending  affiliation,  securing 
at  the  same  time  their  physical  examination  blanks  together 
with  a  reliable  address  and  a  statement  concerning  their 
arailability  for  service?  Will  you  also  announce  to  the  nurses 
in  your  community  that  the  applications  of  those  meeting 
other  requirements  except  affiliation  will  be  considered  and 
forwarded  to  Washington,  thus  stimulating  increased  en- 
rollment? 
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I  would  suggest,  ill  view  of  the  fact  that  practically  all  of 
the  cantonment  hospitals  need  additional  nursing  personnel, 
that  you  rvquest  each  member  of  your  i-ommittce  to  secure 
at  once  the  enrollment  of  as  many  nurses  as  possible.  Kindly 
ask  the  nurses  s*?curing  ihcite  enrnllraentj*  to  write  their  names 
and  addretiij^es  at  the  top  of  Uie  applications.  m>  that  as  the 
papers  come  in  we  may  be  able  to  give  due  credit  on  a  chart 
which  we  are  preparing,  to  the  various  individuals  and  com- 
mittees. 

The  organizations  of  nurses  in  this  country  have  assumed 
a  definite  responsibility  for  senice  in  time  of  war,  a  far 
greater  responsibility  than  re-sts  upon  any  other  group  of 
women,  and  I  feel  sure  that  if  the  need  is  brought  to  them 
clearly,  they  will  not  fail  at  this  time.  If  they  do,  we 
shall  be  responsible  for  any  breaking  down  of  nursing  stand- 
ards which  may  follow,  and  do  inestimable  harm  to  the  schools 
and  nurses  of  the  country. 

May  I  ask  that  you  send  me  a  telegram  on  the  receipt  of 
this  letter,  assuring  me  that  you  arc  taking  the  matter  up 
promptly  and  vigorously?  I  would  also  suggest  tliat  applica- 
tions of  desirable  nurses  should  be  forwarded,  even  though 
not  meeting  our  age  requirements. 

Yours  sincerely, 

(signed)  Jane  A.  Deiano. 

Brief  mention  of  this  survey  and  its  results  was  made  by 
Miss  Delano  in  the  following  linos  tukcn  from  her  Annual 
Report:  "Through  the  cooperation  and  assistance  of  State 
Boards  of  Registration,  a  classified  list  of  all  the  training 
schools  in  the  country  has  been  secured." 

With  the  formation  of  the  Emergency  Committee  on  Nursing 
in  New  York  City,  a  nursing  census  was  planned  by  it  to  be 
carried  out  on  national  lines  according  to  a  method  which  had 
been  developed  in  a  nursing  survey  of  Greater  New  York  by 
Miss  Goodrich,  a  member  of  the  (then)  Emergency  Commit- 
tee on  Nursing,  for  what  was  known  as  *'The  Mayor's  [Mayor 
Hyhin]  (^\»nimittee  of  Women  for  National  Defense."  When 
that  committee  of  nurses  evolved  into  the  National  Committee 
on  Nursing  under  tlie  Council  of  National  Defense,  its  census 
plan  was  continued  on  a  national  scale  during  the  summer  of 
11*17.  TIjo  macJiinery  us<'d  was  tJiat  of  the  ^Vmerican  Nuraes' 
Ass()ciation  ajid  its  state  brunches.  The  assoeiutiou  made  itself 
responsible  for  collecting  the  information  asked  for  by  Miss 
Nutting's  committee  and  Mias  Goodrich,  as  president  of  the 
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American  Nurses'  Association,  dii'ectcd  the  survey  and  coin- 
muiiicated  the  results  to  the  respective  committees  cooperating 
Ib  war  service.^** 

That  census,  carried  out  entirely,  as  it  was,  hy  unpaid 
volunteers,  all  of  whom  were  in  active  nursing  work  and  making 
no  claim  to  Ik?  expert  statisticians,  was  a  creditable  piece  of 
work,  of  substantial  practical  value.  While  not  a  scit'ut ideally 
perfect  aur^'ey,  it  was  approximately  accurate  and  sufficed  for 
the  immediate  purpose.  In  contrast  to  the  first  Rtni  Cross  sur- 
Tcy,  which  waa  a  survey  of  training  schools,  this  one  was  a 
census  of  individual  nurses. 

The  information  asked  for  was:  (1)  the  total  number  of 
registered  nurses;  (2)  the  total  niiinl>er  of  graduate  nurses,  not 
registered;  ('5)  numbers  of  pupils  in  registered  or  accredited 
tnining  scliools;  (3a)  in  non-accredited  training  schools; 
(4)  the  total  number  of  pupiljj  graduating  in  1918;  (5)  the 
total  number  of  pupils  that  could  Ix*  enrolled  in  the  fall  classes; 
(6)  the  total  number  of  pupils  that  could  be  enrolled  during 
the  year. 

The  census  figures  showed  that  there  were  66,017  registered 
nnrses  and  17,758  nurses  not  registered,  making  a  total  of 
83,775  nurses.  From  the  1570  accredited  schools,  13,288  nurses 
had  been  graduated  in  1918,  and  from  the  414  non-accredited 
9ch<x»la,  1099  hud  been  graduated,  uiaktug  a  total  of  14,387 
of  the  1918  classes,  which  brought  the  total  number  of  grad- 
uate nurses  available  at  the  end  of  1918  to  98,162. 

Aa  to  the  numbers  of  student  nurses,  38,938  were  in  accred- 
ited schools,  while  3<j33  were  in  non-uccredited  schools,  making 
ft  total  number  of  42,571  student  nurses  in  the  United  States. 
No  tigures  were  obtained  from  three  states  where  State  nurses' 
associations  did  not  exist.  The  census  was  completed  in 
March,   1018. 

Early  in  1918  Congress  inquired  into  tlie  nursing  reserves 
of  the  nation: 


Mr.  Trammell  submitted  the  following  resolution  (S.  Res. 
185),  which  was  read,  considered  by  unanimous  consent  and 
agreed  to: 

RESOLVED:  That  the  Senate  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs  be,  and  it  is  hereby,  directed  to  mvestigate  and  re- 
port to  the  Senate  at  the  earliest  practicable  date  the  avail- 

"See  Report  of  Comniitt«e  on  Nursing  ^Council  of  NationAl   Defense) 
JbIj  29,  ]f»n. 
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able  number  of  trained  nursee  for  service  with  the  United 
States  Army ;  and  whether  or  not  this  present  available 
nuDdber  will  be  adequate  for  the  needs  of  the  Army  wlien 
increased  by  the  anticipated  future  increments,  taking  into 
consideration  the  increased  demand  when  the  Army  shall 
more  largely  engage  in  active  conflict;  and  to  inves^tigate 
and  report  on  the  advisability  of  at  once  establishing  train- 
ing sources  or  schools  for  nurses  for  future  service  with  the 
Army  Hospitals;  and  to  iuvesticate  and  report  what,  if  any, 
provisiona  have  been  made  to  this  end  by  the  War  Depart- 
ment.'*' 


Ab  the  summer  wore  on  and  the  Red  Cross  continued  to  draw 
nurses  from  institutional  fields  for  the  Military  Establishment, 
Miss  Noyes  was  confronted  by  the  imminent  p<:iS8ibility  of 
breaking  down  completely  the  efficiency  of  the  nursing  sys- 
tems in  iilrcMidy  overcrowded  civilian  hospitals.  General  Oorgas 
in  August,  liU8,  was  calling  for  one  thousand  nurses  a  week. 
The  civilian  population  constituted,  however,  the  second  line  of 
defense.  Their  health  might  Ix*  seriously  undermined  by  this 
exhaustive  drain  upon  the  supply  of  physicians  and  nurses. 
**We  have  only  one  graduate  nurse  left,"  wrote  superintendents 
of  smaller  schools  of  nursing  to  Miss  Noyes,  "and  if  you  call 
her  into  service,  we  shall  be  forced  to  close  our  doors."  Some 
institutions  had  already  done  so. 

To  secure  scientifically  accurate  data  by  which  the  Nursing 
Sen'iee  might  b<»  guided  in  its  withdrawal  of  nurses  from  civil 
establishments,  Miss  Delano  and  Alisa  Noyes  sug^sted  early 
in  the  summer  of  191S  to  the  War  Department  and  to  offi- 
cials at  National  Headquarters  that  the  Ued  Cross  make  a 
complete  survey  of  the  nursing  resources  of  the  nation.  On 
August  27,  1018,  the  Surgeon  General  wrote  to  Mr.  Davison, 
chairman  of  the  AVar  Coimeil : 

Because  of  the  increased  militnry  programs  it  is  necessary 
that  there  should  bo  immodiatoly  available  definite  informa- 
tion as  to  the  number  of  graduate  nurses  available  for  mili- 
tary service;  also  supplementary  nursing  personnel,  trained 
hospital  attendants,  and  all  others  who  are  qualified  to  render 
aid  under  the  direction  of  graduate  nurses  in  the  care  of 
tlie  civilian  population. 

As  the  Red  Cross  is  the  agency  for  recruiting  nurses  for 
the  Army  Nurse  Corps  I  wish  you  would  take  immediate 
"CoogrcsBionBl  Record,  January  16.  1918,  p.  967. 
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Btepfl  to  make  a  nation-wide  survey  of  the  nursing  resources 
in  order  that  a  suffit'ient  niimbor  of  grndunte  nurse«  may  be 
withdrawn  for  military  service  with  the  least  interference 
to  the  possible  needs  of  the  civilian  population. 

(signed)   Wiluam  C.  Gorgas, 
Surgeon  General,  U.  S.  Army." 

mmediate  steps  were  taken  for  complying  with  Dr.  Gorgas' 
request.  The  Minutes  of  the  War  Council  meetings  for  the 
119th  meeting,  held  September  26,  1918,  give  a  full  account 
of  what  waa  done: 

.  .  .  under  date  of  August  29.  1918  (D.  R.,  p.  14G0),  the 
chairman  had  replied  to  the  above  letter  of  the  Surgeon 
General  of  the  Army,  stating  that  the  Ked  Crttss  deeply 
appreciated  the  importance  of  the  work  suggested,  and  that 
the  acting  general  manager  had  been  instructed  to  set  up 
special  machinery  at  Headquarters  under  expert  guidance, 
to  manage  the  survey  which  will  be  conducted  through  Ked 
Cross  Chapters. 

The  chairman  further  stated  that  a  comprehensive  plan 
had  now  been  submitted  (D.  R.,  p.  1538)  by  the  assistant 
general    manager   for   tlic   making   of   suuh   a   survey;    that 

Sucftionnaires  had  been  prepared  which  would  be  nejit  out 
irough  the  Chapters,  through  which  very  comprehensive 
information  on  the  nursing  resources  would  be  made  avail- 
able; that,  under  this  plan,  an  executive  manager  of  the 
nursing  survey,  Mr.  Frederick  C.  Munroe,  had  been  ap- 
pointed, and  a  Bpe<.'ial  organization  had  been  set  up  at  Na- 
tional Headquarters,  at  the  Divi:«ional  Headquarters,  and 
thence  to  every  Chapter  and  branch  in  the  country;  that 
the  work  of  canvassing  the  field  to  secure  facts  about  every 
nurse  would  involve  a  house  to  house  canvas  in  many  parts 
of  the  country,  and  hence  would  require  large  fort-es  of 
workers;  that  if  all  the  facts  that  can  be  useful  are  to  be 
gathered  from  this  survey,  the  tabulation  work  would  be 
very  great;  that  the  number  of  questionnairetv  that  would  be 
sent  to  National  Hertdqunrters  to  be  classified  and  analyzed 
is  estimated  roughly  at  300.000;  that  tabulation  nf  this 
zreat  number  of  questionnaires  can  be  done  only  by  methan- 
iral  mean-s  and  that  plans  were  now  being  completed  to  use 
the  so-calleil  "Hollerith  System,"  which  would  involve  ma- 
chines, punches,  special  cards,  filing  oases,  and  a  force  of 
fifty  or  sixty  clerks  for  about  two  montlis. 

"X>ocuineDU  of  Record,   pp.    1408-60. 
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He  further  stated  tliat  a  request  for  an  appropriation  of 
$6n.()f)n  had  now  been  received  from  the  director  of  the 
I)epiartment  of  Nursing,  approved  by  the  assistant  general 
manager,  to  cover  the  cost  of  making  this  survey,  including 
the  printing  and  distributing  of  questionnaires.  Headquar- 
ters* expense  for  machines,  punches,  cards,  filing  cases,  and 
clerical  hire,  and  Division  expenses  for  clerks,  traveling  and 
publicity.     [The  appropriation  was  granted."] 

The  statistical  division  was  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  C.  S, 
Quinn. 

In  a  letter  sent  to  all  the  Division  directors^  Miss  Delano 
aaid  in  part: 

The  survey  is  quite  apart  from  the  enrollment  of  Red 
Cross  nurses  and  will  be  conducted  more  nearly  like  a  census 
than  an  enrollment,  and  for  this  reason  it  will  be  necessary 
to  secure  the  assistance  of  people  who  have  had  experience 
in  conducting  surveys  and  compiling  statistics.  Mr.  Munroe, 
of  Boston,  who  is  an  expert  along  these  lines,  has  been  placed 
in  charge  of  the  work  at  Red  Cross  Headquarters.  I  have 
already  appealed  to  the  State  nurses*  associations,  who 
made  the  former  survey,  urging  their  cooperation  and  we 
are  advising  with  the  Committees  Ofi  yurnng  of  the  Ameri- 
can Red  Cross  and  tlie  Cov^ndl  of  Naiionnl  Defense  and  the 
Surgeon  GeneraVs  office.  .    .    . 

We  are  anxious  to  secure  definite  information  concerning 
all  the  nursing  resources  of  the  community,  including  not 
only  graduate  nurses,  registered  and  unregistered,  but  pupil 
nurse**,  practical  nurses,  trained  attendants,  raidwives,  etc 
This  places  the  whole  work  on  a  different  basis  from  any 
previous  suney  and  will  make  available  the  information  so 
greatly  needed  at  this  time  in  meet  military  necessities  and 
protect  the  welfare  of  the  fommunities. 

Definite  plans  outlining  the  work  will  be  issued  as  soon  as 
possible. 

The  coming  of  tlie  Armistice  with  its  welcome  relief  from 
high  tension  had  an  inhibiting  effect  on  the  processes  of  the 
survey  and  when,  in  the  spring  of  1010  the  Bureau  of  Nurs- 
ing Survey  reported  that  field  activities  were  drawing  to  a 
close,  it  had  received  but  57.0%  of  the  expected  returns.  The 
questionnaires  filled  out  in   sufficiently  complete   form  to  be 

■Sc«  Minut«fl  of  the  119tli  Meeting  of  the  War  Council,  September  26, 
1018,  pp.   1556.1957. 
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utilized  showed  155,918  women  broadly  classed  as  nurses,  and 
coming  under  all  the  various  headings  indicated  in  the  letter 
quoted  above,  from  Miss  Delano  to  the  Division  directors. 
From  the  averages  it  was  computed  that  the  whole  number 
of  nurses  of  all  grades,  in  the  country,  would  be  about  269,288, 
but  the  minute  classifications  could  not  be  pushed  to  a  con- 
clusion, nor  was  the  final  completion  of  the  survey  as  a  whole 
poesible,  after  the  return  of  peace. 


CHAPTER  VI 


RELATION    OF    THE    NVRSINO    BEKVICE    TO    THE    AB] 


Organizaiion  of  Uniis — Base  Hoapiials — Hospital  Units — 
Emergency  Deiachments — Training  School  Units — Special 
Units — Cantonment  Zone  Service — Mexican  Border  Service 
— Equipment  and  Insignia, 

POPULAR  opinion  bns  made  af  the  American  Red  Cross 
nurse  a  romantic  embodiment  of  personal  beauty,  of 
steadfast  courage  and  sympathy,  of  womanly  sweet- 
ness and  geiitle  strength.  It  has,  moreover,  pictured  her  at 
the  forefront  of  war,  set  high  above  the  ugliness  and  stench  of 
combat,  unperturbed,  serene  and  holy  by  reason  of  this  beauty 
of  person  and  character,  a  shining  ideal  toward  which  the  dy- 
ing soldier  tunied  his  glazing  eyes. 

Among  the  eighteen  thousand  American  Red  Cross  nurses 
who  served  with  the  iVmerican  Armies  during  the  European 
War,  sentimentalists  could  have  found  senrcely  a  single  woman 
who  fulfilled  in  outward  appearance  at  least  this  radiant  con- 
ception of  the  angel  of  the  battlefields.  Instead  of  the  flowing 
white  veil  and  the  imaiaeulate  uniform  of  popular  fancy  and 
pistered  fame,  the  Red  Cross  nurse  wore  the  utilitarian  cap  of 
the  graduate  nurse  and  the  practical  gray  uniform  of  the  field; 
sometimes  she  was  muffled  up  in  slicker,  with  storm  boots  on 
her  f(H't  and  8ou*westrr  pulled  down  over  her  eyes;  or  again 
she  had  drawn  a  sagging,  weather-l)eaten  sweater  about  her 
shivering  body.  Instead  of  a  seraphic-faeed  girl,  she  was  far 
more  frequently  a  woman  of  mature  years,  long  familiar  with 
the  seamy  side  of  human  relationships,  long  acquainted  with 
the  sadness  bom  of  working  day  and  night  with  the  two  supreme 
realities  of  human  existence,  Life  and  Death.  She  had  little 
opportunity  for  gentle  speech  to  the  wounded  in  moments  of 
stress,  only  time  and  strength  to  utter  brief  words  of  instruc- 
tion to  corpsmen  and  stretcher-bearers  who  assisted  her.  Highly- 
trained   instrument  in  the  care  of  the  sick   that  she  herself 
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was,  she  could  manifest  uo  reactions  of  her  own  personality  or 
of  her  own  emotions.  Though  her  throat  might  ache  with  sym- 
pathy, her  mind  must  be  alert,  her  eyes  must  be  clear,  her  hands 
steady  for  the  performance  of  her  manifold  duties. 

As  the  personality  of  the  individual  woman  was  lost  in  the 
efficiency  of  the  expert  nurse,  so  was  the  identity  of  the  Ameri- 
can Red  Cross  Nursing  Service  lost  in  that  of  the  Army  Nurse 
C-orps.  So  close  was  its  relationship,  so  wlKtle-hearted  was  its 
WKijjeration  with  the  United  States  War  Department  that  its 
nurses,  during  the  last  months  of  the  duration  of  hostilities, 
clurrfully  laid  aside  the  Red  CVoss,  that  B;vmbol  of  humani- 
tarianism  which  had  led  them  to  pledge  loyalty  and  service  to 
an  ideal  of  patriotic  altruism,  that  they  might  conform  in  all 
particulars  to  the  regulations  of  the  Military  Establisliment. 

How  the  individualistic  humanitarian  instincts  of  the  relief 
worker  during  the  Civil  and  Spanish-American- Wars  crystal- 
ized  into  tlie  Red  Cross  ideal,  how  the  affiliation  of  tlie  Ameri- 
can nursing  profession  brought  this  shadowy  vision  of  the  care 
of  the  sick  and  wounded  of  armies  in  war  from  the  realm  of 
vague  aspiration  into  that  of  deiinite  actuality,  how  this  germ- 
idea  developed  into  the  official  reserve  of  the  United  States 
Army  and  Navy  Nurse  Corps,  has  already  been  shown.  Into 
this  complex  pattern  of  American  war  nursing,  the  lives  and 
atXHmiplishmeuts  of  many  women  have  been  woven.  Among 
the  seven  who  in  turn  have  stood  at  the  head  of  the  Govern- 
ment's nursing  forces, — Dorothea  Dix,  Anita  Nowcomb  Mo- 
Gee,  Dita  Kinney,  Jane  Delano,  Isabel  ^[clsaae,  Dora  E. 
Thompson,  and  Julia  C.  Stirason — the  World  War  brought  into 
sharp  relief  the  last  two  as  superintendents  of  the  Army  Nurse 
Corps. 

By    training    and    temperament,    these    women    were    both 
iquely  fitted  for  the  work  each  accomplished  in  the  Army 
urse  Corps.     Miss  Thompson  was  a  veteran  member  of  this 
organization.      After    post-graduate    work    in    operating-room 
methods  at  her  alma  mater,  the  City  Hospital,  Blackwell's  Is- 
land, New  York  City,  she  did  private  duty  nursing  for  four 
years  in  New  York  City.     She  was  enrolled  as  a  nurse  April 
22,  1002,  in  the  then  infant  Army  Nurse  Corps  and  was  ap- 
pointed as  a  chief  nurse  in  August,  1905.    Service  followed  at 
tterman  Oeneral  Hospital,  where  her  work  as  chief  nurse 
ring  and   after  the  San   Francisco  earthquake  was  highly 
tonuncudcd.     Later,  she  was  sent  to  Manila  to  serve  as  chief 
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nurse  of  the  Division  Hospital.  In  May,  un4,  she  became 
a  member  of  the  American  lied  Cross  ^Nursing  Service.  Dur- 
ing tlio  same  year,  she  was  ap|)oiuted  Superintendent  of  the 
Army  Nurse  Corps,  following  t!ie  death  of  Miss  Mt'lsaac.  In 
this  capacity,  she  served  until  December  30,  1910,  when  she 
tendered  her  resignation.  She  then  took  extended  leave  of 
absence,  at  the  expiration  of  which  she  was  appointed  as- 
sistant Superintendent  of  the  Army  Nurse  Corps  and  at  her 
own  request  was  assigned  to  duty  in  the  Philippines. 

Pa  i  nstak  i  ngly  f a  i  th  f u  1  to  mi  nutiae,  M  iss  T  hompson  poa- 
Bessed  that  type  of  mind  often  described  as  the  first  pro- 
requisite  to  genius.  Hera  was  an  infinite  capacity  for  detail, 
which  made  her  invaluable  in  the  performance  of  her  sharply 
defined  duties  in  the  Surgeon  Generars  office.  Iron-clad  regu- 
lations handed  down  by  the  high  officials  of  the  War  and 
State  Departments  controlled  to  the  last  detail  the  complicated 
process  by  which  an  American  Ked  Cross  nurse  was  assigned 
to  active  Army  service.  Miss  Thompson  piloted  the  Army 
Nurse  Corps  through  tliese  narrow  channels  with  a  faithfulness 
characteristic  of  the  *'Army  mind."  Beneath  a  certain  cold 
reserve  of  manner  born  of  her  exacting  tasks,  she  possessed  gen- 
tleness and  sweet  restraint.  She  was  absolutely  free  from  what 
may  be  termed  the  politician's  instinct. 

The  mcteor-Iike  ascendency  of  Julia  Catherine  Stimson  of- 
fered sharp  contrast  to  the  unobtrusive  rise  of  her  predecessor. 
In  the  blinding  light  of  war,  her  dominant  personality  stood 
out  in  the  same  bold  outlines  as  did  her  Amazonian  physique. 
Her  regular,  boyish  features  habitually  wore  a  thoughtful  ex- 
pression, which  brought  to  the  observer  an  impression  of  dig- 
nity and  power.  Her  well-trained  mental  processes,  clean-cut 
often  to  tbe  point  of  brns<iuc  speech,  were  as  direct  in  their 
focus  as  were  her  keen  blue  eyes. 

The  daughter  of  a  New  York  clerg;>Tnan,  Miss  Stimson  was 
graduated  from  Vassar  College  and  from  the  School  of  Nurs- 
ing of  the  New  York  Hospital,  New  York  City.  For  three 
years  she  was  superintendent  of  nurses  at  the  Harlem  Hos- 
pital. She  went  to  St.  Ix>ui8  in  October,  lt>ll,  to  do  social 
service  work  in  Washington  University  and  in  the  St  Louis 
Children's  Hospitals,  and  later  becami'  superintendent  of 
nurses  of  the  Washington  University  Training  School  for 
Nurses.  She  volunteered  in  1009  for  patriotic  service  under 
the  Red  CroBs,  when  enrollment  of  nurses  was  being  under* 
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^takcn  through  Rod  Cross  Chapters.    Her  first  opportunity  for 
*ftctive  duly  under  the  lied  Cross  flag  came  iu  1U13  during  the 
Ohio  flood. 

When  the  Red  Cross  Department  of  Military  Relief  author- 
ized the  organisation  of  Base  Hospital  No.  21,  within  the 
Washington  University  Medical  School,  Julia  Stimson  was  ap- 
pointe<l  diief  nurse.  She  served  with  dial inot ion  iluring  its 
subdcquent  assignment  to  the  British  Expeditionary  Forces. 
Her  successful  work  in  the  Washington  University  School  of 
Nursing,  as  well  as  t.he  fact  that  she  was  an  alumna  of  Vassar, 
caused  her  name  to  he  brought  forward  during  the  spring  of 
1918  as  a  natural  selection  for  the  head  of  the  preparatory 
course  of  the  Vassar  training  school  project.  The  Chief 
Snrgeon,  American  Expeditionary  Forces,  however,  assigned 
Miss  Stimson  in  April,  1018,  tq  the  ofiice  of  the  American 
R^d  Cross  in  Paris  at  the  request  of  the  Red  Cross  rt)mini8- 
sioner  t*:)  serve  as  (^hief  Nurse  of  the  American  Red  Cross  in 
France.  On  November  1.5  of  the  same  year,  General  Ireland, 
who  throughout  his  service  as  Chief  Surgeon  of  the  American 
Foroea  in  Franco  and  later  as  Surgeon  General,  United  States 
Army,  had  been  a  stanch  friend  of  the  Red  Cross  Nursing 
-Service,  appointed  Miss  Stimson  Director  of  the  Nursing  Ser- 
ice  of  the  American  Expeditionary  Forces.  In  July,  1919, 
Stimson  returned  to  the  United  States  to  succeed  Alisa 
Goodrich  as  Dean  of  the  Array  School  of  Nursing.  Secro- 
ttry  of  War  Baker  appointed  her  Superintendent  of  the  Army 
Nurse  Corps  tive  months  later. 

The  special  relationship  between  the  Army  Nurse  Corps  and 
the  American  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service  was  defined  in  b 
paragraph  draftefl  by  Miss  Delano  wlien  she  was  superintend- 
ent of  the  Army  Nurse  Corps  and  was  printed  in  the  (191  ft) 
Manual  of  the  Medical  Department,  United  States  Army.  The 
paragraDh  follows: 

102.     The  enrolled  nurses  of  the  American  National  Red 

Cross  Nursing  Service  will  conatitutc  the  reserve  of  the  Army 
Nurse  Corps,  and  in  time  of  war  or  other  emergency  may 
with  their  own  consent  be  assigned  to  active  duty  in  the 
Military  KstabliKlunent.  When  the  eincrgeiicy  necessitating 
the  employment  of  reserve  nurses  is  imminent,  the  Surgeon 
General  will  request  the  proper  officer  of  the  Hed  Cross 
Society  to  nominate  from  among  the  enrolled  nurses  qiialitied 
for  the  work  to  be  done  as  many  as  the  Surgeon  General 
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may  deem  necessary  to  enable  him  to  choofie  thofie  for  as- 
eignment  to  active  duty, 

(a)  When  called  into  active  ecrvice  they  will  be  subject 
to  all  the  established  rules  and  regulutions  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Nurse  Corps,  and  will  receive  the  pay  and 
allowance  of  nurses  on  the  regulnr  list. 

(b)  A  reserve  nurse  will  not  be  reheved  from  active  serv- 
ice ejccept  by  order  of  the  Surgeon  General.  Except  in  case 
of  misconduct  she  will,  if  she  so  desires,  be  furni^:hod  travel 
orders  to  her  home  before  the  order  of  relief  shall  take 
effect.  .  .  . 

(c)  When  a  reserve  nurse  is  assigned  to  active  service  the 
Surgeon  General  will  by  letter  promptly  advise  the  proper 
officer  of  tlio  Ked  Cross  Society  to  thnt  effect.  When  she  is 
relieved  from  active  service  he  will  communicate  that  fact 
likewise  by  letter,  stating  the  cause  of  her  relief  and  whether 
her  services  have  been  satisfactory.^ 

On  Dccorabcr  18,  1016,^  Secretary  Baker  issued  Regulations 
Governing  the  Employment  of  the  iVmerican  Red  Cross  iu 
Time  of  War,  which  contained  the  following  paragraph: 
"10.  The  Red  Cross  units  organized  for  service  with  the  Army 
or  for  the  purpose  of  training  personnel  therefor  are:  1,  am- 
bulance companies;  2,  base  hospitals;  3,  hospital  units;  4,  sur- 
gical sections;  5,  emergency  nurse  detachments;  G,  sanitary 
training  detachments;  7,  information  service;  8,  refreahment 
units  and  detachments;  9,  supply  depots:  10,  general  hospi- 
tals; 11,  convalescent  homes," 

Eflicient  and  friendly  cooperation  of  the  closest  type  existed 
during  the  European  War  between  the  Army  Nurse  Corps  and 
the  American  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service.  By  letter,  by  tele- 
phone, by  special  messenger,  Miss  Thompson  and  Miss  Delano 
and  Miss  Noyea  kept  iu  touch  with  each  other.  Calls  went 
from  the  Surgeon  General's  office,  first  hx'ated  in  the  Mills 
Building  and  later  moved  to  temporary  offices  flanking  tho 
Botanical  Gardens  at  Eighth  and  B  Streets,  to  National  Red 

'Munual  for  the  Medical  Department.  U.  S.  A.,  1916,  p.  47. 

•These  RegtiUtinnd  of  DiH-ember  IS.  1016.  were  hiter  replaced  by  SperiAl 
ReKuliitionH,  Nn.  61.  War  Dc|nirlmiMit,  Oclober  8.  1017,  which  Re^lutinns 
"includo  and  ari'  identical  with  the  HeguIation»  Governiii|(  the  Kiiiploy- 
menl  of  the  American  Ueil  Croga  in  Time  of  War  (December  18,  1016) 
and  Oenerul  <>rder»  No.  82,  War  Deiiurtment,  lftl7."  Spwial  Re^lationa 
No.  (Jl  furiued  the  ullkiiil  guide-bcKik  of  the  American  Red  Cross  during 
the  remaindiT  of  the  participation  hy  the  United  States  in  the  European 
War. 
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'Cross  Ileadquarters ;  Miss  Noyes  in  turn  sped  these  demands 

Division  officios  and  Local  CommittecB;  while  the  Red  Cross 
publicity  organization  spread  tlie  appeals  broadcast  over  the 
length  and  breadth  of  the  laud,  until  on  November  11,  1D18, 
the  United  States  Army  Nurse  Corps  totaled  the  largest  body 
of  professional  women  ever  mobilized  for  patriotic  service. 

Far  removed,  however,  from  its  final  war  strength  of  21,- 

t80  members  was  the  Army  Nurse  Corps  on  April  6,  1017. 

ly  2ii5   regular  and   1G5   reserve  members  constituted   the 

Oovemment's  nursing  forces  when  the  United  States  declared 

war. 

Military  science  decreed  that  the  sanitary  personnel  within 
the  armies  of  civilized  countries  should  constitute  ten  per  cent 
of  the  strength  of  the  forces.  Secretary  IJakcr  contirmed  this 
opinion  by  his  orders  of  June,  1917.  The  General  Staif,  Ameri- 
m  Expeditionary  Forces,  fiually  agreed  that  the  total  sani- 

■y   personnel,  othcers,  nurses  and   enlisted   men,   should  be 

seven  and  sixty-five  hundredths  per  cent  (7.05% ),    The  Chief 

Surgeon  in  a  letter  submitted  August  11,  1917,  to  the  Chief 

of  Staff  stated  that  for  an  army  of  one  null  ion  men,  22,430 

airses  would  be  required.     He  added  that  "it  is  believed  that 

this  calculation  is  erroneous,  the  error  will  be  on  the  side 
of  conservatism."  ^ 

The  Army  estimated  that  the  ratio  of  one  uurse  to  every 
ten  hospital  beds  was  a  safe  one.  In  a  memorandum  prepared 
in  February,  lOlS,  by  tlie  Surgeon  GeneraFs  office  for  Secre- 
tary Baker,  the  following  statement  was  made: 

The  ten-bed-to-one-nurse  ratio  is  admittedly  a  restricted 
allowance,  offering  scant  margin  of  safety  to  take  up  a  serious 
epidemic.  As  t^hown  on  the  tabular  sheet,  the  present  actual 
ratio  in  the  United  States  is  one  nurse  to  15.8  beds.  To 
meet  an  epidemic  emergency,  additional  nurses  must  be  re- 
quested after  the  need  has  appeared,  making  at  least  tem- 
porary inadequacy  inevitable.* 

The  assignment  to  active  duty  of  fifty  base  hospitals  organ- 
ized b^'  the  Red  Cross  in  1016  and  1D17  for  the  Army  formed 
the  skeleton  of  the  hospitalization  of  the  United  States  Medi- 
cal Department  in  France.     When  these  massive  columns  were 

•••nUtory  of  Nursing  Adivitien^  A.K.F.,  on  the  Western  P'ront  during  the 
War  PtTJod,"  J,  0.  SlinifMin,  p.  7,  Surgeon  Gcnerttrs  offit'c.  Wash.,  D.  C. 
*Sec    Mler    wrilUfn    by    Jane    A.    Dclnnu    »n     February     15.    1918,    to 
'aJ  W'iUiam  C.  Oorgaii;  Bed  Crons  Archives,  Wash.,  O.'C- 
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ordered  overseas  during  the  Biunmcr  of  1917  and  to  the  can- 
tonments of  the  National  Army,  Surgeon  General  Gorgas  au- 
thorized the  organization  of  fifty  additional  one-s,  beginning 
with  Nnniber  Fiftv-fonr.  Tht^e  baw  hospital  units  were  to 
be  organized  on  a  basis  of  tivr  hundred  In-ds,  witli  n  nnrsing 
personnel  of  sixty-live  members.  The  Surgeon  General's  offiee 
stated  that  they  did  not  believe  that  these  units  would  be  or- 
dered into  the  field,  however,  until  after  the  original  fifty  base 
hospital  units  whieh  the  Red  Cross  had  organized  and 
equipped  had  been  called  into  active  service.* 

The  first  branches  of  the  iVmerican  Army  to  see  foreign 
BervicD  were  six  base  hospital  units  which  were  assigned  to 
duty  with  the  British  Expeditionary  Forces  several  weeks 
after  the  United  States  declared  war.  Upon  arrival  in  France, 
these  units  were  placed  in  charge  of  six  British  general  hos- 
pitals, of  from  fifteen  hundred  to  twenty-five  hundred  bed 
capacity,  which  were  located  in  the  Rouen  and  Le  Treport 
areas.  The  original  nursing  staff  of  sixty-fivo  members  was 
found  to  be  inadequate,  so  the  Surgeon  General's  office  called 
for  additional  nurses  in  sufheient  numbers  to  raise  the  staffs 
to  one  hundred  nurses  each.  Nurses  from  Red  Cross  hospi- 
tal units  were  used  for  this  purpose  and  "casuals"  were  also 
sent  over.  The  organization  of  alt  fuliiro  Imso  hospital  units 
was  undertaken  on  a  basis  of  one  hundred  nurses  rather  than 
sixty-five. 

On  February  21,  1918,  Miss  Thompson  wrote  Miss  Delano 
of  the  first  change  in  m(»thr»d  of  assignment  nf  reserve  nurses 
to  active  service  from  the  former  system  of  unit  organization. 
The  Surgeon  General's  office  suggested  that,  in  the  future, 
the  nurses  who  were  enrolled  by  the  lied  Cross  should  not  be 
assigned  to  specific  base  hospital  unitii,  as  had  l>een  done  with 
the  first  fifty,  but  that  they  shouhl  Ih'  held  as  a  general  nursing 
reserve,  to  be  called  upon  as  available  and  as  needed.  "The 
advantage  of  this  procedure,"  wrote  Colonel  Winford  Smith, 
then  in  charge  of  the  Base  Hospital  Division  of  the  Surgeon 
General's  office,  "would  be  that  it  would  not  be  necessary  to 
keep  track  of  specific  groups  which  might  have  to  be  with- 
drawn from  service  at  some  place  to  go  with  the  base  ho»-] 
pital  to  which  they  had  been  assigned,  nor  would  it  be  uoce»-| 
sary   to   hold   nurses   on    the    inactive    list    becatise   of   ihei 

•5?o«  letter  written  by  Dor»  E.  Tbompeon  to  Clani  D.  Noyc»,  October 
8,  1D17. 
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lipnmpnt  to  base  hospitals  not  yet  in  service.  If  the  mirscs 
itt^  eiin)lled  in  a  general  reserve,  they  can  I>e  eaUed  as  needed 
and  afifiipned  where  they  are  needed  most.'*  *  Under  this  plan, 
the  iSurgeou  General's  offiec  hoped  to  develop  a  reserve  supply 
in  the  cantonment  hospitals,  from  which  nurses  would  be  drawn 
whon  a  base  hospital  was  to  be  organized  for  service  in  Great 
Britain  or  Frauee. 

The  method  by  whi<?h  the  Surgr/on  General's  ofTu^e  advised 
the  Nursing  Service  of  the  net^ds  of  the  Army  is  well  illus- 
trHt4*d  in  two  nxjui^ts  for  nurses  which  were  received  in  the 
late  winter  and  early  spring  of  1!>18.  Ou  February  28,  1018, 
t^olonel  Smith  wrote  Miss  Delano  that  the  Surgt^on  General 
would  r€M]uire  approximntely  tivc  thousand  nurses  between 
March  and  June,  in  addition  to  those  already  assigned  to  base 
hospital  units.  Miss  Thompson  partially  echoed  this  request 
in  fl  letter  written  to  Miss  Noycs  on  March  4,  in  which  she 
asked  that  the  Ked  Cross  "nominate  as  soon  as  possible  450 
nurses  needed  for  immediate  assignment,  in  addition  to  the  one 
hundred  nurses"  a  month  w*hich  the  lied  Cross  was  mobilizing 
during  January,  February  and  March  for  immediate  assign- 
ment to  the  American  Expeditionary  Forces. 

Ihiring  the  middle  of  December,  1917,  Miss  Noyes  had  ex- 
perienced difficulty  in  convincing  nurses  that  the  time  had 
arrived  for  them  to  relinquish  their  civilian  affiliations  and  to 
undertake  active  military  service.  The  Ked  Cross  enrollmentj 
then  of  eight  thousand  nurses  pledged  to  active  service  upwn 
rail,  was  at  this  time  wholly  uiu-lassitied.  Two  methods  of 
utilizing  thia  nursing  reserve  cxmfronted  Miss  Noyea;  on  the 
one  band  she  miglit  weed  out  from  the  giMienil  files  of  the  Nurs- 
ing Sen'ice  by  detailed  and  tedious  corrcHpouileiict!  tlu*  names 
of  all  women  who  met  the  citizenship  and  physical  require- 
TDcnts  of  the  Surgeon  Gcnerfll's  office  and  who  were,  more- 
o\-fr,  willing  to  respond  to  an  immediate  call;  on  the  other 
hand  she  might  present  the  military  need  to  the  nursing  pro- 
fession by  speaking  personally  to  large  groups  of  nurses  in  all 
pATtB  of  the  conntry.  She  finally  decided  to  take  a  speaking 
trip  during  December,  1917,  and  January,  lf)18,  through  the 
principal  cities  of  tijo  United  States  to  address  mass  meetings 
of  nurses.  She  returned  to  Headquarters  during  the  middle 
of  February',  1918. 

*8«e  lett«r  written  by  Dora  K.  Thompson  to  Jane  A.  Delano,  February 
21.  1918. 
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Hardly  Lad  she  bcguu  when  she  found  out  the  reasons  why 
nurses  were  slow  to, volunteer  for  the  additional  base  hospitals 
and  the  groups  of  *V'asual8'*  for  which  the  War  Department 
was  then  pressing  the  Kcd  Cross.  To  her  appeals  for  nurses 
for  cantonment  hospitals  in  this  country,  members  of  her 
audiences  responded  with  the  statement  that  three  thousand 
nurses  were  known  to  be  listed  u{K)n  the  muster-rolls  of  the 
fifty  base  hospitals  then  awaitinj^  assipiment  to  active  duty, 
and  that  several  hundreds  of  these  very  women  had  been  mark- 
ing time  for  weeks  at  the  port  of  embarkation,  Ellis  Island. 
Their  transportation  was  delayed  on  account  of  orders  to  hold 
all  non-combatants  and  to  rush  the  (Himbatants  overseas,  but 
this  information,  of  course,  was  Tiot  given  out  to  the  public 
for  obvious  reasons;  nor  was  it  kuuwn  in  the  Surge4)n  General's 
office  when  the  nurses  would  be  sent  overseas.  Notification 
as  to  accommodations  on  the  transports  was  often  sent  but  a 
few  hours  before  sailing.  As  long  as  the  services  of  these 
women  remained  unutilized,  argued  Miss  Noyes'  listeners,  the 
demands  of  the  cantQnmenta  could  not  be  so  urgent.  Direct 
foreign  assignment,  moreover,  appeared  far  more  picturesque^ 
more  desirable.  On  the  other  lumd,  the  Surgeon  GeneraFs 
office  held  to  the  policy  tliat  the  nursing  statTs  of  base  hospitals 
should  not  be  scattered  among  the  cantonments  at  this  time, 
as  the  sailing  of  tlieir  units  was  imiuinent  and  it  was  thought 
that  their  assignment  and  almost  immediate  withdrawal  would 
add  to  the  already  heavy  burden  at  the  camps.  Miss  Thomp- 
son and  Colonel  Smith,  naturally,  knew  that  an  initial  experi- 
ence in  military  routine  in  the  cantonment  hospitals  for  nurses 
as  well  as  for  officers  and  enlisted  men  would  heighten  their 
efficiency,  so  in  order  to  correct  the  general  mi.sunderstandiug 
that  the  Red  Cross  was  in  no  great  need  for  nurses  for  the 
Army,  the  nurses  of  the  various  units  were  finally  sent  to  the 
cantonments  and  Army  general  hospitals  throughout  the  coun- 
try for  duty  pending  the  sailing  of  their  units.  Miss  Thomp- 
son wrote  Miss  Delano  on  March  8,  lltlS:  *'In  order  tn  meet 
the  need  for  nurses  in  this  country,  the  entire  group  of  nurses 
attached  to  base  hospitals  not  yet  ordered  out,  will  lie  ordered 
into  service  upon  receipt  of  their  names  in  this  office.  It  is 
.thought  advisable,  however,  that  no  more  than  ten  (10)  nurses 
from  any  one  bas*^  hospital  be  ordered  to  any  one  cantonment 
hospital,  lest  we  cripple  tbc  hospital  when  the  nurses  must  be 
withdrawn," 
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By  the  late  spring  of  191S,  tlie  Siirgeon  General's  office  had 
estimated  the  number  of  nurses  which  the  Army  would  require 
of  the  Red  Cross  reserve.  In  a  letter  written  March  8,  Colonel 
Smith  stated  that  **the  number  of  nurses  estimated  for  our  re- 
quirements up  to  January,  1919,  including  those  now  in  ser* 
vice  and  the  5000  askwl  for  by  June  1,  is  25,000."  Early  in 
the  summer  of  1918,  this  number  was  greatly  increased.  On 
July  27,  Brigadier  General  Robert  E<  Noble  advised  the  Di- 
rector General  of  Military  Relief  that  at  least  2500  additional 
nurses  would  be  needed  between  that  date  and  September  16. 
On  August  1,  1918,  Surgeon  General  Gorgas  issued  to  the  Red 
Crosg  his  historic  appeal : 

I  call  upon  your  organization,  as  the  chief  nurse  recruit- 
ing agency  of  the  Army,  to  employ  every  possililfi  means  tn 
increase  tlie  enrollment  of  nurses  for  immediate  assignment 
to  duty. 

With  the  contemplated  increase  in  the  Army  both  at  home 
and  overseas,  tl»ere  mus-t  be  a  proportionate  inrrease  in  the 
number  of  nurses  in  the  service.  The  Army  today  is  grow- 
ing faster  than  the  Nurse  Corps  is  increasing,  and  as  the 
Armies  overseas  enter  the  front  line  trenches  in  creator  num- 
bers, the  greater  will  be  the  need  for  nurses  in  the  Army 
Nurse  Corps. 

I,  tlierefore,  urge  upon  tlie  American  Red  Cross,  through 
its  Bgeueiea,  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  the  trained  nurses 
of  the  co!mtr>'.  the  necessity  of  immediate  offer  of  service, 
and  then  enrollment  in  the  Army  Nurse  Corps. 

1  hesitate  to  deal  in  concrete  numbers,  but  1  desire  to 
emphasize  the  fact  that  I  need  today  a  very  material  in- 
crease in  the  Army  Nurse  Corps,  and  desire  this  increase 
in  the  ratio  of  at  least  a  thousand  a  week  for  the  next  two 
months. 


These  requests,  together  with  the  assistance  which  the  Amer- 
ican Red  Cross  was  giving  the  Women's  Committee  of  the 
Council  of  National  Defense  in  recniiting  student  nurses  for 
the  Army  School  of  Nursing  and  for  civilian  hospital  Bchools,'' 

'See  letter  written  July  8.  1918.  by  the  actinj;  pencral  manaf^r 
Xattona.1  Red  CrosH  HeadquHrterB,  to  ttie  Division  iiiatiafceru  regarding  a 
plan  to  ftg^ist  the  Women's  Committee  of  tlio  Council  of  National  Defense 
to  rwniit  student  nurHen  for  the  Army  School  of  Nursing  and  civilian 
koffpital  fiohoola  of  nursinjr.  See  also  letter  written  by  Jane  A.  Delano  to 
tDiTiAion  DirtTtors  of  Ntirttin^.  attaolicd  to  and  (rannmittcd  by  the  above. 
Steo  also  nuggeateil  letter  tn  ChapterR  attached  to  and  transmitted  by  tlxe 
above  letter  of  the  acting  general  manager. 
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brought,  by  July,  1919,  the  total  uecda  of  the  Army  to  fiity 
thousand  graduate  and  student  nurses.  Fifty  thousand  grad- 
uate and  student  nurses!  This  was  the  resjMjnsibility  which 
fell  to  Miss  Dehmo,  more  than  to  any  other  woman.  As  chair- 
man of  the  National  Committee,  the  American  Red  Cross  and 
the  Anierienn  nursing  profe-saion  had  entrusted  to  her  vision 
the  development  of  Red  Cross  nursing  ser\'iee,  if  now^  at  the 
supreme  umment,  this  organization  whieh  her  hrain  and  hand 
had  ereated  nnd  nurtured,  failed  to  meet  the  obligations  which 
war  laid  upon  it,  to  her  more  than  to  any  other  woman  would 
belong  the  ovom'helming  catastrophe  and  despair  of  its  failure ; 
and  in  crowded  wards  of  base  hospitiils  uud  evacuation  sta- 
tions, American  men  would  have  to  endure  the  agony  of  modem 
battle  casualties,  unalleviated  by  adequate  nursing  care. 

A  definite  problem  of  supply  and  demand  confronted  the 
Red  Cross,  On  one  side  of  tlie  etjuatiou  were  the  nursing  re- 
sources of  the  country,  distributed  in  the  fields  of  private  duty 
nursing,  in  institutional  work,  in  public  health  nursing  and  in 
the  advanced  classes  of  schools  of  nursing.  On  the  other  side 
were  the  needs  of  the  Military  Establishment  The  responsi- 
bility of  the  Red  Cross  was  to  select  from  these;  fields  nurses 
sufficient  in  number  to  meet  war  needs,  yet  to  withdraw  them 
in  such  a  way  that  the  health  of  the  civilian  population  would 
not  be  jeopardized. 

According  to  the  Regulations  Governing  the  Employment  of 
the  American  Red  Cross  in  Time  of  War,  which  Secretary 
Baker  issued  on  December  18,  1910,  the  four  types  of  unit 
through  which  the  Army  secured  nurses  from  the  Red  Cross 
were  base  hospitals,  hospital  units,  surgical  sections  and  emer- 
gtmcy  nurse  detachment. 

After  steps  had  been  initiated  to  meet  the  general  demands, 
groups  of  nurses  expert  in  the  care  of  special  diseases  were  or- 
ganized by  the  Nursing  Service  for  duty  in  four  special  hos- 
pitals of  the  Me<lical  Corps,  the  Orthopedic;  the  Fracture;  the 
Eye,  Ear  and  Throat;  and  the  Psychiatric  Hospitals.  Public 
health  nurses  also  were  ejiUed  for  by  the  U.  S.  Public  Health 
Service  for  duty  in  extra-cnntonment  zones. 

Paper  charts  and  pamphlets  outlining  the  requirements,  pur- 
pose and  probable  future  s<*rvice  of  each  type  of  unit  were  sent 
out  to  Local  Committees  on  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service  and 
to  civilian  hospitals  from  National  Headquarters,  and  later 
to  the  same  Local  Committees  from  Division  offices.     With 
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ttnremiuing  energy,  the  field  workers  set  out  to  fill  ihc  itnits. 
Individual  nurses  were  approached  with  the  suggestion  tliat 
ibey  undertake  military-  senioe  in  some  oue  of  these  units.  If 
they  met  the  requirements  of  the  Army,  they  were  rnrollod 
in  the  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service  and  their  ninnes  ehivke<i  off 
against  given  positions  in  the  organization  eharts  of  the  nntts. 
When  one  of  these  struetures  was  entirely  e>»nipleti',  its  iiinnter- 
in-roll  or  personnel-list  was  sent  to  the  War  Department.  Tho 
Surgeon  General  then  ordered  the  nurses  into  active  servieo; 
travel  orders  were  issued  to  eaeh  nurse.  The  procedure  by 
which  the  majority  of  nurses  serving  in  the  Europ<Min  War 
were  mustered  into  military  duty  is  well  illustrated  by  the  de- 
tailed steps  taken  in  the  c^se  of  a  member  of  an  eniorgency 
detachment 

"Mary  Brown,"  a  nurse  engaged  in  private  duty  nursing  at 
Cascade,  Iowa,  desired  military  service.  She  had  previously 
learned  that  the  Ked  Cross  Nursing  Service  was  the  reserve  of 
the  Army  Nurse  Corps,  so  she  wrote  tx)  the  nearest  lx>cal  (Vim- 
mittee  on  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service.  Tlie  <*iuiirriiun  of  this 
Local  Committee  opened  corresjwndence  with  Mary  Brown, 
or  In  a  personal  interview,  required  by  the  National  ( •oinmit- 
tee  if  possible,  gave  her  the  necessary  applicution  piip4_;rs,  told 
her  that  an  emergency  detachment  was  then  under  proivsa  of 
organization  in  her  locality  and  advised  her  to  join  it  Mary 
Brown  expressed  her  willingness,  filled  out  her  application 
papers  and  in  due  time  underwent  a  complete  physical  exam- 
ination  and  immunization  for  typhoid  nnd  pHnityplioid,  ('iliis 
inoculation  was  later  given  at  cantonment  hoHpitals.)  The 
chairman  of  the  Ix)cal  Committer  in  the  city  near  Cnscatle 
entered  Mary  Brown's  name  on  the  lists  of  one  of  tho  emer- 
gency detnchmont^  for  which  the  ci>inmitU*e  was  re-S]Vinsible, 
secured  her  training  ^-hool  credentials,  her  certilieatps  of  exam- 
ination and  intx'ulatzon,  her  latest  address  and  her  dttXe  of 
aTailability  and  sent  them  all  to  the  director  of  the  Depart- 
ment  of  Nursing,  Central  Division,  who  passed  iipf>n  them 
and  forwarded  them  to  National  IliL^adquarters.  Miss  Noyea 
then  wired  Uary  Brown  and  in  a  telegraphed  answer  n^eived 
con£nnation  of  the  statement  in  her  enrollment  papers  that 
she  would  be  available  for  assignment  on  Jnne  5  at  Cftscadei 
Iowa.  Mim  Nojea  then  sent  this  last  yellow  telegram,  tn^ethflr 
with  the  other  papen^  to  Mba  Tbompaon.  The  8ar]geo&  Oco* 
erml's  order  followed  within  a  few  days: 
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Mary  Brown,  Reserve  Nurse,  Array  Nurse  Corps,  now  at 
Cascade,  Iowa,  will  proceed  without  delay  not  later  than 
June  (>,  after  having  taken  the  oath  of  office,  to  Camp  Dodge, 
Des  Moines,  Iowa,  and  will  report  to  the  Commanding 
Oftioer,  United  States  Army  Baae  Hospital,  for  assignment 
to  duty. 

Travel  is  necessary  in  the  Military  Establishment." 

This  task  of  locating  and  stabilizing  nurses  which  devolved 
upon  Miss  Noyes  and  licr  associates  was  fraught  with  tcdioua 
.and  troublesome  detail.  In  addition  to  professional  creden- 
tials, izmnunization  and  physical  examination  certiEcatioDS, 
it  was  necessary  that  the  enroHnient  papers  of  every  nurse  show 
the  address  at  which  she  might  be  reached  within  a  certain 
period  of  time.  To  this  location,  within  a  prescribed  number 
of  days,  the  Surgeon  General  sent  instructions,  as  has  been 
shown  before,  bidding  the  nurse  take  oath  of  oftice  and  proceed 
to  her  post  of  duty.  If  (ho  nurse  was  not  at  this  given  place 
at  the  time  specified  in  Iut  papers,  the  order  for  her  oath  of 
;Office  and  her  transportation  had  to  be  revoked  and  a  corrected 
one  issued.  Nurses  often  could  not  understand  why  travel 
orders  could  not  be  forwarded  to  auotlier  town  like  personal 
mail.  The  War  Department,  overburdened  with  clerical  de- 
tail, for  its  part  failed  to  see  in  the  call  for  an  issuance  of  new 
orders  anything  but  carelessness  and  inefficiency  on  the  part 

•In  addition  to  the  requtrementB  for  enrollment  in  the  Red  Crow 
Xtiraing  Service,  the  Siir^on  Geneml  set  up  the  following  regulations: 
'*CiUscnB  of  the  United  States,  native  or  naturAlized,  are  uliku  liable  to 
••errice  and  no  discrinunatiun  should  be  made  an  far  as  the  mnnner  in 
which  the  citizenship  wuh  ar<)uirefl  ia  concerned,  if  the  loyalty  and  fidelity 
of  the  individual  ia  unquestioned. 

In  case  of  medical  units  ur  individuals  intended  fur  service  directly 
with  or  under  the  forces  of  nur  allies,  care  shonli)  be  taken  not  to  assign 
to  such  units  or  detail  for  such  scrricc  persona  who  are  naturalized  dti- 
fjenti  of  alien  enemy  origin." 

Married  nurses  were  not  eligible  for  senicc  with  the  Army  Nurse  Corps. 

Tl»e  length  of  service  was  covered  in  the  following  regulation:  **Re- 
•erve  nursi^  osHigiied  to  active  aervice  during  war  will  bo  expected  to 
•erve  aa  long  am  they  may  be  needed.  A  nurse  who  desires  relief  from 
active  aervice  may  apply  therefor  by  letter  to  the  fiurgeon  General, 
through  MiH  proper  eliunnels,  stating  lier  reasons  in  full.  If  the  reasons 
are  sufficient  in  the  judgment  of  the  Surgeon  Ueneral  her  request  may  be 
granted.  Iteturn  traiiH|K)rtation  will  not  be  authorized  to  nurses  who  havo 
sen'cd  U'hs  than  orfe  year,  unless  the  need  for  their  serrices  ceases  to  exist, 
or  to  those  who  art*  disehnrgrd  for  misconduct.  A  nurse  who  is  found 
to  l»e  iinsuitod  for  the  wrvicr  pliy«icnlly,  professionally  or  lempcramentwlly, 
will  be  furnished  tran»|Mtrtation  to  her  home  for  relief  from  active  service, 
without  regard  to  lengtli  of  service." 


¥ 
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of  tlie  Red  Cross  in  giviug  an  inaccurate  address  in  the  first 
place.  Hcn(."e  arose  the  necessity  for  establishing  the  rule  that 
a  confirmation  telegram  be  received  from  the  nurse  before  her 
papi'rs  were  sent  to  the  War  Depiirtmeut.  An  idea  of  the 
oorrettpondence  which  was  carried  on  taween  National  Head- 
qnartera,  Division  offices,  State  and  T>«>cal  Conunittoes  and  in- 
dividuals before  a  nurse  eoiiid  be  assigned  to  active  service, 
nmy  be  gained  from  the  following  letter  written  October  12, 
1017,  by  Miss  Noyes  to  all  nurses  organizyig  units  for  the 
Army: 

Organizing  nurses  will  please  bear  in  mind  the  following 
points  to  make  the  Service  more  efficient: 

Fir*t:  Do  not  report  to  Ked  Crojjs  Heailquarters  a  nurse 
as  "ready  for  duty*"  before  conimuiucatiug  with  her  in  order 
to  determine  this  fact.  Information  upon  this  point  two 
or  three  weeks  old  is  many  times  found  to  be  inaccurate. 

Second :  Please  determine  from  each  nurse  her  latest  ac- 
curate address. 

Third:  Communicate  with  each  individual  nurse  imme- 
diately before  sending  her  name  to  this  office  in  order  to 
make  definitely  certain  her  date  of  availabiUty  and  her 
accurate  address. 

Fourth;  Impress  upon  the  nurse  that  except  in  case  of 
grave  illness  it  is  impossible  to  release  her  from  her  promine 
to  answer  a  call  when  once  her  name  has  been  sent  to  the 
War  Department. 

Fifth:  When  a  nurse  is  reported  to  the  Surgeon  Gcnerars 
office  as  "ready/'  assignment  to  duty,  oath  of  office  and 
transportation  will  he  forwarded  hy  that  Dcpurtriieut.  If, 
by  any  chance,  this  is  forwarded  to  an  incorrect  address,  it 
is  not  only  a  very  serious  inconvenience  to  the  War  Depart- 
ment to  revoke  these  orders,  hut  a  reflection  on  the  efficiency 
of  the  Hcfl  Cross  Nursing  Service. 

Sixtli:  In  all  cases  when  the  nurses  live  in  an  adjacent 
town,  it  is  advisable  to  have  them  assemble  at  their  own 
expense  at  the  larger  point  where  the  detachment  has  been 
organized.  In  this  way.  they  can  proceed  together  to  their 
point  of  destination.  If  this  is  not  possible,  individual  trans- 
portation orders  may  be  issued  to  each  nurse  from  her  own 
home. 

Equipment  occupied  the  last  phase  of  the  manifold  duties 
derolving  upon  Miss  Noyes  and  her  associates.  After  Mary 
Brown  had  served  her  apprenticeship  at  Camp  Dodge,  the  long- 
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coveted  orders  for  foreigu  assignment  were  forwarded  her 
through  her  chief  nurse  and  off  she  went  to  Ellis  Island  with 
instructions  to  rci>ort  as  soon  as  possible  to  the  director  of 
Nursing  Service,  Atlantio  Division,  American  Red  Cross,  re- 
garding equipuuuit.  In  New  York  City,  the  Bureau  of  Nurses' 
Etjuipuiout  supplied  uniforms,  blaakets,  sou*wester8,  boots  and 
other  comforts  to  soften  the  harsh  living  conditions  of  these 
nurses  of  the  American  Expeditionary  Forces. 

The  middle  span  of  cantonment  8<»rvice  was  omitted  for  the 
memlMM's  of  the  first  base  hospital  units.  Their  orders  read  for 
them  to  proceed  direct  to  the  port  of  embarkation  and  Europe. 
As  was  often  the  case  with  the  soldiers,  many  nurses  waiting 
patiently  in  cuutomnent  wards  never  received  foreigu  assign- 
ment. 

These  units  thnnigh  whieh  nurses  were  mobilized  by  the 
American  Red  Cross  were  not  only  complex  in  det-ail,  but  dis- 
similar in  purpose.  Consequently,  each  form  of  organization 
would  be  treated  separately. 

In  modern  warfare,  with  its  enormous  armies  in  the  field, 
its  fleets  of  capital  ships  at  sea  and  its  instruments  highly  per- 
fected in  the  science  of  killing,  it  is  imperative  that  tlie  Army 
and  Navy  be  supplemented  by  organized  volunteer  aid.  Sir 
Frederick  Treves  summarized  this  need: 

In  time  of  peace,  no  army  medical  service  can  be  main- 
tained on  a  war  footing.  There  is  involved  at  such  times 
an  elaborate  scheme  for  exjjansion  in  war;  but  one  promi- 
nent and  inevitable  feature  of  that  scheme  is  the  enrollment 
of  a  vast  body  of  doctors,  nurses,  orderlies,  motor  drivers, 
clerks,  cooks,  dispen>;erM  and  the  like.  In  puch  a  work,  a 
civilian  society  can  act  with  ^eater  ease  and  promptness 
than  can  a  huge  organization  like  the  War  Oilice.  and  thus 
it  is  that  in  the  supply  of  personnel,  the  Red  Cross  societies 
have  undoubtedly  rendered  sterling  service.* 

In  the  Rod  Cross  Annual  Rejiort  for  l'.»16,*o  Colonel  Kean 
outlined  the  zones  into  which  the  military  service  for  the  rescue 
of  the  wounded  of  armies  in  the  field  were  divided: 

'The  hff^ical  Record,  Vol.  00.  page  466. 

'*The  Annual  Report  of  the  American  Nattonal  Red  CrodS  ie  published 
yearly  in  two  forms,  the  flrnt  a  full  report  puhlifthed  by  the  chairman 
of  the  Central  Committee,  the  aecond  a  somewhat  abbreviated  report 
puhliHhed  aa  a  Document  of  Record  of  the  HouHe  of  Kvprewntatives.     Th« 

?uotationH  and   pufre  refercnrea  which  are  lined   in   this  hihtory  are  taken 
rom    tho    full    Annual    Ropnrt    piihliiihed    by    the   American    Red    Croaa, 
tbo  av-called  "unuOioial  report,"  rather  ttiun  the  CosgrvBaioDal  DogoidmiU 
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The  medical  service  of  the  zone  of  the  front  is  one  of  first 
airi,  tempornry  shelter  ami  transporlation  nf  the  wouDcled 
to  the  rear.  It  is  manned  by  trained  sanitary  soldiers  of 
the  Army  and  requires  for  its  servii-e  nearly  the  entire  per- 
sonnel of  the  peace  establishment.  The  Ked  Cross  units  and 
personnel  are  not  admitted  to  this  zone. 

The  medical  service  of  the  second  zone,  tlie  military  base, 
consists  of  sick  transport  trains  and  base  hospitals  and  is 
largely  manned  by  a  personnel  from  civil  life,  recruitc(i 
either  by  the  Ked  Cross  or  the  Medical  Department  of  the 
Army.  Its  base  hospitals  are  the  first  trne  hospitals  en- 
countered by  the  woujided  man  in  his  journey  to  the  rear. 
Here  for  the  first  time  he  finds  a  good  bed  with  a  mattress, 
instead  of  a  cot;  trained  nurses  instead  of  sanitary  soldiers; 
and  the  highly  trained  and  specialized  practitioners  from 
civil  life.  Here  he  finds  quiet  and  rest  and  the  conditions 
suitable  for  re<'Overy. 

The  third  zone,  that  of  the  home  country,  receives  the 
overflow  and  the  convalescents  from  the  base  hospitals  near 
the  theater  of  war.  In  it  the  civil  hospitals  of  the  country 
are  called  into  use  in  addition  to  such  general  liospitals  as 
the  medical  department  may  establish.  Its  medical  staff  are, 
with  the  exception  of  a  few  trained  administrative  officers, 
physicians  and  nurses  drav^Ti  from  civil  life. 

Of  this  structure,  the  base  hospital  is  the  central  span 
and  the  most  important  contribution  which  the  Ked  Cross 
can  make  for  the  safety  and  comfort  of  the  woundud.  It 
is  immediately  and  urgently  needed  as  soon  as  war  is  de- 
clared, yet  because  of  its  numerous  personnel  and  massive 
and  costly  equipment,  it  has  never  heretofore  been  provided 
in  time  of  peace.  Yet  so  large  and  complex  an  organization 
cannot  be  improvised.  Its  varied  and  specialized  personnel 
vhen  brought  together,  require  time  and  training  to  fall 
into  orderly  adjustment  and  ellk-ient  operation.  A  chance 
aggregation  of  doctors  and  nurses  can  no  more  claim  at  first 
to  be  an  efficient  hospital  than  a  thousand  men  collected  from 
the  streets  can  be  regarded  as  an  cITcctive  regiment.  Like- 
wise, its  elaborate  equipment  cannot  be  purchased  in  a  day, 
or  a  week,  nor  yet  in  a  mouth,  especially  in  time  of  war. 

It  has  already  been  shown  that  by  Presidential  Proclama- 
tion, dated  Auguet  22,  1911,  and  Act  of  Congress  of  AprO 
34,  lfll2,  the  Red  Cross  ptirsoiiuel  constituted  in  time  of  war 
a  part  of  the  sanitary  services  of  the  Government.  In  con- 
formity with  this  edict  and  these  statutes,  the  War  Depart- 
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ment,  upon  the  rt'oomrnoiulation  of  Georfi^e  A.  Torney,  Surgeon 
General  of  the  United  StiiU's  Army,  issued  ou  September  10, 
1912,  Circular  No.  8,  which  contained  the  following  regula- 
tions: 

2.  When  the  War  Department  desires  the  use  of  the  serv- 
ices of  the  Wq(\  Cross  in  time  of  war,  or  when  war  is  im- 
minent, the  Secretar}'  of  War  will  comniuuicate  with  the 
president  of  the  society,  specifying  the  character  of  the  serv- 
ices required,  and  desi^^natin^j  tlie  place  or  places  where  the 
personnel  and  material  will  be  assembled. 

3.  When  any  member  of  the  Hetl  Cross  reports  for  duty 
with  the  land  fonew  of  the  United  States  pursuant  to  a 
proper  ralL  he  will  therefore  he  subject  to  military  laws 
and  re^rulations  as  provided  in  Article  Ten  of  the  Interna- 
tional Red  Cross  Convention  of  1906,  and  will  be  provided 
with  the  necessiiry  brassard  and  eertilicate  of  identity, 

4.  Except  in  cases  of  great  emergency,  Red  Cross  per- 
sonnel serving  with  the  land  forces  will  not  be  assigned  to 
duty  at  the  front,  but  will  be  employed  in  hospitals  in  the 
home  country,  at  the  base  of  operations,  on  hospital  ships 
and  alon^  lines  of  communicatiuus  of  the  military  forces 
in  the  United  States. 

6.  Red  C'ross  organizations  will  not  establish  independent 
hospitals  or  other  institutions,  but  will  assist  military  sani- 
tary formations  at  the  places  above  indicated. 

6.  Before  military  [)atients  are  assigned  thereto,  separate 
establishments  maintainetl  by  the  Red  Cross  Society  will  be 
placed  under  the  immediate  direction  of  a  medical  officer 
of  the  Army.  Such  officer  will  i)e  held  responsible  for  the 
management,  discipline  and  records  of  the  institution;  he 
will  regulate  admiH^;ions  and  dis(*hargcs  and  see  that  the 
interests  of  both  the  Government  and  the  patients  are 
conserved. 

7.  No  columns,  sections  or  individuals  of  the  Red  Cross 
Society  will  l)p  accepted  for  service  by  the  War  Department 
unless  previously  inspected  by  a  medical  otlicer  of  the  Army 
and  found  qualified  for  the  servi<*e  expected  of  them. 

8.  The  Red  Cross  Society  may  be  called  upon  in  time  of 
war.  or  when  war  is  pending,  for  the  following  columns  of 
personnel:  (1)  physicians  and  surgeons;  (2)  dentists;  (3) 
pharmatists;  (4)  nurses;  (o)  clerks;  (fi)  cooks;  (7)  litter 
bearers,  drivers  and  other  transport  personnel;  (8)  laborers. 

0.  To  facilitate  the  training  of  Red  Cross  personnel  for 
the  dntie^  it  may  be  railed  upon  to  perform  in  time  of  war, 
it  is  divided  into  tlm^e  classes:  Class  (a)  those  willhig  to 
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H  The  greatest  single  contribution  of  the  American  Red  Cross 
™  to  the  welfare  of  the  sick  and  wounded  American  soldier  lay 
in  its  organi7ation  and  e<]uipmcnt  of  fifty  base  hospitals  for 
the  Unit(*d  States  Army,  The  germ  idea  of  a  medical  unit 
organized  from  the  staff  of  a  large  civilian  hospital  for  war 
service  in  the  zone  of  the  base  had  been  conceived  in  1914 
by  Dr.  George  W,  Crile,  of  Lakeside  Hospital,  Cleveland, 
Ohio.  The  project  of  organizing  such  nnits  for  the  Anny  was 
brought  forward  for  discussion  by  Dr.  Crile  as  follows  on  Oc- 
tober 2r>,  1915,  at  the  sympijsinm  on  military  surgery,  Clini- 
cal Congress  of  Surgeons  of  North  America: 


serve  when  needed;  (b)  those  willing  to  serve  in  home  coun- 
try only;  (c)  those  willing  to  serve  at  place  of  residence 
only,  etc.,  etc. 

10.  The  Red  Cross  service  at  the  base,  along  the  line  of 
communications  or  in  a  military  <Hstrirt.  will  be  under  the 
supervision  of  a  rlireetor  general  who  will  c*jnduct  tlie  serv- 
ice under  the  direction  of  the  chief  surgeon  of  the  iield 
army  or  ejtpeditiouary  force. 

11,  For  service  at  the  base  and  along  lines  of  communi- 
cations Red  Cross  personnel  shall  be  organized  into  (1)  field 
columns;  (2)  hospital  culumns;  (3)  supply  columns;  (4) 
information  bureau  sections,  etc.,  etc.  .  .  . 


Wlien  our  distinguished  American  Ambassador,  the 
Honorable  Myron  T.  Kcrrick,  asked  me  to  take  a  service  in 
the  American  Ambulance,  I  suggested  that  it  might  be  bet- 
ter to  form  a  unit  among  the  men  at  Lakeside  Hospital  and 
take  complete  charge  of  a  given  numl»er  of  patients.  This 
proposal  was  cabled  to  the  American  Ambulance  and  a 
favorable  reply  returned.  This  was  the  beginning  of  the 
university  unit  plan  of  organization  for  service  at  tHe 
American  Ambulance. 

This  plan  worked  out  so  excellently  in  France  that  it  has 
occurred  to  me  that,  at  least  for  the  base  hospitals,  it  would 
be  a  workable  plan  for  our  Amerir-on  Medical  Reserve  Corps. 
After  an  informal  discussion  with  the  Surgeon  Oeueral  of 
the  Army,  he  suggested  that  to  stiuuilate  further  discussion, 
I  should  outline  a  plan  for  a  unit  to  take  charge  of  a  five 
hundred  bed  base  hospital.  .  .  . 

These  units  will  he  more  efficient  if  they  are  made  up  of 
men  who  have  had  similar  t mining  and  who  know  each  other 
well,  and  if  they  have  associated  with  them  a  nursing  staff 
familiar  with  their  methods.     This  suggests  that  the  first 
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units  be  made  up  from  the  staffs  of  large  well-or^nized 
hospitals,  eapeoially  teaching  hospitals,  and  that  they  be  dia- 
tributed  according  to  population  among  the  states  of  the  Union. 
In  making  such  un  organization  of  the  Medical  Reserve 
Corps  we  must  he  guided  by  three  fundamental  princi])les. 
FirU:  each  man  should  he  assigned  to  the  fierviec  for  which  he 
is  best  qualified.  Second:  the  mobilization  of  the  Reserve 
Corps  should  be  countr)'-wide.  Third:  standard  materials 
should  be  stored  so  tliat  we  may  not  he  eaught  by  a  shortage  at 
a  time  when  industries  are  paralyzed.  ..." 

A  few  days  previous  to  this  meeting,  the  Red  Cross  had 
taken  up  with  Dr.  Crile  the  question  of  the  organization  of 
such  units.  Adelaide  Mclvee,  chairman  of  the  Cleveland 
Local  Committee  on  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service,  wrote  on 
October  16,  1015,  to  Miss  Delano  that  **circular8  and  appliea- 
tions  have  been  sent  to  graduate  nurses  in  this  city  by  Miss 
Allison,  the  8uj>eriutendent  of  nurses  of  the  Lakeside  Hos- 
pital, asking  them  to  join  an  organization  composed  of  a  body 
of  nurses  and  doctors  for  service  at  home  and  abroad.  This 
circular  states  that  I>r,  Crile  has  been  asked  by  the  United 
States  Qovenimcnt  to  organize  a  society,  salary  to  be  the  same 
as  that  of  the  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service,  and  that  the  Gov- 
ernment has  promised  to  equip  a  hospital  of  ^ve  hundred  beds 
for  Dr.  Crile  in  case  of  emergency." 

Mias  Boardman  telegraphed  Dr.  Crile  on  October  18,  in- 
fomiing  him  that  according  to  R(>gulutions  issued  by  the  War 
Departmpnt  and  by  Presidential  Proclamation,  all  vnliinteer 
aid  must  go  through  the  Anioricau  Red  Cross,  and  rctpu'sting 
further  information  regarding  his  plans.  "Great  confusion 
now  exists,''  she  concluded. 

Dr.  Crilo  in  a  letter  written  October  31  explained  that  in 
view  of  the  uupreparedness  in  oflFering  organized  aid  to 
wounded  soldiers  which  had  been  experienced  by  France  and 
England  and  which  many  American  surgeons  had  witnessed 
when  in  foreign  service  in  1014  and  1915,  it  was  felt  that 
**the  preparation  of  our  country  for  offensive  and  defensive 
maneuvers  in  time  of  war  should  include  pre-organized  plans 
for  medical  and  surgical  service.  This  is  a  work,"  he  added, 
"which  belongs  primarily  to  the  Government  With  this  under- 
standing, at  the  suggestion  of  General  Gorgas,  a  tentative  plan 
is  now  iu  progress  of  formation.  ,  .  ." 

^Burffvry,  Gynrcotogy  and  Obsiclr%c$^  Januftry,  1016,  pp.  68-60. 
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In  her  reply  addrosscd  to  Dr.  Criln  October  23,  Miss  Board- 
man  cxplHinwi  that,  bo  miieh  confusion  already  existed  among 
the  nurses  that  unless  it  could  be  cleared  up  Miss  Delano 
might  dissolve  the  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service,  in  which  she 
had  enrolled  between  six  and  seven  thousand  of  the  best  trained 
nurses  in  the  country.  There  could  not  be  two  organizations 
undertaking  the  same  enterprise  independently  of  each  other 
without  leading  to  great  confusion. 

The  Regulations  of  the  War  Department,  Miss  Boardman 
■rgued  in  this  letter  of  October  23,  provided  that  the  Red 
Cross  should  form  exactly  the  same  type  of  unit  as  that  under 
organisation  by  Dr.  Crile.  A  National  Medical  Committee 
waa  already  appointed  to  take  up  this  work.  Dr.  Crile's  name, 
as  well  as  that  of  Dr.  HarA'cy  Cushing,  Dr.  Lambert  and  Dr. 
George  Brewer,  was  among  the  list  of  members.  Should  any 
or  every  hospital  in  the  country  that  desired  to  do  so  under- 
take the  organization  of  hospital  units  independently  of  the 
Red  Cross,  which  under  its  charter  was  the  official  volunteer 
agency  of  the  Government  for  the  relief  of  sick  and  wounded 
in  war,  then  the  Red  Cross  would  go  out  of  existence. 

When  in  time  of  war,  continued  Miss  Boardman,  the  War 
department  asked  of  the  Red  Cross  hospital  formations,  they 
rere  to  be  turned  over  to  the  office  of  the  Surgeon  General  just 
as  it  was  now  proposed  to  turn  over  these  surgical  units.  There- 
fore, there  appeared  to  be  no  valid  reason  why  the  organization 
of  these  units  should  not  be  inidertakcn  through  the  medium 
of  the  Red  Cross,  in  the  place  of  these  proposed  unite.  Miss 
Delano  was  re^dy  to  issue  regulations  that  would  make  the 
nurw's  of  these  unit*  able  to  <^umll  as  Red  Cross  nurses,  pro- 
vided that  they  came  up  to  the  requirements  of  the  Army  Nurse 
Corps  and  of  the  Red  Cross. 

Eh".  Crile  replied  on  Octolw^r  30  to  Miss  Boardman  that  "this 
is  a  matter  which  pertains  to  the  Medical  Reserve  Corps  of  the 
Army,  of  which  I  am  a  meml>er  .  .  ."  and  that  *'I  have  reread 
with  c«re  Circular  No.  8  of  the  War  Department  and  find 
nothing  therein  to  indicate  any  conflict  between  the  Red  Cross 
Association  and  the  organization  of  bospitnl  units."  He  went 
on  to  say  that  **the  Red  Cross  may  be  called  upon  in  time  of 
war  for  certain  services  at  the  discretion  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment. The  Medical  Reserve  Corps  is  a  part  of  the  Army  and 
therefore  is,  of  course,  subject  to  its  call." 

On  November  2,  1915,  Miss  Boardman  wrote  Dr.  Crile; 
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A  number  of  years  ago,  the  Surgeon  GeDeral's  office  started 
an  Army  nursing  reserve.  At  first,  there  were  some  two 
or  three  hundred  enrolled,  but  in  time  the  interest  died 
out  and  finally  it  was  reduced  to  less  than  twenty  nurses  who 
reported  yearly.  In  the  meantime,  the  American  Red  Cross 
had  initiated  its  enrollment  of  nurses,  under  Miss  Delano's 
remarkably  able  ejceeutive  management.  1  will  not  go  into 
details  of  development,  Imt  after  three  or  four  years,  the 
Army  decided  to  give  up  its  nursing  reserve  and  to  take 
the  American  Red  Cross  nurses  as  a  reserve.  'I'he  plan  is 
working  very  satisfactorily.  We  have  between  six  and  seven 
thousand  of  the  best  trained  nurses  of  the  profession  en- 
rolled; between  seven  and  ei;nht  hundred  of  the  most  repre- 
sentative nurses  in  the  country  are  serving  as  members  of 
Loral  Committees.  We  can  nnd  have  mobilized  our  nurses 
on  short  notice.  We  have  spent  thousands  of  dollars  on  this 
work  and  it  would  have  cost  several  thousands  more,  if  Miss 
Delano  had  not  given  her  services  without  remuneration.  I 
have  spoken  at  many  nurses'  meetings  to  arouse  their  in- 
terest. Next  year  (the  work  has  grown  so),  we  will  prob- 
ably give  Miss  Delano  an  assistant.  She  also  has  an  Army 
nurse  detailed  to  her  otfice  and  two  or  three  stenographers 
to  assii^t  her  to  maintain  this  eflicient  enrollment. 

Suddenly  without  any  \v((rd  to  the  Hed  Cross,  various 
doctors  are  communicated  with  and  the  request  is  made  tliat 
they  form  hospital  units  and  enroll  nurses  in  a  reserve  corps. 
In  several  cases  our  own  nurses  have  been  applied  to,  not 
only  to  enroll  but  to  secure  nurses  for  this  Army  nurse 
reserve.  Tliis,  of  course,  is  leading  to  great  confusion.  It 
b  breaking  up  our  nursing  reserve.  The  plan  of  the  Sur- 
geon Oeneral's  office  cannot  be  kept  up  except  by  an  or- 
ganization such  as  the  Red  Cross,  as  was  evident  from  past 
experience. 

Miss  Delano  has  already  been  to  New  York,  has  seen  the 
superintendents  of  some  of  the  large  hospitals  there  and  a 
plan  is  being  worked  out  to  form  units  or  hospital  columns, 
for  hospitals  of  five  himdred  beds,  securing  the  nurses  from 
each  hospital  for  a  hospital  unit  or  column.  The  head  of 
such  a  column  would  be  a  member  of  the  Army  Medical 
Reserve  Corps  and  the  nurses  would  be  from  the  same  hoa- 
pital  and  those  with  whom  he  was  accustomed  to  work.  In 
this  way,  the  Red  Cross  will  be  able  to  build  up  around 
various  members  of  the  Med  ical  Reserve  Corps  complete 
nospital  columns  or  unitJ*.  It  is.  furthermore,  making  ar- 
rangements for  special  instruction  for  other  personnel,  such 
as  women  to  run  linen  rooms  and  other  hospital  work  and 
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plans  to  enroll  l'uoIcf,  etc.^  so  as  to  have  a  whole  unit  and  a 
complete  one. 

Many  other  points  I  will  not  now  attempt  to  discuss.  T 
have  explained  the  situation,  trusting  that  the  matter  cau 
be  worked  out  in  fairness  to  the  Eed  Cross. 


Miss  Boardman  and  Miss  Delano  then  interviewed  the  Sur- 
geon General  of  the  Army,  only  to  find  that  it  was  the  opinion 
of  General  Gorgas  and  Major  liobert  E,  Kuble  that  the  or- 
ganization of  base  hospital  units  was  an  undertaking  for  the 
Medical  Reserve  Corps  rather  than  for  the  Red  Cross,  This 
interview  resulted  iu  the  deadlock  which  Colonel  Jefferaou  K. 
Ke-au  of  the  United  States  Army  found  upon  his  arrival,  Jan- 
uary (5,  1916,  at  National  Headquarters, 

At  the  request  of  the  Red  Cross  Executive  Committee,  Col- 
onel Kean  had  been  detailed  by  the  War  Department  to  act 
as  Director  General  of  the  newly-created  Department  of  Mili- 
tary Relief  of  the  American  Red  Cross.  A  former  president 
of  the  Association  of  Military  Surgeons,  Colonel  Kean  was  an 
early  and  enthusiastic  sponsor  of  the.  Medical  Reserve  Corps. 
He  was  an  alumnus  of  the  University  of  Virginia.  His  Army 
record  included  thirty  years'  active  service  at  Fort  Sill,  Fort 
Robinson,  St.  Augustine,  Key  West,  Fort  Warren,  Cuba,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  and  Fort  Leavenworth.  He  had  received  the 
Campaign  Jledal  for  service  in  the  hidian  wars  and  was  chief 
surgeon  of  an  Army  Corps  during  the  Hpauish-American  War, 
He  brought  to  the  Red  Cross  a  thorough-going  knowledge  of 
Army  personnel  and  methods  of  procedure,  also  tact  and  a 
tremendous  faith  iu  the  opportunities  for  Red  Cross  service. 
His  ability,  his  lively  humor,  his  keen  vision  brought  him  many 
friends,  both  within  the  Army  and  the  Red  Cross. 

Colonel  Kean's  first  constructive  work  resulted  immediately 
in  a  more  complete  understanding  of  the  relation  of  the  Red 
Cross  to  the  Army.  On  January  24r,  191G,  eight  days  after 
his  arrival,  he  wrote  to  Colonel  Merritte  W.  Ireland,  Medical 
Corps,  then  stationed  at  Fort  Sam  Houston,  Texas.  Coloijel 
Ireland,  like  Colonel  Kean  and  Colonel  Francis  Winter,  was 
one  of  that  brilliant  group  of  young  officers,  since  risen  to 
meralship  in  the  Medical  Corps,  who  had  known  and  esteemed 
'ias  Delano  when  she  had  shared  with  them  in  IDIO  the 
limited  deak-space  of  the  Surgeon  General's  office.  In  his  letter 
lo  Colonel  Ireland,  Colonel  Kean  stated: 
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The  military  preparedness  side  of  Red  Cross  organization 
has  never  heen  developfd  and  the  consequence  is  that  1  have 
a  new  and  untilled  field  in  which  nothing  has  yet  been  done 
except  in  the  two  bureaus — the  First  Aid  which  [Colonel 
Charles]  Lyncli  developefl,  and  Misa  Delano's  reserve  nurijes 
witli  which  you  are  entirely  familiar.  Miss  Delano  has  at 
present  botwec»n  six  niul  Keven  thousand  of  tliese  and  you 
know  her  well  enough  to  know  how  well  she  has  them  in 
hand. 

The  first  thing  I  had  to  do  was  with  reference  to  the 
proposed  organization  by  the  Surgeon  General  of  surgical 
units.  ...  I  diRcusse<l  the  matter  with  the  Surgeon  General 
and  his  asstn-iates.  I  admitted  that  he  had  the  right  to  go 
outside  of  the  Red  Cross  reserve  to  employ  nurses  if  he 
chose  to  do  so,  and  that  he  also  had  the  right  to  let  his 
Reserve  Corps  ollicera  undertake  to  get  up  units,  altliough 
these  would  have  no  oflioial  existence.  But  I  pointed  out  that 
while  this  was  an  abstract  right,  ...  it  would  much  dis- 
courage tlje  nurses*  reserve  and  the  Red  Cross  would  be  very 
nearly  inhibited  from  any  successful  effort  to  carry  out  the 
provisions  of  Circular  No.  8,  191:?,  in  organizing  sanitary 
units.  I  proposed  that  the  units  which  he  had  already 
authorized  should  be  enrolled  and  inspected  by  me,  both  as 
a  representative  of  the  Red  Cross  and  as  his  assistant  under 
a  letter  of  instructions  from  him.  The  three  so  authorized 
are  Crile  in'Cleveland,  Swan  in  Rochester,  and  Cushing  in 
Boston. 

My  proposition  would  enable  the  Surgeon  General  to  make 
use  of  the  assiytauce  of  the  Red  Cross,  whereas  if  he  re- 
jected it,  he  would  have  no  place  in  time  of  peace  to  get  the 
pecuniary  assistance  which  the  Red  Cross  stood  ready  to 
offer.  Existing  orders  already  provided  that  when  these  units 
were  called  into  active  service,  they  came  under  the  orders  of 
the  War  Department,  and  by  placing  a  regular  medical 
orticer  in  command  of  each  hospital,  it  became  absolutely 
under  the  control  of  the  Surgeon  General. 

On  February  7,  1916,  Colonel  Kean  wrote  Dr.  Crile  that 
"with  reference  to  the  base  hospital  which  you  were  authorized 
by  the  Surgeon  General  to  enroll  for  service  in  war,  it  lias  been 
decided  after  conference  between  the  Surgeon  General  and  the 
National  Rtnl  Cross  that  the  enrollment  will  he  made  through 
the  agency  of  tlie  latter,  as  is  omtcmplatcd  bv  the  charter  of 
tlie  American  National  Rod  Cross  and  existing  War  Depart- 
ment orders." 
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In  a  socond  letter  written  February  16  to  Colonel  Ireland, 
Colonel  Kean  reported  further  details  of  the  new  project: 

T  am  starting  out  now  in  a  few  minutes  to  New  York, 
Boston,  Rochester  and  Cleveland,  to  organize  base  hospitals. 
We  have  three  already  in  process  of  organization  in  New 
York,  one  in  each  of  the  other  cities.  There  is  so  much 
enthnginsm  abroad  that  I  l>elicve  we  can  organize  one  in 
connection  with  every  big  hospital  in  the  country.  My  pres- 
ent scheme  is  to  have  Hed  Cross  Chapters  accumulate  the 
money  to  buy  the  equipment  for  each  hospital  and  store  it 
when  at  hand.  It  will  cost  over  $*30,000  for  each  hospital, 
so  you  see  there  is  nothing  small  about  my  scheme ! 

With  characteristic  briskness  and  zeal,  Colonel  Kean  and 
iss  Delano  set  about  their  gigantic  task  in  the  early  spring 

if  1910.  By  personal  interview  or  letter,  Colonel  Kean  placed 
bis  project  before  the  president  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  or 
the  Trustees  of  each  hospital.  After  they  had  signified  their 
willingness  to  undertake  the  organization  of  a  base  hospital 
cr>mp«tscd  of  the  personnel  within  their  institution,  a  director 
*and  chief  nurse  were  immediately  appointed  to  undertake 
the  enrollment  of  the  other  meml>ers  of  the  unit.  While  these 
busy  individuals  were  interviewing  thoir  candidates  and  look- 
ing into  past  records,  Colonel  Kean  took  up  with  the  local  Red 
Cross  Cliapter  the  problem  of  equipment.  This  meant  buying, 
storing  and  having  "ready  for  instant  transportation  every- 
thing necessary  for  the  surgical,  modical  and  nursing  care  of 
five  hundred  sick  and  wounded  soldiers,  from  the  beds  they  lie 
upon  to  every  kind  of  bandage  and  operating  instrument."  ** 
rTbis  non-perishable  equipment,  the  finest  which  could  be  pnr- 

"lascd,   was  estimated  to  cost  approximately  $25,000.00  per 

inJt;  this  equipment  was  "found  to  cost  upwards  of  $75,- 
►0"  for  each  unit  before  the  work  was  completed."  The 
[Comptroller's  Kep<5rt  for  the  period  July  1,  1017,  to  February 
ll>10,  the  months  during  which  the  operations  of  the  Ameri- 
Red  Cross  were  directed  by  the  War  Council,  stated  that 
"the  Chapters  of  the  Red  Cross  spent,  in  round  figures,  $3,- 
000,000  in  equipping  base  hospitals.     In  addition,  National 

feadqiiarters  made  a  number  of  appropriations  to  meet  spe- 
cial needs,"  ^*     The  equipment  of  each  unit  required  the  use 


u,  Fphrimry  7,  ini7.  Vol.  37,  p.  387, 
ixirt.  American  Rtfd  CroAB.  1017.  p.  22. 
lurk  of  Ihv  Aiumcan  Red  CroHS  during  tho  War/ 
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of  seven  freight  cars  to  transport  its  beds,  bedding,  ward  furni- 
ture, drugs,  dental  and  surgical  instruments,  laboratory  supplies' 
and  equipment,  mess  gear,  sterilizere,  ambulances,  touring  cars, 
motor  trucks,  motorcycles,  complete  X-ray  plant,  kitchen  and 
disinfectors.  The  initial  supply  of  surgical  dressings  and  hos- 
pital garments  was  at  first  furnished  through  committees  of 
Women's  Auxiliaries  of  the  parent  hospital  and  the  coat 
amounted  to  $8000  for  each  base  hospital  imit.  After 
National  Headquarters  had  built  up  its  surgical  dressings 
department,  the  Red  Cross  assumed  entire  responsibility  for 
these  articles. 

The  relation  between  the  local  Red  Cross  Chapter  which 
fumiahed  the  funds  for  equipment  and  the  base  hospital  unit 
was,  in  Cohmel  Kean's  words,  "that  of  a  big  sister,  close  and 
cordial,  but  without  parental  authority."  ^°  In  view  of  the 
great  pecuniary  assistance  which  was  expected  of  the  Chap- 
ters, the  question  of  whether  they  should  not  have  a  controlling 
voice  in  the  selection  of  officers  and  in  other  details  of  organiza- 
tion, had  naturally  arisen,  but  National  Headquarters  had  not 
felt  it  wise  to  authorize  this  because  the  military  and  profes- 
sional personnel  of  the  units  would  naturally  demand  that 
direct  control  be  of  a  military  and  professional  character, 

A  base  hospital  first  included  a  personnel  of  2G5  souls,  with 
"such  subordinate  administrative  personnel  as  may  be  necea- 
sary"  and  "such  Red  Cross  volunteers  as  may  be  authorized  by 
the  Director  General  of  Military  Relief,  upon  the  approval  of 
the  Secretary  of  War."  "^  The  original  number  of  nurses 
was  placed  at  fifty,  but  was  later  increased  to  sixty-five  and  then 
to  one  hundred  and  llie  rest  of  the  personnel  raised  propor- 
tionately. The  personnel  of  a  base  hospital  as  originally  au- 
thorized included  twenty-three  doctors  (later  raised  to  fifty); 
fifty  nurses  (later  raised  to  one  hundred) ;  twenty-five  nurses* 
aides  (never  called  out) ;  fifteen  reserve  nurses  (later  raised  to 
t^^-enty-five) ;  and  twenty-five  reserve  nurses*  aides  (never 
called  out)  ;  and  other  personnel  necessary  to  care  for  a  fivo- 
hundred-bed  hospital  (later  raised  to  one  thousand  beds), 

Tn  the  Regulations  Governing  the  Employnunt  »if  the 
American  Red  Cross  in  Time  of  War,  authorization  f<»r  tho 
nursing  staff  was  contained  in  paragraph  twelve,  vi^.,  that  "the 

"See  AnnuMi  Report,  American  Rod  CroAB.  1010.  p.  41. 
**  Hc'K>iltitii>ii>4  Oowrninf!  the   Kuiploynient  of  the  Americui   Red 
io  Time  of  War,   Uei-ttnl*er  18,  lOlti. 
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organization  of  a  base  hospital  will  l)e  .  .  ,  fifty  nurses,  mem- 
bt'Ts  of  tht'  Red  ( -rosa  Nursing  Service,  one  of  whom  shall  be 
chief  nurse  and  one  of  whom  may  be  a  dietitian.  Twenty-five 
Trtjlnnieer  nurses'  aides." 

To  the  chief  nurse,  in  consultation  with  the  director  of 
each  base  hospital  was  delegated  the  selection  of  the  nurses, 
ihe  dietitian  and  the  nurses'  aides.  All  mcmWrs  of  the  nurs- 
ing staff  thus  selected  were  required  to  be  enrolled  in  the  Red 
Cro«s  Nursing  Service.  To  save  unnecessary  correspondence 
And  to  hasten  appointments,  Red  Cross  application  blanks  were 
sent  to  chief  nurses,  who  secured  the  training  school 
credentials  of  each  nurse  not  already  enrolled.  The  blanks 
were  then  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Local  Committee 
on  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service.  The  nursing  staff  consisted 
of  one  chief  nurse;  one  assistant  chief  nurse;  one  night  chief 
nurse;  one  charge  nurse,  operating-room;  five  assistant  nurses, 
operating-room;  one  charge  nurse  or  dietitian;  '^  one  assistant 
nnrse  or  dietitian;  one  charge  nurse,  liuen  room;  thirty-eight 
nurses  for  medical  and  surgical  wards;  fifteen  reserve  nurses 
not  on  the  muster-roll.  It  was  suggested  that  at  least  three  of 
the  nurses  should  have  had  some  practical  experience  in  the 
care    of   i-ontagious   diseases. 

As  muster-rolls  of  the  base  hospitals  lengthened  and  as  the 
Chapters  purchased  and  stored  the  equipment  for  each  unit, 
the  eagerness  of  laywomen  to  share  in  this  type  of  war  service 
grew  to  such  dimensions  that  the  Surgean  General  and  the 
Red  (Voss  decided  to  include  among  the  personnel  of  the  base 
hospitals  twenty-five  nurses'  aides,  with  a  reserve  of  the  same 
number.  This  group  included  for  each  hospital  four  diet 
kitchen  aides,  four  aides  to  be  assigned  to  the  linen  room,  two 
aides  to  the  nurses'  quarters  and  fifteen  to  the  wards.  Like 
the  nurses,  these  aides  were  required  to  enrol]  in  the  Hed  Cross 
and  to  undergo  a  thorough  physical  examination.  Their  in- 
stnictinn  in  the  care  of  the  sick  has  already  been  set  forth  in 
I  preceding  section. 

Throughout  the  strained  summer  of  lfll6  the  organization 
of  base  hospitals  proceeded.  A  vivid  picture  of  Miss  Delano 
rcTDaiiUHl  in  the  memory  of  one  of  her  secretaries  at  National 
Beadquarters.    At  the  close  of  an  oppressively  warm  Sunday's 


"  Full  information  ct»ncerning  requiremcntft  for  Bprvico  nt«  Rod  CroM 
diptifUnn  may  be  found  in  the  chapter  rt'ldtiog  tu  the  Red  Cross  Nutri- 
tion Service. 
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work,  the  chairman  of  the  National  Committoo  was  on  her 
knees  on  the  floor  sorting  out  nurses'  papers.  Her  secretary 
reached  over  to  a  file-tnse  and  the  string  of  beads  which  she 
■wore  caught  on  a  comer  of  the  drawer,  broke  and  scattered 
about  the  floor.  With  a  sigh  of  relief,  Miss  Delano  said; 
'*You  go  on  wijh  the  papers  uiul  I'll  gytUer  up  the  beads.  I'm 
so  tii-ed  I  can't  keep  my  mind  on  the  work.*' 

After  the  personnel  of  a  base  hospital  unit  had  been  en- 
rolled, the  nurses  and  enlisted  men  were  required  to  sign  in 
duplicate  the  muster-roll  of  the  unit.  This  early  system  of  re- 
quiring nurses  to  affix  their  signature  to  the  muster-roll  was 
later  discontinued.  Since  nurses  were  members  of  the  pro- 
fessional staff,  the  Surgeon  General  decided  in  1917  that  this 
troublestmie  detail  might  well  be  eliminated. 

The  Anjerican  Red  Cross  entered  into  a  definite  contract 
with  every  parent  institution  which  had  undertaken  the  or- 
ganization of  a  base  hospital  unit.  The  following  contract  illus- 
trated this  relation: 

The  partiet*  in  this  agreement  hereinafter  referred  to  as 
the  RED  CKOSS  and  as  THE  HOSPITAL  shall  refer  to 
the  American  Ked  Cross  tuid  to  the  Lakeside  Hospital, 
Cleveland,  Ohio. 

The  Hospital  does  hereby  agree  to  assemble  from  its  staff 
graduates,  iniri»es,  employes  and  friends,  a  trained  personnel 
for  a  iive-hundred  bed  Army  base  hospital,  and  to  keep 
the  specified  posts  of  such  a  personnel  filled,  in  accordance 
with  the  t^pecincatioua  as  made  and  from  time  to  time  re- 
Tised.  by  the  Surgeon  Ceneral  of  the  United  States  Army. 
It  also  ngrees  to  keep  in  the  official  muster-roll  and  ready 
for  penire.  this  personnel  and  at  the  call  of  the  Ked  Cniss, 
immediately  assemble  such  persons  for  transportation  under 
the  Government  orders.  From  time  to  time  as  vacancies 
occur,  they  tjhall  be  filled  by  persons  nominated  by  the  Hos- 
pital Trustecfl  and  the  Director,  and  those  so  nominated 
shall  be  appointed  to  such  vacant  posts,  provided  they  con- 
form to  the  prescribed  regulations.  At  a  call  from  the  Red 
Cross  for  the  services  of  this  unit,  the  superintendent  of 
the  Hospital  is  hereby  authorized  and  is  instructed  by  the 
Trustees  of  the  Hospital  to  release  and  send,  wherever  and 
whenever  (»rdered,  the  enlisted  personnel  of  this  unit,  and 
with  the  Director^  to  select  substitutes  for  any  who  are  un- 
able to  go. 

The  employees  sent  with  the  Hospital  unit  shall  not  re- 
main on  the  Hospital  pay-roll  during  absence,  but  no  em- 


RELATION  OF  NURSING  SERVICE  TO  THE  ARMY  337 


I 


ployee  of  the  Hospital  shall  be  dismissed  from  the  Hospital 
service,  or  fail  in  reinstatement  at  the  eloae  of  such  service, 
because  of  abseuce  on  account  of  the  call  of  the  luiit  to  active 
service. 

In  consideration  of  the  maintenance  of  the  above  personnel 
by  the  Hospital,  the  Red  Cross  agrees  that  tlie  above  men- 
tioned unit  Bhall  constitute  a  part  of  it^  reserve  medical 
organization  and  be  known  by  the  name  of  the  Hospital  as 
well  as  by  its  official  number.  It  is  understood  that  after 
the  calling  of  this  unit  it  will  be  nut  oi  the;  \le\]  Cross  re- 
serve organization  and  controlled  entirely  by  the  Govern- 
ment. Jt  is  also  understood  that,  whenever  this  Hospital 
Unit  is  called  out  by  the  Red  Cross  or  Government,  that  its 
entire  expenses,  including  transportation  from  Cleveland, 
are  to  be  paid  either  by  the  Ked  Cross  or  the  Government. 

EuoT  VVadswortu, 
Acting  Chairman,  American  .Red  Cross. 
Samuel  Mather, 
President,  Lakeside  Hospital. 

To  the  Lakeside  Unit  belongs  the  honor  of  being  the  first  base 
hospital  to  complete  its  miister-rollj  and  also  to  be  mobilized 
into  active  service.  Colonel  Kcau  in  a  letter  written  Dr.  Crile 
on  July  31,  1916,  gave  the  Lakeside  Unit  the  designation  of 
Red  Cross  Base  Hospital  Xo.  4.  He  stated  that  while  National 
Headquarters  had  originally  intended  to  give  numerical  desig- 
nations to  base  hospital  units  in  the  order  in  whitrh  the  com- 
pleted muster-rolls  had  been  received,  this  plan  bad  not  been 
possible  on  account  of  unexpected  delays  encountered  in  com- 
pleting the  muster-rolls,  especially  in  the  column  of  male 
administrative  personnel.  *'The  purchase  of  equipment,'*  con- 
cluded C<donel  Kean,  "therefore  began  before  the  rolls  were 
completed  and  it  became  necessary  to  give  numbers  to  the  base 
koepitaU  in  order  that  accounts  might  be  opened  with  them 
in  tliia  office  for  the  purchased  property  and  in  order  that  the 
equipment  so  purchased  nnght  bi^  duly  marked." 

On  August  1,  lino,  Colonel  Keaii  transmitted  to  the  chair- 
man of  the  Red  Cross  Central  Committee  the  tvmplcted  muster^ 
roll  of  American  Red  Cross  Base  Hospital  No.  4  (Lakeside) 
with  tlie  recommendation  that  "this  unit  be  enrolled  in  the 
office  of  the  Surgeon  General,  U.  S.  A.,  under  Paragraph  16, 
Circular  No.  8,  S.  G,  O.  September  10,  1012."  On  the  same 
diy,  Major  General  Arthur  Jlurray,  U.  S.  A.  Retired,  then 
chairman  of  the  Central  Committee,  forwarded  the  muster- 
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roll  and  Colouel  Kean's  letter  to  the  Adjutant  General,  for 
transmittal  to  General  Gorgas.  Ou  August  5,  the  Surgeon 
General  informed  the  Ked  Cross  that  "the  receipt  of  muster-iu 
roll  of  Base  Hospital  No.  4  (Lakeside)  Clevelaudj  Ohio,  Dr. 
George  W.  Crile,  Director,  is  acknowledged.  The  same  has 
'been  placed  upon  the  records  for  future  reference."  Thus  in 
;ieompl('te  readiness  for  imuiediate  mobilization  upon  future 
IJieed,  the  first  one  of  that  subsequently  long  list  of  Red  Cross 
IJwise  hospitals  was  entered  among  the  reserve  personnel  of  the 
-United  States  War  Department.  A  list  of  these  units  may  be 
found  in  the  Appendix. 

In  addition  to  tbese  lirst  fifty  base  hospital  units,  the  Nur»- 
ig  Service  supplied  twenty  nurses  to  serve  on  the  staff  of 
Base  Hospital  No.  55  which  was  organized  by  Dr.  Baleh,  of 
Boston,  Mass.  Jessie  Grant  was  chief  nurse  of  this  unit. 
Two  other  units,  which  were  designnted  as  Supplementary 
and  as  lieplacement  HoHpitnla,  each  had  their  full  eonipleuient 
of  one  hundnnl  inirsea  furnished  by  the  Red  Cross^  but  these 
Vnits  acted  as  a  reserA'c  in  furnishing  nura<»s  for  other  hospitals 
and  BO  were  not  regularly  organized  as  Red  Cross  Imse  hos- 
pitals. Another  unit,  called  the  British  Base  Hospital,  had  its 
-jiurses  furnished  by  the  Ameri<'an  Red  Cross  with  the  detinite 
destination  of  service  in  England  in  view. 

After  the  completed  muster-rolls  of  several  base  hospitals 

had  been  fiU-d  in  the  War  Department  and  the  e<|uipnicut  for 

each  bad  b<'en  stored  in  warehouses  provided  l>y  the  Govern- 

^^ent  and  the  Red   Cross,   National   lleadtiunrtera  desired   to 

.^»e  how  these  "canm-d  hospitals"  wouKl  nK'<t  the  test  of  actual 

iinobilization.     The  National  Committc»e  on  Red  Cross  ^ledi- 

[cal  Service  at  a  meeting  held  June  15,   lOlG,  requested  the 

*  merican  Red  Cross  to  order  out  on  October  2S  one  of  its 

mse  hospital  units  in  Philadelphia.     Colonel  Kean  stated  that 

**the  purpose  of  this  mobilization  was  primarily  to  demonstrate 

that  the  organization  existing  on  paper  was  a  practical   and 

serviceable  one;  secondly,  to  ascertain  what  difficulties  would 

stand  in  the  way  of  such  a  mobilization;  und  thirdly,  for  the 

instruction  in  medical  preparedness  of  the  great  body  of  sur- 

'gecuis  who  would  be  in  Philadelphia  at  that  time,  in  attendaneo 

upon   the   Clinical   Congress  of  Surgeons  and   the  American 

College  of  Surgeons."  *" 

Base  Hospital  No.  4  was  selected  for  trial  mobilization.    On 

"American  Red  CroM  Annual  Report,  1016,  p.  30. 
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the  brow  of  picturcsijiie  Belmout  Plateau,  Fairmont  Park,  Phil- 
adelphia, Pa.,  Base  Hospital  ^o.  4  mobilized  on  October  28, 
191i»,  under  eighty-five  dun-eolored  Army  tents.  Twenty- 
five  nurses,  witli  Grace  Allison  as  chief  nurse,  rei>orted,  bnt 
no  nurses'  aides  were  present,  owing  to  a  decision  not  to  call 
them  out.  The  camp,  covering  twelve  acres,  had  been  erected 
by  a  detachment  of  the  Medical  Department  sent  over  from 
Washington,  D,  C,  under  the  command  of  Major  Harold  W. 
Jones.  Twentv-four  hours  after  the  arrival  of  the  nurses,  all 
vards  were  iu  readiness  for  patients. 

Tents  are  not  the  most  satistactory  housing  equipment  for 
"so  large  and  sedentary  an  organization  as  a  base  hospital." 
On  exhibition  at  Fairmont  Park  was  a  splendid  model  showing 
the  arrangement  and  materials  of  an  ideal  base  hospital,  created 
nnder  the  supervision  of  Dr.  George  E.  Brewer,  of  New  York, 
and  hie  assistant,  Dr.  Sidney  R.  Burnnp. 

Colonel  Keau  summarized  the  benefits  derived  from  the  trial 
mobilization  of  Base  Hospital  No.  4: 

The  mobilization  of  this  hospital  marks  an  epoch  in  Bed 
Cros.s  development  as  concerns  its  obligations  to  assist  the 
medical  service  of  the  armed  forces  in  time  of  war.  It  is 
the  first  practical  and  concrete  demonstration  of  the  ability 
of  the  Red  Cross  to  do  this.  It  takes  the  scheme  of  Ked 
Cross  military  units  as  a  part  of  the  Medical  Service  out 
of  the  domain  of  theory  into  that  of  nceompliehed  fart.  The 
cost  of  this  mobilization  was  in  all  SSOSS.tS.  The  freight 
on  equipment  and  incidentals,  .$365.15,  was  paid  for  by  the 
New  York  County  Chapter.^* 

During  the  fall  of  1910  and  throughout  the  year  1917,  Miss 
Noyes  carried  practically  alone  the  work  of  organizing  the 
niirsing  stalls  of  the  first  fifty  base  hospitals,  a  task  fraught 
with  extensive  detail. 

In  the  orgiiniziition  and  e(|uipuient  of  its  base  hospitals  for 
the  Army,  including  a  total  personnel  of  4.197  nurses,  the  Red 
Cross  accomplished  the  greatest  single  project  of  medical  and 
nursing  preparedness  in  history.  The  amount  of  time  required 
to  purchase  the  equipment  of  Base  Hospitals  Nos.  1  and  2 
in  New  York  in  iime  of  peace,  without  any  restrictions  of  funds 
or  military  "red  tape"  amounted  to  four  months.  Advocates 
of  preparedness  felt  that  economic  conditions  existing  in   a 

*  American  Red  Cross  Annual  Report,  1916,  p.  30. 
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nation  at  war  would  greatly  increase  the  period  necessary  for 
these  mechanical  arrangements.  "Therefore,"  argued  Colonel 
Kean,  "if  we  are  to  have  hase  hospitals  ready  to  take  care  of 
our  soldiers  when  war  coiues,  we  nnist  eciiiip  them  in  time  of 
peace."  Theoretically,  it  was  iiiidoiibtcdly  the  duty  of  the 
Govcrnmen).  to  provide  base  hospitals.  The  fighting  branch 
of  the  Army  had  always  lacked  many  things,  however,  which 
perforce  had  to  be  asked  for  in  preference  to  base  hospital 
equipment  ''Rifles,  cannon,  munitions,  tentage,  clothing, 
transport  service  have  to  he  provided  before  we  can  have  an 
army  and  naturally  take  precedence  over  provision  for  the  care 
of  the  sick  and  wounded."  ^**  Here  lay  a  supreme  opportunity 
for  the  American  Ked  Cross,  uuliampered  by  lack  of  funds, 
poasessed  of  flexibility  of  organization,  blessed  with  popular 
appeal. 

Only  the  larger  civil  hospitals  in  the  principal  cities  of  the 
United  States  maintained  staffs  of  sivfficient  size  and  specializa- 
tion to  permit  the  organization  of  a  base  hospital.  Many  small 
institutions,  however,  wore  also  eager  to  organize  Red  Ctoss 
units.  To  accept  their  offers  of  assistance  which  came  di- 
rectly to  the  Red  Cross  or  were  referred  thereto  by  the  War 
Department,  and  to  utilize  the  hospital  facilities  of  the  entire 
country,  the  War  Department  authorized  the  organization  of 
smaller  units  of  about  one-half  the  size  of  a  base  hospital,  to 
be  known  as  hospital  units.  The  Regulations  Governing  the 
Employment  of  the  American  Red  Cross  in  Time  of  War  (De- 
ceml)er  IS,  IDIK)  stated  in  Paragraph  Thirteen  that  '^hospital 
units  are  intentled  to  BU{)plement  and  assist  established  mili- 
tary hospitals.  Sections  of  hospital  units  may  also  be  assigned 
to  duty  on  hospital  trains  and  ships  and  to  other  military  sani- 
tary organizations." 

The  staff  of  a  hospital  unit  was  made  up  of  **a  director;  gn 
adjutant;  two  chiefs  of  service;  four  staff  physicians;  one  head 
nurse;  twenty  nurses;  three  clerks,  who  may  be  women;  and 
such  numbers  of  orderlies  as  may  be  necessary." 

The  method  by  whi<'h  hospital  units  were  organized  wna  simi- 
lar to  that  used  for  their  bigger  brother,  the  base  hospital.  The 
equipment  of  hospital  units  included  only  instruments,  medical 
and  surgical  supplies,  basins,  cushions,  brushes,  buckets,  frac- 
ture apparatus,  splints,  aiul  similar  articles.  As  the  purpose 
of  these  units  was  to  supplement  established  institutions,  all 

"See  A.  R.  C.  AnnuaJ  Report,  1910.  p.  31. 
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permanent  articles  audi  as  furniture,  refrigerating  and  deloua- 
ing  plants  and  X-ray  apparatus  were  omitted,  lied  Cross 
Chapters  in  the  cities  where  hospital  units  were  organized,  pro- 
vided and  stored  their  ecjuipmeut  and  prepared  tlieir  quotiis  of 
surgical  dressings.  Perishable  supplies  were  often  purchased 
from  the  stock  of  the  parent  institution  when  the  hospital  unit 
was  ordered  into  active  service.  Complete  equipment  fur  a 
Lobpital  unit  w^as  estimated  to  cost  approximately  $2500. 

National  Headquarters  organized  nineteen  hospital  units 
which  were  assigned  to  active  ser^'ice  with  the  United  States 
Army  during  the  European  War.  The  nursiug  stafFs  of  these 
units  were  composed  of  ti*,iO  American  Red  Cross  nurses,  who 
serred  na  ^e8P^^'e8  of  the  Army  Nurse  (V)rps.  A  complete  list 
of  these  units  may  be  found  in  the  Appendix. 

Although  surgical  sections  were  a  type  of  unit  which  Secre- 
tary Baker  authorized  the  Red  Cross  to  organize  in  the  Regula- 
tiona  Governing  the  Employment  of  the  American  Red  Cross 
in  Time  of  War  (December  18,  1916)  only  one  such  unit  was 
organized  by  National  Headquarters.  It  was  designated  as 
Surgical  Section  No.  1  and  was  organized  under  Dr.  E.  M. 
Quaiu,  of  Bismarck,  North  Dakota. 

Emergency  detachments,  made  up  solely  of  nurses,  wore  the 
illeat  and  the  most  numerous  of  the  three  early  Red  Cross 
units.  As  early  as  June  22,  1016,  Miss  Delano  wrote  to  all 
Stat^  and  l.K)cal  Committees  on  Red  Cross  Nairsing  Service, 
explaining  the  purpose  of  emergency  detachments  and  charge 
ing  the  State  and  Local  Conmiittee  members  with  the  responsi- 
bility of  developing  one  or  more  of  these  units.  The  Regu- 
lations Governing  the  Emplovment  of  the  American  Red  Cross 
in  Time  of  War  (December  18,  1916)  stated  in  Paragraph 
Fifteen  that  "emergency  detachments  of  nurses  are  organized 
to  meet  sudden  calls  from  the  sanitary'  service  of  the  Army, 
or  other  emergencies.  They  will  be  used  to  supplement  the 
nursing  servi^ce  of  military  hospitals  already  established,  or 
be  assigned  to  duty  on  hospital  ships,  hospital  trains,  or  any 
•enrice  where  groups  of  nurses  may  be  needed.  .  .  ,  Each 
detachment,*'  concluded  the  paragraph,  "consists  of  ten  nurses, 
Ctue  of  whom  mav  be  designated  as  head  nurse  and  acts  as  such 
until  the  group  is  assigned  to  duty  under  the  supervision  of  an 
Artny  cljief  nurse,  when  her  duties  will  be  the  same  as  those 
of  other  members  of  tlie  detachment." 

Organization  of  emergency  detachments  was  first  carried  on 
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by  direct  correspfindyufe  IxAtween  tbe  Bureau  of  Nursing  at 
Nationul  Huadquurteirs  and  L<icul  0(»mniitU'n8  on  lied  Cross 
Nursing  S<'rvit*c.  This  profcdiirc  continued  until  tlie  full  of 
1917,  whon  the  thirteen  lied  Cross  Division  offices  were 
created ;  the  Diviaon  Directors  of  Nursing  then  took  over  the 
details  of  i^ecniiting  wJiioh  hnd  previously  been  handled  by 
J^fiss  Noyes  and  her  assistant^.-' 

With  its  absence  of  equipment,  its  ease  of  mobilization,  its 
ability  to  respond  iniTncdialely  to  duty  upon  the  receipt  of  its 
orders  into  active  service,  tlic  emergency  detachment  proved  one 
of  the  most  valuable  methods  through  which  nurses  were  se- 
cured. The  first  of  tlieso  g:*oups  was  ordered  into  duty  on 
the  ilexicun  bonier  in  July,  IDKi,  Many  others  were  assigned 
during  1917  and  the  early  mouths  of  1918  directly  to  tho 
British  and  American  Expeditionary  Forces.  Later,  however, 
nurses  from  these  units  were  sent  to  cantonments  where  they 
were  prepared  for  overseas  duty.  Red  Cross  emergency  de- 
tachments supplied  11,470  nurses  to  the  War  Department,  half 
the  entire  strength  of  the  Army  Nurse  Corps.  No  more  bril- 
liant proof  than  this  can  be  found  of  the  soundness  of  the  Red 
Cross  Nursing  Service  committee  system,  nor  of  the  untiring 

Eatriotism  of  these  nurse-members,  who,  although  already  over- 
urdened  with  tasks  of  maintauiing  with  inadequate  persounel 
hospitals  and  training  schiMils  and  other  types  of  work,  served 
as  volunteers  during  every  available  moment  on  the  Local 
Connnittees  wliicli  brought  these  eleven  thousand  nurses  into 
the  military  service. 

The  youugest  members  of  the  nursing  profession  to  serve 
with  the  Amerieiin  Army  during  the  European  War  entered 
the  Anny  Nurse  Corps  by  joining  training  school  units  which 
the  Ked  Cross  organized  within  the  senior  classes  of  hospital 
schools  of  nursing.  An  unusually  attractive  group  they  were, 
young,  adventure-loving,  a  brave  and  eager  company  of  whom 
almost  all  were  of  recognized  dependability  and  skill. 

Red  Cross  base  hospitals  and  hospital  units,  made  up  of  the 
members  of  stalls  of  major  civilian  institutions  in  all  parts  of 
tlie  countrv,  had  drawn,  during  1917,  hundreds  of  nurses  of 
distinguished  positions  from  the  inatittitional  field.  Local 
Committees  on  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service  were  combing  grad- 
uate nurses'   associattouSy  clubs,  registries  and  other  ageuciea 


"See  letter  written  November  1.  1017.  by  C 
Lociil  Committece  and  orgftnUing  nursea. 


Kuycs  (o  all  State  and 
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for  private  duty  nurses  to  servt*  especially  in  emergency  de- 
lAc^ments.  With  these  tields  of  supply  almost  exhausted  in 
the  spring  of  1018,  Mias  Delauo  and  Miss  Noyes  appealed  to 
members  of  the  Juno  graduating  classes  of  hospital  schools  of 
Bursing,  uiging  these  young  women  also  to  join  that  continuous 
proocsaion  of  reserve  nurses  filing  into  the  Army  Nurse  Corps 
throogfa  the  American  Red  Cross. 

Mis0  Delano  presented  in  a  letter  written  March  12,  1918,  to 
all  snperintondents  of  schools  of  nursing,  the  iirst  step  of 
the  Red  Cross  plan  to  utilize  the  services  of  young  graduates 
for  the  Army; 

We  have  been  definitely  aRked  hy  the  Surgeon  General  to 
supply  five  thouKftiul  nurses  by  June  1,  liUS,  for  the  Army 
'  alone,  and  it  is  estimated  that  pmhnbly  not  far  from  thirty 

thousand  ndtlitinnal  ones  will  ha  needed  by  January  1,  lOli). 
,  .  .  It  seems  evident  from  the  recent  surveys  which  have 
been  made  of  the  nursing  resources  of  the  country  that  there 
are  not  more  than  eixty-iive  thousand  registered  nurses  in 
the  United  States.  .  .  . 

We  believe  that  training  school  superiuteiidenta  are  most 
aiuious  to  aid  in  every  possible  vr&y  to  secure  tlie  number 
of  nurses  needed.  One  of  the  most  practical  methods  of 
increasing  the  available  supply  of  nurses  is  to  advance  some- 
what the  date  of  graduation  in  training  schools  giving  a 
three  years'  course  of  training,  provided  of  course  that  only 
such  nurses  should  be  graduated  as  are  willing  to  enroll 
promptly  with  the  Red   Cross  and  accept   service  at  once 

th  the  Army  or  with  the  Navy.  .  .  . 

I  should  not  feel  justified  in  urging  this  shortening  of 
le  regular  three  years'  course,  if  I  did  not  believe  that  the 
experience  in  militnry  hospitals  would  supplement  their 
regular  training  and  give  them  not  only  experience  which 
will  be  of  value  to  them  in  their  career  as  nurses,  but  would 
give  them  as  well  the  satisfaction  of  having  served  their 
country  in  time  of  need. 

On  March  13,  1918,  Miss  Noycs  followed  up  Miss  Delano's 
Vtter  with  a  personal  communication  addressed  to  all  superin- 
tPTjdoTits,  in  which  she  urged  them  to  undertake  the  organiza- 
tion of  at  least  one  training  school  unit 

The  underlying  principle  of  organizing  such  units  was  a 
recognition  of  the  clan  instinct.  War  scorned  less  formidable 
ivben  B  nurse  could  go  out  with  a  former  room-mate  or  a  friend 
who  bftd  been  trained  in  the  same  wards. 
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Each  train  iug  school  unit  was  nnmberedj  the  designation 
begiiniing  with  a  hif^h  iiuirih(?r  to  Jivoid  eoiifuHJou  with  base 
hospitula  and  liospital  units.  Tin?  first,  training  school  unit 
was  formed  at  Sara  Elizaheth  Hoapit^il,  Henderson,  North  Car- 
olina, and  was  designated  T.  S.  Unit  No.  500;  tho  second,  from 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Hospital,  Brooklyn,  New  York,  as 
T.  S.  Unit  No.  501.  Nurses  other  tiian  the  graduates  of  a  given 
school  which  had  formed  a  unit  might  join  the  unit  of  that 
institution  if  none  existed  in  their  own  school,  or  if  satis- 
factory  reasons  were  presented,  but  this  was  seldom  done. 

During  tho  spring  and  summer  of  lOlS,  1362  nurses  volun- 
teered for  war  service  in  307  training  school  units.  A  list  of 
the  units  is  given  in  the  Appendix. 

Immediately  following  the  declaration  of  war  by  the  United 
States,  General  Oorgus  organized  within  the  !Arcdical  Corps  of 
the  Army,  divisions  of  Mental  Diseases,  Internal  ilediciue, 
Orthopedics  and  Opthaluiology,  the  directors  of  which  were 
experts  in  these  different  branches  of  medical  practice.  These 
directors  were  charged  with  the  responsibility  of  organizing 
such  base  hospitals  for  service  in  the  United  States  and  abroad 
B8  the  treatment  of  such  cases  as  might  fall  under  the  above 
classifications,    required. 

The  medical  and  enlisted  personnel  of  these  units  was  or- 
ganized entirely  within  the  Surgeon  Genernra  office  and  tho 
equipment  was  supplied  by  the  Government,  but  the  Army 
Nurse  C'orps  called  upon  the  Red  Cross  to  supply  the  nurses. 
The  first  step  in  securing  nurses  qualified  for  this  service  lay 
in  the  establishment  of  a  classitied  list  of  nurses  specially 
trained  in  pediatric,  psycLopathic  and  orthopedic  nursing  and 
in  nursing  mental  diseases,  contagious  diseases,  head  and  nock 
surgery  and  eye  and  car  work.  After  the  establishment  of  this 
list,  the  procedure  was  comparatively  simple.  From  time  to 
time,  Miss  Thompson  notified  Miss  Noyes  of  the  formation  of 
special  hospitals  and  she  secured  the  nurses  through  corre- 
spondence with  those  whoso  names  appeared  on  the  classified 
listB. 

The  development  of  physio-therapy,  one  of  the  signal  de- 
velopments which  the  war  indirectly  brought  to  medical 
Boience,  created  a  demand  for  expert  masseuses.  Miss  Noyce 
prepared  a  form  hotter  in  November,  1917,  to  l»e  sent  to  nurses 
who  rtHiuesled  iriformati<»n  of  this  t^^io  from  National  Head- 
quartersy  or  to  nurses  whose  enrollment  showed  special  training; 
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Begvlatious  conceruing  enrollment  as  an  expert  masseuse  were 
as  follows: 

Applicants  should  be  graduates  of  a  recognized  school  of 
massage. 

The  service  is  entered  for  the  period  of  the  war.  It  is  to 
be  performed  in  the  wards  of  the  reconstruction  hospitals 
under  the  supervision  of  the  head  nurse  of  the  ward. 

Applicants  should  be  preferably  between  the  ages  of 
twenty-tive  and  forty-five. 

Applicants  should  be  endorsed  by  the  principal  of  the 
school  of  mnsKft^e  from  whicli  she  received  her  diploma. 

Members  of  the  service  are  expected  to  respond  promptly 
to  a  call  for  service  coming  from  the  Bureau  of  Nursing  of 
the  Red  Cross, 

A  masseuse  will  be  paid  $50.00  a  month,  with  mainte- 
nance and  tranRportatioD, 

[Here  follow  the  same  passport  and  physical  examination 
instructions  as  apply  to  the  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service.] 

The  Nursing  Service  assigned  193  nurses  expert  in  the  care 
of  special  diseases  to  the  Anny  Nurse  Corps  for  service  in  the 
following  special  base  hospitals  of  the  Medicjil  Dopartraent: 
No.  114,  Orthopedic  (assigiuMl  to  service  in  the  United  States 
tnd  later  to  foreign  duty) ;  No.  115,  Eye  and  Ear  (assigned 
to  service  in  the  United  States  and  later  to  foreign  duty) ; 
No.  116,  Fracture  (assigned  to  service  abroad) ;  No.  117,  Psy- 
chiatric (assigned  to  service  abroad) ;  a  mobile  operating  unit 
under  Major  P.  R.  Turnure,  M.  K.  G.  of  New  York  City. 

A«  the  Selective  Draft  brought  thousands  of  recruits  to  the 
cantonments,  which  had  sprung  \ip  o%-emight  in  rows  of  un- 
painted  barracks  like  clusters  of  enormous  gray  mushrooms, 
t  problem  in  sanitation  arose  which  presented  an  opportunity 
to  tlie  Red  Cross  for  vital  service  to  the  enlisted  man.  Within 
the  military  boundaries  of  each  cantonment,  sanitary  measures 
were  directh'  under  the  charge  of  Army  Medioal  officers.  In 
Ae  regions  imuiodiately  surrounding  the  military  district,  this 
responsibility  was  divided  between  State,  county  and  municipal 
health  departments.  The  physical  well-being  of  the  new 
armies  was  intimately  related,  however,  to  these  extra-oanton- 
mcnt  zones.  Through  the  coiiperation  of  the  War  and  Treasury 
Departments,  the  United  States  Public  Health  Service  had 
agiWd  to  assign  an  expi'rienced  sanitarian  of  its  staff  to  auper- 
Tbe  health  measures  about  each  cantonment.    This  officer  was 
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duly  invested  with  such  powers  as  the  State  and  Local  Boards 
of  Health  would  transfer. 

iCeither  the  Federal  Public  Health  Servire,  nor  loeal  agencies 
possessed,  however,  sufficient  funds  to  employ  an  a*UH|\iate 
personnel  to  help  this  officer.  Legislative  action  would  have 
consumed  valuable  time.  The  Red  Cross  accordingly  set  aside 
an  initial  appropriation  of  over  $10,000  to  organize  ■ 
Bureau  of  Sanitary  Service  under  the  Department  of  Military 
Relief  and  supplemented  this  appropriation  from  time  to  time 
to  the  amount  of  approximately  $7r»0,000   in  the  aggregate. 

Dr.  Taliaferro  Clark,  Surgeon,  United  States  Health  Service, 
and  one-time  director  of  the  Red  Cross  Bureau  of  Sanitary 
Service,  stated  in  the  Annual  Report  of  1917,  the  method 
under  which  this  bureau  operated: 

Assistance  is  given  only  on  request  from  a  State  and  on 
recommendation  of  the  Surgeon  General  of  the  United 
States  Public  Health  Service,  under  whose  direction  a  sani- 
tary survey  is  being  made  in  the  vicinity  of  each  canton- 
ment. 

Upon  receipt  of  a  report  from  the  Public  Health  Service 
stating  the  conditions  in  a  district  and  establishing  the  need 
for  aid,  the  Hed  Cross  promptly  furnishes  this  supplemen- 
tary assistance  by  assigning  to  the  district  bacteriologists, 
sanitary  inspectors  and  lied  Cn^ss  public  health  nurses,  with 
an  appro|>nation  sunicicnt  to  provide  equipment,  transjiorta- 
tion  and  maintenance. 

Miss  Noycs  w*rote  on  August  fi,  1917,  to  chief  nurses  of  all 
units  and  dctachnu'uts,  stating  that  tbi5  National  Comuiittce  on 
Kcd  Cnjss  Nursing  Service  hud  voted  the  week  before  in  favor 
-of  a  special  enrolbncnt  fi»r  public  health  nurses,  exempting 
'them  from  active  militiny  service,  if  they  desired,  so  that  thoy 
might  undertake  cantonment  7,one  work.  Miss  Noyes  suggested 
that  all  nurses  who  were  enrolled  in  base  hospital  and  other 
units,  yet  who  by  training  and  experience  were  titled  for  can- 
tonment zone  service,  should  be  withdrawn  from  the  units  then 
oeing  organized  for  the  Army  and  should  be  transferred  to 
cantonment  zone  service. 

This  particular  phase  of  war  nursing  surrounding  the  can- 
tonments coitsisted  in  sanitary  work  in  connection  with  the 
public  and  private  water  supply;  the  disposal  of  sewage  and 
garbage;   the  drainage  of  musMjuito-iufested  swamps;   tlie  in- 
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spection  of  food  supplioH;  and  tlio  control  of  communicable 
difioases.  Miss  Ella  Phillips  Crandall.  executive  secretury  of 
the  Natioiial  Organization  for  Public  Health  Nursing,  assisted 
^the  Red  Cross  in  the  selection  of  public  health  nurses  for  this 
irvice,  one  hundred  and  fifty-four  of  whom  were  assigned 
twenty-nine  sanitary  zones  at  the  following  localities: 
Alexandria,  La. ;  American  Lake,  Wash. ;  Anniston^  Ala. ;  At- 
lanta, Ga. ;  Augusta,  Ga. ;  Aycr,  Mass. ;  Charlotte,  N.  C. ;  Chat- 
tanooga, Tenn. ;  Chillicothe,  Ohio ;  Columbia,  S.  C. ;  Dea 
Moines,  Iowa ;  Manhattan,  Kansas;  Fort  Worth,  Texas;  Green- 
ville, S.  C. ;  Hutticsburg,  Miss.;  Houston,  Texas;  Jacksonville, 
Fla. ;  Loavenwortli,  Kansas;  Littlo  Rock,  Ark. ;  LouiBville,  Ky. ; 
Macon,  Ga. ;  Montgomery,  Ala. ;  Newport  News,  Va. ;  Peters- 
burg, Va. ;  Portaniouth  and  Norfolk,  Va. ;  San  Antonio,  Texas ; 
Spartanburg,  S.  C. ;  Waco,  Texas;  W^rightstown,  N.  J. 

By  vote  of  the  National  Conuuittee  on  Rod  Cross  Nursing 
Service  in  May,  1918,  the  name  of  the  Red  Cross  Town  and 
Country  Nursing  Scn'ice  was  changed  to  that  of  the  Bureau 
of  Public  Health  Nursing  Service.  To  it  were  delegated  during 
the  summer  of  1018  the  responsibility  for  public  health  nurses 
aseigued  to  extra-cantonment  zones. 

Second  in  military  importance  to  American  combat  tr<x>pa 
in  France  were  the  essential  war  industries  in  the  United 
States,  which  furnished  supplies  to  the  Americau  Expeditionary 
Forces  and  to  the  Allies.  For  ten  miles  iiloiig  fue  Ohio  River, 
in  whose  durk,  swiftly-flowing  waters  were  reflocLed  at  night 
the  glaring  throats  of  a  thousand  furmi.^^,  stretched  the  United 
States  Ammunition  Plant  at  Nitro,  in  ilie  West  Virginia  hills. 
From  Muscle  Shoals,  Alabama,  came  the  nitrate  for  high  ex- 
►losives.     Various  other  centers  for  manufacturing  essential 

ir  supplies  were  located  in  different  parts  of  the  country' 

id  employed  many  thousands  of  workers.  The  health  of 
thoflc  men  and  of  their  families  was  of  paramount  importance, 
— for  upon  their  lalx»r  depended  the  output  of  these  manufac- 
turing centers — so  the  (iovoninient  established  ba.se  hospitals 
tti  care  for  accident  cases  and  illness  which  occurred  there. 

The  Surgeon  General  of  the  United  States  Public  Health 
Service,  under  whose  department  these  hospitals  were  main- 
tained, agreed  to  utilize  for  this  service  nurses  who  had  been 
elif^tly  below  the  physical  requirements  of  the  Army  and  Navy, 
or  Uiose  slightly  above  the  maximum  age  limit,  or  married 
nunca  whose  husbands  were  in  military'  service,  a  group  which 
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was  barred  from  joining  the  Array  Nurse  Corps.    Eighty-eight 
nurses  were  assigned  to  this  service, 

To  Marine  llospitals  and  to  special  institutions  maintained 
by  the  United  States  Public  Health  Service  for  the  care  of 
pellagra,  trachoma  and  other  contagious  diseases,  fifty-four  Red 
Cross  nurses  were  assigned  before  the  Armistice.  The  develop- 
ment of  the  Nurse  Corps  of  the  Public  Health  Service  is  treated 
more  fully  in  a  later  chapter. 

The  first  field  service  which  American  Red  Cross  nurses 
experienced  as  reserve  members  of  the  Army  Nurse  Corps  was 
on  the  Mexican  border.  This  type  of  duty  began  in  1011. 
In  the  spring  of  1914-,  the  Ptinitive  Expedition  was  dispatched 
to  Vera  Cruz  and  occupied  the  city.  Army  nurses  accompanied 
the  military  forces.  Early  in  1016,  the  Villesta  forces  killed 
several  American  miners  and  the  United  States  Government 
demanded  reparation.  On  March  0,  1016,  V^illa  invaded 
Columbus,  New  Mexico,  killed  seven  troopers  and  several 
civilians  and  fired  many  buildings.  President  Wilson  then 
ordered  a  punitive  expedition  under  ^'Black  Jack"  Pershing 
to  cross  the  border  in  pursuit  of  Villa,  but  to  respect  scnipu- 
lously  the  sovereignity  of  the  Mexican  Republic.  Pershing, 
with  the  aid  of  Carrauzu*8  troops,  drove  Villa  into  the  hills, 
but  the  chaotic  state  of  anarchy  existing  in  Mexico  continued. 

In  June»  President  Wils^ui  changed  his  policy  of  "watchful 
waiting"  to  one  of  border  defense;  in  a  note  of  June  2,  1010, 
sent  to  all  factions,  he  warned  them  that  tliey  must  adjust 
their  differences  and  **act  promptly  for  the  relief  and  redemp- 
tion of  their  prostrate  country"  or  else  the  United  States  would 
bo  "constrained  to  decide  what  means  should  be  employed  to 
help  Mexico  save  herself."  On  June  12,  two  troops  of  U.  S, 
cavalry  (colored)  approached  the  town  of  Carrizal,  requested 
permission  of  General  Gomez  to  pass,  stopped  at  his  suggestion 
to  confer  and  were  fired  upon  by  the  Mexican  forces.  A  number 
of  soldiers,  incinding  the  oftieer  in  command,  were  killed  and 
twenty-four  were  taken  prisoners.  President  Wilson  imme- 
diatelv  demanded  that  Carranza  define  his  attitude  and  sur- 
render  the  prisoners.  On  June  18,  he  called  out  every  militia- 
man in  the  t^nitin]  States  to  strengthen  Pershing's  line  of  12,000 
Regulars  which  extended  '280  miles  directly  soutb  to  Nami- 
quipa.  tSixteeu  baUleshipa  steamed  to  the  Mexican  coast. 
Congress  oflicially  authorized  the  President  to  draft  the  Na- 
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tkmal  Guard  into  Federal  .service  and  voted  $2fl,O00jO0O  for 
tke  emergency.  Carranza  then  yielded  and  returned  the  pris- 
Notes  proposing  diplomatic  settlement  of  the  differ- 
between  Mejrico  and  the  Lnited  States  were  exchanged 
in  July.  At  this  juncture,  Villa  cmci^rd  from  among  the 
hills  and  the  **cat  and  mouse"  warfare  ihat  had  been  going  on 
before  began  again. 

With  over  200,000  Regulars  and  Militiamen  in  the  field  in 
August,  1916,  the  United  States  Army  established  during  the 
aununer  fire  base  hospitals,  five  camp  hospitals  and  one  can- 
tonment hospital  along  the  Mexican  border.--  Kathrine  Don- 
nellj.  Lulu  T.  Lloyd,  Alice  B.  Han-ey  and  Nannie  B,  Hardy, 
re«?rve  members  of  the  Army  Nurse  Corps,  had  been  in 
service  with  the  border  troops  since  1014.  When  the  rola- 
tioDs  between  Mexico  and  the  United  States  became  strained 
in  the  spring  of  1916,  Colonel  Kean,  then  acting  chairman 
of  the  Central  Committee  of  the  American  Red  Cross,  wrote 
May  15  to  the  Surgeon  General,  offering  the  services  of  "such 

number  of  nurses,  not  exceeding  forty,  as  may  be  needed." 

le  Red  Cross  at  the  same  time  olTered  to  pay  the  salaries  of 
'ikflBB  nurses  and  to  furnish  trans ptirtat ion  for  them  to  the 
I^aoe  of  service,  but  the  Aran-  to  furnish  maintenance.  "It 
ifl  presumed,"  concluded  Colonel  Kean,  *'that  after  Jtily  1  these 
nurses  can  l>e  paid  from  the  Army  appropriation  if  their  ser- 
vicee  are  still  needed."  Rod  Cross  records  show  no  evidence 
of  a  written  reply  to  this  offer. 

Colonel  Kean  took  up  the  question  again  in  a  letter  ad- 
dressed July  28  to  Colonel  Birmingham,  then  Acting  Surgeon 
GeneraL  This  letter  contained  interesting  arguments  of  the 
three  ways  in  which  the  number  of  nurses  available  for  the 
Medical  Corps  might  be  increased.  The  first  way  was  to  in- 
crease the  number  of  nurses  in  the  Regular  Nurse  Corps.  The 
neond  way  was  to  call  reserve  nurses,  namely,  American  Red 
Cro«8  nurses,  into  active  service  in  the  Army  Nurse  Corps. 
The  third  way  was  to  employ  contract  nurses  *'who  may  or 
may  not  be  enrolled  Red  Cross  nurses,"  stated  Colonel  Kean, 
"but  who  are  paid  out  of  the  Medical  and  Hospital  Appropria- 
tion." 

The  first  method,  that  of  increasing  the  number  of  nurses 
in  the  Regular  Nurse  Corps,  was  then  being  used  to  secure 
nurses  for  the  Army  base  hospitals  on  the  Mexican  border. 

■Report  of  the  Surgeon  Ocnernl,  U.  S.  A.,  1017,  p.  23. 
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"I  do  not  know,"  ar^riied  Colonel  Kean  in  his  letter  of  July  28, 
'Svhat  advantages  it  has  which  Lave  led  to  its  adoption  in 
preference  to  the  second  method^  in  an  emergency  which  is 
of  a  more  or  less  temporary  nature,  but  I  think  it  is  clear  tbat. 
it  has  the  disadvantage  of  being  much  slower  than  calling  out 
the  reserve  nurses.  I  understand  that  only  100  out  of  tlie 
more  than  400  which  are  now  authorized,  have  been  obtained 
during  the  numher  of  weeks  since  an  increase  was  authorized. 
Alsfi,  I  do  not  believe/'  he  continued  further,  "that  the  l»csl 
nurses  in  the  country  are  as  easily  secured  for  a  permanent 
engagement  in  the  Army  Nursing  Service  as  can  be  8e<Mired 
by  the  selwtion  from  the  Reserve.  In  the  latter^  as  you  know, 
a  very  large  number  is  available  from  which  to  select,  and  there 
is  the  appeal  of  patriotic  service  which  is  not  so  much  in 
evidence  in  the  Army." 

Colonel  Kean's  argument  next  dealt  with  the  third  method, 
the  employment  of  nurses  by  contract.  In  his  opinion,  it  had 
several  disadvantages.  "In  the  first  phiee,"  he  stated,  "the  term 
'contract  nurse*  is  one  which  was  brought  into  discredit  during 
the  Spanish- American  War  by  the  emplovment  in  this  way  of 
untrained  nurses  and  of  women  for  matrons  and  other  purposed 
than  special  nursing,  and  the  term  ^contract  nurse/  like  'eon- 
tract  doctor/  is  itself  not  an  attractive  one.  Also,  tlie  fact 
that  these  nurses  are  paid  out  of  the  Medical  and  Hospital 
Appropriation,  which  is  never  too  large,  rather  than  from  the 
appropriation  for  pay  of  the  Army,  is  a  serious  disadvantage. 
1  think,  therefore,"  he  declared,  "that  this  method  of  securing 
nurses  should  not  be  considered." 

After  a  discussion  of  the  probable  number  of  nurses  needed, 
which  Colonel  Kean  estimated  would  ultimately  be  one  thou- 
sand, he  proceeded  with  directness  to  his  conchision:  "I  am 
writing  to  suggest  that  the  additional  nurses  needed  in  the 
present  emergency,  due  to  the  calling  out  of  the  National  Guard 
and  the  mobilization  of  the  Army  on  the  border,  be  furnished 
from  the  nurses*  Reserve,  as  is  contemplated  by  the  Regulations, 
and  that  this  oiliee  l>e  taken  into  the  confident  of  the  Surgeon 
Generars  oHieo  as  far  as  possible  and  notified  as  much  in 
advance  as  may  lx»  practicable  of  the  calls  which  may  b?  made 
upon   it  for  nurses." 

On  July  2!>,  lOlfi,  the  Snr|?con  Oeneral  replied  to  Colonel 
Kean,  requesting  that  "this  uttice  be  fumisluHl  with  the  names 
of  forty  reserve  nurses  in  groups  of  about  ten,  who  are  willing 
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to  be  assigned  to  active  duty  in  the  Military  Estoblishmont  and 
rho  can  n^apond  tti  an  iiiiiiu'diate  call."  In  this  letter,  the 
SurgiMin  General  also  stated  that  the  physical  examiiiiition 
required  by  the  Red  C  Voss  for  ennillnient  would  Ix*  satisfactory, 
but  he  requested  that  the  credentials  of  each  nurse  assigned 
to  meet  this  call  should  be  sent  to  his  office. 

Insight  into  the  reasons  why  the  War  Department  did  not 
accept  earlier  the  offer  of  Red  Cross  assistance  was  contuined 
in  a  letter  written  by  Miss  Delano  August  10  to  Mrs.  William 
K,  Draper: 

.  .  ,  The  Red  Cross  offer,  to  send  forty  or  fxftj''  nurses  to 
the  border,  went  to  the  War  Department  and  after  much 
discussion  it  was  decided  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  I  believe, 
that  the  Army  could  not  accept  this  contribution  from  the 
Red  Cross  e-uvpt  when  war  was  actually  decluriid.  Their 
appropriation  for  additional  nurses  is  now  available  and  we 
have  again  offered  to  scud  nurses  as  they  are  needed. 

I  believe  that  at  present  there  is  some  quet^tion  concerning 
quarters,  but  at  any  rate  the  nurses  are  ready.  I  began  some 
time  ago  the  development  of  what  we  call  emergency  de- 
tachments of  which  we  now  have  a  good  many  available. 
Our  base  hospitals  are  well  developed,  nearly  ready  for  f:erv- 
ice.  1  thank  Heaven  every  day  thnt  we  were  fortunate 
enough  in  beginning  the  organization  of  the  Nursing  Service 
m  long  ago  that  now  there  need  be  no  delay  as  far  as  the 
nurt'es  are  concerned. 

Four  days  later,  August  14,  the  Surgeon  General  called  upon 
the  Red  Cn.)S8  for  one  hundred  nurses,  instead  of  forty,  for 
border  service.     As  this  was  the  first  call  of  sizable  dimensions 

hicli  the  Ked  Cross  Nursing  Service  had  received,  the  rules 
and  regulations  handed  down  by  the  Surgeon  General  are  of 
imjx»rtauce,  in  that  they  constituted  the  precedi'ut  which  later 
governed  the  assigiinient  of  American  I^ed  Cross  nurses  to 
the  Army  Nurse  Corps  during  the  participation  of  the  United 
States  in  the  Knrojxan  War.  In  his  letter  of  August  14,  the 
Surgr^>n  General  stated  that  reserve  nurses  must  be  citizens  of 
the  United  States.  Colonel  Kean  in  his  reply  of  August  16 
wrote; 

2.  The  requirement  mentioned  in  your  letter,  which  is  a 
new  one  as  far  as  reserve  nurses  are  concerned, — that  rcperve 
nurses  must  be  citizens. — may  delay  sDnu^what   the  calling 
out  of  the  emergency  detachments,  as  the  question  of  citizen* 
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ship  has  to  be  put  to  each  individual  nurse.  The  War  Belief 
Board,  of  which  the  Surgeon  General  of  the  Army  and  tlie 
Surgeon  General  of  the  Navy  are  nienil>ers,  have  considered 
the  regulations  for  enrollment  in  the  Kcd  Cross  Reserve  and 
have  not  eousidered  thia  requirement  uecessary  for  reserve 
nurses,  whose  service  is  of  a  more  or  less  temporar}*  char- 
acter, although  it  is  required  of  memhnrs  of  the  Army  Nurse 
Corps.  They  have  always,  of  course,  been  required  to  take 
the  oath  of  allegiance.  This  requirement  seems  somewhat 
at  variance  with  the  neutral  and  intcruatioual  character  of 
the  Red  Cross. 

In  his  letter  of  August  16,  Colonel  Kean  next  dealt  with 
two  questions  of  only  t(nnpc»ral  importance.  He  suggested  that 
nurses  assigned  to  border  *lnty  Iwi  peruutted  to  serve  for  a 
period  of  ouly  six  nuintha,  if  necessary,  so  that  tliey  might 
return  to  positions  which  were  being  held  open  for  them.  He 
also  requested  that  several  reserve  nurses  from  various  base 
hospital  units  be  assigned  to  the  Ixtnler,  so  that  they  might 
become  familiar  with  Army  paper  work  and  other  couditions 
peculiar  to  Array  nursing.  The  last  point  made  in  this  letter 
was  one  of  vital  importance.     Colonel  Kean  wrote: 

6.  As  the  question  of  insignia  for  Red  Cross  nurses  when 
on  active  duty  has  not  been  authoritatively  settled,  it  is  re- 
quested that  a  ruling  be  made  tliat  they  shall  wear  the  Re- 
serve cap  with  the  Med  Cross  on  the  front  and  the  Red  Cross 
cape  which  is  issued  to  them  gratis.  This  is  considered  of 
importance  on  account  of  the  international  and  well-accepted 
character  of  this  insiguia  and  its  value  iu  maiutaiuiug  esprit 
de  corps. 

In  a  letter  written  August  18,  the  Acting  Surgeon  General, 
Colonel  Rirminghnm,  answered  these  points  in  the  following 
order  and  manner: 

1.  Your  letter  of  August  16  is  herewith  acknowledged. 

2.  As  tliere  appears  to  he  no  law  retjuiring  the  reserve 
nurses  assigned  to  active  duty  in  the  Military  Estahlisliment 
to  be  citizens  of  the  United  States,  so  much  of  letter  dated 
August  11  as  pertains  to  thia  need  not  be  regarded,  though 
citizens,  or  those  who  have  made  declaration  of  intention  to 
become  such,  will  be  given  precedence. 

3.  You  are  authorizcnl  to  inform  reserve  nurses  volunteer- 
ing for  active  service  that  they  may  on  request,  be  relieved 
from  active  duty  and  given  transportation,  to  the  place  from 
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whidi  Uiey  started,  at  the  end  of  &ix  mouths'  service,  unless 
in  the  meantime,  the  need  for  their  service  ceases  to  exist  or 
in  case  of  misconduct. 

4.  Id  the  case  of  uurses  assigned  to  active  duty,  and  who 
are  enrolled  for  base  hospital  units,  every  etfort  will  be  made 
to  transfer  them  to  iho  unit  of  which  they  arc  a  part,  should 
the  unit  be  called  out,  provided  the  Bed  Cross  will  nominate 
other  nurses  to  replace  them. 

5.  There  is  no  objection  iu  this  office  to  the  use  of  the 
Red  Cross  cape  and  cap  by  reserve  nurses. 


■  Immediately   upon   receipt  of   Col.   Birmingham's  answer, 

™      Miss  Delano  called  out  emergency  detachments  which  had  been 

organized  by  Ix>cal  Committees  in  Alabama,  Colorado,  Georgia, 

I  Nebraska,  Iowa,  Louisiana,  Maryland,  Minnesota,  New  Jersey, 
New  York,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Texas,  Virginia  and  Wash- 
ington^  D.  C,  One  hundred  and  forty-four  nurses  were  first 
assigned  to  Camp  McAllcn,  Port  Sam  Houston,  Eagle  Pass, 
Laredo,  Llano  Grande,  Brownsville  and  Fort  Bliss  in  Texas; 
to  Nogales  and  Douglas,  Arizona;  and  to  Deming,  New  Mexico. 
Nurses  were  also  assigned  to  United  States  Army  base  hos- 
pitals from  the  base  hospital  units  organized  at  Bellevue,  the 
Presbyterian,  the  New  York  City,  the  Post  Graduate,  Mt. 
Sinai  and  the  German  Hospital,  of  New  York  City;  at  the 
Boston  City,  tJic  Maasacliusetts  General  and  the  Peter  Bent 

IBrigham,  of  Boston;  at  the  Lakeside,  of  Clevidand;  at  the 
Rochester  Hospital,  of  Rochester,  New  York;  at  the  Harpt^r 
Hospital,  of  Detroit,  Michigan;  and  at  the  Washington  Uui- 
versily  Medical  Schmjl,  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri. 
Reserve  nurses  who  went  to  the  lM)rder  were  almost  unani- 
mous in  their  expression  of  enjoyment  of  the  service.  The 
chief  nurses  were  Regulars  of  the  Army  Nurse  Corps.     Au 

•  eight-hour  day  gave  the  nurses  ample  li'isure.  The  work  in 
ititf'lf  was  light,  but  the  Hcsrrvt'H  found  unending  iiitfrrst  in  the 
routine  of  an  Army  General  HtispitaL     "The  Military  is  so 

t  different  I"  they  wrote  Miss  Delano. 
At  Fort  Sara  Houston,  San  Antonio,  Texas,  the  base  hos- 
pital of  one  thousand  beds  was  always  fuIL  "The  patients  are 
mostly  typhoid  and  op<»rative  cases  and  soldiers  suffering  from 
exhaustion  due  to  the  hot  sun,"  wrote  Ada  Ha^-ton,  of  the 
Washington,  D.  C,  emergency  detachment,  to  Miss  Delano. 
Elizabeth  E.  O'Keefe,  another  reserve  nurse,  wrote  of  the 
itnde  vnth  which  visitors  and  patients  regarded  the  Reserve: 
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I  We  are  quite  amused  at  the  terms  applied  to  us  by  the 

I  soldiers  and  their  visitors  to  designnte  us  from  the  Army 

I  Durses.     A  young  woman  visiting  one  of  the  ward?,  stopped 

I  m&  to  say  *'I  want  to  ask  you  a  question,  and  if  you  are  not 

I  allowed  to  answer  it,  why  just  say  so,  won't  you?'*    I  no<ldefl. 

I  Imagine  my  surprise  w!»en  she  drew  a  long  breath,  screwed 

I  up   her   courage   and   whispered   confidentially:     *"You    Red 

I  Cross  nurses  aren't  really  all  graduate  nurses,  now,  are  you?" 

I  A  patient  said  to  one  of  the  Reserves,  as  ghe  was  giving 
him  a  bath:  "Do  you  find  this  work  very  hard  to  learn?" 
**WImt    do    you    mean?"    she    asked.     "Why/*    he    replied. 

I  ^'aren't  you  one  of  those  society  women  who  are  doing  this 

I  for  fun  and  tlie  good  of  humanity?" 

At  Fort  Bliss,  Texaa,  the  Army  base  hospital  cared  for  an 
average  of  five  hundred  patients,  the  majority  of  them  accideut 
cases.  Here  as  in  other  bases,  the  nurses  were  at  first  somewhat 
uncertain  as  to  their  exact  dutioe.  "^^After  we  get  better 
acquainted  with  the  x\rmy,"  wrote  Ellen  Thomas  to  Miss  Delano 
on  Septemlx*r  12,  1916,  ''I  think  we  will  be  busier.  The  Corps 
men  have  done  all  the  work  until  June  of  this  year  and  it  is 
now  rather  dilHcult  to  know  where  their  work  stops  and  ours 
begins." 

Overlooking  the  low  brush  and  cacti  of  the  Mexican  shore, 
directly  en  the  bank  of  the  Rio  Grande,  stood  the  Brownsville 
Hospital.  In  a  letter  written  September  28,  1916,  to  Miss 
Delano,  Edith  L,  Wood,  reserve  nurse,  described  their 
"quarters" : 

We  are  fairly  comfortably  situated  here  in  a  low  frame 
building,  just  boards,  with  two  of  us  in  each  room.  Every- 
thing  18  screened  against  mosquitoes  and  we  sleep  under  nets. 
Though  the  heat  is  intense  during  the  day,  the  wind  off  the 
Gwlf  of  Mexico,  twenty  miles  away,  makes  our  nights  very 
eomfortahle. 

All  the  buildings  are  of  the  same  construction.  The  wards 
accommodate  about  fifty  patients  each.  They  are  so  quiiJily 
and  easily  assembled  that  tliey  scorn  to  spring  up  overnight 
like  mushrooms.  A  mouth  ago  there  was  nothing  here  but 
duHt,  saudlleas,  cacti  and  heat.  Now  it  looks  like  a  small 
village. 

No  special  disease  prevails.  We  have  something  of  every- 
thing, quite  a  bit  of  malaria,  and  a  fever  called  "dengue," 
which  the  merry  mosquitoes  give  us. 
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One  of  tlie  five  camp  boepitula  which  thi?  Medical  Corps 
maintained  on  the  bt»rdcr  was  lorattMl  at  Llano  (iraiulc,  Texas. 
A  re«enre  nurse  who  had  sc<^n  survice  with  tho  British  Plxpedi- 
dooary  Forces  during  the  early  years  of  the  European  War 
inole  of  the  work  at  Llano  Grande : 

Our  experiences  arc  quite  different  from  those  in  an  Eng- 
lish camp  hospital  in  France.  We  were  much  disai)pointefl 
at  first  to  find  our  hoepital  so  poorly  equipped.  Camp  life 
in  France  was  so  very  fascinating  and  the  nurses  were 
treated  with  great  respect  by  the  British  Tommies.  .  .  . 

We  were  later  transferred  to  Fort  Sam  Houston,  where 
everything  is  well  evstematizcd,  with  supplies  in  abundance. 
Here  we  found  our  l>oys  quite  as  appreciative  as  the  Eughsh 
And  French  and  so  full  of  fun ! 

The  camp  hospital  at  Douglas,  Arizona,  consisted  of  tents 
and  wooden  barracks.  "Nurses*  quarters/'  wrote  Harriet  Han- 
kitu  to  Miss  Delano  on  August  27,  1916,  ''*are  separate  and 
are  built  of  wood,  with  excellent  floors,  plenty  of  screened 
windows,  running  water,  in  fact  arc  wonderfully  comfortable. 
Kach  nurse  has  a  lx?d,  a  bureau  and  a  built-in  wardrobe."  Miss 
Delano's  reply  was  reminiscent  of  her  own  early  experiences 
in  the  West:  "Soon  after  my  graduation,"  she  wrote,  "and 
almnet  my  first  work  was  in  the  mining  camp  at  Bisbee,  Arizona, 
not  far  from  your  present  assignment.  In  tiiose  days,  the 
Apache  Indians  were  usually  on  the  war-path  and  we  never 
dared  stir  out  without  a  revolver.  I  imagine  things  are  more 
civilizi-d  no\y." 

The  wooden  buildings  and  tents  at  Douglas,  which  wore 
oomfurtuhle  enough  during  the  summer  of  1010,  were  meager 
protection  against  the  raw  fall  rains  and  the  bitterly  cold 
winters.  The  nurses  stationed  there  then  experienced  more 
of  the  rigi^rs  of  open  camp  life,  for  a  letter  written  hy  a  member 
of  a  Jjoeal  Committeti  on  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service  to  Miss 
Delauo  gave  a  ditlcrcnt  picture: 

Their  quarters  were  a  small  tent  shared  by  five  nurses. 
There  was  no  way  of  heating  it;  the  weather  was  very  cold. 
The  nurses  in  the  shaeke  had  four  blankets  and  a  stove. 
MTien  it  rained,  the  water  would  run  under  the  coin.  The 
flooring  of  the  tents  was  earth.  One  very  cold  night  the  vrind 
blew  up  the  top  of  the  tent  and  the  nurses  gathered  up  their 
blankotfi  and  clothes  and  spent  the  rest  of  the  utght  on  the 
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floor  of  the  diuing-room.  They  used  to  stand  on  their  cots  to 
dress  so  they  would  not  have  to  put  their  feet  on  the  cohl 
earth." 

This  first  ficJd  service  with  the  Army  which  reserve  nursea 
experienced  on  the  Mexican  lH)rtk'r  wns  of  ^rcat  vahie  in 
acquainting  Americnn  K^d  CroBs  niirsos  with  military  disci- 
pline. In  her  letters  in  reply  to  complaints  which  the  nurses 
sent  to  National  HeadqnartcrH,  Miss  Delano  emphasized  again 
and  again  the  nuofficial  connection  which  she  held  to  Red  Cross 
nurses  nftor  thoy  had  once  l>eon  assigned  to  the  Anny  Nurse 
Corps.  The  Red  Cross  could  in  no  way  interfere  with  the 
discipline  of  the  Army  and  Navy  and  no  one  appreciated  this 
fact  more  than  did  Miss  Delano.  To  complaints,  her  answers 
were  almost  invariably  as  follows: 

In  the  first  place,  Ked  Otosp  nursofl  when  assi^ed  to  duty 
in  a  military  lioppital  become  temporarily  members  of  the 
Army  Nurse  Corps,  subject  to  all  rules  gi)verning  that  service. 
It  is  imposftihle  for  me  to  take  up  this  situation  officially. 
Any  statement  should  he  sent  through  the  chief  nurse  and 
the  regular  military  channels. 

May  I  urge,  however,  that  you  keep  the  nurses  from  dis- 
cussing tliis  matter  and  ask  them  to  accept  without  question 
any  decision  of  the  chief  nurse?  Be  patient  for  a  little  while. 
You  know  how  deeply  interested  I  am  in  everything  concern- 
ing Ked  Cross  nurses,  but  when  it  comes  to  a  question  of 
military  authority,  I  am  quite  lielpless.  I  can  only  count  on 
you  to  do  your  best  to  keep  things  running  smoothly. 

Though  only  a  minor  skirmish  in  comparison  with  the  titanio 
struggle  to  come,  the  ^fexican  l)order  service  of  257  reserve 
nurses  remained  an  illuminating  and,  for  most  of  them,  a 
worth-while  memory. 

Both  from  a  utilitarian  and  from  an  flpsthetic  point  of  view^ 
the  uniform  of  the  Aniericai*  Army  nurse  on  active  duty  during 
the  European  War  differed  greatly  from  the  costunu's  worn 
by  nurses  in  previous  wars.  Volunteer  and  professional  nurses 
of  the  Spanisb-Amcrican  War  had  gone  to  their  posts  of  duty 
garbed  in  civilian  dross  or  in  the  uniform  of  their  school  of 
nursing.  The  appearance  of  the  Civil  War  nurses,  in  crinoline 
and  ahawl,  is  familiar  to  students  of  American  militarj  history. 

"  Red  Crou  Archive*,  Kntionnl  Headqu&rtors,  Wash.,  D.  C. 


I 


B  "It 

■  »^ 


RELATION  OF  NURSING  SERVICE  TO  THE  ARMY  357 

The  description  of  the  "grey  tweed  wrapper,  worsted  jacket 
with  cap,  a  short  woolen  cloak  and  frightful  scarf  of  brown. 
bolland"  ''^*  of  Miss  Nightingale's  nurses  calls  up  an  awesome 
image. 

The  uniform  of  the  American  Army  nurse  was  both  useful 
and  attractive.  It  consisted  of  bhie  norfolk  coat  with  the  bronze 
letters  U.  S,  and  the  caducous  of  tlic  Army  Mcdicid  Corps  with 
the  initials  of  the  Army  Nurse  Corps  sinK'rini{Mtst'd  upon  them, 
the  short  blue  skirt  above  brown  shoes,  and  trim  sailor  hat,  or 
the  white,  one-piece  dress  worn  willi  the  scarlet-liued  blue 
Rod  Cross  cape  and  the  winged  white  cap.  A  war  eurresjxindcnt 
once  asked  a  doughboy  from  a  Pi^nnsylvnnia  mining  town,  who 
had  been  brought  into  an  American  base  hospital  with  a  shat- 
tered leg,  what  he  tbouglit  of  the  reserve  Array  nurses  there. 
"It  gives  me,"  repHod  the  Pcnnsylvanian,  '*bcneficient  shell- 


The  distinctive  uniform  of  the  American  nurse  was,  however, 
a  gradual  evolution.  The  Monnal  of  the  Medical  Department, 
IDOO,  the  edition  in  which  first  appear  regulations  regarding 
the  uniform  of  Army  nurses,  stated  that  "the  uniform  of  the 
Army  Nurse  Corps  shall  consist  of  a  waist  and  skirt  of  suitable 
white  material,  adjustable  white  cuffs,  bishop  collar  and  white 
mpy  according  to  patterns  and  specifications  in  the  office  of  the 
Surgeon  General."  ^° 

At  the  first  meeting  of  the  National  Committee  on  Red  Cross 
Nursing  Service,  which  was  held  in  New  York  on  January  20, 
1910,  a  committee  which  consisted  of  Miss  Delano,  Miss  Board- 
man,  Miss  Nevius  and  Major  Lynch  (then  in  charge  of  Red 
Cross  First  Aid  instruction)  was  appointed  to  draw  up  a  cir- 
cular of  informatiim  regarding  enrollment  in  the  Nursing 
Servioe.  This  circular  was  printed  by  the  National  Head- 
quarters on  April  1,  1910,  and  contained  the  following  regula- 
tions: 

Uniform  and  Badge 
Fnless  othcrwipc  authorized,  nurses  called  upon  for  service 
under  tlie  Ked  Croats  will  wear  plain  white  uniforms  with 
bishop  collars  luul  caps,  the  patterns  of  whi4'h  will  he  provided 
by  tiie  American  Red  Cross  on  application  to  the  chairman  of 
the  Xational  Committee  on  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service.  .  .  . 
[Address  follows.] 

" 'VwDoriei*  of  the  Crimea,"  Sister  Mary  Aloyaiutt,  p.  17. 
"Manual  of  the  Medical  Department,  1906,  p.  31. 
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At  the  time  of  appoiatnieiit  eadi  iiuree  will  receive  a  badge 
with  her  name  and  the  nninlter  of  the  badge  engraved  on  the 
back  and  a  record  of  the  panie  will  be  kept  in  the  National 
oilice  of  tlu'  Hed  Cross  in  Washington. 

UuiKt  tlie  Art  of  CongrcKs  incorporating  the  Red  Cross, 
this  ba(l;ro  cannot  be  legally  worn  by  any  other  than  the 
person  to  whom  it  is  issued,  and  ifi  owned  by  the  American 
Red  Cross,  It  t-liould  be  worn  on  the  front  left-hand  side  of 
the  collar.  In  case  of  withdrawal  from  enrollment,  the 
badge  and  certificate  of  appointment  mnst  be  returned  to  the 
chairman  oL*  the  National  Committee  on  Red  Croas  Nursing 
Service.  .  .  .  [Address  follows.] 

In  the  event  of  war,  the  Red  Cross  will  provide  all  nurses 
called  u]xin  for  active  service  with  blue  capes — bearing  the 
insignia  of  the  Red  Cross. 

Miss  Delano,  with  a  rare  sense  of  the  dramatic  and  an  ap- 
preciation of  the  power  of  sentiment,  designed  the  cape  referred 
to,  which  has  since  become  perhaps  the  most  distinguishing 
mark  o£  the  American  nurse  on  active  service  during  the 
European  War.  It  was  a  circular  garment  of  medium  length, 
made  of  navy  blue  flannel  and  lined  with  scarlet,  and  it  was 
usually  worn  filing  back  over  the  left  shoulder.  On  the  left 
side  was  a  Red  Cross  and  by  reason  of  the  high  ideal  of  conduct 
which  Miss  Delano  set  for  the  enrolled  nurses  and  the  vivid 
appearance  of  the  garment  itself,  luirsea  grew  to  honor  and 
love  the  cape  and  to  mi  ar  it  with  soldierly  pride.  It  s^Tnbolized 
for  them  the  ronninee  and  the  sacrifice  of  war  nursing. 

Xhc  use  of  the  Red  Cross  brassard  was  outlined  in  the  original 
Treaty  of  Geneva  and  wns  defined  in  the  revised  Treaty  of 
Geneva,  which  was  signed  July  6,  1906: 

Article  20.  The  personnel  protected  in  virtue  of  the  first 
paragraph  of  article  nine  and  articles  ten  and  eleven,  will 
wear  attached  to  the  left  arm  a  brassard  hearing  a  red  cross 
on  a  wliilL'  *rrouiid,  which  will  be  is^sued  and  stampeii  by 
competent  military  authority,  and  accompanied  by  a  certificate 
of  identity  in  the  case  of  persons  attached  to  the  sanitary 
service  of  armies  who  do  not  have  military  uniform. 

In  the  Regulations  conceniing  the  American  Red  Cross 
Nursing  Service,  as  adopted  by  the  Executive  Committee  De- 
cember 20,  1012,  which  superseded  the  Circular  of  Informa- 
tion issued  April  1,  1010,  the  following  sentence  was  inoor- 


\ 


door  aniform  of  an  Amorican  Rwl  Ct^s  nurse.     Hub  uniform  was 
:>rri  iltinii^;  the  Etiropeun   War  by  all  mtiuU-ra  of  tlic  Army   Nuriw 
vitL  till-  iimi^Miiu  of  tlidt  CorpH. 
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porated  into  the  section  defining  the  Red  Cross  nurse's  uniform: 
•'Nurses  arc  not  at  any  time  allowed  to  wear  Red  Cross  bras- 
Bards  without  special  authority  from  the  American  National 
Red  Cross." 

The  next  mention  of  uniforms  is  to  be  found  in  the  Arinutes 
of  a  meeting:  of  ttie  National  Committee  on  Red  Cross  Nursing 
Service,  held  December  D,  11H8,  at  which  'it  was  decided  to 
adopt  a  nurso*8  uniform  for  the  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service  if 
a  suitable  material  could  be  found.  .  .  .  Miss  Delano  was  asked 
to  get  information  about  gray  cotton  crepe  material,  the  cost, 
width,  eta  and  to  send  this  information  to  all  Local  Com- 
mittees." 

At  a  meeting  held  at  the  Planters'  Hotel,  St,  Louis,  Mo., 
on  April  24,  1014,  the  National  Committee  again  discussed 
the  question  of  equipment  and  uniforms  and  "it  was  suggested 
that  patterns  be  distributed  by  I-ocal  Coiimiittces  and  that  Local 
Committees  be  ready  to  help  with  details  in  any  way  in  order 
to  relieve  the  Washington  oiHce.  Samples  of  the  uniform 
material  were  distributed,  so  that  the  nurses  might  begin  their 
preparation.  ,  .  .  The  meeting  was  crowded  with  earnest, 
dignified,  enthusiastic  nurses  ready  to  prepare  for  work  which 
might  oome."  '-^^  When  within  four  mouths,  the  first  call  for 
the  mobilization  of  Red  Cross  nurses  on  a  large  scale  soimded 
in  the  organization  of  the  Men-y  Ship  Expedition  of  11'14,  the 
unifonn  was  thus  practicuiUy  atj^reed  upijii.  The  nurses  of  the 
Mercy  Ship,  as  it  has  been  explained  in  Chapter  IV,  wore  the 
gray  cotton  crepe  uniform,  with  w^lutc  collars  and  cuffs,  a  navy 
blue  ulster  and  the  Red  Cross  cap  and  cape.  National  Head- 
quarters allowed  them  to  wear  also  the  Red  Cross  brassard. 

In  the  meantime,  certain  small  changes  had  occurred  in  the 
uniform  of  the  Array  NuTse  Corps.  In  1U13,  the  Surgeon 
Oeneral  had  authorized  nurses  on  duty  in  the  Philippines  and' 
iu  the  Hawaiian  Department  to  wear  low  collara.  Tn  1913, 
he  issued  regulations  changing  the  "waist  and  skirt"  to  a  one- 
piece  dress  similar  to  that  worn  by  Army  nurses  during  the 
European  War.  When  Army  nurses  were  ordered  with  tho 
Punitive  Expedition  to  Vera  Cruz,  Mexico,  the  question  of 
laundry  arose  and  Miss  McTsaac,  then  superintendent  of  the 
Army  Nurse  Corps,  decided  that  gray  crepe  uniforms  would 
•olvc  tlie  problem.  One  of  the  nurses  ordered  there  was  Sayrea 
L  Milliken,  who  later  became  assistant  superintendent  of  the 

"MiDDtM  of  the  National  Committee,  Vol.  I,  pp.  63-85. 
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Army  Nurse  Corps;  she  wrote,  "I  supplied  myself  at  my  own] 
expeuse  with  gray  crepe  uniforms,  made  exjietly  like  niir  white 
ones,  touched  off  by  white  collars,  cuffs  and  aprons.  This  uni- 
form, however,  was  so  unbecoming  and  washed  so  poorly  thaij 
tlie  nurses  wore  them^  only  a  few  weeks  and  then,  by  special! 
permission  from  Miss  Mclsaac,  went  back  to  the  white  uniform." 

As  for  the  Red  Cross  nurses,  the  gray  imiform  for  ward  dutyj 
and  the  white  uniform  for  dress  wear,  which  were  both  worn 
with  the  Red  Cross  cape,  remained  the  only  distinctive  uni- 
form of  the  Red  Cross  nurse  until  1016,  Then  National  Head- 
quarters undertook  the  orgauixation  of  base  hospitals  and  othepj 
units  for  the  Army  and  the  question  of  unifonns  arose  again.] 
Miss  Delano  was  strongly  in  favor  of  using  the  gray  uniform,] 
because  she  thought  it  was  highly  practicable,  but  the  Surgeon] 
Geuerars  office  did  not  share  this  opinion  and  Miss  Delano 
was  forced  to  coincide  with  their  decision  to  continue  the  ustt 
of  the  white  uniform,  since  nurses  of  base  hospitals  and  othetj 
units,  when  turned  over  to  the  War  Department,  became  mem-1 
beta  of  the  Army  Nurse  C^orps  and  as  such  would  be  required^ 
to  wear  the  uniform  of  that  Corps. 

On  June  2(1,  lf*l7,  Miss  Delano  telegraphed  Miss  Noyes,] 
then  chief  nurse  of  Base  Hospital  No.  1,  that  '*to  save  pur-j 
cliase  of  additional  uniforms,  it  has  been  decided  tbat  membera 
of  baae  hospital  units  may  wear  the  imiform  of  their  schoolJ 
except  caps.  Brassards,  capes  and  caps  will  be  supplied  with-^ 
out  cost  by  the  Red  Cross  upjn  assignment  to  duty."  Foi 
authorization  of  the  change  from  the  gray  to  the  white  unifoi 
was  KHjuested  bv  Aliss  Delano  in  a  letter  written  July  17,  101' 
and  addressed  to  General  Afurray,  then  acting-chairman  of  th< 
Central  Committee;  this  letter  was  returned  approved  by  Gen-* 
eral  Murray,  Colonel  Kcan  and  Mr.  Bickneli  under  the  same 
date 

While  the  American  Nnrsea'  Association  was  holding  its 
Twentieth  Annual  Convention  in  Philadelphia,  National  Head- 
quarters wired  Miss  Noyos  April  21»,  1917,  of  the  impending 
mobilization  of  six  baae  hospitals  for  service  with  the  Britii 
Expeditionary  Forces.  Miss  Noyes  returned  post-haste  to  Wash- 
iugtxm  to  look  into  tlic  question  of  an  outdoor  uniform.  The' 
Army  had  not  standardized  an  outdoor  uniform  for  its  Nurse 
Corps,  but  the  Surgeon  Generars  office  concurre<l  in  the  opinion 
of  tile  Red  CroBs  War  Council  tliat  nurses  of  the  units  assigned 
to  the  British  Expeditionary   Forces  should   be  distinctively 
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garbed  as  United  States  military  personnel.  Miss  Noyes  tele- 
crapbed  Miss  Van  Blarc*oin,  then  the  representative  of  the 
Nursing  Service  in  the  Atlantic  Division  headquarters,  New 
York  City,  to  call  togetlier  a  committee  composed  of  the  chief 
nurses  of  base  hospital  units  organized  in  the  larger  civilian 
boepitals  of  New  York  City,  to  consider  the  selection  of  a  suit- 
able outd(X)r  uniform.  Miaa  Maxwell,  of  the  Presbyterian 
Hospital,  and  the  other  members  of  this  group  had  sample 
garments  and  prices  ready  to  submit  to  the  cinimiittec  by  the 
lime  Miss  Noyes  got  over  to  New  York.  The  committee  selected 
an  outdoor  uniform  consisting  of  a  one-pieoo  blue  serge  dress 
of  distinctive  military  cut,  a  heavy  blue  nlster  and  a  blue  velour 
hat  of  campaign  style  and  Miss  Noyes  immediately  placed  or- 
ders for  a  large  number  of  these  uniforms  with  a  New  York 
manufacturing  clotbier. 

Base  Hospital  No.  4  (Lakeside)  arrived  at  the  port  of  em- 
barkation, however,  before  the  uniforms  were  ready.  The  nurses 
of  the  unit  sailed  in  civilian  clothes,  with  only  such  accessories 
as  capes,  blankets,  caps  and  other  articles  then  in  Red  Cross 
supply  rooms,  but  their  measurements  were  taken  so  that  the 
next  unit  scheduled  to  sail  a  few  days  later  might  take  over 
their  equipment.  The  Peter  Bent  Brighiun  Unit  (Base  Hos- 
pital No.  5)  also  embarked  withijut  uuiforms.  The  third 
column  to  be  ordered  out  was  the  Presbyterian  Unit,  and  the 
nursing  staff  not  only  went  completely  uniformed  but  t»K)k  with 
them  equipment  for  the  Lakeside  and  Peter  Bent  Brigham 
units.  So  hurried  Jiad  been  the  embarkation  of  these  three 
pioneer  columns  that  many  of  the  nurses,  especially  those  who 
lived  at  a  considerable  distance  from  New  York  City,  went  di- 
rectly from  the  trains  to  the  docks  and  !Mias  Noyes,  ^[iss  Van 
Blarcom,  members  of  the  New  York  (bounty  Chapter  and  the 
tailors'  assistants,  followed  them  in  taxis  and  private  limousines 
piled  high  with  boxes  of  dresses,  hats  and  other  articles. 

The  New  York  Count}'  Chapter,  which  had  equipped  the 
nurses  of  the  Mercy  Ship,  acted  as  agents  for  National  Head- 
quarters. Mrs.  John  8,  Thatcher,  Prances  Anderson  and  Mary 
Mugoun  Brown  volunteered  their  services.  The  Chapter  as- 
sumed the  immediate  responsibility  for  the  payment  of  the 
clothiers'  bills  until  National  Headquarters  could  secure  a  de- 
cision from  the  War  Department  that  the  Government  would 
furnish  nurses*  equipment,  or  until  the  Bed  Cross  War  Council 

lid  appropriate  funds  for  this  purpose. 
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Miss  ^oyes  notified  the  mannfacturitig  tailor  on  June  1; 
1917,  to  prepare  to  equip  Base  Hospital  No.  17^  of  Detroit,  and 
four  additional  Army  base  hospitals.  Her  letter  also  gave  an 
important  change  in  procednre;  Miss  Thompson  had  eonaented 
to  issue  nuraes'  sailing  orders  several  days  in  advance  so  that 
the  nurses  might  have  opportunity  to  be  measured  and  fitted 
for  uniforms  after  their  arrival  in  New  York.  This  was  a 
great  advantage  over  the  former  system  by  which  the  chief 
nurse  had  endeavored  to  secure  and  forward  the  nurses*  rncixs- 
ureraeuta  to  the  manufacturing  tailor  before  the  unit  had  left 
its  home  city. 

The  Minutes  of  the  National  Committee  on  Red  Cross  Nurs- 
ing iSorvioe,  which  met  Juno  16  at  National  Headquarters, 
recorded  this  action; 

The  chairman  stated  that  in  order  to  equip  Red  Cross 
nurses  assif;ned  to  4lnty  as  expeditiously  as  possible,  it  was 
neccK.Hary  to  appoint  a  special  committee  on  uniforms,  who 
would  be  rcsixinsible  for  selecting  the  uniform  and  issuing 
the  cqiiijuueut.  As  the  time  was  liniitetl,  the  chairman 
appointed  this  committee  as  follows:  Mrs.  John  S.  Thatcher, 
chairman;  Miss  Charlotte  Stillman;  Miss  Frances  Anderson; 
Miss  Anna  C  Maxwell;  Miss  Mary  M.  Brown. 

The  chairman  asked  tliat  this  action  l>e  ratitied,  as  this 
Committee  should  he  n|i]>ointed  by  the  National  Committee 
ratlicr  than  by  the  chairman.  [Motion  to  this  effect  made 
and  carried.] 

Mrs.  Thatcher  immediatel}'  began  to  look  about  for  a  suitable 
place  in  which  to  establish  headquarters  for  the  e(]uipmcnt  di- 
vision. She  visited  the  newlyH*stahliahed  headquarters  of  the 
Atlantic  Division,  then  located  at  No.  One,  Madison  Avenue, 
and  conferred  with  Miss  Van  Blarcom,  who  us  the  representa- 
tive of  the  Nursing  Service  in  the  Atlantic  Division  was  an  ex- 
officio  member  of  the  Counnittee  on  Equipment,  It  was  then 
decided  to  locate  the  equipment  work  there.  Miss  Van  Blarcom 
at  the  same  time  secured  the  services  of  Maude  G.  Moody  to 
assist  Mrs.  Thatcher  in  the  business  details  of  the  w*ork.  "Afrs. 
Moody  has  l»een  recommended  to  us,"  wrote  ilrs.  Thatcher  to 
Miss  Noyes  tm  June  14,  "as  an  unusually  capable  woman,  of 
good  executive  mind,  tactful  and  of  pleasing  personality.'^ 

Mrs.  Moody  wi^ite  of  the  expansion  of  the  early  division  of 
nurses^  equipment: 
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In  June,  1917,  the  Atlantic  Division  took  offices  on  the 
thirty-second  floor  of  the  Metropolitan  Tower,  aud  the  Bureau 
of  Nurses*  Equipment  wae  soon  in  actual  operation  there.  On 
the  twenty-eighth  floor  we  had  a  little  storeroom  where  our 
stock  of  all  articles,  excepting  the  ulsters  and  dresses,  was 
kept.  We  carried  tan  gloves,  aprons,  etc.,  for  the  nurses  to 
purchase  at  cofit. 

Array  Base  Hospital  No,  15  (Roosevelt  Hospital)  was  the 
first  licit  equipped  by  the  bureau.  As  we  had  no  assembly 
room  to  whicli  the  nurses  could  come,  we  conveyed  the  equip- 
ment to  them  at  the  hospital.  To  transport  those  nmii\ 
packages,  Mr.  John  Nieser  of  the  Manhattan  Storage  and 
VVarehouse  Company  offered  us  the  use  of  his  vans.  Ellis 
Island  in  the  meantime  had  been  designated  as  the  nurses' 
mobilization  station,  and  it  was  not  unusual  to  sec  the  vans 
backing  up  at  the  ferry-house  discharging  their  cargo  of 
hundreds  of  boxes  of  all  sizes,  to  be  transferred  to  the  waiting 
baggage  trucks  which  husky  corpsnien  hustled  aboard  the 
ferry.  Perilous  indeed  were  those  trips  from  Island  Xo,  One 
to  Island  Xo.  Three,  when  we  dashed  from  one  truck  to 
another  trying  to  keep  that  precious  equipment  from  falling 
under  the  wheels!  Once  safe  in  the  large  many-windowed 
assembly  room  of  Island  Xo.  Threi*.  the  hold-idls  aiul  boxes 
were  arranged  alphabetirally  and  given  out  to  the  long  line  of 
waiting  nurses,  who  signed  their  cards,  had  their  hats  fitted 
and  went  off  laden  with  burdens  almost  too  great  to  carry. 

Following  the  establishment  of  the  Bureau  of  Nurses'  Equip- 
ment ut  Atlantic  Division  headquarters,  the  next  step  in  buihl- 
ing  up  efficient  organization  was  the  transfer  of  all  responsibility 
for  o<|uipping  nurses  irom  the  New  York  County  Chapter  to 
Division  and  National  Headquarters.  Mr.  Leo  Arustein  was 
then  Director  of  Military  Relief  of  the  New  York  County 
Chapter  and  he  was  loath  to  surrender  responsibility  which  he 
fell  tielonged  in  his  department.  Miss  Noycs  announced  this 
transfer  in  a  letter  written  June  15  to  Mr.  Harvey  D.  Gibson, 
then  chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  New  York 
County  Chapter.  "This  arrangement,'*  commented  Miss  Noycs, 
"will  centralize  all  nursing  affairs  at  a  given  point,  an  arrange- 
ment never  before  possible  owing  to  the  fact  that  we  have  not 
bad  a  direct  representative  in  New  York  until  Miss  Van  Blar- 
CDzn's  aasignment  there.  I  cannot  begin  to  tell  you,"  she  con- 
cluded, ''how  fateful  we  are  to  the  Chapter  fur  the  services 
«bicb  they  have  rendered  in  the  past.  We  must  have  been  a 
very  great  trial  at  times." 
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The  cost  of  equipping  theao  first  units  of  nurses  was  increas- 
jng  by  leaps  nnd  liouiids  and  National  Headquarters  had  already 
foreseen  that  liiianeial  responsibility  for  this  work  would  far 
exceed  tlie  rrsourees  of  the  New  York  County  Chapter  and 
would  8(x>n  bepome  a  matter  for  decision  between  the  War  De- 
partment and  National  Headquarters,  Miss  Noyes  submitted 
a  memorandum  to  the  War  C^tuncil  in  July,  1917,  which  recom- 
mended outdoor  uniforms  for  nurses  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
$35,580  per  ihuusand  nurses.  "'The  War  Cotineih"  stated 
the  minute  covering  a  meeting  of  the  War  Council  held  July  4, 
1917,  "decided  to  refer  the  matter  to  Colonel  Kean,  with  in- 
structions to  present  it  formally  to  the  War  Department,  As 
the  nurses,  on  going  into  service,  come  immediately  under  the 
War  Department,  it  would  seem  that  the  War  DepartmeDi 
should  decide  upon  the  uniform  and  pay  for  same." 

At  a  meeting  held  July  10,  Mr.  Wadsworth  again  brought 
up  the  question  of  nurses'  equipment,  Mr.  Davison  stated  that 
it  was  the  policy  of  the  War  Council  that  Red  Cross  nurses 
assigned  to  service  in  Allied  countries  should  always  be  uni- 
formed. The  War  Council  accordingly  voted  that  the  "Chapters 
sending  Tied  Cross  units  shall  provide  uniforms  for  nurses, 
that  nurses  whom  Chapters  are  unable  to  uniform  shall  be 
.uniformed  by  National  Headquarters,  and  Mr.  Wadsworth  is 
directed  to  make  arrangements  accordingly  with  eacli  Chapter." 

Early  in  July,  Colonel  Kean  was  placed  in  charge  nf  the 
Ambulaiu-e  Service  of  the  American  Kxpcditifuiary  Forces 
and  was  sent  immediately  to  France.  John  D.  Ryan,  of  New 
York  City,  was  elected  Director  General  of  Military  Relict 
Colonel  Winford  Smith,  late  superintendent  of  Johns  Hopkins 
Hospital,  was  detailed  on  July  18,  1017,  to  represent  the  Sur- 
geon General  at  National  Headquarters  and  on  August  31, 
he  was  elected  I>irector  General  of  Military  Relief,  following 
the  appointment  of  Mr.  Ryan  to  membership  on  the  War 
Council. 

While  the  War  Department,  National  Red  Cross  Headquar- 
ters and  1>ochI  Red  Cross  (.^japters  were  considering  who  should 
pay  the  bills  for  nurses*  equipment,  the  fortunes  of  war  took  a 
hand  in  tbe  matter.  The  S,  S.  S^nnitoga ,  on  which  Base  Hos- 
pital No.  H  had  embarked  for  France,  ciillided  on  July  30  in 
New  York  Ilarlwr  with  tbe  Cify  of  Panama,  The  nurses  had 
gone  to  their  staterooms,  had  remo\-ed  their  heavy  uniforms  on 
acoount  of  the  intense  heat  and  in  kimonos  and  night  gowns 


RELATION  OF  NURSING  SERVICE  TO  THE  ARMY  365 


were  resting  or  sleeping.  Following  the  wllision,  all  hands 
were  ordered  immediately  to  the  life-hoats.  The  nurses  caught 
up  capes  and  coats,  flung  them  over  their  scant  garnieuU  and, 
with  admirable  savoir  faire,  tt>ok  their  places  in  the  boats,  ubun- 
doning  not  only  their  uniforms  but  other  articles  of  clothing 
and  their  money  as  well. 

The  Sarafoya  sank  eighteen  minutes  after  she  had  been  struck. 
The  life-boats  containing  the  nurses  were  rowed  some  distance 
from  the  accident  and  held  there  for  further  orders.  The  men 
of  the  rescuing  crews  spread  their  coats  over  the  shoulders 
of  the  nurses  to  protect  them  from  the  glare  of  the  July  sun. 
After  a  tedious  delay,  the  nurses  were  rowed  to  Ellis  Island. 
The  interned  Germans  and  agents  detained  on  the  Island 
crowded  to  the  wire  fences  to  watch  the  American  women  come 
ashore.  Wet  and  insufficiently  clad,  with  their  arras  and  faces 
burned  and  their  nerves  taut  from  a  harrowing  experience, 
the  nurses,  when  they  heard  the  jeering  words  of  the  enemy, 
conducted  themselves^  according  to  the  best  traditions  of  Ameri- 
can womanhood.  Up  went  their  heads  and  they  marched 
proudly  to  their  dormitories  with  laughter  on  their  lips. 

On  August  1,  Miss  Van  Blarcom  telephoned  Miss  Xoyes 
that  the  nurses  of  the  unit  were  stationed  on  Elli.s  Island  with- 
out adequate  clothing.  Miss  No^'cs  went  immediately  to  the 
offices  of  the  War  Council ;  the  meml>er8  were  holding  one  of 
their  customary  morning  meetings.  Miss  Noyes  presented 
the  facts  of  the  case  and  asked  the  War  Council  to  appropriate 
funds  sufficient  to  rcequip  the  nurses, — an  appropriation  which 
estimated    roughly    at   $14,000   or   $200   per   nurse.      A 

!mber  of  the  War  Council  siiggested  that  Miss  Noyes  call 
the  War  Department  to  ascertain  w^iether  any  Government  fund 
was  available  for  such  purposes. 

Misa  Noyes  was  referred  to  Colonel  Birmingham,  then 
Acting  Surgeon  General  of  the  Army.  He  stated  that  the 
only  possible  way  in  which  the  War  Department  could  reequip 
these  nurses  was  by  special  Act  of  Congress! 

Miss  Noyes  again  went  to  the  War  Council  and  within  two 
bonrs  after  the  time  when  Miss  Van  Blarcom  had  first  tele- 
phoned, National  Headquarters  had  appropriated  $14,000 
for  the  complete  nHMjuipnient  of  the  destitute  nurses  at  Ellis 
laland  and  Miss  Noyes  had  instructed  Miss  Van  Blarcom  by 
telephone  to  begin  the  selection  and  purchase  of  the  various 
articles. 
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Wlien  the  nursing  representatives  of  the  Atlantic  Division 
went  over  to  Ellis  Island  to  confer  with  the  nurses  regarding 
tlioir  needs,  thej  found  a  chaotic  condition.  Mrs.  Moody  de- 
scribed it; 

Ellis  Island  showed  us  "stay-at-homes"  to  a  small  degree  at 
least  what  war  meant.  Island  No.  3  looked  like  o  refugee 
camp  in  a  war-ridden  country.  Spread  over  the  lawn  were 
water-soaked  army  lockers,  stained  and  muddy  clothing,  here 
a  white  uniform  streaked  with  the  red  of  a  cape  which  had 
lain  near  it,  there  a  pathetic-looking  shoe  ruined  beyond  re- 
pair. Too  much  cannot  ho  said  in  praise  of  the  courage 
displayed  by  these  women  who  after  a  harrowing  ordeal  during 
those  torrid  summer  days  met  us  with  a  joke  and  a  smile. 

In  the  meant  imCj  the  six  American  base  hospitals  assigned 
to  the  British  Expeditionary  Forces  had  arrived  in  France. 
None  of  the  British  General  Hospitals  where  th(?y  were  detailed 
for  duty  were  equipped  witli  laundries  and  the  nurses  soon 
discovered  that  they  would  have  to  wash  out  the  white  uui- 
forms  after  they  came  off  duty  if  they  were  to  present  a  neat 
and  professional  appearance.  MemlK'rs  of  several  base  hos- 
pital units  even  joincc^  groups  of  French  women  who  were 
pounding  their  clothes  clean  in  convenient  brooks!  "The  white 
uniform  ia  most  unpractically"  wrote  iXIiss  Stimson  at  Rouen, 
France,  to  Miss  Noyes.  "The  night  nurses  put  them  on  with 
aprons  and  caps,  then  don  raincoats  and  rubbers^  carry  an 
umbrella  in  one  hand  and  a  lantern  in  the  other  and  start  on 
their  rounds  from  one  tent  or  hut  to  another.  By  morning 
you  should  see  the  caps  of  those  who  have  not  brought  rubber 
hats,  after  they  have  ducked  in  and  out  of  the  tents,  and  their 
white  skills,  after  they  have  gone  splashing  through  the  sticky 
yellow  mud!" 

Dr.  Richard  H.  Harte,  director  of  Base  Hosy)ital  No.  10, 
which  was  stationed  with  the  British  at  fttretat,  stated  in  a 
letter  written  to  Aliss  Delano  on  .huie  17  that  in  addition  to 
the  impracticality  of  the  white  uniform,  the  nurses'  equipment 
was  sadly  inadequate.  "Each  nurse,'-  he  declared,  "should  have 
a  good  pair  of  rubber  boots,  a  mackintosh,  and  a  rubber  hat, 
preferably  the  ordinary  sou'wester  worn  by  sailors.  Anything 
less  will  be  bh)wu  o(f  by  the  terrific  winds  prevailing  here. 
It  is  also  terrifically  cold." 

Colonel  liobcrt  E.  Koblc  transmitted  August  0  to  the  Di- 
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rector  General  of  Military  Relief  a  copy  of  the  following  regu- 
lation : 

Referring  to  information  received  in  this  office  that  the 
white  uniform  now  used  by  members  of  the  Army  Nurse 
Corps  is  not  practicable  for  service  iu  Europe,  1  am  directed 
by  the  Surgeon  General  to  inform  you  that  the  use  of  a 
medium  gray  uniform  and  white  npron  luis  been  nutliorizcd  to 
be  made  in  accordance  with  8[)ecificntiong  enclosed  herewith. 
This  information  Ik  furnished  so  that  reserve  nurses  going  to 
Europe  may  have  their  unifomia  made  to  conform  with  these 
instructions.  This  authority  has  l>ecn  forwarded  this  date  to 
the  commanding  officers  of  the  United  States  Army  hospitals 
now  in  Europe. 

A  certain  amount  of  well-behaved  hunu>r  appeared  in  the  Min- 
utes of  the  War  Council  f(»r  August  8,  1917: 

The  chairman  stated  that  iu  preparing  IJed  Cross  base 
hospitals  for  service  abroad,  the  white  uniform  for  nurses  was 
inBisted  upon  by  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Army;  that  it 
now  appeared  that  owing  to  lack  of  laundry  facilities,  white 
uniforms  are  impracticable  iu  France  and  the  Surgeon  Gen- 
eral's oHice  has  (iccided  to  adopt  tlie  gray  uniform ;  that  there 
are  sixty-five  nuryes  in  each  of  tJie  six  base  hospitals  with  the 
British  forces  in  France,  all  eqiiipped  witli  white  uniforms 
purchased  at  the  expense  of  the  individual  nurses,  the  same 
being  true  of  the  nurses  in  the  six  hospitals  with  the  American 
troops  in  France;  and  that  no  dou))t  many  nurses  of  the 
hospitals  not  yet  called  have  supplied  themselves  with  the 
white  uniforms  formerly  required. 

The  chairman  further  stated  that  these  nurses  could  not  hc 
expected  to  go  to  additional  expen&c  in  buying  more  uniforms ; 
that  thp  estimated  cost  of  the  gray  uniform  hein^  about  $1() 
it  would  require  about  $1040  to  equip  the  sixty-five  nurses 
of  each  unit;  and  on  the  recommenHation  of  the  Department 
of  Military  Relief,  he  advised  tins  appropriation.  Whereupon 
it  was,  on  motion 

Voted:  That  from  the  Red  Cross  War  Fund  the  sum  of 
$14,000  be  and  is  hereby  appropriated  for  furnishing  pray 
uniforms  to  the  nurses  of  the  twelve  base  hospitals  serving 
with  the  British  and  American  troops  in  France. 

Miss  Noyos  then  set  nh<:>ut  furnishing  the  gray  dress  to  nil 
nnrsea  of  base  hospitals  and  other  units,  both  in  this  country 
and  overseas,  through  the  New  York  Bureau  of  Nurses'  Kquip- 
mait  and  through  the  office  located  in  Paris  of  the  chief  nurse, 
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American  Red  Cross  in  France.  The  difficulties  of  sending 
the  gray  uniform  to  all  members  of  base  hospital  units  then 
with  the  British  and  American  Expeditionary  Forces  was 
greatly  heightened  by  fiiibmarine  warfare.  Twice  the  enemy 
Slink  merchant  steamers  in  wlxicli  gray  imiforms  had  been  sent. 
The  following  quaint  <lescTiption  of  the  Scsura  Amerlcaines, 
appearing  in  a  French  newspaper,  recorded  their  final  meta- 
morphosis :  ^m 

The  American  nurses,  noires  dames  grimes,  we  see  leavin^^ 
the  hotel  where  they  are  lodged  and  note  tlmt  almost  every  one 
.is  trtll  luirl  stately  in  stature,  wearing  short  gray  skirts  and 
lacoiJ  brown  boots.  The  waist  has  a  largo  white  collar  and  the 
white  apron  is  worn  in  a  crosswise  fashion  in  the  back.  The 
head  is  coquettishiy  crowned  with  a  little  white  cap,  which 
rests  softly  on  the  knot  of  hair,  dresi^d  in  a  style  much  like 
the  arrangement  used  by  our  own  women.  Many  of  them 
wear  large  round  eye-glasses,  which  make  them  retain  their 
youthful  appearance  and  look  as  if  they  were  school  girls 
going  to  their  class. 

The  question  of  tKe  insignia  to  be  worn  by  reserve  members 
of  the  Army  Nurse  Corps,  the  cause  of  patient  and  prolonged 
discussion  between  the  Surgeon  GeueraTs  office  and  the  Red 
Cross,  had  first  arisen  in  August,  11)10,  following  the  assign- 
ment of  Red  Cross  nurses  to  United  States  base  hospitals  on 
the  Mexican  border.  One  year  later,  on  August  27,  1917,  the 
War  Department  made  its  iirst  move  toward  the  militarization 
of  Red  Cross  nurses;  Acting  SurgtH>n  General  Birmingham 
then  wrote  to  the  Director  General  of  Military  Relief: 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  August  18,  relative  to  the  wearing 
of  the  brassard  i)y  the  reserve  nurses,  Army  Nurse  Corps, 
unless  the  use  of  the  brassard  by  members  of  the  regula 
Military  Establishment  is  indicated,  its  use  by  members  of 
Beserve  is  not  considered  necessary.  Also,  the  wisilom 
weanng  the  brassard  in  Europe  has  been  questioned  on 
count  of  its  conspicnouBness. 

It  is  requested  that  hereafter  the  outdoor  uniform  of 
reserve  nurses,  which  is  furnished  by  the  Ked  Cross,  be  made 
to  conform  in  all  respects  to  that  which  has  lx»en  approved  by 
the  Secretary  of  War  for  the  Army  Nurse  Corps  (diagrani  and 
infonnBti<»n  enclosed).  Owin^r  to  the  confusion  wliieh  has 
been  created  in  the  minds  of  the  nurses  by  the  use  of  the 
Bed  Cross  on  the  cap  and  cape,  the  authority  given  in  let 
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from  this  office  dated  Atigugt  IS.  1916,  for  the  use  of  this 
emblem  on  these  articles  is  herebj'  revoked. 


I 


I 


With  this  letter,  flpecificationa  were  sent  for  an  outdoor  uni- 
form^ Army  Xurse  Corps,  consisting  of  blue  serge  norfolk  coat 
and  skirt.  This  uniform  replaced  the  Red  Cross  serge  dress 
and  was  to  be  worn  by  all  Army  nurses  in  foreign  service.  At 
the  same  time,  the  Surg(Nm  Generars  office  adopted  a  new 
white  uniform  of  diatiactive  type,  to  be  worn  by  nurses  while 
on  indoor  duty  in  military  hospitals  in  the  United  States  and 
wherever  pruclieablc  in  foreign  service ;  the  use  of  the  gray 
uniform  was  retained,  however,  for  general  ward  duty  over- 
seas. 

For  nurses  volnntccring  for  foreign  service,  this  ruling  made 
necessary  the  purchase  of  entirely  new  indoor  and  outdoor 
tmiforma.  For  the  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service,  these  regula- 
tions meant  the  banishment  of  the  cap  and  cape,  beloved  symbols 
of  an  ideal  of  pure  altruism.  Following  protracted  conferences 
between  the  Red  Cross  and  the  Surgeon  Generara  office,  Colonel 
Birmingham  wrote  September  11,  1917,  to  the  Director  General 
of  Military  Relief:  "Referring  to  letter  from  this  office  dated 
August  27,  relative  to  the  uniform  of  the  reserve  nurses.  Army 
Nurse  Corps,  upon  further  consideration  the  use  of  the  Red 
Cross  cap  is  hereby  authorized.  The  nurses  may  also  continue 
to  use  the  present  cape,  but  without  the  Red  Cross  upon  it" 

Banishment  of  the  well-loved  Red  Cross  badge  was  con- 
firmed on  October  10,  1017,  in  a  letter  addressed  by  Miss 
Thompson  to  Miss  Delano:  "In  regard  to  the  ruling  of  the  Red 
Cross  piu,  it  was  decided  some  time  ago  that  the  Hed  Cross 
on  tlie  cap  was  to  be  used  to  indicate  that  the  wearer  was  an 
enrolled  Red  Cross  nurse  and  that  the  piu  was  not  to  be  worn 
with  the  uniforms." 

Following  the  atithorization  of  the  new  indoor  and  outdoor 
tmiform  for  members  of  the  Army  Nurse  Corps  assigned  to 
foreign  service,  the  Red  Cross  felt  even  more  strongly  than 
they  had  at  the  time  of  the  embarkation  of  the  Red  Cross  base 
hospitals,  that  the  Government  should  fiimiah  uniforms  and 
eqaipDient  for  nurses  assigned  to  military  service.  The  Di- 
rector General  of  Military  Relief  brought  this  question  to  the 
attention  of  the  Surgeon  General  on  August  30 ;  he  in  turn  re- 
ferred it  to  the  Secretary  of  Wnr,  but  Mr.  Baker  did  not  share 
the  opinion  of  the  Red  Cross.     Colonel  George  E.  BushnelU 
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Acting  Surgeon  General,  Medical  Corps,  wrote  on  September 
20,  1917,  to  the  Director  General  of  Military  Relief,  National 
Headquarters: 


Relative  to  the  Hothiiijf  allowance  for  nurses  ordered  t 
Europe,  this  question  was  taken  up.with  the  Secretary  of  War 
and  a  letter  sent  from  this  otfice  recommending  an  appropri 
Uon  be  nmile  for  this  [turpoee. 

The  rocommendatiun  was  returned  disapproved,  with  t 
remark  that  it  was  not  the  policy  of  the  War  Department 
make  clothing  allowance  during  M'ar. 

In  view  of  the  expense  of  this  equipment,  which  in  the 
opinion  of  this  office  is  too  heavy  to  he  borne  by  the  indi- 
vidual nurse,  it  is  requested  that  the  War  Council  of  the 
American  Red  Cross  make  some  provision  for  the  nurses 
ordered  to  Europe. 

It  is  also  requested  that  the  allowance  be  made  to  members 
of  the  permament  Corps  as  well  as  to  the  re8er\'e  nurses  who 
may  he  ordered  abroad  for  duty. 

The  War  Council  was  at  this  time  considering  the  equipment 
and  uuifonns  of  members  of  the  Red  Cross  foreign  commissions. 
On  Soptcnd)or  20  thcv  hud  appropriated  an  allowance  not  to 
exceed  two  hundred  dollars  ($2001  for  each  memher  of  such 
units.  Following  the  receipt  of  Colonel  Bnshncirs  letter,  they 
authorized  the  Nursing  Service  to  recommend  a  list  of  equip- 
ment nect^flsary  for  all  nurses  assigned  to  foreign  service. 
Chosen  with  care  and  econ(»my  as  Ix'titted  the  expenditure  of 
Red  Cniss  fiinds,  yet  with  full  Insight  t*i  fnturtf  needs,  and 
given  with  the  same  g(»nenj8ity  of  spirit  which  had  led  Miss 
Delano  to  buy  and  pack  l>oxes  of  cunifttrt  for  her  "lambs"  of 
the  Mercy  Ship,  tlie  list  of  articles  as  finally  worked  out  by 
Miss  Noyes  comprised:  hat;  outdoor  uniform;  «)at  or  hea\^ 
ulster;  nape;  gloves;  shirtwaists,  two,  white;  shirtwaists,  eohinni 
flannel  (two  if  suit  is  us(»d)  ;  gray  wash  uniforms,  four;  aprons, 
six  or  eight;  cTiffs  and  collars,  six  sets;  caps;  sleeve  links,  2 
pairs;  caduceii,  one  set;  U.  S.  letters,  one  set;  black  woolen 
tights,  2  pairs;  steamer  blanket,  one;  sleeping  Img,  one;  swenter, 
gray,  one;  p*>ncho,  or  nibber  sheet,  one;  blanket  roll,  one;  rain- 
coat, one;  rain  hat,  one;  rubber  boots,  one  pair;  moccasins,  one 
pair;  shoes *^;  stockings";  heavy  underwear-^;  pajamas." 

■Siiwu.  nttkckingK.  hcnvy  iinflerwpar  Qm)   pnjaniHH  wore  nnt   in  the  fli 
li«t  of  *M|tiipnipnt  fiirniftliod  by  tlio  Red  Crofts  without  cost.     These  nrlicl 
bttd  to  lie  supplittl  by  tht?  nurgea  theniBcIveB   (A.   K.  C.  7<»2,  DfcoTnb«?r 
1017).     Lnt<>r,  howeviT,  thfy  were  nU  addtnl   (Septc-niber  18.  1918). 
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The  Bureau  of  Equipment,  at  the  Atluntu*  Division  now  set- 
tled down  to  the  long  pull  ahead.  Mrs.  Thatcher  had  resigned  in 
September,  1917,  the  chainnansliip  nf  the  Uniform  (\)mmittee. 
The  etiicieney  of  tJie  orgatiiznfion  of  the  Imreaii  ^uuh^r  Mis-s 
Van  Blarcom  and  Mrs.  Moody  had  relieved  Mrs.  Thatcher  and 
Miss  Brown,  the  two  most  active  mombers  of  the  committee, 
of  the  heavj*  responsibilities  which  they  had  bravely  borne 
since  May,  11*17.  Mrs.  Thatcher  wished  to  turn  her  enthu- 
siasm  and  energy  to  more  active  expression  than  the  chairman- 
ship of  an  Advisory  Committee  on  Uniforms  permitted.  Xursea 
will  long  remember  with  gratitude,  however,  her  courteous, 
faithful  assistance  during  the  strenuous  spring  and  summer 
when  the  base  hospitals  were  embarking  for  France, 

Miss  Xoyes  wrote  on  October  16  to  Mr.  Harvey  D.  Gibson, 
by  this  time  general  manager  at  National  Headquarters  of 
the  Red  Cross/-"  requesting  the  first  of  the  several  extensive 
appropriations  made  from  time  to  time  by  the  War  Couucil 
to  sustain  the  Bureau  of  Equipment:  ^'I  should  bo  grateful," 
she  stated,  "if  the  War  Council  would  vote  an  appropriation 
sufficiently  large  to  enable  us  to  carry  an  adequak*  supply  in 
our  store-room,  viz.,  five  hundred  sets  at  two  hundred  dollars  a 
set.  We  tind  it  exceedingly  difficult  to  secure  sleeping  bags, 
steamer  rugs,  rubber  boots  and  slickers  on  short  notice.  We 
now  have  four  units  waiting  in  New  York  for  sleeping  bags. 
All  their  other  equipment  was  given  by  Local  Chapters  before 
they  left  home.  To  avoid  such  situations  as  this,  it  seems  highly 
important  that  an  adequate  supply  be  kept  on  hand."  The  War 
Council  appropriated  on  October  30,  1917,  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  **for  the  purchase  of  equipment  for  Army  and  Navy 
nurses,  it  being  understood  that  in  the  case  of  hospital  units, 
etc.,  which  would  ordinarily  be  outfitted  by  Chapters,  the  amount 
90  spent  shall  be  collected  from  the  Chapter  wherever  possible." 
This  attempt  to  have  the  local  Chapter  include  nurses'  equip- 
ment in  its  appropriation  for  base  hospitals  was  never  satis- 
factorily worked  out  and  was  later  completely  given  up. 

In  order  that  Red  Cross  public  health  nurses  working  in  the 
sanitary  zones  which  the  United  States  Public  Health  Ser\*ice 
had  drawn  about  the  cantonments,  might  be  properly  uniformed, 


"The  office  r>f  General  Mnnnger,  Nntional  HeHdquarters,  American  Red 
Croa*.  waa  created  by  the  War  (lounril  on  July  11,  1017.  and  Mr.  Harvty 
D,  Qibacra,  late  cliuirman  of  the  Executive  Comniittce  of  the  New  York 
County  Chapter,  waa  apjMiintctl  to  the  poaition. 
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the  War  Coaincil  also  appropriated  funds  to  furnish  uniforms 
and  equipment  to  them.  The  following  statement  appears  in 
the  pamphlet,  Information  for  I^urses  Called  Upou  for  Active 
Service  (A.  11.  C.  702,  December  31,  I'JIT ) : 

Nurses  assigned  to  sanitary  zones  under  the  Red  Cross  for 
public  health  or  other  forms  of  service  will  be  provided,  free 
of  cost,  with  the  following  articles:  one  or  more  outdoor  uni- 
forms of  dark  blue  serge;  detached  waist  with  high  collar;  one 
blue  ulster;  one  ca|>e,  dark  blue,  lined  with  red,  insignia  on 
left  side;  one  hat,  dark  blue  velour;  caps;  three  gray  uniforms. 
These  articles  will  be  issued  upon  the  arrival  of  the  nurse  at 
her  destination. 

When  the  Army  was  mobilizing  its  Psychiatric  and  Ortho- 
pedic Base  Hospital  Units,  ^'o.  117  and  No.  114,  Jliss  Thomp- 
son in  a  letter  addressed  on  March  4,  1918,  to  Miss  Delano, 
asked  if  the  Red  Cross  would  supply  equipment  to  the  civilian 
employees  and  the  reconstruction  aides  of  these  units.  National 
Headquarters  ultimately  shouldered  the  responsibility  for  equip- 
ping, through  the  Bureau  of  Nurses'  lujuipmeut  in  New  York 
City,  all  nurses,  dietitians,  clerical  workers  and  aides  for  all 
types  of  foreign  service  in  the  Army,  the  Navy  and  America^H 
Red  Cross  commissions.  ^g 

On  January  15,  1918,  Caroline  Van  Blarcom,  who  had  rep- 
resented the  Nursing  Service  at  the  Atlantic  Division  since  the 
early  summer  of  1917,  resigned  and  Flon^nce  Merriam  Johnson 
was  appointed  tia  director  of  the  Department  of  Nursing  there. 
The  Bureau  of  Nurses'  Equipment  was  maintained  as  a  branch 
office  of  National  Headquarters,  but  Miss  Johnson,  representing 
Miss  Delano  and  Miss  Noyes,  had  general  supervision  of  its 
activities. 

Now  in  March,  1918,  be-gan  that  long  procession  of  women, 
which  day  after  day  passed  in  ever-increasing  numbers  through 
the  port  of  embarkation  for  Europe.  Mrs.  Moody  described 
the  expansion  that  had  been  going  on  of  the  Bureau  of  Equip- 
ment; 

In  October,  1917,  the  Atlantic  Division  moved  across  the 
street  from  its  former  home  and  our  new  storeroom  seemed 
enormous.  Only  too  soon  did  we  outgrow  it  and  packing  cases 
lined  the  corridors.  The  overseas  units  began  mobilizing 
thick  and  fast  and  we  found  it  necessary  to  secure  more 
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trucks.  The  Peter  Doelger  Brewing  Company  came  to  our 
rescue  and  many  were  the  smiles  of  amusement  from  by- 
standers when  those  bright  yellow  brewery  wagona  would 
begin  to  disgorge  their  Red  Cross  Iwxes. 

It  became  necessary  now  to  revise  our  previons  method  of 
issuing  equipment,  botl)  hev-aiise  of  the  many  articles  and  also 
because  of  the  great  numbers  of  personnel  sailing  each  week. 

When  a  b&av!  hospital  or  unit  arrived  in  New  York,  Miss 
Johnson  appointed  a  day  wiien  that  group  should  report  to 
her  at  the  Atlantic  Division  headquarters.  After  her  graphic 
and  inspiring  talk,  the  nurses  came  to  the  Bureau  of  Nurses' 
Equipment  (we  had  moved  to  the  New  York  Branch  of 
National  Hendquurtprs  at  222  Fourth  Avenue  and  now  had 
half  an  office  floor,  none  too  much  space).  Here  cards  were 
distributed  to  each  nurse.  On  these  cards  were  listed  all  the 
articles  to  bo  issued  and  the  nurse,  after  filling  in  her  name, 
unit  and  badge  number,  designatetl  on  the  card  the  sizes  of  tlie 
garments  which  she  needed.  Perhaps  here  she  first  appreci- 
ated the  hardships  of  war.  She  was  destined  to  have  her 
uniform  hats  tried  on  without  being  allowed  even  a  peep  at  a 
mirror. 

To  every  member  of  the.  group  we  gave  an  order  for  shoes 
and  rubber  boots  and  the  next  day  tlie  unit  went  en  masse  to 
the  one  tailor  to  be  fitted  for  suits  and  coats,  then  to  the  other 
for  gray  service  uniforms  and  raincoats  and  then  on  to  the 
shoe-shop.  WJien  the  necessary  alterations  had  been  com- 
plete*], these  boxes  were  picked  up  by  our  truck.  It  next 
rolleoted  holdalls,  carefully  packed  at  the  Bureau  of  Equip- 
ment. These  holdalis  containing  the  rest  of  the  nurse's 
articles,  were  tagged  with  her  name.  By  this  system  botli 
iKixes  and  holdalls  were  delivered  to  t-Iie  various  hotels  where 
nurses  were  staying. 

So  crowded  did  our  quarters  become  that  we  found  it  neces- 
sary to  haye  the  units  a^^semble  for  equipment  at  various  halls 
loaned  to  us  by  ditTerent  organizations  in  the  vicinity  of 
Madison  Square.  In  tlie  meantime,  our  stock  had  increased  to 
carry  numberless  articles  not  im'luded  in  the  equipment 
issued,  but  which  the  nurses  needed  and  which  we  sold  to 
them  at  cost.  AH  tliroujj^h  that  summer  of  11)18,  the  line  of 
nurses  waiting  outside  the  Bureau  of  Equipment  seemed  end- 
less, stretching  from  the  elevators  down  the  long  hall  to  the 
counter  of  the  storeroom,  nurses,  dozens,  hundreds  of  them, 
dietitians,  secretaries,  reconstruction  aides  and  other  workers 
sent  us  by  the  Red  Cross  Bureau  of  Personnel.  One  of  our 
workers^  Mary  M.  Brown,  established  a  charming  custom  of 
Bending  a  box  of  flowers  to  each  unit,  so  that  every  worker 


374  HISTORY  OF  AMERICAN  RED  CROSS  NURSING 


going  overseas  could  have  at  least  one  bloesum  as  a  tiny  per- 
sonal message,  a  word  of  greeting  and  a  Godspeed. 

For  utirses  serving  directly  under  Rod  Cross  commissions 
to  the  Allied  Powers,  Miss  Delano  and  Miss  Noye-s  had  adopted 
tlic  same  uniform  as  that  of  the  Army  and  Navy  Nurse  Corps. 
Of  the  equipment  of  these  nurses,  Mrs.  Moody  wrote: 

Before  they  reported  to  the  bureau  for  equipment,  Miss 
JohuBou  saw  individually  every  nurge  filing  under  the  Red 
Cross  flag.  How  interesting  it  all  was  for  us  when  a  unit  was 
being  sent  to  so  romantic  a  country  us  Paleatine  or  Porto 
Rico  and  how  eagerly  we  revised  and  planned  their  equipment 
to  meet  these  particular  services ! 

A  nurse  on  active  duty  with  Red  Cross  foreign  commissions 
wore  upon  her  hat  band,  upon  her  shoulders  and  upon  the  lapels 
of  her  coat,  the  s^-mbol  of  the  organization.  Without  consulta- 
tion with  the  Army  Nurse  Corps  or  with  National  Headquar- 
ters, the  Red  Cross  Commission  for  France  adopted  in  1918, 
upon  the  authority  of  the  Chief  Surgeon,  American  Expedition- 
ary For<;es,  a  distinctive  emblem  made  by  placing  an  enameled 
Red  Cross  upon  the  caducous  of  the  Medical  Corps.  The  bronze 
letters  "U.  S."  were  worn  with  this  device  and  insured  for  the 
wearer  recognition  and  protection  in  the  foreign  theaters  of 
war  where  the  American  Armies  were  operating. 

Previous  to  August,  1918,  nurses  8t!rving  in  Array  hospitals 
in  the  United  States  had  been  permitted  to  wear  the  uniform 
of  their  schixil,  provided  it  was  not  extrejne  in  cut,  when  on 
duty,  but  when  olT  duty,  they  had  worn  civilian  clotlies.  Fol- 
lowing an  increase  of  salary  for  the  members  of  the  Army  and 
Navy  Nurse  Corps  from  tifly  dollars  ($5U)  to  sixty  dollars 
($60)  a  month  for  domestic  service  and  from  sixty  dollars 
($fiO)  to  seventy  dollars  ($70)  for  overseas  duty,  the  Surgeon 
General  authorized  that  all  members  of  the  Army  Nurse 
Corps  should  wear  the  outdtwr  uniform.  On  Jnly  23,  1018, 
Colonel  Winford  H.  Smith  transmitted  to  the  general  manager 
of  the  American  K<*d  Cross,  for  the  attention  of  the  Nursing 
Bervioe,  the  following  regulations  issued  by  the  Surgeon 
•General,  regarding  uniforms: 

Nurses  who  enter  the  service  at  this  time  are  permitted  to 
wear  such  white  uniforms  as  tliey  may  have,  provided  that 
they  are  not  eatreme  in  any  way.    When  it  is  necessary  to 
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replace  these  uniforms,  they  must  then  be  obtained  in  accord- 
ance with  Bpeeifications.  with  this  exception :  The  uniforms  of 
all  reserve  nurses  must  conform  in  all  respects  to  that  of  the 
Army  Nurse  Corps. 

The  use  of  the  outdoor  uniform  is  considered  advisable  and 

it  is  further  directed  that  all  members  of  the  Army  Nurse 

Corps,  including^  the  reserve  nurses,  purclmse  the  suit,  hat 

id  necessary  waists  within  three  months  after  they  enter  the 

'ice.    This  uniform  will  be  worn  at  all  times  when  not  on 

[uty. 

The  overcoat  8hould  be  purchased  if  and  when  the  weather 
requires  its  use. 

On  August  15,  1918,  the  following  ruling  was  sent  by  the 
Surgeon  General  of  the  Army  to  the  commanding  otiicers  of 
oil  military  hospitals  in  the  United  States; 

1.  I  am  directed  by  the  Surgeon  General  to  inclose  here- 
with specifications,  cap  pattern  aud  other  data  concerning  the 
indoor  and  outdoor  uniform  of  the  Army  Nurse  Corps.  Nurses 
who  enter  the  service  at  this  time  may  be  permitted  to  wear 
such  white  uniforms  as  they  may  have,  for  a  period  of  six 
months  after  their  entry  into  the  service,  provided  tficy  are 
not  extreme  in  any  way.  When  it  is  necessary  to  replace  these 
uniforms,  those  made  according  to  specifications  must  then  be 
obtained.  With  this  exception,  the  uniforms  of  all  nurses, 
includiti'g  the  cap,  must  conform  in  all  respects  to  that  of  the 
Army  Nurse  Corps. 

As  the  use  of  the  outdoor  uniform  is  considered  advisable  at 
this  time,  it  is  further  directed  that  all  members  of  the  Army 
Nurse  Corps  now  in  the  sen'ice,  purchase  the  suit,  hat  and 
necessary  waists  within  three  months,  and  all  those  who  enter 
the  service  hereafter  purchase  these  garments  within  three 
mouths  after  their  entry  into  the  service.  Before  ordering 
the^e  garments,  however,  those  nurses  who  are  physically  or 
otherwise  unfit  for  the  service  should  be  informed  to  that 
effect  in  order  to  avoid  placing  them  under  any  unnecessary 
exjiense  in  the  purchase  of  these  garments.  This  uniform  is  to 
be  worn  at  all  times  when  not  on  duty  in  the  hospital.  The 
overcoat  should  be  purchased  if  the  weather  requires  its  use. 

2.  The  American  Red  Cross  will  omit  from  the  equipment 
of  nurses  ordered  overseas  the  above  mentioned  articles,  but 
will  continue  to  issue  to  these  nurses  exceptional  equipment. 
Four  months,  however,  will  be  allowt?(l  for  adjustment.  The 
Red  Cross  has  also  signified  its  willingness  to  issue  to  all 
members  of  the  Army  Nurse  Corps  on  duty  at  home  or  abroad 
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a  dark  blue  cape  lined  with  red,  the  use  of  which  is  hereby 
authorized.  Ttie  insignia  of  thp  Army  Nurse  Corps  and  the 
letters  *'![.  S/"  may  be  worn  on  the  collar  of  the  cape.  Tlie 
chief  nurse  should  notify  the  director  of  Nursing  Service. 
Atlantic  Division,  44  East  2'Sf\  Street,  New  York,  in  regar(l 
to  the  number  of  capes  needed  by  the  nurses  at  tlie  hospital 
from  time  to  time,  giving  their  names.  If  sweaters  are  re- 
quired for  additional  warmth,  gray  ones  should  be  obtained. 

Several  months  before,  when  the  question  of  the  Red  Cross 
cape  had  been  under  lively  discussionj  the  Surgeon  GeneraVs 
office  had  contended  that  this  garment  when  worn  by  reserve 
nurses  of  the  Army  Nurse  Corps  tended  to  ditferentiate  them 
from  the  Regulars  and  thus  to  break  down  the  esprit  de  corps 
of  that  body.  When  National  Headquarters  offered  to  furnish 
the  cape,  without  the  Red  Cross  upon  tlie  left  side,  to  all 
members  of  the  Army  Nurse  Corps,  its  offer  was  immediately 
accepted  and  the  traditional  blue  garment  with  its  scarlet  lining 
was  issued  to  all  nurses  assigned  to  foreign  and  home  service. 

The  ruling  of  August  15,  191S,  which  removed  the  Red  Cross 
from  the  reaer\'e  nurse's  cap,  was  made  in  the  interest  of  dis- 
cipline, but  evoked  regret  among  the  nurses.  The  following 
letter  is  typical  of  many  received  at  Red  Cross  Headquarters: 

I  ara  so  glad  we  are  to  wear  outdoor  uniforms.  We've 
always  hoped  that  it  would  be  so,  but  we  who  canae  into  the 
service  through  the  Hed  CroPs  are  disappointtnl  and  hurt  to  be 
deprived  of  all  possible  sign  of  the  fact.  It  is  not  that  we 
have  any  objection  to  the  new  cap ;  it  is  nice  and  neither  gives 
nor  takes  anything  from  us  aa  nurses.  It  is  Himply  that  we 
loved  to  be  known  as  Ked  Cross  nurses.  We  volunteered  for 
that  organization  and  would  have  liked  to  retain  something  to 
show  our  association  with  it. 

A  question  of  inteniational  Red  Cross  policy  presented  itaelf 
in  reference  to  the  habit  and  insignia  of  Catholic  Sisterhoods. 
One  of  the  specific  duties  of  the  National  and  Local  Committees 
on  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service,  was  "to  keep  on  file  lists  of 
Sisterhoods  and  other  orders  and  women  volunteers,  available 
for  Red  Cross  relief  work  involving  the  care  of  the  sick  and 
wounded,  either  in  time  of  war  or  calamity," 

During  the  summer  of  1018,  the  Red  Cross  was  especially 
anxious  to  utilize  the  services  of  Sisters  of  Charitv,  who  had 
alwi^s  held  an  honored  place  in  military  nursing.    They,  too, 
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earnestly  desired  to  serve.  Miss  Delano  wrote  on  June  10  to 
Miss  Thompson  stating  that  some  time  before,  she  had  secured 
a  list  of  the  Catholic  Sisterhoods  in  the  United  States,  but 
had  never  written  to  them  asking  for  the  probable  number 
available  for  service  in  time  of  need,  "I  shall  be  very  glad," 
concluded  Misa  Delano,  ''if  you  will  toll  me  if  you  tliink  it 
desirable  for  me  to  send  out  a  letter  requesting  this  iuforma- 
ticm."     Misa  Thompson  replied  on  Jime  18: 


Relative  to  the  use  of  Roman  Catholic  Sisters  in  Army  hos- 
pitals, I  have  referre<l  thi?'  matter  to  Colonel  Smith  of  the 
Hospital  Division  M'ith  tho  rosuit  it  is  holieved  advisahle  to 
plaoe  on  file  the  resources  of  tlie  SisterhotuTs  of  the  countrj*, 
pTOviflod  they  are  graduate  nurses  and  eligible  for  enrollment. 
Should  it  he  necessary  to  use  these  Sisters,  your  office  mil  be 
80  informed  at  once. 

It  is  believed  there  might  be  some  trouble  in  regard  to 
accommodations  for  the  Sisters.  Many  of  the  nurses  are 
obliged  to  live  in  dormitories.  Furthermore,  in  many  hospi- 
tals, the  nurses  are  obliged  to  wear  a  large  white  apron  over 
their  uniform,  as  well  as  a  mask  over  their  faces.  This  would 
be  difficult  for  the  Sisters.  They  are  obliged  in  all  cases,  I 
understand,  to  wear  the  habit  of  their  order. 


After  some  slight  misunderstanding,  Colonel  Smith  wrote  on 
July  3,  1918,  to  Misa  Delano  that  "indeed  there  is  every  reason 
why  enrollment  should  be  made  of  all  such  nursing  Sisters 
who  are  graduate  nurses.  It  should  be  understood,  however,*' 
he  added,  "that  if  ordered  to  active  duty,  they  will  come  in  on 
exactly  the  same  terms  and  under  the  same  regulations  as  to 
conduct,  uniform  regulations,  etc.,  as  all  other  members  of  the 
Army  Nurse  Corps." 

The  matter  stotxl  thus  until  the  mobilization  of  Base  Hos- 
pital No.  102  which  lu»d  am*>ng  its  nurses  ten  Daughters  of 
Charity.  A  special  ruling  was  then  made  which  permitted  these 
Sisters  to  wear  the  garb  of  their  order  but  the  Surgeon  Gen- 
enira  office  again  stated  that  if  members  of  the  Oatholic  Sister- 
hoods were  assigned  in  the  future  to  the  Army  Nursp  Corps,  it 
would  be  with  the  understanding  that  they  wear  the  regulation 
uniform  of  tiiat  Corps. -^ 

This  decision  promised  to  inundate  Red  Cross  Headquarters 

■8m  inter-office  1ett«r  written  July  0,  1918.  by  Miea  Delano  to  Mias 
Kerr,  director  of  the  Bureau  of  Enrollment. 
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with  criticism  from  the  Catholic  Press  similar  to  that  of  1917^" 
before  Sisterhoods  clearly  understood  that  the  Surgeon  Gen- 
eral's office  and  not  the  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service  was  debar- 
ring them  from  active  duty.     Colonel  Smith,  however,  wrote 
Miss  Delano  on  August  3^  1918; 

deferring  to  your  recent  letter  relative  to  the  admission  of 
Catholic  Sisters  to  the  Army  Nurse  Corps,  I  am  directed  by 
the  Surgeon  General  to  inform  you  that  a  recommendation 
has  been  made  to  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  effect  that 
chould  the  Sisters  be  admitted  to  the  Corps,  as  graduate 
nurses,  they  nuist^  when  on  duty  in  the  wards,  wear  the  uni- 
form of  the  Corps,  w*ith  the  exception  of  the  head  covering, 
which  may  be  a  modification  of  the  nurse's  cap  which  will 
satisfactorily  meet  the  situation. 

It  is  further  recommended  that,  when  on  the  street,  they  be 
permitted  to  wear  the  hal>it  of  their  order.  Until  a  reply  haa 
been  received  from  the  War  Department,  a  definite  decision 
cannot  he  rcconmiended.  You  will,  however,  be  advised  as 
soon  as  the  reply  has  been  received 

Serviw  in  the  Army  Nurse  Corps  was  made  possible  for  th6^ 
Sisterhoods  on  September  10,   11)18,   in  the  following  order 
transmitted  by  Colonel  Smith  to  Miss  Delano: 

Your  attention  is  invited  to  the  recent  decision  of  the 
Adjutant  General  as  quoted  below, 

1.  Orders  are  being  issued  directing  that  Army  Nurses  who 
are  members  of  Catholic  orders,  whose  vows  require  the  wear- 
ing of  a  distinctive  garb,  are  authorized  to  wear  the  garb  of 
their  order  while  traveling  un  lan<l  in  this  country  without 
troops  and  while  traveling  on  transports. 

2.  You  will  prescribe  a  suitable  device  to  bn  worn  with  this 
religious  garb,  which  will  clearly  mark  the  wearer  as  a  member 
of  the  Army  Nurse  Corps. 

3.  You  will  also  prescribe  a  cap  to  cover  tlie  entire  head 
which  shall  be  worn  by  them  while  on  duty. 

The  device  referred  to  in  jmragraph  2  will  be  the  regular 
insignia  of  the  Army  Nurne  Corps:  the  letters  TT.S,  and  the 
badge  or  caduceus  with  the  gilt  letters  "A.N.C."  superira- 
poped.  This  insignia  will  be  worn  on  the  Sisferhoml  garb  at 
such  times  when  it  is  approved  that  they  be  worn.  The  Super- 
intendent of  the  Army  Nurse  Corps  will  prescribe  the  cap  to 
l>e  worn. 

By  direction  of  the  Surgeon  General. 
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On  Aiiguat  1,  1018,  the  Surgeon  General  of  the  Army  re- 
quested the  American  Red  Crosa  to  make  preparations  throngh 
its  Now  York  Bureau  of  Equipment  to  lit  out  completely  one 
thousand  nurses  a  week  for  overseas  duty.  The  staff  of  the 
Bureau  of  Nurse^'  Equipment  then  numbered  twentj'-two  per^ 
sons.  '*Mr8.  Moody  and  all  her  assistants/'  wrote  Miss  Johnson 
to  Miss  Noyes  on  August  8,  "are  as  anxious  as  we  are  to  have 
the  nurses  ready,  even  thoiijrh  the  Army  may  not  hv  able  to  send 
them  over  as  rapidly  as  we  can  equip  them."  Men  and  women 
who  Wfrc  doing  war  work  in  Washington  and  in  Xew  York 
during  the  opprpssivp  heat  of  Augtist  und  September,  1018,  will 
appreciate  in  part  the  intense  strain  under  which  all  branches 
of  the  Government  were  lu]n)ring. 

Wliile  the  New  York  Bureau  was  stnig^liug  with  the  problem 
of  e<juipment,  the  Chief  Surgeon  of  the  American  Expedition- 
ary Forces  notified  the  American  Ked  Cross  Commission  in 
Puris  that  the  Nurses'  Kquipment  Shop  there  would  pmbahly  be 
caljod  up^n  during  the  early  antiinin  to  replenish  at  coat  wnm- 
out  articles  of  clothing  for  ten  thousand  nurses  and  to  furnish 
extraordinary  equipment  for  nurses  assigned  to  the  zone  of 
advance,  especially  those  of  forty  mobile  hospitals. 

The  early  base  hospital  units  assigned  to  the  British  forces 
had  sailed  before  the  American  Red  Cross  made  its  generous 
appropriation  for  equipping  nurses.  The  London  Chapter  had 
«ent  them  gray  imifomis,  aprons,  boots,  rain  hats,  rubber  sheets, 
woolen  knickerbockers  und  other  necessities.  Great  need  ex- 
isted, however,  in  France  for  some  central  agency  through  wliich 
inequalities  in  the  initial  supply  of  and  replenishment  of  worn- 
out  articles  could  be  adjusted. 

Through  the  efforts  of  Martha  M.  Russell,  first  chief  nurse 
of  the  American  Red  Cross  Commission  to  France,  more  ade- 
quate winter  clothing  and  shoes  had  been  forwarded  to  nurses 
in  bases  of  the  British  and  American  forces  during  that  first 
bleak  winter  of  active  ser\'ice.  But  the  Red  Cross  had  never 
undertaken  to  reequip  nurses  free  of  charge,  nor  was  it  then 
doing  so.  In  a  letter  written  Novemlw^r  16,  1017,  to  Miss 
Russell,  Miss  Noyes  stated  jhat  the  Red  Cross  ''could  hardly 
undertake  the  replacement  of  worn-out  articles  in  any  wholesale 
rVay.    As  nurses  are  on  a  salary,"  she  pointed  out,  "there  would 

'ra  to  lie  no  reason  why  they  should  not  provide  such  ad- 
ditional articles  as  are  required  in  the  same  way  that  they 
TDuld  do  were  they  in  this  c/)iintry," 
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An  interesting  comment  on  the  equipment  question  was  oon- 
tainrd  in  a  letter  written  June  13,  1918,  by  Miss  Russell  to 
Miss  Delano: 

The  equipment  now  given  the  nurses  is  generous  and  suit- 
able. I  think  there  is  some  feeling  among  the  nurses  that  they 
should  be  clothed  all  the  time  that  they  are  in  the  service  and 
I  think  that  Major  Perkins  thought  I  was  a  stingj*  person 
be<«u.se  I  stood  by  the  statement  we  liad  when  I  Jirst  went  to 
France,  that  the  Red  CroSs  furnished  initial  equipment  and 
then  the  nurse  attended  to  her  own  needs  afterwards.  I 
believe  that  there  is  a  certain  pauperizing  effect  in  giving 
equipment.  The  British  give  each  nurse  a  sum  of  money  and 
require  her  to  present  herself  with  the  regulation  outfit  for 
inspection.  Xow  our  way  results  in  greater  uniformity,  but  I 
have  heard  so  much  complaint  that  I  would  like  to  see  each 
nurse  made  to  feel  more  personal  responsibility  about  her 
equipment. 

As  to  salaries,  in  the  general  emotional  upset  due  to  war 
conditioui,  it  is  highly  difficult  to  adjust  money  matters. 
The  service  the  nurses  can  render  is  priceless;  yet  I  believe 
that  every  one  who  goes  into  the  service  really  believes  in  her 
heart*  as  one  of  them  said  to  a  man  who  asked  lier  if  she  was 
to  get  a  bigger  salary  than  she  had  Ijeen  receiving  in  civilian 
work:  "It  is  my  privilege  to  serve  my  country  and  tlie 
allowance  is  sutTicient  for  all  my  needs."  I  really  believe  that 
the  nurses'  pay  of  sixty  dollars  a  month  and  maintenance  is 
not  so  great  a  reduction  in  income  for  the  private  duty  nurse, 
if  taken  in  the  average,  unless  of  cour.so  she  is  depending  ou 
"gifts"  as  too  many  do.  For  a  school  nurse  there  must  be  a 
decided  advantage  in  the  sixty  dollars  salar}'  and  five  hundred 
francs  maintenance.  However,  the  nurses  complain  now  and 
then  to  the  men  in  Paris,  men  whose  wealth  makes  them  think 
the  sixty  dollars  is  barely  enough  for  an  evening's  entertain- 
ment, and  they  pity  the  nurses  and  encourage  them  to  ask  for 
further  gifts  in  the  way  of  equipment.  .  .  . 

If  the  Kwl  Cross  could  make  possible  a  systematic,  inteUi- 
gent  development  of  e^ifnii  de  corps  in  the  American  military 
nnrsing  service,  it  would  be  a  far  greater  gift  to  the  nurses 
themselves  and  to  the  profession  than  any  amount  of  fur 
trench  coats  and  pianos  tor  recreation  houses.  .  .  . 

Early  in  the  spring  of  1918,  the  Red  Cross  Commission  for 
France  felt  tliat  the  establishment  of  an  equipment  center  in 
Paris  where  nurses  could  s<»cure  articles  of  clothing  and  equip- 
ment to  replenish  worn-out  ones  at  coat,  or  nearly  cost,  would 
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be  a  great  convenience.  The  War  Department  and  National 
Hfadquarters  concurred  in  this  opinion  and  a  Nnrscs*  Equip- 
ment Shop  was  developed  and  maintained  at  the  Paris  Head- 
quarters, under  the  chief  mirap  of  the  American  Reil  Cross 
in  yranee.  A  report  of  these  activities  will  be  found  in  a  sub- 
sequent chapter. 

The  first  definite  movement  of  the  Government  to  furnish 
equipment  for  Army  nurses  was  made  in  August,  1918.  Gen- 
eral Pershiujtf  then  cabled  to  the  War  Department,  requesting 
that  forty-three  thousand  pairs  of  shoes,  riibhers,  raincoats, 
summer  underwear,  uorfolk  jacket  suits  in  rcguUition  sizes, 
ooaCs,  hats,  etc.»  should  be  sent  to  France  at  Government  expense, 
a  recjuest  which  argued  towards  the  possibility  that  the  Ameri- 
can Expeditionary  Forces  contemphjted  the  establishment 
under  their  otati  direction  of  a  department  for  the  replenish- 
ment of  nurses'  equipment  and  uniforms. 

At  the  crisis  of  the  nursing  situation,  when  the  War  Depart- 
ment was  calling  for  fifty  thousand  graduate  and  student  nurses 
by  July,  IDll),  Colonel  Winford  Smith,  Medical  Corps,  took 
up  again  in  a  letter  written  November  0,  1S}18,  to  the  General 
Manager  of  the  American  Red  Cross,  the  old  question  as  to 
whether  the  lied  Cross  or  the  Army  should  pay  for  nurses* 
equipment: 

I  am  directed  by  the  Surgeon  General  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  a  reeent  letter  from  the  general  maiiiiger  of  the 
Red  Cross,  stating  that  inasmuch  as  the  War  Council  of  the 
Red  Cross  understands  that  the  Government  is  to  provide  for 
the  equipment  of  nurses  for  overseas  service,  the  Red  Cross  is 
preparing  to  disband  its  organization  which  has  had  this 
phase  of  work  in  hand. 

The  Surgeon  General  has  again  reqiiei^ted  that  the  Govern- 
ment equip  the  nurses,  hut  at  this  writing  we  have  no  assur- 
ance that  favorahie  action  will  be  taken  on  this  request. 

Inasmuch  as  we  helieve  that  it  would  seriously  interfere 
with  the  recruiting  of  nurses  who  are  so  urgently  needed,  if 
the  Red  Cross  stops  issuing  equipment  and  the  Government 
fails  to  provide  for  it,  it  is  hoped  that  until  definite  arrange- 
zuents  have  been  made  hy  the  Government,  the  Red  Cross  will 
feel  like  continuing  its  custom  of  equipping  the  nurses  as 
heretofore. 


General  Peyton  C  ^farch,  Chief  of  Staff,  issued  on  December 
17,  1018,  General  Orders  No.  SG,  as  follows; 
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In  order  to  enable  them  immediately  to  comply  with  regu- 
lations requiring  the  wearing  of  uniforms,  a  single  initial 
uniform  outfit  is  hereby  authorized  for  iseue  to  members  of 
the  Army  Nurse  Corps  upon  their  first  entry  into  the  8ervic€(^| 
as  follows:  One  navy  blue  norfolk  Buit;  one  navy  blue  over-™ 
coat;  one  navy  blue  flannel  waist;  one  navy  blue  velour  hat 
for  winter;  one  navy  blue  straw  hat  for  summer;  two  sets 
inaignia,  United  States;  two  pairs  in&iguia,  badge  of  Corps. 

When  members  of  the  Army  Nurse  Corps  are  ordered  to 
duty  overseas  with  the  Ameriran  Expeditionary  Forces,  the 
following  articles  will  be  issued  io  them:  six  gray  cotton  uni- 
forms; one  gray  woolen  sweater;  one  gray  woolen  muffler;  one 
raincoat;  one  blanket  for  use  on  transport;  one  sleeping  hag; 
one  steamer  trunk. 

2.  Nurses  who  have  been  enrolled  for  service  during  the 
existing  emergency  and  who  have  not  been  supplied  with 
■  uniform  outfits  by  the  Amoriraii  Ked  Cross  without  cost  to 
themselves,  will  be  entitled  to  the  issue  herein  authorized. 
The  Quartermaster  General  will  supply  the  necessary  articles 
of  uniform  for  issue  and  sale  at  cost  price,  when  issue  is  not 
authorized.  The  details  of  material,  make  and  design  will 
conform  to  the  specifications  prescribed  by  the  Surgeon  Gen- 
eral and  no  change  therein  will  be  made  without  his  authority. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 


The  American  Red  Cross  at  its  New  York  Bureau  INursea' 
Equipment  cquippcHl  between  April  7,  1917,  and  December 
31y  1018^  the  following  perdouiiel  for  overseas  duty:  J 

Ahmy 

10,519  Nurses  at  an  average  of  $180  each $1,893,430.00 

2GG  Civilian  employees  at  an  average  of  $180 

each  47,880.00 

134  Dietitians  at  an  average  of  $180  each. .        24,120.00 
>6£  Reconstruction  aide«,  at  an  average  of 

#180  eadi - 65,700.00 

$2,031,120.00 
Navy" 

334  Nurses  at  $180  each $60,120.00 

■Thpsp  fl^fures  aro  inc)ud(><l  here  to  j^ivo  an  id**  of  th*  proportion  of 
•rrvicc  rendered  by  the  Rw!  Crofts  to  the  Army  in  comparison  to  tliat 
riven  to  the  Navy  and  to  R<h1  Cruaa  foreign  commiHsiona,  alao  to  giva 
ID  on«  table  a  complete  Hummary  of  the  artivitiea  pf  the  Burpau  of  iiuT$eti* 
EfjtiipmenL 
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Red  Cross  (Foreign  Activities) 

673  Nuwes  at  $180  each $103,140.00 

351   Nurses'  aides  at  $100  each 35,100.00 

4  Dietitians  at  $180  each 720.00 


$2,230,200.00 


SI 


Of  the  equipment,  Miss  TToyes  wrote  in  her  request  to  the  War 
Council  for  an  appropriation  to  cover  these  expenditures: 

A  maximum   amount   allowed   for   equipment   was   $200 

^r  individual,  but  ouly  in  a  few  instances  was  this  amount 
[iven,  while  in  many  other  instances  it  fell  below  the  $180. 
'he  average  cost  per  nurse  for  the  equipment  was  $180 
each. 

The  equipment  for  the  nurses'  aides  was  approximated  at 
$100  each.  Some  of  them  were  given  entire  equipment, 
others  partial,  while  in  a  great  many  instances  the  equipment 
was  provided  by  the  nurses'  aide. 

These  figures  do  not  include  the  equipment  issued  to  the 
nurses  in  home  service,  which  consisted  of  the  cape;  neither 
does  it  include  the  equipment  issued  to  the  nurses  in  the 
sanitary'  zones,  as  thit  is  provided  from  a  separate  appropria- 
tion. The  approximate  amount  of  money  spent  for  capes  at 
the  present  time  was  $280,000.^ 


ai 


The  Red  Cross  appropriated  more  than  throe  million  dollars 
)T  equipment  for  nurses,  nurses'  aides  and  dietitiuus.     The 

timates  which  Miss  Noyos  gave  above  were  based  upon  the 
"ratio  of  $180.00  for  each  nurse.  Equipment  required  for  some 
nurses  exceeded  this  amount  and  required  the  expenditure  of 
$200,  the  maximum  which  the  War  Council  allowed  for  an 
individual.  Prices  of  materials  and  labor  varied  from  time  to 
time  and  these  conditions  caused  equipment  to  exceed  three 
million  dollars,'^ 

Clara  D.  Noyes,  Caroline  Van  Blarcom,  Florence  Johnson, 
Sophie  Kiel,  Mary  Magoun  Brown  and  !Maude  G.  Moody  stand 
out  preeminently  among  the  group  of  Red  Cross  women  whose 
interest  and  tireless  effort  made  smooth  the  embarkation  of 
those  thousands  of  overseas  workers.  Sophie  Kiel  (St.  Luke's 
Hospital,  N.  Y.  City)  was  Miss  Van  Blarcom's  and  Miss 
Johnson's  assistant  in  the  Atlantic  Division.     Following  her 

"Hre  American  Red  Croaa  War  Council  Request  for  Appropriation  No, 
MS.  F«bniary  14,  1919. 
""The  Work  of  the  American  Red  CroaB  during  the  War/'  p.  33. 
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return  from  Khoi,  Persia,  iu  1016,  shr*  organized  oiio 
Red  CroBs  detachments  for  the  ^Navy.  Though  her  status  con- 
tinued as  that  of  a  Navy  chief  mirse,  the  auf>eriulendent  of  the 
Navy  Nurae  Corps  released  her  from  active  service  to  assist 
in  the  Atlantic  Division  until  August  22,  1918,  when  she  was 
assigned  by  Mra.  Higbee  to  the  U.  S.  Array  Transport  Oeorga 
Washington, 

The  attitude  of  mind  which  chnritoteri/.cd  the  Ked  Cross: 
executives  and  their  assistants  who  linndled  the  often  vexatio 
details  of  equipment  was  described  by  Miss  Brown,  herself  a 
member  of  Miss  Johnson's  staff.  **As  I  recall  those  busy  days/* 
she  wrote,  **onc  outstanding  point  remains  freshly  in  my  mem- 
ory. Miss  Johnson  and  her  associates  drew  so  much  vivid 
interest  and  enthusiasm  from  the  new  jijoups  of  nurses  coming 
from  all  parts  of  the  country,  all  fired  by  the  same  ideals  of 
Bervice,  that  they  themselves  seemed  forever  unmindful  of 
personal  fatigue  and  genuine  labor  and  inconvenience."  Mrs, 
Moody  wrote,  "Annisticre  Day  found  the  Burean  of  Equipment 
with  an  organization  of  thirty  more  than  willing  workers,  a 
staff  which  knew  no  hours  of  service, — its  inspiration  gained 
from  that  long  line  of  nurses  who,  with  never  a  thought  of  self, 
just  marking  time  until  their  actual  work  overseas  might  begin, 
had  come  and  gc)ue  l>efore  us." 

National  Headtiuarters  provided  other  comforts  for  the  wel- 
fare of  American  nurses  iu  Army  service  overseas  and  mention 
of  tliem  may  bo  included  in  this  rhapter.  The  Minutes  of  the 
War  Council,  which  record  uU  appropriations  made  from  the 
Red  Cross  coffers,  briefly  mention  two  other  items.  On  March 
19,  1917,  $77,500  was  appropriated,  "of  which  so  much  as  may 
be  necessary  shall  l)e  expended  for  the  purchase  of  'safety  suits' 
for  the  use  of  nurses  and  members  of  hospital  staffs,  with  the 
understanding  that  should  tlie  War  Department  wish  to  reim- 
burse the  Red  Cross  for  these  suits,  it  should  be  permitted  to 
do  80."  *'  The  high  seas  were  alive  with  U-boats.  In  addition 
to  keeping  a  person  afloat  for  an  indefinite  time,  these  partioilar 
safety  suits  afforded  protection  from  exposure,  "a  cause  of  manj' 
of  the  deaths,"  stated  this  minute  of  the  War  Council,  "follow- 
ing  the  sinking  of  ships." 

Before  the  declaration  of  war  on  Germany  by  the  United 

States,  the  War  D<'purtment  hud  allowed  forty  cents  per  day 

for  food  for  Army  nurses  and  patients.     This  allowance  could 

"MiDUtM  of  the  War  Council,  Vol.  III.  pages  787-789. 
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not  be  changed  without  Congressional  action.  The  Surgeon 
Genoral  accordingly  asked  the  Red  Cross  to  assume  the  re- 
sponsibility of  providing  the  difference  between  the  legal  al- 
lowance and  seventy-five  cents,  which  was  conceded  to  be  a 
proper  amount  of  subsistence.  For  a  period  of  eleven  months, 
these  thirty-five  pennies  given  daily  for  food  for  every  Army 
nurse  and  every  sick  or  wounded  soldier  in  Europe  amounted 
to  well  over  $185,0(17.  "Colonel  Ireland,"  recorded  the 
Minutes  of  the  War  Council  for  May  18,  1918,  "stated  that 
ample  provision  baa  now  l>een  made  by  the  Government  for  the 
sick  in  hospitals  and  for  the  members  of  the  Army  Nurse 
Corps." 

The  Red  Cross  furnished  Jaiiiidry  allowance  for  nurses  serving 
on  the  Mexican  border,  but  did  not  make  similar  provision 
for  nurses  on  duty  during  the  European  War  in  the  cantonments 
or  on  foreign  assignments  because  of  the  vast  amount  of  clerical 
detail  that  would  have  been  required. 

Whatever  the  American  Red  Cross  did  for  the  war  nurse, 
were  she  of  the  Army  or  Navy,  the  U.  S.  Public  Health  Ser\'ice 
or  the  Red  Cross,  was  given  back  indirectly  in  service  by  her 
to  the  American  soldier.  His  comfort,  often  his  very  life,  de- 
pended upon  that  gray-uniformed  nurse  who  from  time  to  time 
accommodated  her  own  personality  to  the  needs  of  her  patients; 
she  was  sometimes  cheerfully  frivolous;  she  was  sometimes 
seemingly  callous  and  unsympathetic;  she  was  sometimes  the 
very  reincarnation  of  that  woiniiu  who  sixty  years  ago  walked, 
lamp  in  hand,  among  the  wounded  at  Scutari.  That  nurses 
themselves  were  grateful  for  the  gifts  which  American  gen- 
erosity enabled  the  Red  Cross  to  make  them,  is  shown  in  tbia 
one  letter  chosen  from  among  many  of  similar  content: 

American  Expeditionary  Forces, 
France,  September  27,  1918. 

Everywhere  we  look,  everywhere  we  go.  there  arise  evi- 
dences of  your  consideration  and  love.  The  wardrobes  you 
gave  us  best  manifest  this. 

It  is  hard  to  determine  which  of  the  articles  you  chose  are 
the  most  useful  and  uttructivo.  When  we  notice  how  the 
peasant  women  eye  us,  we  think  it  is  our  smart  jackets  and 
skirts.  When  the  weather  gets  cold  and  our  ulsters  fit  snugly 
about  our  throats,  we  are  sure  we  need  these  great  coats  more 
than  anything  else.  When  it  rains  the  next  day,  we  exclaim, 
*'My.  wasn^t  it  lucky  for  us  that  the  Kod  Cross  gave  us  boots. 
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slickers  and  raincoate!"  When  we  crawl  into  bed  at  night 
with  hands  and  feet  numb  with  cold,  we  bless  you  for  giving 
ns  warm  pajamas  and  sleeping  bags.  But  when  the  gray 
morning  comes  all  too  soon,  then  our  wool  underwear  cer- 
tainly feels  best  of  all  1 

Many  times  when  I  have  been  lonely,  heart-sick,  soul-weary^ 
the  sight  of  my  equipment  and  the  thought  of  why  it  was 
ffiven  to  me  has  brought  me  new  courage,  has  nuule  me  into  a 
better  soldier. 


CHAPTER  Vn 


THE  EUBOPEAX  WAB 


Cantonments  of  the  New  Armie» — Embarkation — With  the 
American  Expediiwnary  Forces  in  Great  Britain — Wiih  the 
American  Expeditiananj  Forces  in  France—'The  Zone  of 
the  Base,  A,  E,  F.  in  France — The  American  Red  Cross 
Commission  for  France — Nurses'  Equipment  Shop,  Paris — 
With  the  French  Servi<^€  de  Sanfe — Emergency  Hospitaliza' 
tion,  A.  E.  F.  in  France — The  Zone  of  the  Advance,  A,  E,  F, 
in  France— With  the  A.  E,  F.  in  Italy— With  the  A,  E.  F. 
in  North  Russia 

THE  United  States  entered  the  European  War  on  April  6, 
1917.  Twenty  da^B  IuIlt  tlie  Aiiu'rieun  Xuraea'  Assoeia- 
tion  met  for  its  Twentieth  Annual  Convention  in  Phila- 
delphia, with  a  record  attendance.  The  Red  Cross  session  was 
held  on  Monday  evening,  April  30,  in  the  Academy  of  Music. 
Every  one  of  the  3000  seats  was  filled  and  all  availahle  standing 
room  occupied.  In  the  red,  white  and  blue  of  the  Red  Cross 
uniform,  nurses  sitting  in  the  orchestra,  the  balcony  and  the 
cileries  formed  line  upon  line  of  color,  splendidly  vivid  against 
the  somber-hued  furnishings  of  the  auditorium.  Their  faces 
Under  the  winged  Red  Cross  cap  were  tense  and  expectant. 
HealLzation  of  the  responsibilities  soon  to  be  placed  upon  them 
bushed  the  idle  conversation  which  usually  runs  lightly  through 
an  audience  before  the  program  begins.  On  that  night,  the  very 
air  seemed  charged  with  patriotic  ardor. 

Miss  Noyes,  Dr.  Warren  P.  Wilson,  of  Columbia  University, 
and  Eliot  Wadsworth,  acting  chairman  of  the  Red  Cross 
Central  Committee,  were  the  speakers  of  the  evening,  Miss 
Delano  presided.  Her  introduction  of  Miss  Noyes  was  prefaced 
in  part  by  the  following  words: 

It  is  eight  years  ago  this  month  since  I  stood  before  the 
American  Nuraey*  AssociHtiun  and  be;»ged  of  them  to  ratify 
the  affiliation  which  the  IM  Cross  had  offered  to  us  and  to 
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pled;:,^ti  thenuswlves  to  the  orgauizatiou  of  a  Nursing  Service 
which  1  believed  we  should  organize  for  the  benefit  of  our 
country.  At  that  time,  so  far  as  I  know,  all  the  nations  of  the 
earth  were  at  jieat'c.  We  bejxan  this  work  with  no  thought 
that  within  a  «^om[)iirativcIy  short  period,  eight  years,  we 
should  be  called  upon  to  meet  the  needs  aud  service  of  the 
greatest  and  moat  horrible  war  that  the  world  has  ever 
known.* 

After  giving  an  outline  of  the  development  of  war  nursings 
Miss  Noyes  voiced  the  responsibility  confronting  the  American 
nursing  profession: 

As  I  stand  faring  you  to-night,  sister  nurses,  under  the 
shadow  of  war,  we  know  not  what  we  as  nurses  shall  be  called 
upon  to  do.  We  know,  however,  that  our  Red  Cross  Nursing 
Service  exists  but  for  one  purpose, — the  reserve  of  the  Anoy 
and  Navy  Nurt^e  Corps  in  time  of  war.  You  may  be  called 
upon  to  give  fully,  tn  make  great  personal  sacrifices,  but  we 
know  you  are  prepared,  we  know  that  you  are  ready,  we  know 
that  we  can  depend  upon  you  to  carry  the  spirit  of  Red  Cross 
service,  as  well  us  its  banner,  wherever  our  Army  and  Navy 
may  be  sent,  whether  to  tlie  Pacific  or  Atlantic  coasts,  to  the 
cantonments,  to  the  frontiers  of  France  or  Russia,  or  to  far- 
dietant  Mesopotamia.  It  must  be  written  upon  the  pages  of 
history  for  all  time  that  our  Red  Cross  nurses  were  prepared, 
that  in  this  war  our  wildiers  at  least  were  not  neglected  and 
tiiat  they  were  properly  nursed.* 

Following  an  address  liv  Dr.  Wilson  on  Rural  Nursing,  Eliot 
Wadsworfh,  acting  chairman  of  the  lied  Cross  ('cntrai  Com- 
mittee, spoke  in  part,  as  follows: 

In  these  days  of  alarm  and  excitement,  when  the  whole 
country  is  thinking  of  war  and  when  at  every  cross-road  and 
in  every  railroad  train  the  pwii)Ie  are  debating  as  to  the  extent 
to  which  the  country  is  prepared  ...  I  have  come  here  really 
to  say  a  word  of  appreciation  for  what  the  nurses  have  done 
by  their  systematic  organization,  and  what  they  will  be  called 
upon  to  do,  now  that  the  need  has  arisen.  The  Rcfl  Cross  has 
enrolled  for  service  more  than  8000  nurses  whose  qualifica- 
tions are  known,  who  have  taken  all  the  steps  required  by  the 
Army  Medical  Corps  to  permit  their  immediate  enlistment  in 
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this  service.  .  .  .  And  as  a  resultj  the  Red  Cross  Nursing 
Service  is  ready  at  this  hour,  more  ready  than  perhaps  any 
branch,  official  or  unofticial,  of  tlie  United  Slates.* 

As  Mr.  Wadsworth  concluded,  the  vast  body  of  American 
women  rose  as  one  and  fjlodged  themselves  *'to  give  our  best 
service  to  the  nation  whcrcvt-r  culled  upon  to  render  it,  either 
in  home  or  foreign  field,  in  tht>  daily  routine  of  civil  or  military 
hospital,  or  in  the  equally  great  effort  to  conserve,  protect  and 
strengthen  the  health  and  endurance  of  the  civilian  population, 
the  men,  women  and  children  at  home  in  our  Jund." 

Even  then,  the  call  to  the  colors  had  sounded.  Orders  for 
the  immediate  mobilization  of  sis  Red  Cross  base  hospitals  for 
duty  with  the  British  Expeditionary  Forces  had  been  sent  the 
day  before,  April  2i),  by  the  Surgeon  General.  One  after  the 
other,  these  and  other  Red  Cross  sanitary  units  were  assigned  to 
active  foreign  service,  while  at  home  the  building  of  future 
American  Armies,  of  which  nurses  were  to  form  a  vital  part, 
began. 

History  was  swift  in  the  making  during  that  memorable 
spring  and  summer  of  1917.  Congress  in  special  session  passed 
the  Selective  Service  Law  on  May  19  and  the  first  registration 
on  June  5  brought  tJionsanda  of  recruits  to  the  cantonments  of 
the  new  Armies.  The  building  of  sixteen  camps  for  the  Na- 
tional Guard  and  sixteen  cantonments  for  the  National  Array 
had  been  authorized  in  ^tay;  the  last  site  for  these  temporary 
gray  cities  was  8<»curcd  on  July  6-  Accommodations  were  ready 
on  September  4-  for  430,000  men.  This  capacity  was  shortly 
increased  to  provide  for  the  care  of  770,000  men,  an  average 
capacity  per  cantonment  of  48,000.  Divisions  of  the  Rc^ilar 
Army  were  trained  both  in  camps  and  cantonments  and  at 
Tarions  Array  posts.  Training  schools  for  the  Artillery,  Avia- 
tion. Engineer,  Tank  and  Quartermaster  Corps  and  for  Chem- 
ical Warfare  were  established,  with  proving  grounds  and  testing 
fields.  Embarkation  camps  were  bnilt  at  New  York  and  New- 
port News  and  afforded  housing  accommodations  for  more  than 
300,000  men.* 

Each  of  the  thirty-two  camps  and  cantonments  included  aa 
part  of  its  organization  the  development  and  maintenance  of  a 

'American  Journal  of  \urting.  Vol.  XVII,  pp.  1153-57.  Srptcmbor.  1917. 

•"The  Wftr  with  GtTtnatiy,  A  Statisticnl  Summan,"  Lt-onanl  P.  Avree, 
Colunel,  Oenerul  Staff.  U.  S.  Army,  pp.  17-29.  'Government  Printinjr 
Office.  Wa»!iington,  U.  C,  1919. 
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hospital  of  one  thousand  beds.  The  nurses  of  these  hospital^™ 
were  secured  largely  from  Ked  Cross  emergency  detachments. 
In  a  letter  written  September  ^2,  1917,  to  all  Local  Committees 
on  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service,  Aliss  Noyes  stated  that  "we  are 
being  asked  for  many  hundreds  of  nurses  for  cantonment  duty. 
.  ,  .  Will  you  not  *round  up'  as  many  as  possible  for  this  work  ? 
The  physical  examination  of  each  nurse  will,  of  course,  have 
to  be  on  file  in  this  office  before  she  can  be  assigned  to  duty, 
but  it  will  not  be  necessarv  for  her  to  complete  immunity  treat- 
ment." iH 

The  Surgeon  General  also  asked  the  Nursing  Service  tcT™ 
nominate  chief  nurses  for  several  of  the  cantonment  hospitals. 
Susan  Hearle,  Alice  Beatle,  of  the  Mercy  Ship  Relief  Expedi- 
tion, ^lary  Roberts,  Estelle  Campbell  and  Sophia  Rutley  were 
appointed.  "Each  chief  nurse,"  wrote  Miss  Noyes  in  the  Red 
Prosa  columns  of  the  Journal  of  Nursing  for  November,  1917, 
"has  l>een  asked  to  organize  groups  of  nurses  as  a  nucleus  for 
her  personnel,  but  should  she  not  be  able  to  secure  the  rerjuired 
number  by  the  time  the  cantonment  hospital  is  ready  for  occu- 
pancy, it  is  expected  to  fill  the  deficit  from  emergency  detach- 
ments." 

As  rapidly  as  barracks  could  be  erected  in  the  cantonments, 
they  were  filled  with  recniita  fmm  the  Selective  Draft.  Base 
hospital  construction,  including  the  erection  of  nurses'  quarters, 
waa  deferred  tmtil  after  the  barracks  were  completed.  The  need 
for  medical  and  nursing  service  increased,  however,  with  each 
new  assigiiTnent  of  men  to  the  cantonments.  Immediately  upon 
their  nrrivfll,  the  "rookies"  were  inoculated  for  various  con- 
tagious diseases  and  many  of  them  became  ill.  Others,  long 
accustomed  to  more  sedentary  and  luxurious  habits  of  living 
and  to  food  different  from  Army  rations,  were  slow  to  become 
acclimated  to  the  rigors  of  military  life  and  so  fell  an  easy  prey 
to  disease.  Thus  cnme  about  the  acute  need  for  nurses  in  the 
camps  and  cantonments,  which  Mites  Noyes  set  forth  in  a  letter 
written  October  30  to  all  Local  Committees  on  Red  Cross  Nurs- 
ing Service:  ^B| 

We  have  just  received  a  definite  call  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment for  nenrly  7i'^0  nurses  for  immediate  cantonment  service. 

The  yatioTinl  Conunittee  feelH  very  strongly  that  this  seri- 
ou»  need  shouM  he  brought  very  forcibly  to  the  attention  of 
individual  memhere  of  the  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service.  It  is 
far  from  patriotic,  far  from  the  purpose  of  the  Red  Cross  to 
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Lve  nurses  continue  to  refuse  liome  service  where  the  need  is 
urgent,  in  favor  of  foreign  assignment,  where  tlie  demuiui  is 
not  80  great.  Nurpes  whom  the  committecji  consider  available 
for  cantonmenta  and  who  continue  to  refuse  service  should  be 
reported  at  once  to  National  Headquarters. 

The  need  is  indeed  pressing.  There  are  from  600  to  800 
desperately  ill  men  in  several  of  these  hospitab,  with  an 
average  of  ten  nurses  on  duty. 

Nursea  themselves  held  back  from  volunteering  for  canton- 
ment service  because  they  felt  that  foreign  service  would  Ik?  more 
attractive,  more  interesting.  In  the  January,  11»1S,  issue  of  the 
Anurican  Journal  of  Nursing,  Miss  Palmer,  the  editor,  a;)Uiidly 
rated  the  nursing  profession  iu  an  editorial  bearing  the  title: 
"Are  we  slackers  I" 


Appeals  are  being  made  constantly  from  Red  Cross  Head- 
quarters for  the  enrollment  of  nurses  for  home  service.  The 
situation  is  rendoroJ  difficult  for  the  reason  that  nurses  who 
are  enrolled  in  base  ho^pital^  are  being  held  back  to  some 
extent  for  foreign  service,  while  many  others  are  failing  to 
respond  because  they  are  hoping  for  a  chance  to  go  abroad  and 
desire  to  do  that  rather  than  volunteer  for  service  in  the  can- 
tonments iu  their  own  country. 

The  waiving  of  one  of  the  requirements  for  enrollment  in 
the  Red  Cross,  that  of  memhersliip  in  the  American  Nurses* 
Associtition,  will  make  large  numbers  of  nurses  eligible  who 
have  been  debarred  up  to  this  time.  We  wish  to  call  the 
attention  of  our  readers  again  to  Miss  Delano's  report  in  the 
Last  issue  of  the  Journal,  which  showed  that  during  the  war 
period  the  age  limit  is  abolishetl  so  that  older  women  who  are 
in  vigorous  health  may  ho  enrolled  for  home  service.  It  is 
going  to  be  possible,  also,  for  nurses  from  the  smaller  hospitals 
to  be  recognized  under  certain  conditions. 

One  reason  given  by  nurses  of  all  ages  for  not  enrolling  is 
that  their  fannlics  object  to  their  serving.  We  want  to  say 
that  if  any  woman  is  old  enough  to  be  out  in  the  world  sup- 
porting herself  and  perhapir  helping  her  family,  she  is  old 
enough  to  decide  such  questions  for  herself. 

Returns  which  are  conntig  in  from  the  survey  of  nursing 
resourc-es  being  made  throughout  the  country  show  that  a 
comparatively  small  proportion  of  the  registered  nurses,  in  the 
twenty  states  tlmt  have  reported,  are  enrolled  with  the  Red 
Cross.  The  percentages  vary  from  one  and  three-fourtlis, 
which  is  the  lowest  received,  through  seven  and  eight,  which 
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are  the  most  common,  to  thirt>'-two  niifJ   fortynjue,  the 
being  to  the  credit  of  the  Dii^trict  of  Culumbia.. 

Do  not  let  it  go  down  in  history  that  wlien  the  young  men 
of  our  country  were  called  into  service  in  defense  of  the 
democracy  of  the  world,  the  nurses  held  back,  because  of 
financial  reasons,  or  because  they  alirink  from  the  hardshi 
of  war  service. 
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Among  letters  of  sharp  criticism  which  came  to  National 
Headquarters  was  one  which  had  been  written  by  a  registered 
nurse  fifty-eight  years  old.  After  roundly  upbraiding  younger 
nurses  who  refrained  from  (ttTcring  their  si^rviecs,  she  asked 
for  assignment  in  tlio  Army  Nurse  Corps.  In  replying  to  her 
on  February  28,  1018,  Miss  Delano  gave  the  fullowiug  reason^^ 
for  the  existing  shortage  of  nurses:  ^H 

In  the  first  place,  camps  were  erected  before  the  hospitab 
were  built  and  I  believe  the  hospitals  took  precedence  over  the 
nurses*  quarters.  Bringing  hundreds  of  thousands  of  young 
men  together  in  camp  life  made  it  possible  for  an  epidemic  of 
contagious  diseases  to  develop,  which  came  on  in  a  great  flood 
before  adequate  preparations  had  been  made  for  their  care. 

In  some  cases,  quarters  for  n\irses  were  not  available.  In 
other  instances,  there  was  temporary  difHculty  in  securing  an 
adequate  number  of  nurses  to  meet  an  emergency.  This  was 
due  to  various  causes,  chief  among  them,  I  believe,  being  the 
fact  that  we  had  several  hundred  nurses  mobilized  and  waiting 
for  service.  This  fact  was  generally  known  throughout  the 
country.  It  was,  therefore,  difficult  to  convince  nurses  at 
large  of  the  extreme  need  when  they  knew  that  at  the  same 
time  we  had  ncveral  hundred  nurses  mobilized  at  Ellis  Island 
who  were  not  culled  upon  for  cantonment  duty.  It  was  diffi- 
cult to  explain  to  nurses  at  large  that  these  groups  at  Ellis 
Island  might  rttceive  mailing  orders  at  any  moment. 

We  have  met  all  the  demands  of  the  Navy  and  the  U. 
Public  Health   Service  and,  I   believe,  are  meeting  satisfa* 
torily  today  the  needs  of  the  Army.    This  is.  I  think,  provi 
by  the  fact  that  we  are  enrolling  over  a  thousand  nurses 
month  and  are  sending  large  numbers  into  immediate  eervn 
both  at  borne  and  overseas. 

I  agree  with  you,  however,  tliat  if  we  as  a  profession  are 
meet  the  obligations  tliat   this  war  has  thrut:t  ujmn  us,  tl 
rank  and  file  of  the  nursing  profession  must  realize  that  notf 
ing  is  more  important  than  the  care  of  our  soldiers  here  in  oi 
own  country. 
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After  the  adoption  of  the  ruling  that  nurses  should  be  "sent 
to  cantonment  hospitula  in  this  country  to  determine  their  pro- 
fessional and  physical  fitness  for  overseas  service/'  many  nurses 
from  the  staifs  of  base  hospital  units  were  assigned  to  canton- 
ment duty.  But  the  need  for  nurses  in  this  branch  of  the  service 
still  continued.  On  May  IG,  1918,  Miss  Thompsou  wrote  Miss 
Noyes  that  "in  view  of  the  fact  that  550  'casuals'  are  to  be  rushed 
to  Europe  in  addition  to  the  base  hospitals  now  awaiting  trans- 
portation in  New  York,  the  oantonmcnts  will  bo  in  urgent  need 
of  nurses,  I  fear,  in  a  short  time.  .  .  ,  Therefore,  will  you  not 
do  all  within  your  power/'  she  concluded,  ''to  nominate  as  many 
inirsps  as  possible  for  immediate  duty  'i  One  thousand  could 
be  placed  today  without  difficulty," 

Cantonment  service  was  full  of  the  hubbub,  the  change,  the 
excitement  of  armies  in  the  making.  Emergencies  made  up  the 
IBiy  fabric  of  the  nurses'  crowded  days.  Rachel  Golzar,  Re- 
fcre  Nurse,  A.  N.  C,  wrote  from  Camp  McClellan,  Anniston, 
Akbama: 


A  few  months  ago,  this  region  was  a  stretch  of  wilderness. 
The  first  division  of  men  worked  this  place  through  to  what  it 
is  at  present.  The  hospital  is  perched  on  a  hill-top  and  below 
the  hill  are  the  drill  grounds  and  tents.  The  camp  groimd 
occupies  some  seventeen  thousand  acres.  The  base  hospital, 
extending  over  yixty-two  acres,  has  at  present  thirty-two 
wards:  more  are  in  process  of  construction.  Surgical  wards, 
a  medical  and  dental  tlcpartmcnt.  X-ray  room*  nose,  ear  and 
throat  section,  eye  clinic,  contagious  and  tuberculosis  divi- 
sions; one  ward  for  mental  cases  and  one  ward  for  sick  officers. 
comprise  our  line-up.  Each  ward  is  a  barracks  by  itself.  We 
have  now  between  six  hundred  and  seven  hundred  patients 
and  a  wide  variety  of  cases,  perhaps  more  than  in  any  large 
hospital  of  a  city. 

When  we  seven  arrived,  we  found  ourselves  the  first  group 
of  nurses  that  ever  trotted  these  proundH.  We  were  not  ex- 
pected so  soon  nor  was  anything  ready  for  us.  No  department 
store  in  New  York,  however,  delivered  things  more  rapidly 
than  the  Quartermaster  Corps  brought  us  beds,  furnishings 
and  other  comforts. 

In  our  wooden  barracks,  acrid  with  the  pungent  odor  of 
raw  pine,  our  rooms  already  have  dressers  and  little  rugs. 
Small  rockers,  shades  and  scrim  curtains  have  arrived.  We 
expect  our  own  cook  and  two  maids  later  to  attend  to  the 
nurses'  home. 
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The  American  Journal  of  Nursing  published  in  May,  1918, 
a  fipeciai  Military  Number,  which  was  made  up  of  articles  which 
had  beeu  writteu  by  nurses  in  various  types  of  war  uursiug  aud 
which  described  their  perscinal  experiences.  As  Miss  Delano 
took  a  large  part  in  securing  these  articles,  extracts  from  them 
are  quoted  as  primary  sources  in  this  history. 

Of  the  cantonment  near  Boston,  at  Ayer,  Massachusetts,  Jane 
G.  Molloy  (City  and  County  Hospital,  San  Francisco)  wrote: 

Camp  Devens,  named  after  General  Devens  of  Civil  War 
fame,  is  in  the  Northeast  Division.  Its  development,  spread 
over  ten  thousand  acres,  is  a  feat  of  engineering.  Twenty 
miles  of  road  were  laid ;  four  Imndred  miles  of  electric  wiring 
were  done;  sixty  miles  of  heating  pipes  were  connected,  all  in 
less  time  than  is  ordinarily  taken  to  erect  our  municipal 
buildings. 

It  is  a  small  world  that  you  must  see  for  yourself.  The 
hot:pitai  itself  is  a  little  town.  Its  tnjrridors  measure  three 
and  one-half  miles.  They  are  enclosed  and  each  is  named  as 
are  streets  in  a  well  laid  out  village,  each  ward  numbered  as 
are  houses  in  a  city  block. 

Patients  who  filled  the  wards  of  cantonment  base  hospitals 
during  liJlT  and  during  the  spring  and  summer  of  1918  were 
generally  medical  and  contagious  and  accident  cases.  Soldiers 
wounded  in  active  service  in  France  had  not  yet  begun  to  come 
back  to  tiie  United  States.  However,  the  nurses  who  were 
assigti(*d  to  cantonment  duty  worked  very  hard,  especially  dur- 
ing the  epidemic  of  coutagious  diseases  to  which  ^liss  Delano 
referred  in  the  letter  of  February  28,  liUS, -quoted  alKive.  The 
virulence  of  tliis  epidemic  and  the  need  which  it  caused  for 
expert  nursing  service  was  descrilK^d  by  Eleanor  Hall,  Army 
Nnrse  Corps,  in  a  letter  writteu  from  Camp  Taylor,  Louisville, 
Kentucky : 

On  April  1,  1918,  T  was  assigned  to  day  duty  on  "7C,"  a 
pneumonia  ward.  We  seem  to  work  in  a  trpadmill  here;  we 
rush  from  morning  till  night  and  yett  in  spite  of  all  we  can  do, 
the  boys  get  sicker  and  sicker  and  we  have  had  several  deaths. 
The  other  day  we  lost  one,  measles,  bronchial  pneumonia  and 
meningitis.  It  seemed  as  if  his  head  was  filled  with  pus 
which  ooxed  from  his  eyes,  his  ears,  his  nose  and  mouth.  .  .  . 
When  one  gets  measles  here,  it  is  serious,  for  the  infection 
which  cnuscs  measles  also  causes  abscessed  eyes,  ears,  throat 
infectious^  and  Uien  it  goes  to  the  lungs  and  we  have  paeu* 
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monia,  bronchitis,  erysipelaa  (there  are  four  cases  in  the  ward 
now)  and  pleurisy.  Between  the  Inst  day  of  health  til!  the 
first  day  of  **at  the  point  of  death"  is  sometimes  only  thirty- 
six  or  forty-eight  houra. 

Ethel  Haigitt  (St.  Miehaera  Hospital,  Toronto,  Canada), 
reserve  nurse,  wrote  in  the  Milltarv  Numlior  of  the  Journal 
of  her  work  at  Fort  Riley,  a  Regular  ^Vmiy  Post,  near  Junction 
City^  Kansas : 

They  were  very  busy  on  the  wards,  so  we  were  asked  to  be 
ready  for  duty  by  nine  oVIock.  The  large  gray  stone  huild- 
inga,  which  had  been  previously  ut^ed  as  barracks,  baud  qimr- 
ters,  prison,  mess  hall,  etc.,  were  fast  being  cleaned,  painted 
and  remodeled;  also  a  very  good  plumbing  system  was  beinj' 
put  in.  As  we  walked  along  Cavalry  Drive  with  the  chiet 
nurse,  she  requested  us  to  wait  for  her  while  she  took  one  of 
our  number  into  one  of  these  buildings  known  as  sections, 
where  she  assigned  her  to  duty.  So  we  passed  on  until  it 
came  my  turn  and  I  was  ushered  into  a  section  marked  *'C/' 
''Isolation/'  "Measles." 

Here  I  found  two  nurses  and  a  head  nurse,  but  the  one 
whose  place  1  was  taking  was  to  go  on  night  duty.  This 
Bection,  though  full  of  jmtients,  probably  140,  had  only  had 
nurses  there  for  about  two  weeks;  there  were  none  to  put  there 
before.  Here,  as  in  other  sections,  the  carpenters  and  plumbers 
at  work. 
iS  you  may  judge,  we  were  very  short  of  nurses  through  all 

le  Fort.  We  decided  to  put  all  the  sickest  patients  and  those 
requiring  the  most  treatment  in  one  large  ward,  thereby  saving 
time  and  steps.  We  found  the  ward  masters  and  corpsmeu 
invaluable  helpers,  many  times  willing  to  do  things  out  of 
their  province.  During  the  first  two  weeks  I  must  admit  I 
was  very  tired  and  the  bed  looked  good  to  me  at  night.  We, 
the  day  staff,  had  only  eight-hour  duty;  that  usually  mcaikt 
four  hours  on  and  four  hours  off.  The  night  nurses  worked 
twelve  hours. 

When  1  had  been  in  this  section  three  weeks,  the  chief 
nurse  informed  me  that  she  wished  to  open  another  building 
(by  that  nhe  meant  to  place  nurses  in  it)  and  wanted  me  to 
take  charge  of  it.  Being  still  short  of  nurses,  she  could  give 
me  only  one.  but  promised  more  as  soon  as  they  could  be 
obtained.  When  I  left,  I  had  nine  nurses  for  day  and  three 
for  night  duty.    So  you  see  she  kept  her  promise.  .  .  . 

Within  a  few  weeks,  the  epidemic  was  checked   and  the 
presaure  of  work  lightened  proportionately  in  the  cantonment 
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hospitals.  Then  the  nurses  enjoyed  an  eight-hour  day,  which 
gave  ample  opportunity  for  re^t  and  recreation.  Jane  Molloy 
wrote  of  the  facilities  for  recreation  at  Camp  Devcns: 


Do  not  believe  that  a  nurse  is  always  *'over-worked'*  in  the 
Army.  When  she  leaves  the  wards,  she  is  compIeLely  and 
gloriously  "off  duly.*'  This  total  freedom  from  all  respooai- 
bility  means  an  opportunity  to  relax  and  enjoy  the  interv. 
between  hours  of  duty,  rarely  possihie  in  other  voeations. 

Nor  is  there  deartli  of  entertainment.  Something  is  go 
on  at  all  times.  Tliongh  it  is  work  for  the  eompany  to  drill, 
it  is  entertainment  for  the  observer.  1  have  yet  to  see  a  com- 
edy staged  tliat  can  compare  with  the  ''Awkward  Squad/' 
Many  of  the  liest  plnys  of  the  season  have  hmm  produeeil  at 
our  camp  theater.  The  Boston  Symphony  Company  gave  one 
of  it**  fine  concerts  here  during  the  winter;  and  the  movies  are 
always  to  be  seen. 

And  above,  around  and  behind  all  this,  the  great,  stupen- 
dous work  goes  on — the  training  of  brawn  and  muscle,  of  mind 
and  will.  The  Army  changes  no  one;  it  simply  proves  what 
we  are. 

In  its  professional  phases,  military  nursing  differed  greatly 
from  institutional  or  private  duty  nursing.  In  a  letter  written 
from  Camp  Taylor,  Louisville,  Kentucky,  Eleanor  Hall  de- 
scribed these  aspects : 

The  nursing  experience  we  get  here  is  invaluable.  We  learn 
much  in  various  linea  which  is  not  enscntial  in  private  duty 
nursing  but  which  is  very  necessary  in  Army  service.  The 
nurses  have  come  from  all  types  of  schools,  from  all  states  and 
from  all  walks  of  life.  They  are  thrown  together  here  and 
must  quickly  accustom  themselves  to  the  Army  discipline. 
Length  of  service  at  a  given  post,  and  that  alone,  puts  one 
nurse  above  another.  The  head  nurses  for  the  wards  ore 
selected  entirely  from  among  the  nurses  who  have  been  longest 
at  Camp  Taylor.  In  a  ward,  the  heud  nurse  rules,  except  that 
each  nurse  is  free  to  do  her  work  according  to  her  training, 
provided,  of  (i)urse,  that  she  does  it  correctly.  When  a  ques- 
tion arises*  however,  the  nurse  who  has  been  on  duty  for  the 
greatest  length  of  time  in  the  ward  ha?  the  greatest  amount  of 
authority.    We  must  learn  to  accept  this,  .  .  . 

We  must  learn  to  close  our  eyes  to  many  things  which  we 
would  like  to  do,  and  stick  instead  to  the  eftsentials.  We  must 
refrain  esiHN^ially  from  doing  anything  or  everything  that  tlic 
orderlies  or  the  patients  can  do,  because  there  is  so  much  to 


THE  EUROPEAN  WAR 


397 


be  done  that  a  nurge  alone  oan  handle,  such  as  hypodermics, 
mediciues  of  a  dangerous  nature^  treatments  and  general 
supervitiiun,  that  u  nurne  han  no  riglit  to  watite  her  time  aud 
energy  doing  non-essentials. 

le  of  Mififi  Hall's  letters  contained  the  following  conunent 
upon  the  Medical  Corps  men : 

I  never  saw  L-oUetre  hoys  work  the  way  our  orderlies  do. 
(Most  of  them  come  from  excellent  families  and  are  of  good 
education.)  They  get  up  at  i  a.m.;  walk  three  miles  to  their 
hreakfast;  come  on  duty  at  6  A.M.;  sweep,  mop,  scruh,  lift, 
carry  heavy  loads  aud  help  the  nurses  in  every  possible  way; 
take  'i>o.ssing,"  complaints  and  fault  finding  from  the  doctors, 
nurses  and  patients  and  have  no  "comeback";  liave  one  half 
hour  off  for  lunch ;  and  go  off  duty  again  at  six  o'clock,  drill 
and  march  three  miles  home  again.  Some  of  the  very  young 
ones  are  dears,  gentle  and  sweet,  courteous  and  patient,  yet 
not  sissy  or  goody-good  at  all.  -  .  . 

The  Red  Cross  provided  many  little  comforts  for  the  nnrses 

in  military  st^rvice  in  the  United  States.     In  thirty-six  camps 

aad  cantonments,  the  use  of  the  Red  Cross  motor  cars  was 

extended  to  nurses  for  shopping  trips  or  for  recreation.    Tennis 

courts  were  huilt  and  maintained.     Diiring  the  intense  heat 

of  1918,  awnings  and  porch  curtains  were  provided  and  electric 

fans,  to  cool  the  dormitories  and  mess-halls.     At  Fort  McPher- 

«>n,  Georgia,  a  committee  of  women  from  the  Atlanta  Chapter 

did  mending  for  the  nurses.     At  Fort  Doniphan,  Oklahoma,  a 

cottage  in  Medicine  Park,  about  seven  miles  from  camp,  was 

rented  and  three  nurses  at  a  time  were  taken  there  hy  the  Red 

Cross  Motor  Corps  for  short  vacations.     Whc^n  a  lire  at  Camp 

Dodge,  Iowa,  destroyed  the  personal  belongings  of  the  nursing 

staff,  the  Red  Cross  supplied  unifonns  aud  clothing  within  two 

hours.      Ixians  were  made  to  nurses  whose  res^jurces  had  been 

completely  exliausted. 

Camp  life  with  its  hustle  and  its  constant  noisi^s  ranging 
from  the  bray  of  an  Army  mule  to  the  melodious  echoes  of 
the  biiple  calls,  was  vastly  wearisome  aud  the  nurses  sorely 
needed  a  place  wltcre  they  could  be  alone.  The  *'Y,  M."  or  lied 
Cross  huts  were  always  crowded  with  visitors  and  the  sight  of 
ere  and  their  friends  and  families  who  gathered  there  was 
g  the  last  things  which  tired  nurses  wanted  to  see  after 
or  ten  hours  on  duty  in  the  wards.    Yet  these  placea  and 
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the  rcK)ras  in  the  uuraes*  quarters,  shared  by  otliera  with  nerves 
equally  taut,  were  their  only  refuge  until  the  Red  Cross  built 
special  reereatiou  houses  for  nurses.  The  following  U-tter 
from  a  nurse  at  Camp  J— — —  is  quoted  to  show  the  need  for 

these  buildings: 

...  If  we  could  in  our  hearts  wish  you  such  luck,  we 
would  wish  you  were  here;  for  our  sakes,  though,  and  not  for 

yours.    Miss ,  who  has  heen  in  the  service  for  alM»ut 

a  year.  Is  our  chief.  At  first  we  hoped  for  some  sort  of  home 
life.  .  .  .  Our  quarters  are  built  probably  like  those  at  every 
other  cantonment.  As  you  euter,  there  are  small  rooms  ou 
either  side  of  the  hall.  Our  chief  nurse  insists  that  there  is 
no  provision  for  a  silting  room  in  these  quarters  for  nurses, 
though  the  rooms  are  not  yet  all  filled.  1  told  her  that  I 
never  would  believe  that  anybody  meant  to  set  fifty  nurses 
down  in  the  woods  without  some  place  to  receive  a  guest. 
Several  people  have  callerl  whom  we  coxdd  not  invite  in  and 
several  more  have  nsked  t«  call.  It  hurts  my  feelings  to  have 
to  say  "no."  We  have  five  hundred  pati«uts  and  work  on  tlie 
wards  goes  smoothly.  When  we  get  off  duty,  we  go  to  bed  to 
get  warm  and  because  there  is  no  other  place  to  go. 

The  Army  deplored  the  luck  of  recreation  rooms  and  other 
facilitie-s  and  in  almost  all  cases  later  supplied  attractively 
furnished  living-rooms  for  the  nurses,  but  in  tlie  interim  the 
Ited  Cross  recreation  houses  tilled  a  great  need. 

At  a  total  cost  of  $245,000,  the  American  Red  Cross  built 
these  recreation  houses  for  the  exclusive  use  of  the  nurses  in 
thirty-seven  camps,  cantonments  and  training  centers.  Though 
outwardly  these  structiires  resembled  in  their  monotonous  gray- 
ness  an  ordinary  barrack,  within  there  was  quiet  and  comfort. 
Each  had  a  large  assembly  room,  bright  with  cretonne  hangings ; 
at  one  end  of  it  wicker  chairs  stood  oozily  about  a  deep-throated 
tire-place.  In  the  rear  of  the  building  was  a  small  kitchenette, 
in  which  the  nurses  might  prepare  afternoon  tea  for  their 
friends.  Nearby  was  a  laundry.  A  balcony  encircled  the  assem- 
bly room  and  afforded  the  nurses  a  sewing  room  and  small 
alcoves  where  they  might  read,  write  letters  or  sen'e  supper. 
There  waa  a  library  and  many  of  the  books  brought  welcome 
relaxation  to  nurses  wearied  of  bandages  and  the  care  of  sick 
men. 

Encircling  the  military  boundaries  of  the  cantonments  were 
areas  in  which  the  many  types  of  people  who  follow  an  army, 
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gathered  to  ply  their  trades.  The  sanitary  conditions  prevailing 
in  stalls  where  food  and  soft  drinks  were  sold,  in  daucc-halls,  in 
shooting  galleries,  in  motion-picture  theaters  and  in  houses 
where  soldiers,  eluding  the  sharp  discipline  by  which  the  Army 

■  endeavored  to  check  such  practices,  met  immoral  women^  di- 

■  rectly  affected  the  fighting  strength  of  the  new  Armies.  The 
United  States  Public  Health  Service,  therefore,  drew  cordons 
of  sanitary  protection  around  the  camps  and  cantoimionts, 
calling  these  outlying  districts  extra-cantonment  zones,  and,  in 

■  o*(iperation  with  the  Army  and  with  the  Red  Cross,  assigned 
trained  sanitarians  and  public  ht'ulth  nurses  to  these  areas  to 
safeguard  the  health  of  the  soldiers  by  bettering  the  general 
health  conditions  in  th(^se  localities. 

While  sanitary  officers  of  the  U.  8.  Public  Health  iService 
supervised  the  drainage  of  malaria  infested  swamps  and  ditches, 
condemned  the  venders  of  dirty  or  tuberculous  milk  and  rigidly 
ferreted  out  the  carriers  of  communicable  diseases,  Red  Cross 
public  health  nurses  assisted  in  clinics,  dispensaries  and  isola- 

Ition  hospitals,  or  **followed  up''  cases  into  homes  surrounding 
the  military  areas.  Varied  and  interesting  indeed  were  the 
duties  of  nurses  assigned  to  these  health  zones.  A  nurse  wrote 
in  the  Military  Number  of  the  Joum^xl: 


Our  district,  covering  a  territory  of  five  miles  about  a  camp, 
consisted  of  the  city  of  Spartanburp,  South  Carolina,  of  about 
twenty  thousand  inhsbitants  in  nonual  times,  but  now  of  at 
least  double  that  number.  In  tlio  numerous  cotton-mill  vil- 
lages outside  the  city,  the  population  comprises  about  twenty- 
five  hundred.  There  were  a  few  farms  with  small  groups  of 
negro  laborers  and  tenants. 

Our  imit  was  part  of  the  U.  S.  Public  Health  Service.  The 
director  and  the  larger  part  of  the  unit  was  U.  S.  Public 
Health  Ser\*ico  personnel,  hut  we  know  nn  difference  save  that 
of  the  uniforms.    We  had  a  car  for  the  use  of  the  nurses. 

The  city  had  a  board  of  health,  a  full  time  director  of 
health  and  one  puhlif*  health  nurse  who  acteil  as  quarantine 
officer  and  clerk ;  she  investigated  cases  of  illness  and  gave 
instructive  care.  There  was  no  county  health  nfticer,  no  free 
hospital  beds  or  clinic  facilities.  A  local  physician  made 
charity  calls  on  a  fee  basis.  There  were  good  schools  with  an 
enrollment  of  about  four  thousand  children.  No  systematic 
medical  inspection  of  schools  was  being  done,  but  volunteer 
inspection  had  been  made.  No  follow-up  work  had  been 
unaertaken. 
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During  tJae  second  week  after  the  arrival  of  this  unit,  several 
cases  of  typhoid  fever  were  reported  in  nearby  cotton  villagea. 
The  Red  Cross  public  health  nurses  immediately  visited  the  eases 
and  gave  instructive  care.  The  sanitarians  investigate<l  the 
water  and  nulk  supply.  The  wnter  came  hirgely  from  shallow 
wells,  all  of  whieh  were  found  to  be  eontamiuated,  some  to  the 
extent  of  ninety-eight  per  cent  bacillus  ooli.  The  director 
of  the  unit  immediately  eloaed  tlie  mttat  dangerous  wells  and 
initiated  other  forms  of  health  protei'tiou,  with  such  success 
that  neighlK)ring  villages  also  having  typhoid  cases,  askod  for 
similar  service. 

How  eflFective  the  tmit  was  is  shown  in  the  nurse's  short  state- 
ment of  accomplishment: 

Before  we  had  been  in  the  field  two  months,  we  had  as  oui 
nursing  staff  the  supervising  nurse  and  assistant,  paid  by  the 
Bed  Cross;  a  school  nurse,  paid  by  the  U.  S.  Public  Health 
Service;  and  the  city  health  department  nurse.  This  co- 
ordinateH  all  the  uurying  service  in  this  zone.  We  organized 
A  council  of  social  agencies  and  had  regular  monthly  meet- 
ings. Mary  E.  Lci»t,  suix^rvisiiig  nurse  for  the  U.  S.  Public 
Health  Service,  suggested  rules  which  were  approved  by  our 
medical  director. 

Often  the  work  was  of  the  most  primitive  type.     Mary    ' 
Pritchard  (Poli-clinic,  Chicago)  wTote  in  the  Military  Number 
of  the  Journal,  the  following  account  of  her  work  in  the  canton- 
ment zone  at  Charlotte,  North  Carolina: 

When  I  came  here  on  short  notice  six  months  ago,  1  had 
visions  of  Hoin^  jrenoral  visiting  nursing.  V\H)n  arrival  they  ' 
informed  me  that  I  was  to  do  tulterculosis  work.  The  ono 
visiting  nurse  in  town,  who  was  supported  by  the  churche?. 
gave  care  to  bedrid<len  cases  when  she  had  time.  An  indus- 
trial nurse  looked  after  insured  cases.  1  liad  to  cover  a  city 
of  fifty-Gve  thonsnnd  inhabitants,  besides  tlie  mill  villagcct. 
We  often  walked  ten  and  twelve  blocks  at  a  stretch  to  make  a 
call.  Outside  the  heart  of  the  city  some  of  the  districts  do 
not  know  what  a  sidewalk  or  a  bit  of  pavement  is;  the  soil  is 
red,  sticky  clay.  Snow,  rain  and  mud  makes  you  stick  and 
slip  and  siuk  over  your  rubbers,  ford  creeks,  climb  up  embank- 
ments and  hurdle  ditches. 

The   population    incladcd   mill-hands,    foreign    and    native, 
white  and  colored.     Miss  Pritcbard's  report  continued 
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The  colored  districts  have  email  separate  houses  or  cabins, 
usually  old  and  dilapidated.  About  half  of  these  have  no 
Bewer  connections  and  those  which  have  are  very  poorly 
equipped  with  the  outj?ide  tluab  toilets,  so  often  out  of  order. 
The  only  means  of  heating  in  mo.st  canen  i.s  Uie  old-time  Hre- 
place.  .  .  .  When  a  nurse  wants  hot  water,  all  she  has  to  do  is 
to  set  a  pan  of  water  into  the  fireplace. 

The  mill  houses  Ufjually  have  four  or  five  rooms;  they  are 
better  constructed  and  kept  up  than  the  houses  built  to  rent, 
but  are  terribly  cold  in  winter.  Only  one  of  the  eleven  mill 
villages  has  sewer  connections.  Two  mills  have  put  in  aseptic 
tanks  for  the  outside  toilets;  the  others  will  be  compelled  to 
do  so  this  spring  on  account  of  the  camp  being  here.  We  have 
the  problem  of  the  lodger,  both  male  and  female,  in  the  mil) 
homes  as  well  as  among  the  colored  people. 

Miss  Pritchard  described  some  of  the  difficulties  under  wbicb 
the  unit  set  to  work ; 


I  first  called  upon  the  local  physicians.  Three  had  their 
oflice  girls  inquire  very  carefully  if  I  were  soliciting  funds  for 
the  Red  Cross  before  they  would  consent  to  see  me. 

Most  of  them  thought  that  there  was  a  great  deal  of  tuber- 
rulot'is  here  which  was  only  being  re^icbed  by  the  physicmns 
after  the  hopeful  stage  was  past.  The  state  sanatorium  had 
such  a  long  waiting  list  that  such  patients  as  would  consent  to 
go  so  far  away  from  home  usually  die<I  before  there  was  a  bwl 
for  them.  As  there  was  no  system  of  follow-up  work,  home 
care  had  proven  very  unBatisfat:tor)'.  Tlie  colored  physicians 
were  deeply  interested,  speaking  especially  of  the  problem  of 
house  infection.  One  tuberculous  family  would  move  out  and 
a  healthy   one  move   in   only   to  become  infected,  and   this 

firoeess  would  be  repeated  over  and  over.  Susceptibility,  poor 
iving  conditions  and  tlie  fact  that  patients  were  so  loath  to 
admit  that  they  had  tlu'  disease,  as  it  kept  them  from  getting 
employment,  matle  their  work  most  discouraging. 

A  young  negro  man  came  to  the  dispensary  about  three 
jks  ago,  referred  by  his  doctor  for  a  diagnosis.  He  prove^l 
be  an  open  case  of  tuberrulosis  and  seemed  intelligent  and 
cooperative.  I  told  his  mother  what  liis  trouble  was  and  made 
quite  satisfactory  sleeping  arrangements  for  him.  On  my 
next  visit,  the  old  lady  informed  me  that  she  never  heard  of 
aneh  foolishness  and  she  was  going  to  take  her  tmby  (who  is 
twenty-six)  and  move  away  from  here;  he  only  had  a  cold  and 
1  "needn't  ter  come  interrogatin'  round  dar  any  morel'* 
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Contact  between  carriers  of  commuuifable  diseaflca  nnd  the 
soldiers  in  nearby  eautonxneuts  was  often  direct  Alias  PritcLard 
wrote: 

This  work,  done  primarily  to  prot*^ct  the  troops,  has  brought 
out  some  interesting  facts.  Two  colored  women  came  to  the 
dispensary,  one  an  old  lady  going  blind  nnd  the  other  with  a 
cough  of  long  standing.  One  was  fuund  to  be  syphilitic  ami 
the  other  an  open  v&^e  of  tuberculosis.  Both  had  been  doinir 
soldiers*  Matching.  In  another  squalid  liome  I  found  the 
mother  of  two  tuberculous  chihlreu  ironing  the  soldiers 
clothes  nnd  putting  them  ou  a  lilthy  bed. 

1  was  also  assigned  to  the  venereal  clinic,  maintained  by  th 
U.  S.  Public  Health  Service.  Two  physicians  of  this  service 
are  in  ntteadance.  A  nurse,  formerly  connected  with  the 
medical  social  service  department  of  a  large  city  hospital, 
was  assigned  by  the  Ked  Cross  to  do  dispensary  and  '*follow- 
up*'  work.  A  male  nurse  assists  in  the  clinic.  It  is  estimated 
that  forty  per  cent  of  the  colored  people,  who  comprise  on 
third  of  the  population  here,  have  veuereal  infection;  the  pe; 
centoge  is  almost  equally  high  among  the  whites. 


Emily  C.  SnivQly  (W.  C.  A.  Hospital,  now  Jennie  Edmonson 
^lemorial  Hospital,  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa),  sujiervising  nurs 
of  the  Red  Cross  Sanitary  Unit  No.  5,  wrote  in  the  Militar 
Number  of  the  Journal: 


1 


When  necessity  demands,  as  it  did  in  our  extra-cantonment 
zone  when  a  typhoid  epidemic  was  raging,  the  I'.  S,  I'ublic 
Health  Service  or  the  American  Red  Cross  scruls  a  laboratory 
car  all  equipped  to  take  cure  of  all  bacteriological  work  until 
the  local  laboratory  can  be  established. 

The  laboratory  test  is  the  only  positive  proof  of  diphtheria.^H 
.  .  .  The  taking  of  throat  nnd  nose  cultures  by  the  nurse  is  9^U 
very  iniportfltit  part  of  her  w(trk.  both  in  diphtheria  and  ^^ 
meningitis.  The  actual  knowledge  that  is  obtained  in  regard  ^j 
to  milk  is  invaluable.  Samples  of  milk  are  collected  regularlf^H 
from  the  local  dairymen  while  on  their  routes  and  systematic^^ 
examination  is  made  in  the  laboratory  to  determine  tlie  chemi- 
cal and  bacteriological  contents  and  value  for  infant  feeding.^J 
Kxamination  is  also  made  to  detect  any  adulteration.  preserva-^| 
tivcfl  or  coloring  matter,  which  are  so  detrimental  to  the  ^* 
health  and  life  of  innocent  babies.  .  .  .  It  did  not  take  long  to 
convict  a  man  for  adding  formaldehyde  to  his  milk,  when  the, 
baby  of  the  chief  of  police  was  ill  from  that  cause.  May  the: 
day  be  hastened  when  those  who  are  in  power  will  be  aai 
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interested  in  protecting  the  babies  of  the  unknown  mother  and 
father  as  they  are  their  own  ! 

The  analysis  of  specimens  in  the  lahoratorj  car,  which  led 
to  the  diagnosis  of  venereal  disease,  was  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant phases  of  extra-cantomneut  zone  work  of  this  type. 
Miss  Snively  wrote: 

In  the  sanitar}'  zone,  liquor,  vice  and  disease  are  the  three 
foes  which  are  fought.  The  liquor  proijleni  is  handled  by  the 
police,  but  vice  by  lH»tb  iHVlite  niul  hralth  (le|iartrnent».  Any 
prostitute  can  be  taken  by  the  police  to  the  health  officer  .  .  . 
and  in  a  very  short  time  it  is  known  poi^itively  whether  that 
girl  is  diseased.  If  [the  reaction  isj  negative,  she  is  released; 
if  positive,  she  is  put  away  so  as  to  satepinrd  the  soldier.  The 
farm  adjoius  our  city,  so  the  deputy  state  lipaltli  officer  .  .  . 
defines  the  farm  as  the  place  of  isolation.  Meilical  treatment 
is  given  and  no  one  is  released  until  three  smears  are  taken 
which  prove  negative.  A  splendid  woman  is  superintendent 
of  tliis  farm  and  these  girls  are  surrounded  with  such  good 
wiiolesomc  environment' that  many  have  more  home  life  than 
they  have  had  for  years. 

When  the  War  Council  of  the  American  Red  Cross  went  out 
ttf  ofhce  in  Fohruary,  IHly,  its  cliniruian  published  a  report 
giving  in  statistical  form  the  tinaiices  and  accomplishments  of 
tbe  society  during  the  period  wlien  it  was  operated  by  this 
body,  May  10,  1017  to  February  28,  liMJ).  This  rejxirt  states 
that  Red  Cross  public  health  nurses  assigned  to  sanitary  zones 
paid  a  total  of  34:J,943  nursing  visits.  The  number  of  new 
patienta  visited  were  53,018;  the  nursing  visits  were  90,C02; 
the  instructive  visits  were  104,818 ;  tbe  school  visits  were  21,004 

d  tbe  "follow-up'*  visits  were  73,811.  In  the  field  of  seh(X>l 
ical  inspection,  inspection  work  was  done  in  5(i2  schools; 
229,030  children  were  examined;  81,083  children  were  found 
to  be  defective  and  4381)  corrections  were  reported  to  have  been 
made. 

Public  health  nurses  in  extra-cantonment  Kones  rendered 
yeoman  service  in  the  pundemic^  of  Sjmnish  Influenza  which 
swept  the  ernintry  during  the  autumn  and  winter  of  1018-1019. 
Rupert-  Blue,  then  Siir^-on  General  of  the  U.  S.  Public  Health 
Service,  cited  several  heroic  examples; 

At  Muscle  Shoals  Sanitary  District,  on  the  night  of  Octo- 
2,  a  Ked  Cross  public  health  nurse,  assisted  by  two  en- 


};& 
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\,  wtemted  mad  cand  far  on*  kmdrBd  mad  tkattj- 
patKSiU,  awoBg  wIkmb  thm  vs«  onlj  ant  Jctth  in  tluve 
Ib  UKiUirr  inrtum  s  pablir  health  nvree  vorkcd  for 
eight  boon,  tho«i|:h  herself  il]«  sad  after  6r^  hoor^^ 
ntuinpd  to  dotjr.    In  rtill  ABothcr  iovtuice,  a  psblac 
want  va»  o«  dvtj  fortr-cight  hvaia  with  011I5  tvo 
ileep.    Thk  ataie  none  paid  nme  hondnd  Tvita  is 
Alamna,  in  the  period  of  one  week. 


Within  mQiUry  faounda,  the  situation  was  eqnallv 
Cboditiooa  at  Camp  Bodge,  as  reported  bv  the  Red  Crooa 
Director,  Departmcut  of  Militant'  Relief,  were  tvpicml  of 
cantoaments.    On  Septeaiber  2U^  tbe  total  Dumber  of  patients 
the  baae  hospital  was   1^64,  with  245  nurses  on   dnrr.     On 
October  10,  there  were  7863  patients^  with  seren  deaths  and 
443  minea  on  dnt^.     Six  days  inter  51H»f>  patienu  had  been 
adttHted,  56  bad  died  and  59.%  nurses  were  on  dntr.    An  increase 
of  ODe  fanndred  and  tifty  per  cent  in  the  cantonment  nursing 
staff  waa  significant  of  the  great  activity  on  the  part  of  the 
Red  Croaa  m  securing  nurse?  for  such  service  at  a  time  when 
tbe  Army  waa  also  endeavoring  throu^  Red  Cross  effort  to 
aeod  overseas  one  thousand  nurses  a  weelc     The  nurses  were 
mobilized  for  Camp  Dodge  through  a  nurses*  registry  in  Des 
Moines  and  were  brought  out  to  the  camp  in  %'ehicles  of  the 
Bed  Cmm  Motor  Corps.      They  were  housed   in   the  nursea' 
dormitorit*«  and  in  the  Reil  Cross  recreation  house. 

Many  of  these  nurses  had  been  sent  from  the  Department 
of    Nursing    at    Red    Cross    Central    Division    beadquarte 
Chicago.     Mias  Ahrens  described  the  ejiodus:  "At  a  few  ho 
notice,  one  tbftusand  ntirses,  old  ones,  young  ones,  Red  O 
nurses  and   nurses  not  enrolled,   nurses  available   for  servi 
later  on  and  nurses  who  would  never  be  eligible  for  permanent 
enrolhnent,  packed  their  kits,  boarded  the  trains  and  proceede^y 
like  soldiers  to  the  canips.**  ^H 

The  official  sunimarv  prepared  by  Colonel  Leonard  P.  Ayrcs, 
chief  of  the   Statistics   Branch,  General   »Statf,   U.   S.    Army 
ftated  tliut  '^thc  hospital  capacity  in  this  country   (112,3 
beds)  was  exceeded  only  during  the  influenza  epidemic,  when 
became    m-cftssarv    to    lake    over    barracks    for    hospital    pu 
poses."*      The   fact   that   four  deaths   per   thousand   soldiers 
occurred  each  week  in  the  United  Slates  during  October  a: 

•"T)io  War  with  Ocmuny/'  pp.  120-130. 
•ibid,,  p.  120. 
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November,  1918,  shows  the  virulence  of  the  disease.    This  loss 
of  life  was,  indeed,  a  tragic  accr^mpauinient  of  war. 

An  interesting  experiment  in  the  assigiunent  of  colored 
nurses  to  a  military  cantonment  hospital  was  developed  at 
Camp  Sherman,  Ohio,  duriuji;  tlie  intlueuza  epidemic.  The 
question  of  utilization  of  colored  nurses  had  Ijccu  th(f  cause  of 
ptaloilged  discussion  between  the  Surgeon  Geuerurs  office  and 
the  American  Red  Cross.  At  a  meeting  of  tlie  National  Com- 
mittee on  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service,  held  in  Continental 
Memorial  Hall  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution 
on  December  5,  li»ll,  the  following  action  was  taken  regard- 
ing the  enrollment  of  colored  nurses: 

The  question  of  the  enrollment  of  colored  nurses  was  dis- 
cussed at  length  and  in  the  meantime  a  cunference  had  been 
held  with  tlie  Surgeon  General  in  regard  to  the  appointment 
of  colored  nurses  as  members  of  the  Army  Nurse  Corps, 
Owing  to  the  impossihility  of  securing  proper  quarters  for 
them,  it  has  never  been  the  poliry  of  the  Surgeon  General's 
oQiee  to  consider  the  appointment  of  colored  nurses. 

rln  view  of  this  fact  it  was  moved  by  Mrs.  Draper  and 
seconded  that  for  the  present,  at  least,  colored  nurses  should 
not  be  enrolled  for  service  under  the  Red  Cross.  The  motion 
was  («.rried/ 
The  Minutes  of  the  National  Committee  on  Red  Cross  Nurs- 
ing Service  for  a  meeting  held  June  I**,  1917,  recorded  a  mo- 
lion  made  and  carrie<l  which  approved  *'a  plan  for  the  utiliza- 
tion of  colored  nurses  in  connection  with  base  hospitals,  if  such 
were  organized  for  colored  troops  alone.''  This  plan  was  modi- 
fied at  the  next  meeting  of  the  NatiomU  C<jimuittee,  held  on 
June  20,  1917: 

The  chairman  stated:  The  next  question  is  the  assign- 
ment of  colored  nurses  to  duty.  The  un<lerstanding  was  that 
we  should  not  open  a  general  enrollment  for  colored  nursea, 
but  if  the  Surgeon  General  finds  a  way  to  use  them  (as  seems 
possible  in  Iowa)  we  will  enroll  them  for  that  special  service, 
securing  colored  nurses  as  they  may  he  needed,  to  go  out  in  the 
uniform  of  the  Ked  Cross  nurse  and  to  be  given  tlie  Red  Cross 
badge.  It  was  not  a  general  enrollment,  but  when  enrolled 
they  would  he  on  the  same  footing  u[M)n  assignment  to  duty  as 
were  other  nurjses. 

inut«ft  of   llie   National   Cumuitti'e  on    Red    Crosa    Nursing   Service, 
I.  pp.  4&-47. 
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After  some  general  diwussion,  the  resolution  in  regard  to 
colored  nurses,  oifenMl  at  the  meeting  on  June  16,  was  chango<l 
by  the  inbertioii  of  the  words:  "Wherever  there  i8  opportunity 
for  aasignmejit  of  colored  uur^'es  for  duty,  they  be  enrolled  fo 
that  service  and  assigned  to  that  duly."     Motion  carried. 


m 


On  December  18,  1917,  Miss  Delano  asked  Miss  Thompson 
repunlin^  the  prolmbility  of  the  Siirger>n  General  iiRfli|2^iing 
cclort^d  nuraea  to  duty.  Misa  Thompson  replied  the  following 
day  that  there  was  no  imnie<iiate  prospect  of  calling  upon  them, 
but  she  atated  that  slic  tbought  it  would  be  advisable  to  enroll 
them  **wit,h  the  understanding,  however,  that  their  assign-^ 
ment  is  an  uncertain  proposition."  ^jM 

During  the  influonzu  epidemic,  the  base  hospital  at  Camp  " 
Sherman,  Ohio,  asked  the  Local  I^?d  Cross  Chapter  on  Octo- 
ber 10  to  supply  it  with  additional  nurses.  Among  those  re- 
sponding to  the  call  was  a  registered  colored  nurse  whose  serv- 
ices were  refused.  Catherine  L.  Leary,  then  chief  nurse  at 
Camp  Sherman,  wrote  November  21,  1918,  to  Miss  Thompson, 
giving  the  reason  for  this  refusal: 

The  evening  this  colored  nurse  arrived  at  Camp  Sherman 
for  duty,  the  rcspontje  to  the  appeal  tlirough  the  Ked  Cross 
had  been  acted  ui>on  so  qnickiy  that  wv  lunl  many  nurses  at 
the  time.  I  therefore  had  to  refuse  a  luiinber  that  day,  ^raong 
whom  was  tliis  attractive  and  intelligent  young  colored 
woman. 

She  seemed  much  disappointed  after  having  come  all  the 
way  from  Columbus.  1  offered  her  a  bed  for  the  night,  which 
she  accepted  and  later  refused,  deciding  to  return  to  Columbu» 
as  her  pervices  were  not  needed.  I  felt  very  sorry  that  she 
should  have  to  go  away  disappointed,  so  I  paid  her  fare  to  and 
from  Columbus  to  the  camp,  telling  her  that  when  our  quar- 
ters for  colored  nurses  were  ready,  we  would  be  glad  to  nave 
her  when  we  needed  her  sernces.  ^^ 

All  emergency  detachment  consisting  of  nine  colored  nurses      i 
from   Frcedmau's   Hospital,   Washington,   D.   C,   and   of  one 
nurse  from  Buttle  Creek.  Michigan,  was  assigned  during  tbo 
early  part  of  December  to  Camp  Sbeniuui.     Aileen  B.  Cole, 
reserve  nurse*,  wrote  iHHvmlx'r  *i  of  their  rcoeptiou: 

We  first  interviewed  the  chief  nurse,  who  received  us  very 
cordially.     We  then  visited  the  colored  hostess  house.     Dr. 


THE  EUROPEAN  WAR 


407 


Amanda  Gray,  of  Washington,  who  is  rhief  hoetess  there 
intmduccfl  us  to  the  pieste.  We  also  attended  the  colored 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  perviees  that  evening  and  it  warmed  our  hearts 
to  see  how  thoroughly  glad  those  boys  were  to  have  us  with 
them  and  to  hear  tliein  clioer  I 

We  are  accepting  conditions  exactly  as  we  find  tliem.  We 
have  met  with  individual  prejudice,  hnt,  generally  speaking, 
every  one  so  far  has  been  exceedingly  kiiid. 

Clara  A.  Rollina,  reserve  nurse,  described  their  quarters: 

Each  nurse  has  her  own  room  and  everything  to  make  her 
feel  at  home.  Out  living  room  is  to  have  a  piano,  Victrola, 
desks,  chairs  and  many  other  comforts  to  break  the  monotony 
of  camp  life. 

The  work  is  very  interesting.  Our  boys  are  in  the  same 
wards  with  the  white  soldiers.  Memhers  of  our  unit  have 
been  as.signed  to  the  accident  nnd  wounded  from  overseas 
ward  ;  surgical,  car.  nose  and  throat  ward  ;  the  pwychiatric;  the 
observation  and  contagious  wards;  and  medical  wards  of 
various  types.  MiHS  Ball  is  the  only  matfsewie  in  the  hospital 
and  they  were  very  glad  indeed  to  have  her. 

ilarv  M.  Rolx^rts,  chief  nurse  of  Camp  Sherman  at  the 
time  when  the  detachment  of  colored  nurses  was  ordered  there, 
wrote; 


Clara  A.  Rollins  I  hope  I  shall  never  forget,  because  of  her 
splendidly  cooperative  spirit  shown  throughout  her  service  at 
Sherman.  No  matter  whut  problem  arose  in  regard  to  the 
colored  group,  I  could  always  depend  on  Miss  KolJins  to  think 
the  matter  through  with  me  and  to  cooperate  with  auy  solution 
I  might  have  to  offer.  She  was  so  well  loved  by  tlie  Ix)y8  in  a 
surgical  ward  that  I  never  changed  her  from  her  first  position. 
I  recall  one  amusing  instance  which  occurred  when  a  change 
of  personnel  in  the  ward  seemed  logical  and  imminent.  A 
request,  signed  by  every  man  in  the  ward,  was  sent  to  my 
office  begging  that  Miss  Ifollins  he  not  taken  from  them.  The 
boys  always  called  her  "the  Majt»r"  aiid  the  day  before  she 
left  camp  they  had  a  special  cerenioii)'  and  made  her  a  "Lieu- 
tenant Colonel."  As  I  recall  that  group  of  patients,  there 
were  very  few  colored  men  in  it. 

Of  the  living  conditions  and  social  life  of  the  colored  nurses, 
Mine  Roberts  wrote: 
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They  ha«l  their  own  qunrtprs  with  its  dining  room  and 
kitchen.  We  very  early  made  connection  with  the  colored 
"'Y"  in  camp  and  such  other  arrangements  ae  we  could  for  a 
rea^onahly  noriiml  sncial  life.  After  their  conference  with 
me,  they  a^Teed  that  they  would  not  expect  to  share  in  the 
social  activities  of  the  white  nurses.  It  was  to  he  understood 
that  they  were  most  welcome  at  all  the  "program"  affairs.  We 
were  careful  to  reserve  the  Hed  Cross  recreation  hut  for  their 
use  occasionally,  as  we  reserved  it  for  other  groups  for  8]>ecial 
occasions  such  as  parties  given  by  the  aides,  the  students  or 
the  graduate  nurses. 

Of  the  value  of  the  work  rendered  by  the  unit  ae  a  whole, 
Miss  Roberts  wrote: 

I  do  not  mind  saying  that  I  was  quite  sure,  when  orders 
came  for  the  colored  group,  that  I  was  al>out  to  meet  my 
Waterloo,  My  feeling  now  in  that  it  was  a  vahiahle  experience 
for  them  and  for  me.  They  really  were  a  credit  to  their  race, 
for  they  did  valuable  service  for  our  patients  and  it  was  a 
service  that  the  patients  appreciated.  I  now  find  myHf 
deeply  interested  in  the  problems  of  all  colored  nurses  and 
believe  in  p:iving  them  such  ap})ortunities  as  they  can  grasp  for 
advancement.  .  .  , 

Tlio  War  Dopnrtnicrit  reported  that  the  senuccB  nf  seven 
members  of  this  detacbrueut  nf  colored  unr8*»H  were  satisfac- 
tory in  every  respect  Two  were  recorded  as  "Grade  2."  This 
was  Inglily  creditable  in  view  of  the  fact  that  tlie  detachment 
was  the  first  one  of  cidorcd  nnrsca  in  the  service. 

A  second  detachment  nf  colored  nurses  was  organized  and 
assigned  early  in  December,  11)18,  to  service  at  Camp  Grant. 
Of  this  group,  Anne  Williamson,  then  chief  nurse  of  Camp 
Grant,  wrote: 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  li)18,  our  commanding 
officer.  Colonel  H.  C.  Michie,  received  definite  information 
that  we  were  to  have  a  contingent  of  ctdored  nurses  at  Camp 
Grant.  Action  to  conrtmct  quarters  for  their  acconrunodatiou 
was  immediately  taken  and  by  the  time  that  nurses  arrived 
their  home  of  about  twenty  rooms  was  in  readiness. 

A  colored  cook  and  a  maid  were  assigned  to  this  group. 
One  nurse  was  apiminted  h()usektM»pcr,  ordered  supplies, 
planned  the  meaU  and  under  the  direction  of  the  chief  nurse 
conducted  the  household  affairs. 
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The  first  nurse  reported  for  duty  December  3,  1918,  and 
■within  a  few  days  about  thirt*'en  iiutsph  had  arrived.  Several 
of  the  nurses  were  from  the  Linioln  Hospital,  New  York  City, 
one  from  the  Freedman's  Hospital,  Wasiiington,  D.  C,  and 
several  from  Provideuee  Hospital,  Chicago. 

Since  the  white  and  colored  patients  were  not  assigned  to 
separate  wards,  these  nurses  were  asfiigned  to  the  general 
wards  under  the  direction  of  the  head  nurse.  They  were 
serious-minded,  quiet,  business-like  young-  women,  well  quali- 
fied to  take  charge  of  wards,  had  our  colored  patients  been 
segregated.  For  a  time,  colored  troops  were  stationed  at 
Camp  (Irant  and  the  nnrpps  had  opportunity  for  quite  a  bit  of 
social  life.  They  gave  i*everal  dinners  and  dunces,  entertain- 
ing the  officers  from  the  troops  mentioned.  I  iielieve  that  one 
Qurse  subsequently  married  an  otiicer  whom  she  had  met  at  the 
camp. 

Colored  nurses  served  with  distinction  during  tlie  influenza 
epidemic  at  Camp  Sevier,  South  Carolina.  Sayres  L.  Milli- 
ken,  who  was  at  the  time  chief  nurse  at  Camp  Sevier,  wrote: 

At  the  peak  of  the  influenza  epidemic  at  Camp  Sevier, 
South  Carolina,  about  fifty  per  cent  of  the  nurses  were  off 
duty,  sick,  and  the  hospital  contained  about  3000  patients. 
It  became  necessary  to  employ  locally  every  nurse  who  could 
be  secured.  A  medical  officer  on  duty  at  Cnmp  Sevier  who 
was  from  tliat  section  of  tho  I'onntry  said  thiit  there  were 
several  goo(\  c-olored  nurses  who  could  be  secured  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  Spartanburg,  South  Carolina.  The  idea  of  securing  the 
rrvices  (»f  (-olorcd   nurses   did    not  immediately   meet   with 

ithusiasm,  as  fully  seventy-five  per  cent  of  the  nurses  were 
women  of  Southern  birth  and  had  very  positive  objections  to 
working  with  colored  nurses.  The  need  was  so  imperative  that 
it  was  decided  to  employ  them,  furnishing  them  quarters  and 
a  mesa  separate  from  the  white  nurses. 

About  twelve  reported  for  duty.  They  were  assigned  to  the 
wards  in  the  hospital  in  subordinate  positions  and  with  the 
exception  of  one  or  two  who  were  not  young  enough  to  adapt 
themselves  to  the  trying  conditions  under  which  every  one  was 
working,  these  young  women  were  found  to  be  well-trained, 
quiet  and  dignified,  and  there  was  never  at  any  time  evidence 
of  friction  between  the  white  and  colored  nurses.  They  served 
for  a  period  of  possibly  tliree  weeks.  ...  1  should  say  that, 
although  these  nurses  had  no  opportunity  to  display  executive 
ability,  they  did  and  can  fill  a  valuable  place  in  tlie  nuraing 
profession. 
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Foiir  types  of  asaignment  characterized  war  nursing  service 
in  the  United  States.  At  the  base  of  the  military  pyramid  were 
the  barrack  wards  of  the  cantonments  whore  the  recruits  of 
the  Selective  Draft  were  trained.  The  National  Guard  did 
not  need  so  thorough  a  schooling,  military  theorists  argued, 
and  it  was  housed  under  canvas.  Sometimes  a  nurse  found 
herself  in  the  shining  tiled  corridors  of  Walter  Ueed  or  Letter- 
man  U.  S.  Army  General  Base  Hospitals,  permanent  estab- 
lishments of  the  Regular  Army,  Fortunate  indeed  was  the 
nurse  whose  orders  took  her  to  an  embarkation  encampment  I 
Stella  Godard,  reserve  nurse,  w^rote  in  August,  1918,  from 
Camp  Stuart,  Newport  News,  Virgina; 

After  the  preliminary  bueine&s  of  arrival  and  reporting  my- 
self to  the  chief  nurse,  I  was  taken  over  to  a  long  barrack-like 
building  and  found  a  bed  aUottod  to  nic  in  a  dormitory  with 
about  fifty  other  nurses.  1  mui?t  ailniit  that  this,  for  a  first 
impression,  was  rather  flaunting.  The  pi  see  was  littered 
from  end  to  end  with  i-lothes,  trunks  and  grips.  Even  the 
beds  themselves  were  occupied,  some  by  night  nurees  trying  to 
sleep,  others  by  day  nurses,  reading,  writing,  sewing  and 
resting.  I  could  see  no  possibility  of  the  faintest  trace  of 
privacy  for  the  undressing  atid  the  dressing  hour.  Neither 
was  there  any  and  later  I  learned  there  was  no  water  for  anv 
purpose  nearer  than  the  main  liuildiiig.  AVe  had  rough 
wooden  shelves  to  put  our  Ihin^rs  on  and  a  few  nails  on  whieii 
to  hang  our  clothes.  To  get  a  bath  we  had  to  walk  outside  to 
the  main  building,  two  blocks  away.  At  all  times  of  the  day, 
nurses  were  to  be  met  d  la  negligee  ])u8i^ing  to  and  from 
tlieir  ablutions.  When  it  stormed,  the  rain  leaked  down  upon 
us  from  the  roof;  when  it  blow,  the  sand  whirled  in  and  almost 
burie<l  us,  and  the  flies  were  a  verituhle  plague. 

But  all  this  was,  I  am  glad  to  say,  only  temi>orary  dis- 
comfort, for  now  we  have  verj'  nice  quarters,  all  brand  new 
and  clean.  I  often  look  back  and  laugh  to  think  of  my 
chagrin  and  realize  tliat  it  wbk  not  so  bad  as  it  seemed  after, 
all.  1 


Here  in  Hampton  Roads  were  the  shifting  stgbta  and  sounds 
of  maritime  traflic.     Miss  Godard  wrote:  ^J 

The  hoiipital  wards  are  built  facing  the  fine  water  front. 
Both  day  und  nipht  its  ever-changing  beauty  refreslies  and 
charms  one.  During  the  day,  we  see  the  ships  that  come  and 
go  to  and  from  the  bus^y  ports  around  here.     Transpoi 
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battleships,  coaling  vegsels  and  innumerable  other  craft  lie  at 
Hampton  Kouds,  a  great  air  of  indomitable  purpose  and  mys- 
tery surrounding  them.  Then  wlieu  night  falls,  BtillnesB 
fomes  over  the  water  and  the  long  road  of  silver  light  made 
by  the  moon  ghimmers  up  to  meet  the  stars.  Then,  too,  there 
are  the  little  birds  that  live  in  the  reeds  and  long  grasses  by 
the  water's  e<lge,  that  all  night  long  make  weird,  restless  little 
noises,  neither  a  mng  nor  a  call,  but  a  sound  that  fills  one  with 
inexplicable  longings. 

The  romance  of  war,  now  doubly  potent  because  of  the  ne- 
cessity for  absolute  8cerc<'y,  enveloped  the  constant  movement 
of  the  troops.     Miss  Godard  wrote: 

The  troops  are  continually  entering  and  leaving.  For  a 
few  days  the  camp  will  be  crowded  with  men  busy  about  their 
drills,  parades,  exercises,  a  continually  moving  mass. 

Several  times  I  have  tKtme  off  night  duty  to  see  a  regiment 
leaving  in  the  early  morning.  The  colonel  addressed  his  men 
in  a  few  brief  words,  poignant  with  pride,  hope  and  high 
courage.  The  emotion  which  he  would  have  hidden  was  evi- 
dent only  in  the  deep  vibration  of  his  voice.  He  saluted  his 
men,  his  officers,  then  stepped  up  to  the  head  of  his  regiment. 
The  band  struck  up,  the  order  rang  out  and  they  all  swung 
forward  with  brisk  tread,  enthusiasm  like  a  glory  shining  from 
their  faces. 

When  you  stepped  out  on  the  front  porch  that  morning,  you 
would  find  the  long  rows  of  barracks,  the  watt-r  front  and  the 
camp  streets  empty,  deserted  and  silent,  a  deathly  and  haunt- 
ing stillness  over  all,  where  only  a  few  hours  before  there  had 
been  movement  and  laughter,  song  and  banter,  the  playing  of 
bands  and  the  shrill  call  of  bugles.  From  two  hundred  to  two 
thousand  men  had  been  literally  spirited  away  during  the 
night  on  to  the  transports  and  it  will  be  many  a  long  day 
before  the  tramp,  tramp  of  tlicir  marching  feet  will  be  heard 
upon  this  camping  ground  again. 

By  noon,  however  the  vacated  barracks  and  parade  grounds 
would  be  filled  again.  At  the  main  gate  new  regiments  would 
come  marching  in,  fine  bodies  of  men,  neat  and  trim,  their 
overseas  caps  set  smartly  on  the  fiidcs  of  their  heads.  Follow- 
ing them  would  come  carts,  wagons,  trucks  laden  with  para- 
phernalia for  horses  and  men,  maguificcnt  and  Inspiring, 
soldiers  and  equipment  alike  the  best  America  has  to  of!er. 

Twelve  thousand,  seven  hundred  and  ninety-three  members 
of  the  Army  Nurse  Corps,  regulars  and  reserves,  served  in 
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military  cantonment  and  camp  hospitals  in  the  United  States 
during  the  Eiiriipoan  War.  A  certain  amount  of  gossip  was 
whispered  about  regarding  the  discomforts,  the  unreasoning 
discipline,  the  overwork,  the  monotoujy  and  the  loneliness  of 
this  branch  of  the  service.  In  sharp  contrast  to  the  few 
nurses  who  compluiued  bitterly  yet  humanly  of  their  assign- 
ment to  cantonment  duty,  there  were  many  who  looked  behind 
the  surface  annoyaucea  and  inconveniences  of  camp  life,  the 
tedium  of  nursing  accident  cases  and  minor  ailments  and  the 
lack  of  consideration  on  the  part  of  some  of  their  8up*.*rior 
officers  and  saw  the  real  meaning  of  cantonment  duty,  sensed 
its  tremendously  vital  part  in  the  war  plan  and  accepted  their 
assignment  like  tlu^  g(jod  soldiers  that  tliey  were.  This  sports- 
manlike and  altruistic  spirit  was  wrll  expressed  in  the  follow 
ing  letter  written  by  a  reserve  nurse: 


ii 


TJ.  S.  Army  Ba«e  Hospital, 

Camp ,  May  25,  19Ii 

And  so  the  summons  came  and  I  answered.     I  am  one  of 

the  one  hundred  and  forty-eight  nurses  at  Camp ,  an 

atom.  For  as  I  write,  there  march  l)Gfore  me  sixty  thousand 
fighting  men,  undaunted,  ready  and  supreme.  Here  we  stand 
together,  one  hundred  and  forty-eight  nurses  and  sixty  thou- 
sand of  the  youth  of  America. 

The  niimlKT  on  my  Re<l  Cross  pin  is  .     In  Ortober, 

1916,  happy  in  safo  nmliilions,  in  a  gay  loyalty  to  an  idea 
which  sprouts  in  cadets'  training.  I  enrolletl  in  the  Ameri^-an 
Red  Cross,    1  still  have  a  cirrular  letter,  dated  Mart-h  \A,  l'.)l&^_ 
It  is  an  appeal,  ahuost  a  prayer  to  suty-live  thousand  regift^H 
tered  nurses  of  our  nation.    It  asked  for  voluuteors. 

And  today  there  are  one  hundred  and  forty-eight  nurses  to 

sixty  thousand  men  in  Camp try*"S  ^^  accomplisl] 

the  work  of  twice  their  number  and  more.    Tomorrow  they 
journey  on  t!ic  great  iidveiiture  ami  their  footsteps  must 
followed  by  other  women  to  whom  the  war  means  more  thi 
knitting  socks  and  sweaters  and  using  wheat  substitutes. 

It  seems  to  me  that  this  titanic  military  struggle  has 
come  a  test  for  our  profession ;  a  test  <if  its  faith  in  sacrifice 
tcet  of  woman's  willingnesK  and  ability  to  share  hard^ihip: 
a  test  of  woman's  ri^ht  to  be  heard  in  the  councils  which  shall 
create  new  ideals  from  this  holocaust  of  war. 
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From  hospitals  and  fmm  private  homos,  from  camps  and 
from  cantomncnta,  AmeTienn  nui-srs  on  their  eager  way  to  for- 
eign service  wont  to  New  York  and  to  llol>oken,  the  embarka- 
fion  jx>rt  for  the  American  ExpeditiouHry  Forces.  From  fiierc 
they  sailed  when  tnuisj^ortatiou  could  be  aecnred. 

The  attitude  of  the  embarking  nurses  offered  an  interesting 
psychological  demonstration  of  the  value  and  effect  of  dis- 
ciplined training.  Nurses  are  tauglit  to  suppress  their  per- 
■onfll  reactions  and  emotions.  They  are  primarily  ministers 
to  others  in  time  of  crisis  and  suffering  and  it  is  not  for  them 
to  show  feelings  of  fear,  of  hysterical  sympathy,  even  of  joy, 
when  they  are  working  in  a  professional  capacity.  This  prin- 
ciple of  nursing  ethics  is  well  illustrated  by  an  incident  which 
«xrurred  during  a  recent  disaster.  The  mutilated  iKnlies  of 
the  dead  were  lying  in  an  improvised  morguCj  awaiting  identi- 
fii-atinn,  and  relatives  were  passing  down  the  line.  A  number 
of  Red  Cross  nurses  were  on  duty.  As  an  atteiulant  lifted  the 
sheet  which  coverc^d  a  body,  one  of  the  younger  inirses  grew 
:y  at  the  sight.  She  turned  to  the  nurse  in  charge  and 
*I  am  going  to  faint." 

The  older  woman  lenned  toward  her  and  whispered  sharply: 
"Don't  you  dare !  Other  people  have  a  right  to  faint  You 
haven't." 

The  young  nurse  bowed  her  head  for  a  moment,  pulled  her- 
self quickly  together  and  went  on  with  her  work- 

This  pnifessioTial  poise,  which  is  attained  only  through  dis- 
cipline and  experience,  ia  the  first  prerequisite  of  the  good 
nurse.  Under  it,  however,  must  lie  a  fountain-spring  of  s>Tn- 
pathy  and  altruism,  without  which  no  woman  could  stand  the 
sights  and  render  the  services  expected  of  mirses.  AVar 
touched  tliese  emotions  and  stirred  them  deeply,  but  the  dis- 
cipline of  training  led  nurses  to  cover  their  real  feelings  with 
a  crust  of  cool  unconcern.  They  accepted  tlio  details  of  embar- 
kation with  a  savolr  faire  which  some  observers  called  *'hard- 
boiled  indifference."  So  the  ten  thousand  nurses  went  down 
to  New  York,  donned  their  uniforms  and  boarded  the  trans- 
ports with  an  amazing  quietness  impossible  of  achievement 
had  not  the  nursi^s  tliemselves  willed,  by  force  of  their  training, 
to  go  quietly.  No  mere  orders  of  the  War  Department  could 
have  silenced  ten  thousand  women  and  have  made  them  go  to 
France  to  nurse  the  wounded  under  the  conditions  prevailing 
in  1917,  without  even  a  ripple  of  public  acolaim. 
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Emburkation  was  a  tedious,  a  bcwildcriug  and  a  somewbai 
disuppoiutiiig  t'XjxTit'Uci;  for  tbcso  luiraca,  ho  many  of  wbom 
had  {.'licrisht'd  sincu  girlhood  the  hope  of  uursiug  the  wounded 
in  war;  for  indeed  the  name  of  Florenoc  ^Nightingale  had  led 
more  women  into  schools  of  nursing  than  had  the  remuueratii 
phases  of  the  profession.  During  long  hours  of  nighc  duty 
city  hospital  wards  and  later  iu  isolated  cantonment  ba£ 
nurses  had  lived  iu  autieipatiou  again  and  again  the  day  when 
they  should  at  last  set  out  for  war  service.  Stories  of  physical 
hardsliips  and  exhausting  work,  stories  told  by  American 
nurses  who  had  served  ou  the  Western  Front  during  the  early 
days  of  the  war,  rumors  of  submarine  attacks  and  veiled  sugj^H 
gostious  which  w^ere  circulated  in  11)17  of  atrocities  committed^^ 
ou  ijurses,  did  not  help  to  dispel  any  natural  apprehensions 
which  these  women  niight  have  felt  when  cmbarkiug  upon  a 
service  as  precaritius  as  war  nursing.  For  most  of  them  the 
old  life,  the  old  sheltered  life  within  hospital  walls,  ended  once 
and  fur  all  time.  The  Great  Adventure^  long-anticipated,  had 
begun,  but  like  all  ex]x;riences  which  have  been  lived  many 
times  in  anticipation,  the  actual  goiug^out,  thougji  pictur- 
esque cuough  in  itself,  was  less  colorful,  less  dramatic  thaa 
had  been  their  conception  of  it. 

The  tirst  contingents  of  the  Americiiu  Array  to  sail  for  E 
rope  in  May,  1017,  were  the  six  American  Red  Cross  base  hos- 
pitals which  General  Gorgas  assigned  to  the  British  Expedi- 
tionary Forces.  The  embarkation  of  the  tirst  two  units  was 
BO  hurried  that  the  nurses  were  not  even  allowed  to  wait  in 
New  York  until  the  newly-adopted  Red  Cross  outdoor  unifomuj^l 
could  be  completed.  They  sailed  instead  in  civilian  attire^^^ 
having  received  only  such  articles  of  equipment  as  were  then 
immediateh'  available  in  Red  Cross  storerooms. 

United  States  Army  Base  Hospital  No.  4  (Lakeside)  which 
had  had  a  trial  mobilization  in  Fairmont  Park,  Philadelphia, 
iu  the  fall  of  11)10,  was  rcmobilized  iu  Cleveland,  Ohio,  thirty     , 
days  after  the  United  States  declared  war,  for  immediate  scnr^H 
ice  overseas.     Grace  Allison,  chief  nurse,  described  the  sailing 
of  the  unit: 

Sixty-two  nurses  from  various  parts  of  the  United  Stat 
•sseniblod  on  May  0  with  the  general  unit  at  Cleveland  ani 
entrained   for  an   unknown   destination.     Arriving  in   N 
York,    we    were    quietly    transferred    to    the    Cuuard    line 
Orduna,     Here  Miss  Noyes  distributed  our  capes,  caps  aui 
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other  equipment.  Miss  Nutting,  Mrs.  Helen  Hartley  Jenkins, 
Mrs.  Draper,  Mr.  Samuel  Mather,  preflideut  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  the  Lakeside  Hospital  and  many  others  bade  us 
Godspeei]  before  ropes  were  looseued  May  8  and  we  moved 
do^ii  the  harbor. 

United  States  Army  Base  Ilospiial  Ko.  5,  of  Peter  Bent 
Brigham,  Boston,  Massachusetts,  sailed  on  May  11  without 
the  serge  dress,  ulster  and  velour  hut  which  had  just  been 
standardized  as  the  outdoor  uniform  for  reserve  nurses  of 
Red  Cross  base  hospital  units  assigned  to  foreign  service. 

The  sixty-five  nurses  of  the  Presbyterian  Unit,  U.  S.  Army 
Base  Hospital  No.  2,  which  embarked  May  14,  were  uniformed 
iod  equipped  by  the  American  lied  Cross.  On  May  19,  three 
other  units,  U.  S.  Army  Base  Hospital  No.  21  (Washington 
University  Medical  School,  St.  Louis),  U.  S.  Army  Base  Hos- 
pital Xo.  10  (Pennsylvania  Hospital,  Philadelphia)  and  U.  S. 
Army  Base  Hospital  No.  12  (Xorthwestern  LTuiversity  Medi- 
cal School,  Chicago)  also  sailed  with  outdoor  uniforms  and 
more  complete  equipment,  iliss  Koyes  in  the  August  issue, 
1917,  of  the  Armrican  Journal  of  Nursing  described  the  spirit 
in  which  the  nurses  of  these  pioneer  units  accepted  foreign 
service : 

It  is  an  inspiring  picture  to  see  the  nursing  personnel  of  a 
l)ase  hospital  ready  to  enil]ark.  The  dignilied  uniform  of 
dark  blue  tluth,  the  s^^arJet  lining  nf  the  i-ape,  the  caduceus 
and  the  letters  "U.  S."  on  the  collar,  emphasizing  the  close 
relationship  to  the  Mediral  C'orps  of  thu  Army,  are  significant 
and  impressive.  Complete  understanding  of  the  nature  of  the 
mission  is  expressed  in  their  faces.  There  is  no  laughing  or 
joking,  yet  there  are  no  tearB.  Courage  is  written  on  each 
countenance  and  service  wherever  required  i^  their  purpose. 


During  May,  1017,  Miss  Noyes  made  as  many  as  three  trips 
a  week  to  New  York,  going  over  at  midnight  to  see  a  unit  sail 
the  following  day,  returning  again  at  night  to  be  ready  for 
Wf»rk  the  following  morning  on  the  lists  of  per8<mnel  of  other 
units  then  awaiting  assignment.  By  these  trips,  Miss  Noyes 
started  the  practice,  which  was  later  carried  on  by  Miss  John- 
Bon,  t)f  explaining  to  the  nurses  sailing  for  Europe  their  new 
relation  to  the  Army  or  the  Navy  and  the  Red  Cross,  and  a 
little  of  the  types  of  sen'ice  which  they  might  meet  and  the 
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K^konsibilities  tbey  might  be  expected  to  sbonlder.  She  im^' 
pFMBcd  upon  them  the  fact  that  they  were  privileged,  above 
all  oAer  women,  to  work  in  the  closest  snd  most  appealing  re- 
lationship with  the  American  soldier,  the  relation  of  wonnded 
man  and  nurse^  and  she  urged  them  alwayv  to  remember  that 
their  ci>ndnct  would  not  only  bring  honor  or  dis<Tedit  upon  the 
American  Red  Cross  and  the  American  nursing  profession 
bnt  aa  well  upon  American  womanhood.  j^| 

Early  in  Jime,  1917,  the  Army  established  a  mobilization™ 
center  for  nurses  on  Ellis  Island.  Edith  Agnes  Mury  was 
chief  nurse.  A  Californian  by  }»irth  nn<!  parentagp,  Miss 
Mury  was  graduated  from  the  Waldeok  Hospital  Training 
School  in  San  Francisco.  Following  institutional  work  in 
western  and  Philippine  hospitals,  she  served  three  years  in  the 
Navy  Nurse  Corps  and  was  transferred  July  IS,  1916,  to  the 
Army  Nurse  (^orpa.  Later  she  was  apix)intpd  assistimt  su- 
perintendent of  the  Corps  and  served  in  the  Siirgeon  Generars 
ofBce  for  some  time.  In  June,  1917,  while  she  was  on  duty 
on  the  Mexican  border,  orders  came  directing  her  "to  pro- 
ceed to  New  York  and  report  on  arrival  there  to  the  Command- 
ing General,  Eastern  Department,  at  Governors  Island,  for 
duty  as  chief  nurse  of  a  mobilization  station  for  nurses  to  be 
established  at  Ellis  Island,  New  York  Harbor,"  Mina  Kee- 
nan,  a  regular  of  the  Army  Nurse  Corps,  was  also  assigned  to 
Ellis  Island  as  Miss  Mury^s  assistant. 

Three  large  buildings  on  Ellis  Island,  which  had  been  used 
as  hospitals  by  the  Immigration  Department,  bnt  which  had 
been  empty  since  1014  owing  to  the  decrease  in  immigration 
since  the  beginning  of  the  war.  were  ttimed  over  to  the  Army 
Nurse  Corps.  *'On  the  day  of  our  arrival,"  w^rote  Miss  Mury, 
"we  were  faced  with  these  three  huge,  empty  buildings  and 
with  a  telegram  stating  that  sixty-six  nurses  would  arrive  the 
next  day.  .  .  .  Beds,  bedding  and  a  few  accessories  were 
brought  by  Quartermaster  tugs  from  Uie  Supply  Depot  in  New 
York.  Infantrymen  from  Governors  IshmJ  cleaned  the  wards 
and  set  up  the  furniture.  Wlien  tliose  sixty-six  nurses  arrived 
the  next  day,  they  had  clean  white  hospital  beds  but  little  else. 
.  .  .  For  a  while  it  seemed  as  if  we  were  not  to  eat,"  Miss 
Mury  concluded,  "but  the  Immigration  officials  hospitably  threw 
open  their  erapIoy<»«8*  dining  room  to  us." 

Within  a  few  wiM'ks,  Miss  Mury  and  Miss  Keenan  hud 
veloped  a  amouthly-runuing  organization.    Miaa  Mury  wrote: 
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With  the  help  of  a  femiile  civil  aervice  stenographer  and 
men  from  the  Hospital  Corps,  1  handled  the  otiitte  work  while 
Miss  Keenan  managed  tlie  houBckeeping  and  looked  after  the 
eomfort  of  the  nurses  in  tlicir  respective  quarters.  Our  accom- 
modatiouH  at  first  were  only  for  two  hundred  and  fifty  nurses. 
Later  we  took  over  a  fourth  building  and  could  then  accom- 
modate five  hundred  nurses  at  une  time. 

The  wards  were  converted  into  dormitories.  The  beds 
were  placed  dose  together  down  the  sides  of  each  room. 
There  were  no  clothes  dobets  and  the  nurses  lived  practically 
in  tlieir  small  steamer  trunks.  Altliough  they  were  so 
crowded,  we  heard  remarkably  few  complaints. 


The  procedure  by  which  nurses  joined  the  Army  N^urse 
Corps  through  the  Rod  Cross  Reserve  has  already  been  de- 
scribed. After  the  nurses  of  a  base  hospital  or  other  type  of 
unit  had  received  tlieir  travel-orders,  they  executed  their  oath 
of  office  at  home  and  served  an  apprenticeship  in  the  hospital 
of  a  eamp  or  cantonment,  then  went  to  Xew  York  for  foreign 
service.  The  first  base  hospitals,  however,  reported  directly 
to  Ellia  Island  and  there  the  Army  absorbed  them  completely. 
Miss  Mury  wrote; 

When  we  were  informed  of  a  unit's  arrival  in  New  York, 
men  of  the  Hospital  Corps  who  had  been  detailed  to  our 
station  for  miscellancouB  duty  met  the  nurses  at  the  depot  and 
eKx>rted  them  to  Ellis  Island.  Men  with  Army  trucks  ob- 
tained the  baggage  and  sent  tt  to  ns  by  boat.  When  the 
nurses  arrived,  they  came  single  file  through  my  office,  where 
a  sergeant,  the  stenographer  and  I  reieived  their  papers  and 
secured  such  information  as  waB  neccbsary  for  our  records. 
Miss  Keenan  then  took  them  in  charge  and  they  were  given 
beds  and  mews  assignmentH  at  the  Immigration  dining  room. 

Every  morning  at  9  a.m.  roll  call  for  all  nurses  of  every 
unit  at  the  station  was  held.  Permission  was  never  given  to  a 
nurse  to  be  absent.  Each  individual  had  to  he  accounted  for 
once  a  day.  After  roll  call,  shore  leave  was  granted  to  any  one 
until  midnight  unless  a  unit  was  being  held  under  sailing 
orders.  If  a  new  u!)it  had  arrived  the  day  before,  they  wiTe 
held  after  roll  call  for  an  explanation  of  their  new  duties,  the 
Army  regulations  to  which  they  would  now  have  to  adhere, 
the  local  rules  of  the  mobilization  station  and  something  of 
the  traditions  of  the  Army  of  which  they  were  now  an  integral 
part 

The  next  step  in  the  preparation  of  a  imit  for  sailing  was 
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the  procuring  of  passportd^  which  in  the  early  days  of  the  w 
were  necessary. 


i 


I 


Of  some  of  the  details  by  which  nurses  secured  their  identi- 
fication cards  and  pass|K>rts»  (Jlcnna  L.  Bigelow  wrote  in  the 
Military  Nnnilxir  of  the  Journal: 

We  went  this  morning  to  Hoboken,  where  we  are  to  get  our 
identification  cards  and  finger  prints.    1  surely  feel  as  if  ni/^ 
"fate  was  hung  around  my  neck''  now.  ™ 

After  this  episode,  we  all  filed  into  another  room,  small  and 
stuffy,  where  were  a  glaring  electric  light  and  a  huge  camera. 
A  fiexusi^e  Berthe  would  not  have  been  more  formidable. 
However,  each  one  in  turn  sat  down  before  the  dreadful  object 
while  two  dozen  companions  uncompromisingly  criticized  hef 
camera  expression.  Then,  ''Smile  aud  look  at  me/*  Haid  tin 
operator;  click,  and  the  thing  was  done.  In  exactly  seve 
minutes  the  picture,  dripping  from  its  acid  bath,  was  finished 
developed  aud  printed.  And  as  the  Scotch  woman  ^id  wh 
she  saw  her  first  photograph,  *'It  was  a  humblin'  sight.'* 

Equipment  was  the  next  business  in  hand.  Miss  Bigelow' 
described  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  individual  nurse  thi»] 
phase  of  embarkation: 

Tuesday,  Februarj- ,  1018.    Unit went  en  m4iM$ 

to  tlie  tailors  to  be  measured  for  uniforms.  The  wonderful 
system  of  outfitting  the  crowds  of  nurses,  ranging  alt  the  way 
fn)m  "small  thirty-two"  to  large  "forty-four,"  seems  perfect. 
The  fitters  were  very  amiable  until  about  lunch  time  when 
one  of  them  insisted  that  a  certain  coat  was  all  right.  His 
client  (a  social  service  nurse  who  had  picked  up  some  stray 
phrases  of  the  Ghetto),  spoke  to  him  in  Yiddish  aud  then  he 
discovered  that  it  was  all  wrong  and  marked  it  up  and  down 
and  all  .over  with  his  chalk.  .  .  . 

Friday  our  equipment  arrived  on  the  ferry  boat,  great  pack- 
ages and  boxes  from  New  York,     We  stood  in  line  alpha- 
betically to  receive  our  consignment  and   marveled   at    tlu 
order  and  dispatch  with  which  that  great  pile  of  things  waa] 
dissipatetl.     Ever)'  }>er»oirs  iinnie  was  on  exactly  the  rigid 
box,  in  exactly  the  right  place,  so  that  there  was  no  con- 
fusion and   presently   we  found  ourselves  bock   in   our  dor- 
mitory, staggering  under  our  load  of  gifts.     It  was  like  an 
individual  Christmas  tree  all  aroimd  and  we  were  immensely^ 
grateful.     We  realize  what  really  hard  work  it  is  and  howfl 
mouotonous  the  packing  of  those  kits  must  become  after  the 
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novelty  has  worn  oft.  It  is  true  that  we  nurses  have  the 
excitement,  the  change,  the  danger  perhaps,  while  they  are 
petting  Uie  dull,  stay-nt-home  part.  We  hh»sR  them,  everj'  one, 
for  tliese  unnumbered  coniforte  which  will  smooth  our  way 
over  there.  .  .  . 

Saturday  night.  The  domiitory  is  the  most  amusing  place 
in  the  evening,  when  all  the  nurses  come  hack  from  town.  It 
is  a  veritable  Grand  Street,  with  all  the  coats  and  dresses 
hung  up  on  frames  over  the  beds  and  bumlles  strewn  about« 
Articles  are  bought,  sold  and  swapped,  appraised  and  depre- 
ciated. Shylock  would  find  some  kindred  spirits  in  our  little 
Eialto  and  his  glittering  eyes  would  certainly  approve  our 
Bpirit  of  bargaining.  By  the  way,  we  have  a  femiuiiie  Harry 
Lauder  among  us,  whose  Scotch  burr  caresses  the  ether  with  a 
subtle  touch.  She  is  the  most  optimistic  of  people  and  when 
the  conversation  hovers  about  U-boats,  her  only  concern  is 
whether  Providence  or  sticking  plaster  keeps  the  sailors*  cape 
on  their  heads! 

After  the  nurses  had  received  their  passports  and  identifi- 
cation tags,  after  they  had  donned  their  outdoor  uniforms  and 
packed  away  the  other  articles  of  equipment,  they  entered  into 
the  raoBt  trying  period  of  embarkation.  Until  July,  1918, 
tritfips  and  supplies  for  the  American  Expeditionary  Forces 
were  given  right  of  way  to  France  and  the  nurses  were  often 
kept  waiting  on  Ellis  Island  for  weeks  at  a  time  until  the  trans- 
portation officer  would  supply  sailing  accommodations  for 
them.  During  the  tedious  days  of  waiting,  an  Army  sergeant 
drilled  them  in  the  rudiments  of  military  formations.  Ellis 
Island  in  11H7  presented  u  martial  appearance.  ''As  our  build- 
ings were  on  the  sea  wall  dirwtly  in  front  of  the  channel  to  the 
ocean,'*  wrote  Miss  IMury,  "all  the  activities  of  a  harbor  given 
over  to  war  w(»nt  on  in  our  front  yard.  Also  there  were  a 
thousand  interned  Germans  and  imprisoned  Grnuan  agents 
under  he^vy  guard  on  Ellis  Island  and  their  presence  produced 
rather  a  shadow  of  apprehension." 

Flora  A.  Graham  (Albany  City  Hospital,  New  Yorkl,  a 
nunw*  member  of  Base  ITospital  No.  33,  wrote  in  the  Military 
Number  of  the  Journal  of  the  recreation  facilities: 


On  Island  No.  1  there  is  also  an  immense  hall  where  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A-  provides  amusement  three  times  each  week  for 
soldiers  and  sailors  and  Army  nurhes.  These  amusements 
consist  of  motion  pictures,  lectures,  popular  and  patriotic 
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Bongs  and  are  largely  attended  and  appreciated.  On  ou« 
occasion  I  noticed  that  the  boys  vere  especially  enthusiastic 
oTer  the  song.  "Mother,  Bid  Your  Baby  Boy  iTOod-bye,''  Tlie 
screen  picture  that  night  was  "Tom  Sawyer''  and  it  gave  us 
all  great  pleasure. 

The  chief  nurse  of  base  hospitals  spent  many  hours  in  try- 
ing to  master  Army  paper  work.  "Chief  nurses  fn>m  civilian 
bospitaky''  wrote  Miss  Mury,  "had  had  no  opportunity  to  be-j 
oome  familiar  with  the  special  duties  of  an  Army  chief  nurse^ 
It  waa  my  duty  to  instruct  them  in  the  methods  of  keeping  rec- 
ords and  preparing  official  reports  piTlaiuing  to  the  Corpti 
I  fear  that  the  metliods  of  routine  that  had  taken  me  years  to 
learn,"  concluded  Aliss  Mury,  "I  often  e.xpected  those  cbief 
nurses  to  ac<|uire  in  a  single  day." 

In  DiMi-niU^r,  11»17,  the  old  Coltmy  Club  building  in  New 
York  City  was  oilered  to  the  War  Department  by  Mrs.  Gene- 
vieve Walsh  for  use  as  a  mobilization  statiou  for  nurses  await- 
ing transportation  overseas.  As  the  space  on  £Uis  Island  was 
limited^  the  offer  was  accepted  at  once  and  proved  a  veritable 
Godsend,  as  one  hundred  and  thirty  uursea  could  be  accommo- 
dated there  at  one  time.  Ita  central  location  was  an  added  ad- 
vantage. Mary  E,  Sheehau  was  the  tirst  chief  nurse  there 
and  was  followed  by  Minnie  Winslow.  The  building  was  used 
until  the  spring  of  1918. 

From  the  nurses  mobilized  in  New  York  were  drawn  hun- 
dreds who  participated  in  the  Red  Cross  parades  which  were 
held  during  1017  and  1018.  Led  by  Miss  Delano,  Miss  Noyes, 
Ifiss  Thonips*ni,  ^Irs,  Iligbee,  Miss  Van  Blareom  and  other 
national  executives,  column  after  column  of  nurses,  some  clad 
in  white  with  their  scarlct-Iined  capes  flung  back,  others  march- 
ing row  upon  row  in  the  smart  blue  uniforms  of  the  Army  and 
Nav3%  swung  dawn  Fiftli  Avenue  in  that  first  historic  parade 
of  OctolxT  0,  1017,  tlie  most  spei'tacular  pageanty  of  women 
mobiIi/-*Hl  for  war  tliut  Xew  York  City  had  ever  witnessed* 

The  delay  in  the  embarkation  of  nurses  fnjra  Ellis  Island 
was  due  principally  tii  the  acute  shortage  of  American  and 
Allie<l  tunnage.  The  Irunsportation  of  Ann*ricnn  combat  troops 
and  RUppliea  was  nercssarily  given  the  right  of  way  over  that' 
of  medical  pTsoiiiicl  and  hospital  supplies,  especially  after  tlic 
German  offensive  of  Mnr<*li,  lOlH.  The  United  States  par- 
tioipalHi  iu  the  Europ**an  War  for  nineteen  months  and  dur- 
ing that  period  mor<»  than  2,000,000  American  mUdiers  went 
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lo  France,  500,000  of  them  during  the  first  thirteen  inontha 
a&d  1,500,000  during  the  last  six  months.  At  first,  the  Army 
had  only  a  few  American  and  Britiah  troop  ships  which  they 
rhartered  directly  from  the  owners,  but  during  the  winter 
mouths  of  1017-15J18  the  German  liners  which  hud  been  seized 
were  brought  into  use  and  the  movement  of  troops  gradually 
increased.  Early  iu  1918,  the  British  Government  agreed  to 
assign  three  of  its  large  liners  and  four  smaller  troop  ships  to 
the  American  Army  and  an  iuereuse  of  5771)  men  in  March, 
1918,  over  the  preceding  month  resulted.  Also  in  March  oc- 
curred the  disaatrnufl  Picardy  Drive,  with  results  which  threat- 
ened to  end  in  German  victory.  "Every  ship  that  could  lie 
secured,'*  wrote  Colonel  Ayri's.  chief  of  the  Statistics  Hranch 
of  the  General  Staif,  "was  prraaed  into  service.  The  aid  fur- 
niflbed  by  the  British  was  greatly  increased.  ...  In  May  and 
in  the  four  following"  months,  .  .  .  the  transportation  miracle 
took  place.  The  number  of  men  carried  in  May  was  more  than 
twice  as  great  as  tlie  number  for  April.  The  June  record  was 
greater  than  that  of  May  and  before  the  first  of  July,  1,000^000 
men  had  been  embarked."  * 

In  July,  over  30*>,000  American  soldiers  were  carried  to 
France  aiid  by  October  31,  VMS,  2,(nK),iHK)  had  sailed  from  the 
United  States.  During  many  weeks  in  the  summer,  10,000 
men  embarked  every  day  for  Europe.  ** Among  every  hundred 
men  who  went  over,"  wrote  Colonel  Ayres,  "forty-nine  went  in 
British  ships,  forty-five  in  Anifrican  ships,  three  in  those  of 
Italy,  two  in  French  and  one  in  Kuesian  shipping  under  British 
control."  » 

In  the  late  spring  of  lt)18,  the  War  Department  found  it 
neceesary  to  use  the  buildings  on  KIlis  Island  for  hospital  pur- 
poses, so  the  Knott  chain  of  hotels  in  New  York  (^ity  was  taken 
over  by  the  Army  and  nurses  were  mobilized  there.  An  ad- 
ministration center  was  established  at  Hotel  Albert.  Mary 
C.  Jorgensen  followed  Miss  Mury  as  chief  nurse  of  the  mobiliza- 
tion station  in  New  York.     She  wrote: 

Soon  the  daily  reports  showed  nearly  one  thousand  nurses 
bouse<l  in  twenty  dilTorcnt  hotels,  stretchii»g  from  Washington 
Square  to  Seventy-Second  Street,  There,  in  America's 
largest  city,  it  was  no  easy  task  to  keep  an  eye  on  them 
all.  .  .  . 

"The  W»r  with  GermaDV,"  pp.  37-38. 
•/6irf..  p.  41. 
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Confusion  was  nefessarily  present  to  a  great  degree.  The 
corridors  and  the  noiie-too-Iarge  ottices  provided  in  the  hotels 
commandeered  for  mobilization  Htatinns  seemed  overflowing 
with  swarms  of  women  asking  all  sorts  of  questions  dealing 
with  equipment.  War  Risk  Insurance,  allotments  and  pay. 
All  were  so  truly  eager  to  be  of  service  that  the  objective 
was  the  proper  functioning  of  the  great  machine  centered  in 
Washington.  Unitfi  prided  themselves  on  the  correct  wearing 
of  the  uniform  and  on  proper  drilling  and  a  spirit  of  friendly 
rivalry  existed  between  the  various  groups  as  to  which  were 
tlie  better  sohliers.  As  earh  unit  became  equipped,  its  mem- 
bers, earnest  and  intensely  eager,  with  trunks  packed,  waited 
on  the  qui  rive  for  orders  to  sail.  The  most  scrupulous  pre- 
cautions had  to  be  exercised  in  giving  out  sailing  dates;  only 
the  chief  nurse  was  told  when  her  unit  would  go. 

The  greatest  single  problem  cnconntered  during  the  entire 
period  of  mobilization  was  the  arrival  of  the  live  hundred  and 
fifty  ^Vasuala'^  who  were  withdrawn  from  die  cantonments  in 
May  for  immodiate  assignment  overseas.  Their  arrival  in  Xew 
York  extended  over  a  period  of  several  nights  and  days  and  they 
were  housed  in  seven  different  hotels.  They  had  no  chief 
nurse  to  assume  responsibility,  **They  seemed/'  wrote  Miss 
Jorgenaeu,  **to  bo  in  a  chaotic  state  of  disorganization.  Finally 
they  were  all  assembled  at  the  7  let  Infantry  Armory/'  ahe  con- 
tinued, '*Dne  of  their  number  was  designatetl  as  chief  nurse 
and  she  appointed  five  assistants.  Conditions  improved  to  a 
considerable  extent," 

The  six  hundred  odd  Red  Cross  nurse.s  sent  overs(»aB  to  work 
directly  under  Red  Cross  foreign  commissions,  found  loss  rou- 
tine in  embarkation  than  did  those  attached  to  the  Army,  They 
were  mobilized  at  the  house  of  Joseph  A.  Auerbnch  on  Weat 
Tenth  Street.  This  house,  which  had  been  loaned  to  the  New 
York  County  (Miapter,  was  more  than  just  a  l)eautiful  place 
for  nurses  to  stay  in  until  the  Red  Cross  secured  their  pass- 
ports and  piissagc.  It  soon  became  a  meeting  place  for  Army 
tuiil  Navy  reserves  as  well  as  for  nurses  destined  for  strictly 
Red  Cross  foreign  service.  After  roll  call  in  the  morning,  Miss 
Johnson  usually  gathered  together  the  different  units  of  nurses 
sailing  each  wi^'k  and  explained  to  them  their  new  relation  to 
the  Army  or  to  the  Navy  and  to  the  Red  Cross,  her  res*}lute, 
human  pbilosophy  of  s<*rvice  often  he'iug  the  last  message  which 
the  nurses  received  before  they  embarked. 
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Solemn  indeed  for  the  nur&os  was  the  long  antieipatcd  hour 
when  they  boarded  ship.  Though  her  official  duties  eoncerned 
onlv  nurses  enrolled  in  the  Red  Cross,  Miss  Johnson  saw  almost 
every  American  nurse  off  for  Europe.  She  described  the 
docks; 


k 


Sometimes  we'd  orawl  out  of  bed  at  three  A.M.  and  drive 
down  to  the  East  River  or  over  to  Hohoken  to  meet  the  nurses 
on  the  docks.  Often  it  would  Iw*  raining  torrents.  Again 
the  coUl  sleet  numbed  us.  Our  arms  were  always  piled  high 
with  everj*  coneeivable  kind  of  buiullc.  We  Red  Crossers  had 
great  ditlifulty  in  getting  Hupplies  to  the  other  side,  so  every 
nurse  en  route  to  the  Paris  office,  went  laden  down  with 
bumlk'8  and  resembled  an  immigrant  at  Ellis  Island. 

When  our  nurses  went  ovt^r  on  an  Army  transport  we'd 
find  the  docks  crowded  with  troops.  The  boys  invariably  had 
a  friendly  greeting  for  Uie  nurses.  The  Ked  Cross  Canteen 
women  were  there,  too,  no  matter  how  hot  or  cold,  how  early 
or  how  late  it  might  be.  Sometimes  weM  wait  hours  on 
sweltering  docks,  so  hot  that  the  pitch  oozed  out  of  the  cracks 
and  the  boys,  panting  with  heat  and  fatigue,  would  lie  down 
to  sleep  as  best  they  could. 

The  '*dazzlc  painting"  of  the  liners  and  transports  further 
heightened  the  sensations  of  weird  unreality  which  the  nurses 
experienced  as  they  waited  on  the  docks.  This  type  of  paint- 
ing, popularly  termed  '•camouflagiV'  made  it  more  difficult  for 
a  submarine  commander,  peering  tliruugh  a  periscope  for  only 
a  fi^w  seconds  at  a  time,  to  determine  the  course  of  a  vessel  so 
decorated.  "The  CariMithia,'*  wrote  Priseilla  J.  Hughes,  Army 
Nurse  Corps,  chief  nurse  of  Evacuation  IFuspitul  No,  22, 
*%ad  the  most  fearful  and  wonderful  camouflage,  the  design 
of  which  was  supposed  to  represent  large  teeth  encircling  her 
bow  and  stem  to  ahow  that  she  had  sunk  a  subinarine — 8o  they 
tohl  us!  Each  ship  of  our  convoy  of  fourteen  hud  a  different 
fantastic  pattern." 

Miss  Mury  summarized  briefly  the  spirit  of  the  ton  thousand 
nurses  wh*»  embarked  thn)ugh  Ellis  Island  for  service  with  the 
American  Expeditionary  Forces: 

When  sailing  orders  were  received  for  a  unit,  shore  leave 
was  stopped,  no  communication  with  friends  or  relatives  was 
allowed;  trunks  were  inspected  and  locked  and  the  unit  stood 
by  for  the  tug  which  was  to  take  them  to  tlie  transport.  On 
arrival  of  the  tug,  the  command  "Fall  in!'*  was  given,  ful- 
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lowed  by  "Forward  March  T*  and  sixty-five  gilent,  blue-i'lad, 
white-faced  women  with  chins  well  up  aud  eyes  to  the  frout 
xnarL'hi'd  down  the  dock  iiud  on  to  the  tug  in  soldierly  for- 
mation. Usually  as  the  boat  shoved  ofT  a  lilting  song  came 
drifting  back,  "Pack  up  your  troubles  in  your  old  kit  bag  aud 
smile,  smile,  smile."  One  knew,  however,  that  the  wonderful 
spirit  of  American  womanhood  strengthened  by  hospital 
training  enabled  those  nurses  one  and  all  to  fa(!e  so  bravely 
the  journey  across  the  submarine-infested  sea  and  the  fur- 
ther unknown  dangers  of  military  hospital  duty  in  a 
stricken  foreign  land. 


To  the  nnrsos  watching  and  awaiting  their  turn,  the  depa 
ture  of  a  unit  was  full  of  tense  emotion.     Miss  Bigelow  wrote: 


1 


li^^ 


The  sky  was  blue  aud  the  sun  shone  brightly  on  the  little 
procession  of  fifty  nurses,  so  dignified  and  smart  in  their  dark 
blue  uniforms.  They  emerged  from  their  quarters,  marched 
silently  along  the  quay  of  Island  No.  3  and  over  the  bridge 
to  the  I'hapcl  on  Inland  No.  1,  when  we  lost  sight  of  them  fo 
a  moment.  Soon  they  came  out  and  nmrche<l,  two  by  t 
toward  the  tender  wliich  was  to  take  them  out  to  their  sh 
Their  leader  carried  the  Hag.  That  mass  of  color  crushed  In 
her  arms  .  .  .  tiecnied  like  a  dart  of  llame,  an  imprisoned 
thing  seeking  freedom. 

It  happened  that  a  company  of  sailor  boys,  out  for  morn- 
ing drill,  wa.s  drawn  up  at  ''attention"  right  at  the  gang 
plank  wlien  tlip  unit  en)lmrked ;  their  presence  added  tre- 
mendously to  the  ini[)re6.«ivencsa  of  the  picture.  But  the 
silence  was  terrible, — no  fanfare  of  trumpets,  no  admiring 
friends,  no  flowers,  only  the  grimness  of  parting.  The  little 
boat  shrieked  out  a  waniing,  warpe<!  away  from  the  pier  and 
silently  disappeared  around  tlie  Island. 


4 


Great  Britain,  the  gateway  through  which  passed  one-h 
of  the  two  million  iVmerican  soldiera  who  served  at  the  West 
Front  during  the  Europ<'an  War,  was  the  scene  of  extenaiTe 
American  Red  Cross  nursing  service  in  the  tield. 

Earl  J  in  11»14,  it  will  be  remembered,  a  group  of  American 
citizens  resident  in  England  hud  ilosired  to  express  their  sym- 
pathy for  the  Allied  cause  and  especially  for  England  by  tho 
eatablishment  and  maintenance  of  a  war  hospital.  The  Ameri- 
can Women's  War  Relief  Fund  was  raised  and  the  Committee 
responsible  for  its  diflbursement  opened  ^^Oldway  House"  Hoa- 
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pital,  Mr.  Paris  Singer's  estate  at  Paignton,  Devonshire.  When 
the  American  Red  Cross  offered  two  medical  \iuit8  of  the 
Mercy  Ship  to  the  British  Government  in  August,  1914,  the 
War  CMce  assigned  Unit  F  and  later  Unit  D  to  Paignton  and 
lliey  remained  there  for  one  jear.  After  their  recall,  the 
conunittee  ei>ntinned  the  maintenance  of  **01dway  House"  Hos- 
pital and  also  established  a  small  oifiocrs'  hospital  at  Lancas- 
ter Gate,  Hyde  Park,  London. 

LTpim  the  entry  of  the  United  States  into  the  European  War, 
members  of  the  American  colony  in  England  desired  to  take  a 
more  active  part  in  war  relief  work  than  was  atfordod  them  in 
the  maintenance  of  these  two  hospitals.  They  accordingly  pe- 
tioned  National  Headtiuarters  tn  grant  them  a  charter  as  an 
American  Red  Cross  Chapter.  Thus  on  May  ^4,  1917,  came 
into  existence  the  London  Chapter  of  the  society. 

Mr.  Walter  H.  Page,  then  American  Ambassador,  was  the 
first  honorary  president.  Airs.  Page  and  Mrs.  Robert  P.  Skin- 
ner were  honorary  vice-presidents;  Mrs.  Whitelaw  Reid  was 
chairmam;  Mrs,  Irwin  Laughlin,  vice-chairman;  Boylston  A. 
Beal,  honorary  secretary;  and  Robert  Grant,  Jr.,  honorary 
treasurer.    W,  H.  Buckler  sr-rvod  as  administrative  director. 

Six  base  hospitals  organized  by  the  American  Red  Cross  were, 
it  will  be  remembered,  the  first  branches  of  the  American  Army 
to  go  overseas.  The  nurses  of  these  columns  were  cordially  re- 
eeived  in  Ix)ndon  by  meml»ors  of  the  London  Chapter.  As  other 
base  hospital  units  arrived  in  England  on  their  way  to  sen'ice 
with  the  American  Expeditionary  F<»rces  in  France,  urgent 
need  developt'd  for  a  large  central  chib  where  transient  nurses 
might  be  housed  and  entertained,  A  committee  of  the  London 
Chapter  was  organized,  with  Viseonntess  Haroourt  as  chair- 
man and  this  committee  established  in  June,  1917,  the  Ameri- 
can Nurses'  Club,  at  No.  42  Grosvenor  Place.  This  club  soon 
l)ec^nie  so  popular  with  Army,  Navy  and  Red  Cross  nurses  on 
their  way  to  Franco  or  on  brief  holiday  in  I^tindon,  that  the 
Chapter  fnruiahed  an  annex  to  it  on  a  floor  of  Forbes  House, 
the  home  of  the  Countess  of  Granard  in  Halkii»  Street,  Mrs. 
Cavendish  Bentinck  opened  an  extensive  suite  of  rooms  in  her 
house.  No.  4  Richmond  Terrace,  and  later  thi-  committee  leased 
another  building.  No.  45  Grosvenor  Place.  Agnes  Birtles,  an 
American  Red  Cross  nurse  on  duty  in  Great  Britain,  wrote 
that  "no  one  who  has  not  been  a  stranger  herself  in  London  can 
realize  what  it  has  meant  to  us  to  have  an  attractive  place  to  go 
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to  in  a  strange  city.     Everything,  even  to  serving  our  break- 
fasts to  us  in  bed,  was  done  for  our  comfort" 

In  the  fall  of  1917,  two  long-pending  developments  of  the 
American  military  situation  brought  about  an  urgent  need  for 
more  extensive  American  lied  Cross  operations  in  Great  Britain 
than  could  be  handled  solely  through  the  I^ndon  Chapter.  The 
first  of  these  was  the  decision  to  brigade  American  troops  with 
the  British  Armies  in  northern  France;  this  brought  with  it 
the  certainty  that  American  sick  and  wounded  would  be  sent 
to  Great  Britain  for  care  and  treatment.  American  hospital 
facilities  in  England  for  these  men  would,  therefore,  be  neces- 

The  second  development  was  the  enormous  increase  in  the 
numl>er8  of  American  soldiers  who  were  being  landed  on  Brit- 
ish soil  while  en  route  to  France.  Of  the  2,000,000  American 
soldiers  who  served  on  the  Western  Front,  1,025,000  of  them 
were  carried  across  the  Atlantic  in  British  ships.  Early  in 
the  spring  of  1018,  the  British  Oovenmient  assigned  three  of 
its  big  liners  and  four  of  its  smaller  troop  ships  to  the  use  of 
the  American  Army.  These  ships  took  on  American  soldiers 
at  Quel)ec,  Montn»nl.  St.  John.  Halifax,  Portland,  IVisfon, 
New  York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore  and  Norfolk  and  dis- 
charged them  at  Glasgow,  Manchester,  Liverpool,  Bristol  Ports, 
Falmouth,  Plymouth,  Southampton  and  London.  After  a  short 
time  spent  in  American  rest  camps  established  by  the  American 
Army  near  these  ports,  the  soldiers  were  transported  to  France 
by  means  of  the  Cross-Channel  Fleet. 

Following  the  decision  of  the  War  Di'partmcnt  to  send 
American  troops  to  France  by  way  of  the  British  Isles,  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  established  in  October,  1917,  in  England,  United 
States  Army  Base  Section  No.  3  and  placed  Major  General 
George  T.  Bartlett  in  command.  Brigadier  General  Francis 
Winter  was  assigue<l  as  Chief  Surgeon  of  the  American  Armies 
in  Great  Britain.  His  ofliee  did  not  at  this  time  include,  how^ 
ever,  a  representative  of  the  Army  Nnrse  Corps, 

Wherever  branches  of  the  American  Array  were  sent  during 
the  European  War,  representatives  of  the  American  Red  CroM 
followed  to  offer  them  the  service  which  its  charter  of  1005 
authorized  the  society  to  give.  Upi)n  the  arrival  in  Great 
Britain  of  large  numbers  of  American  troops,  the  need  for  Red 
Cross  service  increased  to  proportionate  dimensions.  This  ser- 
vice entailed  the  purchase  and  distribution  of  vast  quantities  of 
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supplies  to  the  American  Army  and  the  establishment,  if  the 
Army  Alodlcal  Corps  so  desired,  of  Red  Cross  hospital  facilities 
for  American  sick  and  wounded  soldiers.  Altbtnij^h  the  London 
Chapter  was  organized  in  May,  1917,  it  was  the  policy  of  the 
War  C-ouucil  to  conduct  activities  of  this  nature  through  foreign 
commissions  sent  out  from  National  Headcpiarters.  Ix>cal 
Chapters,  if  such  existed  in  the  foreign  field,  lacked  both  the 
funds  and  the  knowledge  of  national  and  international  Red 
Croes  policy  to  administer  the  diversified  activities.  The  War 
Council  appointed  the  members  of  each  commission,  appro- 
priated from  the  Red  Cross  General  Fund  the  moneys  neces- 
sary for  their  work  and  directed  their  activities  entirely  from 
National  Headquarters. 

The  first  of  these  eoramissions,  the  American  Red  Cross 
Commission  for  Europe,  as  will  be  rcfoujiti'd  in  ii  suhsetpient 
section*  arrived  in  Paris  early  in  June,  lf>17,  and  set  up  its 
headquarters  at  No.  5,  Rue  Fnintjoia  Ir.  Majtjr  Gniyaon  M.-P. 
Murphy,  of  New  York  City,  was  the  commissioner.  Among 
the  aeventeen  men  who  formed  his  staff  was  William  Endicott, 
of  Boston,  Massachusetts. 

Early  in  July,  a  need  was  felt  both  by  National  Headquarters 
and  by  the  Commission  for  Europe  for  an  American  Red  Cross 
representative  in  Jjondon.  The  War  Council  voted  on  July  12, 
1J117,  "that  a  Commission  for  Great  Britain  be  immediately  or- 
ganized." The  need  for  a  '*direet  representative  in  T^indon" 
was  echoed  again  in  the  Minutes  of  the  War  Council,  meeting 
August  7,  1917,  and  on  August  22,  "Edgar  II.  Wells  was 
recommended  and  appointed  as  deputy  commissioner  for  Great 
Britain." 

During  July  and  Aiipist,  the  Commission  for  Europe  was  ex- 
periencing its  initial  diiliculties  in  securing  supplies  in  France. 
Major  Endicrott  was  accordingly  dlsputclied  to  Kugland  to  ant 
as  ''purehasing  agent"  for  the  Paris  office.  He  hung  uji  his 
cap  Septeml)er  10,  11*17,  in  a  n»oni  at  tlie  Clin[>ti'r  h(*jiih]Hiir- 
ter«  on  Grosvenor  Gardens  which  was  loaned  to  him  by  the 
London  Chapter,  and  in  this  office  six  weeks  later,  the  Ameri- 
can Red  Cross  Commission  for  Great  Rritain  came  into  exist- 
ence, wifh  Major  Endicott  as  eoniniissioiier.'"  His  office,  thougli 
numbering  s<*ven  persons,  did  not  at  this  time  include  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  American  Red  Cross  Nursing  8er\'ice. 

The  first  work  of  the  Commission  was  the  establishment  near 

■Sec  Mioutefl  of  the  War  Council,  October  23,  1917:  Vol.  II,  p.  36«. 
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Liverpool  of  American  Red  Cross  Military  Hospital  No.  ^ 
On  November  19,  1017,  Major  Endicott  leased  an  English 
country  estate,  Mossley  Hill,  which  was  located  within  fifteen 
minutes  by  motor  from  the  ducks.  The  Red  Cross  immediately 
began  the  renovation  and  equipment  of  the  fine  old  mansion 
house  as  a  war  hospital. 

Small  u\imber8  of  American  troops  were  then  being  sent 
Eu^IjukI  in  tilt*  uvailablo  paaaeugcr  space  on  commercial  line 
They  were  (roueentrated  at  the  United  States  Army  Rest  Ca 
at  Winchester  and  the  first  American  Army  hospital  in  E 
land  was  <»pcncd  there.  It  was  located  on  the  crest  of  Morn 
Hill,  two  miles  from  the  city  and  was  desiguatt^  as  Unitwl 
States  Army  Camp  Hospital  No.  35.  It  was  opened  for  pa- 
tients on  December  ir»,  1017.  Nine  Army  nurses,  with  A 
J.  Allan  as  chief  nurse,  were  assigned  to  duty  there  on  F 
niary  2^!,  lt>18.  The  capacity  of  the  hospital  was  grad»ia 
increased  to  (iOO  beds  and  the  nursing  staff  raised  to  thi 
members." 

Ou  January  9,  1018,  American  Red  Cross  Military  H 
pital  No.  4,  Mossley  Hill,  received  its  first  patients.  Its  ca- 
pacity then  included  only  forty  beds,  but  eight  barracks  were 
soon  constructed  within  the  spacious  grounds,  which  brought 
up  the  total  capacity  of  the  hospital  to  500  beds.  An  officer  of 
the  United  States  Medical  Corps  was  placed  in  charge.  The 
Nursing  Service  at  National  Headquarters,  Washington,  sup- 
plied the  nurses.  Marion  Weller  (New  York  Hospital)  was 
chief  nurse;  she  way  installed  by  Major  En<licott  previous 
the  opening  of  the  hospital  and  she  and  her  nurses  work 
with  great  devotion  U>  transform  the  old  mansion  into  a  fa 
pital.    One  of  these  was  AgneA  C  Birtles.    She  wrote: 

My  first  asfii^iment  to  iluty  upon  my  arrival  on  Deeem 
1,  1017.  at  Liverf)ool,  was  in  a  new  Red  ('ross  hospital  then 
being  pn'pareil  for  the  rPcc{»tion  of  American  troops  taken 
in  crostting.  As  we  were  unable  to  swure  any  kind  of  lal 
we  seven  nurses  set  to  work  cleaning,  scrubbing,  paiiiti 
floors,  unpacking  furniture  luul  putting  up  beds.  The  bea' 
tiful  old  house  had  been  empty  for  a  long  time. 

I  shall  never  forget  our  first  patients,  those  ill,  homes 
boys  who  came  to  us  from  other  hospitals  or  dire<'tly  fro 
the  docks.    Some  had  bef^n  taken  to  English  hospitals  whe 

**  8m  HpM»rl  of  the  Director  of  Nursing  Service,  AmerioLa  Expcdila 
Forc«0,  p.  27. 
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they  had  received  the  hewt  of  care,  but  English  people,  kind 
as  they  are  and  English  surroundings,  clean  and  often  luxu- 
rious, were  not  American.  Our  bare  wards  seemed  like  home. 
Xew  buildings  were  soon  erected  and  never  a  bed  was  empty. 
More  than  once  we  put  our  patients  on  mattresses  in  the  halls 
while  the  erection  of  new  barracks  was  speeded  up. 

In  July,  1918,  this  hospital  was  transferred  from  the  R«d 
Cross  Commissiou  to  the  American  Expeditionary  Forces  in 
England  imd  was  staffed  bv  reserve  nurses.  Army  Nurse 
Corps.     Hospital  Unit  '*T,"  which  had  been  organized  by  the 

t^ed  Cross  for  the  Army,  was  transferred  from  Sarisbiiry  Court 
for  duty  at  Mossley  Hill.  Xellie  Hrookbanks  was  chief  nxirse. 
The  capacity  of  the  hospital  was  later  raised  to  500  beds,  with 
u  permanent  nursing  stulF  of  forty-tive.*" 

The  Red  Cross  Commission  for  Great  Britain  next  took  over 
three  hospitals  in  England  which  had  previously  been  con- 
ducted by  the  American  Women's  War  Relief  Committee  and 
by  the  Ix)ndon  Chapter.  The  Commission  assumed  financial 
responsibility  for  these  already  successful  hospitals,  greatly  ex- 
tended their  activities  to  meet  the  new  demands*  centralized 
the  management  and  brought  alx)ut  economy  of  personnel  and 
funds. 

The  largest  of  these  three  luvspitals  was  "Oldway  House," 
Paignton,  which  the  American  Women's  War  Relief  Commit- 
tee turned  over  on  January  1,  lt>18,  to  the  American  Red 
Cross.  It  was  designated  as  American  Red  Cross  Military 
Hospital  No.  21.  Its  sixty  rooms  accommodated  250  patients, 
By  the  acquisition  of  other  buildings  on  the  estate  and  of  the 
Redcliffe  and  the  Esplanade  Hotels  in  Paignton,  the  Commis- 
Bion  raised  the  bed  capacity  of  tlic  hospital  to  700.  Like  other 
Red  Cross  military  hospitals  in  England  and  France,  officers 
of  the  United  States  Army  Medical  Corps  were  in  command. 
A  British  Matron  was  in  charge  of  the  nursing  staff  which  con- 
fifited  of  English  sisters,  numerous  V.  A.  D.  members,  and 
American  Red  Cross  nurses  of  the  Mercy  Ship,  who  had  elected 
lo  remain  at  "Oldway  House"  after  the  rc^call  of  the  units.  On 
August  17,  1918,  twenty-five  reserves  of  the  Army  Nurse  Corps, 
who  had  gone  overseas  as  members  of  Base  Hospital  No.  40, 
^icrc  assigned  to  temiKirary  duty  at  Paignton  and  all  others 
Hfero  relea.sed.  Mary  Murphy,  a  graduate  of  the  Carney  Hos- 
pital, Siuith   Boston,  was  chief  nurse. 

"fl*?e  Report  of  the  Director  of  Nursing  Service,  American  Expeditionary 
Forces,  p.  28. 
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The  other  hospitnl  formerly  administered  by  the  American 
Women's  War  Relief  Coimnittee  was  a  small  institution  at 
Lancaster  iiate,  Hyde  Fark»  London,  which  the  coniniittee 
had  opened  in  March,  11)17,  for  British  officers.  The  Ameri- 
can Red  Cross  Commission  for  Great  Britain  took  over  this  hos- 
pital, gave  it  the  designation  of  American  Red  Cross  Military 
Hospital  No.  22  and  expanded  its  original  capacity  of  forty- 
eight  U'ds  so  that  it  ultimately  accommodated  approximately 
150  American  ofticer  patients.  The  nursing  staif  was  made  up 
of  English  Sisters  and  nursing  members  of  Voluntary  Aid  De- 
tachments of  the  British  Red  Cross.  A  British  nurse  was 
Matron.  The  presence  of  three  American  Red  Cross  nurses 
added  an  American  touch  during  the  spring  and  summer  of 
1918,  but  they  were  recalled  by  autumn.  The  success  of  the 
Lancaster  Gate  Hospital  was  due  largely  to  the  efforts  of  Vis- 
countess Ilarcourt. 

The  third  hospital  to  be  taken  over  by  the  Commission  was 
St.   Katharine's   Lodge,    Regent's   Park,   London.      In   June, 

1917,  Mrs.  William  Salomon,  of  New  York,  had  offered  her 
house,,  a  rambling  two-story  lodge  built  by  George  IV  in  four 
acres  of  royal  parks,  to  the  Ix)ndon  Chapter  of  the  American 
Rod  Cross  to  be  used  for  hospital  purposes.  The  I>3ndon  Chap- 
ter accepted  the  gift  and  St.  Katharine's  Lodge  was  first  main- 
tained as  on  auxiliary  of  the  British  Military  Orthopedic  Hos- 
pital at  Shepherd's  Bush.     Upon  its  transfer  on  January   1, 

1918,  to  the  Commission  for  Great  Britain,  it  was  designated 
as  American  Red  Cross  Military  Hospital  No.  23,  but  its  thirty- 
eight  beds  continued  to  be  used  for  the  care  of  British  officers. 
It  was  staffed  by  eleven  Amcrieun  Bed  Cross  nurses,  with  Isa- 
bellc  F.  Carson  as  chief  nurjse.  In  niiilHunimer  of  11)18,  St. 
Katharine's  Lodge  was  militarized  and  became  an  American 
officers'  ward  of  United  States  Army  Base  Hospital  No.  29, 
at  Tottenham,  near  London. 

So  successful  was  St.  Katharine's  Lodge  as  an  officers*  hoa- 
pitul  that  Mr.  Chester  Bentty,  an  American  niiuing  engineer, 
and  his  wife  offered  in  January,  1918,  tlie  use  of  their  Loudon 
residence,  Baroda  House,  for  hospital  purposes  to  the  Red 
Cross  C^tmmifiHi()n.  Major  Endicott  accepted  tlie  gift  and  on 
March  20,  1918,  Baroda  House  was  opened  as  American  Red 
Cross  Military  Hospital  No.  24r.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beatty  con- 
tributed the  funds  required  for  the  maintenance  of  the  hos- 
pital and  the  American  Red.Croas  Commission  supplied  the 
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professional  staff,  the  orderlies  and  the  medical  and  surgical 
supplies.  Five  American  Red  Cross  nurses  and  four  V.  A. 
I).  meml)or8»  were  assigned  to  duty  there. 

In  location  and  in  execution,  Baroda  House  was  charmingly 
suited  for  use  as  an  officers'  hospital.  Though  in  the  center 
of  Loudon,  it  adjoined  Kensington  Palace  Gardens  and  was 
removed  from  traffic, — a  quiet  and  soothing  place.  Its  founder 
had  been  an  Indian  prince,  the  Gaekwar  of  Baroda,  and  the 
spacious,  square,  high-ceilinged  rooms  still  contained  in  their 
furnishings  a  quaint  and  Eastern  flavor.  Tall  windows  on  the 
ground  tloor  opened  directly  upon  lawns  and  a  garden  where 
oonvalesi-ent  patients  in  wheel-chairs  and  on  beds,  drowsed 
thrruigh  the  sunny  afternoons. 

American  Red  Civss  military  hospitals  in  Great  Britain 
thus  on  March  20,  KHS,  consiated  of  No.  4,  Mossley  Hill,  Liver- 
pool;  No.  21,  Paignton;  No.  22,  Lancaster  Gate,  Lrmdon;  No. 
23,  St.  Katharine's  T^dge,  London ;  and  No.  24,  Burudii  House, 
London. 

The  development  of  hospital  activities  in  England,  both  of 
the  Army  and  of  the  Red  Cross,  was  greatly  accelerated  during 
the  spring  and  summer  of  1918  by  the  aid  which  the  British 
Government  gave  the  United  States  War  Department  in  the 
transportation  of  American  troops.  The  movement  of  Ameri- 
can troops  for  March  showed  an  increase  over  February  of 
almost  6000  men.  During  the  same  month,  the  disastrous 
Picardy  offensive  occurred  and  every  available  British  ship 
wag  immediately  pressed  in  service  to  transport  American  rein- 
forcements for  the  almost-exhausted  Allied  armies  holding  the 
Western  Front.  The  number  of  men  transported  to  Prance 
in  April  showed  an  increase  over  March  of  33,000  and  in  May, 
the  number  transported  was  more  than  twice  as  many  ns  in 
April.  By  July  1,  1,000,000  men  had  been  embarked  and  a 
great  number  of  them  passed  through  England. 

This  increase  in  the  number  of  American  troops  passing 
through  England  brought  about  a  need  for  more  extensive  hos- 
pitalization in  Base  Section  No.  3.  The  establishment  of  new 
hospitals  requiring  large  staffs  of  nurses  created  a  need  also 
for  a  representative  of  the  Army  Nurse  Corps  to  ser\'e  on  Gen- 
eral Winter's  staff.  Two  reserve  nurses  of  the  Army  Xurse 
Corps,  Nellie  E.  McGovern  (Manhattan  State  Hospital,  New 
York  City)  and  Nellie  V.  Brookbanks  (Bellevue  Hospital) 
were  assigned  on  February  22,  1918,  by  the  Chief  Surgeon, 
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American  Expeditionary  Forces  in  France,  to  the  office  of  the 
Ohief  Surgeon,  American  Annies  in  Qreat  Britain,  and  into 
their  hands  was  placed  rosjwusibility  for  the  conduct  of  the 
Army  Nurse  Corps  in  Ku^^iand. 

During  tho  curly  apring  of  1018,  Genrrnl  Winter  est^ib- 
lishod  a  cnnip  hospital  at  Liverpool  and  an  Amiy  base  hospital 
at  Hursley  Park,  Winchester.  The  first  of  these,  U.  S.  Army 
Camp  Hospital  No.  40,  was  located  at  Knotty  Ash,  Liverpool, 
and  was  opened  on  March  20,  1018.  It  drew  patients  from 
the  big  American  Kest  Camp  at  Knotty  Ash,  which  then  ac- 
commodated 10,000  troops.  The  iuitial  bed  capacity  of  Camp 
Hospital  No.  40  was  250,  but  it  was  raised  during  the  summer 
and  fall  of  1918  to  500  bods.  Twenty-one  nurses  of  Hospital 
Unit  "W/'  which  had  been  organized  by  the  American  Red 
Cross  for  the  Army,  were  assigned  to  duty  there  on  May  28; 
Amanda  Met^ger,  a  graduate  of  the  Springfield  (Illinois)  Hos- 
pital, was  chief  nurse.  The  strength  of  the  nursing  staff  was 
later  increased  to  forty-five  meml>crs  and  was  maintained  at 
this  number  by  the  assignment  of  nurses  from  various  base 
hospital  units  to  temporary  duty  there.'* 

The  first  United  States  Army  hospital  in  England,  N'o,  204, 
opened  its  doors  April  23,  1018,  at  Hursley  Park  in  south- 
eastern England,  five  miles  distant  from  Wiuchester^  The 
British  War  Office  turned  over  to  the  American  Army  Medical 
Corps  wooden  barracks  which  they  had  built  for  the  hospitali- 
zation of  their  own  troops  and  Base  Hospital  No.  204  opened 
its  doors  to  patients  on  April  2^3,  li)lS,  The  nursing  staff 
was  composed  o£  twenty-two  members  of  Hospital  Unit  *'I", 
Lora  B.  Itoscr,  a  graduate  of  tlio  Culver  Union  Hospital,  Craw- 
fordsville,  Tntlinna,  was  chief  nurse.  The  capacity  of  the 
hospital  was  later  raised  to  eight  hundred  beds  and  tho  strength 
of  the  nursing  staff  to  fifty  permanent  memljcrs.**  Hursley 
Park  Hospital  was  repaired  and  retHiuipped  by  the  Red  Cross. 

The  Ked  Cross  Commission  for  Great  Britain  was  permitted 
to  take  an  important  part  in  the  establishment  of  the  next  hos- 
pital for  Ameriwui  tr<x>ps  in  Enghmd.  In  the  spring  of  1918, 
the  American  Army  llest  Camp  at  Winchester  overflowed,  so 
the  American  Army  in  England  took  over  a  second  camp  six 
miles  away  at  Romsey.    Nurses  will  remember  that  one  of  the 
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Hi^itiygJe  cBtalCB  was  aitaated  ne&r  Romaev,  in  II«mp6hire*, 
and  tfe  J^oug  florenee  Xi^tingale  especially  eiijoyod  Uio  sum- 
men  wpf  Jii  tiiere. 

Tfe  camp  at  Bomaey  which  the  American  Army  took  over 
had  fmnerlT  banged  to  the  British  Army  and  had  accomuKh 
dations  for  seven  thousand  troops.  Its  hospital  facilities  oou- 
nsted,  however,  of  a  row  of  tents  along  one  of  the  camp  stnH^ts* 
These  tents  were  equipped  only  with  straw  ticiis  laid  \i\)M\ 
hoafds  raised  about  six  inches  from  the  floor.  Dxiring  tho  pleas- 
ant En^ish  summer,  these  quarters  had  bcnni  comfortable 
&)on^  for  the  British  sick  and  wounded  to  spt^nd  a  few  liours 
in  before  British  ambulances  transported  tliem  to  nearby  Imses. 
A  different  situation  confronted  the  American  Army.  They 
had  only  the  one  base  hospital,  at  Hursley  Park.  Thus  for  the 
raw  English  winters,  they  needed  permanent  hospital  facili- 
ties at  Romsey.  The  Chief  Surgeon  called  upon  the  Red  Cross 
Commission  for  Great  Britain  to  construct  a  permanent  hos- 
pital of  at  least  two  hundred  and  fifty  beds. 

The  commission  immediately  imdertook  tho  work  and  Major 
Endioott  set  about  the  discouraging  task  of  securing  supplioa 
and  labor.  While  he  was  searching  for  wood  or  concrete  or  stone 
or  any  building  materials,  not  necessarily  tho  most  deHirahlo 
but  those  actually  to  be  had,  an  Army  lieutonniit  secunMl  an 
option  for  some  bricks  and  he  turned  it  over  to  Major  i*!iMli(M>tt. 
The  necessary  lumber  was  sawed  by  small  p(»rtul>le  niillH  in  the 
New  Porest  and  was  swiftly  transported  by  Army  trnckH  to 
Romsey.  Working  squads  of  the  American  Armies  were  as- 
signed to  bricklaying.  SomctinK^s  tho  hospital  <*oiiHtni('(i<»ti 
progressed  uninterruptedly  for  as  long  as  three;  weeks.  Thru 
the  troops  were  ordered  to  Plymouth  or  Soiithaniptoii,  the 
transports  steamed  out  into  the  Channel  and  the  hospitul  wuIIh, 
half-raised,  stood  undisturbed  in  the  quiet  camp  until  the  n<;xt 
detachments  came  swinging  down  from  Liverpool  ainl  con- 
struction began  again.  By  June,  1918,  the  neat  little  hospital 
with  long  sunny  wards,  completely  appointed  op(;rating  and 
X-ray  rooms,  diet  kitchens,  milk  pasteurizing  plant  and  gas 
and  electric  equipment  was  ready  for  ocfnipaney,  jK^rhaps  by 
some  of  those  same  whistling  Yankefjs,  who  had  lightlieurt- 
edly  laid  a  brick  in  the  walls  of  this  hf*8pital  in  Knglanrl 
against  the  day  when  they  or  their  "buddies"  might  U;  w^nt 
back  in  mortal  ner-d  of  hr^spital  care  from  the  trenches  which 
they  were  then  so  eager  to  reach. 
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The  hospital  at  Romsej  was  designated  as  United  Stales 
Army  Camp  Hospital  No.  34.  Ten  nurses,  *'ca8ual8"  and  mem- 
bers of  various  base  hospital  units  with  ^Nellie  McQovem  aa 
chief  nui-se,  were  assigned  on  August  4,  1918,  to  this  hospital. 
Th*.^  permanent  stafT  was  latt»r  raised  to  seventeen  nurses. 

The  next  institution  to  be  opi;ned  by  the  R(^  Cross  Com- 
mission for  Great  Uritain  was  a  eouvalescent  hospital  for  Ameri- 
can oiliccrs.  This  was  opened  June  1,  1018,  at  Liuglield,  about 
thirty-five  miles  from  London,  on  the  country  estate  of  Colonel 
Spender  Clay  and  his  wife,  who  was  the  daughter  of  Lord 
Astor,  This  convak«cent  hospital  was  designated  Ameriean 
Red  Cross  Convalescent  Hospital  No.  101.  The  house  accom- 
modated more  than  one  hundred  patients. 

Previous  to  May,  1918,  the  American  Red  Cross  Commission 
for  Great  Britain  had  not  included  a  representative  of  the  Nurs- 
ing Service.  Many  American  Red  Cross  nurses  were  ou  duty, 
however,  in  the  tive  American  Red  Cross  military  hospitals 
then  being  conducted  by  the  commission  for  the  Medical  Corps. 
Also  many  reserve  nurses  of  the  Army  Nurse  Corps  were  in 
active  service  in  England.  On  May  14,  1918,  Major  Eudioott 
wrote  Miss  Delano: 

^liss  Carrie  Hall,  who  has  lately  been  the  Matron  at  Gen- 
ernl  Hospital  No.  13,  British  Expeditionary  Forces,  Boulogne, 
is  our  newly-appointed  Chief  Xurpe  of  the  American  Ked 
Cross  in  (ireat  Britain,  assigned  to  tlie  position  by  ti>e  Chief 
Surgeon,  American  Expeditionary  Forces  j  in  FrHnee|.  She 
will  imve  entire  charge  here  in  (ireat  Britain  of  the  enroU- 
nifut.  assignment  and  dirertion  of  Hed  Cross  nurses.  We 
have  aske<l  her  to  report  dirwtly  to  the  Bureau  of  Xursing 
Service  of  the  American  Red  Cross  in  Wasliington. 

This  opjKjintment  was  made  without  conference  with  Miss  De- 
lano and  Miss  Noyes.  A  precedent  for  such  action  had  already 
hovti  established  by  the  American  Red  Cross  Commission  for 
Europe  and  a  detailed  discussion  of  tho  policies  involved  will 
be  found  in  a  8ub8c<iucnt  section. 

A  few  weeks  later,  the  Chief  Surgeon,  American  Expedi- 
tionary Furtrs  in  France,  notitied  General  Winter,  Chief  Sur- 
geon of  the  American  Armies  in  England,  that  a  permanent 
chief  nurse  of  Base  Section  No.  3,  Grace  E,  I^eonard,  had 
])oen  appointed.  With  her  assistant,  Annie  C  Porter,  Mias 
Le<»nard  reported  for  duty  on  June  11),  1018,  on  General  Win- 
ter's stuff.    Miss  McGoveru  was  transferred  to  Romsev  as  chief 
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nnm  of  Camp  Ilospital  No.  34  and  Miss  Brookbaiiks  to  AIoss- 
ley  II ill  as  chief  nurse  of  American  Red  Cross  Military 
Hospital  No.  4. 

The  appointment  of  a  chief  nurse  for  the  American  Ex- 
peditionary Forces  in  Euglaiul  and  the  ap[W)intmeut  of  a  chief 
QUrse  for  the  American  Red  Cross  Cominission  for  Great 
Britain  marked  the  beginnings  of  an  authoritative  and  per- 
Uinueut  nursing  service  in  England. 

In  her  tirat  repiirt  to  Miss  Dchino  regarding  the  Red  Cross 
uursing  situation  in  England^  Miss  liall  wrote  on  June  6: 

Plans  are  under  way  for  opening  here  in  Tjondon  a  hospital 
of  about  sixty  beds  for  sick  and  wounded  American 
nurses.  .  .  , 

There  are  now  in  England  six  hospitals  noniinall)'  under 
the  American  Ked  Cross.  At  least  two  of  these  are  respon- 
sible directly  to  the  British  War  OfTire  and  with  regard  to 
them,  I  propose  no  interference,  except  perhaps  to  withdraw 
slowly  such  American  nurses  as  are  now  in  them,  replacing 
them  with  Euglit^h  nurses  and  so  leaving  the  uursing  staff 
entirely  English  in  character.  By  using  the  American  nurses 
to  fill  in  (he  gaps  in  ntiier  more  distinctly  American  hospitals, 
we  can  thus  attempt  to  have  complete  American  staiTs  and 
American  methods  in  these  later  institutions. 

We  shall  need  a  good  many  nurses  in  ?>igland  for  our  own 
Red  Cross  work,  apart  from  tliose  assigned  as  reserves  to  the 
Army  Nurse  corps.  Major  Kndiwtt  informs  me  that  some 
time  ago  he  asked  for  lifly  nurses;  I  hope  they  will  be  forth- 
coming during  the  next  few  weeks.  I  am  recommending  to 
him  today  that  he  apply  through  the  proper  channels  for 
fifty  additional  ones. 

Upon  the  authorization  of  the  N"ur8ing  Service  at  National 
Headijuarters,  AUss  Hall  organized  a  Local  Committee  in  Ix)n- 
don  to  undertake  the  enrollment  iu  tlie  American  Red  Cross 
Nursing  Ser^-ice  of  American  nurses  then  in  Great  Britain. 
iliss  Hall  estimated  that  over  <me  hundred  nurses  were  enrolled 
thus  through  the  London  office. 

One  of  the  most  important  things  which  Misa  Hall  accom- 
plished at  London  Headquarters  was  the  establishment  of  a 
budget  system  and  an  equipment  section.     Miss  Hall  wrote: 

Previous  to  my  tenure  of  oflRce,  nurses  assigned  to  Hed 
Cross  duty  by  the  cormnissiouer  or  by  the  London  Chapter 
had  boen  scantily  equipped,  the  expense  of  which  had  been 
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charged  to  the  hospital  where  the  indivithiiil  was  iissigned  to 
duty.  I  fitatetl  the  rase  to  th{^  roiii|itn»ller.  showing  that 
nurses  shouhl  l)e  enrolled  aiid  equippetl  who  wore  not  as- 
signed to  any  hospital  in  Knghinil  but  nit;;ht  bo  tranaferr 
to  the  Red  Cross  in  France  or  to  the  Army  in  England. 
uaw  the  need  for  a  separate  budget  for  the  nurning  depa 
ment  and  immediately  secured  it.  That  enabled  nie  to 
establish  means  for  supplying  equipment  in  London  which 
wae  parallel  to  the  equipment  supplied  to  nurses  sent  from 
home. 


i 


In  June,  July  and  August,  1918,  87O,0S8  Ameriean  soldie 
were  lauded  in  Frauee.       A  large  }K>rtion  of  these  troopH  passed 
through   Englaiiil.     During  this  period,  GfiuTal  Wiuirr  estul)- 
lishod  another  eauip  hospital  and.  four  additional  Army  base 
hospitals  in  Base  Seetion  No.  3. 

United  States  Army  Camp  Hospital  No.  3fi  was  opened 
July  1,  at  Southampton,  the  priiieipal  port  of  embarkation  for 
France.  This  institution  had  a  <*apai'ity  of  eighty  beds  but  was 
eapahle  of  expansion  to  five  huiulrod  beds. 

United  States  Army  Base  Hospital  No.  33  was  assigned 
Portsmouth,  England.  This  base  hospital  had  boon  organ- 
ized by  the  American  Red  Cross  at  the  Albany  Hospital,  Al- 
bany, New  York.  Sally  M.  Johnson,  superintendent  of  the 
Albany  Hospital  School  of  Nursing,  had  organized  the  nursing 
staff  of  the  unit,  but  Mattie  M.  Washburn,  her  assistant,  led 
the  nurses  into  active  service. 

Base  Hospital  No.  33  had  waited  two  months  at  Ellis  Island 
before  embarkation.     The  unit  sailed  April  22,  lOlS,  on  the 
S.  S.  Carmania,  which  also  carried  the  entire  28th  Division-      ' 
Upon  the  arrival  of  the  unit  at  Liverpool  on  May  15,  the  nursea     ' 
were  temporarily  billeted  at  United  States  Array  Base  Hos- 
pital No.  2f>4  at  Hursley  Park.    On  June  1  they  entrained  fc^^ 
permanent  quarters  at  Portsmouth  and  were  finally  assign^^l 
to  tlu-  Portsmouth  Borough  Asylum,  three  miles  from  the  ce^^ 
ter  of  the  city.    This  institution  had  been  built  and  maintained 
by  the  Board  of  Asylum  Control  of  Ix>ndon.     It  consisted  of 
one  main  building  of  modem  brick  and  stone  construction  and 
of  several  detached  villas  surrounded  by  eight  acres  of  farm- 
land. 

Tfie  American  unit  took  posseasion  on  July  8  and  imme- 
diately began  the  tedious  and  irksome  task  of  changing  the 
asylum  to  a  hospital.     Like  Miss  Nightingale's  supplies  ^ 
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bnried  under  ammunition,  had  gone  up  the  Bosphorus  past 
Scutari,  the  equipuieut  of  Base  Uospital  No.  33  had  been  car- 
ried to  France.  The  distressed  unit  was  able  to  secure  ouly 
the  moat  essential  articles  from  the  generous  stores  with  which 
the  Local  Red  Cross  Chapter  at  Albany  had  supplied  tliem. 
The  asylum  authorities,  the  British  War  Office  and  the  Admi- 
ralty and  the  American  Red  Cross  Commission  donated  ni;i- 
terials  until  the  bed  eapncity  of  Base  Hospital  No.  33  num- 
bered three  thousand  with  an  additional  emergency  expansion 
of  one  thousand  patients.  Tiie  R<*d  Cross  erected  a  tlieater^ 
Beating  an  audience  of  tw<>lve  hundred,  niid  built  tenuis  courts 
ttud  the  best  baseball  diamond  in  England. 
Miss  Washburn  wTote  of  their  tirst  patients: 


Surgical  CBPualties  which  had  arrived  on  hospital  ships  at 
Southampton  wore  brought  to  us  July  24  by  motor  ambu- 
lauces  and  hospital  traiua  within  thirty-sLx  hours  from  the 
time  they  had  been  wounded. 

On  September  22,  we  had  seven  hundred  patients.  Word 
was  then  received  tliat  the  S,  S.  Olymjtic,  with  six  thousand 
troops  on  board,  the  greater  number  of  them  suffering  from 
influenza,  had  come  to  port  in  Southampton.  Sixty-six  tents 
were  immediately  secured  from  the  British  to  set  up  in  the 
court  yard  of  Base  Hospital  No.  33.  C'onvalescent  patients 
and  members  of  the  detachment  were  imnu'diately  transferred 
to  these  tents  and  the  wards  were  cleared  for  the  reception  of 
influenza  patients.  Within  one  w.eck  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-seven  cases  had  come  to  us.  one  himdred  and  forty- 
four  of  whom  were  nurses  and  female  members  of  the  Signal 
Corps.  Both  pneumonia  and  meningitis  developed.  Of  onr 
one  hundred  and  twenty-nine  di-iiths  among  these  patients, 
eleven  were  nurses  and  one  was  a  dietitian. 


B    in  1 


United  States  Array  Base  Hospital  No.  37,  the  largest 
American  military  hospital  in  England,  crowned  the  crest  of 
a  hill  at  Dartford,  tiftecn  miles  from  London,  It  was  located 
in  wao<leu  barracks  and  in  brick  buildings  of  a  former  con- 

escent  fever  hospital  of  the  Metropolitan  Asylums  Board 
had  a  capacity  of  two  thousand  V>cd3.  In  the  valley  below 
was  a  large  overflow  hospital  where  the  British  Army  cared 
for  twelve  hundred  wounded  Cerman  prisoners  of  war. 

The  nursing  personnel  of  Base  Hospital  No.  37,  which  had 
l»cen    organized   largely    from    the    King's   County   Hospital, 
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Brooklyn,  Xew  York,  with  Annie  T,  Mack  as  chinf  nurce,  had 
arrived  in  England  on  May  ^1,  1918,  and  had  boen  assigned 
to  temporary  duty  at  Hursley  Park.  On  June  10,  they  were 
transferred  to  Camp  EfTord  at  Plymouth,  but  as  the  hospital 
there  was  not  then  completed,  tJiey  were  seatterod  on  tenapornry 
assignments  among  various  other  hospitals.  The  entire  unit  of 
ninety-nine  nurses  was  collected  on  July  18  and  was  assigned 
to  permanent  duty  at  Dartford. 

Meantime  in  the  outskirts  of  London,  at  Tottenham,  United 
States  Base  Hospital  No.  29,  organized  within  the  Medical 
Sehool  of  tlie  University  of  Denver,  Colorado,  had  established 
a  permanent  base  in  buildings  taken  over  by  General  Winter 
from  the  Mctroi>olitau  Asylums  Board,  The  nursing  stuff 
of  this  unit,  whieh  was  cmnpoaed  of  one  hundred  reserve 
nurses,  was  assigned  to  duty  there  in  July.  Laura  A,  Bcecroft 
was  chief  nurse.  Totteniiam  Base  was  one  of  the  largest 
American  military  hospitals  in  Great  Britain  and  had  a  ca- 
pacity of  fifteen  hundred  beds.  ^M 

During  the  summer  of  1918,  the  American  Red  Cross  C<im^™ 
mission  for  Great  Britain  established  two  additional  convales- 
cent homes  and  one  base  hospital  for  the  American  Annies  in 
England.     One  of  these  homes  was  located  in  Putney,   Lon- 
don, at  Colebrook  Lodge,  the  estate  of  John  T.  Ryan,  of  To- 
ronto, and  was  used  as  a  convalescent  home  for  Army,  Na\^ 
and  Hed  Cross  nurses  ond  other  Amerirun  women  workers  in 
the    Militiiry    Estiiblishmeiit.      Colebrook    l^nlge   was   a    ihrec- 
Btory  modern  building,  constnicted  on  the  three-hundred-year^_ 
old  foundations  of  Putney  Manor  and  tho  nurses  tlioroughly  eHj^f 
joyed  their  stay  there,  their  wnlka  among  the  gardens  and  ovef^ 
the  downs  of  Putney  Heath  nnd  Wimbledon  Common. 

The  Red  Cniss  Commission  took  over  on  August  15  thf  es- 
tate of  Percy  Chubb  at  Wimbledon,  which  the  British  had  raa 
tained  as  a  convalescent  homo  for  British  officers.  The  Co 
mission  designated  this  house  as  American  Red  Cross  Conval 
cent  Hospital  No.  102  and  maintained  it  for  the  British  Ar 
with  the  understanding  that  it  should  l)e  used  exclusively  f 
convalescent  American  officers,  if  such  a  need  should  ari 
Its  capacity  was  seventy-five  beds. 

The  final  and  most  ambitious  project  which  the  Conimiasion 
undertook  for  the  American  Expeditionary  Forces  in  England 
was  the  preparation  for  occupancy  of  United  States  Army 
Base  Hospital  No.  40  at  Surisbury  Court,  near  Southampton. 


H        KurseB  on  the  balcony  of  the  Ainprinirt    Hwl  t'mns  Niirpcs*  Ciub,  LonduHi 
H  uV(?rl(K)kin}{  the  Unrclunb  uf  ituckinghum  I'ulace. 

1 


Cok'lirocik  Lmlpp.  a  convnIpRrcnt  homo  for  Aincriran  Army,  Navy  and  Rod 
Croiis  nurses  established  ut  Piitnev.  ni'ar  J^mdon.  by  the  American  Red 
CroM. 
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The  report  of  the  Commission  for  Great  Britain  described  the 
Istablishiuent  of  this  base: 

In  April,  1918,  the  Commispion  for  Great  Britain  rom- 
mcnced  negotiations  for  the  purchaBe  of  a  hirge  estate  in 
Hampshire  between  Southampton  and  Portsmouth,  known 
as  Snrisbury  Court.  .  .  . 

The  estate  lies  in  the  bend  of  the  Hamble  river,  sloping 
down  to  the  water  on  two  s'ules.  The  manor  honse,  a  massive 
three-fitory  building  of  severe  Tuilor  architecture,  stands  on 
high  grounti  and  its  tower  is  visible  on  a  clear  day  from 
points  twenty  miles  distant.  Thougli  built  twenty-five  years 
ago,  the  house  provideii  an  excellent  nucleus  for  a  hospital. 
Acres  of  hut  wards,  quarters  for  nurses,  doctors  and  men,  an 
administration  building  and  store  houses  were  immediately 
planned  and  construction  was  begun  to  raise  it  to  its  esti- 
mated capacity  of  three  thousand  beds. 

Speed  was  essential.  American  wounded  from  France  were 
already  pouring  into  England.  The  dilTiculty  in  obtaining 
lumber  made  necessary  the  establishment  of  saw  mills  on  the 
property,  so  that  timber  from  the  woodland  pastures  could 
be  utilized.  Concrete  for  the  wards  was  mixed  in  little  fac- 
tories from  sand  and  graved  found  on  the  estate.  To  supple- 
ment the  ward  buildings  in  emergencies  seventy  large  tents, 
double- roofed  and  with  windows,  were  also  erected.  .  .  ." 

The  problem  of  cows  for  the  hospital  farm  was  solved  by 
the  generosity  of  the  people  from  tiie  little  islands  of  Jersey 
and  tiuprnsey,  located  a  few  score  miles  out  of  Southampton 
in  the  English  Channel.  Sixty  cows  of  their  fine  herds  were 
offered  as  a  gift  to  the  American  base.  .  .  . 

The  nursing  personnel  of  Base  Hospital  No.  40  had  been 
organized  at  the  Good  Samaritan  Hospital,  Lexington,  Ken- 
tucky, and  npon  arrival  in  Eitghiiid  on  July  20,  11)18,  ofnisisted 
of  one  hnndrod  and  seven  members.  Elizabeth  ATcCormark 
Bogle  was  chief  nur.se.  The  nurses  of  the  Good  Samaritan 
Unit  were  first  stationed  at  Sarisbury  Court,  bnt  as  the  hos- 
pital was  not  then  readv  to  receive  patients,  they  were  distrib- 
uted on  temporary  assignments  among  other  American  military 
base  and  camp  hospitals.  Five  of  them  were  sent  to  Base  Hos- 
pital Xo-  15  in  France;  seven  others,  *'casuals"  who  had  been 
attached  to  tlie  unit  only  during  the  tri]>  over,  went  on  to 
France.     When  Sarisbury  Court  was  ready  for  patients  on 

"An  intert'Btinp  account  of  tlie  diffionltiea  encountered  hy  thn  HH  Croiw 
in  the  esUbliBhment  of  this  baw  may  be  found  in  'The  PasHinjr  legions." 
by  George  Buchaaan   Fife,  pp.  202-2U;   Tbc  Siacmillan  Compnny,   1020. 
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September  4,  the  nurses  of  the  origiQal  Good  Samaritan  Unit 
were  retunu*d  there  for  dutj. 

Base  Hospital  No.  40  rendered  yeoman  service  during  the 
last  wec'k  of  September,  1D18»  wlieti  the  inllueuza  epidemic 
was  at  its  height.  The  liner  Olympif\  with  four  hundred  cases 
of  influenza  aboard,  dockt'd  at  Southampton  on  September  20 
in  a  cold,  raw  mist.  The  six  thousand  troops  which  she  had 
brought  Dverseart  canu^  from  snutluTU  Htatet*  and  were  keenly 
BUB4'ej>ti!)le  to  the  change  of  cliniatc.  The  mcdiciil  authorities 
hesitated  to  ansign  even  the  well  nicuj  exposed  as  they  had  been 
on  shiplioard  to  the  influenza,  to  Southampton  Rest  Camp, 
where  they  would  have  to  sleep  in  cotless  tents  on  floors  con- 
sisting of  a  layer  of  thin  boards  a  few  inches  above  the  wet 
ground.  ♦ 

The  troops  were  detained  aboard  the  Olympic  for  a  few  days. 
The  influenza  then  became  so  virulent  that  the  soldiers  were 
finally  disembarked  and  taken  to  Southampton  Rest  Camp. 
Pneumonia  developed  among  full  one-third  of  the  men  who 
had  contracted  the  influenza  on  shipboard. 

Although  Sarisbury  Court  was  not  yet  equipped  to  receive 
a  large  number  of  patients,  the  Commission  swiftly  made  ar- 
rangements so  that  the  hospital  could  accommodate  about  thn^e 
hundred  men.  Some  of  the  persttnnel  of  Base  Hospital  No. 
40  had  already  arrived  there  but  nuiny  of  the  surgeons  and 
nurses  had  been  scattered  on  temporary  assignments  to  other 
bases.  They  were  quickly  recalled  and  they  worked  day  and 
niglit  without  respite  until  the  epidemic  was  checked. 

During  the  summer  of  11)18,  an  important  change  of  policy 
was  adopted  by  the  Chief  Surgeon,  American  Expeditionary 
Forces  in  England,  which  ^eatly  diminished  the  need  for  ex- 
tensive American  Red  Cross  medical  and  nursing  service  in 
Great  Britain.     Miss  Hall  wrote  Miss  Noyes  on  August  2; 


The  general  policy  of  the  Army  here  in  England  at  the 
present  time  is  that  all  hospitals  shall  be  directly  under  the 
Army.  The  Kcrl  CrnHp  will  therefore  establish  no  further 
hospitals  as  Pcparate  Re*l  Crop?  institutions.  I  hope,  how- 
ever, that  we  will  still  l»e  ahle  to  staff  the  ones  already  in 
existenct^  with  Red  Cross  nurses,  hut  many  of  these  will  he 
transferred  to  the  Anny  Reserve.  My  work  as  chief  nurse 
of  the  American  Red  Cross  in  Great  Britain  now  hecomcs 
quite  secondary  to  that  of  the  chief  nurse.  Army  Kurbe 
Corp^t  Base  Section  No.  3. 


THE  EUROPEAN  WAR 


441 


On  Soptombor  18,  Miss  Hall  commented  again  upon  the  cea- 
latiou  of  Red  Cross  activities: 

The  whole  situation  in  England  lias  undergone  ^eat 
changes  (hiring  the  .summer  montlis.  In  Lhe  early  spring,  the 
policy  of  brigading  our  troops  with  tlie  British  in  Franee 
brouglit  forth  a  big  hospitid  liuikling  puliey  in  England,  lu 
pursiuance  thereof,  mueh  work  has  been  done  in  starting  Army 
nospitnls.  Then  the  Chief  Surgeon  eontinued  consistently 
to  tiike  over  these  institutions,  with  the  residt  that  so  far  as 
hospital  and  nursing  work  are  concerned,  there  will  lie  no 
further  developments  in  England  for  the  American  Red  Croas. 

It  has  been  deiided  that  I  am  to  go  to  Paris  the  latter  part 
of  this  mouth  to  help  out  in  Misa  SUmson's  otfice. 


Miss  Stimson,  at  this  time  chief  nurse  of  the  American  Red 
Cro88  in  France,  was  in  net*d  of  an  assistant  at  the  Paris  Head- 
quarters of  the  organization  and  Alisa  Hall  wua  assigned  to  duty 
there  on  September  28,  1918.  After  Miss  HalTs  departure, 
Rachel  Torrance,  whose  name  is  familiar  to  readers  of  this  his- 
tory in  connection  with  Miss  Hay's  work  in  Sofia  and  Fliilip- 
popolis,  became  Chief  I^urse,  American  Red  Cross  iu  Great 
Britain.  On  October  1,  1918,  fifty-seven  nurses  were  on  duty 
directly  under  the  American  Red  Cross  in  Great  Britain. 

By  November  11,  1018,  Uie  American  Red  Cross  Commia- 
sion  for  England  had  established  six  hospitals  and  three  con- 
valescent homes  for  the  use  of  sick  and  wounded  members  of 
the  American  ililitary  Establishment  in  England.^*  At  the 
signing  of  the  Armistice,  the  Chief  Surgeon,  Ba!?e  Section  No, 
3,  was  conducting  five  base  hospitals  and  four  camp  hospitals 
for  the  service  of  the  American  Armies  iu  England.*^ 

Of  the  number  of  American  Army  nurses,  regulars  and  re- 
flsrvefi,  on  active  duty  iu  Base  Section  No.  3,  in  October,  1918, 
Mifls  Leonard  wrote: 

The  largest  number  of  nurses  on  duty  at  any  time  was  f5ve 
hundred  and  forty-seven  permanent  personnel,  supplemented 
by  three  hundred  nurses  belonging  to  groups  A  and  D  and 
Base  Hospital  No.  57,  en  route  to  Franee,  who  were  placed 
on  duty  in  October,  1918»  to  relieve  the  situation  during  the 
epidemic  of  influenza.  As  even  these  additional  nurs<»s  were 
insufficient,  help  was  requested  from  the  British  War  Office 
and  one  hundred  members  of  the  V.  A.  D.  Nursing  Service 

For  K  list  of  these  hospitals,  see  Appendix. 
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were  immediately  placed  at  our  disposal.     During  this  liim^^ 
there  were  more  than  one  thousand  emergency  beds  in  use 
and  every  hospital  was  taxed  to  its  utmost  capacity. 

Tweuiy-foiir  uurses,  largely  Briti^^h  subjecti*  trained  in 
America,  have  been  transferred  from  the  American  Red  Cross 
to  active  service  in  iJie  Army  Nurse  Coqjs  tlirough  this  otJice. 

Miss  I^eonard  reported  Xovember  15  to  the  Chief  Surgeon 
in  Tours  to  serve  as  assistant  Director  of  the  Nursing  Serv- 
ice, American  Expt*ditiouary  Forces  in  France,  Annie  G,  Por- 
ter followed  her  as  Chief  Nurse,  American  Forces  in  England. 

Immediately  following  the  declaration  of  war  by  the  United 
States,  the  British  Govenunent  sent  the  Balfour  Mission  to 
Washington  to  confer  with  President  Wilson  regarding  the 
coordination  of  the  tightiug  strength  of  the  two  nations.  One 
of  the  members  of  this  mission  was  Sir  John  Goodwin,  Colonel, 
Royal  Army  Medical  Corps,  and  since  1018  Surgeon  General 
of  the  British  Army.  He  had  been  dctaih^l  by  the  British 
War  Office  for  duty  in  the  Surgeon  Gcuerars  office,  Uuiti'd 
States  Army.  Upon  the  arrival  of  the  Balfour  Mission  in 
Washington  on  April  22,  lt»17,  General  Goodwin  requested 
that  the  Surgnin  General  assign  immediately,  if  possible,  six 
American  base  hospitals  to  service  with  the  British  Kxpedi- 
tionary  Forces  in  France.  The  German  submarine  blockade, 
then  tightening  al>out  the  British  Isles,  made  it  inadvisable 
for  the  British  War  Otfi^-e  to  attempt  the  transportation  of  their 
sick  and  wounded  to  England  and  this  decision  created  press- 
ing need  for  additional  l^ritisb  hospitals  in  France.  More- 
over, some  of  the  nurses  and  surgeons  who  had  seen  tbro^^H 
years'  continuous  8<'rvice  on  the  Western  Front,  were  grentl^^ 
exhausted  and  (casualties  from  disease  were  growing  more  fre- 
quent among  th<'ir  ranks.  General  Gorgas  called  upon  the 
American  Hod  Cross  to  muster  into  active  duty  six  of  the 
twenty-live  base  hospitals  which  were,  on  April  G,  11)17,  pra 
ticully  complete  in  organization,  equipment  and  personnel 

The  Lakeside  Unit,  Base  Hospital  No.  4,  on  April  28  w 
sent  notilicalion  of  Impending  mobilization.    Tlie  Surgeon  Gen- 
eral did  not  C4ill  (»ut  the  nurses'  aides  who  had  been  attached 
tu  the  base  hospitul  units,  but  authorised  that  tifteeu  additional 
nurses   should    l)e   selected    from    the   reserve    nurses    alread. 
authorized  and  should  go  forward  in  their  pburr*.     All  nu 
were  instructed  in  rep<irt  either  to  the  Lakeside  Uuepital 
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IW  Cross  headquarters  iu  Now  York  City,  if  they  were  then 
located  uearer  the  port  of  cmbarkatiou  thau  Clevelaud. 

The  reastjiis  as  understood  by  the  Nursing  Servioe  of  the 
Surgeon  General  for  not  uasiirnin^  the  twenty-live  nurses'  aides 
attached  to  each  base  hospital  unit  to  active  service  were  ^ven 
in  a  letter  written  by  Miss  Noyes  August  9,  1917,  to  Major 
Fred  T.  ilurpby,  director  of  Base  Hospital  No,  21: 

The  decision  against  the  use  of  our  nurses*  aides  in  France 
was  TpniJfTfd  [by  thf*  roprcsoiitative]  of  the  English  Oovprn- 
n»cnt.  Their  arguments  appearetl  to  us  ■well-grouniled. 
Briefly,  they  aniounted  to  tliis :  although  the  utili/atiou  of 
lay  women  of  French  and  English  hirlli  was  necessary  be- 
cause of  the  lack  in  France  of  a  prufei^sional  nursing  body  anrl 
nn  inadeqiiflte  supply  in  Knglaiul  and  although  they  had  per- 
formed good  pcrviee  in  many  instances,  their  assignment  had 
been  considered  upon  the  whole  an  unsatisfactory  way  of 
meeting  the  situation.  Constant  thangee  were  necessary. 
Many  of  the  nurses*  aides,  unused  to  hardships  and  long  hours 
of  work,  had  to  ho  returned  home.  As  the  hospitals  wore  not 
far  removed  from  either  Great  Britain  or  the  aides'  homes  in 
France,  this  was  not  difficult.  It  became,  however,  a  differ- 
ent problem  when  tlie  nurses'  aides  would  need  to  he  trans- 
ported over  three  thousand  miles  of  o<'ean.  This,  briefly,  is 
the  rcaj^on  fnr  the  decision  as  rendered  by  our  Government 
upon  the  advice  of  tlie  French  and  English. 


rTho  chief  nurse  of  Base  Hospital  No.  4  Avas  Grace  Allison 
and  this  history  is  indebted  to  her  for  an  excellent  report  of 
the  experiences  of  her  unit.     Misa  Allison  was  born  in   Port 

»  Austin,  Michigan.  Following  her  graduation  from  the  Lake- 
side Training  School  for  Nurses,  Clevelaud,  Ohio,  she  was  for 
one  year  superintendent  of  the  North  Pacific  Saiuitorium, 
Portland,  Oregon.  In  l!)()f),  she  matriculated  at  Teachers  Col- 
lege, New  York,  but  interrupted  her  work  there  from  11)10  to 
1011  to  take  the  position  of  assistant  principal  at  the  Lakeside 
School  for  Nurses.  She  returnc*!  to  New  York  in  1011  as  su- 
perintendent of  nnrses  at  the  P(dycHnic  Hospital  and  remainetl 
IB  that  position  for  two  years.  In  1013,  she  again  took  up  her 
work  at  Teachers  College,  received  her  B.  S.  degree  in  June, 
1015,  nnd  went  hack  to  Cievehmd  ns  principal  of  the  Lnkeaide 
School  for  Nurses.  From  tliis  position,  she  was  ordered  with 
her  xinh  into  active  service.  Dr.  Crile,  it  will  be  remembered, 
the  director  of  this  unit. 
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Base  Hospital  No.  4  embarked  May  8 ;  Miss  Allison  reported^ 
the  arrival  of  the  unit  iu  France: 

From  Soutiiampton  we  were  transferred  to  the  hospital 
shij*  }ye.siern  AnHtroIiu.  Moruing  i-auie  and  we  lay  at  auchor 
in  the  Seine  River.  The  fog  had  disappeare<l  and  the  sun 
shone  brightly.  .  .  . 

Up  to  this  time  war  seemed  remote.  As  we  passed  small 
villages  or  lonely,  thatched  cottages  with  their  groups  of  aged 
peasant  folk  with  [x*rhups  one  ur  two  young  children  or  in- 
fants, we  realized  keenly  how  tlie  three  and  oue-half  years 
of  warfare  had  deprived  them  of  their  sons  and  fathers. 
Young  women  had  gone  forward  to  munition  plants  and 
factories.  From  a  German  prison  camp  hundreds  of  soldiers 
ga/ed  with  interest  through  a  hurh-wire  fence  upon  us  but  I 
doubt  if  tliey  comprehended  the  significance  of  the  entrance 
of  America  into  the  war.  Later  one  remarked,  when  seeing 
the  insignia  of  the  United  States  upon  the  uniform  of  an 
American  ollieer:  "America!    And  are  you  with  us  at  last?" 

At  the  close  of  the  day.  May  26,  wc  approached  Kouen. 
As  the  ship  steamed  toward  the  dock,  great  throngs  of  people 
crowded  to  the  wharf.  Women  dressed  in  mourning  and 
children,  with  pale,  emaciated  faces  and  black  aprons,  pre- 
sented a  sad  picture.  Their  cries  of  **Vive  VAmirique!"  we^ 
will  not  soon  forget  "" 


After  debarkation  came  a  two  mile  march  through  the  deep- 
ening twilight,  rhen  a  trip  in  dusty  ambuluuoes  and  the  unit 
finally  reached  its  destination,  No.  D  General  Hospital,  Britia 
Expeditionary  Forces,  Rouen,  PVance. 

No.  9  General  Ilospital  was  located  in  twenty-five  lo 
brown-stained  W(X>dpn  hxits  and  many  dun-colored  tents  lying 
in  parallel  streets.  The  Iniildings  were  surrounded  by  neatly- 
trimmed  lawns  and  vegetable  gardens.  Near  the  administration 
building  was  a  Hag  pole  from  which,  upon  the  arrival  on  May 
27,  l'.>17,  of  this  first  contingent  of  the  American  Ex})edi- 
tionary  Forces  upon  Allied  soil,  the  Stara  and  8trij»es  floated 
for  the  first  time  with  the  Union  Jack  and  the  It<»d  Cross  flag. 

No.  U  General  Hospital  was  of  twenty-two  hundred  and  fifty 
bed  capacity,  with  an  emergency  expansion  which  allowed  for 
three  hundred  and  fifty  additional  patients.  The  medical  di- 
vision tvnsisled  of  ten  larg**  huts,  each  accommodating  about 
forty  beds.  Potatoes  were  planted  between  the  parnllet  rows  of 
brown  wooden  buildings.     This  vegetable  was  hard  to  secure 
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in  the  French  markets.  The  adniinistratiou  buildings,  the 
operating-room  pavilion,  the  putient's  recreation  and  mess 
halla  and  the  Quartermaster's  department  occupied  the  center  of 
the  hospital  grounds.  To  the  right  was  the  surgicjil  division, 
situated  iu  fourteen  tents  and  in  ten  huts  similar  to  those  of 
the  medical  division. 

The  wards  differed  from  thoee  of  the  American  military 
hospitals  chiefly  in  the  type  of  furniture  and  supplies.  Miss 
Allison  wrote: 

The  iron  beds  are  painted  black  with  a  short  head  and  foot 
piece  60  attached  to  the  legs  of  the  bed  as  to  permit  their 
being  douf>led  under,  mnking  a  Hat  surface  which  nuiy  be  eon- 
veyed  easily  from  place  to  plaee. 

The  sheets  are  one  hundred  and  live  iuehes  long.  They 
are  turned  bairk  over  the  blanket  at  the  top  of  tlie  bed  and 
also  folded  uppermost  at  the  font  of  the  hud  for  twelve  inches. 
When  a  sheet  is  soiled  at  the  top  from  coming  iu  contact  with 
the  patient's  fowl,  it  may  be  reversed,  t"  provide  a  clean  spaee 
at  the  head  of  the  bed  aud  prevent  the  soiled  part,  still  turned 
uppermost  at  the  foot,  from  coming  iu  contact  with  the 
patient's  feet.  This  device  h  necessary,  not  always  heeautie 
of  the  shortage  of  linen,  but  because  of  the  great  laundry 
problem.  In  many  plates  in  Frauoe,  laundry  is  done  on  the 
stones  adjoining  a  creek.  Hot  water  seerned  almost  inii)06- 
Bible  to  procure  on  ai-count  of  tlie  lack  of  fuel.  Our  soiled 
linen  had  to  be  transported  forty  miles  by  two  large  Army 
trucks. 


The  British  Red  Cross  Society  equipped  the  recreation  hall 
with  reading-tables,  books,  dcaks^  newspapers,  magazines  and 
games;  patients  constnicted  a  stage  and  painted  tiie  curtains 
and  several  "sets."  The  British  Red  Cross  supplied  soap, 
toothbrushes,  treasure  bags,  buttons,  washcloths,  swccta,  cig- 
arettes, socks,  gowns,  binders,  stationery,  small  pillows  and 
other  necessities  to  *'Tommy  Atkins.'*  During  the  spring  of 
1018,  American  troops  were  brigaded  with  the  British  aud  the 
wounded  of  lK>th  nations  were  alike  aeut  down  through  British 

»cs  for  medical  and  nursing  care.  Aa  iVmcrican  wounded 
kUB  occupied  an  average  of  150  beds  a  month  at  No.  9  Gen- 
ial Hospital,  the  American  Red  Cross  established  stores  nearby 
and  8er\cd  these  patients  with  <Mgarettcs,  dux'olate,  stationery 
and  other  comforts  and  luxuries  furnished  by  the  American 
lied  Cross  to  American  troops  wherever  they  were  detailed. 
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After  a  fow  days  during  which  the  Americans  wore  learning 
the  well-established  routine  of  No.   9   General   Hospital,  th 
British  sisters  were  withdrawn.     On  the  morning  after  thei 
departure,  the  l)cwilder(Hl  Ameriean  nurses  found  of  the  fnmi 
ture  which  had  formerly  been  in  the  nurses'  quarters  only  a  fe 
boxes   and   some   neatly-stocked    b<'dding.      It   was   their   first 
intimation  that  the  camp  kit  which   the   British   War  Office 
supplied  each  of  its  nurses  was  carried  by  them  from  one  post^H 
of  duty  to  another.     Tliis  kit  wa:^  composed  of  three  array  blaili^H 
kets  and  a  large  canvas  bag  containing  a  folding  cot,  a  cork^H 
mattress,  a  washstand,  a  snuill  tablt',  a  chair,  a  canvas  pail  in^™ 
which  to  carry  water,  a  lantern,  an  enameled  plate,  a  drinking 
cup,  a  knife,  a  fork  and  a  teaspoon.    The  practice  was  ditTerent 
in   the   United   States,      The  American   Army   furnished    the 
quarters  of  the  nurses,  rather  than  issued  the  articles  directM| 
to  each  nurse.     But  Oeneral  Pershing's  F'irst  Division  had  not  *" 
yet  landed  in  France  and  there  was  no  one  to  furnish  the  quar- 
ters of  these  first  American  nurses  assigned  to  British  bases. 
However,   the   British   Government  came   immediately  to   the 
rescue  and  supplied  the  necessary  articles  for  the  American' 
nurses  both  at  No.  9  General  Hospital  and  at  the  five  other 
bases  to  which  American  nursing  personnel  had  bt^en  assigned. 
Mrs.  Whitelaw  Reid,  of  (lie  London  Chapter  of  tlic  American 
Red    Cross,  sent  each   nurse   articles  of  perwmal  equipment, 
notably  aprons.     The  practice  of  the  British  Army  and  the 
great   need  in  the  harsh  climate  of  France  for  extra   artjclea 
such  as  boots,  sou'westers,  ponchos  nnd  sleeping  bags  weni  im- 
portant factors  in  convincing  the  War  Council  that  the  Ameri- 
can Red  Cross  should  issue  complete  equipment  to  nurses  &ar 
signed  to  active  service  overseas. 

Miss  Allison  commented  upon  the  comfort  and  checrfulnesf! 
of  tlieir  newly-furnished  quarters: 

They  consisted  of  five  long  wooden  buildings,  each  accom- 
modating eighteen  nurses,  and  several  small  canvas-covercd| 
Armstrong  huts.  The  niglit  nur^e.^'  h\it  or  "red-curtainer 
hut'*  had  crimson  hanginjjs  cleverly  arranged  to  shut  out  th«] 
liglit  and  to  serve  as  [lartitionn.  In  our  tlieorful  living  room,] 
with  its  ehiutz-covored  wicker  furniture,  piano  and  abundanctt] 
of  fresh  flowers,  afternoon  tea  was  j»erved  daily. 

"Nurses'  Mens,**  wht?re  we  breakfasted  usually  on  s&rdim 
bread,  butter,  jam  and  cnffce,  was  much  more  attractive  thi 
one  might  suppose  from  the  bare  wooden  walls  and  crosa-beam 
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wiling.  Tho  floors  were  covered  with  plain  brown  linoleum. 
Eight  large  windows  with  pretty  oreton  draperies  and  large 
white  covered  tables  contributed  much  toward  the  cheerful 
appearance  of  the  room. 

The  Quraing  staff  of  Base  Hospital  'No.  4  was  reenforced  in 
July,  1917,  by  the  arrival  of  additional  nurses.  A  Beeond 
detachment  of  seventeen  uiirscs  from  Clovelaud,  Ohio,  joined 
tlio  unit  in  September  of  that  year. 

Wlion  tlio  rigorous  winter  set  in  at  ^o,  0  Gcucrnl  Hospital, 
patients,  siirgc^ons  and  nurses  suilered  from  the  bitterly  cold 
weather.    Miss  Allison  wrote  Miss  Noyes  January  7,  1918: 

Our  water  pipes  have  all  frozen  and  for  three  days  we  had 
no  water,  except  that  which  could  be  carrieil  from  a  distance 
of  a  quarter  of  a  mile.  Our  luits  are  only  summer  buildings 
and  there  is  scarcely  a  room  that  the  outside  cannot  be  seen 
through  many  cracks  in  the  walls.  In  the  nurses'  quarters  we 
have  provided  oil  stoves  and  in  the  mess  hall  we  have  two  coal 
Btoves. 

We  are  now  on  fifty  per  cent  rations  of  oil.  which  means 
only  a  pint  a  day  for  each  stove.  This  provides  only  about 
two  hours  of  heat  for  our  rooms  out  of  the  twenty-four  hours. 
During  the  warmest  part  of  the  day,  the  temperature  in  the 
wards  varies  from  thirty-two  to  forty  degrees.  The  nurses 
are  suffering  from  chilblains. 

The  work  at  No.  9  General  Hospital  followed  the  theory  of 
military  pro<*edure  as  set  forth  in  preceding  sections.  The 
wounded  wore  carried  on  strot<*hor8  from  the  trenches  to  the 
nearest  First  Aid  dressing  station,  which  was  located  in  as 
sheltered  a  spot  as  possible  just  back  of  the  tiring-line.  After 
ihey  had  received  treatment  there,  motor  ambulances  trans- 
ported them  to  tho  nearest  casualty  clearing  station.  These 
stations  were  located  from  four  to  ten  miles  behind  the  first  line 
trenches  and  usually  consisted  of  four  separate  hospitals  grouped 
near  one  another,  each  with  its  own  complete  organization. 
Patients  whose  wounds  showed  upon  examination  that  immediate 

Mention  was  not  imperative,  were  rushed  at  once  to  the  nearest 
;  others  rctpiiring  immediate  aid  or  operaticm  were  cared 
for  at  once  at  the  casualty  clearing  station  by  surgical  teams 
composed  of  two  surgeons,  an  anesthetist,  two  nurs(*a  and  two 
orderlies,  sent  up  from  the  various  base  hospitals  nearest  the 
station. 


44f8   mSTORY  OF  AMERICAN  RED  CROSS  NURSING 

From  the  casualty  clearing  station,  hospital  trains  conveye 
the  wouniJ(*d  aixfy  to  one  hundred  niilo3  tu  the  zone  of  the  baseJ 
Amnaiuiitinu  trains,  however,  had  the  right  of  way,  so  that  the] 
wounded  were  often  completely  exhausted  upon  their  arrivaLj 
Rouen  was  the  clearing  center  for  eleven  British  hospitals  L 
its  immediate  vicinity.     Here  the  deputy   tlirector,    Mcdioi 
Service,   received    information   regarding  all    incoming  cases,] 
allotted  as  many  new  patients  to  each  of  the  hospitals  in  his 
zone  as  their  free  beds  would  accommodate  and  informed  eachi 
base  of  the  type  and  number  of  eases  they  might  expect  withii 
a  given  time.    The  reception  of  patients  was  described  by  Mi* 
Allison: 


When  the  ambiilanoe  trains  arrived  at  the  station,  they 
were  met  by  autoniohile  anihulanccs,  to  which  the  wounded 
were  hurriedly  transn^rrt'd  mid  tjiken  to  the  particular  hos- 
pitals to  which  tlit'V  wore  assigned.  The  main  roadway  was 
often  lined  for  a  distance  of  three  or  four  miles  with  ambu 
lances  coming  and  going.  The  procession  continued  for 
hours. 

The  convoy  bugle  call  at  the  hospital  announced  the  a 
preach  of  the  ambulauces.    Old  sight-seeing  cars,  such  as  Wi 
formerly  saw  in  our  cities"  before  the  war,  were  usually  t 
first  to  appear  and   were   filled  with  the  walking  wounde 
These  patients,  assieted  by  those  less  seriously  wounded  or  by 
orderlies,  hobbled  out  and  were  aasignetl  to  regular  quarters 
as  "walking  eonvulest-eut  patients/'     The  dressing  of  thei 
wounds  was  done  in  a  separate  department.     With  the  assis 
ance  of  orderlies  and  convalescent  patients,  300  dressings 
day  were  often  done  by  three  nurses. 

The  arrival  of  stretcher  eases  necessitated  intense  activity 
the  part  of  nurses  and  orderlies.    Miss  Allison  continued: 

From  the  admission  hut,  the  patients  were  quickly  de- 
spatched to  tbe  wards,  where  they  were  carefully  plat-eil  n\ 
the  heilH,  over  wlii<'h  ronvoy  blankets  hud  betiu  spread.    The 
beds  were  screened  olT  and  the  orderlies  bathed  eat^-h  wound 
man.    Hot  liquid  uourishmcut  was  tlien  provided,  though  th 
patient  often  had  to  be  awaJccnod  from  the  sleep  of  utt 
exhaustion. 

Nurses  cut  down  all  dressings  for  the  inspection  of  the 
Burgiral  staff.     Some  patients,  who  had   lain   in  shell  hoi 
without  medical  attention,  came  with  wounds  inftvted  wi 
maggots;  others  were  admitted  who  had  lost  both  tegs,  whilfi 
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still  others  were  found  with  great  pieces  of  muscle  and  flesh 
torn  away  by  shell  and  shrapnel.  ,  ,  . 

With  eyes  swollen  and  disrharging,  the  body  covered  with 
blisters  and  apfmrent  dii^iomfort  iu  the  respiratory  tract,  the 
gassed  patients  presented  one  of  the  saddest  sights.  They 
expectorated  (piantities  of  blood  and  nearly  all  were  unable 
to  gpeak  above  a  wliisper.  In  a  single  day,  seven  hundred 
came  to  our  hospital. 

A  ward  often  adniitte<1  as  many  as  twenty  new  stretcher 
patientii  at  one  time.  Two  nurses  were  usually  assigned  to 
the  medical  service  and  perhaps  three  to  the  surgical  division 
of  each  hut. 

One  of  Miss  Allison's  descriptions  brings  up  the  picture 
of  another  woman  who  sixty  years  before  at  far-away  Scutari 
ministered  to  England's  wounded; 

Nursing  at  night  was  extremely  difficult;  few  lights  were 
permitted^  owing  to  the  frequent  air  raids.  The  night  nurse 
inspected  the  drei^singt?,  going  from  bed  to  bed  with  a  lantern 
shaded  to  prevent  the  light  from  being  seen  through  the  win- 
dows. One  nurse  detetted  ei^hL  iieniorrhages  in  a  single 
night  Not  one  patient  at  this  base  has  met  death  for  reason 
of  delay  in  rcKognizing  a  hemorrhage.  One  instance  occurred 
where  the  life  of  a  Tommy  was  saved  by  a  nurse  who  made 
constant  pressure  with  her  bare  hand  buried  deeply  in  the 
wound  until  assistance  arrived. 


Evacuation  of  convalescents  oc<nirrpd  almost  nightly.  Each 
patient  was  given  clean  linen,  warm  covering,  fresh  dressings 
and  hot  food  before  his  stretcher  was  hoisted  into  an  ambulance 
for  "Blighty."  But  the  closing  of  the  Channel  to  clear  it  of 
mines  sometimes  disrupted  this  smoothly  running  process  bj 
which  England  cared  for  the  wounded  coming  back  from  Ypres, 
Hixige,  Loos,  Amiens  and  the  Somme. 

Never  at  any  time  was  the  work  light  at  No.   d  General 
ispitaL     Air  raids  added  to  the  strain  of  crowded  wards  and 
'mingly  endless  ct>nvoys.     Miss  Allison  described  the  bomb- 
Tig  of  the  British  bases: 

Aft  the  firing  line  drew  nearer,  we  often  experienced  five 
Rticcessivp  night  raids  in  one  week.  When  notice  of  an  ap- 
proatrhing  plane  was  received,  the  electric  power  was  entirely 
shut  off.    Even  smoking  and  the  use  of  torches  was  strictly 
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forbidden  in  all  areas.    The  wailing  siren  or  pop  of  an  auti- 
airrraft  gun  was  usually  the  first  signal. 

All  nurses  were  required  lu  dress  quickly  and  remain  in 
quarters  as  a  protection  from  the  falling  shrapnel,  until 
ordered  to  the  abris,  Koueii  was  well  fortified  with  anti- 
aircraft gims  and  they  contributed  deafening  sound  during 
a  raid.  ^M 

Often  we  were  ohliged  to  go  to  the  aitris  dug  for  our  priV^B 
teciion.  Only  twenty-five  per  cent  of  our  personnel  were 
issued  trench  or  steel  helmets.  Those  having  none  sought  the 
use  of  water  pails,  wash  Lasins  or  similar  devices,  as  a  head 
covering.  When  we  arrive)]  muddy  and  wet  in  the  trenches^™ 
there  was  nothing  to  do  but  watt,  watih  anil  listen,  lu  look^| 
ing  above  und  around  the  city,  we  could  see  in  the  distance 
pairs  of  sausage  balloons  suspended  nt  different  heights  in 
the  air.  Between  each  a  cable  was  stretched,  cleverly  devised 
to  catch  the  wings  of  a  plane  which,  if  entangled,  would  drop 
to  earth.  Amid  the  sound  of  the  anti-aircraft  guns  we  could 
distinguish  the  destructive  roar  of  an  exploding  enemy  bomb. 
Each  plane  usually  carried  six  bombs,  so  it  was  comparatively 
easy  to  follow  its  general  direction.  Occasionally  a  rocket 
illuminated  the  ground  for  a  wide  area.  At  other  times  in- 
cendiary fires  in  the  petroleum  tanks,  thought  to  be  the  work 
of  spies,  burned  for  twenty-four  hours. 

Some  nurses  did  not  even  have  the  protection  of  a  watel^B 
filled  trench.  Night  nurses  and  oflRcera  remained  on  duty 
through  all  air  raids  to  assist  in  any  emergency.  Each  hut  was 
barricaded  with  sand  bags  which  protected  it  effectively  in  cuso 
a  bomb  dropped  between  the  buildings.  The  sund  bags  were  of 
no  use,  however,  in  case  of  a  direct  hit.  Miss  Allison  wrote 
that  "it  was  surprising  to  find  how  little  fear  was  felt  during 
the  apparent  danger.  One  learned  to  become  a  fatalist  and  to 
hold  oneself  in  readiness  for  any  happenings." 

As  increased  activities  in  the  zone  of  the  advance  made  neces- 
sary the  presence  of  additional  surgeons,  nurses  and  sanitary'  sol- 
diers in  casualty  clearing  stations  and  evacuation  hospitals  at 
the  British  Front,  mobile  hospitals  and  professional  teams 
were  organized  from  among  the  personnel  of  base  hospitals  in 
the  rear.  Happy  indeed  was  the  nurse  whose  skill  sent  her 
forward  to  the  lino!  Miss  Allison  described  this  type  of 
service : 

During  the  summer  of  1917,  Mobile  Unit  No.  6,  ronsisting 
of  altout  ten  ofticers,  twenty  nurses  and  thirty  corpsraeu,  was 
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temporarily  detached  from  Base  Hospital  Xo,  4  for  service 
nearer  the  front.  Betty  Connelly,  of  Cleveland,  was  chief 
nurse.  Thii;  unit,  with  its  complete  equipment  for  a  live 
hundred  bed  hospital,  wa^  tran-sported  from  place  to  place 
by  trucks  especially  <lcyigiicd  for  the  pur|X)ee.  At  one  time 
this  supplemented  the  kd  capacity  of  an  over-crowded  hos- 
pital and  at  another  maintained  itself  as  au  independent  ia- 
stitution  near  the  lirin^  line. 

Canvas  tents  were  stretched  over  a  steel  framework,  which 
not  only  held  the  structure  securely,  but  offered  the  advantage 
of  having  no  center  posts  which  so  often  obstructed  the  pas- 
sage way.  Each  bed  was  apportioned  a  IS^'xlS"  window. 
The  ward:*  were  connected  l)y  canvas-covered  corridors,  which 
also  joined  all  neccbsary  departments  of  the  hospital.  The 
pterilizing  plant  was  miide  stationary  on  a  truck  which  f6rmed 
one  wall  of  the  opcnitin^-room.  Perniiincntly  fixed  on  this 
truck  was  a  fire  box,  a  boiler  and  instrument  and  dressing 
sterilizer.  A  small  room  adjacent  was  fully  equipped  for 
the  net^eesary  X-ray  work  and  permitteti  the  patient  being 
wheeled  in  on  the  oi>erating-room  table  and  out  again.  A 
laundry  was  also  established  on  two  adjoinin^^  trucks.  On 
the  one  was  the  fireUix,  boiler,  washer  and  extractor  and  on 
the  trailer  was  the  dryer  with  a  small  stove  in  the  rear. 

Hospitals  are  primarily  places  of  life  and  death.  The  work 
of  caring  for  the  df^ad  was  ns  inexorable  aa  that  of  caring  for 
the  living.  Mias  Allison  described  the  burial  of  soldiers  who 
died  at  No,  9  General  Hospital : 


At  the  far  corner  of  the  base  was  situated  a  small  building 
in  front  of  which  wtn^  a  mound  surrounded  by  flowers  and  an 
ivy  vine  which  cliiutjed  up  over  the  windows.  A  narrow 
pathway  led  into  a  small  mortuary.  Against  the  white  board 
walls  rested  a  flower-decked  altar. 

Many  of  our  Tummies  and  American  boys  found  here  rest 
after  the  days  of  battle.  Burial  services  were  coiulmted  in 
the  small  chapel  within  the  cemetery  grounds.  Kvcry  after- 
noon rough  cottins  wore  carried  there  upon  the  shoulders  of 
eipht  British  or  American  soldiers  and  lowered  into  a  deep 
trench,  three  cof!ins,  one  upon  another.  Often  a  single  rela- 
tive had  arrived  from  England  and  stood  alone  in  her  grief 
except  for  the  nurses  accompanying  her.  The  chaplain  read 
the  simple  service,  the  three  volleys  rang  out  and  the  cadence 
of  the  "Last  Popt"  came  echoing  sweetly  back.  The  aching  of 
those  lonely  hearts  was  usually  too  deep  for  tears. 
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During  the  first  twelve  months  in  which  Base  Hospital  No. 
was  stationed  at  No.  9  General  Hospital,  82,17D  patients  were 
cared  for  by  the  Americans.  Thr  largest  single  day's  work  was 
that  of  March  27,  1018,  when  1125  patients  were  convoyed  in 
and  out 

Overlooking  the  Knglish  Channel,  midway  between  Calais 
and  the  mouth  of  the  Somine,  lay  the  French  village  of  Dannea 
Camiera,  tiie  destination  of  United   States  Army  Base   Hos- 
pital No.  "n  organized  at  the  Peter  Bent  Brigham  Hospital  and-^ 
at  Han'ard  Medical  School,  Cambridge,  Mass.  ^1 

The  second  of  the  Ued  Cross  base  hospitals  to  go  overseas, 
this  unit  has  been  t<'rnied  Kith  the  Peter  Bent  Brigham  Tnit 
and  the  Second  Harvard  Unit.     It  will  be  remembered  tha^H 
the  first  Harvard  Unit  had  been  organized  without  assistance^ 
from  the  American  Red  Cross  and  had  been  assigned  during 
the  spring  of  1915  to  service  at   No.   23   General   Hospital, 
British  Expeditionary  Forcea.     To  avoid  confusing  Base  Hoa-^ 
pital  No.  5  with  the  first  Harvard  Unit,  it  will  be  designated  il^H 
this  history,  when  its  military  appellation  is  not  used,  as  the^^ 
Peter  Bent  Brigham  Unit, 

Dr.  Harvey  Cushing  had  organized  this  unit  and  was  its 
director.  Colonel  Rol>ert  Urie  Patterson,  formerly  chief  of 
the  Red  Cross  Bureau  of  ^ledical  Service  at  National  Head- 
quarters, was  detailed  by  the  Surgeon  General  as  commanding 
officer  of  Base  Hospital  No.  5  after  it  was  mustered  into  the 
Medical  Corps  and  he  led  the  nnit  into  foreign  service.  Carrie  [ 
M.  Hail  was  chief  nurse.  Following  her  graduation  from  the 
Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  Miss  Hall  was  sui>erinlendeni 
for  four  years  of  the  Margaret  Pillsbury  General  Hospital, 
Concord,  New  Hampshire.  She  then  entered  Teachers  College 
for  a  course  in  training  school  administration.  In  1912  she 
became  8Uj)erintendent  of  the  Training  School  of  Peter  Bent 
Brigham  Hospital,  of  Boston,  and  remained  in  tliis  position 
until  as  cliief  nurse  she  was  ordered  with  the  Peter  Bent 
Brigham  Unit  into  active  ser\'ice. 

The  personnel  of  Base  Hospital  No.  5  mobilissed  in  Boston      i 
on  May  <J  and  sailed  from  New  York  five  days  later.     Upon 
their  arrival  at  Dannes  Camiers  on  May  31,  they  took  over 
No.    11    General    Hospital.    British    Expeditionary   Forces,   a 
well-oetablislicd  British  base  of  two  thousand  beds. 

In   organization    and    in    work.    No.    11    General    Hospital 
closely  resembled  the  t^'pe  of  institution  which  has  been  de- 
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scribed  in  the  section  which  rr**ouiit9  the  experiences  of  the 
Lakeside  Unit.  No.  11  General  Hospital  was  housed,  however, 
chiefly  under  canvas. 

Of  the  ten  thousand  American  nurses  who  served  with  the 
American  and  Britiali  Expeditionary  Forces  during  the  Euro- 
pean War,  only  three  were  wounded  in  line  of  duty.  One  of 
the  three  was  Eva  Jean  Parmclee,  a  member  of  Base  Hos- 
pital No.  5.  She  de&cril.>ed  the  air  raid  which  brought  the 
Erst  mortalities  to  the  Americans  at  Dannes  Camiers: 

On  a  bright  moonlight  night,  September  4,  came  our  initial 
experience  with  Itornlis.  It  wan  li):'M)  P.M.  and  my  two  long 
tents  were  absctlutely  quiet.  Our  liKlit-**  t*ontrolh'<l  by  a  cen- 
tral switch,  ha<3  iu>  sooner  winkfd  rmt  than  the  siren  of  the 
cement  factory  blew  its  air  raiil  \viirniii«^.  My  orderly,  Oscar 
Tugo,  came  running  from  bin  supper;  1  met  him  in  the  road 
in  front  of  our  two  tents.  Suddenly  above  us  we  heard  the 
hum  of  the  planes,  Faw  a  sputtering  streak  of  sparks  drop 
from  the  sky  and  Tugo  cried  out.  "Why,  they're  liere !'' 

After  a  deafening  roix>rt,  I  found  myself  in  the  ditch.  The 
choking,  sulphurous  smell  and  the  noise  made  me  feel  as  if  1 
were  beijig  stirred  up  in  a  great  bowl  of  reeking  gunpowder. 
Four  more  reports  followed  and  I  said  to  myself:  "We're 
done  for — they're  wiping  us  out  !'* 

Then  I  heard  the  calls  of  the  wounded:  "Sister — Sister!" 
I  jumped  up  and  flashlight  in  hand  (for  we  clung  to  our 
lights)  ran  to  the  tent  door.  A  glance  showed  tlie  nearest 
man  to  be  bleeding  badly.  Doctors,  nurses  and  men  with 
stretchers  were  arriving.  ...  I  crossed  over  to  the  other  tent 
and  found  the  whole  front  se<'tion  had  been  blown  up,  beds, 
lockers,  floor  and  all.  Not  a  patient  was  in  ?ight.  Though 
wounded,  however,  they  were  all  living  und  had  been  plai-ed 
"in  other  wards.  In  tlie  officers'  quarters  and  the  reception 
tent,  seveh  of  the  command  lost  their  lives  and  several  were 
gravely  wounded.  Tugo,  my  orderly,  had  been  killed.  I 
escaped  with  two  tiny  face  wounds  and  a  black  eye,  though 
shrapnel  had  torn  my  skirt  and  apron  and  cut  away  my  wrist 
watch  60  that  only  the  strap  remained. 


The  Peter  Bent  Brigham  Unit  was  transferred  November  1, 
1017,  to  Boulogne-sur-Mer  to  take  over  No.  13  General  Hos- 
pital, British  Expeditionary  Forces.  Here  during  the  spring 
and  summer  of  1918,  they  shared  the  hard  service  which  all  the 
Britiah  hospitals  esperienced. 


454    HISTORY  OF  ^UlERICAN  RED  CROSS  NURSING 


On  the  great  cliffs  above  the  frotfiil  Chaunel  at  nearby 
fitrctut,  U.  S.  Aruiy  Base  Hospital  No.  2.  organized  as  the 
Pn'sbvtcriaii  Hospital  Unit,  New  York  City,  took  over  on 
June  10,  ll>17,  No.  1  General  Hospital  of  the  British  Expedi- 
tionary Foreea.  Dr.  Gt'orge  Emerson  Brewer  was  director 
of  the  unit.  Miss  Maxwell  had  organized  the  nursing  staff  but 
Janet  Christie,  her  iissistnnt,  nccMmipanied  the  unit  as  chief 
nurse  when  it  was  ordered  into  the  firld.  Mrs.  Christie  was 
a  graduate  of  the  Prc8b3*terian  School  of  Nurses  and  for  thirteen 
years  had  served  in  various  executive  capacities  at  this  institu- 
tion. She  was  among  the  first  hundred  nurses  who  had  been 
enrolled  in  190r»  in  the  American  lied  Cross. 

fitrctat,  tho  Hunilot  of  the  Setting  Sun,  had  \)evu  a  favorite 
resort  for  artists  and  authors,  because  of  the  beauty  of  its  crea- 
ccnt-shaped  beach  and  its  high  cliffs  ov(^rlookiug  the  ChanneL 
The  many  hotels  and  villas  were  r(M]iiiHitioned  during  the  war 
for  use  as  hospitals.  No.  1  General  Hospital  was  located  iu  the 
Casino  and  in  various  hotels.  A  large  private  house  formed 
an  officers'  hospital.  A  ncwiy-built  villa,  charming  both  in 
architecture  and  in  location,  was  fitted  up  by  the  British  Army 
as  a  home  for  sick  nurses. 

During  the  German  offensives  of  March-July,  1918,  this 
hospital  received  between  sixty  and  seventy  British  and  Ameri- 
can nurse  refugees.  As  the  German  lines  were  advanced,  many 
of  the  casualty  clearing  stations  and  evacuation  hospitals  of  the 
Allies  were  bombed  and  shelled  completely  out  of  existence. 
The  nurses  and  surgeons  had  Iwen  working  night  and  day  to 
care  for  the  greatly-increased  numbers  of  wounded  and  when 
the  lines  broke  under  savage  assaults  of  the  enemy,  the  nurses 
fell  back  to  fitretat  in  a  state  of  almost  total  collapse. 

United  States  Army  Base  Hospital  No.  2  sent  forward 
operating  teams  during  lill7  and  li)18  for  service  at  casualty 
clearing  stations  on  the  Briti.th  Front.  Anne  Penland^  who  had 
iK'cn  iinesthetisf  nt  the  Presbyterian  Hospital,  was  sent  up  with 
the  first  team  and  held  the  honor  of  IxMUg  one  of  the  first,  if 
not  the  first,  nurse  anesthetists  to  go  otHciully  to  the  British 
Front.  ^lajor  Darrach.  of  the  Presbyterian  Unit,  was  one  of 
the  snr^vins  to  take  up  a  team  and  he  told  the  incident  by 
which  Miss  Penlaiid  won  tho  cnnfidence  of  the  liritish  officers. 
When  they  arrived  at  tJie  cjisualty  clearing  station,  the  British 
officer  asked,  "But  where  is  your  ancBthetist  ?" 

Major  Darrach  indicated  Miss  Penland,  r  small,  quiet  woman. 
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**But  often  there  are  eight  or  ten  patieuta  at  once,  big  chaps,*' 
expostulated  the  Britisher,  "And  they  atnigglel" 

**Wait  and  see,"  promised  Major  Darraeh. 

During  a  lull  in  the  work  whifh  followed,  the  British  officer 
came  baek  to  llajor  Darnu'h,  praised  Miss  Penlaud's  work 
and  conchided,  **But  she  always  seems  to  draw  the  quiet,  peace- 
ful chaps." 

"Come  and  see  why,"  suggested  the  American  surgeon. 

They  approached  the  table  where  iliss  Peuland  was  anesthet- 
izing a  broad-shouldered  Tonuny  who  seemed  inclined  to  tight 
the  ether.    Miss  Penland  leaned  over  and  murmured  soothingly : 

"There,  dear,  it  won't  hurt  you  a  bit, — -there, — there." 

At  the  sound  of  her  low,  distinctly  feminine,  southern  voice, 
the  Tommy  looked  up  in  surprise,  then  grinned  with  perfect 
confidence  and  "went  under"  without  a  struggle.  So  success- 
ful was  her  work  that  the  British  decided  to  train  their  own 
nurses  for  this  service  and  thus  relieve  several  hundred  doctors 
for  medical  and  surgical  work.  Several  hospitals  in  the  Rouen 
and  Le  Tre|xirt  an^as,  among  them  No.  1  General,  were  chosen 
as  training  centers  for  these  British  nurses. 

Other  operating  teams  were  sent  forward  during  the  winter 
and  spring  of  1018.  Twenty-three  nurses  of  Base  Hospital 
No.  2,  with  Jane  Rignel  as  chief  nurse,  were  detached  from 
the  staff  at  No.  1  General  Hospital  at  fitretat  and  were  sent 
forward  to  the  American  Front  to  form  the  nursing  staff  of 
Mobile  Hospital  No.  2,  American  Expeditionary  Forces. 

No.  1  General  Hospital  drew  patients  largely  from  the  Third 
Army  Sector  of  the  British  Front  and  *n'aeuated  them  by  ambu- 
lance Uirough  Le  Havre.  French,  Italian,  Colonial,  East  In- 
dian, Arab  and  Portuguese  wounded,  and  American  wnnnded 
after  the  First  Divisifin  had  entered  the  lines,  fttund  real  and 
cnre  in  the  seven  hotels  whieh  the  British  Array  had  equipped 
as  hospitals.  The  personnel  of  F5ase  Hospital  No.  2  were  always 
busy.  In  transmitting  a  communication  to  National  Headquar- 
ters, Mrs,  Christie  summarized  their  work  in  a  few  words 
which  pointed  to  the  most  worth-while  service  that  war  nurses 
can  give:  **Our  experienees  were  not  si)ectacular  in  any  way. 
^e  occ4i8ioualIy  heard  guns  and  got  our  warnings,  but  the 

?ater  part  of  the  time  we  simply  had  steady,  hard  work." 

Though  the  Presbyterian  Unit  was  located  well  behind  the 
lines,  b*>th  casualties  from  air  raids  of  the  enemy  and  death  from 
overwork  and  exposure  brought  to  its  members  a  realization  of 
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the  sadness  of  war.  Beatrice  Mary  MacDonald;,  a  member  oJ 
this  unit,  was  the  first  American  nurse  to  be  wounded  in  thi 
European  War.  She  had  been  sent  forward  as  a  member  of 
detached  team  to  No.  61  Casualty  Clearing  Station,  near  St.' 
Sixte's  Convent,  Belgium.  Seven  surgical  teams,  five  British 
and  two  American,  were  on  detached  duty  hero  during  July, 
1917;  the  two  American  teams  had  been  organized  from  thw 
Presbyterian  and  the  Pennsylvania  units.  Helen  Grace  MoJ 
Clelland,  a  nurse  serving  with  the  Pennsylvania  team,  de-] 
scribed  the  air  raid  of  which  Miss  MacDonald  was  a  victimij 

Miss  MacDonald  and  I  had  been  relieved  at  4  P.M.,  Augus 
17,   1917,  and   were  expected   to   report  for  duty  again   a1 
twelve.     We  had  been  af*leep  and  were  awakened  by  the  hum-?* 
ming  of  German  motors.     I  looked  at  my  watcli  to  see  if  \V 
were  time  to  go  on  duty,  but  it  was  only  10:15  P.M.    Theni 
the  bombs  began  to  drop.    We  reached  for  our  tin  hats  which! 
we  always  kept  lianfjing  with  our  gas  masks  on  the  cot. 
put  mine  on  the  side  of  my  head  and  covered  up  again.    Miaij 
MacDonald  was  Hiiglilly  raised  ou  her  elbow  when  two  bomb» 
struck  the  cook  house  nearby  and  a  piece  of  shrapnel  camttj 
through  our  tent  wall  and  penetrated  her  eye;  another  pieo< 
struck  her  cheek.     Two   English  nurses  were  also  woundi 
and  the  nurse  in  the  tent  next  to  ours  was  thrown  out  of  bedi 
by  the  concussion. 

Our  tent  was  about  twenty-five  or  thirty  feet  from  th< 
place  where  the  bombs  struck.  In  the  field  alongside  o\ 
compound,  there  was  a  row  of  five  holes  where  they  ha< 
dropped  their  bombs.  Even  with  my  eyes  closed  I  had  seel 
the  Hashes  from  the  explosions.  The  concussion  was  terrific 
and  things  came  flying  through  our  tent,  tearing  great  holefl] 
out  of  it.  The  cook,  who  had  just  returned  that  day  froi 
leave  in  England,  was  blown  to  pieces. 

The  olhcers,  who  had  been  in  their  mess  tent  when  th< 
bombs  struck,  cnmc  over  at  once,  calling:  "Are  any  of  the 
Sisters  hurt)^'  I  answered,  "Yes,'*  and  two  of  them  entei 
with  flashlights.  Miss  MacDonald  was  then  placed  on 
stretdicr  and  taken  to  the  operating-tent  for  a  more  thorou>;h' 
examination.  As  there  was  an  ambulance  train  on  the  track 
then  being  Ioa4led  for  the  zone  of  the  base,  she  was  put  on  it 
and  it  was  ordered  to  Boulogne,  the  ophthalmic  center. 

Although  ^fiss  MacDduald  lost  the  sipht  of  her  right  eye,  she' 
returned  to  duty  at  Houlognt?  aud  remained  in  service  with  hear 
unit  until  two  months  after  the  Armistice. 
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Fourteen  base  hospitals  served  during  the  winter  of  1917- 
1918  in  France;  six  of  them  were  attached  to  the  British  Ex- 
peditionary Forces  and  eight  to  the  American  forces.  Al!  of 
the  nurses  found  the  rigorous  climate  and  the  heavy  work  a 
more  severe  test  of  their  stamina  than  the  Utmhs  of  eneray 
raiders.  First  one  nurse  and  then  another,  amim^  the  statl  of 
one  hundred  in  each  hospital,  grew  eick  during  the  lilcak  winter 
months  aJid  here  and  there  in  the  British  and  American  bases, 
a  nurse  died  and  was  buried  with  nn'litary  honors.  The  fol- 
lowing account  of  the  funeral  of  Amabel  S.  Roberts,  a  nurse 
and  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  ITriit,  was  published  in  the 
Military  Number  (May,  1918)  of  the  American  Journal  of 
Nursing: 

At  6:15  P.M.  on  Thursday,  January  17,  1918,  Amabel  S. 
Roberts,  reserve  nurse,  Arn»y  Nurse  Corps.  .  .  ,  No.  1,  Gen- 
eral Hospital,  fttretat.  France,  gave  up  the  life  she  had  de- 
voted to  the  service  of  others.  Her  illness,  one  of  the  most 
deadly  of  infections,  had  lasted  barely  three  days. 

.  .  .  The  serviees  were  to  be  held  at  the  Blanquet,  the 
nurses*  quarters,  and  in  a  moment  the  narrow  street  was 
choked  with  troops  wliu  formed  in  a  long  double  rank  on 
either  side  of  the  street  leading  to  the  gate.  For  fifteen  min- 
utes the  men  stood  at  attention  while  the  simple  services  were 
being  held  inside  the  Blanquet  and  then  the  leaden  casket  was 
brought  out  and  placed  on  a  stretcher  carriage  covered  with 
flags.  The  carriage  moved  slowly  down  the  street  between  the 
two  ranks  of  men  who  uncovered  their  heads  as  it  passed.  As 
it  reached  the  end  of  the  lines,  the  files  telescoped  on  them- 
selves and  fell  in  behind. 

It  was  an  impressive  procession.  .  .  .  The  masses  of 
flowers  that  buried  tlie  casket  flamed  against  the  somber  back- 
ground. ,  .  ,  The  dark  blue  uniforms  of  the  nurses  blended 
with  the  blue  and  leather  of  those  of  the  ambulance  drivers 
and  both  were  relieved  by  the  flowing  white  head-dresses  of 
members  of  the  V.  A.  Ds.  And  then  came  the  olive  drab  as 
the  ofhcers  marched  past,  heading  the  solid  ranks  of  men  in  a 
long  column  of  fours,  with  the  horizrjn  blue  of  the  poUus 
following.  One  felt  sure,  somehow,  that  she  would  liave  been 
glad  to  know  that  the  poUus  were  there.  They  were  all 
wounded  and  some  of  them  hobbled  along  on  sticks  while 
one  or  two  gave  an  arm  to  a  comrade  who  had  risked  hia 
strength  to  come.  .  .  . 

More  khaki  as  the  British  marched  and  then  the  patients. 
Some  of  them  wore  uniform  coats,  but  most  of  them  were  in 
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blues,  that  strange  ili-fitting  garb  of  the  convalescent.  Afi 
these  came  all  Etretat.  women  and  old  men  unfit  for  sei 
ice  .  .  .  in  clumping  wooden  ehoes,  some  leading  little  chi 
dren.  the  lame,  the  halt  and  the  blind,  the  old  and  the  weak,- 
they  knew  of  bitter  experience  and  they  could  sympathi; 
It  was  not  an  imi)ersonal  sorrow  that  the  French  gave.  Thei*! 
had  known  her.  .  .  . 

Some  of  us  have  felt  from  time  to  time  that  in  this  oil 
world  we  have  found  only  a  land  out-worn,  devitalized  and] 
cold,  but  as  the  funeral  procession  of  our  sister  passed  througW 
the  narrow  streets  between  the  rows  of  Norman  houses  witKI 
their  gabled  roofs,  that  feeling  changed  and  there  was  com- 
fort in  the  change.    One  felt  a  sense  of  sheltering  protection^,! 
the  promise  of  a  mother  old  in  tlie  ways  of  pain. — that  shej 
would  care  for  that  which  we  bequeathed  her  until  such  tim( 
ns  we  could  claim  our  own.     Through  the  outskirts  of  thej 
town  the  column  went,  past  the  old  Norman  church  with  i1 
strong,  restful  lines,  an<l  into  the  cemetery. 

There,  beyond  the  civilian  portion  with  its  crowded  tombt] 
and  quaint  head  stones,  upon  a  little  slope  above  the  rest  is 
phalanx  of  black  wooden  crosses  which  mark  the  restinj 
places  of  those  who  have  died  that  a  better  world  might  cornel 
into  being.  Here  the  procession  halted.  A  grave  had  beeni 
dug  in  the  center,  between  the  two  larger  plots.  Far  ofT  in 
one  corner  of  the  cemetery  lay  a  German,  a  prisoner  of  war. 
and  one  felt  that  in  the  great  democracy  of  deaths  all  war  had 
been  forgotten.  | 

At  the  foot  of  the  prave  stood  Padre  Johnston;  at  the  head 
and  on  the  upper  side  were  grouped  the  nurses.  Further  up 
were  the  officers  and  behind  them  and  extending  diiwn  behind, 
the  nurses  were  the  enlisted  men  of  all  nationalities.  The, 
sun  shone  warmly  and  a  soft  wind  came  up  from  the  sea-! 
The  beautiful  service  of  the  Church  of  England  was  readj 
through.  ...  At  last  the  pall  bearers  stood  clear  and  tlie 
buglers  stepped  forward.  Taps  were  blown  for  the  first  tirnt 
in  fitretat  over  an  open  grave.  We  had  become  so  used  toJ 
the  **Lfl8t  Post''  that  we  had  almost  forgotten  the  real  beauty] 
of  Taps  but  now  its  piercing  sweetness  struck  home. 
''Go  to  sleep.  Go — to — sleep."  It  was  an  end  and  a  be- 
ginning. 

A  plain  wooden  cross  will  mark  her  grave,  a  cross  differing 
in  nowise  from  the  crosses  which  surround  it,  except  in  the 
name  painted  in  white  upon  its  arms.  It  waa  suggested  that 
some  more  elaborate  memorial  might  be  fitting  but  surely 
none  i^ould  fit  so  well.  It  is  a  soldier's  cross  for  one  who  died 
like  B  soldier. 
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No,  10  General  Hospital,  British  Expeditionary  Forces,  was 
located  at  Le  Tn-jwrt,  France,  an  hour's  journey  by  motor  from 
Dieppe,  and  was  the  destination  of  U.  S.  Army  Base  Hospital 
No.  10.  The  personnel  of  this  unit  had  been  chosen  from  among 
the  alumnie  and  the  staff  of  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital,  Phila- 
drlphia.  Pa.  Dr.  Richard  H,  Harte  was  the  director  and 
Margaret  A.  Dunlop  was  the  chief  nurse. 

Miss  Dunlop  was  a  veteran  in  war  service.  The  daughter 
of  a  Connecticut  cler^vmuu,  she  was  educated  at  Normal  Col- 
lege»  New  York  City,  and  at  the  Presbyterian  Hospital,  Phila- 
ilelpiiia.  Pa.  For  ten  years  she  was  assistant  directress  of 
nurses  at  the  Presbyterian  Hospital.  She  became  Matron  and 
auperintendent  of  nurses  at  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital  in  1009, 
Immediately  following  the  dwlaration  of  war  in  August,  1914, 
the  American  Ambulance  called  her  to  Paris  as  chief  nurse. 
Upon  her  return  to  the  United  States  in  1916,  she  organized 
nursing  staff  of  Base  Hospital  No.  10.     Her  strong,  ener- 

^ic  personality,  her  initiative  and  her  ready  humor  made  her 
Admirably  fitted  for  war  nursing. 

The  Pennsylvania  Unit  mobilized  on  May  6,  1917,  in  Phila- 
delphia and  sailed  on  May  19  from  New  York  with  the  St. 
I^uie  Unit  on  the  8.  S.  *SV.  Paul  lx)und  for  Liverpool.  Miss 
Dunlop  marshalled  her  nurses  in  orderly  formations  which  would 
have  done  credit  to  a  veteran  sergeant  of  the  United  States 
Regulars.  The  nurses  of  the  unit  were  divided  into  differeut 
groups,  each  with  its  group  leader  who  received  all  orders  for 
the  nurses  in  her  section  directly  from  Miss  Dunlop  and  who 
was  responsible  to  Miss   Dunlop   for  the   promptness  of  the 

irses  of  her  section,  for  the  appearance  on  time  oi  the  baggage 

id  for  all  other  matters  which  related  to  her  sectiiin.  "Never 
during  the  many  days  of  travel,"  wrote  Miss  Dunlop,  "were 
we  hampered  by  unpunctuality  or  disobedience." 

The  Pennsylvania  and  St.  Ix^uis  units  were  the  third  and 
fourth  branches  of  the  American  Army  to  arrive  in  London 
and  the  reception  which  the  British  gave  them  was  cordial 
indeed.  Hospitable  Londoners  took  the  nurses  sight-seeing  in 
the  day  time  and  asked  them  to  the  theaters  every  night.  Pedes- 
trians noticed  the  nurses'  uniforms  on  the  street,  stopped  them 
to  point  out  places  of  historical  interest  and  insisted  on  taking 
tbem  off  to  tea.  One  of  the  doctors  (»f  the  Pennsylvania  Unit 
laughingly  said  that  *'from  the  time  the  employees  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania  Railroad   cheered   them    in  Jersey   City  until   their 
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arrival  in  France,  the  whole  journey  was  one  long  glorificatio^^ 

for  the  nurses!'*  ^| 

This  cordial  reception  helped  greatly  to  unify  the  British 
and  American  groups.  Miss  Duulop  wrote  "that  "the  period 
in  London  seemed  to  us  at  lirst  a  wonderful  joy  ride,  but  later 
the  wisdom  of  the  scheme  was  understood.  It  brought  the 
American  units  who  were  to  work  with  the  Allies  into  a  bond 
of  kinship  and  good  feeling  which  perhaps  could  not  have 
produced  in  any  other  way." 


;i 


TIk*  Pennsylvania  Unit  left  London  on  June  8,  bound 
Soutlunnptnn  and  France.   Tlicv  tirrivcd  nt  Dieppe  at  one  oVIock^ 
in  the  morning  of  June  11  anil  found  waiting  for  them  British 
"chauffeurines'*  with  their  ambulances.     The  Americans  were 
driven  through  the  mud  and  rain  to  Lc  Treport  and  arrived^ 
at  two  oVlock  at  No,  1(»  General  Hospital,  British  ExpeditioiV^| 
ary  Forces.     Miss  Duiilop  wrote  Miss  Noyea  that  "the  Matron 
was  one  of  God's  owoi ;  she  and  her  nurses  turned  out  and  gavi 
U8  their  beds.     We  were  a  sorry  lot,  without  even  hand  Ii 
gage." 

No.  16  General  Hospital  was  composed  of  eight  low  bi 
which  comprised  the  nurses'  quarters,  thirty-six  long  brown- 
stained  wards,  nine  huts  and  seven  tents  called  barracks  where 
walking  cases  were  housed  and  numerous  temporary  buildings 
of  the  isolation  department.  As  it  was  located  in  one  of  the 
most  forward  points  of  the  British  Zone  of  the  Base,  it  was 
always  busy.  During  the  first  w(H*k  the  Americans  were  i^H 
charge,  the  liospita!  with  a  staff  of  sixty-five  nurses  and  eighteen^ 
members  of  V.  A.  I)h.  nM'eivetl  fourtcvn  hundred  patients,  many 
of  them  heavy  fturgiciil  ami  niustanl  gas  cases.  The  gas; 
soldiers  evoked  the  keenest  nyinputhy.     Miss  Dunlop  wrote: 


ron 

1 


These  patients  wore  horrible  pietures  of  misery.  They 
poured  upon  us  in  ^reat  niiinl)erH,  six  hundred  in  less  than 
forty-eight  bniirs.  ami  their  siilTeriii^rs  were  pitifdl  to  see,  but 
their  bravery,  unselfishness  and  fortitude  stiffened  up  our  own 
courHK**  nt  this  Dur  first  sou!  harassing  introduction  to  t 
indefl<Tihnble  hnrharity  by  which  war  is  infUctcd  upon  t 
individual  soldier.  Being  untrained  to  the  handling  of  su 
large  numbers  of  wounded  and  not  yet  inured  to  the  imrae; 
sity  of  the  work,  it  was  a  tremendous  strain  on  the  miu 
hearts  and  hodiea  of  the  medical  and  of  the  nursing  staff, 
necessity,  the  nurses  had  many  dresnings  to  do.  They  soon 
grew  expert    Our  patient's  one  answer,  when  we  aaked  even 
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the  desperately  wounded  if  they  were  in  pain  was  always: 
"Not  too  bad,  Sifter/' 

During  that  summer  of  1917,  we  had  our  baptism  of  horror 
and  work,  but  ufUT  a  few  montlis  the  whole  unit  settled 
down  to  the  inevitable.  Ay  we  grew  more  elTkieut  in  handling 
large  numbers  of  wounded,  we  grew  less  fearful  that  we 
would  not  prove  equal  to  the  tasks  demanded  of  us. 


I 


I 


Late  in  July,  1917,  the  surgical  teams^  each  composed  of  a 
surgeon,  an  anesthetist,  a  nurse  and  an  orderly  of  Bas<r  Hos- 
pital No.  10  were  sent  forward  from  No.  16  General  Hospital 
for  duty  in  casualty  clearing  stations  at  the  British  Front. 
Helen  Fairehild  "  and  Helen  Grace  McClelland  were  the  nurses 
chosen  for  this  coveted  assignment.  The  team  left  the  base 
at  six  o'clock  on  July  21  in  ambulances  driven  by  British 
"chauffeurines."  Their  first  stop  was  at  Abbeville;  they  then 
proceeded  on  to  Hesden  where  they  spent  the  night  at  a  hotel 
which  had  formerl}^  been  a  hunting  lodge  of  one  of  the  Bour- 
bons. The  V.  A.  D's.  who  drove  the  British  ambulances  were 
not  allowed  to  go  to  the  front,  so  the  surgical  teams  proceeded 
forward  the  next  morning  with  new  drivers.  Miss  McClelland 
wrote: 


After  we  had  left  Hesden,  the  ambulance  ahead  of  us  had 
some  tire  trouiile  so  we  stopped  on  the  crest  uf  a  high  hi!t 
beyond  the  forests  and  caw  miles  away  a  pulf  of  blue  !<niuke 
from  one  of  the  big  gnnsi  and  knew  before  long  that  we  would 
see  some  of  the  dcytruotion  and  agony  which  they  were 
causing. 

We  had  dinner  at  Steenwoorde.    The  town  was  filled  with 

Belgian  troops  and  we  soon  caught  up  on  the  road  beyond 

rilh  great  nnmbers  of  Portuguese  soldiers.     From  this  point 

I,  we  saw  more  and  more  of  the  tremendous  numbers  of 
'men  and  the  vast  amount  of  material  which  are  demanded 
by  war.  Here  were  thovisands  of  pontoon  bridges  for  use  in 
the  <lrive  to  cross  the  Canal  at  Ypres;  here  were  British 
Tommies  with  that  tired,  {piesticining  look  on  their  faces,  that 
look  which  we  saw  later  in  the  eyes  of  all  those  who  had 
bitterly  come  to  know,  as  the  Tommies  said,  that  **a  bit  o' 
war  was  on.'* 

The  trstfic  now  became  more  ronge.<ited  and  we  were  al- 
lowed to  travel  only  on  certain  roads.  Poperinghe  was  being 
shelled   At   certain   hours,   but   we    found   everything  quiet 

*DI«(1  in  line  of  duty;  bco  Appendix:  DeccaBcd  NurMM. 
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there.  We  proceeded  on  to  Proven  and  finally  reached  our 
station^  near  St.  Sixte's  Convent  in  Belgium.  Mies  P^air- 
thild  went  on  with  her  train  to  No.  A  Casualty  Clearing  Sta- 
tion, ami  1  to  No.  <U  Casualty  Clearing  Station.  The  ni*.\t 
aftiTnfK)n  Mit^s  MiuDonnld,  of  the  New  York  Presbyterian 
Unit,  arrived.  From  the  way  we  greeted  encli  other,  the 
British  sisters  thought  we  were  old  friends,  but  we  had  not 
known  of  each  other's  existence  until  we  met  there  at  the 
front 


Surgical  teams  usually  went  up  to  casualty  clearing  stations 
for  duty  lasting  about  forty-t*ight  hours.  The  miraea  cured 
for  men  injured  in  a  particulur  drive  and  then  returned  to  the 
base.  They  were,  therefore,  instructed  to  travel  with  as  little 
baggage  as  possible.  Five  weeks  passed  before  the  American 
nurses  were  able  to  get  more  than  the  forty-eight  hours'  supply  of 
clothing  which  they  had  brought  with  them.  During  these 
weeks,  they  did  their  own  washing  after  they  came  off  duty  and 
hung  it  to  dry  on  tent  ropes.  The  commanding  otficer  hap- 
pened one  day  to  notice  what  was  happening  and  sent  a  special 
car  to  the  base  to  get  additional  clotlxing  and  the  nurses'  nialL 

Miss  McClellnnd  described  the  work  at  No.  01  Caaualty  Cleu^ 
iog  Station :  ^h 

There  were  seven  surgical  teams,  five  British  and  tw^^ 
American,  besides  the  regular  sttitf  of  officers  and  sisters. 
Four  teams  were  assigned  to  day  duty  and  four  toitms  went 
on  at  night  until  a  ''punh"  began,  when  the  schedule  was 
changed  and  the  teams  would  work  for  twelve  hours,  go  off 
for  eight  and  come  on  again  for  twelve.  There  were  five 
operating  tables  in  a  Nissen  hut  and  two  others  in  a  large 
marquee.  The  two  American  teams  were  on  duty  at  tlie  same 
time  and  our  tables  stood  next  to  each  other  in  the  hut. 

When  the  first  big  drive  came  on,  no  one  felt  like  going 
off  duty  while  the  men  were  still  pouring  in  on  us.  One  day 
we  worked  for  twenty-four  hours,  stopping  only  for  nome- 
thing  to  eat.  After  cleaning  up  our  tables,  we  went  to  bed 
at  2  A.M..  but  were  back  on  duty  at  4  A.M.  for  another 
twelve  hour  shift. 

We  who  were  new  to  the  front  were  greatly  impressed  at 
the  efficient  way  in  which  the  work  wa^  carried  on  during  th^H 
drives.     Those  needing  operation  went  dire<'tly  to  the  pfi^| 
operating  tent;  those  sutfering  from  shock  were  sent  to  th^^ 
resuscitafion  tent;  chest  cases  to  their  section;  otlicers  to 
their  tents.  .  .  . 
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During  a  drive  there  were  always  ambulance  trains  on  the 
tracks  waiting  to  he  loaded.  Only  the  worst  cases  were 
brought  into  the  clearing  stations;  the  others  were  taken 
directly  onto  the  trains,  which  carried  a  certain  number  of 
cot  ca8^  and  a  certain  number  of  ''walkers.**  As  soon  as  its 
quota  was  complete,  the  train  was  sent  down  to  the  base. 

BairnBfathers'  picture  of  a  casualty  clearing  station,  show- 
ing the  men  on  stretchers,  most  of  them  asleep,  is  very  good. 
Kven  those  who  were  horribly  wounded  slept  the  sleep  of 
utter  exhaustion. 

1  shall  never  forget  those  men ;  they  never  had  a  word  of 
complaint.  When  you  asked  them  if  they  were  suffering 
much  pain,  they  would  answer:  ''It's  drawing  a  bit,  SiHter." 
When  a  Ind  would  say  to  the  doctor  who  was  examining  hira, 
"Do  you  think  it  will  be  a  Blighty,  sir?"  the  hope  in  that 
boy's  eyes  made  your  heart  ache, — you  knew  how  badly  he 
wanted  to  get  back  home,  away  from  tiltli,  agony  and  destruc- 
tion for  a  little  while  at  least. 

Miss  McClelland  and  Miss  MacDonald  worked  together  at 
No.  61  Casualty  Clearing  Station  imtil  Miss  ^facDonald  was 
wounded  August  17,  1017.  After  the  latter  had  been  sent  back 
to  Boulogne,  Miss  McClelland  was  the  onlj  American  nurse 
It  No.  01.  She  wrote  of  the  consideration  which  the  British 
nurses  showed  her: 

As  soon  as  Miss  MacDonald  left,  our  team  began  work 
again.  I  missed  her  a  great  deal  and  it  was  several  weeks 
before  another  nurse  from  her  unit  came  to  take  her  place. 
The  Matron  in  charge  of  No.  (il  was  most  kind  and  thought- 
ful to  me.  She  would  say  every  day:  *'Well,  Miss  America, 
haven't  you  had  enough  and  dnn't  you  want  to  go  back  to  your 
base?  ...  I  leanied  to  understand  and  love  the  English. 
My  previous  ideas  of  them  had  been  formed  purely  from 
American  history  of  the  Revolutionary  period.  I  shall  never 
forget  the  unselfish  devotion  of  those  British  Sisters  to  their 
work  and  their  kindness  to  me. 


In  the  meantime,  the  nursing  staff  at  No.  16  General  Hos- 
pital at  Le  Treport  had  been  augmented  on  September  22, 
1917,  by  the  arrival  of  thirty  nurses  under  the  hmdership  of 
ifarie  Eden,  Miss  Dunlop  wrote  that  "during  the  winter 
months,  the  intense  work  slacJccned,  the  armies  sitting  tight  in 
the  trenches  with  only  desultory  fighting,  and  the  number  of 
patients  in  the  hospital  ran  down  as  low  as  eight  hundred  on 
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one  daj."  The  nurses  then  turned  their  attention  to  the  aznuse- 
ment  of  their  patients. 

After  the  Treaty  of  Brest-Litovsk  had  been  signed  on  March 
3,  1018,  the  Gemiau  High  Commnnd  came  into  possession  of 
hu^e  quantities  of  material  and  large  uurabcra  of  men  which 
could  iiiiiaediately  be  transferred  from  the  eastern  to  the  western 
theaters  of  war.  As  a  skeletnii  lur  the  new  divisions  to  be  formed 
from  the  troops  releuatKl  from  the  Russian  frontirrs,  the  German 
High  Command  withdrew  from  Russia  all  the  soldiers  between 
the  ages  of  twenty-five  and  thirty-five  and  formed  them  into 
approximately  sixty  new  divisions  of  12,000  men  each.  This 
gave  the  Germans  on  the  Western  Front  a  numerical  increase 
of  about  700,000  men. 

The  German  High  Command  selected  for  the  initial  attack 
the  point  where  the  British  and  French  lines  joined  in  Picardy, 
between  Mareoing,  near  Canibrai,  and  the  Oise  River,  The 
British  had  taken  over  this  battle-front  from  the  French  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year  1018  and  were  endeavoring  to  hold  a  line 
of  about  fifty  miles  in  length  with  the  British  Fifth  Army, 
which  totaled  alxiut  170,000  nuui.  With  approximately  750,000 
men,  the  enemy  struck  a  supreme  blow  hen;  at  five  o'clock  on 
the  raoming  of  March  21,  1018.  The  line  broke  and  the  Allied 
cause  hung  in  the  balance  while  the  fresh  German  divisions  the 
following  days  swept  down  along  the  road  to  Peronne  and  Albert, 
along  the  direct  route  from  St.  Qnentin  to  Amiens  and  down  the 
Oise  River  valley  along  two  roads,  one  of  which  led  to  Paris 
and  the  other  to  the  south  of  Amiens.  On  March  24,  the  enemv 
took  P6ronne  and  crossed  the  Sommc;  on  March  25,  he  captured 
Bapanme,  Nesle  and  other  villages;  on  March  26,  he  crossed 
the  old  battle-line  of  1910  in  several  places  and  captured  Noyon, 
Roye  and  Lihon.  The  next  day  saw  the  first,  perceptible  signs 
that  the  German  advance  was  slowing  up,  but  by  the  28th  of 
Marcli,  the  Germans  had  established  a  thirty-five  mile  salient 
towanls  Amiens,  the  British  base  of  supplies.  Some  sixty  miles 
dirertly  south  lay  Paris. 

With  tlio  Germans  eight  miles  from  Amiens,  the  situation  of 
No.  16  G(»neral  Hospital  became  threatening.  The  big  base 
was  crowded  with  patients,  the  great  majority  extremely  serioua 
casi^s.  On  one  ni^dit,  when  there  were  150  patients  on  the 
"dungerously-ill  list,"  an  evacuation  occurred  which  may  well 
serve  oB  a  splendid  example  of  modern  medical  and  nursing 
akilL     Miss  Dunlop  wrote; 
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.  With  2200  patients  crowded  in  the  hospital,  we  were 
notified  tlmt  a  train  which  would  bring  down  320  patients 
would  bo  expected  to  take  nway  30U  others.  This  meant  re- 
moving nmny  ill  patients  from  bed,  placing  them  on  stretch- 
ers and  getting  the  beils  ready  for  the  im^iming  32(1.  At 
midniglit  with  raiu  coming  down  in  torrents,  with  the  floors 
of  the  wards  covered  with  the  stretchers  of  the  300  outgoing 
patients,  with  orderlies  filing  in  witfi  the  first  newcomers, 
with  the  friends  of  the  159  dangerously-ill  patients  arriving 
from  England  and  with  the  lights  suddenly  going  out  all  over 
the  camp,  our  wards  presented  a  scene  never  to  be  forgotten. 

By  the  dim  glow  uf  lanterns,  in  this  chaotic  time  when 
order  seemed  to  be  an  impos;;ibility,  through  the  steady,  quiet 
routine  of  oificerH,  men  and  night  nurses,  the  camp  grew  quiet, 
order  was  restored  and  the  work  was  accomplished  by  three 
o'clock,  a  feat  tlmt  would  have  seemed  appalling  to  us  the 
previous  year.  Things  that  seem  to  stand  out  in  my  memory 
of  that  night  are  the  fortitude  and  bravery  of  the  severely- 
wounded  coming  down;  the  palicnt,  uncomplaining  attitude 
of  the  sick  men  suddenly  taken  from  their  warm  beds  and 

it  out  into  the  raiu;  the  etiicient  handling  uf  the  numbera 
»f  patients  by  the  men  and  the  nurses;  the  quiet,  repressed 
attitude  of  the  friends  of  the  dying. 

On  March  21,  1918,  Base  Hospitiil  No.  10  sent  forward 
Csflualtj  Clearing  Station  Team  No.  28,  of  which  Isalxdle 
Stambangh  was  the  nurse  member.  After  a  hasty  evacuation 
of  the  team  from  No.  32  Casualty  Clearing  Station  at  March- 
elcpot,  near  Peronne,  Miss  Stambangh  was  assigned  for  tem- 
porary duty  at  No.  42  Stationary  Hospital  at  Amiens.  Here 
on  March  23,  1018,  she  was  severely  wounded  by  a  piece  of 
ahrapnel  during  an  air  raid.  The  attack  was  described  by  the 
officer  in  command  of  her  team,  Captain  Edward  B.  Hodge, 
who  wrote  as  follows : 


We  went  back  to  the  hospital.  Captain  McKcnzie  of  the 
Canadian  team  with  us,  as  we  had  learned  that  our  nurses. 
Miss  Stambaugh  and  Miss  Patterson,  had  been  working  there 
since  leaving  No.  32  Casualty  Clearing  Station  on  Saturday. 
We  found  them  just  leaving  to  spend  the  night  in  Xo,  3 
branch.  .  .  .  The  first  bombing  flight  had  been  over  and  it 
seemed  a  good  time  to  move.  The  Matron  herself  was  going. 
While  walking  along  a  broad  boulevard  about  half  way  to  our 
destination^  more  bombers  came  over  and  dropped  four 
bombs  in  our  block. 
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After  we  had  extricated  ourselves  from  the  fallen  glass  and 
plaster,  we  found  every  one  had  a  wound  in  leg  or  foot,  except 
Captain  3IcKenzie.  At  first  we  feared  that  he  was  killed,  he 
was  lying  so  quietly  in  the  gutter.  Later  it  appeared  he  was 
only  stunned.  An  ambulance  took  us  back  to  the  place  we 
had  just  left.  The  chaplain  gave  up  his  room  to  the  nurses, 
whose  wounds  were  the  most  serious,  and  we  found  a  place 
for  Captain  Dillard  in  a  ward.  Major  Hodge  arranged  for 
removal  of  our  casualties  by  ambulance  convoy  next  day  to 
Abbeville.    The  nurses  were  later  evacuated  to  England.  .  . 


Ji 


Meantime  in  the  Le  Troport  Area,  orders  had  come  for  tra 
fer  of  all  patients  at  Base  Hospital  No.  10  to  Houeu.     Miss 
Dunlop  wrote: 

This  meant  the  evacuation  of  over  ten  tliousand  men  ii 
two  or  three  days.  As  many  of  the  patients  had  but  small 
chance  of  living  under  the  best  of  conditions,  it  seemed  a 
heart-breaking  thing  to  do.  However,  orders  must  be  fol- 
lowed and  irrespective  of  condition,  they  were  sent  back, 
though  nine  died  en  route.  An  order  came  at  ton  one  morn- 
ing that  forty-five  nurses  should  be  ready,  bag,  bedding  and 
baggage  by  twelve  oVlock  to  be  sent  out  of  the  area.  Fifteen 
under  Mrs.  Eden  were  sent  to  the  Cleveland  Unit  at  Rouen 
and  fifteen  under  Miss  Gerhard  went  to  the  St.  Ixmis  Unit 
also  at  1-touon  and  fifteen  under  Miss  McXeal  fell  back  to  the 
New  York  Unit  at  fttretat.  After  much  hurry  and  buritle  and 
much  excitement,  not  knowing  whclber  we  should  meet  again 
or  whiit  might  happen  during  their  absence,  they  got  off. 

The  remainder  of  the  nurses  were  ordered  to  be  packed  up 
ready  to  evacuate  with  heavy  Imggage,  light  baggage  or  no 
baggage.  Anxiety  was  in  every  heart  but  we  made  little  out- 
ward show.  Time  went  on  and  the  Germans  were  held. 
After  two  weeks*  suspense,  a  few  patients  were  sent  to  us  and 
we  were  told  to  carry  on  without  equipment.  Little  by  little 
more  patients  came,  more  equipment  was  opened  up  until  we 
were  running  full  capacity  again.  Our  nurses  soon  retunied 
and  fl  new  peace  crept  into  our  hearts.  The  tide  had  turned 
and  the  pntients  coming  down  were  no  longer  silent. 
Even  the  badly  woiinded  seemed  in  the  beet  of  Bpirits. 

March  26  had  been  the  decisive  day  of  the  Second  Battle  of 

Picardy.     French  ret'nforcementa  came  up  along  the  aoitther^^ 

front  and  united  with  the  British  at  Morciul.    The  same  (ia^H 

Baw  the  organization  of  a  new  British  Army,  under  Genera^^ 

■"'Historr  of  the  PcnosylvftDJa  Hospital  Unit  in  the  Great  War,' 
163,  P»ul  B.  Hoeln^r.  New  York.  1021, 
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Sandoman  Carey.  This  Army  was  composed  largely  of  laborers, 
sappers  and  engineers  and  it  was  flung  immediately  into  the 
treucLos  to  hold  the  gap  made  hy  the  Germans,  For  six  days, 
it  fought  over  unknown  ground,  with  officers  in  charge  of  men 
they  had  never  seen  Ixifore,  until  reenforcemeat^  could  be 
brought  up  and  the  line  made  permanent.  The  action  continued 
during  the  first  week  of  April,  but  the  Germans  failed  to  smash 
the  sides  of  the  Amiens  salient  and  the  Second  Battle  of  Picardy 
endt-d  with  the  German  plan  in  the  main  frustrated  and  the 
British  and  Prench  still  united  in  strong  defensive  positions. 

Out  of  the  disastrous  Second  Battle  of  Picardy  and  out  of 
the  subsequent  demoralization  and  almost  complete  defeat  of 
the  Allies  c^me  the  unity  of  conunand  of  the  entire  Allied  and 
American  forces  under  Marshal  Foch, — for  the  first  time  in 
the  European  War,  the  Alliea  were  in  a  position  to  present,  in 
the  words  of  Painlev6,  "a  single  front,  a  single  army,  a  single 
nation  ,   ,   .   the  program  i*e(|ui8ite  for  future  victory."  '" 

I)uring  July,  1018,  the  Pennsylvania  Unit  received  its  first 
American  patients,  men  of  Pershing's  First  Division,  who  had 
been  brigaded  with  the  British.  From  that  time  on,  Base  Hos- 
pital No.  10  shared  in  the  heavy  work  incident  to  the  Allied 
offensive. 

United  States  Army  Base  Uospital  No.  21,  organized  from 
the  sttiff  of  the  Washington  University  Medical  Schm)!  and 
several  other  hospitals  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  arrived  in  Rouen 
(111  June  10,  1017,  and  took  over  No.  12  General  Hospital, 
British  Expeditionary  Forces,  a  British  base  hospital  which 
bad  been  established  in  August,  11^14,  outside  Koueu. 

The  ancient  city  of  Rouen  was  tlie  center  of  the  southern 
Une  of  British  base  hos]>ital8  in  France  and  the  Rouen  area 
supported  fourteen  liospitnls  and  convalescent  camps  which 
maintained  a  total  of  twenty-five  thousand  beds  for  the  British 
Expeditionary  Forces.  No.  12  General  and  two  others  of 
these  bases,  No.  1  Australian  and  No.  10  General,  were  lo- 
cated on  the  race  track  two  miles  from  the  center  of  the  city. 
No.  12  (Jeneral  Hospital,  which  the  St.  Louis  Unit  took  over, 
was  the  largest  of  this  group. 

Dr.  Fred  T.  Murphy,  of  St.  Louis,  was  director  of  Base 
Hospital  No.  2 1  and  Julia  C.  Stimson  was  chief  nurse. 
Major  J.  D.  Fife,  ^ledical  Corps,  Regular  Army,  was  com- 

•••A  Reference  llUtnry  of  the  Wur."  I.  S.  Oiiernsey^  p.  87;  Dodd,  Mead 
aad  Companv,  Nt;w  York  City,  1020. 
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manding  officer.  Tbo  original  nursing  staff  of  sixty-five  mem- 
bers was  augmented  in  August,  1917,  by  the  arrival  of  thirty 
additional  nurses  and  in  April,  191S,  by  Hospital  Unit  *'D," 
which  had  been  organized  by  the  Red  Cross  in  the  City  Hospital, 
Louisville,  Kentucky.  One  hundred  "easuar^  American  Army 
nurses,  sent  overseas  during  the  early  months  of  li»18  for 
temporary  assignment  as  need  arose  in  Britiah  bases  and  evacua- 
tion hospital  in  the  area  between  Boulogne  and  Trouville,  had 
their  headquarters  ut  Base  Hospital  No.  21  and  the  records 
of  assigiunent,  the  reports  and  the  expense  aeeounta  of  each 
nurse  while  on  various  assignments  were  kept  there. 

British  soldiers  of  the  Imperial  and  Overseas  troops  con- 
stituted the  patients  of  Xo.  12  General  Tlospitnl.  The  nnml)er 
of  British  wounded,  light  during  the  summer  of  1917,  increased 
swiftly  during  the  Flanders  ofTensive  on  VartStJicndaele  Ridge 
in  October  of  that  year.  MTiile  the  English  Armies  doggedly 
held  the  muddy  Somrac  trenches  during  the  winter  of  1917- 
1918,  medical  eases  filled  the  wards.  The  German  drive  on 
Amiens  in  March,  1918,  placed  intense  strain  upon  the  nursing 
staff  and  Miss  Stimaon  wrote  of  the  heavy  service : 

Wc  were  all  so  hard  pushed  physically  that  Major  Murphy 
wired  for  help  and  we  received  a  mobile  unit  from  the  Ameri- 
can Expeditionar>-  Forces.  The  fifteen  nurses  were  soon  lost 
in  the  shuffle.  They  were  all  young,  inexperienced^  little 
things  from  Kentucky,  who  had  not  seen  a  patient  since  they 
had  lauded.  Some  of  them  were  only  twenty-one  years  old, 
fresh  from  small  hospitals.  It  seomed  a  heart-breaking  thing 
to  thrust  them  into  this  unbelievable  hell  of  a  hospital.  .  .  . 

A  little  later  I  had  occaf^ion  to  go  down  the  lines  and  I 
looked  in  one  of  the  huts  to  see  how  one  of  the  little  new 
nurses  was  coming  on.  Just  before  I  got  to  the  hut,  a  pro- 
cession had  come  out  of  the  door,  two  men  carrying  a  stretcher 
covered  with  the  Union  Jack,  then  a  Seconal  stretcher  also 
covered  by  a  flag,  then  our  supervisor  accompanying  them  to 
the  mortuary.  People  along  the  line  stoo^l  rigidly  at  atten- 
tion and  Haluted  as  Uiey  passed.  I  went  into  the  hut.  The 
odor  was  terrific,  for  most  of  the  cases  in  this  hut  have  pene- 
trating chest  wounds  which  drain.  The  little  nur:^e  was 
standing  by  the  stove  stirring  something  in  a  cup.  She  wa? 
green-while  and  looked  utterly  nau.^eate*].  I  did  not  dare  to 
spcAk  to  her,  for  fe^r  she  would  lose  what  control  she  bad 
left." 

Julia  C.  StintBon.  pp.  215-216;  Tlie  MAcmtllan 
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TinditiK  Tlirm»eU'eB, 
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In  July,  1918,  Mobile  Hoapital  No.  4  was  organized  from 
the  personnel  of  Base  Hospital  No,  21  and  went  forward  with 
the  advancing  armies  through  the  St.  Mihiel  and  Ai'gonne- 
Meuse  offensives  of  September  and  October,  A  nnit  of  twcmty 
nurses  with  Ruth  Morton  as  chief  nurse  comprised  the  nurs- 
ing staff.  Other  nurses  were  detached  from  the  big  hospital 
on  the  race  c(»urse  and  were  sent  forward  for  duty  at  casualty 
clearing  stations. 

During  tJbe  eighteen  months  that  Base  Hospital  No.  21 
served  at  No.  12  General  Hospital,  21,543  patients  were  ad- 
mitted. Of  this  number  only  2333  were  American  casuuUies 
and  they  came  from  the  27th  and  3()th  UniUnl  States  Divisions 
which  were  attached  during  September  and  October,  1918,  to 
the  British   Fourth  Army. 

United  States  Army  Base  Hospital  No.  12,  which  had  been 
organized  by  the  American  Ked  Cross  from  the  nurses  and 
surgeons  of  the  Northwestern  University  Medical  School  and  of 
Cook  County  Hospital,  Chicago,  was  assigned  to  No.  18  Gen- 
eral Hospital,  British  Expeditionary  Forces. 

Dr.  Frederick  Bealey,  attending  surgeon  in  1016  at  Cook 
Coimty  Hospital,  was  director  of  the  unit.  Daisy  D.  Urch 
was  chief  nurse.  As  was  true  of  many  other  women  holding 
executive  positions  in  the  nursing  profession.  Miss  ITrch  had 
been  educated  as  a  sehool  teacher.  For  nine  years  she  had  been 
principal  of  a  public  school  in  Muniaing,  ^Niichigan.  She  en- 
len»d  the  Illinois  Training  School  for  Nurses  in  1*J10  and  after 
graduation  waa  engag^'d  in  private  duty  nursing  and  later 
matitutional  work  at  Cook  County  Hospital.  This  history  is 
indebted  to  her  for  the  reports  whicii  give  the  experiences  of 
Base  HoHpital  No.  12. 

Miss  Urch  wrote  of  the  embarkation  of  the  Northwestern 
Unit: 


The  entire  unit  sailed  Saturday,  May  19,  1917,  at  2  P.M. 
on  the  S.  S.  Mongolia.  There  were  tlie  usual  precautions,  no 
lights,  boat  drill  with  life  jireservers,  assigimient  to  life  boats. 
In  spite  of  unrestricted  submarine  warfare,  every  one  waa  in 
good  spirits.  ,,,^^ 

Sunday  morning  word  went  through  the  boat  that  a  gun 
drill  would  take  place  at  2  P.M.  .Ml  passengers  assembled  on 
the  defk  to  witness  it,  a  ninrry  care-free  group.  War  seemed 
remote,  except  for  the  three  grim  puns  on  the  Mon^fClia, 
~^  »nt  and  muzzled  in  the  sunshine  on  the  calm  sea. 
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A  target  wa«  thrown  overboard  and  the  drill  began.    Suff^^ 
denly  a  defortive  elioil  exploded  prematurely.     Edith  Ayres 
and  Helen  B.  Wood  wore  instantly  killed.     Emma  Matzo^H 
received  two  aeriou8  flc^h  wounds.  i^^| 

The  nurses  sh<iwed  presence  of  mind  and  self-control;  there 
was  no  oonfusion.  no  liyMeria.     Enough  nurses  to  take  care 
of  the  immediate  situation  helped  carry  our  dead  and  injured 
into  the  nearest  cabin.     The  others  kept  quietly  out  of  tl^^ 
way.  jH 

InBtructions  by  wirelefls  for  the  MongoUa  to  go  back  t^™ 
New  York  to  axchange  the  ammunition  made  it  possible  to 
6eii<l  our  dead  ashore.    Mis.s  MHt7.en  was  taken  to  a  hospital 
in   New  York  and  two  months  later  rejoined  the  unit  in 
France.  dB 

The  Mon/jolia  sailed  again  on  Tuesday,  May  22.  Except  for 
a  submarine*  attack  at  noou  on  June  1,  the  trip  was  uneventful. 
From  London,  the  unit  entrained  June  11  for  Folkestone. 
crossed  the  Channel  and  from  Boulogne  traveled  by  lorry  to 
No.  18  General  Hospital,  British  Expeditionary  Forees,  *i^m 
Dannca  Camiers.  Hf 

No.  18  General  Hospital  was  located  nn  a  hillside  in  Picardy, 
within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  the  British  base  then  beini;  main- 
tained by  the  Peter  Bent  Brigliam  Unit,  and  waa  housed  largely 
under  canvas.  Of  its  total  capacity  of  eighteen  hundred  beds, 
only  one  liundred  wore  placed  in  wooden  huts.  Units  of  four 
large  tents,  marquees,  grouped  together  to  form  a  w^ard  ae- 
commodating  forty-four  patients  each,  housed  the  balance. 
Both  the  tents  and  tlie  huts  were  lighted  by  electricity,  but 
running  water  was  available  only  in  the  kitcliens,  operating- 
rooms  and  wooden  buildings.  A  single  telephone  served  for 
the  entire  camp.  Cinder  paths  bordered  by  neat  rustic  fences 
led  from  one  tent  tn  another.  The  ^'Swiss  Navy"  of  the  British 
Army,  comparable  to  the  Fatigue  Squad  of  Uncle  Sani's  troops, 
kept  the  grounds  in  order,  pruned  tlie  old-fashioned  English 
rose  bushes  and  cultivated  extensive  vegetable  gardens.  In 
the  wards,  the  American  nurses  preferred  Scotch  ordi-rlies 
because  Jock  made  a  more  careftil  and  systematic  helper  than 
did  Tommy  Atkins. 

The  irrepressible  British  aoldiors  were,  however,  a  constant  , 
source  of  anuiseuient  to  the  Anjerican  nurses.  Miss  Urch  I 
gave  in  a  report  bits  of  the  dialogue  between  the  laughter  loving 
patients  and  nurses: 
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Tommy :    "Sister,  your  brogiie  is  rippin'  I" 

Sister:    **0h,  i  thouglit  it  was  you  who  had  the  brogue!'* 

■  *  •  •  * 

Tommy:  (after  listening  to  a  long  disf^ertatioo  on  how  to 

win   the  war)     'Tee,  you   Americans   will  win,   all   right. 

You'll  talk  Fritz  to  death." 

From  the  records  available  at  National  Red  Cross  Headquar- 
ters, this  general  deduction  may  be  drawn  about  the  British  sol- 
diers: they  keenly  enjoyed  writing  verse.  This  tendency  may 
be  attributed  to  the  fact  that  they  possessed  either  more  natural 
talent  for  rhj-med  expression  than  did  the  wounded  of  other 
nationalities,  or  less  reticence  in  showing  the  fruits  of  their 
ready  pens.  Miss  Urch's  report  contained  the  following  ex- 
ample : 

Who  put  me  in  my  little  bed, 
Then  placed  nice  dressings  on  my  head 
And  "Have  sweet  dreams  tonight/'  she  said? 
The  Sister! 

Who  talks  to  me  in  cheery  tones 
Till  I  forget  my  aching  hones. 
Until  I  cease  to  utter  moans  ? 

The  Sister! 

Who  tries  with  all  her  might  and  main  ' 

To  make  me  strong  nnd  right  ns  rain, 
That  I  may  fight  the  Ilun  again  P 
The  Sister! 

The  location  of  No.  18  General  Hospital  possessed  many 
adrantages.  The  sloping  hillside  atTorded  excellent  drainage, 
the  wards  were  well  ventilated  and  the  view,  moreover,  was  one 
of  great  beauty.  On  one  side  were  the  sand  dunes  and  the 
Channel,  on  the  other,  the  orchard-studded  hills  and  rich  pasture 
lands  of  Picardy. 

In  the  winter,  however,  this  location  was  less  pleasing.  The 
patients  and  the  personnel  of  No.  18,  housed  under  canvas, 
were  mercilessly  expcjsed  to  the  cold  winds  and  rain  of  the  harsh 
Flanders  climate.  One  gusty  morning,  a  breeze  came  over  the 
hilltop  which  threatened  to  blow  the  entire  hospital  into  the 
wa.  It  carried  nway  fiftv-fivG  tents,  scattered  the  equipment 
broadcast  and  exposed  the  sick  and  wounded  to  the  drenching 
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rain.  "In  tljcir  xeal  for  their  patients,"  WTote  Miss  Urch, 
"the  nursfvs  sccmrd  endowed  with  superhuman  streugth.  I  saw 
one,  siiiglc-haudcd,  drag  ]>ed,  patieut  and  all  over  the  rough 
ground  to  the  nearest  shelter." 

The  loeation  of  No.  18  General  Hospital  possessed  a  second 
grave  disadvantage,  though  the  nurses  were  not  prone  to  regard 
it  as  one.  The  hig  British  hospital  camp  was  only  forty  miles 
from  the  front  and  enemy  aviators  often  visited  it.  Miss  Urch 
wrote  of  the  air  raids: 

In  the  early  spring  of  1018,  persistent  disquieting  reports 
of  the  Boehe's  intent  to  destroy  our  camp  were  afloat,  (ireat 
preparations  for  sueh  au  altonipt  were  made.  "Abns"  in  the 
shape  of  trenches  were  dug  by  lierman  prisoners.  The  tents 
and  huts  were  sandbagged.  Special  instruttionti  were  given 
as  to  what  to  <lo  in  case  of  a  raid.  Upon  signal  all  helpless 
patients'  beds  were  to  he  lowered  to  the  floor  by  folding  under 
the  legs  of  each  (*ot.  One  medical  otlicer  wrote  in  the  order 
book,  "Flatten  all  helpless  patients."  Other  wounded,  nurses 
and  men  were  to  go  into  the  nearest  obrL  One  nurse  stayed 
with  her  patients  who  were  so  tied  up  to  frames  that  their 
beds  could  not  be  lowered.  Wlien  the  hum  of  Bothe  engines 
and  machine-gmi  fire  i)laiuly  iiKlicuted  that  they  were  over- 
head a  Tommy  with  a  fractured  femur  and  one  broken  arm 
called,  "Sister!"  She  hastened  to  his  side.  He  pleaded  with 
her  to  go  to  a  place  of  safety.  When  she  assured  him  she  was 
not  afraid,  he  tried  with  his  one  good  arm  to  push  her  imder^ 
the  adjoining  bed. 

Many  of  the  nursea  sat  on  the  hillside  at  Daunea  Camiers  and 
watched  the  de8tructi(m  of  nearby  Staples.  No  member  of 
Base  Hospital   No.   12   was,  however,   injured. 

Before  summarizing  the  value  of  the  service  rendered  by  the 
six  American  base  hospitals  assigned  to  the  British,  it  may 
be  of  interest  to  include  a  statement  of  the  size  and  strength 
of  the  Hritish  military  nursing  service,  both  professional  and 
volunteer.  The  official  nursing  strength  of  the  British  Empire 
during  the  World  War  was  divided  between  three  organizations: 
Queen  Alexandra's  Imperial  Military  Nursing  Service;  the 
Territorial  Force  Nursing  Serviw;  and  Queen  Alexandra's 
Naval  Nursing  Service. 

Florence  Nightingale  may  well  be  called  the  first  British 
Army  nurse.  Following  her  historic  ovcrtlirow  of  military 
nursing  traditions  during  the  Crimean  War,  the  War  Office 
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emploYod  trniued  women  luiracs  in  the  Boer  War  and  in  mili- 
tary hospitals  at  home  and  abroad  in  time  of  peace.  The  Oov- 
pmment  nursing  organi^.atioti  in  which  these  women  served 
was  called  the  Army  Nursing  Service. 

In  1902,  the  Army  Nursing  Service  was  reconstituted  as 
Queen  Alexandra's  Impi'rial  Military  Nursing  Service  under 
a  Nursing  Board  of  which  the  Matrons  of  two  civilian  hospitals 
and  the  Matrou-in-( -hief  of  the  Queen  Alexandra's  Service  were 
members.  The  grades  were  Staff  Nurse,  Sister,  Matron,  Princi- 
pul  Matron  and  Matron-in-Chief.  Candidates  were  required  to 
[)C  within  twenty-five  and  thirt^'-five  years  of  age  and  to  hold  the 
usual  three  years*  certificate  of  training,  although  the  wording 
of  this  clause  made  this  (-ertificate  not  absolutely  compulsory ;  a 
candidate  might  be  admitted  without  certificate  provided  the 
Matron-in-Chief  sutistlcd  the  Nursiug  Board  that  this  applicant 
was  fitted  as  regards  education,  character  and  social  status  for 
admission.  Ijeforc  Sisters  oould  be  promotccl  to  the  grade  of 
Matron,  they  wore  required  to  pass  an  examination  and  to  give 
practical  evidence  of  administrative  and  teaching  ability.  Pen- 
sions were  granted  to  nurses  of  the  Service  after  twenty  years' 
membership  or  at  the  age  of  fifty  years. 

In  time  of  war,  the  membership  of  the  Queen  Alexandra's 
Imperial  Nursing  Service  was  increased  both  by  its  own  Reserve 
and  by  a  Civil  Hospital  Reserve,  Previous  to  the  declaration  of 
hostilities  in  1914,  the  War  Office  had  approached  the  civil 
hospitals  throughout  the  Kingdom  and  had  asked  each  institu- 
tion to  employ  a  certain  number  of  trained  nurses  who  would 
also  form  a  reserve  for  Queen  Alexandra's  Im[»eriMl  Nursing 
Service.  These  nurses  were  called  into  the  field  iu  August, 
iyi-4,  and  were  later  drafted  into  the  otheial  Reserve. 

The  Territorial  Force  Nursing  Service  was  formed  in  1910 
primarily  for  home  service  in  the  twenty-three  territorial  areas 
of  the  British  Kmpire.  Nurst^s  in  each  of  these  localities  had 
pledged  themselves  to  serve  when  their  native  territorial  forces 
Were  mobilized.  This  muster-roll  was  revised  annually  so  that 
upon  the  outbreak  of  war,  the  members  were  ready  for 
immediate  mobilization.  When  it  was  recognized  during  the 
first  month  of  conflict  that  Queen  Alexandra's  Imperial  Military 
Nursing  Service  was  insufiicient  in  numl>ers  to  meet  the  de- 
mands tliat  would  be  made  upon  it,  the  War  Office  permitted 
ineml^ers  of  the  Territorial  Force  Nursing  Sendee  to  volunteer 
for  foreign  service.    Many  of  them  went  abroad  early  in  August, 
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1914,  and  their  places  at  home  were  supplied  by  new  recruita.^ 
The  Territorial  Nursing  Service  was  directed  from  the  Wi 
Office  in  Ixtndou  and  had  its  own  Matron-in-Chicf.     It  ah 
had  a  Principal  Matron  for  each  territorial  area,  who  was 
sponsible  for  xl\e  recniiting  of  the  staff  and  for  the  conduct 
all  territorial  corps  which  might  be  opened  in  her  district. 

Queen  Alexandra's  Naval  Nursing  Service  was  a  small  atanc 
ing  service,  with  approximately  a  hundred  nurses  in  times  ol 
peace.  These  Sisters  acted  as  superintendents  of  nurses  ani 
trained  corpsmen  for  sick  bay  attendants.  This  organizatioi 
was  augmented  during  the  war. 

Dame  Ethel  IL  Becher,  O.B.E.,  R.R.C.,  was  Matron-in-ChieJ 
of  Queen  Alexandra's  Imperial  Military  Nursing  Service  du: 
ing  the  European  War.  Her  headquarters  were  located  at  th< 
War  Office  in  London  and  she  worked  in  close  cooperation  wil 
the  Director  Oenerul  of  the  Medical  Department  of  tlie  Britisl 
Army,  Sir  Alfred  Keogh.  Her  position  was  one  of  dignity  an< 
power  and  at  public  and  Court  functions  when  visiting  nun 
were  presented  to  Royalty.  ^liss  Becher  in  her  K^nnet  uu< 
scarlet  cape  was  a  commanding  and  picturesque  figure. 

Dame  E,  Maud  McCarthy,  G.B.E.,  R.R.C.,  was  Matron-ii 
Chief  of  the  Q.A.I. M.N. S.,  British  Expeditionary  Forces.    Sh< 
was  considered  a  mcml)er  of  the  Headquarters  Stuff  and  hei 
offices   were    in   close   proximity   to   the   headquarters   of   thi 
Director   General   of  the   Medical    Department,    B.E.F.      All 
orders  for  movements  of  nui^ses  went  forward  signed  by  h< 
and  counter-signed  by  the  Director  General.    She  was  furnished! 
with  a  private  car  and  in  it  she  made  supervisory  visits  from 
one  hospital  to  another,  but  in  the  cuse  of  the  six  American., 
base  hospital  units  assigned  to  the  British  Army,  she  did  notJ 
take  up  disciplinary  or  professional  problems  unless  thej  weraj 
connected  in  some  way  to  British  Anny  regulations.      In 
letter  dated  ilarch  1,  1018,  to  Mi^^s  Delano,  Martha  Kussell,;^ 
then  chief  nurse  of  the  American  Red  Cross  in  France,  wrote  i 


The  position  of  Matron-in-Chief,  B.  E,  F.,  is  one  of  greai 
dignity  and  re.sponsibility.  Miss  McCarthy *«  influence  is  fell 
throughout  the  British  Army,  her  lineb  of  communication  ar«^ 
clearly  uurkod  out  and  her  opinion  is  considered  final  on  all 
matters  relating  to  the  nursing  situation.  The  British  have 
maintained  a  big  service  for  so  long  that  they  have  outgrown 
zn&uy  of  the  difficulties  with  which  we  arc  now  struggling. 
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On  August  1,  1914,  Queen  Alexandra's  Imperial  Military 
Nursing  Service  had  numbered  only  463;  its  effective  strcugth 
on  November  1,  1018,  numbered  7710  members,  an  increase 
of  fifteen  hundred  per  cent. 

■  The  Territorial  Force  !N^nrsing  Service  numbered  in  August, 

■  1914,  2783  and  in  November,  1918,  5059,  an  increase  of  one 
hundred  per  cent. 

During  the  European  War.  7710  regular  members  of  Queen 
Alexandra's  Imperial  Military  Nursing  Service  saw  active 
duty,  over  3000  of  them  at  home  stations  and  2000  others  in 
France.  The  remainder  served  at  stations  in  Italy,  Gibraltar, 
Malta,  Saloniki,  Egypt,  East  Africa,  Mesopotamia  and  India."* 

The  regular  members  of  the  Territorial  Force  Nursing  Serv- 
ice on  duty  during  the  European  War  were  distributed  in 
proportionate  numlx^rs  and  in  Wutions  similar  to  those  of 
members  of  Queen  Alexandra's  Nursing  Service.^^ 

In  addition  to  these  12,7<i9  memlxTs,  both  the  official  nursing 
organizations  for  the  British  Army  employed  partially  trained 
and  untrained  women  whom  the  War  Office  designated  as  Mili- 
tary Probationers,  They  were  recruited  by  the  Wnr  Office  and 
after  a  short  experience  iu  civilian  hospitals,  were  assigned  to 
assist  British  Sisters  in  militai-y  establishments  both  at  home 
and  abroad.  They  totaled  10,H07,  over  two-thirds  of  whom 
served  at  home  stations.**  Including  regular  and  reserve  mem- 
bers of  Queen  Alexandra's  Imperial  Military  Nursing  Service 
and  of  the  Territorial  Forces  Nursing  Service,  and  including 
partially  trained  and  untrained  women  employed  iu  these  or- 
ganizations, the  numerical  strcugth  of  these  two  governmental 
nursing  services  during  the  E\iropcan  War  approximated  23,<566 
women.     Miss  McCarthy  comnR'uted  upon  these  numbers: 


These  figurcR  deal  with  Queen  Ale.vanrira's  Imperial  Mili- 
tary Nursing  Service,  Queen  Alexandra's  Imperial  Military 
Nursing  Service  Reserve,  Territorial  Force  Nursing  Service 
and  untrained  and  partiiillj  trained  women  attached  to  tlie 
alxive  corps.  The  War  Ol!ire  was  unable  to  give  me  any  of 
the  Overseas  figures  and  the  Matrons-in-Chief  have  all  re- 
lumed to  their  Dominions, 

■  At  the  request  of  the  Anirricnn  Reel  Cross  Nur«in|?  Scr\*ice,  the  .Super- 
intendent of  the  Army  Nurse  Corpa  wrote  to  the  Matron-in-Chief  of  (he 
Quc«n  Alexandra *H  Imperial  Military  Xureing  Service  for  these  statistic&i 
whioh  were  foruorJed  u>'  Dame  McCarthy  to  Julia  C  Stiniaun  un  Alarcb  G, 
IWO, 
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The  Britisli  Red  Cross  liad  large  nmnbera  of  nurses,  both 
trained  itnd  untrained,  in  the  United  Kingdoiu  and  In  many 
of  the  thfHters  of  war.-' 


The  British  military  nursing  syatpin  also  included  a  large 
service,  both  profi'ssioual  and  volunteer,  which  was  conducted 
by  the  British  Red  Cross.  The  trained  nurses  employed  by  this 
society  were  not  members  of  the  two  official  services,  but  did 
war  nursing  in  hospitals  and  convalescent  homes  established 
by  the  British  lied  Cniss?  mid  the  Order  of  St.  Tohu  of 
Jerusalem  in  England.  In  tlw  ntalter  i»f  assignment  of  nurses, 
the  British  Red  Crass  and  tlie  St.  John*fl  Ambulance  serviHl  in 
somewhat  the  same  relHtinii  U)  the  British  Army  Medical  De- 
partment as  did  the  Aniericnn  Red  Cross  in  France  to  the  Chief 
Surgeon,  American  Expediti<mnrv  Forces.  At  the  outbreak  of 
the  war  in  1U14,  both  the  St.  John's  Ambulance  and  the  British  ™_ 
Red  Cross  began  to  enroll  nurses  for  work  in  France  and  Bel^| 
gium.  When  the  Joint  War  Committee,  under  which  these  two^ 
organizations  were  united  for  war  service,  came  into  existence, 
the  two  Nursing  Departments  were  put  under  one  head  and 
Dame  Sarah  Swift,  late  Matron  of  Guy's  Hospital,  was 
appointed  Matron-in-Chief.  A  Principal  Matron,  Nora 
Fletcher,  was  shortly  appointed  in  France  and  all  nurses  pro- 
ceeding to  France  for  8i*rvi(n>  nmh^r  the  J»)int  War  Connniltee 
were  sent  to  her  and  were  assigned  by  her  to  various  hospitals 
and  homes.-' 

The  re(|uirement8  for  services  as  nurses  under  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee were  set  forth  in  the  Reports  by  the  Joint  War  Com- 
mittee and  the  Joint  War  Finance  Committee  of  the  British 
Red  Cross  and  the  Order  of  St,  John  of  Jerusalem  in  England: 

Rules  for  Nurses 

1.  You  must  hold  a  certifi<-atc  of  throe  years*  consecutive 
training  of  a  General  Hospital  of  not  less  than  50  beds  and 
nnist  be  well  re<*ommende(l  by  your  Matron. 

2.  N'nrses  not  up  to  the  requin-d  standard  of  training  ob- 
tain posts  as  Staff  Nurs^es  at  £40  per  annum.  (.Staff  Nurses, 
that  is,  those  with  two   vears'  training,  women's  and  chil- 

Sw  It-tlcr  written  by  E.  M.   McCarthy  to  J.  C.  Stimnon  on  March  6, 


IMO. 

■Sw  Rpportp  by  th*  -Mnt  Wnr  Committor  and  thr  Joint  War  Finn 
rommitto<»  Af  the  nrilifih   R***!  Oom  Rocii^ty  and  tlie  <>rdpr  of  Rt.   .Tohii 
nf  Jcninnlpm   in  Fnf*lHniI.   1914  1010,  pp.   SO-M;    HiH  Mujrsty's  Stationary 
OfHn*.  tendon,  Kn^land. 
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dreii'e  hospital  and  fever  training,  were  paid  at  the  rate  of 
£40  per  annum.) 

3.  If  your  health  certificate  and  references  are  Batisfaetory, 
you  will  be  registered  on  the  list  for  either  home  or  foreign 
service.  For  foreign  service,  a  good  knowledge  of  French  is 
desirable.  All  nurses  must  be  equally  willing  to  serve  on 
night  or  day  duty  at  home  or  abroad. 

4.  If  you  are  aircptcd,  it  will  he  necessary  for  you  to  he 
inoculated  against  enteric  and  also  to  be  vaccinated,  if  not 
done  within  the  last  seven  years. 

5.  You  will  be  required  to  sipu  an  agreement  to  perve  in  a 
home  hospital  for  a  period  of  six  months  at  a  salary  of  one 
guinea  per  week,  insurance,  outdoor  uniform,  laundry  at 
rate  of  2s,  Gd.  per  week  (unless  otherwise  provided) ;  travel- 
ing expenses  from  London,  board  and  lodgiug  will  also  be 
provided.  You  will  be  lodged  at  a  hastel  between  engage- 
ments. 

6.  You  must  provide  your  own  indoor  uniform,  blue  cotton 
(or  use  what  you  have)  and  when  on  duty  must  wear  the 
badge,  which  will  be  provided. 

[Ilere  follow  further  details  regarding  salary,  sick  leave, 
application  forms,  etc.]  ** 

After  the  candidate  had  filled  o\it  the  "Form  of  Application," 
she  was  required  to  appear  before  a  Selection  Board.  After  a 
personal  interview,  her  references  were  looked  up  and  if  she  had 
passed  all  rcHjniroments  satisfactorilyj  she  was  engaged  by  the 
Matron.  At  this  time,  each  nurse  was  given  the  option  of 
signing  a  contract 

Trained  nurses  to  the  nnniher  of  G15S  served  during  the 
European  War  under  the  Joint  Committee  of  the  British  Red 
CroHs  ami  the  Order  of  St.  John,  4730  of  them  in  home  service 
and  the  others  in  hospitals  in  France,  Belgium,  Egypt,  Russia, 
Siberia,  Serbia,  Montei»egro,  Roumania,  Italy,  Holland  and 
Solonica,^^  In  comparison  to  the  American  Red  Cross  Nursing 
Service,  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  365  of  this  total  number 
of  6158  were  assigned  to  the  Queen  Alexandra's  Imperial  Mili- 
tary Nursing  Service.**'' 

The  greatest  mimerical  strength  of  the  British  Red  Cross 
Nursing  Service  was  found  by  the  employment  of  nursing 
members  of  Voluntary  Aid  Detachments.  In  order  to  provide 
personnel  to  supplement  the  military  medical  organization  of 

■*  Report  of  the  Joint  War  Committee,  pp.  S4-86. 
»/WdL,p.  93. 
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the  Territorial  Force  on  home  service,  the  War  Office  had  in 
1900  i88iu»(l  11  "Scheme  for  the  Organization  of  Vohint^irv  Aid 
in  England  and  Wales."  It  was  suggested  that  Voluntary  Aid 
Detachments  be  formed,  to  consist  both  of  men  and  women^H 
The  Women's  Detachments  were  to  be  employed  in  forming^* 
railway  rcRt  8tntions,  where  meals  and  refreslnnents  for  sick 
and  wounded  could  Ik?  prepared  and  served;  and  in  taking  tei 
porary  charge  of  severe  coaes  unable  to  continue  their  joui 
ney."  ^^ 

In  1910,  a  revised  issue  of  the  "Scheme"  was  authorized  an 
shortly  afterwards  the  Voluntary  Aid  organizatiou  was  ex- 
tended to  Scotland.  Women  members  of  tliese  Detachments 
were  taught  First  Aid,  home  nursing  and  in  many  cases 
hygiene  and  cookery.  They  *'practi8ed  the  work  of  a  hospital 
ward;  they  earmarked  buildings  suitable  for  temporary  hospi 
tals  and  learned  the  methods  of  improvising  or  obtaining  th 
necessary  equipment  and  supplier.  .  .  ."  " 

On  October  14,  1914,  sixteen  Voluntary  Aid  Detachmen 
mcmlx^rs,    drawn    from    two    Loudon    detachments    with    tv 
trained  nurses  in  charge,  were  sent  to  France  with  the  sanctio 
of  the  War  Ot!i<'e.    Dame  Katherine  Furse  was  in  charge  of  th 
group.    At  Boulogne,  they  organized  a  rest  station,  took  ov 
three  wagons  and  two  passenger  coaches  and  converted  them  in 
a   disjiensary^   a  kitchen,  stores  and   quiirtrrn;   within   twenty- 
four  hours  they  had  received  and  fed  one  thousand  wounded 
with  such  success  that  the  experiment  marked  the  beginnings  of 
the  broad  and  extensive  later  developments  of  the  British  R 
Cross  overseas  under  Voluntary  Aid  Detachments. 

After  about  three  months  at  Boulogne,  Dame  Furse  rettim 
to  London  and  took  charge  of  the  Voluntary  Aid  Departme 
at  Devonshire  House  and  Dame  Rachel  Crowdy  succeeded  hot 
in  France,  later  becoming  Principal  Commandant  of  Volunta 
Aid  Detachments  in  France. 

V.    A.    D.    nursing    mombera   were   employed    in    hospitalt, 
eatahlished  by  the  British  Red  Cross  and  the  Order  of  St  Jo 
and  in  Iniso  hospitals  maintained  by  the  Medical  Departmen 
of  the  British  Army.     On  February  1,   1915,  the  War  Offi 
wrote  that  **in  view  of  the  fact  that  a  largely  inereasc-d  supply 
of  fully  trained  nurses  will  be  required  for  the  necessary  ex- 
pansion of  military  hospitals  at  home  and  abroad,  it  is  bu^ 

"Report  of  the  Joint  Wilt  Committee,  p.  180. 

"Ibid.,  p.  ino. 
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gested  tbat  members  of  mcwg^nizeil  Voluntary  Aid  Detachments 
might  advantageously  be  employed  and  bo  enable  us  to  release 
a  iiumlx-'r  of  fully  trained  nurses  for  duty  ia  new  Hospitals."  •* 
At  this  time,  the  War  Office  made  the  following  suggestions  as 
to  the  cnnditions  of  employment  of  nursing  members  of  Vol- 
untary Aid  Detachments: 

1.  The  selected  members  must  hold  tlie  certificates  for 
home  nursing  and  First  Aid  and  must  be  thoroughly  recom- 
mended. 

2.  They  will  be  required  to  work  under  fully  trained  nurses 
and  will  I  e  under  the  direct  control  of  the  officer  in  charge 
and  the  Matron  of  the  hospital. 

3.  They  should  be  between  twenty-three  and  thirty-eight 
years  of  age. 

4.  They  should  be  required  to  live  in  quarters  provided  for 
the  nursing  staff  of  tiie  military  hospitals  under  the  control 
and  supervision  of  the  Matron. 

.5.  They  will  be  required  to  adhere  strictly  to  the  time 
tables  in  force  in  military  hospitals  and  to  the  regulations 
and  standing  orders  for  Q.A.I.M.N.S. 

6.  They  will  have  at  all  times  when  on  duty  to  wear  the 
washing  uniform  of  their  Detachments, 

7.  They  will  be  appointed  for  one  month  on  probation, — 
then  if  recommended,  they  will  be  required  to  sign  an  agree- 
ment to  serve  for  one  year  or  for  the  duration  of  the  war. 

8.  The  engagement  of  Voluntary  Aiil  Detjuhment  mem- 
bers may  be  terminated  at  any  time  if  found  unfit  in  any 
respect  for  service. 

On  February  19,  1915,  a  second  letter  was  sent  by  the  War 

Office  which  suggcated  that  nursing  momlx^ra  of  Voluntary 
Aid  Detachments  be  paid  £20  a  year,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
fully  trained  certificated  Staff  Nurses  received  £40.  This  latter 
added  that  '^arrangements  will  be  made  for  accommodation  and 
an  allowance  fur  board  and  washing  for  each  member,"  with 
£1  per  quarter  for  the  upkeep  of  uniforms.^" 

The  Reports  by  the  Joint  War  Committee  and  the  Joint  War 
Finance  Committee  of  the  British  Red  Cross  and  of  the  Order 
of  St.  John  for  l*.»14-ll)ll)  state  that  the  total  number  of  nurs- 
inp  members  of  Volnntary  Aid  Detachments,  on  December  20, 
1919,  was  17,307.  Of  this  number,  886  were  honorably  men- 
tioned in  dispatches  and  320  received  nursing  decorations.    One 

"Report  of  the  Joint  War  Committee,  p.  192. 
•/5td..  p.  192. 
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hundred  and  twenty-eight  of  them  died  in  line  of  duty  and  " 
is  known,"  state  the  Reports,  "that  over  one  hundred  oth 
V.  A.  D.  members,  not  working  directly  under  the  V.  A 
Dt.'pnrtincut,  also  laid  down  their  lives."  ^^ 

During  the  summer  of  1910,  Misa  Maxwell  and  a  person 
friend,  Irene  M.  Given wilson,  who  later  became  curator  o! 
the  Red  Cross  ^Museum  at  National  Hendquarters,  visit 
sixty-seven  French,  British  and  Belgian  hospitals  situated  i 
Paris,  in  England,  in  BelgiTini  and  at  various  places  near  an 
at  the  Western  PVont.  Mies  Givenwilson  had  taken  the  nursi 
diploma  of  tlie  German  lied  Cross  at  Bonn,  Germany,  a  eou 
of  elementary  nursing  in  Holland  and  another  in  England 
from  November,  1914^  to  March,  1015,  Miss  Maxwell  ha 
allowed  Miss  Givenwilson  to  work  in  the  wards  of  the  Presb 
terian  Hospital,  New  York  City.  With  her  previous  knowl 
of  foreign  languages,  of  the  voluntary  nursing  services  of  Euro 
and  of  the  nursing  profession  in  the  United  States  as  she  hai 
seen  it  at  the  Preebyterian  Hospital,  Miss  Givenwilson  was  i 
an  excellent  position  to  evaluate  volunteer  nursing  abroa 
Moreover,  Miss  Maxwell  edited  both  the  repwrt  and  the  diar 
which  Miss  Givenwilson  submitted  to  National  Headquarters 
at  the  close  of  the  trip. 

Miss  Givenwilson'a  report  included  the  following  statemen 
regarding:  the  nursing  members  of  Voluntary  Aid  Detachments 

We  made  many  inquiries  as  to  tJie  elDciency  of  the  V.A.D? 
nurses  at  British  Bed  Cross  Headquarters  and  also  of  the 
Matrons  in  ebnrge  of  the  military  and  auxiliary  hospitals.  The 
unanimity  of  opinion  on  their  usefulness  aiul  willingne6:s  to 
work  undor  any  conditions  impressed  us  as  remarkable 
There  was  only  one  criticiKm  olTereil, — that  a  previous  tra 
ing  of  six  months  in  a  civil  hospital  is  under  all  circumstan 
very  dcsirnhle  and  would  render  the  nursing  members  m 
useful  and  capable  of  accepting  some  responsibility  in  the 
wards.  The  Army  nurses  are  already  so  overworked  that  they 
are  unable  to  train  their  subordinates  in  the  wards.  This 
lack  of  training  leads  to  two  difficulties:  firsi,  the  members 
find  it  hard  at  first  to  adapt  themselves  readily  to  the  neces- 
sarily titrict  discipline  of  military  and  auxiliary  hospitals  in 
time  of  war;  s€C4)nd,  through  inexperience,  they  are  apt  to 
consider  the  whole  practice  of  nursing  coiisintti  in  the  dressing 
of  woundri  and  that  when  this  has  been  mastered,  they 
equal  proficiency  with  fully  trained  nurses. 
•Report  of  the  Joint  War  Coraroitteo.  p.  203. 
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These  difficulties  could  be  easily  overcome  by  a  regulation 
enforcing  a  definite  period  of  training  in  a  civil  hospital  for 
any  member  of  the  Red  Cross  who  aspired  to  be  a  nurses' 
aide  in  a  military  hospital  in  time  of  war.'^ 

With  this  total  strength  of  well  over  40,000  trained  and 
untrained  women,  it  may  readily  bo  appreciated  that  the  600 
American  nurses  who  served  in  the  Hritish  base  hospitals  at 
Rouen,  Dannes  Camiers,  fitretat  and  Ive  Treport  made  slight 
addition  to  the  numerical  strength  of  the  British  nursing  forces. 
The  institutions  which  they  staffed  did,  however,  occupy  highly 
important  positions  along  the  southern  line  of  British  hospitals 
in  France  and  the  American  nurses  and  surgt^ons  cared  for 
approximately  300^000  British  and  Colonial  soldiers.  More- 
over, the  arrival  of  these  six  units  in  England  and  France  dur- 
ing the  third  month  of  the  participation  of  the  United  States 
in  the  World  War  did  mueh  to  raise  tlie  morale  of  the  British 
and  Frencii  Armies,  in  thut  the  elHeieut  per8<»nnel  and  tlie 
splendid  equipment  of  these  pioneer  base  hospitals  were  a  timely 
guarantee  to  the  weary  Allies  of  the  reenforcements  soon  to 
come. 

The  experience  of  the  American  Army  reserve  nurses  who 
served  in  these  British  bases  was  an  illuminating  one  and 
fortunate  indeed  did  these  American  Red  Cross  nurses  count 
themselves.  The  disadvantages  of  assignment  to  the  British 
Expwiitionary  Forces  were  of  minor  nature.  Miss  Stimson 
summarized  them : 

Chief  nurses  of  these  units  hnH  the  doublo  dilTiculty  of 
functioning  as  an  important  part  of  an  American  Army  or- 
ganization without  previous  experient-e  or  knowledge  of  Army 
ways  and  at  the  same  time  had  the  difficulty  encountered  in 
taking  over  after  a  few  days  apprenticeship,  the  position  of 
Matron  of  a  British  hospital  in  full  operation,  and  from 
which  the  British  nursing  personnel  was  withdrawn  almost 
immediately.  In  the  cases  where  the  American  nursing  stalTs 
were  insufficient  for  the  needs  of  the  hospitals.  stalTs  of  Brit- 
ish Voluntary  Aid  Dctarlimcnts  were  left  on  under  the 
American  chief  nurse  until  such  time  as  more  American 
nurses  could  be  brought  over.  The  combination  of  American 
graduate  nurses  and  British  volunteer  aides  did  not  lessen 
the  problems  of  the  chief  nurses.  .  .  . 

Report  of  the  Voluntary  Nursinf?  Services  of  Kni^land  and  France; 
Irene  M.  Giveowilaon,  pp.  26-27,  Library,  National  KeaUtjuartcra,  Waah- 
ington,  D.  C. 
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Our  second  difficulty  was  lack  of  "camp  kite/*  without 
which  no  English  Sifter  nor  V,  A.  D.  goes  anywhere.  When 
they  withdrew,  completely  barren  rooms  confronted  the  dis- 
mayed Americans.  A  combination  of  British  courtesy  and 
generosity  on  the  part  of  the  War  Ortite  and  the  American 
Ked  CroiiLa  Chapter  at  London  came  swiftly  to  our  rescue  and 
supplied  us  the  necessary  articles,'* 

Perhaps  the  greatest  difficulty  which  the  American  DUT8eff>j 
met  during  the  first  mouths  in  the  lield  was  the  absence  of  an' 
authoritative  head  of  the  American  Army  Nurse  Corps  in 
France.  Questions  arose  as  to  the  repleuiahment  of  uniforms, 
the  issuance  of  more  adequate  equipment  and  such  other  matters; 
to  disciplinary  problems  such  as  transfers,  n'aignations  and  the 
conduct  of  nurses  when  olT  duty.  Neither  Miss  Becher  nor 
Miss  McCarthy  could  undertake  to  settle  them.  Martha  Monta- 
gue Russell  had  joined  the  Ajncrican  Red  Cross  Conuniasion 
for  France  in  August,  1017,  as  the  official  representative  of  the 
Nursing  Service  at  National  Headquarters,  but  her  only  possible 
relation  to  the  members  of  the  Army  Nurse  Corps  then  in  France 
with  the  British  and  American  Expeditionary  Forces  was  of  a 
purely  unofficial  nature.  She  termed  herself  a  "maiden  aunt"" 
rather  than  a  mother  invested  with  parental  authority.  The  Sur- 
geon General  accordingly  assigned  to  the  staff  of  the  Chief  Sur- 
geon, A.  E.  F,  in  France,  Bessie  S.  Bell,  of  the  Army  Nurse 
Corps.  Miss  Bell  was  a  graduate  of  the  Boston  City  Hospital 
and  had  been  chief  nurse  of  Walter  Reed  Hospital,  Washing 
ton,  D.  C.  She  arrived  in  Paris  in  November,  1017,  and  for  a 
year  served  as  Chief  Nurse  of  the  American  Expeditionary 
Force«.  She  was  largely  engaged  in  organization  work  incident 
to  the  assigimieut  of  nurses  to  American  base  hospitals,  evacua- 
tion and  mobile  hospitals  and  forward  professional  teama  of  the 
U.  S.  Medical  Department  in  Fran<H%  so  she  did  not  have  much 
time  in  which  to  visit  the  well-established  and  smootlily-ninning 
British  bases  then  staffed  by  American  nursing  personnel. 
Moreover,  the  American  Expeditionary  Forces  did  not  furnish 
the  Chief  Nurse  special  transportation  facilities  during  Miaa 
BclFs  incumbency  of  the  office.  The  chief  nurses  of  the 
American  base  hospitals  assigned  to  the  British  Expeditionary 
Forces  were  thus  tlirown  largely  upon  their  own  resources  as 
regards  the  nursing  service.     However,  they  were  in  the  main 

""Mintnrv  of  tlii*  Nursing  ArttvUi««  ou  tho  Wrelern  Front  dariog  ilia:! 
War  IVrioci,"  Julia  C.  Stinieon,  p,  5. 
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strong  women  and  were  well  able  to  meet  with  sound  judgment 
the  different  situations  which  arose. 

As  to  the  advantag(>s  of  service  in  the  British  Expeditionary 
Forces,  nurses  assigned  to  these  units  experienced  none  of  the 
idleness  and  monotony  born  of  light  work  which  nurses  of  the 
American  Expeditionary  Forces  encountered  during  their  first 
summer  in  tlie  tield.  The  British  tn>op8  oceiipied,  during  11*17 
and  1918,  impfirtant  and  almost  constuntly  uetive  sectors  of 
the  Western  Front,  so  both  the  surgical  and  medical  cases 
were  of  great  professional  interest.  The  American  nurses 
assigned  to  the  British  buses  shared,  moreover,  many  privileges 
accorded  the  British  Sisters,  which  had  not  yet  ht*en  granted  the 
younger  American  contingents.  Miss  Stimson  summarized 
them: 

Advantages  of  leave;  care  during  sickness  at  splendidly- 
eqiiipped  "Sick  Sisters'  Hospitals''  and  convalescent  treat- 
ment on  the  coast  was  given  to  the  Amurican  nurses.  Al- 
though tlie  United  States  Army  paid  the  nurses*  salaries,  the 
British  put  them  on  the  same  mess  allowance  as  their  own 
nurses  and  many  were  the  hours  during  which  chief  nurses 
struggled  with  board  at  twenty-five  shillings  a  month.  laundry 
at  six  shillings  a  week,  field  allowance  and  other  perplexing 
problems. 

This  mesa  allowance,  although  it  entailed  considerable  extra 
paper  work  for  tiie  chief  nurses,  provided  the  hospital  dietitian 
with  available  funds  with  which  to  purchase  green  vegetables 
and  otlier  articles  not  included  in  general  rations. 

British  inirsea  occupied  a  position  of  great  dignity  and  re- 
spect. The  position  Imld  by  American  Army  nurses  as  regards 
rank  will  be  trcatt'd  in  detail  in  a  subsequent  chapter,  but  the 
following  comment  upon  the  status  of  the  British  nurse,  which 
was  made  by  Miss  Hall,  boars  directly  upon  the  British  mili- 
tary nursing  system  and  is  therefore  included : 


The  British  nurses  did  not  have  rank  as  oflicers  of  the 
British  Army.  They  did.  however,  have  a  place  in  the  British 
Army  which  wae  dignified  and  enviable.  .  .  . 

In  every  area  presided  over  by  a  Deputy  Director  of  Medi- 
cal Service,  there  was  a  Principal  Matron  whose  area  in- 
cluded all  the  nurses  in  the  area  covered  by  the  Deputy 
Director  of  Medical  Service.  In  each  hospital  there  was  a 
Matron,  assistant  Matron,  Sisters,  and  Staff  Nurses,  with  pay 


484    HISTORY  OF  AMERICAN  RED  CROSS  NITISIXG 

and  allowBnces  arcording  to  their  status  as  jufit  named.     Ii 
the  hospitals,  a  definite  number  of  non-commiBsioned  officei 
and  men  were  assigned  directly  to  the  Matron  to  act  as  war<B 
masters  and  orderlies.    She  had  entire  control  in  the  a^sigii-^ 
ing  of  them  to  duty,  arranging  their  time,  etc.,  and  the 
sition  of  the  Matron  and  those  under  her  waa  so  strong  thai 
there  waft  never  diftohodience  or  disrespect  towards  them.     In^ 
all  matters  of  living,  travel  and  social  functions,  the  BritisI 
nurses  were  given  all  the  respect  and  rights  uf  oflicera;  fiome^j 
times  even  given  preference  over  officers.'^ 


On  June  13,  1017,  three  weeks  after  the  arrival  of  United(j 
States  Army  Base  Hospital  No.  4  at  Rouen,  Colonel   (later 
General)  A.  S.  Bradley,  the  first  Chief  Surgeon  of  the  Ameri* 
can  Expeditionary  Forces  in  France,  opened  in  the  Rue  Con- 
stantine,  Paris,  the  headquarters  of  the  United  States  Arniyj 
Medical  Corps  in  France,     With  him  were  Colonel  Francis' 
Winter  and  Colonel  Merritte  W.  Ireland.     On  the  same  day, 
the  American  KcJ  Cross  Commission  for  Europe  landed  iai 
Bordeaux.    In  view  of  the  parallel  development  of  the  medical 
services  of  the  American  Expeditionary  Forces  and  the  Ameri- 
can Red  Cross,  it  is  of  interest  that  these  organizations  arrived 
in  Paris  at  practically  the  same  time  and  began  their  develop- 
ment amid  the  same  difhculties. 

War  nursing  with  the  American  Expeditionary  Forces  in 
Franco  consisted  of  tluty  in  the  zones  of  the  base  and  of  th«; 
advance  of  the  United  States  Armies.     In  the  zone  of  the  base^ 
to  which  this  portion  of  this  history  relates,   nurses  served 
in  base  hospitals  established  along  the  principal  liuea  of  com- 
munication.    Connecting  the  zone  of  the  base  with  that  of  the 
advanct^  were  the  hospital  trains  of  the  U.  S.  Army  Mediettl] 
Corps  in  France;  nurses  served  on  these  sanitary  trains.  .  lui 
the  forward   areas,   nurses   served   in   evacuation   and   mobile' 
hospitals  ami  on  professional  teams.    Further,  sick  and  wounded 
soldiers  of  the  American  Expeditionary  Forces  were  cared  for 
in  military  hospitals  established  by  the  American  Red  Cross, 
both  in  the  zone  of  the  base  and  the  z^me  of  the  advance. 
Moreover,  American  Ited  C*ro8s  nurses  were  even  detailed  to 
duty  in  hospitals  of  the  French  Service  dc  Sanie  in  order  that 
Ameriran  wounded  of  the  divisions  which  General   Pershing] 
had  brigadetl  with  the  French  troops,  might  l>e  cared  for  by] 

■U-ttrr  writti-n  by  Carrie  M.   IIhM.  8epti'mt»*T  20.   1U2I.  tn  the  Aiilhor, 
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American  nurses.  As  these  several  types  of  assigTiment  differed 
greatlv,  they  will  be  treated  each  ouc  in  separate  sections  of  this 
history.  This  section  will  set  forth  flie  arrival  of  the  early  Red 
Cross  base  hospitals  iu  France  and  will  describe  the  experiences 
of  reserve  nurses  in  the  zone  of  the  base, 

Durin'^  the  first  eight  raoulbs  of  the  participation  of  the 
United  States  in  the  European  Wtir,  April  through  November, 
1917,  only  eight  base  hospitals  were  on  duty  with  the  American 
Expeditionary  Forces  in  France.  The  American  Army  was 
pxpected  in  1017  to  occupy  the  southeastern  sectors  of  the 
Western  Front,  the  area  lying  roughly  between  Toul  and  Bel- 
fort.  The  American  line  of  communications  was  developed 
to  extend  from  Bordeaux  and  St.  Nazairc  to  Dijon  and  Is-sur- 
Lille  and  from  these  centers  to  radiate  up  through  the  areas 
established  for  divisional  training  near  Neufchateau  and  the 
Toul-Belfort  sectors.  The  Chief  Surgeon  accordingly  located 
the  hospitals  of  the  American  Expeditionary  Forces  along  this 
line  of  communications.  He  assigned  the  first  base  hospitals 
to  Baxoilles,  Chaumont,  Vittel  and  Contrexeville  as  forward 
oenters  of  the  zone  of  the  base;  to  Limoges,  Dijon,  Vichy  and 
Savenay  as  bases  in  the  rear;  and  to  Bordeaux  and  St.  Nazaire 
as  embarkation  centers  from  which  sick  and  wounded  soldiers 
were  to  be  returned  to  the  United  States. 

In  difficulties  met  and  in  accomplishment,  the  experiences 
of  the  first  eight  American  base  hospitals  in  France  were  so 
nearly  identical  that  a  detailed  picture  of  the  first  units  will 
•en'e  for  all.  In  collecting  the  source  material  for  this  section, 
National  Headquarters  sent  a  request,  oftentimes  repeated,  to 
all  chief  nurses  of  base  hospitals,  asking  them  for  a  summary 
of  the  experiences  of  their  units.  Some  of  the  chief  nurses 
failed  to  respond;  others  sent  in  reports  of  unusual  interest 
and  marked  historical  value.  In  excerpts  from  these  reports, 
to  be  quoted  later  in  this  portion  of  this  history,  may  clearly  be 
seen  the  general  policies  of  the  Medical  Corps  in  France.  The 
effect  of  these  policies  upon  the  nursing  situation  in  the  United 
Stat:es  wmII  also  be  set  forth. 

United  States  Army  Base  Hospital  No.  18,  organized  at 
Johns  Hopkins  Hospital,  Baltimore,  Md.,  landed  with  the 
First  Division  of  American  troops  at  St.  Nazaire,  June  28, 
1917.  The  Navy  collier  Cyclops,  the  cruiser  Charleston  and  the 
Iransport  Finlaml,  on  which  the  Hopkins  Unit  sailed,  in  a  zig- 
zag passage  of  fourteen  days  had  dodged  German  submarinea 
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which  were  on  their  mettle  to  catch  the  first  American  cou- 
tingont. 

Dr.  Winford  Smith  had  organized  Base  Hospital  No.  ISy 
but  the  Surgeon  General  claimed  his  services  at  Washington,. 
Dr.  John  il.  T.  Finney  led  the  unit  into  the  field.  Bessie  Baker] 
was  chief  of  the  sixty-four  nurses  and  of  a  second  unit  of  thirtj- 
geven  ''casuals."  Miss  Baker  was  born  in  Maryland.  Follow- 
ing her  graduation  from  the  Rohert  Garrett  Hospital  for  Chil- 
dren in  Baltimore,  she  entered  the  School  of  Nursing  at  Johmi 
Hopkins  Hospital.  She  later  became  assistant  superintentlenti 
of  nurses  at  tlie  Womcn^s  Hospital  in  Baltimore.  She  returned] 
to  Johns  Hopkins  in  11)12,  as  first  assistant  superintendent  o£ 
the  training  school.  Although  much  of  her  life  had  IxK^n 
spent  in  Mari-'land,  her  brisk  humor,  reflected  in  her  twinkling; 
brown  eyes,  her  energy'  and  her  enthusiasm  called  to  mind  the] 
Western  rather  than  the  Southern  temperament. 

Miss  Baker  described  the  reception  of  Base  Hospital  No.  18 
at  St.  Nazaire; 

During  the  afternoon  we  received  a  visit  from  the  general 
then  iu  (.'ommaiid  of  the  Medical  Corps  of  ttiu  Americjiu  Expe- 
ditionary Forces  [General  Bradley].  He  remarked  that  up 
to  twenty-four  hours  before  he  had  not  been  aware  of  outj 
exiiitence,  much  less  our  expected  arrival.  An  imraediatd 
survey  of  the  surrounding  country  was  necessary,  if  he  wa«' 
to  find  n  place  whereon  we  might  lay  our  hcjtds. 

The  following  morning  brought  the  parting  from  the  18th 
Regiment,  our  companions  of  the  voyage.  It  was  hard  to  say 
the  \iiA  word.  Many  of  them  we  knew  we  sliould  never  see 
again,  unles^s  they  were  brou^dit  to  us  wounded  and  miserable. 

To  their  cheers,  we  filed  down  the  gang-plank  to  the  8tatioa| 
and  entrained  for  the  village  of  Savenay.  The  quiet  peaceful 
ness  of  that  first  glimpse  of  the  French  (ountr>side,  with  ita 
old  windmills  and  charming  peasant  homes  I  The  wild  flow-, 
ers  were  riotous,  crimson  poppies,  purple  heather,  yellow  and 
white  daisies. 

Until  war  made  it  a  garrison  of  hospitals,  the  little  rillagQ 
of  Savcnay,  located  on  the  orchard-covered  hills  of  Brittany, 
had  led  a  drowsy  and  peaceful  existence.  The  personnel  of 
Base  Hospital  No.  18  was  temporarily  assigned  there  until 
a  permanent  hospital  could  be  secured  for  tlu'm  nearer  the 
front.  Upo)i  the  arrival  of  the  unit  at  Savenay,  the  nursea 
were  billeted  in  a  dormitory  of  a  large  normal  school  for  boja. 
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The  democracy  of  field  service  soon  established  itself,  "In 
our  single  public  waah-room,'^  wrote  Miss  Baker,  '*high  and  low, 
those  who  had  'run'  hospitals  and  those  who  had  been  'run,* 

(scrubbed  crepe  garments  side  by  side/*     Miss  Bakers  report 
contained  the  following  description  of  Army  "chow** : 
.1 


On  our  way  over,  we  had  inwardly  pitied  the  enlisted  men 
with  the  tin  plates  and  knives  and  forks  and  the  long  wooden 
tables.  FirHt  mess-rail  at  Saveuay  told  us  that  we  too  were 
in  the  Army.  There  was  war  bread  in  heavy  slices,  there 
were  onions  and  bacon.  Heavy  tin-ware  adorned  our  cloth- 
less  table  and  backless  benches  supported  us  while  we  fed. 
How  we  laughed ! 

Unleas  you  sat  near  the  end  of  tlie  bench,  you  hail  to  be  a 
high  stepper  and  hop  over.  Black  coffee  came  around  in  huge 
galvanized  buckets,  wliich  we  drank  humbly  from  receptacles 
ranging  from  a  pint  tin  cup  to  a  quart  rapacity  dinh-pan. 
Onions  were  with  U8  morning,  noon  and  evening.  What  we 
could  never  nuzzle  out  was  why  we  were  destined  to  eat  in  a 
few  weeks  all  of  that  delectable  dish  meant  to  serve  the  entire 
American  Army  during  the  period  of  the  war. 


Fifteen  of  the  thirty-seven  nurses  who  had  come  overseas 
with  the  Hopkins  Unit  were  orderc*d  back  to  St.  Xazaire  on 
July  5  to  staff  a  small  hospital  which  the  French  transferred 
to  the  American  Array.  Here  were  received  acute  cases  of  the 
infectious  diseases  that  had  attacked  troops  of  the  First  Di- 
vision on  their  way  overseas.  This  hospital,  first  known  aa 
United  States  Army  Hospital  No.  1,  American  Expeditionary 
Forces,  was  later  designated  as  Base  Hospital  No.  101  and 
as  such  functioned  until  the  end  of  the  war.  Members  of  the 
medical  and  nursing  staffs  of  the  original  Johns  Hopkins  Unit 
who  had  Ixjen  detailed  to  St.  Nazaire,  were  returned  to  Base 
Hospital  No.  18  before  winter. 

The  nurses  and  surgeons  waiting  at  Savenay  for  tlic  com- 
pletion of  tlie  hospital  whlcli  they  were  soon  to  occupy,  spent 
the  days  in  attending  French  elassos  and  in  drilling.  The 
routine  of  Army  life  and  the  discipline  of  divisional  training 
sometimes  proved  irksome.  Miss  Baker  wrote  of  these  experi- 
ences early  in  July : 

It  was  hard  to  go  to  bed  at  10  P.M.  when  the  sun  had  just 
slipped  below  the  horizon.  From  our  back  windows,  the  coun- 
trv  stretched  lazily  away  in  the  dintarue.     Vht  below  gleamed 
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the  lights  of  St.  Nazaire.  The  green  vineyards  sloped  to  the 
river  Loire  and  on  every  htllsiae  the  quaint  old  mills  now 
turned  leisurely  at  their  ta.sk,  now  stood  silhouetted  against 
the  pastel  6ky»  with  a  wee  crescent  moon  and  a  lone  star 
standing  guard  above.  Never  could  we  have  imagined  a 
scene  more  s^Tubolic  of  peace  than  this,  our  first  experience  of 
war. 

As  the  days  rolled  on^  we  struggled  with  our  hopelessly  poor 
drills.  In  vain  did  the  Major  endeavor  to  make  us  military 
women.  He  finally  gave  us  up  in  despair.  Many  mornings, 
however,  we  spent  in  the  old  hay  (ields  watching  the  men  mop 
and  drill  and  drill  and  mop  in  the  hot  July  sun.  The  sky- 
larks flitted  up  into  the  blue  sky  and  an  occasional  Zeppelin 
hovered  in  the  distance  far  beyond  us.  .  .  . 

After  a  month  at  Savenay,  the  personnel  of  Base  Hospital 
No.  18  entrained  for  their  permanent  quarters.  Miss  Baker 
wrote  of  thfi  trip  across  France: 

Every  inch  of  this  wonderful  country  seemed  under  culti- 
vation. Hillsides  were  covered  with  vineyards.  Buckwheat, 
rye,  red  clover,  yellow  mustard,  asparagus  and  alfalfa  car- 
peted the  rolling  country.  Quaint  little  villages  ]>eeped  out 
from  the  valleys  or  topped  the  hillsides. 

We  left  the  windmills  behind  ua  overnight  and  came  to 
great  hillsides  of  rock,  with  houses  dug  out  of  them.  We 
passed  groves  of  chestnut  and  willows  and  stately  spruces, 
"fox-tail"  and  oak.  The  poplars  lined  the  fine  white  tuni- 
pikes  and,  like  tall  sentinel.^i  standing  on  guard  for  miles  and 
miles,  crowned  the  crests  of  the  distant  hills. 

They  arrived  July  2C  at  Bazoillcs,  a  village  of  two  hundred 
inhabitants,  situated  on  the  headwaters  of  the  Meusc  River, 
in  the  Department  of  the  Vosgea.  In  this  little  town,  the  chateau 
and  out-buildings  of  a  private  estate,  supplemented  by  barrack- 
like  wooden  wards,  had  been  made  into  a  hospital  of  one  thou- 
sand beds.  These  buildings  were  located  on  both  sides  of  an 
avenue  which  stretched  up  a  hillside.  The  avenue  was  roofed 
over  and  enclosed  and  through  apertures  in  the  sides,  the  nurses 
saw  below  them  as  they  went  to  and  from  the  wards,  a 
beautiful  valley  threaded  by  small  streams  and  beyond  the  foot- 
hillfl  of  the  Vosges. 

Baee  Hospital  No.  18  received  its  first  patients  on  July  81, 
1917;  it  served  as  a  camp  hospital  during  the  summer  for  ser- 
eral  divisions  of  American  troops  then  in  training  in  nearby 
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areas.  The  work  was  light,  so  between  assignments  to  duty 
the  nurses  had  long  intervals  of  leisure  which  gave  them  op- 
portunity to  go  on  sight-seeing  trips.  Some  of  them  went  to 
Neufchnteau,  four  miles  distant,  others  to  Domreniy  which  Miss 
Baker  described: 

The  valley  blazed  in  a  shimmer  of  blended  color,  the  wild 
mustard  ta^Tiy  in  the  sunlight,  the  winding  Meuse,  the 
meadows  hright  with  daisies,  gentians,  poppies.  ...  In  that 
humble  chamber  where  Jeanne  d'Arc  first  saw  the  light  three 
hundred  years  ago,  I  could  not  help  thinking  today  of  the 
thousands  of  women,  Krencli,  English,  American,  going  to 
war  for  France,  though  not  to  the  fanfare  of  trumpets  that 
cheered  the  Maid  to  Orleans  and  Kheims. 


I 


The  rainy  season  set  in  about  Bazoilles  towards  the  end  of 
September.  The  American  troops  M'crc  uunccustomed  to  tho 
excessive  dampness  and  the  medical  wards  of  Base  Hospital 
No.  18  were  soon  filled  to  capacity  with  patients  suffering  from 
Isolds,  sore  throats,  bronchial  ailments  and  pneumonia.  A  nurse 
of  the  Hopkins  Unit  wrote  of  her  charges: 

They  are  mostly  boys  from  little  towns  and  from  every 

walk  in  life.  On  a  ward  of  ten,  we  have  an  Irish  policeman; 
an  Austrian  barber;  a  Philatlelphia  steam  fitter;  a  marine 
with  an  Irish  mother  and  Italian  father;  a  trap  drummer 
from  the  movies  of  Chicago;  a  big  six-foot  farmer  boy  from 
New  England;  a  lad  of  fifteen  years  who  ran  away  from 
school  in  Indiana:  a  presser  from  a  tailor's  estahlishracnt  in 
Ohio;  and  a  farmer  from  Missouri.  So  it  goes,  often  a  collet^e 
man  next  to  a  tramp.  To  us  they  are  just  sick  and  lonely 
boys,  whose  life  we  could  make  a  bit  more  cheery. 

The  winter  came  early  in  November  with  raw  winds  and 
clinging  fogs.  Lack  of  fuel  accentuated  the  discomfort  which 
the  prolonged  dampness  produced.  Upon  their  arrival  at 
Bazoilles,  the  Americans  had  been  told  grim  tales  of  patients 
who  had  been  found  frozen  to  death  in  bed  the  winter  before. 
"There  came  a  time,*'  wrote  Miss  Baker,  "when  we  began  to 
feel  that  there  might  be  some  truth  in  these  stories."  On  many 
occasions  when  she  was  making  "rounds"  in  the  nurses'  quar- 
ters, Miss  Baker  would  come  upon  a  nurse  who  had  been  obliged 
to  leave  her  duties  in  the  wards,  go  tn  her  room  and  sit  with  her 
numbed  feet  in  ice  water  to  relieve  their  aching  enough  to  permit 
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her  to  go  on  with  her  moruing's  work.  "There  was  talk," 
tinned  Miss  Baker,  "of  etarting  a  Chilblain  Club,  but  auch 
rivalry  for  the  pre-sidency  arose  between  one  of  the  surgeons 
and  the  assistant  chief  nurse  that  it  had  to  be  abandoned." 

Lighting  also  offered  diffienlties.  The  nurses  were  expoetod 
to  provide  their  own  lamps,  but  no  sooner  had  they  secured  them 
than  the  kerosene  gave  out.  As  it  was  too  cold  to  ait  up,  the 
nurses  retired  to  bed  to  read  by  the  light  of  a  single  candle  stuck 
with  tallow  on  the  head  of  their  cots.  The  picture  suggested 
by  Miss  Baker's  descriptions,  of  a  shivering,  blue-lipped  woman 
wrapped  in  sweaters,  ulsters  and  blankets  is  indeed  a  true 
picture  of  the  American  war  nurse  as  she  appeared  many  times 
when  off  duty  during  the  harsh  French  winters. 

Of  the  work  of  the  Hopkins  Duit,  Miss  Baker  wrote: 

Day  by  day  our  wnrda  filled  up  rapidly  with  soldiers.  At 
the  same  time  the  nurses  began  to  fall  ill  in  large  numbers. 
We  started  with  an  eight  hour  day,  but  with  many  patients  on 
the  wards  and  sick  nurses  in  the  infirmary,  the  periods  we 
spent  ou  duty  became  as  many  hours  as  one  could  stand. 

At  no  time  did  the  nur.'H's  work  any  harder  than  during 
these  cold,  dark  days  between  November  and  January,  1918. 
But  the  joy  of  being  tliere  ready  and  waiting  to  give  to  our 
incftniing  patients  (lie  comfort  that  good  nursing  alone  will 
bring  to  a  sick  man  I  Here  we  meant  mother,  sister  and 
sweetheart  to  those  shivering,  lonely,  homesick  boys.  What 
confidences  we  received!  One  youngster,  just  a  wee  lad,  tolH 
his  nurse  that  if  he  ever  got  back  to  his  mother  she  wouldn't 
have  to  beg  him  to  eat  the  pie  she  had  baked  for  him. 

On  a  dull,  gray  Sunday  afternotui  early  in  November  we 
receiveil  our  first  American  wouiuled,  the  victims  of  that  first 
French  raid,  Kith  Infantry  bovs  who  had  been  holding  the 
Toul  Sector. 

In  commenting  on  the  many  delicacies  with  which  the 
nuTBes  supplemented  rations  for  the  soldiers,  Miss  Baker  wrote: 

How  like  Miss  Nightingale's  experience  with  regard  to  diet, 
entertainment  and  many  other  mcidents,  was  our  own! 
"Preposterous  luxuries  I'*  one  of  the  old  doctors  of  her  day 
contemptuously  called  the  results  of  her  herculean  efforts  to 
fumisb  an  adequate  diet.  To  have  recreation  huts  and  tiie 
additional  comforts  and  dainties  which  the  Hed  Cross  and  the 
nurses  supplie^l  the  soldiers  may  have  been  "spoiling  th« 
brutes*'  iu  the  Army  vernacular,  but  it  undoubtedly  saved  the 
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Morale  of  oar  soldiers  in  1917  and  1918,  no  less  than  Miss 
Nightingale's  efforts  in  the  Crimean  War.  One  eomi  nan  ding 
officer  of  Btise  No.  18  remarked ;  ''These  men  don't  need  all 
this  female  nursing, — they  haven't  been  accustomed  to  it!" 

While  we  sat  swathed  in  blankets  around  those  miserable 
little  French  stoves  and  breathed  upon  our  numbed  fin^jers 
and  waited  for  the  monotonous  hours  to  drag  by,  we  nurses 
tried  to  pu;^zle  out  the  meaning  of  war,  of  those  i?ick  boys  on 
the  wards,  of  our  own  ridiculous  plight. 

We  couldn't  get  very  far  with  most  of  our  discussions,  but 
there  was  real  comfort,  to  us  at  Icnst,  in  one  doughl>oy's 
words:  *'The  last  thing  I  knew,  I  was  out  and  over  the  top. 
...  I  opened  my  eyes  and  there  above  me  was  a  nurse  with 
a  small  Hed  Cross  on  her  cap.  1  just  turned  over  and  went 
to  sleep,  because  I  knew  then  that  everything  would  be  all 
right" 


The  New  Year  brought  better  times  for  the  overworked 
nurses  of  Base  Hospital  No.  18.  The  medical  and  nursing 
BtatTs  were  supplemented  in  Januarv',  1018,  by  the  arrival  of 
Hospital  Unit  **A/'  organized  by  tlie  American  Ked  Cross  at 
the  Presbyterian  Hospital,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  Katheriue  Liddle, 
of  Wilkinsburg,  Pa.,  was  chief  nuri*e  of  the  twenty-one  nurses 
who  composed  this  unit.  Toward  February  the  weather  at 
Bazoilles  changed  from  penetrating  dampness  to  sharp  cold; 
and  nurses  and  doctors  alike  found  relaxation  in  winter  sports. 
Organized  recreation  was  developed  by  Oolah  Burner,  a  secre- 
tar>'  of  the  Young  Women's  Christian  Association,  who  arrived 
in  Februar}\  William  Prcscott  Wolcott,  the  Ked  Cross  repre- 
sentative at  Base  Hospital  No.  18,  succeeded  in  securing  a 
nurses'  recreation  liut.  A  small  nurses'  infiniiary,  Avhieh  later 
drew  patients  from  surrounding  posts,  replaced  the  bare  wooden 
barracks  in  which  many  Hopkins  nurses  had  spent  days  of  sick- 
ness during  the  winter. 

During  the  early  spring  of  1918,  the  American  Expedition- 
ary Forces  first  shouldered  the  heavy  responsibilities  of  holding 
a  portion  of  the  Western  Front.  The  entrance  of  American 
soldiers  into  the  French  and  British  trenches  made  necessary 
the  assignment  of  American  professional  teams  to  ttie  zone 
of  advance  to  care  for  the  American  casualties  which  would 
inevitably  occur  there.  These  teams,  usually  composed  of  two 
surgeons,  an  anesthetist,  two  nurses  and  two  orderlies,  were 
organized  from  among  the  personnel  of  base  hospitals  in  the 
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rear  and  were  sent  forward  for  temporary  duty  in  evacuation, 
mobile  and  field  hospitals. 

The  nursing  strength  of  Base  Hospital  No.  18,  at  times  en- 
tirely inadequate  to  cope  with  the  volume  of  work  in  their 
wards,  was  further  reduced  by  the  formation  of  these  surgical, 
splint  and  shock  teams.  Tliese  units  were  often  absent  from 
the  base  during  some  particular  drive, — just  at  the  time  when 
the  gn^Htest  number  of  piitienta  were  being  sent  to  the  base 
hospital, — and  the  depicted  staff  of  nurses  at  No.  18  were  sorely 
overworked  on  such  an  occasion.  Tlie  "gas  convoys"  were  par- 
ticularly distressing.  One  night  after  eleven  o'clock,  ambu- 
lances discharged  over  two  hundred  and  fifty  blindfolded  men, 
dressed  in  torn  and  dirty  horizon  blue  uniforms,  some  of  them 
stumbling  along  with  their  hands  on  their  buddy's  shoulders, 
others  quiet  on  stretchers,  '*We  thought  they  were  French,"  a 
Hopkins  nurse  wrote  iu  her  diary,  **but  they  proved  to  be  our 
own  men  who  had  been  brigaded  with  the  French, — groat  stal- 
wart chaps  now  groping  tlieir  way  like  small  cluldreu,  blinded, 
the  tears  running  down  their  checks,  their  faces  blistered  and 
burned.'*  Of  corridors  and  pre-opcrative  rooms  crowded  with 
woundedj  Miss  Baker  wrote: 

As  the  long  line  of  stretchers  continued  to  be  moved  in 
hour  after  hour»  each  one  holding  what  seemed  to  be  a  case 
more  helpless  than  the  last,  we  could  only  pray  for  the  end  of 
such  brutality.  As  we  went  around  the  wards,  stepping  over 
the  stretchers,  bending  do^^Ti  to  tlie  floor  with  a  hot  drink,  or 
with  a  match  to  light  a  cigarette  for  an  armless  man,  we  were 
almost  ready  to  ery  "quits"  at  any  cost.  How  savage,  how 
inexpressibly  futile  has  become  this  light  valuation  of  human 
life! 


One  of  the  early  projects  of  the  American  Red  Cross  in 
France  was  the  establishment  in  the  Vosgcs  of  a  dispensary 
service  for  the  b<:'neiit  of  the  civilian  population.  The  aims  and 
general  nature  of  this  service  was  described  by  Ruth  Weir,  an 
American  Re<l  Cross  nurse  assigned  to  duty  at  Neufchateau,  the 
headquarters : 

In  November,  1917  ...  I  was  assigned  to  the  American 
Medical  Service  for  the  civilian  population,  which  had  its 
heaHquarters  at  NenfchAteau.  This  sorvieo,  which  was  de- 
veloped under  Colonel  H,  H.  Young,  chief  neurologist  of  the 
American  Expeditionary  Forces,  had  two  great  ends,  to  aid 
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tlie  poor  people  deprived  of  medical  care  and  to  prevent  cpi- 
deniies  in  lorulities  wljere  our  troops  were  billeted. 

The  work  was  carried  on  in  dispensaries  located  in  all  the 
ontlyirig  villages.  A  doctor  and  a  nurse  visitj^J  these  dis- 
pensaries every  two  or  three  days  and  called  on  very  sick  peo- 
ple in  their  homes.  In  this  way  we  successfully  uncovered 
stray  cases  of  scHrh^t  fever,  m(.'nin<3^itis.  diphtheria  uinl  other 
diseases  and  treated  them,  thus  nipping  in  the  bud  tlie  spread 
of  contagion.  Later  on  we  had  a  perfectly-equipped  hospital 
at  Neufchateau  where  patients  reqiiirin/r  special  care  and 
surgical  cases  were  treated.  From  the  moment  of  its  opening, 
the  siAty  beds  of  this  hospital  were  always  occupied.  The 
people  flocked  to  us  for  treatment  and  ako,  it  must  be  con- 
fessed, to  hear  les  AmSricaines  speak  French.  They  were 
most  grateful  and  loaded  us  with  kindnesses. 

The  second  American  Armj  base  hospital  to  arrive  in  France 
for  service  with  the  American  Expeditionary  Forces  was  No. 
15,  organized  by  the  American  Kod  Cross  from  the  alumnae 
and  staff  of  the  Roosevelt  Hospital,  New  York  City,  Mary  L. 
Francis,  a  graduate  and  assistant  superintendent  of  nurses 
of  the  Rooacvolt  Hospital,  was  chief  nurse. 

The  Roosevelt  Unit  arrived  in  France  early  in  July,  1917, 
and  established  a  base  hospital  of  three  thousand  beds  at  Chau- 
aiont,  in  the  Department  Haute-Marne.  During  their  first 
four  or  five  months  of  service,  they  cared  largely  for  French 
wounded,  but  later  American  sick  and  wounded  soldiers  came 
to  them  from  all  the  surrounding  st^ctors.*''' 

Bordeaux,  destined  to  bectime  the  principal  southern  liospital 
center  of  the  United  States  Medical  Corps  in  France,  was  the 
destination  of  United  States  Army  Base  Hospital  No.  0,  the 
third  of  the  Red  Cross  columns  to  be  called  into  active  service 
with  the  American  Expeditionary  Forct»s,  This  unit  took  over 
late  in  July,  1917,  I'llopital  Complemenlaire  No,  25,  in  the 
Lycco  do  Tulcnco,  situated  in  a  iMMiutiful  park  outside  the  city. 

Base  Hospital  No.  6  had  been  organized  at  the  Massachusetts 
General  Hospital,  Boston,  Mass.  Sara  E.  Parsons  was  chief 
nurse.  Miss  Parsons  was  a  graduate  of  the  Boston  Training 
Schoof  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital.  After  long 
executive  experience  in  various  New  England  institutions,  she 
rounded  out  a  broad  education  gained  in  this  institutional  work 

*Mt*otion  of  tlip  aclivitifs  of  tlio  Roosovt'It  I'nit  U  nocpssarily  brief. 
liMrauitff  at  the  writing  of  thtK  histury  Misn  FYancis  did  not  have  acctuu 
lu  liur  pnpeni  and  data  regarding  tltc  cx|)erience8  of  her  unit. 
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and  by  foreign  travel,  by  post-graduate  training  at  Teachers 
College.  iShe  was  in  1^07  aiul  lOOS  supcrinttMulenl  of  the 
Shepard  Pratt  Hospital  of  Baltimore  and  in  1000  returned  to 
the  MiLSsacliusottd  (Jcnoral  Ilo:^pitul  us  director  of  Ih*?  lit)Stou 
Training  School.  She  enrolled  in  the  Red  Cross  Nursing 
Service  iu  1910.  She  was  a  woman  of  practical  and  energetic 
tonjperament,  witli  snapping  gray  eyes  and  a  strong  mouth, 
whi<'h  lH»spoke  humor  and  fearlessness. 

The  nursing  staff  of  Base  Hospital  No,  6  arrived  at  Taleneo 
on  July  20,  1017,  and  were  immediately  installed  in  w^arda  from 
which  wounded  Senegalese  and  French  soldiers  had  been  evacu- 
ated. The  lirst  patients  to  come  to  the  Massachusetts  Unit  were 
sent  in  September  from  the  nearby  training  areas  of  the  Ameri- 
can Expetlitiouary  Forces,  Hospital  Unit  **0*',  of  Chariot 
North  Carolina,  arrived  March  10,  lOlS,  at  Bordeaux  to  rec' 
force  the  nursing  staff.  Heavy  work  for  Base  Hospital  No. 
began  the  following  July  and  continued  until  the  end  of  t 
war.  On  November  11,  1918,  there  were  4319  patienlB  in 
hospital  with  ninety-nine  nurses  on  duty,  an  average  of  fort; 
four  patients  to  each  nurse,  iliss  Parsons  wrote  of  the  ou 
standing  features  of  the  life  and  work  of  the  nurses  during 
their  eighteen  months  in  the  field : 

A  universal  enjoyment  of  actual  bedside  nursing  character- 
ized the  attitude  of  the  nursing  staff,  .\lthough  thirty-ei^jhl 
of  tJie  original  unit  of  sixty-four  nurses  had  held  executive 
position:^  before  joining  Buhc  Hospital  No.  (J,  they  were  al- 
ways ^lad  to  take  subordinate  potitious  where  they  could  wurk 
directly  with  the  patients.  Ne\er  did  our  nursing  ntalT  sutler 
from  loo  many  executives,  a  <'onipIaint  of  some  other  units. 
Nor  were  the  nurt^es  too  tired  or  too  busy  to  do  extra  kind- 
nesses for  the  patients.  Tfie  hours  off  duty  were  spent  mak- 
ing caiuly.  pies,  i(»e-(Team  for  the  boys.  .  ,  .  Most  gratifying 
was  the  spirit  of  motherlinegs  which  pervaded  the  atmosphere 
and  the  rc8iM?ct  which  the  nurses  commanded. 

To  sum  up  my  impression,  the  advaiitajre  of  knowing  one's 
perf«»nnel  is  tremendous,  both  from  a  professional  and  a 
physical  point  of  view.  Some  of  onr  most  valual)h»  women 
will  do  excellent  work  in  an  understanding  and  sympathetic 
environment,  but  could  never  stand  the  strain  in  an  uncon 
genial  situation. 


iUCOg^l 


Dijon,  below  Chaumont  in  central  eaatern  France,  was  the 
next  hospital  center  to  be  efitablished  during  tho  early  summer 
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of  1917.  In  this  city,  United  States  Army  Base  Hospital  No. 
17  on  July  29  took  over  from  the  French  military  aiithoritiea 
VHofiitai  Temporaire  No,  77. 

This  fourth  Red  Cross  unit  to  see  service  with  the  Ameri- 
cwi  Expeditionary  Forces  in  France,  Base  Hospital  No.  17, 
had  been  orgauized  at  the  Harper  Hospital,  Detroit,  Michigan. 
Emily  A.  AlcLanghlin  was  cJiiet  nurse.  Miss  McLaughlin 
was  educated  in  convent  schools  of  Brooklyn  and  Detroit  and 
was  graduated  from  the  Farrand  Training  School,  Harper  Ho»- 
pilal.  Dnring  the  Spanish-American  War,  she  s^*rved  at  Lex- 
ington, Kentncky.  at  Columbus,  Georgia  and  at  Matanzns,  Cuba. 
She  remained  in  military  service  until  November,  1001,  when 
she  returned  to  the  Farrand  Training  School  as  night  super- 
visor. In  11(00,  she  bocinne  priucipul  of  the  training  school 
there  and  remained  in  that  capacity  until  she  was  again  called 
into  military  nursing  as  chief  nurse  of  Base  Hospital  No.  17. 

The  Harper  Unit  arrived  at  Dijon  on  July  29,  1917,  and 
was,  with  the  exception  of  an  Americim  bakery,  the  first  briuich 
of  the  American  Expeditionary  Forces  to  invade  that  ancient 
city.  A  French  military  hospital,  I'Hnyiial  Tevipomire  No,  17, 
was  assigned  to  them.  The  main  building  had  formerly  housed 
the  School  of  St.  Igiiate  and  was  a  four-storied,  ell-shaped 
structure.  Fourtetni  wooden  barracks  of  from  thirty-five  to 
forty-five  bed  capacity  were  later  erected  immediately  behind 
the  larger  building.  The  normal  capacity  of  Base  Hospital  No. 
17  was  eighteen  hundred  beds,  but  it  was  capable  of  an  emer- 
gency expansion  to  two  thousand  beds.  The  nursing  staff  was 
billeted  in  houses  located  in  various  parts  of  the  city. 

As  was  the  case  with  the  surgeons  and  nurses  of  other  base 
hospitals  assigned  to  the  then  embryonic  iVmerican  Expedition- 
an-  Forces,  the  personnel  of  the  Harper  L^nit  experienced  at 
first  the  tedium  of  having  too  few  patients  to  occupy  their  time. 
Units  of  nurses  were  sent  early  in  August  to  Paris  to  help  out 
at  the  American  Red  Cross  dressing  station,  whicb  was  then 
drawing  on  American  bases  for  personnel.  Others  were  ordered 
to  an  American  hospital  at  Ris  Oranfjis  to  observe  surgical 
methods.  On  several  occasions  those  at  Dijon  assisted  in  serving 
hot  food  to  tlie  French  blcsaes  as  their  hospital  trains  passed 
through  the  city.  During  the  summer,  however,  the  16th  Engi- 
neers and  later  the  big  Camouflage  Camp,  the  Uniltnl  States 
Army  I-^horatory  and  the  first  training  billets  (tf  the  82nd 
Division  were  situated  near  ITijon,  and  these  branches  of  the 
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American  Expeditionary  Forces  8cnt  many  medical  and  acci- 
dent cases  to  Base  Hospital  No.  17. 

Hospital  Unit  "S,"  of  Nashville,  Tennessee,  of  which  Kath- 
erine  G.  Seiinott  was  cliief  nurse,  arrived  at  Dijon  in  February, 
1918,  to  reenforce  the  nursing  staff  of  Base  Hospital  No.  17, 
During  the  German  offensive  of  March-July,  1918,  heavy 
casualties  occurred  among  the  American  and  Allied  Armiea  then 
holding  the  Western  Front  and  many  patients  came  to  Base 
Hospital  No.  17.     Miss  McLaughlin  wrote: 


Our  first  big  convoy  of  over  three  hundred  Americans  who 
had  been  brigaded  near  Soissons  witli  the  French  arrived  on 
Murch  IG.  From  that  time  on,  there  was  little  re^ipite  for  ua. 
We  functioned  sometimes  as  an  evacuation  hospital,  retain- 
ing our  patients  only  a  few  days". 

We  were  told  May  29  that  a  hospital  train  had  arrived  with 
about  two  hundred  patients.  This  proved  to  l>e  a  train  of 
nearly  twelve  hundred  British  soldiers  from  the  Soissons 
sector,  six  hundred  of  whom  were  received  at  our  base.  Many 
were  badly  wounded ;  the  only  one  we  could  not  save  was  a 
terribly  wounded  Scotch  laddie,  sixteen  years  old,  who  kept 
crying:  *'I  wont  tae  gac  hame  tae  ma  mither!" 

On  the  IHtli  of  .hinc  a  convoy  of  our  own  terrii)!y  man- 
gled and  gassed  men  was  reeeived  from  Chateau-Thierry, 
coming  to  us  direct  from  the  field  hospital.  Many  of  those 
were  Marines  who  had  taken  part  in  tltat  memorable  fight 
and  had  done  much  in  stemming  the  tide  at  this  point. 

United  States  Anny  Base  Hospital  No.  8  Tvas  the  fifth  Red 
Cross  column  to  embark  during  the  early  summer  of  1017  for 
Bervice  with  the  American  Expeditionary  Forces  in  France. 
This  unit  had  been  organized  at  the  New  York  City  Post-Grad- 
uate  Hospital.  Amy  Florence  Patmore,  who  since  her  grad- 
uation from  the  parent  institution  of  this  unit  had  conducted 
a  private  sanitarium  in  New  York  City,  was  chief  nurse, 

Base  Hospital  No.  8  set  oijt  on  July  30,  U»17,  on  the  S.  S. 
Saratoga,    Miss  Patmore  wrote: 

Passing  Staten  Island,  the  S.  S.  Samioga  slowed  up  and 
finally  dropped  anchor  off  Tompkinsville.  The  day  was  dee- 
perately  hot  and  after  luncheon  most  of  the  nurses  removed 
their  heavy  uniforms  and  were  lolling  about  in  their  eahins  in 
all  degreefi  of  li^fthahiih.  Suddenly  there  wa»  a  era*h  and  a 
terrific  shock, — the  S.  8.  Pantima  Imd  rammed  into  the  6'aro- 
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toga,  tearing  a  thirty-foot  hole  in  her  side.  TLc  ship  imme- 
iliately  begini  to  ]ist  and  orders  were  given  to  abandon  ship 
at  once. 

There  was  no  hysteria  among  the  nurses.  Half-clad  as  they 
vere,  they  took  their  places  in  the  boats.  All  the  smaller  craft 
in  the  harbor  rushed  to  our  asHiatarue  and  we  were  pifked  up 
and  taken  to  various  large  boats  scattered  about  the  Bay.  A 
Government  Kiat  finally  collected  and  carried  us  back  to  quar- 
ters on  hoard  the  Finland,  which  was  then  lying  at  her  dock 
in  IToboken.  We  learned  that  seventeen  minutes  after  the 
last  person  had  left  the  ship,  the  Saratoga  submerged.  With 
her  went  not  ordy  our  own  personal  belongings  but  our  entire 
hospital  equipment. 

We  were  not  allowed  to  hold  any  communication  with 
friends  on  shore.  .  .  .  We  were  taken  back  to  KIHs  Island. 
The  nurses  of  Base  Hospital  Unit  Xo.  9  were  mobilized  there 
awaiting  orders  to  sail  and  they  opened  up  their  lugpage  and 
divided  their  wearing  apparel  with  our  little  band  of 
refugees. 


I 


The  reequipmcnt  of  Base  Hospital  No.  8  has  already  been 
detailed  in  an  earlier  section.  Eight  days  after  the  sinking  of 
the  8.  S.  Saratoga,  this  unit  reembarkcd  on  the  Finland,  which 
waa  one  of  a  convoy  of  live  troopships.  Rigid  discipline  was 
maintained  on  board.  Ail  passengers  were  drilled  every  day 
and  were  ordered  to  be  fully  dressed  and  ready  to  go  on  deck 
at  2,  3  and  4  A.  M.  every  night.  The  utter  bliioknoss  of  their 
own  ship  and  the  huge  dim  shapes  of  other  ships  of  the  convoy 
slipping  along  beside  them  in  the  darkness  brought  to  the  nurses 
realization  of  the  danger  of  submarine  attack.  "For  the  last 
three  nights/*  wrote  Miss  Patmoro,  *'we  were  not  allowed  to 
remove  our  clothing  and  our  life  preservers  were  always  close 
Ijcside  us," 

German  submarines  in  search  of  Allied  ships  lionnd  for  St. 
Nazairc  combed  the  waters  near  Belle  Isle,  just  off  the  coast  of 
France-  Several  of  them  sighted  the  American  convoy  and 
attacked  the  Finland.    Miss  Patmore  described  the  encounter: 


Suddenly  about  nine  o'clock  on  Monday  morning,  the  sig- 
nal came,  six  sliort  blasts  and  the  liriug  of  a  cannon.  Each 
hurriedly  took  her  pliice  hoside  the  boat  to  which  she  had  been 
assii^ncd.  and  during  a  tense  hour  and  a  quarter  watdied  the 
battle.  The  ronr  of  cannon  and  the  shock  of  depth  l)om"b8 
brought  to  us  a  grim  realization  of  naval  warfare.    Out  of  the 
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five  ships  of  tlie  convoy,  tlie  FinUimi  sepmed  to  have  been  the 
target.  Six  torpedo  destroyers  and  two  aeroplanes  came  to 
our  rescue. 

We  were  off  tlie  cost  of  France  when  the  attack  occurred. 
After  the  submarines  had  been  routed,  we  proceeded  on  our 
way  to  St.  Nazaire.  When  we  arrived  there  at  seven  in  the 
eveJiing  of  August  *^0,  the  popuhace,  wlio  had  heard  the  news 
of  the  battle  by  wireless,  was  wailing  to  bid  us  welcome  and 
we  docked  amid  round  after  round  of  cheers. 


The  personnel  of  Base  Hospital  No.  8  was  permanently  as- 
signed to  the  same  normal  scliool  building  at  Savenay,  in  the 
l>4)ire  District,  in  which  the  H<ipkins  Unit  had  boen  temporarily 
billeted  two  months  before.  During  the  first  winter,  the  New 
York  Post-(iraduate  Unit  cared  for  large  numbers  of  medical 
cases  sent  in  from  training  centers  of  the  American  Expedition- 
ary Forces.  Base  Hospital  No,  8  expanded  during  the  spring 
of  lUlS  to  a  capacity  of  3470  beds.  Large  tuberculosis,  isolation 
and  psychopathic  departments  and  a  school  for  blinded  soldiers 
were  organized.  Classes  in  administration  of  anesthetic's  were 
conducted  for  nurses.  A  diet  kitchen  was  later  developed  which 
served  2200  patients  each  day  with  delicacies  and  specially- 
prescribed  articles  of  diet. 

Hospital  Unit  "F,"  consisting  of  twenty-one  nurses  from  the 
Hurlcm  H'lspital,  New  York  City,  arrived  February  G,  1918, 
to  supplement  the  nursing  staff  of  Base  Hospital  No.  8.  Evcu 
with  thest*  reenforcements.  Base  Hospital  ^o.  8  suffered  from 
the  shortage  of  nurses  felt  throughout  the  early  summer  of  1!U8 
by  tljc  iilher  base  hospitals  attached  to  the  American  Expedition- 
ary Forces.  Patients  cnmo  to  Savenay  from  all  parts  nf  France. 
Miss  Patmorc  wrote  that  during  the  major  offensives  patients 
sometimes  were  received  from  as  many  as  three  hospital  trains 
in  tbirty-six  hours.  ea<'h  train  bringing  between  six  and  seven 
hundred  wounded,  fully  one-half  of  whom  were  stretcher  cases. 
On  one  '*prak  day"  the  \ew  York  Post-Oraduate  Unit  hud 
5010  patients  in  the  hospital  and  only  eiglity-four  nurses  to 
care  for  them,  a  ratio  of  r>0.5  patients  to  each  nurse.  Overflow 
cases  were  hoU»c?d  in  buildings  which  later  became  Base  Hos- 
pital Xo.  60.  **During  llmse  hectic  months  of  the  summer  and 
autumn  of  1918,"  wrote  Miss  Patmoro,  **we  found  time  for 
little  but  real  lifc'saving  service,  IVrhaps  the  most  wearinft 
work  of  all  was  night  duty  in  the  psychopathic  department  and 
iu  Uiose  wards  wLcro  the  patients  were  running  high  fevers. 
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Iji  tboir  delirium,  these  men  lived  over  again  the  battles  they 
liad  fought,  went  over  the  top,  killed  the  enem;>'  or  fell  ba(i 
wounded  ou  tlie  field,  all  of  which  was  uerve*racking  to  the  most 
experienced  of  nurses/' 

By  October  of  1918,  the  bed  capacity  of  Saveuay  Hospital 
Center  had  reached  14,000  and  even  this  number  proved  in- 
adequate to  cope  with  the  intluenza  epidemic.  Miss  Patmore 
wrote: 


"Flu''  first  broke  out  in  the  prison  camp  at  Savenay  where 
over  eighteen  hundred  German  and  Austrian  prisoners  were 
storknded.  The  ver}'  sick  ones  wore  brought  into  our  medical 
wards.  Caring  for  those  poor  souls  was  one  of  our  tragic 
experiences  of  service.  With  raging  fever,  glaring  eyes  and 
purple  faces,  in  their  delirium  they  too  were  hack  again  in 
'•'No  Man's  Land"  or  on  furlough  going  home. 

On  October  9,  1918,  we  received  a  large  .convoy  of  our  own 
boys  from  the  boats  at  St.  Nazaire.  They  had  been  exposed 
to  the  contagion  at  camps  in  the  United  States  and  were 
stricken  on  ship-board.  Many  of  their  comrades  had  died 
and  had  been  buried  at  sea. 


■        The  New  York  Hospital   Unit,  T?asc  Hospital  No.  9,  had 

H     sailed  on  the  Finland  with  Base  Hospital  No.  8.     This  unit 

H     was  assigned  on  September  7  to  Cbateauroux.  Indre,  which  lay 

midway  between  Bordeaux  and  Paris.     The  French  Govem- 

ment  turned  over  to  the  American  Expeditionary  Forces  new 

concrete  buildings  erected  in  1914  as  an  asylum  for  the  insane. 
Hase  Hos}>ital  No.  9  immediately  set  up  an  excellently  equipped 
hospit^il  of  five  hundred  beds. 

As  with  all  the  American  bases,  Base  Hospital  No.  9  soon 
trebled  its  original  capacity.  ^lary  Vrooni,  one  time  superin- 
tendent of  the  Greenwich  Hospital  Association,  Greenwich, 
Connecticut,  was  chief  nurse  of  the  New  York  Hospital  Unit 
iind  she. wrote  that  **immediate]y  after  the  arrival  of  the  United 
States  Engineers,  barracks  sprang  up  like  mushrooms."  When 
slie  was  '^making  rounds"  one  morning  at  nine  o'clock,  she  saw 
Bomo  timbers  and  planking  lying  in  a  vacant  space  between  two 
other  buildings.  By  eight  o'clock  that  night,  a  new  barracks 
had  Ihjvu  completed,  the  wards  furnished  and  tifty-four  beds 
neatly  made  with  white  sheets  and  blankets  folded  back.  Before 
morning  every  bed  was  tilled. 

I>iiring  191^,  Chatcauroux  l)ecame  an  ortbopedic  center  and 
the  first  Reconstruction  aides  assigned  to  foreign  service  demon- 
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atrated  there  the  value  of  occaiputioim]  therapy  as  an  aid  to  rapid 
convalescence. 

The  next  American  base  hoRpitfll  unit  to  go  overseas  was  No. 
27,  which  had  been  organized  by  the  University  of  Pittsburg 
Medical  iSchool.  Blanche  S.  Union  wai  chief  nurse.  Miss 
Rulou  was  a  graduate  of  the  Women's  Hospital  of  Philadelphia 
and  since  lOl.'J  had  Ik'Cu  sujx'rintendeiit  of  the  Eye  and  Ear 
Hospital,  Pittsburgh.  The  nurses  of  Base  Hospital  No,  27 
came  from  six  hospitals  in  the  same  city. 

Base  Hospital  No.  27  sailed  from  New  York  on  September 
27,  after  a  delay  at  Ellis  Island  of  five  weeks.  The  early  ex- 
periences of  the  group  of  nurses  connected  with  this  unit  illus- 
trated the  entirely  unforeseen  kind  of  ability  which  Army  chief 
nurses  had  to  develop  during  the  Euro|H*au  War.  When  (he 
imit  arrived  in  LiverjMHil,  the  officers  and  men  were  separated 
from  the  group  and  the  nurses  were  left  to  proceed  to  their 
destination  alone.  Without  the  help  of  any  officer  lielonging 
to  their  formation  and  without  any  preliminary  instructious  or 
arrangements,  the  cliief  luirse  saw  to  it  that  the  Tnenibers  of 
her  group  with  all  their  baggage  were  condaicted  in  Liverpool 
from  the  hotel  to  the  station,  then  later  across  Loudon  and  alxKird 
a  train  for  Smithamptou,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  station 
master  had  told  her  that  this  could  not  possibly  be  done.  After 
an  unheralded  and  unprcpnrcd-for  arrival  at  Southampton,  she 
giH  them  on  to  a  transpdrt  and  across  the  Channel,  altiuivigh 
they  had  to  spend  the  night  in  chairs  in  the  corridors  or  two  iu  a 
berth  on  die  lower  decks.  After  five  days  at  Le  Havre,  the  men 
of  the  imit  arrived  and  the  whole  organization  was  put  aboard 
a  special  train  whicli  took  them  to  Angers  where  they  arrived 
without  the  loss  of  a  single  nurse  or  of  a  single  piece  of  luggage. 
Only  those  who  have  b(?en  through  simihir  exp<*riem*e3  will 
understand  how  this  feat  was  accomplished,  without  nuthnrity, 
without  Ijirge  sums  of  money  and  without  knowledge  of  the 
French  hinguage. 

The  Pittsburg  Medical  School  Unit  set  up  permanent  quar- 
ters in  the  Mongazon,  in  Angers,  in  buildings  which  hac'  for- 
merly housed  a  seminary  and  in  American-made  barracks  huts 
whi<*h  were  erected  nUtut  the  beautiful  older  structures.  Base 
Hospital  No.  27  held  the  record  of  btMUg  one  of  the  most  satis- 
factorily e<]uipjx'tl  Ann*ricnn  .\rniy  hospitals  in  France  and  of 
caring  for  the  largest  nunilvr  of  patients  in  any  one  single 
day  in  uny  uf  the  American  bases.    The  first  nurses  to  be  sent 
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for  duty  on  a  hospital  train,  Helen  Burrey,  Grace  O'Donnell 
nnd  Edna  Cooper,  were  members  of  Base  Hospital  No.  27. 

Vittel,  a  little  town  of  the  Vosges,  thirty  miles  behind  the 
line  and  forty-five  miles  from  the  German  frontier,  was  the 
destination  of  United  States  Army  Base  Hospital  No.  36, 
organized  within  the  Detroit  College  of  Medicine  and  mobilized 
into  active  service  in  iSeptember,  1917.  Dr.  Burt  E.  iShurlej 
was  director  and  Mrs.  Betsey  Long  Harria  was  chief  nurse 
of  this  unit,  A  New  En^lander  by  birth  mid  ancestry,  Mrs. 
Harris  was  graduated  from  the  New  York  Infirmary  for  Women 
and  Children.  She  was  for  some  years  superintendent  of 
nurses  of  the  Episcopal  Hospital  at  Brooklyn,  New  York.  At 
the  oompletion  of  post-graduate  work  in  Teacbers  College,  she 
served  as  an  instructor  in  Harper  Hospital  nnd  in  1014  became 
superintendent  of  the  Children's  Free  Hospital  in  Detroit. 
She  resigneil  from  this  jwsition  to  go  with  her  unit  for  active 
•ervice  in  France. 

The  personnel  of  Base  Hospital  No.  3Ci  mobilized  in  Detroit 
on  September  6  and  sailed  from  New  York  seven  weeks  later  on 
the  S.  S.  Orduna  for  Halifax,  where  they  joined  a  convoy  of 
seven  other  ships.  They  arrived  at  Vittel  on  November  18  and 
spent  the  first  three  weeks  in  putting  five  large  summer  hotels 
of  this  resort  in  shape  to  receive  patients.  "With  no  stoves  and 
litlle  fuel  to  burn  in  the  few  tiny  tire-places,"  wrote  Mrs.  Harris, 
''it  was  a  bleak  time  for  all  of  us." 

A  glimpse  of  the  manner  in  which  the  rigid  climate  affected 
tlie  raw  American  tnwps  who  were  in  training  nearby  was 
given  in  the  diary  of  one  of  the  nurses  of  Base  Hospital  No.  3(3. 
Twelve  of  the  unit  had  been  sent  to  Vauc*)uleurs  on  December  1, 
1917,  for  service  with  the  42nd  Division,  and  one  of  them, 
Jennie  A.  Abramson,  wrote: 


December  2:  Major  Fuirihild  took  us  through  the  hospi- 
taK  situated  in  two  portable  buildings  and  in  an  old  chateau 
built  in  1552.  We  founJ  about  scveuty-five  eases  of  mumps 
and  measles  in  the  loft  of  the  barn.  The  French  cots  were 
very  close  together  and  the  air  was  foul.  A  smoking  stove 
added  to  the  cIoscnoRs  but  the  boys  said  they  didn't  mind  the 
smoke  as  much  as  tlie  cold. 

December  8:  We  sent  seventy-five  caees  of  mumps  and 
measles  to  Viltel  today.  In  this  raw  climate,  our  soldiers, 
especially  tliose  from  the  southern  states,  seem  to  develop  very 
cjasily  anything;  from  whooping  cough  to  pneumonia. 
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By  the  end  of  November,  1917,  the  eiglit  American  bases 
located  at  Ba2oille8j  Chauinont,  Bordeaiix,  Dijon,  Saveiiay, 
Chateauroux,  Angers  antl  Vitti'l,  and  the  Yale  Mobile  Unit  at 
Liniog(*3,  eompriscd  the  only  Aiiicriean  Army  hospitals  vsTth 
the  United  States  ArinleH  in  Fraiiee.  The  ixuraing  statTs  uf 
these  nine  units  then  numbered  approximately  sixty-tive  nurses 
each,  these  six  hundred  women  thus  comprising  the  entire 
nursing  strength  of  the  American  Expeditionary  Forces  in 
France. 

The  nursing  personnel  of  the  six  Red  Cross  base  hospitals 
assigned  to  the  British  Expeditionary  Forces,  rei^nforced  by 
numerous  hospital  units,  also  numbered  about  six  hundred 
nurses. 

The  chief  nurses  of  these  early  units  had  had  little,  if  any, 
experience  in  Army  administration  before  assignment  to  active 
duty.  The  mobilization  station  for  nurses  at  Ellis  Island  had 
not  been  establitthed  whi'U  the  six  base  hospitals  embarked  in 
May,  li>17,  for  service  with  the  British  Ex(3editiouarv  Forces, 
and  Miss  Mury  hud  little  opportunity  in  the  crowded  summer 
of  1917  to  instruct  in  Army  paper  work  the  chief  nurses  of  the 
nine  units  assigned  to  the  American  forces.  Each  chief  nurse 
was  responsible  to  ^liss  Thompson  in  Washington  for  the  con- 
duct and  discipline  of  her  unit,  but  the  standards  of  one  chief 
nurse  differed  from  those  of  another  chief  nurse  and,  moreover, 
Washington  was  separated  by  zealous  censors  and  many  miles 
of  ocean  from  nurses  on  active  duty  in  France, 

During  the  stuniner  of  1017,  the  oHic*^*  of  the  Chief  Surgeon, 
American  Expeditionary  Forces,  was  located  in  Paris.  On 
September  1,  it  was  moved  to  Chaimiont  and  all  the  records  of 
the  American  Anny  nurses  then  in  Frances  were  kept  there. 
No  nurses  served^,  however,  on  the  Chief  Surgeon's  staff.  A» 
tlie  winter  of  1917  approached,  the  twelve  hundred  American 
Army  nurses  in  France  needed  i»ew  and  warmer  articles  of 
clothing  and  of  equipment.  Requests  for  transfers  from  one 
base  to  another  and  from  the  zone  of  the  base  to  that  of  the 
advance,  came  to  the  Chief  Surg(v»n'K  office  un<l  made  neces- 
sary the  kcejung  of  various  new  records  and  accounts.  More- 
over, disciplinary  problems  regarding  the  conduct  of  nurses, 
both  on  and  off  duty,  constantly  arose  and  a  need  was  fi-lt  f(»r 
ati  authiiritutive  represi»iitative  of  the  Army  Nurse  ('orps  in 
France  to  whom  chief  and  stall  nurses  of  American  base  hos- 
pitals might  ttirn  for  decisions  upcm  these  questiona 
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On  November  13,  1917,  Bessie  S.  Bell,  who  had  formerly 
been  chief  aiirse  of  Walter  Reeil  Hospital,  Washington,  D.  C, 
pilTived  in  France  on  orders  from  the  Surgeon  General  to  act 
as  Chief  Nurse  of  the  American  Expoditionary  Forces.  Auna 
E-  Cotfev,  Army  Xurse  Corps,  aecompaiiied  her  as  her  assist- 
ant. Miss  Bell's  office  was  placed  in  the  Bureau  of  Personnel, 
of  which  Colonel  E,  M.  Welles,  Jr.,  was  in  command,  and  she 
an<l  her  assistant  baudled  all  nursing  mutters.  The  office  of 
the  Chief  Surgeon  was  moved  in  January,  11)18,  to  Tours  and 
the  headquarters  of  the  Army  Nurse  Corps  in  France  was 
f«tab!islied  there.'** 

BetwiM^u  Dect'nil>cr,  1017,  and  the  launching  of  the  German 
<tffensive  on  March  2G,  1918,  Icsa  than  nine  hundred  additional 
aursea  were  sent  overseas.  Many  of  these  were  menil)er8  of 
Red  Cross  hospital  units  which  were  assigned  to  reenforce  the 
stafTs  of  already-estublishod  base  hospitals.  Others  were 
**caa«al8"  who  were  assigned  to  till  various  vacancie3  caused 
by  transfers,  illness  and  death  among  the  original  staffs  of  base 
hospitals  then  on  duty  witli  the  American  and  the  British 
Expeditionary  Forces,  or  to  duty  in  new  base  hospitals  and 
other  sanitary  formations  organized  by  the  Surgeon  General 
without  the  assistance  of  the  American  Red  Cross.  During 
this  period,  Red  Cross  archives  record  the  arrival  in  France  of 
four  additional  base  hospitals  from  among  the  iifty  original 
ci>lumus  which  the  Red  Cross  had  undertaken  to  organize  for 
the  Surgeon  (leneral'a  office. 

The  tenth  American  Red  Cross  base  hospital  to  arrive  in 
France  was  the  Buffalo  Unit,  United  States  Army  Base  Hos- 
d  No,  23,  which  hod  been  orgRnized  from  the  ahimna*  and 
Kaffa  of  various  registered  hospitals  in  Buffalo,  New  York. 
The  personnel  embarked  November  22,  1017,  from  New  York 
and  upon  their  arrival  in  France,  were  assigned  to  duty  near 
Base  Hospital  No.  3<>,  in  the  rapidly-developing  hospital  center 
at  Vitlel.  Lawrie  L.  Phillips,  a  graduate  of  the  Buffalo  Gen- 
oral  Hospital,  was  chief  nurse.  During  the  summer  of  1018, 
Base  Hospital  No.  23  was  expanded  to  a  bed  capacity  of  2800 
lad  it  operated  as  an  evacuation  hospital  during  the  St.  Mihiel 
drive. 

Contrexeville,  a  well-known  French  watering-place  in  the 
Vo6geS|  served  also  as  an  American  hospital  center  during  the 

■S«  "HmtoiT  of  the  Nursing  Activities  on  Uw  Western  Front  during 
Wtf  Period,"  Julia  C.  Stimson,  p.  10. 
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European  War.  United  States  Army  Base  Hospital  No.  32 
arrivoU  there  on  Christraaa  Eve,  1917.  This  unit  had  been 
organized  at  the  Indiaimpolia  City  Hospital,  Indinnapilis, 
Indiana.  Florence  J.  Martin,  a  graduate  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Hospital,  Philadelphia,  was  ehief  nurse. 

Contrexeville  possessed  famous  mineral  springs;  it  owed  its 
reputation  especially  to  the  Pavilion  Spring,  the  waters  of 
which  had  been  prescribed  for  King  Stanislas  of  Lorraine.  It 
was  a  favorite  place  for  soldiers  ou  leave  and  Miss  Martin 
wrote  that  during  the  summer  of  li)18  the  town  "was  thronged 
with  French  infantrymen  in  horizon  blue,  chasseurs  in  dark 
blue  tarn  o'  shantcrs  with  gold  bugles  embroidered  upon  them, 
Algerians  with  scarlet  fezzes  and  gold  crescents,  Czecho-Slo- 
vaks,  British  Tommies  and  Scotch  kilties,  Italians.  Chinese, 
Hindoos  and  an  Egyptian  or  two,  to  say  nothing  of  the  men  in 
green  with  P.  W.  stamped  on  their  backs,  who  marched  to  and 
from  their  work  with  an  armed  doughboy  following  them," 

Contrexeville  was  splendidly  equipped  from  a  sanitary  stand- 
point, in  distinct  contrast  to  the  meager  provision  at  some  of 
the  other  American  bases.     Miss  Martin  wrote: 

At  our  enormouK  bath-house,  with  its  hundreds  of  tubs 
rented  by  the  Red  Cross,  dazed-looking,  slightly-wounded 
doughlwys  lined  up  in  the  colonnade  on  dozens  of  benches 
waiting  their  turn  for  the  warm,  refreshing  water.  Here, 
where  formerly  only  kings  and  the  wealthy  people  of  the  earth 
bathed,  any  doughboy  who  could  walk  or  linjp  enjoyed  the 
bath  to  its  fullest  extent. 


On  the  American  line  of  communications  almost  midway 
between  Dijon  and  Bordeaux  lay  the  city  of  Limoges,  the  des- 
tination of  the  United  States  Army  Base  Hospital  No.  24,  of 
Tulane  University,  New  Orleans,  Louisiana.  This  \mit  took 
over  on  March  18,  1918,  the  buildings  occupied  since  Septem- 
ber, 1917,  by  Base  Hospital  No.  3!),  the  name  by  which  the 
Yale  Mobile  Unit  was  known  until  it  was  sent  in  the  spring  of 
1918  to  the  forward  area  when  it  became  Mobile  Hospital 
No.  39. 

Ethel  A.  Holmes  (Johns  Hopkins)  was  chief  nurse  *tf  Base 
Hospital  No.  24.  The  nursing  staff  was  composed  of  graduates 
fn^m  twenty-six  training  echoola  located  in  all  parts  of  the 
south. 
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Bellevue  Hospital,  New  York  City,  had  been  the  first  insti- 
tution to  complete  the  organization  of  its  nursing  staff  and  bad 
been  given  the  designation  of  Ease  Hospital  No.  1,  but  this 
unit,  made  up  of  personnel  of  the  big  muuicipal  hospital,  did 
not  arrive  in  Prance  until  March,  1918.  They  were  assigned 
to  the  city  of  Vichy,  in  the  Ucpartmcnt  of  Cantal,  destined  to 
become  one  of  the  principal  hospital  centers  of  the  American 
ExpcMJitionary  Forces.  Beatrice  Bamber,  chief  nurse  of  Base 
Hospital  Xo.  1,  wrote  of  the  arrival  of  the  unit: 

We  reached  Vichy  about  midnight  of  March  12,  the  pio- 
neers of  the  subsequent  American  invasion  of  this  andent 
city.  Quarters  and  wards  were  immediately  established  in 
the  larger  hotels.  Until  the  arrival  of  Base  Hospital  No.  19 
[Rochester.  N.  Y,]  in  June,  191S,  we  maintained  alone  a  hos- 
pital of  six  thousand  beds.  The  University  of  California 
Unit  eFtabhshed  in  May  their  base  in  thf  Hotel  Koyal  and 
in  August,  the  New  York  Eye  and  Ear  Hospital  took  over 
the  Huld  Hotel  as  Base  Hospital  No.  115. 

Previous  to  March,  1918,  the  American  Expeditionary 
Forces  bad  taken  little  part  in  active  hostilities  on  the  Western 
Front.  The  War  Department,  it  will  be  remembt^rcd,  had  been 
occnpied  chiefly  in  the  training  and  transportation  of  troops 
and  the  shipment  of  supplies.  Combat  troops  and  supplies,  it 
will  also  be  remembered,  were  given  right  of  way  over  medical 
personnel,  consequently  an  acute  shortage  of  nurses  existed 
in  the  American  Expeditionary  Forces,  Previous  to  March, 
lOlS,  the  movement  of  American  troops  had  been  compara- 
tively slow,  but  the  Army  planned  during  the  early  summer  to 
land  an  army  of  over  two  million  soldiers  on  Allied  soil  and 
did  send  during  the  last  six  months  of  hostilities  over  a  million 
and  a  half  soldiers  to  France.  Swift  and  substantial  increase 
in  the  medical  and  nursing  personnel  during  the  spring  and 
snumier  of  11*18  was  paramount,  if  this  contemplated  army  of 
two  million  men  was  to  have  adeipiHtc  medical  and  nursing 
can!. 

In  her  report  ns  director  of  the  Nursing  Service  of  the 
American  Expeditionary  Forces,  Miss  Stimson  stated  that  on 
March  30,  15)18,  there  were  2088  nurses  in  France,  of  whom 
approximately  700  were  on  duty  with  the  British  Expedition- 
ary Forces,     According  to   Colonel   Ayres'   official  summary, 

ire  were  on  March  30,  1913,  about  231,357  American  soldiers 
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in  France.*^  The  ratio  of  nurses  to  soldier  was  thus  110.8.  la 
at^cordaoce  with  the  estimate  agreed  upon  in  July,  1917,  by. 
General  Head(iuartera,  that  the  sanitary  personnel  of  the  Army 
should  <*onatitute  7.65  per  epnt  of  the  total  strength  of  tho 
forces,  it  ia  evident  that  n  considenihlc  shortage  of  nurses 
existed  during  the  spring  of  11)18.  In  her  report,  Miss  Stimson 
fixed  this  shortage  at  400  nurscs.^*^ 

By  the  middle  of  April,  approximately  300,000  American 
soldiers  had  been  lauded  in  France  and  the  shortage  of  nursea 
was  then  estimated  at  1121.'"  *'About  this  time,"  wrote  Miss 
Stimson,  "the  statement  was  made  that  *a  breakdown  in  medi- 
cal service  was  threatened'  and  on  May  3  a  cable  was  sent 
asking  for  the  immediate  dispatch  of  555  nurses." 

This  was  the  request,  it  will  be  recalled,  which  stripped  the 
cantonments  bare  of  nurses  in  May,  1918.  It  resulted  in  the 
immediate  dispatch  of  many  base  hospitals,  the  nursing  staffs 
of  which  had  been  scattered  among  the  cantonments. 

Among  these  units  was  United  States  Army  Base  Hospital 
No.  20,  organized  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania.  The 
nurses  of  this  Red  Cross  column  had  l>een  stutioned  during  the 
winfpr  of  1M17  in  various  cHiitonments;  the  chief  nnrsr.  Edith 
B.  Irwin,  had  Ix'en  assigned  to  Camp  Taylor.  The  entire 
personnel  of  Base  Hospital  No.  20  was  mobilized  on  Febru- 
ary IS,  11)18,  at  Ellis  laiand.  Great  wiia  the  disappointment 
of  the  nurseii  to  learn  that,  instead  of  sailing  at  onep,  they  were 
detailed  to  take  over  the  Immigration  Hospital  in  New  York 
IlarlHir.  However,  overseas  orders  finally  came  on  April  20 
and  Base  Hospital  No.  20  sailed  four  days  later  on  the 
Lvviathan  for  Brest.  Upon  the  arrival  of  the  unit  in  Franco, 
they  entrained  for  Chatelguyon,  in  the  south-central  part  of 
the  country.    Miss  Irwin  wrote  of  the  travel  conditions: 

Thprc  were  six  nnn<€»8  in  each  rompartmcnt.  At  ni^ht  vre 
pot  our  suitcases  in  the  center  and  slept  crosswise.  Then*  wn« 
no  water  on  th**  train  and  two  or  thrrc  timet*  n  day  we  would 
stop,  (ionielimps  lung  enough  for  us  to  wash  up  a  hit.  On  the 
j*eci»nd  day  of  the  trip,  the  train  stopped  at  a  place  where  one 
hydrant  and  gcveral  lulm  of  water  had  been  prepared  for  tin. 
Armed  with  soap,  towels  and  tooth-brushes.  ever>'body  got 
olT.  The  men  sliaved  and  the  girls  combed;  it  really  w&s  a 
very  fuiuiy  sight. 

"'TUo  Wiir  with  <^ormany.'*  |>.  37. 

""nistnr*'  of  Niifrtinjr  Artivitif*«  on  the  Wwitem  Front  during  the  W»r 
Pori^xJ,"  JullA  C.  Slinwon.  p.  7. 
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Chatf'l^^iyon  \vu8  a  famous  health  resort;  its  thirty-three 
mineral  springs,  which  yiehled  daily  one  luilHou,  two  hundred 
thousand  gallons  of  water  varying  from  seventy  to  one  hundred 
degrees  Fahrenheit,  had  made  it  a  center  for  invalids  and  tour- 
ists from  all  parts  of  the  world.  Upon  the  arrival  there  of  the 
iversity  of  Peundvlvauia  Unit,  Base  Hospital  No.  20,  it 
established  in  thirty-two  buildings,  largely  summer  hotels 
pensions.  The  Hotel  du  Pare,  with  a  bed  capacity'  of  three 
hundred  and  seveuty-five,  was  selected  as  the  chief  surgical 
building.  Less  serious  non-ambulatory  cases  were  established 
in  the  Hotels  Splendid,  Nouvel  and  Regencc,  because  of  favor- 
able mcfis  facilities.  Ambulatory,  sli^tly  wounded  and  con- 
valescing patients  were  quartered  in  the  Hotels  Castel-Reyuia, 
Castel-Uuy,  De  France,  EUzahath,  Bon  Accueilf  Medeah  and 
Thtrmes,  ^ledic^i  patientfi  were  tirst  cared  for  in  wards  of  the 
Hotel  du  Pare;  later  the  two  lliermaliuti,  the  Front  Hermitage, 
the  Bruycres,  the  Chrysantkemes,  and  wards  of  the  Splendid^ 
Notivt'l  ami  Regence  Hotels  were  used  for  itiedi(^al  pjitients.  The 
nursing  staff  was  permanently  quartered  in  the  Hotel  Jnicmor 
liinml,  the  officers  in  the  Hotel  des  Priyiees  and  the  enlisted  men 
in  the  Villas  Florence,  Trianon  and  Palais  Royal, 

In  spite  of  their  pretentious  names,  these  summer  hotels  had 
meagttr  heating,  lighting  and  plumbing  facilities  and  limited 
equipment.  It  required  herculean  lalx^rs  on  the  part  of  the 
innol  of  Base  Hospital  No.  20  to  clean  and  equip  them  as 
hospital.  Seven  hundred  thousand  feet,  more  or  less, 
rs,  walls  and  ceilings  of  quarters  previously  occupied  by 
eight  hundred  sick  Algerian  soldiers  were  cleaned  by  the  en- 
listed personnel  of  the  Buffalo  Unit  and  "after  the  men  had 
cJejined  the  premises  to  suit  the  male  mind,  the  nurses  literally 
got  down  on  their  hands  and  knees  and  with  rag  and  brush, 
broom  and  mop,  rccleaned  theae  floors,  walls,  wood-work  and 
ceiling.''  "* 

Here  as  in  other  American  sanitary  centers  in  France,  the 
te  shortage  of  nurses  greatly  overtaxed  the  endurance  of 
nursing  staff.  *'We  never  had  more  than  the  original  sixty- 
tire  nurses,"  wrote  Miss  Irwin,  **and  at  no  time  after  the  orga- 
nization of  the  hospital  did  we  have  even  that  number.  When 
were  busiest  with  tweuty-two  hundred  and  seventy  patients, 
had  onlv  fortv-nine  nurses  on  duty.'*     No  *'casuar*  nurse* 


{K*rs< 


"•TTistory  of  V.  S.  Army  Rnw  Hospital  No.  20,"  p.  37;  E.  A.  Wright 
Company.  Philaclrlpliia,  Pa.,  1020. 
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were  assigned  to  Base  Hospital  No.  20.    The  original  number 
did  all  the  nursing  at  No.  20,  staffed  Camp  Hospital  No.  44 
and  furnished  nurses  for  various  medical  and  surgical  teams  a 
the  front. 

United  States  Army  Base  Hospital  No,  40,  organized  at  the 
University  of  Oregon,  Portland,  Oregon,  embarked  for  France 
in  June,  1018.  Grace  Phelps,  chief  nurse,  and  the  other 
members  of  the  nursing  staff  had  seen  servicH*  in  cantonments 
in  the  United  States,  Upon  its  arrival  in  France  Rase  Hospital 
No.  4(>  was  assigned  to  supplement  the  bed  capacity  of  Bazoillcs 
Hospital  Center.  From  the  little  peasant  village  which  the 
Johns  Hopkins  Unit  had  f»iund  upon  their  arrival  there  in 
July,  1D17,  Bazoillcs  had  developt^d  by  July,  11H8,  into  one  of 
the  most  important  sanitary  outposts  of  the  Medical  Corps. 
Eleanor  Donaldson,  a  member  of  Base  Hospital  No.  46,  wrote 
of  the  line  of  communications  which  passed  below  the  nurses' 
recreation  house  at  Bazoillcs: 

One  of  our  doorways  faced  a  panorama  of  wood  crowned 
hills,  a  river  and  three  of  the  great  roads  in  France.  One 
road  was  tree-hordered,  a  silver  line  whore  trucks  and  motors 
passed  up  and  down  endlessly.  The  se<-ond  was  the  railroad 
on  which  our  boys  went  to  the  battlefields,  singing,  waving 
and  cheering,  and  on  which  tliey  returned  to  us  silent,  broken 
but  undaunted.  There  was  a  special  train  known  as  "old  bCy* 
and  when  it  was  missing  from  the  tracks,  we  knew  the  errand 
on  which  it  had  gone  and  anxiously  watched  for  its  return. 
It  used  to  come  around  the  hills  so  slowly  that  one  could 
scarcely  see  it  move,  or  be  sure  it  halted  until  the  three  short 
whistles  that  meant  *'convoY  in  I"  called  ais  to  our  posts  in 
the  wards.  The  third  road  ran  just  a  few  yards  from  our 
tent  door,  with  the  river  beyond,  the  la^it  road  of  all  for  the 
boys  we  left  in  France.  It  was  a  short  road,  ending  in  a  plot 
at  the  foot  of  the  hill  where  the  sunset  light  touched  the  white 
crosses,  row  on  row. 


< 


United  States  Army  Base  Hospital  No.  13  arrived  in  France 
in  Juno,  1018,  and  was  assigned  to  Limoges  to  raise  the  bed 
capacity  of  that  center.  This  unit  had  been  organized  from 
the  staff  and  alumnsp  of  the  Presbyterian  and  Cook  County 
Hospitals,  Chicago,  Illinois.  Mabel  K,  Adams,  chief  nurse, 
had  already  sen'cd  in  the  European  War  with  Dr.  J.  B, 
Murphy's  Unit  which  was  attached  in  liH.'i  to  No.  23  General 
Hospital,  British  Expeditionary  Forces,  Staples,  France     The 
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itlipr  nursGR  of  Biiw*  Hospital  No.  Vi  had  soen  duty  at  Camp 
bdgt^,  Iowa,  and  Camp  Pike,  Arkansas^  before  their  mobiliza- 
tion for  foreign  service. 

Base  Hospital  No.  13  act  up  a  hospital  in  the  Champs  de 
^uillei,  Limoges,  and  immediately  received  patients  who  had 
?n  wounded  in  the  German  otfensive  of  June,  11)18,  upon 
Paris.     Miss  Adams  wrote: 

III  the  long,  low  ret^iving  ward,  rude  and  bare,  they  were 
liftal  from  the  floor  onto  the  tables  aud  their  history  was 
taken.    *'Kind  of  a  rough  ride,  ch,  Buddie?" 

Next  eaiue  the  "up  cases/'  with  their  uniforms  torn  and 
caked  with  nmd,  their  faces  hai^gard  and  worn.  Some  of 
them  fitil!  elutehed  a  few  preeiuus  souvenirs  tied  in  a  haud- 
kerehief  or  in  an  old  rag.  ilany  were  so  exJmusted  that  they 
slept  wliile  they  waitud  in  line  to  be  registered. 

Finally  the  last  ambulance  was  unloaded,  the  last  patient 
entered,  the  night  supervisor  had  gone  to  the  wards  to  help, 
tlie  day  nurses  had  turned  the  work  over  to  the  night  sliift. 
the  secretaries,  tired  nnsl  stiff,  left  their  typewriters  and  the 
officer  of  the  day  had  ?;lrtrtcd  his  night  roiindi^.  Witli  a  dis- 
tant rumble  and  a  fiuid  hunk,  the  trucks  and  unibulauees 
were  through  for  the  night  and  the  drivcri?  and  f-trctcher  bear- 
ers crawled  into  their  wooden  bunks.  The  early  morning 
hours  found  tlie  eauip  very  quiet,  with  only  the  guards  trudg- 
ing baek  and  forth  on  their  lonely  posts. 

The  rapidity  with  whieh  combat  troops  were  sent  overseas 
in  June,  1J»18,  has  been  described  in  a  previous  chapter.  Large 
numbers  of  medical  and  nursing  personnel  accompanied  these 
tnxips.  On  the  Baliic  which  sailed  June  4  were  Base  Hospitals 
Nos.  lOj  22  and  2(1,  comprising  throe  hundred  nurses.  The 
convoy  of  nine  vessels,  of  which  the  BaUimorv  was  one,  with 
destroyers,  aeroplanes,  hydroplanes  and  submarine  eiiasers,  car- 
ried thirty  thcuisand  men  and  twelve  huiulred  officers  for  the 
American  E.\|KMlitionary  Forces. 

Base  Hospital  No.  10  (Rochester  Homeopathic  Unit)  re- 
ported at  Viehy.  Base  Hospitals  Nos.  11.5  and  119  which 
sailed  later  in  June,  were  also  assigned  to  Vichy.  Base  Hos- 
pital No.  28  (Kansas  City)  sailed  during  the  last  weeks  in 
June  and  was  assigjied  to  duty  at  Limoges. 

July  16,  1018,  saw  the  failure  of  the  last  German  offensive 
on  Paris.  The  enemy  had  attacked  simultaneously  on  both 
sides  of  Rheims  but  his  path  was  cvGrywhere  blocked  by  the 
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Prench  and  Americau  armies.  Three  days  later,  July  18, 
Marsbul  Focb  seized  the  initiative  which  passed  from  General 
LudendoriT  and  launched  the  grout  Allied  offensive,  which  was 
destined  to  break  the  Iliudeuburg  Line  and  result  in  the  final 
c<)lluj)se  of  the  German  Army. 

KijLjhty-fivc  thousand  Ameri^n  troops  of  the  Forty-seeond, 
the  Third  and  the  Twenty-eighth  Divisions  had  been  engaged  in 
the  battle  of  July  15  which  ehccked  the  German  advance  across 
'the  Marne.  In  the  couuter-otfensive  of  July  18,  the  First, 
Second,  Third,  Fourth,  Twenty-sixth,  Twenty-eighth,  Thirty- 
second  ai»d  Forty-second  Divisions,  together  with  selected 
French  troops,  went  into  action. 

At  the  l)eginning  of  the  Allied  offensive,  July  18,  1918,  the 
Me<lieal  Corps,  American  Expeditionary  Forces,  was  main- 
taining forty-five  base  hospitals  in  F'rance  and  England.  Thirty- 
nine  of  these  were  units  which  had  been  organized  and  equipped 
by  the  American  Red  Cross. 

iiisa  Stimam  summarizt'd  the  nursing  needs  of  the  Americau 
Expeditionary  Forces  in  France  at  this  crucial  time:  **On 
July  27,  reports  stated  that  *the  recent  fighting  has  l)een  so 
severe  that  (he  resources  of  the  -Meilieal  Division  have  lieen 
practically  exhausted  in  so  far  as  personnel  is  concerned."  On 
August  10,  General  Headquarters,  A.  E.  F.,  sent  a  cable  which 
requested  absolute  priority  for  medical  organizations,  including 
2312  nurses.*'' 

This  shortage  had  been  foreseen  by  the  Surgeon  Oencral's 
office  and  G<*n<'ral  Gorgas  huil  issu«*il  an  order  on  August  1, 
191Sy  that  one  thousand  nurses  should  be  sent  overseas  each 
week  for  a  period  of  eight  weeks.  The  Surgeon  General  re- 
quested the  American  Red  Cross  to  prepare  to  equip  th(«e 
nurses  as  they  came  down  to  New  York  for  embarkation.  Afore- 
over,  he  called  upon  the  Nursiiig  Service,  as  die  reserve  of  the 
Army  Nurse  Corps,  to  enroll  one  thousand  nurses  a  week  for 
the  same  period  of  eight  weeks  to  fill  the  vacancies  which  would 
be  caused  in  the  cantonments  by  the  withdrawal  of  nurses  for 
foreign  ser\nec. 

By  the  early  summer  of  1018,  the  Afedieal  Corps  had  finished 
the  establishment  of  the  principal  sanitary  centers  of  the 
American  Expe<litionarv  F(»rce8  al(»ng  tlir  American  line  of 
communications.     The  additional  base  hospitals  wbieii  arrived 

""Hiirtory  of  Kuritinf;  Activifici  on   the  WMlern   Front   during  War 
Period,"  Jnlia  C.  Stimsnn.  p.  8. 
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in  France  between  June  and  November  were  assl^ed  to  tbese 
alremly  established  eentcrs  to  raiso  the  bed  eapiu'ity  of  the 
Medical  Corps  at  that  given  point.  The  new  unitB  did  not 
lose  their  identity  in  that  of  the  original  base  hospital  located 
there,  but  they  formed  instead  individual  units  of  a  group  of 
base  hospitals.  These  groups  were  designated  as  hospital 
centers. 

One  thousand  nurses  arrived  in  France  in  August.  Among 
these  was  the  staff  of  Base  Hospital  No.  14,  organized  from  St, 
Luke's  and  Michael  Reese  Hospitals,  Chicago,  which  reported 
August  H5  at  the  hospital  center  at  Mars-sur-Allier,  to  re^ 
lieve  nurses  of  Base  Hospitals  Nos.  48  and  08,  then  detached 
from  their  own  units  at  IkEesves.  Base  Hospital  No. 
449  (University  of  Nebraska),  which  had  sailed  August 
20.  was  ordered  also  to  Mars-sur-Allier.  As  other  base 
hospitals  which  had  been  organized  by  the  Surgeon  Gen- 
eral's office  or  the  Red  Cross  repoi*te4l  for  duty  in  France  in 
August  and  September,  1018,  they  were  housed  in  wooden  bar- 
racks and  thus  developed  the  great  hos]>ital  centers  of  the 
American  Expeditionary  Forces  at  Allcrey,  Bazoilles,  Beau 
I>e8ert,  Mars,  Mesves,  Le  Mans,  Nantes,  Savcnay,  Toul,  Vichy, 
Kerhuou,  Pau,  Commercy,  Orleans,  Beaune,  Tours,  Vittel- 
Contrcxeville,  Clermunt-I-Vrrand,  Limoges,  Himaueourt,  Lan- 
Vanues,  Angers,  IVrig\]eux  and  the  hospitals,  largely  con- 
falesccnt,  of  the  Riviera  district. 

At  the  signing  of  the  Armistice,  the  Medical  Division  of  the 
American  Expeditionary  Forces  wns  maintaining  one  hundred 
and  fifty-throe  base  hospitals  in  France  and  the  uiiraes  on  active 
duty  in  these  fonnations  suffered  in  varying  decrees  from  in- 
con  veuieuce  and  discomfort  caused  by  cold,  crowded  and  often 
meagerly  equipped  quarters,  A  diiheidt  housing  y)roblcm  con- 
fronted tlie  Chief  Surgeon  of  the  American  Expeditionary 
Forci^s.  C^jlonel  Sanford  H.  Wadhams,  representative  of  the 
Chief  Surge<:>n'8  oftice.  Group  H,  G.4,  on  the  General  Staff  of 
the  American  Expeditionary  Forces,  wrote: 

Buildings  at-quired  from  the  French  before  it  was  possible 
to  construct  hosfutals,  comprised  French  hospitals  taken  over 
intact,  hotels,  harrai  ks,  schools  and  even  stables.  Available 
buildings  in  France  «t  this  time  which  could  answer  the 
purpose  of  providing  hospital  farilitips  were  very  limited. 
The  French,  British,  Belgian  and  Italian  (iovernments  had 
all  had  their  choice  ami  there  were  also  a  large  number  of 
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hospitals  maintained  by  volunteer  aid  societies  from  different 
parts  of  the  world.  Con?eqiiontly  the  buildings  obtained  wer( 
generally  of  a  most  unsatisfactor>'  character,  very  expensivi 
to  maintain,  difficult  to  administer  and  naunlly  required  ai 
excessive  nnnd>er  of  personnel  to  operate  them  properly.  Fei 
school  buildings  had  rnnnincr  water,  sewer  connections,  oi 
toilet  facilities.  The  liotct?  taken  over  were  largely  summel 
hotels,  without  heating  facilities  and  with  insulticient  wat< 
and  very  limited  plumbing. 

This  shortage  of  suitable  buildings  which  could  be  secured  fol 
hospitalization  purposes  and  tlio  dearth  of  building  materia! 
in  France  made  necessary  the  crowding  of  many  nurses  iiit 
limited  quarters.    Colonel  Wadliams'  report  continued : 

Soon  after  starting  their  construction  program,  the  Gen; 
eral  StBif  faceil  the  prospect  of  hein^  unahle  to  have  trai 
ported  to  France,  or  to  obtain  there.  sulTuieut  buildin|^ 
material  to  carry  on  the  many  construction  projects  con.-) 
fronting  these  forces.  The  firtt  change  iu  the  plans  prescribe(" 
by  General  Ileadquaners  was  to  reduie  the  space  in  the  livin 
quarters  aHowcd  to  cUicers,  nurses  and  culi.'^ted  men  (0.(3^ 
40.  lJ)ir,  A.E.F.).  The  Chief  Surgeon's  ollice  was  willii 
to  make  sacrifices  as  re*:arde  officers  and  enlisted  men,  bui 
strenuously  opposed,  without  success,  reducing  the  modef 
allowances  that  had  been  prescribed  for  the  nursea  in  tin 
units. 

Despite  our  protestations  a)ul  as  adopted,  the  order  pre- 
scril>ed  that  our  nurses  sleep  in  double-tier  bunks,  with, 
scarcely  BuHicicnt  floor  space  to  get  around.  This  subject* 
these  worthy  women  to  considerable  bardsbi|»  that  seemi 
unwarranted].  This  inconsistent  attitude  on  the  part  of  tl 
authorities  who  reviewed  our  plnns  was  later  changed,  largel] 
due  to  the  individual  elTort  and  critical  reports  rendcretl  bj 
the  Inspector  (Jeneriil  of  these  Forces.  As  amended,  tlu 
nursea  eventually  were  given  living  quarters  and  the  san 
allowance  as  was  prescribed  for  juniur  oflicera." 

Tn  many  eases  the  cement  floors  of  the  barracks  wore  con- 
stantly wet  and  trunks,  bngs,  shoes  and  anything  left  on  the 
i]cntr  mildewed  immediately.  Often  the  rortf  and  walls  of  the 
barracks  let  in  wind  and  rain.  The  most  satisfactory  type 
of  building  was  the  regulation  brick  or  wood  barrack  withj 

•fi.  f)   ati.  llHrt.  A.  E.  F..  (^.1.  Wiullinm's  Report,  p.  Ui*;.  Surgwm  Gci 
rral'n  OtWw.  V.  8.  A.    \^'a«tiillgtt>lt.  D.  C. 
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^ance  for  pvpry  four  rooms  and  with  indoor  toilet 
Facilities  and  running  water.  A  stove  sufficiently  large  to  heat 
all  four  rooms  was  located  in  each  hallway.  Generally  not 
more  than  two  nurses  were  quartered  in  each  room.  "The  com- 
fort of  these  quarters,"  wrote  Miss  Stimson,  '^compared  to  the 
large,  bare,  cold  dormitories  in  French  buildings  which  hud  to 
be  used  by  from  twenty  to  iifty  women,  which  had  no  con- 
veniences and  most  inadeiiunte  toilet  and  washing  facilities, 
was  really  all  that  could  be  hoped  for  in  the  field." 

Rations  for  Army  nurses  were  the  same  as  those  allowed  for 
patients  and  were  on  the  whole  varied  and  ample.  Previous  to 
iyi7,  Congress  had  allowed  forty  cents  a  day  for  food  for 
patients  and  Army  nurses,  but  experience  proved  this  amount 
to  l)c  inadequate  in  view  of  the  greatly  increased  cost  of  sup- 
plies during  the  war  period.  The  Surgeon  General  accordingly 
asked  the  American  Red  Cross  to  make  an  additional  daily 
provision  of  thirty-five  cents  for  each  patient  and  nurse,  bring- 
ing the  allowance  to  seventy-five  cents,  an  amount  conceded  to 
be  satisfactory,  until  Congressional  action  could  be  passed  affix- 
ing the  legal  allowance  at  seventy-five  cents.  The  Red  Cross 
>proprinted  funds  for  this  purpose  nntil  May,  1918;  the 
amount  expended  for  food  fitr  patients  and  Army  nurses  was 
well  over  $185,000.  '*Colonel  Ireland,"  recorded  the  Minutes 
of  a  nu-etiug  of  the  Red  Cross  War  Council.  May  18,  1918, 
"stated  that  ample  provision  has  now  been  made  by  the  Govern- 
ment for  the  sick  in  hospitals  and  for  members  of  the  Army 
Nurse  Corps." 

The  method  in  which  nurses'  meals  were  cooked  and  served 
depended  largely  upon  local  conditions.  Sometimes  nurses 
stood  up  in  the  **chow-!ine3"  with  their  mess-kits,  as  did  the 
doughboys.  Sometimes  they  messed  with  the  officers  of  their 
unit.  In  base,  evacuation  and  camp  hospitals,  the  staffs  of 
which  were  large  enough  to  make  such  an  arrangement  practica- 
ble, a  separate  nurses'  mess  was  considered  by  Miss  Stimson  to 
be  the  mf)St  satisfactory  plan.  An  excellent  combination  was 
to  put  such  a  mess  under  the  direction  of  a  nurse  *'whose  duty  it 
was  to  cooperate  with  the  regular  mess  officer  and  in  addition 
to  give  her  personal  attention  to  the  cooking  and  serving  of 
meals,"  and  to  employ  Army  cooks  to  cook  Uiem  and  French 
women  to  serve  them.*^ 

""History  of  the  Xurainj?  Activitips,  A.  E.   F.,  on  the  Western  Front 
during  the  War  Period/*  Julia  C.  Stimson,  p.  13. 
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Perhaps  the  greatest  single  continued  discomfort  which 
nursea  experienced  on  active  service  with  the  American  Expo* 
ditionary  Forces  was  the  doing  a  large  part  of  their  own  laun- 
dry work.  Some  hospitals  maintained  their  own  establish- 
ments; others  were  able  to  send  the  nurses'  laundry  to  com- 
mercial firms  in  nearby  towns.  But  in  the  large  proportion  of  ^J 
hospitals,  the  nurses  were  obliged  to  wash  their  uniforms  and^^ 
other  artioles  of  clothing  themselves,  because  there  appeared  to  ' 
be  no  other  way  of  getting  it  done.  **Particularly  during  the 
times  when  the  actual  physical  strength  of  the  nurses  was  taxed 
to  the  very  utmost  in  their  care  of  the  patients,"  wrote  Mi 
Stimsou,  "this  was  a  great  hanlship.''  A  nurse  wrote:  ''Wash- 
ing  clothes  at  night  after  nursing  all  day  wore  ua  out." 

If  recreation  in  a  eantonnient  ho.'^pital  in  the  United  States 
was  difficult  to  get,  it  was  well  nigh  imp*>ssible  at  an  isolated 
base  in  France.  Mud  and  sleet  made  walking  practically  out 
of  the  question  during  the  winter  months.  Tlie  nurses'  quarters 
were  usually  so  crowded  that  the  nurses  found  little  relaxation 
there.  The  Red  Cross  soon  constructed  in  the  principal  base 
hospital  centers  recreation  huts  for  the  patients  and  the  li- 
braries in  these  huts,  as  well  as  motion  picture  programs  and 
other  performances  which  were  provided  there,  wore  open  to 
the  nurses.  American  Red  Cross  canteen  and  recreation  hut 
workers  were  assigned  to  duty  and  nursea  had  reason  to  be 
grateful,  indeed,  to  them  for  many  services  faithfully  and 
flympatbetically  rendered. 

The  American  Red  Cross  also  built  in  many  hospitjil  centerf 
special  recreation  houses  for  the  nurses  and  upon  the  reeo 
niendution  of  the  Army  chief  nurses,  invited  the  Young 
Women's  Christian  Aasociation  to  send  secretaries  to  act  as 
hostesses  at  these  houses.  The  siureess  of  this  work  was  due  in 
large  part  to  the  taetfulness  and  administrative  ability  of  Mar- 
garet S.  Morriss,  who  resigned  fnun  the  faculty  of  Alount 
Holyoke  College  and  went  overseas  in  l)ecemlx?r,  1017,  as  a 
Y.  W.  C.  A.  Secretary.  She  was  first  assigned  to  Rase  Ho»- 
pital  No,  27  at  Angers,  where  the  value  of  the  service  which 
she  had  come  to  render  to  nurses  was  proven  l)eyond  a  doubt. 
In  the  early  sumnier  of  U»1S,  she  was  sent  to  the  Ileadquurters 
of  her  association  in  Paris  and  there  took  charge  of  tliia  phase 
of  the  work  of  the  Young  Women's  Christian  Association  in  all 
the  base  hospitals  of  the  American  Expeditionary  Forcea  to 
which  secretaries  were  assigned. 
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Far  more  discouraging  than  the  crowded  quarters,  the  some- 
times unsavory  food,  the  laundry  problem  aud  the  lack  of  rec- 
reatiiui  was  the  exhaustive  burden  of  professional  work  wliieh 
ihe  general  shortage  of  nurses  in  the  American  Expeditionary 
Forces  placcil  upon  the  Army  nurses  ou  duty  in  the  zone  of 
base.    This  shortage  has  been  emphasized  in  previous  para- 

ipha  but  it  should  be  noted  that  it  atiil  continued,  due  to  the 
transportation  situation  aud  the  dire  military  need  for  giving 
combat  troops  aud  supplies  the  right  of  way  over  medical  per- 
aounel.  To  stimulate  nurses  to  enter  military  service,  General 
Ireland,  then  Chief  Surgeon  of  the  A.  E.  F.,  cabled  National 
Headquarters  on  Septemln'r  4,  1918,  "that  the  American  Expe- 
ditionary Forces  need  at  present  four  thousand  nurses.  We 
will  nwd,"  he  continued,  "one  hundred  nurses  with  each  addi- 
tional base  hospital  and  there  arc  fcuir  to  each  division;  forty 
nurses  with  each  evactuitiou  hospital  and  there  are  two  to  each 
division.  In  addition  to  this,  wc  need  a  great  mimber  of  nurses 
for  camp  hospitals  and  emergency  calls  we  receive  daily." 

The  War  Diary  of  Septemlx^r  9,  1918,  stated  that  **base  hos- 
pitals have  Ik'Cu  stripped  of  every  available  officer  and  nurse 
for  the  purpose  of  forming  surgical  teams  and  in  the  event  of 
extreme  activity  of  our  troops  at  the  front,  there  nndoubtedly 
will  be  tlie  greatest  difficulty  in  taking  care  of  patients  sent 
back  to  the  base  hospitals  in  the  S.  O.  S.  The  situation,*'  con- 
tinued this  entry  of  the  Diary,  "was  saved  only  by  the  self- 
sacriticing  spirit  of  ofHcers,  nurses  and  men.  Dtiring  the  period 
from  July  IS  to  Xovemi>er  11,  the  aniomit  of  work  done  was 
such  that  no  praise  would  be  great  enough.  It  was  not  at  all 
uncommon  for  nurses  to  work  fourteen  to  eighteen  hours  a 
day  for  weeks  at  a  time.   .   .   ."  *^ 

Statistics  of  the  *'peak  days"  at  hospital  centers  showed  sharp 

cimtrast  between  actual  conditicuis  and  the  estimated  ratio  of 

teu-beds-to-one-nurse  which  the  War  Department  felt  in   1917 

Fould  Ixr  n  safe  margin  ou  which  to  reckon  Ihe  nursing  uchhIs 

tlie  Army.  In  the  six  hospitals  at  Mars,  tluTc  was  tin  Xi>- 
vi'ml)er  16,  1918,  an  average  of  29.0  patients  to  each  nurse. 
In  the  seven  hospitals  at  Toul,  there  was  on  November  28  an 
average  of  '\4.'2  patients  to  each  nurse.  In  the  six  hospitals  at 
Allerey,  there  was  on  November  17  an  average  of  47.0  patients 
to  each  nurse.    And  at  Alesvcs  Center,  in  its  ten  hospitals,  there 

•"HUtory  of  the  Nursing  Activities,  A.E.F.,  on  the  WMtern  Front  dur- 
ing the  War  Period.'*  J.  C.  Stimfion,  p.  13. 
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was  on  NovembiT   10   an   average  of  51.2  patients  to  eac 
nnrae.** 

Like  cantonment  duty  in  the  Tlnited  States,  field  service 
base  liospitula   in    P^rancH^   hu-kcd   the  liorrible   yet  sliniulatii 
pageantry  of  iiur.siug  at  tin'  front.     P(?rio(Is  of  intense  straii 
characterized  the  service  Iwth  in  the  forward  areas  and  in  tl 
zone  of  the  base,  but  the  duration  of  such  periods  in  the  has 
observed  iliss  Stimson,  averaged  a  longer  period  than  did  tl 
most  severe  periods  in  evacuation  and  mobile  hospitals.     N< 
was  there  present  in  the  zone  of  the  base  the  excitement  oj 
real  emergency  and  the  thrill  of  danger  to  challenge  the  nui 
imaginations  and  spur  them  to  heroic  moments.     There  was 
only  continued,  patient,  monotonous,  exhausting  work. 

Colonel  Wa^lJumis  wrote  of  the  bast*  hospitals  that  *'it  is  un- 
fortunate but  certain  that  the  Army  and  the  people  at  large  will 
never  be  able  to  realize  the  debt  of  gratitude  which  they  owe  to 
the  personnel  of  these  units.  .  .  ,  Surgeons  and  nurses  literally 
dropped  at  the  operating-tables  from  fatigue.''  ** 

And  the  morale  of  the  10,001  American  Army  nurses,  regu- 
lars and  reserves,  who  served  in  the  zone  of  the  base  with  the 
American  Expeditionary  Forces  in  France?  These  women 
had  gone  to  France  with  high  hopes  for  rendering  heroic  service 
but  with  extremely  vague  conceptions  of  what  this  service 
would  in  actuality  consist.  When  they  arrived,  they  were 
quietly  absorbed  in  the  Sauitarv  Sen^ice  and  were  sent  to  bases 
far  behind  the  lines,  to  lonely  and  remote  French  villages  whore 
living  conditious  were  primitive  and  social  customs  strange. 
Instead  of  the  assignment,  immediate  or  later  for  most  of  them, 
to  the  fighting  zones  which  they  coveted,  the  zones  where  they 
had  imagined  themselves  as  rendering  spectiuMilar  service,  they 
were  sent  to  the  rear  of  the  Armies  and  scrubbed  floors  in  dirty 
and  dilapidated  French  huildings  or  in  nide  wooden  barracks, 
set  up  wards,  made  beds  and  nursed  t*ontagioufl  cases.  During 
1917  and  the  early  part  of  lOlS,  physical  discomfort,  manual 
toil,  loneliness  and  monotony  was  the  order,  not  the  exception, 
of  their  day.  In  addition  to  bearing  the  respousibility  of 
housework  which  should  have  been  done  by  orderlies  and  con- 
valescent patients  and  to  performing  comparatively  uninterest- 

••"HiBlory  n1  the  Xuminp  Activitifn.  A.E.F..  on  the  WVatern  Front  dur- 

**"Ftc*fH»rt  of  roloni'I  Sdnfuril  Waillinnm.  Chirf.  fJroup  H.,  O.  4,  G«nf>ml 
If.  y.,  A.  K.  F."     Surgeon  Grnrrura  Uilicc,  U.  S.  A.,  WMliington« 
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ing  professional  duties,  they  were  under  the  strain  of  endless 
inspections  and  criticisms  of  conditions  beyond  their  power 
to  remedy. 

A  last  straw  for  most  of  them  was  the  formation  of  forward 
professional  teams.  During  the  spring  and  summer  of  1913, 
nurses  to  the  numbers  of  2002  were  detached  from  the  staffs 
of  the  base  hospitals  and  sent  to  the  zone  of  the  advance,  leav- 
ing to  the  7000  nurses  remaining  in  tlie  bases,  greatly  increased 
duties  and  the  poignant  disappointment  of  not  having  been 
cliosen  to  share  in  the  most  romantic  and  spectacular  phase  of 
war  nursing. 

Then  during  tlie  early  summer  of  1018,  the  pendulum  swung, 
even  in  the  zone  of  the  base,  to  tho  other  extreme  and  the 
nurses  in  the  base  hospitals  were  called  upon  to  shoulder  a 
task  as  ditKcult  as  was  that  at  the  front,  a  task,  however,  which 
lacked  the  features  which  made  front  line  service  heroic  and, 
therefore,  more  easily  endurable.  American  troops  went  into 
action  at  Chateau-Thierry  and  the  wards  of  all  American  sani- 
tary formations  were  crowded  with  wounded  men.  Nurses, 
surgeons  and  orderlies,  as  has  been  stated  before,  worked  until 
they  could  work  no  more.  Discouraged  by  apparently  futile 
ctTorts  to  improve  conditions,  exhausted  by  the  herculean  labor 
demanded  of  them,  in  many  eases  harried  by  constant  bom- 
bardments and  bewildered  by  the  sight  and  suffering  of  the 
disfigured  ini.'u,  the  nurses  were  sobered  and  numbed  by  fatigue 
ajid  horror  into  silence  and  disilluaionnient. 
appeared  to  be  a  fine,  a  brave,  an  hemic  thing. 

All  of  them  sobered,  many  of  tliera  silenced,  a  few  of  them 
embittered,  they  nevertheless  did  efficient  work  and  did  it  at 
leiist  as  gallantly  as  women  have  met  crises  before — and  even 
though  this  may  sound  eontradietory  when  the  disillusionment 
and  bitterness  is  considered,  they  did  rise  spiritually  to  their 
task.  They  could  do  no  less,  for  they  had  only  to  look  about 
them  in  the  wards  to  find  examples  of  fortitude  and  cheerful- 
ness which  shamed  their  complaints  into  silence  and  sent  them 
about  their  work.  "The  wounded  are  so  brave,"  wrote  Sara 
Parsons,  herself  an  Army  nurse  as  well  as  a  veteran  in  nursing 
education  and  administration,  ''that  no  woman  with  a  heart,  as 
lon^  as  she  has  strength  to  stand  on  her  feet  and  keep  going, 
could  yield  to  discouragement  and  depression." 

Even  though  the  nurses  had  little  time  for  the  expression  of 
tlieir  sympathy  and  admiration  for  the  wounded,  even  though 
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many  of  them  may  have  been  short  at  times  in  patience,  even 
thougli  a  few  of  them  broke  under  the  strain,  none  who  know 
conditioua  as  they  actually  existed,  may  say  with  truth  that 
their  work  was  not  bravely  and  well  done!  Much  has  been 
written  iu  eulogy  of  the  war  nurse,  but  to  nurses,  the  thought- 
ful uiid  well-weighed  seiitouces  of  one  who  knew,  William  S. 
Thayer,  are  praise  enough; 


Only  tried  women  are  suitable  to  go  out  into  nursing,  and 
efipeeially  into  Army  nursing.  No  hotter  proof  of  this  ran  he 
found  than  the  ])ri'judioo  which  existed  in  1S98  among  many 
excellent  nieHiral  oHioer*i  of  the  Army,  against  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  trained  nurse  regularly  into  the  Army  service. 
These  officers  eould  not  conceive  the  presence  of  attractive 
young  w(unen  among  the  somewhat  rough  hoys  of  the  Army 
without  complications  and  scandal.  This  prejudice  still  per- 
sisted among  some  Army  officers  nfter  twenty  years.  .  .  , 

I  renieniher  well  the  conditions  of  the  Spanit«h  War.  I 
remember  the  fine  work  done  by  nurses;  but  I  remember  also 
the  difficulties,  the  anxieties  and  the  obstacles  in  the  way  of 
those  wlio  endeavtired  to  maintain  the  standards  of  the  service 
and  to  show  to  the  Medical  Corps  what  nursing  in  the  Army 
might  and  should  be. 

Twenty  years  later  .  .  .  nearly  eleven  thousand  regidat^ 
and  reserve  nurtres  served  in  France  alone.  The  anxieti 
and  the  danger  of  the  voyage  these  women  bore  as  calndy,  an 
often  more  so.  than  the  men.  To  their  work  in  France  I  can 
testify  as  one  who  wns  among  them.  I  saw  them  under  all 
conditions.  In  the  hurriedly  improvised  camp  hospital  of  the 
crowded  base  port,  and  in  isolated  points  in  the  base  sections; 
in  spots  removed  from  all  that  was  interesting  and  stimu* 
latitig,  where,  at  times,  refined  women  hail  to  sleep  crowd 
together,  twenty  or  thirty  in  a  rough,  open  ward,  witliou 
privacy,  with  the  crudest  and  most  insufficient  sanitary 
rangoments,  exposed  continually  in  damp  rainy  weather,  with 
mud  S(t  deep  thut  one  could  navigate  only  in  rubber  boots.  I 
saw  tliem  in  liiilf-ftniHlied  ba>'e  hoi^pitals  in  the  Vosgcs,  under 
like  coriditions.  in  the  bitter  northern  winter,  where  with 
fingers  And  toes  numb  nnd  blanched  with  cold,  one  nurse  had 
almost  to  care  for  a  whole,  ill-heated  ward,  I  saw  them  work 
day  in  nnd  day  out  without  rent,  without  recreation,  iu  the 
darkened  wards  by  night,  and  the  fog  and  rain  by  day,  and 
bear  the  strain  every  bit  as  well  as  men.  .  ,  ,  They  serveil 
without  fortp,  withdul  flinching,  without  complaint.  But  one 
murmur  did  1  liear,  ami  this  a  murmur  ami  not  a  compli 
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a  regret  that  it  might  wot  be  given  to  them  to  share  more 
fully  the  duties  antl  the  rceponeibilities  at  the  points  of  great- 
est danger.  Wherever  they  went  they  brought  order  and 
cleaulinesg,  and  system  and  contentment  uiid  peace.  Ask  the 
donjirhboy  what  it  meant  to  him  to  iuid  himst-lf  at  last  in  a 
ward  presided  over  by  a  nurse.  Try  to  say  a  light  word  about 
a  nurse  to  a  doughboy  who  has  been  under  her  care !  ** 


While  the  United  States  Medical  Corps  was  organizing  sani- 
tary units  in  the  zones  of  the  base  and  the  advance,  the  Ameri- 
can Re<l  Cross  Commission  for  Europe  was  setting  np  a 
supplementary  mcdieni  and  nursing  service  to  take  care  of 
emergency  demands  which  the  less  Hexible  structure  of  the 
Military  Establishment  could  not  meet.  The  American  Red 
Cross  in  France  served  as  an  emergency  arm  of  the  Medical 
Department  of  the  American  Expeditionary  Forces  and  the 
Nursing  Service  fonned  a  vital  phase  of  this  service.  An  ac- 
count of  its  devolopmout  and  accomplishments  constitutes  a 
dramatic  and  complex  chapter  of  military  nursing  history. 

The  American  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service  in  France  may 
well  be  compared  to  a  small  and  sturdy  ship  in  strange  and 
troublous  waters,  a  ship  on  whicli  many  masters  stmve  for  com- 
mand, a  ship  bulfi'tcd  about  by  changing  winds  of  European 
and  American  publie  opinion,  threatened  by  perilous  shoals  of 
fundamental  professional  nu^^iing,  military  and  lay  policy  and 
strained  by  emergencies  which  demanded  service  in  proportions 
such  as  have  never  before  been  demanded  of  women.  That 
this  ship  came  at  lust  gallantly  to  port  speaks  well  indeed  for 
the  stamina  of  those  who  formed  her  crew. 

To  gain  a  true  understanding  of  the  nature  and  value  of  the 
Durt?ing  ser^'ice  rendered  by  the  American  Red  Cross  in  France, 
an  appreciation  is  necessary  of  French  nursing  progress,  of 
French  and  American  social  conditions,  of  American  Army  and 
American  Red  Cross  organization  and  of  the  military  situa- 
tion which  confronted  the  Allies  in  1017  and  1918,  Eacli  of 
these  determining  factors  will  be  treated  in  turn. 

The  French  Red  Cn >as  u n i ted  the  promi nent  women  of 
France  in  volunteer  work  in  time  of  war.     This  organization 

"Nursing  and  the  Art  of  Medicine":  An  uddrese  delivvrud  by  Dr.  \V.  S. 
lajer,  late  Brigadier  General,  Meilicol  Corps,  U.  S.  A.,  before  a  uieuting 
^Id    in    memory   of   Jane   A.    Dolann,    Philadelphia,   May    7,    1910;    later 
published  in  the  American  Journal  of  .Vur«iny,  December,  1919. 
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was  divided  into  three  societies  as  follows:  (1)  Societe  Fran' 
^aise  de  Secours  aux  Blesses  Militaires;  (2 )  Union  des  FemiUi 
de  France;  (3)  Association  des  Dames  Fran^aises, 

Eftch  of  those  three  societies  had  its  own  orgamzation  and 
direction  and  arranged  for  its  own  frnaneing.  The  SocietS 
Fran^aise  de  Secours  aux  Blesses  Miliiaires  was  directed  by 
a  committee  of  men,  but  the  other  two  societies  were  managed 
entirely  by  womenj  with  nion  serving  only  as  consiiUanta  at 
board  meetings.  The  three  societies  were  united  through  a 
Central  Committee  which  alone  possessed  the  authority  to  main- 
tain official  relations  with  the  International  Committee  of  the 
Red  Cross  at  Geneva  and  with  foreign  Red  Cross  societies."*^ 

The  iSocieie  FraiK^aise  de  Secours  aux  Blesses  MtUtairrs  was 
created  in  June,  1S04,  and  was  recognized  to  be  of  public 
utility  on  June  23,  1860.  It  was  estimated  that  in  April,  1017, 
this  society  was  maintaining  eight  hundred  hospitals  with  a 
total  capacity  of  seventy  thousand  be<ls/^  The  nurses  for  these 
hospitals  were  all  members  of  the  Soctele  Fran^aise  de  Secoura 
aux  Blesses  Miliiaires  and  had  received  instrtietiou  in  nursing 
offered  by  the  sfteiety.  The  ronrse  of  studios  was  ^ivon  at  a 
large  dispensary  school  in  the  Place  des  PeujjlierSj  covered 
five  months  and  led  to  the  first  diploma,  or  Diplome  Simph, 

During  the  summer  of  1916,  Mies  Maxwell  and  Miss  Irene 
Givenwilson  made  the  inspection  tour  of  sixty-seven  French, 
British  and  Belgian  military  hospitals,  which  has  been  de- 
scribed in  a  preceding  section.  A  report  of  this  tour  submit- 
ted in  Octolwr,  1016,  by  Miss  Givenwilson  to  Miaa  Delana  ^ 
contained  the  following  statement:  ^M 

All  menibors  of  the  French  Red  Gross  belong  to  the  upper^ 
and  middle  classes  and  the  whole  service  is  voluntary  fur  thi 
love  of  country  and  humanity.    There  are  about  thirty  thou- 
sand niemhers  at  present  enrolled  as  nurses.     Some  of  thesi 
owing  to  adverse  cirrunistances.  may  require  pecuniary  assiiil 
ance  and  this  is  granted  out  of  the  ftuuls  of  the  society,  bui 
it  is  never  looked  upon  ns  remuneration  for  services  renderec 

The  Socitti  tU  Secours  aux  lihssSit  MiHtaires  la  the  larg( 
of  the  three  assoeiations.  .  .  .  The  training  s<-h(X)l  in  Paris 
known  as  the  II6pilal-£cole  and  is  presided  over  by  Mlh 

"Rf*  "Hpport  of  the  French  Rod  Croiw,"  written  hy  Wnh'am  0.  Shm 
AmbABsadur  to   Prance,  to  the   V.  H.   Stati*  Department,  April  27,  101^ 
ftlrfl  Library,  National  Headquarters,  Waiihiagton,  D.  C. 

"Ibid. 
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Oenm.  Hcrp  all  aspirants  to  m^mhcrfihip  «Tii)^f)y>  4  «tri<4 
TTiiTiTTig  diilr  for  five  montlk$  bcfoir  thoy  t>»n  prc^ia^nt  th^w- 
se^vtf  lor  eumiitttioQ  and  nv^ix^  Uw*  ))r$l  vhpKNnM  ^Uu'H 
admits  liiem  to  xhe  socmx.  To  a^^quir^  tlH^  m<^)Ul  attitu^i^ 
BeceBaaiT  for  service  in  time  of  xnir,  thiw  i^tinoiplw  »W 
strongly  impressed  upon  the  pupiU  durii\^  their  tminiili;: 
(1)  nnitr  of  action;  (^)  unity  of  thoujirht;  \l\)  unity  of 
sabfniflRion.** 

The  training  offered  by  the  Sociiti  </<♦  iSr^mrw  «MX  /Mfjw^ 
MilUcires  vas  described  as  folIo\\^  by  A(nK\  Kdouanl  Krobn* 
Japy,  in  L'Infirmiere : 

Schools  for  Training  Red  Cross  Nurwe : 

A,   The  Society  for  Assistance  to  Woundwl  S*>l(Hew ; 

I.  Hospital  School  in  tlie  Square  dos  IViiplicm,  Pariii 
(XIII).    Direetrice,  Mile.  Oenin. 

Prerequisites  for  admission:  The  npplit^nntii  nt\t«i  bo 
twenty  years  of  age,  must  bring  ro8|>onHiblo  rofon»nn»i».  niUMt 
belong  to  the  Society  for  AttHiHtanco  to  Wountlod  Hohtirrii 
and  must  promise  to  serve  in  cane  of  war  or  |»iibli('  rnlaniity. 

The  subjects  are  arranged  as  follows:  (a)  A  llvn  ntonthii' 
period  of  instruction,  entitling  the  applicant  to  appimr  U)t 
examination,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  jirlniary  (liplonm 
conferring  the  title  of  nurse  to  the;  Hocinly.  Tli«  nnrnt*  U 
entitled  to  a  service  book  and  may  be  asHlgncd  to  mcdiral  or 
surgical  sanitary  units,  civil  or  military,  in  cam'  of  wiir. 
(b)  A  second  nine  months'  peritHi  of  study  and  thcorHical 
instruction  will  be  required  for  obtiiinlng  iiu*  second  degree. 
Only  nurses  having  the  primary  diploma  and  wbo  are  frorn 
twenty-five  to  forty-five  years  old  may  be  admitt^*d  |o  receivw 
this  supplementary  iuHtruction.  Tbc  final  cxarnifrntion  will 
allow  the  applicant  to  obtain  a  second  degree  diploma,  fji- 
titling  her  to  be  known  an  a  hear!  ntirw;  or  siijMrrviwir,  ,  .  , 

IL  In  the  provinces,  the  wxriety  trains  it*i  nurwrs  in  its 
numerous  dvtpenJtanj-jfchoolfi.*^ 

Miag  Givenwila^^n's  diarv  contained  tbo  following  f'//tmn*^ii 
regarding  a  visit  made  by  3fisd  Maxwell  and  her»^df  Uf  thft 
Hoptkal-icoU : 

•*5>B^<r:  '■,f  ?h*  Voluntary  N'Tr^injr  S*-ni^Mi  f,i  Kn^^laiv)  nt*A  ftnn*"*,** 
L  IC  Oi7«rankf)n,  pp.  7-f>;  Library,  Nati^miJ  Hf.w\*\iiSkt^^n,  WiMhiAfpi'w, 
0.  »' 

•  £.'/«*rm»»pfr ;  Mnu^.  Edonard  KreliH-'/apy,  pp.  ft^>-ftl,  l^ihrni/iA  ArmjM'f 
C<4ua.  IJ^..  Paru.  sz^sicjt. 
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Miss  Maxwell  and  I  then  set  out  for  the  Red  Cross  Traini 
Hospital    for   Nurses   in   the  Plu-ce  detj  Feupliers^  of   whi 
Mile.   Ueiiin,  Chevalier  of  the   Legion  of  Honneur,  is  t 
directriee.  .  .  .  We  had  a  most  interesting  talk  with   Mil 
Geuiu.     She  has  a  wonderful  personality  and  the  fine  com- 
manding head  and  features  of  a  leader. 

.  .  .  The  training  s<'liotil  had  tieen  transformed  into  a 
military  hospital  of  about  seventy  or  eighty  beds.  We  were 
conducted  over  the  whole  building  by  an  infirmiere  major  and 
we  were  struek  by  the  perfect  eleaidiness  of  the  whole  building 
and  its  equipment.  What,  however,  struek  us  disagreeably 
was  the  closeness  of  the  atninsphere  and  the  number  of  flies 
which  worried  and  distressed  the  poor  woumled.  It  is  a 
ehara<'teristie  of  the  French  hospitals  to  keep  nearly  all  the 
windows  closed;  their  aversion  to  fresh  air  i»  remark- 
able. .  .  ."^ 


ii    i^si-*-  I 


The  aoooud  aociety,  Union  des  Femme^  de  France,  was 
nizfd  t*)  \h:  of  public  Utility  on  August  0,  1882.  It  was  osti 
mated  that  this  braitch  of  the  French  Red  Cn)S8  was  main- 
taining in  April,  1017,  303  hospitals  with  a  total  bed  capacity 
of  30,0(10.''^  The  offieia!  eireuhir  i.**.sned  by  the  Utiion  des 
Fernmcs  de  France  set  forth  the  following  iuformation  regard 
ing  the  auuual  courses : 


4 


Aitsuilant  hosf/ilfU-attendani's  certipaUe:  Pupils  desiroua 
of  obtaining  Uiis  certificate  must  take  the  theoretical  course  in 
anatomy,  minor  surgery,  hygiene,  care  of  the  siek,  pharmacy, 
bandages  and  practii«l  exercises,  in  one  of  the  ditfereut  train- 
ing centers,  and  pass  the  examination. 

II ottpitai-attendant's  certifiaile:  To  obtain  this  certificate, 
one  must  take  the  theoretical  courses  designated  above;  after 
reaching  the  age  of  Irt,  take  a  practical  probationary  term  of 
three  months  (tliree  attendances  per  week)  in  a  dispensary 
school  or  outside  consultation  office  of  a  civil  hospital ;  and 
pass  the  examitiHtion.  (N.  B.)  A  term  either  in  a  consulta- 
tion oOii-e  for  babies,  in  a  day-nursery  or  in  a  baby  home, 
completed  by  practical  instruction  in  puericulture,  is  strongly 
rer<immended  to  pupils  until  it  becomes  obligatory. 

Diploma    for    hosjnlal    attendant:     After    obtaining    tl 
infirmarian's  certificate,  one  must  take  the  theoretical  couri 

•'T)mn-  ot  My  VUH  to  Frnnee,  June-Aagusl,  1916,"  I.  M.  QiTvnwIh 
pp.  20-21;  41, 

"S.T    ■R^'poTt  of  thp  FrMch  Rwi  Croaii,"  written  by  Willtam  O.  81 
AmbacMdor  tv  Krancv,  to  tbe  U.  B.  SUtv  IX>|>artaient,  April  27,  1917. 
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and.  only  after  reaching  the  age  of  21,  take:  (1)  A  three 
months'  term  in  tlip  training  hospital;  (2)  A  three  months* 
term  in  tlieorctical  and  practiral  inassaj^e;  (IJ)  A  three 
monthH*  term  in  a  civil  or  military  hospital;  (4)  Take  the 
courses  in  military  administration  and  pass  the  dilTereut  teets 
in  each  branch. 

The  third  society,  Assoclatwn  des  Dames  Fran^aises,  was 
recognized  to  Ix*  of  public  ntility  on  April  23,  1881}.  It  waa 
reported  to  bt*  maintaining;  in  April,  11>17,  281  hospitals  with 
a  total  bed  capacity  of  17,207.  The  instruction  which  it  gave 
its  nuracH  resembled  that  oflFered  by  the  two  other  societies  of 
the  French  Ked  Cross. 

As  to  proleaaiounl  nuraing  service,  only  one  school  for  nurses 
organized  uikju  British  and  Americuii  standards  existed  in 
France:  UEcole  ProfcAsiomUe  des  Oardcs-Malades  Ilosintali- 
eres  at  Bordeaux,  known  as  the  Nightingale  School  (with  tlio 
sanH-ion  of  Miss  Nightingale's  executors). 

As  to  the  nurses  in  French  civil  h(»spitals,  Miss  Givenwiison 
wrote  in  her  official  report  to  National  Headquarters: 

The  professional  nurses  are  comparatively  few  and  do  not 
receive  the  eame  exhauytive  training  as  our  own.  They  are 
drawn  for  the  most  part  from  the  ranks  of  the  religious 
sisters,  or  from  women  of  the  lower  classes  trained  in  the  civil 
hospitals  of  the  AssiJitance  Pubiique.  .  .  ." 

The  following  account  appeared  in  Miss  Givcnwilson's  diary: 

July  18,  1916.  We  went  to  visit  the  old  civil  hospital  of 
St.  L(»uis  this  afternoon.  It  was  built  in  the  KUh  century  as 
a  hospital  for  the  plague  and  was  separated  from  the  city  by 
strong  turreled  walls  and  a  moat.  Some  of  the  ancient  build- 
ings still  remain,  but  the  moat  has  disappeared  and  small 
buildings,  mean  streets  and  insignificant  houses  press  close 
upon  the  old  walls.  It  is  now  the  chief  hospital  in  the  city 
[Paris]  for  skin  diseases  and  contains  a  famous  library  on  the 
subject.  .  .  . 

The  French  nurses  arc  seen  at  their  worst  here.  ...  I 
think  that  this  war  will  impress  upon  the  French  the  necea- 
sity  of  training  niir.^es  of  higher  social  standing  and  greater 
intelligence  for  their  hospitals.     The  part  of  the  hospital 

""Report  of  the  Volunteer  Nursing  Service  of  England  and  France/* 
p.  12. 
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Avliich  looked  the  most  carefully  tended  was  the  beautiful  oldjj 
garden  with  its  magniriceut  trees  and  neat  flower  beds.  .  . 

Of  the  mobilization  and  service  of  tlie  nursing  members  of; 
the  French  Red  Cross,  Miss  Givenwilson  wrote  in  Ler  report:] 


On  tJie  declaration  of  war,  all  the  members  of  the  three 
societies  of  the  French  Hed  Cross  were  immediately  niubllized 
and  dispersed  throughout  the  country  wherever  they  were 
needed.  And  to  their  honor  be  it  said  that  all  nobly  re- 
sponded to  the  call,  leaving  comfortable^  often  luxurious 
homes,  to  experience  the  rigid  discipline  and  heavy  responsi- 
bilities of  a  French  military  or  auxiliary  hospital  for  the 
duration  of  the  war.  For  it  has  to  be  remembered  that  very 
few  of  these  women  are  trained  nurses,  although  they  are 
often  given  the  supervision  of  a  ward  of  seriously  wounded 
soldiers  with  only  orderlies  to  assist  them.  This  is  the  great 
Hefect  of  the  nursing  system  in  France  .  .  .  and  this  war  has 
demonstrated  the  urgent  ntH»d  in  France  for  the  establishmen 
of  training  schools  for  nurses  on  the  same  lines  as  those  that 
exist  in  Fngland  and  America.  .  .  . 

The  training  of  the  French  I?ed  Cross  for  its  first  diploma 
.  ,  .  renders  thoir  members  very  capable  "nurses'  aides 
Rut  they  are  called  upon  to  actH?pt  responsibilities  far  beyond 
their  knowledge  and  this  they  do  with  a  courage  and  devotion 
which  is  truly  admirable.  They  are  tireless  in  the  accom- 
plishment of  their  arduous  duties;  they  take  no  hours  oif  for 
recreation  or  amusement;  their  fret*  time,  if  they  have  any,  is 
spent  ill  making  their  wards  more  attnictive  by  simple  deco- 
rations manufactured  by  their  deft  fingers  from  the  modest 
means  at  their  disposal.  They  are  full  of  cheerfulness  and 
compassion  and  in  the  eyes  of  the  wounded  under  their  care 
is  to  be  read  the  appreciation  of  these  noble  women,  who  have 
voluntarily  sacrifice*!  all  with  glad  heart  at  the  call  of  jmtriot* 
ism  and  humanity.'^* 


s 

I 


Of  the  French  military  hospitals,  Miss  Givenwilson  wrote 

TToftifnl  Crntntl  at  Bar-le-Duc:  This  hospitnl  accommo- 
dated three  thousand  beds  and  is  situated  in  &ome  barracks 
which  were  approaching  completion  before  the  war  broke  out 
and  were  rapidly  transfomuMl  into  a  hospital.  .  .  . 

\Vc  first  visited  the  surgical  side,  whose  wards  appeared  tot 

""DUry."  I.  M.  CivinwiUon.  pp.  72  73. 

****Hoport  ut  iiiti  VuluuUry  Kumlng  Service  of  En^Untl  and  France,"  pp. 
11' 13. 
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be  beautifully  kept,  although  there  is  only  one  nurBe  to  each. 
This  is  one  of  the  points  that  has  struck  me  forcibly;  the 
French  or  Belgian  nurse  acponiplishetl  nuich  more  than  the 
Englifth  or  American  one,  in  sheer  niiuiual  labor.  Her  tech- 
nical knowledge  is  much  less  and  her  patients  suffer  in  conse- 
quence, but  she  hail  a  far  larger  number  of  beds  under  her 
charge  without  auxiliary  help  and  yet  she  manages  to  keep 
her  wards  neat  and  clean.  Everything  in  French  hospitals  is 
on  a  simpler  scale  and  the  French  poUu  is  neither  given  nor 
demands  as  much  as  the  British  Tommy.  Id  this  huge  hos- 
pital of  three  thousand  beds,  there  were  only  lirty  nurses  and 
about  one  hundred  orderlies  and  the  wounded  looked  well 
cared  for.  .  .  . 

There  is  a  terrible  plague  of  flies  throughout  this  whole 
neighborhood,  in  spite  of  all  precautions  to  get  rid  of  them. 
They  swarm  in  thousands  everywhere  and  the  most  seriously 
wounded  have  to  be  protected  by  pieces  of  gauze  over  their 
heads.     There  are  camps  of  soldiers  and  horses  everywhere, 

it  seems  impossible  to  eradicate  the  pest  .  .  /^ 

188  MaxAvell  and  Miss  Givenwils^m  visited  the  "Freucli  mili- 
tary evacuation  hospital  at  Kcvigny.  Miss  Givenwilaou  wrote 
in  her  report  to  National  HcndquarttTs: 

The  work  of  this  great  hospital  was  in  full  swing  when  we 
arrived  early  in  the  morning.  T!ie  estahlishmont  consists  of 
an  evacuation  hospital  of  eight  hundred  beds  which  is  even 
now  being  increased  to  one  thousand.  The  wounded  are 
brought  here  straight  from  Verdun  by  a  little  branch  line  of 
railway  and  it  is  here  that  the  iri^u/f  or  sorting  of  the 
wounded  takes  place.  Over  one  hundred  thousand  have 
(Mijised  through  the  evacuation  hospital  since  the  beginning  of 
March. 

A  colony  of  huts  has  been  erected  in  a  convenient  sitxiation 
adjoining  the  main  line  from  Paris  to  Bar-lc-Duc,  Total  and 
Nancy.  The  evacuation  ho.«j)itnl  is  firactically  rontinnous 
with  the  stationary  hospital  but  is  a  coni]ib?te  unit  in  itself 
and  possesses  its  own  kitchen,  otiices,  operating  and  dressing 
rooniH. 

There  are  four  categories  for  the  wounded:  (1)  Those 
seriously  wounded,  who  caniuit  be  transported  further  with- 
out risk  of  life;  these  are  carried  immediately  after  ejcamina- 
tion  to  the  adjoining  stationary  hoppita!  (small  compared  to 
the  evacuation  hospital  itself).     (3)  Those  who  are  seriously 

"'R^f>ort  of  tbe   Vcluntary  Nurui^  Service  uf   KnglanJ  and   France/* 
45-47.  i 
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wounded  and  can  be  transported  are  taken  by  ambulance  carg 
to  the  hospitals  of  Jean  t^Ileurs.  or  to  the  British  hospital  of 
Fa\ix  Miroir,  both  Bituated  a  few  kilometers  diatant.  (3) 
OtherK  who  are  less  seriously  wounded  are  sent  by  ambulance 
train  to  Paris  or  hospitals  in  the  interior.  (4)  All  those  who 
are  only  slightly  wounded  are  sent  to  hospitalK  within  the 
Army  Zone,  so  that  on  recover^'  they  ean  be  immediately  re- 
turned to  their  companies.  They  are  seldom  absent  for  more 
than  a  week  or  a  fortnight. 

The  town  of  Revigny  itself  is  a  mass  of  ruins  and  the 
hospital  is  situated  on  tlie  outskirts,  among  the  lields." 

The  following  description  of  the  evacuation  hospital  at  Re- 
vigny appeared  in  Miss  Givenwilson's  diary: 

August  4,  1916.  We  started  for  Revigny  early  this  morn- 
ing. ,  .  .  The  work  of  the  great  hospital  was  in  full  swing 
when  we  arrived.  .  .  .  We  visited  all  the  huts  of  the  station- 
ary hospital  and  found  them  filled  with  very  sick  men.  The 
mortality  here  is  very  great.  .  .  . 

I  shall  never  forget  the  ghastly  sights  in  the  wards  in  whii^h 
the  septic  and  gangrenous  cases  were  lying.  An  attempt  was 
being  made  to  treat  these  by  constant  irrigation,  but  the  awful 
discomfort  of  the  men  was  horrible  to  look  upon.  They  had 
no  proper  mattresses  and  those  i>arts  of  the  body  not  being 
irrigated  were  supported  only  by  pillows  and  sacks.  Yet  such 
IB  the  heroic  endurance  of  these  men,  that  no  complaiuta  were 
to  he  heard,  only  the  restless,  moaning  delirium  of  those  who 
were  almost  past  help. 

The  nurses  were  a  nice  set  of  cheerful,  hard-working 
women,  though  their  life  is  full  of  hardsliip  and  toil.  .  .  . 

The  surgeon-in-chief  proposed  that  we  should  witness  the 
arrival  of  the  Verdun  ambulance  train  which  was  shortly  due. 
W^e  went  to  the  little  roadside  station  to  find  that  tlie  train 
was  already  there  and  was  slowly  unloading  its  ghastly  bur- 
den. Skillful  arms  were  there  to  receive  the  shapeleas  masses 
huddled  on  the  stretchers  and  tliey  were  swiftly  borne  to  the 
hospital. 

Soon  the  little  oy»erating-nKim  became  a  shambles,  the  floor 
bloodstained,  the  pails  overflowing  with  sailed  dressings,  the 
atmosphere  thick  with  the  smell  of  lilood.  disinfectants  and 
liuman  sweat.  Doctors  and  nurses  worked  without  pause,  the 
only  sounds  being  the  click  of  the  instruments  and  the  low 
moans  or  sharp  exclamations  of  pain  of  the  wounded.     One 

**"R«^rt  of  the  Voluntary  Nursing  Service  uf  EugUnd  and   FniDcc. 
pp.  48  41). 
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by  one  they  lay  exposed  to  the  keen  eye  of  the  surgeon, — men 
with  limbs  fractured  and  battered  to  a  pulp,  with  faces  man- 
gled beyond  recognition,  with  huge  rents  torn  in  their  bodies. 
.  .  ,  And  in  the  faces  of  all  these  wounded  was  a  dumb  look 
of  wonderment  that  such  things  Hhould  be  and  an  infinite 
trust  in  the  skill  of  those  in  whose  care  they  now  were.  ,  .  ." 


I 

I 


From  the  report  and  diary  submitted  by  Miss  Givenwilson, 
which  bcjre  the  endorsement  of  ^lisa  Maxwell,  it  may  readily 
be  appreciated  that  in  a  modern  system  of  nursing,  the  French 
nation  was  far  behind  the  United  States,  where  practically 
every  town  of  over  ten  thousand  population  possessed,  at  the 
tunc  of  the  United  States'  entry  into  the  war,  a  hospital  main- 
taining a  professional  school  for  nurses  founded  on  the  Night- 
ingale System.  The  heroism  with  which  nurses  of  the  French 
Red  Cross  cared  for  their  wounded  needs  no  further  eulogy 
here,  but  it  is  equally  self-evident  that  the  professional  attain- 
ments of  women  who  have  had  only  live  months'  theoretical 
instruction  gained  through  semi-weekly  lectures  and  dispensary 
training,  are  not  to  be  compared  with  those  of  women  who  have 
undergone  two  or  three  years*  training  as  nurses  while  resident 
at  a  modern  ginieral  hospitaL  In  addition  to  the  inhibitory 
influence  of  the  French  Red  Cross,  French  social  customs  were 
potent  factors  in  limiting  the  di'velopment  of  a  French  nursing 
profession  comparable  to  that  of  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States.  To  give  a  man  a  bed-bath  was  considered  by  nurses  of 
the  French  llvd  Cross  to  be  menial  labor  of  a  degrading  nature; 
to  remain  on  duty  all  night  was,  to  them,  an  unheard-of  breach 
of  convention.  Before  taking  up  in  detail  the  Paris  situation, 
it  must  be  understood  that  in  a  country  where  any  woman  who 
cared  for  the  sick  was  officially  rated  as  a  nurse,  public  opinion 
would  have  little  understanding  and  appreciation  of  the  mean- 
ing and  value  of  American  nursing  standards  and  ethics. 

A  second  determining  factor  of  the  nursing  situation  as  it 
developed  in  the  Paris  Headtjuarters  of  the  American  Red 
Cross  was  the  natural  zeal  of  American  laywomen  then  in 
France,  the  wives,  daughters  and  relatives  of  prominent  lied 
Cross  otfieials  and  other  influential  American  women  w^ho  ren- 
dered distinguished  service  to  the  Allied  and  American  troops 
in  P^rance,  to  share  in  nursing  the  wounded.  The  point  of  view 
of  the  American  laywoman  was  natural  and  easy  to  understand. 

■"DUry,"  I.  M.  GivenwilMii,  pp.  154- 168. 
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It  may  be  said  that  since  the  beginnings  of  war,  women  have 
been  urged  bj  sympathies  based  on  the  maternal  instinct  and 
the  tendency  of  womankind  to  venerate  that  which  is  strong 
and  courageinis,  to  desire  to  minister  to  the  wounded.  This 
principle  may  certainly  be  called  one  of  the  foundation-stones  of 
the  Red  Cross  ideal  and  in  the  twentieth  century,  the  Red  Cross 
nurse  was,  to  the  general  public,  the  crowning  8\Tnbol  of  the 
Red  Cross  organization,  the  fullest  expression  of  this  ideal; 
hence  the  dt^ire  on  the  part  of  the  laywoman  to  serve  as  a 
Red  Cross  nurse.  Further,  American  laywomen  argued,  why 
was  it  so  necessary  for  a  woman,  l>efore  she  rould  go  into  the 
wards  of  a  military  hospital,  to  undergo  a  long  training  based 
on  some  elusive  idea  to  which  nurses  constantly  refprrf»d  as 
"professional  standards^"  I^eadera  of  the  nursing  world  had 
admitted  that  the  number  of  trained  women  was  limited.  Better 
a  partially  trained  woman  in  a  ward  than  that  mon  should  die 
unattended !  Why  should  not  they  themselves  be  allowed  to 
go  immediately  into  this  spectacular,  this  most  appealing 
branch  of  Red  Cross  endeavor^ 

The  point  of  view  of  the  American  professional  nurse — and 
it  has  been  shown  that  the  American  Red  Cross  nurse  was  the 
highest  exponent  of  the  American  nursing  pnifession — was 
equally  natural  and  easy  to  understand.  It  has  been  stated  in 
a  preceding  c-lmptcr  that  one  of  the  basic  principles  of  the 
nursing  profession  was  that  "nursing  education  and  administra- 
tion must  be  din*cted  by  nurses."  The  welfare  of  the  patient 
was  the  fundamental  reas<^n  for  this  principle.  Nurses  con- 
tended that  an  executive  nurse,  alive  to  the  opportunities  of 
nursing  s<'r\'ice  by  reason  of  her  own  personal  familiarity  with 
nursing  theory  and  terhniquo  and  her  knowledge  of  the  primary 
importance  of  discipline,  could  judge  the  needs  of  the  patient 
and  the  work  of  the  nurse  better  than  could  a  laywoman,  who 
knew  little,  if  anything,  of  this  theory,  this  lcchni(iue  and  above 
ail  this  discipline. 

In  addition  to  the  principle  of  the  welfare  of  the  patient, 
another  determining  social  factor  of  the  Paris  situation,  a  factor 
which  leaders  of  nursing  would  probably  nnt  have  admitted  at 
the  time,  was  the  natural  desire  of  the  professional  nurse  to 
reap  tbe  fniits  of  a  hard  won  atniggle.  PnnMous  to  the  decla- 
ration of  the  European  War,  a  pn^fessional  nurse  did  not  hold 
so  enviable  a  position  as  was  accorded  her  immediately  after 
the  declaration  of  war,  when  to  nurse  the  floldicrs  waa  the 
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romantic,  the  spectacular  service  to  render.  The  American 
Army  authorities  permitted  only  professionally  trained  women 
in  their  hospitals  and  the  American  nurses  in  these  instances 
reaped  the  reward,  in  this  opportunity  to  serve,  of  long  years 
spent  in  training  and  longer  years  spent  in  the  practice  of  their 
profession.  Through  the  American  Red  Cross  in  France,  how- 
ever, another  opportunity  for  war  nursing  presented  itself  and 
to  this  more  yielding  avenue  of  approach,  la;ywomeu  flocked, 
there  to  come  up  against  the  bars  of  ^'profesaioual  standards," 
the  only  bars  with  which  nurses  could  strivt^ — for  nursefl  in  the 
majority  have  not  wealth  and  social  position — to  hold  that 
which  tliey  considered  rightfully  their  own. 

Conditions  outside  tlie  Red  Cross,  as  well,  played  a  part  in 
this  controversy.  The  English  system  of  Voluntary  Aid  De- 
tachments; the  presence  of  untrained  helpers  in  the  wards  of 
hospitals  established  by  various  other  American  relief  agencies 
and  later  taken  over  by  the  American  Red  Cross,  notably  Mili- 
tary Hospitals  Nos.  1  and  2 ;  the  dictum  of  the  French  govern- 
ment that  any  woman  who  cared  for  the  sick  was  officially  rated 
as  a  nurse,  all  fanned  the  flame  of  volunteer  zeal  to  such 
heights  of  enthusiasm  that  an  American  Red  Cross  Nursing 
Service  established  in  France  on  a  professional  basis  seemed  in 
the  early  days  of  lt>l7  likely  to  be  c-onsunied  therein. 

The  organization  of  the  American  Rtnl  Cross  in  France  con- 
stituted another  shoal  upon  which  the  Nursiiig  Service  threat- 
ened to  go  aground.  On  May  9,  1017,  Henry  P.  Davison 
cabled  to  Herman  H.  Harjes,  of  tfve  hai\king  firm  of  Morgan, 
Harjes  and  Company,  Paris,  who  was  then  head  of  Uie  Ameri- 
can Red  Cross  in  France,  regarding  the  anticipated  appoint- 
ment and  personnel  of  the  War  Council  of  the  American  Red 
Cross.  After  outlining  the  proposed  campaign  for  the  first 
Red  Cross  War  Fund,  Mr.  Davison's  message  continued : 

We  now  contemplate  immediately  after  our  organization 
having  one  of  our  council.  Murphy,  proceed  at  once  with  a 
personal  staff  to  Paris,  where  he  will  po  with  full  authority 
from  the  War  Council  to  undertake  and  do  such  things  as 
may  seem  to  him  wise,  he  being  necessarily  governed  by  con- 
ditions obtaining  here  from  time  to  time. 

Grayson  M-P.  Murphy  is  a  We^t  Point  graduate,  was  in  the 
Army  about  nine  years,  retiring  to  go  into  business,  and  is 
now  senior  vice-president  of  the  New  York  Guaranty  Trust 
Company.     He  is  a  man  of  ability  and  common  sense,  pecu- 
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liarl^  free  from  personal  ambition.  ...  It  is  expectetl  he  will 
receive  the  line  commiseion  of  major  in  the  United  States 
Army.  He  understands  that  you  are  at  present  the  liend  of 
the  American  Red  Cross  in  France  and  desires,  as  we  all  do, 
that  your  relations  to  this  organization  shali  not  only  be 
maintained  but  strengthened.'^* 


This  cable  went  on  to  outline  the  cooperation  of  the  American 
Red  Cross  with  Alexander  liiUit,  Premier  of  France,  and  with 
relief  organizations  tlicn  in  France.  It  was  er>nteniplated  that 
Major  Murphy  should  be  commissioner  for  Europe  with  his 
headcpinrtera  in  Paris.  On  May  13,  Mr.  Harjes  cabled,  at  the 
suggestion  of  the  French  Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs  utxd 
General  Petain,  that  "a  competent  man  be  sent  at  on«»e,  invested 
with  the  necessary  authority  as  hi^h  commissioner  who  would 
be  the  effective  representative  of  our  Goverument  and  Army 
and  the  link  between  the  French  and  Amcricau  Governments 
80  as  to  make  known  at  once  and  accurately  what  our  friends 
here  desire." 

On  May  10,  1017,  President  Wilson  announced  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  War  Council  of  the  Americau  Red  Cross.  A  few 
days  later,  this  Ixxly  "recommended  to  the  Executive  Commit^ 
tee  of  the  Central  Committee  that  Grayson  MP.  .Murphy,  a 
member  of  the  War  Council,  should  be  appointed  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  American  National  Red  Cross  in  Europe  and 
that  a  ifimmissiou,  of  which  Major  Murphy  would  be  the 
head,  should  acci:»mpany  him  to  Europe?  for  the  pnr[><ise  of 
carrying  4>nt  relief  work  in  France,  Belgium  and  f>thcr  Euro- 
pean countries  .  .  ."  This  action  was  later  f(irmally  ratified 
by  the  Executive  Committee  at  a  mtn'ting  hchi  June  1.5,  1017, 
and  was  spread  on  the  Minutes  of  the  War  Council  at  a  meet- 
ing hold  August  16,  1917. 

In  the  meantime.  Major  Murphy  had  selected  a  strong  staff 
and  the  new  Commission  for  Europe  had  sailed  June  2.  Major 
Murphy  was  commissioner;  the  deputy  couiinissionera  were 
James  IT.  Perkins,  of  New  York ;  William  Endicott,  of  Boston ; 
Carl  Taylor,  of  New  York ;  George  B.  Ford,  of  New  York ; 
Ernest  McCullough,  of  Boston;  A.  W.  Copp,  and  Ernest  P. 
Bicknell,  Director  General  of  Civilian  Relief  of  the  American 
Red  Cross.  Otliers  who  accompanied  the  commission,  but 
whose  names  are  not  listed  as  deputy  commissioners  on  the 

•See  Red  Cro»B  Archive*.  File  No.  Ml. 
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llinutes  of  the  War  Council  of  August  16,  1917,  were  Fred- 
erick S.  Hoppin,  Reven'nd  Ilolx^rt  Davis,  Reverend  E.  D. 
Miel,  F.  K.  Kiiip,  Paul  Kaiuey,  Fredcrifk  HoiTinau,  Ralph 
Preston,  Phiilij)  (jiMuhvin,  C.  G,  Osborne,  R,  J.  Daly,  John 
Van  Schairk  and  Thnuuis  H.  Kenny.  The  War  Department 
detailed  Dr.  Alexander  Lambert,  Major,  Medical  Reserve 
Corps,  U.  S.  A.,  to  join  the  commission  as  liaison  officer  be- 
tween the  American  Expeditionary  Forces  and  the  American 
Red  Cross. 

The  Ameriran  Red  Cross  Commission  for  Europe  arrived  in 
Paris  on  June  14,  11)17,  and  set  up  the  headquarters  of  tJie 
organization  at  JVo.  5  Rue  Francois  l^  Ten  days  later,  the 
War  Department  appointed  Major  Murphy  to  membership  on 
General  Persliing's  staff.  By  this  appointment,  members  of 
the  Red  Cross  (\)nimi8siou  for  Europe  wlio  were  soon  to  become 
directors  of  important  branches  of  Red  Cross  service,  were 
placed  in  a  position  where  they  could  easily  consult  officers  of 
the  American  Expeditionary  Forces  who  were  heads  of  those 
departm<'nts  in  the  American  Armies  in  France  which  were 
particularly  atTected  by  Red  Cross  operations. 

The  first  work  of  the  commission  was  accomplishtKl  through 
the  generosity  of  relief  organizations  already  existing  in 
France.  Dr.  C.  C.  Burliugunie,  then  Captain,  Medical  Corps, 
U.  S.  A.,  who  was  later  Ihc  director  of  Hospital  Service, 
American  Red  Cross  in  France,  wrote: 

At  the  time  the  Red  Cross  stepped  int^  the  field,  the  Ameri- 
can Relief  Clearing  House  was  alreailv  fniRtioniug  to  furijish 
efficient  relief  and  avoid  the  duplication  of  various  relief 
agencies.  The  director  general  of  this  organization  was  at 
the  time  H.  O.  Beatty;  J.  H.  Jordian  was  the  chief  operating 
manager.  Affiliated  with  the  Clearing  House  were  Ralph 
Preston.  Herman  Harjes,  J,  Ridgely  Carter,  James  R.  Bar- 
bour and  others.  Ap8o<Hated  with  the  Clearing  House  were 
such  organizations  as  the  N'orton-Harjes  Ambulance  Service 
and  the  American  Distributing  Service,  organized  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Robert  W.  Bhss,  of  the  United  States  Embassy  in 
Paris.''* 


The   Committee  of  the  American   Relief  Clearing   House 
turned  over  to  the  American   Red  Cross  their  organization, 

*"MiIiUry  llitftory  of  tlie  Americtia  B«d  Croiu  in  Fraace,"  C  C.  Buc- 
linganie,  p.  O,  Red  Cross  Library. 
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their  equipment  and  their  personnel,  which  immediately  gave 
to  the  eommisaion  a  "running  start"  for  its  new  task. 

In  September,  l'J17,  ^lajor  Perkins  was  made  commissioner 
for  France;  Major  Mnrphv  was  forced  to  s|)eud  mn<'h  of  his 
time  traveling  in  Belgium,  Italy  and  the  Balkans,  preparatory 
to  the  initiation  of  American  lied  Croaa  activities  in  these 
places. 

The  early  days  of  the  summer  of  1917  were  spent  in  estab- 
lishing contact  with  the  American  Army  officers  then  in  France, 
with  the  organizations  already  existing  there  for  the  relief  of 
the  civilian  popnlation  and  with  the  French  anthorities.  The 
conferences  whicli  took  place  in  July,  August  and  September 
were  attendcnl  by  high  otKcials  of  the  American  Army  and 
the  Red  Crtiss  Conuniwsion  for  Europe.  Among  the  couKulting 
officers  were  General  Pt^rshing,  Colonel  Bradley,  Colonel  San 
ford  Wadhains,  Major  ^furphy,  Major  Lambert  and  Captaia 
Burlinganje,  and  recognition  was  given  by  these  officials  to  th 
relationship,  already  provided  for  by  law  and  Army  regul 
tions,  that  the  American  Ked  Cross  shoiild  serve  as  an  emep*' 
gency  arm  of  the  Medical  C'orps  in  tlie  field. 

Of  the  early  organization  of  the  American  Ked  Cross  in 
France,  Major  Perkins  wrote; 


n- 

i 


Within  a  few  weeks  after  our  arrival.  Major  Murphy  and  I 
discussed  with  General  Pershing  the  work  which  lay  before 
us.  .  .  .  He  felt  that  it  would  he  many  months  before  his 
Army  would  be  an  effective  fighting  force  and  that  the  Red 
Crofs  must  during  those  moutlis  carry  the  American  flag  in 
Europe. 

With  this  idea  in  view,  we  organized  two  departments ;  one, 
the  Department  of  Civil  Affairs,  whose  duty  it  was  to  take  up 
all  the  rehef  work  in  France,  the  need  for  which  hail  been 
created  by  the  war;  Uie  other,  the  iJepartment  of  Military 
Affairs,  should  handle  our  Ked  Cross  work  with  both  the 
French  and  American  .Vrmiea.*"' 

Dr.  Alexander  Lambert  was  straightway  appointed  dinyrtor 
of  the  Bed  Cross  Medical  and  Surgical  Service,  under  the  De- 
partment of  Military  Affairs. 

American  Ked  Cross  medical  and  surgical  srrt-ice  to  Ameri- 
can and  Allied  troops  embraced  two  distinct  types  of  hospitals. 


•  "The  Fimt  Year  of  the  American  Red  Croaa  In  Frnncc/*  p.  I. 
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The  first  of  tlieae  were  designated  as  American  Red  Cross 
military  hospitals  and  wew  estiililisilH»(i  priitiMiily  to  care  for 
Atneriean  soldiers.  Of  this  type  Cominisaianer  Perkins  wrote: 
^'Where  the  hospital  is  known  as  a  Red  Cross  niilitarv  hospi- 
tal, it  moans  that  wc  have  installed  the  hospital  and  that  its 
business  aspects  are  managed  by  ns,  but  that  its  medical  direc- 
tion is  turned  over  to  the  Army,  which  employs  its  own 
personnel." 

(^aptain  Burlingame  detined  American  Red  Cross  military 
hospitals: 


The  term  "American  Red  CroBs  military  hospital**  was 
used  only  by  direction  of  the  Chief  Surgeon,  A.  E,  F.,  a 
number  being  assigned  only  by  his  office.  The  word  "mili- 
tary*  in  the  title  of  a  Red  Cross  hospital  was  never  inserted 
except  upon  his  order.  It  was  lor  this  reason  that  certain 
hospitals  known  as  Anierifaii  Ked  Cross  hospitals  were 
operated  under  the  same  general  plan  as  American  lied  Cross 
niHUanf  ho8i)itals  but  not  under  that  name. 

Agiiiii,  certain  personnel  organized  as  base  hospital  units 
were  moved  into  American  Red  Cross  hospitals  aiid  operated 
on  the  same  basis  as  the  American  Red  Cross  miliiarjj  hospi- 
tals. It  seemed  unwise  to  change  the  name  of  a  base  hospital 
unit  even  when  operated  on  this  plan. 

American  Red  Cross  military  hospitals  were  operated 
jomtly  by  the  Red  Cross  and  the  Medical  Corps.  In  each 
instance  there  was  some  reason  why  it  could  not  be  operated 
to  advantage  by  the  United  States  Army  independent  of  the 
American  Red  Cross.  These  reasons  were  varied;  for 
example,  when  America  first  entered  the  war,  Paris  and  its 
environs  were  not  opened  by  the  French  to  the  U,  S.  Army  for 
hospitalization  purposes.  It  was  posssible,  however,  for  the 
Red  Cross  through  various  agreements,  some  of  them  in- 
formal, to  take  over  or  establish  hospitals  in  and  about  Paris. 
It  should  he  remembered  that  Paris  was  then  out  of  the 
American  and  in  the  heart  of  the  French  Army  Zone. 

As  rapidly  as  conditions  changed,  making  it  possible  for 
the  Red  Cross  to  withdraw,  formations  operating  as  American 
Red  Cross  military  hospitals  were  completely  turned  over  to 
the  Medical  Corps  to  be  operated  as  regular  Army  forma- 
tions. .  •  .*** 

•-MilUary  History  of  the  American  Rod  Crosa  in  France,"  pp.  2«-27; 
Ubrary,  yntional   fftatltfuarU*r»,   Washington,  D.  C. 
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In  8  IrtttT  iiddresMHi  Dewtubcr  27,  1917,  to  the  Judge  Advo- 
cate Ot'iicral  of  tbi?  Army,  the  Surgeon  General  of  the  Annj 
adted 

...  for  the  opinion  of  the  Judge  Advocate  General  sf»e- 
eifically  on  (a)  Rase  Hospital  No.  3!)  "attarhw!  to  and  render- 
ing service  to  the  Trench  Army ;''  <  b)  on  personnel  of 
••American  Red  Cross  Military  Hospitals,  Xos.  1,  2  and  3 
(formerly  the  American  Ambulance,  the  Hospital  Benevole 
21  bis — Blake's  Hospital  and  Mrs.  Reid'a  Ho3pital),  the  per- 
sonnel of  which  are  partly  commissioned  or  enlisted  in  the 
U.  S.  Army  and  are  partly  civilian,  whether  American  or 
foreign  not  of  record;  and  (c)  on  personnel  of  Red  Cross 
hospitals  maintained  iu  France  for  civil  relief  only.*' 

The  Judge  Advocate  General  replied  on  December  29,  1917: 

When  American  Red  Cross  officials  have  been  accepted  by 
the  United  States  and  are  performing  iu  France  service  for 
any  of  the  Allied  forces,  they  are,  to  use  the  words  of  Article 
of  War  2,  ''perHons  arcompanying  or  serving  with  the  Armies 
of  the  United  States  in  the  iiekl,'*  and  hcuce  American  Red 
Cross  oflicials  with  the  hosfiital  described  in  paragraph  1, 
sub-paragraph  (a)  are  subject  to  the  military  jurisdi<."tion  of 
the  United  States.  The  hospitals  described  in  sub-paragraphs 
(b)  and  (c)  are  not,  in  a  strict  sense,  jnilitary  hospitals,  as 
they  furnish  aid  to  civilians;  but.  nevertlieless,  as  the  Army 
of  the  United  States  is  operating  quite  as  much  for  the  benefit 
of  the  civilian  population  of  France  as  for  the  benefit  of  the 
military  population,  the  personnel  of  these  hospitals  must  be 
held  to  be  subject  to  American  military  jurisdiction  in  case 
the  persons  in  question  have  l»ei'n  in  s(mie  formal  or  informal 
way  recognized  by  the  Army  of  the  United  States — otherwise 
not.  What  is  im|X}rtant  is  neither  what  these  persons  ore 
doing,  nor  where  tl)ey  are  doing  it,  but  what  description  of 
persons  they  are.  If  they  are  "persons  accompanying  or 
serving  with  the  Armies  of  tl»e  United  States  in  the  fiehP 
there  is  military  jurisdiction  under  the  words  of  Article  of 
War  2.  (See  Geneva  Convention  of  1906,  Article  10,  and 
Rules  of  Laud  Warfare,  pars.  133-13G.)  " 

American  Red  Cross  hospitals,  the  second  type  of  institii* 
tion  eatabliahcd  by  the  Commission  for  France,  admitted  Iwth 

•  Ix'gal   Miittpre  Relating;  *u  l\\v  AnuTimn  R**tl  Crottn:    Army  mixI   Siivy 
Ordvra;  Abfx-ndix  So.  VI,  IJooument  102.     Library,  National  Hcmtlquartcri. 
"/ftid..  I>(KUinrnt  No.  loa. 
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American  and  Allied  wounded.  They  were  defined  by  Major 
Perkins:  "In  what  are  known  as  Araerifau  Red  Cross  hospitals 
we  supply  all  materials  and  install  tlio  liospital.  We  also 
furnish  nurses  and  pay  their  salaries.  Doctors  and  orderlies 
are  partly  loaned  by  the  Army  and  partly  supplied  by  us," 

In  working  out  a  policy  of  courdinati(Ui,  the  American  Red 
Cross  acquired,  during  the  summer  and  fall  of  1!H7,  hospitals 
then  being  maintained  in  Franco  by  various  Anicrican  relief 
agencies.  The  first  of  these  was  the  American  Ambulance  at 
Neuilly.  Of  this  institution,  American  Red  Cross  Military 
Hospital  No.  1,  W.  S.  Patten,  then  director  nf  the  Depart- 
ment of  Military  AtTairs,  American  Red  Cross  in  France, 
wrote  in  his  report  of  the  medical  diWsion  during  its  first  six 
months  in  France : 


American  Red  Cross  Military  Hospital  No.  1  was  originally 
the  American  Ambulaiue  ami  has  auu-  l>feu  put  under  the 
United  States  Array  and  the  American  Red  Cross.  This  hos- 
pital contains  between  five  and  i^ix  lumilrcd  beds,  which  are 
at  the  disposal  of  tli*^  French  Army.  It  also  operates  a  com- 
plete dental  vhn'iv  for  the  free  service  of  the  French  soldiers, 
members  of  the  riiited  States  Army  and  personnel  of  the 
American  Red  Cross.  In  connection  with  this  hospital,  we 
have  an  ambulance  service  which  carries  the  wounded  for  the 
entire  Paris  district,  viz..  it  evacuates  French  wounded  to  all 
the  hospitals  in  Paris,  a  very  valuable  service  in  itself  and  a 
useful  medium  thronj^h  which  to  help  our  .Vllies.  We  have, 
fxxrthermore,  established  a  sanitary  train  for  the  French  which 
goes  to  the  Front  and  brings  back  the  wounded.  The  Ameri- 
can Red  CroBt*  has  tlie  entire  medical  and  surgical  manage- 
ment of  this  train.  An  agreement  under  which  the  hosipital 
and  its  assffciated  undertakings  Jire  directed  gives  u.';  author- 
ity over  them,  but  an  American  Army  officer  is  assigned  to  the 
directorship  of  the  hospital. 

American  Red  Cross  Military  Hospital  No.  1  was  the  first 
American  institution  in  France  to  be  operated  uuder  the  special 
relationship  which  has  been  defined  above  by  the  Judge  Advo- 
cate General  and  others.  It  was  also  a  stnmghold  of  lay  in- 
fluen<!c.  It  had  been  organized  early  in  1914  by  a  committee 
of  Americans.  ^Mrs.  George  Munroe,  the  wife  of  an  American 
banker  who  had  for  many  years  made  his  home  in  Paris,  was 
one  of  the  principal  sponsors  for  and  contributors  to  its  maint^ 
xiaticc!. 
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At  this  point  it  may  be  well  to  iuterpolate  a  word  as  to  the 
method  adopted  by  the  Amerieau  Red  Cross  in  developing  its 
foreign  ut'tivitica.  When  a  commission  entered  a  foreign  coun- 
try, it  first  established  eontact  with  the  members  of  the  Ameri- 
can Embassy  and  Americana  then  resident  there  who  had  al- 
ready won  the  eonfidenec  of  the  local  authorities,  and  made 
them  the  spokesmen  for  the  American  Red  Cross  until  the 
officers  of  the  commission  had  won  local  confideuce,  ^Ir. 
George  Alunroe  was  Iwrn  in  France  and  both  he  and  Mrs.  Mun- 
roe  were  known  to  Parisians.  Mrs.  Munroe  spoke  fluent  French, 
knew  the  conditions  in  French  hospitals  in  and  about  Paris  and 
was  a  staunch  war  worker,  so  she  was  in  an  excellent  position  to 
advise  the  commissioner  about  the  development  of  women^s 
service. 

The  American  Ambulance  had  been  developed  in  1914  and 
in  the  absence  of  Americ^in  nurses  in  Paris,  American  women 
resident  there  had  done  the  pioneer  work.  Mrs.  Munroe  was 
one  of  these;  Mrs.  William  K.  Vanderbilt  was  another,  and 
she  made  the  first  bed  at  the  Neuilly  Ambulance  because,  as 
she  afterwards  stated  to  Miss  Boardman,  there  was  no  one  else 
to  do  it.  After  these  American  women  had  once  become  inter- 
ested in  the  work,  it  was  only  human  nature  that  they  would 
desire  to  continue  it.  An  incident  will  servo  to  show  the  abso- 
lute dearth  of  professional  nurses.  The  Duchess  of  Rohan 
converted  her  Paris  residence  into  a  military  hospital  for 
French  woundrd  nnd  shn  and  her  friends  did  the  nursing.  They 
had  neither  resident  surgeon  nor  chief  nurse  hecause  they  (•ould 
not  get  eitlier;  a  single  doctor  came  in  once  a  day  to  make 
rounds.  The  Duchess  nnd  her  friends  had  had  only  the  most 
elementary  instruction  in  nursing,  yet  they  were  forced  by 
necessity  to  care  for  grands  hlessh,  '"^The  anxiety  we  felt  in 
tr%nng  to  care  for  these  gravely  wounded  men,  many  of  who; 
had  just  come  oflf  the  operating-table/'  (he  DucIichs  said  to  M 
Boardman,  "was  our  greatest  trial.  When  we  had  air  raids, 
they  Wgged  us  to  take  them  d«)wn  to  (he  a/^m  but  we  could  not 
tell  whether  the  moving  of  them  would  br^  fatal  or  not.  If  we 
moved  them  and  they  died,  we  would  be  responsible,  yet  if  they 
were  not  moved,  they  might  be  struck  and  again  we  would  be 
responsible," 

As  the  work  at  the  Ambulance  gijt  under  way,  a  unit  of 
American  nurses,  among  them  many  lied  Cross  nurses,  wm 
sent  over  from  this  country  to  form  the  nursing  staff.    Margaret 
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Dunlopi.  of  lite  Pezusxh-mia  School,  wms  tbe  diief  mine.  She 
and  seTen]  of  dx-  ori^aal  mut,  hovener,  retonsed  in  1916  to 
tbe  Uniied  Si&tes.  As  die  needs  for  die  AmbaluKe  were  in- 
creasiiLe  viiii  ere-rr  jear  of  die  duration  of  die  wmr,  die  nurs- 
ing siAZ  "WAS  e^-Itiwi  bv  die  assignment  of  whatever  nursic^ 
pervjZ-ij^l  vks  trtiUble  in  Paris — severtl  British  nurses,  a 
number  c-f  tire  Anierican  Red  Cross  nur9es  who  had  elected  to 
rem&i:^  ii  fcreirn  service  after  the  recall  of  the  Mercv  Slip 
units,  and  *^«edallv  untrained  American  volunteers  wiio  were 
then  re£:fe.T  ir  Paris  and  who  were  zealous  to  serve- 
In  tLe  g-TT^iTMrT  of  li*17,  the  American  Red  Crc*^  took  over 
the  An^fcliiTKie:,  enlai^ed  and  uulitarized  it  and  assigned  nu- 
m^TC'TLS  Aiaeri^Lii  Red  Crc^ss  nurses  to  durr  as  reserves  of  the 
Armj  y-zTs^  0>rp=.  Di^erences  of  opinion  arose  between  the 
old  aitd  tirf-  n*-Tr  r^ffime.  Esther  V.  Hassan  was  the  first  super- 
intend^!.; cf  tL*-  XiiTv  Xurse  Corps.  Later  she  was  assigned 
as  Lead  i-Tzrse  of  a  Lundred  Armv  "casuals"  who  went  orereets 
in  Joij*--  li'lT.  for  dutv  in  various  American  and  British  hos- 
pitals tL*i  iii  ii**d  of  reinforcements.  She  drew  a  significant 
comittiiioii  herveen  conditions  existing  in  the  English  baaeB 
and  at  American  Red  Cross  Military  Hospital  Na  1: 

Tit*-  f  bcl  that  I  was  in  charge  of  the  unit  on  the  waj  over 

MZ.d  c'lirirz  :b*se  wonderful  eight  days  in  London  came  nigh 
1'^  Tzii^i^  fci.  otherwii*  perfei:t!y  goc»d  nurse,  for  to  be 
"MfcTT'L"  ii.  Engiacd  is  quite  the  most  blissful  experience 
lit:  ba^  eT*-r  cx.me  to  me.  1  never  knew  tiefore  what  a  very 
iiL>:rttLt  j;»ermn  "Matron"  is.  We  have  all  I'ome  to  love  the 
Br.t.-ii    d-riiiilT.      Their   hospital   administration    is   quite 

Wr  f-:-j::-d  the  British  offiC-ers  very  nic-e  also.  They  saluted 
■»L*-i.r"rr  thry  Came  into  the  wan^s  anii  when  we  met  them 
rw^.z*:  sL'-i  their  attitude  was  just  what  it  would  be  to  a 
Ir'.tirr  ori'-^-r.  but.  alas  and  alack,  here  we  are  onc-e  more 
'rkTi/LZ  humble  pie  with  our  own  countryroen!  The  work  was 
bir.  ii:  the  British  bases  but  always  interesting.  We  nurses 
c::  ^-^ery  dressing-  in  the  ward,  chest  <.-b.s^^s.  knee  joints  and 
t!r:.-tat:on=.  whereas  the  doctor  dc»es  even  the  tiny  scratches 
hrTh.  w::h  forceps  and  all  the  pomp  and  fuss  of  the  most 
*:x:rrrrLe  vivii  hospitals. 

Ju-t  at  present  this  whole  hospital  is  being  reorganized  and 
yo-  wi;!  have  to  imairii.e  what  that  means.  We  are  trembling 
f:r  the  nursing  standards,  hut  hope  that  things  will  turn  out 
"i^er.er  when  the  smoke  of  battle  clears  awav.    I  would  like  to 
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tell  you  more  of  the  conditions  here,  hut  upon  studying  th^ 
posted  rules  of  our  energetic  young  ceusor  I  have  decided  U 
follow  the  coun?e!  of  one  of  our  liumorous  publications  whicH 
gave  as  advice  to  the  young  man  aI>out  to  marry,  the  single* 
word,  "Don't !"    Of  course,  you  must  expect  that  we  Ameri- 
cans, youxig  in  this  game  of  war,  would  go  to  many  extremes.^ 

Martlin  St.  John  Eakins  wna  chief  luirso  of  tlic  Amluilanoan 
Ho8pitiiI    and    Frances   B.    Lutiiuur,   one   of  the   nurses  of  th( 
Mercy  Ship  Expedition,  was  Iicr  assistant.     The  hospital  was] 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty  lx?d  capacity.     Later  it  was  enlarged. 

The  second  institution  takt*n  over  by  the  Kcd  Cross  Comraia-J 
sion  for  France  was  the  surgical  hospital  established  in  11)11 
by  Dr.  Joseph  A.  Blake,  of  New  York  City.     This  hospital,^ 
which   wua  subsei^uently  designated   as  American   Red   Ci 
Military  Hospital  Xn.  2,  was  U8e<l  largely  for  fracture  cases. 
Of  this  institution,  Mr.  Patten  wrote: 

Military  Hospital  Xo.  2  contains  three  hundred  beds,  of 
which  one  hundred  are  reserved  for  French  wounded  and  the 
remainder  for  members  of  the  American  Army  and  the  per- 
sonnel of  the  American  Fted  Cross.  In  this*  hospital  is  situ- 
ated our  Kesearch  Laboratory  Xo.  L  where  a  corps  of  Imc- 
teriologists  are  making  valual)le  records  for  the  benefit  of  the 
medical  profession  working  wi(.h  the  Army.  During  the  past 
montlis,  we  have  carried  (»n  in  this  latmratory  a  careful  inves- 
tigation of  some  of  the  cansen  nf  trench  fever.  Bv  means  of 
the  work  of  this  lalwratory  we  are  making  it  possible  to  grasp 
more  thoroughly  the  original  can.ses  of  maladies  common  to 
Boldiers.  There  has  been  no  lack  of  attention  given  to  tJie 
severely  wounde<l.  Through  such  information  as  our  re- 
search Iflboratories  havp  given  ns,  injuries  and  sickness  which 
in  the  rush  of  war  seem  le^s  important  I*ecau8e  less  visible^ 
can  l>e  watched  in  the  first  stages  when  they  are  more  quickly 
and  njore  easily  cured. 

A  third  iustitution  which  the  commission  took  over  early  in 
the  summer  of  1017  was  the  officers'  hospital  established  in 
1015  by  Mrs.  Wiitelaw  Reid  in  the  Rue  dc  (^hevreuso,  in  the 
building  which  had  formerly  housed  her  Club  for  Qirls.  Miss 
EUmnor  R.  While,  a  reserve  nurse,  Army  Nurse  Corps,  was 
the  chief  nurse;  Miss  Agues  F.  James,  Army  Nurse  Corps, 
was  her  assiatant  and  was  also  chief  nurse  of  American  Ri*d 
Croas  Military  Uospitul  No.  112,  an  overflow  hospitaL     Mrs. 
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Reid'ft  hospital  was  designated  as  American  Red  Cross  Mili- 
tary Hospital  No.  3. 

Additional  hospitals  previously  maintained  by  individual 
Americans  were  also  taken  over  during  the  summer  and  fall 
of  1917  by  the  commission.     Of  these,  Mr.  Patten  wrote : 

Tn  the  interests  of  the  French,  the  Red  Cross  assists  four 
other  hospitals  situated  at  Annej,  Cugny,  fivreux  and  Sois- 
Bons.  It  also  supplies  part  of  the  persounel  for  these  hospitals 
to  which  we  have  given  ambulances,  beds,  instrumtMits  aud 
other  medical  and  surf^ical  materials.  The  hospitals  at  Annel, 
Cugny,  t^vreiix  anri  Soissons  were  existing  institutions  and 
are  operated  for  the  French  soldiers. 

The  hospital  at  Evrcux  was  staffed  by  nurses  of  the  original 
Yvotot  Unit  which  National  Headquarters  had  sent  in  Febru- 
ary, 1915,  to  the  Alliance  Hospital.  Dr,  Ralph  Fitch  had 
been  director  and  Mary  M.  Fletcher,  supervising  nurse  of 
the  unit.  In  August,  1915,  Miss  Fletcher  had  resigned  to 
marry  an  Englishman  and  Mary  K.  Nelson  had  been  appointed 
in  her  place.  During  the  same  month,  the  Service  de  Sante 
had  requested  that  Dr.  Fitch  and  the  nurses  take  charge  of 
Military  Hospital  No,  43''''  at  St.  Valery-eu-Caux. 

National  Headquarters  rwalled  its  foreign  units  on  Octo* 
her  Ij  1915,  but  I)n  Filch,  Jliss  Nelsrtn,  ,Ti>sophine  Clay, 
Marion  M.  Rice,  Helen  Spauhliiig  and  Helen  Kerrigan  elected 
to  remain  as  volunteers  at  St.  Valery  in  the  service  of  the 
French.  During  the  following  montlirt  MisF.  Nelson  built  up 
a  strong  nursing  staff,  eon\po9ed  of  American  and  English 
nurses  and  nurses'  aides.  In  September,  1917,  the  French 
Government  moved  the  unit  fnun  St.  Valery  to  fivreux  and 
placed  them  in  charge  of  I'Hopital  Complimentaire  No.  2,  of 
six  hundred  beds. 

When  the  American  Red  Cross  Commission  for  France 
adopted  its  policy  of  coordination  of  existing  relief  agencies,  it 
offered  financial  aid  and  supplies  to  Dr.  Fitch's  hospital.  The 
work  was  largely  orthopedic.  Doris  Petrola,  an  American  Red 
Cross  nurses'  aide  assigned  to  duty  at  iSvreux,  wrote: 

The  two  wards  on  which  I  am  stationed  have  38  French 
bless^  and  everything  looks  weird  at  night.  There  is  no 
light  except  that  from  the  waning  moon  and  from  one  lantern 
covered  with  a  towel.     Arms  and  legs  are  strung  up  in  57 
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varieties  of  angles  and  one's  imagination  may  distort  them 
into  anythiiijLT,  according  to  the  degree  of  indigestion  one  has 
from  the  fookinjj:.  .  .  . 

Shortly  I  will  hear  a  blesse  calling  *'MePs!''  ■  It  is  almost 
time  to  give  the  ^'squirts'*  as  they  call  Dakin  irrigations.  We 
do  everything  but  drink  Dakiiis  liere.  ...  I  am  told  that  the 
woundtt  here  are  very  bad.  I  have  no  means  of  comparison, 
but  I  do  know  that  a  man  injured  at  home  like  the  least 
seriously  wounded  here  would  be  considered  extremely  ill  and 
would  be  surrounded  by  doctors  and  nurses.  ".*  .  .  Aides  were 
badly  needed,  ho  we  were  welcome  and  it  is  a  great  pleasure. 
Often  the  blesses  will  say  "That  makes  henMcoup  iraruil  fur 
you,  Mees";  and  I  can  always  say  nnd  mean  it  in  my  heart 
"Ce  n'est-ce  pas  beaucoup  de  travail  parceque  c'esi  un 
plaisir/' 


The  assumption  of  financial  and  executive  responsibility  for 
thnso  hoapitals  immediately  created  a  need  for  an  exeeutive 
nurse  to  direct  from  the  Paris  hcadquurtcrs  of  the  Commis- 
sion for  Europe  tlic  nursing  service  in  these  institutions.  At 
this  early  date  the  question  of  lay  control  of  professional  nurs- 
ing service  arose,  a  problem  to  persist  until  after  the  signing  of 
the  armistice.  The  Conunission  for  France  desired  to  place 
Mrs.  Munroe  in  charge  of  Amoric^iu  Kfd  Cross  nurses  in 
France.  Through  the  efforts  of  two  influential  American  Red 
Cross  nurses  then  in  France  the  point  of  view  of  American 
Red  Cross  nurses  and  their  desire  for  professional  direction 
was  presented  to  the  ctmuuissioncrs  and  Mrs.  Munroe  was 
given  the  direction  of  the  nurses'  aides,  which  were  known  in 
France  as  atwiliares.  Major  Murphy  cabled  Mr.  Davison  on 
July  lU;  **(Cabie  No.  119).  Please  have  Miss  Delano  select 
a  trained  nurse  to  act  as  head  of  our  nursing  activities  in 
France.  This  woman  is  needed  immediately.  She  should 
Lave  tact  and  exp<?rienc<?  and  be  thoroughly  aubjeet  to  com- 
mand of  officers  in  charge." 

Miss  Delano  acknowledged  receipt  of  this  message  under 
date  of  July  Vi.  Among  the  nurses  of  the  New  York  Hospital 
Unit,  IT.  S.  Army  Base  Hospital  No.  9,  then  equipped  and 
ready  to  sail,  was  Martha  Russell.  Miss  Delano  on  July  17 
requested  her  to  come  to  National  Headquarti^rs  and  upon  her 
arrival  offered  her  the  appointment  as  chief  nurses  of  the 
commission.  Miss  Kussell  accepted  the  position.  ^Iiss 
Delano  wrote  on  July  18  to  Major  Murphy  as  follows  a  letter 
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of  introduction;  '*ThiB  letter  will  introduce  Martba  Ruseelly 
?ho  has  been  selected  at  yoxir  request  to  act  as  a  representative 
if  the  Nursing  Service  under  your  direction  in  Frauce.  Misa 
lusst^ll  has  had  a  good  deal  of  exe<nitive  experieuce  and  is,  1 
•lieve,  well  qualitii-d  for  the  work."  Similar  letters  were 
'rittcn  to  Colonel  Ireland  and  to  Colonel  Winter  and  full  in- 
formation concerning  Miss  Russeirs  appointment  was  re- 
f.>rted  verbally  to  ^I^.  Wadsworth,  then  acting  ehniriium  of 
le  Red  Cross  and  ex-officio  member  of  the  War  Council,  and 
other  interested  officials  at  National  Headquarters.  Miss 
oyes  wrote  on  July  21  to  Mr.  Norton,  of  the  War  Council: 
"Will  you  kindly  cable  to  Major  Murphy  that  Martha  Russell 
is  leaving  New  York  to-day  as  the  representative  of  the  Nursing 
Ser\'ice  in  France  ?" 

An  important  change  of  personnel,  which  was  to  have  direct 
bearing  upon  the  situation  relating  to  the  appointment  of  a 
chief  nurse,  American  Red  Cross  in  France,  had  taken  place 
some  days  before  in  the  Department  of  Militnry  Relief.  The 
Minutes  of  the  Wat*  Council,  meeting  July  11,  recorded  the 
fact  that  **tbe  War  Council  has  been  informed  by  Major  Gren- 
eral  Gorgas  that  Colonel  JefToraon  R.  Kean  has  been  placed  in 
charge  of  the  entire  ambulance  service  in  Frauce  and  has 
therefore  been  withdrawn  fnjm  the  Red  Cross,"  The  siime 
Minutes  stated  that  the  War  Council  had  recommended  to  the 
Executive  Committee  that  John  D.  Ryan,  one  of  its  meniWrs, 
be  appointed  as  Director  General  of  Military  Kelief.  On 
July  13»  Mr.  Ryan  wrote  to  General  Gorgna,  requcflting  that 
Major  Winford  H.  Smith,  some  time  superintendent  of  Johns 
Hopkins  Hospital,  who  was  then  on  duty  in  the  Surgeon 
Generars  office,  lie  detailed  Uy  duty  at  National  Uradquarters 
as  assistant  Director  General  of  Military  Relief,  General 
Bliss,  then  acting  Chief  of  StatT,  U.  S.  A.,  under  Special 
Orders  No.  165,  dated  July  18,  detailed  Major  Smith  to  Na- 
tional Headquarters.*** 

Major  Smith  arrived  at  National  Headquarters  at  a  time 
of  stress  and  because  of  the  mobilization  of  Red  Cross  base 
hospitals  into  active  service,  found  a  heavy  burden  of  work 
awaiting  him.  He  occupied  an  office  on  the  first  floor  of  the 
main  building,  directly  across  the  ball  from  that  which  was 


••Major  Smith  was  appointed  Dirpotor  General  of  the  Department  of 
MiUtary  Relief  at  a  meeting  of  the  Blxecutive  Committee  held  August  31, 
1917. 
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used  by  Miss  Delano  and  Misa  Noyea.     After  hours,  on  the 
night  of  July  20,  while  Major  Smith  was  endeavoring  to  gt 
his  work  in  hand,  the  foHowiug  cable  arrived  at  National  Heai 
quarters  and  was  referred  to  him: 

7:40  P.M. 
July  20,  1917. 

19,686.    Please  communicate  the  following  to  II.  P.  DavU 
son: 

Cable  No.  19G.  Please  ronnuunJL'ate  the  following 
Annie  \V,  Goodrich.  Teachers  College,  Columbia  University! 
quote :  Doctor  Lambert  says  necessary  to  have  someone  com- 
petent to  take  comiilcte  management  of  Ked  Cross  nurses  il 
France  under  him.  You  must  undertake  this  and  report 
once  to  him  in  Paris.     End  quote. 

(signed)  Murphy-IIarjes. 

Major  Smith,  apparently  not  realizing  the  inip4)rtauee  of  coai 
suiting  the  Nursing  Service  before  taking  any  action  on  th< 
above  cable,  that  night  sent  a  copy  of  it  verbatim  to  Miss  Qood^ 
rich,  with  the  following  letter  of  transmittal : 

July  20,  1917. 
My  dear  Madam: 

Mr.  H.  P.  Davison,  chairman  of  the  War  Council  of  thi 
Bed  Cress,  is  in  receipt  of  the  following  cable.    What  shal] 


we  reply  ? 


ery  truly  yours, 

(signed)  W.  H.  Smith.  Major,  M.R.C.,  U.S.- 
Asst.  Director  General,  Mil.  Helief. 


Thus  at  the  beginning  of  the  war  period  the  personality  of-) 
Annie  Warburton  Goodrich  leaped  into  the  arena  of  Ufnl  (^n>sa 
nursing  history  and  remained  an  active  and  complex  factor 
throughout  the  tense  and  sometimes  hysterical  months  w*hicb 
followed.  Hitherto,  as  one  of  the  members  of  the  National 
Committee  on  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service,  she  had  from  tho 
beginning  helped  to  shape  tho  policies  of  t!»e  service. 

Miss  Cfoodrich  came  from  pure  New  Kngland  stock.     Sh< 
was  of  slender  build,  quick  in  her  movements,  with  alert  gray' 
eyes  and  a  highly  organized  nervous  tempi»ramcnt.      Her  bril- 
liant mental  [Xiwers  were  expressed  in  instantane^ius  reuctions 
[And  in  a   flashing,   rupicr-like  wit   which  often   held  a  satiric 
flavor.     Ambition,  fervid   sinceritv   and   staunchness   blended 
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form  a  cliaractor  liighlj  complex  and  not  easy  to  under- 
staud.  She  was  a  continued  pucitist.  HerH  wan  a  practical 
idealism,  beat  secu  in  the  working  out  of  difficult  problems.  She 
had  n  penchant  for  adrainistratiou  which  urnouuted  almost  to 
goniiiR. 

Her  professional  career  was  as  brilliant  as  that  of  any  Ameri- 
can nurse.  She  was  graduated  in  1692  from  the  New  York 
Hospital  School  for  Nurses.  For  seven  years,  she  was  super- 
intendent of  tlie  training  school  and  Matron  of  the  New  York 
Post-Graduate  Hospital.  In  much  the  same  way  that  a  strong 
administrator  is  called  from  one  high  post  to  another  in  the 
business  world,  Miss  Goodrich  was  called  first  to  reorganize  the 
training  school  at  St.  Luke's  Hospital,  New  York  City,  then 
to  the  New  York  Hospital  and  then  to  Bellovue  and  Allied 
Hospitals.  She  then  went  to  Albany,  to  be  inspector  of  train- 
ing schools  under  tlie  Board  of  Kegcnta  of  New  York  State. 
From  that  position  she  was  called  to  Teachers  College  to  in- 
struct in  the  theoretical  phases  of  public  health  nursing  uffili- 
siUhI  with  Henry  Street  Settlement.  In  1017,  nt  tlie  request 
of  the  Surgeon  General,  she  made  an  inspection  trip  through 
the  cantonments  in  the  United  States  aqd  returned  to  the  Sur- 
geon General's  offi(*c  in  Washingtiui  and  organized  the  Army 
School  of  Nursing.  In  lOOo,  Miss  Goodrich  was  president  of 
the  Superintendent's  Society  and  from  11115  to  1918  was  presi- 
dent of  the  American  Nurses'  Association.  From  1013  to  1015, 
she  was  president  of  the  International  Council  of  Nurses. 

At  the  time,  July,  11)17,  when  the  correspondence  between 
Major  Smith  and  Miss  G<todrich  took  place,  the  Nursing  Ser- 
vice was  receiving  an  overwhelming  numljer  of  telegrams  and 
cables  every  day.  In  due  course  of  office  routine,  a  copy  of 
the  Lambert-Goodrich  cable,  No.  106,  was  sent  to  Miss  Noyes' 
de^k.  She  interpreted  the  cable  as  a  request  for  Miss  Good- 
rich's aid  in  obtaining  a  proper  chief  nurse  and  as  Miss  Uus- 
glell  had  already  sailed  when  this  copy  of  Cable  No.  196  came 
to  her  desk,  she  laid  it  aside,  regarding  the  question  as  a  closed 
one  and  neither  she  nor  Miss  Delano  broached  the  subject  with 
Miss  Goodrich. 

Miss  Delano,  as  she  later  stated,  did  not  then  see  a  copy  of 
Cable  No.  100.  On  the  margin  of  a  copy  of  this  cable,  in  the 
Red  Cross  Nursing  Service  files,  there  now  appears  in  Miss 
Delano^B  handwriting  the  words  "never  saw  this/*  No  date  is 
given  as  to  the  time  when  Miss  Delano  wrote  this  phrase  upon 
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tbe  copy,  but  from  events  which  later  took  place,  it  is  probabb 
that  she  saw  it  for  the  first  time  in  October,  l'.)17. 

Some  time  betwec^n  July  21  aud  July  24,  duriug  one  of  i\i%\ 
many  coiifereuces  whieli  took  place  daily  between  Miss  Noy< 
and  Major  Smith,  Major  Smith  asked  Miss  Noyea  if  a  directoi 
of  nursing  for  the  Paris  4>Hfice  had   yet   been  seleeted.      Mina 
Noyes  replied  that  Miss  liuiisell  had  aailed  on  July  21.     Mo9t« 
unfortunately  Major  Smith  did  not  mention  to  Miss  Noyetf' 
the  matter  of  his  letter  to  Miss  Goodrich,  either  then  or  iater^ 
else  the  sequel  might  have  been  different. 

On  July  24,  Miss  Goodrich  wrote  to  Major  Smith : 

I  beg  to  acknowledge  your  communication  of  July  20,,i 
relating  to  the  message  received  by  Mr.  Davison  from  Dr. 
Lambert.  This  letter  only  reached  me  this  morning,  owing 
to  my  absence  from  the  city. 

In  order  thut  there  may  be  no  misunderstanding,  I  nm, 
writing  to  say  that  I  understood  you  to  tell  me  over  the  tele-' 
phone  that  Miss  Martha  HuHsell  had  already  been  sent  to  take' 
the  management  of  Red  Cross  nurses  in  France  and  therefore 
the  matter  was  closed. 

Major  Smith  replied  on  July  27  to  Miss  Goodrich:  "Your 
letter  of  the  24th  is  at  hand,  in  which  you  say  you  understood 
Miss  Martha  Russel]  has  already  been  sent  to  take  the  niannj 
mcnt  of  Ked  Cross  nurses  in  France  and  that  the  matter  is 
therefore  closed.     Your  understanding  is  corrt»et." 

At  the  time  of  this  corrcfspondence  between  Major  Smith  and 
Miss  Goodrich,  Miss  Russfll,  in  complete  ignorance  that  she 
was  embarking  upon  a  task  fi>r  which  another  woman  had  been 
requested,  had  already  sailed  for  France.  Martha  Moutagiie 
Russell  was  born  in  Pittsfield,  Massachusetts,  and  was  aa 
alumna  of  Mount  Holyoke  College.     She  received  her  training' 

^as  a  nurse  at  the  New  York  and  Sloane  Hospitals^  New  York 
*ity.    She  was  for  some  months  a  head  nurse  in  the  Manhattan 

^"Hospital,  New  York  City,  and  later  in  the  Norton  Infirmary,* 
Louisville,  Kentucky.  She  afterwards  did  public  health  nurs- 
ing at  Henry  Street  Settlement.  She  then  lK.*came  assistant 
superintendent   of  the   Providence   Lying-in   Hospital,    Provi- 

;-dence,  Rhode  Island,  and  later  director  of  nursea  of  tlie  West 
Penn  Hospital,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.     She  then  went  to  the  Sloane 

'Maternity   Hospital,    New   York   City,   as   superintendfut    of 
nurses  and  remained  there  for  twelve  years,  until  she  accepted 
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Red  Croea  service.  Her  enrollment^  however,  dated  back  to 
the  year  1908.  Her  nine  months'  service  in  the  piou€)cr  work 
o{  estahlishing  the  American  Red  Croaa  Nursing  Service  in 
"^rancc  brou^it  her  th(;  Florence  Nightingale  Medal  of  the 
[utomntional  Red  Cross. 

Miaa  Rnasell  arrived  in  Paris  on  August  12,  1917.  The 
following  day  she  wrote  Miss  Delano: 

After  a  very  pleasant  interview  with  Major  Murphy,  he 
handed  me  over  to  Dr.  Lambert,  who  is  in  charge  of  the 
medical  and  surgical  work  of  the  Red  Cross,  including  the 
nursing.  Dr.  Lambert  said  the  French  ruling  was  that  any- 
one who  cared  for  the  sick  is  a  nurse.  1  do  hope  our  nurses 
will  be  able  to  show  that  our  Red  Cross  pins  mean  a  whole  lot 
more.  Dr.  Lambert  said:  ''Do  not  question  that  I  am  with 
jon  in  upholding  the  standards  to  the  limit." 

Dr.  Lambert  took  me  <lt)vvn  in  Army  Hcadquarterg  and  I 
met  Colonel  Bradley,  Colonel  Ireland  and  Colonel  Winter. 
I  gave  your  lettcrp  to  the  last  two  gentlemen,  and  they  were 
both  delighted  to  hear  from  you  and  spoke  with  cordial  appre- 
ciation of  the  work  your  courage  and  wisdom  has  accom- 
plished. 

In  this  section  will  be  set  forth  American  Red  Cross  nursing 
service  to  the  sick  and  wounded  of  the  American  Expeditionary 
FoTcee.  Red  Cross  nursing  service  to  the  civilian  population 
of  Europo  will  he  found  in  a  subsequent  chapter. 

Miss  Russell  first  undertook  a  survey  of  the  American  Red 
Cross  hospitals  then  existing  in  France.  She  found  that  the 
staffs  of  these  hospitals  were  all  in  need  of  additional  nurses 
and  that  the  standards  of  nursing  service  existing  in  each  was 
varied  and  differed  from  that  which  the  ^National  Committee 
demanded  should  exist  in  American  Red  ('ross  hospitals.  She 
immediately  l»egan  an  effort  to  standardize  these  services  and 
to  reenforce  them  by  the  assignment  of  nurses  from  the  United 
States.  Under  Commissioner  Murphy^s  or  Major  Perkins' 
oode^ignature,  she  cabled  the  needs  to  Miss  Delano  at  National 
Head<|uarter8.     Miss  Noyes'  division  supplied  the  nurses. 

After  the  nurses  arrived  in  France,  they  were  assigned  to 
duty  singly  or  in  twos,  not  in  large  imits  as  was  the  procedure 
of  the  Army  in  reference  to  its  base  hospitals.  The  Red  Cross 
scale  of  8alari(*8  followed  that  of  the  Army  Nurse  Corps,  Previ- 
ous to  July  9,  191S,  staff  nurses  were  paid  fifty  dollars  a  month, 
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with  ten  dollars  monthly  increase  for  foreigii  service.  Chief 
nurses  received  thirty  dollars  in  addition  to  this  base  pay.  Bj 
Act  of  Congress,  July  0,  11)18»  the  salaries  of  all  members  of  the 
Array  Nurse  Corps  were  increased  ten  dollars  a  month  and  the 
lied  Cross  followed  this  rullnj;  with  reference  to  the  nursoB 
uerving  directly  under  its  auspices  overseas. 

In  addition  to  pressing  demands  for  graduate  nurses.  Miss- 
Russell  faced  an  insistent  denuuid,  from  Red  Cross  ofHciala, 
for  nurses'  aide^.  The  assignment  of  nurses'  aides  to  foreign 
service  offered,  however,  opportunity  for  many  diflerences  of 
opinion  in  the  War  Department,  at  National  Headquarters, 
among  the  members  of  the  Paris  office  and  among  physicians 
and  nurses  in  foreign  service.  The  decision  of  General  Gorgjas 
rendered  immediately  Ix^fore  the  mobilization  of  the  first  six 
base  hospitHi  units,  definitely  barred  untrained  women  from 
the  military  hospitals  of  the  American  Expeditionary  Forct«. 
This  decision  was  repeated  in  a  second  ruling  transmitted 
September  20,  1U17,  by  Colonel  G.  E.  Bushnell  to  Miss  Noye«: 

The  Surgeon  Ocnprnl  directs  me  to  state  that  in  view  of  the 
large  number  of  grailuate  nurses  available  and  the  additional 
large  number  which  are  now  being  trained,  it  is  not  thought 
necessary'  to  inaugurate  any  measures  fur  the  training  of 
volunteer  nurses  at  the  present  time. 

The  views  of  General  Bradley,  the  chief  surgeon  of  the 
American  ExpcHiitionary  Forces,  seemed  to  corn^pond  with 
those  of  General  Gorgas  in  the  desire  to  exclude  nurses'  aides 
entirely  from  military  hospitals.  General  Ireland  had  faith 
that  their  services,  if  properly  directed,  might  result  in  great 
benefit  both  to  patient  and  nurse.  In  a  letter  written  Decem- 
ber 10,  1917,  Miss  Russell  reported  General  Winter's  attitude: 

Just  a  line  to  tell  you  that  at  a  meeting  of  the  medical 
committee  tliis  evening,  your  old  friend,  Colonel  Winter, 
quashed  the  plan  that  the  people  here  had  been  concocting  for 
getting  aides  for  convalescent  hospital  work  over  here.  He 
said  that  one  good  nurse  who  knew  her  buninefs  was  worth 
twenty  aides  and,  with  the  orderlies  and  convalescent  patients 
to  lielp  ber,  would  take  better  care  of  the  patients  than  the 
aides.  lie  said  they  could  use  them  in  the  cantonments  if 
they  wante<l  to,  but  tlmt  they  did  not  want  them  in  France 
for  the  soldient  unless  it  was  much  more  important  than  it 
appeared  at  present. 
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The  first  important  development  of  tbe  aide  problem  ap- 
peared in  a  cable  (No.  4;'j() )  dati'd  August  21,  1917,  in  whii-h 
Commissioner  PerkinH  refjuefited  that  a  bureau  to  pass  on  all 
auxiliary  hospital  workers  to  l>e  assigned  to  overseas  service 
be  established  at  National  Headquarters  under  the  director  of 
the  Wonmn*8  Bureau,  On  Septoniber  12  Major  Perkins  cabled 
again  that  the  Nursing  Bureau  in  France  had  been  divided, 
"Miss  Tiussell  taking  graduate  trtiined  nurseH  and  Mrs.  MniiriM? 
auxiliary  nurses  not  graduates  of  training  schixils."  This  plan 
of  organization  contemplated  that  Mrs.  Munroe's  bureau  should 
be  a  sub-bureau  of  Miss  RusselTs  department. 

The  responsibility  for  the  training  and  direction  of  nurses' 
aides  had  been  intrusted,  it  will  be  remembered,  to  the  National 
Committee  on  Ked  Cross  Nursing  Service.  Miss  Delano  and 
Miss  Noyes  therefore  considered  that  the  creation  of  this  sub- 
bureau  with  an  untrained  womau  as  director,  would  present 
opportunity  for  possible  division  of  authority  and  they  made 
vigorous  protest  against  it  to  the  War  Council.  After  some 
further  discussion  by  cable,  Mr.  Davison  on  September  IT  sent 
the  following  message  drafted  by  Miss  Noyes: 

Bureau  Nursing  feels  strongly  inadvisability  separating 
hospital  auxiliary  workers  from  Nursing  Service.  Establishes 
precedent  contrary  to  Hcd  Cross  regulations  and  policy  of 
Surgeon  Generals.  Nursing  Service  recommends  Martha 
Eakins,  chief  nurse  of  American  Ambulance,  if  acceptable  to 
Misfl  Russell,  as  head  auxiliary  hureau.  Believe  that  this  will 
accomplish  purpose  desired  and  insure  efficiency  of  hospital 
service. 


The  discussion  then  dragged  along  by  letter  and  eablc  until 
Major  Perkins  suggested  on  October  15  that  tlie  whole  vexa- 
tions question  be  *'tabled"  for  the  present. 

In  the  meantime,  Miss  Hnasell  was  organizing  a  I-oeal  Com- 
mittee on  Red  Cross  Nursing  Sen'ice  in  Paris,  which  would 
undertake  upon  authorization  from  National  Headquarters  the 
enrollment  in  the  American  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service  of 
American  nurses  then  in  Europe.  The  work  she  was  doing  in- 
cluded distribution  of  extra  winter  equipment  to  nurses  of  tlie 
Red  Cross  base  hospitals,  then  militarized  and  in  service  with 
tbe  British  and  American  Expeditionary  Forces;  the  welcom- 
ing of  nurs<»s  coming  abroad  for  assignment  to  the  U.  S.  Medi- 
cal Corps;  and  assistance  in  the  development  of  American  Red 
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Cross  relief  to  tlie  (riviliau  population  of  France  and  Belgium. 
In  the  bulletin  published  on  NovLMuber  13  by  the  Paris  eom- 
inission  appeared  a  notice  stating  tliat  fourteen  ebief  nursea 
from  base  hospitals  of  the  British  Expeditionary  Forces,  the 
American  Expeditionary  Forces  and  the  Red  Croas  attended 
Miss  Knsseirs  conferences. 

In  addition  to  the  American  Red  Cross  military  hospitals 
and  American  Red  Cross  hospitals,  the  Commission  for  Europe 
also  established  and  maintained  dispensariea  to  serve  the 
American  Expeditionary  Forces.  As  United  States  troops 
were  landed  in  France  in  increasing  numbers,  they  needed  dis* 
peusary  service  and  the  ^ledical  Department  re<]ue8ted  the 
commission  to  supply  it.  The  first  dispensaries  were  eatal)- 
[lished  at  the  ports  of  debarkation,  Bordeaux,  Brest,  Lorient 
Cind  St.  Nuzaire  and  along  the  line  of  communications  at 
|Kantea,  Neuilly  and  Paris.  A  full  list  of  these  dispensaries 
may  be  found  in  the  Appendix. 

An  interesting  system  was  worked  out  at  Neufchatcau 
whereby  traveling  dispensaries  attached  to  a  central  hospital 
served  United  States  divisions  then  in  training  centers  in  the 
aurr*.itmding  districts.  Of  this  service,  which  resembled  the 
extra-cantounient  work  of  the  Federal  Public  Health  Service  in 
the  United  States,  Mr.  Patten  wrote: 

Our  dispensary  service  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  services 
developed  Ijy  this  division.  With  its  center  at  NeufchSteau, 
where  wc  have  t^stablighed  a  hospital  in  connection  with  it, 
the  W4»rk  1ms  been  planned  to  cover  tlie  surrounding  territory 
wherever  tlie  French  civil  popiihition  required  medical  atten- 
tion. Most  of  tlie  French  do<*torK  are  in  the  service  of  the 
Army,  so  that  in  some  of  the  smaller  towns  there  is  no  native 
doctor  or  at  l>est  one  too  old  tf)  care  for  all  tlie  ixdmhitants. 
Towns  where  there  were  sufficient  native  dtx^tors  and  equip* 
ment  were  passed  over  in  organizing  our  routes. 

Keeping  this  iM)liiy  in  mind,  we  drew  up  different  itin- 
eraries MO  that  onr  amhulances  could  visit  the  various  dispen- 
saries at  least  oiico  every  othir  day.  We  have  now  forty  of 
these  dispensari(*fi  and  a  corps  of  eleven  Americai*  Red  Croas 
nurses  in  this  scrviir.  The  doctors  are  aasijjntHl  by  the  United 
States  Army  and  work  under  the  direction  of  the  American 
Red  Cross, 

Infirmaries  for  American  troops  at  rest  stations  and  at  two 
aviation  camps  were  niso  ostabltshod  and  maintained  by  the 


THE  EUROPEAN  WAR 


54>9 


CommiBsion  for  France.  Con  va  lost -out  and  n'st  homes  com- 
prised another  t;ype  of  American  Rvd  (^ro8S  nu?dieal  service  to 
American  trof^js.  At  tliese  homes,  officers,  enlisted  men  and 
Army  nnrseB  fonnd  agreeable  snrroundingp  and  healthy  reerea- 
tion.  One  of  these  was  established  in  the  Hotel  Regina  at 
Biarritz,  overlooking  the  sea.  Here  there  was  golf,  tennis  and 
bathing  and  owners  of  neighboring  villas  extended  their  hos- 
pitality to  convaleseents,  or  to  war-weary  men  and  women  on 
their  precious  fourteen  days*  leave. 

As  the  American  Red  Cross  in  France  developed  this  exten- 
sive military'  program  and  the  even  more  elaborate  program  of 
eiviliun  relief  and  child  welfare  work  to  be  deseril)ed  later,  the 
officials  at  Paria  headquarters  grew  more  and  more  insistent 
in  their  demands  for  nurses.  If  large  numbers  of  graduate 
nurses  were  not  available,  they  arg\ied,  then  send  ns  the  pax^ 
tially  trained  aides  we  have  wlready  recommended.  They  had 
already  in  many  eases  cabled  directly  to  these  women.  On 
November  13,  ^Mjijor  Perkins  cabled  to  National  Heudtiuarters 
for  thirty  aides  to  be  sent  over  as  rapidly  as  possible,  to  Ixt  used 
in  connection  with  I-ied  Cross  civilian  relief  in  France.  Again 
Miss  Delano  and  Miss  Noyes  tried  to  strengtlicn  ili.ss  Russell's 
position  and  sent  the  following  reply»  Cable  tiOOO,  which  was 
transmitted  by  Mr.  Davison  to  Major  Murphy: 

Nurging  Sen'ice  asks  that  Ked  Cross  nurses  and  nurses' 
aides,  p«id  or  volunteer,  be  requested  through  Martha  Rus- 
sell as  needed.  In  rooperation  with  prominent  public  health 
nurses,  groups  of  publir  health  workers  liave  already  been 
organized.  We  maintain  list  of  selected  and  carefully  prepared 
aides. 


It  will  be  remembered  that  the  aides  trained  for  the  first 
fifty  Red  Cross  base  hospitals  were  enrulled  at  National  Head- 
quarters. The  decision  of  the  War  Department  not  to  utilize 
their  services  had  already  bnnight  much  d«!ropatnry  criticism 
upon  the  Nursing  Service.  8hoidd  National  Head<]uartcra 
decide  fjo  accept  uuxiliary  helpers  in  Red  Cross  hospitals,  tliese 
nursefl*  aides  should  in  justice  Ik'  tlie  first  to  be  sent  nut.  Mem- 
bers of  the  Commission,  however,  cabled  insistently  for  indi- 
viduals whom  they  personally  knew.  Mr.  Davison  attempted  to 
clear  up  this  and  other  aspects  of  the  situation  in  a  cable 
(No.  6114)  of  November  10,  drafted  by  Miss  Noyes: 
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We  are  receiving  cables  from  you  for  nurses  and  nurses^! 
aides  requested  through  various  sources.  Highly  importaat 
that  these  should  he  secured  through  Red  Cross  Xursiu^j 
Service  at  Washijigton  or  their  representative  iu  Paris.  la 
connection  with  base  hospitals  here  and  in  France,  a  lflrg©| 
number  of  women  have  been  prepared  who  meet  established 
Red  Cross  requirements  and  are  available  for  duty  if  needed. 
Agreement  with  State  Department  confines  requests  for  pass- 
ports to  Reil  Cross  workers  who  have  been  fully  investigated. 
As  we  are  held  responsible  for  all  workers,  it  seems  hardly 
fair  to  them  or  to  nurses'  aides  whom  wc  have  enrolled  to  ask 
for  passports  unless  we  make  selection  through  our  Nursingj 
Service.  If  Miss  Russell  is  not  capable  of  assuming  thiB, 
responsibility,  she  could  be  replaced.  We  have  l>eifn  assured 
that  she  Is  worthy  of  your  entire  confidence.  Mr!».  Munroe, 
and  others  who  have  been  doing  splendid  work  in  France 
could  no  doubt  be  helpful  as  an  advisory  committee. 

The  office  of  the  chief  mirso  novr  borame  the  subject  of  a 
cross-fire  of  cables  and  letters.  Miss  Russell,  instead  of  being 
a  member  of  Major  Murphy's  immedinte  staif  and  a  member  of 
the  (\mnnission  for  Europe,  n  position  which  would  have  given 
her  administrative  freedom  and  access  to  all  bureaus  and  de- 
partments of  the  commissions  for  France,  Italy  and  other  coun- 
tries, had  been  assigned  to  Major  Lambert's  staff,  in  the  De- 
partment of  Militarv  Affairs  of  the  Conunisi^ion  for  France. 
However,  she  was  expected  to  provide  nursing  service  for  ci» 
vilian  as  wxdl  as  military  relief  in  all  parts  of  Europe,  yet  her 
contact  with  the  commissioner  and  with  directors  of  the  other 
departments  was  through  the  chief  of  her  department.  Major 
Lambert.  Miss  Delano  and  Miss  Noyes  at  National  Head- 
quarters had  direct  jxTSonal  contact  with  the  members  of  the 
War  Council  and  heads  of  important  sen'ices  and  they  natu- 
rally thought  that  their  representative  in  France,  Miss  Rus- 
sell, had  similar  freedom  and  prerogatives.  They  held  iliss 
Russell  resjHMisible  for  the  development  of  a  service,  for  uhicb 
silt*  lack<'d  the  anthtirity  to  make  such  a  devcl(»pment  ih»ssible. 
The  organization  of  the  Nursing  Service  at  Paris  headquarters 
in  11)17  was  thus  manifestly  unsound,  and  on  December  13 
Miss  Kussell  recommended  to  Major  Lambert  that  a  reorgani- 
sation Ix*  effected  whereby  tj^e  Nurses'  Bureau  would  l)e  trans- 
ferred from  the  Department  of  Military  Affairs  to  tiie  admin- 
istrative? staff  of  the  C-omraissioner  for  Fruuce,  wbere  it  would 
bo  in  a  position  to  serve  all  departments  and  bureaus.    Unfortii- 
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Bfitely,  Major  Laniln^rt  was  on  receipt  of  this  letter  on  tlie  point 
of  startiug  uu  u  lield  trip,  but  Ite  as8ured  Miss  KuhscH  thut  ou 
hia  return  her  rcconuiieiidation  would  Ix;  put  into  eifeet.  *'0n 
his  return,"  wrote  Miss  Kussfll  to  Miss  Xoyes,  "his  power  waa 
gone.''  Dr.  Lambert  in  Jiuuiarv,  11>18,  became  director  of 
the  Medical  Department  of  the  commission  and  Dr.  C.  C. 
Burlingame,  with  Dr.  W.  E.  Clark  as  his  assistant,  succeeded 
Major  Lambert  as  chief  of  the  medical  and  surgical  divisiona 
of  the  Military  Atfaira  Department. 

The  entire  situation,  both  in  Washington  and  Paris,  was 
swiftly  approaching  serious  misunderstanding,  as  may  be  seen 
in  a  letter  written  December  10,  1917,  by  Major  Lambert  to 
Dr.  R,  M.  Pearce,  then  chairman  of  the  National  Medical 
Board  at  Red  Cross  Ileadquartera. 

...  If  T  ask  for  nurses  November  9  and  six  weeks  later 
find  the  national  department  in  Washington  still  asking 
questions  as  to  what  I  want  nurees  for,  it  strikes  me  that 
something  is  MTong  with  the  Washington  end.  Will  you  not 
use  your  endeavor  to  make  them  realize  that  we  are  not  ask- 
ing for  people  here  unless  we  need  them  and  we  are  not  asking 
for  nurees  unless  we  need  them  as  nur.<es  to  do  nursing  work? 

It  is  a  growing  conviction  with  Comnusiiioner  Perkins, 
myBclf  and  all  ooneemeil  thnt  we  mupt  have  a  ro9<*rve  of 
nurses  to  supply  those  who  are  sick  and  convalescing  and  to 
meet  various  demands  that  we  cannot  foresee.  Therefore, 
please  make  a  serious  requept  to  the  notiotml  (lei)arlnient  in 
Washington  that  they  cease  to  block  the  supply  of  nurses  that 
come  here. 


The  first  urgent  need  of  the  commission,  as  it  has  been  said 
before,  was  for  nurses  to  undtTtakc  the  many  i>r(»jcct8,  both 
civil  and  military,  of  the  American  Red  Cross  in  France.  The 
pioneer  American  Red  Cross  pediiitric  unit  which  liad  sailed 
for  France  early  in  August,  1917,  had  included  in  its  personnel 
only  one  nurse,  Elizabeth  Ashe,  who  later  iH-came  chief  nurse 
of  the  American  Red  Cross  Childrrn'a  liurcflu.  The  second 
pediatric  unit  had  included  among  its  personnel  ten  American 
Red  Cross  nurses  especially  trained  in  child  welfare  work;  it 
embarked  in  September  for  France.  A  tliird  unit  of  about 
fifteen  public  health  nurses  had  sailed  early  in  November  and  a 
fourth  unit  of  approximately  twenty-five  child  welfare  nurses 
was  under  process  of  organization  in  November,  at  the  time  when 
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Major  Lambert's  letter  to  Doctor  Pearce,  as  quoted  above,  waft 
received  at  National  Headquarters,  Miss  Noyes  and  her  co- 
workers were  tlien  combing  the  country  for  nurses  to  supply 
these  and  the  military  needs.  The  Army  alone  was  asking  for 
nurses  U)  staff  fifty  additional  base  hospitals  over  and  aixne  the 
nurses  of  the  firKt  fifty  base  hospitals,  was  calling  for  hospital 
units  and  emergency  detachments  and  large  numbers  of  "casu- 
als'*;  the  Navy  and  tlie  United  States  Public  Health  Service 
were  looking  to  the  Tied  Cross  for  thoir  reserves. 

An  exTremely  important  responsibility  confronted  the  Red 
Cross:  If  nurses  sliould  be  recklessly  drawn  into  military  servico 
from  civilian  hospitals  and  public  health  nursing  organizations, 
these  civilian  hospitals  and  public  health  nursing  organizations 
would  be  forced  to  close  their  doijrs  and  to  discontinue  their 
visiting  nursiiig,  witli  the  result  that  the  health  of  the  civilian 
population  would  suffer.  War  conditions  were  already  taxing 
the  strength  of  the  civilian  p<»pn]ation,  yet  upon  them  depended 
the  manufacture  of  war  supplies,  the  financing  of  war  loflua 
and  the  general  ei*onomic  stability  of  the  United  States  and^ 
Europe.  Unfamiliarity  with  nursing  conditions  in  the  Unit^xl^ 
States  led  Major  Lambert  to  use,  in  his  letter  to  Dr.  Pearce,, 
the  words  "please  make  a  serious  request  to  the  national  de- 
partment in  Washington  that  they  cease  to  block  the  supply  of 
nurses  that  come  here,"  but  the  words  brought  a  certain  ironical 
amusement  to  Alias  Delano  and  Miss  Noyes  when  the  letter  was' 
n!ferr<!ti  to  them.  In  a  letter  addresst^d  NovemU-r  22  to  Misa 
Russell,  Miss  Noyes  had  already  protested  against  the  extrava- 
gant demands  for  nurses  which  the  Paris  ollice  was  making; 

We  realize  that  you  will  have  a  great  deal  of  work  to  do  iai 
organ izini;  your  forces,  and  pU-ase  (lo  not  hesitate  to  call  upoij^j 
us  for  aHfistanee  when  neeile<l.  We  are  setruring  nurses  au( 
nnrsoK*  ni'Jes,  selecting  them  from  the  base  hospitals  wliicl 
had  pre])ured  groups  for  serviee,  as  rapidly  as  i>ossibIe. 
hoiJe  the  Red  Croes  Commisi^ion  for  France  is  not  expecting 
to  supply  nurses  for  all  the  French  civil  hospitals,  for  there  itj 
no  nurfting  service  in  the  world  which  could  meet  such  sj 
demand  as  that  We  can.  however,  ae  we  told  you  before  yoaJ 
left,  meet  the  military  needs  in  France  and  in  this  countrji 
aud  supply  public  health  and  welfare  workers,  organizing! 
nurses  and  thow*  for  base  hospitals,  but  I  do  not  see  how  w»j 
could  po^ibly  supply  an  unlimited  number  of  nurses  to  civil! 
hospitals. 
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May  I  stale  here  that  we  have  thirty-two  cantonment  hos- 
pitals in  this  country,  each  one  calling  for  a  staff  of  from 
sixty-five  to  out*  hundred  nurses,  and  tliese  we  are  supplying 
at  the  present  time.  In  addition  we  have  nil  the  regular 
Army  posts  and  the  base  hospitals  on  the  border.  The  more 
you  know  about  conditions  over  here  and  the  strength  of  our 
Red  Cross  Nursing  Scrvirc  at  home,  the  better  prepared  you 
■will  be  to  meet  conditions  abroad. 


On  December  26,  Major  Perkins  cabled  Mr.  Davison: 
"Situation  makes  it  imperative  Miss  Goodrich  of  Nursing 
Service  be  sent  to  France  as  soon  as  possible." 

Two  months  before,  Miss  Delano  had  learned  for  the  first 
time  and  under  embarrassing  conditions  that  Miss  Ooodrieh'a 
aen'ices  had  been  requested  as  chief  nurse  of  tlie  American 
Red  Cross  overseas.  During  a  meeting  of  the  National  Com- 
mittee on  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service  held  on  October  26,  1917, 
at  the  Atlantic  Division  headquarters  in  New  York  City,  Miss 
Maxwell  brought  up  a  leading  question  regarding  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  chief  nurse,  American  Red  Cross  in  France.  Miss 
Delano  replied  that  this  appointment  was  a  Red  Cross  ad- 
ministrative matter,  not  a  pniblera  of  policy  which  belonged 
to  the  National  Committee.**  Brisk  discussion  followed,  dur- 
ing the  course  of  which  one  member  asked  why  Miss  Goodrich 
had  not  been  sent,  especially  in  view  of  the  fact  that  her  ser^'ices 
as  chief  nurse  hud  been  specifically  requested  by  Dr.  Lam- 
bert. Miss  Delano  and  Miss  Noyes  looked  at  rach  other  in 
blank  bewilderment.  Miss  Delano  was  in  complete  ignorance 
of  the  entire  situation.  Miss  Noyes  had  wholly  failed  to 
identify  Cable  No.  106  as  a  request  for  Miss  G<M)drich'B  per- 
sonal services  as  chief  nurse.  Furtlier,  she  had  not  seen  a  copy 
of  the  ca^le  until  after  Miss  Russell  had  sailed. 

Miss  Lillian  Wald  remarked  that  it  was  self-evident  that 
neither  Miss  Delano  nor  Miss  Noyes  knew  anything  about  a 
request  for  Miss  Goodrich's  sen'ices,  or  Miss  Goodrich's  and 
Major  Smith's  correspondence,  and  she  accordingly  told  them 
the  various  facts  in  the  case.  Miss  Goodrich  h'^rsclf  stated 
at  thia  meeting  that  she  had  first  interpreted  the  cable,  just  as 
Miss  Noyes  did,  to  be  a  request  for  her  help  in  nominating  the 
chief  nurse,  not  a  request  for  her  personal  services.  She 
later  ^vrote  that  ".  .  •  as  I  recall  the  discussion  at  the  com- 

*  For  this  reason,  no  record  of  ihia  discussion   !b  to  be  found  in  the 
Minutes  of  the  Natiunal  Committee  on  this  meeting. 
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mittee  meeting  referred  to,  the  (|tiestion  was  not  so  much  as  to 
why  I  was  not  appointed,  but  why  the  selection  of  the  appointee 
for  this  important  overseas  position  was  not  brought  to  the 
Red  Cross  roinniittee  on  nnrHiti^  for  suggestions  ,  ,  ."  •***  But 
it  may  be  stated  that  the  wording  of  Cable  No.  119  was  so  per- 
emptory that,  even  if  Miss  Delano  had  agreed  that  the  ap-^j 
poin.tnieut  was  a  matter  for  the  National  Committee,  she  wouldl^H 
have  hesitati'd  to  delay  it  long  enough  to  get  in  touch  with  the 
membership  of  this  body*  The  Advisory  Committee  of  the 
National  Committee  was  not  organized  imtil  two  days  alter 
Miss  Russell  had  sailed.  However,  Miss  Delano  and  Miss 
Noyes,  had  they  previously  Ijecn  in  possession  of  all  this  in- 
formation, would  have  liad  little  reason  to  believe  that  Miss 
Goodrich  would  l>e  interested  in  a  more  or  less  subordinate 
administrative  position  with  the  American  Red  Cross  in  France. 
She  was  then  director  of  nurses  at  Henry  Street  Settlement, 
associate  professor  in  the  Department  of  Nursing  and  Health, 
Teachers  College,  and  president  of  the  American  Nurses'  A»- 
sociation.  ^^M 

Wi8s  Delano  and  Miss  Noyes  had  returned  to  National  Heack^H 
quarters,  considerably  chagrined  that  nurses  outside  the  Hed 
Cross  organization  should  have  known  more  about  Red  Cross 
administrative  correspondence  than  did  they.  After  some 
deliberation,  Afiss  Delano  on  November  20  wrote  Miss  Good- 
ricL  and  asked  her  if  she  would  consider  going  to  Franco  as 
chief  luirse  of  the  Auurican  Red  Cross.  Under  date  of 
December  11,  Miss  Goodrich  wrote  Miss  Delano: 

It  seems  to  me  important  that  you  should  have  as  clear  a 
statement  as  possible  of  my  attitude  towards  the  matter 
concerning  which  you  MTule  me  November  20»  and  that  I 
discussed  with  yourself  and  Mr.  [George]  Scott  [then 
director  of  divi«;ion  organization  at  National  Headquarters] 
in  Washington  Inst  week. 

T  l)eg  you  to  believe  that  I  deeply  appreciate  the  honor  of 
being  asked  by  the  Red  Cross  to  go  to  France  in  this  capacity, 
but  as  I  consider  the  matter,  and  I  am  sure  you  will  under- 
stand that  I  have  given  it  the  deepest  oonpideration,  I  cannot 
feel  thnt  T  should  W'  justified  in  severing  line?  of  work,  the 
important  bearing  of  which  on  the  present  situation  I  do  not 
believe  1  exaggerate,  to  atiKume  for  an  indefinite  jieriod  the 

•See  letter  written  December  17,  1921,  by  A.  W.  GoodHeb  to  CIvft  D, 
Koyea. 
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work  in  France  as  you  present  it  in  your  letter,  or  even  in  its 
wider  at^peL'ts  uh  presented  by  Mr.  liicott.  I  appreciate  that  a 
survey  of  tlie  sitiuition  is  important  to  enable  a  wise  determi- 
nation of  the  p^dirien  of  Uie  Wed  Cross  relating  to  the  nursing 
care  to  be  rendered  by  our  women  in  France,  but  such  a 
survey,  I  am  convinL-ed,  would  be  of  limited  value  if  it  did 
not  include  a  stutly  of  Uie  nursing;  sitvmtioii  in  our  hospitals 
on  the  other  side  as  well  as  the  public  health  Held.  1  believe 
that  only  under  the  highest  governmental  authority  would  the 
task  be  possible.  Ii  the  siirvey  could  be  made  under  such 
authorization  and  it  is  felt  that  I  am  the  person  to  be  en- 
trusted with  so  important  and  ditlicult  missiuu,  1  should^  of 
course,  be  ready  to  go. 


Upon  receipt  of  Major  Perkins'  request  of  December  26 
for  iliss  Goodrich's  assignment  to  the  Paris  office,  Miss  De- 
lano immediately  submitted  to  Mr.  Scott  Miss  Goodrich's 
letter,  quoted  above.  To  a  general  statement  of  the  situation, 
Miss  I)clano  added  the  fallowing  recommendation;  "I  would 
suggest  that  a  letter  be  sent  the  Surgeon  General,  including  this 
statement  of  Miss  Goodrich's,  thus  placing  up».)n  him  the  re- 
sponsibility for  a  decision." 

However,  the  Red  Cross  did  not  ask  the  Surgeon  General 
to  empower  Miss  Goodrich  witli  governmental  authority  to  make 
a  survey  of  military  and  Red  Cross  hospitals  in  France^.  Miss 
Delano  stattsl  the  following  reasons  in  a  memorandum  prepared 
January  9,  1918,  for  Mr.  Scott: 

Some  time  ago  I  requested  Miss  Goodrich  to  accept  service 
in  France  as  the  representative  of  the  American  Red  Cross 
Department  of  Nursing.  At  the  time  she  stated  to  me  that  if 
she  were  to  go  she  wonld  not  wish  to  assume  Miss  Russell's 
responsibilitjes  and  should  desire  that  either  she  or  someime 
else  remain  in  the  Paris  oftice.  She  expressed  lierself  as 
willing  to  go  over  to  make  a  survey  of  the  nursing  situation 
generally,  including  tlie  military  hospitals. 

I  requested  Miss  Goodrich  to  send  me  a  statement  in  regard 
to  the  matter  and  am  sending  with  this  her  letter.  I  have 
conferred  with  Dr.  Ward  "^  and  Mr.  Swan  "  concerning  ilie 

"Dr.  Kdwin  St.  John  Ward,  an  Bfte^istant  Burgeon  in  the  Department  of 
^lilitjtry  AfTairs  of  tlie  Aujcricaii  Red  C'roas  C'uiiiinisKion  for  Kranee,  llien 
in  the  L'nited  Staten;  lflt**r  appointed  coinniMHioner  fur  Palestine. 

"Major  Joseph  K.  Swun.  dircetor  of  thr  Paris  Bureau  of  Supplioa  and 
ao  executive  in  varioua  administrative  capacities  in  the  Department  of 
Military  AfTaira  of  the  Cominitisioa  for  France. 
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duties  required  of  the  representatives  of  the  United  States  ia 
Paris,  ana  they  both  agreed  that  supervision  or  inspection  of 
the  nursing  service  in  miliUiry  hospilals  was  not  fontem-i 
plated.  I  liave  also  consulted  with  Dr.  Pearce  as  to  the 
desirability  of  sug*,'esting  such  supervision  to  the  Surgeon 
General's  office  and  he  too  thinks  that  it  would  be  undesirable 
at  this  time. 

Under  these  rirrumstances  and  in  view  of  Miss  Ooodrich*a 
evident  unwillingness  to  go  to  France  for  Red  Cross  work 
alone.  I  would  suggest  that  a  cable  be  sent,  stating  Miaa 
Goodric'hV  pot^ition  in  the  matter. 

We  have  recently  sent  Blanche  E.  Eldon  to  act  aa  Mi&a 
RuspclTs  assiHtnnt.  This  fact  might  also  be  noted  in  the 
cablegram.  I  feel  sure  that  both  Miss  Russell  and  Miss  Eldon 
would  be  willing  to  accept  any  decision  reached  by  the  Red 
Cross. 

I  have  hesitated  to  select  another  nurse  in  this  country  forj 
service  in  France,  as  1  know  of  no  one  at  the  moment  who 
would  he  in  any  way  familiar  with  the  situation.  1  am 
wondering  if  you  might  not  think  it  desirable  to  suggest  to 
Major  Perkins  that  he  request  Mary  Nelson's  release  from 
Dr,  Fitch*8  hospital.  She  has  been  there  since  1914  as  chief! 
nurse  and  is  spoken  of  vor}'  highly  by  people  returning  from, 
France.  Mr.  Swan  has  met  her  and  can  give  you  further 
information  regarding  her  ability.  It  is  possible  tliat  Miss 
Russell  or  Miss  Eldon  might  be  acceptable  to  Dr.  Fitch  as  her 
substitute. 

Mr.  Davison  cabled  to  Major  Perkins  January  11,  1918: 
"Nursing  Service  suggest  you  obtain  release  if  acceptable  to  you 
of  Mary  Nelson  of  l)r.  Fitch's  hospital  to  relieve  Mi.^s  RnssfU 
who  might  b<>  acceptable  to  Dr,  Fitch  to  replace  Miss  Nelson. 
Unable  to  obtain  sen'ices  of  Annie  Goodrich." 

To  Miss  Goodrich,  Miss  Delano  wrote  January  12: 

I  have  had  several  iH>nferences  with  members  of  the  Red 
Cross  comnnssion  who  have  recently  returned  from  France, 
in  regard  to  the  special  matter  in  connection  with  our  work 
there. 

It  does  not  seem  desirable  at  this  time  for  the  Red  Cross  to 
ask  the  Surgeon  OeneraFs  office  to  confer  upon  their  repre- 
sentative in  France  definite  authority  in  regard  to  the  mili- 
tarv  hospitals. 

i  greatly  re-gret  that  you  do  not  feel  justified  in  going  to 
Europe  for  the  Red  Cross  alone,  but  the  members  of  the 
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commisfiion  who  have  recently  been  here  assure  me  that  the 
duties  which  they  have  in  mind  for  this  position  do  not 
involve  any  authority  in  conuettion  with  the  military  hoapi^ 
tals  and  that  any  attempt  to  secure  such  authority  would 
probably  not  be  acceptable. 

Regretting  that  it  has  not  been  possible  to  make  satisfactory 
arrangements  and  appreciating  greatly  your  interest  in  tJie 
matter,  believe  me.  etc. 

On  January  19,  1918,  Dr.  Lambert  cabled  directly  to  Miss 
Goodrich :  **Have  repeatedly  cabled  for  you  in  last  three  months. 
Is  there  auything  to  prevent  your  coming?  Answer  me  per- 
sonally." 

Miss  Goodrich  cabled  to  Dr.  Lambert  on  January  21 :  "Work 
here  for  civilians  and  soldiers  too  important  to  justify  abandon- 
ment unless  given  government  authority  to  inquire  into  and 
report  upon  nursing  situution  tliorei  military  as  well  as  Red 
Cross.  In  November  expressed  willingness  to  go  under  these 
conditions." 

On  January  22,  Miss  Goodrieli  wrote  to  Miss  Delano: 

i  had  dictated  a  brief  letter  of  aoknowlod^ient  to  your 
communication  of  <7anuary  12,  but  in  the  interim  between  the 
dictation  and  transcription  of  tiie  letter,  a  mc^^sage  has  come 
from  the  other  side  tliat  iseems  to  indieate  that  my  serviees 
are  still  desired.  1  am  loath  indeed  to  refuse  to  go,  but  I  am 
also  firmly  convinced  tlmt  1  can  only  effectively  render  the 
service  they  have  in  mind  through  a  governmental  recognition 
that  will  clearly  define  my  position  and  make  my  opinions  in 
matters  relative  to  nursing  authoritative.  I  appreciate  that 
this  is  a  great  deal  to  ask,  but  I  believe  that  my  experience  in 
nursing,  the  importam^e  of  the  work  I  shall  be  forced  to 
relinquish  and,  above  all.  the  problems  1  may  be  called  upon 
to  solve,  justify  this  request. 

In  order  that  there  ^hall  be  no  confusion  or  misunder- 
standing I  am  writing  to  Mies  Thompson  and  Mrs.  Higbee 
and  am  enclowng  a  copy  of  my  letter.  I  am  also  endowing 
copies  of  my  letter  of  December  11  and  thi.s  letter  to  them. 

I  am  leaving  to-night  for  Cincintintl  and  shall  hope  to  be 
hack  by  Sunday.  If  f(>r  any  reason  you  thought  it  desirable,  I 
could  return  by  the  way  of  Washington  if  you  telegraph  me  to 
do  60.  .  .  . 


The  following  letter  was  sent  the  same  day  to  Miss  Thomp- 
m  bv  Miss  Goodrich: 
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Some  time  Bgo  I  was  asked  by  the  Red  Cross  to  go  to 
France.  I  expressed  my  willingness  lo  do  so  under  certain 
conditions  that  are  eet  forth  in  a  letter  dated  December  II 
tliat  I  ara  enclosing.  The  matter  hnng  for  some  time  in 
abeyance,  was  closed,  but  may  possibly  be  reopened  for  the 
reason  that  ray  letter  to  Miss  Delano  of  January  22  will 
explain.  As  head  nurse  of  the  Army,  I  detiire  you  to  know 
exactly  how  1  feel  in  the  matler  in  order  that  you  may  be  in  a 
position  to  express  your  opinion  upon  the  quc'8tion  should  it 
come  to  your  attention.  May  I  add  that  I  am  sending  a  dimi^ 
lar  ktter  to  Mrs.  Higbce. 

The  Nursing  Semce  files  show  no  record  that  Miss  Delano 
replied  to  this  letter  from  Miss  Goodrich. 

It  will  1m?  readily  appreciated  that  an  assumption  on  the 
part  of  the  American  Rt»d  Cross  of  any  responsibility  in  con- 
nection with  the  conditions  existing  in  and  the  conduct  of 
United  Statca  Army  hospitals  would  lie  far  outside  its  charter 
obligntions  and  would,  moreover,  be  cotitrurv  to  all  precedents 
and  regulations  of  the  highly  organized  and  sharply  disciplinec 
Military  Establishment. 

In  this  serious  and  unfortunate  controversy,  one  of  the  mos 
regrettable  which  appears  in  connection  with  the  nursiiig  his- 
tory of  the  war,  both  Miss  Delano  and  Miss  Goodrich  were 
motivated  by  high  though  opposing  ideals  of  duty  to  the  sick^^ 
It  is  to  be  douljtcd  if  elements  of  personal  interest  were  gui(^H 
ing  factors  on  either  side  of  the  case,  for  both  Miss  Goodrich' 
and  Miss  Delano  were  at  this  time  holding  piisitions  which  set 
tliem  nlxive  the  need  of  Belf-se*»king.  Miss  Goodrich  earnestly 
believt»d  that  only  through  complete  comprehension  of  the  entire 
situation  both  in  military  and  Red  Cross  hospitals  could  she 
formulate  sound  policies  for  the  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service 
abroad. 

Miss  Delano  had  seen  the  failure  of  the  Volunteer  Corpa 
which  the  Surgeon  General  had  tried  to  organize  in  1005.  She 
felt  that  the  Red  Cn>88  Iteserve  was  the  o!ily  practical  instru- 
mentality through  which  a  large  group  of  nurses  might  he  held 
in  readiness  for  the  Army.  However,  her  one  aim  was  to 
serve  the  Army,  even  though  it  meant  the  total  eclipse  of  the 
Red  Cross  Nursing  S*'r\Mce.  "The  chief  aim  of  the  Nursing 
Ser\'ice,"  Miss  Dclnno  had  said  again  and  again  to  Miss  Noyefl 
and  her  other  co-workers,  "is  to  wrve  the  Army.**  For  the 
Red  Cross  to  put  itself  in  the  position  of  asking  of  the  Armr^g 
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any  authority  over  the  military  hospitals  in  France  would  have 
been  an  oifensc  to  Miss  Delano's  sense  of  clean-cut  organiza- 
tion. Moreover,  her  knowledge  of  the  Army,  gained  through  the 
years  when  she  was  head  of  the  Army  Nurse  Corps,  had  taught 
her  the  futility  of  asking  for  such  authority,  even  if  she  her- 
self had  been  in  sympathy  with  Miss  Goodrich's  point  of  view. 
Miss  Delano  regarded  this  seedling  Paris  situation  as  essentially 
an  administrative  problem  and  consequently  saw  no  reason  for 
taking  it  up  with  the  National  Committee.  Differences  in  the 
outward  expression  of  fundamental  war  nursing  principles 
undoubtedly  existed  among  the  other  members  of  the  National 
Committee  on  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service,  as  well  as  between 
Mifis  Delano  and  Miss  Goodrich. 

While  the  controversy  was  still  going  on,  Miss  Russell  con- 
tinued her  efforts  to  maintain  a  professional  nursing  service  in 
France  in  face  of  the  persistent  tendencies  toward  lay  control. 
On  January  23,  1918,  she  wrote  Miss  Noyes: 

I  thiiik  that  it  is  desired  to  have  a  laywoman  in  charge  of 
the  women's  activities,  inrluHiiig  nursing  with  the  canteens, 
etc.  This  is  rather  vague  and  I  trust  will  not  materialize, 
but,  between  military  &ui\  lay  control,  we  have  some  reason  to 
wonder  how  nursps  can  manage  to  hold  the  poKition  they  need 
in  onler  to  fviltill  their  respoiisibiJitieg.  I  do  not  want  to 
write  discouraged  letters.  War  is  a  savage  state  of  society 
and  it  strikes  at  many  things  we  have  cherislied.  I  really 
have  faith  in  the  ultimate  outcome,  though  1  think  that  we 
must  be  ready  to  go  through  a  black  period  at  first. 


Of  lay  control.  Miss  Russell  alluded  again  in  a  letter  to  Miss 
Delano,  January  29,  1918:  **I  confess  to  a  very  strong  feeling 
that  our  standing  as  professional  women  is  hard-pressed  these 
days.  They  tvant  our  hands  hut  not  our  heads  for  the  work. 
Perhaps  I  am  too  tired  to  be  hopeful  to-day  and  I  am  ashamed 
to  speak  to  you.  who  have  labored  so  valiantly  for  years." 

After  Miss  Goodrich  had  refused  to  go  t<j  Prance  as  chief 
nurse  of  the  American  Red  Cross  alone.  Miss  Delano,  as  has 
been  stated,  had  nominated  ^lary  K.  Nelson,  then  chief  nurse 
of  American  Red  Cross  Hospital  No.  100  at  fivreux,  of  which 
Dr.  Fitch  was  in  command,  us  a  possible  successor  to  Miss 
Russell.  Since  August,  1015,  when  Miss  Nelson  had  succeeded 
Mary  Fletcher  as  chief  nurse  of  Dr.  Fitch's  hospital,  Ameri- 
can Red  Cross  nurses  and  lay  assietantfl  had  worked  together 
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both  at  St.  Valery-on-Caux  and  at  fivreux  in  great  hannoni 
under  Alias  Nelson. 

In  February,  1918,  Miss  Morgan  and  Dr.  Lambert  requeai 
that  Miss  Nelson  come  to  Paris  for  a  personal  interview.    Mil 
kelson  described  the  conference  at  the  Paris  headqnarters 

.  ,  .  The  date  was  between  the  1 8th  and  the  28th  of 
mary.  .  .  .  Dr.  Hurlinganie  telephoned  our  Chief  and 
him  to  undorstand  my  experience  with  nurses'  aides  was  the 
reason  why  I  was  needed  in  Paris  to  do  it  on  a  bigger  scale. 
That  same  day  Mi.ss  Morgan  wrote  me  a  very  casual  note  in 
which  ehc  a^umed  1  was  seeking  another  position  and  invited 
me  to  lunch  with  her  where  we  might  talk  over  some  work  in 
which  slie  thought  1  would  be  interested.  .  .  . 

Immediately  Dr.  Fitch  by  telephone  to  Dr.  Burlingame 
demanded  an  explanation.  Then  it  was  arranged  that  I 
report  in  Paris  to  Major  Lambert  aud  Dr.  Fitch  was  assured 
that  he  was  releasing  me  for  a  more  important  need. 

On  entering  Major  l^nibert's  ofticc,  wliere  1  found  wi 
him  Miss  Morgan  aud  Dr.  Burlingame,  the  atmospiiore  did 
not  seem  clear.  They  gave  mc  the  impression  of  not  being 
quite  ready  for  me.  I  was  surprised  to  find  Miss  Morgau 
assuming  direction  of  the  conference.  The  first  question^ 
after  the  usual  greetings,  was  something  to  tliie  effect: 
"Tell  ua  jut^t  how,  when  everyone  else  is  having  so  much 
difticulty  with  aides,  you  seem  to  have  no  trouble?" 

Very  quietly  I  wont  over  the  gradual  ^owth  of  our  group, 
— how  each  aide  knew  from  the  beg^inning  which  nurse  was 
responsible  for  her  work  and  how  with  the  spirit  of  the  work 
paramount,  it  just  worked  well  and  seemed  most  natural. 
To  this  Miss  Morgan  shook  her  head.  My  methods  were  too 
simple;  they  would  not  serve  for  Paris.  Then  followeii  a 
brief  discussion,  where  1  i-almly  insisted  on  the  necessity  of 
clear  lines  of  responsibility.  Dr.  Burlingame  appeared  to 
ngn»e  with  me;  he  had  visite<l  us  in  I^vreux  and  had  seen  it 
all  in  operation. 

It  was  then  Miss  Morgan's  turn  to  describe  Mrs.  Munroe's 
difficulties  and  how  they  had  hoped  I  might  have  come  to  help 
her.  but  with  such  definite  ideas  nf  professional  relations, 
would  perhaps  be  wiser  to  think  the  whole  matter  over  befo 
going  any  further. 

WberenfKjn  I  found  myself  being  ushered  out  with  some 
hazy  plan  of  a  future  meeting  which  even  then  seemed  n  mere 
pretext.  ...  I  never  drenmed  of  anyone's  even  thinking 
considering  my  replacing  Miss  Kussell." 

"See  letter  written  September  23,  1921,  by  M.  K.  Nelfon  to  the  aW 
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The   situation   camo   to   a  climax  on   February   20.     Miss 
Russell  wrote  Miss  Delano: 

The  responsibility  that  I  feel  for  the  standards  and  the 
accomplishment  of  our  profession  are  30  involved  with  rondi- 
tiona  here  and  at  home  that  I  am  afraid  1  have  not  been  able 
to  keep  as  clear  a  head  as  is  needed  for  the  situation  and  evi- 
dently from  your  Ititter  you  are  bewildered  as  to  our  needs: 

First:  I  will  tell  you  about  the  demands  brought  to  me 
yesterday  and  that  may  help  you  to  see  why  the  requests  I 
send  Bcera  indefinite.  Fart  of  it  is  the  "war''  atmos^phere  and 
the  way  we  must  expect  to  work,  1  had  told  you  they  were 
disi'ussing  convaleR*ent  plaufi,  but  I  had  no  deliiiite  request 
till  yesterday.  They  thru  tokl  me  tliat  they  would  want  ten 
or  twelve  nurses  to  do  visiting  nursing  in  two  cities,  Biarritz 
and  Royen,  where  they  hud  taken  rooms  in  hotels  for  con- 
valescent men.  one  hotel  for  fifty  to  one  hundred  officers  and 
beds  in  each  city  for  one  to  two  hundred  mcji.  Their  plan  ia 
to  have  the  nurses  live  by  themselves  in  some  hotel  and  visit 
the  patients  when  necessary.  They  said  they  wanted  the 
nurses  to  go  in  about  ten  days.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  calls 
for  women  of  unusual  dignity  and  character  and  I  tremble 
lest  they  demand  that  aides  be  placed  there  to  help. 

Then  a  little  later,  a  telephone  cull  came  asking  for  four  or 
six  nurses  to  be  sent  to  help  in  some  of  the  French  Army 
hospitals  at  the  front.  1  begged  that  a  conference  l)e  held 
before  embarking  on  such  a  new  departure,  as  I  did  not  feel 
that  we  could  accept  an  obligation  like  that  without  consid- 
eration. The  Commis^iioner  said  that  they  nmst  be  sent  at 
once.  I  suppose  1  did  not  protest  wisely,  but  while  I  wish 
we  could  take  care  of  all  the  sick,  I  wish  we  could  also  have  a 
little  clearer  idea  of  our  responsibility  before  we  embark  upon 
so  new  an  undertaking.  However,  we  have  Florence  Bullard, 
who  can  lead  the  expedition,  and  we  will  see  who  else  can 
help.  You  will  note  that  we  asked  in  a  cable  for  thirty  nurses 
who  could  be  here  on  call  for  emergencies. 

Second :  The  question  of  the  use  of  aides  is  very  acute,  as 
I  have  previously  written.  It  is  probable  that  the  situation 
will  not  be  allowed  to  remain  in  our  hands  as  completely  as 
we  wish. 

-"War  conditions  in  Paris  were  at  this  time  grave.  Air  raids 
by  night,  shelling  by  the  long  range  gun  by  day  and  the  prcseneo 
of  the  German  troops  seventy  miles  away  wore  conditions  hardly 
conducive  to  calmness.  The  Allies  were  well  aware  that  the 
German  Higli  Command  was  meditating  a  tremendous  spring 
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offensivej  using  the  troopH  and  supplies  released  by  the  colla] 
of  Ruftflla  from  the  eastern  theater  of  war. 

On  February  20,  Major  Perkins  cabled  Mr.  Davison: 

Cable  2414:  Our  whole  relationship  to  Nursing  9ervi( 
here  dependent  upon  competent  leadership.  We  are  losing' 
our  position  with  nurfing  profession,  whieh,  as  you  know,  is 
one  of  our  greatest  assets.  Believe  head  of  our  service  should 
be  possessed  of  great  personality,  eharaoter  and  reeognizeJ 
leaderphip.  This  one  position  so  vital  that  no  job  at  home 
should  stand  in  way.  Neither  Miss  Delano  nor  Miss  Xoyes 
eOMsideretl  just  the  person.  Please  select  new  head  for  our 
service,  but  before  deciding  finally  wire  name  for  our  con- 
firmation. 

To  this  cable  Mr.  Gibson,  of  the  War  Council,  responded  (Cabli 
No.  6079) : 

Dr.  Clarke"  .  .  .  just  sailing'  has  long  story  whieh  desii 
you  to  consider,  either   cabling  us   further  thereafter, 
question  so  vital  impossible  [to]  wait  his  arrival,  cable 
more    in    detail    regarding   jufet    requirements   of   positioi 
Strongly  advise  however  seeing  Clarke  first. 

Miss  Russell  in  the  meantime  was  continning  her  work 
best  she  could.    She  wrote  Misa  Delano,  March  4: 


as  a       . 

:ion,^H 


A  lease  has  been  signed  for  Pension  QalHee,  for  use  as  a 
nurses'  club  for  the  duration  of  the  war.  The  French 
priiUiire  continues  to  run  it  as  her  own  business  proposition^' 
the  Hed  C'ross  undertakes  to  back  the  scheme  by  paying  rent 
and  a  certain  bonus  to  hold  the  house  and  each  nurse  will 
probably  pay  eleven  francs  without  lunch,  or  fourteen  francs 
with  lunch.  Before  tlie  price  is  absolutely  settled,  further 
conference  with  Colonel  Winter  is  necessary.  This  amount 
will  be  covered  for  any  nurse  on  detailed  duty  and  that 
sei-med  a  fair  standard  to  me. 

The  hou.«e  is  in  the  pleasantest  residential  district  of  Paris 
near  the  Alma  and  Ktoile  slati(ms  of  the  '*metro,"  aud  is  a 
nmst  attractive  building  with  light  rooms,  each  witti  hot  an 
cold  water,  a  fair  nura))er  of  baths  and  numerous  bnlconi 
One  of  its  great  charms  is  a  garden  opening  from  the  saloo 
where  tea  (if  tliere  is  any)  may  be  served.    This  will  be 

**Dr.   Wilhnrn    E.   CUrke  uiili>d   April    13,    1018,   with   r«ok   of   major., 
American   Ked  CroM  ConimtMion  lor   France. 
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restful,  pleafiant  8pot  when  one  comes  in  after  work.  I  think 
the  nurses  who  come  on  leave  will  enjoy  it  very  much.  We 
do  not  plan  to  try  for  much  emphasis  on  the  social  side,  as  the 
nurses  always  want  to  spend  most  of  their  time  here  sight- 
seeing and  resting. 

llip  Pension  Galilee  was  entirely  self-supporting.  Nurses 
were  accommodated  there  at  the  rate  of  14  franca  a  day  and 
for  this  reasonable  charge  were  given  flmoug  other  things 
sugar,  butter  and  plenty  of  hot  water  and  heat,  hixuries  almost 
impossiiiir  to  obtain  at  the  average  hotel  in  Paris  during  1018. 

To  Hutb  Morgan,  a  member  of  the  Finance  Committee  of  the 
Commission  and  a  woman  ot  unusual  business  acumen,  nurses 
owe  the  establiyljiaeut  of  the  Fenifion  Galilee,  Miss  Morgan 
was  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  D.  ^lorgau,  of  New 
York  City,  and  had  f<ir  many  years  taken  a  prominent  part  iu 
philanthropic  work  there.  She  had  served  on  the  training 
school  ami  social  service  committees  ut  Bellevue  Hospital 
and  had  shown  keen  interest  in  liaspita.1  and  civic  reform.  For 
many  years  she  was  president  of  the  Xew  York  Colony  Club. 
She  spoke  Huent  French  and  was  familiar  with  conditions  exist- 
ing in  Paris,  As  she  was  the  only  woman  to  serve  on  the  Finance 
Committee,  she  held  a  position  of  much  influence  and  authority 
at  Paris  headtiuartera. 

Early  in  March,  1018,  the  nursing  situation  at  Paris  head- 
quarters came  to  the  crisis  which  had  been  imminent  for  some 
months.  On  Alarch  0,  Miss  Kussell  wrote  personally  to  Miss 
Delano : 


Since  I  wrote  you  March  G,  matters  are  practically  in 
sUttu  quo.  I  liave  learned  that  the  plan  is  to  have  a  depart- 
ment of  hoHpital  women,  with  Miss  Ruth  Morgan  at  the 
head,  and  that  they  have  cabh'd  for  Mina  Goodrith  to  head  the 
nursing  part  of  it.  I  do  nut  know  if  she  will  come  or  whether 
they  would  give  even  to  her  adequate  authority  to  accomplish 
things. 

When  I  came  I  was  told  !)y  several  of  the  commission  that 
nurses  were  ready  to  toll  how  niiieh  they  could  do.  but  never 
ready  really  to  work.  1  felt  that  it  was  wise  to  go  quietly  and 
unostentatiously  almut  the  business  of  learning  what  the 
nursing  needs  were  and  wimt  could  be  dune  to  fill  them. 
Kvidrntly  I  overdid  it,  for  the  powers- that -he  have  of  late 
eom[detely  ignored  me.  Of  course,  that  does  not  matter 
personally,  but  it  is  not  as  it  should  be  for  our  profession.     So 
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niauy  Hue,  intelligeat  women  are  here.  But  defeat  of  one 
person  is  not  neoesi^rily  disaster  for  the  whole  professioo,  and 
I  still  have  hope  for  you  and  them,  through  the  devoted 
determination  among  the  nurses  that  they  will  let  no  personal 
grievarrefl  hinder  them  from  giving  our  men  the  care  they 
need.  1  shall  cuutiuue  to  do  what  I  can  unless  I  am  ordered 
to  vanish. 

In  a  personal  cable  sent  on  March  13  to  Miss  Delano^  MIbb 
Kiisflell  reported:  "Resignation  given  by  request  of  Commia- 
sioncr." 

National  Headquarters  responded  under  date  of  March  19: 
"Sending  succesdor  to  Kusaell  on  first  available  steamer."  On 
the  following  day,  however,  Major  Perkins  wrote  to  General 
Bradley,  then  chief  surgvon,  A.  E.  F.,  re<|ucsting  the  assign- 
ment of  Julia  Catherine  iStimaon,  then  chief  nurse  of  General 
Hospital  No.  9,  British  Expeditionary  Forces,  as  chief  nurse 
of  the  American  Red  Cross  in  France.  He  did  not,  however, 
advise  Miss  Delano  of  this  fact.  On  the  same  da^'  Miss  Delano 
otfered  Miss  Kussell  foreign  UKsi^umeut  iu  Italy  or  elsewhere 
in  Europe,  but  Major  Perkins  answered  on  March  25:  *'Miss 
Ihisflell  will  report  to  you  about  April  tifteen.  Lay  control 
desired  here."  On  the  following  day,  he  cjiblod  again:  "Suc- 
cessor to  Miss  Kusseil  selected  here.  Miss  Julia  fStinison  has 
beon  assigned  by  tlie  Army  for  this  purpose." 

Major  Perkins  cabled  National  Headquarters  ApriJ  2  of  th< 
reorganization  of  the  American   Red   Cross   Nursing  Servi( 
in  France:  "Further  modification  of  organization  of  Militai 
Affairs  Department  takes  Nursing  Service  out  of  this  Depai 
ment  and  nuikos  it  separate  bureau  under  administrative  bure-auij 
for  general  service  to  entire  organization." 

This  cable  meant  tliat  the  Nursing  Service,  instead  of  being 
an  independent  department  such  as  existed  at  National  Head- 
quarters, was  to  Ix*  a  sub-bureuu  of  the  Women's  Bureau  oP 
Hospital  Service,  of  which  Miss  Morgan  was  the  director. 

Information  as  to  Miss  Morgan's  position  may  bo  gained 
from  the  following  personal  letter  written  by  her  on  March  27 
to  Misa  Kusseil ; 


There  seems  to  be  an  impression  iu  your  mind  that  there 
was  A  usurpation  intended  by  me  of  nurw»s*  functions, — in 
fact»  that  you  have  already  registered  a  protej^t  in  this  belief. 

1  am  taking  on  direct  Ued  Cross  responsibility  and  author- 


THE  EUROPEAN  WAR 


665 


ity  precisely  as  Major  Fosburgh  [Director  Gi'iieral,  Army  and 

Navy  Department,  Aiiu'ricaii  Hpd  Cross  Cumiuissiou  for 
France]  and  Mrs.  Whitelaw  Reid  [a  member  of  the  Red 
CrosH  OonimisHioii  for  <Jreat  Britain  j  ha\t'  ilonc  and  this 
authority  could  be  transforre*!  at  any  moment  to  a  Red  Cross 
man  if  it  was  tl»e  tteutiment  of  nurses  in  general  that  no 
woman  should  represent  tlie  Red  Crutss  to  them.  1  thiiik  the 
general  cause  of  women  would  suffer  by  tliis  view. 

As  I  have  Haid  to  you,  1  consider  that  the  chief  nurse  of 
the  Red  Cross  has  been  unduly  hampered  in  two  respects: 
One,  because  she  was  subordinated  to  one  section  of  one  de- 
partment of  the  Red  Cross;  and  the  other,  that  trhe  had  no 
relation  or  uieaJis  of  comniunicnting  with  the  Army. 

This  being  her  position,  I  think  the  whole  position  of  the 
nursing  profession  is  suffering,  and  considering  that  it  is 
giving  the  biggest  service  rendered  by  women  in  the  war  and 
is  only  8e<-ond  to  the  men  in  the  fighting  line,  this  is  a  matter 
of  deep  regret.  My  plan  purposed  a  more  independent  nurs- 
ing bureau  in  the  Red  Cross  with  connection  through  me  to 
the  Commissioner  and  direct  relation  through  the  chief 
nurse  to  the  Army. 

I  have  already  put  up  the  greatest  effort  of  which  I  am 
capable  to  briitg  these  things  about,  hut  have  no  personal 
interest  in  the  matter  so  long  as  it  is  accomplished.  I  liave 
deeply  appreciated  your  ditliculties  and  your  disiBtereated 
patience. 


The  Paris  interpretation  which  pnt  the  Nnrsing  Bureati 
iu  the  Women's  Bureau  of  Hospital  Service  had  one  general 
theoretical  argument  In  its  favor,  i.e.,  nurses  were  women  and 
therefore  nursing  service  Ixdongt^i  in  tlie  Bureau  of  Women's 
Hospital  SenMce.  This  interpretation  was  in  reality,  how- 
over,  a  direct  blow  at  fundamental  principles  held  by  the  nursing 
profeaaion  that  professional  ''nursing  education  and  adminis- 
tration should  be  directed  by  nurses/'  True,  the  organization 
provided  that  Miss  Stimson  should  be  chief  nurse,  but  that  Miss 
Morgan  should  bo  director  of  the  department  in  which  Miss 
Stimson  and  her  bureau  functioned.  This  faulty  organization 
brought  about  a  condition  of  atlairs  in  which  nurses,  on  their 
part,  were  not  prepared  to  take  kipdiy  the  eiforts  of  Misa  Mor- 
gan on  their  behalf,  and  in  which  all  layworkers  interested  in 
the  nurses,  among  them  Miss  Morgan,  on  their  part,  might 
re^rd  the  whole  nursing  personnel  as  uuuppruciative  and  un- 
grateful. 
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When  those  questions  of  policy  and  administration  were  sub- 
mitted at  a  later  date  to  Miss  Morgan,  she  wrote: 

The  position  occupied  b}'  the  chief  juirse  before  the 
organization  and  formation  of  the  independent  nurses* 
bureau  caused  hnr  to  be  dominated  by  the  whole  hierarchy  of 
the  Medical  Department  and  Militar)'  Affairs,  including  the 
subordinate  of  these  departments. 

No  doubt  there  is  a  series  of  protests  in  the  records  of  the 
Washington  Bureau  of  Nursing  against  this  domination. 

The  profossiun  of  nursing  is  the  greatest  of  women's  pro- 
fessions and  was  founded  by  a  woman.  It  was  my  opinion 
that  there  was  danger  that  the  professional  dignity  would  go 
unrecognized  and  the  professional  opportunities  for  service  be 
lost,  I  am  quite  content  that  any  judgment  in  the  matter  be 
left  to  a  history  of  the  results. 

The  reorganization  of  the  Nursing  Bureau  in  France  pre- 
sented opportunity  for  a  general  analysis  of  the  misunderstand- 
ing existing  lM'tw<HMi  the  Paris  oHice  and  National  Ileadqinir- 
ters,  and  Miss  Noyea  wrote  on  April  4,  1918,  a  strong  letter  to 
Mr.  Case,  of  the  War  Coxincil,  a  letter  which  enumerated  in 
detail  the  sLx  problems  upon  which  confusion  had  resulted. 
All  of  these  problems  were  of  an  administrative  nature.  A 
copy  of  this  letter  was  immediately  sent  by  Mr.  Case  to  Com- 
missioner Perkins  and  resulted  in  a  much  better  understand* 
ing  between  the  two  offices. 

The  office  and  authority  of  the  chief  nurse,  American  Red 
Cross  Commission  for  France,  was  finally  outlined  by  Major 
Perkins  in  a  cable  sent  April  10  to  National  Headquarters: 


Bureau  of  Hospital  Ser\'ioe  is  new  bureau  in  American 
Red  Cross  which  is  resfKinsible  directly  to  general  manager 
[Paris  olhce]  and  comniis^iioner.  It  concerns  itself  only 
with  nurses  and  nurses'  airles  and  includes  plans  for  their 
holiday,  convalescent  care,  hotel  and  club  accommodations, 
equipment,  recreation,  etc.  Huth  Morgan  is  director  of  [this] 
bureau.  This  bureau  has  separate  budget  and  power  to 
requisition.  Julia  C.  Stimson  is  newly  appointed  chief  nurse 
of  the  American  Red  Cross  in  France,  assignetl  to  this 
position  by  Surpeon  General  of  the  Amerii-an  Expeditionary 
Force**,  and  will  in  addition  perform  all  duties  heretofore  {.per- 
formed by  I'hicf  nurse  *)f  American  ICctI  CroM  in  Frnm-e. 
including  enrollment,  assignment  and  direction  of  Hed  Croiw 
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nnrspji.    She  will  report  directly  to  Bureau  of  Nursing  Service 
of  American  Rt'il  Cross  in  Washington. 

Julia  Stimson's  first  letter  to  Miss  Dpiano,  written  April  16, 
1918,  Gicplaiued  the  circumstaucea  which  led  to  her  appoint- 
ment: 

A  little  over  a  month  ago.  Major  Alexander  Lambert,  chief 
surgeon  of  the  Amoriran  lied  Crof^s  in  France,  telegraphed  to 
me  to  go  to  Paris  for  a  conferenco.  1  vmnr  and  one  of  the 
fir«t  questions  that  I  was  asked  was,  could  1  explain  what  was 
wrong  with  the  present  po^iition  of  the  chief  uurse  of  the 
American  Ited  Cross.  I  told  him  that  there  was  a  verj'  great 
difficulty  which  liad  heen  ohvious  to  many  of  us  for  a  great 
many  moot  lis  past,  and  that  was  that  they  expected  the  chief 
nurse  of  the  American  lied  Cross  to  undertake  very  difficult 
duties  with  her  hands  tied  behind  her.  They  asked  me  what  I 
meant  by  such  a  statement  and  1  said  that  so  long  as  the 
position  of  ihief  nurse  had  no  olVicial  relation  to  the  Army 
Nurpe  Corps,  it  would  never  have  the  authority,  responsibility 
and  dignity  that  it  should  have.  After  a  consrdcrflble  talk 
with  Major  Lambert  and  Miss  Morgan  and  Commissioner 
Perkins,  they  asked  me  to  put  in  writing  my  ideas  on  the 
subject.  I  prepared  theni  at  night  and  presented  them  the 
following  morning,  in  the  form  expressed  on  the  accompany- 
ing sheet.  ...  I  left  that  paper  with  them  and  returned  to 

ouen. 

J  must  say  that  it  was  explained  to  me  that  Miss  Russell 
returning  to  America  and  I  was  asked  what  I  thought  of 
the  position  foi  mysell.  1  told  them  very  frankly  that  I  was 
an  Army  nurse  and  under  Army  orders  and  that  the  scheme 
that  I  was  proposmg  for  the  position  was  not  made  in  refer- 
ence to  myself  in  any  way,  as  1  could  consider  nothing  that 
did  rot  come  as  an  Army  order.  I  have  since  learned  that 
the  scheme  which  I  had  left  with  them  was  entirely  approved 
by  the  Red  Cross  otticinis  and  was  taken  at  once  to  Army 
headquarters  and  accepted  by  Geaeral  Bradley  and  Colonel 
Ireland  and  Miss  Bell,  the  chief  nurse.  Four  or  live  weeks 
later,  I  received  an  order  from  the  ofHce  of  the  Surgeon 
Genera]  as  follows:  *'Miss  J.  C.  Stimson,  R.  N.,  A.  N.  C,  is 
relieved  from  further  duty  with  Base  Hospital  Xo.  21  and  is 
ordered  to  report  to  the  Chief  Surgeon  of  the  American  Red 
Cross  in  Paris  for  duty  as  chief  nurse  of  the  American 
Red  Cross  in  France,'*  Since  1  have  been  here  1  have  learned 
that  both  Miss  Goodrich  and  yourself  have  had  similar  ideas 
About  B  definite  relationship  between  this  position  and  the 
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Army  Nurse  Corps.  It  is  too  soon  to  know  how  the  arran^re- 
meut  is  going  to  work,  or  what  Buags  we  shall  meet,  but  1  am 
perfertly  sure  that  the  way  is  opened  for  a  far  greater  co- 
operation and  un<lerBtanding  than  was  fwsBiblc  before. 

I  winli  very  much  that  1  might  have  seen  Miss  Ruspell 
before  she  loft  aJid  (ould  have  explained  to  her  my  under- 
standing and  sympathy  willi  her  in  the  dilhculties  she  encoun- 
tered and  my  admiration  of  the  spirit  she  showed  in  circum- 
stances that  made  her  position  intolerable.  She  has  been 
throu^li  a  must  ditlirult  time  and  gave  of  her  very  best,  and 
anything  that  1  am  able  to  do  will  be  but  building  on  the 
foundation  that  she  has  laid. 


Herewith  is  quoted  Miss  Stimsou^s  conception  of  the  position 
as  referred  to  above,  a  conception  which  was  prepared,  it  must 
be  remembered,  after  twenty-four  hours'  study  of  the  situation 
from  a  point  of  view  outside  the  Paris  office: 

I.  The  chief  nurse  of  the  American  Red  Cross  (in 
France)  should  he  nomiraied  by  the  Red  Cross  and  approved 
by  the  Army.  She  should  be  given  by  the  Army  (if  not 
already  so  graded)  the  grade  of  army  chief  nurse  in  charge  of 
the  AnuTiran  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service  in  France. 

II.  She  should  be  subordinate  to  the  chief  nurse  of  the 
American  Kx|>edilionary  Forces. 

III.  Duties.  Supervision  and  control  of  all  nursing  activi- 
tiep  which  have  been  or  may  be  assigned  by  the  Army  to  the 
American  Red  Cross. 

A.  Present  activities:  (1)  assistance  of  nurses  on  leave; 
(2)  supply  of  equipment:  (^)  assistance  of  nurses  ordered 
back  to  tlie  United  States;  (4)  establishment  and  control  of  a 
bureau  of  American  Red  Cross  nurses  not  in  the  Army. 

B.  Pro|K)sed  activities:  (1)  formation  of  plans  for  the 
establishment  and  control  of  an  American  Red  Cross  nurses' 
aide  service  in  France;  (2)  establishment  of  an  authoritative 
information  bureau  for  nurses,  authoritative  l>ec&use  it  repre- 
sents the  chief  nurse  of  the  A.  E.  F. 

Reason  for  the  need  of  an  Army  chief  nurse  in  charge  of  the 
Anirrican  Red  Cross  Xursing  Service  in  France:  that  a  more 
efficient  relation  may  l>e  made  possible  by  having  in  authority 
a  chief  nurse  recognized  by  the  Army  and  cognizant  of  Army 
nursing  matters  and  conditions  in  military  hospitals. 

In  her  answer  written  May  3  to  Misa  Stixoson,  Miss  Delano 
said: 
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There  are  certain  points  which  to  me  seem  absolutely 
eesential  in  working  out  any  basis  of  cooperation  with  Na- 
tional Headquarters.  .  .  . 

The  first  is  that  the  representative  of  the  Department  of 
Nursing  phoubl  be  definitely  in  charge  of  Ked  Cross  uursee 
and  nurses*  aides,  responsible  for  their  assignment  to  duty  in 
France  and  for  their  supervision.  She  should  make  recom- 
mendations in  regard  to  their  release  from  duty  and  other 
complicatious  which  might  arise  concerning  their  health  and 
conduct. 


This  iuHifltence  that  an  executive  nurse,  subject  to  the  joint 
policies  uf  the  American  Ked  Cross  and  of  the  nursing  pn)fe8- 
sion,  as  represented  by  tlie  National  Committee  on  Red  Cross 
Nursing  Scn'ice,  should  control  the  destinies  of  American  Red 
Cross  nurses  on  active  service,  was  the  old  contention,  it  will 
be  remembered,  over  which  the  aupcnusiug  nurses  of  the  Mercy 
Ship  Expedition  had  struggled  in  1!>14.  Moreover,  it  was  the 
keystone  upon  which  the  Nursing  Service  had  been  erected.  The 
American  nursing  profession  had  in  1901)  accepted  affiliation 
witli  the  American  Red  Cross  u{>on  the  definite  understanding 
that  the  National  Conmiittee  on  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service, 
which  was  to  be  composed  of  a  majority  representation  of  nurses 
and  was  to  have  a  nurse  as  chairman,  should  posvwss  advisory 
powers  in  the  detcmiiuatiou  of  the  pt>licics  governing  the  serv- 
ice. This  basic  understanding  implied  a  guarantee  of  profes- 
sional leadership  to  all  nurses  who  might  euroll  in  the  service 
and  Miss  Delano  and  Miss  Noyes  had  explained  this  organiza- 
tion and  indirectly  implied  this  professional  ^larantee  when 
they  had  urged  nurst^s  to  enroll.  This  was  another  powerful 
reason  why  they  Iwth  felt  undir  undeviating  obligation  to 
protest  against  lay  oontrol  of  the  American  Red  Cross  Nursiug 
Service  in  France^ 

In  the  same  letter,  Miss  Delano  wrote: 

I  was.  however,  greatly  surprised  at  your  appointment 
without  conference  with  this  office.  Fortunately  1  am  entirely 
satisfied,  but  I  can  imagine  circumstances  under  which  I 
would  not  have  been  willing  to  plare  in  the  hands  of  a  person 
who  had  neither  been  nominated  nor  selected  by  me.  the 
welfare  and  direction  of  the  large  groups  of  nurses  we  are 
sending  over.  I  am  telHng  you  this  not  with  an  idea  of 
raising  difficulties  now,  but  to  explain  to  you  that  the  Red 
Cross  oHficialg  here  at  Headquarters  recognize  the  Department 
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of  Nursing  as  definitely  in  charge  of  Red  Cross  nursing  activi- 
ties wherever  we  are  lucated  and  would  have  naturally  ex- 
pected that  no  forma]  appointment  would  be  made  without 
consultation  with  me. 

I  bad  not  anticipated  that  the  cliief  nurse  of  a  ba^e  hospital 
unit  released  for  this  service  would  have  contiinicd  in  the 
grade  of  Army  chief  uurse,  receiving  her  salary  from  the 
(lovernnieiit.  I  can  see  no  objection  to  this,  however,  if  it 
seems  more  acceptable  to  the  Army. 

In  commenting  ou  Miss  Stirason's  outline,  Miss  Delano  con- 
tinued : 

I  shall  be  very  glad  of  further  information  in  regard  to  the 
duties  designated  and  the  reason  for  omitting  '^  from  these 
duties  all  reference  to  the  nurses'  ai<les  which  we  have  from 
time  to  time  sent  to  France.  The  selection  of  nurses'  aidea 
for  service  has  been  placed  definitely  under  the  Department 
of  Nursing  at  Red  Cross  Headquarters.  It.  therefore,  seems 
inconsistent  tliat  requests  for  nursen'  aides  should  come  to  us 
through  others  than  the  representatives  of  the  Department  of 
Nursing,  or  that  wo  should  be  expected  to  assign  nurses' 
aides  through  any  other  channel,  either  to  hospitals  or  directly 

•         under  the  Hed  Cross. 

More  than  five  ^ears  ago,  the  mstruction,  preparation, 
selection  and  supervision  of  women  desiring  to  voluntwr  aa 
nurses'  aidea  in  case  of  war  was  placed  under  the  Department 
of  Nursing  and  nil  correspondence  relative  to  such  appoint- 
ments came  to  this  oilicc.  1  understand  the  complications  in 
France  and  realize  tiint  as  far  as  the  American  Ambulance  is 
con(X>rned,  Mrs.  ^fiinrwc  has  for  some  time  been  in  charge  of 
the  selection  of  aides  for  this  hospital  and  could  appreciate 
Miss  Russell's  unwillingness  to  interfere  with  a  plan  which 
had  actually  been  in  existence  for  so  long.  If  this  arrange- 
ment ('annot  be  modified  for  .\rmy  Hospital  No.  1,  I  should 
certainly  think  it  most  undesirable  that  the  plan  be  extendeit 
to  other  hospitals  or  positions  and  that  a  dual  responsibility 
should  !)e  created. 

We  shall,  therefore,  expect  that   in   sending  requests   for 

■  nurses  and  nurses'  aides  to  Headquarters,  cablegrams  should 

indicate  thi^t  these  requests  meet  with  your  approval.  It 
also  seems  (lesirablc  that  as  far  as  possible,  a  definite  state- 
ment should  be  made  in  regard  to  the  special  service  for 
which  thi»  nurses  or  nurses'  aitles  are  desired. 

**  In  writinif  t\\\n  \citvr.  M'im  DoUno  ovrrlooked  Point  B,  Til.  of  Mim 
Stimflon'B  outlini*  of  dutlvt. 
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Miss  Delano  Bummarized  the  criticism  which  the  Bed  Cross 
Kursing  Service  was  then  meeting: 

It  naturally  leads  to  dissatisfaction  to  send  a  nurse  to 
France  with  a  good  deal  of  experience  along  certain  lines 
and  find  that  she  is  assigned  to  some  routine  duty  without 
special  reference  to  her  qualifications.  There  is  a  good  deal 
of  opposition  throughout  the  wholo  United  Stntos  to  the  with- 
drawal of  so  many  experience*!  nurses  from  important  posi- 
tions, both  in  hospital  work*  and  public  honlth  Rcrvico.  The 
Ked  Cross  must,  therefore,  consider  the  needs  of  the  whole 
country  as  well  as  the  military  service  and  our  work  in 
France.  We  cannot  afford  to  tear  down  existing  organiza- 
tions and  ruthlcpsly  withdraw  nurses  from  communities  un- 
less wc  can  justify  ourselves  by  a  coiivincifig  Ptntenient  that 
the  nur&es  are  needed  for  a  more  important  piece  of  work. 

Miss  Delano's  letter  closed  with  a  characteristic  personal  mes- 
sage to  her  new  representative: 

I  am  much  pleased  over  the  news  in  the  morning  papers 
of  General  Irelanil's  appointinent  as  Chief  Surgeon  General 
in  France.  1  feel  pure  you  can  rely  on  iiiti  sympathetic 
interest  and  cooperation,  for  1  have  found  liim  at  all  times  a 
tower  of  strengtli,  with  great  ability  and  abbolute  sincerity 
of  purpose. 

Please  be  sure  that  you  have  my  unqualified  blessing  and 
the  assurance  that  I  shall  do  everyil'.iiig  poc^iblc  to  make  the 
work  in  France  a  success. 


Hiss  Delano  wrote  Miss  Noyes  on  January  18,  1010,  after 
careful  study  of  the  Paris  ofHcn,  when  she  was  on  that  foreign 

inspection  tour  which  was  her  last  work  for  the  service  which 

she  had  built  up  and  loved: 


There  is  no  doubt  that  Misn  Morgan  was  the  nominal  head 
of  the  Nursing  Service  in  France.  Apparently  the  question 
of  assignment  to  duty  of  the  nurses  and  their  release  was 
left  to  the  nurse  in  charge,  but  theoretically  there  is  no  doubt 
that  their  line  of  communication  with  the  higher  authorities 
was  through  Miss  Morgan. 

I  do  not  know  whether  this  situation  existed  when  Miss 
Russell  was  here,  as  the  civiliau  relief  was  not  so  clearly 
separated  from  the  military  service.    Apparently  the  separa- 
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tion  is  still  quite  distinct^  alUiough  noiuiually  under  the  samo 

jurisdiction. 

Miss  Noyes  wrote  regarding  the  organization  of  the  Ameri- 
can Red  Cross  Nursing  Service  in  France: 

The  Nursing  Service  at  National  FleadquarterB  consisted 
of  an  independent  department  wliirh  8Uj>plie8  iiuraefi  for  all 
brani'hes  of  military  and  publi<*  health  nursing  serviee,  l»oth 
within  the  Uovernment  and  the  Red  Cross.  Miss  Delano 
and  1  had  personal  contact  with  the  various  members  of  the 
War  CounL'il  and  we  could  make  reeouimeiidations  directly 
to  them  regarding  the  conduct  of  the  service. 

The  organization  of  the  Paris  oflice  consisted  of  a  Nurses* 
Bureau  within  the  VVomen*s  Bureau.  Miss  Stimson  had  the 
title  of  ciucf  nurse,  Araericnn  Hed  Cross  in  France;  how- 
ever, the  organization  made  Miss  Morgan  the  official  channel 
of  communication  between  the  Nurses'  Bureau  and  the 
Commissioner. 

Miss  Delano  interviewed  Dr.  Lambert  while  he  was  on  a 
trip  to  this  country  during  the  spring  of  191S,  regarding  the 
nurBing  situation  in  France.  I  was  present.  Dr.  Lambert 
denied  that  the  Nursing  Bureau  was  under  the  dire<'tion  of  a 
laywoman.  I  asked:  '*r)id  Miss  Stimson  have  the  power  to 
make  recommendations  to  the  Commissioner  for  the  conduct 
of  the  NurHing  Service  in  France,  or  did  these  recommenda- 
tions have  to  go  through  Miss  Morgan's  hands?"  He  replied: 
"They  had  to  go  through  Miss  Morgan." 

Why  H  nursing  service,  wholly  different  from  that  which 
existed  at  National  Headquarters,  should  have  been  set  up 
in  Paris,  was  iiot  clear  to  Nationjil  Headquarters  or  to  nurses 
in  foreign  service  and  it  caused  great  anxiety  and  consider- 
able criticism  among  the  Hed  Cros.s  nurses  overseas,  thus 
lowering  their  morale  to  on  appreciable  degree.  The  nurses 
themselves  fully  understood  that  the  Nursing  Service  in 
Washington  was  directed  by  nurses  who  had  easy  access  to 
the  members  of  the  War  Council  and  needed  no  intermediary. 
They  were  suspicious  of  the  Paris  organization  and  many 
personal  letters  and  personal  i>r«test8  to  tluit  etfect  were  re- 
ceived by  Us.  They  well  knew  that  the  organization  at  Na- 
tional Headquarters  had  already  proven  itself  capable  of 
admiiustering  the  problenrs  arising  from  the  mobilisation 
and  pquiprncnt  of  many  thousands  of  nurses,  whereas  Uie 
Paris  office  at  this  time  dealt  only  with  a  few  hundreds. 
Why  should  not  an  able  nurse  in  the  Paris  office,  they  argued^ 
have  attended  to  the  buKinoss  details  of  the  Nursing  Srrvire 
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in  France,  just  as  the  Department  of  Nursing  at  National 
Headquarters  attended  to  the  buflinesh  details  of  the  Nursing 
Service  in  the  United  States,  even  to  the  expenditure  of 
thousands  of  dollars  for  equipment  alone? 

Nurses  were  quite  willing  to  concede  that  a  women's  bu- 
reau with  a  laywoman  in  churge,  was  essential  in  I'aris,  in 
order  that  the  ^oups  of  non-profe68i<|iial  workers  might  have 
full  consideration.  Rut  tliey  contendetl  that  a  nurses'  bu- 
reau;, quite  independent  and  on  an  equal  plane  should  also 
have  existed  so  that  plans  and  reconnnendations  involving  the 
work  and  welfare  of  nurses  might  be  presented  directly  to  the 
commissioner  through  their  representative,  the  chief  nurse 
of  the  American  Red  Cross  in  France. 

While  information  regarding  the  organization  of  the 
American  Ifed  Cros«  Nursijig  Service  was  in  their  hands,  it 
is  poa«ible  that  in  the  pressure  of  the  time,  the  commission 
did  not  appreciate  that  they  were  setting  up  an  organization 
in  Paris  which  was  directly  contrary  to  that  which  had  ex- 
isted for  many  years  at  National  Hca<lquarterB.'' 

The  last  word  in  this  controversy  belongs  in  chronological 
sequence  to  Miss  Stimson,  who  thus  defined  her  own  position: 

After  the  reorganization  accomplished  by  Miss  Morgan, 
Miss  Stimson's  position  was  entirely  different  from  that 
occupied  by  Miss  Russell.  Miss  Stimson  was  not  in  any  way 
subordinate  to  the  Meilical  Department  or  the  Department  of 
Military  Affairs  and  she  did  have  direct  access  to  the  Com- 
missioner. It  must  be  renienibered  that  Miss  Russell  had 
been  responsible  to  the  Chief  Surj^'et^n  and  liis  assistant  and 
also  to  the  Director  of  Military  Affairs.  At  the  time  Miss 
Stimson  was  appointed  chief  nurse,.  Miss  Morgan  was  actu- 
ally the  liatson  officer  between  the  nnrsing  activities  and  the 
commission,  as  a  member  of  the  Finance  and  Flxecutive 
committees  and  later  of  the  commission.  She  was  not  known 
as  the  head  of  the  nursing  bureau  but  held  a  somewhat  un- 
official position. 

The  chief  nurse's  responsibility  through  a  member  of  the 
commission  freed  lier  from  the  domination  of  the  Medical 
Department  and  assured  her  the  backing  of  the  commission 
and  of  the  Chief  Surgeon  of  the  Army  and  did  not  in  any 
way  prevent  her  direct  access  to  the  Commissioner  when  she 
desired  it.  Any  number  of  instances  can  he  enumerated  to 
prove  that  fact.     For  example,  there  was  no  interraediar>' 

"Memorandum  written  by  Clara  D.  Noyee,  September  12,  1921,  to  the 
ftuthor. 
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between  her  and  the  Chief  Surgeon  of  the  American  Expe- 
ditionary Forcefl,  n  thing  unheard  of  under  tlie  former  ri^gime 
and  B  fat't  wliich  ehouIU  also  prove  (if  any  proof  other  than 
her  Mord  is  necewary)   her  freedom  of  accefifi  to  the  Com- 


mi8fiioner& 


r» 


While  this  much  cuacuased  reorganizntion  of  the  Nursing 
Service  in  Frauct*  was  taking  phicc,  th(!  enemy  had  hiunched 
the  tirst  of  their  five  niajoi;  olfensives  of  li*18  and  during  the 
entire  spring  and  early  snninierf  the  fate  of  Paris  hung  in  the 
balance.  With  the  constant  air  raids  and  the  shelling  aa  well, 
it  was  not  a  time  conducive  to  cool  and  judieiona  deliberation. 
When  she  first  accepted  the  appointment,  Miss  Stimson  knew 
little  if  ani.'thing  of  the  standardized  organization  of  the 
iNnrsing  Service  in  the  United  States,  which  Miss  Delano  had 
been  building  up  for  eight  years.  Later  the  military  situation 
gave  her  little  opportunity  to  try  to  bring  the  organization  of 
the  Nursing  Service  in  France  in  line  with  the  organization 
of  the  Nursing  Service  at  National  Headquarters.  Thus  it  may 
be  stated  that  she  accomplifibed  her  work  not  because  of  the 
organization  but  in  spite  of  it,  for  fortunately  she  and  Miss 
Morgan  worked  well  together  and  she  found  Miss  Morgan  at 
all  times  an  enthusiastic  and  aympathetic  helper. 

This  whole  subject  of  organization  may  be  compared  to  an 
imperfect  tool.  Miss  Russt^ll  tried  to  reshape  the  tool  to  the 
pattern  upm  which  she  knew  Misa  Delano  and  Miss  Noyt»8 
wore  insistent;  Miss  Nelson  stated  her  opinions  about  the  tool 
so  definitely  (hat  it  was  nut  offered  to  her;  Miss  Stimson  took 
up  the  tool  and  worked  with  it  as  it  was  as  well  aa  she  could 
and  with  her  nurses  aei^mplishcd  a  brilliant  piece  of  work. 

Mififl  RuBsell  was  at  this  time  rt*turning  to  the  United  States, 
greatly  dis^xturaged  and  in  almost  rMimplete  physical  exhaustion. 
However,  it  may  Ix?  seen  that  her  nine  months*  work  in  Franco 
was  not  without  far-reaehing  results.  Miaa  Knasell  had  or- 
ganized, upon  authority  from  National  Headquarters,  a  liocal 
Committee  for  the  onrollment  in  the  American  Red  Cross  Nurs- 
ing Sen'ico  of  American  nurses  then  overseas.  She  had 
furnished  extra  articles  of  equipment  to  nurses  serving  with 
tlic  pioneer  Ked  Cross  base  hospitals  of  the  British  and  Ameri- 
can Expeditionary  Forces.  She  had  secured  lung  needed  ac- 
commodations in  Paris  for  American   nurses.      Further,  the 

"  Lrttf  r  written  Kforch  8,  1022,  by  J.  C.  Stiauon  to  C  0.  Noyes. 
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development  of  a  mobile  serviee  by  whicli  American  Tied  Croaa 
mir8«^s  could  be  sent  iinmi'diately  upnii  rnW  fnmi  the  Ainerioun 
Ex]>editianary  Forces  to  nnv  emergency,  and  the  first  plans 
for  later  Red  Cross  cooperatitm  with  the  French  Service  de 
Sante  had  been  initiated  during  her  terra  of  office. 

This  situation  has  IxHin  sot  forth  in  some  detail,  not  only 
in  justice  to  the  persons  and  principles  concerned,  hut  to  show 
to  the  nursing  profession  that  the  Kod  Cross  Nursing  Service 
was  not  without  its  internal  problems. 


I 


To  Miss  Stimson  and  her  associates  during  the  summer  of 
1918  came  the  opportunity  to  develop  brilliant  projects  of 
military  nursing  service.  Her  first  work  was  the  cstahlishniont 
of  a  more  complete  system  for  supplying  nurses  with  eqiiip- 
meut.  The  first  step  was  to  secure  and  distribute  to  all  the 
nursing  atatfs  of  the  American  base  hospitals  then  in  France 
Bueh  articles  as  had  been  omitted  from  their  initial  equipment. 
A  second  important  step  was  to  sitpply  nurses  who  had  been 
enrolled  in  Europe  with  the  standard  Red  Cross  equipment. 
A  third  step  was  the  establishment  in  Paris  of  an  organization 
through  which  nurses  both  of  the  American  Red  Cross  and  of 
the  Army  and  Navy  Nurse  Corps  could  replace  at  cost  worn-out 
articles  of  equipment.  Another  phase*  of  the  equipment  problem 
which  devolved  upon  the  Nurses'  Bureau  was  to  supply  the 
norfolk  suit,  after  the  Army  Nurse  Corps  had  adopted  it  as  its 
rc^dution  outdoor  uniform,  to  the  nurses  who  had  been  equipped 
with  the  serge  dress,  the  original  type  of  outdoor  uniform  sup- 
plied by  the  Red  Cross. 

Marie  B.  Ithodea  reported  April  22,  1918,  to  the  Chief 
Nnrs*!  of  the  Conmiission  to  France  and  was  temporarily  placed 
in  charge  of  nurses'  equipment.     Of  her,  Miss  Stimson  wrote: 


One  day  Miss  Rhodes  appeared  at  the  office  and  nskod 
she  could  ^et  into  the  Army  Nurse  Corps,  stating  that 
was  a  Kerl  Cross  nurse  and  had  come  to  France  with  a 
romen's  unit  which  had  hecii  disorganized.  She  was  told 
how  to  apply  for  admission  to  the  Army  Nuree  Corps  and  her 
papers  were  forwarded  to  the  office  of  the  Chief  Surgeon  at 
Tours.  In  the  meantime,  while  awaiting  action  on  her  appli- 
cation, she  asked  if  she  could  he  of  any  use  and  was  told  that 
she  certainly  ((nild.  right  there  in  the  Ked  Cross  odice.  She 
said  she  would  he  glad  to  do  anything,  so  we  gave  her  piles 
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of  corxx^spoudence  and  reports  ou  the  subject  of  nurBes' 
clothing. 

She  started  to  put  them  in  shape,  making:  tables  of  the 
equipment  the  nurses'  luiits  had  already  received  and  what 
they  were  asking  for,  to  show  what  each  unit  should  have  to 
meet  the  minimum  standartl  equipnu'nt  wliich  had  then  been 
worke<i  out.  The  way  in  which  Miss  Rhodes  undertook  this 
extremely  complicated  task  and  compiled  accurate  tables  and 
statements  from  wljich  the  Ited  Cross  Commission  could  order 
thouaande  of  doUara  worth  of  contracts  for  clothing,  proved 
her  efficiency  to  sucli  an  extent  that  before  her  papers  came 
through  from  the  Chief  Surgeon's  office  at  Toura,  the  Chief 
Nnrfie  of  the  Red  Cross  telegraphed  to  Tours,  asking  that  Miss 
Rhodes  be  assigned  to  the  Red  Cross  oflice  in  Paris. 

From  that  time  until  May,  1910,  Miss  Rhodes  did  a  mag- 
nificent piece  of  work  in  charge  of  the  equipment  bureau 
and  therefore  made  possible  the  efficient  functioning  of  liter- 
ally thousands  of  nurses,  because  through  her  efl'orts  these 
curses  all  over  France  were  supplied  with  equipment  which 
was  an  absolute  necessity  for  their  physical  welfare, 

A  graphic  description  of  the  pleasing  manner  in  which 
Misfl  Rhodes  met  nurw^a  and  supplied  their  nwHls  was  given  by 
Sophia  M,  Burns,  chief  nurse  of  Mobile  Hospital  No.  9: 

I  have  always  believed  that  an  efficient  operating-room 
nurse  would  make  a  good  business  woman  and  in  the  Red 
Cross  office  I  found  proof  that  I  was  right.  At  her  desk, 
Miss  Rhodes  was  directing  three  orderlies,  speaking  French 
to  a  rather  trying  maid,  answering  an  insistent  telephone  and 
dexterously  meeting  the  demands  of  many  visitors. 

She  spoke  to  me  briskly:  "So  you  all  are  Mobile  No.  9? 
That  completes  our  chain  of  medical  organisations.  Have  a 
chair  and  tell  me  what  equipment  you  have  and  what  you 
need."' 

The  result  of  our  conference  was  that  each  nurse  waa 
completely  outfitted  with  a  trench  coat,  two  jersey  uniforms, 
rain  hat.  rubber  boots,  sweater,  mittens  witli  wristlets,  two 
suits  of  genuine  all-woolen  underwear,  black  jersey  tights, 
hose,  woolen  kimono,  trench  rap  or  bonnet  de  polire,  set  of 
dishes  coDsifiting  of  cup,  saucer,  plate,  folding  knife,  fork 
and  spoon,  cot  pillow,  four  blankets,  M  socks,  wash  cloths, 
bath  and  hand  towels,  duffle  bag  witli  padlock  (trunks  were 
forbidden)  and  the  sleeping  bag  which  we  had  brought  from 
New  York- 
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In  Miss  Rhodes'  report  of  the  Nuraes'  Equipment  Shop  ap- 
peared a  paragraph  with  which  many  nui*8es  and  many  men  in 
all  branches  of  the  service  will  sympathize,  in  that  it  reflects 
their  own  experiences : 

We  were  very  husy  and  happy*  but  1  full  that  I  would  like 
to  be  at  my  own  work.  A  great  many  requests  for  anes- 
thetist* eamc  into  headquarters.  I  offered  my  servicen  at 
night  and  for  Ho  months  went  into  the  ditferent  hospitals  in 
Paris  where  they  needed  help.  At  two  o\doc*k  in  the  morn- 
ing the  commanding  ollicer  Hunt  me  home  by  ambulance  so 
that  I  got  to  bed  by  three-thirty.  This  was  the  reason  why  1 
never  got  down  to  the  office  in  the  morning  l)efnre  ten 
o'clock.  I  met  so  many  people  in  the  hospitals  wham  I  knew 
and  liked  helping  our  boys  directly  bo  miifh  that  I  found  it 
hard  to  stick  to  jersey  dresses  and  trench  coats,  hut  every 
time  I  said  anything  al)ont  leaving,  my  Big  Chief  was  kind 
anil  yet  positive  that  I  must  jersey  dress  and  trench  coat  a 
while  longer.  We  had  bo  many  hurry  calls  for  them  that  we 
got  the  idea  that  these  jersey  dresses  and  trench  coats  were 
winning  the  war ! 

The  dress  was  made  of  gmy  jersey  and  in  style  resemhled  the 
'gray  cotton  ward  nniform ;  it  was  warmer  and  could  be  worn 
for  a  longer  period  without  Ixong  laundered.  It  was  issued 
hy  the  Nurses'  Bureau  in  Paris,  without  consultation  with 
National  Headquarters  and  was  not  in  conformance  with  Army 
regulations,  but  l)ecanse  of  its  practicability,  no  objections  were 
raised. 

Of  conditions  at  the  line,  Miss  Rhodes  wrote: 

W^e  had  many  demands  from  the  front.  The  only  way  to 
get  them  thore  was  to  deliver  the  things  myself,  by  camion. 
I  made  many  trtjts  up  the  line.  It  always  seemed  one  of  the 
most  worth-while  tilings  I  could  have  done.  Many  of  the 
nurses  were  up  thore  without  their  luggage;  others  had  never 
seen  theirs  since  they  left  the  States,  One  time  I  remember 
particularly  was  at  Evacuation  Hospital  No.  15  at  Verdun, 
Here  were  twenty  nurses  with  only  hand  luggage,  caring  for 
thousands  of  patients.  It  was  very  cold  and  living  condi- 
tions were  most  uncomfortable.  When  we  fitted  up  those 
nurses  from  our  camion,  they  almost  cried  for  joy! 

I  visited  all  the  hospitals  in  the  forward  areas  several 
times,  on  each  occasion  finding  nurses  badly  in  need,  either 
due  to  tire  or  loss  of  baggage.    On  my  way  out  one  morning 
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to  Mobile  Hospital  Xo.  8,  where  1  had  an  emergency  call,  I 
met  a  hoRpitnl  train  on  which  were  three  nurses.  I  never, 
have  beuu  so  welcome  anywhere.  One  of  the  eoaclies  had 
burned,  inchuling  most  of  their  clothes,  and  we  were  able  to 
fit  up  those  nurses  right  there  ou  the  track. 

From  May  1, 1018,  to  I>occmber  31, 1918,  the  Nurses*  Equip- 
ment Shop  supplied  articles  free  of  charge  to  9,300  regular  and 
reserve  nurses,  Army  Nurse  Corps,  800  Red  Croaa  nurses, 
100  Auiericau  aides,  75  French  aides,  and  130  officers  and 
clerical  workers  of  various  Red  Cross  foreign  eommissionB. 

The  staff  of  the  Paris  Nurses*  Equipment  Shop  numbered  ten 
people  in  October,  11318.  A  Red  Cross  captain  was  in  charge 
of  the  buying  and  cash  sales.  Besides  AUsa  Rhodes  and  her 
two  nurse  assistants,  there  were  shippers,  packers  and  a  chauf- 
feur for  their  caraionettes.  This  division  continued  to  sell  re- 
equipment  articles  during  the  spring  of  lf)10  until  their  retKirds 
show  transactions  amounting  to  over  7,500,000  frnncs  before 
the  Quartcnnnstcr's  Corps  assumed  these  responsibilities.  A 
statistical  summary  is  as  follows: 

Ponations  (May  1.  1018-May  1,  1919) 3,401.180,85  frs. 

Cash  sales       "  ''       **  "     16(;,286.00    " 

Stock  on  hand.  May  1,  1919 218,0(>0.15    " 

Purchases  (May  1,  1918-May  1.  1919) 3,445,472.50    " 

Stock  purchased  prior  to  May  1,  1918. 292,200.00   " 


Now  during  the  spring  and  summer  of  1918  came  the  crucial 
days  of  the  Kuropenn  War,  days  and  weeks  when  the  German 
High  Command  struck  again  and  again  on  the  Western  Front 
and  the  Allies,  united  at  last  under  Marshal  Foeh,  resisted 
savagely  until  the  fury  of  the  five  German  drives  on  Paris  had 
b«»on  spent.  Then  on  July  18,  the  Allied  Armies  took  over 
the  offensive  and  during  the  following  months  drove  the  enemy 
out  of  France  and  Belgium. 

The  first  Oennan  offensive  of  1918,  it  will  be  remembered, 
had  been  launched  on  ilarch  21  at  the  junction  of  the  French 
and  British  lines  near  Cambrai.  Of  this  engagement,  the 
Second  Battle  of  Picardy,  Colonel  AyTcs  wrote: 

Thff  campaign  of  1S)18  opened  with  the  Germans  in  po»- 
seasioD  of  tlie  offensive.     In  &  series  of  five  drives  of  unpre- 
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cedented  rioletice.  the  Imperial  Great  General  Staff  sought  to 
break  the  AllierJ  lino  and  end  the  war.  .  ,  .  The  first  drive 
opened  on  March  21  on  a  fifty-mile  front  aerose  the  old  battle- 
field of  the  Sonime.  In  seventeen  days  of  fighting  the  Ger- 
mantj  advanced  their  lines  beyond  Noyon  and  Montdidier  and 
were  within  twelve  miles  of  the  important  railroad  center  of 
Amiens  with  its  ^reat  stores  of  British  supplies.  In  tliis 
battle,  also  known  as  the  Pioardy  offensive,  approximately 
twenty-two  hundred  American  troops  serving  with  the  Brit- 
ish and  French  were  engaged,"'* 

Immediately  after  the  Germans  stmck  near  Camhrai  in  this 
Second  Battle  of  Pioardy,  General  Pershing  offered  tln^  small 
number  of  American  troops  then  in  France  to  the  Allied  Annies, 
to  be  used  either  as  an  independent  unit  or  to  be  broken  up  and 
brigaded  with  the  French  and  British  Armies.  The  latter 
method  of  using  these  8t>ldicrs  was  employed  and  they  were 
brigaded  all  along  the  Western  Front.  Wlien  these  soldiers 
became  sick  or  wounded,  they  were  cared  for  by  the  British 
and  Fn?nch  sanitary  services  in  exactly  the  same  manner  as 
if  they  had  been  British  or  French  soldiers. 

One  of  Miss  Russell's  last  reports  to  Miss  Delano,  that  writ- 
ten February  20,  1D18,  had  mentioned  the  possible  assignment 
of  American  Red  Cross  nurses  to  military  hospitals  of  the 
French  Service  dc  Sante,  to  cure  for  American  sick  and  wounded 
who  had  been  sent  back  to  these  units.  The  demand  for  nurses 
to  render  service  of  this  type  iiiereaaed  in  proportions  dependent 
upjn  the  numbers  of  American  troops  bri^id4'(]  with  the  French 
and  the  military  activities  which  occnrrpd  during  April,  May, 
June  and  July.  This  type  of  assignment  finally  formed  one 
of  the  most  brilliant  and  appealing  phases  of  military  nursing 
service  during  the  Knropenn  War. 

Of  the  position  hcdd  by  American  Red  Cross  supply  units 
at  the  beginning  of  the  Second  Battle  of  Pieardy,  Major  James 
B.  A.  Fosburgh,  Director  General,  Army  and  Navy  Department, 
American  Red  Cross  in  France*  wrote: 

As  is  well  known,  all  the  plans  of  our  Army  were  predi- 
cate<l  upon  the  occupation  by  the  American  Expeditionary 
Forces  of  the  sector  lying  roughly  between  Toul  and  Bclfort 
(1!*17).  Tlie  line  uf  communications  was  taken  over  imme- 
diately   and    developed    to   extend    from    Bordeaux   and    St. 

,Nazaire  to  Dijon  and  Ts-Sur-Lille,  and  from  there  radiating 

"T1>e  War  with  Germuny."  p.  106. 
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up  through  the  area  estahlished  for  diviBion  traiBing  in  the 
country  about  Neufrhatoau  and  adjacent  to  the  Toul-Belfort 
sector.  The  hospitalization  provided  by  the  Amerit*an  Kxpe- 
ditionary  Forces  was  entirely  located  along  tliis  line  of 
coramunirations.  Large  unite  were  located  at  Bazoillea, 
Vittel,  Contrex^ville  a«  for\**ard  bancs,  and  at  Dijon  and 
points  further  toward  the  interior.  In  the  entire  area  from 
Tool  to  the  Channel,  however,  the  other  Allied  authorities 
had  Hf)eoilically  excluded  all  American  hospitals. 

With  the  knowlcii^e  of  the  divisional  training  and  hospi- 
talization plans  of  the  Army,  the  Amerii*an  Red  Cross  lo- 
cated the  bulk  of  their  warehouses  in  the  Toul-Belfort  area,^ 
at  Dijon,  Neufehateau,  I^ngres,  Chiltillon,  to  serve  the  di- 
visional area,  and  at  Bar-Ie-I)uc,  Toul,  Nancy,  Karabervillera' 
and  Belfort,  to  serve  the  troops  actually  in  the  Hue,  Fortu* 
nately  as  it  subsequently  developed,  the  bulk  of  our  stores  weal 
centered  in  Varis. 

On  Marcli  21,  the  first  of  the  series  of  German  offenaivi 
started  in  the  neighborhood  of  Noyon  and  Nan  and  wilbj 
great  rapidity  the  Gt-rnian  forces  overran  the  country  lyin^j 
to  the  south  as  far  as  Montdidier,  sweeping  aside  the  French) 
and  British  forces  occupying  that  sector.     This  resulted  in 
the  appointment  of  Marshal  Foch  as  Generalissimo  of  the 
Allied  Forces.     General   Pershing  .  .  ,  turned  over  to  Gen* 
ernl  Koch  certain  American  divisions  with  the  understandini 
that  they  would  in  all  respects  be  cared  for  by  the  French, 

On  or  about  May  1,  the  First  Division  was  mov«*d  across^ 
country  from  Toul  to  a  point  in  the  line  just  to  the  east  of^ 
Montdidier^  about  forty  kilometers  north  of  Bcauvais.  While 
the  division  was  on  the  move,  we  were  advised  in  a  gencn 
way  of  their  dentinatiou  and  immediately  took  steps  to  aecui 
a  warehouse  at  Beauvais.  We  wore  told  that  they  were  mov- 
ing with  only  their  field  hospital  equipment  and  that  even 
this  mrtterial  was  larking  in  certain  essential  requirements. 
We  therefore  sent  in  advance  to  Bcauvais  two  largo  double- 
walled  Bcssonncau  tents  with  all  the  equipment  for  a  smai' 
field  hoftpital.  also  tMo  Hcd  Cross  nurses  and  other  peraoonel' 
with  diet  kitchens,  etc. 

From  long  experience  with  French  hospitals,  we  knew  that 
those  instituti<jns  to  which  our  men  would  be  sent  would  lack, 
many  items  of  equipment  and  supplii»*i  which  Anieri(^n  prac- 
tice c»)n(*idercd  essential  for  the  proper  cure  of  the  wounded.] 
Before  the  arrival  of  the  divisifju.  our  French  hospital  sup- 
ply service  had   sent   tlieir   inspectors   io   visit  ouch   Frenc 
hospital  in  the  area  around  Beauvais  to  see  that  they  wei 
provided  with  needed  siipplies.  .  .  . 
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Another  provision  wns  the  aBsignment  of  American  Ket] 
Cross  nurseii  and  interpreters  to  tJioae  hospitals.  Within  a 
week  after  the  First  Division  had  gone  into  the  line,  Ameri- 
can wounded  appeared  in  fourteen  French  hospitals.  Had 
not  American  Red  Cross  nurses  gone  inmiediatelv  into  these 
institutions,  some  of  those  hojs  wouhi  have  diei]  without  ever 
being  able  to  speak  to  anyone  who  understood  themJ*^ 

On  May  6,  1918,  Miss  Stimson  made  a  supervisory  tour 
nf  the  Beauvais  area,  which  served  the  Noyon-Montdidier 
sectors.    Of  this  tour  she  wrote: 

About  half-past  nine  that  night  we  arrived  in  the  pouring 
rain  at  Beauvaig.  Some  Red  Cross  men  took  us  to  a  little 
hotel,  one  of  the  gloomiest  places  1  have  ever  seen  in  my  life. 
All  the  eleetrie  lights  had  been  painted  dark  blue,  so  that  no 
one  could  jwssibly  read.  The  hall  and  little  salon  were 
crowded  with  olhcers  of  all  sorts,  wandering  diwrousolately 
about.  Our  room  upstairs  was  so  dark  we  lit  candles.  Even 
the  glass  in  the  windows  was  painted  deep  blue  against  Hun 
avions. 

The  next  day  we  visited  nine  hospitals,  some  with  our 
American  nurses  and  aides,  others  with  no  English-speaking 
persons  except  the  few  American  t*oldier  patients.  In  every 
case  where  there  was  one.  T  talked  to  the  inftrtniire  major, 
Kach  one  said  how  glad  she  was  to  have  the  American  nurses. 
Our  women  told  us  they  were  receiving  every  consideration. 
They  all  spoke  of  the  wonderful  devotion  of  the  French  nurses 
and  nuns  and  were  deeply  touched  by  the  eagerness  of  the 
French  to  learn  American  methods.  Our  nurses  appreciate 
that  the  years  of  voluntary  self -sacrificing  service  which  these 
French  women  have  given  deserve  great  respect.  Jf  they, 
onr  nurses,  are  tactful  and  gracious  enough  in  their  dealings 
with  the  French  nurses  to  be  asked  to  teach  these  splendid 
women  some  results  of  the  professional  advantages  so  freely 
given  us,  then  indeed  no  greater  reward  nor  higher  tribute 
could  be  ours. 

Our  nurses  looked  shadowy-eyed  and  white-faced  from  their 
long  hours.  The  Americans  were  pitifully  glarl  to  have  them. 
The  surgical  care  which  our  men  get  in  these  hospitals  is 
eJKcellent. 


During  the  second  week  of  May,  1918,  the  following  per- 
lion  for  and  instructions  regarding  the  assignment  of  teams 
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of  one  American  Red  Cross  nurse  and  one  nurses'  aide  to  go 
into  every  French  military  hospital  where  American  troops 
were  being  cared  for,  were  issued ; 

From:  The  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the  Service  de 
Sanle  MUxlaire. 

To:  The  Chief  of  the  Service  de  Sante  of  the  First 
Army  hy  order  of  the  General  Commander-in- 
Chief. 

I  have  received  from  the  American  Red  Croaa  acting  in 
connection  M'ith  the  Medical  Department  of  the  American 
Expeditionary  Forces,  a  request  for  permission  to  detail 
American  Hcd  Cross  nurses  to  French  hospitals  of  the  Zone 
of  the  Interior  and  of  the  Army  Zone  which  have  admitted 
for  treatment  sick  and  wounded  of  the  American  Army. 

I  consider  that  our  desire  to  make  it  possible  for  our  Alliea 
to  find  ICnglish-speaking  personnel  in  our  hospitals  makes  ua 
accept  this  proposition. 

I  have,  therefore,  decided  that  nurses  of  the  American  Red 
Cross  in  groups  of  two  may  be  sent  to  all  hospitals  wiierc 
French  nurses  are  already  present  and  which  will  have  been 
reported  to  us  as  having  received,  or  as  expecting  to  receive. 
sick  or  wounded  of  the  American  Expeditionary  Forces. 

To  carry  out  these  instructions,  you  will  notify  me  at  once 
by  telegram  sent  to  my  central  office  Serrive  de  Concours 
Etran^crs  as  soon  as  the  hospitals  placed  under  your  au- 
thoritj'  have  received  or  expect  to  receive  soldiers  of  the 
Americ*an  Army.  You  will  notify  me  also  in  the  same  man- 
ner when  the  services  of  these  nurses  are  no  longer  required. 

All  nurses  on  duty  in  the  Army  Zone  will  be  militarized; 
that  is,  they  will  possess  the  "red  workers'  permit"  granted 
by  the  Adjutant  General  of  the  American  Expeditionary 
Forces.  In  addition  to  this,  the  laws  regulating  the  admission 
of  this  personnel  into  the  Army  Zone  and  as  well  as  its  stay 
there  are  those  set  forth  in  the  Instruction  3993.SBA.1  of 
the  28d,  1017. 

During  their  stay  in  French  hospitals,  the  nurses  will  be 
place<1  under  the  direct  orders  of  the  m-edecin  chef  who  will 
assign  them  to  duty  with  their  countrymen  or  with  the  French 
wounded,  if  the  emergency  arises.  The  nurses  will  not  be 
under  tlic  onlers  of  the  infirmifirrx  princiftnleA,  but  they  will 
live  with  the  other  infirinicres  under  the  same  conditions  and 
will  conform  to  the  same  rules  and  regulations  which  govern 
the  French  p«*rsoiinel. 

In  case  of  serious  disregard  of  rules,  you  will  notify  me 
wire  in  order  that  I  may  communicate  with  the  American  R< 
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Cross  and  request  the  urgent  removal  of  the  nurse  who  has 
become  undesirable  and  arrange  for  the  detailing  of  a  nurse 
to  take  her  place. 

In  a  report  of  May  28,  Mlsa  Stimson  wrote: 

The  Service  de  Sante  has  asked  [allowed]  us  to  organize 
twenty-five  teams  of  nurses  and  nurses'  aides.  1  have  ap- 
pointed Alice  Fitzgerald  to  prepare  and  supervise  these  units. 
She  Hpeaks  fluent  French  and  is,  as  perhaps  you  remember, 
a  Hopkins  nurse  of  wide  executive  experience. 

Now  that  the  offensive  has  commenced  with  renewed  fierce- 
ness, this  part  of  our  work  is  bound  to  increase  tremendously. 
We  have  had  to  take  nurses  from  the  Department  of  Civil 
Affairs  as  it  is  impossible  to  get  Army  nurses  for  this  work. 
The  Army  officials,  though  heartily  in  favor  of  our  work  with 
the  Service  de  Sante.  state  that  their  nurses  are  needed,  or 
soon  will  be,  in  the  places  to  which  tliey  have  been  assigned. 
Among  the  last  gruup  of  nurses  many  possessed  very  special- 
ize<l  training,  but  when  they  heard  of  the  real  military  neces- 
sity they  were  eager  to  be  used  wherever  needed.  Heads  of 
Red  Cross  departments  have  been  equally  fine  about  giving 
over  to  this  work  nurses  assigned  to  their  specialized  services. 

Alice  Louise  Florence  Fitzgerald's  first  executive  work  with 
the  American  Rod  Cross  was  in  the  development  of  this  service. 
The  daughter  of  an  American  scholar  who  made  his  home  in 
Florence,  Italy,  Alias  Fitzg(»rald  early  gained  knowledge  of  the 
language  and  peoples  of  FVance,  Italy  and  Germany.  This 
international  background,  coupled  with  her  wide  professional 
experience,  commanding  presence  and  native  charm  of  person- 
ality have  made  her  a  romantic  figure  in  American  Ked  Cross 
nursing  history. 

Miss  Fitzgerald  was  graduated  in  lOOC  from  the  Johns  Hop- 
kins School  of  Nursing.  Two  years  later  during  the  earthquake 
which  devastated  Messina,  Italy,  she  did  emergency  relief 
nuraing  in  tliat  city.  In  1011.  when  a  reorganization  of  the 
operating-room  system  at  Bellevite  Hospital  was  etfected,  Miss 
Noyea,  tiien  superintendent  of  nurses,  had  chosen  Miss  Fitz- 
gerald as  head  nurse,  a  post  requiring  the  exercise  of  nuusual 
tact  and  executive  ability.  After  the  new  system  had  been 
firmly  established.  Miss  Fitzgerald  left  New  York  to  become 
superintendent  of  nurses  at  the  City  Hospital,  Wilkes-Barre, 
Pennsylvania.    She  later  became  superintendent  of  the  Robert 
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Long  Hospital,  University  of  Indiana.  In  1913  slie  enrolled 
in  the  American  Red  Cross  Ntirsiug  Service.  Slie  was  sent 
overseas  in  February,  li)ltf,  aa  the  Edith  Cavell  Memorial 
Nurse  from  Alassachnsetta  and  she  served  as  a  member  of  the 
Queen  Alexandra's  Imperial  Military  Nursing  Service  Kt^serve 
at  Boulogne-aur-AIer  and  at  the  British  Front,  In  December, 
1917,  Mies  Fitzgerald  desired  to  join  the  American  forces, 
80  the  committee  of  prominent  Bostonians  which  had  sent  her 
overseas  provided  a  substitute  and  Miss  Fitzgerald  reported  on 
December  13  to  Miss  Russell  at  Paris  headquarters  of  the 
American  Red  Cross.  She  waa  immediately  assigned  to 
answer  an  emergency  call  for  nurses  at  Rimini,  Italy. 

In  February,  1918,  she  was  recalled  to  Paris.  She  wrote  of 
her  subsequent  work: 

On  February  18  I  was  Bent  down  to  Bordeaux  where  I  was 
attached  to  zone  headquarters.  My  work  consisted  chiefly 
of  supervising  the  existing  American  Red  l'roH«  activities 
and  of  looking  around  for  possible  sites  for  future  projects. 
Among  other  duties,  I  took  over  that  of  meeting  the  incoming 
boats  and  welcoming  our  nurses  as  tliey  lauded  in  France.  I 
have  heard  many  of  them  say  that  it  was  a  great  relief  for 
them  to  sec  a  fellow-nurse  standing  on  the  dock  waiting  for 
them. 

On  May  IG  I  was  recalled  to  PariH  and  ^ven  charge  of  tJiu 
work  with  tlie  Service  dv  SntUe.  This  type  of  service  i-^jn- 
sisted  of  placing  American  nurses  in  French  hospitals  to  care 
for  American  sick  and  wounded;  it  had  begun  in  a  very  small 
and  unotliciul  way  as  far  back  as  March.  I1>18.  when  nurKcti 
were  sent  to  8oisi5ons  to  care  for  our  men  in  French  hospitals. 
.  .  .  The  formal  agreement  with  the  Service  de  Sante  had 
just  been  signed  when  I  took  charge  of  the  service  in 
May.  .  .  . 

Florence  M.  Patterson  assisted  Miss  Fitzgerald  in  this  phase 
of  American  Red  Cross  nursing  service.  Bom  in  Wisconsin, 
Miss  Patterson  received  her  A.B.  from  Xorthwestcrn  University 
and  was  gruduatfd  in  1907  from  the  Johus  Hopkins  School  of 
Nursing,  She  was  for  some  time  assistuut  Huperintvndcnt  of 
nurses  of  the  Allegheny  General  Hospital,  Pittsburgh,  Peuna. 
After  extensive  post-graduate  instruction  at  Teachers  College, 
New  York,  and  at  the  Chicago  School  of  Civics  and  Philan- 
tliropy,  she  did  medical  wx'iai  service  work  and  public  health 
nBTBing  in  Chicago  and  Boston.     In  June,  1917,  wie  joined  the 
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Btaff  of  Miss  Noyes  at  National  Headquarters,  but  was  released 
the  following  month  to  act  as  chief  nurse  of  the  American 
Red  Cross  Conunission  for  Koumania.  The  I^uniania  unit 
Was  recalled  from  the  Balkans  iu  June,  1918,  and  Miss  Patter- 
son was  then  assigned  to  the  Paris  headquarters  to  assist 
Hisa  Fitzgerald. 

Of  the  conditions  which  confronted  the  first  American  nurses 
who  were  assigned  to  French  hospitals,  Miss  Stimson  wrote 
Miss  Delano  on  May  28,  1918: 


You  already  know  that  American  troops  have  been  placed 
with  tht-  British  niid  the  FrGiuli  forces.  It  has  followed  that 
when  they  were  sick  or  hurt,  they  have  been  cared  for  exactly 
as  were  the  British  and  French  trrH>ps.  With  the  British, 
this,  of  course,  was  a  very  simple  matter;  the  American 
wounded  were  sent  right  down  throuj^'h  the  British  bases. 
With  the  French,  the  problem  has  been  quite  ditfercnt  because 
of  two  things;  the  difference  in  standards  of  nursing  and  the 
difference  in  language. 

In  one  hospital  I  saw  a  French  sign  in  the  corridor  which 
said  **A11  volunteer  nurees  will  please  leave  their  names  and 
addresses  in  the  ofiice/*  In  t!iis  institution.  I  was  told  there 
was  no  head  nurse.  I  should  tell  you  further  details,  were  it 
not  that  I  think  it  unfair  to  put  in  writing  observations  about 
women  whose  i^elf-sacrifire  and  endurance  have  been  so  de- 
voted but  whose  professional  opportunities  so  limited. 

As  for  language  difliciilties^  n  large  number  of  American 
boys  soon  came  to  Freueii  hospitals,  where  there  was  not  one 
English-speaking  person.  Wlien  this  was  discovered,  the  Red 
Cross  received  permission  to  put  a  few  American  nurses  into 
these  hospitals.  Since  so  few  of  our  nurses  speak  French,  a 
French-speaking  nurses"  aide  was  sent  with  her  in  almost 
everv*  instance.  The  reports  that  cnme  back  on  the  work  of 
these  tpanifl  were  most  satisfactory.  I  wish  T  had  time  to  tell 
you  individual  stories  of  our  boys,  who  until  an  American 
nurse  spoke  to  them,  had  thought  they  might  be  in  the  hands 
of  the  Germans,  and  of  cases  where  ampulntions  had  to  be 
done  when  it  was  impossible  to  explain  to  the  boy  beforehand 
what  was  going  to  take  place.  .  .  . 

Some  day  the  story  will  be  written  of  the  spirit  of  these 
few  nurses  who  went  out  into  bombed  areas,  into  crowded 
French  hospitals  where  they  shared  quarters  with  French  vol- 
unteer nurses,  or  found  rooms  fur  themselves  in  shelled  vil- 
lages as  best  they  could.  Too  high  praise  cannot  be  given 
them.     Some  day  perhaps  those  American  boys  themeelves 
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will  tell  what  it  meant  to  them  to  have  an  American  nurse 
when  they  were  so  badly  hurt,  and  were  in  the  midst  of  stran- 
gers with  whom  they  could  not  communicate  and  under  con- 
ditionti  the  misery  of  which  they  cannot  exaggerate. 

Miss  Delano  commented  in  the  ^e^  Cross  Bulleiin  of  August 
26,  1918,  upon  the  heart-appeal  of  this  service: 

The  sound  of  the  mother  tongue  in  a  strange  land  has 
alwaye  been  coiiBiderrd  the  sweetest  sound  on  earth.  A  letter 
from  a  Hed  CroHN  nurse  in  Hounianiu  tells  of  being  assigned 
to  a  ward  contaii»ing  a  Hungarian,  a  (ierman,  a  Bulgarian,  a 
Prussian  and  a  Turk.  "The  Turk  hud  his  leg  in  n  Russian 
splint  hut  he  certainly  did  smile  when  1  asked  him  for  the 
first  time  if  something  was  'Choke  ginHcP  (Turkish  for  *very 
good*),**  the  letter  reads,  "and  was  equally  delighted  when  I 
counted  for  him  in  his  own  language."  If  the  unspeakable 
Turk  can  smile  with  delight  at  the  sound  of  his  own  lan- 
guage, what  must  it  mean  to  our  American  boys  to  have 
someone  near  who  understands  when  he  refers  to  "Dad"  aR  a 
"good  old  scout;"  New  York  as  the  "Big  Town;"  who  knows 
that  a  "cop"  is  a  policeman  ;  a  "hobo"  a  tramp ;  that  "Howdy** 
means  "how  do  you  do;"  and  "look  out!'*  means  "be  careful !" 
Medical  men  call  it  the  striking  of  a  normal  balance,  the 
destroying  of  the  abnormal  condition  produced  by  unusual 
complexity  of  emotion  and  the  sudden  acquisition  of  almost  a 
lifetime  of  experience  in  a  few  months. 

Sara  R.  Addison,  an  American  Red  Cross  nurse  assigned  to 
duty  in  a  French  hospital,  wrote  of  her  service: 

Morale  does  not  apply  to  the  fighting  men  alone,  but  to 
the  soldier  who  has  fought,  is  wounded  and  is  "down  and 
out"  for  the  present.  I  firmly  believe  that  many  a  man  would 
have  felt  it  easier  to  die  than  to  try  to  make  his  wants  under- 
stoo<i.  I  remember  one  incident,  amusing  after  it  was  over, 
but  intensely  painful  to  the  lad  while  it  lasted.  He  had  had 
bolli  legs  and  one  arm  broken  by  an  Army  truck  which  had 
struck  him.  When  he  came  to  the  French  hospital  where  1 
was  assigned,  I  happened  to  be  off  duty.  As  I  came  on  again 
I  was  mot  by  a  French  patient  gesticulating  wildly  toward 
"le  Uesite  Amfricain/'  I  was  distinctly  alarmed  to  find  six 
Frenchmen  and  one  French  nurse  surrounding  his  bed. 
Hemorrhage,  collapse,  death  entered  my  mind.  The  real 
facts  were  that  he  had  sneexed  while  asleep  and  in  some  way 
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twisted  one  of  his  l)roken  legs.  The  Frt^noh  nurse  immedi- 
ately ran  to  bim  and  Huupeeded  in  getting  tEie  leg  in  a  mure 
conifortable  pofition  but  he  could  not  make  lier  understand  it 
was  eaHier.  She  continued  to  change  its  position,  with  ex- 
cruciating results.  To  understand  hia  relief  upon  my  arrival, 
one  had  to  see  his  face.  His  only  exclamation  was:  '*For 
God's  sake,  tell  tbem  I'm  comfortable  t" 

Of  the  nature  of  this  service,  nurses*  letters  speak  for  them- 
dves.    Annie  S.  Ratbbone  wrote: 


I  was  one  of  a  group  of  nurses  assigned  in  June,  1918,  to 
February  3,  1911),  to  the  care  of  American  Kuldicrs  in  Krcnrh 
hospitals.  The  presence  of  American  women,  as  well  as  the 
more  familiar  methods  of  nursing,  seemed  to  sooth?  them 
greatly.  One  boy,  weak  and  near  his  end,  said:  "No,  I  don't 
want  anything.  Please  talk  to  me.  I  like  to  hear  you  talk 
American." 

Particular  scenes  stand  out  vividly*  but  it  is  sometimes  the 
simple  and  less  romantic  detaik  that  one  loves  best  to  re- 
member. Perhaps  my  niot^t  precious  memory  in  all  those 
stirring  times  was  that  of  half-delirious,  dying  boys  calling 
me  "Mother."  This  was  by  no  means  merely  a  nickname; 
but  it  occurred  so  often  in  isolated  canes  us  to  quite  astonish 
me,  for  in  my  nursing  work  at  home  it  had  never  happened. 
1  heard  two  other  Red  Cross  nurses  say  that  their  experiences 
had  been  the  same  and  they  treasured  the  remembrancp 
as  I  do. 

Of  course  as  nurses  in  the  war  zone,  we  had  the  usual 
bombiug  raids.  Sometimes  (as  at  Creve-Coeur-le-Grand)  it 
seemed,  when  bombs  dropped  all  around  our  hospit^il,  quite 
by  itself  in  the  open  fields*  and  when  window  glass  was  shat- 
tered over  the  patients'  beds,  that  the  enemy  was  really  using 
the  hospital  as  a  tar^^et.  We  nurses  generally  found  these 
raids  more  endurable  when  it  was  our  turn  to  be  on  night  duty 
with  tlie  patients  than  when  we  had  to  sit  passively  through 
long  hours  in  tlie  shelter  of  a  cave. 

The  American  Red  Cross  supplied  many  articles  of  equip- 
ment and  numerous  luxuries  to  Anifricou  sick  and  wounded  in 
Trench  hospitals.  Miss  Fitzgerald  wrote  of  this  phase  of  the 
service : 

Our  nurses  did  not  simply  go  out  to  give  the  patient  the 
nursing  care  he  required.    They  went  to  look  after  his  general 
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welfare.  They  provided  for  him  the  food  which  w 
obtainable  in  the  hospital,  the  companionship  which  he  missed, 
the  small  loxuries  whicli  our  men  were  very  apt  to  call 
nec'C88itie8  and  in  other  words,  anything  or  everything  whi< 
iho  Red  C.'ross  could  give.  As  soon  us  nurses  left  for  a  pai 
ticular  hospital,  I  put  in  a  request  for  certain  standard  su] 
plies  such  as  pajamas,  soi'ks,  cigarettes,  chocolate.  gameB, 
writing-paper,  magazines,  books  and  newspapers.  AMierever 
the  hospital  was  not  too  far,  I  have  taken  tlieae  supplies  out 
by  motor. 

The  average  French  hospital  has  very  little  equipment  and 
it  is  surprising  that  the  results  are  as  good  as  they  are.  In  all 
cases,  we  have  been  given  all  that  there  was  to  give  and  if  any 
partiality  has  been  shown  by  the  French,  it  was  in  favor  of 
tlie  AmericaiiH.  It  has  been  net'cssary  to  greatly  supplement 
the  food,  clothing,  l>edding  and  equipment  Lu  order  to  ai>- 
proacli  the  standards  which  we  have  set  for  ourselves  in 
America.  dH 

In  one  particular  instance  in  a  French  hospital  in  Bet^H 
when  1  arrived  there  on  a  tour  of  inspection  shortly  after  the 
nurses,  I  found  that  a  room,  in  which  ordinarily  we  wouldj 
have  placed  two  beds,  then  contained  ten  beds.     In  eight 
these,  very  seriously  wounded  men  were  lying.     In  the  oth< 
two  be<l8,  men  had  died  but  a  short  time  before.     The 
were  so  close  together  that  you  could  not  have  stood  betw( 
them.     The  nurses  were  absolutely  at  a  loss  through  lack 
equipment  and  the  men  were  so  sick  that  even  then  it  seemed 
impo-ssible  for  many  of  them  to  survive  the  night.     I  made  a 
list  of  the  supplies  that  they  needed  and  at  the  same  hour 
the  next  day,  I  had  all  these  supplies  out  there  and  the  grati- 
tude of  the  nurses  and  indirectly  of  the  patients  was  a  joy  to 
boliold.  ,  ,  , 


Miss  Fitzgerald  ninde  many  trips  of  inspection.     The  fol 
lowing  extracts  were  taken  from  reports  written  by  her  after 
these  trips: 

June  18,  1918:  I  left  Tours  for  Saumur.  Here  I  found  oi 
nuTiies  on  duty  in  a  contagious  hospital  in  a  wonderful  oU 
chateau  overlooking  the  Loire.  Neither  moat  nor  drawbridj_ 
were  lacking.  .  .  .  Tlie  nurw^s  are  living  in  a  private  houi 
just  cintside  the  chateau  w^nlls  and  are  very  happily  situate 
Our  patients  seemed  contented  and  well  cared  for.  .  , 
June  20:  Miss  Ethel  Swope  [Connecticut  School  for  Nm 
New  Haven.  Conn.]  is  working  in  the  IJopiM  Auffredi.  ll 
oldest  hospital   in  France  except  the  original   Hdtd 
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She  is  caring  for  tlie  contagious.  On  arrival  there,  she  found 
a  colored  man  suffering  from  a  very  severe  ease  of  small-pox 
and  his  condition  was  so  desperate  and  repulsive  that  he  had 
practically  been  abandoned  to  his  fate.  Many  were  afraid  to 
go  near  him.  Uis  joy  at  seeing  an  American  who  could  un- 
derstand him  was  quite  pitiful.  The  first  thing  which  he 
asked  the  nurse  to  do  was  to  write  to  his  people  that  they 
would  never  see  him  a^ain  and  that  his  one  regret  was  that 
he  was  dying  before  even  having  been  in  battle.  Miss  Swope 
cared  for  him  until  the  end  and  the  man  wus  given  a  most 
impressive  and  dignified  military  funeral,  his  cotRn  draped 
with  the  Stars  and  Stripes. 

June  28:  Argeutan-sur-Orne:  Some  of  the  patients  were 
in  anotlier  hospital  in  the  city  and  the  surgeon  had  them 
brought  to  the  HOffital  Mute  in  order  to  have  them  all  to- 
gether. This  removal  caused  much  flutter  among  the  French 
Ked  Cross  nurses  who  are  very  auxi(tus  to  keep  omt  men.  .  .  . 
A  very  ill  patient  is  now  being  cared  for  in  this  hospital. 
He  is  lying  on  a  hammock  suspended  to  a  wooden  frame  and 
w^itli  the  help  of  many  pillows  is  heiu^  made  comfortable. 
A  water  mattress  has  been  asked  for  him  and  was  shipped 
immediately.  Miss  Adeline  Rowland  [Johns  Hopkins  School 
of  Nursing],  wlio  has  charge  of  this  case,  has  been  extremely 
devoted.  She  has  bought  food  and  dainties  and  the  patient 
himself  told  me  of  a  delirious  chicken  which  lasted  three  days 
and  of  which  he  often  thinks.  It  is  a  question  if  his  life  can 
be  saved.  T  asked  him  what  I  could  send  him  and  his  answer 
was  "pies!"  I  fear  it  will  be  difficult  to  fulfil  his  desire,  as 
there  are  no  canteens  nearer  than  Angers,  but  I  will  send 
tinned  fruits  and  other  delicacies  from  Paris.  .  .  . 


Of  the  pressure  under  which  the  French  hospitals  operated 
during  the  last  great  Ocnnan  offensive,  Kntherine  Williams, 
a  St.  Luke'8  (New  York  City)  graduate  assigned  to  VHopital 
Miiitaire,  Chalons-sur-Mame,  wrote: 

Paris,  July,  1918:  .  .  .  That  memorable  holiday.  July  14, 
I  had  dinner  with  some  of  the  ranteeners  and  went  to  a  con- 
cert afterwards,  returning  home  and  getting  to  bed  about 
9:.30.  Twelve  midnight — Bang — with  so  great  a  concussion 
that  it  practically  threw  us  l>oth  out  of  bed,  and  we  were  sure 
a  bomb  had  struck  the  house.  The  sky  was  blazing  from 
horizon  to  horizon  and  the  thundering  roar  of  guns  was  so 
close  and  terrific  that  it  made  my  blood  run  cold.  That  tirst 
bang  on  tlie  dot  of  midnight  was  a  long  range  gun  that 
planted  a  shell  very  close  to  our  house  every  five  minutes 
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regularly  for  two  days  and  nights.  ...  By  the  time  this  let- 
ter reaches  you  it  will  be  no  secret  that  the  lluns  had  their 
eyes  and  plans  fixed  to  drive  through  Chalons  again. 

When  it  hegan,  one  of  tlie  first  things  we  did  was  to  pack 
up  everytliing,  ready  to  tlee  at  a  moment's  notice.  Of  course 
we  dressed  and  went  over  to  the  hospital  and  about  C  :30  A.M. 
the  firgt  French  grands  bfesses  began  tu  arrive.  1  shall  never 
forget  the  sight  of  that  hall,  litters  from  end  to  end,  men 
blown  to  atoms  but  still  pitifully  hanging  to  u  thread  of  life; 
no  noise,  a  sickening  silence  as  the  ambulances  were  unloaded, 
a  litter  lifted  down  to  the  ground,  only  to  find  that  the 
journey  had  been  too  much  and  that  in  that  lonely,  ghastly 
ride  one  more  soul  had  been  released. 

We  both  turned  to  at  once,  to  rut  the  clothing  off  the  men 
and  get  them  ready  to  go  to  the  operating-room.  In  the 
midst  of  this,  the  chief  surgeon,  M.  Tardary,  asked  me  if  I 
would  operate  with  him ;  they  were  short  on  doctors  and  his 
assistant  must  work  another  room  &o  that  thoy  could  keep 
going  two  at  a  time.  The  French  surgc»ous  are  marvelous. 
He  asked  me  during  the  day  if  I  were  fond  of  surgery  and 
added  "But  this  is  not  surgery;  it  is  butchery." 
.  .  ,  About  noon  that  day  we  were  told  that  we  were  going  to 
receive  Americans;  there  had  been  a  dandy  little  field  and 
mobile  hospital  unit  established  nearer  the  line,  but  they  had 
been  boml>ed  and  shelled  almost  out  of  existence  and  were 
forced  to  move  back,  .  .  .  Four  barracks  on  the  lawn  were 
Bet  aside  for  the  American  unit  when  it  should  arrive  and 
aboiit  2  A.M.  the  patients  began  to  arrive.  .  .  .  Sister 
Jean  and  M.  Houlic,  the  eye,  ear,  nose  and  throat  doctor,  who 
was  not  very  busy  at  the  time,  picked  out  the  worst  cases  and 
pumped  theru  full  of  camphor  or  morphine.  Miss  Robins" 
too  was  splendid;  how  thankful  1  was  tu  have  an  aide  who 
had  had  sixteen  mouths  of  war  work,  who  was  possessed  of  a 
level  head  and  a  tactful  French  tongue! 

About  five  that  afternoon,  two  American  surgical  teams, 
four  doctors,  two  anesthetists,  five  nurses  and  several  order- 
lies arriveil.  ,  .  .  We  established  a  triage,  a»  the  French  call 
it,  or  a  8orting-out  hospital  on  the  lawn  and  as  the  ambulances 
arrived,  one  doctor  was  stationed  to  keep  those  men  who  were 
in  so  shocked  a  condition  they  could  not  go  further  (eight 
kilometers  on  was  a  large  American  hospital  ready  for  a  large 
number  of  men)  and  to  send  the  rest  on.  The  new  arrivals 
were  put  in  one  barrack  and  as  soon  as  possible  were  cvrricil 
over  to  tlie  main  hoepital  building  for  operation  and  then  back 

*Mar(!)irt>t   Robiofl,   of  Pliiladolpliia.  an   American   Red  Cross   Durse*i 
Jde  whu  Bc-rvrtl  with  MIbh  WiltiamB  at  Clialons. 
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to  a  post-opt^rntive  barracks.  All  this  went  on  under  Borhe 
bombs  tumbling  from  airplancSj  tbiit  five  minute  long  range 
ehcll  an<l  anti-aireraft  shrapnel  falling  like  bail  all  over  the 
place  and  much  the  most  dangerous  thing  of  all.  Surely  God, 
in  his  protecting-  divineness,  must  have  seen  and  felt  our 
Bufferings  that  week,  for  happily  no  one  was  hurt  or  killed  in 
our  particular  hospital  all  thc-^e  terrible  days.  Tve  saved  the 
piece  of  shrapnel  that  glanced  of!  my  tin  lid. 

During  nighta  such  as  these,  the  French  and  American  nursea 
repeatedly  came  face  to  face  with  death  and  the  memory  of  the 
agony  which  attended  the  last  struggle  burned  itself  into  their 
consciousness  and  left  scars  which  wore  to  remain  there  for 
mauj  nights  and  days  to  come.    Miss  Williams  wrote: 

Miss  Robinp,  two  of  the  Sisters  and  myself  stayed  in  the 
barracks  on  the  lawn.  Tlicre  were  five  nurses  in  the  operat- 
ing-room. I  could  never  tell  you  about  that  night, — it  is 
burned  into  my  memory  as  a  horror  never  to  be  forgotten. 
Men  died,  it  seemed  to  me,  every  five  minutes;  every  case  was 
either  abdominal  or  head  and  therefore  pratti<^'al1y  hopeless, 
I  did  not  know  death  could  be  so  pitiful.  All  I've  ever  seen 
of  death  has  really  been  a  merciful  release  for  some  soul 
struggling  against  disease  when  the  course  of  life  was  nearly 
complete,  but  God !  how  hard  it  was  for  these  strong  young 
lives  to  give  up,  such  a  ghastly  waste  of  human  vitality, 
thought,  happiness,  everything  worth  having,  snuffed  out 
under  the  most  exquisite  suffering!  And  nothing  to  he  done 
about  it  but  try  ami  make  it  bearable  and  thank  God  few 
knew  they  were  going  to  die.    That  is  the  worst  of  all.  .  .  . 

Friday  night  enemy  aviators  came  again,  bo  the  patients 
were  taken  down  to  a  cave  which  served  as  an  abrL  Miss 
Williams  described  the  bombing: 

At  nine-Uiirty  the  Huns  arrived.  They  bombed  until  3:45 
A.  M.  around  and  around  the  hospital,  blew  open  every  iron 
shutter  on  the  windows,  came  within  ten  yards  of  the  conta- 
gious building  so  that  all  the  contagious  [jatients  were  forced 
to  come  over  to  our  cave  and  halls.  The  concussion  of  one 
tK>mb  was  so  terrific  that  it  broke  the  leg  of  Captain  M..  one 
of  our  oldest  patients,  whose  two  breaks  had  nicely  knitted. 

The  terror  of  the  patients  was  simply  pitiful;  those  brave 
lads  who  had  gone  over  the  top  so  unthinkingly,  found  it 
almost  impossible  to  bear  the  racket  when  they  were  bound 
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helplcFsly  to  a  hed.  I  kept  thinking  the  next  will  surely  get 
U8,  but  evidently  they  were  jnst  warning  us  to  get  out,  for 
their  aim  was  perfect  and  tiiey  just  went  around  and  around 
us  all  night.  We  started  at  4  A.M.  to  evacuate  (that  was 
Saturday)  and  after  all  the  patients  had  gone  wc  went  over 
and  packed. 

We  started  for  Paris  at  6:30  P.M.  Saturday  and  it  wasn^t 
until  we  gut  into  that  train  that  we  realized  wc  had  not  hecn 
undressed,  to  bed,  or  off  duty  since  Sunday  at  midnight  when 
the  fracas  began,  and  during  the  whole  week  I  counted  up 
four  and  a  half  hours  sleep  [in  137  hours'  duty].  We  got  to 
a  little  town  about  midnight,  where  we  had  to  change.  There 
we  had  Bonirtliing  to  eat  and  although  we  were  half-starved 
we  would  fall  asleep  between  mouthfuls.  After  that  we  sat' 
on  our  bags  on  the  platform  until  6  A.M.  waiting  for  the 
train  to  Paris,  which  was  supposed  to  come  through  about 
2  A.M.  We  reached  Paris  at  1 :30  P.M.»  Sunday,  went  to  the 
Pension  Galilee,  had  a  grand  lunch  in  our  rooms  and  hy  2:30 
we  were  sound  asleep  and  never  woke  up  until  the  following 
morning  around  5  A.M. 

Of  each  day's  routine  in  those  French  hospitals,  a  nurse 
wrote: 

Some  years  ago,  a  wild  youth,  the  son  of  a  titled  family  iu 
Brittany,  ran  off  to  America.  He  Imd  no  money  and  helped 
to  unload  bananas  at  the  docks  in  New  York  as  his  first  job. 
Loiter  he  was  a  waiter  and  almost  everything  else.  In  the 
course  of  twenty  years  he  became  very  prosperous  in  iron  and 
pteel  and  was  completely  Americanized. 

Then  when  the  war  broke  out,  he  volunteered  in  the  Frcncii 
Array.  For  months  he  seemed  to  bear  a  charmed  life.  But 
after  a  while  in  one  of  his  dare-devil  voluntary  services,  he 
lost  a  leg  near  the  tbigb.  The  surgery  whs  skillful  but  gan- 
grene had  made  headway.  There  was  just  one  tiling  to  do, 
long  frightful  baths  of  iodine.  Those  baths  were  my  severest 
duty  in  this  war.  The  agony  afterwards,  tool  With  his  fai*e 
drawn  and  ghastly,  he  would  joke  iu  American  slang.  His 
strength  was  so  wasted  that  his  surgeon  told  him  he  must 
conserve  it  even  to  the  extent  of  not  changing  his  position. 
Watching  the  clock,  he  would  lie  on  one  side  for  five  minutes., 
the  extreme  duration  possible,  then  on  the  other  for  five 
minutes.  With  such  a  mipbty  force  of  will  to  live,  he  per- 
formed for  a  while  (he  mirode  of  living. 

They  told  his  mother  from  Brittany,  wliora  he  had  not  seen 
for  twenty  years,  that  she  could  come  if  she  would  smile  aU 
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the  time  she  was  there.  The  frail  little  gentlewoman  bowed. 
"I  will  come  smiling,"  she  said.  She  did.  And  in  the  days 
that  followed,  through  the  dressings,  through  the  iodine  baths, 
she  sat  near  him,  knitting  and  smiling. 

Tlien  one  day  we  brought  him  other  news,  the  two  su- 
preme mcstiages  of  his  life.  This  French-American  or  this 
Ameriran-Krenchman,  had  been  cited.  ...  At  the  appointed 
time,  the  doctors,  the  nurses,  the  directors  came  in.  Then 
the  General  entered  with  his  staff,  to  which  were  attached 
military  drummers.  The  ceremony  begins  with  the  drums 
rolling  a  certain  beat,  never  used  except  to  announce  this 
decoration.  We  stood  at  attention,  the  patienta  of  the  wards 
held  themselves  at  s;ilute,  the  General  touclied  with  his  sword 
the  shoulder  of  the  trembling,  uniformed  man  in  bed,  sa- 
luted his  cheeks  and  nttachcd  the  Medaille  MilUaire  on  his 
breast.    The  drums  rolletl  thunderously. 

The  surgeons  didn't  t^Ik  for  a  while.  They  knew.  And 
we  nurses  dropped  things  and  were  awkward  for  the  rest  of 
the  diy.  And  the  fmil  little  mother  kept  smiling,  with  ener- 
getic nods  over  her  knitting.    Hhe  knew. 

Miss  Fitzgerald  had  ample  opportunity  to  see  the  French 
hospital  and  ntirsing  service  in  operation.  The  reports  of  her 
inspection  trips  mention  a^in  and  again  the  courtesy  of  the 
Freiu'h  surgeons  and  the  willingness  of  the  French  nurses, 
handicapped  by  inadcnpiate  training,  to  do  what  they  e<iuld  for 
the  Americans.     Miss  Fitzgerald  wrote: 


August  3:  I  visited  the  H.  0.  E.  18  at  Meaux.  Here  I 
►und  one  of  our  nurses  in  charge  of  the  iriiige.  or  .s{»rting- 
ition.  In  one  corner  of  this  great  admission  tent,  she  had 
established  a  little  diet  kitdien  of  her  own  and  in  her  odd 
time  she  made  broth,  porridge  and  such  diets  for  the  pa- 
tients in  that  hospital  ami  in  the  other  hospital  at  Meaux 
whom  she  thought  would  be  benetlted  by  such  food. 

In  the  hospital,  the  mrdccin  chef  si)oke  in  great  adniira- 
tion  of  the  nurses.  The  thing  that  struck  him  especially  was 
the  fact  that  our  nurses  actuiilly  washed  and  cleaned  the  pa- 
tients themselves  and  that  they  said  they  enjoyed  doing  this. 
This  remark  might  seem  strange  to  anyone  who  did  not  un- 
derstand the  French  methods  of  nursing,  which  consist  purely 
in  making  surgical  dressings,  in  taking  temperatures,  in 
giving  the  medicines  and  carrying  out  the  treatments  ordered 
by  the  doctor, — and  here  the  nursing  ceases.  The  actual 
care  and  cleanliness  of  the  patient  and  of  the  bedding  falls  to 
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the  lot  of  the  servant  class,  no  matter  how  ill  the  patient  is. 
Tlie  result  is  thut  a  patient  goes  unwashed  until  he  is  well 
enough  to   get   up  and   ambitious   enough   to  do   this  for{ 
himself.  .  .  . 

August  22 ;  Went  to  the  U.  0.  E.  13  at  Chateau-Thierry  and 
found  one  of  the  nurses  had  been  called  for  by  a  French 
Geuornl  in  his  own  car  to  go  and  care  for  an  American  lad 
in  a  French  formation  nearby,  who  was  not  expected  to  live. 
Time  proved  this  to  he  true  and  the  man  died  very  much 
tlie  happier  for  having  had-an  Ameri<au  nurse  with  him  who 
was  able  to  take  his  messages  and  send  them  to  his  people  at 
home.  The  courtesy  of  this  French  General  should  be  much 
appreciated ;  it  was  a  very  humane  act  on  his  part  to  go  him- 
self and  get  the  nurse  wh(»m  he  kjiew  would  provide  the  care 
and  consolutiou  which  the  boy  needed. 

Molly  B.  Smith,  an  American  Red  Cross  nurse  transferred 
from  the  Children's  Bureau  to  a  French  hospital,  wrote: 

We  found  ten  severely  woundecl  American  boys  at  the 
Hospital  Retz.  The  French  moved  them  iiito  a  separate  ward 
and  i>ut  them  entirely  in  the  care  of  my  aide  and  me.  Four 
of  the  l)oys  were  delirious  and  two  died  almost  immediately, 
the  other  two  a  few  days  later.  The  French  at  once  sent 
four  very  ill  poilim  to  till  the  four  vacant  beds.  At  first  we 
could  not  understand  this,  as  there  were  still  vacant  lieds  ia 
the  French  hospital,  but  we  learned  that  they  had  sent  us 
their  worst  cases  bc<:ause  they  had  noticed  the  nursing  care 
which  we  had  bwm  giving  our  boys  and  realized  what  it  might 
acconjplish  with  their  own  desperately  wounde<l  eases. 

We  in  turn  marveled  at  the  kindness  and  the  attention 
which  the  French  doctors  gave  every  man,  regardless  of  his 
rank  and  the  nature  of  his  wound.  Ami  the  hours  that  they 
were  able  to  keep  going,  in  a  work  which  to  them  was  already 
a  very  old  story !  This  was  also  true  of  the  poilu  orderly,  so 
polite  and  so  efTicient. 

In  Soptcmbcr,  1018,  Miss  Fitzgi-rald  inspected  twenty-six 
Fnnich  hospitiils  to  whieii  Amorican  Ked  Cross  nursca  had 
been  assigned.     She  wrote: 


Most  of  the  formations  that  I  visited  at  this  time  were 
bornick  formations  and  some  of  tliem  were  extremely  well 
organized  and  administered.  1  found  several  of  them  t}eing 
taken  over  by  the  Americans,  who  naturally  were  each  day 
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taking  over  more  in  this  particular  r^'^^'ioii.  The  situation 
in  A  hoHpital  which  u  changing;  liands  is  really  rather  curious: 
the  nifdrrin  chef  Unds  himself  very  much  at  a  Ioks  because 
he  haif  no  idea  of  his  own  persouuJ  status.  All  he  knows  in 
that  he  has  lost  a  hospital  and  that  the  Americans  have  gained 
one  aud  as  our  methods  are  so  very  ditferent  from  the  French, 
he  does  not  quite  understand  at  what  stuge  of  the  game  he  is. 
Tlie  Americans  arrive  rather  suddenly  with  a  ^rent  maiiy 
cars  and  conveyances  and  apparently  need  more  space  than 
the  [XK»r  French  ever  had  in  four  years  of  war,  but  after  a 
while  things  st'ttle  down  and  nothing  could  interfere  with  the 
perfectly  gtK»d  feeling  between  the  I'Vench  and  tlie  Americans. 
I  found  that  the  American  formations  did  not  have  any 
nurses  with  theru.  Upon  asking  the  reason  for  this,  I  was  told 
that  an  Army  order  had  forbidden  the  presence  of  any  woman 
in  this  area  until  the  first  gun  should  bo  tired»  as  the  white 
cap  and  white  uniform  were  considered  to  be  too  conspicuous. 
The  roads  presented  an  endless  stream  of  convoys  going  in  a 
direction  north  of  Verdun  and  this  endless  stri^um  continued 
for  twenty-four  hours  out  of  the  twenty-four.  It  did  not  seem 
posaible  that  so  many  Americans  could  be  in  France  1 

Two  hundred  and  five  American  Red  Cross  nurses  and 
nurses'  aides  were  assigned  during  the  spring,  summer  and 
autumn  of  1018  to  the  French  hospitals  of  the  Service  de  Sanie, 
Miss  Fitzgerald  wrote: 

Our  nurses  have  been  in  161  French  hospitals.  The  total 
number  of  the  American  Kxpcditinnnry  Forces  cared  for  is 
difficult  to  estimate,  because  the  American  wounded  came  in 
in  such  varying-sized  groups,  from  4  patients  to  as  many  as 
600  patients.  A  fair  average  group.  I  think,  would  be  about 
20  patients  to  one  hospital.  At  least  3000  American  sick  and 
wounded  have  been  cared  for  in  nil  by  the  American  Red 
Cross  nurses.  When  there  were  not  enough  of  the  American 
Expeditionary  Forces  to  need  all  of  a  nurse's  time,  she  helped 
among  the  F'rench  wounded. 


Perhaps  the  most  epectacular  service  whioh  the  Americaa 
Rod  Cross  in  France  rcriderwl  to  the  United  States  Medical 
Corps  and  to  the  wounded  American  soldier  iu  France  was  tho 
ituhlishment  of  emergency  Imspitiils  during  the  spring  and 
tmmer  of  191S  for  t\u*.  American  Kxpcditioiuirv  Forces.  At 
the  lx*ginniiig  of  the  German  offensive  of  March  21,  1018,  it 
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will  be  remembered  that  the  sanitary  formations  of  the  U.  S. 
Medical  Corps  were  kwHted  behind  the  Toul  sectors  iu  tho 
eastern  and  southeastoni  part  of  France.  In  the  third  offensive, 
the  German  Ili^h  Command  chose  to  strike,  however,  at  the 
French  trenches  along  the  center  of  the  Western  Front.  Of  this j 
blow,  Colonel  Ayrea  ^v^ote:  "For  their  next  attack  (May  27) 
the  Germans  selected  the  French  Fn)nt  along  the  Chemin  den 
Dames  north  of  the  Aisne.  The  line  from  Rhetms  to  a  little 
east  of  Xoyon  was  forcunl  hacJc.  Soissoua  fell.  .  .  ."  The  First 
Division  was  at  this  time  brigaded  wiUi  tho  French  in  the 
Nnyon-AIonfdidicr  trenches.  On  May  28  the  Americans  cap- 
tured and  held  the  town  of  Cantigny  and  the  casualties  were 
sent  back  to  Beauvais  for  evacuation  to  Paris.  How  the 
American  Red  Cross  medical  service  fitted  into  this  emergency 
is  shown  in  Major  Fosburgh's  report: 

We  consulted  with  the  Army  authorities  and  found  that 
by  Bgrecmont  the  French  had  promised  hospitalization  of  our 
men  and  that  for  diplomatic  reasons  it  would  then  be  impos- 
sible for  our  Medical  Corps  to  establiFh  an  American  evacua- 
tion hospital  hack  of  our  own  troops  in  the  PVench  sector. 
If  the  Amorirnn  Red  Cross  could  accomplish  this,  however, 
it  would  be  welcomed  by  the  Army. 

The  French  Sertficc  de  Sarti^  was  approached  on  the  sub- 
ject. The  American  Red  Cross  proiKjsed  that  they  establish 
and  operate  an  Allied  hospital  at  Boauviiis  with  the  under- 
standing that  if  American  troops  were  in  the  neighborhood, 
their  wounded  would  be  sent  here.  The  proposal  was  imme- 
diately acrepted  and  the  French  hospital  located  in  L'Ecoh 
Profvfiswnelle  at  Bt^uvais  was  turned  over  to  the  American 
Red  r'rf*!*.  It  was  our  uuderstaiiding  with  the  French  *S«r- 
vke  de  Saute  that  the  hospital  would  Ite  transferred  to  us  fully 
equipped.  Our  iusiwrtors  reiM)rted.  however,  that  the  exijitiog 
equipment  was  deficient,  so  we  made  arrangements  prior  to 
the  actual  assumption  of  the  hospital  to  re-equip  it,  expecting 
in  the  meantime  to  use  temporarily  the  equipment  of  the 
French. 

'  Of  the  organization  of  the  nursing  staff  for  this  hospital, 
later  designated  as  American  lied  Cross  Hospital  No,  104, 
Miss  Stimson  wrote: 

A  special  meeting  was  held  May  29  in  the  office  of  the 
general  manager  who  in  the  absence  of  the  commissioner  for 
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Prance  called  the  acting  head  of  the  Department  of  Civil 
Affairs,  the  chief  nurse  of  the  Children's  Bureau,  the  di- 
rector of  the  Women's  Bureau  of  Hoppital  Service  and  the 
chief  nurse  of  the  American  Red  Gross  in  France,  After 
the  disrusfiion  of  the  need  for  nurses  to  take  care  of  Ameri- 
can soldiers  not  only  in  Paris  but  in  hospitals  nearer  the 
line,  this  meeting  voted  that  the  Department  of  Civil  Affairs 
should  immeiliately  call  in  at  least  forty  nurses  for  re- 
assignment by  tile  chief  nuree  to  the  Department  of  Military 
Affairs.    This  number  was  later  raised  to  sixty. 

By  three  o'clock  the  next  afternoon  twenty  nurses,  most  of 
them  sperialists  In  baby  welfare,  tuberculosis  and  other 
forms  of  public  health  nursing,  left  for  Beauvais  while  twenty 
otliers  were  sent  to  prepare  the  liospital  at  Auteuil.  Three 
doctors,  the  nurses  and  two  orderlies  were  crowded  with  mauy 
supplies  into  two  trucks. 

We  reached  Beauvais  after  10  P.M.  The  town  was  so  dark 
that  we  could  hardly  keep  the  roaJ ;  French  sentinels  at  in- 
tersecting streets  were  the  only  human  beings  visible.  Two 
American  military  police  guided  us  to  Red  Crofis  headquar- 
ters. On  the  way.  they  pointed  out  the  wrecked  buildings  in 
which  many  of  the  sixty  civilians,  killed  the  night  l)efore, 
had  met  death. 

Red  Cross  headquarters  was  in  total  darkness.  When  I 
told  Captain  Jackson  that  twenty  nurses  and  Bishop  Mc- 
Cormick  had  arrived,  we  got  vigorous  response.  Through  the 
streets  now  dark  an*!  congested  by  Army  trucks  heavily 
laden  with  troops,  we  threaded  our  way  to  UEcole  Pro- 
fessiotifUe.  As  we  drove  into  the  courtyard  we  saw  the  dim 
outline  of  a  quailrangle-shaped  building.  Some  voices  were 
heard  and  several  people  came  out  with  exclamations  of 
welcome.  By  this  time,  the  siren  was  sounding  and  the  guns 
boomed  their  reply. 

We  nurses  were  hurried  across  a  cloister-like  corridor  into 
a  pitch  black  room.  It  was  impoKsiblc  to  s<;e  the  faces  of  the 
people  who  were  speaking  and  not  oven  a  lighted  cigarette 
was  permitted.  We  soon  got  the  situation:  two  hundred 
Ameriran  patienta  and  some  Frencli  cases  left  in  a  wholly 
unequi[)ped  hospital.  The  severe  raid  of  the  day  before  had 
completely  demoralised  the  French  civilian  employees,  (ias, 
eUxtricity  and  water  mains  had  bei*n  put  out  of  commission. 
A  large  number  of  patients,  after  twenty-four  hours,  still  lay 
on  the  stretchers  on  which  they  had  come  in  from  the  field. 
Six  Americaji  nurses,  gathered  up  from  surrounding  places, 
had  been  toiling  night  and  day  but  were  still  as  game  as  the 
American  officers  in  charge. 
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They  asked  for  eight  volunteers  from  among  the  new 
arrivals.  Every  one  of  the  twenty  moveii  forward.  The  first 
eight  whom  we  touched  in  tlie  darkness  were  put  to  one  side 
and  the  rest  groped  their  way  to  an  empty  ward  containing 
nothing  but  bed  frames  with  metal  slat-gpriuga.  In  spite  of 
tw«  air  raid  alarms,  they  went  immediately  to  bed.  One 
adventurous  soul  happened  to  look  out  of  the  window  at  2 
A.M.  and  saw  in  the  eourtyard  our  other  truck  containing 
their  Imggage.  Out  she  wont  for  hags  and  holtlalls  and  those 
nurse?  at  least  had  uniforms  in  which  to  go  on  duty. 

The  eight  nurses  took  off  their  hats  and  coats  and  went 
into  the  unlighted  wards  filled  with  heavily  wounded  men. 
What  8  tired  group  they  were  next  morning,  with  their  heir 
disheveled,  witliout  caps,  with  their  faces  and  dresses  covered 
with  dust  from  their  trip,  with  stained  towels  pinned  up 
across  the  front  of  their  cloth  dresses ! 


One  of  the  eight  nurses  who  were  selected  for  night  duty  was 
Anna  J.  Johnson.    She  wrote  of  her  experience: 


Miss  [Dorntliy]  Turnbull,  tlie  chief  nurse,  led  the  way 
through  the  darkness  and  we  followed  as  best  we  could. 
Miss  I  Margaret  F.  ]  MclA'od  arul  I  were  taken  to  wards  on 
the  top  floor;  w^e  thought  we  would  never  reach  the  top.  as 
we  had  to  feel  our  way  up  winding  stairs  and  through  dark 
halls.  We  were  told  that  there  were  about  sixty  new  operative 
cases  and  were  instructed  to  watch  for  shock  and  hemorrhage. 
"Do  not  strike  a  m.-itch  or  turn  on  a  flashlight,"  were  Miss 
Turnbull'ti  parting  words. 

The  barrage  continued  throughout  the  night,  the  Boche 
planes  hovering  above  us  and  the  shrapnel  falling  like  rain 
on  the  roof.  When  there  was  a  lull,  wc  couM  hear  our  pa- 
tients moaning  but  we  could  not  always  find  them.  At  3:00 
A.M.  the  moon  came  out  and  we  could  see  after  a  fashion.  At 
dawn,  we  disi-overed  that  we  had  had  jiaticnts  and  beds  and 
dirt,  but  practically  nothing  else.  We  had  only  one  centi- 
grade thermometer,  three  glaaees,  one  baain,  no  toweb,  bo 
wash-clothes.  .  .  . 

Mis8  Turnbull  took  us  to  breakfast  in  a  huge  hall  where 
Italian  and  French  orderlies  were  screaming  at  each  other. 
There  were  a  number  of  long  dark  marble  tables.  Breakfast 
cnn!<isted  of  Freiuh  military  bread,  date  191o  on  the  loaf. 
Ench  person  cut  his  or  her  chunk  off;  there  was  a  streak  of 
mold  running  thruugh  it.  hut  one  picked  off  the  good  bread 
and  ate  it.    There  were  Urge  granite  pitchers  of  eo(T«e.  .  ,  . 
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The  capacity  of  the  Beauvfiia  hospital,  originally  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  l)edfl,  was  iinnu'diatcly  expanded  by  the  use  of 
Bossonneaii  tenta  to  four  InnidnHJ,  a  number  hirge  enongh  to 
make  mx^eaaary  the  oatablishnient  of  a  apecial  evacuation  train 
w^rvice  running  between  Beauvais  and  an  emergency  base  hos- 
pital established  on  the  Autcuil  race  course  near  Paris.  During 
the  entire  time  that  the  First  Division  was  in  the  Montdidier 

;tor,  jVmerican  Rod  Cross  Hospital  No.  104  received  and 
'acuatcd  American  wounded.  Miss  Stimson  reported  the  con- 
ditions on  the  morning  following  the  arrival  of  the  emergency 
unit: 

Patients  were  immediately  evacuated  and  otlicrB  admitted. 
Nurses  in  charge  of  the  wards  soon  began  to  bring  com- 
parative order  out  of  chao8.  "Boxes  of  supplies  were  opened 
and  equipment  of  all  ports  distributed.  A  number  of  the 
members  of  the  Smith  College  Unit  were  flying  about  on  alt 
kinds  of  errfuidy.  Some  nmde  beds,  some  went  in  their 
camions  for  food,  others  washed  dishes.  The  kind  of  work 
they  had  been  doing  for  days  has  been  beyond  all  praise. 
Left  alone  in  wards  full  of  seriously  injured  men,  they  had 
nothing  but  instinct  and  common  sense  to  guide  them  in 
their  care. 

In  leaving  the  hospital,  the  French  had  taken  a  great  deal 
of  their  equipment.  Tted  Cross  8up])lies  from  the  warehouse 
in  Beauvais  were  rushnd  over  within  a  few  hours.  A  Kod 
Cross  plumber  and  elortriciat*  appeared.  So<.m  all  the  depart- 
mentiii  of  a  smoothly  running  evacuation  hospital  were  getting 
into  line. 

"Tell  them  in  Paris,"  said  the  Army  Major  in  charge, 
"that  we  are  marching  on." 

"Tell  them/*  said  the  nurses,  "this  is  what  we  have  come 
for,  this  is  exactly  what  we  have  had  all  our  preparation  and 
all  our  training  for,  and  we  can't  say  how  glad  we  are  to  be 
here!" 


Back  in  Paris  on  the  Champs  de  Cottrse  at  Autcuil,  just  as 
splendid  a  piece  of  work  was  being  done  in  the  emergency 
erection  of  a  Red  Cross  base.  Dr.  C.  C  Bnrlingame,  director 
of  hospital  administration  of  the  commission,  reported  con- 
cerning the  ostablishmcnt  of  this  hospital^  American  Red  Cross 
Military  Hospital  No.  5 : 

On  April  8.  1918,  Colonel  S.  R.  Wadhams,  Medical  Corps, 
preaented  to  the  Red  Cross  the  possible  need  for  additional 
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hofipitol  beds  in  Paris;  that  the  Army  was  forbidden  to  ac- 
quire them;  and  asked  for  a  tent  liospital  in  the  Bois  de 
Boulogne.  This  request  was  later  confirmed  in  writing  in  the 
name  of  the  Chief  iSurgeon. 

The  Hed  Cross  undertook  the  establishment  of  a  hospital 
capable  not  only  of  caring  for  convalescents,  but  to  be  used 
for  general  medical  and  surgical  work.  The  oonstructiou  was 
eomniorrced  on  May  *>.  Twenty-one  working  days  later,  on 
Memorial  Day,  this  hospital  received  its  tirst  convoy  of  one 
hundrc<l  and  sixty-nine  patients.  At  tlie  beginning  it  was  a 
five  hundred  bed  hospital,  but  grew  rapidly  to  twenty-five 
hundred  beds.  This  tent  hospital  became  the  great  sponge 
which  absorbed  all  the  overflow  patients  during  the  German 
drives  toward  Paris. 

American  Ked  Cross  nurses  comimsed  the  entire  original 
nursing  force.  When  the  emergency  arose,  they  were  swiftly 
withdrawn  from  the  Children's  Bureau,  the  Tuberculosis 
Bureau  and  other  Hed  Cross  civilian  relief  activities.  Never 
was  there  a  better  demonstration  of  the  resourcefubiess  of 
American  women  than  in  this  instance.  I'erfcctly  green  in 
the  military  gtmie,  they  filed  in,  formed  a  nursing  force  of  an 
extremely  active  military  hospital  and  accomplished  their 
task  as  if  they  had  been  there  all  their  lives. 

Harriet  L.  Lcete,  of  the  Red  Cross  Cliildren's  Bureau  ia 
Paris,  an  American  public  health  nurae  of  ript*  experience  and 
great  native  ability,  was  chief  nurso  of  the  Autcuil  Teut  Hoa- 
pital,  Amerii^an  Red  (^ross  Military  Hospital  No.  5.  Miaa 
Leete  was  a  gradiiali*  of  the  Lakeside  Training  School  for 
Nurses,  Cleveland^  Ohio,  and  was  for  many  years  superin- 
tendent of  the  Babies'  Hospital  dispensary  of  that  city.  Her 
first  affiliation  witli  the  American  Rod  Cross  cjirao  in  1^07, 
when  she  volunteered  through  the  Rochester  Chapter  for  service 
as  a  nurse.  She  was  one  of  the  charter  members  of  the  National 
Committee  on  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service  and  was  an  enthusias- 
tic »jK»naor  nf  the  scn'icc  during  the  early  days  of  organization 
and  throiighout  the  period  of  war  and  demobilization.  She 
went  overseas  as  a  member  of  the  U.  S.  Army  Base  Hospital 
No.  4  (Lakeside),  but  was  transferred  fmm  her  unit  on  Sep* 
teniber  15,  1017,  for  dutv  with  the  American  Red  Cross  Chil- 
dron's  Hureau  of  the  Department  of  Civil  AiTairs,  Red  Crotti 
Conmiission  for  Fnuicc.  In  her  work  with  tlie  Children's  Bu- 
reau, she  rendered  brilliant  service  until  her  transfer  to  military 
duty  as  chief  nurse  of  No.  5. 
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Miss  Leete  had  as  her  assistants  at  the  Tent  Hospital,  Susan 
Apted,  Blanche  Gilbert  and  Grace  Kellcrhouse.  To  Mrs. 
Apted  (Connecticut  Training  School,  New  Haven,  Connecti- 
cut) was  entrusted  responsibility  for  setting  up  and  equip- 
ping the  various  tent  wards,  as  the  hospital  was  expanded 
during  the  summer  to  meet  emergency  needs.  Blanche  Gilliert 
(Lakeside)  had  charge  of  the  placement  of  nurses  in  the  diiTerent 
divisions  of  the  big  base.  Grace  Kellerhouse  (Methodist  Episco- 
pal Hospital,  Brouklyu,  New  York)  was  the  head  nurse  of  a 
unit  of  twenty  Navy  nurses  which  was  assigned  in  August, 
1918,  from  Navy  Base  Hospital  No.  1  at  Brest  to  Auteuil,  to 
relieve  the  nursing  shortage  at  the  Tent  Hospital.  Miss  Keller- 
house  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  training  of  the  orderlies  at 
No.  5.  She  was  given  authority  over  the  sergeants  and  by 
reason  of  this  important  concession,  as  well  as  beeausi!  nf  her 
native  tact  and  ability  and  her  prt-vious  experience  in  the  Navy 
Xurse  Corps — for  nue  of  the  chief  duti<-s  of  Navy  nurses  is  the 
instruction  of  hospital  attendants — Miss  Kellerhouw*  did  bril- 
liant work  at  American  Ked  Cross  Military  Hospital  No.  5, 

At  the  height  of  the  aunuiier  oifensives,  the  nursing  statf  of 
the  Auteuil  Hospital  numbered  nearly  three  hundred  nurses. 
The  hospital  occupied  n  position  of  great  strategic  importance. 
Nurses  who  had  arrived  in  France  without  any  experience  in 
military  nursing  were  assigned  to  temporary  duty  at  No.  5 
and  were  there  instructed  iu  war-time  surgery  by  Inez  Cadell 
(Johns  Hopkins),  a  surgical  nurse  familiar  with  the  most 
modern  phases  of  war  nursing  technique.  After  this  intro- 
duction to  military  nursing  in  the  Tent  Hospital,  where  con- 
ditions somewhat  resembled  those  to  be  encountered  later  in 
the  field,  the  nurses  were  sent  on  up  the  line  to  forward  Ameri- 
can Red  Cross  and  Medical  Corps  unit^. 

Of  the  recreational  phases  of  American  Red  Cross  Military 
Hospital  No,  5,  Dorothy  I^wis  Kitchen,  who  had  aided  Alias 
Delano  in  the  preparation  of  nursing  publicity  at  National 
Headquarters  until  her  ussigtuneut  overseas  as  a  hospital  ro- 
creatioD  hut  worker,  wrote: 

American  Red  Cross  Military  Hospital  No.  6  is  a  large 
t€nt  ho«pital  on  tlie  race  course.  The  recreation  hut,  also 
under  canvas,  contains  writing  tables,  a  piano  and  victrola 
and  a  canteen  where  cigarettes,  etc.,  are  gold.  We  came 
through  the  mud  and  pools  of  water  with  a  bunch  of  boys 
dressed    in   bath  robes,  going  to  hear  a  Y.M.C.A.  concert 
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there.  Tlie  gassed  cases  are  the  hardest.  Any  man  would 
prefer  a  heavy  wound.  These  boys  have  a  queer  yellow-white 
color»  are  very  thin  and  cough  in  a  peculiarly  rasping  voice 
when  they've  had  it  in  their  lungs. 

The  tent  was  jammed  witli  soldiers.  The  conoert  singer, 
one  Vd  heard  in  vaudeville  in  ti»e  States,  got  tliein  to  singing. 
It's  queer  that  they  seem  to  adore  the  rather  sad,  sentimental 
songs  like  "Just  a  Baby's  Prayer  at  Twilight'*  and  "Home- 
ward Bound."  She  singled  out  a  little  darkey  from  Tennessee 
who  ragged  the  piano,  another  doughlMjy  who  also  played  and 
several  who  whistled  exeellently.  The  audiem-e  really  bright- 
ened up  to  hear  one  of  their  own  crowd  perform. 

Going  back  we  passed  the  windows  of  the  tent  wards;  headi 
came  popping  out  and  they  called: 

*'Gee,  real  American  girls!"' 

"Anvbody  there  from  Missouri?" 

"AinH  California  swell?" 

Some  inside  who  couldn't  lift  their  heads  smiled  at  us 
through  the  windows. 

Eliznl)eth  Crondick,  nn  American  Red  Cross  nurse  who  was 
at  one  time  assigned  to  duty  at  No.  6,  wrote: 

The  little  comforts  and  luxuries  furnished  the  boys  at 
Auteuil  made  a  tremendous  impression  ufwn  them.  One 
night  while  on  duty  in  a  stable  which  had  been  improvised 
into  a  semi-hot*pilal,  I  overhwird  a  boy  say  he  lioi>e<l  he  would 
go  to  Red  Cross  Ho«pital  No.  .5  in  Paris  bei.'auso  "you  got 
ice  cream  there  and  it  was  Bome  hospital,  besides  V'  The 
other  boys,  all  grievously  wounded  and  lying  on  blood-soaked 
stretchers,  forgot  their  suiTering  for  a  moment  to  dispute  such 
a  fairy  tale.  The  lad  got  his  wish  because  I  went  to  see  him 
at  Hospital  No.  5  a  month  later. 

During  the  first  six  months  after  its  establishment,  i\ineri- 
can  Red  Cross  Military  Hospital  No.  5  receivtHl  11,401  Ameri- 
can patients  and  maintained  183,733  hospital  days. 

The  Beauvais  and  Autcuil  hospitals  were  created  out  of  the 
dire  emergency  caused  by  the  enemy's  possession  of  the  Soissozu 
Line.  The  need  for  Red  Cross  emergency  hospitiilizatlon  for 
[American  troops  continued.  Colonel  Ayres  reported  the  con- 
tinuation of  the  third  great  offensive  of  the  German  divisiona 
massed  on  the  Western  Front: 

.  .  .  Soissons  fell  and  on  May  31  the  enemy  had  readied 
the  Mame  Valley,  down  which  he  was  advancing  in  the  direc- 


.^  N? 


American  Red  Cross  Military  Hospital  Ko.  5,  at  Aiitcuil.  near  Paris.     To 
the  right  appear  the  old  betting-booths  under  the  trees. 


The  interior  of  a  teut  ward  at  Aateuil. 
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tion  of  Paris.  At  this  critical  moment,  our  Serond  Division 
together  with  elements  of  the  Thinl  and  Twenty-eighth 
Divisions  were  thrown  into  the  line.  By  blocking  the  gen- 
eral advance  at  Chateau-Tliierry,  they  rendered  great  assist- 
ance in  (itoppiug  perhaps  the  most  dangerous  of  the  German 
drives.  Tlie  Second  Division  not  only  halted  the  enemy  on 
its  front  hut  also  captured  from  him  the  strong  tactical  posi- 
tion of  Bouresdies,  Bclleau  Wood  and  Vaux. 


Major  Foeburgh  summarized  the  sanitary  situation  of  the 
►nd  Division  as  it  moved  into  the  line  at  this  grave  crisis: 

It  was  reported  to  us  that  in  the  expectation  that  tho 
PVeiK'h  wouh!  provide  all  hospitaliziition,  the  Second  Division 
had  left  in  the  Toul  area  everything  except  their  regimental 
medical  chests.  Furthermore,  because  of  the  su<klenjio.ss  of 
the  drive  bet^^'een  Soissons  and  Rheims,  the  French  had  been 
unable  to  salvage  any  of  the  hospitalization  in  that  area  and 
had  lost  in  excess  of  55.000  beds.  They  were  totally  unable 
to  make  provision  for  the  needs  of  the  Sei-ond  Division. 

The  day  after  their  arrival  in  the  Meaux  area,  Red  Cross 
inspetrtion  cf  their  equipment  found  their  entire  hospitaliza- 
tion to  consist  of  two  Held  huspitals.  One  of  tliese,  located  in 
a  cow  Itarn,  had  five  stretchers  and  a  small  assortment  of 
drugs  and  dressings.  The  second  one,  located  iu  a  small 
schoolhouse,  had  twelve  stretchers  and  a  larger  collection  of 
dressings  and  equipment.  Back  of  these  to-called  field  hos- 
pitals, the  divisional  surgeon  wa^  attempting  to  establish  at 
Meaux,  a  distance  of  twenty  miles  behind  the  lines,  in  a 
wrecked  chateau,  an  evacuation  hospital,  using  tentage  and 
equipment  previously  loaneil  to  the  division  by  the  American 
Red  Cross.  Bnck  of  Meaux.  not  a  single  bed  was  in  readiness 
for  the  reception  of  wounded,  hourly  expected,  until  Paris 
could  be  reached  at  a  further  distance  of  approximately  thirty 
miles. 

The  divisional  medical  officers  and  consultants  appealed  to 
the  Red  Cross  fur  assistance.  It  was  ap()arent  that  a  hospital 
for  evacuation  purposes  must  be  established  at  once  and  ar- 
rangements were  concluded  over  night  for  taking  over  the 
hospital  at  Jouilly,  Seine-et-ilarne,  which  had  been  operated 
since  1014  by  Mrs.  H.  P.  Whitney.  At  that  time  it  had  a 
capacity  of  '^35  beds.  Additional  buildinf^s  and  tentage 
immediately  brought  this  up  to  eight  hundred  and  before  the 
Marines  and  other  detachments  of  the  Second  Division  made 
their  great  fight  in  Belleau  Wood,  this  hospital  was  in  full 
operation.    The  Red  Cross  also  furnished  tentage,  dressings, 
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instrunients,  drugs  and  other  supplies  to  the  division  for 
their  field  hospitals.  Kvnryonc  of  the  eighty-five  hundred 
casualties  in  a  single  week  in  Belleau  Wood  were  brought 
down  tiirough  American  Ked  Cross  beds  to  i'aris."' 

Colonel  Burlingame's  report  included  the  following  com- 
ment upon  the  work  accomplished  by  the  little  unit  at  Jou»lly, 
Seiue-i*t-Marne; 

Colonel  Morrow,  chief  tnurgeon  of  tlie  Se<*ond  Division, 
suggested  that  the  Red  ('rose  take  over  the  .louilly  hospital 
aril]  that  transportation  of  patients  he  nmde  by  ambulance 
from  Moaux  to  this  point.  With  no  formality  at  all,  the 
hospital  was  taken  over  and  on  the  same  night,  June  3,  it 
was  tilled.  Within  a  few  days  its  capacity  was  increased  from 
two  hundred  and  eighty  to  one  thousand  beds.  On  June  8 
the  Red  Cross  personnel  was  augmented  by  the  assignment 
to  <luty  at  this  fomirttion  of  personnel  from  United  States 
Army  Evacuation  Hospital  No.  8. 

During  the  days  of  its  enlargement,  installation  of  electric 
lighi>i,  etc.,  it  receivt»d  a  <'ontinuous  stream  of  supplies  from 
Paris  and  at  the  same  time  was  raring  for  its  maximum  ca- 
pacity of  patients.  On  July  t»  and  7,  1700  patients  were 
handled  by  this  small  unit  and  1183  were  evacuated  to  Paris. 
The  personnel  of  Evacuation  Hospital  No.  8  was  withdrawn 
and  for  a  time  some  of  the  personnel  from  a  newly-arrived 
Army  base  hospital  were  assigned  to  duty  there. 

The  removal  of  American  troops  from  this  sector  resulted 
in  the  withdrawal  of  the  Medical  Corps  from  this  formation 
and  this  unit  was  therefore  diKcontinued  as  an  American 
Ked  Cross  military  hospital  to  function  as  American  Ked 
Cross  Hospital  No.  lOfl  for  the  French  wounded." 

The  hospital  at  Jonilly,  Seine-et-Morne,  was  used  as  a  medi- 
cal and  8)irgical  center  throughout  the  summer  of  IS^IS,  while 
American  troops  were  in  the  vicinity  of  Chateau-Thierry. 
Anna  Johniaon  was  assigned  to  duty  there  on  August  22.  She 
wrote: 


This  hospital  is  located  in  an  old  colle^^e  and  the  buildtncs 
have  been  Uiied  at  three  ditferent  times  in  history  as  military 

"A  furttier  account  of  the  work  at  Jouilly,  Svioe>*et-MarDe,  appears  in 
Chapter  VIII. 

""Military  History  of  the  American  Red  Croes  in  Krannt/'  p.  44- 
I.ibriirv,  Nntional  Hradquartera, 
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hospitals.  ...  I  was  put  on  night  duty;  influenza  patients 
were  coming  in  very  fust  from  a  veterinary  camp  at  Jouilly. 
I  had  two  tents  about  one  half  a  block  apart.  One  orderly 
was  on  duty  in  one  tent  and  another  in  the  other  tent  and  all 
night  long  in  the  pouring  rain  I  plowed  back  and  forth 
thruugh  the  mud  between  the  two  tents. 

The  men  were  desperately  sick.  On  the  fourth  night,  the 
theater  of  this  old  college  was  opened  to  acconnnodate  the 
great  numbers.  There  were  63  new  patients  that  night»  be- 
sides the  ones  in  my  two  tents  and  in  the  theater.  1  was  told 
that  at  midnight  more  nurses  would  arrive  to  help  me.  Four 
of  the  doctors  stayed  on.  The  men  were  the  sickest  1  have 
ever  seen.  They  looked  like  gassed  patients  but  none  of  them 
had  ever  been  near  the  front  and  they  had  only  been  in 
France  three  weeks,  taking  care  of  gassed  horses.  If  ever 
doctors  worked  witli  patients,  those  from  Ba.«e  iluspital  No. 
57  certainly  did,  but  those  boys  in  spite  of  all  our  efforts 
simfdy  died.  One  night  13  were  carried  out  of  my  ward. 
It  was  discouraging  beyond  all  words  to  see  those  splendid 
specimens  of  manhood  just  pass  out  without  a  struggle.  They 
were  all  big  Western  fellows;  many  of  them  had  never  had  a 
sick  day  in  their  lives  before. 

The  last  week  in  May,  1018,  found  General  Ludendorff  in 
posBession  of  two  wedges  thrust  toward  Paris,  that  in  the 
northeast  with  its  point  at  Cautigny  and  Montdidier  and  that 
in  the  southeast  with  its  tip  at  Chateau-Thierry,  In  his  fourth 
great  oflTenaive,  he  sought  to  smooth  these  wedges  out  into  a 
single  continuous  front.  Of  the  threatened  blow  which  fell  in 
June  upon  the  French  and  Auiericau  troops  holding  the  ^oyon- 
Montdidior  trenches,  Colonel  Ayrea  wrote: 

The  enemy  had  by  his  offensive  established  two  salients 
threatening  Paris.  He  now  sought  to  convert  them  into  one 
by  a  fourth  terrific  blow  delivered  on  a  front  of  twenty-two 
miles  between  Montdidier  and  Noyon,  The  reinforced 
French  Army  resisted  firmly  and  the  attack  was  halted  after 
an  initial  advance  of  about  six  miles.  Throughout  this  opera- 
tion (June  1-15)  the  extreme  left  line  of  the  salient  was  de- 
fended by  our  First  Division. 


During  the  first  week  of  June,  1918,  American  Red  CrosB 
Military  llospital  No.  107  was  organized  at  Jouy-sur-Morin, 
Of  ita  establish raent,  Colonel  Bnrlingaroe  wrote; 
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It  will  be  remembered  that  in  the  first  week  in  June,  1918^ 
two  American  Divigions  were  in  action  around  Chateau- 
Thierry.  Action,  and  quick  action,  was  neccnsary  for  hnspi- 
tttlisation.  Fifty  thousand  hospital  beds  had  previously  been 
captured  from  tfie  French  in  the  (.Jorman  drive.  It  had  early 
become  evident  that  the  greatly  diminished  hospital  resources 
of  the  French,  combined  with  their  own  urgent  need  for 
beds,  wonld  make  it  imjwssihle  for  them  to  carry  out  the 
agreement  to  hospitalize  wounded  from  American  divisions 
loaned  to  and  lighting  with  the  French. 

Word  concerning  the  coiuhtiuns  was  received  from  Colonel 
Paul  C.  Ilutton,  Medical  Corps,  who  was  representing  the 
Chief  Surgeon  of  the  Aruiy  east  of  Montdidier  where  Ameri- 
can troops  had  been  brigaded  with  the  French.  A  camion 
train  of  supplies,  together  with  personnel,  was  started  on  the 
road  in  the  general  direction  of  ^!t)utmi^ail.  The  Director 
of  the  Bureau  of  Hospital  Administration  and  the  Chief 
Nurse  preceded  this  convoy,  getting  in  touch  with  Colonel 
Hutton.  Hurried  conference  between  the  head  of  the  Medical 
Service  of  the  French  Army  and  Colonel  Ilutton  resulted  in 
the  Red  Cross  taking  over  a  chateau  at  Jouy-sur-Morin,  which 
had  just  been  evacuated  by  the  withdrawal  of  a  French  for- 
mation. Watchers  along  the  road  diverted  the  camion  train 
to  the  jwint  which  was  to  become  American  Red  Cross  hos- 
pital No.  107. 

Though  never  designated  as  an  American  Red  Crow 
military  hospital,  No.  107  was  operated  as  such,  with  per- 
sonnel furni.'*hed  jointly  by  the  Army  and  the  Red  Cross. 


In  a  letter  addressed  June  5  to  her  family,  Miaa  Stitnson 
wrote  of  the  difficulties  which  the  nurses  faced  in  cstabltsbing 
the  hospital  at  Jouy-eur-Morin : 

It  is  no  small  job  to  take  over  a  French  institution  to- 
gether with  part  of  its  force  and  man  it  with  two  teams  of 
officers  who  have  before  seen  each  other  and  a  group  of  nursea 
who  had  never  worked  together  cither  with  each  other  or 
with  the  doctors  in  command.  Most  of  them  speak  no  French 
and  alt  of  them  are  nurses  spi'<'ialized  in  child  welfare  or 
tulierculoflis  or  social  service  work.  Fortunately  they  arc  all 
Red  Cross  nurse?,  which  means  that  once  upon  a  time  before 
they  spe<'ialized  in  welfare  work,  they  had  had  good  general 
training,  so  they  are  instantly  transformed  back  to  surgical 
nurses. 

The  nurse  in  chargr,  Linda  K.  Meirs.  had  never  seen  most 
of  her  staff  before.    She  had  recently  come  ba^'k  from  work 
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in  Roumania  and  had  been  in  Paris  only  a  few  days  before 
1  sent  her  to  this  hospital. 

Ever)*thing  out  at  Jouy  looked  so  impossible  to-day  that 
after  much  talk  we  got  a  fjood  many  arrangements  about 
M^rvants,  rations,  supplieg  and  relation  to  the  French  and 
American  ollicials  straightened  out  and  then  Dr.  Burlingame 
de<*ided  that  the  sooner  vvc  disappeared  the  sooner  would  they 
work  out  their  own  salvation,  so  we  returned  to  Paris.  .  .  . 


Miss  Meirs^  Red  Cross  service  bud  befpin  on  the  Meroy  Ship, 
had  extended  through  assignment  to  Kief  and  later  to  the 
American  Red  Cross  Coumiiaaiou  (1U17)  for  Koutnauia;  it 
finally  brought  her  the  Florence  Nightingale  Medal.  Of  her 
conduct  at  Jouy-sur-Morin,  Miss  Stimson  wrote  Miss  Noyes 
(July  19): 

Miss  Meirs  has  done  splendid  work  here  at  American  Red 
Cross  Hospital  \o.  107.  The  commanding  otficer  tells  me 
that  on  the  night  of  the  heavy  raid  (July  15)  she  could  not 
have  been  liner.  It  was  a  terrible  ex]>erience.  One  of  the  hos- 
pital corps  men  was  killed  outright ;  another  man  had  his  leg 
so  badly  hurt  that  immeiliatc  amputation  was  necessary. 
Several  other  orderlies  as  well  us  patients  were  wounded. 

1  stayed  at  the  hos|iital  during  a  raid  on  the  following 
night.  After  what  Hu'V  had  had  the  night  before,  tlie  terror 
among  the  patitMits,  particularly  those  suffering  from  shell- 
shock,  we  shall  never  forget. 

Miss  Patterson,  formerly  chief  rurse  of  the  Commission  for 
I^umania  and  in  1018  assistant  to  Miss  Stimson  and  Misa 
Fitzgerald  in  the  Paris  headquarters,  wrote  of  Misa  Meirs: 

.  .  .  Her  commanding  ollirer  has  said  that  she  is  the 
imeat  nurse  he  knows  and  her  nurses,  her  aides  and  every 
person  coimected  with  the  plate  have  been  unstinted  in  their 
praise.  Her  corpsmen  rail  her  "t'olonul"  and  would  do  any- 
thing for  her.  In  short,  her  wonderful  spirit  has  dominated 
always — her  absolute  unselfishness  and  keenness  to  serve  at 
any  place  or  anylnidy  wlio  needs  lielp.  It  is  not  such  tre- 
mendous executive  ability  which  she  has,  but  she  is  so  tre- 
mendously sincere  and  energetic  that  every  person  about  her 
works  with  the  same  spirit  as  far  as  it  is  m  htm.  .  .  . 

At  Jouy-snr-Morin,  on  the  night  of  July  15,  Jane  Jeffery, 
EB  American  Med  Cross  nnrst*  transferred  from  the  Children's 
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Bureau,  was  severely  wounded, 
the  foliowiug  comment: 


A  French  dispatch  contained 


Ix)cated  in  a  quiet,  remote  spot  three  kilometers  from  the 
railroad,  the  hospital  at  Jouy-eur-Morin  not  only  hears  the 
distinctive  marks  of  the  sanitary  service,  but  on  a  nearby 
grass  plot  there  has  been  spread  a  huge  cross  made  of  white 
towels,  its  arms  ineaBuring  thirty  meters.  Shortly  after  the 
inauguration  of  tlie  hospital,  one  of  the  Allied  planes  flew 
over  the  spot  taking  photographs  to  show  that  the  cross  was 
plainly  visible  from  a  iteight  of  many  thousand  meters. 

During  the  night  of  July  15,  two  German  aviators  flew 
above  the  American  hospital;  volplaning,  they  descended  to 
within  a  few  hundred  meters  of  the  buildings  and  dropped 
four  bombs.    It  was  midnight. 

In  the  operating-room,  the  surgeons  were  at  work.  At  the 
moment  when  the  first  bomb  stmck.  Major  MfCoy  held  in 
his  forceps  the  femoral  artery  of  the  patient  on  the  table. 
The  lights  went  out,  two  more  l>ombs  fell,  the  third  failing  to 
explode.  In  one  room,  an  orderly  was  killed  as  he  was  giving 
a  drink  of  water  to  a  patient.  Nine  were  wounded,  .  .  .  one 
of  whom  was  an  American  Ked  Cross  nurse. 

We  romemiier  that  recently  sixty  German  prisoners  were 
treat**(i  in  this  hospitnl  at  .loiiy-sur-Morin,  where  they  re- 
cvived  from  perhaps  the  very  nurse  whom  they  have  wounded 
the  same  care  and  attention  which  she  was  giving  our 
soldiers." 

Miss  Stimson  wrote  Miss  Noyes  on  July  19: 

Miss  JefTery  was  on  night  duty  attending  her  patients 
when  a  fragment  of  shell  struck  her.  She  showed  great  spirit 
and  was  only  concerned  bernnse  she  felt  she  was  causing  more 
trouble  to  the  already  overworked  staff  of  doctors  and  nurses. 
When  I  told  her  the  next  day  we  were  going  to  bring  her  into 
a  hospitrti  here  in  Paris,  she  was  greatly  disappointed.  She 
had  hoped  to  be  able  to  go  on  duty  again  in  a  few  days. 


On  July  31  the  Paris  Hurcau  of  Nursing  rushed  twelve  new 
arrivals  up  to  Jouy-snr-ilorin  to  rcenforce  Mi.^s  Alcira'  staff. 
Among  thesi-  nurses  was  Edith  Ambrose,  a  nurse  especially 
trained  in  psychiutrit*  work.    Of  her  ejcporicuces,  ahc  wrote: 

"Trttinlntwl  hy  thi»  AmerirftTi  R«l  Crofts  Departmpnt  of  PuhUclty,  from 
Tahlettt*M  den  Drwr-Charmtr.  July  23.   1918. 
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Upon  our  arrival  at  10:30  P.M.  three  of  us  went  immedi- 
ately on  night  duty.  .Inst  aa  we  were  about  to  go  to  our  tent 
assignments,  Fritz  was  announced  by  a  siren.  We  happened 
to  be  in  the  corridor  of  the  chateau  which  is  headquarters  for 
the  statr  and  operating-rooms  for  the  hospital.  Fritii'B  calling 
cards  n)ared  a.s  they  struck  and  bang !  bang !  bang !  came  our 
welcoming  response.  Our  exchange  of  amenities  tasted  for 
perhaps  half  an  hour.  When  it  was  over,  1  tried  to  analyze 
my  aensationa,  chiefly  disappointment  at  not  being  outside 
to  sec  what  was  going  on  ajul  certainly  amusement  at  our 
different  attitudes.  A  timid  voice  whispered  out  of  the  dark- 
ness that  she  ''wouldn't  he  so  afraid  if  someone  woidd 'only 
hold  her  hand!"  Every  one  must  have  grabbed  for  it,  for  I 
found  both  of  mine  firmly  held  until  after  the  last  gun  was 
fired. 

They  led  us  out  in  the  darkness  to  the  tents  where  each  of 
ns  were  given  a  candle  and  explicit  instructions  to  shield  it 
carefully.  The  tents  had  no  floors,  but  by  morning  we  had 
every  bed  full.  In  an  evacuation  hospital  like  this  we  did  as 
much  as  we  could  to  make  the  boys  comfortable  for  a  few 
hours  before  they  go  on  to  the  base.  Morpliine  of  necessity 
became  the  standing  order.  We  tried  to  give  them  a  bath, 
something  hot  to  eat  nnd  fresh  dressings. 

In  my  tent  was  a  lad  from  North  Carolina  with  i)oth  lungs 
pierced.  As  he  was  hemorrhaging  quite  frequently,  we  moved 
hia  bed  outside  to  give  him  all  the  air  possible.  He  said  to 
me;  "Would  you  tell  me  a  fib  if  1  asked  you  if  I  was  going  to 
die?"  I  answered,  "Well,  you  are  a  gofnl  enough  soldier  to 
know  what  a  fighting  chance  means  and  you  mutJtn't  think 
for  a  minute  you're  going  to  lose."  He  groped  for  my  hand 
in  fear  that  1  should  leave  him  alone  to  face  the  weakness 
coming  over  him.  Presently,  I  asked  him  if  he  would  like 
me  to  write  to  his  mother.  "No,"  he  said,  "she's  so  scared 
now  sheM  die  to  see  a  strange  handwriting.**  After  a  little 
while  he  said  again,  "You  all  are  certainly  ne.^  to  having  her 
here  herself." 


hospital  which  lind  previously  Ix'on  maintained  in  part 
by  private  American  phihinthropiats  nnd  in  part  by  subsidioa 
from  the  American  Ked  Cross,  was  taken  over  entirely  by  the 
commission  in  July,  I'M 8,  expanded  and  operated  as  an 
American  Rod  Cross  hospital ;  this  formation  was  Dr.  Fitch's 
Hospital  at  Evrenx,  Vllopiial  CompUmentaire  No.  2,  which  the 
French  Service,  de  Sanfe  had  turned  over  to  him  on  September 
4,  1917,  after  he  and  Miss  Nelson  and  other  nurses  of  the 
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ori^nal  Yvetot-Unit  had  been  transferred  from  St  Valery-en- 
Caux.  Dr.  Fitch's  hoHpitnl  at  Rvreux  was  privcn  on  .Inly  lilt 
1018,  the  designation  of  American  Red  Cross  Hospital  No, 
109,  was  greatly  enlargi^d  and  was  run  by  the  oommission 
until  after  the  Armistice,  The  nursing  staff  was  recnforced 
from  time  to  time  by  additional  nurses  from  Paris  headquar- 
ters. Leila  Halverson,  an  American  Red  Cross  nurse  trans- 
ferred from  the  Chilclreu's  Bureau  to  Dr.  Fitch's  hospital, 
wrote: 

About  May  1,  the  hospital  had  a  capacity  of  300,  but  soon 
four  fifty-bed  barracks  were  built  and  afterwards  ten  tents, 
eontainiug  from  ten  to  fifty  beds  each,  were  put  up.  Most  of 
the  wounded  were  French,  but  we  al^o  had  Americans,  Eng- 
lish, Colonials  and  Boche  prisoners.  .  .  . 

The  work  done  in  this  hospital  was  almost  entirely  ortho- 
pedic, with  a  great  deal  of  bone  plating  and  bone  grafting. 
AVe  were  terribly  rushed  at  times  and  were  very  short  of 
nurses  and  aide*.  After  the  arrival  of  one  American  convoy, 
the  surgical  staff  worked  steadily  for  \2  hours,  stopping  only 
long  enough  to  eat  the  nienls  that  were  served  in  the  steriliz- 
ing room,  then  slept  for  four  hours,  then  operated  again  for 
20  hours.  .  .  . 

From  September  4,  1917,  the  date  on  which  Dr.  Fitch  and  Miss 
Nelson  first  took  over  Vllopital  Complimfntnirc  No,  2  at 
fivreux  until  January  1,  1!»1(»,  2104  patients  had  received  care 
there  from  American  Red  Cross  surgpiuis  and  nurses. 

Early  in  June,  1918,  the  use  of  gas  by  the  Germans  was 
increased  to  a  considerable  extent;  this  increase  brought  about 
the  need  for  a  hospital  in  Paris  which  could  be  used  exclusively 
for  the  treatment  of  gassed  patients.  The  Red  Cross  Commis- 
sion for  France  accordingly  leased  the  Pavilion  BeUevue,  at 
beautiful  St.  Cloud,  near  Paris,  and  on  June  Ifi,  1918,  opened 
a  hospital  of  GOO  beds,  which  was  designated  as  American  Red 
Cross  Military  Hospital  No.  C.  This  institution  was  originally 
intended  as  a  center  where  both  PVencli  and  American  physicians 
might  study  gassed  cases,  hut  the  acute  military  need  for  beds 
for  Americans  wounded  in  the  German  offensives  of  June  and 
July,  1018,  and  the  sulwequent  .Mlied  offensives  resulted  in  tho 
use  of  the  I^llevtie  Hospital  solely  by  tho  American  Expedition* 
ary  Forces. 
.  American  Red  Cross  Military  Hospital  No.  6  was  staffed 


THE  EUROPEAN  WAR 


611 


wholly  by  forty  American  Red  Cross  imrses  and  twelve  nnrsea' 
aides,  who  had  been  recalled  from  hospitals  of  the  Children's 
and  Ti'berculofiis  Bureaus  and  reussi^ied  to  help  meet  the  mili- 
tary needs.  Lily  B.  Crighton  (Illinois  Training  School  for 
Nursefi)  was  chief  nurse  of  this  hospital.     She  wrote: 

On  July  10,  I  was  assigned  to  a  new  gag  hospital  which  the 
Bed  Cross  atarte<l  at  I^llevue,  St.  Cloud.  It  whs  a  very  beau- 
tiful place  and  commanded  a  bird's-eye  view  of  Paris.  .  .  . 

Our  hospital  was  supposed  to  be  of  50O  bod  capacity  but 
during  the  rush,  we  had  well  over  GOO  patients.  Tlie  Red 
Cross  sent  us  generously  supplies  of  all  kinds,  so  we  could  put 
cots  in  the  halls  un  short  notice.  .  .  .  Wo  were  also  equipped 
with  an  electric  blower  and  "amberine"  sprays.  .  .  .  The 
men  would  come  in  with  hideous  blisters  extending  from 
tlieir  shoulders  dowu.  The  nurses  would  clip  away  all  this 
blistered  skin,  clean  the  then  raw  s\irfaci'  with  antiseptic 
solution,  dry  it  with  the  electric  blower  and  t^pray  on  the 
*'amberine.''  Burns  treated  in  this  manner  healed  in  an 
incredibly  short  time.  .  .  . 


Colonel  Burliugamo  stated  that  American  Red  Cross  Military 
Hospital  No.  0  during  the  six  months  ending  December  'M, 
1918,  maintained  01,360  hospital  days  and  admitted  3062 
patients. 

Paris  was  the  receiving  base  for  American  soldiers  wounded 
in  the  German  offensives,  but,  as  has  l>eon  stated  before,  the 
sanitary  units  of  the  U.  S.  Medical  Departmetit  were  not  iheu 
admitted  to  the  French  Army  Zone,  of  which  Paris  was  the 
center.  Thus  all  American  Red  Ooss  hospitals  in  and  near 
the  citv  were  crowded  to  capacity  during  the  summer  of 
1918. 

The  American  Ambulance  which  was  greatly  enlarged  and 
two  smaller  spt^cial  hospitals  which  had  lx»en  established  in 
ooxmoction  with  it,  were  utilized  for  tlie  woun»k'd.  Ksrly  in 
1918^  a  need  had  arisen  for  hospitalization  facilities  to  care  for 
flick  personnel  of  the  American  Red  Cross  and  of  other  Ameri- 
can welfare  organizations  then  operating  in  Europe  and  of 
women  employees  of  tlie  American  Armies  in  and  about  Paris. 
The  (Vjinniissiou  for  Fraiice  took  ovet\  ri'i'i|uippcd  and  maiu- 
tained  a  small  private  hospital  at  Neiiilly  which  they  desigmited 
American  Red  Cross  Hospital  No.  101.  Later  a  separate  hos- 
pital,   also    at    Neuilly.    was    secured    and    operated    by    the 
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American  Rpd  Cross  for  auxiliary  personnel  of  the  American 
Expe^litionary  Forces.  It  was  dosigiiated  as  American  Ri'd 
Cross  Hospital  No.  103.  When,  in  June,  1918,  the  military 
situation  became  a<mte  and  the  Germans  seized  Soissons,  with 
the  subsequent  loss  of  French  hospitalization,  the  beds  of 
American  Red  Cross  Hospitals  Nos.  101  and  103  were  used 
to  care  for  overflow  patients  from  the  Ambulance,  Military 
Hospital  No.  1.  Thus  during  the  six  months  ending  Decem- 
ber 30,  1918,  lied  Cross  Military  Hospital  No.  1,  with  its 
allied  hospitals  Nos.  101  and  103,  admitted  7437  patients  and 
maintained  175,873  hospital  days;  5553  operations  were  per- 
formed during  this  period. 

Red  Cross  Military  Hospital  No.  2  admitted  during  the 
period  from  July  1,  I'JIS,  to  Dwember  31,  1918,  2283  patients, 
performed  1294  operations,  and  maintained  64,478  hospital 
days. 

American  Red  Cross  Military  Hospital  No.  3  during  the 
last  six  months  of  1918,  admitted  1524  patients,  of  whom  27 
died.  The  hospital  maintained  during  this  period  31,491 
hospital  days. 

The  operation  of  this  emergency  hospital  serx'ice  in  the  zone 
of  the  base  in  such  places  as  Paris  and  ftvn^ux,  and  in  for- 
ward areas  such  as  Beauvais,  Jouilly-Seine-et-Marne  and  Jouy- 
sur-Morin  called  for  extensive  lied  Cross  organization  t^  furnish 
personnel  and  supplies  to  the  units.  To  meet  the  calls  which 
the^'  had  reason  to  expect  would  continue  throughout  the  sum- 
mer as  the  Allied  offensive  was  developed,  the  Red  Cross  Com- 
mission for  P^tiropc  had  built  up  by  .lune,  1918,  an  organisation 
similar  to  that  existing  in  the  United  Statc-s.  In  January, 
Major  Murphy  had  n-signcd  from  the  American  Red  <^ross 
War  Council  to  undertake  service  in  the  iVmeriean  Army  and 
on  February  5,  Major  Perkins  was  appointed  c<^mraissioner  for 
Euroi)e.  IIar\"ey  D.  GiJwfui,  formerly  general  manager  at 
National  Headquarters  and  later  a  member  of  the  War  Council, 
fluct-eiHhMl  Major  IVrkins  as  ci»mnuHj*iitner  U*r  France.  (\>m- 
missinuer  Gibwm  divided  France  into  nine  zoncSj  w^ith  head- 
quarters at  Paris,  IV)rdeaus,  Brest,  St  Nazaire.  Havre,  Mar- 
seilles, Lyons,  TourH  and  Neiifchatenu.  The  Paris  nlfici*  acted 
in  relation  to  Uiese  ziimcm  in  much  the  sumr  way  us  did  National 
Headquarters  in  Wusliiiigton  tu  its  divisions.  The  twenty 
aotivitiea  of  tlie  commission  were  administered  by  seven  de- 
partmonta : 
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I.  Department  of  Requirements,  whicii  dealt  with  supplies, 
transportation,  manufactures,  personnel,  permits  and  passes, 
construction. 

II.  Medical  and  Surgical  Department,  which  dealt  with 
hoRpital  administration,  nursing,  tuberculosis  and  public 
health,  the  Children's  Bureau,  reconstruction  and  re- 
education. 

III.  Medical  Research  and  Intelligence  nppflHmcnt,  which 
dealt  with  rc^Jcarch,  medical  informatioi],  the  library  bureau 
and  publications. 

IV.  Department  of  Army  and  Navy  Service,  which  dealt 
with  canteen,  home  and  hospital,  outpost  and  Army  field 
servicp. 

V.  Department  of  French  Hospitals,  which  dealt  with 
requidtions  from  and  supplies  for  French  hospitals,  the 
bureau  of  visiting. 

VI.  Department  of  Oenerul  Relief,  wbidi  dealt  with  refu- 
gees, soldiers'  families,  war  orphans,  agriculture. 

VII.  Department  of  Public  Information,  which  dealt  with 
news  service,  photographs  and  motion  pictures  descriptive  of 
Red  Cross  activities  overseas. 


During  the  summer  of  1918,  the  Nurses*  Bureau  established 
and  maintained  numerous  homes  in  and  near  Paris  and  at 
other  hospital  centers  where  Army  and  Red  Cross  nurses  who 
were  being  held  on  temporary  assigimicnt  in  these  centers,  who 
were  on  leave  or  who  were  convalescent  from  sickness  incurred 
in  line  of  duty,  were  entertained.  Of  thcao  homes,  Carrie  M. 
Hall,  who  in  November,  1918,  followed  Aliss  Stimson  as  chief 
nurse  of  the  American  Red  Cross  in  France,  wrote: 


The  convalescent  home  at  Le  Croiaic,  which  was  opened 
in  July,  1918,  oifcred  aceommodatiuns  for  100  nurses  on 
coDvalesconce  or  on  leave.  Le  Croisic  is  an  attractive  little 
fishing  village  on  llie  Brittany  coant  and  thn  convalescent 
home  overlooked  the  ocean  on  a  stretch  of  sandy  beach.  It 
made  an  idea!  resting-place  for  nurses  and  workers  worn  with 
the  strain.  The  rates  of  ten  francs  a  day  were  most  reason- 
able. The  good  food,  the  fresh  bracing  air.  the  tine  bathing 
and  the  picturesque  Breton  peasant  life  combinofi  to  make 
Le  Croisic  a  mn^t  desirable  resort.  The  place  was  clotfcd  in 
November,  11)18,  and  steps  were  immediately  taken  to  find  a 
suitable  substitute  in  tlie  south  of  France.  A  location  at 
Cap  d'Antibes,  near  Cannes,  on  the  French  Riviera,  was  se- 
cured and  on  January  fi,  1919,  the  hotel  was  taken  over. 


614   HISTORY  OF  AMERICAN  RED  CROSS  NURSING 

Plans  were  made  to  receive  200  convalescent  women  personnel 
of  the  Ued  Cross  and  five  nurses  were  sent  to  assist  the  nurse 
in  charge,  Mrs.  Katherine  Hough.  The  Convalescent  Bureau 
provided  all  information  and  secured  transportation  and 
reservations,  The  personnel  wiio  were  sent  down  on  conva- 
lescent leave  by  advice  of  a  doctor,  were  kept  there  free  of  all 
ejcpense.  The  personnel  on  leave  were  charged  reasonable 
rates,  which  they  couhl  not  have  obtained  at  any  other  hotel 
in  tliis  very  fashioualde  neighborhood. 


Miss  Morgan  took  a  vivid  interest  in  the  establishment  of  the 
ctinvaleseent  home  at  Le  Croisic  and  did  much  to  secure  the 
funds  necessary'  for  maintaining  it  and  tlic  other  nurses'  homes 
in  and  near  Paris.  A  list  of  tliese  nurses'  homes  may  be  found 
in  the  Appendix. 

The  later  weeks  of  June  were  comparatively  quiet  while 
General  hudondorff  massed  his  forces  for  what  proved  to  be 
his  last  offensive.    Colonel  Ayres  wrote: 

On  July  15,  the  enemy  attacked  simultaneously  on  both 
sides  of  Kheims,  the  eastern  corner  of  the  salient  he  had 
created  in  thr  Aisne  Drive  (May  27).  To  the  east  of  the  city, 
he  cros.*»ed  the  Marne  but  made  slight  progress.  His  path 
was  everywhere  blocked.  In  this  battle,  eighty-five  thousand 
American  troops  were  engageil,  the  Forty-second  Division  to 
the  extreme  east  of  Champagne,  and  the  Third  and  Twenty- 
eighth  to  the  west,  near  ChAteau-Thierry. 

The  turning-point  of  the  war  had  come.  The  great  Ger- 
man offensive  had  Iwen  stopfied.  The  initiative  now  passed 
from  Ludendorff  to  Marshal  Koch  and  a  series  of  Allied 
offensives  began,  destined  to  roll. back  the  German  armies  be- 
yond the  French  frontier.  The  moment  choi^en  by  Marshal 
Foch  for  launching  the  first  counter-otTensive  was  July  18, 
when  it  was  i  tear  thiit  the  German  Champagne-Marne  drive 
had  spent  its  force.  The  place  clu»sen  was  the  uncovered  west 
flank  of  the  German  salient  from  the  Aisne  to  the  Marne. 
The  First,  Second,  Third.  Fourth.  Twenty-sixth,  Twenty- 
eighth,  Thirty -second  and  Forty-second  American  divisions, 
together  with  sele^-tcd  French  troops,  were  employed. 

At  the  initiation  of  the  counter-offensive  of  July  18,  the 
Medical  Corps  had  received  permission  from  the  French  to 
bring  up  their  own  evacuatioii  hospitals,  so  that  the  Red  Cross 
hospitals  subsequently  developed  acted  in  a  supplementary 
capacity  to  Army  formations.     A  small  unit  at  C^autilly  was, 
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however,  an  exception  and  was  described  by  Colonel  Burl  in- 
game  as  follows : 

Just  before  the  great  connter-oITensive  on  July  15  the 
American  First  and  Second  divitjiojis  were  withdrawn  from 
the  Beauvaie  sector.  It  was  generally  believed  that  tfieir  des- 
tination was  to  he  Meaux,  where  they  were  to  have  a  uiuth- 
needed  period  of  rest.  Less  than  twenty-four  hours  before 
the  actual  attack  began  ou  the  morning  of  July  18,  it  was 
learned  that  the  destination  of  these  divisions  had  been 
abruptly  changed  and  they  were  beingjswung  toward  the  line 
south  of  Soipsons. 

On  the  line  of  evaciiation  from  this  sector  ejcistcd  no 
American  hospitalization.  It  &o  happened  that  the  Ambu- 
lance St.  Paul,  then  being  operated  in  cooperation  with  the 
Bed  Cross,  was  then  located  at  Chantilly  on  this  very  line. 
With  but  twenty-four  hours,  the  Ambulance  St.  Paul  was 
selected  as  the  meeting  place  and  an  emergency  formation 
created  to  function  as  an  annex  to  this  little  one  hundred 
and  fifty  bed  French  unit.  Eight  surgeons,  sixteen  nurses 
and  twelve  enlisted  men  were  detached  from  American  Red 
Cross  Hospital  No.  104  at  Beauvais  and  directed  to  proceed 
to  Chantilly,  where  they  were  met  by  additional  Red  Cross 
personnel  from  Paris.  Tents,  operating  equipment  and  all 
things  necessary  for  a  three  fiundred  bed  evacuation  hospital 
were  rushed  from  Beauvnis  and  Paris  to  meet  at  Chantilly. 

The  nursing  staff  at  Chantilly  was  made  up  of  fifteen  nurses 
who  were  withdrawn  from  American  Ked  Cross  Hospital  Xo. 
104  at  Beauvais  and  twenty  Army  nurses  who  were  sent  up  from 
Paris. 

Mary  A.  Burgess,  formerly  in  service  with  the  lied  Cross 
Children's  Bureau,  was  chief  nurse.  One  of  the  nurses  with- 
drawn from  Beauvais,  Elizabeth  E.  Cherry,  wrote: 

On  July  18,  Major  Moorehead  heard  from  Paris  Headquar- 
ters that  nurses  and  supplies  were  needed  at  Chantilly,  that 
many  French  and  Anicrican  wounded  were  expected  there  at 
any  time.  In  less  than  twilvf  hours,  he  had  split  our  jwr- 
sonnel,  leaving  n  part  in  Heauvais.  With  the  remainder  of 
the  personnel  and  with  wliat  supplies  could  be  sparetl.  we 
starte<1  for  Chantilly.  The  Red  Cross  was  also  sending  us 
more  nurses  and  supplies  from  Paris. 

When  we  arrived,  we  found  that  the  tent.^  had  already 
been  put  up.    Mile.  St.  Paul  |  founder  of  the  Ambulance  St. 
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Paul  ]    had    managed    to    save    tliem    in    the    retreat    from 
Soifisons.  .  .  , 

This  unit  remained  at  Chantilly  for  tliirteen  weeks  and  during 
this  time  received  13(54  patients,  mauv  of  them  wounded  men 
from  Uie  United  States  Marine  Corps.  The  unit  cared  also 
for  French  wounded. 

One  of  the  largest  of  the  Red  Cross  evacuation  hospitals  to 
be  established  for  care  of  the  wounded  of  the  American  Expe- 
ditionary Forces  was  set  up  early  in  August  at  Coincy,  north 
of  Chateau-Thierry  in  the  Vesle  sector.  Colonel  Burlingiime 
wrote: 

When  the  Ameritans  were  near  Fere-en-Tardenois  and 
Fisme«,  urgent  need  existed  for  an  evacuation  hospital. 
American  Kcd  Cross  representatives  went  over  the  devastated 
area,  found  a  pump  capable  of  furnishing  the  water  supply, 
ordered  materials  from  five  ditTcreiit  points  to  he  aasembled 
at  this  pump,  with  a  piece  of  chanoal  designated  it  "Ameri- 
can Red  Cross  Hospital  No.  IK)"  and  stationed  a  man  to 
guard  it.  Within  three  dayn  materials  were  on  the  spot  and 
within  a  week  patients  were  being  received. 

Of  special  interest  was  the  method  in  whicb  the  supplies  of 
this  emergency  evacuation  hospital  were  assembled  at  Coiucy. 
Colonel  Burlingunte  stated: 

A  part  of  this  equipment  was  taken  from  the  American 
Red  Cross  hospitiit  at  RcauvaiK,  n  part  from  the  American 
Red  Cross  formation  at  Chantilly,  a  part  from  the  American 
Red  Cross  hoNpital  at  .(ony-sur-Moriii,  with  otlier  articles 
from  Paris  warchoust*.  At  one  time,  these  materials  met  at 
Coincy  and  biMame  AnR»rican  Rod  Cross  (Eospital  No,  110, 
a  permanent  and  complete  mobile  unit. 

An  extract  fn>m  the  n'p*irt  of  the  commanding  officer, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  John  J.  Moorehead,  gave  a  vivid  picture 
of  this  evacuation  center: 

The  location  was  chosen  primarily  because  of  the  water, 
becausn  the  nmd  passing  our  doors  was  the  main  artery  to  the 
not  distant  front  and  bi'caufie  a  railroad  soon  to  be  repaire<l 
was  not  far  from  us.  The  farm  huildinjrs  used  for  offices 
and  store-roorari  were  wrecks,  the  ground  on  which  we  pitched 
our  teiits  was  full  of  shell  holes,  discarded  anmiunition  and 
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other  accoutrements  of  war.  Great  piles  of  refuse  and 
debris  mnde  it  a  breeding  {dace  for  myriads  of  flies.  Not  far 
away,  enemy  dead  lay  nnhuried.  The  only  pleasing  outlook 
was  the  view  from  the  }ul!-top,  a  wide  sweep  ending  in  a 
range  of  hills  beyond  which  the  sounds  of  war  told  us  that  the 
line  was  not  far  dii^taiit,  tuld  us  also  tliat  in  this  sector  there 
was  need  of  a  hospital. 

To  this  forbidding  site  we  brought  from  Chantilly  nine 
surgeons  and  twenty-nine  nurses.  Soon  we  were  provided 
with  an  ambulance  coni)»auy  willi  one  hundred  and  ten 
enlisted  men  and  the  actual  preparation  for  our  new  home 
began. 

After  tlie  American  troops  moved  out  of  this  sector,  the  Chief 
Surgeon,  American  Expeditionary  Forces,  ordered  No.  110  to 
Villcrs-Daiieourt  for  the  Argonne  offensive.  During  the  four 
months  ending  ^November  30,  1018,  this  hospital  admitted 
17,446  patients  and  maintained  23,170  hospital  days. 

Another  emergency  evacuation  hospital  was  American  Red 
Cross  Hospital  No.  Ill,  of  which  Lieutenant-Colonel  J.  C. 
McCoy  was  commanding  officer.  Colonel  Burliugame  wrote 
of  its  establishment: 

At  the  request  of  the  Army,  American  Red  Cross  Hospital 
No.  Ill  was  establislieil  in  the  Ifotrl  Dipti  at  Chateau-Thierry 
in  August,  1918.  The  building  wa?;  for  the  most  part  i^till 
intact,  though  a(  Wvt^X  (JLTinan.  then  Kroneh  and  lastly  Ameri- 
can shells  luul  Htiru'what  [>ouiide<l  it  to  [lieren.  For  a  few 
days  it  had  been  the  hojuL'  of  a  Tiiediral  fornuition  of  the 
UnitetJ  States  Army  division  which  had  withdriiwn.  As  the 
hospital  at  Jouy-Pur-Moriii  was  no  longer  active,  practically 
all  the  personnel  from  that  formntion  was  moved  to  this  new 
hospital.  It  was  niaiiiluiner)  after  American  troops  had  left 
that  area,  serving  as  insuraiue  u<ro:nst  a  possible  return  to 
that  sector.  During  the  four  months  endin/;  Noveml)er  30. 
1918,  it  admitted  2095  patients  and  maintained  8484  hospital 
days. 

The  following  report  regarding  the  emer^ncy  as8ignment  of 
Red  Cross  nurses  to  hospitals  caring"  for  wounded  of  the  Ameri- 
can Expeditionary  Forces  during  the  military  crisis  of  May, 
June  and  July,  1918,  was  submitted  by  Miss  Stimson; 

All  the  following  requests  were  met  within  forty-eight 
hours  and  in  many  cases  within  twenty-eight  hours. 
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Beauvais:  Since  April  15,  50  nurses  and  aides  have  been 
sent  t-o  Bcfluvais  niid  tho  vicinity.  The  first  groups  were 
assigned  under  the  Red  Cro8«  representative  to  Fren<'h 
hospitals  where  there  were  American  men.  On  May  29 
Boven  of  these  were  assigned  to  the  hospital  which  h 
jufit  been  put  under  the  care  of  the  American  Red  Ct 
and  on  May  30  twenty  more  were  sent  to  relieve  t 
urgent  condition  in  that  hospital.  All  the  nurses  a 
aiaes  in  this  area  can  be  moved  about  from  hospital 
hospital  as  the  need  for  their  services  varies  from  day 
to  day. 

Jouy-fiur-Morin :     On  June  4,  twelve  nurses  and  aides  were 
sent  up  to  ^'et  this  tiospital  ready  for  patients  who  we 
received  within  three  days  after  the  nurses'  arrival. 
June  18,  eight  more  were  sent  up  to  help  in  the  hospi 
which  is  now  running  as  an  active  evacuation  hospital 
300  beds. 

Auteuil:    To  American  Red  Cross  Military  Hospital  No. 
40  nurses  and  aides  have  been  assigned  to  take  care 
patients  who  have  varied  in  number  from  100  to  71 
The  first  patients  arrived  on  May  31.    The  Army  nu 
who  were  asked  for  did  not  arrive  uuti!  June  14. 

Service  de  Sante:  Beginning  May  25,  21  teams  of  one  nurse 
and  one  aide  have  l>een  sent  out  at  the  request  of  the 
Sen*ive  tie  Santf,  which  has  given  us  not  more  than 
twenty-four  hours'  notice  at  any  time. 

A.  R.  C.  Hospital.  44  Rue  Chauveau,  Xeuilly,  asked  for  tem- 
porary aid  to  assist  in  the  care  of  American  soldiers 
neginning  May  30.  Five  nurses  have  been  sent  for  vary- 
ing periods  of  time. 

A.  R.  C.  Military  Hospital  No.  2:     Five  nurses  have 
sent  here. 

fivreux:     Major  Fitch  asked  for  help  and  on  April  27 
nurses  and  aides  were  sent  there. 

Ris  Orangis :  A  nurse  and  an  aide  were  sent  in  response  to  an 
emergencv  call. 

Etc.,  Etc.  .  . '. 
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In  a  report  writton  by  Miss  Hall,  later  chief  nurse  of  the 
American  Red  rross  in  France,  appeared  the  following  com- 
ment regarding  the  work  of  Miss  Eldon:  

During  the  Chjiteau-Thierry,  the  St.  Mihiel  and  the  dritH 
north  of  Verdun,  all  feverish  times  at  Paris  Headquarter;] 
the  Nursing  Bureau  owed  much  of  Us  stability,  its  apparei 
facility  Ln  answering  urgent  calls  for  help  and  its  good  juc 
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ment  in  selertiiiff  nurse?  and  aides  to  the  assistant  to  the 
Chief  Nursp  [MIhs  Pndoii|,  ...  It  was  no  unus\ml  thing  to 
find  her  at  her  desk  in  the  morning  with  a  blank  list  of 
waiting  nurses  and  aides  in  one  haud  and  a  request  for 
perhaps  twenty  or  thirty  for  immediate  assigniueut  in  the 
other.  This  meant  the  necessity  of  checking  up  every  hospital 
in  the  neighborhood  nnd  asking  for  the  release  of  as  many 
nurses  as  it  was  possible  to  get,  and  before  evening  the  neces- 
sary number  would  generally  be  protluced.  ...••* 

Of  the  intense  strain  tinder  which  the  American  Expedi- 
tionary Forces  and  the  American  Ued  Cross  were  then  labor ing. 
Major  Fosburgh  wrote  Mr.  Davison: 

The  work  referred  to  was  done  at  the  most  critical  period 
of  the  war,  when  Paris,  it  would  seem,  was  almost  in  the 
grasp  of  the  enemy  and  when  everyone  was  working  under 
the  greatest  pressure,  both  physically  and  mentally.  For 
periods  as  long  as  three  weeks  our  offices  were  closed  neither 
day  nor  night.  Divisional  representatives,  messengers  from 
division  surgeons,  headquarters  medical  consultants  of  the 
Army  were  coming  in  at  all  times  to  beg  additional  help  or 
report  progress.  During  one  night  between  the  hours  of 
midnight  and  eight  a.  m.  over  fifty  requisitions  were  received 
and  the  goods  sent  out. 

To  Dr,  Burlingame  (U.  S.  A.  Medical  Corps)  is  due  a 
major  portion  of  the  credit  for  what  was  done.  His  assist- 
ant, Miss  Preston,  by  her  unquem-lmlile  good  spirit  and 
enthusiasm,  kept  the  whole  organization  going.  Captain  A. 
A.  Rice,  supply  olfu'er,  unknown  probably  outside  the  depart- 
ment, worked  without  tbougbt  of  food  or  slfep.  Miss  Stim- 
Bon,  Chief  Nurse,  who  used  and  re-used,  shifted  and  changed 
our  small  personnel  in  such  a  way  m  to  meet  every  real 
emergency,  made  possible  the  establishment  and  operation  of 
all  these  hospitals.  J)rs.  Moorehead.  Tarnowsky  und  McCoy, 
in  charge  of  individual  emergency  hospitals,  equipped  and 
operated  efficient  bospitnls  with  probably  more  lemited  mate- 
rial and  in  a  shorter  space  of  time  than  had  perhaps  been 
done  in  this  war.  Dr.  McCoy,  during  the  bombing  of  his 
hospital  at  Jouy-sur-Morin,  standing  above  a  serious  abdomi- 
nal operation  calmly  holding  with  forreps  a  severed  artery 
until  candles  could  be  brought  by  which  to  complete  the 
operation,  is  no  more  striking  than  nunu'rous  other  instances 
of  this  kind,  performed  by  our  personnel  during  this  past 
great  summer. 

**'R«port  of  the  Nursing  Bureau";  Carrie  M.  Hall;  Red  Cross  Archivec 
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The  difficulties  under  which  the  entire  Paris  headquarters' 
staff  were  lHlK)rinfr  were  indeud  very  great.  Forty  desks  ex- 
tended down  u  large  central  office  space  and  at  eadi  desk,  the 
harried  officials  of  each  service  admiuiatered  their  particular 
duties  among  the  pandemonium  of  typewriters,  dictation,  local 
and  long  distance  telephone  calls  and  always  outside  the  inter- 
mittent roar  of  Big  Bertha  as  the  shells  exploded.  There  was 
no  time  for  protracted  conferences,  "It  was  as  if  each  of  ns 
was  working  in  an  isolated  tank/*  ^fiss  Stimson  once  said. 
"In  the  interior  of  our  particular  tank,  we  were  cut  off  from 
the  other  tankj3  and  we  were  working  under  tremendous 
individual  pressure  and  strain,  yet  we  were  all  forging  ahead 
in  the  same  general  attack  and  toward  the  same  general  gijal." 

Of  this  mohile  nursing  service  ojwrating  for  the  American 
Expeditionary  Forces  from  the  Paris  headquarters  of  the 
American  Red  Cross,  Misa  Stimson  first  wrote  Miss  ^oyes, 
June  12: 

I  wish  it  were  possible  for  you  to  be  here  even  for  one  day 
to  get  a  glimpse  of  how  we  are  trying  to  meet  the  calls  for 
nurses  constantly  coniing  to  ua.  These  demands  come  for 
nursca  to  care  for  American  soldiers  not  only  here  in  Paris, 
where  the  already  cstahlishoti  hospitale  are  overflowing  and 
to  whom  we  are  standing  every  possible  kind  of  nurse  or  aide 
we  can  ppcure,  hut  also  to  the  !iew  hospital  the  Red  Cross  is 
opening  in  order  to  relieve  this  urgent  militar}'  situation. 
High  Army  otficials  come  here  every  day  to  confer  with  the 
Commissioner  about  new  ways  in  which  the  Red  Cross  can 
assist  the  Army.  These  request*  in  almost  e^Try  instance 
imply  the  help  of  nursies  who  c&n  easily  be  moved  from  place 
to  place  and  can  be  brouglit  up  to  meet  emergencies  behind 
the  lines  more  quickly  than  Anny  nurses  can  be  moved. 

Later  in  the  summer,  the  moving  of  any  personnel  other  than 
that  of  the.  American  Army  become  so  difficult  and  took  so 
long  to  accomplish,  that  this  situation  wim  almost  entirely 
reverai'd.  Anny  nurws  cf>uld  then  he  moved  more  readily  and 
with  leaa  delay  than  Ked  Cross  nurses,  so  many  nurses  who 
had  been  8er\'ing  before  nnder  tlie  Commission  for  France,  were 
enrolled  i\»  reserves  of  the  Army  Nurse  Corps,  but  continued 
to  fl(*rve  in  American  \ii*d  Cross  sanitary  units. 

Late  in  July,  the  Am(*ri<un  Red  Cross  Commission  for 
France  submitted  the  fulluwing  estimate  of  personnel  needed 
by  the  Nursing  Bureau  between  August  and  January,  1919: 
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Nurses  and  nurses"  aides  are  used  for  two  purposes:  First, 
they  are  the  ouly  nursing  personnel  available  to  take  charge  of 
Ked  Cross  emergency  hospitals  until  they  become  the  re- 
spousibility  of  the  Army ;  also  they  are  placed  in  French 
hospitals  under  the  Service  de  Sanie  in  order  that  our  sol- 
diers in  those  hospitals  may  have  the  care  of  some  one  who 
can  speak  their  language.  Second,  they  are  used  in  connec- 
tion with  the  emergency  work  being  done  for  the  civilian 
population  of  France,  particularly  the  children  and  the 
tuberculous. 

Up  to  the  present  time  there  have  been  about  four  hun- 
dred and  seventy  nurses  aud  nurses'  aides  brought  to  France. 
They  constitute  an  emergency  force  that  can  be  moved  from 
place  to  place  as  the  need  exists.  In  order  to  carry  out  our 
program  of  being  able  to  assist  the  Military  Establishment  in 
■whatever  emergency  may  arise  and  in  order  to  discharge  the 
responsibility  which  we  have  assumed  toward  the  civilian 
population  of  France,  it  will  be  necessary  to  import  up  to 
Jan uary  1 ,  1919,  the  following  personnel :  Nurses,  250 ; 
nurses'  aides,  300. 

Dietitians  are  used  for  organizing  diet  plans  in  American 
Red  Cross  hospitals,  fur  assistance  to  American  Expedition- 
ary Forces'  hospitals  and  for  general  use  as  mess  officers. 
The  Red  Cross  assigns  thorn  to  such  work  and  pays  their 
salaries.  They  are  also  used  to  teach  and  work  with  the 
French  civilian  population  and  in  French  military  hospitals. 
At  the  present  time,  notwilbstaiuling  the  great  use  that  could 
be  made  of  the  services  of  dietitians,  only  two  have  been 
brought  from  America  and  there  is  no  supply  of  them  to  be 
secured  in  France. 


On  July  31  Miss  Stimson  wrote  Miss  Noyes: 

The  Red  Cross  is  constantly  being  asked  to  take  new  hospi- 
tals for  the  Army.  Into  some  of  these,  Army  nurses  are  sent 
at  once;  in  a  good  many  instances,  however,  we  have  to  take 
care  of  the  emergency  before  the  Arjny  nurses  arrive.  Some 
of  these  nurses  assigned  by  the  Red  C'ross  are  often  left  on 
the  staff  with  the  Array  nurses.  You  will  be  interested  to 
know  that  the  Chief  Surgeon.  American  Expeditionary 
Forces,  has  assigned  fifty  Army  nurses  to  the  Red  Cross  be- 
cause of  this  very  need  for  moving  nurses  quickly  in  just 
such  emergencies.  When  Army  nurses  are  assigned  to  the 
Red  Cross,  it  is  possible  for  me  to  move  them  within  a  couple 
of  hours.  We  could  use  three  times  as  many  more,  if  the 
Army  could  spare  them.    The  Chief  Surgeon  and  his  assist- 
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ants  are  continually  in  our  office  and  in  the  past  two  or  three 
months  they  and  the  Red  Cross  oflicials  have  worked  together 
&s  though  they  were  one  organization. 

The  last  Red  Cross  hospital  to  be  organized  for  American 
trtK)ps  in  action  at  the  front  was  American  Hcd  Crosa  Hospital 
No.  114,  which  was  established  at  Lnxenilxmrg,  Toul,  in  the 
Ajiile  ('tutenie,  a  former  hospital  and  orphanage  which  had  been 
maintained  since  December,  1917,  by  the  American  Red  Cross 
Children's  Bnrouu  for  French  refugee  children.  The  build- 
ings consisted  of  typical  French  wooden  military  barracks.  The 
diildren  were  evacuated  in  August  to  Neufchateau,  Nancy  and 
Lyons,  the  hospital  was  enlarged  from  ninety  beds  for  chil- 
dren to  fifteen  hundnMi  beds  for  American  wounded  expected 
from  the  St.  Mihiel  drive.  Martha  S.  Clark,  an  American  Red 
Cross  nurse  sent  up  from  Paris  to  help  reequip  the  Asile 
Caserne  as  a  military  hospital,  wrote: 

...  On  September  11,  a  Red  Cross  mobile  unit  of  about 
100  doctors  and  45  nurses,  with  Major  McCoy  as  command- 
ing officer  and  Linda  Meirs  as  chief  nurse,  arrived  and  we 
began  to  Bet  up  the  wards  for  patients  from  St.  Mihiel.  That 
day  we  made  twelve  hundred  beds  and  almost  within  twenty- 
four  hours  they  were  filled;  a  few  days  later  we  had  1800. 
As  this  was  an  evacuation  hospital,  we  only  kept  tliem  for  a 
few  hours'  rest  after  re-dressing  their  wounds.  ... 

Henrietta  R.  Reed,  another  Red  Cross  nurse  on  duty  at  the 
Asile  Caserne,  wrote: 

On  the  night  of  September  12,  our  first  wounded  arrived. 
By  dawn  aiK>ut  1000  men  had  come  in  and  Major  McCoy's 
unit  had  twelve  operating-tables  running  at  full  speed.  .  .  . 
My  first  assignment  was  to  a  ward  containing  63  wounded 
Boehea,  btith  utVifers  and  privates.  They  were  covered  with 
filth  from  head  to  feet  and  almost  all  of  them  were  badly 
wounded.  They  were  all  undressed,  bathed,  given  new 
pajamas  and  put  to  bed  between  the  clean  Bed  Cross  sheets 
and  new  blankets.    They  stayed  with  us  five  days.  .  .  . 

The  hospital  consintud  of  sections  which  were  lettered  from 
A  to  K.  Each  section  was  made  up  of  seven  wards  containing 
twenty  men  each.  There  were  four  private  rooms  to  each 
section;  men  who  were  dying  or  who  could  not  live  for  48 
houra  were  placed  in  these  rooms,  thus  sparing  the  other 
wounded  the  siglit  of  a  dying  comrade  ati<l  giving  to  the 
unfortunate  man  himself  quiet  and  privacy  to  the  end. 


A  Poster  by  Robert  Keid,  pUniuHl  by  tlie  American  Ued  Cross  tci  *timii 
Itttt^  tlic  onrollnu'Tit  of  iiursett  fur  militHpy  aervirkf  but  u'itblielil  truiu  dis- 
tributiun  at  the  request  of  the  War  Dcpartinfnt. 
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American  Red  Cross  Evacuation  Hospital  No.  114  was  in 
operation  at  the  Asile  Caserne  de  Liucemhourg  from  September 
12  to  September  23.  The  American  troops  then  advanced  north 
of  Verdun,  so  Major  McCoy's  unit  was  ordered  to  follow  them 
as  far  as  Fleur^'-fiur-Aire.  United  States  Army  Base  Hospital 
No.  82,  which  had  reoeutly  arrived  from  the  United  States 
with  surgeons  and  corpsmen  but  without  nurses,  was  ordered  to 
duty  at  the  AsUe  Caserne  de  Lujcvmhtmrg  and  the  original  child 
welfare  nurs<»s,  '^casuals"  who  had  hern  sent  up  from  Fnria  and 
several  of  Miss  Moirs'  original  unit  remained  ihrrv  to  con- 
stitute the  nursing  staff.  Colonel  Bunihum  was  commanding 
officer  of  Base  Hospital  No.  83  and  Sarah  M.  Morgart  (Conc- 
maugh  Valley  Memorial  Hospital,  Johnstown,  Pa.)  was  ap- 
pointed as  chief  nurse ;  she  had  formerly  \\eon  Miss  Meira' 
assistant.  Henrietta  Reed,  who  had  remained  at  the  Asile 
Cas€m€j  wrote : 

On  September  S3.  Base  Hospital  No.  82,  with  Colonel 
Burnham  in  rommanri,  arrived  and  the  following  day  the 
ambulances  began  mlling  in  again,  this  time  with  500  gassed 
and  *'flu''  oases  from  the  Fourth,  the  Seventh,  the  Ninety-first 
and  other  divisions.  At  one  time  I  had  charge  of  176  men 
with  mumps,  pupumonia  and  influenza.  .  .  . 

Gladys  H.  Porter,  a  public  health  nurse  who  had  been  at  the 
Asile  Caserne  since  its  establishment  in  December,  1017,  and 
who  remained  there  through  its  metamorphosis  as  Evacuation 
Hospital  No.  114  and  finally  as  U.  S.  Army  Base  Hospital 
No.  82,  wrote: 

After  Major  McCoy's  unit  had  moved  up  to  Fleury,  we 
suddenly  found  ourselves  lieing  entirely  reoquipped  by  the 
American  Red  Cross  and  converted  into  a  base  hospital  of 
2000  beds.  Mediral  and  surgical  cases  came  so  quickly  tliat 
we  had  to  resort  to  cots  in  the  corridors  and  finally  tents  on 
the  grounds.  Our  surgical  wards  had  so  many  frames  and  so 
mut*h  fracture  aj>paratuR  that  the  l»oys  calk'd  thfui  Hanium 
and  Bailey  circu?  rings,  or  "trolley-cars'*  and  urged  all 
visitors  to  take  stock  in  the  new  corporation. 


In  the  meantime,  Major  McCoy's  unit  had  gone  on  to 
FIeury-«ur-Aire.  Bessie  A,  Copelin,  one  of  the  nurses,  de- 
scribed the  trip  up: 
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We  traveled  in  35  ambulances,  each  one  running  iwentj 
minutes  apart.    No  one  wa*  allowed  t^i  stick  her  head  out, 
we  were  in  constant  danger  of  being  bombed  or  shelled. 

On  our  arrival  at  Fleurv,  we  found  that  our  corpsmeu,  who[ 
had  gone  on  two  days  before,  had  evcrA'thing  in  readincsa.'] 
On  September  25,  the  wounded  began  to  come  in  and 
evacuated  from  1200  to  2000  a  day. 

At  FIcurv,  Major  McCoy's  unit  waa  taken  over  by  the  ArmyJ 
Colonel  Burlingame  wrote: 

This  transfer  of  No.  Ill  to  Floury  was  largely  a  move^ 
ment  of  personnel  with  but  a  small  unit  of  equipment.    Al- 
though  financed   for  a   time  by   tlie    Hed   Cross,   they   wers^ 
largely  equipped  by  the  Army.    On  their  arrival  at  Fleury.j 
the  formation  became  known  aa  Evacuation  Hospital  No.  114; 
and  was  eventually  taken  over  entirely  by  the  Medical  Corpa^j 
with  the  exception  of  certain  Red  Cross  nursing  personnel^] 
who  continued  with  the  formation  until  the  end.     To  quote] 
from  a  letter  of  Septeml>er  24  from  tlie  Red  Cross  (addressed] 
to  the  Army)  :    **ln  view  of  the  fact  that  the  movement  ofj 
this  unit  is  one  of  personnel  alone,  it  seems  to  be  a  hindrance] 
rather  than  a  help  to  the  Army  to  operate  it  as  an  American 
Red  Cross  unit  and  we  therefore  propose  to  turn  the  per- 
sonnel of   the   unit   to   tiie   United    States   Army."     A   few, 
weeks  after  ita  designation  as  American  Red  Cross  Evacua-^ 
tion  Hospital  No.  114,  it  disappeared  from  Red  Cross  history. 

For  the  thirty-two  days  of  its  Red  Cmss  existence,  the  hofl- 
pital  received  14^771  and  evacuated  13,809  patieuta. 

Another  hospital,  formerly  maintained  by  the  Children's 
Hnrean  of  the  Department  of  Civil  Affairs  but  later  trans-] 
forred  to  tlie  I>epartraent  of  Military  Affairs  to  serve  the  Ameri- 
can Expeditiojjary  P\>rces,  wiis  the  Hospital  Violet,  at  Lyons, 
It  had  been  established  in  the  spring  of  1018  as  a  eontagioug 
hospital  for  refugee  children  b\il  when  the  inliuenza  epid<'niic 
broke  out  among  ^Vmericau  soldiers  in  camps  near  Lyons,  the 
children  were  evacuated  from  it  and  the  medical  and  nursing 
ataff  cared  entirely  for  American  soldiers  taken  sick  with  the 
intluenzu.  Susauue  Hoskius,  on  American  Red  Crosa  child 
welfare  nurse,  wrote: 

In  Otrtober,  191 R,  I  was  transferred  to  the  Hospital  Violet, 
which  had  just  been  taken  over  for  the  eare  of  American 
boys.    My  first  week  there  was  most  unhappy;  we  !o«t  thrc«: 
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of  oiir  finest  boys  with  the  flu.  It  broke  one's  heart  to  think 
of  all  that  these  boys  had  been  through  at  tlie  front, — some 
of  them  had  seen  nine  months  in  tlie  trenches, — and  then  to 
have  them  eonie  back  of  the  lines  to  rest  and  die  like  that. 
Our  first  patients  were  all  from  La  Valbonce,  an  oflBcers* 
training  camp  jut^t  outside  Lyons.  Most  of  them  were  ser- 
geaots  in  line  for  cummisaionB.  Later  on,  we  had  many 
"casuals,"  boys  passijig  through  I-yons  and  getting  sick  in  the 
hotels  and  even  the  railruad  stations.  Huspital  Violet  wus 
also  used  to  evacuate  the  boys  from  Frencl»  hospitals.  .  .  . 
The  American  Ked  Cross  hospitals  seem  to  give  the  boys  the 
touch  of  home  they  crave. 


No  incidents  illustrate  the  flexibility  of  Red  Cross  organiza- 
tion better  than  do  these  transfers  of  American  Red  Cross  Hos- 
pital No.  114  and  of  the  Hoapitat  Violet.  Hospital  No.  114 
was  formerly  a  mobile  unit  but  when  need  arose,  it  was  estab- 
lished at  tlie  Asile  Caserne  de  Lturcmbcnirg  aa  an  evacuation 
hospital  to  serve  the  w<>unded ;  Hospital  Violet  had  been  a 
childrt*n*a  hospital,  but  it  too  was  cnminandecred  for  the  care 
of  sick  American  troops.  Through  the  summer  of  11)18,  efficient 
fulfillmont  of  the  needs  of  the  American  and  Allied  Military 
Eatablishments  became  the  primary  aim  of  the  Paris  head- 
quarters, even  though  this  meant  in  large  part  a  loss  of  identity 
of  the  American  Ked  Cross  Nursing  Service  in  France.  It 
has  already  been  shown  that  nurses  who  had  come  over  to  work 
primarily  with  the  civilian  population  were  ''militarized*'  as 
necessity  arose.  Miss  Stimson  explained  some  of  the  reasons 
for  this  transfer: 

At  the  time  when  the  Red  Cross  nurses  in  France  who 
came  for  work  with  the  civilian  population  were  placed  in 
hospitaU  under  military  control  durijig  the  great  emergency 
of  the  Bunimer  of  1II18,  they  were  all  given  an  opportunity  to 
become  definitely  attached  to  the  military  service.  A  number 
of  thcni  were  (iworn  in  as  reserve  nurses,  Array  Nurse  Corps, 
and  were  paid  by  the  Army.  ...  It  is  doubtful  whether  at  the 
time,  which  was  one  of  great  confusion,  it  was  explained  to 
these  nurses  that  if  tliey  did  not  become  a  part  of  the  Army 
they  would  not  be  entitled  to  compensation  and  benefits 
should  they  bpf'omo  diHnblcd.  At  that  time  such  benefits  were 
not  generally  known,  if  they  had  been  autliorized. 

One  of  the  important  reasons  for  urging  the  so-called 
"militarization"  of  Red  Cross  nurses  was  the  greater  ease  and 
speed  in  moving  them  from  place  to  place  according  to  the 
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need,  than  was  macl.:"  possible  through  Army  orders.  It  fre- 
quently required  ten  days  to  secure  the  necessary  papers  to 
move  Ked  t'ross  nurses  not  in  the  Army.  Permission  to 
move  all  non-Army  personnel  had  heen  obtained  through  the 
French,  but  American  Army  transfers  could  ho  made  in  a  few 
hours. 

This  absorption  into  the  Military  Establishment  of  nursea 
as  asaigiH^d  under  the  Amcricna  Ked  Cross  involved  an  impor- 
tant question  of  Red  Cross  policy.  Miss  Stimaou  wrote  Miss 
Nuves : 

I  am  very  mrry  if  in  our  work  in  Paris  we  embarrassed  you 
ill  any  way  by  allowing  Red  Cross  nurses,  i.e.,  nurses  as- 
signed to  the  Red  Cross  Commission  to  France,  to  join  tlie 
Reserve  Army  Nurse  Corps.  \A'e  did  not  urpe  them  to  do  so, 
but  we  felt  that  when  they  wished  to  we  had  no  right  not  to 
allow  them.  Many  of  them  said  they  had  not  had  an  oppor- 
tunity to  join  in  tlie  States  and  were  even  so  misinformed  as 
to  think  that  when  they  signed  up  for  the  Red  Cross  Kursing 
Service  they  were  joining  the  Army  Nurse  Corps.  I  did  not 
realize  the  difference  in  paper  work  in  preparing  the  two 
groups.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  total  number  of  Red  Cross 
nurses  who  joined  the  Reserve  Nurse  Corps  over  here  did  not 
exceed  forty-(ive.  At  the  present  time  most  of  these  are  being 
given  permanent  assignment  with  various  Army  formation* 
as  the  enicrgency  needs  to  which  the  Red  Cross  devoted  theirj 
services  no  longer  exist.** 

Here  lay  the  crux  of  a  situation  which  caused  both  Miss 
Delano  and  Miss  Noyes  embarrassment  b<»cau8e  of  the  position 
in  which  it  placed  the  Red  Cross  in  regard  to  the  group  of 
nurses  who  served  with  great  loyalty  and  self-sacrifice  in  the 
cantonment  h<»8pitals  in  the  United  States  throughout  the  war. 
Miss  Noyes  answered  tins  point  as  follows: 

There  was  no  nurse  who  left  this  country  who  did  not  have 
a  formal  eomnniniiation  from  me  saying  that  it  was  definitely] 
understood  that  she  was  accepting  serWce  under  the  Red 
Cross  and  that  transfer  to  the  Army  would  not  be  permilte<i. 
Some  of  thew*  imrses  stood  out  against  accepting  service  in 
the  nnlitary  camps  in  this  country,  this  being  a  preliminary 
preparation  for  overseas  duty  with  the  Army.  I  should  nevpr 
nave  assigned  some  of  these  women  to  France  at  all,  eiceptj 
"  Miaa  .Stimaon  to  Miu  Noye*.  D«*cerob(>r  2.  1918. 
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that  the  need  for  nurges  waa  so  great  that  we  could  not  ignore 
any  source  of  eupplv,  but  we  considered  them  unpatriotic. 

If  military  truining  in  tliis  country  for  officerti  and  soldiers 
in  the  cantonments  was  a  prerequisite  for  overseas  duty  in 
the  Army,  then  no  patriotic  nurae  should  have  held  out 
against  the  assignment  to  a  military  camp  in  this  country. 
In  their  anxiety  to  get  overseas  in  the  shortest  possible  space 
of  time,  they  would  accept  service  directly  with  the  Kcd 
Cross.  It  was  made  plain,  however,  to  these  women,  not  only 
by  me  bnt  invaria!i!y  by  Miss  Johnson  in  New  York,  that  this 
service  was  not  for  the  Army.  I  fear  the  same  traits  which 
many  of  them  showed  in  refusing  service  in  the  camps  have 
been  the  controlling  factor  in  leading  you  to  believe  that  they 
were  not  informed  c-oneerning  the  military  service. 

There  is  one  thing  1  cannot  qnite  understand,  whether,  for 
instance.  Miss  Eldon  and  others  need  have  gone  into  the 
Army  Nurse  Corps  when  they  were  to  be  left  in  the  Paris 
office,  which  was  a  lied  Cronjt  office.,  I  mention  this  point,  as 
many  of  the  nurses  who  are  returning  to  tiiis  country  are 
speaking  critically  of  tlic  militarization  of  the  Paris  office  and 
resent  what  they  call  the  elimination  uf  the  Red  Cross." 

The  Nursing  Service  lu  France  has  already  been  compared 
to  a  small  ship  in  strange  and  troublous  waters.  If  lay  control 
in  Red  Cross  administrative  matters  may  be  called  the  Scylla 
which  threatened  her  on  the  one  quarter,  then  the  absorption 
of  the  Nursing  Service  by  the  Army,  as  set  forth  above,  may 
surely  be  called  the  Charybdis !  This  interesting  and  vital 
point  of  policy,  bearing  directly  on  the  relationship  of  the  Red 
Cross  to  the  Army,  may  thus  be  summarized:  Many  persons 
might  hold  that  by  proclamation  of  the  President  and  by  regu- 
lations of  the  War  Department^  every  enrolled  Red  Cross  nurse 
is  a  reserve  nurse  of  the  Army  Nurse  Corps,  provided  she  is 
willing  to  serve.  When  such  a  nurae  has  been  detaih^i  by  tho 
Red  Cross  to  a  militarized  establishment  such  as  the  Red  Cross 
Commission  for  France,  operating  in  the  theater  of  war  under 
an  Array  chief  nurse,  it  becomes  a  matter  of  interpretation  of 
Article  10  of  the  Revised  Treaty  of  Geneva,  July  6,  1006,  as 
to  whether  she  is  "assimilated  to  the  personnel  charged  with  the 
removal,  transportation  and  treatment  of  the  sick  and  wounded." 

Refore  sumraarizing  Red  Cross  emorgencv  hospital  and  nurs- 
ing service  to  the  American  Expeditionary  Forces,  it  is  well  to 
include  at  this  point  a  statement  of  Miss  Stimson's  appointment 

"■Miiifl  NoycH  to  Miu  Stimaon,  Dvromlicr  21.  1018. 
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as  director  of  the  Nursing  Service,  American  Expeditionary 
Forces.  As  early  as  July  31,  1918,  her  repwirt  to  Sliss  Noyes 
mentioned  the  oveHappiiig  of  licr  duties  as  chief  nurse*  Ameri- 
can Red  Cross,  with  those  of  the  Chief  Nurse,  Americjiu  Expe- 
ditionary Forces : 

During  the  great  activity  of  our  forces,  we  Imve  plat-tMl 
almost  the  entire  emphasis  of  our  work  on  the  military 
phasesi.  My  own  [msition  as  an  Army  chief  nurse,  directly 
representing  the  Chief  Surgeon,  has  had  to  be  greatly  devel- 
oped. Not  only  are  there  countless  numbers  of  Army  nurses 
coming  lo  our  office  for  various*  kinds  of  assistance,  but  the 
Chief  Surgeon  has  asked,  since  the  Red  Cross  supplies  free 
transportation  by  automobile,  that  I  inquire  into  the  welfare 
of  Army  nurtJcs  at  the  front.  It  is  very  easy  for  me  to  con»- 
bine  ray  visits  to  the  two  groups  of  nurses  and  1  have  beeu 
able  to  be  of  considerable  assistance  to  Army  nurses  in  evacu- 
ation hospitals  and  on  surgical  team?.  I  am  able  to  see  that 
needful  equipment  from  the  Hed  Cross  is  niipplied  quickly 
and  I  can  al»=o  be  helpful  by  acting  as  a  go-between  with 
groups  of  nurses  to  their  own  chief  nurses  at  the  bases,  or  with 
the  Chief  Nurse  of  the  American  Expeditionary  Forces.  I 
am  also  able  to  communicate  very  quickly  with  these  nursea 
through  our  ambulances  and  automobiles  which  are  con- 
gtautly  going  between  Paris  and  the  front  and  this,  since  the 
mail  service  is  so  slow  and  difficult,  is  useful. 

It  is  l)ecause  of  the  increasing  importance  of  such  duties  as 
these  that  I  have  cabled  tu  ask  if  P'lorence  Johnson  can  be 
sent  over  to  assist  me.  It  is  very  necessary  that  I  visit  all  the 
base  hospitals  to  explain  to  the  nurses  what  the  Hed  Crose  in 
doing  and  what  it  stands  ready  to  do  for  them.  I  feel  that  T 
could  do  no  more  important  piece  of  work  than  to  explain  to 
the  lar]t?e  numbers  of  Army  nurses  now  in  France  the  details 
of  the  work  of  the  Red  Cross  here.  I  was  utterly  ignoraiit 
myself  until  I  was  appointed  to  IhiB  office  and  I  feel  sure  that 
many  of  the  nurses  in  France  are  as  unknowing'  as  I  was. 
You  will  remember  that  Miss  Johnson  was  a  class-mate  of 
mine  at  the  New  York  Hospital  and  is  a  very  close  friend. 
She  would  be  exactly  the  perwin  to  under-study  me  and  to 
flhare  some  of  the  tremendous  burden  and  responsibility  of 
the  Parig  office.  I  would  not  ask  to  have  so  valuable  a  person^ 
were  it  not  almost  impossible  to  find  her  equal  here. 

Wlien  Miss  Tohnson  was  approached  upon  the  subject,  the 
decided  to  remain  in  New  York.  National  Headquarters  cabled 
to  Mise  Stimson: 
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[Cable  No.  10.027]  Miss  Johnson  is  Hoing  most  impor- 
tant work  in  New  York.  Enjoys  very  close  and  harmonious 
relatione  with  chief  nurses  atationo*!  there  representing  the 
Surgeon  General's  otljce.  Has  full  rharge  of  equipping,  in- 
terviewing and  directing  all  Army  and  Red  Cross  nursea 
sailing  from  New  York.  Looks  after  their  comfort  and 
morale,  advises  them  of  their  duties  and  responsibilities  and 
we  feel  that  her  removal  at  this  time  would  result  in  serioua 
dislocation  of  the  entire  service. 


This  cable  recommended  other  nurses  then  serving  in  the 
Paris  office  who  were,  in  Miss  Delano's  opinion,  well  fitted 
for  this  work.  Carrie  M.  Hull,  at  that  time  chief  nurse  of 
the  American  Red  Cross  in  Great  Britain,  was  finally  trans- 
ferred to  Paris  to  assist  Miss  Stimson. 

Mifls  Stimson's  duties  during  August  and  September  brought 
her  in  more  and  more  close  touch  with  the  nursing  service  of 
the  American  Expeditionary  Forces.  In  her  last  official  letter 
to  Miss  Delano,  written  on  November  6,  Miss  Stimson  an- 
nounced  her  appointment  as  Director  of  Nursing,  American 
Expeditionary  Forces: 

By  this  time,  you  probably  know  that  General  Ireland  has 
appointed  me  director  of  the  Army  Nurse  Corps.  I  am  not 
definitely  taking  up  the  work,  however,  until  November  15.. 
I  do  not  know  how  to  explain  to  you  how  all  this  develoD- 
ment  has  taken  place,  for  the  situation  is  so  absolutely  dif- 
ferent from  what  anyone  so  far  away  can  imagine,  or  from 
what  any  of  us  have  experienced  before.  General  Ireland  will 
be  able  to  explain  tc  you  better  than  anyone  else  why  he 
thought  I  can  Id  be  of  more  use  in  this  position  than  I  am 
here.  Miss  Hall  has  a  very  complete  understanding  of  the 
situation  here. 

I  cannot  tell  you  how  strongly  we  all  feel  over  here  that  you 
should  come  and  see  just  what  is  happening.  At  the  period 
of  our  great  emergencies,  we  had  no  time  fur  thinking  out 
policies;  but  now  as  we  face  another  winter  of  hard  work  we 
are  greatly  in  need  of  inspiration. 


In  her  report  as  director  of  the  Tlursing  Service,  A.  E.  F., 
Miss  Stimson  wrote: 

On  October  ?3,  the  Chief  Surgeon  received  a  letter  dated 
October  8,  from  the  Acting  Surgeon  General  stating  that 
"authority  was  received  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 
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September  5,  1918,  for  the  appointment  of  one  director  and 
two  assistant  directors  of  Xursinj^  Service  in  France  and  the 
same  in  England."  Misn  StiniBon  reported  to  the  Chief 
Surgeoii  ill  Tours,  November  15,  1918.  Miss  Bell  returned 
to  the  United  States,  December  2,  1918,  and  became  assistant 
to  the  Superintendent  of  the  Army  Nurse  Corps  in  Wash- 
ington. 

During  its  first  eighteen  months  in  France,  the  American 
Red  Cross  establishtHi  mm*  American  Kcd  iVoss  militury  hos- 
pitals in  France;  these  institutions  had  an  estimated  bed  capac- 
ity of  U727.  D\iring  the  same  jK'riac],  tin*  commission  also 
estnblishod  twelve  Aniericuu  KihI  (.-ross  Hospitals  to  serve  the 
American  and  Allied  Militury  Katabh'shmcnta;  these  institu- 
tions had  an  estimated  hod  capacity  of  lyiil.  Other  formations 
included  L'Hdpital  des  Allies,  at  the  Chateau  d'Anncl,  near 
Campeigne;  Anibiilance  Chirurgical  SL  Paul,  the  temporary 
formiition  at  Chantilly;  the  Duly  Unit;  and  the  L'EcoJe  de 
Legion  d'Honneur  at  St.  Denis.  AH  these  units  were  assisted 
by  American  Red  Cross  funds,  personnel  and  supplies.  A  list  of 
all  sanitary  units  organized  by  the  commission  to  serve  the 
American  and  Allied  Military  Establishments  may  be  found  in 
the  Appendix. 

Colonel  Burlingarae's  report  of  the  work  accomplished  in 
twenty-four  of  the  twenty-eight  military  hospitals  operated  by 
the  Red  Cross  for  the  twenty  mcmths  ending  February  28,  1919, 
sununarized  American  Hed  Cross  medical  and  nursing  service 
to  t)ie  Aniericuu  Expeditionary  Forces: 

Hospital  da}-8 1,154.854 

Patients  admitted   91.356 

Patients  died   UI57 

Of  the  89,530  patients  admitted  to  Red  Cross  hospitals 
during  the  last  »*ix  months  of  1918,  80,787  were  from  the 
American  Expeditionary  Forces. 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  Chief  Surgeon  of  tlie 
American  Expeditionary  Forces  intended  that  tins  coopera- 
tive effort  of  hospitali/jttion  between  the  Red  Cross  and  the 
other  parts  of  tlie  Medical  Corps  should  be  primarily  an 
emergencv  measure.  How  well  tne  intent  of  the  Chief  Sur- 
ge*jn  wns  carried  ont  ap|x*ars  in  the  ^rapbic  rbart  attache^!, 
which  shows  a  drop  of  two-thirds  of  the  total  days  of  hospi- 
talization care  within  one  month  after  tlie  (-iguing  of  the 
Arnu.stice. 
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Ou  November  11,  1018,  the  American  Red  Croea  Nursing 
Service  in  France  had  l><)4  of  its  nurses  at  work  directly  under 
its  own  auspices  iu  both  military  and  civilian  activities  of  the 
American  lied  Croaa  Cumniisaion  for  Europe.  Five  hundred 
and  fifty-three  American  Red  Cross  aides  were  also  iu  active 
8<;rvice  at  tliis  time.  Of  this  number,  233  were  sent  to  Franco 
from  the  United  States;  320  others  were  women  who  had  been 
trained  for  service  as  aides  with  the  first  tlfty  baae  hospitals 
organized  by  the  Ked  Cross  for  the  Army.  When  the  Surgeon 
General  debarred  them  from  active  service  in  hospitals  of  the 
Military  Establishment,  they  volunteered  for  Red  Cross  service 
overseas  as  canteen,  recreation  hut  and  surgical  dressings 
workers  and  were  sent  to  France  in  these  capacities.  During 
the  military  crisis  of  the  summer  of  11)18,  with  the  attendant 
acute  shortage  of  nurses,  these  aides  registered  with  the  Bureau 
of  Nursing  at  the  Paris  Office  and  were  assigned  to  duty  in 
French  hospitals  of  the  Service  de  Sante  and  to  emergency 
hospitals  of  the  American  Red  Cross. 

How  well  the  American  Red  Cross  in  France  served  as  an 
emergency  arm  of  the  United  States  Medical  Corps  may  be  seen 
by  a  brief  statistical  siunmary.  The  total  number  of  battle 
casualties  of  the  American  Expeditionary  Forces  during  the 
lEuropean  War  was  2S9,330.  Of  tliis  nunilvr  34,180  were  killed 
In  action;  14,72J)  di<»d  of  wounds;  230,074  were  wounded  in 
varying  degrees;  2913  were  reported  ^'missing  in  action";  and 
4434  were  taken  prisoner."*  Ihiriug  the  twenty  months  ending 
'yebmary  28,  1911>,  twenty-four  of  the  twenty-eight  military 
hospitals  which  were  operated  in  France  by  the  American  Red 
Cross  cared  for  86,787  patients  of  the  American  Expeditionary 
Forces.  These  men  were  largely  wound  cases  because  the  hos- 
pitals where  they  were  treated  were  organized  for  the  specific 
purpose  of  eariiig  for  American  soldiers  wounded  in  the  prin- 
cipal German  and  Allied  offensives.  Thus  the  American  Rod 
Cross,  in  addition  to  organizing  and  equipping  the  filiy  base 
hospitals  which  formed  tho  skeleton  of  the  hospitalization  of  the 
Medical  Department  in  France,  may  also  be  said  to  have  pro- 
vided, through  this  emergency  hospital  service  aa  developed 
by  the  American  Red  Cross  Commission  for  Europe,  hospital- 
ization to  more  than  one  third  of  the  American  battle  casualties 
^of  the  European  War. 


The  U'ur  with  Germany,"  L.  P.  Ayrea,  p.  122. 
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The  greater  flexibility  of  the  Red  Cross  organization  as  com- 
pared to  tbe  necessary  stability  of  the  Military  Establishment, 
the  tremendous  resonrces  placed  at  the  immediate  and  complete 
disposal  of  the  American  Red  Cross  in  France  throngh  the  gen- 
erosity of  the  American  public  as  compared  to  the  governmental 
routine  of  Congressional  appropriation  and  expenditure,  and 
the  unoffieial  position  which  the  society  occupied  in  relation 
to  the  French  Gnvernment,  permitted  the  American  Red  Cross 
in  France  to  render  this  signal  service  to  the  wounded  of  the 
American  Expeditionary  Forces,  Thus  the  early  policy  which 
had  been  adopted  by  the  American  Army  and  the  Commission 
for  F'rance  that  the  American  Red  Cross  in  France  should  serve 
as  an  emergency  arm  of  the  Medical  C<irpa  was  developed  be- 
yond even  the  most  earnest  and  enthusiastic  hopes  entertained 
by  the  society  for  the  alleviation  of  the  suffering  of  sick  and 
wounded  American  soldiers. 

With  the  exception  of  the  Red  Cross  evacuation  hospitals 
described  in  the  preceding  section,  the  Medical  Corps  of  the 
American  Ex{MHliti<inary  Ft»rce8  organized  all  American  sani- 
tary formations  operating  in  the  immediate  zone  of  the  ad- 
vance. In  these  formations,  however,  many  reserve  meml)er8 
of  the  Army  Nurse  Corps  served  at  the  front  during  the  Allied 
oifensive  of  the  summer  of  lfH8.  To  appre<*iate  as  a  whole 
the  general  type  of  scn'iee  of  these  nurses,  a  brief  summary  at 
this  point  of  the  forward  operations  of  the  American  Expedi- 
tionary P'orces  will  thmw  light  upt)n  the  fragmentary  accounts 
of  their  experiences  given  Inter  by  nurses. 

Immediately  following  the  failure  uf  the  German  offeneivo 
of  March-July,  lt»18,  Marshal  Foc.h  launched  his  first  counter- 
attack an  July  18  upon  the  uncovered  west  flank  of  the  German 
salient  from  the  Aisiie  In  the  Marne.  By  this  operation,  com- 
pleter! August  i\j  the  Allied  line  ran  from  Soissons  to  Rheims 
along  the  Vesle.  A  few  da^s  later,  the  Hritish  Armies  began 
their  offensive  on  the  Somme  salient,  which  lasted  until  the  date 
of  tlie  Armistice.  With  tliese  troops  were  elements  of  three 
American  divisions.  Of  the  ne.Kt  movement,  Colonel  Ayrea 
wrote: 

In  the  meantime,  simultaneoufi  attfiAuIis  were  in  progress  at 
other  paints.  On  Auj^ust  1^,  (Jinural  Maugin  began  the 
Oise-Aihne  phaw*  of  the  great  Allied  offensive.  A  day  later, 
Uie  British  launched  the  first  of  a  series  of  attacks  in  the 
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Ypres  sector,  which  continued  with  some  interruptions  to  the 
time  of  the  Armistice.  [With  these  troops  were  four  Ameri- 
can divi«iou8.] 

With  the  organization  of  the  American  First  Army  on 
August  10  under  the  pergonal  command  of  General  Pershing, 
the  history  of  the  American  Expeditionary  Forces  entered  a 
new  stage.  The  St.  Mihiel  (Septemher  T^-lfl)  and  the 
Meuse-Argonne  (September  Sfi-Novenihcr  11)  olfensiveH  were 
major  operations  planned  and  executed  by  Aincri(*an  generals 
and  American  troops.  .  ,  . 

Two  comparisons  l)clween  this  operation  at  St.  Mihiel  and 
the  Battle  of  Gettysburg  emphasize  the  magnitude  of  the 
action.  About  five  hundred  and  (ifty  thousanil  Americans 
were  engaged  at  St.  Mifiiol;  the  Union  forces  at  (Jettyshurg 
numbered  approximately  one  hundred  thousand;  St.  Mihiel 
set  a  record  for  concentration  of  artillery  fire  by  a  four-hour 
artillery  preparation,  consuming  more  than  one  million 
rounds  of  ammunition.  In  tliree  days  at  Gettysburg,  Union 
artillery  lircd  thirty-three  tlmusand  roiuids.  The  St.  Mihiel 
otlensive  eotit  only  ahout  seven  thousand  casualties,  less  than 
one-third  of  the  Union  losses  at  Gettysburg. 


•i 


The  Meuse-Argonne  campaign  saw  the  collapse  of  the  German 
Fifth  Army.    Of  this  engagement,  Colonel  Ayres  wrote: 

'*The  object  of  this  offensive,"  said  General  Pershing  in  his 
report  of  November  '^0,  PJIS,  "was  to  draw  the  best  (Jennan 
divisions  to  our  front  and  to  consume  them.''  This  sentence 
expresses  l)etter  than  any  long  description  n<»t  only  the  object 
but  alno  tlie  outcome  of  the  battle.  Kvery  availalde  American 
division  was  thrown  against  the  enemy.  Every  available 
German  division  was  thrown  in  to  meet  them.  At  the  end  of 
forty-seven  days  of  continuous  battle,  our  divisions  had  con- 
Bumed  the  German  divisions. 

Tlie  goal  of  tlie  American  attack  was  the  Sedan  Mezi^res 
railroad,  the  main  line  of  supply  for  the  German  forces  on 
the  major  part  of  the  Western  Front.  If  this  line  were  cut,  a 
retirement  on  the  whole  front  would  be  forced.  This  retire- 
ment would  include,  moreover,  evacuation  of  the  Briey  iron 
fields,  which  the  Germans  had  been  using  to  great  advantage 
to  supplement  their  iron  supply.  The  defense  of  the  positions 
threatened  was  therefore  of  such  importance  as  to  warrant  the 
most  desperate  measures  for  resistance.  Wlien  the  engage- 
ment was  evidently  impending,  the  conmiander  cf  the  Ger- 
man Fifth  Army  sent  word  to  his  forces,  calling  on  them  for 
"••The  War  with  Germany,"  pp.  109-110. 


68^   HISTORY  OF  AMERICAN  RED  CROSS  NURSING 

unyielding  resistance  and  pointing  out  that  defeat  in  this 
engagement  might  mean  dibadter  fur  the  Fatherland.  .  .  . 

On  the  first  day  of  American  action,  tlie  3(jth  of  Septeml>er, 
and  the  next  day  or  two  after  that  the  lines  were  considerahly 
advanced.  Then  the  resistance  became  more  stubborn.  Each 
side  threw  in  more  and  more  of  its  man  power  until  there 
were  no  more  rctterves.  Manv  (Termau  di\i6ions  went  into 
action  twice  and  not  a  few  three  times,  until  through  losa 
they  wore  far  under  strength.  All  through  tlie  month  of 
October  the  attrition  went  on.  Foot  by  foot  the  American 
troops  put<hc<l  back  the  best  of  the  German  divisions.  On 
November  1,  the  last  sta^e  of  the  olfensive  began.  The 
enemy  power  began  to  break,  American  troops  forced  their 
way  to  tiie  ea.st  banks  of  the  Mense.  Toward  the  north,  they 
made  even  more  rajud  progress  and  in  seven  days  rearhed  the 
outskirts  of  Sedan  and  cut  the  Sedan  Mezidres  railroad, 
making  the  German  line  untenable. 

In  the  meantime  (October  2  to  28)  our  Second  and  Thirty- 
sixth  divisions  had  been  sent  west  to  assist  the  French  who 
were  advancing  in  Champagne,  beside  our  drive  in  the  Ar- 
gonne.  The  luiisou  detachment  betweeu  the  two  Armies  was 
lor  a  time  furnished  by  (he  Ninety-second  Divitiion.** 

From  Chatcau-ThiciTV  to  the  Scdan-Mezioros  railroad,  the 
forward  sanitary  formatitms  of  the  Medical  Corps,  American 
Expeditionary  Forces,  followed  the  advancing  American  armiea. 
Froni  the  Chief  Surgeon's  office,  moved  in  January,  1018,  fn)m 
Chaumont  to  Tours,  Miss  Bell  directed  the  nursing  service  of 
the  American  Expeditionary  Forces,  assisted  until  Juno  13, 
1918,  by  Anna  K.  CofTey,  Army  Xurse  Corps.  Upon  this  date 
Miss  CotTey  was  transferred  to  another  st-ation  and  Nina  Shel- 
ton  was  ordered  from  Base  Ilospital  No.  24  to  assist  Misa  Bell 
until  Miss  Stimson's  appointment  took  elTcct  on  November  15. 

Three  types  of  aflsigiimeut, —  (1)  to  hospital  trains;  (2)  to 
evacnation  and  mobile  hospitals;  (3)  to  professional  teams — 
characterized  the  nursing  service  of  the  zone  of  tlic  advance. 
The  following  sections  deal  separately  with  tliesc,  the  most 
forward  positions  held  by  any  American  women  during  the 
Euntpciin  War, 

Linking  the  frcmt  with  the  base  were  tlie  hospital  trains  of 
the  U.  S.  Army  Medical  Corps.  In  her  definition  of  this  branch 
of  the  nursing  service  of  the  American  Expeditionary  Forirea, 
Miss  Stinisou  wrote: 

•"The  War  wilh  Germany,**  p.  111. 
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Ho8pitnl  trains,  not  originally  intended  for  operative  or 
other  treatment,  are  designated  for  evauustion  of  the  sick 
and  wounded.  Each  train  is  a  complete  unit  under  the 
command  of  a  selected  nieiiical  oftieer.  The  regular  staff 
consists  of  two  medical  ollicers,  three  nurses  and  thirty-six 
enlisted  men.  including  a  registered  pharmacist,  a  clerk,  a 
mechanic,  two  cooks,  two  assistant  cooks,  two  men  for  each 
ward  car  and  one  man  detailed  to  the  staff  coach. 

Of  the  assignments  of  women  nurses  to  this  branch  of  the 
service,  Miss  Stimmm  wrote: 

For  the  most  part,  these  groups  of  two  officers  and  thirty- 
six  men  were  orj^anized  in  the  T^nited  States  as  hospital  train 
unitft.  On  Trains  Xos.  50  and  51  they  were  formed  from 
casuals  of  the  American  Expeditionary  Forces.  None  of  these 
units,  prior  to  the  summer  of  1018,  included  women  nurses. 
On  July  13,  1918,  three  nurses  were  detailed  from  Base 
Hospital  No.  27  for  temporary  duty  on  Flospital  Train  No.  37 
and  a  trial  trip  was  made  by  them  a  few  days  later.  Several 
officers  of  tlie  Medical  Department  were  present  on  this  first 
trip  to  observe  their  work  and  to  jud«;G  the  advisability  of 
having  them  assigned  permanently  to  this  service.  Three 
nurses  of  Base  Hospital  No.  47  were  sent  on  August  4  to 
Train  No.  5*^  and  three  otherf^  to  Train  No.  01.  Base  Hospital 
No.  8  supplied  others  on  August  5  for  Trains  Nos.  53  and  54, 
while  Base  Hospital  No.  9  sent  forward  three  to  Train  No.  55. 
As  new  trains  came  into  the  service  additional  nurses  were 
assigned. 


Because  of  the  unusual  nature  of  this  service.  General  In- 
structions issued  to  the  officers  of  trains  are  herewith  given, 
although  thcv  belong  rather  in  a  history  of  the  Army  Nurse 
Corps  than  in  that  of  its  Reserve: 

Duties  of  trained  nurse:  The  senior  of  the  three  nurses 
assigned  to  the  train  will  act  as  matron,  Nursp.s  will  carry 
out  the  orders  of  the  medical  otlicers  and  are  to  be  obeyed 
next  after  them. 

Quarter.^:  Nurses  will  have  quarters  assigned  them  within 
the  staff  coach  and  they  will  not  u^^e  other  compartments.  No 
visitors  save  women  will  enter  their  quarters.  Only  the 
necessary  personal  articles  will  be  kept  on  trains;  all  hea\7 
baggage  will  be  kept  at  the  nurse's  home. 

Leave:  Nurses  arc  never  to  he  absent  without  the  permis- 
Biou  of  the  commanding  officer  of  the  train.    They  are  not 
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aUcmvd  nore  thim  two  bovrv  awmj  froa  tike  timin  and  fa- 
niaauo  to  be  afaanit  u  orver  giv^m  vitiun  the  aaae  flf  tbe  ad- 
vanee.  One  tnuned  narae  nrast  &l«mjB  be  preaeot  viA  the 
traiii.  whether  it  u  halted  at  a  «tsiioB  or  pranged  oo  a  adia^. 
Wbro  tniju  are  laid  ap  for  proloc^ied  rrpaur  or  «r  ocfatf- 
vise  delajed  for  a  ctmciderable  pmod,  oarvs  will  aol  be 
kept  ati  the  train^  bot  will  be  reported  to  tbe  ac 
of  the  «ection.  who  will  make  ttfie  of  thor  aervkai 
Thc^r  will  lie  returned  upon  the  request  of  the 
of  the  train. 


Hdtn  T.  Bnrr»*y,  rr-wrre  niir^P,  Army  Xurse  Corpa, 
mduMie  of  St.  FraiuMfi  H«^plta),  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  and  a  mm 
ber  of  the  nuniuj;  8taiT  of  U.  S.  Army  Base  Uoepital  No.  27, 
WMB  ono.  of  the  first  ihrf^  nnrsiv  to  bi?  aasignad  to  bo^tal 
trains  of  the  American  Expcditionarr  Forcea^    Sbe  wrote: 

BaM  Ho^ital  27«  located  ni  Angers,  Fraooe,  receircd 
firut  official  order  lUtod  July  14,  1918,  to  Pii[iply  Armr  n\ 
for  thi*  nervice.    I'ntil  this  time,  the  Medit*!  Corpe  at 
to  botfpital  trains  were  carinj?  for  the  wounded.     Tl 
MiM  Blanche  Raton,  chief  nur^e  of  Ba»e  Hospital  ^7,  Edi 
Cooper.  Orare  O'Donnell  and   I   were  detailed  to  Hospital 
Trnin  57. 

When  lold  that  we  were  to  leave  the  nert  day  to  board  this 
train  whirh  wajt  th<^n  iit4ti<ine<]  at  Port  Boulet,  France,  we 
werr  cortninly  filled  with  a  spirit  of  adventure.  We  arrived 
at  Port  Boulet  July  15,  found  our  train  and  made  oars>eho* 
known  to  thr  {fimmandinj^  officer.  Captain  Goodwin,  who 
hati  knowlml^e  of  nur  iMtmin^.  He  received  us  very  kindly 
and  imin«*''       '  I  us  to  our  quarters. 

We  wer'  rpri^ed  at  the  mo<lem  equipment.    In 

our  coiu'h  tiirrr  wirrc  three  t'ompiirtmonttj  which  consisted  of 
a  dining'  room  and  two  i^leepin^  rixim>i  and  a  lavatorr  (tri- 
angular in  shape)  containing  a  small  wash  bowl  ana  com- 
mode. Tbe  sleeping  roonui  were  made  up  of  a  private  room 
consisting  of  ont*  hearth  and  a  wnrdrohi;  and  a  second  room 
which  contained  a  lower  berth  and  an  upper  lM»rth.  Of  course. 
We  nil  wanted  rhe  private  room,  hut  isince  it  rould  not  be 
private  amont;  three,  we  ret^olved  to  take  '*tunii*  almut"  and 
n)t«tr  from  tipprr  h»*rth  to  private  room.  The  rule  was  one 
week  in  the  private  room  and  the  next  week  in  thr  lower 
berlli  anil  the  third  week  in  the  upper  l)erth.  As  we  had  Rve 
montltH  of  this  life,  we  had  plenty  of  time  for  the  private 
ro*>ni.     Thi*  dining  room,  which  was  also  used  88  a  living 


THE  EUROPEAN  WAR 


637 


room,  contained  a  table  and  two  chairs  and  a  side  seat  fitted 
to  the  walL 

Miss  Burrey  described  the  aecoTnmodationfl  of  Hospital  Train 
No-  57: 

The  rest  of  the  train  ronainted  of  sixteen  coaches,  including 
one  infectious  car  which  carried  eighteen  beds;  one  staff  car 
which  carried  eight  beds;  one  kitchen  and  sitting  sick  offi- 
cers' car  which  carried  three  beds  and  twenty  scats;  eight 
ordinary  lying  ward  cars  which  carried  288  beds;  one  phar- 
macy car;  one  infectious  rane  sitting  car  which  carried  fifty- 
eix  seat-s  and  fourteen  upper  berths;  one  kitchen  and  mess 
car  with  tJiree  beds  for  cooks;  one  personnel  ear  with  thirty 
beds  and  one  train  crew  and  store  car;  the  total  capacity  of 
the  train  was  thus  400  beds. 

Each  moving  hospitjil  was  equipped  with  electric  lights, 
steam  heat,  eletdric  fans,  lavatories  and  racky  for  personal 
belongings  and  even  ash  trays  for  the  patients'  indulgence. 
There  were  eiglit  ordinary  ward  cars  for  patients  containing 
thirty-six  beds  arrange<l  in  tiers  of  three.  These  could  easily 
be  converted  into  seats  to  accommodate  patients  who  were 
able  to  sit  up;  they  could  also  be  used  for  stretchers  in  emer- 
gency cases  or  folded  against  the  sides  of  the  coach  when  the 
cars  required  cleaning. 

Miss  Surrey  wrote  of  the  trial  trip  of  Train  No.  57,  when  for 
the  first  time  American  Army  nurses  were  officially  assigned 
to  train  service: 

Our  first  trip  was  to  evacuate  patients  from  different  hospi- 
tals who  were  able  to  be  moved  to  a  point  of  embarkation  for 
the  United  States.  Since  we  were  the  first  nurses,  Colonel 
Howard  Clark,  who  was  then  in  charge  of  the  train  service, 
made  the  first  trip  to  these  different  hospitals;  this  was  also 
the  first  trip  for  transporting  badly  wounded  patients  from 
the  hospitals  near  the  front  to  the  hot^pitals  near  the  point  of 
embarkation. 

We  started  July  17,  passed  through  Tours,  Bourges,  Nevera, 
Dijon,  Chaumont,  NeufchAteau.  rnntrex6ville.  Toul  and 
Savenay,  stopping  at  several  base  hospitals  and  filling  our 
train  with  wounded  who  were  to  be  taken  to  Base  Hospital 
No.  8  at  Savenay.  After  seeing  our  work.  Colonel  Clark  con- 
gratulated us  and  recommended  that  all  the  trains  be  supplied 
with  three  nurses. 

We  worked  day  and  night  with  those  patients;  the  pathetic 
condition  of  our  boys  who  were  very  badly  wounded  made  us 
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realize  that  being  wounded  was  hard  enough  to  bear,  without 
the  jolts,  noise  and  dirt  connected  with  traveling  on  a  traiu. 
ThesL'  patients  were  in  uiir  care  for  two  nights  and  tliree  days 
before  tlioy  were  nnlondcd  at  Base  Hospital  No.  8.  I  remem- 
ber two  patients  who  had  bruki.'n  backs  and  had  horrible  be  I 
sores.  You  can  picture  the  ^special  care  such  a  case  would 
require,  l)ut  our  time  with  carh  jiaticnt  was  limited  and  we 
gave  the  best  attention  possible.  We  nlso  Inul  many  patient;^ 
who  had  amputations  of  legs,  or  armt*,  and  many  other 
woundn  lliat  caused  much  pain  and  consftant  attention  from 
doctors  and  nurws. 

One  of  the  chief  disi-omforts  which  we  noticed  that  the 
patients  met  was  caused  by  the  tightening  of  bandages  due 
to  the  n»stless  position  of  the  patient  and  by  the  moving  and 
stoppiuf;  of  the  train.  This  I'ondition  was  also  aggravated  by 
the  iiift^rted  wounds  and  ihe  patients  were  constantly  calliBg 
for  rnlicf  from  the  bandages. 

Aune  P.  Ilill  (nee  Peck),  reserve  nurs<\  who  Avas  assigned 
in  August^  11)18,  from  U-  S.  Army  Base  Hospital  No.  9  to 
hospital  traiu  service,  described  the  routine  of  taking  on  pa- 

ticuta : 

Our  first  trip  was  one  which  we  would  liave  chosen, — to 
('liMtoau-Tbierry.  \Vc  arrivoil  about  ten  o'ch)tk  that  night. 
took  on  four  hundred  and  lifty  badly  wounded  and  gassed 
patients  and  at  midnight  started  back  for  Chatelguyon.  .  .  * 

Hot  soup,  colTec,  beans  and  bread  were  prepared  for  the 
patients  while  they  were  being  assigned  to  various  cars  ac- 
cording to  their  condition.  The  commanding  officer  tried  to 
arrange  all  serious  cases  in  tlie  cnr  adjoining  the  pharmary 
car,  for  that  was  most  convenient  for  emergency  treatment. 
Gassed  cases  were  put  together,  fracture  cases  together  and 
80  on.  The  officers  directed,  the  corpsmen  carried  in  the 
stretchers  and  helped  the  wounded  to  their  [*ot-s,  and  two 
nurses  assisted  in  making  them  comfortable,  while  the  other 
nurse  tagged  the  beds  with  diet  cauU,  liquid,  light  or  regular, 
to  make  food  service  easier  for  the  corpsmeU  and  to  make 
sure  that  a  liquid  patient  did  not  got  a  big  pintc  of  bean?. 
This  nurse's  routine  was  al.-^i  to  |>reparc  a  slip,  plainly  show- 
ing the  exat  t  liK-ation  of  seriouhly  wounded  patients,  or  those 
on  special  treatment  and  medi<*Htioiis ;  copies  of  these  slips 
were  then  given  to  the  other  nurses  and  to  tlie  doctors. 

Once  on  our  way,  the  duties  were  sri  divided  that  each  nurse 
had  her  own  responsibilities  and  sectiona  to  keep  her  eye  on. 
After  a  few  trii>s  we  found  it  the  belter  plan  for  all  to  stay 
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on  duly  during  the  entire  trip  if  tlii're  were  many  serious  or 
uueomfortahle  patienU  on  board;  ou  the  trip  back  to  the 
front,  our  time  was  our  own  ami  we  would  th^n  rest,  do  our 
laundr}*,  or  \%'Tite  and  read. 

[There  is  much  to  contrast  in  the  careful  movement  of  these 
^icounded  and  the  mutilated  Serbian,  Italian  and  Austrian 
mounded  who  were  bnnight  down  to  Vieuua  and  Budapest  in 
jolting  ox-carts  during  the  early  days  of  the  war. 

During  the  drives  which  centered  in  the  Chateau-Thierry 
s«H?tors,  work  on  all  hospital  trains  of  the  American  Expedi- 
tionary Forces  was  heavy,     ilisa  Burrey  wrote: 

During  the  drive  at  Chateau-Thierry  a  great  number  of 
the  hofiipital  trains  were  mobilized  at  Pantin,  a  suburb  of 
Paris,  for  duty  into  Chtiteau-Thierry.  From  Faria  to 
Chateau-Thierry  was  about  three  hours'  ride  aud  Train  No. 
57  was  ordered  to  make  tlie  trip.  The  train  was  sent  to 
evacuate  patients  from  Hospital  No.  7,  a  mobile  unit.  These 
patients  had  received  First  Aid ;  major  operations  were  cared 
for.  Home  had  hardly  reacted  from  their  anesthetic  and 
most  of  them  were  in  a  pitiable  state.  .  .  . 

In  the  station  and  surrounding  it  were  litters  covered  with 
boys;  mud-spattered  and  lorn  were  tiie  uniforms  they  wore. 
They  were  patiently  waiting  tu  l)e  taken,  they  did  not  care 
where,  but  some  plate  where  they  <(>nld  he  given  proi)er  care. 
After  we  received  our  train  Uiail,  abuut  ^00  patienlH,  one  of 
the  things  that  botheretl  both  patients  and  nurses  most  were 
the  couuttc^ss  numbers  of  Hies  that  infested  our  traiu.  The 
odors  from  the  wounds  that  had  no  (are  raniiot  be  described 
but  shall  live  in  the  memory  of  the  nursrs  and  orderlies.  We 
made  three  trips  to  CliHleau-Thiorry.  The  third  one  was  to 
a  small  town  outside  of  Ciiati^au-Thierry.  It  was  after  dark 
when  we  got  there  and  we  immediately  started  to  load  our 
traiu  with  patients  that  had  been  passed.  At  tlie  height  of 
our  work,  we  had  an  alarm  of  the  enemy  airplanes  which 
meant  all  lights  out  and  we  bad  to  work  in  the  dark  getting 
as  many  patients  under  shelter  as  possible.  We  loaded  our 
train  without  keeping  count  of  the  patients  that  could  walk. 
After  the  train  pulleil  out  and  we  got  to  a  place  of  safety,  the 
lights  were  turned  on  and  we  found  we  had  patients  every- 
where, in  the  berths,  on  the  seats  an«l  crowded  in  the  aisle. 

Miss  Bnrrey's  report  contained  a  brief  cnniparisou  between 
the  American,  British  and  French  hospital  trains: 
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We  also  had  opportunity  to  see  the  hospital  trains  belonging 
to  the  English  Oovernment.  Tliey  were  very  much  like  our 
own  an  outh  rIbo  were  made  Lii  England.  The  EngliBh  trains 
had  nurses,  whom  they  addressed  as  Sisters.  .  .  . 

The  French  hospilaj  train  was  an  ordinary  box-tar  fitted 
up  with  Utters  for  pnlients.  To  puss  from  one  car  to  another 
you  had  to  wait  until  the  train  stopped  to  get  out  and  on  to 
the  other  car.  There  were  no  nurses  on  the  French  trains. 
The  French  soldiers  cared  for  their  wounded  while  on  these 
trains. 

Both  the  French  peasants  and  tho  mddiers  of  the  Allied 
Armies  cvinwd  great  curiosity  regarding  the  hospital  trains. 
Mrs.  Hill  wrote: 

The  arrival  of  an  American  hospital  train  created  aa  much 
interest  among  the  French  people  niid  the  U.  S.  men  en- 
camped neHrby  us  would  a  circus  [larade  in  a  small  American 
village.  Our  train  was  usually  held  on  a  siding  with  a  plat- 
form on  one  side  of  it.  nnd  as  we  slept  later  than  did  the 
French  we  were  greatly  disturber!  and  embarrassed  the  first 
few  mornings  by  being  awakened  between  five  and  six  o'clock 
by  voices  exclaiming  over  the  grandeur  of  the  train  and  by 
heads  coming  even  inside  our  compartment  windows.  A 
guard  was  then  ordered  to  promenade  the  phitforra  until 
the  nurses  had  awakened,  removed  curl  papers  and  drawn  the 
shades. 

Hospital  train  service  formed  one  of  the  most  adventurous 
and  interesting  branches  of  war  nursing.    ^liss  Burrey  wrote: 

To  get  to  a  certain  base  hospital,  which  was  in  a  moun- 
tainous district,  the  train  had  to  be  dividctl ;  the  engine  could 
not  pull  the  entire  train  up  the  mountain.  We  got  no  in- 
structions as  to  the  splitting  of  the  trsin,  so  it  was  just  luck 
that  all  the  nurses  were  not  in  one  part  of  the  train.  I  found 
myself  on  one  half  of  the  trwin.  garaged  in  a  railroad  yunl 
with  about  two  hundred  putitMits;  the  other  half  with  two 
nurses  was  starting  up  the  hill.  While  they  were  gone,  an 
engine  was  attarhed  by  mistake  to  our  train  and  soon  we  were 
rapidly  moving  away.  We  traveled  ahout  eight  hours  before 
we  finally  found  the  rest  of  our  train.  We  were  surely  happy 
to  see  them  again,  for  they  happened  to  have  the  supply  and 
the  kitchen  car. 


Mrs.  Hill  wrote: 
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The  middle  of  August  found  us  traveling  through  the 
lovely  country  of  Dijon  and  Chamiioiit.  At  Chaumont,  we 
got  unexpected  orders  to  garage  at  Vaucouleurs,  bouth  of  Toul, 
aud  await  ftirther  orderp.  We  had  passed  through  Bazoilles, 
where  Base  Hospitals  Nos.  18  and  116  were  8t*itioned.  They 
were  picturesquely  spread  out  on  the  hillsides  in  harracks  and 
tents  on  either  side  of  the  trarks,  most  conveniently  arranged 
for  the  reception  of  the  wounded. 

We  arrived  at  night  at  Vaucouleurs  to  thp  humming  of 
aeroplanes  and  learned  that  the  village  hail  been  lujinhed  the 
night  before,  wounding  many  of  the  peasants.  Occasional 
signal  lights  went  up  into  the  black  sky  from  the  (Jerraan 
air-droraes  over  the  hill  in  the  distance  and  occasional  bar- 
raging  made  us  thrill  with  the  nearness  to  the  activities  of 
war.  Our  train,  however,  stayed  in  this  little  village  for 
nearly  three  weeks  before  receiving  orders.  .  .  . 

Soon  came  orders  to  go  to  the  Argonnc  and  from  then  on 
we  were  ver^-  busy  making  trips  from  the  first  evacuation 
hospitals  to  the  bflses.  On  these  trips  we  saw  a  great  deal  of 
the  paraphernalia  of  war,  big  guun,  tanks,  thousands  of  sol- 
diers going  to  the  front  in  camouflaged  cars.  These  cars 
were  chalked  in  every  available  space  with  all  sorts  of  jokes. 

Some  nights,  when  we  were  side-tracked  near  the  front  or 
when  we  were  taking  on  wounded,  were  full  of  the  sights  and 
sounds  of  war.  The  constant  roar  of  the  guns  and  the  inter- 
mittent whir  of  the  Boche  planes  as  distinguished  from  the 
French  or  American  scouting-planes  over  us  filled  us  with 
excitable  cxpectaacy.  When  we  had  time  during  the  day- 
stops  at  (he  front  line  or  eviicuation  hospitals,  we  were  some- 
tinieei  allowed  to  inspect  the  liuspitaln.  They  were  all  splen- 
didly equipped  and  systematized,  but  to  step  out  from  a  bar- 
rack of  men,  who  though  bailly  wounded  were  so  grateful  for 
the  care  tl^ey  were  receiving  and  who  were  trying  so  hard  to 
be  cheerful,  to  the  nearby  liillsidf  of  hastily  made  crosses  was 
tragic.  Even  now  when  the  subject  of  war  is  brought  up,  I 
do  not  picture  the  horrors  or  suffering  or  hear  the  sound  of 
the  guns,  but  see  those  hazy  patches  of  crosses  where  Amcri- 
cajis  were  buried  and  those  scattered  graves  on  the  open  hill- 
sides, marked  by  a  solitary  cross  showing  where  a  French 
soldier  had  fallen. 

Hospital  trains  were  often  side-tracked  to  make  way  for 
combat  troops  and  supplies.    Mrs.  Hill  wrote: 

During  our  first  few  trips,  we  were  very  impatient  be- 
cause it  took  three  or  four  times  longer  to  get  our  wounded 
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to  their  destination  than  through  service  would  take  in  ordi- 
nary times.  Some  were  so  hadly  woumled  and  were  made  so 
extremely  uncomfortable  by  the  jogging'  of  the  train  that  we 
wondered  how  they  lived  or  endured  it,  but  they  did,  and 
with  the  greatest  patience.  We  soon  discovered  tliat  this  slow 
service  was  a  part  of  war,  that  the  trains  coming  away  from 
the  front  had  to  be  fside-tracked  to  permit  the  rushing  in  of 
troope  and  ammunition  and  i^upply  traintt.  At  no  time  were 
there  sufficient  tracks  to  take  care  of  the  greatly  enlarged 
train  service. 

Mies  Stimson  stated  tersely  the  difficulties  which  the  nurses 
experienced  in  this  precarious  branch  of  the  service: 

The  most  obvious  were  the  constant  motion,  the  restricted 
space  which  made  it  necessary  for  the  nurses  to  walk  long 
distances  to  get  needed  artit-lcs,  the  great  irregularity  of  the 
hours  and  the  uncertainty  of  the  time  of  arrival  and  de- 
parture from  the  station.  These  trains  could  not  be  operated 
on  any  fixed  schedule  or  over  any  regular  route.  In  times  of 
heavy  fighting,  even  hospital  trains  with  woundwl  must  give 
precedence  to  men  and  supplies  on  their  way  to  the  front.  It 
was,  therefore,  necessary  to  send  the  trains  by  roundabout 
ways  or  to  hold  them  on  Hidings  until  arrival  at  their  desti- 
nation wfti*  greatly  delayed.  Extra  meals  had  to  be  provided 
and  dressings  changed.  Though  the  average  duration  of  a 
trip  was  about  forty  hours,  it  was  often  UH'essary  to  serve 
Army  rations  to  as  many  as  six  hundred  patients  for  from 
two  to  four  days. 

Mi98  Burrcj  wrote; 

When  the  train  was  empty  and  we  M'cro  moving,  the  scenery 
and  the  wonderful  views  of  France  thrilled  us.  but  when  the 
train  stoppeil,  we  were  garaged  in  some  railroad  yanl  and  we 
might  stay  there  an  hour  or  maybe  two  days  before  our  train 
wad  ordered  to  move.  You  can  picture  the  average  train- 
yard  in  America;  picture  it  in  France  in  war  times! 

When  we  nurses  would  get  off  the  train  to  stretch  our  leg*, 
we  were  greatly  amused  at  ourselves.  We  felt  like  thri** 
geese  walking  along^  for  we  n<»ti{rd  we  trailed  one  another. 
Did  you  ever  see  geese  walking  one  in  the  lead  and  the  othen* 
following?  Wo  used  to  do  that  till  we  realized  we  were  not  on 
the  train  any  longer  but  out  in  the  street,  and  then  we  would,* 
chuckle  to  ourselves.  Our  reason  for  doing  this  was  that  the 
aiale  in  the  train  was  so  narrow  that  we  had  to  walk  single- 
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That  only  nurses  of  high  mental   and  moral  caliber  were 
successfol  in  bospitnl  train  service  is  self-evident.     Miss  Stim- 
stated  the  needed  qualifications: 

Great  professional  skill  nnd  an  ability  to  meet  every  kind 
of  emergency  were,  of  course,  primary  requisites.  Excep- 
tional phypieal  endurance  and  a  wiUingnetfs  to  abandon,  if 
need  be,  the  usual  ideas  of  a  routined,  ordered  life  are  aliio 
necessary.  These  requirements  are  not  hard  to  till  and  no 
dithculties  would  be  encountered  in  having  the  most  desiruhle 
type  of  nurses  on  the  trains  if  the  work  was  always  heavy. 
But  since  there  must  be  times  when  work  is  very  light  and  the 
waits  in  garage  must  be  K>ug  and  tirer-imie.  other  qualities  in 
trained  nurses  cannot  be  overlooked.  The  restricted  area  of 
living  quarters  and  the  close  association  of  officers  and  nurses, 
the  isolation  from  other  groups  of  workers  and  from  the 
diversions  possible  in  hospitals  also  make  this  duty  a  severe 
test  of  the  tact,  adajitability  and  character  of  all  in  the 
Berviee.  It  is  greatly  to  their  credit  that  there  have  been  so 
few  failures.  In  those  w^hieh  have  occurred,  the  principal 
reasons  appear  to  have  been  due  to  errors  in  selecting  the 
individuals  for  the  work  and  to  a  lack  of  harmony  and  an 
unwillingness  to  cooperate  with  others. 

On  Xovember  11,  1913,  sixty-three  nurses  were  on  hospital 
train  duty. 

The  hospital  train  service  was  operated  to  transport  sick  and 
wounded  fnmi  the  evacuation  hospitals  in  the  zone  of  the  r.d- 
vance  to  the  base  units  in  the  zone  of  the  base.  Evacuation 
hospitals  were  developed  entirely  by  the  United  States  Army 
Medical  Corps,  with  the  exception  of  the  American  Red  Cross 
emergency  hospitals  already  outlined.  To  each  division  of  com- 
bat troops  was  attached  twi>  evacuation  c<dumns.  Evacuation 
Hospital  No.  1  was  loeatcd  at  Sebastt)pol  on  the  Lorraine  Front. 
At  Baccarat,  Xo.  2  occupied  a  hillside  above  the  village  of 
Nancy.  Priacilla  J.  Hughes,  Army  Nurse  Corps,  described  the 
ever  changing  pageantry  of  the  fnmt: 

From  Le  Havre  we  went  to  Paris  and  from  Paris  to  Blois. 
the  mobilization  center  for  **ca8ual8."  From  Blois  1  was 
sent  in  a  detaehment  of  nurses  to  Evacuation  Hospital  No.  2 
at  Baccarat  in  the  I^jrraine  seetor.  The  hospital  was  partly 
in  H  French  barracks  and  partly  in  tents  and  huts.  The 
villft^e  had  been  held  by  the  Hermans  for  eighteen  days  in 
1914  and  was  now  partially  in  ruins. 
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We  were  about  six  kilometera  from  the  line.  The  Forty- 
secoTitl  Division  had  just  left  and  the  Seventy-seventh  Divi- 
sion was  coming  in  when  we  first  reached  there.  When  the 
Thirty-seventh  Division  relieved  them  later  in  July,  tlie 
Boche  certainly  kept  us  on  the  jump.  Sometimes  when  there 
was  a  quiet  interval,  we  would  steal  to  the  window  to  watch 
the  planes  flying  around,  their  lignt*  like  big  stars  and  the 
sky  ablaze  witli  signals  sent  up  from  below  and  also  dropped 
from  the  planes.  The  sky  seemed  as  bright  as  if  the  sun  was 
shining  and  the  moon  wa«  the  biggest  and  clearest  I  have 
ever  seen. 

All  through  the  night  we  could  hear  the  men  marching  to 
and  from  the  trenches,  the  rumble  of  the  ammunition  and 
Bupply  wagons  and  ambulances  coming  and  going,  the  noise 
of  the  motorcycles  carrying  dispatches.  It  certainly  was 
wonderful  that  there  were  not  more  collisions.  We  used  to 
fall  asleep  listening  to  the  guns  and  awaken  to  their  voices. 
The  flaslies  from  a  barrage  light4?d  up  the  wallp  of  our  dormi- 
tory. Our  windows  and  doors  were  camouflaged.  Un  dark 
nights,  however,  all  out-doors  seemed  like  the  bottom  of  a  deep 
well. 

Misa  Hughes  deiwiribed  the  gennral  type  of  service: 


As  we  are  in  a  comparatively  quiet  sector,  the  patients 
were  not  evacuated  as  they  otherwise  would  have  been  in 
twenty-four  hours.  We  had  some  excellent  surgeons  and  a 
well  equipped  operating-room  and  X-ray  apparatus,  so  the 
men  were  given  every  chance  possible.  During  July,  August 
and  Septend>er  the  Boche  grew  active  again.  As  our  patients 
were  fastened  up  in  slings  and  all  kinds  of  surgical  appli- 
aiuca  anil  therefore  quite  helpless,  the  night  raids  were  very 
hard  on  them  and  their  distress  worried  the  nurses  quite  as 
much  as  did  Fniz. 

AlMmt  tiie  first  of  October  the  wliole  "Wild  Cat"  Division 
(at  lenst  so  it  seemed)  came  landing  on  us.  One  day  we 
admitted  four  hundred  and  the  next  day  about  six  hundred, 
alt  sick,  cold,  hungrj'  and  eert«iniy  in  need  of  nursing.  They 
had  mumps,  measles,  pneumonia  and  meningitis.  There 
were  only  thirty-two  nurses  all  \M  on  the  staff,  so  ambu- 
lances were  sent  to  bring  Imck  the  twelve  that  harl  been  sent 
away  on  tcmporar)'  duty.  I  have  had  seven  and  eight  boys 
delirious  at  the  same  time,  some  of  them  doing  "guard  duty** 
and  the  other  \hx\t  fellows  answering;  others  were  at  home 
talking  with  "Mother"  or  "Dad."  They  were  nearly  all 
Southern  boys.     When  one  of  them  would  start  singing  otd 
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darkle  chante,  you  may  imagine  the  effect  it  bad  on  the  whole 
ward. 

Located  near  a  shell  torn  wood  at  ficury,  Evacuation  Hos- 
pital No.  4  formed  a  center  for  surgical  teams  and  wounded 
during  the  German  offensive  of  July,  11*18.  Helen  Pratt,  re- 
fif'.rve  nurse  and  a  member  of  Base  Hospital  No.  20,  reported  a 
few  of  the  difficulties  encountered  here: 

The  night  of  July  14  was  stifling;  with  blankets  and  pil- 
lows, the  nurses  went  into  the  open  wheal  fields.  All  the  next 
day,  the  wounded  l)oy8  eame  back  to  us.  That  night  heavy 
rain  churned  tlie  broken  soil  into  mud  aud  a  tornadolike 
wind  blew  down  many  of  the  smaller  tents.  At  such  times 
the  veneer  of  one's  disposition  rubs  off  and  you  see  the  stark 
outlines  of  your  own  and  your  eoworkera'  characters. 

The  day  shifts  and  the  wounded  were  tortured  by  flies. 
Each  morning^  the  orderlies  broke  off  large  boughs  from  the 
neighl>oring  woods  and  tried  to  beat  them  from  the  tents. 

A  night  and  a  day  at  Evacuation  Hospital  No.  6  was  described 
by  Daisy  Pirie  Beyea,  a  reserve  nurse  and- a  meml)er  of  Base 
Hospital  No.  24: 

In  an  open  wheat  field,  with  an  ammunition  dump  on  one 
side  and  the  artillery  ou  the  other,  whik'  the  boys  were 
throwing  a  pontoon  bridge  across  the  Marne  in  front  of  us, 
we  began  to  get  things  in  order  for  the  drive  beginning  m 
forty-eight  hours.  Oh.  the  flies,  the  dead  horses  and  the  dead 
Germans!  At  three  a.m..  the  barrage  started.  Then  the 
word  eame  down  the  line:  "The  boys  go  over  the  top  at 
five!"  A  flash  of  light,  tlie  roar  of  the  gun?  and  then  the 
very  earth  rocking  under  o\ir  feet  as  wo  fumbled  witli  our 
helmets  and  gas  masks.  Crash  after  crash  followed  nil  day 
long  until  five,  when  the  ambulances  began  pouring  in.  The 
tents  were  overflowing,  but  still  the  ambidanres  lined  the 
roads.  Darkness  came,  lit  every  few  seconds  with  an  explod- 
ing shell.  Drivers  shouted  instructions:  trucks  rumbled  past 
to  the  front  and  above  the  incidental  noises  roared  the  heavy 
guns. 

ifrs.    Beyea  described  the  stretchers  and  their  blanketed  oc- 
cupants : 

Now  and  again  you  hear,  "Easy  there.  Buddy.  I  guess  that 
leg  is  about  off."    A  voice  from  under  my  feet  called  up: 
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*H;oc  a  mttek.  SistxtT    A  stretciier  psswdL  the  bd  on  h 

still  OEtt&r  «cib^.  ^-reuBing:    "At  em.  bovsT    And  alwsrs 
cbe  uxtbubuvis  coming  in.  until  we  had  three  ti&oosuid  before 

Li^t»  were  on  in  the  ofwratiD^  tents,  noises  and  doctors 
wvre  wv^Hun^  fiiiscer  and  fit^tK*.  The  strain  grew  intense. 
SoddeclT  above  thie  din.  a  peculiar  aoond  struck  the  air,  the 
soond  of  a  motor,  oace  heard.  neTer  forgotten.  Then  the  cry : 
•'li^t*  out!  Tlfce  Bodier  Pitch  blattoe^  then  the  ex- 
pkviocb^  outride.  A  BaoAed  shoot  from  the  surgeon  across 
the  oable :  *"Someo<w  bring  a  candle.  Tve  got  an  arterr  here  f' 
and  then  t^  me:  ""Xurse.  can  jou  hold  the  patioit  under ^^ 
"^Yes*  Major."  Then  a  jeO.  "'ETerrbodr  flat  on  toot  faces. 
ti»eT*re  rilcht  o»er  nsT'  ■^Hell,*"  growled  the  Major,  '•we 
haven t  goc  timer*  There  wa;»  a  roar  above,  then  ''After 
Vou  bov^itV  the  poTfuitr'  Back  came  the  lights  and  the 
work  went  on. 

Maude  S.  Crav^Jtd«  a  reserre  nurse  and  a  member  of  Base 
Hoi^ital  Xo^  7«  vTvCe  o£  her  experiences  at  another  eracnatiom 
hti^tal: 

We  left  F^r^  at  noon  for  a  destination  whose  name  will 
bring  a  shudder  to  the  nurses  who  were  there  in  the  awful 
davs  oi  July.  We  reached  Chateau-Thierry  about  live  o'clock 
and  waited  an  hour  at  the  station  until  our  officers  found  the 
evacuation  hotfptcal  to  which  we  were  as*^igned.  Finally  we 
arrived  at  a  camp  of  tcUow  tents,  pitched  on  a  recent  battle 
field  in  "No  ManV  Uind^  near  what  wa*  left  of  a  railroad 
station.    Behind  the  station  lay  a  town  in  ruins. 

Here  we  became  acquainted  with  "bully  beef.''  "goldJish.'' 
moldy  black  bread  and  black  cotfee.  Mott  people  are  familiar 
with  the  discomforti?  of  onlinary  camp  life,  bat  try  and 
imagine  tents  pitcheii  on  ground  tiiat  an  army  has  left,  the 
dead  not  al!  burieiL  shell  holes  and  trenches,  mud  and  rain. 
Ima^iue  always  the  Sf.»ttnd  of  artillery,  air  machines  and  no 
sounds  or  signs  of  normal  life.  Our  initiation  into  the 
advancevl  zone  was  made  in  fly  time.  It  really  seemed  as  if 
we  could  stand  anvthing  if  the  flies  ^.oul'i  be  lessened. 

Oh.  the  mivn"  that^^hone  aV^^e  Chateau-Thierry  tfa..^ 
August  and  September  nights:  Thn  ^art  Kli:rhts  that  *wepc 
across  the  skies  outvied  any  Aun>ra  R.^realii  :hat  ever  flamed 
above  the  horizon.  "J^rrr"  came  ov.?r  ev^ry  night.  Before 
we  could  .iistinjniL^h  the"  barr  -^f  his  machine,  we  heard: 
''AH  lights  outr  We  sat  in  .iarkness  until  the  b.?m!.nng 
ceased.    Night  in  these  tents  is  tinlike  any  other  experience* 
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The  cots  were  bo  low  that  the  blankets  drabbled  in  the  mud. 
DowTi  the  center  of  the  ttnt  were  loose  boanla.  They  never 
seemed  bo  narrow  as  when  the  stretcher-bearers  carried  in 
their  burdens  by  the  light  of  a  smoky  lantern.  J*oor  as  the 
Bccommodations  were,  tbe  men  were  always  glad  to  get  nndcr 
shelter  and  in  bed.  The  di^vution  of  thef^e  doughboys  to  earh 
other  was  the  only  beautiful  thing  that  we  saw.  If  they  had 
Been  their  comrades  full,  tbcy  wept  fur  them;  if  they  were 
uncertain  as  to  their  fate,  they  worried  and  fretted. 

How  cold  it  was  in  September !  There  were  no  fires  in  the 
damp  tents,  but  tliere  were  pienty  of  bbirikets  for  tlie  patients 
and  always  hot-water  buttles.  When  the  railroad  track  was 
put  into  commisi^ion  and  the  first  hospital  train  came  in. 
"Jerry*'  kept  watch  for  that  train  and  we  were  always  anxious 
until  it  got  away.  Kvacnation  unnally  took  place  at  night. 
quietly,  with  very  little  light,  the  patients  lying  on  the 
ground  on  stretchers  waiting  to  be  put  on  board.  They  would 
have  cocoa  and  sandwiches  from  the  Ked  Cross  tent,  choco- 
late and  cigarettes.  The  nurses  who  were  able  to  do  so  would 
leave  their  posts  and  come  down  to  say  good-by  and  good 
luck.  Vcrj'  often  the  train  would  leave  about  three  in  the 
morning.  It  was  always  a  comfort  to  see  the  three  **red 
eyes"  at  the  end  of  the  train  wink  and  disappear  in  the  dark- 
ness. It  seemed  strange  to  us  that  the  boys  never  wanted  tu 
go.  They  were  perfectly  satisfied  to  stay  where  they  were,  in 
their  first  bed.  with  American  women  to  care  for  them. 


As  the  troops  moved  forward,  the  evacuation  hospitals  moved 
forward  with  them,  keeping  several  miles  iu  their  rear.  The 
nurses  were  sent  to  a  nearbv  bast;  and  when  their  outfit  had 
been  set  up  again,  rejoined  it.  Weird  moments  of  the  trips  for- 
ward during  the  night  have  etched  their  fantaatic  outlines  upon 
the  memories  of  many  American  nurses  wlio  waited  through  the 
long  hours  in  the  rain  by  a  railroad  track,  watching  weary 
platoons  stumble  from  belated  trains,  while  fresh  companies  as 
silently  climbed  alward.  After  combat  troops  had  l)eeu  moved, 
the  sanitary  units  went  on  up  through  the  sodden  graynees  of 
dawn  to  the  evacuation  hospital  with  its  shambles.  Miss  Craw- 
ford's report  continued: 

We  had  something  to  eat  and  got  into  uniform.  How 
unreal  that  ofteni ting-room  seemed!  The  tables  were  placed 
as  close  together  as  possible  down  the  center.  They  were 
never  empty,  one  [jatient  waiting  until  the  surgeon  had  thi- 
ished  with  the  other.     The  wounded  man  lie^  silent  on  the 
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table.  The  nurses  are  tcio  busy  to  do  more  than  give  him  a 
smile  or  an  encouragiug  pat  as  they  pass  by.  The  anesthetist 
has  a  better  chance. 

1  remember  a  midnight  lunch  beyond  St.  Mihiel.  The 
kitchen  was  situated  in  the  woods*  we!!  out  of  sight.  It  had 
been  part  of  a  German  camp.  The  night  was  cold;  it  was 
raining  and  the  mud  was  the  best  of  its  kind.  There  were  no 
lightti  to  Hhow  us  th*i  up-hill  way.  When  we  had  pulled  our 
feet  through  the  stickiness  and  reached  the  cabin,  it  looked  as 
if  we  had  reached  the  lower  regions.  The  oil  lanterns  tied  to 
tile  tent  stakes  cast  grotesque  shadows.  Dark  figures  flitted 
about  with  cups  and  plates  in  their  hands.  OlTicera  and 
nurses  were  laughing  away  the  discomfurt  and  the  wrelrhed 
food. 

Anna  J.  Johnson^  an  American  Red  CrosB  nurac  who  was 
loaned  to  the  Array  hy  Paris  headquarters,  wrote: 

On  October  C,  1918,  T  reported  to  Evacuation  Hospital 
No.  9  at  Vuubecourt,  near  Verdun.  The  chief  nurse^  Kuth 
Gulden,  assigned  me  to  a  tent  full  of  desperately  sick  pueu- 
monia  patients.  We  worked  har<i  for  them,  but  they  died 
eomotimos  as  many  as  four  in  less  than  an  hour.  .  .  . 

Vaubccourt  was  a  frightful  place.  It  rained  every  day  and 
was  very  cold.  We  lived  in  wooden  barracks;  fiity  of  us 
nurses  were  in  one  of  the  large  rooms  which  had  been  divided 
into  apartments  eight  feet  square.  Two  Army  cots  and  a 
rough  table  wore  in  each  apartment.  There  was  noise  and 
mud  everywhere,  but  we  were  glad  to  get  into  the  barracks 
after  our  former  quarters  in  tents.  One  night  our  tent  had 
come  down  in  the  rain  and  the  whole  place  had  seemed  like 
tents  and  cots  in  a  sea  of  yellow  clay  mud. 

We  fjCHik  <*are  of  many  patient,*;  with  very  little  to  do  with. 
We  got  towels  and  pajamas  from  the  Red  Cro»s.  Dr.  Clark, 
the  Red  Cross  representative.  establisluKl  a  diet  kitchen  with 
Miss  Klixaheth  Witter  in  charge.  She  prepared  cereals,  cus- 
tards, toast,  jellies  and  many  other  dishes  for  our  sickest 
patients.    She  did  splendid  work. 

Enough  rnnm»t  be  said  in  praise  of  the  young  women  who 
did  the  Red  Cross  canteen  work  in  this  frightful  place.  They 
worked  early  and  bite,  night  and  day,  many  times  in  the 
pouring  rain  in  mud  up  to  their  knees.  When  the  hospital 
trains  were  loaded,  they  were  always  there  with  hot  drinks 
and  blankets  for  the  boys.  We  all  worked  hard  and  there 
was  very  little  sleep  at  night;  everyone  talked  W  coughed. 
The  whole  thing  was  depressing.  .  .  , 
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Pare  de  Prince,  near  Paris,  was  the  mobile  hospital  train- 
ing center  of  the  United  States  Army  Medical  Corps.  Here 
each  unit  was  stationed  for  soveral  weeks  before  their  assign- 
ment to  the  field.  Sophie  M.  Bums,  Array  Nurse  Corps,  of 
Mobile  Hospital  No.  9,  described  this  period  of  training: 

Here  we  had  opportunity  to  familiarize  ourselves  with  the 
feahires  of  an  efficient  tent  hospital.  The  eorriilnrs  connect- 
ing  the  ten  wards,  the  complete  operating-roanu  the  hot  and 
cold  runninfT  water,  the  camion  sterilizer  and  the  well 
equipped  laundry  all  provoked  appreciative  admiration.  The 
beautiful  level  grounds  of  the  park  afforded  admirable  space 
in  which  three  mobile  hospitaJs  might  practice  setting  up 
tent  hospitals  at  one  time.  The  officers  found  need  for  all 
the  knowIe<lge  of  architecture  they  possessed,  for  there  are 
many  different  ways  of  putting  up  a  hospital.  Each  way  is 
the  best  way  in  some  particular  emergency.  In  the  meantime 
we  nurses  were  completing  our  preparation,  making  operating- 
room  supplies  enough  to  last  at  least  three  days  and  going 
through  gas  mask  drill. 

Mobile  Hospital  No.  9  was  sent  forward  into  Belgium  to 
serve  American  divisions  participating  with  the  British  in  the 
last  stages  of  the  Ypres-Lya  offensive.  Miss  Bums  described 
the  trip  up  the  line : 

Our  train  consisted  of  thirty-one  cars,  coaches  for  nurses 
and  officers  and  box  cars  for  the  enlisted  men.  We  were  on 
our  way  to  the  front  at  hipt  and  every  one  of  us  was  thrilled 
at  the  prospect.  The  British,  through  whose  sector  we 
passed,  rather  damjwncd  our  cntluisiasm;  they  were  so  thor- 
oughly accustomed  to  thi?  war  business  and  f^o  heartily  sick  of 
it.     We  understood  their  attitude  better  later  on. 

After  passing  through  Staples  and  Calais,  we  reached 
Dunkirk,  where  we  received  new  orders  to  proceed  to  Staden. 
On  the  way  up  wo  met  some  American  regiments  who  shouted 
at  us  cheerful,  comradely  questions:  '^Going  to  the  front?** 
"We've  just  finished  the  Argonne!''  ""Anybody  from  Ohio?" 
"What  town?''  "My  brother  lives  there."  The  next  morning 
we  passed  through  "No  Man's  Land.*'  I  remember  that  my 
first  impression  was  not  of  shell  holes  or  deva^ated  lands, 
but  of  American  soldiers  sitting  before  deftly  propped  trench 
mirrors,  shaving  with  great  enjoyment.  Many  of  the  boys 
had  gay,  flowered  Red  Cro»*s  hags  which  made  bright  spots  of 
color  on  the  general  drab-hued  scene. 
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Miss  Burns'  report  contained  a  graphic  description  of  the  swift- 
ness with  which  these  mobile  units  could  be  set  up: 

We  pulled  in  close  to  a  site  where  the  French  labor  bat- 
talion was  hupily  constructing  a  French  evacuation  hospital. 
Before  nightfall  eight  Bepsonneau  tents  were  up  in  the  shell- 
ridflled  fields  and  accommodations  for  two  hundred  patients 
were  in  reatJiness.  We  had  ample  time  to  prepare  for  the 
drive.  Two  Bessonneau  tents  together  formed  the  admission 
tent  and  pre-operative  wards.  In  the  admission  tent  a  nurse, 
acting  as  dietitian,  served  hot  coffee  to  all  the  incoming 
patients  and  prepared  special  diets.  Patients  were  first  car- 
ried here  on  stretchers  and  their  dressings  cut  down ;  then 
they  went  to  the  X-ray  room  and  thence  to  the  pre-operative 
ward  of  fifty  beds  where  they  were  bathed  and  at  last  to  the 
operating-table.  After  the  operations,  the  patients  were  again 
liftetl,  still  on  the  same  stretchers,  and  carrie<i  to  beds  in  any 
one  of  the  nix  wiirds,  which  were  connected  by  corridors.  A 
short  time  later,  the  operating  teams  arrived  and  in  three 
days  we  were  in  working  order.  When  the  drive  came,  we 
evacuated  a  daily  average  of  a  hundred  patients. 

The  speed  with  which  a  mobile  hospital  could  strike  ramp 
and  move  back  is  described  by  Violetta  0.  Mereer,  reserve 
nurse,  of  Base  Hospital  No,  2,  in  an  account  of  the  evacua- 
tion on  the  evening  of  July  25,  1018,  of  Mobile  Unit  No,  If 
American  Expeditionary  Forces: 

The  barrage  seemed  about  as  usual  until  11:30  p.  M.  We 
were  watching  the  fire-works  when  at  midnight  the  alarm  of 
a  gas  attack  sounded.  All  nurses  were  immediately  ordered 
to  the  dug-outs,  while  corpsmen  began  to  clear  tlie  wards  of 
patients.  Hown  1  went  nrconipanied  by  the  other  night 
nurses.  AVith  a  sigh  of  relief  Major  Barclay  and  Colonel 
Brewer,  atamling  at  the  doorway,  saw  us  safely  in.  They  had 
been  counting  nurses*  noses  and  ours  were  the  last. 

Let  me  say  a  word  about  this  place  of  safety.  It  was  a 
hu^e  affair,  lined  witii  steel,  like  a  jrreat  tunnel,  sup]K>8ed  to 
hold  a  thfuiwand  people.  We  ha<l  stayed  here  about  two  hours 
when  aniliulanre  after  ambulance  of  wounded  l>egan  to  arrive. 
They  decided  to  begin  operating  at  once.  Those  who  were 
ordered  u|>stnirs,  were  glad  to  go.  To  wear  a  tin  bat  and  u 
respirator  during  an  operation,  however,  is  not  the  pleasantest 
thing  in  the  world. 

The  attack  began  again  about  sijc  o*cto<'k  that  morning 
and  we  all  went  to  the  dugout  again.    There  the  Hun  pelted 
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us  for  two  hoiips.  I  shall  novpr  forget  that  scene  under- 
ground. Stretcher  after  stretcher  was  brought  in,  the  poor 
men  in  hideous  condition.  We  did  our  best,  which  was  very 
little,  but  two  died  ilown  there  in  the  {'lose  darknestf.  About 
eight  oVlook  an  order  tame  for  general  evacuation.  We 
weren't  allowed  to  go  back  to  ovir  quarters.  The  oorpsmen 
threw  everything  we  owned  in  sheets  and  tied  them  up  and  so 
they  traveled.  Absolutely  nothing  was  lost.  We  had  break- 
fast an<l  were  parked  into  lorries,  following  the  evacuation  of 
the  patients.  We  feel  now  we  know  the  meaning  of  **an 
orderly  retreat.*'  After  us  came  the  rest  of  the  personnel  as 
fast  as  they  could  be  loaded  in  the  motors. 

In  the  meantime,  the  equipment  of  the  mobile  unit  had  gone 
on  ahead.     Within  twenty-four  hours  they  were  again  ready 
I  for  their  nurses.     Miss  Mercer  continued: 

L  It  seemed  like  heaven  to  arrive  in  this  nice,  clean,  open 

I  field  and  see  our  own  tents  grouped  together  in  one  adorable 

L  little  hospital  and  our  officers  and  men  so  glad  to  see  us  and 

^^K    welcome  us  home.     Wo  certainly  camped  out, — the  officers' 

^^P   mess  by  day  was  their  sleeping  quarters  by  night  and  we  all 

mess  together.    That  very  afternoon  we  received  patients  and 

did  so  all  night  until  our  place  was  full,  hut  evpr>'thing  went 

like  a  breeze,  the  patients  got  immediate  operation  and  good 

•  care,  rest  aiul  food,  even  while  the  hospital  was  being  put 

together ! 

They  were,  however,  an  easy  target  for  bombing  planes.    Miss 
ICercer'd  letter  gave  a  grimly  amusing  incident : 

I  forgot  to  tell  you  that  in  the  area  we  wore  in  there  was 
much  aeroplane  activity.  The  night  before  our  convoy 
started,  the  colonel  of  the  division  was  on  his  way  to  see 
our  commanding  officer.  After  three  hours  he  finally  arrived 
with  the  astounding  story  that  he  had  been  chaseil  by  a  Hun 
plane  and  had  had  to  hiilo  in  a  dit-ch,  making  three  difTerent 
attempts  to  get  away,  but  each  time  being  picked  up  again  by 
this  Hun  highwayman,  who  immediately  turned  his  machine 
gun  on  the  car.  At  the  end  of  three  hours,  the  Hun  grew 
weary  and  Colonel  F.  crawled  out  and  hurried  to  us. 

Within  five  days  they  moved  again.    Miss  Mercer  wrote: 

We  had  to  evacuate  every  patient^  pull  up  stakes  and  be 
ready  to  move  in  twelve  hours,  but  there  was  some  delay  in 
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the  arrival  of  our  convoy  so  we  did  not  get  off  until  five 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  We  started  the  whole  circus  parade 
again.  We  stopped  on  the  road  at  seven  and  had  cheese  and 
crackers,  which  was  dinner.  It  wae  a  heavenly  night,  full 
moon  and  not  a  light  to  be  VL»ed.  We  drove  until  one  a.  m., 
when  orders  came  to  stop,  so  we  slept  for  two  hours  on  the 
aide  of  the  road  wrajtped  in  beaucaup  blankets.  Sharp  at 
three  the  whistle  blew  and  we  were  soon  on  our  way;  we  con- 
tinued without  further  interruption  until  we  arrived  at  a 
P^rench  chateau  with  a  nice  park  in  which  many  troops  were 
sheltered.  It  looked  like  heaven  to  us  after  the  awful  flat, 
dusty  rouutry  we  had  come  from.  The  next  morning  bright 
and  early,  our  patients  began  arriving  and  are  still  coming; 
our  stay  here  has  only  lasted  a  few  days ;  the  future  is  a  sealed 
order.    It  may  be  months  before  we  move  again. 

Miss  Stimsou's  report  stated  that  at  the  signing  of  the 
Armistice*  there  were  sixty-eight  camp  hospitals  functioning  in 
the  Medical  Corps  of  the  American  Expeditionary  Forces. 

Coveted  above  all  forms  of  assignment  within  the  Medical 
Corps  was  the  professional  service  at  the  front,  made  up  of 
"officers,  nurses  and  enlisted  men  especially  selected  for  their 
professional  attainments  and  formed  it»to  surgical,  *8hock'  and 
gas  teams,  so  mobilized  as  to  permit  them  to  be  sent  fully 
ei]nip[K!d  on  short  notice  to  any  part  of  the  front  where  their 
services  were  needed."  ** 

Of  these  units  the  most  numerous  were  operating  teams  or- 
ganized from  base  hospitals.  Two  hundred  and  forty-four 
existed  on  December  31,  1918.  The  prevailing  shortage  of 
medical  perst^nnel  in  the  zone  of  tlie  base  prevented,  how- 
ever, the  withdrawal  of  all  these  units,  so  that  less  than  two 
hundred  teams  actually  saxv  service  at  the  front.  Ninety-tivc 
additional  operating  teams  were  organized  from  among 
"oasnala*'  of  the  American  Expeditionary  Forces, 

An  operating  team  usually  consisted  of  one  surgeon,  one 
nssiatjuit,  t)ne  anesthetist,  two  nurses  and  two  orderlies.  Of  the 
nature  of  the  service.  Sigrid  H.  Jorgensen,  reserve  uursei  of 
Base  Hospital  No.  15,  wrote: 

On  July  It  our  troops  were  making  the  first  big  ofTenaive 
by  themselves.  We  were  dumped  o(T  in  the  middle  of  a 
wheat  tu'ltl  outride  a  gtuall  town  vaWvd  ^Icury.     The  hut^pital 

"Report  of  the  Uin-clor  of  Nursing  Service,  A.  K.  F.,  p,  16,  Surgroo 
0«nerar«  Offlo». 
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[Evacuation  No.  4]  coDsigted  of  ten  Bessonneau  tents,  a  dozen 
large  khaki  tentR  aiul  uumerous  ^muller  oiues.  Tliis  whole 
hospital  was  just  twenty-four  hours  ohl  when  we  arrived  and 
from  the  time  tlie  drive  began  the  day  before  they  had  ad- 
mitted over  a  thousand  wounded.  A  dozen  tired  but  cheerful 
nurses  greeted  us. 

Our  operating-room  was  the  usual  Bessouneau  tent  con- 
nected with  a  Hinaller  teut  which  served  as  sterilizing  and 
supply  room.  Pour  tables  were  arraTiged  down  eneh  side. 
The  night  teams  relieved  the  day  teams.  There  vas  no 
stopping  for  explanations.  The  faces  of  the  wounded  all 
around  us  on  the  ground,  on  the  tables,  everywhere  we 
looked,  seemed  to  eay:   **When  will  my  turn  come?" 

About  eleven  o'clock  that  night  the  Bhelling  of  Chulons, 
about  four  kilometers  away,  began.  Now  and  tlien  the  ma- 
chine guns  would  be  peppering  about  us  trying  to  get  the 
Boche  planes.  The  next  night  the  Bot^lie  came  ulxjut  ten- 
thirty  and  after  circling  about  the  camp  a  few  times,  dropped 
a  large  bomb  about  twenty  feet  from  the  nurses*  tent  and 
played  altout  with  his  machine  gun.  Many  of  the  boy«  whose 
nerves  were  pretty  well  shattered,  wanted  to  get  away.  We 
newcomers  did  not  know  enough  to  be  scared. 

The  work  of  the  teams  was  the  usual  round  of  heavy  surgery. 
MLas  Jorgenseu  continued: 


Sometimes  we  were  fortunate  enough  to  have  two  tables 
for  one  team,  which  meant  that  we  were  able  to  prepare  and 
anesthetize  one  patient  ahead  and  in  that  way  we  could  get 
on  without  stopping.  By  adding  one  extra  surgeon  and  one 
anesthetist  duriiig  rush  day;;,  a  team  like  this  could  handle 
from  sixty  to  eighty  minor  cases  or  thirty  mixed  cases  on  one 
eighteen-hour  shift. 

Sixteen  or  twenty  hours  in  the  operating-room  is  hard 
work.  If  we  went  off  duty,  though,  it  meant  that  for  every 
hour  we  rested  their  wounds  would  become  infected.  And 
nioh  bravery  as  those  boys  displayed  !  1  remember  one  young 
hoy  with  a  fractured  skull.  He  was  too  badly  shocked  for 
ether  and  so  the  op<-»ratioii  was  performed  under  local  ana'S- 
thesia.  For  huge  skull  wounds,  drills  and  nil  sorts  of  other 
instruments  were  used.  One  large  piece  of  thrapuel  was  ex- 
tracted by  a  very  powerful  magnet  and  never  a  whimper 
from  the  boy!  When  wc  praisetl  his  pluck,  he  told  us  that 
anyone  who  could  stand  the  life  in  the  trenches  as  it  had 
been  for  the  past  week  could  stand  anything^ 
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Another  youngster  about  eighteen  years  old  had  gone  to 
sleep  on  the  table,  waiting  for  his  turn  to  come.  Suddenly 
his  voice  rang  through  the  operating-room:  "Why,  hello,  it 
is  an  age  since  Tve  seen  a  woman  like  yout*'  The  surgeon 
wanted  to  kuow  if  he  was  a  friend  of  mine.  Poor  little  chap, 
he  was  brave  enough  for  anyone  to  l>e  proud  to  elaim  him. 
I  went  up  to  examine  his  wound  and  found  one  hand  com- 
pletely blown  to  pieces  and  asked  him  what  he  would  do  if 
it  had  to  be  amputated.  "Do?*'  he  joketi.  "Do  witliout  it, 
I  guess."  T  told  him  not  to  look  at  it  lest  it  make  him  sick. 
He  raised  himself  up,  eyed  it  and  said,  "Why,  there  ain't 
none!"  1  anked  liim  how  he  could  be  so  cheerful.  •'Wliy, 
nurse,"  he  said,  *'it  might  have  been  the  right  one.  This 
time  it  was  only  the  left!"  And  his  childish  laughter  rang 
through  the  tent. 

Ruth  Cushman,  reserve  nurse,  of  Base  Hospital  No,  18, 
described  the  bombing  of  Chalons: 

Up  until  the  night  of  July  14  everything  was  quiet  save  for 
the  barrage  whit^h  rocked  our  barracks.  We  were  awakened  at 
midnight  by  a  shell  exploding  in  our  xaidst  and  tlie  immediate 
order  of  "gas  alerte." 

As  the  patients  were  pouring  in,  the  night  force  went  on 
duty  in  the  operating-room  and  wards.  The  rf^t  of  us  re- 
mained in  ahris  and  dugouts.  By  six  o'clock  that  morning, 
part  of  the  hospital  had  been  demolibhed,  two  patients  killed 
and  some  of  our  perKonnel  injured.  Orders  to  evacuate  came 
at  eight  (/clock  from  Headquarters. 

We  rode  for  several  hours  (and  the  memory  of  the  real 
refugees  journeying  along  the  roadside  still  remains).  Some 
of  the  nurses  slept  on  the  floor  of  the  trucks.  We  soon  found 
ourselves  attached  to  an  evacuation  tent  hospital  in  a  large 
open  field.  Our  own  team,  however,  was  ordered  back  to 
Chalons  to  operate  that  night  on  the  more  serious  cases  which 
had  been  left  behii»d. 

From  our  hospitals  we  watched  the  brilliant  display  made 
by  the  signals  and  shrapnel  from  tlie  anti-aircraft  guns.  In 
the  bright  moonlight,  we  could  see  the  Boohe  planes  flying 
low,  then  the  terrific  explosions  of  the  bursting  shrapnel. 
Personnel  and  patients  alike  sought  the  wheat  lields  and  to 
my  dying  day  1  believe  a  field  of  grain  will  hold  a  certain 
fascination  for  me. 

Our  hospital  train  of  over  a  thousand  trucks  moved  by 
night,  BO  our  way  along  the  main  roads  was  li^diteil  by  burn- 
ing ammunition  dumps  set  off  by  eucmy  bombs.     We  led  n 
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gypsy  life  constantly  in  evafuated  territory  of  the  once  beau- 
tiful Mame  Valley  about  Chfttoau-Thierry.  The  devastated 
country  lying  stark  in  the  brilliant  moonlight  grew  to  have  a 
natural  aspect,  town  after  town  in  ruins,  fields  plowed  with 
aliell  holes,  roadsides  lined  with  animuuitiou  and  graveti.'^ 


From   ficury  the  teams  moved  forward, 
continued : 


Mias  Jorgensen 


Soon  Soissons  had  been  taken  and  the  Germans  were  driven 
back  about  thirty-five  miles.  On  August  U  we  were  on  our 
way,  only  this  time  it  was  quite  diflferent  scenery  to  which  we 
were  introduced.  Everywhere  along  the  road  we  saw  ruins, 
torn  trees,  dead  horses,  shelled  roa<ls.  trenches  and  wire  en- 
tanglements in  every  direction;  but  through  all  this  misery 
wo  did  not  see  one  sad  face;  we  were  all  going  forward. 

Our  entrHnce  to  Chateau-Thierry  was  five  days  after  the 
Germans  had  left.  The  city  must  have  been  very  beautiful 
before  the  attack.  Such  wonderful  architecture  and  such 
scenery  over  the  hiHs  and  the  Marne !  Now  almost  every 
house  was  shelled  to  pieces;  furniture  littered  the  torn  streets. 
No  civilian  inhabitants  remained.  One  beautiful  home  with 
damask  curtains  and  tapestries  attracted  our  attention.  We 
peeked  in  and  there  were  our  boys  peacefully  asleep  on  the 
most  comfortable  divan, 

Olive  I.   Thompson,  also  reserve  nurse  of  Base  Hospital 
No.  18,  described  the  historic  advance: 

Our  team  with  a  number  of  others  was  moved  after  five 
days  to  Villers-sur-Marne,  where  we  were  stationed  with  Field 
Hospital  No.  148  in  Mme.  Huarde's  chateau.  The  thoracic 
team  on  night  duty  at  this  hospital  was  called  during  the  day 
only  for  emergency  cases.  As  all  of  the  boys  had  lain  out 
on  the  ground  for  twenty -four  hours  before  they  were  picked 
up.  they  were  in  very  bad  t-hape  when  they  were  brought  in. 
Delay  in  reaching  the  base  was  due  to  the  fact  that  the  one- 
way road  was  congested  by  the  traffic  of  the  advance. 

During  the  lull  in  the  offensive,  we  went  with  the  surgeon 
in  charge  of  our  team  to  Paris  to  obtain  supplies  and  instru- 
ments from  the  Red  Cross.  Returning,  we  overtook  our  hoa- 
pitaJ  on  July  31  at  Chateau  de  la  Forret.  The  operating- 
room  here  was  in  an  old  hunting  Imlge.  All  around  the  room 
were  stuffed  animals,  which  we  were  not  allowed  to  touch,  as 

*  Report    written    bv    Ruth   CushnuLii    for    the  John9  UopkinM  Alumna 
yagoxtne.  May,  10  U»,  pp,  75-77. 
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it  was  fearp*^  that  they  had  been  wired  by  the  retreating  Ger- 
nians.  The  flies  were  horrible  and  a  foul  stench  arose  from 
dead  men  and  horses  which  still  littered  the  ground. 

Anne  E.  Schneider,  reserve  nurse  of  Base  Hospital  No.  6, 
wrote  of  Field  Hospital  No.  27: 

Monday,  July  30*  found  us  again  on  the  move,  this  time  in 
the  direction  of  CliAtenu-Thierry,  where  we  made  our  home  in 
a  deserted  chateau  with  spacious  pounds.  Team  77  to  which 
I  belongfed  was  placed  on  night  duty,  for  which  I  will  always 
be  grateful.  Our  stay  was  destined  to  be  a  lively  one.  Early 
in  the  eame  I  discovered  that  it  was  much  easier  to  be  busily 
engaged  with  one's  mind  on  one's  patients  than  to  lie  quietly 
in  bed  trying  to  figure  out  Just  where  the  next  bomb  was 
going  to  land. 

Here  during  our  leisure  hours  we  explored  the  surrounding 
countr)'.  visiting  the  dugout*  so  recently  occupied  by  the 
enemy,  made  comfortiible  by  the  looting  of  the  homes  of 
ChAteau-Thierry ;  crossing  the  river  on  the  pontoon  bridges 
thrown  across  by  our  brave  engineers  in  that  bitter  struggle 
across  the  Mame;  climbing  Hill  No.  204  with  its  countleas 
shell-holes;  stopping  by  the  way  to  examine  a  broken  plane 
resting  by  the  grave  of  its  fallen  hero;  viewing  from  its 
height  the  Ikcautiful  valley  of  the  Mame,  at  it5  base  the  utter 
destruction  and  ruin  of  a  once-thriving  city;  through  Belleau 
Wood  where  hardly  a  tree  remains  unscarred ;  througli  many 
a  valley  where  no  ntone  remained  unturned;  and  back  through 
the  poppy  fields  of  France  in  all  the  glory  of  their  brilliant 
hues. 

We  watchwl  the  return  of  the  refugees  in  groups  and  in 
single  tile  by  every  train  or  wagon.  Into  Ch&teau-Thierry 
tiiey  came,  some  on  fc»ot  with  the  old  family  c*iw  and  thr 
faithful  shepherd  dog  close  un  the  heels  of  the  baby  carriage, 
heaped  with  all  their  pitiful  worldly  possessions.  While  the 
sound  of  the  guns  was  still  to  be  heard,  these  people  returned 
to  N'cstahlish  tlieir  homos  and  to  rebuild  the  city  and  with 
their  coming  we  again  joined  the  mighty  cjiravan  of  the  road. 

Of  the  eimultaneons  arrival  of  variona  types  of  forward  eani- 
tary  formations  of  the  American  Expeditionary  Foro<«  at  a 
given  point  of  ovneuntion,  Kathervn  A-  Lcvcrraan,  Tcsorvo 
nurse  of  Base  Hospital  No.  46,  wrote : 

From  Field  HoBpital  No,  87  we  were  taken  to  Red  Cross 
Hospital  No.  114  then  at  Chateau-Thierry  to  remain  over 
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night,  expecting  to  r^tuni  to  our  Lase.  After  scrubbing  all 
morning  in  our  new  quftrtors,  we  received  our  orders.  While 
waiting  for  the  ambulance  to  take  us  to  the  station  there  came 
a  call  for  more  nurttefi  up  the  line.  We  were  hastily  shoved 
into  ambulances  and  there  followed  a  wild  ride  to  Crezancy, 
where  Evacuation  Hospital  No.  3  was  Btatioued, 

Arriving  at  Toul  one  night,  wc  were  taken  by  ambulance 
to  Evacuation  Iloepital  No.  1  which  wa«  permanently  located 
at  Sebastopol,  a  good  distance  from  Toul.  After  resting  here 
for  a  day  we  moved  on  again,  this  time  occupying  a  large 
French  military  barracks  barely  out^^ide  of  the  city.  A  num- 
ber of  tents  were  also  set  up  and  one  of  the  large  Beesonneau 
type  was  fully  equipped  for  operating,  containing  eight  ta- 
bles for  that  purpose,  with  two  extending  the  entire  length  on 
one  side  to  I)e  used  for  sterile  supplies.  Other  hospitals  were 
arriving  daily  and  all  were  stationed  around  this  neighbor- 
hood and  werp  ilesignated  the  *Mustice  (Jroup.''  1  cannot 
now  recall  all  the  dilFerent  numbers,  but  one  was  for  gassed 
cases  only,  another  for  medical,  one  for  the  slightly  injured 
and  we  were  to  take  only  the  seriously  wounded.  It  was 
here  that  Captain  Cutler,  our  surgical  director,  organized  the 
work  BO  that  this  particular  hospital  handled  an  enormous 
number  of  cases  during  tlie  St.  Mihiel  Drive, 

Those  of  U8  who  worked  in  the  tent  still  shiver  when  we 
think  of  those  cold  September  nights,  when  we  were  sterile 
nurses  for  several  operating  t^^ams,  our  hands  in  wet  gloves 
constantly,  standing  within  a  small  space,  handing  out  sterile 
supplies  and  setting  up  instrnmei\t  tables.  Although  tliia 
organization  was  wonderfully  equipped,  there  was  no  over- 
supply  of  aprons,  or  other  articles,  so  we  had  to  be  especially 
careful.  Each  operating  team  had  a  '*flnating  nurse,"  who 
was  kept  so  busy  that  she  did  not  feel  the  cold  quite  so  much. 
There  were  just  two  of  us  to  handle  the  sterile  supplies  for 
those  eight  tables  and  we  did  not  dare  to  move  outside  of 
our  own  little  sphere.  About  four  A.M.  we  felt  more  like 
wooden  idols  than  human  beings  and  oh !  how  unmercifully 
cold  it  could  get  I 

After  the  St.  Mihiel  Drive  we  went  on  to  Fleury,  where  we 
worked  with  Red  Cross  No.  11-1  for  one  week  and  were  then 
ordered  to  the  Champagne  Front  When  we  arrived  at 
Cuperly  in  the  Champagne  sector  early  that  October  morning, 
the  ground  was  while  with  frost.  Our  hospital  tents  were 
pitched  across  the  railroad  track  from  the  Mt  Frenet  French 
hospital  barracks.  ...  It  was  in  this  sector  that  we  had  to 
wear  rubber  boots  so  much  and  we  ran  a  terrible  risk  of  losing 
them  completely.    I  really  don't  know  of  anything  that  has 
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the  stick-to-itiveiio88  that  French  mud  h&s.  The  most  popu- 
lar costume  those  days  were  rairioonls  over  either  a  jersey  or 
gray  crepe  uniform,  ruhher  hoots  a;ul  sou'we(»tor  hat.  Our 
boyi*  told  UP  Ave  looked  like  tlie  advertisement  of  codliver  oil. 
No  wonder  the  tna/lemo\MeUes  asked  our  aokliers;  ''Are  all 
American  women  bo  homely?" 

Of  their  last  stand  at  Fromerville,  Sigrid  Jorgensen  wrote: 

It  was  hardship,  sacrifice  and  toil  from  the  day  we  came 
there.  Something  seemed  to  tell  us  that  this  our  last  fight 
was  to  he  the  end.  The  tents  were  pitched  on  the  top  of  a 
hill  overlooking  the  ruins  of  the  villages.  The  mud,  alive 
with  the  filth  of  war,  grew  thicker  in  the  <K)ld  rain.  Instead 
of  uniforms  with  such  trimmings  as  white  collars  and  caps, 
we  nurses  then  wore  high  rubber  boots,  trench  coats  and  rain 
hats  and  sweaters  in  several  layera. 

Verdun,  pounded  by  German  guns,  was  about  four  kilo- 
meters from  us,  but  we  never  dreamt  for  a  minute  that  they 
were  after  our  little  camp.  On  Xovember  3  they  got  our 
range  and  threw  over  thirteen  shells.  Headquarters  was 
shelled  down  completely;  some  shells  struck  the  tents  and  the 
shrapnel  flew  in  every  direction.  Everyone  rushed  to  the 
help  of  the  wounded.  Some  carried  Htretchers,  others  went 
about  with  banda;,^^  and  dressings  and  still  others  did  their 
best  to  cover  the  boys  up. 

Thirty  "splint  teams"  wore  organized  by  the  Medical  Depart- 
ment for  service  in  the  zoni*  of  the:  advance.  Tlie  stTvice  which 
the  personnel  of  this  type  of  unit  saw,  closely  resembled  that 
cxp<?rien<'ed  by  the  personnel  of  operating-teams.  These  **8plint 
teams"  are  of  especial  interest  to  mpmb4»r9  of  the  American 
Red  Cross,  because  at  the  re^jueet  of  the  Annv  and  without  any 
expense  to  the  Military  Establishment,  the  American  Red  Cnjsa 
supplied  more  than  204,000  splints  to  scddiers  of  the  American 
Expeditionary  Forces. 

'*Sho<'k"  work  at  the  front  represented  the  most  forward 
branch  of  American  military  nursing  service  during  the  Euro- 
pean War.  Seventy-eight  ''shock  teams*'  were  organized.  From 
a  profejwional  point  of  view,  their  work  demonstrated  un- 
equivocally the  value  of  expert  nursing  technique  in  tlie  inune- 
dlHto  zone  of  the  advancr.  Elizalieth  C\K>ndi!4  Stnxle.  r<'S<*r\'e 
nnrae,  of  Base  Huspitai  No.  20,  described  the  uutuxe  of  their 
work: 
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"Shwk"  is  prodiiri'd  by  loss  of  blood,  destruction  of  tissue, 
exposure  and  privations  of  every  kind,  Patients  had  often 
lain  undist-overeil  in  the  rold  and  wet  for  days  in  shell  holes 
or  some  other  exposed  spot,  under  constant  fire,  where  it  was 
impossible  to  eoitdiut  rescue  work.  Life  was  sustained  only 
by  water  from  mud  holes.  Many  others,  desperately  wounded, 
after  receiving  First  Aid,  were  moved  rapidly  back  of  the 
lines  for  further  treatment.  Owing  to  the  great  necessity  for 
haste,  the  ambulances  covered  the  distance  in  tlie  shortest 
time  possible  so  that  the  jolting  over  rough  roads  had  further 
added  to  the  sutFering  and  de\italization  of  the  men. 

If  the  patient's  condition  warranted  it  on  arrival  at  the 
hospital,  we  removed  soiled  clothing,  bathed  him  and  sup- 
plied clean  clothes  before  taking  him  to  the  wards  or  operat- 
ing-room. We  were  on  constant  guard  to  keep  the  wards  as 
free  from  **cooties"  as  possibin.  Those  suffering  from  ex- 
treme shock  were  admitted  to  the  ''shock  wards"  with  none 
of  the  horrors  of  war  removed.  In  most  cases  we  could  only 
wash  the  hands  and  laces  of  these  men  for  many  days  before 
their  condition  enabled  us  to  remove  fully  the  blood,  mud 
and  filth  of  the  trenches  caked  an  them. 

The  treatment  consisted  first  of  giving  heat.  Clothing 
was  cut  away,  the  pntient  put  immediately  on  a  warm 
fitretdier  [mounted  soinplimes  on  trestles]  and  surrounded 
by  hot-water  bottles  or  canteens.  If  very  cold,  he  was  given 
a  warm  air  hatli  by  placing  over  him  a  large  wire  cradle 
covered  with  blankets,  following  the  method  formerly  used 
in  civil  hospitals  for  giving  vapor  baths,  but  giving  dry  in- 
stead of  moist  heat.  Warm  air  was  supplied  by  means  of  a 
pipe  running  under  the  cradle  from  a  small  kerosene  stove  at 
the  foot  of  the  cot.  The  blood  pressure  was  then  taken  to 
determine  the  degree  of  shock.  The  *'T.P.R."  usually 
ehowwl  subnormal  temperature,  feeble  rapid  pulse  and  in- 
creased respiration. 

In  addition  to  extreme  shock,  many  patients  were  dying 
from  gns  bacilli  infection.  The  suffering  caused  by  this  in- 
fection was  so  acute  and  the  etfects  so  deadly  that  our  most 
vigorous  efforts  to  save  life  were  of  little  avail.  Indications 
for  active  treatment  were  first,  hemorrhage;  second,  blooil 
pre«.*ure  below  ninety;  third,  blood  pressure  that  falls 
continuously. 


Following  rest  and  the  application  nf  heat  came  active  treat- 
ment. Pauline  I.  Stock,  reserve  nurse,  of  Base  Hospital 
No.  18,  continued  a  description  of  the  work; 
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If  the  man  was  consciouB  and  not  an  abdominal  case,  he 
was  given  hot  roffee  on  admission  with  a  teaspoonfid  of 
birarhonate  of  Hoda  to  rounteract  acidosis.  The  sw\&  was 
rejieated  in  all  their  hot  drinks  which  were  given  every  two 
hours.  A  quarter  of  a  grain  of  morphine  was  given  if  tl»e 
patient  was  suffering  or  restless  and  large  doses  of  atropin  if 
he  had  loet  much  fluid  through  perspiration,  a  loss  of  which 
was  frequently  ae  pro|>ortionately  greM  as  the  excessive  thirst. 
The  stimulants  used  were  strychnia  and  caflein  sodium 
benzoate. 

In  cases  where  it  was  imperative  to  get  fluids  into  the 
system  at  once,  sterile  salt  solution  with  six  per  cent  gum 
acacia  was  given  intravenously.  The  theory  advanced  was 
that  the  salt  solution  with  gum  ac-aciii  was  less  liahle  to  be 
lost  by  osmosis  than  plain  salt  ^lution.  But  after  all.  blood 
traDsfusion,  when  the  blood  could  be  obtained,  proved  to  lie 
the  most  satisfactory.  The  blood  was  usually  taken  from  the 
gassed  patients,  who  were  really  better  for  it.  When  the 
situation  was  explained  to  them,  the  boys  were  very  good 
about  offering  themselves  as  donors  and  were  always  greatly 
interested  in  the  recipient  and  whether  the  blood  had  helped 
him.  It  was  remarkable  bow  quickly  the  patient  would  pick 
up,  as  a  rule,  after  such  a  transfusion.  Of  couniK^,  many 
times  it  was  only  temfjorary,  but  frequently  he  would  improve 
enough  to  warrant  operation.*' 

Of  further  treatment,  Miss  Strode  wrote: 

Special  diets  of  milk,  eggs,  etc.,  were  issued  for  patients 
whose  condition  permitted  it.  The  Red  Cross  gave  daily  con 
tributions  of  cocoa,  chocolate,  small  cakes,  canned  milk  and, 
at  times,  fruit.  Kverything  possible  was  done  to  alleviate 
the  terrible  suffering  but  only  those  working  under  existing 
conditions  realized  bow  stupenduus  was  the  task  of  supplying 
comforts  so  clo««e  to  the  lines.  As  many  patients  were  in  a 
dying  condition  when  admitted,  the  mortality  wan  exceetl- 
ingly  high.  The  daily  scenes  in  the  shock  ward  truly  illus- 
trate the  horrible  cruelty  of  war,  with  its  ghastly  waste  of  life, 
its  inexprcHsible  agony, 

Gertrude  Bowling,  nvtcrvc  nurse,  who  with  Mias  Stock  had 
been  sent  forward  from  Base  Hospital  No.  18,  wrote  of  experi- 
ences in  (-hateau-Thierr}*: 

"Report  writtrn  by  Pauline  Stock,  John^  Bofkint  AUtmnm  MagQ9in/$9 
May,  IP19.  pp.  70-71. 
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For  a  couple  of  hours  we  jogged  along  a  road  pitted  on 
either  side  with  shell  holes,  the  tell-tale  wrappiugs  of  a  First 
Aid  packet,  or  a  hit  of  clothing  heside  them.  Through  the 
shell  wrecked,  half  demolished  villages  of  Vaux  and  Esson, 
naked,  forbidding  skeletons  in  the  summer  dusk,  we  were 
held  up  hy  annnunilion  trains  going  up  or  empty  camion 
convoys  returning  from  the  front. 

Lees  than  a  week  after  ita  evacuation  hy  the  Huns,  we 
entered  Chateau-Thierry.  The  dead  were  still  unburied  on 
the  battlefields.  Kuiiis  of  the  great  bridges  blown  up  by  the 
Boche  were  still  in  evidence,  us  was  the  pontoon  bridge 
thrown  over  the  Marne  by  the  victorious  French  and  Ameri- 
can troops.  Hotel  Dieu.  where  we  joined  the  With  Field 
Hospital  of  the  '^8th  Division,  was  filled  with  shell  holes 
and  ^i^'ithout  a  pane  of  glass. 

Wanton  destruction,  indescribable  devastation  and  filth 
were  everywhere  manifest.  Houses,  churches,  public  build- 
ings in  ruins,  here  and  there  whole  sides  stripped  off  of 
homes  showing  intimate  detuils  of  family  life  rudely  inter- 
nipted,  a  piano  with  music  still  open  upon  it,  a  victrola  with 
ret'ords  scattered  uijout.  a  tabic  partially  s<'t,  a  baby  carriage 
or  cradle  just  as  the  inhabitants  had  left  it, — one  could  not  but 
wonder  what  had  become  of  them.  At  our  own  hospital,  fur- 
niture, tapestry,  bedding,  china,  broken  and  trampled,  were 
strewn  on  the  floors  and  in  the  court  yards.  Piles  of  everj'- 
thiug  from  candlestttks  nnd  fine  linens  to  hospital  supplies 
were  massed  in  heaps  in  the  cellars  and  about  the  grounds. 
From  these  we  gathered  equipment  for  our  new  ward. 
Through  our  paneless  windows  and  Ibe  ragged  shell  holes  in 
our  wall,  the  flare  from  the  big  guus  and  their  boom  kept 
us  awake." 

The  following  day,  shock  work  began  again.  In  Miss  Bow- 
ling's acoonnt,  as  in  the  notes  of  other  nurses  at  the  front, 
appeared  a  total  disregard  of  the  passing  of  time.  Days  and 
nights  became  only  a  blur  of  exhausted  yet  unsurrendering 
endurance. 

Yon  forgot  many  things  you  had  been  taught.  You  only 
remembered  to  roll  up  your  sleeves  and  dig  in.  it  was  work, 
eat.  fcleep.  work.  One  stretch  of  duty  was  the  same  as  the 
next.  You  forgot  the  days  of  the  week;  you  thought  only  of 
how  many  you  could  keep  from  dying. 

"Report  written  by  Gertrude  Bowltu^  for  Johns  Hopkins  Alumna  Maga- 
sine.  May.  1919,  pp.  tl4-05. 
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Never  will  I  forget  some  of  the  faces,  wonderful,  physical 
types  of  American  manhood,  and  the  spirit,  sometimes  ni 
mere  slijis  of  boys,  well, — superhuman!  They  were  a  game 
lot.  Duiit-iaked,  hloody,  often  wet,  they  came  to  \\»  some- 
times too  fast  to  hanille.  One  little  seeond  lieutenant,  badly 
smashed,  grinned  from  ear  to  ear:  '^Bo^'s/'  he  said.  *M  got 
my  seven  IJoches  before  they  got  me!" 

Another  dark -haired,  broad-shouldered  chap  of  twenty, 
with  both  legs  amj)utated  almost  to  the  hip,  his  face  and  body 
peppereil  by  bits  of  slirapnel,  lay  helpless  in  our  ward. 
''AVell,"  be  told  us,  *'I  was  studying  to  be  a  dentist,  but  now 
that  is  impo!=sible.  At  one  time  1  learned  to  make  artitirial 
teeth.  When  I  go  hack  I  think  1  can  be  able  to  make  a  living 
with  that  as  my  trade." 

The  dumb.  long-sulTering  look  in  the  eyes  of  a  lad  who 
came  to  us  after  lying  for  three  days  in  *'No  Man's  I^nd" 
before  being  found,  still  haunts  me.  His  back  bore  huge 
shrapnel  wounds  alive  with  maggots.  Words  cannot  do  jus- 
tice to  the  gruesomeness  of  those  crawling  things  iu  human 
flesh. 

After  two  weeks  at  Chateau-Tluerry,  the  American  field 
hospital  moved  up  to  Cohan,  five  miles  across  country  from 
Fismos.  Miss  Bowling  wrote  of  her  anxiety  lest  in  the  dark- 
ness she  could  not  got  her  un(»onscious  patients  into  their  gas- 
masks in  time.    8he  described  the  nightly  bombing: 

At  such  times  a  piece  of  roof  is  a  certain  satisfaction. 
Even  the  best  canvas  seems  thin.     No  sooner  did  the  mooi 
show  her  face  than  the  bu2z-buzz,  with  its  peculiar  Biugiugj 
whine,  was  overiiea<l.     Many  bombs  exploded  near  us.    Two 
that  proved  to  l>e  ''duds"  fell  just  back  of  our  tents.     Had 
they  exploded  quite  a  few  of  us,  to  use  the  parlance  of  the 
boys,  would  have  lM?en  saying  •*(iood  morning,  St.  Peter!'* 
Later  wo  learned  that  a  woman  spy  had  signaled  the  planea 
with  n  Hayhligbt  from  the  top  of  the  hillside  on  which  ouf 
tents  were  placed.    She  was  a  middle-aged  Kren»h  womar  and 
pretended  to  s{>eak  no  English,  until  her  condemuatiou  was 
pronounced. 

Of  the  shell ingy  Miss  Bowling  wrote: 

Sudderdy  one  morning  we  heard  over  our  heads  a  new 
sound,— the  long,  shrill  whistle  of  the  Hun*s  Hig  Hrrlha, 
followed  in  a  few  secondi^  by  tiie  crash  of  explosion  at  the 
point  of  contact.     They  were  searching  for  the  big  na^ 
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guns  just  back  of  us.  All  my  life  I  have  read  of  the  whistle 
and  whine  of  sholls.  Tim  vtuinun  left  over  our  heads  as  the 
shells  seemed  to  pasa  lower  and  lower,  was  (*o  vivid  to  our 
minds,  wc  felt  we  t'onld  rench  up  and  touch  it  with  our  hands. 

One  of  their  stations  was  in  an  old  cow  stable.    Miss  Bowling 
continued: 


Open  to  the  air  only  by  one  small  door  which  we  kept 
blanketed  at  night  to  hide  the  caudle  by  which  we  worked, 
we  set  up  our  "shock-ward"  near  the  manger,  with  the  dusty 
cobwebs  clinging  to  the  rafters.  The  stable  itself  was  at  the 
mouth  of  a  wine  cellar  running  fifty  feet  underground,  under 
a  hill.  Here  we  carried  our  patients  for  shelter  in  necesfiity. 
When  not  on  duty,  we  slept  upstairs  over  the  little  X-ray  and 
operating-room.  When  "Jerry's"  shells  began  to  whistle 
with  the  regularity  of  clock  work  about  ten  P.M.  and  again 
at  four  A.M.,  we  repaired  in  pajamas,  raincoats,  tin  hats  and 
gas  masks  to  the  wine  cellar  until  it  was  over.  It  was  at  this 
place  they  brought  us  one  night  a  Pittsburgh  boy  an  hour 
after  he  had  been  wounded.  He  was  at  the  key-board  at  a 
geueraPs  chateau  when  a  piece  of  shrapnel  caught  him,  sever- 
ing an  artery.  He  came  to  us  with  a  tourniquet  made  of  a 
blue  bandana  handkerchief  and  a  wooden  spoon. 

I  might  tell  you  many,  many  incidents  of  the  brave  boys 
who  passed  through  our  hands;  of  the  way  some  of  them 
died;  of  the  things  all  of  them  endured  ;  of  the  rats,  huge  as 
guinea  pigs;  of  the  thir.st  and  the  mud;  of  tlie  swarming 
flies,  the  fleas,  the  "cooties'*  that  tormented  them;  of  the 
periods  of  intense  suspense  not  hanler  to  bear  ttian  the  long 
days  of  monotony  and  great  physical  exhaustion  that  often 
followed.  But  1  could  never  really  picture  things  as  they 
were. 


Of  the  8t.  ililiiel  Drive,  Alice  A.  Kelly,  Army  Nurse  Corps, 
of  Base  Hospital  No.  49,  wTote: 

Our  team  consisting  of  a  captain  of  the  Medical  Corps, 
an  orderly  and  myself,  were  joined  on  September  9  at  Toul 
by  another  "shock"  from  a  Georgia  unit.  We  were  given 
an  ambulance  and  told  to  find  the  triage  of  the  Sl^th  Division. 

In  the  early  morning  of  September  13  we  were  riding  over 
territory  which  our  forces  had  left  the  day  before.  Our  driver 
lost  his  way.  At  one  time  we  were  riding  ahead  of  the  artil- 
lery of  one  of  the  divisions  on  its  way  to  the  fa.st  advancing 
line.    We  saw  everything  from  dead  iiorses  up,  camouflage^ 
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guns  beside  the  road,  everything  bearing  the  look  of  hasty 
departure.  Several  times  we  were  ol>ligeti  to  stop  and  inquire 
the  location  of  this  triage.  Whenever  the  boys  saw  u»,  they 
stared,    I  heard  one  nuui  say:   "My  (Jod,  it's  a  woman  V 

We  Htupped  in  a  very  much  ruined  little  villa;?c  where  parts 
of  one  division  were  liaving  a  hasty  breakfast  before  tliey 
pushed  on.  Excitement  was  everywhere.  Of  iH)urBe,  the 
boys  cheered  and  told  us  that  we  were  the  only  two  girls 
around  that  section  and  it  did  please  them  to  see  *'gome  really 
and  truly  American  women/' 

A  iriage  has  been  defined  as  the  sorting-station  immediately 
behind  the  First  Aid  dugout  in  the  field.  Of  this  one,  Miss 
Kelly  wrote: 

It  consisted  of  about  ten  canvas  tents;  one  of  them  was  an 
extremely  large  one  which  was  used  as  a  receiving  ward. 
The  boys  were  evacuated  almost  as  soon  as  they  came  m, 
remaining  only  to  he  redressed.  Though  there  were  many 
cases  that  needed  transfusion,  we  did  not  have  the  supplies 
to  do  much  work  there.  To  apply  heat  we  improvised  a  hood 
to  be  placed  over  the  stretcher  and  used  lanterns. 

As  for  our  living  conditions,  our  one  and  only  trouble  was 
the  mice.  Often  I  woke  up  with  them  running  over  ray  cot. 
At  first  we  could  not  sleep  on  account  of  the  barrage  each 
night,  but  fiiiaMy  got  accustomed  to  it.  I  remember  late  on« 
evening  hearing  a  steady  beat,  beat,  beat.  I  got  up  and 
peeked  out  of  the  tent  to  see  a  steady  line  of  soldiers  march- 
ing to  the  front  in  the  gorgeous  moonlight.  As  Uiesc  boys 
swung  on,  not  a  sound  was  heard  except  the  tread  of  their 
foet.    I  wati-hed  them  pass  for  ten  full  minutes.  .  .  . 

We  had  arrived  in  time  for  tlie  Argonne  Drive,  September 
2fi.  We  were  immediately  put  in  charge  of  a  regular  ''shock- 
■ward/'  the  two  teams  relieviug  each  other  on  the  da>'  and 
night  work.  And  there  the  real  work  began.  We  got  every- 
thing, but  had  more  shrapnel  wounds  than  fmctures.  Those 
were  busy  times.  It  was  disc*ouruging  to  bring  ImoJc  fome  of 
thow*  frighlful  cases  only  to  have  tiiera  die  later  with  gas 
bacillus  infections. 


Of  the  oost  of  the  Argonne  vietory,  Miss  Bowling  wrote:  "It 
la  no  new  story,  the  frightful  (mruHge  of  that  hnrd-fou^t  ground. 
The  dead  sometimes  waited  three  nnd  four  on  the  warda  with 
the  living,  Uvjiuae  the  stn*trhcr  beanTS  wetc  liK)  busy  carrying 
the  wcMinded  and  the  dead  could  wait." 


Pbolo.  by  8<0tMi  r,.ry  .  r     s 

Fir«t  Aid  SlHtion.  HlHtli  Rt^^.  Tnfrtiitry.  A.  E.  F..  Rt  Ibo  villftjrt  Nefrrc, 
neiir  Badonvillier,  France.  Xn  women  nurses  were  allowed  at  theae  stationB 
immediately  behind  the  trencUea. 
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Approxiniatdy  four  thousaiid  officers,  nurses  and  enlisted 
mcu  cuinpristid  the  professlouul  teuni  service  of  the  American 
Expeditionary  Forces.  Of  this  number,  two  thousand,  six 
hundred  and  sixty-two  wero  uursea.  Miss  Stimaon  do-Scribed 
how  these  more  fortunate  ones  were  regarded  by  nurses  serving 
in  the  zone  of  the  base : 

The  work  in  the  hospitals  at  the  front,  with  all  its  trying 
conditions,  was  the  prize  and  goal  for  which  every  nurse  of 
the  American  Expeditionary  Fort*e8  longed.  No  special 
credit  should  be  ^ivon  the  nurses  who  achieved  it,  even  when 
recog-nitrcm  of  their  skill,  their  courage  and  their  uncomplain- 
ing willingiiesH  tn  adapt  themselves  to  all  the  hardships  en- 
tailed, is  nmde.  Tin*  work  was  its  own  reward.  L]ach  nurse 
knew  that  she  was  fortunate  indeed  to  be  there  and  that 
waitinc^  to  take  her  plate,  nay.  only  too  eager  for  the  chance, 
were  literally  hundreds  of  other  nurses. 


Attached  to  the  332nd  Regiment  from  Ohio,  brigaded  with 
the  Italian  Armies,  waa  United  States  Base  Hospital  No.  102, 
of  one  thoUBiind  beds,  organized  by  Dr.  Joseph  A.  Danna  within 
the  Jledicnl  School  of  Tx>yola  University  of  New  Orleans, 
Louisiana.  Although  this  unit  was  not  ordered  into  the  field 
until  August  of  191 S,  its  experiences  as  tbe  most  forward  baae 
hospital  oj>erating  on  the  Italinn  Front,  comprised  a  most 
piotures(pie  section  of  war  nursing  history. 

Born  in  Hisacquinto,  in  the  provence  of  Palermo,  Italy,  Dr. 
Danna  at  the  age  of  seven  came  with  his  parents  to  the  United 
States,  and  subsequently  made  his  home  in  New  Orleans.  Wben 
the  American  Ucd  (^roas  suggested  the  organiication  of  a  base 
hospital  fnini  the  staff  of  Loyola  University  Medical  School,  he 
was  appointed  director,  Chrysostom  Moynahau,  a  Daughter 
of  Charity  of  St  Vincent  de  Paul,  was  chief  nurse.  Sister 
Isabella,  anotlier  Daughter  of  Charity,  was  delegated  by  Sis- 
ter Chry8(»stom  to  compile  the  reports  describing  the  activities 
of  Bas<'  Hospital  No.  102  as  quoted  in  this  section.  She  wrote 
o/  her  chief: 

Sister  Chrysostom  was  born  in  Ireland  and  came  to  this 
country  at  an  early  age  with  ht^r  parents  who  settled  in 
Massachusetts.  Entering  the  Community  of  Daughters  of 
Charity  of  St.  Vincent  de  Paul  at  Kmmittijburg,  Marj-land, 
their  Mother  House  in  this  country,  she  was  sent  at  the  ex- 
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piratioD  of  her  seminary  term.  January.  1889,  to  Caniey  Hos- 
pital, Boston.  This  Community  opened  here  its  first  train- 
ing school  for  nurses  in  l.Si»2  with  Miss  Emily  Stoney  aft 
superintendent.  Sister  Chrysostom  was  one  of  the  grailuatesj] 
of  this  first  class,  the  term  then  heing  two  years.  She  thenj' 
tnmsferred  to  St.  Clary's  HonpitHK  Kvaii8vilk\  Indiana.  wh(>re' 
she  remained  until  1)S98.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  Spanihh- 
American  War,  she  was  enlled  with  nine  (tthers  of  this  Com- 
munity to  Wasliingtou  preparatory  to  being  sent  to  Santiago 
to  nurse  fever  patients.  The  day  previous  to  their  departure. 
President  ilcKinley  requested  that  no  Sister  be  sent  to  Cuba 
who  was  not  immune.  As  Si;;ter  Chrysostom  was  the  only 
exception,  a  Sister  from  Proviilenre  Hospitnl,  Washington, 
who  had  had  the  fever,  was  hurriedly  railed  and  Sister 
Chrysostom  was  sent  to  Providence  Tlnnpitrtl  to  replace  this 
Sister.  Some  months  later,  however,  she  was  detailed  to 
Portsmouth,  Virginia,  to  help  nurse  the  Spanish  who  had 
been  injured  by  the  burning  of  the  Marie  Thvrt'ita  and  on 
recovery  of  thc»se  patients.  Sister  Chrysostom  was  transferred 
to  Fort  Thomos,  Kentucky,  where  she  helped  to  care  for 
fever  patients  until  February,  1890.  From  here  she  returned 
to  Evansville,  Indiana,  and  was  thence  sent  to  Birnjingham, 
Alal)ania,  where  she  later  built  the  beautiful  St.  Vincenl'» 
Hospital. 

From  1809  until  lOlS,  Sister  Chrysostom  was  in  charge  of 
this  institution,  receiving  while  there,  in  January.  1918,  her 
api>ointment  as  chief  nurse  of  Loyola  Base  Hospital  Unit 
No.  102. 


Sister  Chrysostom  was  the  first  registered  nurse  in  the  State 
of  Alabama. 

Ten  Daughters  of  Charity  from  representative  hospitals  iu 
the  South  held  executive  positions  under  Sister  Chrysostom 
upon  the  nursing  statT  of  Base  Hospitnl  No.  10:2.  These  women 
were  the  only  nuns  who  served  with  the  American  Army  in  tho 
Kumpean  War.  They  were  Sisters  iJe  Sales  Loftus,  Lucia 
Dolan,  Agatha  Aluldoon,  Catlierine  Coleman,  Angela  Ihvndel, 
M.  David  Ingram,  Mariana  Flynn,  Valeria  Dorn  and  FInrence 
Means.  Their  order,  however,  had  long  before  blazed  the  way 
to  the  modern  woman's  pnrt  in  the  nlleviation  of  suffering 
among  the  wounded  of  annics.     Sister  Isabella  wrote: 

The  Dauphters  of  Charity  of  St.  Vincent  de  Paul  were  the 
foreninners  of  the  Red  Cross,  operating  on  tiie  bnttlefteld  in 
the  wars  of  Ciustavus  AdolphuB.    Their  Community  uambers 
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thirty-five  thousand  Fubjects.  They  are  found  in  every  coun- 
try in  the  world,  their  works  being  well  known  in  China,  the 
Philippine  Isands,  through  South  America,  in  the  levant, 
Constantinople  and  the  Turkish  pt>&se8sion«,  Jerusalem, 
Northern  Africa,  Madagascar  and  all  over  Europe. 

When  they  were  first  sent  out  in  l(>o4  and  1655  by  Vin- 
cent de  Paul,  their  Founder,  to  the  battlefields  of  Sedan  and 
Arras,  it  was  a  world  wonder,  for  women  had  never  before 
engaged  in  this  work.  They  were  the  first  religious  women 
of  any  Commimity  to  brave  the  dangers  and  hardships  of  the 
battlefield. 

Florence  Nightingale  visited  the  Daughters  of  Charity  in 
their  Mother  House  in  Paris,  for  the  p\irpose  of  learning  their 
methods  and  she  acknowledged  that  her  own  work  would  have 
failed  without  their  cooperation.  Thus  from  the  day  when 
the  Turk  christened  the  Daughters  of  Charity  the  "White 
Swallows  of  Allah"  have  they  continued  their  errands  of 
merry,  reaching,  perhaps,  the  climax  in  their  recent  faithful 
service  to  the  dead  and  wounded  in  Belgium.  It  is  recorded 
of  several  Daughters  of  Charity,  following  the  French  Army 
back  from  Belgium,  that  for  twelve  days  they  went  without 
changing  their  garments  and  upon  reaching  shelter,  such 
was  their  soiled  and  disheveled  condition »  that  they  were  not 
recognized  as  Sisters,  but  had  to  prove  their  identity. 

Since  the  beginning  of  the  war  five  thousand  members  of 
the  Mother  House  of  this  Community  in  France  have  been 
doing  field  work. 

The  remaining  ninety  nurses  who  formed  the  nursing  per- 
sonnel of  Base  Hospital  No.  102  canio  largely  from  training 
schools  in  all  parts  of  the  United  Statca  conducted  by  the 
Daughters  of  Charity,  Sister  Isabella  wrote  of  their  mobiliza- 
tion: 

Twenty-two  nurses  were  from  New  Orleans,  twelve  from 
Birmingham,  six  from  Montgomery,  five  from  Mobile,  five 
from  Cliicago,  ten  from  Kl  Paso,  ten  from  Los  Angeles,  eight 
from  San  Francisco  and  five  from  St.  Louis,  several  from 
Austin,  Texas,  and  several  others  from  various  Southern 
cities.  Acting  upon  official  orders,  for  several  mouths  pre- 
vious to  mobilization,  the  nurses  were  detailed  to  different 
cantonments. 


The  equipment  of  Base  Hospital  No.  102,  costing  $100,000, 
was  purchased  by  funds  contributed  entirely  by  Mrs.  John 
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Dibert,  a  New  Orleans  philanthropist.  Its  assignment  to  Italy 
was  in  part  determined  by  the  strong  sympathies  of  Dr.  Danna 
for  his  mother  country  and  by  the  need  for  a  sanitary  unit  to 
servo  with  the  832nd  Regiment  of  the  American  Expeditionary 
Forcoa,  brignded  in  the  summer  of  1918  with  General  Diax* 
troops. 

Early  in  July,  1918,  the  nursing  staff  of  Base  Hospital  No. 
102  puihilized  in  New  York.  Nursea  and  Daughters  alike  re- 
ceived eompfete  equipment  for  foreign  serviee  from  the  Ameri- 
can Red  Cross.  The  nuna,  however,  were  pennitted  by  special 
ruling  to  wear  the  dark  blue  cloth  habit,  the  white  collar  and 
the  cornet  of  their  order.  The  embarkation  of  the  unit  was 
made  the  occasion  for  ceremonials  of  a  deeply  religious  char- 
acter. An  eloquent  flag  blessing  at  St.  Stephen's  Church, 
delivered  by  Chaplain  George  T.  McCarthy,  July  23,  was  the 
first  public  Catholic  demonstration  of  this  kind  given  in  New 
York  City.  A  last  High  Mass  was  held  at  three  o'clock  Sun- 
day morning,  August  4,  and  Major  Chaplain  Joseph  P.  Dineen 
sent  the  unit  forth  with  an  inspirational  blessing.  The  Rever- 
end Godfrey  P.  Hunt,  a  Franciscan  from  the  monastery  iu 
Washington,  D.  C,  accompanied  Base  Hospital  No.  102  into 
the  field  as  chaplain.  Sister  Isabella  wrote  as  follows  of  their 
embarkation : 


Sunday,  August  4,  at  2  A.M.  under  cover  of  darkneas,  the 
Sister?  and  nurses  marched  in  file,  four  abreast,  full  uniform 
and  headed  by  Lieutenant  McCarthy,  to  St.  Stephen's 
Clmrdi. 

The  nurse?  then  returned  to  the  hotel,  got  suitcases  and 
crossed  in  the  ferry  to  Jersey  City.  Here  darkened  coaches 
awaited  them.  Tlie  train  was  composed  of  first-class  i^ars  and 
Iwfore  starting,  the  Lieutenant  turned  them  over  to  a  secret 
Rervice  man.  The  train  pnllwJ  out  at  one  P.M..  reached 
Baltimore  and  went  straight  to  the  wharf,  where  the  S.  S. 
Umhria  awaited  it. 

The  Fmhria.  nn  Italian  boat  built  in  1901  and  for  the  past 
three  years  used  as  a  frfi^dit  steamer,  had  had  a  thorough 
overhiuding  in  prppnrfltion  for  this  trip.  It  was  small  for 
the  tniit  and  in  many  respects  very  inconvenient,  but  it  had  a 
good  i'nptain  and  a  generous  crew,  which  more  than  compen- 
sated for  all  shortcomings.  On  arrival  of  Chaplain  Reverend 
Hunt  from  Washington,  D.  C,  the  Umbria  Bta.rted  ou  her 
voyage. 


THE  EUROPEAN  WAR 


669 


The  first  morning  out,  tho  S.  S.  Vmhria  picked  up  a  tlack 
speck  on  her  left.  It  proved  to  be  the  lifeboat  of  the  American 
oil  tanker  Jennings,  containing  the  Run'ivors  of  the  Jennings 
which  had  been  torpedoed  twenty-four  hours  before.  The  life- 
boat was  re-provisioned  and  with  its  passengers  carried  back 
until  it  was  within  sight  of  Cape  Hatteras.  This  caused  a 
delay  of  six  hours  to  the  Umhria, 

Of  their  approach  to  Gibraltar,  Sister  Isabella  wrote: 

Until  Augast  17,  the  Umbria  was  without  convoy,  but  on 
that  day,  a  great  English  man-o'-war  came  out  to  escort  her 
through  the  Strait  and  into  the  harbor.  It  had  been  in  search 
of  the  I'mhrui  all  night,  but  could  not  locate  her  until  the 
followinf^  morning.  This  convoy  was  more  than  welcome, 
as  on  the  previous  afternoon  fourteen  messages  had  been  re- 
ceived by  Uie  officers  warning  them  to  be  on  the  lookout  for 
submarines. 


While  the  ship  was  coaling  at  Gibraltar,  the  nurses  were  given 
shore  leave.  American  jackies,  many  of  whom  had  not  seen 
an  American  girl  for  three  years,  came  alongside  and  took  the 
nurses  ashore.  The  United  States  Naval  Hospital  entertained 
them  for  tea.  The  Umlirxa  lay  under  the  Rock  for  three  days 
before  she  sailed  under  convoy  August  21  for  Genoa.  A  nurse's 
diary  described  their  convoy  as  follows: 

As  you  know,  the  Gulf  of  Gibraltar  and  the  Mediterranean 
were  a  nest  of  submarines.  We  sailed  Tuesday  afternoon  and 
such  ft  sight  I  shall  never  forget,  twenty-nine  beautiful  boats 
leaving  the  Old  Hock !  The  sea  was  calm  as  a  tub  and  we 
moved  out  singing  a  hymn  to  our  Blessed  Mother  and  also  a 
good-by  to  Gibraltar,  the  latter  to  the  air  of  "Tipperary.** 

We  had  a  beautiful  French  man-o*-war  in  front  of  ns, 
whose  duty  it  was  to  look  out  for  mines  and  to  serve  as  our 
pilot  ship;  the  Admiral  of  the  fleet  was  on  this  man-o'-war. 
In  the  rear  was  a  large  Italian  man-o'-war,  which  M'e  called 
our  "bull  dog,"  because  their  bow  reminded  ua  of  a  bull 
dog's  nose.  This  is  tlie  largest  ship  in  the  fleet  and  could 
get  amund  the  fastest. — she  was  constantly  around  the  fleet, 
sometimes  would  almost  go  out  of  sight,  on  the  lookout. 
Then  we  had  three  small  gun-boats,  one  each,  English,  Ameri- 
can and  Italian;  we  called  these  the  "fiats,"  as  they  kept 
themselves  around  the  sides  and  ran  ahead  and  behind  our 
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fleet  looking  for  something  at  which  to  strike.  The  other 
boats  were  carr^'ing  oil  and  provisions. 

We  spent  most  of  our  time  watching  the  ships  do  their 
silent  talking.  Our  Umbria  seemed  to  Im?  the  pet  of  the  fleet, 
she  was  put  in  tlie  center, — this  no  douht  because  nhe  was  the 
only  one  carrying  women.  Every  Ally's  flag  wat?  taken  down 
shortly  after  we  left  the  Hock  nnd  only  the  signal  flags  were 
U(*etl.  Kach  ship  had  her  own  |>eculiar  camouflage  paint. 
The  pilot  ship  received  all  wireless  messages  and  sent  them 
to  us.  They  had  boat  drills  twice  h  day, —  a  sailor  gave  a 
signal,  our  boat  whii-tled  and  all  the  other  boata  answered, 
then  centered  around  us  at  rest,  or  changed  the  course  of 
position  of  their  ships. 

One  day  we  passed  a  large  school  of  porpoises  taking  a  sun 
bath.  We  saw  flying  fish  in  droves  and  it  was  almost  im- 
possible to  believe  they  were  not  black-birds.  Another  day 
one  flew  in  on  the  lower  deck ;  it  was  very  pretty  and  after  a 
while  we  threw  it  hack  into  the  water.  Several  times  our 
pilot  ship  swung  around  and  made  a  smoke  screen  through 
which  we  passed.  We  will  never  know  just  what  the  men  in 
the  crow's  nest  saw  to  make  them  so  cautious.  One  morning 
just  at  daylight,  two  innocent  looking  Ashing  saill>oat8  were 
seen  at  our  left.  Our  *'bull  dog*'  put  out  her  signal  flag  and 
not  getting  the  satisfactory  response  signal,  she  made  for 
them.  We  do  not  know  what  happened  hut  suppose  the  crew 
were  taken  prisoners  and  the  Ixiatj^  sunk.  We  learned  later 
they  were  supply  boats  for  submarines.  The  night  of  August 
26,  a  neighbor  boat  came  up  near  enougli  to  call  out:  **S,  S. 
Umbria,  put  out  your  light  on  aft  side."  ;Vii  otlicer  investi- 
gated and  found  that  one  of  the  ship's  crew  bad  lighted  a 
cigarette  and  was  smoking. 

Of  their  safe  arrival  in  Genoa,  August  27,  a  member  of  the 
unit,  Blanche  Asher,  wrote: 


We  awakened  one  sunny  mornint:  in  the  harbor  of  this 
ancient  port  nnd  T  am  sure  our  heartfelt  thanks  at  Mass  that 
morning,  in  view  of  Columbus'  native  city,  were  no  less 
devout  than  were  his  at  sight  of  our  own  native  laud. 
Columbus  braved  \inknown  hazards  (ipnoranre  is  bliss!)  but 
wo  were  one  and  all  well  aware  of  the  danger,  which  through 
the  grace  of  (Jod.  we  pa.ised  safely  and  every  member  of  our 
party  attributed  our  safe  voyage  to  our  invisible  convoys,  the 
many  prayers  whic-h  were  offered  for  our  safe  and  happj 
journey. 
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A  young  officer  rpiiiarked,  a  few  evenings  ago,  while  we 
were  discufsinj;  the  wonderful  way  in  which  we  were  pro- 
tected: **1  tell  you  1  wanted  to  pray  too,  Bometimee,  but  I 
didn't  know  h(»w.  so  wht'U  the  rest  of  you  prayed,  I  just 
smoked  like  the  dickens  and  thanked  God  I  had  got  into  such 
good  company !" 

Miss  Aslicr  wrote  of  their  iirst  billet: 

The  United  ^ates  military  band  met  us  at  the  docks 
and  United  States  anibulaiiees  couveye<l  us  to  this  quaint  but 
beautiful  old  building,  which  until  recently  was  a  convent. 
Sisters  are  in  charge  here  now,  a^^isted  by  returnetl  cripples 
from  the  front ;  poor  feUows,  they  look  thin  iind  old,  but  are 
cheerful  and  courteous  and  do  not  invite  pity.  In  fact,  noth- 
ing about  the  town  or  itn  inhnbitants  suggests  war  much  m<tre 
than  in  our  own  country.  We  were  awaiting  ordera  to  proceed 
to  our  hospital  an<l  active  duty,  but  in  the  meantime,  the  offi- 
cers and  Father  arranged  us  in  sight-seeing  groups. 


Finally  on  Soptoiuber  5  Base  Hospital  No.  102  reached  its 
destination,  Viceuza,  Italy,  in  thi*  pnjviiicc  of  Venitv,  about 
fifteen  miles  from  the  firing  line.  Italiuii  Sisters  turned  over 
to  the  American  unit  the  hospital  establi8hcd  in  the  Koaai  In- 
dustrial School.  Ah  th(»  work  increased,  a  second  hospital  in- 
tended exclusively  for  Italian  medical  easels  was  opened  in  an 
orphan  asylum,  the  "Misericordia,**  At  the  outbreak  of  the 
influenza  epidemic  six  American  nurses  from  this  unit  were 
furnished  to  a  P'rench  hospital  in  Vieenza.  Several  teams  con- 
sisting of  officers  and  enlisted  men,  but  no  nurses,  were  sent 
to  the  First  Aid  stations. 

Of  the  Rossi  Hospital,  Sara  M,  F.  Babb  wrote  Miss  Delano 
as  follows: 

The  ?th  of  September  we  were  ordered  to  the  war  zone 
and  the  week  following  an  Italian  hospital  was  turned  over 
to  us.  At  present  we  have  several  hundreil  patients,  Italians, 
Americans  and  a  few  British.  We  have  also  had  the  privilege 
of  caring  for  three  British  Ked  Cross  nurses,  who  were  doing 
work  in  our  little  city,  in  the  civilian  department  of  the 
British  Red  Cross.  We  have  a  great  many  medical  cases, 
influenza,  pneumonia  and  gassed  cases;  since  the  offensive 
started,  our  surgical  wards  are  filled  and  the  operating  rooms 
are  busy.  The  French  hospital  here  asked  for  help  until 
their  nurses,  for  whom  they  h^d  wired,  could  reach   them. 
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Six  of  our  iiursee  were  lent.  In  the  immediate  future,  two 
other  hospitals  will  be  Uken  over.  It  is  evirient  we  are  going 
to  have  till  the  work  we  cau  do  and  our  t-apacity  will  be 
taxed  to  the  utmost. 


But  I  think  you  are  meet  interested  in  our  living  condi- 
tions. We  are  quartered  in  an  old  house  in  which  Sir  Walter 
Scott  would  have  loved  to  put  his  heroines.  The  entrance  is 
severe  and  forbidding,  great  heavy  oaken  doors,  with  iron 
gratings  in  front  of  which  is  stationed  the  patrol.  The  court- 
yard is  paved  with  cobble  stones  and  a  beautiful  rose  bush 
and  a  wisteria  vine  have  dimbed  to  the  top  of  the  high  gray 
walls.  Under  broad  overhanging  eaves,  hundreds  of  doves 
make  their  home.  In  the  tower  there  is  a  winding  marble 
stairway  and  rooms  into  which  the  sunlight  never  falls.  To 
reach  niy  room  I  have  to  go  up  four  stories,  through  a  nar- 
row ball,  up  another  flight  of  steps  into  another  hall,  out  on 
a  small  stone  terrace,  dawn  another  flight  of  steps  and  then 
into  my  room,  which  I  have  dubbed  the  ''Crow's  Nest"  be- 
C9use  it  hangs  out  on  the  side  of  the  house  and  is  such  a 
fiplendid  post  for  observation.  I  have  one  tiny  casement 
window  into  which  the  Great  Bear  peers  at  night,  with  the 
smile  of  a  familiar  friend.  Aeroplanes  fly  low  over  the 
"Crowds  Nest"  and  from  the  stone  terrace  I  look  across  to 
snow-covered  mountains,  over  which  the  smoke  of  battle 
hangs  like  a  cloud.  The  roar  of  big  guns  is  like  thunder  in 
a  far-<»fT  storm. 

Although  we  are  the  nearest  nurses  to  the  Italian  Front, 
we  have  many  of  the  comforts  of  moderns.  The  tomb  of 
Romeo  and  Juliet  is  almost  near  enough  for  us  to  make  pious 
pilgrimages,  for  the  sake  of  all  the  old  loves  we  have  left 
behind.  We  have  moonlight  nights  such  as  Shakespeare 
conceived  and  Browning  loved  to  describe.  We  have  also  elec- 
tric lights,  three  bath  tubs  and  a  shower  and  an  abundance  of 
cold  running  water.  The  American  Red  Cross  in  Home  sent 
us  a  generous  shipment  of  silver,  china,  glassware,  table  linen, 
trays,  chairs  and  many  other  accustomed  home  appointmeotfl 
for  our  dining-room,  which  we  also  use  as  a  recreation  room. 
This  room  is  our  special  pride,  a  great  balJ-room  splendidly 
lightrd,  with  high  Venetian  windows  that  open  out  upon 
charming  balconies.  The  floor  is  inlaid  in  beautiful  doaign 
with  bits  of  marble  from  the  Mosque  of  Santa  Sofia  in 
Constantinople. 

We  have  no  lack  of  recreation,  our  Dibert  Club  has  put  on 
two  shows;  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  gives  ua  moving  pictures  and  the 
band  of  a  famous  British  regiment,  stationed  near  us,  comes 


THE  EUROPEAN  WAR 


673 


over  to  play  for  iis.  Wc  have  also  been  inrited  to  the  British 
camp  for  four  o'clock  tea.  The  wife  of  the  American  consul 
in  Palermo  ou  her  return  from  the  trenches,  where  she  had 
gone  to  Hing  to  tlie  soldiers,  cunie  by  to  sing  for  us.  We  have 
had  a  great  cartoonii-t,  a  minstrel  show  by  the  enlisted  men 
and  an  inspiring  lecture  by  Professor  Clark  of  Chicago  Uni- 
versity who  gave  us  "The  Latest  News  From  Home/'  For 
thrills  we  have  had  a  few  air  raids.  It  is  very  unpleasant  to  be 
wakened  in  the  middle  of  the  night  and  made  to  run  for  your 
life  down  winding  stairs  in  the  dark.  On  the  way  I  wonder 
which  is  worse,  to  be  blown  up  or  to  die  of  a  broken  neck. 

On  October  24  the  Allied  ofTensive,  composed  of  fifty-one 
Italian,  tliree  British,  four  French  and  one  Czecho-Slovak 
division  and  one  American  n^giment,  was  hurled  against  the 
Austrian  Armies.     Viceuza  felt  the  answer  of  Austria's  shells. 

Sara  Babb  wrote  ^liss  Daspit,  Director  of  Nursing  of  the 
Gulf  Division,  as  follows: 

I  shall  never  forget  the  opening  of  the  great  Italian  Drive. 
At  midnight  we  hcMrd  the  most  terrifit;  explosion,  our  old 
stone  hou.se  that  has  st/iod  for  several  centuries  was  shaken 
to  the  foundation  and  the  guard  on  duty  at  our  door  was 
thrown  to  his  knees.  We  thought  we  were  in  another  air  raid 
and  the  nurses  began  to  run  dowu  stairs  for  the  refugie, 
sure  that  the  first  bomb  had  struck  us.  The  cannonading  was 
like  thunder  in  one  of  our  terrific  storms.  Next  day  the 
wounded  began  to  come  in,  bringing  news  of  the  battle. 
When  the  victory  was  won  the  (>eople  were  wild  with  joy, 
held  great  demonstrations  and  the  children  wont  through 
the  streets  singing,  '*Viva  la  Pace!'*  Several  of  our  doctors 
have  gone  to  the  dressing  stations  at  the  fro!»t.  None  of  tlie 
nurses  have  been  allowed,  ua  yet,  to  go  in  spite  of  their 
pleading. 

The  victtiry  bus  brought  to  us  a  fpcling  of  security.  We 
are  gradually  emptying  our  air  raid  bags.  1  laughed  at 
breakfast  this  morning  when  one  of  the  nurses  began  to 
count  over  all  the  contt^nts  of  her  air  raid  bag;  face  ])owder, 
perfume,  double  curling  tongs,  money  belt,  a  package  of  love 
letters  and  some  warm  clothing.  Isn  t  that  the  psychology  of 
women  for  you?  Nulhiug  .so  strong  as  our  vanity, — neither 
fear  or  piety  I  Everybody,  though,  beliaved  beautifully  in  the 
air  raids.  There  was  nn  panic,  only  a  little  grnmliling  for 
being  awakened  in  the  middle  of  the  night  and  made  to  get 
up  out  of  a  warm  bed  and  run  for  life  down  a  dark,  winding 
stairway. 
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A  nurse's  diary  reads  as  follows: 


October  l^0.  Many  more  thousand  prisoners  taken.  Ar- 
tillery fighting  heard.  An  eighteen-year-old  Ardite  stopped 
at  our  hospital  this  evening,  said  he  was  on  his  way  to  the 
front.  His  regiment  and  four  thousand  Americans  were 
going  over  the  top.  The  regiment  ia  made  up  of  eighteen- 
year-old  boys  who  are  known  as  **Litlle  Devils."  They  carry 
a  bomb  under  each  arm,  a  knife  in  the  mouth  and  a  gun  at 
their  tside.  The  lad  seemed  to  be  nervous,^said  he  did  not 
feel  well,  complained  of  a  sore  throat  and  cold,  but  said  that 
it  was  a  fimall  matter — when  he  got  to  running  that  would 
disappear. 

November  3.  At  11  P.M.  a  crowd  of  Italians  was  heard 
below  our  windows  shouting  and  cheering  the  Americans. 
The  official  bulletin  which  announced  that  all  firing  on  land, 
Bea  and  air  was  to  cease  at  3  P.M.  tomorrow,  was  read  to  the 
patients.  The  poor  Italians  were  beside  themselves  with  joy. 
One  little  Ardite  hopped  out  of  bed  to  the  middle  of  the 
floor.  The  nurse  led  him  back  to  his  bed  and  told  him  to  stay 
there,  A  few  minutes  later  he  was  in  the  farthest  corner  of 
the  ro<»m  on  a  high  bench  waving  the  American  flag  and 
shouting  *'Viva  rAmerical"  Another  lad  with  a  drainage 
tube  in  a  badly  inff.*cted  arm^  pulled  out  the  tube  and  getting 
out  of  bed,  danced  around.  Only  these  poor  Italians  them- 
selves know  what  they  have  gone  through  within  the  last 
three  years. 

November  18.  This  evening  at  6  o'clock,  fourteen  Aus- 
trian Red  Cross  nurses  were  brought  to  our  hospital  by  the 
United  States  Ambulance  Corps.  They  were  prisoners;  they 
asked  for  something  to  eat  and  a  night's  loilging.  They  were 
given  their  supper,  but  permission  to  keep  them  over  night 
wa*;  refused  our  eonimaudiug  officer.  Orders  were  given  to 
watch  them  very  closely.  They  were  taken  to  the  Italian 
Sisters*  hospital,  about  ten  minutes'  ride  from  here,  two 
Italian  orticers  guarding  them.  They  were  not  allowed  to 
©pen  their  bags  for  anything. 

December  17.  We  are  the  nearest  field  hospital  to  the 
Front  and  the  only  one  that  has  trained  nurses.  Now  that 
the  war  is  over.  1  may  give  you  military  news.  Our  American 
Ambulance  Corps  (Ohio  boys)  brought  us  the  patients  from 
tlie  first  dressing  station.  After  the  drive  our  officers  took 
turns  of  three  or  four  in  going  to  the  relief  of  the  First  Aid 
station.  They  say  it  was  a  terrible  sight. — dead  men.  horses 
and  wounded  everywhere,  mostly  Austrians.  Among  the 
prisoners  was  an  Austrian  Red  Cross  nurse  and  we  had  her 
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here  four  dayB  a?  a  guest.  She  told  us  she  had  heen  an 
Italian  prisoner  <if  war,  but  m'bs  treated  as  a  visitor.  Slie 
has  volunteered  to  remain  with  four  Austrian  soldiers  who 
were  dying  when  the  Austriaus  retreated. 

Of  the' Italian  people,  Miss  Babb  wrote  Miss  Delano; 

The  spirit  of  the  people  of  Italy  is  inspiring.  In  the  faces 
of  the  old  men,  the  M'omen  and  the  little  children  who  kneel 
with  great  devotion  in  the  ohunhes,  there  is  the  Iwik  of  the 
early  Christian  martyrs, — patient,  uneomplaining  ret-igua- 
tion.  Italy,  today,  is  worthy  of  her  glorious  past.  Since 
coming  here,  I  understand  why  great  souls  of  other  coun- 
tries have  loved  her  and  lived  and  died  for  her, — not  only 
because  of  her  h(^auty  and  her  old-world  charm,  hut  because 
of  her  heroic  soul  and  I  read  in  these  lines  of  Browning  a 
deeper  meaning: 

Open  my  heart  and  you  will  see 

Graved  inside  of  it,  "Italy." 
Such  luvt;rs  old  are  I  and  she : 

Hert:,  as  everywhere,  the  hardest  task  of  the  Hed  Cross  will 
come  with  peace.  The  need  for  work  aloug  \ni\iVn:  healtli  lines 
is  appalling. 


During  the  summer  of  1918,  the  Allies  landed  military  forws 
in  North  Russia  to  operate  against  the  Bolshevik  armies  which 
were  then  felt  to  be  strongly  pro-German.  The  situation  has 
been  described: 

The  reports  concerning  the  activities  of  the  Czecho-Slovak 

troops  and  the  AlHed  forces,  which  were  landed  at  Murmansk, 
Archangel  and  Vladivostok,  were  very  meager  and  conflict- 
ing throughout  the  war.  Reports  given  out  by  the  Soviet 
goverriment  of  Russia  and  the  various  governments  of  Siberia 
differed  widely  from  and  often  contradicted  those  given  out 
by  Allied  governments.  Therefore  the  material  contained  in 
this  section  cannot  be  strictly  vouched  for.  The  method  of 
obtaining  it  was  to  gather,  as  far  as  possible,  material  fruin 
Kuropcan  and  American  sources  and  then  to  compare  it  and 
keep  that  matter  wliich  seemed  to  be  founded  on  fact.  .  .  . 

After  the  Bolsheviki  had  made  peace  with  the  Central 
Powers,  their  attempts  to  pacify  that  part  of  Russia  which 
remained   in  their  hands  were  rather  unsuccessful.     A  i-on- 
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fiiderable  army  of  Czecho-Slovaks  were  roaming^  arouD<l  the 
central  part  of  Russia,  attempting  to  reach  Vladivostok  and 
I  and  rejoin  the  Allies  in  order  to  down  their  hereditary'  ene- 
mies, the  Germans  and  Austrians.  These  men  hud  deserted 
from  the  forces  of  the  Central  Powers  and  had  fought  with 
the  RuRsianH  againRt  their  enemies.  When  the  Treaty  of 
Brest-Litovsk  was  signed  am]  Ruspia  retired  from  the  war, 
they  received  permiBsion  from  the  Bolsheviki  to  cross*  Siberia 
and  rejoin  tlu*  Allies.  For  8ome  time,  their  relations  with  the 
new  rulers  of  Russia  were  very  friendly.  Then,  presumably 
at  the  request  of  fiermany.  the  Rolsheviki  ordered  them  to 
be  disarmed,  but  the  Czecho-Slovaks  resisted  and  conflicts 
occurred  between  them  and  the  Soviet  forces.  The  first  bat- 
tles began  in  the  latter  part  of  May  and  continued  through- 
out  1918  and   liUi*.  .  .  .•** 


The  reasons  for  the  assignment  of  Allied  forcea  to  North 
Russia  and  their  subsequent  activitiea  there  have  been  de- 
scribed: 

When  it  became  known  that  the  treaties  of  peace  between 
Germany  on   the  one  hand  and   Finland,  Russia.  Roumania 

'  and  the  Ukraine  on  the  other  were  to  be  used  by  Germany  as 
a  means  of  making  these  countries  subservient  to  Germany, 
the  AUie.-^  4letermined  upon  a  certain  amount  of  military  in- 
tervention in  order  to  try  to  save  something  from  the  chaos 
that  existed  in  Russia.  Tlie  Allies  first  seized  the  region 
around  the  Murman  coast,  with  U»e  cities  of  Murmansk,  Kola 
and  Kem  (July,  lOlS).  The  purpose  of  this  was  to  prevent 
Germany  from  obtaining  (submarine  bases  on  the  Arctic 
On'an  and  from  seizing  <outroI  of  the  Murman  railroad 
which  might  have  resulteil  in  the  cutting  otT  of  Pctrograd 
from  the  rest  of  Russia.  There  were  also  vast  quantities  of 
war  materials  there  which  had  iwcn  ordered  by  the  old  Rus- 
sian Government  and  which  had  never  been  paid  for.  From 
April  to  July.  1918,  the  Germans  and  their  Finnish  allies 
were  planning  nn  attack  on  the  railroad  and  even  went  so 
far  as  to  build  a  railroad  acrops  Russia  from  Finland  to  the 
neighborhood  of   Kcn».     Consequently  in  July,  l!n8,  Alliwl 

'  forces,  including  Americans,  were  Iande«l  at   Murmansk  and 

•  were  wcbiimed  by  the  anti-Hoish^'vik  itdialHlantf.  who  almost 

immediati'ly  :4eceded  from  Rusb^ia  and  established  an  inde- 
pendent government.    The  Allies  advanceil  at  oni*e  along  the 

'  railroad  and  seized  Kem. 

'    ••'•A  Rofen-n.^*  History  of  the  War,"  I.  8.  Onernaey,  p.  141,  Dodd,  Mead 

and  Cuiii|>finy,  tl)20. 
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On  August  4,  1918,  it  was  announced  that  the  Allied 
troops  had  takt'ii  potwephion  <»f  Anlmngtd.  aftor  iDt'lTet'tual 
resi&Unce  by  the  Bolnheviki.  The  Allie«  (Lntludiug  Ameri- 
canfl)  now  controlled  the  entire  coast  from  Archangel  to 
Murmansk."* 


Following  the  assignincut  of  American  troops  to  North  Russia 
in  July,  1J)1S,  the  Aiiu'rioan  1^'d  C'roas  organized  a  commission 
to  take  a  shipload  of  foodstutfs  and  other  articles  to  Russia  on 
a  boat  which  would  be  under  the  protection  and  control  of  the 
United  States  Goveniraent.  The  personnel  of  this  commis- 
sion included  a  ct>mnii8aioner,  a  doctor,  a  sanitarian,  twn 
nurses  and  two  executives  with  knowledge  of  storage  and  dis- 
tribution of  supplies. 

Alma  E.  Foerster  and  Beatrice  M,  Gosling  were  chosen  as 
the  two  nurses  of  the  American  Red  Cross  Cnmmission  for 
North  Russia.  Miss  Foerster  was  the  daughter  of  a  Chicago 
clergyman.  Following  her  gradiiatiun  from  the  Presbyterian 
Hospital,  Chicago,  she  did  public  health  nursing  with  the 
Infant  Welfare  and  Jewish  Aid  Societies  tlierr.  She  whs  later  in 
charge  of  the  Out-Patient  Obstetrical  DcpnrlnK'nt  of  Riisli 
Medical  College.  She  was  enrolled  in  the  American  Red  Cross 
Nursing  Service  in  November,  1911.  Two  years  later,  she  did 
disaster  relief  work  in  the  Ohio  flood.  She  sailed  upon  the 
Mercy  Ship  in  1914  and  saw  3er\nce  in  Kief,  Russia,  and  later 
in  1917  and  1!U8,  with  the  Red  Cross  Commission  in  Roumania. 
Of  that  sturdy  temperament  which  regarded  hardships  and 
emergencies  only  as  a  challenge  to  greater  resourcefulness  and 
more  persistent  got>d  humor,  Miss  Foerster  proved  herself  an 
indefatigable  worker  and  au  able  executive.  Her  heroic  work 
at  Archangel  rounded  out  Red  Cross  service  which  covered  four 
years  and  which  brought  her  in  IDltl  the  Florence  Ni^tingalc 
Medal  of  the  International  Rod  Cross. 

Beatrice  M.  Goslinc",  of  Alilbum,  New  Jersey,  w'as  graduated 
from  the  Prospect  Heights  Training  School,  BrookKii,  New 
York.  She  did  public  health  nursing  at  Henry  Street  Settle- 
ment, New  York  City,  and  was  for  some  years  engaged  in  social 
service  work  with  the  New  York  Association  for  Improving  the 
Condition  of  the  Poor.  Her  first  Red  Cross  service  was  with 
the  Commission  for  Roumania  in  1!)17. 

Major  Clmrles  T.  Williams,  of  Baltimore,  Maryland,  form- 

"  "A  Reference  Hislory  of  the  War,"  pp.  142-143. 
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orly  in  1917  American  Red  Cross  Coramissitincr  for  Ronnmnia, 
was  appointed  Commissioner  for  Rnssia.  Major  William  1). 
Kirkpatrick,  Medical  Corps,  C  S.  A.»  of  Bellingham,  Washing- 
ton, was  his  deputy;  Major  Kirkpatriek  had  served  at  Dr. 
Ryan's  hospital  in  Belgrade  in  1014,  and  later  with  the  Ameri- 
can R<»d  ( Voss  Commission  for  Roumania.  Kight  other  men, 
including  a  motion  picture  camera  man,  LienTenunt  Harold  M. 
Wyckoff,  formed  ifajor  Williams'  staff.  Mrs.  Aurora  N.  Mer- 
riman,  of  Miinioapolis,  Minnesota,  secretary  to  tlie  Coramia- 
eioncr,  was  the  only  other  woman  besides  ^!is3  Foerster  and 
Miss  Gosling  to  accompany  the  party  of  eleven. 

The  unit  mohilized  during  the  last  week  of  August,  IHI-S, 
in  New  York  City»  Transportation  for  the  personnel  and  for 
their  four  thousand  and  two  hundred  tons  of  food  and  medicine, 
valued  al  one  million  and  a  half  dollars,  was  secured  on  a  mer- 
chant steamer,  the  Asciiiney, 

Miss  Foerster  described   the  spirit   in  which   the  unit   em- 
barked, August  30,  1918,  and  their  subsequent  reversal  of  feel-'j 
ing  upon  arrival  a  month  later  at  Archangel: 

YotJ  remember  on  what  an  indefinite  mission  we  started, 
how  useless  it  seemed  to  send  two  nurses  when  there  would  b« 
no  nursing  for  them  ?  What  we  found  was  more  work  than* 
we  couM  possibly  handle. 

Our  ship,  only  a  five  thousand  ton  vessel,  was  a  very  smooth' 
sailer.    They  turned  the  wheel  house  into  two  eiihins  for  U4 
women.     The  crew  and  the  gun-crew  seemed  to  appreciate 
having  us  on  board.    After  five  weeks  on  the  Aftnitney,  whose  ] 
engines  were  constantly  giving  us  much  difficulty  and  worry, 
we  finally  reached  Archangel.  September  29.     Here  on  the*j 
quay   we   were   astonished   to  see   Ameriean   soldiers.     With  I 
tears  in  their  eyes,  those  lonesome,  homesick  boys  breathlewlyM 
told  ufi  how  glad  they  were  to  see  and  talk  with  .\meHe«n'j 
women,  how  they  had  been  there  only  a  month  but  it  seemed 
a  year  to  them,  how  disappointed  they  were  to  have  l»een  sent 
there  rnther  than  to  Kranec,  how  already  sixty-eight  of  their- 
number  had  died  of  influenza. 

Major  Williaztifl  summarized  the  military  situation  in  North 
RuBsia : 

The  whole  Archangel  district  is  more  or  less  under  mili- 
tary eunlrol.  Tlirrr  are  npproxinialrly  twelve  thousand 
A1!ie«1  troops  (five  thousand  Amerieans),  in  this  part  of  the 
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country.  They  were  landed  here  early  in  September  but  not 
until  the  Bnlsheviki  had  been  nble  to  remove  Bouthwnrd  or 
else  destroy  most  of  the  vast  quantity  of  ammunition  and 
stores,  which  were  here  last  year.  1  have  within  an  hour  re- 
turned from  Bakaritza,  which  twelve  months  ago  was  the 
great  Russian  military  depot.  Today  it  looks  like  another 
place.  In  lieu  of  airplanes,  ^ins»  steel  rails  and  limitlesa 
piles  of  ammunition  and  euppliep  either  for  the  Kussian 
Army  or  Roumania,  there  are  now  only  those  of  the  British 
and  American  Armies.  .  .  . 

The  Bolshevik  forces  in  which  German  elements  are  found 
from  time  to  time,  are  facing  the  Allies,  Americans,  Kngliwh 
and  French,  on  a  battle  front  approximately  one  hundred  ti\u\ 
twenty-five  miles  south  of  Archangel.  Along  this  line,  there 
is  almost  continual  fighting  and  practically  every  day 
wounded  Americans  and  others  arrive  in  Archangel.  Up  to 
two  weeks  ago,  Oeneral  Foole,  of  the  British  Army,  was  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  the  Allied  Forces.  He  has  since  gone  to 
London  and  there  are  intimations  that  General  Ironsides  will 
succeed  him. 

In  regard  to  the  civil  situation,  there  is  bound  to  be  suffer- 
ing in  the  remote  districts  as  soon  as  the  ice  closes  in.  We 
are  arranging  for  sled  service  and  e.xpect  to  be  able  to  do 
what  we  can  for  emergencies.  While  we  are  now  able  to  get 
only  about  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  miles  to  the  south, 
there  is  a  vast  region  east  and  west,  oc<'upied  by  people  whose 
needs,  according  to  reports,  must  be  great.  Since  our  arrival 
in  Archangel,  we  have  been  deluged  by  requests  for 
afiflistance.** 


Miss  Foerster  wrote  of  their  first  days  in  the  bleak  northern 
port;  "It  was  very  muddy  indeed  and  it  rained  contiuuully. 
There  were  no  hotel  Hcoommodatioiia  so  we  remained  on  ship- 
board. In  October,  however,  it  began  to  snow  and  the  uglincds 
of  the  little  town  was  blanketed  in  white." 
H        Major  Williams  wrote: 


Archangel  is  just  about  as  crowded  this  year  as  last.  Brit- 
ish and  American  soldiers  are  everywhere.  Our  doughboyi 
patrol  the  streets.  .  .  . 

The  Troitsky  Prospect  on  which  the  American  Red  Cross 
headquarters  is  located  is  Archangers  Great  White  Way, 
except  that  Broadway  has  no  cobblestones,  less  mud  and  slusli 


Report  written  Oct.  15,  1918,  hy  Major  VVillUmw  to  George  B.  Cam, 
Wbt  Oimia],  National  TTf>adquarlor<i,  Wfl<ihin^iin,  T).  (*. 
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and  no  drainage  system  which  inrlines  from  the  sidewalk  to  a 
trough  of  mud  in  the  miildle  of  tho  street.  Here  and  there 
the  houses  have  been  torn  by  Ikilshevik  bombe.  Dame  Rumor 
is  not  helpful:  "Wait  till  we  arc  frozen  in  and  the  Bolsheviki 
are  coming  through  from  the  south  on  Uie  ice  and  drive  us 
into  the  White  Sea!" 


Thoro  wpfp  only  nine  American  women  in  Archangel. 
Foerster  enumerated  them: 


Miss 


There  were  five  Y.  W.  C  A.  girls  who  had  been  working 
along  the  Volga  River  with  the  Russian  girls  but  left  Petro- 
grad  wlien  the  diplomats  did.  They  canie  back  from  Stock- 
holm to  Arcluiugel  with  additional  Y.  M.  C.  A.  men  and 
established  a  hostess  house,  visited  American  boys  in  the 
British  hospitals  and  worked  in  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  canteens. 
Then  there  was  Mrs.  Davis,  the  wife  of  a  consul,  and  also  a 
young  woman  employed  in  the  Embassy.  Mrs.  Merriman 
left  us  in  December,  so  we  nurses  make  up  the  nine. 

Of  the  first  work  of  the  comiuiBsIon,  Misa  Foerster  wrote 
Miss  Delano,  Oetober  5 : 


We  immediately  eaw  that  our  social  service  work  was  out 
of  the  question.  This  proved  a  greater  disappointment  to 
Miss  (tosling  than  to  me  because  I  donH  mind  hospital  work 
especially  when  we  can  care  for  our  own  boys.  They  do  need 
us.  We  are  less  than  a  drop  in  the  bucket.  They  still  come 
to  us  in  relays  to  tell  ua  with  tears  in  their  eyes  how  glad  they 
are  to  see  us.  .  .  . 

We  two  are  the  only  trained  nurses  in  all  Northern  Russia 
now  occupied  by  the  Allies.  There  is  an  English  girl  who 
visits  the  soldiers  but  no  British  nurses.  There  are  three 
hospitals,  one  of  them  a  small  Russian  hosjiital  which  we  have 
not  yet  Ihtu  al>le  to  locate,  the  Interallied  Ba^e  Hospital  of 
thn»e  hundred  beds;  and  a  little  American  Red  Cross  hospi- 
tal of  tiiirty  beds.  The  British  doctor  in  charge  of  the  Inter- 
allied Base  was  in  command  of  one  of  the  hospitals  in  Rou- 
mania  before  the  Red  Cross  took  it  over,  so  we  have  met  an 
old  friend.  There  are  ab*.)ut  fifteen  Russian  Sisters  of 
Charity  in  his  institution;  almost  starving,  they  asked  Uia 
authorities  to  feetl  them  in  return  for  their  care  of  the  troops. 
In  the  wards  American.  British  and  French  orderlies  teeut 
several  American  Army  doctors. 

I  wish  you  could  see  the  little  American  Red  Croes  hofipitalf 
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It  is  located  in  a  small  Russian  chapel  and  has  twenty  beds 
in  the  church  proper,  two  beds  at  the  altar  rail,  aud  eight 
along  the  two  sides.  A  long  table  down  the  center  serves 
for  reading  and  dinner  table.  There  are  two  fimall  rooms  on 
one  side  with  about  six  patients  in  them  and  another  cubby 
hole  in  the  front  with  three  officers  in  it.  A  little  reception 
room  on  the  other  Hide  serves  as  an  operating  and  dressing 
room.  It  is  really  only  a  pmall  convalescent  home,  but  my! 
how  our  boys  do  love  this  little  place!  Soldiers  off  duty  come 
here  and  you  should  hear  them  brag  about  this  tiny  spot  of 
theU.  S.  A.! 

This  hospital  later  became  the  "Annex." 

The  first  work  of  the  Anipricau  Red  Cmss  Commission  for 
North  Russia  was  the  establishment  of  a  hospital  for  American 
sick  and  wounded  soldiers.  These  easea  hud  previously  been 
cared  for  at  the  Interallied  Base,  which  was  maintained  largely 
by  the  British.  Miss  Foerater  wrote  of  ^lisa  Gosling^s  and  her 
work  during  the  interval  while  Major  Williams  endeavored  to 
secure  a  suitable  building  for  the  future  Red  Cross  Military 
Hospital : 

Our  entire  plans  had  to  be  t-hangetl  immediately  to 
"Americans  first."  Miss  Gosling  did  such  civilian  relief 
vork  as  was  absolutely  neccHKary.  With  ('aptain  |  Daninl 
O'Connel)  Lively,  she  visited  the  scIiooIk  and  taoplit  how 
cocoa  should  be  prepared.  From  our  supplies  they  furnished 
cocoa,  sugar,  coudenned  milk  uiitl  h  little  hard-tack  biscuit, 
for  the  emaciated  children.  By  April  1.  one  hundred  and 
seventy-eight  schools  had  been  visited  and  thirteen  thousand 
youngsters  supplied  with  eight  hundred  thousand  hot  school 
lunches. 

In  the  meantime,  1  helped  in  the  small  operating  room  in 
the  "Annex."  ,  .  .  Some  hours  each  day  1  spent  at  the  con- 
valescent depot,  accommodating  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
light  cases.  The  Red  Cross  also  supplied  this  place  with  extra 
food.  We  had  British  rations,  and  our  own  supplies,  so  we 
were  not  starving  as  in  Houmania.  How  good  our  white 
bread  and  beef  and  bacon  tasted ! 

Through  the  cooperation  of  Ambassador  Francis  and  of  Presi- 
dent Tehaykovsky,  Major  Williams  secured,  Octolx^r  15,  for 
hospital  purposes,  a  building  previously  used  as  a  school  by  the 
local  meteorological  department  Major  William  H.  Honrv, 
of  the  Medical  Corps,  was  assigned  by  the  Chief  Surgeon  of 
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the  American  Expeditionary  Forces  to  duty  as  commanding 
officer  of  tho  Ariiericjui  Rod  Cross  hospital  established  in  this 
school,  ^lajor  Williams  cabled  for  ten  nurses  to  staff  the 
hospital  but  the  British  Government  would  not  permit  National 
Headciuarters  to  send  them.  Miss  Foerater's  report  contained 
the  following  comment : 

The  reason  we  had  no  relief  nnrt^es  sent  us  is  very  plain 
now,  but  it  did  seem  cruel  then  when  we  needed  them  so 
badly.  The  British^  in  charge  of  the  situation  up  there,  would 
not  vis6  any  passports  for  women  to  Archangel.  It  was  true 
that  the  ships  from  England  to  Murmansk  were  very  bad 
hut  we  nurses  durinjj  this  war  have  put  up  witJi  many  incon- 
veniences and  I  know  any  nursie  would  have  felt  doubly  repaid 
wheri  she  found  out  how  much  she  was  needed. 

Our  American  Ked  Crotis  Hospital  was  located  in  an  old 
but  fairly  clean,  white  building  on  the  quay  street,  overlook- 
ing the  Dvina  River.  With  my  little  Russian  vocabulary,  I 
was  able  to  direct  the  maids  in  cleaning.  We  also  had  four 
washerwomen.  We  almost  despaired  of  ever  getting  linen  dry 
before  it  froze. 

It  was  hard  work  for  me  at  first  alone.  MisH  Gosling  was 
naturally  more  interested  in  the  public  health  work  which 
she  had  come  over  to  do.  .  .  .  l^ter.  however,  she  supervised 
the  work  of  the  Army  onlcrlies.  Her  mechanical  turn  of 
mind  expressed  itself  cleverly  in  little  imyirovements.  such 
as  wootlen  trays  for  the  bed  patients,  wood  boxes  in  the  halls, 
im[)rovised  closets,  extra  tables  and  chairs. 

Major  Williams  placed  me  in  charge  of  the  operating  room 
as  well  as  of  the  hospital.  As  in  the  Annex  1  did  any  steril- 
izing in  the  basement  on  the  kitchen  stove  until  Major  Kirk- 
patrick  conceived  the  happy  idea  of  building  a  brick  stove 
under  our  big  linen  sterilizer. 

In  addition  to  their  own  stores,  tho  American  Red  Cross 
Commission  for  North  Russia  nveived  generous  hospital  sup-     i 
plies  from  the  Rod  Cross  Commission  for  Great  Britain.     Miss    J 
Foerster  described  some  of  these  articles: 


We  had  nice  iron  cots,  good  mattresses,  plenty  of  linen, 
pajamas,  socks  and  towels.  Fortunately  we  had  brought  from 
New  Yijrk  a  numl»er  of  eJctra  things  which  we  feared  might 
l>e  hard  to  secure  in  R\issia.  Among  these  wss  a  sewing  ma- 
chine. I  seeiired  a  clever  Russian  wouian  and  showiNl  her 
how  to  make  ofierating  gowns,  caps  and  masks. 


m 


Looking  across  the  froson  Dvina  River  to  the  American  Red  Cross  Hospital 
(left)   at  Archangel,  Russia. 


Two  types  of  ambulance  ubpiI  liy  thf  American  Expeditionary  Forces 
in  North  Ruflsis. 
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We  never  had  io  look  about  for  help ;  the  Russians  were 
only  too  eager  to  work  for  us  in  return  for  the  good  food  we 
gave  them.  Fortunately,  too,  for  us  was  the  assijrnnient  to 
our  hospital  of  Ainerican  Army  cooks.  I  made  the  e^j(no;;s 
and  did  the  necessary  invalid  oookinp  myself.  Kg^ps  were  one 
dollar  each,  but  for  one  egg  we  traded  a  pound  of  Had  Cross 
riee,  costing  us  about  sis  cents.  .  .  . 

MisB  Foerstcr  wrote  of  their  living  conditions; 

Oar  hoBpital  aoeommodated  seventy  patients,  but  about 
twenty  of  the  personnel  also  slept  tliere.  Our  wards  were 
very  light  and  had  an  nveruge  of  ten  beds.  Major  llonry,  in 
charge  of  the  hospital,  had  a  room  upstairs,  as  also  did  Miss 
Gosling  and  1.  We  covered  what  had  formerly  been  the  coat 
rack  wilii  blankets  and  hung  our  cluthct?  on  it.  This  impro- 
vised closet  really  separated  our  room  into  two  parts  and  gave 
us  considerable  privacy.     Our  meals  were  served  here. 

Our  coldest  weather  was  thirty-seven  degrees  below.  We 
managed  nieely  to  keep  warm  with  our  twenty-two  stoves. 
Major  Williams  bought  us  black  coats  lined  with  bheep  skin, 
and  we  wore  brassards  oti  the  sleeve.  Knitted  caps  protected 
our  ears.  We  got  out  into  the  fresh  air  almost  every  day. 
Miss  Gosling  enjoyed  particularly  the  skating.  Our  engi- 
neers had  also  built  a  toboggan  slide  and  there  were  reindeer 
eled  rides,  and  we  took  a  trip  to  Murmansk  by  dog  train. 

The  patients  at  the  Americ^m  Red  Cross  Military  Hospital 
at  Archangel  wen»  medical  and  liglitly  wounded  siirgienl  cases 
from  among  the  soldiers  of  the  American  North  Russian  Flxpe- 
dilionary  Force.  Allied  fighting  had  increased  in  the  Archangel 
district  in  the  full  of  11)18.  The  military  aituutiuu  at  that 
time  has  been  summarized  as  follows : 

Many  towns  along  the  Dvina  River  were  occupied  by  the 
Allied  and  American  troops.  Kadish.  in  the  ])rovince  of 
Archangel,  was  occupiinl  on  October  !H,  IIJIS.  Uuring  the 
latter  half  of  Oitober  aiul  in  early  November,  the  fighting 
seemed  to  favor  the  Knlslievik  fan-Q^.  The  Czechs  were  driven 
from  Samara  and  reported  that  without  immediate  assist- 
ance they  would  not  be  able  to  hold  out  much  longer.  The 
Allies  were  forced  to  abnrnlon  some  of  their  newly  won  ground 
along  the  Dvina  (Kadish)  but  succeeded  in  driving  the  Bol- 
sheviki  across  the  FinnUh  border  from  Karelia. 

The  signing  of  the  Armistice  with  Germany,  contrary  to 
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the  expertations  of  many  people,  did  not  bring  to  a  close  the^ 
hoBtilities  in  Russia.    No  otHcial  declaration  of  war  had  eve|fl 


legal 


been  made  against  the  Bolskeviki  and  consequently  a 
state  of  war  did  not  exist,  although  fighting  continued 
The  Allies  advanced  up  the  Onega  River  in  the  Archangel 
district,  for  a  distance  of  fifteen  miles  on  December  30  an 
recaptured  Kadish  and  made  their  rather  precarious  positio; 
more  secure. 

During  1918  and  1919  the  whole  situation  iu  Russia  and 
Siberia  was  still  unsettled.  Arguments  were  rife  in  Allied 
countries  as  to  what  should  be  done.  Some  contended  that  a 
large  force  should  he  sent  into  Russia  and  Bolshevism 
crushed,  while  others  maintained  that  the  armies  should  lie 
withdrawn  and  Russia  perniitte<l  to  work  out  her  own  salva- 
tion.   The  question  was  for  the  Peace  Conference  to  decide."' 


I 


The  American  North  Russian  Expeditionary  Force  was  re-^ 
called  in  the  spring  of  1919.  Tho  American  Red  Cross  Hofr 
pital  was  closed  in  April  and  Miss  Foerster  and  iliss  Gosling 
retnnu'd  to  thf'  United  States  as  soon  as  the  iee  broke  and  the 
Arctic  Ocean  was  open  again  to  navigation.  Moreover,  eighteeitH 
British  nurses  had  arrived  for  dutj  at  the  TnteralHed  Base  and 
the  sick  and  wounded  among  the  American  troops  were  sent 
there  until  the  Ameriejin  Force  was  withdrawn. 

The  Arat!rieun  Had  Cross  Hospital  at  Archangel  had  a  recordj 
of  six  hundrt^l  and  twenty-two  patients.     Four  hundred  am 
thirty-eight  of  these  were  medical  and  one  hundred  and  eighty 
four  were  surgical  cases.      8eventy-two  operations  were  per*" 
fonned.     Only  three  American  soldiers  died  at  this  hospital 
just  below  the  Arctic  Circle. 

■•  "A  Refrrence  History  of  the  Ww."  p.  143. 
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Organization  of  Units — Uniforms  and  Insignia — Navy  Nurs- 
ing Service  in  the  Untied  Slates — Navy  Nursing  Service  in 
Foreign  Stations^- Detached  Service  of  Navy  Nurses 
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FOUR  outstanding  accomplishments  of  the  American 
Navj'  during  the  participation  of  the  United  States  in 
the  European  War  were  the  successful  escort  duty 
furnished  to  American  troops  and  supply  ships  in  home  and 
foreign  waters;  American  mine  and  patrol  activities  in  the 
North  Sea ;  the  re-fitting  for  transport  duty  of  the  interned 
German  liners;  and  the  accomplishments  of  the  Marine  Corps 
in  France.  For  the  combatant  Navy,  the  most  fonnidable 
dangers  were  German  submarines  and  mines;  in  addition  there 
were  the  risks  of  collision  and  the  natural  perils  of  winds  and 
sea.  As  for  the  Marine  Corps,  it  faced  and  eherked  the  ad- 
vancing enemy  divisions  in  tlie  Bois  de  Belleau  during  the  third 
German  offensive  of  May  30,  1918,  on  Paris;  its  accomplisL- 
ment  on  that  occasion  and  in  the  aubst^queut  Inter-Allicd  tiffen- 
sive  of  July  18  to  November  11  needs  no  further  comment 
here. 

The  accident  and  casualty  list  of  the  American  Navy  during 
the  period  beginning  April  6,  1017,  and  ending  November  15, 
15)18,  numbered  117  officers  and  893  enlisted  men;  that  of  the 
Marine  Corps  totalled  201  officers  and  5084  enlisted  men.* 
Reaptjnsibility  for  the  sick  and  wounded  of  the  Marine  Corps 
and  the  combatant  Navy  in  home  and  foreign  waters,  and  for 
medical  and  accident  cases  of  the  Navy  personnel  in  training 
in  the  United  States  was  vested  in  the  Bureau  of  Medicine  and 
Surgery,  Navy  Department. 


,» Report  of  the  Socrctary  of  the  Navy,  1918,  pp.  212-266: 
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By  Act  of  Congross,^  during  the  year  1908,  the  Navy  Nurse 
Corps  came  iuto  being  as  part  of  the  Bureau  of  Medicine  and 
Surgery,  of  which  Rear  Admiral  William  C,  Braisted  was  then 
Surgeon  General.  Esther  Voorlicfs  Hik^san  was  its  tirst  super- 
intendent. Thotigh  of  New  England  an<>estry,  Miss  Hassan 
was  Ixjru  in  Maryland.  Following  lier  graduation  from  the 
New  Haven  Training  Schcx)!  for  Nurses,  she  served  Iwth  as 
staff  and  chief  nurse  in  the  Isthmian  C'anal  Service,  Array 
Nurse  Corps.  Her  name  has  appearrd  previously  in  this  his-  j 
tory  in  connection  with  the  Spanish-American  War.  Katrina  ■ 
Hertzer,  who  represented  the  Navy  Nurse  Corps  at  National  i 
Red  Cross  Headquarters  during  the  European  War,  wrote  of 
Miss  Hasson: 

When  the  Navy  Nurse  Corps  was  estahlished,  Miss  Hasson 
was  given  the  appointment  as  Superintendent^  August  18, 
1908,  on  account  of  the  Bplendid  service  she  rendered  under 
the  Army  during  the  Spanish-American  War  on  the  United 
States  S!  S.  Relief, 

When  the  Corps  was  first  estahlished  no  public  quarters  for 
nurses  nor  an  appropriation  to  finance  them  were  available. 
The  nurses  were  allowed  commutation  for  quarters  and  sub- 
sistence. Miss  Has-Hon  lensed,  furnished  and  financed  quar- 
ters at  541  Twent>'-first  Street,  N.  W.,  Washington,  D.  C. 
These  were  the  only  quarters  available  in  Washington  until 
the  present  quarters  on  the  Naval  Medical  School  Reservation 
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*601.  Establishment  of  the  Kursc  Corps.  (Act  of  May  13,  1006). 
"Die  Nurse  Corps  (frnialc)  of  the  I'nit^Kl  States  Navy  is  hereby  established 
and  sliall  eunsisl  of  one  HUperintemltrnt,  to  1>e  appointed  by  the  SM*retary 
of  the  Navy,  who  shaU  be  a  graduate  of  a  hospitat  training  school  having 
ft  course  of  Instruction  of  not  \vAd  than  two  years,  whose  term  of  office 
may  be  terminated  at  his  discretion  and  of  an  many  ehief  nurnes.  nurses, 
and  reserve  nurses,  as  may  t>e  needled:  /*rorirfrrf.  That  all  nurses  in  th« 
Nurse  Corps  shall  he  appointed  or  removed  by  tlie  Surgeon  (General  with  ^ 
the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  that  tliey  shall  be  prad*  ■ 
uates  of  hospital  training  schools  having  a  course  of  instnietton  of  not  f 
less  than  two  years.  The  appointment  of  superintendent,  chief  nurses. 
nurB4?«,  and  reserve  nurses  shall  1»i<  subject  to  an  examination  as  to  their 
professional,  moral,  mental  and  physirnl  fitness,  and  they  shall  be  eligible 
for  duty  nt  nnval  htispitnls  and  on  board  of  hnspital  and  ambulance 
ships  and  for  such  special  duty  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  by  the  Surgeon 
General  of  the  Navy.  Reserve  nurses  mav  be  aosigned  to  active  duty  when 
the  necehsities  of  the  s<»rvice  demand  nn<f  when  on  such  duty  shall  receive 
lh«  pay  and  allowanres  of  nurses:  Provicled.  lliat  they  shall  receive  no 
compensation  except  when  on  active  duty.  The  superintendent,  chief  nurars, 
and  nurses  shall,  respectively,  receive  the  same  pay.  allowancra,  emolo- 
ments  and  privileges  as  are  now  or  may  hereafter  1*  pritvid^-d  by  or  in 
pursuance  of  Uw  for  the  Nurae  Corps    (female)    of  the  Army." 
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were  completed  in  11)10.  She  managed  the  quarters  so  well 
that  when  thej*  were  tliaposed  of  after  the  completion  of  gov- 
ernment quarters,  the  nurses  realized  from  them  not  only  all 
they  had  put  in  but  a  considerable  bonus. 

Miss  Hhsmod  designed  the  indoor  uniform  and  the  insignia 
of  the  Navy  Nurse  Corps.  During  her  incumbency  as  super- 
intendent nurses  were  assigned  to  the  Naval  Hospitals  in 
Washington,  New  York,  Norfolk,  Aiuiapolis  uud  Mare  [slaud, 
California. 

She  resigned  from  the  Navy  Nurse  Corps  in  January,  1911. 

Lenah  SutcliflFe  Higbeo  was  the  socond  superintondeiU  of  tiio 
avy  Nurse  Corps.  She  was  born  in  Clintham,  England,  but 
received  her  training  at  the  New  York  Post  Graduate  Ilospital, 
New  Y'ork  City.  Later,  she  became  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States.  Before  joining  the  Na^'A'  Nurse  Corps,  she  was  en- 
gaged in  institutional  nursing  in  Bellevue  and  Allied  Hospitals 
(Fordhani).  Uer  eurollment  m  the  American  Red  Cross  Nurs- 
ing Service  dated  from  May,  1[>12.  She  was  a  woman  of 
strong^  quiet  personality  aud  hor  native  English  reserve  was 
impregiintcd  with  a  keen  sense  of  justice  and  of  proportion 
which  greatly  endeared  her  to  the  members  of  her  Corps. 

Requirements  for  eurollment  in  the  Nav^'  Nurse  Corps  were 
set  forth  in  the  Circular  of  Information  for  Persons  Desiring 
to  Enroll  in  the  United  States  Naval  Reserve  Forces  as  Nurses  t 

A  candidate  for  enrollmeut  as  nurse  is  first  examined  for 
enrollment  in  the  provisional  grade  of  nurse,  Ukited  States 
Reserve  Force.  After  her  enrollment  is  accomplished,  should 
she  so  desire,  she  nmy  make  request  for  active  duty  for  con- 
firmation in  grade  and  after  the  completion  of  a  mijiimuni 
period  of  three  months,  active  service,  t^he  is  again  examined 
and  if  found  qualified  is  confirmed  in  grade. 

A  member  must  be  a  citizen  of  the  United  States. 

A  member  enrolls  or  re-enroUs  for  a  term  of  four  years. 

The  minimum  active  service  required  for  maintaining  the 
efficiency  of  a  member  (Naval  Coast  Defense  Reserve),  is 
three  months  during  each  term  of  enrollment.  This  active 
service  may  be  in  one  period  or  in  periods  of  not  less  than 
three  weeks  each  year. 

A  memlier  receive.?  retainer  pay  of  $12  per  annum  while 
enrolled  in  her  provisional  grade,  provided  she  makes  such 
reports  concerning  her  movements  and  occupation  as  may  be 
required  by  the  Secretary'  of  the  Navj'.  After  confirmation 
in  grade,  her  annual  retained  pay  is  two  months'  baae  pay 
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of  uurse  in  the  Navy.  Retained  pay  is  in  addition  to  any 
pay  to  which  a  member  may  be  entitle<I  by  reason  of  active 
service.  As  noted  below,  numbers  of  the  Volunteer  Naval 
Reserve  do  not  receive  any  retained  fee. 

Enrollment  of  persons  shall  \te  made  in  the  Naval  Coast 
Defense  lieserve.  Class  4,  or  Volunteer  Naval  Reserve  for 
duty  in  the  Naval  Const  Defense  Kefiorve.  Class  4,  U.  S.  Naval 
Reserve  Force.  (Members  of  Volunteer  Naval  Reserve  re- 
ceive no  retainer  fees  or  uniform  gratuity  in  time  of  peace, 
but  when  on  active  duty  receive  the  service  pay  of  their  grade 
and  service.) 

A  candidate  for  enrollment  as  above*  must  be  between  22 
and  44  years  of  age,  and  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and 
unmarried.  She  must  be  a  graduate  of  a  reputable  training 
school  connected  with  a  recognized  general  hospital  giving 
not  less  than  two  years  continuous  training.  Candidates  for 
enrollment  from  states  where  State  Board  laws  are  operative, 
are  required  to  be  registered. 

A  certificate  of  enrollment  in  the  American  Red  Cross  will 
be  accepted  in  lieu  of  the  above  (professional)  certificates.' 

In  three  respects  the  Navy  Nurse  Corps  set  up  requirements 
of  no  little  embarrassment  to  its  reserve,  the  American  Red 
Cross  Nursing  Service. 

First,  it  was  re(iuin*d  tliat  a  cjindidate  for  the  naval  services 
be  a  woman  of  the  highest  professional  training  and  of  mature 
judgment,  liecttuse  she  was  expected  to  hnve  entire  eiiarge  of 
the  ntirsing  education  of  the  hospital  appreuticea  of  tlie  Navy. 
When  in  the  exigency  of  war  the  Uevl  Cross  Niirsing  Service 
let  down  its  cnrollmont  burs  to  admit  young  graduates  of 
smaller  institutions,  the  Navy  Nurse  Corps  refused  to  accept 
thes*'  nurses,  on  the  {!;i'«^iiiifi  that  they  lacked  the  experience  and 
the  years  wl»ich  njake  for  proficient  instructors. 

The  8<.*«.find  point  covered  physical  c«»ndition  and  was  de- 
scribed in  a  circular  letter  sent  in  Juno,  1017,  by  Miss  Noyes  to 
all  Committees  on  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service: 

Terfect  physical  condition  is  essential.  Overweight  or  im- 
perfect eyesight,  unless  ef»rrected  by  glasses,  will  debar  a 
nurse  from  enrollment.  A  chest  expansion  of  not  less  than 
two  inches  and  frectlom  from  organic  diseases  of  any  kind  is 
impt^ative. 

•Nav.  376,  March  81,  1017,  Oovcmranit  Printing  Office,  WMWngUm^O.CX 
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The  requirement  covering  eyesight  proved  particularly  trouble- 
some. Miss  Noyes  once  remarked  to  Mra,  Higlx^e:  "Does  the 
jS&vy  couteinplate  making  sharp-fihooters  out  of  yovir  nurses?" 
But  the  most  formidable  requirenient  of  the  Corps  was  that 
its  members  be  of  American  citizenship.  However,  when  the 
pending  shortage  of  nurses  was  forew^en  in  1U17,  the  Navy 
lowered  this  requirement.  A  statement  covering  this  change 
was  given  in  a  postscript  written  by  Miss  Delano  and  atta^'hed 
to  a  letter  written  by  Miss  Noyes  in  June,  1917,  to  chairmen 
of  State  and  Local  Committees  on  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service: 

Since  writing  the  enclosed  letter  we  have  been  advised  that 
a  law  has  recently  been  passed  making  it  possible  to  enroll 
nurses  M'ho  have  taken  out  their  Declaration  of  Intention, 
providing  they  were  honi  in  the  countries  of  the  Allies.  This 
holds  good  only  for  nurses  who  are  expecting  to  sign  the  cer- 
tilicate  of  enrollment  for  the  Voluntary  Naval  Reserve,  but 
does  not  apply  to  those  nurses  who  would  wish  to  come  into 
the  Reserve. 

Nurses  are  requested  to  submit  to  this  office  an  affidavit  to 
the  effect  that  they  have  taken  out  their  Declaration  of  In- 
tention in  orrler  that  we  may  fons'ard  it  to  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment for  their  files. 

The  Superintendent  of  the  Na\y  Nurse  Corps  has  also 
advised  us  that  nurses  will  he  given  the  privilege  of  enrolling 
in  the  \nval  Reserve  Forte  or  they  may  come  into  the  Navy 
through  the  Volunteer  Reserve.  This  latter  enrollment  floes 
not  carry  with  it,  however,  the  definite  advantages  to  the 
nurses  as  does  enrollment  in  the  Naval  Reserve  Force. 
Nurses  are  expected  to  serve  as  long  as  the  emergency  exists. 


Afl  was  tJie  case  with  the  Army,  the  relations  of  the  Red  Cross 
Nursing  Service  and  the  Navy  Nurse  Corps  during  the  war 
were  at  all  times  intimate  and  cordial.  In  September,  11)16, 
General  Braisted  assigned  Katrina  Hertzer,  a  chief  nurse  of 
the  Navy  Nurse  Corps  and  one  of  the  members  of  the  Mercy 
Ship  Expedition  of  1914,  to  represiMit  the  Navy  Nurse  Corps 
at  National  Headquarters.  Uihs  Kertzer  was  attached  to  Miss 
Delano's  staff;  she  aided  in  the  enrollment  of  nurses  and  was 
liaison  officer  between  the  Nursing  Service  and  the  Navy  Nurse 
Corps. 

Some  months  before  Miss  Hertzer's  assignment  to  National 
Headquarters,   Admiral   Braisted  had  detailed   Dr.   Theodore 


690    HISTORY  OF  AMERICAN  RED  CROSS  NITISING 

RichardB,  Medical  Director,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  act  in  a  similar 
capacity  between  the  Bureau  of  Medicine  and  Surgery  and  the 
Department  of  Military  Relief,  Xational  Headquarters.  Dr, 
Riehardu  also  sensed  as  assistant  Director  Gei»eral  of  the 
Department  of  Military  Relief,  of  which  Colonel  Ke^n  was 
Director  General.  On  August  30,  1917,  the  War  Council  cre- 
ated a  Bureau  of  Naval  Affairs  within  the  Department  of 
^I  i  1  i ta r V  Rel  ief  and  Lieutenant  Commander  Richards  was 
appointed  as  director. 

As  international  events  during  the  year  1016  pointed  more 
and  more  to  participation  by  the  United  States  in  the  European 
War,  tlie  Red  Cross  was  autliorized  to  undertake  the  organiza- 
tion of  sanitary  units  for  the  Navy  as  well  as  for  tlie  Army, 
Dr.  Rieliards  sunnnarized  the  need  of  orguni/ing  and  equip- 
ping Navy  base  hospitals  in  time  of  peace  for  si:rvioe  in  war: 

Although  navies  in  general,  our  own  included,  are  com- 
monly Raid  to  \x'  alwaya  on  a  *'war  footing,'*  the  stalemeut 
obviously  omits  from  consideration  the  well-known  fa»-t  that 
enormous  expansion  of  the  personnel  will  occur  eoincident 
with  or  immtHliately  subsequent  to  the  outbreak  of  hoHtilitieB. 
It  is  furthermore  apparent  that  such  expansion  must  take 
place  with  great  rapidity,  since  active  naval  operations,  so  far 
as  eonterne  the  United  States,  might  he  appreciably  deferre*! 
pending  the  transportation  of  large  bodies  of  men  overseas. 
Step  by  step  with  enlistments  in  the  navnl  service  come  de- 
mands for  hospital  futilities  and  unless  these  have  been  pre- 
pared in  excess  l)efnre  the  outbreak  of  war,  great  dirtienUy  will 
be  encouutered  in  keeping  pace  with  the  growing  demands. 

Under  peace  conditions,  our  naval  hospital  facilities  have 
been  nefessarily  limited  to  currt-nt  needs.  Public  opinion  in 
this  (X)untry,  as  reflected  in  Congress,  has  never  countenanced 
the  expenditures  whirh  would  be  involved  by  hospital  con- 
struction and  equipment  in  excess  of  such  requirement-s.  It 
was  foreseen,  of  course,  that  at  any  time  upon  the  outbreak 
of  war  (fovernment  funds  would  he  svailnble  in  ample  amount 
and  that  the  problem  which  would  then  confront  the  Medical 
Department  of  the  Army  and  Navy  would  l>c,  not  the  lack  of 
money,  but  inability  to  expand  it  rapidly.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  exactly  this  condition  prevailed  last  spring  and  summer 
(1917)  when  it  wHs  found  that  the  available  markets  of  the 
world  would  not  immediatt-ly  siifTi<*e  to  procure  in  sufficient 
Amount  medical  and  surgical  equipments  which  might  have 
been  urgently  needed.     Fortunstely,  the  intt^rnational  situa* 
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tion  was  such  that  opportunity  was  afforded  to  meet  the  more 
pressing  demands  as  they  arose.* 

Of  the  initial  call  which  the  !Navy  Department  made  npon 
the  American  Eed  Cross,  Dr.  Richards  wrote; 

Under  the  nomination  of  the  Surgeon  (iencral  of  the  Navy, 
I  was  assigned  to  duty  in  charge  of  the  Bureau  of  Naval 
Affairs,  American  Red  Cross,  for  the  Bpecial  purpose  of  or- 
ganizing five  Navy  hase  hospitals  whicdi  the  Surgeon  (Jeneral 
considered  desiral)le.  AEy  oonnertion,  therefore,  with  this 
undertaking  dates  back  to  July,  lOlfJ^  at  which  time  no  equip- 
ment for  any  of  the  base  hospiliiU  had  been  procured.  Aa 
there  was  then  a  serious  shortage  of  personnel  at  Red  Cross 
Headquarters,  the  supervision  of  this  work  for  hoih  the  Army 
and  the  Navy  hospitals  was  temporarily  turned  over  to  me. 

Navy  base  hospitals  differed  from  those  of  the  Army  chiefly 
in  size.  Housing  at  a  naval  base  or  station  was  at  all  times  a 
serious  consideration.  In  view  of  this  problem,  hospitals  of 
250  bed  capacity  were  determined  upon.  Further,  it  was  be- 
lieved, in  consideration  of  the  snjnll  size  (.if  the  Navy  in  i-om- 
parisou  with  the  AntiVj  :^'>0  Ih'iI  honpitals  would  fully  meet 
the  needs  of  the  Naval  biisea;  certainly  they  enuld  be  more 
quickly  set  up  than  5(H>  bed  hospitals.  The  personnel  of  these 
first  Naval  base  hospitals  iueluded  ten  doctors  (later  raised  to 
twenty-eight),  forty  nurses  (later  raised  to  fifty)  ;  fourteen 
nurses'  aides  (later  raised  to  twenty-six)  ;  twenty  reserve  nurses 
(later  changed  to  fifteen  reserve  nurses  and  twenty-five  reserve 
nurses'  aides);  and  other  personnel,  approximately  ninety- 
eight,  necessary  to  care  for  a  two  hundred  and  fifty  bed  hos- 
pital (later  raised  to  five  hundred). 

As  a  guide  to  chief  nurses  in  si'leeting  a  staff,  iliss  Noyes 
sent  out  circulars  of  information  \vhich  defined  the  different 
divisions  of  executive  and  other  professional  details  of  the 
nursing  staflf  and  the  number  of  nurses  needed  for  each  division. 
She  recommended  that  at  least  three  of  the  forty  nurses  should 
have  had  practical  experience  in  the  care  of  contagious  diseases. 
Similar  outlines  relating  to  the  nurses'  aides  were  also  issued. 

Nurses  and  nurses'  aides  desiring  serviee  in  Xnvy  bnsr  hos- 
pital units  were  required  to  enroll  in  the  American  Rod  Ooss. 
Local  Chapters  undertook  the  raising  of  funds  by  means  of 
*r.  8.  Tiaval  Bulletin^  Apri],  lOlB,  p.  184. 
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which  equipmeui  for  Navy  base  hospitals  was  purchased  and 
stored. 

After  the  declaration  of  war  by  the  United  States,  the  Navy 
called  upon  the  Aniericau  Kcd  Cn>sa  to  organize  three  moro 
base  hospitals  in  addition  to  the  five  original  ones  organized 
in  1016. 

Between  April  4,  1017,  and  November  11,  1918,  the  Ameri- 
can Red  Cross  Nursing  Service  assigned  339  nurses  to  the 
eight  Navy  base  hospitals  organized  by  the  Red  Cross,  A  list 
of  these  columns  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix. 

Up  and  down  the  long  coast  line  of  the  Atlantic  seaboard 
were  located  numerous  Naval  statious.  Upon  the  declaration 
of  war,  these  were  in  need  of  Naval  hospitals.  Admiral  Braisted 
iu  June,  1017,  authorized  the  organization  of  ten  naval  station 
hospital  units.  A  circular  letter  issued  at  that  time  by  Dr. 
Richards  gave  more  complete  information : 

At  the  request  of  the  Surgeon  General  of  the  Navy,  the 
Bureau  of  Naval  Affairs,  American  Ked  Cross,  has  under- 
taken  to  organize  a  new  group  of  unit**  to  be  known  as  "Navy 
station  hospital."  These  units  are  for  the  purpose  of  sup- 
plying in  part  the  personnel  for  a  number  of  new  hot^pitals 
now  being  erected  at  varioua  naval  fitatinns  along  the  At- 
lantic Coattt  and  at  one  or  two  points  elsewhere  within  the 
United  States,  for  care  of  the  rapidly  eJCpanding  naval  per- 
sonnel. 

With  a  view  to  drawing  as  lightly  as  possible  upon  the 
civilian  profession,  only  five  medical  ortirers  will  be  required 
for  each  unit.  Additional  member?  to  fill  the  complement 
will  be  furnished  by  the  .Surgeon  General  from  yuung  officers 
already  enrolled  in  the  Naval  Ueaerve  Force.  No  equipment 
will  be  required,  but  if  fund?  are  available  for  the  purchase  of 
X-ray  or  dental  outfits,  ambulances,  etc.,  such  donations  will 
be  gladly  aa^epted. 

Naval  station  units  called  for  an  initial  staff  of  from  ten  to 
twenty  nursra,  one  of  whom  whs  authoriz<Hl  to  act  as  head  nurse 
until  the  unit  was  called  into  service.  The  san»e  requirements 
of  ennillnient,  physical  examination  and  inmiunization  existed 
for  this  service  ns  for  other  niilitury  units. 

In  size  and  purpos<\  Naval  station  units  corr^'sprmded  in 
many*  respects  to  hospital  units  for  the  Army,  As  did  their 
sister  formations  in  the  Army,  these  units  of  organization 
proved  exceedingly  popular  with  smaller  instituttona,  the  staffs 
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of  which  could  not  provide  the  specialization  or  stand  the  drain 
of  personnel  necessary  for  such  elaborate  organizations  as  base 
hospitals. 

There  was  swift  expansion  of  the  Navy  immediately  after 
April  C,  1917,  and  the  Bureau  of  Medicine  and  Surgery  found 
it  expedient  to  authorize  the  organization  by  the  Red  Cross  of 
ten  additional  Naval  station  hospital  units.  Twenty-one  units 
in  all  were  thus  organized  by  National  Headquarters  and  180 
Red  Cross  nurses  were  assigned  to  active  service  in  the  Navy 
Nurse  Corps  through  these  units.  A  list  of  them  appears  in 
the  Appendix. 

The  smallest  and  most  numerous  of  the  three  types  of  nurs- 
ing units  which  were  orgiiniztMl  by  the  American  Red  (^'ross 
for  tlie  Navy  was  the  Navy  detachment.  As  early  as  Oc.tol)er  6, 
19 IH,  AHhs  Delano  wrote  to  all  superintendents  of  schools  of 
nursing  in  the  United  States: 

...  It  is  now  our  intention  to  develop  Ka\7  units  from 
among  the  graduates  of  various  schools  which  have  not  al- 
ready been  called  upon  to  orgauizp  bnsc  hospital  units,  and 
have  selected  your  school  as  otto  of  the  number  to  be  respon- 
sible for  maintaining  such  a  unit  for  service  with  the  NaNj 
in  the  event  of  war.  These  units  will  be  called  upon  only  in 
time  of  war  and  may  1  suggest  that  you  consult  with  your 
Board  of  Managers  and  secure  their  permission  to  maintain 
at  all  times  a  "Navy  detachment  of  nurses''  in  connection 
with  your  school. 

While  it  is  probable  that  Navy  detachments  will  be  as- 
signed to  duty  in  their  own  locality  in  hospitals  established 
by  the  Navy,  they  shouiiJ  be  willing  to  accept  service  else- 
where. Preference  should  be  given  to  nurses  under  forty 
years  of  age  and  to  citizens  of  the  United  States.  Whenever 
possible  these  units  should  consist  of  twenty  nurses  including 
the  head  nurse.  Thu  majority  of  the  nurses  should  be  ex- 
perienced surgical  nurses  with  one  or  two  anesthotiflts.  If 
absolutely  unable  tn  niaintaiit  a  unit  of  twenty  nurt^es  in  con- 
nection with  your  school,  arrangements  can  doubtless  be  made 
to  authorize  a  smaller  numlHT.  There  will  be  no  medical 
personnel  attached  to  these  units.  .  .  . 

Following  the  severance  of  diplomatic  relations  with  Ger 
many  on  February  3,  1917,  Miss  Noyes  wrote  to  the  superin- 
tendents of  fifty  training  schools  then  organizing  Navy  de- 
tachments : 
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Under  the  present  uncertain  conditJone,  we  believe  that  ve 
should  rush  the  completion  of  our  Navy  detachments  as  rap- 
idly as  possible.  Should  our  country  he  ko  unfortunate  as  to 
become  involved  in  war  the  Navy  would  probably  be  the  first 
engaged.  Under  such  circnnijatancps  large  numborn  of  re- 
serve nursert  would  l>e  remiired.  In  anticipation  of  these 
needs  you  were  asked  to  enroll  a  group  of  selected  nurses 
around  your  school. 

Will  you  kindly  notify  me  preferably  by  telegram  what 
progress  you  have  made,  the  number  of  nurses  enrolled  and 
their  names?  The  enrolled  lieil  Cross  nurye  has  always  an- 
swered the  call  for  service  willingly  and  promptly.  I-et  us  not 
be  found  unprepared  should  our  country  need  us  now ! 


Five  hiindrcd  and  forty  American  Rod  Cross  nurses  were 
assigned  to  active  duty  in  the  Navy  Nurse  Corps  as  members 
of  Navv  dotachmenta.  A  list  of  these  units  api>earfl  in  the 
Appendix. 

Of  the  1500  American  nurses  serving  in  the  Navy  Nurse 
Corps  at  the  time  of  the  signing  of  the  Armistice,  1058  of  them 
had  been  mobilized  through  tlie  American  Ked  Cross  Nursing 
Service.  This  number  was  sixty-six  per  cent  of  the  total 
strength  of  the  Navy  Nurse  Corps. 

Wlien  the  United  States  entered  the  European  War.  the 
Navy  Nurse  Corps,  like  that  of  the  Army,  hud  no  distinctive 
outdoor  uniform  for  its  nurses.  American  Red  Cross  nurs<*s 
assigned  to  the  Navy  Nurse  (\irps,  when  on  duty  in  the  wards 
of  Navy  hospitals,  wore  the  white  wash  uniform  of  tLeir  sebotd, 
with  the  Red  Cross  cap,  brassard  and  cape  When  otf  duty 
they  wort»  civilian  clothes. 

The  first  Navy  nnrses  to  serve  overseas  were  those  attached 
to  United  States  Navy  Rase  Hospital  No.  1.  This  fornuitiou 
had  been  organized  by  the  American  Ked  Cross.  Wlien  its 
nurses  arrived  in  New  York  early  in  SeptemlxT,  1017,  for 
embarkation  overseas,  tlu^y  were  fiirniahetl  with  the  blue  serge 
dress,  the  ulster,  the  velour  hat  and  other  articles  of  equipment 
which  the  American  Red  Cross  was  then  issuing  to  Army  bttse 
hospitals  assigned  to  foreign  service. 

The  following  instructions  were  issued  by  the  Surgeon  Gen- 
eral and  were  forwarded  November  10,  1917,  by  Mrs.  Iligbea 
to  Miss  Delano: 
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Outdoor  Uniform  for  Members  of  the  Navy  Nurse  Corps 
Skirl  and  coal  of  heavy  dark  blue  nerge.  .  .  , 
Wash    tvnish,  cotton  cheviot,  dark  blue  flannel,  dark  blue 

silk.  .  .  . 
Top  coat:  dark  blue  heavy  coating,  smooth  tinish,  similar  to 

Navy  **cap  cloth."  .  .  . 
Cape:^  heavy  lon^  cape  of  cap  doth.  .  .  .  Light  cape,  navy 

blue  serge  lined  with  flannel. 
Sweater   of  any  weight  dei^ired ;  color,  dark  or  navy  blue  or 

gray. 
Rain  coat:  Coat  of  tan  cravenette,  or  rubber,  and  rubber  hat. 
Hat:  Navy  blue  vclmir.  .  .  . 
Boots  or  shoes:  Black,  heels  not  higher  than  *'Cuban;*'  heavy 

soles;  under  certain  conditions  the  Surgeon  General  may 

authorize  tan  boots  for  heavy  walking. 
Hosiery:  black  with  black  boots  or  shoes;  tan  with  tan  boots 

or  shoes ;  white  with  white  boots  or  shoes. 
Rubber  overshoes. 
High  rubber  boots, 

i  Corps  Insignia:  to  be  worn  on  duty  always  with  wash  xmi- 
fomis  and  on  waisti*  <A  outdoor  uniform,  whf  a  t^uch  uni- 
form is  ordered.  Collar  device  for  outdoor  uniform: — 
The  letters  U.  S.  for  members  of  the  Ke^ilar  Nurse 
Corps,  and  U.  S.  R.  for  reserve  nurses  and  Nurses'  Re- 
serve Force;  to  be  worn  %  inch  from  collar  openings,  on 
collar  of  coat  or  suit,  top  coat  or  heavy  cape;  Corps  de- 
vice to  be  worn  **/i  inch  from  letters  I'  S.  or  U.  S.  R. ; 
collar  devices  shall  not  be  worn  except  when  in  full  out- 
door uniform  or  when  top  coat  and  heavy  cape  are  worn 
over  wash  uniform  in  hospital  reservation. 
Nurses  in  the  United  Stntes  are  not  obli^jed  to  obtain  the 
entire  outdoor  uniform  except  when  so  ordered  by  the  Sur- 
geon Gpneral.  No  part  of  tiiis  uniform  shall  he  worn  on  duty 
in  hospital  or  hospital  re^orvatJcm^  unless  so  ordered  by  the 
Surgeon  General,  except  that  the  top  coat,  heavy  cape  or  light 
cape  or  rain  coat  or  authorized  sweater,  shall  be  worn  over 
wash  uniform  for  protection  and  warmth;  and  no  other  gar- 
ment shall  be  worn  with  uniform. 

(Signed)     W.  C.  Braisted. 

The  collar  device  referred  to  above  consisted  of  a  gold 
acorn  on  a  gold  oak-leaf,  which  was  superimposed  upon  the 
characteristic  gold  anchor  of  the  Navy  Department,  The 
letters  iV.  N.  C\  in  gold  appear  upon  the  oak-leaf  and  aconu 
Reserve  uurst^s  who  had  entered  the  Navy  Nurse  Corps  through 

'Optional  for  duty  overseas. 
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the  American  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service  were  allowed  to  wear 
the  Red  Cross  cap  and  the  Red  Cross  cape  from  which  the 
emblem  of  the  society  had  been  removed. 

Speeiticatious  for  the  indoor  uniform  of  members  of  the 
Navy  Nurse  Corps  were  transmitted  by  Mrs.  Higbee  to  Mias 
Delano  on  November  21,  1917  : 

White  uniform :  for  members  of  the  Navy  Corps.  Navy  Re- 
serve Force  and  Heserve  Nurses,  IT.  S.  Navy,  who  are  not 
already  equipped  witli  iiiiiformH,  shall  roiiHist  of  a  one-piece 
dress,*'  as  illustrated,  with  attached  soft  collar  and  attached 
belt.  ... 

When  authorized  by  the  Surgeon  General,  the  wash  uni- 
form shall  consist  of  a  gray  charabray,  one-piece  Hress,  U 
illufltrated,  supplemented  with  white  collars  and  cuffs,  as 
illustrateil.  and  willi  an  apron  of  approved  style.  .  .  . 

While  the  Surgeons  General  of  the  Navy  and  the  Army  had 
been  working  out,  during  the  early  autumn  of  1917,  the  specifi- 
cations for  the  distinctive  outdoor  uniforms  for  their  respective 
Nurse  Corps,  the  American  Red  Cross  War  Council  had  had 
under  consideration  the  wjuipment  of  all  Red  Cross  personnel 
for  foreign  service.  As  has  already  l)een  stated  in  Cliapter  VI, 
National  Headquarters  felt  that  it  was  the  reapousibility  of 
the  Government  to  e<]uip  Red  Cross  nurses  assigned  to  Federal 
service  but  the  recommendation  to  this  effect  of  the  Surgeon  ^J 
General  of  the  Army  to  Secretary  Baker  "was  rct\imed  disap-^H 
proved,  with  the  remark  that  it  was  not  the  policy  of  the  War 
Department  to  make  clothing  allowances  during  the  war."  * 

Upon  the  reijuest  of  the  Surgeon  General  of  the  Army,  the 
Red  Cross  undertook  the  romplele  equipment  of  lK>th  regidar 
and  resen'c  inenilMTH  of  the  Anny  Nurs<?  Corps  at  an  individual 
cost  not  to  exceed  $200.(10  per  nurse.  This  ruling  was  extended 
to  embrace  all  membiTS  of  the  Navy  Nurse  Corps  who  were 
assigned  to  foreign  service.  Limited  articles  of  e<piipnient  also 
were  given  t/>  nurses  assigned  for  duty  on  hospital  ships. 

Karly  in  A\igust,  lOlS,  a  change  in  the  insignia  to  l)e  worn 
by  members  of  the  Navy  Nurse  Corps  was  made.  General 
Braisted  on  August  9,  lOlS,  sent  Miss  Delano  a  print  of  the 

**  The  gray  cbambray  uniform  must  be  included  in  equlpmrnt  for  duty 
ovfrBeiiR. 

*Sc«  letter  written  Sept  26.  1917,  by  the  Acting  Surgeon  QvnvraL 
U.  8.  A.,  to  Col.  Kean.  Chap.  VI. 
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new  design.  "The  device  is  supplied  in  pairs  and  is  to  bo  worn 
on  either  aide  of  the  collar  of  coat  or  suit,  top  coat  and  cape, 
the  anchor  to  be  horizontal  with  point  toward  and  one  inch 
from  opening  of  the  collar.  The  use  of  the  letters  'U.  S.'  and 
*U.  8.  R/  as  a  part  of  the  collar  device  of  the  Nurse  Corps  is 
herewith  countermanded."  In  a  letter  written  August  24, 
1918,  to  Miss  Delano,  General  Braisted  pointed  out  that  "the 
elimination  of  the  letters  *U.  S.'  and  'U.  S.  R.'  materially  re- 
duces the  amount  expended  on  the  Collar  Devices  of  the  Navy 
Nurse  Corps." 

In  August,  1018,  after  Congress  had  raised  the  pay  for 
members  of  the  Army  and  Navy  Niirsc  Chirps  from  $r>0  to  $00 
a  month  for  service  in  the  United  States,  and  from  $60  to  $70 
for  service  overseas,  the  Surgeon  General  of  the  Navy  author- 
ized all  members  of  the  Navy  Nurse  Corps  on  duty  in  Naval 
hospitals  in  the  United  States  to  wear  the  outdoor  uniform 
which  had  hitherto  been  worn  only  by  Navy  nurses  in  foreign 
service.  General  Braisted  on  August  30,  1918,  sent  a  copy 
of  this  ruling  to  Miss  Delano: 

1.  The  uniform  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for 
members  of  the  Navy  Nurse  Corps  will  be  worn  by  all  mem- 
bers of  the  Navy  Nurse  Coqjs  assigned  to  active  duty;  and 
instructions  have  been  sent  to  the  Commanding  Oflicera  of 
Nuvul  hospitals.  Naval  stations,  hospital  and  ambulance 
ships  and  Naval  tranjiports,  that  there  shall  be  no  dititiu- 
guiBliing  marks  in  Lhfj  uniforms  of  nurses  other  than  those 
which  denote  their  ulliciul  ntatuH. 

2.  It  is  appreciated  that  the  cape,  whicli  is  issued  by  the 
Equipment  Bureau  to  the  nurses  who  have  entered  the  Naval 
service  through  the  American  Red  Cross,  is  a  satisfactory 
and  desirable  parmeut  to  be  'worn  over  the  wash  nniformn.  In 
order  to  promote  contentment  and  elTiciency,  however,  it  is 
inadvisable  that  this  frarnient  should  be  issued  1o  some  nurses 
who  are  on  duty  and  not  to  others.  It  is  sugjrestetl,  there- 
fore. tJmt  tlie  American  Ked  Cross  (tfinsider  Ibe  advisability 
of  giving  this  garment  to  all  nurses  on  active  duty  who  sub- 
mit a  request  for  the  t^ape. 


This  ruling,  as  did  the  ruling  made  August  15,  1918,  by  the 
Surgeon  fieneral  of  the  Army,  removed  entirely  the  Red  Cross 
emblem  from  the  uniform  of  American  Ked  Cross  nurses  as- 
signed to  Naval  service. 
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Three  hundred  and  thirty-four  (334)  racmbcrs  of  the  Navy 
Nurse  Corps  were  furnished  full  equipment  for  foreign  service 
by  the  ^Vnierican  Rod  Cross  through  the  Euroau  of  Nurses* 
Equipment,  Atlantic  Division  lleudqiuirters.  Now  York  City, 
at  a  total  cost  of  $t>0, 120.00.  Nurse  members  of  Navy  base 
hospitals  which  had  been  assigned  to  foreign  service  before  the 
full  list  of  equipment  had  been  authorized  on  October  30,  1D17, 
by  the  War  Council,  were  furnished  the  supplementary  artieh**! 
due  them  under  this  later  ruling,  through  the  otKco  of  the  Chief 
Nurse,  American  Red  Cross  in  France.  Navy  nurses  in  for- 
eign service  were  allowed  to  replace  worn  out  articles  of  wear- 
ing apparel  by  purchases  made  at  cost  from  the  Nurses'  Equip- 
ment Shop,  which  was  maintained  at  Paris  by  the  Red  Cross. 

On  April  6,  11)17,  the  United  States  Navy  numberiHl  6:i,777 
enlisted  and  enrolled  personnel  and  had  a  complement  of  one 
hundred  and  ninety-seven  ships  in  commission.  Hospital  fa- 
cilities for  this  peace-time  Naval  force  had  l>een  provided  by 
the  erection  and  maintenance  of  permanent  base  hospitals  situ- 
ated at  the  principal  Naval  bases  along  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific 
8eal>oardB  and  in  insular  and  foreign  waters. 

After  the  United  States  dtrclared  war,  the  Navy  Department 
underwent  an  immediate  and  unparalleled  expansion  by  the 
utilizati(»n  of  perstmnel  of  the  Naval  Militia,  the  National 
Naval  Volunteers  and  the  United  States  Naval  Reserve,  and 
by  the  construction  of  new  ships  and  the  r/onversion  of  pleasure 
and  commercial  craft  to  war  uses.  On  November  11,  lyiti,  the 
Navy  Department  numbered  497,030  men  and  women,  with  a 
complement  of  2003  ships. 

The  training  of  this  enlarged  Navj'  took  place  in  camps  in 
the  various  Naval  districts  in  the  United  States  and  at  schools 
for  specialists.  The  Naval  Academy  at  Annapolis  was  en- 
larged; "officer  material  schools"  were  hastily  improvised. 
Such  a  school  for  officers  of  the  Pay  CVirps  was  e8lnblish«'<I  nt 
Princeton.  N.  J.  Deck  and  engineer  officers  f»»r  the  merchant 
type  ships  were  trained  at  a  special  school  whifh  was  located  at 
the  Naval  Training  Camp,  Pt'lham  Bay  Park,  New  York  City, 
and  at  branches  of  the  school  in  Chicago,  Cleveland  and  at 
Stevens  Institute,  H^dxiken,  New  Jersey,  Offi<»crs  for  the 
Flying  C^irpa  were  trained  at  the  Navy  (jn)uud  Schoils  at  the 
MassflchusiHta  Institule  of  Tcehnolng>',  the  Univcraity  of  Wash* 
ingtou,  Diuwoody  Industrial  Institute  at  Mirmeapolia  and  the 
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Naval  Training  Station,  Great  Lakes,  Illinois.  Flight  ofticors 
received  poat-grHduate  instruction  at  Naval  air  stations  at  homo 
and  ubrtmd ;  snhmarino  officers  at  the  Suhinariue  Base,  New 
Ix)ndon,  Counfrticul ;  torpedo  otficers  at  the  Naval  Torpedo 
Station,  Newport,  lihode  Island;  turbiiie-enpne  officers  at  the 
Naval  Turbine  Engineering  School,  Carnegie  Institute,  Pitts- 
burgh, Pa. 

Seamen,  firemen  and  certain  classes  of  petty  officers  and 
specialists  were  trained  at  the  fonr  Regular  Naval  training 
stations  which  had  existed  prior  to  the  war.  The  total  capacity 
of  these  stations  w'hich  had  originally  housed  six  thousand  re- 
cruits, was  increased  to  well  over  one  hundred  thousand.  To 
supplement  these  four  principal  stations,  a  new  training  camp 
was  established  in  each  Naval  district,  either  at  Naval  stations 
or  on  land  loaned  on  nominal  lease  to  the  Navy  Department 
Special  schools  for  trained  nicehanics,  artisans  and  cooks  were 
also  established.  Naval  trnining  units,  which  offered  collego 
students  *'opportunity  to  continue  their  education  along  the 
usual  channels,  at  the  same  time  electing  Naval  subjects  and 
receiving  military  drill  and  instruction,  were  established  in  over 
ninety  educational  institutions  of  collegiate  grade."  ^ 

To  care  for  the  sickness  which  inevitably  occurred  among 
these  large  groups  of  men  brought  together  under  new  and 
often  more  sti-ennous  habits  of  living  than  the  men  had  been 
used  to,  the  Bureau  of  lledietHe  and  Surgery  increased  the 
hospital  capacities  of  the  Navy  from  thret?  thousand  to  seven- 
teen thousand  beds  in  the  United  States  alone.  Of  the  fifteen 
hundred  members  of  the  Navy  Nurse  Corps  who  saw  active 
sen'ice  during  the  European  War,  approximately  eleven  hun- 
dred of  them  served  in  Navid  hospitals  in  the  United  States. 
Three  hundred  nurses,  the  nursing  staffs  of  the  first  live  base 
hospitals  organized  and  eijuipped  by  the  American  Red  Cross 
for  the  Navy  Department,  were  assigned  to  ser^'ice  in  foreign 
waters  and  a  brief  account  of  their  experiences  will  he  given 
in  a  subsequent  section, 

Previous  to  April,  1017.  the  Bureau  of  Medicine  and  Sur- 
gery, Navy  Department,  had  established  nnd  maintained  Naval 
ijoRpitnls  at  the  four  permanent  Naval  training  i-amps,  at  Naval 
bases  and  stations  sihuig  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  seaboards  and 
among  insular  and  foreign  possessions  of  the  United  States. 
Following  the  declaration  of  war,  the  Navy  Department  greatly 

»Annu»l  Report  of  the  SecreUry  of  tl»  Navy:  FiiBca)  Year,  1W8,  p-  80- 
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enlarged  the  capacity  of  these  pennanent  Na\'y  hospitals  and 
erected  additional  ones  in  the  various  newly  established  iNaval 
training  ramps  and  stations.  In  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  tlie  Navy,  for  the  fiacal  year,  1917-1918,  Jose- 
phus  Daniels  wrote: 

As  an  illustration  of  the  hospital  expansion  in  the  naval 
aervice  may  be  cited  the  rase  of  tho  Naval  HospitaU  Norfolk, 
Va.,  which  (luring  one  quarter  of  the  year  preceding  the  war. 
had  an  average  of  two  hundred  patieutit  and  during  the  laett 
quarter  of  1917  had  1,100  patients.  In  May.  1918.' this  hos- 
pital wa^  caring  for  thirteen  hundred  rases,  of  whom  five 
hundred  were  in  a  fully  equipped  camp  of  more  than  twenty 
buildings,  complete  in  all  matters  of  heating,  lightings  water 
supply  and  sewerage.* 

Elizabeth  H.  Dwycr  was  one  of  the  nurses  assigned  to  the 
]^orfolk  Navy  HospitaL     She  wrote: 

Norfolk  Naval  Hospital,  curiously  enough,  is  situated  in 
the  town  of  Portsmouth  on  the  Elizabeth  River,  which  sepa- 
rates the  two  cities  and  the  hospital  is  styled  Norfolk  in 
order  lo  save  i-onfu.'sing  it  with  the  Fortismouth,  N.  H.,  Naval 
HoHpital.  It  was  the  first  U.  S.  Naval  hospital  to  be  built 
and  it  was  completed  in  1828.  Previous  to  the  period  of  the 
European  War,  the  hospital  could  take  care  of  two  hundred 
patients  hut  during  that  time  it8  (Opacity  was  increased  to 
accommodate  approximately  three  thousand  patients. 

The  Naval  Hospital  was  bonntifully  situat<Ml  among  old 
trees.  In  the  rear  was  a  wide  court  and  on  either  side  of  it 
were  larg^^  shaping  ixirches.  A  circle  of  bungalows  stood  be- 
yond the  court  and  were  ust^l  as  convalescent  wards. 

The  pdpulatiiin  in  and  about  the  Norfolk  Naval  Base  in- 
creascfd  during  the  war  to  one  hundred  thousand  people.  Little 
building  was  done,  so  the  housing  problem  was  an  acute  one. 
The  Elks  Club  leased  their  clubhouse  to  the  Govemmeni  and 
tho  majority  of  tlie  nurses  were  quartenHi  there.  The  club 
was  located  at  a  twenty  minutes'  walk  from  the  Naval  Ui^iapitaL 

One  of  the  most  interesting  events  in  tlie  routine  of  a  Navy 
nursi?  at  Norfolk  was  thu  arrival  of  the  hospital  ahipa.  Miaa 
Dwyer  wrote: 

'  Annual  Report  of  tlie  Secretary  of  the  N11T7,  p.  87. 
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Often  before  we  had  been  notified  of  her  arrival,  we  would 
see  the  good  ship  Mercy  lying  in  the  harbor,  the  Red  Cross 
on  her  side  symbolic  of  her  mission.  The  Mercy  was  the 
faoHpital  ship  we  knew  best.  She  usually  brought  \i»  about 
seventy-five  oases  of  mumps,  the  disease  which  liad  perhaps 
always  the  largest  group  of  sufferers;  numerous  meiisles 
cases  and  smaller  groups  of  medical  and  surgical  patients. 

Whenever  the  Mercy  visited  our  shores,  some  few  nurses 
always  took  advantage  of  the  chance  to  visit  her  and  see  her 
in  operation. 

A  hospital  ship  is  truly  a  work  of  art.  Arrangement  Is 
made  for  good  care  and  every  possible  space  is  used  to  such 
good  advantage.  One  would  almost  think  they  were  in  a 
shore  hospital,  save  that  the  bods  are  in  the  style  of  berths 
rather  than  beds.  The  operating-room  could  not  be  better 
equipped  or  look  more  real  in  a  shore  hospital ;  there  is  plenty 
of  rtwni,  the  sterilizers  are  targe  and  everything  immacu- 
lately white.  Afternoon  tea  was  usually  served  during  our 
visit 

larly  in  May,  1917,  Dr.  Harriss  offered  the  Navy  the  use 
of  his  yacht  Surf,  It  was  accepted  by  the  Na^'y,  was  re- 
efjuipped  as  an  American  Red  Cross  ambulance  ship  and  was 
used  to  transfer  sick  sailors  from  battleships  in  Atlantic  waters 
to  Navy  hospitals.  Three  American  Red  Cross  nurses  were 
assigned  to  duty  on  the  i^urf  in  July,  IPlT;  others  were  sup- 
plied to  fill  vacancies  which  occurred  from  time  to  time.  Nurses 
remained  on  duty  on  the  ambulance  ship  until  the  use  of  the 
i:>urf  was  discontinued  late  in  1D17. 

Navy  nurses  were  assigned  late  in  1918  to  several  of  the 
large  truuaiHirts  to  assist  in  the  cure  of  sick  and  wounded 
iVmerican  soldiers  being  returned  to  this  country. 

Another  permanent  Naval  hospital  to  undergo  tremendous 
expansion  was  the  Naval  Station  Hospital  at  Gray's  Ferry 
Road,  Philadclpliia,  One  of  the  first  Red  Cross  units  to  be 
mobilized  into  active  sen'ice  was  the  Philadelphia  General  Unit 
and  the  nurses  were  assigned  to  the  Gray's  Ferry  Naval  Hos- 
pital.   Mary  C.  McNelis,  one  of  these  nurses,  wrote : 

Immediately  after  our  country  declared  war  we  were  sent 
to  the  Naval  Hospital,  Qray*s  Ferry  Road,  Philadelphia.  At 
this  hospital  we  had  trying  days  and  the  memory  of  them 
will  last  as  long  as  life.  The  work  in  itself  was  hard,  and 
the  difficulties  seemed  harder  because  the  work  was  so 
strange.  .  .  . 
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At  the  outbreak  of  the  war  this  hospital  waH  the  only  Naval 
base  in  Philadelphia  and  we  saw  this  ba«e  of  less  than  one 
hundred  patients  grow,  in  a  few  days,  to  one  with  more  tbau 
six  hundred  patients.  Many  of  these  men  were,  like  ourselves, 
new  in  the  service.  Add  to  this,  the  naval  discipline  which 
inpisted  upon  sick  call  at  9  A.^I.,  all  medications,  nourish- 
ments and  treatments  on  time  and  cverythinj^  in  readiness  for 
inspection  at  10  A.M.  This  was  usually  made  by  the  execu- 
tive olficer  accompanied  l)y  the  chief  nurse.  Captain's  in- 
spection with  all  its  details  oicurred  every  Saturday  morning. 

Miss  McNelis  wrote  of  the  instructive  phases  which  made 
nursing  service  in  the  American  Navy  different  from  Army  or 
civilian  nursing  service: 

We  were  employed  not  po  much  as  nurses  but  as  instruc- 
tors and  superviwjrs  of  the  hovspital  corpsmen.  These  men 
were  to  serve  aboard  ship.  They  were  to  be  the  nurses  in 
time  of  distress,  and  we  had  to  work  with  this  thought  always 
in  mind.  Often  when  haste  was  imperative  it  would  have 
expedited  matters  to  have  done  the  work  ourselves;  for  exam- 
ple, to  g'ive  a  hypodermic.  But  no,  we  had  to  supervise  the 
corpsman  while  he  pave  it;  otherwise  present  expediency,  wo 
knew,  might  interfere  with  a  terrible  future  continj^cucy. 
This  reminds  me  that  as  yet  no  pen  has  been  so  facile  as  to 
describe  in  true  worth  the  bospital  corpsnian. 

They  were  not  at  all  children  as  one  is  sometimes  led  to 
believe.  They  were  citizens,  young  men  who  immediately 
leaped  to  the  defense  of  country  and  to  them  the  Draft  was  all 
too  slow.  They  knew  no  fear.  The  sea,  perilous  by  nature 
and  made  more  perilous  by  the  machinations  of  man,  did  not 
trouble  them. 

They  came  from  every  walk  of  life.  At  one  time  I  had  two 
lawyers,  a  seminarian  and  a  rejfistcred  pharmacist  working 
with  me.  All  longed  to  be  off  to  war.  To  such  as  these 
had  to  explain  that  working  in  the  hospitals  *'at  home'' 
vit^il  participation  in  the  war.  To  their  credit,  be  it  said  th 
accepted  our  explanations  cheerfully,  worked  industriously 
but  longed  patiently  for  other  things. 

During;  the  summer  of  lOlT,  an  epidemic  of  contagious  diB- 
eases  broke  <tut  in  the  training  camps  and  stations  of  the  Navy. 
Misa  McNclis  wrote: 

In  the  summer  of  11)17,  we  had  epidemics  of  meningitis 
and  scarlet  fever  which  kept  us  very  busy.    The  scarlet  fever 
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caees  were  transferred  to  the  Muui<Mpal  Hospital  for  Con* 
tairious  Diseases  at  Philadelphia,  and  details  of  nurses  and 
eorpsinen  were  sent  to  take  rare  of  them.  Now.  if  you  wish 
my  idea  of  hard  work,  picture  a  nurse  surrounded  hy  men  in 
quarantine  for  about  six  wct^ks.  The  country  is  at  war,  t!ie 
patients  are  sailors,  eager  for  the  allurement  of  war.  It  was 
almost  more  than  she  could  do  to  maintain  military  disci- 
pline and  impress  upon  these  men  that  "They  also  serve  who 
only  stand  and  wait/* 

A  respite  from  many  cases  was  obtained  in  the  summer  of 
1917  by  the  establishment  of  naval  bases  on  the  reservation 
at  League  Island  and  at  the  Medico-Chirurgical  Hospital. 


An  early  opportunity  for  assistance  to  the  ^avy  presented 
itself  Ui  till?  AnKTicun  Ki'd  Cross  in  connection  with  the  hos- 
pital at  Philadclphiiu  The  Minutes  of  a  ^Meeting  of  the  War 
Council  held  on  July  24,  ISilT,  recorded  the  following  action: 

The  chairman  stated  that  in  Philadelpliia  the  Medico- 
Chirurgical  llcj!5pital  owncil  liy  the  city  lm<l  lieon  condemned 
in  ordtT  that  u  boulevarti  riiijrht  be  cut  through;  that  the 
hospital  cont«ined  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  l>eds  and  that 
its  use  had  been  offered  to  the  Wed  Cross  for  an  indefinite 
term  without  rental,  l»y  the  Mayor;  that  its  usefuhiess  was  not 
seriously  interfered  with  by  eulting  through  the  boulevard,  as 
it  only  necessitated  tearing  down  H(»m«-  of  the  oiitbiiihlinga 
that  house  the  laundry  and  refrigerating  plant  which  must 
therefore  be  moved  to  a  new  location. 

lie  further  stated  that  it  whs  proposed  to  nee  the  hospital 
for  the  Navy  at  the  present  time  and  recommended  appropria- 
tion for  making  the  necessary  changes  in  the  hospital  and  for 
its  maintenance  which  had  formerly  cost  the  city  about 
$!5,()on  a  month.  Whereupon  it  was  on  motion  voted  that 
from  the  Hed  Cross  War  Fimd  the  sum  of  $1*^,000  be  and  it 
is  hereby  appropriated  for  alterations  and  reconstruction  of 
the  Medico-Chirurgical  HoKpital.  Phihulelphia^  Pa.,  known 
as  Red  Cross  General  Hospital  No.  1. 


Funds  for  the  maintenance  of  this  hospital  were  alao  voted  at 
this  and  subsetjucnt  meetings  of  the  War  Council.  National 
Headtjuarters  cuntinncd  the  muiuteuance  of  this  institution  for 
the  Navy  until  June  1,  11)18;  it  was  tlien  surrendered  to  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  because  the  Navy  Department  had  by 
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this  time  so  increased  its  hospital  accommodations  at  Cape 
May  and  at  Philadelphia  that  assistance  from  the  Red  Cross 
was  no  longer  needed. 

Nursing  sci-vicc  in  pennanent  Naval  hospitals  in  the  United 
States  during  the  period  of  the  Eurc»peau  War  was  fiill  of 
interest.  The  nursoe  had  comfortable  quarters  and  interesting 
work.  Elizabeth  Hoag,  a  nurse  member  of  the  Springfield 
(Massachusetts)  Navy  Hospital  Unit,  wrote: 

Early  in  May,  1917,  siiteen  of  us  nurses  received  orders  to 
report  to  the  U.  S.  Naval  Hospital  at  Newport,  Rhode  Island. 
We  found  a  warm  welcome  awaiting  us.  The  hospital  was 
I  then  overcrowded  with  very  sick  boys  and  there  were  not 

enough  nurses  to  care  for  them.  I  was  assigned  to  Ward  D 
Medical  for  duty;  I  found  sevcnty-fiix  patientB,  most  of  whom 
were  very  ill  with  measles.  A  number  of  these  patients  had 
already  developed  pneumonia,  while  others  had  developed 
ear  uompiitatiuus.  One  nurse  Jiad  the  supervision  of  this 
ward  and  the  nursing  care  of  these  patients.  She  had  as  hor 
aasistants  six  hospital  corpsmen.  These  hospital  corpsmen 
had  been  carefully  trained  in  the  care  of  the  sick  and  it  was 
really  wonderful  to  see  how  well  most  of  them  performed 
their  duties  and  how  kind  they  were  to  their  "sick  buddies," 
as  they  called  them. 

1  remember  »o  well  one  young  boy,  about  seventeen,  who 
was  very  ill  with  pneumonia.  He  said  to  me,  *'Nurae»  won't 
you  put  some  lard  and  turpentine  on  my  chest?  If  I  was 
home,  that  is  what  my  mother  would  do  and  1  know  it  would 
help  my  pain."  1  asked  |>erniission  of  the  doctor  to  grant  his 
request.    Two  days  later  he  left  us, —  forever. 

Another  case  that  comes  to  my  mind  was  a  boy  of  eighteen, 
whose  parents  were  missionaries,  This  boy  ran  away  from 
home  and  joined  the  Navy  under  an  ansumed  name.  He  gave 
as  his  nearest  relative  the  name  of  an  aunt,  whom  lie  said  he 
hved  with  and  who  later  proved  to  be  his  iiwn  mother.  When 
the  telegram  arrived  saying  her  son  was  seriously  ill,  this 
mother  hurried  to  his  bedside,  but  did  not  arrive  until  after 
he  h8<l  passe*l  away.  It  was  then  we  learned  the  sad  story  of 
this  heart-broken  mother  and  how  she  had  searched  mouths 
for  her  only  child  without  avail;  abnost  the  first  thing  she 
asked  was,  "Did  he  leave  me  any  message?^ 


Miss  Hoag  was  later  assigned  to  Ward  C,  the  "pus  Burgiotf*' 
division.    She  wrote: 
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Here  we  had  fifty-six  bed  patients,  suffering  from  em- 
pyema, gangrenous  appendices,  infe(*ted  arms  and  legs  and 
crushnd  hands  and  feet.  Some  of  these  patients  had  been  in 
the  hospital  for  months  and  had  grown  thin  and  pale,  but  still 
seemed  happy  and  cheerful. 

.  .  .  During  the  hpinal  meningitis  epidemic,  we  had  one 
building  with  thirty-six  beds;  it  was  divided  into  two  sec- 
tions by  a  glass  partition.  In  one  half  we  had  our  bed 
patients  and  in  the  remaining  half  we  had  what  were  calleil 
carrier  patients.  These  carrier  patients  had  never  had  spinal 
meningitis,  but  they  were  carrying  the  germ  in  their  nose  and 
throat  and  transmitting  it  to  other  people  who  sometimes  had 
the  disease  in  its  severest  form.  Wlieu  the  epidemic  broke 
out  and  cultures  were  taken  of  every  man's  throat  at  tbe 
training  station,  these  men  were  sent  to  the  hospital  for 
isolation  and  treatment.  In  some  cases  the  germ  could  be 
killed  in  six  weeks,  while  in  others  it  took  three  months.  Dr. 
K.,  who  specialized  in  this  work,  had  the  care  of  these  pa- 
tients and  was  untiring  in  his  pfForts.  He  was  just  as  cheer- 
ful when  called  at  three  A.M.  to  do  a  spinal  puncture,  as  he 
was  when  ealled  at  three  oVIock  in  the  afternoon.  His  lai>or 
was  well  rewarded  when  in  twenty-four  hours  after  starting 
treatment,  he  would  watch  them  come  out  of  tlieir  delirium 
and  in  three  weeks'  time,  leave  the  hospital  to  finish  their 
convaleecent  period  at  home.  Upon  their  return  at  the  end 
of  four  weeks,  they  were  well  and  strong  again. 

Newport  was  a  quaint  and  historic  town  and  the  view  from 
the  ocean  clitfs  one  of  great  beauty.  The  nurses  derived  much 
pleasure  from  walking  through  the  narrow  crooked  streets  and 
along  the  clitfs  overlooking  the  rolling  surf. 

Early  in  July,  1917,  a  group  of  nurses  from  tbe  Naval  Hos- 
pital at  Newp(»rt  wore  sent  to  the  Oity  Hospital  at  Providence 
to  take  a  two  weeks'  course  in  the  technique  of  earing  for  con- 
tagious cases.  Minnette  Butler,  a  reserve  nurse  at  Newport, 
wrote: 

This  course  was  a  great  help  during  the  month;;  of  epi- 
demics which  followed.  In  July  a  hu?idrcd  cases  of  diph- 
theria developed  within  one  week  aiming  the  civilian  popula- 
tion at  Newport.  Fearing  that  the  contagion  might  spread 
to  the  training  station,  our  tuminmnding  otficer  offered  to 
assist  the  city  health  department.  These  othcials  furnished 
cars  and  a  past  assistant  surgeon,  a  nurse  and  a  corpsman 
were  detailed  to  visit  every  hotel,  bakery^  ice  cream  parlor. 
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reBtaurant  and  dairy  in  the  city  and  take  cultures  of  all  peo- 
ple handling  milk.  The  authorities  had  reason  to  suspect  that 
the  trouhle  was  coming  from  the  milk  supply. 

After  the  city  had  been  "cultured"'  in  this  way,  they  made 
the  rounds  of  farms  outside  the  city  and  visited  ninety  fami- 
lies. In  a  Portugueee  cottage,  a  seventeen-year-old  boy,  with 
a  heavy  membrane  in  his  throat,  was  found  ill  in  bed  with 
diphtheria.  His  mother  was  caring  for  him;  she  also  milked 
the  cows  and  was  sending  a  supply  of  contaminated  milk  to 
many  city  houses.  A  constable  was  placed  on  the  grounds  to 
see  that  all  milk  was  buried.  No  new  cases  developed  but  had 
it  not  been  for  the  prompt  and  efficient  work  of  the  Naval 
culture  squad,  an  epidemic  might  have  developed  which 
would  have  proven  to  be  a  real  crisis. 

Fate,  however,  could  not  let  Newport  rest,  it  seemed,  be- 
cause a  terrific  explosion  occurred  soon  afterwards  at  the 
Torpe<lo  Station.  It  caused  many  deaths  and  maimed,  burned 
and  blinded  many  others.  .  .  . 

The  permanent  Nnval  Hospital  at  Chelsea,  Maasachnsetta, 
was  located  in  broad-winged  buildings  which  crowned  the  creat 
of  a  hill  rising  from  the  water-front.  Nora  AI.  McQuade  waft 
cue  of  the  nursed  assigned  to  duty  early  in  the  fall  of  191T 
there.    She  wrote: 

My  first  detail  was  to  a  busy  surgical  ward  with  a  staff  of 
one  regular  Navy  nurse  and  six  hospital  corpsmon.  it  was 
a  shock  to  me  to  see  those  young  men  doing  the  tilings  1  had 
been  brought  up  to  believe  were  the  sole  duty  of  a  trained 
nurse.  I  felt  sure  the  men  were  being  neglected;  still,  theyl 
looked  happy  and  the  ward  was  beautifully  clean.  I  decided 
to  defer  judgment  for  a  little  while  and  it  took  hut  a  short 
time  for  the  nurse  recruits  to  absorb  the  Navy  spirit  aud  to- 
realize  how  important  and  far-reaching  our  work  really  wa.*. 
Upon  the  degree  of  skill  with  which  we  taught  the  hospital 
corpsmen  to  rare  for  the  patients  in  our  wards  depended  tlw 
degree  of  skill  with  which  they  would  in  turn  nurse  the  sick 
men  on  the  ships  at  sea.  It  was  impossible  to  have  women 
nurses  except  on  the  largest  transports. 

The  expansion  of  the  Naval  Hospital  at  Chelsea  was  similar 
to  that  at  Philadelphia  and  Newport    Misa  McQuade  wrote: 

Day  hy  day  we  watched  new  paviliona  going  up  on  the 
reservation.    They  were  badly  needed.    Then  came  the  strike 
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and  building  was  held  up  for  weeks.  Finally  it  was  settled 
and  the  men  went  back  to  work.  None  were  gladder  than  the 
nur&es.  The  first  weeks  of  our  participation  in  the  war  found 
the  hospital  with  an  average  of  180  patients.  Within  a  year 
the  number  had  reached  9*^0,  with  327  of  them  assigned 
hojipitals  out^iifle  the  reservation.  Kxtra  beds  were  put  in  and 
tlien  cots  on  which  the  men  were  cared  for  until  space  was 
available  in  the  oulside  hospitaln  and  they  could  be  trans- 
ferred there.  All  during  the  winter  of  liU7,  patients  were 
transferred  in  this  way  as  soon  as  the  acute  stage  of  their 
illness  had  pasi^ed.  This  system  nmde  the  nursing  service 
dirticult  all  the  time;  we  always  had  acutely  sick  men. 

During  that  first  winter  *'Type  4"  pneumonia  with  the 
eoniiJJicating  organism,  hemolytic  streptococcus,  which  proved 
so  fatal,  was  prevalent.  Many  of  those  patients  who  survived 
this  infection.  later  develojKHl  oiiipyenia  and  were  in  the  hos- 
pital for  months  at  a  time.  These  men  required  infinite  care 
and  patience.  Their  ajipetites  needed  coaxing,  their  minds 
needed  diverting, —  for  Ihcy  fretted  against  the  Icuglh  of 
inactivity, — and  their  bodies,  especially  their  poor  backs, 
needed  and  received  (onstant  attention.  If  wc  could  have  had 
the  same  corpsmen  with  us  all  of  the  time  it  would  have  been 

PK«asier  for  us,  but  we  were  conducting  a  training  school.     As 
^Boon  as  we  trained  corpsmen  to  be  very  useful,  they  were  sent 
to  sea  with  the  next  draft. 
The  Naval  Hospital  at  Chelsea  received  patients  from  the 
transports,  frnm  the  siuallcr  Nnval   cnift  operating  alxmt  the 

tbig  Boston  HurlH>r  Yard  and  from  the  various  training  stations 
near  Boston  sucb  as  the  Radio  Scljool  at  Cambridge  and  the 
Aviation  School  at  the  Alassachiisetts  Sehoul  of  Teehuology. 
**One  of  my  first  troui>les  was  with  2Cavy  regulations  and  par- 
lance/' wrote  Miss  -McQuade.  *'The  Kuvy  ^paper  work*  was  a 
new  and  difficult  task  and  the  language  bewildered  us.  How 
were  we  to  know  that  'squil  gee  the  deck'  meant  to  polish  the 
ward  floor?" 

OutdiM)r  wards  wore  opened  at  Chelsea  on  June  1,  1918,  and 
the  transfer  system  was  largely  discoutinuetl.  Miss  McQuade 
wrote: 

The  summer  months  were  busy  ones.  The  Xavy  men  who 
had  become  ill  un  the  other  side  were  being  returned  to  us, 
the  training  schtw?ls  were  growing  larger  and  sending  us  more 
patients,  and   the  military   situation   in   Europe  was  daily 
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becoming  more  critical    It  was  an  anxious  as  well  as  a  bu6j 
time  for  all  of  us. 

OiJG  (luy  toward  the  last  of  August  we  were  told  an  epi- 
demic had  broken  out  among  the  men  of  the  receiving  ship. 
It  was  inrtuenza.  they  said.  The  word  did  not  mean  much 
to  us  that  lovely  August  afternoon  as  those  of  us  off  duty 
made  beds  in  an  empty  ward.  That  night,  during  which 
eixty-Beven  sick  men  came  in,  wa«  the  beginning  of  tlie  influ- 
enza epidemic  that  has  become  history.  We  worked  as  we 
never  worked  before.  The  influx  of  patients,  the  calls  for 
extra  nurees,  the  illnesscB  of  the  staff,  the  deaths,  all  were 
repeated  later  in  other  hospitals  but  to  those  of  us  who  ex- 
perienrod  the  initial  outbreak  when  the  disease  and  its  treat- 
ment were  unfamiliar  to  all,  this  trying  period  has  left  a 
memory  that  will  not  fade  for  many  years. 

Navy  nurses  were  assignod  in  November,  1918,  to  the  Marine 
Station  at  Parris  Island,  South  Carolina,  to  nurse  influenza 
patients.  Myrtle  Gilmorc  Chandler,  head  nurse  of  the  Naval 
Station  Unit  No.  11,  wrote: 

Parris  Island  is  the  most  interesting  one  of  a  large  group 
of  islands  in  Port  Royal  Sound.  South  Carolina.  It  is  a  long 
narrow  strip  of  sea-<^and  which  is  hetd  m  the  wild  rice  and 
reeds.  Bleak  and  desolate  it  looked  when  we  ten  nurses  ar- 
rive<l  at  the  dilapidated  do<*k ;  a  few  scattered  buildings, 
thousands  of  tents  and  rough  clay  roads,  with  a  covering  of 
oyster  shells,  greeted  the  eye. 

The  Naval  Hospital,  which  was  a  rambling,  white,  two- 
storied  building  on  the  water's  edge,  had  had  only  corpsmen 
in  attendance  upon  the  patients  and  medi<'al  officers  to  direct 
their  wurk.  licing  the  first  nurses  ordered  to  this  Post,  we 
naturally  felt  it  was  quite  an  adventure  and  tackled  the  work 
with  entliutiiasrn. 

Our  first  patients  were  suffering  from  influenza.  Aft«r 
some  weeks  the  epidemic  abated  and  we  then  had  many  surgi- 
cal eases.  .  .  , 

During  the  spring  a  large  addition  to  the  hospital  was 
built ;  across  the  street  the  nurses*  new  quarters  was  com- 
pleted and  it  was  a  joyous  day  when  we  moved  in.  Instead 
of  sharing  a  dormitor}*,  each  nurse  had  a  delightful  room  to 
herself,  .  .  .  Numerous  large  barracks  were  opened,  many 
officers'  quarters  and  reerentinn  hut»j  were  built,  among  them 
A  very  fine  Red  Cross  building  nicely  arranged  for  reading, 
games,  music  and  dancing.  It  seemed  as  if  a  veritable  small 
city  had  sprung  up  almost  over  night. 
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Paving  of  the  roadways  was  one  of  the  most  appreciated 
improvementfl.  *The  Island  was  so  near 'the  soa-level,"  wrote 
Miss  McQuade,  "that  previous  to  the  road-makiug,  small  creeks 
had  oozed  their  way  here  and  there  with  every  rising  tide  and 
they  left  us  no  ehoie<»  hut  to  wade  through  them.  Then  when 
the  tide  receded,  the  mud  was  ulive  with  a  huge  armv  of  small 
crabs." 

Of  the  permanent  Marine  Barracks,  Miss  McQuade  wrote: 

The  Marine  Post  had  in  1919  a  large  main  station,  a 
quarantine  ramp,  a  training  enmp,  an  aviation  field  and 
school  and  a  sea-going  de[M)t,  with  thousands  of  Marines  in 
training  there.  There  also  was  maintained  a  large  Naval 
disciplinary  harraeks. 

Parris  Island  was  a  place  of  great  beauty  in  the  spring  and 
summer.    Miss  McQuad(»  wrote: 

The  winter  storms  subsided  «nd  spring  announced  itself  by 
covering  the  once  barren  and  bleak  island  vriih  a  caqiet  of 
emerald  swamp  grass;  here  and  there  in  profusion  grew 
lovely  swamp  violets  and  lilies  and  later  the  wild  houey-suckie 
trailed  over  the  fcm-cs  in  masses  of  perfuujc.  \Vc  explored 
the  farther  end  of  the  island  and  found  an  ideal  spot  where 
palms  and  palmettos  grew  under  the  huge  spreading  oaks  and 
the  light  gray  Spanish  moss  hung  and  swayed  in  graceful 
festoons  from  the  wide  branches.  We  often  had  picnics  here 
on  summer  days. 

Beaufort,  the  palatial  old  Southern  town  famous  before 
the  Civil  War  for  its  hospitable  pe<jple  and  beautifid  homes, 
still  retains  its  old  time  hnspihility.  As  it  was  only  forty 
minutes  by  motor  iwat  from  the  island,  we  spent  many  de- 
lightful hours  there.  We  had  many  diversions  of  our  own, — 
tea  at  General  Pendleton's  every  Friday ;  dancing  and  mo- 
tion picture  shows;  tennis,  for  the  Marines  had  brought  clay 
in  barges  and  built  a  court  behind  the  nurses'  quarters; 
swimming  and  horseback  rides  akmg  the  liard.  white  sand 
beaches.  At  one  sid*^  of  the  island  the  (Government  had  set 
aside  a  tract  of  land  for  the  negroes  who  had  previously  been 
scattered  about.  Here  they  lived  in  their  cabins  amidst  the 
cotton  fields.  As  we  cantered  by  on  horseback  during  the 
Southern  twilight,  we  could  hear  the  thrumming  ou  tlie  ban- 
joes and  the  negro  melodies  floating  out  on  the  still  air. 

At  the  Naval  Training  Camp,  Great  Lakes,  Illinois,  was 
located  one  of  the  largest  Navy  base  hospitals  in  the  United 
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Sutea.  Beatrice  Bawnun,  sapervisug  none  of  Unit  D  of 
tbe  Bed  Crow  Mercj  Ship  Expedition  of  1914,  was  chief  narse 
of  this  Xavj  baae.    She  wrote: 

ThiB  hospital  went  into  commi^ion  in  Mar.  1917,  bat  drew 
tt»  quota  of  patients  from  a  i-omparativph  soiudl  oamber  of 
men  at  the  training  stations.  Since  last  smninery  bowcreTy 
it  would  ftoem  that  an  eli^-tric  button  had  been  touched  and  aa 
a  result  many  units  frpratig  into  existence,  over  farma  and  the 
great  plain.  Prior  to  Au^st  26,  1917,  one  large  brick  build- 
ing and  a  group  of  tent^  in  which  the  lUck  were  cared  for, 
filled  the  park  in  front  of  the  hospital;  in  Januarr,  a  village 
of  more  than  fift}'  building  unit^  was  in  full  working  order. 
Twentjr-nine  of  the^  units  are  each  a  complete  hospital,  with 
quiet  rooms,  diet  kitchens,  officer  and  lavatories.  In  addition 
to  the  hfMpitab  pmper,  moflern  laundries,  nursed  quarters* 
hospital  corpfl  barrai  ks.  civilian  employee^^  barracks,  garagea 
for  ambulame«,  trucks  and  jitneys,  a  complete  water  and  sew- 
age system  and  many  miles  of  cement  roads  have  been  built. 

Bemioe  D.  Manafield  waa  aaaigned  in  July,  1917,  to  duty  at 
Great  Lakes.    She  wrote: 

Eleven  of  us  arrived  at  Great  Lakes  about  midnight  on 
July  7,  and  found  that  they  had  been  looking  for  us  fur  some 
few  days,  but  had  only  that  day  succeeded  in  finding  a  place 
to  quarU*r  additional  nurses.  ...  At  that  time  there  was  the 
one  hospital  building,  just  as  there  had  been  before  April  6, 
1917.  As  the  training  station  was  rapidly  increaaing,  the 
hofpital  wna  keepiuv:  pace  and  new  buildings  going  up  all 
about  hut  n»  yet  were  in  a  state  of  incompletion.  To  accom- 
modnt*'  (lie  numlMT  of  pntient>).  all  available  space  in  work 
shops  had  been  utilized  and  tenta  were  in  use  all  about.  It 
had  been  a  cold  rniny  spring  and  mud  was  ver>'  much  in 
evidence  around  the  tents,  a^  roads  up  to  tliat  time  Ixad  not 
been  completed. 

In  one  building  which  was  later  used  for  an  ice  plant,  the 
patients  ha<l  cots  but  no  chairs  or  lockers  or  bedside  tables. 
The  first  thing  we  saw  on  entering  was  the  men's  clothes 
lying  finiong  the  sputum  lKtxi*s  and  pus  basin«i.  just  as  they 
had  lw*en  dropped  when  taken  off  by  the  wearers.  ''"Where 
ahftll  I  iM'^inV"  was  the  nurse's  first  thought  The  patients 
called  to  us:  *^()h,  nurse,  I  am  so  glad  you  have  come,  we 
haven't  liad  any  nurse  before.  Can  I  have  this?  Will  you 
get  me  that?"  The  first  thing  we  did  was  to  have  the  clothes 
folded  and  tied  together,  labeled  with  the  patient'ti  name  and 
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tied  to  the  head  of  his  bed ;  when  the  clothea  were  all  off  the 
floor»  the  room  lookod  as  lar^e  again  aad  we  felt  an  though  we 
could  reach  the  patients  to  do  something  for  them. 

An  epidemic  of  contagious  diseases  broke  out  at  Great  Lakes 
during  the  summer  of  1917.    Miss  Mansfield  wrote: 

Into  our  already  overcrowded  hospital,  we  took  in  two 
hundred  additional  patients  in  twenty-four  hours.  ...  A 
new  colony  of  tents  went  up  **on  the  front  lawu"  and  the  main 
hospital  was  emptied  and  made  ready  for  the  new  Loniers. 
As  long  as  they  were  in  bed^  we  had  no  trouble  but  as  soon 
as  they  were  convalt^t'ent.  eternal  vigilance  was  required  to 
see  that  they  did  nut  ^et  out  and  into  other  camps  with  which 
the  main  building  \\as  surrounded.  Many  of  the  hospital 
corpsmen  were  young  and  inexpeneiiced  and  certainly  the 
patients  were  young  and  inexperienced  too ! 

In  tlie  meantime,  new  hospital  buildings  were  being  fin- 
ished and  equipped.  As  soon  as  one  ward  was  ready,  patients 
were  moved  from  tents  into  it. 

Evidently  the  irifpctiouH  diseases  of  childhood  had  never 
gone  through  that  body  of  recruits  before  they  entered  the 
training  station,  for  there  were  continually  epidemics  of 
measles,  cl»icken-po.\  ami  mumps.  The  teut  colonies  grew  to 
accommodate  the  inrreasing  number  of  patients.  One  group 
of  tents  was  put  up  juj^t  nppoRJte  the  cemetery.  At'first  there 
were  no  lights  about  the  grounds  here  and  the  nurses  on  night 
duty  would  stumble  over  the  ropes  from  tent  to  tent,  keeping 
one  eye  on  the  cemetery.  Even  the  bravest  ones  found  it  a  bit 
lonely  in  a  dark  isolated  camp  with  a  spot  light  the  only 
source  of  itliiniinatiou. 

The  sewerage  in  the  camps  was  taken  care  of  as  rapidly  as 
possible,  but  unless  a  nurse  has  gone  through  the  experience 
of  caring  for  infectious  diseases  in  a  temporary  camp  where 
there  is  no  sewerage  and  flies  are  abundant,  then  she  has 
Boraethiug  to  look  forward  to!  In  the  mess  tents,  there  was 
an  electric  plate  which  was  use<l  to  heat  water  and  nourish- 
ments, but  the  task  of  washing  dishes  for  forty  or  fifty  men 
who  were  ill  with  an  infectious  disease  and  only  an  electric 
plate  to  heat  the  water,  seemed  at  first  to  be  beyond 
aeeomplishmeut. 

Great  Lakes  Training  Station  increased  from  a  peace  ca- 
pacity of  two  thousand  men  to  a  war  capacity  of  fifty  thousand 
men.  The  Naval  Hospital  was  enlarged  from  cue  hundred  to 
twelve  hundred  bed  capacity. 
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The  Bureau  of  Aledioiiie  and  Surgery  maintained  four 
Naval  Hospit-al  Corps  Sclioola.  The  one  located  at  Great  Lakes 
was  the  largest  of  these;  it  had  a  normal  eapacity  of  three  hun- 
dred, with  an  emergency  capacity  of  three  times  that  size.  The 
greatest  number  of  students  registered  at  one  time  was  2200. 
The  three  other  schools  were  established  at  Newport,  R.  L, 
San  Francisco,  Calif.,  and  the  Naval  Operating  Base,  Norfolk, 
Va. 

The  Bureau  of  Medicine  and  Surgery  received  offers  of  as- 
sistance in  the  training  of  hospital  corpsmen  from  various  uni- 
versities and  three  of  these  were  accepted.  A  four  mouths' 
course  for  one  hundred  men  at  the  Medical  and  Dental  Schools, 
TTnivprHity  of  Minnesota;  a  six-weeks  course  for  three  huudnNl 
men  at  the  College  of  Pharmacy,  University  of  New  York; 
and  a  three-months  course  for  one  hundred  and  fifty  men  at 
the  Philadelphia  College  of  Pliarmaey  were  given.  Willard 
Connely,  a  nurse  of  the  United  States  Naval  Resen'e  Force, 
who  was  on  duty  at  the  University  of  Minnesota,  Minneapolis, 
Minn.,  wrote: 


« 


Tt  is  a  new  experiment  for  sailor  students  to  be  admitted 
to  a  medical  college,  as  it  is  a  new  and  essentially  valuable 
war  work  for  nurses  to  assist  in  training  these  Navy 
men.  .  .  . 

For  the  firgt  month  of  the  four  mouths'  course,  the  teach- 
ing is  confined  to  the  medical  school,  including  the  institutftj 
of  pathology,  the  college  of  dentistry  and  the  institute  of' 
anatomy.  There  are  lectures  and  recitations,  then  supple- 
mentary exfK.»rience  in  the  laboratories  and  dispensaries.  It 
is  held  that  this  pre!iminar>'  knowledge  is  indis|>ensable  if 
the  corpsmen  are  to  grasp  comprehensively  the  fundamentals 
of  practical  nursing  as  given  at  the  University  Hospital  dur- 
ing the  three  linal  niouthi*.  During  this  iiuiv.  the  men  havi-  a 
course  of  lectures  and  experiment  at-tion  in  phumiaceutiral 
chemistry,  minor  surgery  and  first  aid,  anatomy  (with  weekly 
practice  in  dissecting),  physiology,  and  hygiene,  hacteriologyi 
and  the  principles  of  dentistry  in  normal  conditions. 

When   the   nursing  instruction   begins  the  advanced   cor 
relative  training  in  the  foregoing  subjects  is  given  chiefly  iti 
the  mornings,  while  one  or  more  divisions  of  the  sailors  (five 
divisions  of  twenty  minutes  each)   are  cngugeil   iu   hospitalj 
work.     Throughout  the  afternoons  this  teaching  is  direi'tei 
by  Louise  M.  Powell,  sii|H'rititendent  of  nurses,  by  Marion' 
Vannier^  assistant  supervisor,  and   Gertrude  Thomas,  die- 
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titian.  They  are  aided  by  a  staff  of  head  nurses  and  under- 
gradiiate  nurses^  and  the  latter  also  help  at  the  medical  school 
clinics  where  the  sailors  obtain  prartice  in  diagnosing  and 
treating  cases  in  dermatology  and  eye,  ear,  nose  and  throat. 
The  course  in  bandaging,  conducted  by  Miss  Powell,  is  in 
six  lessons,  each  lesson  covering  one  and  one-half  hours.  .  .  , 
In  a  room  at  the  University  Hospital,  Miss  Vaunier  gives  ten 
demonstrations  in  practical  nursing.  After  observing  each 
Monday  the  methods  employed,  the  corpsmeu  put  in  the  rest 
of  the  week  in  the  class  rooms  or  wardci  whore,  in  sections  of 
five  or  ten,  they  receive  individual  supervision,  at  the  hands 
of  the  assisting  head  nurses.  The  demonstrations  are  given 
before  fifty  men  at  a  time,  in  periods  of  one  and  one-half 
hours  duration,  and  after  some  ground  has  been  covered, 
demonstration  quizzes  too  are  held,  to  check  up  the  work 
which  has  been  carried  on  in  the  wards. 


I 


The  ten  lessons  in  practical  nursing  included  instruction  in  the 
theory  and  technique  of  the  simpler  methods  of  nursing  proced- 
ure. The  lessons  were  thorough  and  together  with  the  practice 
gained  in  the  wards  of  the  University  Hospital,  gave  future 
corpsmen  an  excellent  working;  knowledge  of  the  treatment  to 
be  given  for  all  the  conunon  ailments  and  for  emergencies  aris- 
ing on  shipboard. 

Grace  Kline,  a  nurse  on  duty  at  the  Naval  Training  Camp 
at  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  wrote  that  one  of  her  pupils  had 
said,  on  completion  of  a  detail  given  him  to  clean  up  a  ward: 
"Gee,  I'm  glad  my  mother  can't  see  me  now,  or  she'd  lire  the 
hired  girl  when  I  get  home!" 

On  the  Pacific  Coast  a  largp  Naval  station  was  located  on 
Puget  Sound  and  another  at  Vallcj«>,  Marc  Island,  California. 
Annie  Miller  was  one  of  the  nurses  on  duty  at  Mare  Island 
Naval  Hospital.    She  wrote: 


The  sun  was  shiuing  as  it  shines  in  few  places  outside  of 
California,  when  from  the  deck  of  the  ferryboat,  on  a  June 
morning,  1917,  we  caught  our  first  glimpse  of  the  shores  of 
Mare  Island. 

At  Vallejo  we  left  the  ferry.  A  Marine  guard  looked  over 
our  orders  and  allowed  us  to  board  the  tug  for  the  island. 
Arriving  there,  we  were  again  accosted  by  a  guard  aud  asked 
to  show  our  passes.  Another  guard  was  instructed  to  take  us 
to  the  otlice  of  the  commandant.  I  remember  thinking  how 
nice  of  them  to  go  with  us  and  show  the  way  instead  of  simply 
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pocDtifltg  it  out  After  haring  lired  oo  tiK  iskod  ««Ue  a^ 
gruvQ  more  m t  m^vmeil  to  the  nuhtmry  mutiae,  it  jIibmiI 
Upon  me  that  the  guard?  had  no  tho^^kt  oC  hetog  '^wittT  to 
•CnajMn,  hot  «e  were  simplv  aDder  naid  valO  pamm  nwilil 
bTwSred  f or  as.  *^^  '^  *^ 

Arriring  at  the  noriee'  qiuutcn  ve  were  Aovn  to  oar 
roooL  Yei;  I  mean  it  in  the  singvlar.  We  had  Umr  other 
roonunate*  besides.  The  room  had  oooe  hccn  iHcd  k  ■ 
gjmiMMinB  for  the  nnraec;  but  after  var  vaa  declarod  the 
expaitfiuu  at  thk  rtation  had  been  v^rr  rapid  and  all  vrml- 
ahle  apace  had  to  be  preawd  into  service  to  niuailiiifatw  dw 
overflov. 

So  we  dabbed  oor  rvwm  'the  teoement^  and  while  narm 
are  rappoced  to  be  exacting.  I  have  always  been  rather  prood 
of  the  fart  that  ve  proved  ve  could  live  together  in  thooe  chwe 
quarters,  not  onW  amicably,  bat  verr  pleasantlT. 

During  the  European  War,  nurses  rendered  manj  typea  of 
aerrice  which  diffeml  greatly  from  the  medical  atiid  aurgieal 
nursing  they  had  expected  to  do.    Miss  MiUer'a  aflBigniaent  was 

no  exception  to  this  rule;  she  wrote: 

I  wa«  told  to  take  the  place  of  housekeeper  at  the  nntaes* 
quartern.  The  rest  of  the  nurses  in  the  detachment  with  me 
ieemed  to  find  this  quite  amusing  aud  to  thi£  day  I  am  still 
addressed  &§  ^^Housekeeper"  by  some  of  them. 

My  expericuce  with  servants  ha<l  been  confined  only  to  the 
colored  ones  of  the  South,  eo  that  1  approached  the  Chinese 
here  with  coruiiderahle  trepidity.  I  found  ihem  very  willing 
to  work,  but  also  found  they  had  to  be  handled  with  carv. 
Old  Louie,  the  cook,  had  a  disconcerting  way  of  saying,  "No 
savvy,  no  Bavvy/"  when  it  was  to  his  advantage  not  to  under- 
utand  the  jKiint  under  discussion. 

One  Sunday  wc  had  planned,  as  a  part  of  the  menu,  plain 
ice  cream  to  Im?  ficrvecj  in  tiiiiUiloupcs.  1  had  tried  to  instruct 
Ix)uie  and  while  he  pretended  to  underf^tand,  I  had  an  uneasy 
feeling  that  all  was  not  well,  no  came  Imck  laUT  to  investigate. 
Not  Ending  the  cantaloupes  in  the  refrigerator,  1  called  to 
T»uie  to  know  where  they  were.  '"In  the  lice  cream,"  he 
calmly  replied.  It  was  true.  He  had  in  some  way  contrived 
to  re<iu(re  those  cantaloupes  to  a  pulp  and  (*onihine  them  with 
the  cream  in  snrh  a  way  that  it  was  ^mocith  as  vi-lvct  aud 
deli<ious.  After  that,  cantaloupe  ice  cream  was  a  favorite 
with  ufl.  In  liouie'f^  own  vernacular,  it  was  '"more  bettor** 
than  oniinary  ice  cream. 
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^      Though    housekeeping   on    JIaro    Island    must    often    have 
MOmod  only  a  monotonous  routine  of  uninteresting 'details  com- 
.   pared  to  fr'">nt  line  nursing  in  France,  life  on  Mure  Island  was 
uot  without  die  thrill  of  danger.    Miss  Miller  wrote: 

The  day  of  the  explosion  of  the  black  powder  magazine 
stands  out  vividly  in  my  memory.  It  occurred  at  eight  in 
the  morning,  just  as  the  day  nurses  had  gone  on  duty  and  the 
night  nurses  were  bein^  rpHpve<i. 

The  chief  nurse  and  1  had  gone  into  the  kitchen  to  in- 
struct as  to  the  menu  for  the  day.  I  think  I  was  more  puz- 
zled than  frightened,  even  as  I  felt  the  floor  rock  under  my 
feet  and  saw  the  swaying  chajKlclier  and  falling  plaster;  for 
at  that  time,  even  if  I  knew  there  was  a  magazine  on  the 
island.  I  did  not  grasp  the  possiUilities  of  what  might  occur. 

Louie  (auglit  hold  of  the  tabic  and  began  crying  and,  I 
presume,  praying,  in  his  own  language.  The  chief  nurse 
turned  to  me  with  an  expreBsiou  I  have  never  forgotten  and 
simply  said,  '*The  magazine !" 

We  ran  to  the  door,  but  finding  it  completely  jammed, 
rushed  to  another  and  out  into  the  yard,  to  see  only  a  cloud 
of  dust  and  snuikn  in  the  direction  of  the  magazine  that  told 
the  story.  Everyone*  inchnling  afternoon  and  night  nurses, 
hurried  to  the  hospital  to  render  what  aid  they  could  in 
caring  for  the  injured.  Only  1  had  to  remain  beliind  and 
try  to  keep  the  frightened  Chinamen  at  their  work.  All  that 
long  morning  I  helped  Huey,  the  house  man,  whose  work  that 
day  was  more  than  one  person  could  have  accomplished.  I 
swept  fallen  plaster  and  broken  glass,  while  he  shoveled  it 
up  and  carrieil  it  away.  And  together  we  picked  up  and  re- 
placed books,  pictures  and  other  fallen  articles  and  succeeded 
in  cleaning  the  house,  that  the  tired  nurses  who  had  done  the 
actual  work  with  the  injured,  could  rest  when  they  came  to 
lunch. 

California  is  a  long  way  from  France,  but  even  there  one 
could  have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  their  small  bit 
•was  helping  in  the  struggle.  Often  when  we  weiit  down  to  the 
docks  to  watch  a  detachment  uf  marines  leaving,  nurses  would 
recognize  among  these  sailor-soldiers  who  were  afterwards  to 
make  history  on  the  fields  of  France,  boys  whom  they  had 
helped  back  to  health. 

The  rigid  entrance  requirements  of  the  Navy  Nurse  Corps, 
the  limited  size  of  the  Navy  and  the  responsible  nature  of  the 
nursing  aervic^  demanded  of  members  of  the  Nurse  Corps, 
which  consisted  so  largely  in  the  training  of  hospital  corps- 
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men,  tended  to  promote  an  excellent  morale  and  esprii  d4 
among  the  nurses  of  the  Nary.  However,  in  manr 
naval  stations  life  for  the  mirses  was  undoubtedly 
and  loiiel  V  just  as  it  was  in  the  vase  of  Army  norses  at 
ment  and  camp  hospitala  remote  from  reereatioinal  facOitwflL 
A  ruling  that  memliers  of  the  Xavy  and  Army  Xunse  Corps 
should  not  associate  widi  enlisted  men- — a  regulatii>n  iosned  in 
the  interest  of  discipline — was  the  cause  of  many  pumplauit&, 
The  following  letter  was  written  by  an  American  Red 
murse  in  Naval  service  on  the  Pacific  Coast: 


ted  Croa^j 

TecreatM^H 
Of  oonx^^x 


Everyone  here  likes  tlie  work,  but  we  have  no 
except  the  movies  or  a  trip  to — (the  nearby  city), 
that  voaU  mj  much  that  we  can't  go  very  often  on  a  $90.  a 
month  Halary. 

Wlu'u  you  work  only  eight  hours,  you  have  got  to  do  some- 
thing the  rest  of  the  time.  1  read  and  knit  and  j^ieep  but  that 
gets  rather  monotonous.  If  we  could  only  play  tennis  or 
twim  or  do  something!  We  had  a  court  but  they  built  new 
wardii  on  it.  They  are  going  to  build  us  another  when  they 
get,  amnnd  to  it. 

We  are  so  entirely  out  of  everything  here.  Of  course,  we 
are  never  allowed  to  ^o  to  anything  where  there  are  enlisted 
men,  and  the  oHic-erR*  families  won*t  have  us  at  their  parties. 
We  don't  mind  tliin,  but  we  ci*rtainly  would  like  to  talk  to 
some  one  who  wnitn't  a  nurse.  Our  chief  nurse  is  very  good 
to  us  and  gets  up  little  parties  where  we  dance  and  sing  with 
the  same  girb  we  work  with  all  day.  I  have  thought  if  I  had 
happened  to  Ik?  a  Hteiiotrrapher^  I  could  have  served  ray  coun- 
try at  Wftshlnffton  au<]  tftill  not  have  been  a  social  outcast 

There  i»*  such  a  j^rind  of  petty  detail  on  the  ward  that  we 
lose  sijjht  of  the  fact  we're  at  war.  We  were  invited  to  a  big 
Christmas  dance  where  even  the  commandant  took  his 
famih'.  but  we  could  not  go  because  nurses  must  not  asso- 
ciate with  enliiited  men.  I  am  twenty-eight  years  old;  I 
wonder  how  the  younger  girls  jnst  out  of  training  sciiool 
ctand  it  I  We  haven't  even  thought  of  doin^  something  ro- 
mantic to  keep  i)H  Koing.  Theres  nothing  heroic  in  caring 
for  menslcA  iind  tnninpg. 

Now  Vm  not  gahxfi  to  reMgn.  I'll  stay  here  or  any  other 
plare  where  I  urn  nccrled  just  a>*  long  as  1  am  wanted,  but 
never  in  my  life  have  1  Iwrcn  ri  hlue  and  lonesome.  Kveryooe 
is  MO  nice  u>  the  "iKiys  iu  the  service,"  Why  do  they  nev«r 
think  of  the  girls'  " 


>• 


'Anericun  Kml  CVum  Bureau  of  ArcfaSvca. 
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Kcasons  for  this  ruling  were  set  forth  hy  Miss  Kline,  an 
American  Red  Cross  reserve  nurse  in  service  at  the  Charleston 
Navy  Yard; 

The  status  of  the  nurse,  ollicmlly,  is  that  of  a  head  nurse 
in  a  civil  hospital.  ProfeBitionally  am]  sofially  she  is  rated  as 
an  officer.  It  is  dilTifult  for  the  uurne  to  undcrstuiid  the  jus- 
tice of  this  ruling  at  first,  wheii  some  of  the  fmest  timber  of 
our  young  manhood  is  of  tlie  enlistud  personnel.  Her  owu 
brother,  friend  and  Mvecthenrt  may  be  amonp  them,  and  why, 
when  she  has  no  rank,  shouhl  she  be  subjected  to  officer's  regu- 
lations? When  she  considers  that  the  mere  restriction  is  a 
recognition  of  rank,  though  ever  so  meager,  she  usually  real- 
izes that  it  is  of  too  much  professional  value  to  treat  lightly. 
In  civil  life  an  ijitimnte  friendf^hip  is  not  desirable  with  one^s 
patients;  so  in  military  cir^lvs,  reserve  in  a  safeguard.  Most 
of  the  patients  are  of  the  enlisted  personnel.  Cordial  rela- 
tions are  desirable  and  possible,  and  the  nurse  is  the  confi- 
dant and  advisor.  The  men  are  responsive  creatures,  sensi- 
tive to  their  environment,  though  stoical  when  "balled  out"' 
and  appreciative  of  the  least  interest  evinced  in  their  welfare. 
The  opportunities  for  personal  influence  are  enormous  and 
the  nursing  care  is  often  a  minor  part  of  the  nurses's  duty.^** 

A  fine  devotion  to  duty,  evident  even  in  the  letter  of  com- 
plaint quoted  above,  prevail€>d  at  the  Naval  lioapituls.  For 
almost  iiU  the  nurses  in  the  Navy  Corps,  war  service  meant  far 
more  tluin  the  mere  routine  of  daily  hospital  duty  and  the 
nurses  gave  willing,  skillful  and  patriotic  service.  Consciously 
and  unconsciously,  they  derived  inspiration  from  their  sur- 
roundings. The  infectious  eagerness  for  ocean  duty  which  was 
shown  by  the  young  boys  who  made  up  the  greater  part  of  the 
new  Navy,  the  sight  of  gray  battle  craft  anchored  in  the  harbor 
at  sunset  but  which  went  out  again  perhaps  in  the  tuniing  of  a 
tide,  the  play  of  searchlights  on  the  water,  the  hum  and  the 
crackle  of  the  wirek'sa,  the  very  patients  who  canm  back  sick 
from  exposure  to  the  rigors  of  the  open  sea,  gave  meaning  and 
purpose  to  the  life  of  Naval  training  camps  or  station  hospitals, 
Josephine  Trippett,  Naval  Reserve  nurse  in  serx'ice  at  Pelham 
Bay  Training  Station,  New  York,  wrote  in  the  Military  Num- 
ber of  the  Journal: 

.  .  .  And  then  there  are  times  when  one  is  deeply  moved 
and  is  brought  to  a  realisation  of  the  meaning  of  tliis  and 
^American  Journal  of  Nursing,  Military  Number,  p.  071. 
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all  other  places  of  its  kind.  Watch  the  sailors  being  shipped. 
They  pass  out  of  the  gate,  their  sea*ba^s  on  their  backs.  Xo 
one  gpf'aks;  tiieir  hearts  are  too  full.  We  lin^ten  to  the  nmlBed 
sound  of  many  feet  marching  solemnly  along  the  road.  For 
a  mile  one  can  fiee  the  wide,  dark  line  and  hear  the  rfajthm 
and  jangle  of  the  rifles. 


On  May  4,  1917,  a  destroyer  and  patrol  fleet  of  the  American 
Navy,  under  the  command  of  Rear-Admiral  William  S.  Sims, 
arrived  in  a  British  prirt.  A^lmiral  Sims  had  been  appointed 
as  the  commander  of  American  Xaval  operations  overseas  and 
this  destroyer  and  patrol  fleet  was  the  first  unit  of  the  Ameri- 
can Na\'y  to  go  abroad.  Later,  five  thousand  offiivrs  and  sev- 
enty thousand  eulistiKi  men  saw  active  ser\'ice  in  foreign  waters. 

During  the  spring  and  summer  of  1017,  the  losses  of  mer- 
chant ships  by  reascm  of  German  submarine  activities  became 
80  great  that,  at  the  suggestion  of  President  Wilson,  the  United 
States  adopted  the  convoy  system  of  transportation.  This 
meant  that  large  numbers  of  troops  and  supply  ships  were 
gathered  together  and  sailed  at  regular  intervals  along  estab- 
lished sea-lnnes,  imder  naval  prot<»etion.  Anned  cniisors, 
smaller  cruisers  and  later  old  battle  ships,  accompanied  the 
convoys  to  protect  them  from  raiders;  destroyers  went  along  to 
protect  them  from  submarines.  Of  the  7,.'iOO,000  tons  of  cargo 
carried  to  Europe,  tlic  Army  lost  only  200,000  tons  and  no 
American  tn^ip  tniusjxjrt  was  sunk  on  its  voyage  to  Europe. 

Tlie  destroyer,  with  its  depth  iKtuibrt,  proved  to  be  an  effective 
craft  in  anti-submarine  warfare.  A  submarine  attack  which 
took  place  in  July,  UU8,  was  described  by  Ur.  Howard  Ken- 
nedy Hill,  of  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  a  surgeon  who  served 
under  the  American  Red  Cross  in  France: 


We  were  told  that  we  would  pick  up  destroyers  tt  %  certain 
hour.  Exactly  on  the  minute,  although  it  waa  foggy  ami 
rough,  we  saw  a  little  American  flag  emerge  through  the  to^ 
and  wc  later  counted  seventeen  destroyers  in  all,  two  of  them 
the  fast  -JS-knot  type. 

The  next  day  at  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  when  the 
eea  was  as  sunny  and  quiet  as  a  millpond,  ue  suddenly  snw 
a  tremendous  explosion  some  four  milen  to  the  south  ami 
immediately  felt  the  concussion  of  a  homb  against  the  f!i<l<* 
of  our  boat,  like  the  pushing  in  and  out  of  a  tin  pan.  The 
destroyers  then  began  a  systematic  dropping  of  depth  boml>-^ 
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which  are  Ruppo8ed  to  at  least  injure  a  submarine  if  within  a 
raflius  of  four  hundreii  yards.  Tlie  rumor  immeil lately 
spread  through  our  boat  that  the  destroyers  had  sunk  five 
submarines.  We  were  ail  sure  that  we  saw  one  black  masa 
rise  in  the  air.  That  evening  the  British  Admiralty  officially 
confirmed  the  destruction  of  four. 


American  destroyers  and  flubmarlnc  chasers  had  their  bases  at 
Quecustown,  Ireland.  Battleship  Division  Six  was  based  on 
Berohavon,  Ireland,  in  readiness  to  meet  and  eacort  transports 
and  supply  ships.  A  submarine  patrol  off  the  west  and  south 
coasts  of  Ireland  was  also  maintained  from  Berehavcu. 

A  second  major  enterprise  of  the  American  Navy  was  its 
participation  in  Allied  Naval  activities  in  the  North  Sea.  Bat- 
tleship Division  Nine  of  the  Atlantic  Fleet  under  the  command 
of  Admiral  Bodman,  constituted  for  nearly  a  year  the  Sixth 
Battle  Sijuadron  of  the  British  Grand  Fleet,  which  was  directed 
by  Admiral  Sir  David  Beatty.  A  mine  barrage  was  laid  by 
the  Allies  from  S<H)tluud  to  Norway.  By  thus  tdosing  the  North 
Sea,  the  Allies  denied  enemy  submarines  free  access  to  the 
Atlantic  Ocean  fmm  German  buses.     Secretary  Daniels  wrote: 

More  than  /50,000  Amprican  mines  have  been  laid  in  stra- 
tegical areas  in  European  waters.  The  Navy  has  taken  part 
in  and  actively  laid  80  per  rent  i>f  the  great  mine  barrage 
230  miles  long,  from  Scotland  to  Norway ;  a  total  of  5(>.439 
mines  have  been  laid,  all  of  which  were  designeil  and  manu- 
factured by  the  ITnite<l  State*  and  transported  and  laid  by 
the  United  States  Navy. 

Rear  Admiral  Strauss  was  in  charge  of  the  American  mining 
activities  in  the  North  Sea.  Two  mine  bases  were  established 
overseas  and  a  personnel  of  over  6700  men  were  engaged  in 
mining  activities. 

Conveniently  near  the  Sixth  Battle  Squadron  and  the  Mine 
Bastes  was  the  iViuericau  Naval  coaling  base  at  Cardilf,  Wales, 
from  which  coal  was  secured  for  the  Atlantic  Fleet  and  for  the 
American  Expeditionary  Forpt;s  in  France. 

There  were  other  American  Naval  activities  in  foreign 
waters.  A  force  made  up  of  destroyers,  gunboats,  cruisers, 
yachts  and  Coast  Guard  cutters  which  were  based  on  Gibraltar 
performed  twenty-five  per  cent  of  the  ocean  escort  duty  between 
Gibraltar,  France  and  Italy,  and  seventy  per  cent  of  the  ocean 
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escort  duty  between  Gibraltar  and  England.  A  temporary 
American  Naval  baae  for  submarine  flotillas  was  establisbed  at 
Ponta  Dolgada  in  the  Azores. 

The  American  Navy  maintained  four  thousand  hospital  beds 
in  Europe  ft^r  the  care  of  its  personnel  engaged  in  the  various 
activities  briefly  mentioned  alwive  and  also  for  the  care  of  the 
United  States  Marine  Corps  in  France.  The  major  portion  of 
these  beds  were  furuished  by  the  assigument  to  foreign  service 
of  the  five  base  hospitals  which  the  American  Red  Cross  had 
organized  and  equipjK'd  for  the  American  Na\'y.  Two  of  these 
hospitals  were  assigned  to  duty  near  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  a 
third  at  Queenstown,  Ireland,  and  the  remaining  two  at  Brest, 
France.  Small  hospitals  and  dispensaries  were  established  in 
Great  Britain  and  in  France  by  the  American  Red  Cross  and 
were  later  taken  over  by  the  Navy.  Other  hospitals,  dispensa- 
ries and  sick-bays  were  staffed  by  Navy  surgeons  and  hospital 
corpsmen  at  Plymouth,  England;  along  the  French  and  Irish 
coasts;  at  Ponta  Delgada,  Azores;  at  Gibraltar;  at  Corfu  and 
at  Genoa,  Italy.  This  brief  mention  is  all  that  will  be  made  in 
this  history  of  these  dispensaries  and  sick-bays,  as  no  American 
Red  Cross  nurses  saw  active  service  in  them,  ^^J 

Five  American  Naval  hospitals  were  maintained  in  Qrea^^| 
Britain  during  the  European  War.  Three  of  these  were  United 
States  Navy  base  hospitals  and  the  other  two  were  iustitu- 
tiona  established  by  the  American  Red  Cross  and  later  turned 
over  to  the  Naval  authorities.  Similarly  as  with  the  Army,  the 
American  Red  Crusa  in  Great  Britain  formed  an  emergency 
nnn  of  the  American  Navy ;  its  nurses  rendered  service  to  thei 
first  American  soldiers  to  be  torpedoed  by  German  submarines. 

On  the  evening  of  February  .5,  1018,  His  Majesty's  troop 
Bhip,  Txiscania,  with  convoy  and  escorting  destroyers,  ap- 
proached the  entrance  of  the  North  Cluinn<*I.  A  Gcrmjin  sub- 
marine pierced  the  ring  of  destroyers,  fired  on  the  Tuscanl 
and  the  torpedo  struck  her  on  the  starboard  side.  She  immedi- 
ately listed  deeply.  The  2500  American  soldiers  who  were 
aboard  were  ordered  to  the  boats  and  the  British  destroye 
and  patrols  of  the  North  Channel  stood  by  and  many  hundred! 
of  her  company  were  rescued  by  them. 

The  life  boats  on  the  TiutranUi'ft  port  side  had  been  unin- 
jured, so  other  American  soldiers  rowed  away  in  them  as  she 
sank.  The  swift  out-flowing  tide  and  the  bitterly  eold  wind 
caught   the   boats  and   life-rafts   and  drove  them   toward  the 
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rocky  shores  of  the  Isle  of  Islay.  The  bodies  of  182  of  the 
Tuscaniu's  company  were  flung  ashore. 

Many  of  the  lifeboats,  however,  were  brought  safi^ly  to  hnid 
but  the  survivors  were  in  a  desperate  plight  from  exposure. 
Along  with  other  Ked  Cross  personnel,  a  detachment  of  Red 
Croaa  nurses  from  American  Red  Cross  ililitary  Hospital 
No.  4,  Alosslt'y  Hill,  Liverpool,  were  immediately  hurried  to 
Tslay  to  care  for  these  pjitipnts.  This  dctaehment  arrived  in 
record  time,  tended  the  soldiers  and  finally  accompanied  them 
to  the  Army  hospital  at  the  American  Army  Rest  Camp  in 
Winchester,  England. 

Soon  after  the  sinking  of  the  Tuj^cania,  United  States  Naval 
Base  Hospital  No.  2  arrived  in  England;  on  March  1,  1918,  it 
opened  a  Naval  base  hospital  of  six  liumlred  Iw^ds  at  Strath- 
peffer,  Scotland."  This  Nuval  unit  had  lH*eti  organized  hy  the 
American  Red  Cross  from  personnel  of  the  Lane  Hospital,  San 
Francisco,  California.  Dr.  Stauky  Stilhuau  was  the  director, 
and  E-  Elizabeth  Hogue,  the  ciiief  nurse.  Mis«  Hogue  was 
a  graduate  of  the  California  Training  School  for  Nurses,  Los 
Angeles,  California.  After  extensive  executive  experience  in 
several  California  institutions,  she  iK-camo  in  11)14  superinten- 
dent of  the  School  of  Nursing  of  Lane  Hospital.  Two  years 
later  she  organized  the  nursing  staff  of  Naval  Basw  Hospital 
No.  2,  and  in  the  autumn  of  1917  went  with  her  unit  into  naval 
service  in  the  Unite<l  Stjites,     Fort'igu  assigiunent  followed. 

The  location  of  Navy  Rase  Hospital  No.  2  was  in  a  pictur- 
esque spot,  for  the  little  Scotch  town  of  Strathpeffer  lay  in  the 
environs  of  Inverness  at  the  head  of  the  long  tiugerlike  Cro- 
marty Firth.  Navy  Base  Hospital  No.  2  received  patients 
from  Aline  Bases  Nos.  17  and  IS,  and  from  the  Sixth  Battle 
Squadron. 

The  second  American  Naval  hospital  to  be  established  in 
Great  Britain  was  placed  in  I^ndon  by  the  American  Red 
Cross  for  the  care  of  officers  and  men  of  the  American  Naval 
Headquarters  at  London  and  of  naval  craft  from  the  immediate 
vicinity.  Aldford  House,  the  residence  of  the  Honorable  Mrs. 
Frederick  Guest,  was  taken  over  by  the  Commission  to  Great 
Britain  and  was  opened  as  a  hospital  June  i:J,  lOlS.  The 
house,  which  covered  an  eutire  city  block  in  Park  Lane,  had 
formerly  been  used  as  a  hospital  for  British  wounded  and  had 

'***Repurt  uf  the  A.  R.  C.  Comioiseion  (or  C«reut  Urilaio,  Fart  \,  Uospi- 
Ub:'*  p.  12. 
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a  capacity  of  fifty  bods.  A  Navy  surgeon  and  staff  were  as- 
signed to  duty  there  and  shortly  afterward  the  Navy  took  over 
its  entire  management,  raised  the  bed  capacity  to  seventy-live 
and  maintained  it  as  a  Navai  Hospital. 

Miss  Hall,  one  time  chief  nurse  of  the  American  Red  Cross 
in  Great  Britain,  wrote: 

C'utheriiie  Taylor,  n  Cunadiun  woman,  an  American  Red 
Cross  unne  and  a  graduate  of  St,  Lukes  Hospital,  New  York 
City,  was  chief  nur.se  of  Aldford  IIt)usu  and  remained  in  charge 
there  until  the  hospital  was  taken  over  by  the  Navy  and 
staffed  with  a  unit  sent  out  from  America  by  the  Navy  Nurse 
Corps  on  September  10,  1918. 

The  third  American  Naval  hospital  to  be  establish***!  in 
Great  Britain  was  U.  S.  Navy  Bas<*  llimpital  No.  3,  which  was 
assigned  to  duty  at  Seafield  L<nth,  near  Edinburgh,  on  the 
Firth  of  Forth.  Like  Navy  Biibc  Hospital  No.  2,  this  unit 
had  been  organized  by  the  Aincriean  lied  Cross  from  the  per- 
sonnel of  a  western  hospital,  the  California  Hospital,  \joa 
Angeles,  California.  Dr.  Rea  Smith  was  tbe  director  and 
Hue  Hophia  Daiiser  was  chief  nurse. 

Miss  Daiiscr  was  gradnated  in  1914  from  tlie  California 
School  for  Nurses,  and  for  two  years  was  head  nurse  on  the 
surgical  department.  Anne  A.  Williamson,  superintendent 
of  nurses  of  the  California  Hospital,  had  organized  the  nurs- 
ing staff  of  Navy  Base  Hospital  No.  3,  but  Miss  Danser,  after 
instrurtion  at  the  Naval  Training  Camp  at  San  Diego,  led  the 
nursing  unit  into  foreign  duty.     She  wrote: 

United  States  Navy  Base  Hospital  No.  3  mobilized  at 
Philadelphia  during  the  month  of  December,  1917.  Until 
August  1,  1918,  the  nurses  did  temporary  duty  in  and  near 
Philadelphia.  On  August  1,  li'lH.  we  emlmrked  from  Nt*w 
York  on  the  British  transport  11.  M,  S.  MantUngo  for  Hali- 
fax, where  we  joined  a  British  convoy  of  twenty-one  ships, 
Seven  of  these  ships  were  transports  carrying  troope;  the 
rest  carried  freight. 

We  arived  at  Liverpcml,  August  15,  1918,  and  by  traitf 
arrived  at  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  early  the  next  morning. 
The  hospital  we  tw»k  over  had  l>eeD  under  the  British  Ad- 
miralty for  four  years.  In  anticipation  of  the  rhani:**,  the 
British  Admiralty  transferred  all  the  enlisted  men  patients 
to  (thisguw,  but  tliere  remained  alM)ut  Hfty  offleer-patient«. 
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The  building  in  pre-war  ilays  was  a  poorhousc.  It  waa 
well  built  and  so  arrnuf^ed  a«  to  adapt  itself  mortt  conven- 
iently for  a  hospital,  and  afforded  ample  room  for  seven  hun- 
dred and  fifty  patients.  The  Britisli  hospital  equipment  was 
established  in  the  building  and  all  uf  our  owu  equipment  Imd 
arrived  there  before  us.  Wc  insitnlled  our  own  and  aivepted 
enough  of  the  old  to  enable  us  to  carry  abont  seven  hundred 
and  fifty  patients.  Wc  found  our  ovn)  equipment  more  con- 
venient. P'or  instance,  our  beds  were  the  high  white  ho.spital 
beds;  the  old  ones  were  low  black  iron  cots.  We  also  had 
enough  white  paint  with  us  to  paint  the  walls,  which  had 
formerly  been  bright  and  striking  colors. 

The  nurses  of  Navy  Base  Hospital  No.  3  were  assigned  to 
comfortable  and  attractive  quarters,     ilisa  Dauscr  wrote: 

The  nurses  lived  iu  a  building  that  in  pre-war  days  had 
been  one  of  the  best  holels  in  the  suburb:^  *.ff  Edinburgh,  and 
was  about  three  miles  distant  fnmi  the  hospital.  A  birge  bus. 
similar  to  the  Fifth  .\veiiue  buses,  New  York,  made  regular 
trips  between  the  ho8]>ital  and  nurses'  quarters.  This  stretcii 
of  three  miles  was  considered  one  of  the  most  l)eautiful 
drives  from  Edinburgh.  We  were,  as  M'e  always  put  it, 
"loaned  to  the  British  Admiralty"  and  in  spite  of  four  years' 
hardships  in  England  and  Scotland,  they  .seemed  willing  and 
eager  ijo  give  us  thn  best  of  the  country  iu  aj>preciation  of 
our  services  to  their  wounded. 


United  States  Navy  Base  Hospital  No.  .*J  was  located  in 
Edinburgh  to  take  care  of  patients  sent  from  tlie  Orand  Fleet, 
which  was  then  operating  in  t!»e  North  Sea.  Miss  Dauser 
wrote  of  the  sick  and  wounded  who  were  sent  to  this  big  Ameri- 
can base: 


The  hospital  was  open  to  the  four  military  organizations, 
the  British  Navy  and  Army  and  the  American  Navy  and 
Army.  The  majority  of  N'aval  [>aticnts  were  iniluenxa  cases, 
but  bluejackets  were  only  a  small  per  cent  of  the  number  of 
patients  we  cared  for.  Soruetliing  like  seventy-five  per  cent 
of  the  capacity  of  th'_'  hospital  was  held  f(ir  the  Briti.'^h  Army; 
even  this  did  not  seem  sutticieut  and  the  wounded  would  over- 
flow this  percentage  most  of  the  time.  These  patients  came  to 
us  in  convoy  trains.  They  fuid  hecti  taken  off  the  battlefields 
about  three  days  before,  and  had  nothing  more  than  First 
Aid  at  the  field  etations.    Just  as  soon  as  wq  reported  pa- 
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tieute  OD  the  convaleseent  list,  they  were  traneferred  to  some 
convulesrent  home,  and  the  space  given  to  new  patients  arriv*^ 
ing  from  the  Channel  ports. 

Durin^f  the  entire  ptay  of  United  States  Navy  Base  Hospi- 
tal No.  5  at  Kdinhnrgh,  Scotland,  we  were  extremely  busy. 
Every  nurse  of  the  entire  nurKJng  staff  seemed  to  oompletely 
lose  hernelf  to  her  ward  an<i  ward-work.  The  spirit  of  the 
wounded  was  a  great  inspiration.  I  <lo  not  rememher  of  ever 
liaving  heard  a  complaint,  no  matter  how  trivial,  from  a 
patient. 


Tho  Naval  (coaling  l>ase  for  the  American  Navy  in  foreign 
waters  and  for  tlie  American  Kxpoditionary  Forces  was  estab- 
lished at  Cardiif,  Wales,  as  lias  been  stated  iu  this  chapter. 
Seventeen  Amerit-au  (fdliera  carried  Welsh  coal  taken  from  ihc'l 
mines  near  Cardiff  to  die  Atlantic  Fleet  in  the  North  Sea; 
eig!ity-two  other  American  ginvrnmont  vessels  which  were 
kuown  in  the  Navy  as  the  **Suicide  Patrol'*  because  of  their 
constant  trips  through  the  mine-infested  Channel,  carried  coal 
from  Cardiff  to  Brest,  Bordean.\,  Nantes,  and  St.  Nazaire  for 
the  use  t»f  the  American  Kxpeditionary  Forres  in  France.  Over 
two  thousand  bhiejat^ets  were  bast-d  on  Cardiff.  To  care  for 
cases  of  influenza  and  pneumonia  among  these  sailors,  the 
American  Red  Cross  eHtablislu'd  on  October  7,  1018,  a  hi>spitjtl 
and  dispenaarv  in  Park  Plat'c,  Cardiff.  Three  houses  adjoin- 
ing a  large  di8ns<Hl  acropbine  facTorv  \vhi<*h  served  as  a  Rt*d 
Cross  Chih  and  df»rmitory  for  American  sailors,  were  titted  up. 
Six  American  Ked  Cross  nwrses  were  detailed  to  service  there 
and  with  a  Navy  surgeon  and  several  hospitul  (Nirpsmon,  cared 
for  a  daily  average  of  forty  Ijcd  pntientH  aiu!  one  hundred  dis- 
pensary cases.  The  following  summary  of  their  activities  has 
been  given : 

So  active  was  the  port  of  Card  iff  that  while  the  Re<l  Crow 
was  on  dut>'  there,  more  than  100,0(K)  American  l>lur>jarkot5 
and  Naval  olliuers  entered,  ]mssed  through,  or  were  attached 
to  the  base.  Of  these,  the  American  Ited  Cross  gave  service 
of  some  type,  to  more  than  eiglity  per  cent.  It  cared  for  374 
patients — "SSO  of  them  "flu"  cases — in  its  own  hospital,  only 
nine  of  whom  died,  and  for  2H7  in  the  NavyV  sick-bay  at  Imse 
heathpmrters.  At  the  Red  Cross  dispensary  3G00  sailors 
received  treatment.*' 

""Tlw  PaaBinjr  Leglotu.**  G.  I*,  KUl'.  p.  2f»P.    Tlic  Mu^inillui  Co. 
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The  American  Red  Cross  Ilospital  at  Cardiff,  Wales,  was 
token  over  by  the  American  Navy  a  few  weeks  after  its  estab- 
lishment. Its  eapaeity  was  raised  to  two  hnudred  beds  and  it 
was  luuiutaiiied  as  a  naval  hospital  as  long  as  CardiB'  was  used 
as  a  coaling  base. 

The  last  Anioriean  Navnl  hospital  to  be  established  in  Great 
Britain  was  United  States  Navy  Haai^  Hospital  Nn,  4,  which  had 
been  organized  by  the  American  lied  Cross  from  personnel  of 
the  Rhode  Island  Hospital,  Providence,  K.  1.  Dr.  George  A, 
Mattingly  was  director,  and  Grace  Molntyre  was  chief  nurse 
of  this  unit  Miss  Mclntyre  was  graduated  from  the  Boston 
Lying-Iu  Hospital  and  for  twelve  years  did  private  duty  nurs- 
ing. She  was  a  student  of  the  Department  of  Nursing  and 
Health,  Teachers  College,  for  two  years,  and  then  returned  to 
her  alraa  mator  as  superintendent  of  nurses.  She  later  be- 
came assistant  superint^iudent  of  nurses  of  the  Rhode  Island 
Hospital  and  was  subae(|ueiitly  appointed  chief  nurse  of  Naval 
Base  Hospital  No.  4. 

After  service  in  various  naval  training  camps  and  stations  in 
the  United  States,  the  nurses  of  Navy  Base  Hospital  No.  4 
were  mobilized  September  12,  1918,  in  New  York.  Miss 
Maclntyre  wrote: 

We  sailed  September  23  on  au  English  ship,  the  Briion. 
The  personnel  un  Imaid  contiisted  of  2200  troops  luid  of  60 
women,  inrhuling  our  nurses  mu]  a  group  of  Hed  Cross  work- 
ers. A  diriijible  l>alloon  ami  a  group  of  airplanes  accom- 
panied us  out  of  the  htirbor  until  we  met  our  convoy  which 
coneij-ted  of  fourteen  trooj>  sliips,  one  cruiser  which  went 
ahead  of  us,  one  batt]c.«hip  which  guarded  our  rear,  four 
destroyers  and  eight  or  ten  submarine  chasers  which  left  us 
the  second  day  out.  This  convoy  carried  about  30,000  troops 
in  all. 

The  position  of  the  ships  was  interesting.  During  the  day 
they  separatiul  ^)  thnt  they  were  barely  pcrct*ptihle  to  each 
other.  Init  at  retreat  they  came  together  like  a  hen  with  a 
brood  of  chickens. 

On  October  2,  three  submarines  were  sighted.  On  October 
6.  a  wireless  was  received  nnnounciug  that  a  submarine  was 
after  the  Hriton,  While  at  dinner  that  evening,  we  received 
a  terrible  shock.  One  of  our  own  slilps,  the  Pauling,  rammed 
us,  destroying  one  of  our  lifp-l)oats  and  tearing  away  a  portion 
of  tlie  rail  from  one  of  the  decks.  When  tliis  happened,  per- 
fect silence  prevailed  in  the  dining  saloon.    A  general  pale- 
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ness  was  on  everyone's  face,  as  we  all  felt  that  we  had  beea^j 
torpedoefl.    Our  ship  soou  righted  herself  and  happiness  pel 
nieated  the  room  again. 

Spanish  influenza  broke  out  among  the  troops  on  the  Briton 
and  the  nursica  of  Navy  Base  U.o8pital  No.  4  volunteered  their 
services.    Miss  Maclntyre  wrote: 


.  .  .  The  medical  officer  in  charge  of  the  sick  men  invited 
me  to  inspect  the  patients,  men  from  the  3inth  Regiment  of 
Engineers,  from  California.  On  the  promenade  aft  deck  were 
about  tliirty  Pick  men,  lying  on  the  deck  with  notliing  under 
them  but  a  canvas  hammoi'k  or  a  blanket  serving  as  a  mat- 
tress. TJiey  were  so  close  togetlier  that  one  could  hardly  pass 
between  them. 

Within  forty-eight  hours,  one  hundred  and  sixty  cases  hud 
developetl.  Some  uf  these  men  were  running  high  tempera- 
tures and  many  of  them  were  in  great  pain.  At  first  the  very 
aick  patients  were  cared  for  in  the  sick-bay,  but  were  later 
taken  to  the  decks  of  the  ship  where  fresh  air  surrounded  the 
and  where  more  numi  was  available.  As  the  voyage  length- 
ened, the  weather  grew  more  severe  and  the  sea  more  rough. 
The  decks  wore  often  washed  by  the  waves  and  our  sick  mefl 
drenched  to  the  skin.  The  patients  were  then  moved  into  the 
otiieers'  smoking  saloon  and  into  tlie  main  sal<»ou  of  the  ship, 
where  we  were  able  to  make  them  more  comfortable. 

Colonel  Otwell^  in  conunand  of  the  319th  Engineers,  wrote: 

The  sick  report  of  the  troofvs  on  Iward  .  .  .  jumped  from 
6  to  1()0  in  forty-eight  hours.  Swing  the  <langer.  ^liss  Mnc- 
Intyre  and  her  co-workers  .  .  .  volunteered  their  serviced, 
with  the  result  that  what  was  chaos  (there  being  practically 
no  accommodntions  or  facilities  on  board  to  care  for  such 
numbers)  was  handled  in  what  I  consider  a  most  admirabls 
manner  under  the  circumstances.  They  have  worked  nighti 
and  day  in  the  coM  and  damp,  on  d*rks  that  wen*  being 
washed  hy  seas,  without  any  lights  whatsfHM'er.  exposed  to  the 
dangers  4)f  contttgion  with  a  deadly  malady  and  they  have 
rendered  these  services  most  cheerfully.  .  .  ." 

The  docking  at  Liverpool  was  Impressive,     Miss  MucTntyre 
wrote : 

"Report  wriltrn  October  7.  1918.  by  C  W.  Otwell,  Conimjinding  Troop* 
on  Boanl  II.  M.  T.  Hriton,  to  thv  Coiuiuuiiding  Oflicer,  U.  S.  Navy  Ba»e 
Hotpitjil.  No.  4.  Qiiernfltown,  Irrbind. 
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As  there  were  twenty-one  miles  of  docks,  it  took  ua  several 
houre.  We  passed  ships  of  men  in  our  familiar  khaki  uniform 
who  exchanged  enthusiastic  greetings.  Many  pleasant  ac- 
quaintances hnd  been  made  durin^r  t-*nr  troublesome  voyage, 
caused  by  the  illness  of  onr  men  and  by  the  extremely  rough 
weather.  Colonel  Otwcll  tailed  our  group  together  and  spoke 
most  feelingly  regarding  tlie  work  of  the  nurses,  and  when 
he  had  finished,  .  .  .  the  ship  rang  with  applause  from  offi- 
cers and  men. 

At  Liverpool  seven  nurses  of  our  unit  were  detached  and 
sent  to  Leith,  S(?otland,  and  four  others  to  Cardiff,  Wales. 
The  rest  of  us  soon  entrained  for  Queeustown,  Ireland.  .  .  . 

Our  hospital  was  opened  thirty  hours  after  our  arrival,  to 
meet  an  emergency  caused  by  the  Aquiidma,  M'hieh  rut  the 
Shaw,  a  destroyer,  in  half.  Several  men  had  been  killed  and 
about  twenty,  1  think,  injured.^*  Dr.  Carpenter,  our  com- 
manding officer,  was  much  pleust*d  with  the  manner  in  which 
the  nurses  threw  themselves  into  tho  work  after  their  strenu- 
ous voyages,  both  acros*i  the  Atlantic  and  the  Irish  Sea.  lie 
said:   **They  all  relrounded  like  rubber  balls." 

tJ.  S.  Navy  Base  Ilospitul  No.  4  was  established  at  Wliite- 
point,  one  of  the  most  beautiful  and  picturesque  spots  along 
the  Irish  coast.  The  hospitul  buildings  were  the  familiar  bar- 
rack hut  which  hnd  been  brouglit  from  tho  United  Stutcs.  The 
capacity  of  the  seven  wards  was  two  hmidrod  and  fifty  beds. 

The  patients  which  came  to  Navy  Base  Hospital  No.  4  were 
largely  influenza  eases,    iliss  Maclntyrc  wrote: 


Our  patient?  came  from  the  torpedo  base  just  across  the 
harbor  from  us,  from  the  Air  Station  at  Aghada,  thirty  miles 
from  Queenstowii,  from  the  Passage  Barrntks  two  miles 
north,  from  the  Air  Station  and  Pigeon  Carrier  Station  at 
Widdy  island,  eighty  miles  away,  and  from  our  own  sliips  in 
the  harbor.  There  were  two  large  thips.  the  DLvie  and  the 
Melvifle,  and  many  smaller  boats  stationed  in  the  harbor  near 
ufi  during  our  stay  in  Queenstown. 

Through  the  wor«t  i)art  of  the  epidemic,  we  loaned  a  few 
of  our  nurses  to  the  British  \aval  ITospital  across  the  harbor 
at  IToullx)wline.  They  had  a  hospital  of  eighty  beds  and  only 
two  graduate  nurses.  However,  they  had  twelve  splendid 
V.  A.  n/s.     This  ho;3pital  had  cared  for  our  sick  men  before 

""r.  8.  S.  Shaw  rollieion  with  tlie  Aquitania  October  9.  Iftlfl;  rteacl.  ten." 
R^rt  of  the  ^ccrctiirv  of  the  Nftvy,  1018,  p.  249.  List  of  injured  not 
ffivax. 
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we  had  nrrivetl  and  we  wore  only  too  glad  to  be  able  to  be  of 
serWre  to  thoiti.  W(»  also  sont  two  of  onr  nnrst»s  to  Widdv 
Island  eighty  rniles  away,  to  care  for  a  fow  patientfi  who  were 
too  ill  to  be  brought  to  iia  at  Whitopoint^  .  .  . 


Thn'i'  Ainrricau  Naval  hospitals*  in  whirh  Red  Cross  nurses, 
and  rogiilar  and  reserve  iiicmbers  of  the  Navy  Nurse  Corps 
served,  were  established  in  Franco  during  the  European  War. 
The  first  of  these  to  arrive  in  France  was  United  States  Navj' 
Base  Haspital  No.  1,  which  was  attaehed  to  the  United  States 
Marine  Corps.  When  the  Marines  were  brigaded  with  Perah- 
iDg'*8  divisions  in  the  autumn  of  1017,  Navy  Base  Hospital 
No.  1  was  assigned  to  duty  with  the  American  Expeditionary 
Forces  at  Angers,  and  later  at  Brest,  France.  The  s<'cond  Navy 
hospital  in  France  was  United  States  Navy  Base  Hospital 
No.  6,  which  served  the  American  Navy  based  on  Brest.  The 
third  was  established  by  the  American  Bed  Cross  Ciunmissiou 
near  Bordeaux  for  the  care  of  patients  from  the  Naval  fences 
operating  in  the  waters  near  the  southern  port.  Sick-bays  and 
dispensaries,  statfed  entirely  by  Naval  Hospital  corpsmcn,  were 
located  at  Lorient  and  Pauillac  and  ut  various  Naval  air  sta- 
tions along  the  c<»ast  of  France. 

Navy  Base  Hospitals  Nos.  1  and  5  were  uiobilized  in  Sep- 
tember, 1U17,  and  embarked  for  foreign  service  within  a  few 
weeks  of  each  other.  Although  Navy  Base  Hospital  No.  1  was 
the  first  to  arrive  in  France,  the  experiences  of  Navy  Base 
Hospital  No.  5  will  b<'  recounted  lirst  liecauso  No.  5  was  more 
typically  a  Naval  hospital.  As  the  sanitary  unit  of  tin*  Marine 
Corps,  Navy  Base  Hospital  No.  1  became  part  and  panrl  of 
the  American  Armies  when  the  Marines  were  assigiurd  to  land 
duty  in  Prance. 

United  States  Navy  Base  Hospital  No.  5  was  established  in 
October,  1917,  in  Brest.  The  professional  jM^rsi^unel  of  this 
unit  was  composed  largely  of  nurses  and  physicians  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Hospital,  Philadelphia,  Pa.;  Dr.  Rob- 
ert LeConta  was  director,  and  Alice  M.  Garrett  was  chief 
nurse. 

Mies  Garrett  was  graduated  from  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital, 
Philadelphia,  and  held  various  executive  positions  in  the  surgi- 
cal wards  there,  as  head  nurse  of  the  operating  riwm  and  as 
Msistant  to  the  superintendent  of  nurses,  Miss  I>un)op.  Miss 
Garrett   became   superintendent  of   nurses  of   the   Methodist 
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Episcopal  Hospital  in  Philadolphia  in  1906.  She  was  enrolled 
in  the  American  lied  Cross  Nursing  Service  in  1911  and 
served  as  head  nurse  of  the  Rod  (^n)88  field  hospital  a(  the 
Fiftieth  Anniversary  of  the  Battle  of  Gettysburg,  1913.  Three 
years  later,  she  organized  the  nursing  staff  of  Navy  Base  Hos- 
pital No.  f). 

The  nursing  staff  of  this  unit  were  mobilized  in  Philadel- 
phia in  Septembt^r,  1H17.     Miss  Garrett  wrote: 

On  Oc'tobtT  15,  1917,  we  were  ordered  to  New  York  by 
speiial  train.  We  went  directly  to  the  S.  S.  iSi.  Lmtia  and 
sailcri  the  Bame  Hfternoon  at  5  P.M. 

We  reached  Liverpool,  October  24,  1917;  at  3  P.M.  we  left 
for  South  Ilamptiin.  .  .  ,  We  reached  T^  Havre  without 
accident  and  entrained  for  Brest,  our  destination.  We 
spent  two  nights  and  one  and  a  half  days  making  this  trip 
which  usually  takes  a  few  hours. 

Navy  Basa  Hospital  No.  5  was  set  up  early  in  Novejuber, 
1917|  in  an  old  Carmelite  convent,  at  Brest.  Miss  Garrett 
wrote: 


The  building,  which  was  not  adapted  to  hospital  use,  was 
divided  into  many  small  rooms.  The  plumbing  was  of  the 
most  primitive  kind;  water  was  often  a  missing  quajitity. 
There  was  no  beauty  and  little  comfort  in  the  cold,  damp 
place,  yet  the  patients  were  happy,  appreciating  their  care 
and  treatment,  and  they  mostly  made  gotid  recoveries. 

With  tents  and  huts  in  the  grounds  surrounding  the  hos- 
pital, there  were  a<*coniniudatii>us  for  six  hundred  patients, 
the  sick  and  injured  of  the  Navy.  We  cared  for  the  men 
composing  the  crews  of  the  transports,  destroyers,  mine 
sweepers  and  Naval  men  stationed  in  and  around  Brest.  It 
was  the  Naval  Hospital  in  France.  .  .  . 

The  work  of  the  Navy  Nurse  Corps  was  perhaps  not  as 
spectacular  as  that  of  the  .\nny,  but  it  was  nevertheless  just 
as  needful.  Our  patients  were  survivors  from  torpedoed 
boats  or  lads  who  were  burned  from  explosions,  or  were 
almost  physical  wrecks  from  the  hard  lives  they  spent  on  the 
smaller  craft  used  as  destroyers  and  convoys.  It  was  always 
a  pleasure  to  minister  to  them ;  their  bravery  and  their  grati- 
tude were  boundless.  To  find  a  hospital  with  (as  the  Ikoys 
expressed  it)  real  American  nurses  meant  more  to  them  than 
thev  could  tell. 

Although  there  was  always  enough  to  do,  the  work  was 
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hanlpr  at  times  than  at  others.  Whenever  we  beard  of  a 
boat  being  torpedoed,  we  prepared  for  the  survivors;  our 
Naval  Base  was  the  best  equipped  on  the  French  roast.  Every 
tinu*  the  Itoys  went  out  they  never  expeeted  to  returiu  so  the 
smaller  vessels  were  lightly  called  the  *\Suicide  Fleet.'* 

Miss  Garrett's  report  contained  the  following  extract  from 
the  diary  of  one  of  tlie  imrsea  of  Navy  Base  No.  5, 

April  18,  1918:  This  morning  we  had  emergency  call, 
sixteen  burned  cases.    The  Florence  II.,  a  small  freiglit  boat 

belonging  to  the  Steamship  Company,  was  reported 

to  have  been  torpedoed.  The  accident  (which  is  now  gen- 
erally bdiexed  was  caused  by  a  time  l)omli  placed  in  the 
engine  room)  happened  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  out  to 
sea.  The  boat  luid  anchored  on  acfuunt  of  the  fog.  Tiie 
cargo  consisted  of  over  five  hundred  tons  of  ammunition 
purchased  by  our  Second  Tiii»erty  I^oan.  The  entire  crew 
was  lost  with  the  exception  of  thirty.'* 

These  survivors  were  frightfully  burned;  some  of  them 
bad  the  ends  of  their  lingers  drop  olT.  All  were  burned  on  the 
face,  chest  and  hands.  About  nix  are  so  ill  that  the  doctors 
give  little  hitpe.  It  is  a  sad  sight  to  see  tJiein  all  in  such 
horrihle  pain.  The  explosion  happened  at  ten  o'clock  at 
night,  and  the  crew  which  brought  the  survivore  in  said  the 
expbision  lit  up  the  sky  like  daylight. 

July  14,  im«:  To-night  twenty  survivors  were  brought  in 
from  the  We.ttover,  Four  were  wuundc<l  and  the  rest  were 
shocked  and  in  a  bad  condition  generally.  The  boat,  carrying 
munition.s  steel,  hos|>ital  supplies,  locomotives,  aiubulances, 
etc.,  was  making  her  maiden  triji.  She  was  with  a  convoy 
but  one  of  her  engines  became  disalded  and  slie  was  ft»rced  to 
lag  behind,  an  easy  target  for  tierman  U-boats.  Twice  the 
We»tover  wa(=  torjiedoed,  forty  minutes  apart.  8fae  went  down 
at  once  after  the  second  shot. 

The  crew  took  to  lifeboats  and  were  afloat  from  Thursday 
morning,  duly  II.  when  they  were  struck,  until  Snuday  night, 
July  14.  when  they  nrrived  at  our  base.  They  were  four 
hundred  milc^  out  from  the  French  coast  and  never  sighted  a 
boat  until  a  Fren^-h  sailing  vessel  picked  them  up  ten  miles 
off  sliftre  and  brought  them  in.  The  cajnain  of  the  \yf:ittoter 
was  an  old  salt;  he  had  been  in  the  Merchant  Marine  service 
thirty-one  years  and  in  the  Hrst  life  lioat  lie  had  guided  them 
by  the  stars. 

"  Si'vciHi'rn  men  of  \hv  crew  of  the  fl.  8,  Flotrner  ff.  were  lost     Rvpurt 
of  Uio.  Secrcury  of  the  Kary,  1018.  p.  240. 
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They  had  a  little  liardtat-k  and  a  small  amount  of  water, 
but  as  they  did  not  know  how  long  they  might  be  at  sea,  they 
used  very  little  of  this  supply.  It  had  poured  rain  for  two 
nights  and  days,  and  tliey  had  no  protection  whatever.  They 
sang  all  the  way  "Pull  for  the  shore,  sailorn,  pull  for  the 
shore.'*  They  arrived  at  Brest,  cold  and  wet  to  the  skin  and 
nearly  starved. 

We  fed  them  hot  roffee,  eggs  and  toast,  gave  them  each  a 
hot  shower  and  put  Ihem  in  clean  beds.  Several  had  had 
scalp  wounds  which  needed  attention,  two  had  been  severely 
bumed  on  the  face,  hands  and  feet,  and  one  with  a  fractured 
hip  had  suffered  intensely.  Two  were  given  antitoxin  serum 
as  they  ran  a  risk  of  getting  tetanus  under  the  circumstances. 
Many  were  given  sedatives  for  shock.  Poor  lads,  it  was  sur- 
prising how  cheerful  they  were.  There  are  still  three  life 
boats  missing;  the  destroyers  have  gone  out  for  them  at  once. 

July  15 :  This  afternoon  fourteen  more  of  the  Westoi^er  sur- 
vivors came  in.  and  to-night  tifty  more,  now  making  eighty- 
four  in  all.  The  entire  crew,  witli  the  exception  of  about 
twelve,^"  which  were  lost  in  the  explosion,  are  now  accounted 
for.  We  had  to  discharge  a  number  of  the  survivors  of  the 
transport  Coiiiujton  to  the  receiving  station  to  make  room  for 
them.  It  was  well  pasi  midnight  before  we  had  them  settled 
down. 

The  mascot  was  saved  and  he  was  brought  to  the  hospital 
and  cared  for.  They  would  not  leave  the  faithful  dog  behind. 
They  were  cheerful  in  epite  of  their  wounds  and  so  grateful 
for  all  we  did  for  them.  These  last  survivors  were  almost 
five  days  in  the  life  boats.  They  will  be  fitted  out  with  new 
clothing  by  the  Red  Cross  and  when  ready  for  duty  will  go 
back  again  at  the  old  post. 

A  second  American  hospital  to  be  established  in  France  for 
the  care  of  sick  and  wounded  of  the  American  Navy  was  Ameri- 
can Red  Cross  Hospital  No.  100,  which  was  established  in 
January,  1918,  in  the  picturesque  Chateau  Beaucaillon^  on  the 
Gironde  River,  near  Bordeaux.  Lieutenant  Colonel  C.  C. 
Burlingame  wrote ; 

Among  the  earliest  of  the  hospital  formations  of  the  Red 
Cross  was  Amerii-jin  Red  Cross  Hospital  No.  100,  installed  in 
the  Chateau  Beauc«illon,  near  St.  Julien  (Gironde),  near 
enough  to  Bordeaux  to  be  easily  accessible  to  the  Navy.    This 

"  Eight  men  of  the  crew  of  the  8.  S.  Wt^tovcr  were  lost.  Report  of  tha 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  1918,  p.  242. 
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hospital  was  operated  for  the  Navy,  wliich  supplied  the  actual 
medical  personnel,  exclusive  of  nurses.  ...  So  great  was  the 
need  and  so  effective  the  work  done  here  that  it  was  later 
expanded  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  beds  by  the  erection  of 
tents  on  the  grounds,  to  take  care  of  an  epidemic  which  oc- 
curred among  the  Navy  pernonnel.  .  .  . 

A  (jumraarized  report  of  this  hospital  for  six  months  ending 
December  .11,  1918,  ig  as  follows:  Hospital  days,  22.8»J4; 
Patients  admitted,  703;  Patients  evai  iiiittMl,  1517;  Patients 
returned  to  duty,  440;  Patients  died,  21)5.'^ 

Convalescent  patients  of  the  American  Navy  were  admitted 
to  the  American  Red  Cross  convalescent  homes  already  de- 
scribed in  Chapter  VI.  Bluejackets  were  entertained  largely 
at  Convalescent  Home  No.  1,  located  in  the  Chateau  do  Beyche- 
ville,  at  St.  Julien,  Gironde;  at  C-onvalescent  Home  No.  3 
which  had  been  established  in  the  Hotel  Regina,  Biarritz;  and 
at  Convalescent  Home  No.  3,  which  was  located  in  the  Hotel 
de  la  Source,  Morgat,  near  nrt»st. 

Navy  nurses  were  assigned  to  duty  in  Guam,  an  insular 
possession  of  the  United  States  which  was  Io<;atc'd  r»n  the  direct 
water  path  between  the  Huwaiiun  and  Pliilijipim*  lalauds  and 
they  expcrienecd  unusually  interf*Hting  and  picturesque  service. 
Fredericji  Braun  (Columbia  Hospital  for  Women  and  Chil- 
dren, Washington,  D.  C.)  wrote,  in  the  Military  Number  of 
the  Journal: 

The  Naval  Hospital  in  Guam  differs  from  any  other  hospi- 
tal in  the  Naval  service.  OfRcer^  and  their  families,  eivilianSi 
enlisted  men,  and  the  native*!  of  the  islands,  all  depend  on  the 
United  States  &[edical  Corps  and  nurses  for  medical  care. 
There  is  a  small  private  hospital,  "Susanna,"  in  part  endowed 
and  also  .sup|)ortcd  by  fees  from  the  patients;  a  ward  fur 
enlisted  men  and  two  native  wards^  one  fur  men  aud  boys  i 
over  ten.  and  the  other  for  women  and  ehildren. 

The  hospital  is  situate*!  iu  a  beautiful  part  of  Agana,  the 
capital  of  the  Inland,  with  a  population  of  five  thousand 
natives  and  alxjut  one  hundred  Americans.  The  nurses'  duty 
ia  varied  and  interesting  and  is  an  excellent  field  for  the 
nurse  who  has  or  desires  experience  in  public  health  and 
welfare  work;  there  is  also  experience  in  nursing  tropical 
diseases.  I*>om  thirty  to  f-^rty  fhildren  are  always  having  the 
treatment ;  as  fast  as  one  set  is  ready  to  go  out  another  comes 

""Military  HiBtory  of  the  American  Red  Cross  in  Fnmee,"  p.  60. 
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in.  The  treatment  lasts  from  ten  days  to  three  weeks,  and 
while  the  children  arc  there  they  arc  cxaminetl  very  much  as 
we  would  school  cliiMren  in  the  States. 

When  the  Americanj*  first  took  over  the  Island  in  1898  the 
mortality  from  childbirth  and  amoiit;  infants  was  appalling. 
A  training  school  was  started  by  the  Medical  Corps  for  native 
nurses;  since  the  Navy  Nurse  Corps  was  established  part  of 
the  duty  of  Navy  Nurses  in  Guam  is  to  train  these  young 
women  as  midwives.  The)'  do  remarkably  well  in  this  line, 
and  if  anything  abnomia!  occurs  they  rush  their  patient  at 
once  to  tlte  hospit-ul,  sometimes  by  automobile,  sometimes  on 
a  stretcher^  very  often  in  bull  carts,  occasionally  in  fish  nets. 

As  a  race,  the  Chumnrros  are  superstitious  and  have  been 
taught  that  an  evil  spirit  will  get  them  if  they  leave  window 
or  door  open  at  niglit.  As  the  liouscs  are  most  primitive, 
having  usually  but  two  rooms,  with  the  entire  family  sleeping 
on  straw  mats  on  the  floor,  tuberculosis  claims  many  victims. 

There  arc  queer  accident  cases;  such  as  injuries  from 
being  gored  by  caraboas  and  falls  from  wcoanut  trees  causing 
unusual  fracture  coraplicationa;  also  there  are  serious  infec- 
tions from  fish  bites. 

Navy  nurses  stationed  at  Guam  found  lunpk^  opportunity  for 
recreation.    Alias  Brann  wrote: 


For  araunement  there  is  tennis,  swimming,  automobiling, 
walking,  dancing  and  moonlight  picnics.  Every  afternoon, 
machines  run  from  Agana  to  Piti  for  swimming;  the  water 
at  Piti  is  deep  and  still.  Dances  at  Dorn  Ilall  are  held  every 
week,  with  music  by  the  Marine  Band,  The  picnics  are  the 
best  kind  uf  fun,  with  the  moonlight  shining  on  the  white 
beach  and  the  sea  sounding  on  the  reef.  .  .  .  The  darkness 
comes  quickly  in  the  tropics,  with  no  twilight,  like  a  curtain 
let  down.  In  the  natives*  houses  appear  (an4ile  lights  or  tiny 
lamps,  and  the  white  roads  and  beaches  gleam  against  the 
dark  palms — a  fairy  land.  .  .  . 

On  night  duty,  one  hears  the  sea  all  the  time  and  every 
other  sound  is  stillpil ;  early  in  the  morning,  before  it  is  light, 
the  natives  so  slip-slip  to  church,  a  never-ending  procession. 
Then  quickly  comes  the  splendid  sunrise. 


As  was  previously  stated,  the  first  and  largest  Naval  hospital 
■  to  arrive  in  France  was  United  States  Navy  Base  Hospital 
I  No.  1,  which  was  attached  to  the  United  States  Marine  Corps, 
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This  unit  was  also  the  first  base  hospital  which  the  Red  Cross 
organized  for  the  Nav>'  Department.  Its  parent  institution 
was  the  Brooklyn  Hospital,  Brof)klj'n,  N.  Y.  Dr.  William  C. 
Brinsmade  was  director,  and  Frances  F.  Van  Ingen,  chief 
nurse. 

Following  her  graduation  from  the  Brooklyn  School  of 
Nursing,  Miss  Van  Ingen  did  private  duty  and  institutional 
lursing  in  Ohio  and  Minnesota.  She  was  a  mcmlRT  of  the 
Yvetot  Unit  which  National  Headquarters  assigned  to  duty  in 
February,  1015,  at  the  Alliance  Hospital,  Yvetot,  France.  She 
returned  to  the  United  States  in  April,  li)10,  and  as  superin- 
tendent of  nurses  of  the  Brooklyn  Hospital,  organized  the 
nursing  staff  of  Navy  Base  Hospital  No.  1. 

Navy  Base  Hospital  No.  1  was  ordered  to  mobilize  on  Sep- 
tember 11,  1917.    Miss  Van  Ingen  wrote: 

At  noon  on  September  11th,  while  1  was  stationed  at  the 
United  iStates  Navy  lIoHpital,  Brooklyn,  the  commanding; 
oflReer  told  me  to  have  forty  nurses  ready  to  sail  for  Krani'c 
in  two  days.  It's  »;till  hazy  in  my  n»iiid  just  what  diil  hap|>eu 
during  those  two  days.  Kind  people  helped  me  'phone,  others 
loaned  their  autoniubilos  or  ran  errands  themselves^  the  Red 
Crnss  stretched  fortli  its  mighty  arm  and  tike  full  equipment^ 
including  the  uniforms,  appeared. 

On  Septemljer  14,  1917,  the  unit  left  Grand  Central 
Station.  It  wai*  early  enough  in  the  war  for  our  uniforms  to 
be  new  to  the  public.  A  regular  offirer  of  the  Nnvy,  Dr.  L.  S. 
Von  Wudikind,  with  Dr.  Vickery,  took  charge  of  the  unit. 
Our  dej*tination  was  the  Navy  Yard  at  Philadelphia  and  we 
walked  from  the  train  to  the  U.  S.  S.  Ilen/femotu  It  was  tho 
first  time  ollicers  and  crew  had  ever  had  women  traveling  with 
them  and  the  nurses  found  things  as  interesting  as  the  crew 
found  us. 

The  following  Sunday  evening,  the  Sixth  Division  of 
Marines  came  alxmnl.  al>out  1500  men  under  Major  Hughes. 
Comparatively  few  of  this  divieion  lived  tn  come  hack.  Two- 
thirds  of  the  orticers  Wf*re  killed.  After  the  Armistice  Colonel 
Hughes  panned  through  our  hiis])ilal  on  rruli-hos  on  his  way 
back  to  the  United  Stales,  a  mere  sliadow  of  his  former  vig- 
orous srlf. 

Monday  morning  we  slipped  from  our  moorings  out  be- 
tween tJie  meu-o'-war.  On  every  side  could  l»e  heard  the 
music  of  two  or  three  hands,  the  shrill  whistles  of  Navy  and 
harbor  craft,  the  cheering  of  the  dackies.  .  .  • 
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In  our  convoy  was  the  Cruiser  San  Diego^^  with  its  great 
observation  ballmm  which  was  up  most  of  the  time;  two 
destroycTs;  a  tanker;  unrl  two  transports,  the  Finland  and 
the  AntilUs,  which  was  sunk  on  her  return  trip. 

I  was  told  one  morning  to  assemble  all  nurses  in  the  mess 
hall  for  "Inspection.''  Every  one  was  to  be  in  dress  uniform, 
which  int^Inded  hats  and  gloves.  At  the  appointed  hour  we 
gathere<l  together  very  solemnly  and  proceeded  to  wait. 
After  two  hours,  the  inspecting  party  approached.  All  the 
officers  were  dret^sed  in  blue  and  white  and  gold,  with  swords 
buckled  at  their  sides,  and  white  gloves  on  their  hands.  They 
filed  through  one  door,  took  a  searching  look  at  us,  and  eai'h, 
according  to  his  rank,  filed  through  the  other  door  and  out  of 
sight.  It  was  awe  inspiring!  I  don't  know  what  became  of 
those  Bwordp  and  white  gloves;  they  never  graced  another 
inspection.  We  surely  took  ourselves  seriously  at  tirst.  We 
had  "(^^n^ters"  at  i):15  A.M.;  "Abandon  Ship**  at  9:30;  deck 
drill  at  10;  with  "Sick  Call"  at  the  same  time  for  those  not 
feeling  well. 

The  Hefiderson  docked  at  St.  Nazaire,  France,  on  Octo- 
ber 4,  and  the  personnel  of  United  States  Navy  Base  Hospital 
No.  1  proceeded  the  next  day  to  Angers  in  the  Department 
Manie-et-I^ire,  France. 

The  Marines^  to  whom  Navy  Base  Hospital  No.  1  was  at- 
tached, were  brigaded  in  the  full  of  1*J17  with  the  American 
Expeditionary  Forces  and  the  unit,  though  still  under  tlie  com- 
mand of  a  Navy  ofHcer,  was  taken  over  by  the  Army.  Hence 
this  Naval  unit  was  temporarily  assigned,  until  the  end  of 
November,  1917,  to  statT  the  Mongazon,  a  future  Army  base 
hospital  at  Angers,  Of  their  arrival  there,  Miss  Van  lugeu 
wrote ; 

It  was  extremely  weird  in  that  station  at  midnight.  We 
were  led  through  the  small  emergency  hospital  in  one  part  of 
the  building,  where  dim  lights  showed  us  soldiers  and  nurses 
in  the  French  uniforms;  everythiiig  crude  and  rather  dirty. 
The  only  means  of  reaching  our  destination,  two  miles  outside 
the  city,  was  by  walkinj^.  So  we  filed  through  the  dark, 
narrow  streets  of  Angers,  and  the  shuttered  houses  and  silent 
streets  left  a  dream-like  impression  with  me — so  unreal  from 
the  bustling  Angers  by  day. 
"Later  sunk  by  a  German  vubmarine. 
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We  were  given  a  great  building,  the  Mougazon,  formerly  an 
old  fichool  for  priests.  Tho  builiHji^s  and  grounds  were 
ideally  situated  for  the  splendid  hospital  it  was  aftcrwarda 
made  into. 

We  nursefi  were  apportionBtl  to  the  top  floor  of  one  of  the 
vings  of  the  Mon^'azon.  Here  forty  nuntei*  found  forty 
French  beds,  forty  small  bedside  tal)IeK,  forty  chairs  in  one 
large  dormitory,  and  c'eat  tout.  A  small  room  was  given  me. 
Across  the  hall  frum  it  was  a  wash-room  with  a  stone  floor,  a 
long  narrow  tin  trough  ilown  the  center  and  a  pipe  with  tea 
tiny  water  taps  sus|>endcd  alcove  it.  And  again  c'est  tout. 
As  I  made  my  rounds,  my  heart  frosie  within  me.  TTow  could 
forty  grown  womciu  tlie  sprightly  and  the  silent,  the  tidy  and 
the  thoughtless,  the  tranquil  and  the  turbulent,  room  here 
together?  In  answer  to  most  of  my  requests,  it  was  either 
"Now  you  must  remember  that  this  is  war/*  or  "I  hardly 
think  that  the  nurses  watk  that/' 

Not  that  there  was  much  complaining,  however;  the  nurses 
were  really  very  game  and  sporty.  Baths  were  our  greatest 
diHiculties.  On  the  ground  floor  at  the  extreme  end  of  the 
building  were  two  small  rooms  with  a  tin  bathtub  in  each 
and  a  hot  water  geyser  over  one;  this  geyser  was  expected  to 
supply  hot  water  to  both  tubs.  Everyone  was  warned  to  follow 
directions  of  operations  very  closely  and  all  went  well  for  two 
weeks.  Then  a  nurse  mismanaged,  there  was  a  loud  explosion 
and  the  geyser  was  a  wreck !  After  that  we  walked  about  two 
miles  to  Angers  with  our  own  towels  and  soap,  waited  half  an 
hour  or  80  at  a  public  bath  and  had  a  clean  comfortable  bath 
and  walked  back  again. 

During  the  last  week  in  November,  1917,  the  personnel  of 
Navy  Base  Hospital  No,  1  was  ordered  to  permanent  quarters 
at  Brest  The  Pittsburgh  Unit,  United  States  Army  Base  Ho»« 
pital  No,  27,  had  l)een  assigned  to  the  Mongazon  at  Angert 
and  desired  io  take  over  their  permanent  (pmrters.  Moreover, 
the  twenty  additional  nurses  of  Navy  Base  Hospital  No,  1  who 
had  been  left  in  the  United  States  when  the  majority  of  the 
unit  sailed,  arrived  on  the  U.  S.  S.  V<m  Steuben  and  the  nurs- 
ing atatr  of  Navy  Base  Hospital  No.  1,  thus  re-united,  pro- 
ceeded to  Brest.    Miss  Van  Ingen  wrote  of  their  arrival: 

T  will  never  forget  my  feelings  when  we  marched  to  the 
hospital  which  was  to  bo  ours  for  eleven  months;  it  w  closely 
resembled  the  Raymond   Street  jail  in  Brooklyn.  .  .  .  Thil 
building  had  been  used  originally  as  a  achuol  for  boys,  tbs 
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Petit  Lyc6e.  Since  the  war  the  French  had  "ueed  it  for  a 
hospital  and  their  evaouation  to  make  room  for  us  was  de- 
layed until  a  young  Frcndi  lad  made  complete  his  great  sacri- 
fice for  France. 

The  buildings  covered  fthniit  two  hundred  square  feet  and 
had  been  erected  about  two  courts  in  which  we  afterwards  jjut 
up  tents  and  barracks  to  increase  the  number  of  our  beds. 
The  main  part  of  the  building  had  four  floors  above  the 
ground  floor.  Besides  isolation  tents,  sick  officers'  and  sick 
nurses'  quarters,  we  liad  seven  wards  in  alt,  which  accommo- 
dated from  ten  to  one  hundred  beds  each. 


The  nurses  of  Navy  Base  Hospital  No.  1  accepted  their  new 
quarters  with  the  same  good  humored  sportsmanship  which  they 
had  shown  at  Angers.    Miss  Van  Ingen  wrote : 

In  the  far  corner  of  the  larger  court,  with  its  windows  over- 
looking the  court  dWujou  and  the  Bay,  I  was  given  a  few 
rooms  for  nineteen  nurses.  Seven  were  in  three  unfinished 
attic  rooms,  with  dormer  windows.  The  other  rooms  held 
from  one  to  two  each- 

The  lower  part  of  a  Convent,  three  blocks  from  the  hospital, 
which  included  a  large  chapel,  five  fairly  large  bed-rooms  and 
two  or  three  small  ones  had  been  rented  for  the  remainder  of 
the  nurses.  Twenty-two  nurses  were  crowded  into  the  chapel, 
four  and  five  in  each  of  the  bed-rooms,  that  shouhl  have  held 
only  two.  The  Red  Cross  helped  us  out  wonderfully  in  adding 
a  few  comforts;  they  provided  easy  chairs,  a  number  of 
screens,  to  furnish  a  little  privacy,  three  wash  basins  and  a 
bath  tub,  hot  water  heater,  gas  stove,  sash  curtains,  hand 
basins  and  pitchers,  a  few  mirrors,  china  dishes  to  replace  the 
tin  ones  we  were  using,  and  a  little  later  a  piano.  The 
pleasant,  free  way  in  which  the  Red  Cross  gave  to  us  came  as 
balm ;  never  once  was  it  said  that  we  did  not  "rate**  these 
comforts,  but  rather  ''^Is  there  anything  else  that  you  need?" 

The  nurses  were  wonderful  about  making  the  Iwst  of  trying 
situations  and  there  were  many  of  them.  First  and  worst 
was  the  question  of  heating.  .  .  .  Another  distressing  circum- 
stance were  the  night  prowlers — cats,  mice  and  men.  Our 
rooms  were  on  the  ground  floor.  The  windows  opened  right 
on  the  street  and  our  entrance  door  on  the  garden.  Much  to 
the  horror  of  the  people  of  Brest,  we  refused  to  sleep  behind 
those  window  shutters  made  of  solid  wood.  Lattice  shields 
were  put  half  way  up  the  windows,  but  they  failed  to  keep 
out  the  cats,  who  walked  off  with  delectable  "eats,"  or  to 
prevent  the  Frenchmen  from  climbing  to  the  window  ledges 
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and  attempting  to  scramble  over.  The  garden  entrance  was 
rather  more  of  a  menaoe,  for  we  many  timeH  had  actually  to 
turn  out  of  our  hnll  and  bed-rooms  iutoxieated  soldiers  and 
sailors.  Nothing  even  approaching  a  serious  situation  ever 
hnppencd;  they  were  iu  fact  often  more  ludicrous  than  alarm- 
ing, but  I  never  retired  at  bedtime  that  I  did  not  hope  the 
night  would  pass  without  someone  being  drea<1fuily  fright- 
ened. The  mice  and  rats  are,  of  course,  a  part  of  French 
housekeeping.  An  occa.«ionnl  shriek  or  squeal  wouhl  be  heard 
at  night  in  the  room  next  to  mine,  induced  by  the  travels  of 
some  mouse  across  the  pillow  of  a  nurse  or  a  too  venturesome 
one  getting  his  feet  tangled  in  her  hair. 

Our  garden  was  our  chief  joy.  It  was  a  really  French  one, 
with  all  that  implies,  hidden  behind  a  thick  wall  ten  feet 
high  with  fruit  trees  and  rose  vines  trained  against  it.  wind- 
ing paths  around  rather  neglected  flower  beds,  splendid  trees 
that  gave  shade  or  shelter  and  a  little  screen  door  that  opened 
ou  to  an  unpaved  lane.  .  .  . 


Nurses  and  hospital  c^orpamen  of  the  Brooklyn  Unit  imme- 
dintely  undertook  the  renovation  of  their  new  hospital.  How- 
ever, Paris  head(|uarter8  on  December  "iOth  ordered  thirty 
nurses  on  detached  duty  to  Camp  Coetquidan,  then  the  largest 
American  artillery  training  center  in  France,  Anna  Burges 
was  chosen  head  nurse. 

Of  the  heavy  work  which  confronted  the  depleted  nursing 
staff  at  Navy  Base  Ko.  1  at  this  time,  Miss  Van  Ingen  wrote: 

The  demand  on  our  unit  to  send  these  thirty  nurses  to 
Camp  Coetquidan  came  just  when  our  hospital  was  filling 
ra]>idly  with  stevedores  and  men  from  the  transports,  all,  of 
course,  nuMlical  cases.  The  States  were  sending  over  majiy  of 
their  colored  regiments,  and,  as  all  the  stevedores  were  of  that 
race,  two-thirds  of  our  heds  had  black  faces  on  the  white 
pillows.  The  wards  were  not  yet  fully  equipped,  many  very 
necessary  articles  were  still  unpacked  in  the  store  rooms; 
tlie  galley  was  in  need  of  stoves;  half  the  nurses  were  doiug 
detached  duty  and  we  had  an  average  of  ten  sick  in  nurses' 
sick  quarters.  Add  to  this  n  hospital  full  of  black  men,  sick 
with  mumps,  measles,  meningitis.  .  .  . 

Our  most  seriousi  cases  were  the  measles  and  meningitis, 

especially    the    measles    cases   coming    from    the    transports. 

[i         The  transporting  of  them   from  the  siiips  to  the  hospital 

[,         proved  fatal  to  many.    They  were  carrie<l  from  the  ship  to 

the  WghWTy  from  the  lighter  to  the  dock,  from  the  dock  to 
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ambulance,  from  ambulance  to  hospital.  It  eometimes  took 
from  six  to  eigljt  hours  to  accomplish  this.  At  this  time 
these  lightpTK  were  uiicoverefl  boats,  mere  barizee,  so  that 
these  sick  boys  were  ex[K'tfe(l  for  hours  to  the  cob!  and  rain. 

The  work  uf  the  luirjues  and  corpsmen  was  nmfle  exception- 
ally hard  through  the  lack  of  elevators.,  dumb-waiters,  toilet 
facilities  and  rujinin)i  water.  The  city  of  Brest  had  nearly 
three  times  its  normal  population  to  supply  with  water,  bo 
there  was  con.^tantly  a  fear  of  a  water  famine.  Sometimes, 
without  tije  slightest  warning,  the  water  would  be  shut  off  for 
days.  We  would  have  to  send  out  relays  of  French  women 
and  corpsmen  with  great  varieties  of  pitchers  and  tubs  to 
bring  back  all  they  could  from  remote  public  fountains.  On 
each  door  we  had  l>ath  tuhs  placed  near  a  tap,  so  that  when 
the  water  was  turned  on  by  the  city  at  night  we  could  collect 
some  and  have  it  for  the  moruing  toilets  and  cleaning.  It 
seemed  the  irony  of  fate  that  with  the  sky  constantly  pouring 
down  water  on  our  heads  that  the  city  pipes  should  be  so  often 
dry — about  the  only  thing  dry  in  Brest. 

Our  second  greatest  difficulty  was  the  lack  of  good  plumb- 
ing. Brest  does  not  possess  sewage;  each  building  has  Ha 
own  cess  pool.  These  had  to  he  emptied  by  the  city  at  our 
own  expense;  generally  not  until  we  had  notified  the  authori- 
ties many  times  and  waiteil  until  the  cess  pools  were  over- 
flowing and  the  toilets  were  hacking  up  and  out  of  use,  would 
they  pay  the  slightest  attention  to  our  demands. 

WTien  this  hapy>eued,  and  it  seimied  to  he  happening  all  the 
time,  it  made  necessary  the  carrying  down  from  the  upper 
floors  of  all  excreta.  I  am  sure  few  corpsmen  worked  any 
harder  than  ours.  All  the  stretcher  cases  had  to  be  carried 
up  aiul  down  the  one.  two  or  three  long  flights  of  stairs. 
Food,  water,  <'oal  nm]  refuse  had  to  be  taken  care  of  in  the 
same  way.  By  ronifmrison  with  the  men  in  the  trenches, 
their  work  was  cliildV  play,  Ijut  for  most  of  llic  l>oys  with  us 
the  work  was  such  as  they  had  never  done  before  and  it  was 
hard  and  not  very  pleasant. 


During  the  spring  of  1918,  the  Amcricnn  transports  began  to 
take  ba<»k  to  America  tlie  "Class  D"  men  and  Navy  Base  Hos- 
pital No,  1,  which  was  then  the  only  American  hospital  in  Hrcst 
serving  the  American  Army,  was  crowded  with  patients.     An 

;  Army  camp  on  the  outskirts  of  Brest  was  opened  in  April, 
1918,  and  later  another  was  established  at  Kehuron,  a  town 
near  Brest,  and  later  several  of  the  largest  base  hospitals  of 

I)  the  Army  were  grouped  here  to  care  for  troops  of  the  American 


740  HISTORY  OF  AMERICAN  RED  CROSS  NURSING 

Expeditionary  Forces  returning  to  America  after  the  signing 
of  the  Armistice. 

During  the  summer  of  1918,  Bre«t  and  its  environs  were 
crowded  with  American  troops.  Over  300,000  American  sol- 
diers, it  may  be  remembered,  were  carried  to  France  in  Julji 
191S.  At  the  same  time  that  the  wards  of  Navy  Base  Hospital 
No.  1  were  filled  with  medical  and  accident  cases  among  these 
troops,  the  German  drives  on  Paris  were  gn^atly  overtaxing 
the  medical  and  nursing  facilities  of  the  Army  and  the  Red 
Cross.  Nursre  were  at  a  premium,  lM)tli  in  the  zone  of  the  base 
and  of  the  advance,  so  operating  teams  wcri^  organizt^d  from 
Navy  Base  Hospital  No,  1  and  sent  to  Orleans,  to  Paris  and  to 
the  front. 

Of  the  work  which  confronted  the  depleted  nursing  staff  at 
Navy  Base  Hospital  No.  1  at  Brest,  Miss  Van  Lngen  wrote: 


It  was  during  these  months,  when  we  were  so  short  of 
nuntes  and  corpsmen,  that  our  work  was  heaviest.  American 
troops  were  pouring  mto  Brest  from  May  to  November.  Forty 
thouHand  were  camped  in  and  around  Brest  in  the  early  part 
of  June,  1918.  Consequently  our  beds  were  filled  with 
sick.  If  it  had  not  been  that  nurses  were  boinj^  sent  over  on 
these  transports  at  the  snme  time,  we  would  not  have  becu 
able  to  keep  up  tlie  high  standard  of  nureiug  we  had  sot  our- 
selves. These  transient  nurses  were  detailed  to  help  us  while 
they  wailed  for  further  orders.  As  it  was,  the  hours  were 
long.  These  transient  nurse^t  would  just  about  have  learned 
the  routine  and  have  gotten  into  the  swing  of  the  work,  when 
their  call  wouKl  come  and  they  would  go,  leaving  us  to  face 
twelve,  fourteen  or  Hixteen  hours  without  time  off. 

In  Septemlier  we  began  to  get  tlie  '^Ilu''  casos  from  the 
States.  Men  hrou^lit  in  off  the  battletields  shattered  and 
bleeding  were  not  as  tragii*  to  me  ai;  these  tlmt  came  from  our 
own  shipfi.  Men  witli  tlie  pallor  of  death  on  their  facea, 
laboring  for  air,  yet  Ix'gging  for  f(Kxl,  their  lips  imd  tongues 
80  glued  together  thry  cimld  hardly  artirulate,  and  before 
could  care  for  them  they  would  be  out  of  their  agony,  l)eYond' 
the  want  of  fiv»d  and  water.  Many  died  on  their  way  to 
hot*pital  i>r  as  they  were  put  on  their  bedt*.  ...  I  think  w# 
all  fl^ed  with  the  AwftdnesK  of  it,  and  have  our  nights  haunttnl' 
with  the  memoriea  of  those  weeks. 


: 


The  first  detachment  of  nursea  who  were  sent  from  Navy 
Base  Hospital  No.  1  left  Brest  April  0,  1918,  for  apn'ice  witli 
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the   French  at  Orleans.     Anne  Biirgt^a  was  among  the  four 
nurses  who  saw  service  there  and  she  wrote  of  their  exptiriences : 


Upon  the  arrival  of  Dr.  Brinsniade,  his  assistant  and  a 
few  corpsnien  (at  Orloaiis),  a  pavilion  atconimodating  168 
patients  was  assignerl  to  him.  This  pavilion  had  been  entirel}' 
equipped  by  the  Araericau  Red  Cross  with  the  cue  exception 
of  beds.  .  .  . 

When  a  convoy  of  wounded  were  brought  in,  the  system 
adopted  was  excellent.  Everyone  expected  to  work  and  did 
80  until  all  the  men  were  cared  for.  .  .  . 

After  the  fire^t  two  months  the  nurses  did  all  hut  the  mo8t 
Berious  dressings. 

The  ward  nursing  was  done  by  volunteer  Freiieh  nurses, 
with  chambermaids  tu  keep  the  wards  clean.  Nearly  all  of 
the  volunteer  workers  liad  been  nursing  since  the  outbreak  of 
the  war.  They  never  seemed  weary  of 'doing  for  their  brave 
men.  They  were  on  duty  at  eigiit  a.  m..  and  stayed  until 
eight  p.  M.,  none  coming  late  or  leaving  early.  The  greatest 
care  was  taken  by  tliem  to  see  that  any  American  wounded 
received  especial  attention,  as  so  few  of  our  boys  could  speak 
French  and  make  their  wants  known.  As  there  was  no  regu- 
lar night  nurse,  the  day  nurses  had  to  take  each  her  turn, 
about  once  a  week. 

Army  Base  Hospital  No.  202  was  opened  about  the  miildU' 
of  July.  On  August  14th  this  detachment  from  Navy  Base 
No.  1  was  transferred  from  the  French  hosfiital  to  help  them, 
for  the  American  wounded  were  coming  back  in  great  num- 
bers. .  .  .  The  morning  after  they  had  reported  for  duty 
they  were  each  assigned  to  a  large  surgical  ward,  to  take 
charge  of  dressings.  .  .  .  They  were  returned  to  Brest  on 
October  21,  1918  .  .  . 


In  addition  to  this  medical  and  nursing  detachment,  an 
operating  team  composed  of  two  Burgeons,  two  nurses  and  sev- 
eral corpsnien,  all  from  Navy  Bast^  Hcwpilul  No.  1,  was  m'ut  on 
June  1,  li)18,  to  the  front.  Dr.  John  I^ug  was  in  command; 
Mary  Elderkins  and  Kothcrine  McCarthy  were  the  nurses.  Of 
their  experiences,  Afiss  Elderkins  wrote: 

About  February,  1918,  Miss  McCarthy  and  I  were  selected 
for  operating  team  service.  ...  At  last  definite  orders  ar- 
rived June  2y  1918;  Navy  Operating  Team  No.  1  under  P.  A. 
Surgeon  John  11.  Ixing  was  to  proceed  immediately  to  Ameri- 
can Ambulance  "B"  Jouilly  for  temporary  duty.  .  .  .  For 
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equipment  we  took  only  such  articles  as  would  euable  ns 
set  up  an  operating-room  wherever  we  might  be  sent.    It 
flurprisiiig  how  little  would  answer  the  purpose  wheu  net 
sary.     A   few   instruments,  a  handful  of  sterile  goo*ls,  an 
alcohol  lamp,  some  ether  and  iodine,  a  little  suture  nioteriAl 
and  a  needle,  at  times  geemed  bountiful.     For  about  three 
weeks  we  were  operating  in  lield  hospitals,  doing  some  of  the 
most    seriouK    work    of    our    whole    trip,    such    at^    extensive 
laparotomies,  chest  wounds,  head  cases  and  the  like  when  our 
supply  of  needles  consisted  of  a  few  large  curved  cuttin^^ 
edges,  one  poor  dilapidated  **Mayo'*  and  one  intestiDal  needl|H 
The  crown  jewels  were  never  guarded  more  carefully  tha^^ 
they.  ... 

Brittany  was  at  her  loveliest  as  we  left,  the  early  June 
twilight  lingering  until  ten  r.  Mi,  We  did  not  dream  of  th^ 
change  of  scene  twenty-four  hours  would  bring. 

The  deetiuution  of  Navy  Operating  Team  No.  1  was  Ameri- 
can Red  Cross  Hospital  No,  7,  located  in  the  hospital  at  Jouiily, 
iScine-ct-Marnc,  which  had  been  operated  since  1014  hv  Mrs. 
Harry  P.  Whitney  for  the  French  wounded.  Miss  Eldcrkias 
wrote  of  their  journey  there: 


While  on  the  platform  of  the  CJare  de  L'Est,  it  began  to 
dawn  on  us  that  there  was  something  imusual  in  the  air.    T[ 
place  was  filled  with  Americans  in  uniform,  mostly  offit 
and  mostly  juniors,  and  all  going  in  the  same  direction 
ourselves.     Three    Marine  oflicers   shared   our   compartment 
when  we  Intardcd  the  train.  .  .  .We  soon  learned  the  rea 
for  that  tensity  of  feeling  which  seemed  all  about  us.     T 
Americans  were  at  last   in  action;  these  men  were  bci 
rushed    back   to   their   outfits    from   the    Othcers*   School 
Qrandecourt,  from  furlough,  from  convalescent  camps,  fro 
wherever  they  might  have  been  at  the  time.    They  did 
know  wlicre  their  comjmriies  were;  all  they  knew  was  t 
they  were  to  proceed  to  Meaux,  that  there  had  been  h 
fighting,  that  the  Germans  had  bpen  making  definite  pro 
and  hud  apparently  not  yet  been  stoppe<l.     At   Meaux 
began  to  get  an  idea  of  the  seriousness  of  the  situation. 
American  ofiicer  there  told  us  the  (lermann  were  only  abol 
Dine  miles  away ;  that  the  civil  population  of  Meaux  had 
evacuating  all   the  previous  day;  that  refugees  from  low 
nearer  the  fighting  were  pouring  into  the  city. 

We  had  some  time  to  wait  in  making  train  connections  and 
thought  it  wise  to  have  lunch.    No  one  at  the  etaiion  eo 
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direct  us  to  any  place  where  they  thought  we  could  obtain 
anytliing  to  eat.  After  walking  a  few  blocks,  we  understood 
why;  all  the  shops  and  caf6g  were  closed.  It  would  seem  that 
everyone  had  turned  the  key  in  the  lock  and  tied.  The  few 
who  remained  ey^il  us  suspiciously.  The  Naval  uuifurni  was 
not  a  familiar  one  inland  at  that  time,  nor  was  the  uniform 
of  the  American  nurse  recognized  as  quickly  as  it  was  in  the 
months  to  follow.  We  might  have  been  Germans  for  all  the 
information  we  could  gather  from  the  one  or  two  civilians  we 
met;  and  I  believe  they  half  suspected  we  were.  .  .  . 

We  went  back  for  our  little  toy  train  to  take  us  to  Jouilly, 
and  after  leaving  the  city  could  see  the  French  preparations 
for  retreat  all  along  the  road  leading  back  from  the  front.  It 
was  not  exactly  reassuring! 

An  amusing  irvcident  occurred  at  one  of  the  stores.  Five 
German  prisoners  were  being  put  aboard  under  guard  of  a 
French  soldier.  He  had  them  safely  on  the  train  when  he 
remembered  a  large  basket  some  half  dozen  yards  away ;  he 
gave  his  gun  to  one  of  the  prisoners  and  dashed  back  for  the 
basket.  Wo  expected  the  Roche  to  hoKl  up  the  train,  but  he 
simply  waited  patiently  for  the  return  of  the  guard. 

Warm,  travel-worn  and  hungry,  Navy  Oporatine  Team 
No.  I  arrived  at  their  destination,  Jouilly,  Seine-et-Mame,  at 
aix  o'clock  in  the  evening  and  went  directly  to  work.  Miss 
Elderkius  wrote: 


Captain  Mixter  took  us  to  the  operating-room  after  Biipper. 
On  our  way  there  we  could  see  the  courtyard  filled  with 
ambulances  and  stretchers  containing  wounded  Americans. 
The  corridors  were  filled  with  stretchers;  a  long  line  of  them 
extended  down  the  center  of  the  wunl  through  which  we 
passed,  and  when  we  reached  the  operating-room  the  floor  of 
the  ante-room  was  packed  and  the  four  ope  rating- tables  in 
the  room  each  had  a  patient  on  it.  Poor  boys,  they  were 
sorry  looking  fellows,  as  they  lay  there,  waiting  for  their 
turn,  but  as  *'game"  as  they  could  be.  The  nurses  and  doc- 
tors operating  had  been  at  it  most  of  the  time  for  the  past 
three  days. 

Before  going  further  I  would  like  to  give  you  an  idea  of 
what  the  American  Ambulance  "B"  was  and  the  conditions 
when  we  arrived.  In  1914  Mrs.  Harry  Payne  Whitney  had 
established  this  hospital  in  the  wing  of  the  college  of  Jouilly 
for  the  French  ble.t/t^s.  The  work  was  taken  care  of  by  Red 
Cross  personnel  consisting  of  two  American  doctors,  a  chief 


744  HISTORY  OF  AMERICAN  RED  CROSS  NURSING 


nurse  with  twenty  nurses  under  her,  of  various  natio 
ties.  .  .  . 

During  those  days  of  fighting  in  the  vicinity  of  Bellea 
Woods,  tiiiy   little   hospital   was  all  that  Htfjod   between   the 
fighting  and  I'aris,  thereby  cutting  in  two  the  long  ambulan 
journey  for  our  mutilated  hoys.     It  was  only  equipped  wi 
two  liundred   beds,  but  the  faithful  workers  kept  up  Ui 
supplies   for  the  possible  emergency  that  they   were  alwa; 
watching  for  after  their  four  years'  experiences,  and  if  it 
not  been  for  their  well  stocked  sterile  lockers  and  the  ins 
meut  cabinets,  we  would  have  been  greatly  handicapped. 

About  the  time  we  were  receiving  our  order.-^  at  Brest  to' 
proceed  June  2  to  Jouilly,  they  got  a  message  saying  there  had 
been  heavy  casualties  among  the  American  troops  and  aski 
if  they  could  care  for  some.  Before  tlicy  had  liwie  to  answ 
ambulances  began  to  arrive,  and  they  had  been  coming 
ever  since  and  continued  to  do  so  for  many  days.  Th 
divisional  surgeon  had  l)een  giving  what  help  he  could,  but 
the  combined  efforts  of  all  seemed  like  but  a  drop  in  the 
bucket,  with  hundreds  of  wounded  men  p(juring  in.  An 
additional  operating-room  had  been  improvised,  so  our  te 
took  os'cr  the  original  and  tlie  other  surgeons  opened  up 
new  one.  Work  went  on  both  night  and  day  fur  the  next  ten 
days. 

We  operated  all  through  that  first  night  and  I  don't  belie' 
one  of  ua  had  ever  imagined  men  could  be  so  absolutely  "s 
to  pieces."  Many  of  them  were  the  Marines  who  had  crosi 
with  us  on  the  U.  S.  S.  IJeruierson  and  seemed  a  bit  closer 
us  for  that  reason.  Five  Marine  oflicers  whom  we  knew  w 
in  the  hospital  as  patients  that  night.  The  following  nigi 
one  of  the  young  otKcers  who  had  shared  our  compartme 
from  Paris  to  Meaiix  came  in  severely  wounded,  giving 
idea  of  how  quickly  those  men  had  gotten  into  the  "Uii 
of  it." 

About  11  P.  M.  some  one  from  the  office  announced  th 
there  were  twenty  enemy  planes  over  head.  We  were  hare 
conscioiis  of  the  bombing,  so  intent  was  every  one  on  the 
work  at  hnnd.  The  receiving  of  patients  aiid  tare  of  them 
in  the  wards  was  all  done  in  the  dark  or  by  tlit*  wee  flare  <if  a 
candle;  the  operating-room  was  the  only  place  where  ligtiU 
were  allowed.  The  windows  were  heavily  blanketed  and  black 
curtains  hung  over  them. 

I  cannot  describe  tliose  nights, — the  long  hours  spent  at  the 
sterile  table^  or  in  giving  anesthetics  or  in  doing  the  many 
tasks  about  the  room;  tlie  intense*  suffering  of  the  wounded; 
the  ghastly  sights  and  nauseating  smells  when  gas  gangrene 
was  present. 
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Some   days    after    the    arrival    of    Naval    Operating    Unit 

No.  1,  m'iifor<H^ineiit9  from  tlio  Paris  hoadiiiuirtors  of  the 
American  Kod  Crosa  in  P>ani'e,  and  United  Statea  Army  Evao- 
Qatiou  Hospital  No.  8  were  brought  up  to  Jouilly,  Seine-et- 
Mame.  Other  operating  teams  arrived  also  and  the  little  cha- 
teau-hospital was  greatly  enlarged  and  became  the  principal 
evacuation  center  from  BcUeau  Woods  to  Paris.  Miss  Elder- 
kins  wrote: 

Instead  of  two  hundred  patients,  there  were  at  feimea  close 
on  to  one  thounandt  these  being  evacuated  as  quitklj  as  pos- 
sible to  make  room  for  the  fresh  cases  coming  in.  I  do  not 
remember  tho  exact  figures,  but  over  three  thousand  patients 
passed  tlirongh  the  operating-rooms  during  the  Belleau  Woods 
and  Soissous  Drive. 

We  remained  at  Jouilly  during  June  and  July,  going  over 
to  Meaux  to  help  out  in  a  rut^h  fi>r«i  few  dayc*.  An  evacuation 
hospital  had  cunie  up  there  but  was  hardly  ready  for  work 
when  a  convoy  of  wounded  arrived. 


On  June  7  a  second  operutiug  team  had  teen  sent  forward 
from  Navy  Base  Hospital  No.  1.  Dr.  James  Watt  was  in 
command.  Lcola  Steward  and  Florence  M  issimer  were  tiie 
nurses.  The  team  left  Breat  on  June  7,  11)18,  and  after  various 
temporary  asaigmnents  were  detailed  to  duty  with  Mobile 
Iloepital  No.  1  at  Kvacuatiou  Hospital  No.  7,  near  Coulom- 
miera.     Of  the  artillery  fire  there,  ilisa  Missimer  wrote: 

Big  Bertha  was  also  sportive  in  this  8R<tion ;  she  plowed  up 
great  hok^s  in  nearby  fields.  One  night  a  Boche  dropped  a 
huge  bomb  in  a  field  right  in  front  of  Ihe  hospital  and  caused 
a  small  earthquake;  we  mid  the  ehateau  trenihled  together. 
To  the  right  of  us,  the  French  had  au  anti-aircraft  station* 
with  their  big  75'r  constantly  in  action. 

We  were  five  weeks  at  this  station,  doing  twelve-hour  duty 
either  day  or  nijjht.  and  ofcji.sionally  it  would  be  twenty-four 
hours  at  a  stretch  and  occasionally  a  like  time  off. 

On  the  twentieth  of  July,  we  retired  at  night  very  tired, 
having  been  on  duty  all  the  night  before.  After  an  hour's 
sleep  orders  came  for  us  to  report  to  the  28th  Division.  Stag- 
goring  out  of  bed,  we  dressed,  shoved  our  few  belongiTigs  into 
our  sea-bags  and  by  eleven  o'clock  were  seated  on  them  outsiilo 
the  ch&teau,  waiting  for  transportation.    Here  we  nodded  and 
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dozed  until  one-thirty,  when  a  French  ambulaace  rattled 
and  all,  including  luggage,  was  bundled  in  and  the  joumc>' 
begun. 

The  weather  was  extremely  hot  and  the  dust  so  thick  that 
our  lungs  seemed  choked  with  it.  V\e  were  supposed  to  rea<*li 
headquarters  for  the  v'8th  Diviniou  in  two  hours.  Every  mile 
seemed  to  take  us  nearer  real  activities.  Not  a  civilian  was  to 
be  seen.  biU  we  passed  continual  streams  of  soldiers  on  horse- 
back and  on  foot.  Large  ammunition  trucks  rumbletl  by. 
The  soldiers  we  met  seemed  indifferently  puzzled,  as  if  they 
wondered  what  we  wore  doing  there,  it  was  not  long  before 
we,  too,  wondered. 

Carde,  a  little  village,  at  that  time  only  three  miles  behind 
the  firing  line,  was  a  mass  of  ruins,  deserted  except  for  an 
occasional  sentry  on  duty,  the  roads  almost  impassable  with 
fallen  bricks  and  stones.  On  beyond  this  village  we  came 
upon  big  Naval  guns  swinging  back  and  forward  in  action. 
Still  further  on  was  the  artillery  carefully  camouflaged  in  the 
woods.  Time  and  again  we  met  whole  regiments  of  American 
and  French  soldiers  trudging  along  in  a  mechanical  way,  an 
unforgetable  expression  on  their  worn  fiices,  desperate  througii 
utter  ejchaustion.  On  either  side  of  the  road,  men  hail 
dropped  out,  throwing  themselves  on  the  ground,  unable  to 
go  any  farther.  We  lound  out  later  that  these  were  men  w 
had  just  been  relieved  from  the  firing  line. 

With  high  explosives  wliirring  past  us,  we  sped  on  jw 
trench  after  trent'li.  actually  seeing  our  own  boys,  with  guns 
to  shoulder,  ready  for  the  words  that  would  send  them  over 
the  top,  and  came  finally  to  a  brid;^e  where  we  halted  for 
Dr.  Watt  to  ask  where  we  were  and  where  were  Division  *-?8's 
headcpiarters.  An  officer  volunteere<l  to  take  him  to  a  dug- 
out where  he  could  tcleplione;  we  then  found  our  French 
cliauffeur  had  taken  us  miles  out  of  our  way.  While  we  were 
waiting  for  the  return  of  Dr.  Watt,  we  had  no  difficulty  in 
engaging  the  boys,  doing  sentry  duty  at  the  bridge,  in  con- 
versation ;  they  had  not  seen  a  woman  in  we«ks.  They  told 
us  that  under  the  bridge  was  enough  dynamite  to  blow  up  a 
whole  division  of  Germans.  We  delved  into  our  sea-bags  and 
found  several  boxes  of  crackers,  wliich  we  passed  over 
them,  hating  ourselves  for  the  wmallneHs  of  the  gift. 

When   Dr.  Watt  appeared,  the  Major  w^ae  with  him.     Hf 
prtinted  out  the  German  lines,  which  were  just  over  the  hi 
side,  and  added  that  we  were  in  the  first  line  reserve  trench 
a  gas  section.     As  the  Germans  had  been  sending  over 
shells  all  day,  he  begged  we  would  hurry  our  leave-taki 
We  did,  tout  de  suite. 
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Dr.  Wfttt'a  team  was  finally  ordered  t^  Field  Hospital 
No.  H)l»  an<l  reached  there  at  10  i».  m.  that  night.  However, 
the  end  of  their  journeying  had  not  yet  come.  Miss  Missimer 
wrote: 

Here  at  Field  HoKpital  No.  109,  a  unit  under  Major 
Schftffer,  was  just  j^etting  settled  in  a  lovely  chateau,  witli 
most  attraetive  grounds.  The  Major  was  very  attentive  and 
kind.  So  far  Ave  were  the  only  women  in  the  personnel.  Be- 
fore dawn  of  the  i*eeond  niglit  there,  orders  came  for  us  to 
move  on.  first  to  Field  IIoRjntiil  No.  103  at  La  Fert6,  then  to 
Field  Hospital  No.  lilJ..  and  at  miflnij;ht  four  days  later  we 
were  sent  by  motor  to  Field  Honpital  Xo.  112  at  Chateau- 
Thierry. 

Field  Hospital  No.  112  was  located  in  a  building,  one  end 
of  whieh  had  been  entirely  de.stroyed.  AM  the  windows  were 
gone.  .  .  .  Pontoon  bridges  npauned  the  Marne  aiul  they  and 
the  ammunition  tnieks  rumbling  over  them  were  a  constant 
target  for  enemy  bonihe. 

Our  stay  at  Field  Hospital  No.  112  was  for  two  weeks  only. 
Dr.  Watt's  henlth  broke  down  and  we  were  returned,  August 
18th,  to  Brest. 


While  Dr.  Brinsmade's  detachment  was  at  Orleans  and  Navy 
OixTatinp  Teams  No.  1  and  No.  2  were  at  the  front,  twenty 
additional  Navy  nurses  were  called  from  Navy  Base  Hospital 
No.  1  at  Brest  for  service  at  Paris.  One  of  these  nurses,  Helen 
Hayward,  wrote: 

On  July  27, 1918,  we  left  Brest  for  Paris,  where  eight  of  us 
were  assigned  to  American  Herl  Cro.ss  Hospital  No.  3,  in 
Pons,  and  twelve  to  American  Red  Cross  Hospital  No.  5,  at 
Auteuil. 

American  Hod  OrosH  No.  5  was  situated  on  the  race  tracks 
of  the  Boi.s  de  Boulogne  and  wan  entirely  under  Bed  Cross 
tents.  It  aecomnuMlrtted  twenty-five  hundred  patients.  Each 
ward  consisted  of  from  one  t(»  three  tents,  with  from  forty  to 
seventy-eight  beds.  We  went  on  duty  the  fdllowing  morning. 
and  were  extremely  busy.  The  nurses  were  all  glad  to  wel- 
come even  twelve  nurses,  for  the  convoys  were  coming  in 
ever>*  other  day.  There  was  one  cnnvoy  which  I  especially 
remember.  It  was  the  admi^-sion  of  eighteen  hiuidred  boys 
in  one  morning,  all  ga»  cases.  The  convalescent  patients  vol- 
unteere^l  to  act  as  orderlies  and  saved  us  from  a  trying  pre- 
dicament; we  were  at  the  time  short  of  corpsmen.     Their 


'M 


748   HISTORY  OF  AMERICAN  RED  CROSS  NURSING 

fine  spirit  of  comradeship  for  the  men  wurae  off  than  the 
selves  was  shown  in  such  a  sphuidid  way,  for  before  we  hi 
time  to  ask  we  had  uv.merou6  offers  of  help.  A  bad  gas  c 
is  ahaohitely  helpless.  It  is  surely  the  most  cruel  weapon 
warfare ;  there  is  so  little  one  can  do  for  them  and  they  sul 
so  dreadfully. 

The  "Bertha''  was  shooting  over  the  hospital  and  of  course 
we  had  the  usual  air  raids  at  night  when  the  moon  w 
bright. 

The   spirit   around    the   hospital   was   wonderful.     Eve 
one  lielped  the  other.     There  never  was  any  unpleasantness. 
Of  course  we  did  a  lot  of  pioneer  work,  ft.>r  we  did  not  have 
the  conveniences  or  the  things  to  work  with  that  we  Imd  at 
our  home  base,  but  the  boys  seemed  happy  ajid  certaizik^H 
recovered  rapidly.  ^H 

Of  the  experiences  of  the  eight  Navy  nurses  assigned  to 
American  Red  Cross  Military  Hospital  No.  3,  Mary  Culdwi 
wrote: 

At  seven  a.  m.  the  next  morning  we  were  each  detailed  to 
different   wards  and  encountered  a  very  decided  change  of 
work.     Here  we  had  patients  from  generals  doM'n  to  lieu- 
tenants,  tlie  castas   nearly   all   surgical,   the   olTicers   mostly 
suffering  from  explosive  wounds  and   compound   fractures. 
No  more  great  black  stevedores,  with  mumps  and  measles! 
The  majority  of  inir  patients  belonged  to  I  he  181st,  2nd 
TTth  divisions.     Manv  of  them  were  prominent  Americai 
Borne  of  our  beloved  Marines  from  the  S.  S.  flrtnl^rrson,  wl» 
a  year  before  we  had  last  seen  marching  away  from  the  8hi 
well  and  lmp[>y,  came  hack  to  us  *ihntten'd  and  miserable 
be  nursed  back  to  a  jKJor  resemblance  of  their  former  stui 
selves.  .  ,  . 

The  other  Navy  Base  hospital  in  Frnnoe  which  fiiniiah* 
nnrses  for  detached  duty  at  the  front  whs  No.  5.     ElizabetV 
Dewev  was  one  of  these  nurses  and  she  wrote: 


As  we  were  going  off  duty  the  evening  of  July  19,  1918, 
four  nurses,  Sliss  Faye  Fulton  and  Miss  Dewey,  nnrslhe 
lers.  nnrj    Miss   Alice   Hurst  and    Miss  Cun>line  Tliompso 
were  told  to  he  ready  to  leave  for  the  front  at  5  JC  M . 

We  met  the  others  of  the  two  operating  teams  at  the  stati 
the  next  morning.  Urs.  George  Hoss  and  John  Jonea  werv 
command :  assiMants,  Drs.  Tanner  and  Lyon,  and  Chief  P. 
Shank  and  P.  M.  Steel,  Diahle  and  liornsborger  were 
other  members  of  the  teams. 
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We  reached  Paris  nbout  8  v.  m.,  aikI  reported  at  Dr.  Blake's 
boepital.  .  .  .  About  3  r.  M,,  July  '^0,  we  started  off  in  13 
new  Ford  ambulances,  witli  a  sergeant,  on  a  motorcycle,  to 
act  as  convoy.  We  passed  tlie  fortifications  and  wire  entan- 
glements, huge  airdromes  and  encampniente  and  later  several 
hundred  German  prisoners  huddled  in  a  farm  yard.  \Vc 
heard  the  guns  and  saw  the  line  of  observation  balloons  above 
the  trenches.  The  roud  was  a  solid  mass  of  trucks  and  artil- 
lery' and  everytliitip  was  veiled  in  the  dust.  Our  Fords  had 
to  get  off  into  a  field  every  little  while  to  cool,  and  we  tried  to 
remember  where  <Jr6py  was,  for  all  signs  pointed  to  Cr6py. 
When  we  reached  there  siime  soldiers  gave  us  hot  coffee  and 
hard  tack. 

About  dusk  we  sighted  a  castle  on  a  bill,  a  fairy-tale  castle, 
almost  too  heuutiful  to  be  reiil.  ^A'e  made  a  turn  and  were  in 
the  square  of  a  snmW  town.  We  stopped  before  a  white  gate, 
and  in  front  of  us,  behind  us  and  on  both  sides  of  the  road 
were  stretchers,  each  with  its  burden  of  wounded.  Some  were 
very  still,  some  groaning,  some  muttering  in  delirium.  One 
mau  caught  my  coat  as  J  passed  and  beggeil  for  water.  So 
we  entered  L'flotel  des  Huines  at  Pierrefonds,  where  Field 
Hospital  Xo.  19  was  located. 

In  about  a  half  hour  both  teams  were  working  in  the  hotel 
parlor,  a  medium-sized  room  reached  by  a  hallway  three 
stretchers  long,  and  wide  enough  for  the  stretcher-bearers  to 
walk  beside  each  other.  The  long  French  windows  of  thi» 
room  were  closed ;  blankets  were  nailed  up  outside  the  abutters 
to  hide  the  liglit.  The  furniture  was  gone.  In  its  place  were 
two  operating-tnl)!cs  and  a  plank  on  clothes-horses  made  a 
third.  Pictures  and  mirrors  decorated  the  walls,  strong  elec- 
tric drop  lights  huJig  over  the  tables,  fancy  stands  held 
instruments,  a<lhesive  strii)s  were  stuck  on  mirrors  and  "win- 
dows. A  pile  of  bloiKJ-soaked,  (ilthy  clothing  grew  in  one 
corner  of  the  room  and  millions  of  tiies  rose  and  buzzed  when 
an  addition  was  made  to  the  pile.  As  a  patient  was  carried 
out,  the  stretcljer  nearest  tlic  door  was  brought  in  and  another 
shoved  in  at  the  far  end  from  the  ground  out^iide.  The  work 
in  that  room  never  sto])ped  day  or  night,  except  long  enough 
in  the  morning  to  scrape  out  the  tilth  of  the  night  work,  and 
in  the  evening  to  close  everything  before  lights  went  on;  the 
ground  outside  was  not  cleared  of  stretchers  until  the  fourth 
day. 

About  11  P.  M.  that  first  night,  a  dying  man  was  put  on  my 
table.  He  asked  me  to  write  home  for  him.  and  one  of  the 
boys  found  a  pad  for  me.  Dr.  Ross  asked  if  1  thought  I  could 
keep  a  record  of  each  case  for  him.    1  still  have  that  pad^  the 
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first  entry  being  the  address  of  the  only  man  who  died  on  our 
table,  though  the  record  covers  over  two  hundred  cases. 

The  next  morning  other  teams  arrived  and  the  tired  Navy 
nurses  were  told  to  iind  a  place  where  they  could  gc*t  a  few 
hours*  sleep.  They  stumbled  to  the  nearest  house.  Miss  I3ewey 
wrote: 

On  the  second  floor  wore  two  adjoining  rooms  with  double 
beds,  the  bedding  thrown  baik  as  if  people  had  just  gotten 
out  of  them.  We  four  nurses  got  into  those  beds  and  pulled 
up  the  covers. 

Mias  Dewey'a  team  went  on  duty  again  that  night  She 
wrote: 

The  night  of  July  21  a  bomb  exploded  in  a  garden  about 
20  yards  from  us  and  blew  open  the  windows.  Chief  Shank 
stepped  away  from  one»  remarking,  **That's  too  close,  but 
thank  God  they  let  in  a  little  air."  Only  the  most  urgent 
cables  were  operated  at  No.  12,  The  others  were  sent  on  to 
wlicre  facilities  were  better.  Some  of  the  wounds  cont4iineil 
maggots  and  nearly  all  were  gas  gangrene  cases,  and  the  stench 
of  that  room  was  beyond  words. 

The  pluck  of  the  men  kept  us  at  it.  Most  of  them  were 
conscious  and  told  us  they  had  the  tieruuins  on  the  run.  One 
boy  whose  leg  had  to  come  off,  said,  "All  the  fun  I  had  lying 
there  in  the  nmd  was  seeing  the  Germans  heat  it.  Our  boys 
couldn't  get  to  me  any  sooner  than  they  did."  Some  asked  if 
we  thoiight  they  cotild  get  back,  because  "I  got  to  get  a  Boche 
for  this.*' 

The  night  of  the  24th  we  operated  on  some  Scotchmen,  who 
had  come  up  to  relieve  our  1st  and  2nd  divisions.  By  morn- 
ing their  medical  corps  had  come  up  and  we  were  sent  back, 
reaching  Paris  at  9  i».  M.  that  night.  Over  3500  wounded 
went  through  No.  12,  between  July  18  and  July  24.  About 
300  non-transportable  cases  were  operated  upon  there  and  the 
Navy  teams  performed  about  160  of  those  operations. 

On  July  21>  Dr.  Ross's  team,  with  Miss  Dewey  and  Mi«B 
Hurst,  was  ordered  to  join  Field  Hospital  No.  0  at  CMiatean- 
Thierry.  When  they  arrived  they  found  that  the  hospital  had 
not  yet  come  up,  but  were  told  to  report  temporarily  for  duly 
at  the  College  Jean  Mace  where  some  operating  was  under! 
way.  The^  were  promptly  set  to  work  there.  Alias  Dewey 
wrote: 
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Miss  Hurst  whr  anked  to  hand  instruments  for  three  tables 
and  (luring  the  night  had  three  abdominal  caAcs  going  on  at 
the  same  time  and,  as  Dr.  Ross  said,  **got  away  with  it  with- 
out a  hitch."  It  was  a  wcmdcrfiil  piece  of  work.  How  she 
managed  to  get  all  those  needles  threaded  and  with  the  proper 
sutures  Is  more  than  1  know,  hut  she  did. 

The  following  day  we  joined  Field  Hospital  No.  G  and 
Mobile  I,  which  was  being  put  up  in  a  field  near  Ch&teau- 
Thierry.  We  were  taken  there  in  a  truck,  crossing  the  Marue 
by  a  pontoon  bridge.  This  was  a  large  tent  hospital  wonder- 
fully equipped  and  the  operating  therej  after  Pierrefonds, 
seemed  almost  ideal  in  »pite  of  the  fact  that  wc  were  bombed 
and  fired  over.  We  operated  every  day,  and  part  of  some  of 
the  nights,  ending  wth  a  stretch  of  twenty-four  hours.  .  .  . 


The  other  operating  team  from  Navj'  Base  Hospital  No.  5, 
under  the  command  of  Dr.  Jones,  with  Miss  Fulton  and  Miss 
Thompson  as  nnrsea,  hud  bt»en  detailed  to  Field  Hospital  No.  7 
at  Coulommiers.  Miss  Dewey  wrote  of  the  tjpe  of  service 
which  this  team  had  seen : 

Field  Hospital  No,  7  was  located  near  a  small  chfiteau, 
about  a  mile  from  the  town.  Tents  filled  the  woods  back  of 
the  chateau  and  eight  be<ls  were  in  a  tent.  The  first  few  days 
after  their  arrival  the  work  was  very  strenuous,  and  they 
had  long  hours  and  little  sleep,  then  more  teams  arrived  and 
the  work  was  better  regulated. 

One  night  while  they  were  working  all  the  lights  in  the 
operating  tent  went  out,  and  they  had  to  finish  their  case  by 
flash  light.  That  was  during  one  of  the  severe  air  raids,  of 
which  they  had  several. 

Both  teams  returned  to  Brest  on  August  15.  Miss  Dewey 
was  commended^®  as  follows  by  the  Commander  of  the  U.  S. 
Naval  Forces  in  France: 

She  is  a  splendid  nurse  and  a  woman  of  fine  character  and 
exceptional  e.\ecutive  ability.  Her  services  while  on  duty 
with  the  operating  teams  at  the  front  were  extremely  valu- 
able. She  acted  as  anesthetist  during  mast  of  her  service 
there,  in  addition  to  which,  when  relieved  from  that  duty, 

"It  Is  not  the  puHcy  of  tliiH  liiatory  to  publifth  indiriduRl  citations; 
•pace  doei  not  permit  it.  A  list  of  nurses  who  have  been  (lecorati'd  for 
ffalUnt  and  devoted  conduct  may  he  found  in  th<*  Appondix.  This  citation 
is,  however,  given  in  the  text  aa  an  index  to  the  si-neral  type  of  citatioa 
received  by  numerous  nurses  during  the  £uropeaa  War. 


752   HISTORY  OF  AMERICAN  RED  CROSS 'NURSING 

she  did  extra  duty  in  assisting  the  nurses  iji  the  care  of  the 
wounded  with  their  dressings.  On  one  occasion,  under  ex- 
tremely ungatisfactory  surroundings,  she  gave  anesthetics 
steadily  for  fourteen  hours  without  leaving  the  table,  and 
after  this  Ntrenuous  labor  she  visited  the  eases  which  had  been 
operated  upon. 

Following  the  return  of  Dr.  Watt  and  his  team  members  to 
Brest  in  August^  1918,  Navy  Operating  Team  No.  1  of  Base 
Hospital  No.  1  with  Ih*.  Long  commanding,  was  sent  up  to 
replace  Navy  Operating  Team  No.  2,  ut  Field  Hospital 
No.  112,  Chiit^au-Thierry.  Miss  ^Ic( Earthy,  the  second  nurse 
on  Navy  Operating  Team  No.  1,  had  been  ill  and  Jeannette 
MeClelhin,  one  of  the  Navy  nnrses  of  Navy  Base  Hospital 
No.  1,  who  had  Ix^on  nn  dt*tuiled  duty  at  Faria,  was  sent  for- 
ward to  tuke  Aliss  Mc<'arthy's  plaice. 

Navy  Operating  Team  No.  1  set  ont  on  August  11  to  find 
Field  Hospital  No.  112,  which  liad  Im^ou  moved  that  morning 
from  ('hiiteau-Thierry  twenty  miles  clostT  to  the  fast  advancing 
American  Front.     Miss  Eldcrkins  wrote: 

Twelve  nurses  attached  to  Field  Hospital  No.  112  were  also 
wailing  for  ambulauces  to  be  sent  to  take  them  up  to  the 
next  site.  An  officer  coming  down  from  there  said  he  feared 
it  would  not  be  possible  for  any  of  us  to  go  on  that  night,  as 
the  Roches  were  shelling  the  roads  and  also  sending  over  a 
great  many  gas  shells  in  the  vicinity  of  the  hospital.  Never- 
theless, the  ambulance  came  and  Miss  McClellau^  the  other 
nurses.  Sexton  and  Brady  and  I  started  up.  We  were  pro- 
vided with  helmets  and  gas  masks. 

That  was  a  wild  ride.  Wc  passed  through  village  after 
village  where  not  a  house  had  been  s[)ared.  and  the  only  signs 
of  life  were  the  military  guards.  Ammunition  trucks  were 
racing  in  both  directions^  and  as  no  lights  were  allowed^  the 
traffic  was  rather  perilous.  About  a  half  hour  before  we 
reached  camp,  we  were  stopped  and  told  that  all  masks  were 
to  be  worn  in  the  "alert"  position.  We  had  no  more  than 
adjusted  th<>m  so,  when  the  real  gas  alarm  came.  .  .  . 

Upon  arrival  at  lamp  we  found  everything  in  pitch  dark* 
nesa.  .  ,  ,  We  groped  our  way  to  the  last  tent,  where  four 
occupants  were  sleeping.  Cots  were  brought  for  us  .  .  .  but 
we  didn't  sleep. 

Gas  alarms  sonnded  continuously.  You  would  hear  the 
hoarse  cries  of  "gas!  gasT*  coming  down  from  the  flidtanco  as 
the  sentinels  passed  the  warning.    Then  our  own  guard  would 
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take  it  up,  five  pistol  ghoLs  would  be  fired  aud  some  one  would 
Btart  beating  a  huge  shell  strung  up  on  a  tripod.  To  hear  the 
horses  whinnying  across  the  road,  where  some  cavalry  troops 
were  spending  the  night,  was  pitifuL  They  also  had  to  have 
the  masks  on  and  could  not  seem  to  understand  it. 

In  the  morning,  we  found  ourselves  in  a  little  town  called 
Cohan.  The  hospital  wa^^  at  tlie  foot  of  a  hill;  from  the  top 
you  could  get  a  good  idea  of  where  the  fighting  was  taking 
place.  Fismes  was  only  four  miles  away,  and  the  tiermann 
occupied  the  town  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  At  night 
it  seemed  like  the  battle  was  being  fought  just  outside  our 
ientfi. 


Army  nurses  have  described  tlio  seven?  service  at  Cohan,  and 
Miss  Eldcrkins'  report  ropeatt'd  somci  of  the  things  which  made 
that  post  of  duty  so  arduous.     She  wrote: 

Our  location  was  poor;  we  were  right  in  the  midst  of 
things  most  desired  by  our  enemy.  The  work  here  was  nut 
especially  heavy,  but  conditions  were  such  that  every  bit  of 
reserve  force  was  needed.  The  days  were  intensely  hot  and 
the  nights  bitterly  cold.  The  fiies  were  unbearable.  We  had 
air  raids  night  after  night,  with  no  opposition,  for  there  were 
no  nnti-air  craft  nearby  and  seemingly  very  few  French  or 
American  planes. 

When  we  were  not  operating  at  night,  we  spent  the  time 
from  darkness  to  dawn  in  a  cellar  twenty  feet  under  groun*!. 
It  just  held  seven  cots  and  thirteen  nurses  were  supposed  to 
sleep  there.  If  we  sat  erect  on  the  cot  our  heiul  struck  tfie 
rough  stone  above.  Water  dripped  on  us  all  night  long. 
Huge  black  bugs  crawled  about  and  after  wo  quieted  down  we 
oould  hear  the  rats.  We,  ourselves,  felt  like  rats  in  some 
trap,  for  in  case  of  a  direct  hit  our  chances  of  getting  out 
were  slim.  I  would  hiivn  preferred  the  dugouts,  or  "graves" 
as  we  called  them,  that  Dr.  Long  aud  the  curpsmeu  b^d  dug 
under  our  cots  in  the  tent. 

The  morning  of  the  tenth  day,  the  Germans  had  found  our 
range.  They  opened  fire  on  us,  or  rather  on  their  objectives 
about  us.  With  shells  falling  all  about  us,  we  went  back  that 
night  three  miles. 

Then  followed  a  series  of  moves,  first  to  Evacuation  Hos- 
pital No.  5,  outside  of  Chateau-Thierry,  then  across  the 
Marne  to  Red  Cross  Hospital  No.  111.  and  a  few  days  later 
to  Vic-Bur-Aisne,  where  wc  were  attached  to  Field  Hospital 
No.  127  of  the  32nd  Division,  who  were  serving  with  the 
French  iinder  General  Mangin. 
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The  casualties  were  heavy.  We  worked  a  twenty-hour 
shift,  which  really  became  a  twenty-four  hour  shift,  and  under 
the  moat  trying  conditious.  The  furnishings  of  the  operating- 
room  were  of  the  crudest  kind.  Packing  boxes  were  used  for 
instrument  tables  and  seats  for  the  anesthetist,  a  stretcher 
on  two  carjierittT  horses  was  the  operating-table,  while  we  had 
to  put  our  solutions,  etc,  in  tin  cans,  cooking  utensils  or 
stray  bits  of  china  ware.  A  pie  plate  made  a  splendid  con- 
tainer for  our  alcohol  sjwnges  for  ^'scrubbing  up.''  1  think  it 
is  pretty  generally  known  that  only  non-transportable  cases 
were  cared  for  in  the  field  hospitals,  which  meant  all  major 
cases,  abdominals,  amputations,  severe  hemorrhages  and  head 
cases. 

When  the  32nd  Division  withdrew,  we  went  back  with 
them,  and  by  another  series  of  moves  and  short  stops  at 
various  field  and  evacuation  hospitals  eventually  reached 
Base  Hospital  No.  15  situated  at  Chaumont 

At  Chaumont,  Dr.  Long's  assistant,  Dr.  Pierson,  was  given 
a  team  of  bis  own,  composed  of  Miss  McClcllan  and  Hoepital 
Corpsmcn  Brady.  Dr,  Ixing's  team,  with  Miss  Elderkius  as 
the  only  nurse,  was  ordered,  on  September  24,  1918,  to  report 
to  Evacuation  Hospital  No.  8,  then  near  Souilly,  seven  inilea 
from  Verdun.     Miss  Elderkins  ^v^ote: 

It  was  noon  of  September  2G  when  we  arrived  after  a  forty- 
hour  trip  with  no  sleep  and  little  to  eat,  .  .  . 

When  I  went  to  the  operating-room  to  inquire  about  the 
baggage,  I  found  Dr.  Ix>ng  already  ''scrubbing  up"  and  he 
asked  me  to  start  the  anesthetic  of  the  patient  upotk  whom  he 
was  preparing  to  operate.  It  was  necessary  to  continue 
giving  them  until  9  r.  M.,  so  I  did  not  have  an  opportunity  to 
get  into  my  gray  uniform. 

I  do  not  believe  there  was  a  better  organized  operating 
room  in  the  American  Expeditionary  Forces  than  that  at 
Evacuation  Hospital  No.  8.  It  kept  the  sterile  nurse  on  tiie 
alert  every  moment,  for  at  times  an  operation  would  be  in 
progress  on  all  the  tables.  1  remember  one  night  there  was  a 
bad  chest  wound  and  a  laparotomy  on  the  first  two  of  my 
tables.  At  the  next  Dr.  Hanson  was  removing  a  piece  of 
shrapnel  which  had  entered  through  the  skull  and  was  lodgc<l 
somewhere  near  the  ethmoid,  while  the  other  three  tables  con- 
tained minor  cases. 

Again,  1  have  seen  six  surgeons  all  working  on  the  same 
case,  where  a  long  anesthetic  was  counter-indicated.  Each 
surgeon  would  take  a  section  of  the  body  and  the  multiple 
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wounds  would  be  cared  for  very  quickly.  Practically  all  the 
work  was  done  by  specialists  in  their  own  particular  lines. 
Colonel  Lilienthal  of  Mt.  Sinai  Hospital  did  most  of  the 
chest  work;  a  Dr.  Hanson  of  Minnesota  was  a  wizard  at 
brains;  Dr.  Long  did  all  of  the  abdominal  work  and  took 
over  the  chest  cases  when  Colonel  Lilienthal  left,  and  later  the 
head  cases. 

We  worked  twelve-hour  shifts,  changing  from  night  to  day 
and  vice  versa,  about  every  two  weeks.  .  .  . 

At  the  signing  of  the  Armistice,  two  hundred  and  ninety 
members  of  the  United  States  Navy  Nurse  Corps  were  in 
Bervice  in  Great  Britain  and  France. 
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HEN  Major  Murphy  and  his  staff  of  sevento^u  men, 
who  formed  the  first  American  Red  Cross  Commissio; 
for  Europe,  sailed  for  Frniiee  in  June,  1017,  they  went 
with  the  purpose,  as  supplemental  to  tht:^  jnilitary  responsibilities 
of  the  commission,  of  expressing  in  rtdief  work  the  eympftthy  of 
the  American  people  for  the  civilian  population  of  the  A]lie«.^^ 
Upon  its  arrival  in   Paris,  the  commission  thus  immediately^Hi 
created  two  departments:  the  Department  of  Civil  Affairs  and  ^^ 
the  Department  of  Military  Atfairs,  the  organization  of  which 
has  already  been  given  in  Chapter  VI.  This  chapter  will  give  aa 
account  of  American  Red  Cross  nursing  sen-ice  in  wuinection 
with   the  civilian   popidation   in    France  and   Belgium,    Italy^ 
Koiunania^    Palestine    and    Siberia,    as    it    was    administered 
through  National  Headquarters  and  through  the  American  Red 
Cross  Commission  for  Europe. 

France,  the  battle  ground  of  the  war,  was  the  theater  of  th» 
most  extensive  relief  work  of  the  American  Red  Cross  abroad. 
Of  the  eighty-six  departmeats  into  which  the  French  Republic 
was  divided,  in  the  North  one  was  wholly  in  the  enemy's  pos- 
session and  nine  others  were  partially  so.  The  Mame,  the 
Aisne,  the  Soinme  and  the  Oise  regions  had  been  sytenuilifally 
devastated  by  the  Germans  in  their  retreat  to  the  Hindenburg 
Line.  A  million  and  a  half  refugv^s  from  those  provinces  in 
1017  were  scattered  in  the  central  and  8<mfhern  parts  of 
France,  wandering,  diiwast-d,  spirit-broken,  si»eking  shelter, 
food  and  livelihood  as  Ix-st  they  could.  There  were  in  addition 
three  millions  in  the  occupied  territory,  the  women  and  ehildres 
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who  had  stayod  in  their  hompB  and  those  who  had  been  deported 
to  Germany  but  who  from  December,  1016,  on  were  fl\ing 
back  to  France  at  the  rate  of  from  one  hundred  to  twelve  hun- 
dred a  day. 

The  work  which  confronted  the  Department  of  Civil  Affairs 
of  the  American  Red  Cross  in  France  fell  into  five  principal 
classes:  child  welfare  work;  the  establishment  and  maintenance 
of  homes  for  refugees,  ntjtatries  and  othrr  exiles  of  war;  par- 
ticipation in  a  well  rounded  and  eoniprclienaive  plan  for  the 
prevention  of  tuberculosis  throughoTit  France;  assistance  to 
civilians  returning  to  the  devastated  areas  and  training  of 
muiiles  to  enable  them  to  earn  their  ovai  ami  their  family's 
livelihood.  The  Commission  for  France  created  within  the 
Department  of  Civil  Affairs  five  bureaus  to  deal  separately 
with  the.ne  five  problems — the  Children's  Bureau,  the  Bureau 
of  Refugees  and  Relief,  the  Bureau  of  Tuberculosis,  the  Bureau 
of  the  War  Zone  and  the  Bureau  for  the  Reeducatmu  of 
Muiiles, 

Homer  Folks,  of  New  York  City,  joined  the  Paris  head- 
quarters in  July,  1917,  as  director  of  the  Department  of  f'ivil 
Atfairs.  He  had  previously  been  engaged  in  social  service  and 
child  welfare  work  in  the  Tnitod  States  and  was  the  author  of 
a  history  and  various  pamphlets  dealing  with  these  subjects. 
Air,  Folks  upon  his  arrival  in  France  appointed  experts  as 
directors  of  the  various  bureaus  of  his  department  and  relief 
Work  was  immediately  started. 

Perhaps  the  outstanding  misfortune  which  confronted 
France,  a  misfortune  which,  if  not  remedied,  would  penetrate 
into  her  future  and  endanger  her  existence  as  a  capital  nation, 
was  the  c^mditinu  of  her  orphaned,  homeless,  sick  children,  her 
babies  whose  devitalized  mothers  were  engaged  in  war  indus- 
trii«,  her  K)wered  birth  rate.  Assistance  to  the  children  and 
women  of  France  offered  opptn'tuuity  for  far-reaching  service 
of  a  type  which  appealed  injuu'iliatdy  and  institictively  to  the 
sympathy  of  the  Amcriciin  ptn^plp,  whose  aviitar  tin;  American 
Red  Cross  stn^ve  to  Im*.  To  the  Children's  Bureau  of  the  Paris 
office  was  entrusted  thia  rcsjuHisihility. 

Pediatricians  and  child  welfare  and  public  health  nurses 
were  the  first  need  of  tht*  Children's  Bureau.  On  Aug\i8t  12, 
1017,  a  pioneer  American  Ked  Cross  pi-diatric  unir^  which 
consisted  of  seven  physicians,  one  child  welfare  nurse  and 
three  laywomcn,  arrived  in  France  and  formed  the  nucleus  of 
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personnel  of  the  Children's  Biircau.  Dr.  William  Palmer 
Lucas,  profpftsor  of  Pe<liatrica  of  the  UniversiU'  of  California, 
was  director;  Elizabeth  Has'wood  Ashe  was  chief  nurse.  The 
other  members  of  tlie  unit  were  Airs.  Lucas,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  J. 
Morris  Sleraons,  Dr.  J.  P,  Sedgwick^  Dr.  J.  L  Durand,  Dr.  N.j 
O.  Pearce,  Dr.  John  C.  Baldwin,  Dr.  Clair  F.  Gelston  and- 
Rosamond  Gilder,  executive  secretary  of  the  Bureau,  Miss' 
Gilder,  the  dauglittr-r  of  the  American  p>et  and  editor,  Richard 
Watson  Gilder,  afterwards  wrote  tlie  moat  comprehensive  re* 
port  of  the  activities  of  the  Children's  Bureau  to  be  found  in 
lied  Cross  archives,  a  report  which  this  history  will  from  time 
to  time  quote. 

Before  sailing  for  France^,  Dr.  Lucas  had  asked  that  the 
personnel  of  his  unit  should  include  twelve  public  health  nurses, 
but  the  Nursing  Service  at  National  Headquarters  advised 
Dr.  Lucas  to  wait  until  his  arrival  in  France,  as  it  was  felt 
that  among  the  many  American  nurses  already  in  France  an 
ample  number  would  be  available  for  this  type  of  work.  A 
memorandum  which  was  prepared  by  the  Nursing  Sen'ico  for 
Dr.  Lucas  before  he  sailed,  gave  the  names  and  address*^  of 
Alice  E.  Henderson,  formerly  supervising  nurse  of  the  French 
units  of  the  Alercy  Ship  Expedition,  then  in  Pan;  Mary  K, 
Nelson,  Helen  Kerrigen,  Alarion  McCunc  Rice,  Josephine 
Clay  and  Knimu  J.  Jones,  then  at  ftvrevix;  ilargaret  Dunlop, 
then  thought  to  bo  in  England ;  Grace  Barclay  Moore,  at  Dr-'i 
Blake*8  hospital  in  Paris,  iind  <*aroline  Hatch,  ut  liis  Oriitigis, 

Immediately  following  the  arrival  of  the  unit  in  France, 
Dr.  Lucas  undertook  a  complete  survey  of  the  child  welfarft: 
situation.     He  found  that  cities,  towns  and  villages  had  been 
drained  of  medical  pers(jnucl  by  the  exodus  of  physicinns  and 
surgeons  from  civilian  practice  to  military  service.     Twenty^ 
five  to  fifty  per  cent  fewer  physicians  were  available  in  the^j 
larger  cities  in  11)17  than  in  HU4.     St.  £tienne.y  with  a  popu" 
lation  of  180,000  in  11^4,  had  had  the  8crvic<»s  of  120  pliysU 
cians;  in  U*17,  with  an  incresse  of  population  to  25t>,000,  if 
had  the  services  of  only   14  physicians.     Frau<?e  poasi>9»ed  no 
group  of  professional  nurses  comparable  to  that  which  existed 
in  the  British  Empire  and  in  the  United  States. 

Before  the  outbreak  of  the  European  War,  the  birth  rate  of 
France  had  excee<icd  tlic  death  rate  by  a  margin  just  t.-nough  to 
keep  her  total  population  at  a  slight  increase.  Two  faciort 
developed  during  the  war  and  caused  the  birth  rate  to  fall 
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materially — the  pn^senro  nf  thn  mnn  in  the  trenches  and  the 
entrance  of  women  into  industry.  Previous  to  1014,  only  live 
thousand  women  had  been  employed  in  factories;  in  1917 
eight  hundred  thousand  were  m  employed.  In  the  meantime, 
war  casualties  had  increased  the  death  rate  to  impreccdeiitcd 
proportions.  "With  this  increased  death  rate  and  with  the 
inevitable  diminution  in  birth  rate,"  wrote  Dr.  Lucas,  "the 
resiilt  to-day  is  that  the  birth  rate  is  forty  per  cent  lower  than 
the  death  rate,  a  figure  whit-h  no  country  has  ever  reached 
before  except  as  it  began  to  pass  out  from  among  the  group  of 
tirst-elass  nations  .  .  ."  ' 

France,  herself,  was  making  heroic  efforts  on  behalf  of  her 
children.  Dr.  Lucas  summarized  the  maternity  and  child  wel- 
fare legislation: 

.  .  .  Certain  definite  stops  had  been  taken  to  ameliorate 
the  condition  of  women  in  the  fartories.  most  noteworthy 
among  them  being  Paul  Strauns's  law  of  August,  1914,  which 
allowe<l  an  allocation  of  one  franc  a  day  for  a  mother  one 
month  before  the  birth  of  her  child  and  1.5  francs  per  day  for 
four  weeks  after  the  birth  of  the  child.  This  had  a  powerful 
influence  in  increasing  the  hirth  rate  and  it  was  one  of  the 
objects  of  our  eauipaigu  to  see  that  thih  law  was  put  into  force 
throughout  the  country.  The  conditions  of  the  Roussell  law 
making  it  mandatory  for  factories  to  have  chambres  tfallaiie- 
tnrnt  and  credies  for  nursing  mothers  and  babies,  aud  the 
creation  of  factory  inspeetrcsses  to  see  that  these  laws  were 
(»arried  out,  showed  the  earnent  intent  of  the  government  to 
right  as  far  as  possible  the  deplorable  conditions  created  by 
the  war. 

In  the  Academy  of  Medicine  throxighout  the  whole  period 
of  the  war,  the  discussion  relating  to  infant  mortality  and  the 
lowered  birtli  rate  ebbed  aud  flowed.  Every  one  is  familiar 
with  Pinard's  firm  stand  against  the  employment  of  women 
in  factories.  ...  To  save  France,  the  women  had  to  work 
and  the  French  mother  preferred  to  work,  although  it  jeopar- 
dized the  future  to  save  the  present.  ...  In  conjunction  with 
the  [Ague  con/re  la  Mortalite  Infantile  ajid  the  federal  gov- 
ernment of  the  Department  of  the  Interior,  the  Service  de 
i^nnUf  the  Children's  Bureau  of  the  American  Ked  Cross 
worked  out  a  definite  program.  In  the  Ligue  are  the  fore- 
most representatives  of   the  medical   profession   in    France 

^''lUtl  Cross  Infant  Mortality  Cnrapaign  in  France";  Dr.  Wm.  P.  Lucas, 
Uepiirt  of  the  Children's  Bureau.  Ko^amund  Gilder,  Vol.  Ill,  p.  liQ; 
LihrtLTy  National  Headquarters,  Washington,  D.  C 
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interesle*]  in  women  and  childhood,  as  well  as  the  most  intel- 
ligent social  workerg,  philanthropists  and  educators.  SL'uatori 
Paul  StraiiHH,  authfir  of  flie  Iiciiefioent  law  referred  to  above,' 
is  its  president.  Dr.  Marfar,  of  international  reputation  as  ai 
pediatrician*  is  its  first  vice-president:  Dr.  Le  Sage,  anotherj 
well-known  pediatrician,  is  the  secretary  of  the  Ligue. 


With  the  advice  of  these  experts,  Dr.  Lucas  adopted  simple 
but  fnndameutal  policies  to  fjovorn  the  development  of  the 
Children's  Bureau.  He  believed  that  preventive  measiiree 
were  far  more  forceful  in  lowering  infant  mortality  than  cura* 
tive  meaanres  and  that  *'the8c  prcveutive  measures  must  start 
in  the  prenatal  peri(>d  and  must  reach  every  mother  a  long 
enough  time  before  the  birth  of  her  cliild  to  insure  as  nearly  dA 
possible  a  normal  pregiiaiiey  and  a  healthy  child."  He  felt 
that  *'overy  baby  should  be  followed  up  so  as  to  prevent 
illncs8."=» 

Preventive  measures  for  the  infant  had  ori^nated  in  France 
in  1801,  when  Budin  had  first  establialied  N ourri-ssons  Clinics. 
In  1917  many  of  those  clinics  existed  throughout  France,  and 
one  of  the  first  duties  of  the  Ked  Cross  Children's  Bureau  was 
to  offer  assisTuncc  to  those  in  operation,  to  help  reopen  those 
which  had  Ixen  closed  during  the  war  and  to  assist  in  stiirting 
new  ones  whore  they  never  had  existed.  To  secure  a  personnel 
to  carry  on  the  "follow-up  work''  which  Dr.  Lucas  felt  to  be 
imp<'rative,  the  Children's  Biireau  undertook  to  recruit  and 
train  groups  of  health  visitors  by  giving  short  intensive  courses 
of  instruction  to  French  women  M'ho  had  been  working  in 
French  military  hospitals  aud  who  had  had  Red  Cross  training 
of  various  types.  With  tliese  policies  to  govern  constructive 
child  welfare  work  aud  with  unliuiitrd  funds  and  supplies  with 
which  to  render  emergency  relief,  the  Children's  Bureau  set- 
tled down  in  September,  1917,  to  its  gigantic  yet  elusive 

Miss  Ashe,  the  chief  nurse  of  the  Children's  Bureau,  was 
bom  in  California.  Immtxliatcly  following  her  graduation 
from  the  Presbyterian  School  in  New  York  City,  she  returned 
to  her  native  state  and  became  director  of  the  Telegraph  Hill 
Neigliborhood  Aasociation  in  Sau  Francisco. 

Miss  Ashe  was  a  woman  of  strong  personality  and  resolute 
will  and  had  had  many  advantages  of  birth  and  education.  In 
her  manner  she  was  direct,  blunt,  fearless  aud  often  impatient 

•Oilder  Report,  Vol.  Ill,  p.  150. 
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- — always  8o  of  what  she  called  red  tape.  She  held  the  interests 
(if  the  needy  chiUlren  of  Franee  and  lielgiuin  close  to  her  big 
heart  and  she  went  alumt  her  work  of  alleviation  with  a  swift, 
fearless  and  brilliant  power  which  entitled  her  to  a  goodly 
share  of  the  credit  which  the  American  lied  Cross  nursing 
service  in  the  Children's  Bureau  deser\'edly  earned. 

During  the  pioneer  months  of  1017,  the  organization  of  the 
Kursing  Service  in  France,  as  had  been  said  before,  was  im- 
perfect. Alias  Russell,  chief  nnrso  of  the  American  Red 
Cross  in  France,  was  in  the  Department  of  Military  Affairs 
and  Miss  Ashe,  chief  nurse  of  the  Cliildreu's  Bureau,  was  in 
the  Department  of  Civil  Affairs,  The  two  departments  had 
different  chiefs  and  different  policies.  The  division  in  organi- 
zation tended  to  separate  the  military  nursing  service  from  the 
public  health  nursing  service,  yet  Miss  Delano  and  Miss  Noyes 
regarded  Miss  Ashe's  bureau  as  a  subdivision  of  Miss  Russell's 
bureau.  All  American  Red  Cross  nurses  sent  overseas  for 
military  and  civilian  work  were  instructed  to  report  to  Miss 
RussoII;  she  in  turn  assigned  them  to  Miss  Ashe.  Miss  Asho 
felt  that  this  organization  was  unreasonable  and  inefficient  and 
made  vigorous  protest  regarding  it  to  the  Nursing  Service,* 
Miss  Xuyes  explained  to  Miss  Ashe  that  '*it  seems  only  g(X)d 
and  logical  administration  for  us  to  send  our  nurses  and  nurses' 
aides  to  the  Paris  Headquarters  to  report,  as  Miss  Russell  is 
the  representative  of  the  ^'ursing  Service  in  France  and  as 
cablegrams  for  nurses  come  through  Paris  Headquarters.  J^y 
•ssigning  the  nurses  to  the  Paris  otiice/'  she  added,  "there  is 
one  place  in  which  a  complete  record  is  maintained  of  the 
arrival  and  assigimient  of  all  nurses  to  Europe." 

As  has  been  suggested,  Miss  Ashe  was  hampered  in  the  de- 
velopment of  her  service  by  a  shortage  of  public  health  nurses, 
but  throughout  the  autumn  and  winter  (d  1!U7,  and  the  spring 
and  summer  of  1D18^  National  Ileadquai'ters  sent  units  of 
public  healtii  nurses  as  rapidly  as  they  could  be  withdrawn  with 
safety  from  jjuaitiona  in  the  United  Statea  aitd  could  be  trans- 
ported to  France,  to  Paris  to  supply  civilian  nursing  needs. 

Harriet  L.  Leete,  whose  brilliant  professional  attuiuments 
have  lieen  outlined  in  the  section  which  relates  to  her  service 
as  chief  nurse  of  Aniericau  Red  ('nisa  Military  IIoHpitul 
No.  5,  was  the  hrst  nurse  to  joiu  Miss  Ashe's  staff.     As  Miss 

•8ee  letter  written  December  19.  l»17,  by  E.  11.  Ashe  to  C.  D.  Noyei, 
uilli  answer  of  C.  D.  Noves  attAched. 
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Ashe  spent  much  of  her  time  in  the  field,  Miss  Leete  was  as- 
signed to  the  Paris  olHce  and  uptiu  her  devolved  the  routine 
work  of  directing  the  puhlic  heahh  nursing  activities  of  the 
commission  during  the  fall  of  11)17.  The  most  authoritative 
nursing  report  of  the  Children's  Bureau  which  Miss  Delano 
and  Miss  Noyes  saw  until  after  the  Armistice,  was  sent  hy 
Miss  Leete  to  Miss  Russell,  under  date  of  December  3,  1917, 
and  was  in  due  time  forwarded  by  Miss  Russell  tn  National 
Headquarters.  Early  in  11)18,  Miss  Leete  was  placed  in  charge 
of  the  instruction  of  visiteu-ses  d'cnfants  at  Furis.  In  May 
ahe  became  chief  nurse  of  the  Tent  Hospital. 

Marie  T.  Phehiu  and  fifteen  public  health  nurses  of  promi- 
'tienco  in  the  United  States  sailed  for  France  on  September  16, 
1917.  Miss  Phelan  was  head  nurse  of  this  unit.  She  was  a 
graduate  of  the  Rochester  City  Hospital^  Rochester,  New 
York.  She  did  public  health  and  tuberculosis  nursing  in 
Rochester  and  was  later  assistant  8Uix»rinteudent  of  the  Child 
Welfare  Society  in  Chicago.  She  was  a  woman  of  mature 
judgment  and  excellent  executive  ability  and  was  recognized 
as  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  puhlic  health  nursing  movement  in 
tlic  United  States.  Her  affiliation  with  the  Red  Cross  bad  come 
through  the  Rochester  Chapter  in  1007. 

National  H''a<l(iuartcr8  sent  a  second  unit  of  child  welfare 
and  public  healtii  nurses  to  the  Paris  headquarters  m  Novem- 
ler,  1917.  Dr.  J,  H.  Mason  Knox,  of  Johns  Hopkins  Uni- 
ver«ity,  Baltimore,  who  later  became  associate  director  of  the 
Children's  Bureau,  was  in  charge  of  this  group.  A  third  unit 
arrived  in  Paris  in  Di^cember,  From  time  to  time  during  tlie 
following  ten  months,  National  Headquarters  sent  over  addi- 
tional groups  of  public  health  nurses. 

Manifold  difficulties  attended  the  selection  and  assignmeut  of 
aurses  for  service  with  the  Re<l  Cross  Commission  for  Europe. 
Hiss  Delano  and  Miss  Noyes  were  combing  the  coimtry  for 
nurses  for  the  Army,  the  Navy  and  the  U.  S.  Public  Health 
Service.  The  exodus  of  nurses  from  hospitals,  training  schools 
and  public  health  nursing  organizations  into  military  service^ 
placed  in  jeopardy  the  heullh  of  the  civilian  population  of  the 
UnitfMi  States.  The  Nursing  Ser\Mce  was  loath  to  ask  public 
health  nurses  to  volunteer  for  eivilinii  relief  work  in  France  or 
Italy  or  the  Balkans  when  the  need  for  their  servici»8  was  so 
[^reat  at  home. 

The  executives  and  physiciana  of  the  Commission  for  Knrope 
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controlled  the  policies  of  the  American  Red  Cross  m  Europe 
and  they  were  zealous  of  doing  everything  in  their  power  to 
aid  the  Allies.  Civilian  relief  was  an  immediate  and  natural 
expression  of  this  desire  and  public  health  mirsiu^^  was  at-knowl- 
edged  to  be  an  eflBcient  instrument  in  civilian  relief.  The  War 
Council  at  National  Headtjuartera  was  resolute  in  ita  determi- 
nation to  support  the  Commission  and  to  carrv  out,  as  far  as 
possible,  all  its  requests;  they  thus  brought  pressure  to  bear 
on  the  Nursing  Service. 

Miss  Delano's  opinion  carried  great  weight  with  the  members 
of  the  War  Council.  She  strongly  questioned  the  wisdom  of 
withdrawing  large. numbers  of  nurses  from  American  institu- 
tions to  assign  them  to  extensive  civilian  nursing  service  in 
France.  After  the  nurses  arrived  overseas,  local  conditions 
often  did  not  permit  their  immediate  assignment  to  the  highly 
specialized  phases  of  nursing  service  for  which  they  had  been 
sent  to  France.  Miss  IJelano  appreciated,  however,  that  since 
she  was  not  in  the  field,  she  must  accept  the  recommendations 
regarding  the  development  of  public  health  nursing  of  those 
who  were  in  the  iield,  even  though  her  knowledge  of  tlie  public 
health  situation  in  the  United  States  led  her  to  question  the 
soundness  of  these  recommendations.  She  felt  that  she  could 
not  go  overseas  and  see  for  herself,  because  the  chief  duty  of 
the  Nursing  Service  was  to  secure  nurses  for  the  Armv  and  she 
felt  her  presence  was  needed  in  this  **ountry  to  r.coomplish  that 
end.  Unecfrtainty  was  present  in  her  i-il:-d  rcgiirUIug  the  wis- 
dom of  developing  this  extensive  servicj  for  tho  civilian  popula- 
tion and  the  i*eaultiug  anxiety  formed  cue  of  the  great  burdens 
which  weiglied  upon  the  shoulders  of  7.1  iss  Delano  and  Miss 
Noyes. 

The  War  Department  cstnl)]ished  passport  rulings  which 
materially  increased  the  difficulties  under  which  the  Ited  Cross 
was  already  laboring  to  secure  nurses.*     Notable  among  these 

•Under  ilttte  of  February  23,  1918.  the  Socrptary  of  State  wrote  to 
Xtttiuriftl  iiuadqunrter^:  *'l  deem  it  important  to  call  your  attention  to 
Ihe  fact  that  tliift  Department,  upon  reqiicflt  of  the  War  and  Navy  Depart- 
menta,  has  for  Bome  time  been  aerlinin);  to  iHsiie  paB8ports  for  Europe  to 
near  female  relative**  (this  iw.  wives,  diiughterH,  mothers  and  fiiatere)  of 
Army  and  Navy  ollircrs.  Tlie  Department  i-onniderH  it  adviHahle  to  follow 
the  some  policy  with  regard  to  tlie  ieHuanco  of  passports  to  near  female 
reUtiveH  of  pcr^onn  who  are  eent  to  Knrope  for  the  Ked  Cross." 

t'nder  date  of  June  7,  1918,  Urigadier  General  U'ilUam  S.  Gmvea, 
naaiAtant  to  the  Chief  of  Stuff,  Nulionnl  Army,  wrote  to  the  aflsoeiate 
Diroetor  of  the  American  Kfd  CroBs  Uureau  of  PorBonnel,  in  part,  at 
follows:     "Tho    Secretary    of    War  .  .  .  has  .  .  .  adopted    the    following 
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waa  the  so-called  "brother  ruling,"  which  forbado  the  issuance 
of  a  passport  to  any  nurse  who  had  a  brother  in  niilitarv  service; 
In  one  group  of  tliirty  nurses  ready  to  sail  eleven  were  held 
because  thcv  fell  under  this  regulation.  During  the  summer 
of  1018  the  ''brother"  restriction  was  removed  and  the  Nursing 
Service  was  able  to  send  many  more  nurses  to  France. 

National  Headquarters  also  sent  over  nurses'  aides  for  serv- 
ice with  the  Children's  Bureau.  Thirty  aides  were  ealled  for 
by  Dr.  Lucas  in  Jsoveniber,  li>17,  fnr  work  in  connection  w^ith 
children's  hospitals  and  orphanages  and  the  first  group  of  them 
arrived  in  Paris  on  December  15.  Other  units  were  subso 
quently  sent.  Nurses'  aides  were  required  to  l>o  able  to  speak 
French  Huently  and  to  have  volunteered  their  services.  Alany 
also  paid  their  own  expenses.  National  Headquarters  also  re- 
quired that  they  undergo  the  training  and  pass  successfully  the 
jBxauiination  for  nurses'  aides  whieh  has  lx»en  outlined  in  a 
preceding  chapter.  They  were  instrueted  to  report  upon  ar- 
Tival  in  France  to  Miss  Russell  and  to  work  under  profi^asional 
direction.  They  wY-re  usually  houseil  with  American  Red  Cross 
nurses  in  the  variotis  children's  hospitals,  dispensaries  and 
Other  establishments  maintained  by  the  American  Red  (^n>88 
5n  France.  On  the  whcile,  they  rendered  excellent  service^ 
Up  to  August  1,  1018,"  stated  the  Gilder  Report  of  the  Chil- 
idren's  Bureau,  "not  one  moral  questiim  had  ariw^n  in  relation 
to  any  aide  in  this  8er\'iee  nor  had  aiiv  complaint  Ix^n  received 
fnim  any  nurse  or  doctor  as  to  the  p(»or  work  or  lack  of  discip- 
line of  any  aide.  The  Nursing  Service  at  Washington  should 
receive  the  credit  for  the  high  state  of  etfieieuey  of  this  branch 

rules:    1.  I'ndor  no  circumstances  will  the  Wiir  Uepnrtment  npprorv  tho 

Sittunnc*'  <if   pHRHptirtrt  to  gu  to  Europe  for  the  wivei*,  itiotltfrs.  eiNttTH  «ir 
■Mghtcra  of  the  follnwintj  claBKCS  of  pi^rjiotiB:   Offictr*  nr  enliHtwI  men  of 
jthe  UiuUmI  StatcH  MiliULry  Forces;  mnle  civiliAUH  emp)u)'o<l  with  tliv  Knd 
SjCroHii,    Vtiiinf;   Men'H   Christian    A«8ocinti<jn   or   (»ttii>r   or^iiixutionA   of   t, 
^fiimilar   naturo.   that   mny   bo  in   Kiirope;   ciriliiinB  employed   or  Attiubcd 
io  \\w  Aiiu'ricttii  Expt^JititinMry   Force*. 

"'2.  Any  of  thr  female  rclntiveft  ennmerHtcd  in  pannp'ftph  )•  who  have 
r«<«ntly  l>een  to  Kurupe  but  ut  pre»ent  btv  in  the  UnitcxJ  StatM  for  tnj 
reason  wliati«Dever.  are  now  included  in  the  restriction  impoaed  bT  p*rs^ 
graph  1  atiove. 

*"3.  11  ia  (juito  ititeleM  for  iiny  one  belonging  to  thi-  roAtrieiod  clasata, 
cited  above,  to  request  an  exception  in  lier  eacw  as  no  exoeplions  wUl  1m 
mad*.' 

"It  U  realised  that  this  policy  may  deprive  the  American  organlsatiof** 
now  ctHiperaliiii.'  uith  tlir  Army  in  Frunee  of  dpAirable  material  from  til*/ 
to  time,  but  it  ip  iH'lirvi'd  fnircr  and  wiarr  to  Hdopt  itnd  iinnounoe  a  |r*olJer 
whieh  will  undouhtedlv  be  for  the  bt^t  intereata  of  all  conccrotaf." 
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of  the  service,  as  it  was  the  result  of  their  careful  selection.  .  .  . 
Untrained  women  as  they  were,  the  majority  of  them  coming 
from  Inxurioius  homes,  they  never  murmured  at  any  task  .  .  . 
and  the  nurs(»s  were  unstinted  in  praise  of  them." 

The  activities  of  the  Children's  Bureau  loopi»d  France,  from 
Toul  southward  down  the  viilicy  of  the  Uhone,  from  Marseilles 
on  the  Mediterranean  to  Bordeaux  on  the  Bay  of  Biscay,  and 
northwards  through  Blois,  Corbicl,  Paris  and  Rouen  back  to 
Uic  devastated  regions  of  the  Manic  and  Aisne  valleys.  To 
recount  all  the  activities  of  the  Children's  Bureau  in  the  many 
diverse  forms  of  child  welfare  work  would  lie  outside  the 
province  of  a  history  of  the  Nursing  Service;  only  the  projects 
in  which  nurses  participated  have  a  definite  place  therein. 
However,  this  was  no  small  part,  as  will  be  shown  in  the  fol- 
lowing pages. 

TLe  first  call  which  enme  to  the  Commission  to  Europe  was 
a  children's  call,  from  the  Departemeni  M curihe-ei'MoseUe,  The 
rich  grain  lields  surrounding  Nancy  and  the  city  itself,  where 
mills  were  hummine;  with  essential  war  iiidufltriea,  were  under 
fire  from  German  asphyxiating  bombs  and  shells.  The  peasants 
wore  gas-masks  and  reaped  the  harvests  hut  the  children  were 
too  young  to  wear  the  masks  and  had  to  be  cared  for  elsewhere. 
They  were  gathered  together  and  taken  to  Toul,  which  lay 
immediately  to  the  southwest  of  the  Nancy  district. 

On  July  2G,  1!>17,  M.  Mirnian.  then  prefet  of  the  Meurthe- 
et-MoaeUe,  telegraphed  to  tlie  Committee  of  the  iVmericau  Fund 
for  French  Wounded  that  three  hundred  and  fifty  children  had 
suddenly  been  put  in  his  charge  and  that  he  had  nothing  but  a 
temporary  shelter  for  them  in  some  old  barracks  at  Toul.  He 
a8ke<J  for  assistance  at  once.  Mrs.  Isabel  Latbrctp,  president 
of  the  Committee  for  the  American  Fund  for  French  AVouuded, 
to  whom  the  telegram  was  addressed,  brought  it  to  the  newly- 
established  headiiuarters  of  the  American  Red  Cross  in  France. 
Major  iMurphy  asked  Dr.  Robert  Davis  to  answer  the  call. 

Within  a  few  hours  iMrs,  Latbrop,  Dr.  Davis,  another  physi- 
cian, a  nurse,  two  aides,  a  bacteriologist,  an  administrative 
director  and  two  women  to  l<Mik  after  supplies  were  on  their 
way  to  Toul  in  cars  Itjuned  by  thv  American  Fund  f(»r  French 
Wounded.  Another  camiunette  wliich  carried  milk  and  cloth- 
ing followed  them.  They  arrive<l  late  that  night  and  found  the 
three  hundred  and  fifty  children,  twenty-one  of  whom  were 
babies  under  twelve  months  of  age  and  the  others  young  chil- 
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dren  less  than  eight  years  old,  huddled  together  in  an  old  bai 
racks,  which  was  dirty  and  practically  unfurnished,  with  no 
sanitary  arrangements  whatsoever.     "The  sick  children  were 
crowded  in  with  the  well  ones,"  wrote  Mrs.  Lucas,  wife  of  Dr. 
Lucas.     "Skin  diseases  were  prevalent  and  venuin  abounded.'' 

On  the  following  day  Frefet  Mirman  and  the  representatives 
of  the  American  Red  Cross  set  up  a  temporary  organization. 
M.  Mirman  stated  that  the  French  (Jovcrunient  would  furnish 
new  and  sanitary  barracks  constructed  of  brick  and  cement,  of 
a  capacity  for  housing  800  persons;  would  provide  lighting, 
coal,  water  and  food  in  the  government  rations  furnished  to  all 
refugees;  would  assign  soldiers  to  do  the  heavy  work  and  em- 
ploy the  necessary  unskilk^d  women's  labor,  and  would  supply 
beds,  bedding  and  clothing  and  all  transportation  of  supplies 
from  Nancy  or  Toul.  The  American  Red  Cross  agreed  to  tiike 
over  the  complete  direction  of  the  center,  to  furnish  doctors, 
nurses,  drugs  and  all  hygienic  equipment,  all  extra  diets  and 
all  supplies  and  equipment  necessary  for  the  recreation  of  the 
children. 

From  this  beginning  the  "Toul  project''  of  the  Children's 
Bureau  developed,  with  the  cooperation  nf  Prefet  Mirman,  the 
Committee  of  the  American  Fund  for  French  Wounded  and 
the  American  PViends'  Unit,  into  a  childivn's  home  known  as 
the  Asile  Caserne  de  Luxembourg,  with  a  capacity  of  500 ;  a 
Children's  Hospital ;  a  Maternity  Hospital ;  u  dental  depart- 
ment ;  a  system  of  dispensaries,  and  a  second  refugee  asile  at 
Fellering,  in  the  Vo8gi*s.  At  the  childn-n's  home,  the  .IxiVr 
Caserne  de  Luxembourg,  the  lied  Cross  set  up  and  maintained 
a  diet  kitchen  and  the  French  Government  established  school 
and  church  services. 

Dr.  John  P.  Sedgwick  was  first  in  command  of  the  Asih 
Caserne  de  Luxembourg ;  on  December  1,  ltU7,  Dr.  Maynurd 
Ladd,  of  the  Harvard  Medical  »School,  was  placed  in  charge  of 
the  work  of  the  Children's  Bureau  in  the  Meurihe-fl-MoKrlh'. 
"Miss  Phelan,"  wrote  Miss  I-eete  to  ^fiss  Russell  on  Dewm- 
ber  3,  1917,  '*is  in  charge  of  the  group  of  nurses  at  Toul  and 
has  been  doing  remarkable  work  under  moat  trying  conditions." 
Six  Army  nurses  on  detached  duty  and  three  American  WfiA 
Cross  nurses.  Eugenia  L.  Acevedo,  Helen  Z.  Gill  and  Tjuira  E. 
Kreamer,  8cnibb<*d  and  painted  the  hniR,  dirty  barracks,  set  up 
and  made  the  small  white  beds  and  got  the  hiHpital  ready  for 
their  young  patients.     It  was  opened  late  in  October,  li)lT, 
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and  ill  the  next  two  months  ndiuitted  over  150  cases  of  measles 
alone.  At  iirst  the  hospital  had  only  one  operator,  one  assist- 
ant, two  etherizers,  one  set  of  instruments,  one  stove  ("very 
French,"  a  nurse  described  it)  and  no  running  water.  Later 
the  Red  Cross  supplied  excellent  equipment.  '*In  nine 
months,"  wrote  Gladys  H.  Porter,  one  of  the  nurses  later  as- 
signed to  duty  there,  "wc  operated  on  about  eight  hundred  cases, 
a  record  of  which  the  most  modern  hospital  might  be  proud, 
much  more  one  in  the  war  zone.  Our  first  big  rush  was  u 
drive  on  tonsils," 

In  n  letter  addresst^d  to  the  American  Journal  of  Nursing, 
Miss  Phelan  wrote  of  Toul : 


This  is  an  old  walled  city  and  is  wonderfully  interesting 
with  its  crooked  streets  and  narrow  pni>sa^eii  leading  back  to 
interesting  looking  courtyards.  There  is  an  old  cathedral 
here^  some  parts  of  vvhich  date  bark  to  the  twelfth  century. 
The  Caserne  is  located  on  a  hill  outside  the  city  and  was 
formerly  used  for  barracks.  I  came  up  here  to  take  charge 
of  the  nurses  and  my  first  commissinn  was  to  prepare  one  of 
the  long,  ugly  biiihliii^s  for  a  hospital.  It  looked  discour- 
aging five  weeks  ago,  but  to-day  it  is  really  attractive. 

We  never  ooiih]  have  done  what  we  have  if  the  Friends  had 
not  sent  us  five  young  men.  The  Friends  are  doing  some  of 
the  best  work  that  is  being  dorie  in  France.  These  boys  are 
all  college  men,  but  they  can  do  anything  aud  everything  and 
do  not  hesitate  to  undertake  the  most  menial  labors.  We  are 
having  an  epidemic  of  measles  just  now;  we  have  fifty  pa- 
tients to-day.  There  is  very  little  acute  illness.  Most  of  the 
children  have  scabies,  impetigo  and  heads,  just  the  conditions 
we  find  in  some  branches  of  public  health  work  at  home.*^ 


After  the  period  of  pioneering  was  over.  Miss  Phelan  re- 
turned to  Paris  and  the  direction  of  the  nursing  activities  of 
the  Asilc  Vasertw  was  assigned  to  Josephine  Ellet.  Miss  EUet 
was  graduated  from  the  Johns  Hopkins  School  in  ilay,  1917, 
and  had  been  in  charge  of  a  ward  of  the  ptniiatric  department 
there  until  she  sailed  in  Nox'emher  for  France.  She  was  a 
Virginian  by  birth  and  was  a  young  nurse  of  intelligence  and 
ability. 

In  January  the  Children's  Hospital  opened  a  surgical  ward 
for  peasant  women  from  the  surnvunding  neighlwrhood. 
^American  Journal  of  Cursing,  Vol.  XVIII,  p.  487. 
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Exhausted  from  manual  toil  in  the  fields,  privation  and  the 
sufferings  of  the  past  four  vcars,  those  women  were  in  great 
need  of  medical  attention  and  the  surgical  division  of  the  Chil- 
dren's Hospital  averaged  six  major  operations  daily  four  days 
eaeh  week.  Helen  Z.  Gill  was  head  nurse.  The  hospital  at 
the  Asile  CoJifrne  received  1042  patients,  of  whom  12  died. 
Six  hundred  and  forty-eight  operations  were  performed. 

A  Maternity  Hospital  was  ojieiiod  on  !March  1,  1018,  at  the 
AsUe  Caserne.  The  Gernuins  hud  UunLied  a  maternity  hospital 
at  Nancy  tlie  day  hefure  and  Prefct  Mirniau  telephoned  to 
Major  Ladd  to  ask  if  the  Red  Cross  would  take  care  of  the  ex- 
pectant mothers  and  other  patients.  Major  Ladd  consented! 
and  several  of  the  nurses,  two  French  women  and  the  Quaker! 
orderlies  converted  one  of  the  Iwirraeks  of  the  Aaile  Casern^; 
into  a  hospital  in  six  hours.  *'At  four  o'clock  that  afteru*x»n,''J 
wrote  Miss  Ellet,  *'the  patients  arrived  and  our  first  babj 
was  born  two  hours  later." 

The  Red  Cross  fumislicd  clothing,  if  it  was  needed,  to  the 
mother,  and  supplied  layettes  for  the  babies.     If  a  pregnant 
woman  had  children  at  home  and  if  her  husband  was  at  the 
front,  she  was  allowed  to  bring  her  children  during  her  con- 
finement to  the  Asilc  Caserne^  where  they  too  were  cared  for] 
until  she  was  well  enough  to  g>>  home.     Before  leaving  thi 
hospital,  eaeh  mother  was  taught  tu  bathe  and  care  for  her 
child  and  was  shown  proper  methods  of  feeding  it.     If  the 
mother  was  unable  to  nurse  it.,  a  suppb'mentarv  fcfnling  was, 
provided  and  given  under  sterile  conditions.     When  the*  m<ither 
was  well  enough  to  go  home,  she  was  given  written  instructions 
regarding  the  care  of  the  child  and  was  urged  ti»  report  at  re^gu- 
lar  inten'als  to  the  American  Red  Cross  dispensary  neareat  her 
home  to  have  the  baby  examin^Ml. 

This   dispensary    service    which    radiated    out    from    Toulj 
through  the  Meurthe-ei-MoseUe  and  the  Vosges  was  an  infeJ 
portant  phase  of  child  Avelfare  work  in  France,     In  Deoemberj' 
1017,  the  American  Fund  for  French  Wounded  and  the  Ameri- 
can Red  Cross  entered  into  agreement  to  establish  joint  dia- 
pensaries  in  centers  where  none  had  previously  existed  or  where 
there  was  a  dearth  of  local  medical  care  for  the  civilian  popida- 
tion.     The  system  consisted  of  seven  base  dispensaries  whieJl 
operated  twenty-six  sub-dispcnisary  units  and  two  creches,     Thfl;! 
personnel  of  a  base  dispensary  unit  usually  ctwisistwl  of  a  doo^j 
tor,  two  public  health  nursea,  an  aide  and  a  chautfeur  to  drive 
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a  CHmionette.  The  doctor  and  the  nurses  established  head- 
quarters at  the  base  dispensary  and  then  made  the  ri>\inds  of 
the  sub-dispensaries  in  the  camionette.  Dr,  Karltou  0.  Percy 
was  the  inedieal  director  of  the  system. 

Base  dispensaries  were  located  at  Toul,  Nancy,  Luneville, 
Neuve  Maison,  Grcrboviller,  fipinal  and  Foup;.  The  Naney 
group,  which  included  seven  sub-dispensaries,  was  entirely 
financed  by  the  town  of  Winetka,  Illinois.  The  Luneville 
group  of  six  sub-dispensaries  was  financed  in  part  by  the  Des- 
titute Babies*  Aid  Society;  the  Gerbeviller  group  was  supported 
by  the  American  Fund  for  Fron<^h  Wounded  ;  ftpinal  by  citizens 
of  Baltimore,  ilaryland,  and  Minneapolis,  Minnesota;  Neuve 
Maison  by  citizens  of  St.  Paul,  Minnesota. 

The  dispensary  service  worked  in  close  cooperation  with  the 
Aslh  Caserne  de  Ltwemhourg.  ^Vlien  children  or  women  in 
need  of  operation  or  prolonged  medical  care  were  found  in  the 
radius  of  the  aub-dispensaries,  they  were  sent  to  the  Children's 
Hospital  or  to  the  surgical  or  maternity  wards. 

Early  in  Mar<*h,  lOlS,  a  colony  of  nine  hundred  refugee 
children  from  the  Nancy  district  were  sent  under  the  patronage 
of  Prefet  Mirman  to  Dinard,  where  the  warm  sun  on  the 
beaches  and  the  fresh  salt  air  helped  to  drive  tuberculosis  from 
their  emaciated  Inidies.  They  wnit  under  the  chapc^ronage  of 
French  teachers  and  principals  from  the  Nancy  schools.  Dr. 
Karlton  G.  Percy,  chief  of  the  Kcd  Cross  dispensary  system  in 
the  Meurihe-et-Mosdle,  and  several  Red  Cross  nurses  accompa- 
nied the  convoy  from  Toul  to  Dinard  and  remained  there  until 
a  permanent  staff  was  sent  up  from  Paris.  Mary  C.  Nelson,  a 
nurse  who  had  gi>ne  to  France  in  November,  1917,  with  the 
Rockefeller  Tuberculosis  Commission,  was  one  of  the  nurses 
and  she  remained  at  Dinard  as  supervisor.  Dr.  May  Allen  was 
the  medical  director. 

Dinard  was  practically  deserted  during  the  war.  The  Hufel 
Royal  was  taken  over  for  the  girls  and  the  boys  were  housed  in 
another  hotel  at  St  Lunaire,  on  the  seashore  live  miles  west 
Both  of  these  hotels  had  been  used  by  French  troops  and  the 
niilitary  authorities  had  left  some  bedding,  l>eds,  dishes  and 
other  equipment.  The  walls  were  damp  and  in  many  places 
the  paper  hung  in  tattered  strips,  but  the  floors  were  compara- 
tively clean.  Dr.  Allen  secured  French  women  to  clean  the 
hotels.  Not  the  least  of  Dr.  Allen's  and  Miss  Nelson's  diffi- 
cidties  was  the  problem  of  laundering  some  large,  heavy  and 
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exceedingly  hundsome  sheets  which  wealthy  residents  of  Dinard 
presented  to  the  colony. 

The  Children's  Bureau  estnhlished  a  dispensary  with  a  amnll 
infirmary  at  Hinard  and  treated  from  forty  to  fifty  children 
every  day,  fiiniislicd  all  aick  and  ana*mic  children  with  nour- 
ishing food  and  provided  clothing,  linen  and  drugs  as  needed. 
The  children  suffered  from  tul^erculosis  and  diseases  due  to 
malnutrition.  Their  hands  were  covered  with  sores,  "which  in 
many  cases  went  as  deep  as  the  bone,"  ^  Some  had  scabies  and 
at  first  vermin  were  a  veritable  plngue  to  them  all.  During 
the  month  of  May,  1018,  the  total  attendance  at  the  clinics  was 
2540.  Eighty-one  children  were  cared  for  in  the  infinnary. 
At  this  time  three  American  Red  Cross  nurses  and  six  aides 
were  on  duty  at  Dinard. 

A  second  colony  which  consisted  of  110  girls  was  installed  in 
a  chateau  at  Damarie-les-Lys  near  Melnn  and  the  Children's 
Bureau  supplied  medical  and  dental  treatment. 

Throufihout  the  spring  and  summer  of  101 S  the  Toul  project 
expanded  and  flourished  under  tlie  happy  cooperation  of  Prefet 
Mirman,  representing  the  French  Government,  Mrs.  Lathrop, 
representing  the  Committee  for  the  American  Fund  for  French 
Wounded,  and  Dr.  Ladd  of  the  American  Red  Cross  Children's 
Bureau.  In  September,  however,  the  military  needs  engulfed 
the  work  for  the  civil  population ;  American  troops  went  into 
action  at  St.  Mihlel  and  the  A»ile  Caserne  de  Ltixembourg  was 
converted  into  an  Qvacnation  center  for  American  wounded.  la 
August  the  children  were  sent  to  Neuf chateau,  Nancy  and 
Lyon.  The  Aitih  Caserne  with  its  hospitals  was  transferred 
from  the  Department  of  Civil  Affairs  to  the  Department  of 
Military  Affairs  and  was  expanded  in  a  week  to  a  one  thousand 
bed  military  hospital.  The  nurses  already  at  the  AsiJi!  Caserne 
were  taken  into  the  military  service  and  "casuals"  were  rushed 
up  from  Paris  Headquarters.  An  American  Red  Cross  mobile 
unit  with  ilajor  McCoy  as  commanding  officer  and  Miss 
Meirs  as  chief  nurse,  look  possession  of  the  Asile  Cojternfi  on 
S<»ptember  11  and  established  American  Red  Cross  Hospital 
No.  114  and  at  dawn  two  days  later  one  thousand  American 
wounded  hud  come  back  from  St.  Mihiel.  The  Aitile.  Caserne' 
with  its  hospitals  and  clinics  thus  disappeared  froni  the  reports 
of  the  Children's  Bureau. 

*H«c  Report  of  Dr.  Allen.  Weekly  Report  of  the  Children's  Bureau 
ing  June  8j  lOlS,  p.  0. 
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The  American  Red  Cross  closed  its  dispeusary  service  in  the 
Meurihe-et'Moselle  and  the  Vosgea  ou  January  1,  1919,  Some 
of  tbe  dispeuaaries  were  taken  over  hy  the  Women's  Overseas 
Hospital  Unit,  others  by  the  Anieriran  Fund  for  French 
Wounded,  still  othei*8  by  private  (jrganizations  which  were 
given  tinaneial  assistance  by  the  French  government.  Dr. 
Ladd,  chief  of  the  Toul  project,  wrote  that  "we  have  had 
33,^32  dispensary  ccmsuUatious  since  the  American  Red  Cross 
came  to  the  Meurlkc-ei'Moselle ;  ^9,307  of  these  consultations 
have  occurred  since  January  1,  1918;  9797  of  these  represent 
new  cases.''' 

During  the  fourteen  months  in  which  the  Toul  project  was 
mainluincd,  the  following  division  of  responsibility  existed 
between  the  Committee  for  the  American  Fund  for  French 
Wounded  and  the  American  Red  Cross:  One-half  the  number 
of  motor  cars  which  were  used  were  supplied  by  the  American 
Fund  for  French  Wounded,  one-half  by  the  American  Red 
Cross;  one-third  of  the  jrraduate  nurses  and  aides  were  fur- 
nished and  tbeir  salaries  paid  by  the  American  Fund  for 
French  Wounded  and  two-thirds  by  the  American  Red  Cross; 
over  five-sixths  of  tbe  total  expense  was  borne  by  the  Auiericun 
Red  Cross,  tbe  remainder  by  the  American  Fund  for  French 
Wounded;  all  medical  service  and  all  supervision  and  admin- 
istration was  provided  by  the  American  Red  Cross.** 

A  second  nortberu  province  to  know  the  work  of  the  Ameri- 
can Red  Cross  was  the  Department  of  the  Somme.  On  Au- 
gust 15,  1017,  the  Children's  Bureau  received  an  appeal  from 
Neales  and  seven  villages  in  the  immediate  vicinity.  The 
plight  of  these  villages,  Matigny,  Croix,  Moligueaux,  Mesnil, 
St.  Nicaise,  Rouy-le-Orand  and  others,  was  pitiable.  They  had 
been  captured  and  occupied  by  the  Germaus  in  the  early  years 
of  the  war  and  had  been  recaptured  by  the  French  in  March, 
1917.  The  retiring  Germans  had  sent  the  strong,  able-bodied 
women  and  children  to  Germany  and  had  systematiciiUy 
looted  the  country  which  they  were  evacuating.  From  the  little 
farms  the  enemy  took  furniture,  bedding,  cooking  utensils  and 
all  farm  implements.  Orchards  were  leveled  and  isolated 
houses  bombed  or  burned.  In  some  of  the  villages  no  house 
remained  intnct.  Yet  among  these  bleak  ruins  still  existed 
many  old  women  and  men  and  approximately  twelve  hundred 

'Gilder  Report,  Vol.  Ill,  p.  8. 
•yftid.,  p.  14. 
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young  children,  many  of  them  sufTeriuf^  from  ringworm,  im- 
petigo,  scabies  and  blepharitis.  ^'They  looked  atuuncd  and 
sullen,"  wrote  Mrs.  Lucas,  ^'and  no  smile  could  be  teased  from 
them."** 

The  villngn  of  Voycnnes  hud  fornu'rly  had  a  population  of 
nine  hundred  souls,  but  in  1!H7  only  four  hundred  and  tifty  re- 
mained. The  mayor  and  tlie  school  teacher  Ix^gged  abc»ve  all 
else  for  bathing  facilities.  During  the  German  occupancy  each 
civilian  had  btn^n  required  to  lake  a  shower-bath  once  a  week, 
but  upon  the  enemy's  retirement  all  bathing  facilities  had  been 
destroyed  and  since  March  the  civilian  population  had  suffered 
greatly.  One  hundred  and  seventy  children  had  been  collected 
in  this  village  and  were  g*>ing  to  school,  **One  wttudera  at  the 
poise  of  the  little  French  child,"  wrote  Mrs,  Lucas,  **or  is  it 
just  the  eternal  child,  eager  to  learn^  that  sends  these  sick  chil- 
dren to  school  in  the  midst  of  devastation  and  withiu  hearing 
of  the  guns?  And  in  all  the  viiliiges  are  the  old,  old  people/' 
she  added.  *'They  are  so  terrorized,  so  heart-broken  there  is 
nothing  more  that  life  can  do  to  them.  They  do  not  seem  to  ba 
asking  for  a  place  to  live  in  but  a  place  in  which  to  die  un- 
disturl>ed." 

The  rhildren's  Bureau  sent  Dr.  John  C.  Baldwin,  of  Balti- 
more, to  establish  child  welfare  work  in  Nesle,  The  Fremh 
offered  the  American  Hod  Cross  a  small  tul)erculosis  pavilioa 
in  the  grounds  of  the  Hotel  DU'U  and  with  the  assistance  of  two 
American  Red  Cross  nurses,  ilary  A.  Bmgim  and  Suaau  W 
Potts,  and  two  aides,  Dr.  Baldwin  established  a  elinic  at  Xesle 
Bnd  a  weekly  dispensary  sc^rviee  through  nine  outlyiug  villagi^ 
Dr.  Baldwin  wrote  of  the  pioneer  work: 


Weekly  Report.  October  25- 
Xovember  M,  1917. 

The  situation  which  confronted  us  upon  arrival  at  Ne*l« 
was  a  dillieult  one.  .  .  .  Tlie  theniumioter  registered  zero. 
Some  one  had  renn>veil  tlie  little  intu  hIdw  from  the  |>8viliou 
and  our  only  nieanH  of  heating  was  a  Dutch  oven  with  a 
broken  stovepipe.  The  water  works  hnd  not  been  repaired, 
so  tliere  wsb  no  running  water.  Supphei*  which  had  been 
requisitioned  fur  the  Hotd  IHeu  and  for  ourselves  wew 
heaped  together  in  the  Hotel  iHcu,  still  packed.      As  they 

*8m  Ivttfir  writt<*n  S*.*n(t>mlHT  22,  1017.  by  Jnic   RichardKun   l^raa,  la 
the  Dirertor,  IVpt.  of  Civil  Affiiirs,  Animnin   Rw!  Croni  in   FmneD. 
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were  identically  marked,  we  had  to  unpack  all  of  them  to 
discover  the  things  we  needed  for  the  night.  Darkness  came 
soon  and  wu  used  the  lamps  from  the  nuto.  .  .  . 

Sunday  passed  rapidly  in  an  attempt  to  shovel  and  sweep 
the  nmd  and  dirt  out  of  the  pavilion.  Walls  and  ceilings  in 
some  of  the  rooms  were  scrubluML  Monday  and  Tuesday 
cleaning  was  continued  and  a  .soniblance  of  order  created  in 
the  drug  room,  supply  room  and  staff  quarters.  Signs  are 
being  painted  by  a  local  artist  for  our  building,  which  has 
been  christened  ''Pavilion  Joffre." 

The  spirit  of  the  nurses  in  meeting  the  real  hardships  of 
tlie  period  of  invasion  has  been  si)lcudid.  No  one  lias  grum- 
bled at  wet  feet  nnd  iame  shoulders.  Noses  have  been  red  at 
breakfast,  but  we*ve  eaten  it  Htaniling  and  juggled  our  lolTce 
glasses  (we  have  no  cups  yet)  from  hand  to  hand  as  we  hopped 
about  to  keep  warm. 


» 


The  little  American  dispensary  nestled  down  behind  the 
high  and  forbidding  wall  of  the  Hotel  Dlen,  Every  morning 
an  average  of  twenty  children  came  through  the  ancient  portal 
or  the  grille  gate  behind  the  garden  in  the  rear  and  were  treated 
for  skin  direasos  nnd  other  ailnients  resulting  from  malnutri- 
tion. Miss  Brogan  and  Miss  Potts  ran  a  small  hospital  of 
twelve  beds.  *'The  work  was  very  gratifying,"  wrote  Miss 
Potts,  **not  only  because  all  but  two  of  our  patients  recovered, 
but  because  the  hospital  was  so  small  that  we  came  to  regard 
the  children  as  our  own  littlo  family  and  they  in  turn  grew 
responsive  and  affectionate." 

Nesle  was  close  to  the  British  front  lines  and  the  Red  Cross 
relief  work  for  the  civilian  population  there  was  greatly  limited 
by  war  restrictions.  Passes  could  be  secured  only  with  great 
difficulty  and  it  was  impossible  to  circulate  in  the  Neslc  dis- 
trict without  passes.  Gasoline  could  not  be  procured  and  so 
much  of  the  dispensary  work  wdiieh  had  been  well  organized  in 
numy  neighlxiring  towns  had  to  be  given  up.  Yet  records  of 
the  small  child  welfare  station  at  Neslc  showed  that  777  chil- 
dren were  examined  by  the  American  Red  Cross  during  the 
month  of  February,  1918. 

On  February  15  the  British  Fifth  Army  took  up  its  head- 
quarters at  Nesle  and  five  weeks  later  bore  the  brunt  of  the 
fury  of  the  Gemutn  otfensive  of  Mnn^i  21,  IIUS.  Upt.Mi  the 
evacuation  of  the  city,  the  Araerieoiu  Red  Cross  welfare  station 
WAS  abandoned.    Miss  Potts  wroto; 
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On  March  23,  the  Gennans  for  the  second  time  advanced 
with  lightning  speed  and  a  few  days  later  loft  little  Nesle  ai 
heap  of  ruins.  On  that  twentv-third  day  of  March  we  evacu- 
ated very  hastily  in  a  largo  caiuion  with  a  l»and-bag  each  and] 
with  what  supplies  we  (x>uld  gather  together.  We  took  with] 
us  an  eight  weeks'  ohl  baby,  a  girl  of  fourteen  who  had> 
tuberculudis«  several  burned  and  several  convalescent  casetj 
and  hurried  to  Roye.  soutliwest  of  Nesle. 

The  noise  of  battle  was  quite  as  terrific  there  as  it  had! 
been  at  Nesle  and  we  soon  evacuated  again,  with  refugee* 
from  Ilnni,  Nesle  and  villages  all  along  the  line.  VS'e  started 
■  by  camion  for  Montdidier,  but  progress  was  slow  through  thej 
congested  traffic  of  terrified  refugees,  carts,  cattle,  dogs, 
and  pigs. 

Miss  Rrogan  and  I  went  to  Amiens,  to  find  the  mother  of 
our  eight  weeks"  oKl  baby  DanieL  He  had  been  fed  at  7  a.  m. 
but  we  wulil  not  tind  food  for  him  until  three  that  afternoon  j) 
an  infinnicrc  at  a  hospital  at  Amiens  then  gave  him  a  littlei 
milk.  .  .  .  Dirty  with  ramiuu  and  train  dust,  jostled  and' 
jolted,  hungry,  tired  and  sleepy,  he  had  never  whimpereaj 
through  the  jouruey. 

Complete  rcoorda  of  the  Rod  Cross  child  welfare  etation  at 
Noslc  were  lost  in  the  evacuation  of  the  city. 

At  Amiens,  as  at  Nesle,  the  work  of  the  Children's  Bureau 
was  destroyed  almost  before  its  complete  initiation.    In  August, 
1017,  a  public  health  nurse,  Annie  A.  Rathbonc,  had  begun  toj 
do  visiting  nursing  under  the  auspices  of  the  Secours  Amfd' 
rahu's  pour  les  Ilefiigecti.     Her  ex[»enscs  were  at  tirst  paid  hjj 
Major  Richard  A,  Cabot,  but  soon  afterwards  the  work  wall 
supported  by  the  American  Red  Cross  and  ^Miss  I^thbone  walj 
attached  to  ^[iss  Ashe«  ser\'ice.      Miss  Rathbono's  duties  i( 
Amiens  consisted  in  visiting  from  house  to  house  among  th^^ 
11,000   refugees.      Until   such   time   as  the   Red  Cross  could 
arrango  to  assign  a  pediatrician  to  permanent  duty  at  Amiens^ 
she  distributed  food  and  assisted  at  n  clinic  which  Mas  con- 
ducted by  a  Frencli  physician.     The  long  anticipated  nrraiige*^ 
uients  were  linally  completed  early  in  lOlS  and  Dr.  Baldwin, 
of  Nesle,  held  his  hrst  clinic  al>out  the  middle  of  March.     A 
aeeond  nurse,  Miss  Flanagan,  was  seat  up  to  assist  Miss  Rath- 
bone. 

However,  at  dawn  on  March  21,  the  enemy  launched  hi 
otTensivi*  at  tJie  junctif>n  *)f  the  French  and  British  lines  n( 
Canibrai  and  the  possession  of  Amiens  hung  in  tbc 
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wLile  Gough's  Fifth  Army,  cut  off  from  tLe  British  at  Arras 
and  the  French  at  Le  Fere,  struggled  in  chaotic  disorganiza- 
tion until  French  and  British  reenforcements  came  up  on 
March  2(>,  filled  the  gap  at  Moreiul  and  slowed  up  the  German 
drive.  Amiena  did  not  fall,  but  the  civilian  population  fled 
from  the  city  on  the  sixth  day  of  the  offensive.  Miss  Rathbone, 
Dr.  Baldwin  and  the  nurses  from  Nesle,  the  members  of  vari- 
ous American  colleges  and  the  Frienrls'  units  fr'l!  hack  in  the 
general  evacuation  to  Montdidier  and  Beauvais  and  thence  to 
Paris.  Records  of  the  American  Red  Cross  child  welfare 
station  in  Amiens  were  lost  in  the  evacuation  of  the  city,  an 
account  of  which  appears  later. 

fivian-les-Baiua,  the  gateway  through  which  the  Germans 
flung  back  to  France  inhabitants  of  the  occupied  northern 
provinces,  who  were  too  old  or  too  young  or  physically  unfit 
for  military  purposes,  whs  a  town  with  a  normal  population 
of  alxjut  2000,  situated  in  France  a  few  miles  from  tlie  Swiss 
border  on  the  slopes  of  the  hills  which  rise  above  the  southern 
shores  of  exquisite  Lake  Geneva.  Nearby  were  the  French 
villages  Anuemasse  and  Thonon ;  the  snow-capped  ranges  of 
the  Bernese  Oberland  rose  in  the  east.  In  peace  times  fivian 
had  been  one  of  the  smartest  and  most  expensive  of  the  French 
watering-places.  However,  in  1917  and  1918,  its  two  RUz 
hotels,  its  casino  with  theater,  gambling  rooms,  restaurant  and 
music  hall,  its  alkaline  springs  and  bathing  establishments,  its 
parks  and  lioarding  houses  were  daily  the  scene  of  a  woefid 
influx  of  rapatries. 

The  reception  which  the  French  Government  extended  to  its 
rafxilrne  citizens  was  a  cordial  and  efficient  one.  Representa- 
tivas  of  the  Minister  of  the  Interior  established  in  the  ftvian 
Casino  a  smoothly  running  system  of  reception,  entertainment 
and  distribution  to  other  parts  of  France  of  all  rapatriis  who 
entered  fivian.  Two  convoys,  carrying  al>out  six  hundred  and 
fifty  people  each,  arrived  daily,  the  first  at  six  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  the  second  at  four  o*clock  in  the  afternoon.  Two 
French  nurses  and  a  French  physician  attached  to  tlie  govern- 
ment service  boarded  the  trains  at  Bouberet  Station  and  re- 
ceived from  the  hands  of  the  Swiss  nurses  who  had  accompanied 
the  rapatries  to  the  French  frontier,  a  list  of  all  the  sick,  in- 
firm and  old  on  the  convoy  who  needed  attention. 

En  route  from  Bouberet  to  fivian,  a  numbi^red  bag  was  given 
to  each  family  aud  the  rapatries  were  instructed  to  put  their 


776    HISTORY  OF  AMERICAN  RED  CROSS  NURSINi 


bcIoKginga  in  thrm.      They  were  tlien  given  checks  and 
hugs   wen*   stoned    at   tho   station   at   fiviau    until    the   own* 
claimed  th*:'ni  upon  leaving  the  city.     A  list  of  all  the  peo] 
in  the  convoy  was  also  made  out,  to  be  given  to  the  Commissaii 
Speciai  upon  arrival  at  Evian. 

With  flags  flying  and  a  band  playing,  all  fivian  met  the  coi 
voy  trains.      Sonietinu's  a   train   was  made  up  of  third-cla 
carriages;  again  it  might  be  compoBod  of  cattle  cars,  but  as 
came  winding  slowly  around  to  the  station  the  windows  or 
apertures  were  black  with  outthrust  heads  and  waving  an 
On  the  platform  nurses,  ambulance  drivers,  rapaines,  govei 
mcnt  officials  and  local  committee  members  cJieered  and  wavi 
their  flags  in  response  and  as  the  train  drew  in,  stretched  oi 
eager  hands  to  help  the  weary  rai>airie  dismount. 

Some  cheering  and  singing,  others  with  the  easy  tears  of  age 
running  down  their  cheeks,  still  others  dazed  and  silent,  tl 
old  women  and  men,  the  sick  mothers,  the  thin,  curious-eyi 
children  set  foot  again  on  French  soil  and  marched  down  the 
narrow  street  to  tlie  Casino,  with  the  baud  playing  bravely 
(he  head  of  the  straggling  line.     In  a  big  cheerful  room  of  tl 
Casino  hot  food  was  served  to  them  and  the  prefet  of  the  Di 
ivicX  welcomed  them  home^  The  band  struck  up  the  Marseillai 
and  they  sang,  lialtiiigly  at  first,  then  with  a  great  cry  "Mt 
chons,  MarchonsV^  that  rang  to  the  flag-draped  ceiling.*® 

The  next  step  was  that  of  identification.     A  card  was  givi 
etch  rapairie  which  enabled  him  to  draw  allocation  and 
effort  was  made  to  ^et  in  touch  with  his  relations.     If  clothii 
was  needed,    it  was   issued.      Jledical   examination   followed^ 
carriers  of  parasites  were  segregated  and  treated ;  those  too 
to  g<:»  on  were  detained  at  fivian  for  ho8pit4ilization.     Th< 
who  were  in  good  health,  who  had  means  of  subsistence 
who  did  not  desire  government  assistance  in  traveling,   w< 
allowed  to  gi>.  at  their  own  expense,  to  whatever  locality  dc 
sired,  exceptions  Wing  Paris  and  the  war  zone.     Those  who 
had  iH'en  claimcHl  by  relatives  and  desired  to  travel  at  govern- 
ment exjMense  were  hospitalized  at  ftvian  for  the  moment  but 
were  allowed  to  leave  either  by  the  first  conTOv  out  or  to  0^H 
individually  as  soon  as  arrangements  could   Ijc  made.     ThoM^^ 
who  were  waiting  to  be  cJaimed  by  relatives  were  eared  for  by 

••  Kor  an  i-xrrllpnt  iU*iicripf ion  <>f  the  nrrival  of  rapnirU*  (raintt  in  Kvii 
WH)   "T)ie   C'liiUln-n    nf    Fruncc    hiuI    llie    KihJ    t'ro»».      by   JuDe   Rid 
Lucas,  pp.  1  11.     FriNlrrick  A.  Stokr*  Company,   1018.* 
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tho  guvernment  at  fivian  or  at  Thonon  or  Aniiemassp.  Those 
who  wrrp  not  chiiniod  aftvv  a  dut;  period  of  waitiiifj  were  sent 
to  rajHilrie  centers  wbifh  were  maiutuiued  by  the  govern- 
ment. 

Early  in  Septembcir,  1017,  Dr.  Lupbs  went  to  ftvian  to  ascer- 
tain if  aseistanro  from  the  ('liildreira  Bureau  woiild  be  needed, 
and  if  so,  aci'eptahle.  He  found  that  only  thirty-tive  lieds  were 
available  in  the  entire  region  for  the  hospitalization  of  children. 
Moreover,  no  systematic  medical  examination  was  given  to  the 
children  as  they  passed  through  £vian,  to  find  out  if  they  were 
in  fit  ctindition  to  continue  on  their  way,  and  already  complaints 
had  beg»m  to  come  from  various  parts  of  France  that  rai>airii 
children  were  bringing  in  virulent  contagions  diseases. 

On  September  27  Dr.  Lucas  took  Dr.  C.  F.  Gelston,  of  San 
Francisco,  a  member  of  the  original  pediatric  unit,  and  i[r. 
W.  C  Stevenson,  an  administrator,  to  ftvian.  A  eonferen<'e 
was  held  the  following  day  between  ofHcials  of  the  French 
Department  of  the  Interior,  the  Service  des  Uapairies  of  fivian, 
the  Coviite  axijc  JlnitcJrieH  de  Lyon  and  the  three  AniericauH. 
It  was  decided  that  the  American  Red  Cross  should  establish 
a  medical  service  at  the  Casino  for  the  examination  of  overy 
fupairie  child  immediately  after  its  arrival  in  Jovian  and  a 
hospital  nearby  to  take  care  of  the  chihJren  who  were  not  in 
condition  to  continue  on  their  way.^^ 

In  an  alcove  of  the  main  hall  of  the  Casino  Dr.  Gelston  set 
up  his  examining  booth.  The  equipment  was  simple,  three 
chairs,  an  electric  light,  a  table  with  tongue  depressors,  a  stetho- 
scope. All  the  rapairies  iiled  through  this  hall  of  the  Casino 
and  as  the  line  moved  forward  an  American  Red  Cross  aide 
stopped  all  children  mider  sixteen  and  led  them  over  to  the 
booth.  Here  another  aide  assisted  the  American  doctor  while 
he  examined  the  child's  throat.  A  nurse  stood  by  to  take  sta- 
tistics and  remarks  on  each  child  as  they  were  called  off  by  the 
physician.  After  examination  another  aide  tagged  the  child 
for  treatment  at  the  American  dispensary,  at  the  dentist's  or 
at  the  Children*8  II(»spItal.  Ilealthy  children  were  allowed  to 
go  on  immediately  with  their  parents  or  guardians  to  other 
parts  of  France. 

The  nearby  American  Ilcd  Cross  Children's  Hospital  was 
established  in  the  Ilolel  du  Chdtelet,  which  had  been  built  in 

*■  Report  of  the  Red  Cros*  Cluldren's  Bureau,  Ro«amoud  Gilder,  Vol.  Til, 
p.  18. 
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a  handsome  park  on  a  sloping  hillside  above  Lake  Genev^^ 
Several   private   villas   nestled   among  the   rose   gardens   a^^| 
flowering  shrubbery  and  thcfie  were  utilised  for  various  piir- 
puses,  one  us  a  dispensary  where  both  dental  and  medical  worj^ 
was  done,  another  as  a  temporary  orphanage,  a  third  as  uui 
quarters.     The  Hotel  du  Chaielet  itself  had  many  open  li 
conies  and  long  windows,  so  the  hirge,  high-eeilinged  rooi 
were  flooded  with  sunshine  aud  fresh  air. 

On  October  10,  1017,  nine  child  welfare  nurses,  with  Mi 
Ashe  in  charge,  went  up  to  fivian  and  opened  the  Childre; 
Hospital.  Fifty  children  were  admitted  and  twenty-one  di 
charged  during  the  first  week  of  its  luaintonance.  The  ma] 
dies  from  which  these  patients  suffered  included  meash 
chicken-pox,  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria  aud  tuberculosis,  Soi 
of  the  skin  diseases  resulting  from  undernourishment  were 
advanced  stages  and  very  repulsive. 

Following  Miss  Ashe's  return  to  Paris  after  the  first  daj^^ 
at  {"^vian,  Miss  Ilelen  King,  a  laywoman,  was  placed  in  char;^^| 
ut  Gvian.  She  l)t»<*ame  ill  and  a  Red  Cross  nurse,  Susan^^^ 
Hoskins,  was  put  temporarily  in  charge.  In  December,  1917, 
Helen  Alniy  Higelow,  a  Massachusetts  nurse,  arrived  at  Pa: 
Headquarters  and  was  inmiediately  assigned  to  £viau  as  chi 
nurse.  Miss  Rigclow  was  a  graduate  of  the  Children's  H( 
pital,  Boston.  She  had  done  public  duty  nursing  in  that  cil 
and  had  had  institutional  cxix^ricnce  in  the  Clevclaud  Ci| 
IIo»pitaI.  She  later  was  supervisor  of  the  pi'diutric  scrvM 
of  the  New  York  Kursery  and  Child's  Hospital  and  reai|^ 
from  this  position  to  undertake  work  with  the  Childit;] 
Bureau. 

.The  number  of  nurses  at  fiviau  varied.  On  December 
1917,  there  were  twelve.  For  the  major  part  of  the  time  the 
nunil)er  was  maintained  at  a  stn-ngth  ttf  iifleeu  graduate  nurses, 
four  American  aides  and  ton  French  aides.  The  employment 
of  Americau  aides  on  a  comprehensive  scale  was  soon  found 
to  l>e  impracticable.  Their  lack  of  truining  in  the  care  of  ciiu- 
tagious  diseasea  made  tliem  of  little  use  and,  morc«)very  they 
were  wnistautly  contracting  the  diseases  because  tliey  did 
know  how  to  take  care  of  themselves. 

Dr.  F.  J.  Lappp,  of  Pttrtland,  Oregon,  was  medicii!  director 
of  tlie  CinUelcl  Hospital  until  January  15,  1018;  he  waa  th( 
transferred  to  Nesle  and  Dr.  CJelston  took  over  the  dirocti< 
of  the  Children's  Hospital  in  addition  to  bis  work  in  examii 
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tion  of  children  at  the  Casino.  Dr.  Florence  Child  was  the 
resident  physician  at  the  Chutelet  Hospital;  Dr.  Dorothy  C^hild 
was  the  dispensary  and  laboratory  doctor;  Dr.  Raymond  Mix- 
sell,  of  Pasadena  and  Dr.  E.  K.  Armstrong,  of  Chicug^n  later 
were  in  tnrn  medicinrchef  of  the  Chatolet  Hospital.  Mr.  W. 
C.  Stevenson  was  in  charge  of  administration. 

The  rapairie  children  who  filled  the  sunny  rooms  had  known 
to  the  full  the  hardships  of  existence  in  a  country  occupied  by 
the  enemy.  Alany  of  them  c^rae  to  the  hospital  with  their 
stunted  little  bodies  clothed  in  rags.  Their  eyes,  which  peered 
out  big  and  black  from  pinched  cheeks,  were  full  of  a  wisdom 
and  a  hunger  that  greatly  endeared  them  to  the  American 
nurses. 

Tlie  Germans  closed  their  frontiers  on  February  20,  1918, 
and  the  convoys  stopped,  but  nn  May  21  they  began  again  and 
continued  uninterruptedly  until  August  3,  1918.  Between  Oc- 
tober, 11*17,  and  August,  1918,  (>5,S(tl  children  were  examined 
at  the  Casino;  1809  of  them  were  cared  for  in  the  American 
hospital,  1824  were  treated  in  the  Red  Cross  dispensary  and 
2597  were  treated  in  the  dental  dispensary.'^  The  convoys 
were  resumed  again  on  September  16  and  continued  until 
Xovembcr,  1018. 

The  Germans  in  November  ceased  to  return  the  rapatrtis 
through  ftvinn.  The  convoys  were  then  sent  rliroutrh  llolhiud 
and  Dr.  Gelston  was  instructed  to  organize  at  Dieppe  a  service 
similar  to  that  at  Evian.  Eighty  thousand  mpairies  were  re- 
turned to  France  in  November  and  December,  1918,  through 
Holland  and  1750  children  were  examined  at  Dieppe.  Fifty- 
one  of  them  received  hospital  care  at  a  small  pavilion  which  the 
llupital  Mixte  loaned  to  the  American  Red  Cross.'' 

The  work  of  medical  examination  and  hospital  care,  both  at 
Evian-les-Bains  and  at  Dieppe,  was  perhaps  the  most  far-rear-h- 
ing  in  its  professional  phases  and  the  most  appealing  in  its 
human  aspects  of  any  of  the  projects  undertaken  by  the  Chil- 
dren's Bxireau,  **The  Red  Cross  at  fivian/'  wrote  Leila 
Halverson,  a  nurse,  "8ave<l  many  sick  cliildren's  lives  and  pro- 
tected the  lives  of  many  others  who  were  well,  by  segregating 
the  sick  from  the  healthy  before  they  had  hud  opportunity  to 
spread  the  contagion," 


"OiMcr  Kpport,  Vol.  Til,  p.  22. 
«/6irf.,  pp.  41-42. 
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SontLwost  of  Evian  lay  the  large  indHatrial  city  of  Lyo 
which  during  1917  and  1018  became  a  atronghold  of  Red  C 
child  welfure  work  in  France.     I^vian  was  primarily  a  ceu 
of    evacuation.      The    French    authorities    insisted    that 
rapatrih  he  sent  on  to  other  ]*>culitic8  as  rapidly  as  possible 
that  this  auiall  border  town  would  not  U>conie  congested.     T 
Children's  Bureau  was  forced  to  look  elsewhere  for  a  site 
which   to  establish  a  convalest^ent  home  for  children  com 
from  the  ChuU'lct  Ilrmpital  at  l^^vian.     Dr.  Lucas  tiK)k  over  fi 
the  purpose  the  Clidfeaiu  des  Ilallcs,  at  Ste,  Fuy  TArgeutie 
thirty  miles  from   Lyons.     Later,  the  Children's  Bureau 
veloped  and  maintained  two  large  convalescent  homes,  two 
tagious  hospitals  and   an   extensive  dispensary  service   in 
Lyons  district,  all  an  outgrowth  of  this  tirst  orphanage  at  Stj 
Foy  TArgcntiere. 

Chateau  des  IlaUes  had  been  the  country'  estjitc  of  Monsi 
Mangini,  a  French  engineer  who  built   the   Hiviera   railroai 
Upon   the   death   of   Madame    Mangini    he   had   presented 
estate  to  rilusf/ivcs  Ctvih  dt  Lyon  upon  condition  that  it 
used  as  a  convalescent  hospital  for  children.    L'Uospices  Ci 
de   Lyon,  was  one   of  the   oldest  charitable   organizations 
Euro|Mf.      It  had    Ix'cn    founded   alM>ut   i)0()   A.    D.    by   Qu 
Hiltrud  and  had  Ih-ci]  in  cioulinuous  existence  ever  since.     "It 
is  heavily  endowed  and  is  very  well  managed/'  wrote  Dr.  Ho' 
ard   Kennedy  Hill,  a   pediatrician  of  the  Children's    Bure 
*'and  all  the  hospitals  of  Lyons  are  under  its  control.** 

LJloap'tceif  Civih  dt  Lyon  offered  the  use  of  the  ChtUeau 
des  Holies  to  the  Children's  Bureau  free  of  charge,  provided 
that  the  American  Red  Cross  would  leave  it  equipped  us  a 
hospital  after  the  war  was  over,  it  was  then  being  operated  by 
Dr.  Ellen  Cover  of  San  Antonio,  Texas,  Mrs.  McKiunon  of 
Oklahoma  City  and  iliss  I-ouise  BybtHf.  It  stoixl  high  upon  a 
hill,  heavily  wooded  with  old  cedars,  pines  and  rcdwooda.  It 
was  Hurmunded  by  a  farm  which  furnished  milk,  butter,  eggs 
and  fresh  vegetables  in  abundance.  The  Ch/ilenu  hud  been 
built  in  IHSf)  with  modern  coiivenienct»s,  but  the  Red  Crt»ss  had 
to  enlarge  the  heating  and  lighting  facilities  to  hospital  dimen- 
sions. Much  of  the  lH*autiful  carved  furniture  was  left  in  the 
ChaU'Hu,  l)ut  the  handsomely  carved  woodw(>rk  of  the 
was  covered  for  prfiteetlon.  However,  the  murals,  the 
marble  stairway  with  its  crimson  e«rpt»t  and  the  tine 
still  gave  to  the  interior  of  the  Chateau  dignity  and  charm. 
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During  the  first  days  of  Novemlx?r,  1!^>17,  a  detachment  con- 
sisting of  a  diroctor  and  four  RlmI  (Jroas  child  wt'lfare  uiirses 
were  sent  up  from  Paris  headqimrtcrs  to  prcpurr  the  Chateau 
des  Halles  for  occupancy.  Dr.  Fnuict^s  O'Neill,  one  of  the 
physicians  of  the  second  pediatric  unit  uiuKt  Dr.  J.  iMasun 
Knox,  was  in  charge;  Sophie  C.  Xelsoii  was  chief  nurse.  Aliss 
Kelson  was  bom  in  Copenhagen,  Denmark,  but  was  a  natu- 
ralized citizen  of  the  United  States.  She  was  graduated  from 
the  Waltham  (Massachusetts)  Training  School  for  Nurses.  In 
April,  11)16,  she  undertook  infant-welfare  work  for  the  board 
of  health  of  Cambridge,  ilass.,  and  later  became  superinten- 
dent of  the  Public  Health  Xiirsing  Association,  Louisville, 
Kentiicky.  With  this  experience  as  a  background  and  with  a 
fluent  knowledge  of  French,  Miss  Nelson  proved  herself  an 
able  organizer  and  executive.  Moreover,  she  was  possessed  of 
an  unusually  winning  personality. 

Frances  B,  Archer,  Elmira  W.  Benra  and  Mary  P.  McCand- 
lish  were  the  other  nurses.  Mrs.  Flortrncc  Lee  Holtzman,  of 
Washington,  D.  C,  a  laywoman  of  initiative  and  business  acu- 
men, first  had  eJiarge  of  the  financial  details  at  the  Chateau. 

By  November  22  the  nurses  had  cleaned  the  wards  and  set 
up  rows  of  small  white  cribs  in  readiness  for  the  arrival  of  ten 
children  from  Evian.  Other  detachments  were  soon  sent  in 
rapidly  until  there  were  seventy  patients  in  the  Chateau  in 
February.  The  nursing  staflf,  though  reenforced  by  several 
aides,  was  limited  and  the  heating  facilities  were  very  p*>or, 
so  Dr.  O'Neill  did  not  dare  for  the  time  being  to  take  a  larger 
number  of  patients.  The  Chateau  had  some  sixty  rooms  whicJi 
were  at  first  heated  only  by  wood  fires.  The  fall  of  snow 
around  Lyons  was  heavier  in  the  winter  of  11*17  and  1918  than 
it  had  been  for  forty  years.  '*The  enormously  thiek  stone  walls 
made  the  Chateau  a  veritable  ice-lM)X,*'  wrute  Dr.  O'Neill, 
''and  I  have  often  wondered  how  those  American  nurses  and 
aides  stood  the  cold.    Surely  tliey  must  have  sufiered," 

The  professional  work  at  the  Chateau  des  Halles  differed 
very  little  froni  that  at  other  hospitals  of  the  Children's  Bu- 
reau. Here  were  the  same  sick  babies,  the  same  thiu,  wistful 
young  children  to  nurse  and  feed  and  bathe.  "A  depressing 
thing,"  wrote  Dr.  O'Neill,  *'wa9  tJie  inability  or  possibly  fear 
of  one  child  to  play  with  another.  The  Buche  rule  had  held 
them  down  so  long  that  they  would  simply  sit  where  they  hud 
been  put  until  they  were  told  to  move."    To  be  always  hungry, 
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to  l>e  sick  and  frigbtonfd,   to  have 
brothers  and  sisters  killed,  to  have  ^ 
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Uowii   witn      ines  tifjaircs, 

French  cliikl,  seenietl  to  have  choked  the  play  instinct  within 

them  anti  they  wit  mntioulcs.s  nnd  dumb. 

"To  me  perhaps  the  siiddost  si^ht,"  continued  Dr.  O'Neill, 
"was  the  little  lioche  babies  abandoned  by  their  mothers  as 
soon  as  tlioy  reached  French  soil  a^uin.  I  have  seen  several 
families  whore  part  of  the  children  had  French  fathers  and 
part  had  had  Boehe  fathers," 

As  soon  as  the  children  were  fully  recovered  they  were  sent 
to  the  Soctete  de  St'cours  au^-  RufHttnes  at  Lyons,  a  well  estab- 
lished French  organization  under  tlie  leadership  of  Madame 
Gillet-Motte;  she  maintained  two  estal^lishments  in  Lyons,  one 
for  boys  and  the  other  for  girls,  and  a  barracks  where  children 
susptK'ted  of  exposure  to  contagious  diseases  were  placed  for 
observation.  The  i^ociete  de  Secours  made  efforts  to  return  the 
rapalrie  children  to  their  parents  or  relatives. 

The  Chateau  des  Ilalles  had  originally  been  intended  for  use 
as  a  convalescent  himie  for  children,  but  on  aw^uint  of  the  great 
ntimlxT  of  children  examined  at  ftvian  and  the  lack  of  space 
there  in  which  to  house  children  for  the  proper  period  of  ob- 
servation, contagious  cases  slipp^Hi  hy  t-o  Lyons  and  were  then 
taken  to  the  l^hateau,  which  caused  it  to  be  quarantincHl  fre- 
quently. Another  disadvantage  was  the  location  of  the  Chateau 
thirty  miles  fr<»m  Lyons;  the  railroad  service  from  Lyons  to  S(e. 
Foy  rArgenticre  was  po<:pr  and  the  transportation  of  patients 
and  supplies  became  a  difficult  proldem.  For  these  reasons  the 
Chateau  did  not  entirely  meet  the  need  for  convalescent  beti 
80  about  May  1,  1018,  the  policy  which  governed  its  main 
nanct*  was  changed,  l^r.  0*Neill  was  transferred  to  Paris, 
nurses  were  reassigned  to  other  more  vital  service  and  Vhatraii 
des  Ilallen  was  used  as  an  orphanage  where  children  were  sent 
for  summer  outings.     It  was  then  tilled  to  cBpiK'ity. 

As  ha^  been  suggesttnl,  the  jirimary  need  ut  Lynns  was  for  a 
general  hospital  for  children  which  would  care  for  cases  from 
Lyons  and  rapalri^s  who  slipped  through  fivian.  On  Febru- 
ary 6,  1918,  Dr.  Clifford  Grulee,  of  Chicago,  had  arrived  at 
Paris  headcpiartcrs  for  work  in  the  Children's  Hureau.  Dr4 
Orulee  had  been  assistant  professor  of  Pediatrics  at  Hush 
Medical  C-ollege  and  attendant  pediatrician  at  the  Presby- 
torian  Hospital  and  the  Home  for  Destitute  Crippled  Children 
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and  his  book  on  Infant  Feeding  was  regarded  as  an  aiithnrity 
t.hron^iont  the  United  States.  Upon  bis  return  in  1918  from 
Fran<T  lie  became  professor  of  Pediatrics  of  the  University  of 
Chicago- 
Early  in  Febniary,  1918,  Dr.  Grulee  was  appointed  medical 
delegate  of  the  Children-s  Bureau  for  Lyons  and  he  immedi- 
ately went  there  to  develop  the  work,  Sophie  Nelson,  hitherto 
chief  nurse  of  the  Chateau  des  Ilalles,  was  app<3iuted  as  chief 
nurse  of  the  L^'ons  district  and  she  and  Dr.  Grulee  undertook 
the  establishment  of  a  contagious  children's  hospital  in  Lynns, 
Hospital  Violet;  a  eouvuleafcnt  home.  La  Chanx;  a  diap<'nsary 
service,  and  some  months  later  a  special  gtmeral  hospital,  Hos- 
pital Holtzman. 

Before  outlining  the  development  of  these  institutions  at 
Lyons  a  short  statement  of  the  educational  work  of  the  Chil- 
dren's Bureau  is  necessary,  for  to  this  phase  of  Red  CVoss 
t  endeavor  was  undoubtedly  due  in  large  part  the  success  which 
attended  the  establishment  of  these  hospitals  and  homes.  The 
need  in  France  for  a  strong  public  interest  in  child  welfare  work 
was  vital ;  in  a  country  where  two  adults  were  dying  for  every 
child  born,  the  life  of  that  child  l>ecame  doubly  precious.  In 
conjunction  with  the  Educational  Service  of  the  Rockefeller 
Commission  for  the  Prevention  of  Tubercnlosis  in  France,  the 
Children's  Bureau  undertook  an  educational  campaign  early 
in  1018  to  awaken  p^iblic  interest  in  saving  the  lives  of  babies 
and  children.  Philip  S.  Piatt  was  the  first  director  of  the 
Educational  Service  of  the  Children's  Bureau.  Ellen  C.  Bab- 
bitt, an  American  social  worker,  expert  in  preparing  child  wel- 
fare exhibits,  joined  the  Children's  Bureau  on  March  26,  1018, 
and  assisted  in  the  preparation  of  the  exhibits.  Health  litera- 
ture was  published  and  distributed  in  large  quantities.  Two 
traveling  exhibits  were  set  up  and  sent  through  seven  depart- 
ments of  France.  Large  child  welfare  expositions  were  organ- 
ized l)y  the  American  Red  Cross  in  cooperation  with  the  French 
Ministry  of  the  Interior  and  the  Infant  Mortality  League  and 
were  held  in  Lyons,  Marseilles  and  Saint  fitienne.  The  exposi- 
tion at  Lyons  was,  however,  the  first  and  largest  of  these. 

A  detailed  account**  of  this  exposition  lies  outside  the  pro- 
vince of  a  history  of  the  American  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service. 

"  For  auch  see  Report  of  the  CliildreirH  Hureau,  Vul.  III.  Infant  Welfare 
ipaign.  Rosamood  Oilder.     Library,  National  Tleadquarters,  Washing- 

D.  a 
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The  pxpositiou  was  opened  in  a  large  pavilion  on  the  Place 
Bellcconr,  ou  April  i),  1916,  by  Senator  Herriot,  then  mayor 
of  Lyons.  Health  phiys  enaeted  by  puppets,  leetnrca,  nmtinn 
piotnre  shows  and  eharts  illnstrating  all  types  of  ehihl  welfare 
work  formed  the  principal  material  of  the  exhibit.  Among 
these  wore  a  scries  of  some  eighteen  posters  drawn  in  color  by 
Anna  Miles  Upjohn,  an  American  portrait  painter.  Demon- 
strations of  dental  hygiene  and  of  the  hygiene  of  the  nose,  oar 
and  throat  were  lield  in  separate  booths.  In  the  center  of  the 
pavilion  on  a  platform  snrrounded  by  glass  to  keep  it  warm 
Susanne  B.  Honkins  demonstrated  the  proper  care  of  a  baby. 
**While  the  French  people  whom  I  met  personally  were  very 
pleasant  to  mc,"  wrote  Miss  Iloskins,  "and  used  to  crowd 
around  to  see  the  jolly,  kicking  baby  plunged  into  the  tub  of 
warm  water  •  •  .  they  said  we  were  foolish  in  coming  over 
and  trying  to  teach  them  how  to  care  for  tJieir  children.  My 
answer  was:  *We  are  only  trying  to  show  you  our  way.'  " 

The  exjM»sition  at  Lyons  lasted  from  April  0  to  April  30  utui 
during  these  twenty-two  days  173,155  people  attended  it,  one- 
fourth  of  the  population  of  the  Lyons  district.*^ 

On  April  1  the  doors  of  the  C^hildreu's  Hospital  at  Lyons 
were  opened.  During  the  early  siiinnier  of  11>14  Dr.  Violet,  a 
French  physician,  had  started  n  private  hospital  at  142  Coutb 
Gambetta,  J-yons,  but  upon  the  declaration  of  war  he  had  been 
mobilized  into  the  military  service.  His  hospital,  Hospital 
Violet,  had  been  closed.  The  modem  hospital  building  in 
which  it  had  been  located  was  unoccupied  until  March,  1918, 
when  the  American  Red  Cross  rented  it  for  use  as  a  general 
hospital  for  children. 

Ida  F.  liuthr  was  chief  nurse  of  the  Hospital  Violet.  With 
Miss  Butler's  assignment  to  war  nursing  service  in  Fram^ 
came  an  interesting  link  with  Civil  War  da^s.  Her  father,  of 
New  England  stock  and  northern  s>Tnpathic«,  was  severely 
wounded  in  Virginia  and  was  brought  to  the  old  Annory  Sijuaro 
lIos])itaI  iii  Wunhington,  D.  (-.  While  on  duty  as  a  volunteer 
nurse  in  tliis  hospital,  Ida  de  M.  Fazio,  a  Washington  girl  of 
Castilian  dt'sct'ut  and  southern  sympathies,  met  him  and  thoy 
were  married  at  the  end  of  hostilities.  A  dirtvt  link  between 
Miss  Hutler's  family  and  the  American  Red  Croaa  during  the 
European  War  was  through  her  brother,  who  as  president  of 
a  large  American  insurance  company,  made  poesiolo  the  gen- 
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erous  arrangements  by  which  the  American  Red  Cross  was  able 
to  insure  the  health  and  lives  of  its  overseas  workers. 

Miss  Butler  was  a  graduate  of  the  Hartford  Training  Sehool 
and  was  for  twelve  years  head  of  the  maternitv  and  fr>'utH'o- 
logical  department  of  the  Hartford  Hospital.  She  then  became 
supervisor  of  probationers.  By  temperament,  she  was  direct 
and  fearless,  with  a  vivid  and  droll  gift  of  expression  and  an 
intense  loyalty  for  her  friends.  Above  all  else,  she  was  con- 
scientious, a  good  nurse  who  never  forgot  the  old-fashioned 
ethics  of  the  relation  of  nurse  to  patient. 

Hospital  Violet  was  opened  on  April  1  and  drew  patients 
from  three  principal  sources.  ''Refugees  from  the  north  who 
had  lx»en  sent  to  the  two  Red  Cross  orpiianages,  Vhnicait  dcs 
Holler  and  La  Chaux"  wrote  Miss  Butler,  "and  rapatrie  chil- 
dren coming  from  fivian  were  our  emergency  cases.  Our  con- 
structive work  was  done  in  connection  with  children  sent  into 
the  hospital  from  two  Red  Cross  disiK'uaaries  ei^tablished  in 
Lyons." 

The  first  of  these  dispensaries  had  been  opened  at  42  Avenue 
Berthelot  in  March,  1018,  by  Dr.  Virginia  Murray,  of  San 
Francisco.  The  dispensary  treated  raf/atrte  children  then  liv- 
ing in  Lyons,  and  also  childr(»n  who  had  lived  there  since  in- 
fancy but  who  because  of  the  dearth  of  Freut'h  physicians  wore 
in  need  of  medical  care.  By  July  1,  liUS,  tliis  iUspensary  had 
treated  over  1900  new  cases.  A  second  dispensary,  located 
at  2  Avenue  do  la  Bibliotheque,  was  o^K'ned  on  July  22. 

As  Miss  Butler  stated,  these  dispensaries  were  one  of  the 
principal  sources  through  which  patienta  were  sent  to  the  H<»8- 
pital  Violot  and  a  gr(*at  number  of  thorn  were  nose,  throat  and 
dental  cases.  Dr.  William  E.  Wiggin  of  Lowell,  Mass.,  was 
chief  of  the  nose  and  throat  department;  his  wife  Laura  Wig- 
gin,  a  nurse,  was  his  assistant  and  anesthetist.  Dr.  Raymond 
M.  Watson  of  Waltham,  Mass.,  was  chief  of  the  dental  de- 
partment and  treated  from  thirty  to  fifty  children  daily  four 
times  a  week. 

Following  the  establishment  of  the  Hospital  Violet  in  April, 
1918,  a  convalescent  home.  La  Chauj:,  was  opened  early  in  May, 
La  Chaax  was  located  on  the  Rhone  River  eight  miles  from 
Lyons,  and  to  this  pleasant  estate  were  sent  three  hundred  chil- 
dren from  Toul  and  tsvo  hundred  and  twenty  children  from  Paris 
who  had  been  hurried  out  of  the  city  under  the  chaperonage  of 
Paris  school  teachers  during  the  spring  bombardments.     Two 
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nurses,  Susanno  B.  Hoskins  and  Katliryn  Flanagan,  opened  the 
old  cbatfuii  latti  in  April  and  act  up  the  several  hundred  beds  for 
the  reception  of  the  children.  "The  little  brown  cots  neatly 
8pn»ad  with  the  oLarniin^,  vari-ex»lored  af^huus  made  by  Anieri* 
can  Red  Gross  tTuni(jrs,"  wrote  Miss  Fhinagan,  **flnrely  were 
a  joy  to  see.  The  entire  chateau  was  suiTounded  by  a  terrace 
banked  with  wistaria,  then  in  fiiH  bloora,  and  when  those  tired 
youngsters  arrivcn]  from  Paris,  the  first  thing  they  saw  we 
these  vivid  afghan^  and  beyond  the  open  windows,  the  fragrai 
flower-hung  terraces."  The  children  at  Im  Chaux  lived  large); 
in  the  open  air.  Classes,  drills  and  games  were  held  and  even 
meals  were  served  on  the  terraces  and  in  the  gardens. 

Neither  the   two  orphanages.   Chateau  dt*s  Holies   and 
Chaux,  nor  the  Hospital  Violet,  nor  the  dispensaries  afforded^ 
exactly  the  specialization  wliich  the  Lyons  situation  demanded, 
80  on  June  11,  11^*18,  Dr.  Gnilee  converted  the  Hospital  Violet 
into  a  purely  contagious  hospital  and  sent  Miss  Butler  to  orgai 
izc  a  hospital   for  acute  diseases  of  children    in   the  forraei 
German  Consulate,  137  Boulevard  des  Beiges.     This  was  calledi 
Hospital  Holtzman,  in  deference  to  Madame  Holtzman'a  tire?^ 
less  etforts  at  dfs  Ilalles.     The  nose  and  tliroat  departraen< 
was  transferred  from  the  Hospital  Violet  to  the  new  hospital, 
but  the  dental  department  was  attached  tu  the  main  dispensary 
in  the  Aveniu'  Berthelot. 

The  German  Consulate,  a  "magnificent  example  of  German 
ornate  extravagance,"  had  been  built  with  the  idea  that  the, 
Kaiser  would  reside  there  whenever  he  v\u>se  to  visit  Lyons. 
It  had  seven  bath-rooms,  **each  one  finished  in  marble  and| 
onyx,"  wrote  Miss  Butler  to  Miss  Noyes,  *'It  makes  the  finest! 
kind  of  service  room.  The  old  rose  halls  and  the  grand  aalonSy; 
now  covered  with  brown  paper  to  protect  them,"  she  continued, 
"are  wards  for  children  aged  from  two  to  four  and  the  brilliant 
light  from  the  magnificent  glass  chandelier  dazzles  their  little 
eyes.  The  library  is  still  full  of  valuable  books;  the  shelves 
have  IxH'n  bonrded  up  and  sealed  and  the  nnun  is  used  as  an 
infants'  ward/'  Dorothy  Cox,  of  Terre  Haute.  Indiatia,  wiiB 
business  manager;  she  had  assisted  Miss  Babbitt  in  the  de- 
velopment of  the  Lyons  Child  Welfare  Exposition  and  remained 
at  Lyons  after  the  f'xp«isition  was  close*!. 

The  Holtzman  Hospital  had  a  total  capacity  of  one  hundred 
and  fifteen  beds,  but  owing  to  tlje  sc^arcity  of  nnrsci*  and  aide* 
due  to  the  military  needs,  it  admitted  an  average  of  only  sixty 
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cases.  Until  July,  Miss  Butler's  staff  had  consisted  of  four 
American  Red  Cross  nurses,  three  American  aides  and  numerous 
Freuc'h  aides,  but  by  the  middle  of  July,  only  one  other  nurse 
was  left.  One  of  the  four  had  been  taken  ill  and  Mies  Ashe 
had  recalled  two  others  and  the  American  aides  for  assignment 
to  the  Department  of  Military  Affairs,  so  Miss  Butler  and  the 
fourth  American  gradnnte  nurse,  a  French  nurse  from  the 
Niphtinpale  School  at  Bordeaux  and  ten  French  aides  did  all 
tlie  nursing  at  the  IIi»Uznia!i  Hnspitul.  "At  present  we  have 
nine  bone  cases,"  wrote  Miss  Butler  to  Miss  Noyea  on  Jnly  30, 
"and  fifteen  daily  dressings, — little  fingers  and  toes  just  slough- 
ing away.  We  also  have  several  cases  of  puhnonary  tuberculosis 
and  fe<'ding  <'a8ea  with  complications  of  all  ktndB.''  In  August, 
50  per  cent  of  the  young  patients  at  Hospital  lloltzmuii  were 
tubercular. 

The  policies  of  the  Children's  Bureau  included,  it  will  be 
remembered,  the  training  of  French  womei»  to  do  "follow-np'* 
work  in  the  homes.  These  women  were  called  vijtiteiuies  d'en- 
fants  and  the  value  of  their  service  depended  almost  entirely 
upon  the  type  of  woman  selected  and  the  intensive  instruction 
given  them  by  the  Red  Cmss.  A  committee  was  formed  which 
consisted  of  five  influential  women  of  Lyons  and  of  Miss  Nelson, 
chief  nurse  of  the  Children's  Bureau  in  the  Lyons  district. 
Lectures  were  delivered  to  the  vmieuses  d'enfanls  by  prominent 
French  physicians  nf  the  city.  Aiiaerican  Red  Cross  nurses 
at  the  Hospital  Violet  gave  them  clinical  infitruction  in  the 
wards.  Twenty-five  women  were  chosen.  The  general  ar- 
rangements were  made  by  Elizabeth  Mitchell,  a  nurse  from 
Newport,  Rhode  Island.  The  course  began  in  the  middle  of 
April  and  lasted  until  the  first  of  June.  It  consisted  of  forty 
lectures,  one  of  which  was  given  each  day.  The  practical  in- 
Btniction  in  the  wards  of  the  Hospital  Violet  and  at  the  Red 
Cross  dispensaries  was  given  by  the  American  nurses.  Twenty- 
one  women  passed  the  examination  successfully  and  were  able 
to  give  material  help  in  the  Red  Cross  campaign  against  infant 
mortality. 

In  addition  to  the  maintenance  of  the  two  orphanages,  the 
contagious  hospital,  the  hospital  for  acute  diseases  and  the  two 
dispensaries,  the  Children's  Bureau  at  Lyons  did  much  to  co- 
ordinate local  child  welfare  activities  in  Lyons.  It  also  gave 
8ub6idi<*s  to  French  charity  organizations.  Moreover,  a  Red 
Cross  dispensary  was  established  in  Roauno  and  a  rest  home 
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for  pregnant  women  and  a  pouponniere  at  Vieune,  both  ou 
iyiug  villages  near  Lyons. 

WLen  the  American  Army  planned  its  drive  on  St.  Mihiel 
in  August,  1918,  the  military  authorities  asked  that  the  Asile 
Caserne  de  Luxembourg  at  Toul  be  converted  into  a  military 
hospital.  Tbe  five  hundred  children  who  were  being  cared 
for  there  were  sent  on  September  2  to  Lyt»n8;  three  htindred  and 
forty  of  them  were  taken  to  La  Chaux  and  the  others  were  dis- 
tributed in  various  hospitals  in  the  city.  Even  Lyons,  bow- 
ever,  was  to  share  in  the  great  need  for  hospital  beds  for  the 
American  t.nM>ps  during  the  influenza  cpidnmie.  A  large  reserve 
oHicers'  training  camp  of  tbe  American  Expeditionary  Forces 
was  located  at  I-a  Vulbtjune,  fiftci'ii  miles  north  (»f  I^yons.  Luto 
in  October,  when  the  influenza  epidemic  became  virulent,  Colonel 
Morrow,  U,  S.  A.  Medical  Corps,  asked  the  Red  Cross  to  find 
10,000  hospital  beds  fnr  American  soldiers  in  and  near  Lyons. 
La  Chmix  was  converted  into  a  military  hospital,  as  has  already 
been  stated,  nnd  military  wards  were  opened  both  at  the  Hos- 
pitals Holtzman  and  Violet  to  care  for  influenza  case-s. 

Twenty  miles  below  Lyons  on  the  Rhone  River  was  situated 
the  indttslrial  city  of  St.  fitienne, — ''the  Pittsburg  of  France^" 
Dr.  Richard  Cabot  called  it.  Both  within  the  city  districts  and 
in  the  outlying  villages,  the  normal  population  was  doubled  by 
the  influx  of  refugees  from  the  North,  many  of  them  the 
rapairies  who  had  passed  through  fivian.  Only  fourteen  physi- 
cians were  available  in  1917  to  care  for  the  medical  and  surgical 
needs  of  these  250,000  people. 

Early  in  November,  11>17,  citizens  of  St  fttienne  asked  the 
Children's  Bureau  to  send  them  a  pediatrician  to  undertake 
ch  i  Id  wel  fa  re  work.  Dr.  H .  S.  B.  Sm  i  th  nti  d  E  va  I»u  i  so 
Smxiihe  were  sent  from  Paris  Headquarters  and  opened  a  Red 
Cross  dispensary  at  St.  fitienne  on  Decemlier  31,   11>LS. 

Eva  Louise  Smythe  had  had  wide  experience  as  a  public 
health  nurse.  She  was  born  on  tbe  Island  of  St.  Helena.  She 
was  graduated  from  tbe  Massachusetts  Training:  School,  Ma' 
den,  and  for  sixteen  years  was  oflic'c  nurse  and  surgical  assistant 
to  a  ]SIalden  physician.  She  then  ^H'jk  up  scliool  nursing  in 
Pn.sadena,  California.  In  UiH»  she  joined  the  Red  Cross  Town 
and  Country  Nursing  Service  and  for  nine  months  did  rural 
nursing  in  Doylcstown,  Pa.  She  went  overseas  with  the  first 
Harvard  Unit  to  do  special  work  for  Dr.  Cabot  and  sen'ed 
with  the  British  Expeditionary  Forcea.     She  joined  the  Chil- 
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dren'a  Bureau  in  October,  1017,  and  was  sent  immediately  to 
St.  £tienne.  She  waa  a  woman  of  strong  personality,  au 
executive  who  did  not  shirk  respousibility;  she  was  honest, 
direct,  somoliines  to  the  point  of  bluiitnoss,  and  pf>sse88ed  of 
good  judgment. 

The  mayor  of  St  Etienne  donated  a  nxnn  equipped  with 
electricity,  gas,  water  and  modern  disponsury  equipment;  the 
American  Ked  Cross  furnished  ptTsoiitu'J,  niediciuc»»  clothing 
and  other  uecesstiry  supplies.  During  the  first  months  of  her 
work  at  St  fitienuc  Miss  Smythe  assisted  at  the  clinics  held 
every  afternoon  at  the  dispensary  and  did  visiting  nursing  in 
the  mornings.  Gradually  Dr.  Smith  extended  his  work  to  the 
neighboring  villages  and  established  lied  Cross  dispensaries  at 
La  Talaudiere,  St  Chamond  and  at  Koanne. 

As  the  dispensary  service  developed,  the  need  for  a  children's 
hospital  at  St,  fitiennc  became  more  and  more  evident  Ar- 
rangements were  etTeeted  whereby  the  American  Red  Cross 
appropriated  l7^>,00(^  francs  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  such 
an  institution,  and  the  citizens  of  St.  Etienne  ruised  u  aiuiihir 
amount 

Tljia  hospital,  which  was  culled  Chautnlonette  and  which  was 
(if  100  bcul  capacity,  was  formally  opened  on  January  21,  UUl). 
The  American  Rod  Cross  turned  it  over  entirely  to  the  city 
of  St.  fttiennc  on  March  20,  but  during  the  two  months  of  Red 
Cross  administration  267  cases  were  treated  there  and  231 
operations  were  performed.  Refugee  children  comprised  35  per 
cent  of  this  number;  the  others  were  children  from  St.  Etienne 
and  the  surrounding  villages.** 

The  nursing  personnel  for  these  dispensaries  and  for  the 
Chautalouette  H«ispital  was  recruited  and  trained  entirely  by 
Miss  Smythe.  Miss  Ashe  summarized  Miss  Smythe's  work  in 
the  Weekly  Report  of  the  Children's  Bureau  ending  July  6, 
1918: 

Miss  Smythe  went  to  St.  I5tienne  eight  months  ago,  alone. 
She  has  never  asked  us  for  help  and  she  has  organized  there  a 
group  of  24  French  girls,  I  asked  her  where  she  got  them, 
and  she  told  me  she  went  to  the  Normal  Sehool  and  asked  for 
volunteers  who  could  Rpeak  Knglish  to  help  her.  Twenty- 
four  women,  till  vnhniteers.  res|>onded  and  she  has  tnu^fit 
tliem.  and  rigljt  straight  along  these  girls  have  gone  with  her 
and  have  had  splendid  training.  She  asked  for  au  Ameriean 
»GiMer  Report^  Vol.  III.  p.  43. 
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nurse  to  do  the  work  at  the  cliild  welfare  exhibit,  and  I 
have  sent  her  one  nurse.  I  think  that  for  a  woman  coming 
over  alone,  without  a  word  of  French,  to  have  developed  a 
situation  like  this  is  really  quite  remarkable. 

Miss  Smythe  expects  to  get  from  her  class  enough  nurses  ta] 
put  into  the  children's  hospital  about  to  open  at  St.  fitienne, 
without  asking  us  for  American  nurses.  There  were  sorae^ 
school  teachers  of  St.  fitienne  who  came  to  Miss  Smytlie  out-^ 
side  of  school  hours  for  the  training. 

One  of  Miss  Smythe*s  first  st^ps  was  to  organize  a  littldl 
boys'  club.  St.  fitienne  is  a  manufacturing  city,  and  is  \eTf\ 
dirty  and  crowded  at  the  present  time.  The  refugees  hav( 
gone  into  al)nndone<l  houses,  which  in  many  cases  are  simply  i 
filthy  holes.  By  putting  up  a  prize  of  a  pair  of  rubber  bootSy, 
Miss  Smythe  aroused  competition  among  the  boys,  and  gotl 
these  dirty  streets  and  alleyK  cleaned  up.  She  altio  startedj 
sewing  classes  for  the  girls^  and  they  made  necessary  articli 
for  the  dispensaries. 

St-  fitienne  was  one  of  the  three  large  industrial  cities  to  be 
visited  by  the  child  welfare  exposition  of  the  Children's  Bureau, 
The  exposition  was  held  in  the  Bourse  de  Travail  between  July 
11  and  July  28,  and  80,000  people  attended  it.  Alitrgarei 
Frances  McLeod,  the  single  American  nurse  ^liss  Ashe  wrote] 
of  who  was  sent  by  the  Children's  Bureau  to  assist  J\Iiss  SmythOi^ 
described  the  attendance: 

The  hall  was  filled ;  over  5000  people  attended  the  opening,  | 
The  next  day  I  think  the  entire  city,  or  at  least  it  seemed  that 
many,  visited  the  exposition  and  displayed  intense  interest. 
School  teachers  came  not  once  but  several  times  and  brought 
their  classes.  The  French  girls  from  the  best  families  in  thr 
city  donned  the  Red  Cross  gown  and  cap  and  actetl  as  inter- 
preters and  assistants  for  the  doctors  at  the  ditfcrent  clinics. 
Literature  was  distributed  and  educational  posters  disptayc<l 
everj'where.  I  have  never  seen  such  real  enjoyment  and 
appreciation  anywhere  else  and  it  was  genuine. 

My  small  part  in  the  exhibition  was  to  bathe  the  baby  am 
dress  it  in  the  American  way.    J  don't  think  I  ever  enjoyed*' 
anjihing  nxire  than  that  in  all  my  nursing  experience.    You 
reallv  felt  the  people  were  taking  an  interest. 

The  doctor  and   nurse  at  St.   fitienne  have  accomplished] 
more  good  in  public  health  than  any  place  in  France.    Theii 
cooperation  with  the  prominent  ci^  officials  and  the  {Hwpl 
of  St.  fitienne  was  truly  remarkable.  .  .  . 
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Directly  bolow  Lyons  and  St.  fitienne  lay  the  city  of  Mar- 
Boillcs,  the  southeastern  gateway  to  France.  Like  its  sister  in- 
dustrial cities  in  the  north,  its  popnlatiuu  hud  doubled.  The 
housing  facilities  which  had  aceominodated  (lOO^OOO  ia  1914 
were  wholly  inadequate  for  the  1,000,000  jind  more  who  thronged 
the  city  in  1917.  The  war  had  praeticaily  inhibited  new  con- 
struction. 

The  population  of  MarseillcH  was  a  transient,  cosmopolitan 
one.  Soldiers,  refugees  and  merchants  of  every  race  elbowed 
each  other  in  the  dirty,  picturesque  streets.  A  colony  of  Greeks 
and  a  colony  of  120,000  Italians  had  settled  there.  Although 
unique  among  French  cities,  this  population  resembled  that  of 
many  American  cities  and  in  this  respect  did  not  offer  a  social 
service  and  public  health  nursiug  problem  unusual  to  an  ex- 
perienced American  personnel. 

Both  the  native  and  the  refugee  child  suffered  at  Mar- 
seilles and  would  have  suffered  more  had  it  not  been  for  the 
efforts  of  some  sixty  local  plulunthropic  institutions,  of  all 
types,  which  existed  in  the  city  and  which  expended  in  1917  over 
8,000,000  frs.  for  child  welfare.  The  Children's  Bureau  as 
well  undertook  extensive  work  at  Marseilles. 

In  January,  1!)18,  Dr.  and  ilrs.  Lucas,  Dr.  Oscar  H.  Sellen- 
ings,  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  Miss  Elizabeth  Wallace  visited 
the  city  and  made  a  swift  survey  of  Cdudiliona.  Two  facts 
brought  out  by  this  8ur\'ey  were:  first,  the  need  for  relief  work 
for  the  childn-n ;  secondly,  the  need  for  infinite  care  and  tact  in 
developing  this  work,  bi-cause  of  tlie  large  number  of  already 
organized  oeuvres. 

On  February  6,  Dr.  Sellenings  was  assigned  to  Marseilles 
to  develop  child  welfare  work  tliere. 

On  March  1  a  meeting  was  held,  at  which  representatives  of 
between  40  and  50  institutions  agreed  to  fonn  an  office  central 
which  would  act  as  a  '^clearing  house*'  for  child  welfare  work 
at  Marseilles.  This  office  was  established  at  the  headquarters  of 
the  Children's  Bureau,  33  Boulevard  de  la  Liberte,  and  the 
American  lied  Cross  contributed  the  services  of  a  secretary  to 
this  organization. 

Emily  Hauuuond  Smith  arrived  in  Marseilles  on  March  4 
to  assist  Dr.  Stjlleniugs  in  the  developnient  of  the  dispensary 
and  milk  station,  and  tt)  develup  public  health  nursing.  Miss 
Smith  was  a  graduate  of  the  Children's  Hospital,  Boston,  Mass. 
She  was  for  two  seasons  superintendent  of  the  North  Shore 
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Babies'  Summer  Hodpital,  Salem,  Mbss.  She  later  became 
assistant  superintendent  of  tLe  Children's  IIt»9pital,  Boston^ 
and  resigned  to  enter  Red  Cross  service  early  in  1018. 

The  Red  Cross  children's  dispensary  at  Marseilles,  which  was 
called  the  Maison  d*Enfance,  was  located  in  the  Rue  Tregauc6 
within  the  walls  of  old  Roman  ruins.  On  a  rainy  Saturday 
afternoon,  March  16,  Dr.  Selleuings  and  Miss  Smith  opened  the 
doors  of  the  clinic  and  found  the  ante-room  packed  with  mothers 
and  babies. 

Clinics  were  afterwords  held  on  Tuesdays  and  SaturdaN-s 
from  2  to  7  P.M.,  and  the  average  attendance  was  40  cases. 
Dr.  A,  M.  Gove  was  in  charge  of  the  dispensary.  Only  children 
under  2  j'cars  of  nge  were  admitted  at  the  Matson  d'Enfancc* 
A  canteen  for  nursing  mothers  was  condnctinl  in  connwtion 
with  the  dispensary.  Milk  formulns  for  bottle-fed  babies  were 
prrpiired  there,  and  follow-up  work  in  the  homea  was  done  by 
the  nurses. 

One  of  the  principal  aims  of  the  Children's  Bureau  at  Mar- 
seilles was  to  furnish  assistance  to  Nourrison^  Clinics.  J)r. 
Gove,  the  American  nurses  and  the  French  nursing  aides  gave 
medical  and  nursing  care  to  babies  at  three  such  clinics;  this 
particular  service  was  only  for  well  babies.  The  Children's 
iiureau  also  furnished  a  doctor  for  the  Dispensaire  des  Enfant$ 
Malades,  Rue  St.  Sebastian  and  for  another  local  dispensary  at 
No.  22  Rouoas  Hlanc.  Other  miscellaneous  activities  included 
the  eatablishmeut  and  maintenance  at  Aubenas,  for  three  mouthi 
of  a  dispensary  for  inHucnza  cases,  which  was  finally  turned 
over  to  French  physicians  on  their  return  from  the  front. 

During  its  14  months  at  Marseilles,  the  Childrcns  Bureau 

made  fominl  donations  amounting  to  100,500  franoe  to  eight 

local  charities:  Entre-Aide  Feminine;  Art  et  Chariti;  Asila 

SL  Louis;  Asile  St.  Joseph;  Abri  Maternal;  Dispensaire  d$M 

'Jnfantji  Malades;  Aide  aux  Veuvps;  and  five  creches,^^ 

Following  the  establishment  of  the  dispensary  service,  the 
Children's  Bureau  held  a  child  welfare  exposition  at  Marsteiliee 
from  May  27  to  June  9  at  the  Maison  de  la  Mtdualiii.  In  tiilS 
building  were  the  offices  of  some  3.*^  local  ornrrfs,  so  the  exp06h 
tion  was  held  in  the  very  center  of  organized  charity  work  of 
the  citv.  It  was  arranged  for  by  Miss  Babbitt  and  her  asi^islanl, 
Dorothea  Hnldwiu,  and  32,231  people  attended.  One  huiuircd 
and  sixty-one  motion  picture  shows  were  given  and  296,250 

"Gilder  Report,  Vol.  HI,  pp.  48-49. 
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pieces  of  child  welfare  and  auti-tuberculosis  literature  were 
distributed. 

ilarseillca  support<?d  only  cue  local  institution  wbicb  hos- 
pitalized children  under  eighteen  months  of  age.  Children  were 
boarded  out  and  '4n  one  institution  not  manifestly  inferior  to 
many  others  in  management,  locale  or  equipment/'  wrote  Miss 
Gilder/®  ''the  death  rate  was  49  per  cent."  The  local  ocuvres 
were  net  at  that  time  prepared  to  provide  one,  so  the  Children's 
Bureau  established  a  temporary  hospital  and  preventorium  in 
some  barracks  on  tlie  seashore  outside  the  city.  The  Barrack 
Hospital,  as  it  was  called,  was  opt^ned  on  September  6,  1018, 
with  a  capacity  of  fifty  lH?d8.  At  the  same  time,  a  convalescent 
home  for  boys,  at  St.  Louis,  to  whirh  the  Children*8  Bureau 
had  contributed  lx>th  i>er8<:)nnfil  and  funds,  was  opened.  During 
the  summer,  the  staff  of  the  Children's  Bureau  at  Marseilles 
also  rendered  assistance  in  relieving  an  epidemic  at  St  Maxi- 
mim,  and  to  two  naurissons  elinics. 

Early  in  October,  1018,  Dr.  Sellenings  returned  to  the 
United  States  and  Dr.  May  Agnes  Hopkins  took  over  the  di- 
rection fif  the  work  at  Marstdllcs.  A  general  reorganization  of 
the  child  welfare  activities  was  brought  into  line  after  the 
Armistice  and,  under  the  leadership  of  the  local  organization,  the 
Art  et  Charite,  the  citizens  of  Mar8<*illes  formed  a  special  com- 
mittee on  cliiid  wi'Ifare,  which  was  called  the  FrancoAmerican 
Coraniitt(*c  and  which  agreed  to  act  as  a  central  clearing  house 
for  cliild  welfare  after  the  withdrawal  of  the  Americiin  Red 
Cross.  This  committee  took  over  the  dispensaries,  the  visiting 
nursing  and  tbe  nourissons  clinics ;  in  addition,  they  bad  a  nine- 
years'  lease  on  a  convalescent  home  for  children,  San  Joseph, 
which  was  located  just  outside  the  city. 

In  November,  1918,  the  American  Red  Cross  appropriated 
150,000  frs.  to  be  given  to  the  Franco-American  Conmiittw, 
with  the  understanding  that  it  was  to  be  divided  into  three 
separate  sums,  of  50,000  frs.  each,  to  be  spent  for  three  separate 
projects.  The  first  of  these  sums  was  to  be  used  to  maintain 
a  permanent  convalescent  home  for  infants  and  children  up  to 
four  years  of  age,  at  San  Joseph  and  was  given  on  the  condition 
that  *'an  equal  sum  be  giuiruntpcd  to  make  a  permanent  fund 
of  100,000  frs.  for  the  running  and  management  of  the  San 
Joseph  Convalescent  Home  for  Children,  for  a  period  of  at 
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least  three  years."  *•  A  second  provision  of  this  bequest  wa« 
that  the  Home  should  be  dirL-t'ted  by  a  gruduute  uurse  experi- 
eneed  in  the  care  of  children;  that  she  should  have  a  staff  of 
trained  assistants;  and  thut  tht*  Uomi:  would  be  used  as  a  teach* 
ing  center  for  the  training  of  viftiteuiics  dinfanla. 

The  seeoud  sum  of  50,000  francs  was  to  be  used  for  the  dis- 
pensary for  infants  and  children  at  No.  1,  Vicillc  Tour,  and 
it  was  also  given  on  condition  that  the  citizens  of  Marsoillea 
raise  an  equal  amount,  thus  guaranteeing  a  principal  foundation 
of  100,000  francs.  One  of  the  special  purposes  for  which  this 
bequest  was  made  was  for  the  development  of  health  visiting 
and  visitors  in  the  dispensaries  and  in  the  homes  of  the  children 
who  attended  the  clinics.  Like  the  Convalescent  Home  at  Sau 
Joseph,  this  nursing  service  was  to  be  under  the  direction  of  a 
graduate  nurse  experienced  in  child  care  and  the  dispeusarj 
was  to  be  used  as  a  teaching  center  for  vUitewses  d'enfnnis. 

The  third  sum  of  50,000  francs  was  also  given  under  condi- 
tion that  a  similar  sum  be  raiswl  by  the  French,  with  the  un- 
derstanding that  the  total  sum  of  100,000  francs  should  be 
used  for  a  school  of  visiteuscs  d'enfanis.  The  course  of  train- 
ing was  outlined  by  Dr.  Lucas: 

The  course  of  health  vieifors  to  cover  a  period  of  at  least 
BIX  months;  three  months  are  to  be  given  in  practical  work 
at  some  children's  institiition  eurh  as  San  Joseph,  or  some 
oUicr  institution  controlle*i  by  this  committee  and  hy  tho 
medical  and  nursing  ntaff  appointed  by  this  coiiimittct'  to 
carry  oii  the  tliooretical  and  practical  training  of  those  tioaltli 
visitors.  The  other  three  months  are  to  be  given  to  tcHching 
home  visiting,  using  Dispensary  No.  1,  VieilJe  Tour,  as  a 
base,  and  the  special  district  as  the  training  place  for  prac- 
tical ho^e  care  of  mother  and  child. 

It  is  not  intended,  of  course,  to  limit  the  places  of  training 
to  these  two  institutions,  San  Joseph  and  the  dispensary  at 
No.  1,  but  simply  that  thcw*  two  he  used  as  the  bafis  for 
practical  and  theoretical  training,  and,  further,  that  a  coaree 
of  'M\  iei'tures  at  least  be  arranged,  covering  the  subjects  of 
pre-natal  care,  nursing  and  general  hygiene,  and  feeding 
of  the  child,  to  be  given  by  raemberf-  of  the  medical  profes'tfioa 
chosen  by  this  Committee,  engaged  especially  with  qualifica- 
tions and  training  for  such  tea<-hing.**' 

■OililtT   Ri'iKirl.   Vol.   III.  jip.  62-5.'J.     See   letter  of  Dr.  W.  P.   Lneaa» 
•tl.li-oittorl    Xnvi'mlMT   ^0.    1018,   to   the   Frukco-AxDerlcaD   Coiiiiaitt««   foir 
'Chilli  WolfarL'  in  MiirHriUes. 
Uhid, 
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Ou  February  1,  1019,  the  Children's  Bureau  turned  over 
its  activities  to  the  Office  Central  and  withdrew  from  Marseilles. 
The  local  organization,  Art  et  Chariie,  took  over  the  dispensary 
in  the  Kiie  Tregance.  The  Red  Cross  pledge  of  a  gift  of  100,000 
francs  for  the  subvention  of  the  School  for  Health  Visitors  and 
the  endowment  of  the  St-  Joseph  Convalescent  Ilomc  for  Boya 
and  Girls,  was  fulfilled. 

Touhmse  lay  midway  between  ilarseilles  and  Bordeaux  and 
here  the  American  Ked  Cross  held  the  last  of  its  large  child 
welfare  expositions.  The  exposition  was  opened  in  the  Halie 
aujr  Gmtns  on  October  20,  ItHS,  and  lasted  imtil  November  10. 
Eighty  thousand  people  attended  it.  At  the  health  clinics,  608 
children  received  medical  examination,  1^()2  were  given  dental 
treatment  and  79  attended  consultations  on  corrective  gym 
nasties,  making  a  total  of  2147  children  treated.  Mary  C.  Nel- 
►n,  tJie  American  Ked  Cross  nurse  who  had  been  charge  nurse 

the  Children's  Colony  at  Dinard,  was  assigned  to  Toulouse 
and  spent  a  mouth  there  doing  pre-natal  and  child  welfare  work 
in  connection  with  the  exposition, 

A  group  of  interested  people  in  Toulouse  formed  a  Children^B 
Committee  for  the  purpose  of  training  French  girls  to  serve  as 
ehild  health  visitors.  The  Aiiieriean  Red  Cross  otTered  to  assist 
the  Committee  in  the  development  of  the  course,  but  the  offer 
was  not  accepted. 

Bordoflux  was  the  principal  southw^cstern  seaport  of  France. 
Here  the  conditions  of  child  hralth  were  as  critical  as  at  Mar- 
seilles. The  birth  rate  at  Bordeaux  iu  1913  was  ten  thousand 
and  the  infant  mortality  one  thousand;  two  years  later  the 
birth  rate  had  fallen  to  five  thousand  and  the  mortality  remained 
at  one  thousand.  Where  the  civilian  population  had  had  iu  l!jl-i 
the  services  of  twenty-two  physicians,  in  1919  there  were  only 
six. 

Although  the  American  Bed  Cross  developed  an  extensive 
program  of  emergency  relief  and  left  a  foundation  for  con- 
sfructive  welfare  work  at  Bt>rdeaux,  no  nurses  were  assigned 
to  duty  there  until  October,  1918.  The  military  situation  was 
too  pressing  in  the  summer  of  1918  for  them  to  be  spared  for 
work  with  the  children.  The  medical  work  there  had  first 
\hmhi  initiated  by  Dr.  Philip  Van  Buren  Johnson,  whom  the 
Children's  Bureau  sent  to  Bordeaux  in  May,  1918. 

The  Nightingale  School  for  Nurses  of  the  Maison  de  Sante 
Protestanle,  which  was  the  one  professional  school  of  uursing 
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in  France,  was  located  at  Bordeaux  and  Dr.  Hamilton  had  de- 
veloped there  a  course  in  public  health  nursing.  In  August^ 
1918j  Dr.  Johnson  reconiniended  that  the  Red  Crom  pre«rnt 
two  scholarships  to  the  Nightingale  School  in  order  that  the 
Bervicca  of  two  of  Dr.  Hamilton's  pupils  might  be  nvailablc  for 
carrying  on  the  activities  of  the  Children's  Bureau.  These 
scholarships  and  eight  additional  ones  were  subsequently 
granted  '^  and  Dr.  Johnson  thus  had  the  service  <if  ten  French 
nurses  in  the  development  of  the  relief  activities  of  the  Chil- 
dren's Bureau, 

The  emergency  relief  at  Bordeaux  was  couaiderable.  Lato 
in  Jime,  Dr.  Johnson  established  a  twonty-five-bed  hospital  in 
th?  Bastide  f[uarter  near  the  Maison  du  Behe.  At  Bagatelle, 
an  estate  belonging  to  the  Maison  de  Sante  Protesiatite,  which 
afterwards  became  the  site  of  the  Ajnerican  Nurses  Memorial 
building  of  the  Nightingale  School,  a  barrack  hospital  for  chil- 
dren was  established  by  Dr.  Johnson  and  405  cases  were  treated 
there  in  July,  1918,  In  August,  a  preventorium  was  developed 
at  Sonlac.  A  new  dispensary  at  the  Matron  du  Behe  was  opened 
in  September  and  twelve  liwls  at  the3fa?,s'on  de  Sante  Proiesttude 
were  secured  by  the  American  Red  Cn)88  for  permanent  use  by 
Bordeaux  children  suffering  from  acute  discasca. 

When  the  time  came  for  the  R<:«d  Cross  to  withdraw  in  1019 
from  Bordeaux,  the  Children's  Bureau  established  a  foundation 
of  10,000  francs  to  be  used  for  eonstruetive  ehild  welfare  work 
at  Bordeaux.  A  permanent  nursing  organization  entitled 
U Association  FrojirO'Amerimjine  pour  les  InfirmierFs  VisiietLses 
was  organized.  Its  aim  was  to  ''establish  in  the  city  of  Bor- 
deaux  an  organization  to  cooperate  with  the  training  schools  for 
nurses  at  the  MaJson  de  Sanie  Profesia^iie  and  the  Hopital 
To7\du  (and  other  similar  training  schools  as  may  be  subs*** 
qnently  decided  upon)  with  the  object  of  providing  a  special 
course  of  six  months  praetical  training  in  public  health  work 
partinilarly  as  applied  to  children."  '^  The  Board  of  ^riinagers 
of  the  Aswx'iation  inehided  Dr.  Hamilton,  Evelyn  Wnlk**r, 
Madame  (Totuiouilhou,  ^f.  Charles  de  Lure,  Lt.  Colonel  Charic* 
Cazalet,  ln*a8urer,  an<l  Docteiir  Moussenu.  The  plan  of  organ* 
ization  specified   that   the  superintendent  of  the   Association 

''Soil  MinntoK  of  \hc  Finiinrc  Committee  of  the  CommUftloo  to  Franctt 
Septf-mbiT  17.  1018,  p.  548. 

"Contract  of  AjrriH'mpnt  hrtwcrn  Aflsoclation  Kranco-Am/'Hcainv  pour 
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bIioiiIiI  ]h'  an  American  graduato  nurse;  Evelyn  T.  Walker  was 
appointed  in  October,  1J)1S,  to  this  position.  Miss  Walker  waa 
a  uiedicul  soeial  8er^'iw  nurse  of  experience  and  ability.  Bom 
at  Cork,  Ireland,  of  Irish  parentiige,  Miss  Walker  was  educated 
at  private  schools  in  Cf)rk  and  Lnxbin.  Her  professional  train- 
in|^  was  obtained  at  the  East  Loudon  Hospital  for  Children  and 
Disp(>nsarv  for  Women;  she  took  a  post-praduate  course  in 
medical  and  obstetrical  work  at  Bellevue  Hospital,  New  York 
City,  and  in  1014  attended  lectures  at  the  New  York  School 
of  Social  Work.  From  1909  to  1911  she  was  in  charge  eon- 
sccntively  of  the  tuberculosis,  the  male  medical  and  the  chil- 
dren's division  at  Ecllevue  Hospital  and  hiter  organized  and 
directed  the  matcri»ity  social  service  work.  Subsequently,  she 
became  supervisor  of  the  Department  of  Educational  Nursing 
and  Fresh  Air  of  the  Association  for  Improving  the  Condition 
of  the  Poor.  She  went  overseas  for  work  with  the  Children's 
Bureau  in  -fuly,  1918,  did  military  nursing  at  American  Red 
Cross  Military  Hospital  No.  1,  and  on  October  9,  1918,  went 
to  Bordeaux,  where  her  knowledge  of  French,  her  pleasing  per- 
sonality and  her  professional  attainments  led  to  her  appointment 
as  superintendent  of  nurses  of  the  district  nursing  a.^sociation. 

On  a  direct  line  between  Bordeaiix  and  Paris  lay  the  ancient 
city  of  Blois,  in  the  valley  of  the  Loire.  Blois  was  another 
of  the  French  cities  which  in  1918  were  crowded  with  refugee 
chi Id ren  and  the  Hcd  Cross  opened  a  d i.spenaa ry  there  on 
February  21,  1918,  and  continui'd  its  niaiutnuince  for  ten 
mouths.  Dr.  Bertha  B.  Stuart,  of  Portland,  Oregon,  was  in 
charge  of  the  activities  of  the  Children's  Bureau  and  with  the 
aid  of  specialists  who  came  down  from  Paris,  she  organized 
eye,  car,  nose  and  throat  and  dental  clinics.  Mrs.  Margaret 
P.  Church,  an  American  Red  Cross  nurse,  assisted  in  the  dis- 
pensary and  gave  anesthetics.  Mrs.  Church  was  a  graduate  of 
the  Lee  Private  Hospital,  Rochester,  New  York,  and  had  had 
post-graduate  work  at  St.  Luke's  Hospital,  New  York  City. 
She  joined  the  staff  of  the  Children's  Bureau  in  February, 
1918,  and  instructed  vmfeuses  d'enfa^is  attending  the  Paris 
classes.     She  was  then  assigned  to  Blois. 

The  visiting  nursing  at  Blois  was  at  first  done  by  vt3iteuse8 
d'enfants.  In  her  monthly  report  for  June,  1918,  Dr.  Stuart 
wrote: 

At  the  dispensary,  we  have  grown ;  we  now  have  over  700 
on  onr  books.    We  have  established  a  separate  clinic  for  the 


798   HISTORY  OF  AMERICAN  RED  CROSS  NURSING 

feetliiig^  CBHes;  each  Saturday  morning,  the  motherw  bring  in 
the  babies,  have  them  weighed  and  have  their  feeding  super- 
vise). .  .  .  We  have  a  Freucli  vieiting  nurce,  a  volunteer  who 
does  nothing  but  Ujok  after  the  small  babies.  She  has  a  list 
of  nil  bnbies  born  sinee  January,  11)17;  she  visits  the  homes, 
tells  the  mothers  of  the  clinics  and  gets  them  to  promise  to 
bring  their  children.  Tf  the  mother  does  not  report  the 
following  Saturday  morning,  she  goes  again  to  see  why  she 
did  not  come.  .  .  . 

Miss  /immcrnmn.  an  "enfant  vi^teuse"  from  the  May 
classes  in  Paris,  hat^  been  added  to  our  staff  and  s\ic  is  doiitg 
fine  work  both  in  the  visiting  nursing  and  in  the  social 
work.  .  .  . 

Early  in  the  summer  of  1918,  the  Red  Cross  ostaMishod  a 
pleasant  bihuiirt  home  for  children  in  a  house  loaned  by  the 
Alariiuise  du  Poitou,  in  the  village  of  Chitney,  just  outside  of 
Blois. 

In  August,  1018,  ^Nfiss  Ashe  assigned  Agnes  R.  Lenihan 
(P*]i7.abeth  (JcncrHl  Hospital,  Elizab(»th,  New  Jersey)  to  Blois 
to  assist  Mrs.  Church,  Miss  Lenihan  did  general  visiting  nurs- 
ing and  educational  work.  Early  in  August  two  vUiteuscsd'eiir 
fauiii  from  the  Paris  classofl  also  were  assigned  to  Blois. 

There  was  need  in  Bluis  for  a  children's  hospital,  but  the 
American  Exp4*ditionary  Forces  had  taken  over  all  the  hospitals 
in  the  city  and  all  vacant  buildings  suitable  for  use  as  tem- 
porary hospitals.  However,  officers  of  the  Army  Medical  Corps^ 
were  gimerous  in  aiding  child  welfare  work  and  without  tlicir 
assistance  the  ChildrtMi's  Bureau  could  have  accomplished  little. 
**They  took  the  X-ray  pictures,"  wrote  Iiliss  Gilder,  **did  the 
laboratory  work,  operated  on  the  general  surgical  patients,  as- 
sisted with  the  orthopedic  cases  and  loaned  ambulances  and 
camions."  ^*  The  cstaldishment  of  a  permanent  children's  hos- 
pital at  Blois  was  made  possible,  however,  in  11)10,  by  American 
generosity ;  the  War  Service  Committee  of  the  American  Medical 
Women*8  National  Association  donated  through  the  American 
Bed  Cross  u  sum  of  $25,000  which  was  used  to  erect  u  permanent 
childnnrs  hospital. 

A  quaintly  interesting  and  typical  demonstration  of  tlie  work 
of  the  Children's  Bureau  was  devclop<Hl  early  in  11)18  «t 
Corboil,  a  smull  mnnufacturing  town  situated  some  twenty 
miles  south  of  Paris  on  the  Seine  River.    Here  as  in  other  ciUes, 

•OildiT  Report,  Vol  III,  p.  CI. 


NURSING  SERnCE  TO  CIVILIAN  POPULATION     799 

a  dispensary  was  tLo  entering  wedge;  it  was  authorized  by  the 
Children*8  Bureau  on  February  6.  Ur.  Margaret  W.  Furwell, 
whose  original  and  energetic  personality  was  reflected  in  bn^jsy 
reports  to  Dr.  Lucas,  was  placed  in  charge.  Dr.  C,  D.  Lloshcr, 
one  time  assistant  professor  of  Hygiene  at  Lelaud  Stanford 
University  and  in  1018  one  of  the  stnif  of  the  Children's  Bu- 
reau, and  Mrs.  Fnrrand,  wife  of  the  American  health  specialist, 
Dr.  Livingston  Farrand,  took  an  important  part  in  the  de- 
velopment of  the  lied  Cross  child  welfare  work  at  Corboil. 

The  beginnings  of  the  dispensary  service  are  pleasingly  re- 
counted in  the  following  report  written  by  Marion  Postte- 
thwaitc  Greene,  of  New  York  City,  an  assistant  to  Dr.  FarwcU : 


» 


.  .  .  We  walked  about  the  streets  of  the  quaint  little  town, 
gathering  groups  of  mothers  and  children  on  the  street  cor- 
nern  to  listen  to  simple  talks  on  hygiene,  to  invite  them  to 
come  to  the  disj>ensar\  when  in  need  of  help  and  to  urge  them 
to  bring  their  babies  there  for  weekly  weighing  find  inspection. 

The  dispensary  was  opened  on  May  20  and  there  was  never 
a  moment  wlicn  it  was  idle.  N'early  all  the  French  doctors 
had  lieen  mobilized;  the  few  who  remained  were  overworked 
.  .  .  and  the  poor  of  the  town  were  in  nii?ery  and  despair, 
New!^  frcim  the  front  wa?  always  bad;  air  raids  harassed 
Paris  by  ni^^lit  ninl  "Hcrtha"  dropped  her  mcpnages  of  death 
by  day.  Shortly  after  the  dispensary  was  opened,  Corbeil 
suffered  an  air  raid  and  six  people  were  killed  and  several 
wounded. 

One  American  nurse  was  assigned  to  us,  but  stayed  only  a 
week  before  she  was  called  to  the  front.  For  some  time 
Dr.  Farwell  and  1  worked  un  alone,  1  ignorant  of  nursing  but 
doing  what  I  could  under  her  instruction.  We  soon  had 
another  nurse. 

The  first  nurse  to  go  to  Corbeil  was  Amy  F.  Lowe,  whose 
later  work  at  the  milk  stution  at  Marseilles  has  already  been 
mentioned.  She  an-ivcd  on  May  2  but  was  recalled  on  May  30 
for  work  at  the  Tent  Hospital  at  Auteuil.  ilolly  B.  Smith 
(Chicago  Baptist  Training  School)  was  the  second  nurso  men- 
tioned above.    She  wrote: 

...  I  was  assigned  to  the  Red  Cross  Dispensary  at  Corbeil, 
where  my  work  consisted  in  doing  visiting  nursing  among 
the  civilians.  There  were  only  two  old  doctors  in  the 
village,  so  wo  enlarged  our  field  to  include  older  children,  but 
our  work  then  became  so  great  that  we  were  forced  to  put  an 
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age  limit  on  children,  admitting  only  those  below  sixteea 
years  nf  age.  The  town  itself  liad  about  20,000,  but  we  also 
nur«ed  in  five  other  villages  nearby.  Our  clinic  had  begun 
■with  only  one  patient,  l)ut  it  soon  became  eo  famous  ihat  we 
had  sixtj'-five  cases  in  an  afternoon.  We  emphasized  three 
vital  points:  fresh  air,  personal  hygiene  and  daily  washing  of 
tlic  hands  and  face.  At  night  we  took  walks  and  noted  the 
windows  that  were  or  were  not  o]]ened  and  spoke  of  it  the 
next  day.  .  .  . 

We  encouraged  bobbing  the  children's  hair.  It  facilitated 
cleaning  the  children's  heads  from  scurvy  and  other  diseases. 
We  did  not  emphasize  its  use  as  n  prophylactic  measure,  but  it 
became  the  style  and  was  called  the  Jeanm  d'Arc  cut 

A  further  extract  from  Miss  Greene's  report  follows: 

We  soon  had  anotlier  nurse,  organized  a  "Baby  Day/*  car- 
ried on  two  afternoon  clinics  a  week,  did  dressings  every 
morning  from  ten  to  twelve  and  between  times  visited  from 
house  to  house  preaching  the  gospel  of  fresh  air  and  simple 
hygiene,  cheering  discouraged  and  war-weary  women  and 
tr>'ing  to  put  a  little  joy  into  the  drab-hued  lives  of  th* 
children,  l>orn  and  brought  iip  under  the  shadow  of  war. 

Frequent  visits  to  tlie  dispensary  from  the  jmlus  ou  leave, 
to  thank  us  for  our  work,  made  us  always  fresh  and  eager  to 
do  UH>re  and  more,  regardless  of  fatigue  and  long  hours. 
"We  fight  with  more  courage  now  that  we  know  you  are 
taking  rare  of  our  children,"  said  one  soldier  in  faded  blue. 
And  a  mother  who  had  carried  her  baby  many  kilometers  on 
a  BulTocating  August  day  said  trustingly:  "The  babies  of 
Corbeil  do  not  die  any  more  since  the  American  ladiea  came, 
so  I  bring  mine  to  be  cured,  too." 

The  dispon-sary  treated  refugees  and  rafxiines  on  prescnta' 
tion  of  their  cards  of  identity;  these  cards  were  the  ones  which 
they  had  received  at  fivian-les-Bains,  All  clnldrtrn  under  sixtivn 
ycurs  of  agf»  and  all  persona  who  presented  a  special  card  issued 
oy  thi»  niiiyor  (tf  Corlw^il  were  also  ndrnltrcd.  Dnrinir  the 
months  from  June  through  October,  101ft,  11,088  consultations 
were  held.  Kight  rimteujirjt  d'fnfanis  were  eventually  assigned 
to  Cnrl>eil  to  carry  on  the  home  visiting  and  clinics  were  o(Mnied 
at  neigh))oring  towns,  Saintrv  and  Efwmnea.  A  unique  phaie 
of  the  (^»^lM'il  dispensarv  work  dealt  with  the  care  of  American 
soldiers  from  the  American  Coffee  Plant  at  Essonnca;  wbe«-' 
ever  the  doughboys  were  ill  in  hotels  at  Corbeil  or  wer6  taken 
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sick  at  tho  station,  ns  frequently  happened  during  the  influenza 
epidemic  of  October,  I'JIS,  they  wt^re  brought  to  the  Ked  Cross 
dispensary. 

Another  appealing  outgrowth  of  the  service  was  the  Red  Cross 
playground  which  Miss  Greene  organized  in  the  fair  grounds 
outside  the  city;  play  aft^^rnoons  were  held  twice  a  week.  In 
some  of  the  districts  of  Corbeil,  the  houses  were  built  directly 
on  the  streets  and  the  children  had  no  place  where  they  might 
play  except  on  the  cobblestones.  "After  school  closed,"  wrote 
Dr.  Farwell  in  an  August  report,  "we  spent  most  of  our  morn- 
ings picking  pieces  of  tlint  and  gravel  out  of  the  hands  of  small 
boys  and  bandaging  the  legs  of  small  girls  who  had  lost  much 
epidermis  through  falling  on  stone-paved  streets."  Miss  Greene 
wrote  of  the  playground : 

Our  pole  equipment  was  three  rubber  balls  and  boundless 
enthusiasm.  A  *'gonter"  wap  served,  which  consii^ted  of  a 
pietre  of  bread  and  a  tiny  hit  of  chocolate  or  a  handful  of 
rait^iufi.  At  that  time  children  under  thirteen  were  allowed 
only  200  grammes  q(  bread  a  day.  Dr.  Farwell  and  I  each 
had  four  hundred  and  we  were  able  to  save  about  ojie  hundred 
a  day  on  our  allotni','nt  and  we  begged  tickets  from  any  and 
every  Red  Cross  acquaintance  we  saw  and  were  able  to 
accumnluie  the  ncccssar}'  nnmlicr  of  tickets  from  Thursday  to 
Thursday.  A  friendly  baker  often  gave  mo  more  bread  than 
my  ticketp  called  for,  asking  me  to  say  nothing  or  "the  whole 
town  would  be  upon  my  back !" 


Paris  was  the  heart  of  the  American  Red  Cross  in  Franco 
and  it  sent  lifo-pving  aid  to  the  Army  in  the  form  of  supplies 
and  medical,  nursing,  hospital  and  social  service;  to  refugees 
in  the  form  of  food,  clothing  and  temporary  shelter;  to  mutilea 
through  reeducation ;  and  to  so  many  other  types  of  war  workers 
and  war  sufferers  in  so  many  ditferent  forms  that  its  organization 
webbed  France  like  a  capillary  system.  Paris  was  also  the 
heart  of  child  welfare  work  and  American  Red  Cross  medical 
nursing  and  social  service  was  woven  into  the  fabric  of  existence 
in  many  of  the  arrondtssemcfds  of  the  city. 

In  addition  to  its  normal  population,  Paris  in  the  winter 
months  of  1917-1918  was  crowded  with  aliens,  refugees  and 
industrial  workers  brought  there  in  the  wake  of  war.  The  native 
population  of  the  poorer  classes  sufFered  most  from  this  influx 
of  newcomers;  they  were  sustained  on  lean  rations,  lived  in 
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cramped  quarters,  often  worked  beyond  the  point  of  ezhauBtion, 
were  barrassed  by  shells  in  the  day  time  and  by  air  raids  at 
nipht,  suffered  disease  and  death  from  natural  and  war  causes 
and  were  disbenrtcned  by  the  grave  military  situation  on  the 
Western  Fmut.  Thf  rhildrru  t>f  this  iK)pulation  were  least 
able  to  withstand  the  strain  of  these  conditions,  so  the  Children's 
Bureau  worked  out  an  extensive  program  of  medical  and  nurs- 
ing service  in  an  effort  to  save  their  lives.  Pre-natal  and  infant 
welfare  work  was  also  undertaken.  **It  seems  the  custom  has 
been  to  send  babies  to  the  aiuntry  for  the  first  few  months  of 
their  lives,"  wrote  Mary  B.  lioss,  a  child  welfare  nurse  of  the 
Bureau.  *'Tbere  they  are  nursed  by  a  wet-nurse  or  given  a  bottle. 
This  allows  the  mother  to  go  out  to  work.  And  manv  babies 
die." 

The  aim  of  the  Children's  Bureau  to  "save  the  babies''  found 
expression  in  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of  fourteen 
dispensaries  in  Paris.  In  these  dispensaries  were  conducted 
consultations  in  pre-natal  care  for  mothers;  clinics  for  the  care 
of  tuberoular  children  and  those  in  contact  with  tuberculosis; 
dental,  nose  and  throat  clinics;  a  diagnostic  clinic;  a  children's 
hospital ;  an  organization  for  the  care  and  protection  of  the  new 
bom ;  and  a  social  service  center. 

Dr,  John  B.  Manning,  of  Seattle,  Washington,  was  the  first 
chief  of  the  Paris  dispensury  work.  In  a  report  written  May 
1, 1918,  Dr.  Manning  stated  the  method  by  which  the  Children's 
Bureau  act  to  work : 

The  first  plan  was  one  of  cooperation  with  the  Rockefeller 
Commission  in  the  l!*th  Arrondissenient. 

We  began  by  operating  disj^nsancs  Jointly  with  it.  The 
medical  WDrk  in  thone  clinies  is  supplemented  hy  courses  iii 
which  French  women  are  trained  as  home  nsitors  by  Ameri- 
can nurses.  It  soon  became  evident  that  owing  to  imavoidable 
diJlicultieti  in  securing  labor  imder  existing  conditions,  it 
would  take  months  to  carry  out  this  program  in  the  Wh 
Arrondipsemput.  The  Bureau  then  looked  to  other  parts  of 
Paris,  from  which  numerous  urgent  requests  for  aid  in  the 
form  of  dispensaries  had  already  come.  Without  in  any  way 
interfering  with  the  Rockefeller  Commission,  careful  consid- 
eration was  given  to  these  requentp  with  an  idea  of  placing 
dispensaries,  as  far  as  possible,  in  established  French  oeuvrtj 
where  no  dispensarj-  had  previously  existed,  or  where  because 
of  the  mobilization  of  its  staff  a  dispensary  had  been  abao- 
doDffd. 
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What  wo  hoped  to  accomplish  in  our  Paris  work  was:  first, 
to  supply  equipment  and  personnel,  doctors,  nurses  and 
nurses'  aides,  drugs  and  surgical  dresf-ings  for  tliese  dispen- 
saries; second,  to  establish  relations  as  far  as  possible  with 
conipoteut  French  nursing  women  and  competent  dispensary 
mnnagement ;  thirdly,  to  develop  a  system  uf  mediial  social 
service,  including  a  program  which  has  as  its  object  the 
demonstration  that  tompctent  visiting  in  the  home  in  con- 
nection with  thorough-going  dispensary  work  is  absolutely 
essential  in  any  attempt  to  lower  the  rate  of  infant  mortality. 

Marie  Pbidan  was  head  nurse  of  the  Paris  dispensary  system. 
Her  staff  consisted  of  puhlir.  health  ntirsea  from  tlie  United 
States.     Dr.  Manning  wrote  in  bis  ^May  (1918)  Report: 

The  steady  grind  of  the  work  of  our  doctors  and  nurses 
gives  no  opportunity  for  spectacular  service,  hut  I  am  firmly 
convincod  that  it  is  bringing  renewed  hope  to  hundreds  of 
poor  homes  in  Paris  and  is  laying  a  permanent  foundation  of 
health  and  hygiene  for  the  future  of  the  eity.  Too  much 
stress  cannot  be  laid  cui  the  vjilut;  of  the  work  of  home  visiting 
by  the  nurses.  Their  tact  and  sympathy  have  brought  to 
many  homes  the  peace  of  mind  ami  cleanliness  of  living  that 
are  the  first  aids  to  health.  .  .  . 

The  first  dispensary  was  opened  on  December  5,  1017.  in 
connection  with  a  settlement  house  lu  Levallols,  a  large  munition 
diatrict  just  outside  of  Paris.  Dr.  Mabel  H.  Bancroft  was  in 
charge  of  it.  Pre-natal  cure  was  an  important  phase  of  the 
Levalloia  Dispensary  work.  The  nurses  visited  the  home,  in- 
structed the  expectant  mother  in  the  care  of  herself  and  in  the 
preparation  of  a  layette  and  recommended  that  the  Red  Cross 
supply  various  necessities.     Dr.  Bancroft  wrote: 

We  have  had  some  very  delightful  results,  especially  in 
families  where  there  have  been  a  niiniluT  of  previous  deaths 
among  the  babies.  Jn  all  cases,  i  send  them  to  the  hospital, 
thus  avoiding  the  complication  of  the  midwife,  which  is  a 
great  evil.  1  have  tried  to  make  the  idea  of  hospital  care 
popular.  .  .  . 

Once  a  week  \  have  a  eouference  of  mothers.  An  average 
of  twenty-five  attend  and  we  take  up  some  one  subject  per- 
taining to  mother  or  baby,  as  baths,  clothing,  exercises.  They 
express  great  appreciation  of  what  we  try  to  do  .  .  .  and  I 
tell  them  that  whenever  they  think  of  the  Croix  Houge  Ameri- 
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caine  to  think  "open  your  windows  and  nurse  your  btbm!* 
I  have  a  feeling  tltat  we  ba\L>  been  very  eloee  to  ihtat  simple 
folk  and  tbey  have  rt^t-eived  open-hearted ly  our  attempts  to 
make  life  brighter  for  thern. 

The  next  Red  Cross  dispensary  to  he  opened  was  tlie  Grenelle 
Diapensury,  17  Rue  de  TAvere,  in  the  15th  Arrondisaement. 
(^uaners  were  offered  the  Children's  Bureau  by  the  McCall 
Mission^  a  social  settlement  whieJi  had  been  conducted  for  sonie 
years  by  a  group  of  American  women.  The  American  Red 
Cross  to<^k  over  the  par9<magt\  ny*i|«ipped  it  as  a  dispensary 
and  on  December  1  received  the  first  patients. 

Nellie  Reed  (Garfield  Memorial  Hospital)  was  a  public 
health  nurse  as8ig:ned  to  the  Grenelle  Dispensary.  She  wrote 
on  March  6,  1018: 


:ir- 


"ruu      I 


,  .  .  Madame  Gallinlau,  the  wife  of  the  minister  who  for 
merly  ran  this  AleCall  Mlesiuu  but  who  is  now  at  the  frout^„ 
carries  on  hig  work.     She  has  organize*]  a  Mothers'  Club 
150  menjberB,  from  among  whom  I  hope  to  get  my  babi 
,  .  .  I  had  my  first  baby  conference  to-day. 

"Follow-up"  work  is  not  so  simple  as  it  Bounds.  T 
French  are  so  formal  that  there  is  no  casual  dropping  in  to 
see  a  baby.  Every  visit  is  almost  a  ceremonial;  there  are 
always  two  or  three  to  receive  us  and  it  seems  as  if  I  gpond 
most  of  my  time  shaking  hands.  All  school  children  muAt 
and  wmII  shake  hands  and  their  little  fists  are  like  all  o 
little  fists.  Some  of  the  homes  look  imposing  from 
windows;  almost  all  of  them  have  the  loveliest  lace  or  sc; 
curtaiuit,  but  behind,  just  what  we  find  at  home,  ext.'ept  that 
the  ^tting  is  usually  more  artistic,  I  am  entirely  truthful 
when  I  say  that  I  like  the  work  very  much  and  eji|>e<iAllj 
the  French.  The  babies  wear  about  the  same  kind  of 
clothing  that  ours  do  and  the  mothers  nmnage  wiUi  little  or 
much  as  the  case  msy  be. 

Mnrdi  13.     This  letter  was  interrupted  by  a  raid.     T 
Boche  planes  come  frequently  now,  and  when  they  are 
actually  here  we  are  experting  them,  so  it  is  ratiicr  ;       ' 
same  thing.    Naturally  the  people  are  very  much  ■    _ 
and    they   literally    pack    themselves    like    sardiiiOM    liiUi 
cellarH.    I  think  the  average  cellar  is  more  daugerous  than 
se<^ond  or  third  fioor.     There  is  much  discusiiioD  upon 
subjerl  and  we  lioar  nothing  else.    The  raids  are  very  u 
ting  and  dis^jfganize  everything;  this  week  they  )uid  go 
the  whole  dispensary  into  a  very  nervous  state. 
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The  Grenelle  Dispfiisary  dyve](>pp<l  extensive  coiiperation 
with  Freiicli  welfare  orguuizatious.  Francca  S.  Hoppcu,  a  vol- 
unteer who  had  helped  to  organize  the  dispensary,  wrote: 

.  .  .  Patients  needing  special  treatment  were  sent  to  Rod 
CroBS  clinics  for  tuberculosis,  throat  aad  dentistry  work  and 
to  the  French  Ilopital  des  Enfants  Malades  and  other  French 
institutions.  Our  nursery  cared  for  the  children  who  needed 
special  feeding.  We  liad  such  satisfactory  results  that  the 
work  increased  to  such  an  extent  that  we  added  an  Ameriran 
volunteer  aide  and  two  excellent  French  ones  (paid)  to  the 
stntT. 

We  worked  in  complete  hamiony  with  the  local  Frencli 
authorities  and  charities,  the  ttiuire,  the  Prulestaiit  Mission, 
tiie  Catholic  Sisters,  Drs.  Marfau  and  Houdre  from  the 
French  Children's  Hospital  and  about  fourteen  other  homes 
and  institutions  and  met  everywhere  cordial  help  and  co- 
operation. The  idea  of  a  neighborhood  house  and  district 
nursing  in  connection  with  dispensary  work  greatly  inter- 
ested the  I'Vench  doctors.  We  tntincd  two  soeial  workers  foi 
the  Children's  Tlosj>ital  and  had  many  French  visiteuses 
d'enfants  sent  to  us  to  observe  and  learn.  .  .  .  We  gave  little 
money  directly;  our  entire  expenses,  including  the  salaries  of 
the  P'rench  aides  and  the  servants,  came  to  about  $300  a 
mouth. 

Ou  December  20,  1917,  the  third  American  Red  Cross  dis- 
pensary was  opened  at  20  Rue  Censier,  in  the  5th  Arrondiase- 
ment.  This  dispensary,  wliieh  una  known  as  the  Censier  Dis- 
pensary, was  established  in  response  to  a  request  from  Mile. 
de  Rose,  who  had  for  some  years  maintained  a  large  private 
charity  then?.  The  sctthiiient  consisted  of  a  home  for  work- 
ing girls,  a  school  for  children  and  a  large  apartment  house  for 
families.  Freda  M.  Caffin  (French  Hospital,  New  York  City) 
was  assigned  to  duty  there.    She  wrote: 

.  .  .  Dr.  Blair  was  in  charge  and  Miss  Phelan  was  head 
nurse.  Rue  Censier  held  clinics  for  children  of  all  ages,  for 
women  and  also  two  night  clinies  for  working  girls  and 
women.  These  later  ones  had  to  be  discontinued,  however,  on 
aci'ount  of  the  raids:  it  seemed  that  the  Boche  always  ehose 
clinic  nights  to  cover  over.  About  the  end  of  March  the 
French  women  who  had  taken  the  course  for  the  visUeunei 
(TenfanU  began  to  arrive,  two  at  a  time,  for  instruction  in 
clinic  work  and  home  visiting.    They  stayed  two  weeks. 
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Another  American  Red  Cross  public  health  nurse  on  duty  at 
Rue  Censier  Dispensary  was  Margaret  F.  McLeod. 

A  fourth  dispensary  to  receive  aid  from  the  Children's  Bu- 
reau was  La  Coumeuve  Dispensary,  which  had  been  maintained 
for  some  time  by  the  Mutualile  MatcnieJle,  an  cxtt^usive  and 
powerful  French  charity  organization,  which  was  described  by 
Dr.  Manning  in  his  monthly  report,  February,  1918: 

Mutuants  Maienxelle  de  France  gives  to  women,  in  return 
for  three  francs  a  day,  oare  rlnriug  confinement  and  other  aid 
in  the  form  of  a  woman  ti>  do  housework  for  nine  days,  also 
laundry,  milk  at  reduced  rates,  layettes  a^  needed  and  medical 
service  both  to  mother  and  child.  They  have  thirty-two  Hta- 
tions  in  Paris,  forty-three  in  tlie  suburbs  and  others  through- 
out France.  They  have  50,000  babies  in  their  Consultafions 
de  Nauri^arui — and  there  is  the  explanation  of  our  baby  free 
clinics.  Mr.  I'roussineau  was  extremely  willing  to  cooperate 
with  the  (Children's  Bureau  and  aneured  uh  we  could  in  turn 
do  nothing  in  Paris  without  their  assistance,  which  we  know 
to  be  true. 

An  American  doctor  and  nurse  were  assigned  to  the  Dis- 
pensary at  La  Courneuve  and  the  Children's  IJureau  finally  built 
a  temporary  barracks  to  take  the  place  of  the  old,  mouldy  build- 
ing. Dr.  Kced,  the  physician  then  in  charge  of  the  La  Cour- 
neuve Dispensary,  wrote  in  the  Weekly  Report  of  the  Children's 
Bureau  ending  August  31,  lOlS: 

Most  of  thfi  eqiiijmicTit  is  now  in  place  and  the  walls  are 
covered  with  pictures  explaining  t-liild  welfare  work.  Not- 
withstandii»g  the  holes  in  the  roof  and  the  cracks  in  th« 
floor,  some  good  work  will  Im»  done  here  within  the  next 
month  or  six  weeks.  In  the  old  dispensary,  there  were  from 
eighty-five  to  ninety  women  and  children  each  week;  here 
there  should  be  at  lea^t  a  third  more  than  that.  We  have 
permission  to  go  to  the  factories  and  tell  about  the  dis- 
pensary. 

Many  children  came  to  the  various  Red  Cross  dispensariea 
who  were  in  need  of  operative  work.  On  January  18,  1018, 
rilopifnl  Marif*-nt'lcnrj  77  Rue  Arjigo,  Puteaux,  a  French  hos- 
pital of  twenty-seven  l>eds  which  had  t>een  closed  since  1914  on 
account  of  lack  of  funds»  was  reopened  and  patients  tioeding 
operation  were  sent  there  from  the  dispcnaaries.    The  American 
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Rod  Cross  paid  five-eighths  of  the  running  expenses.  An  Ameri- 
can surgeon  did  the  adenoid  and  tonsil  work  there  and  an  Ameri- 
can dentist  conducted  a  dental  clinic. 

A  second  small  French  hospital  to  receive  aid  from  the  Red 
Cross  was  VUdpiial  Bicetre,  19  Rue  du  Pasteur.  An  American 
Red  Cro88  nurse  vras  assigned  to  this  small  municipal  hospital 
and  later,  when  the  French  doctor  who  directed  its  management 
waa  called  to  the  front,  an  American  doctor  took  his  place. 

The  Rockefeller  Commission  for  the  Prevention  of  Tubercu- 
loBia  in  France  and  the  American  Red  Cross  opened  their  first 
combined  dispensary  on  Fehruary  15,  1D18,  at  the  c^>ruer  of 
the  Rue  des  Mignoiies  and  the  Jiup  des  SolUarUs  in  the  Quar- 
tier  d* Am^rique.  of  tlie  19th  Arrondisaement,  The  rate  of  infant 
mortality  in  this  section  of  Paris  was  350  per  ever}'  1000  births, 
the  second  highest  rate  in  the  city.  This  joint  dispensary, 
which  was  called  the  Dispensary  des  Mignottea,  was  opened  late 
in  February,  1918. 

Another  French  oeuvr^  to  receive  assistance  from  the  Ameri- 
can Red  Cross  was  Di^pensaire  Mart^-Lannelongue,  129  Rue  de 
Tolbiac.  This  dispensary  held  consultations  for  nursing  moth- 
ers each  week  under  the  direction  of  a  French  physician,  and 
the  Children's  Bureau  assigned  to  it  two  public  health  nurses 
to  aid  in  the  clinics  and  to  do  visiting  nursing.  In  the  Report 
of  the  Children's  Bureau,  for  March,  1918,  Dr.  Manning  wrote: 

This  dispensary  received  daily  assistance  from  our  Bureau 
during  the  winter  in  the  form  of  condensed  milk  for  10 
bottle-fed  lml^)iee  and  food  for  forty  mothers  who  are  nursing 
their  babies.  Once  a  week,  fJO  biibies  are  brought  to  this 
clinic  and  weighed,  about  30  earli  elinic  day.  Those  who  are 
ill  or  underweight  are  seen  by  the  French  physician  in  charge. 

Kach  day  the  milk  is  sterilized  at  the  dispensary  and  given 
in  bottles  to  tht-  mothers.  At  a  conference  held  this  week, 
the  president  of  the  Oeavre  consented  to  permit  our  nurses, 
pronded  they  wouhl  take  over  the  handling  of  the  babies,  to 
go  into  the  homes  and  try  to  teach  the  mothers  baby 
hygiene.  .  .  . 


The  MultudUe  Malemelle  had  maintained  a  dispensary  in 
the  19th  Arrondisaement  at  No.  9  Rue  Edouard  Failleron, 
which  was  known  as  the  Edouard  Failleron  Dispensary.  The 
Children's  Bureau  took  over  its  maintenance  in  April,  1918, 
and  held  weekly  consultations  for  nursing  mothers. 
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The  next  Children's  Bureau  dispensary  was  opened  in  April 
0,  1918,  at  41  Hue  dc  Poteau  in  a  sottlt'inent  house  maintained 
by  Mile.  Doillard.  It  was  called  Uie  Poteau  Dispensary.  A 
special  phase  of  this  institution,  which  had  been  established  by 
French  women,  was  the  garderU  scholaire,  where  children  of 
working  women  were  kept  between  school  hours  and  tlie  time 
when  their  mothers  returned  from  the  factories.  The  Poteau 
Dispensary  came  in  direct  contact  with  some  five  hundred  chil- 
dren. 

The  dispensary  located  at  40  Rue  de  Pre-Saint  Gen'ais,  also 
in  the  19th  Arrondissoment,  which  was  maintained  by  the 
Assistance  Publique,  was  one  of  the  largest  of  the  dispen- 
saries aided  by  the  Children's  Bureau.  One  of  the  American 
Red  Cross  nurses  assigned  to  this  dispensary,  Jidiet  Snyder, 
described  the  nature  of  the  work: 

Tins  dispensar}'  was  conducted  entirely  by  French  per- 
sonnel and  it  -wa^  in  the  nature  of  a  concession  that  we  were 
allowed  to  attend  the  clinics.  At  first  we  took  names  and 
addresses  of  only  the  worst  cases  and  visited  them,  treating 
skin  diseases  and  doing  general  public  health  and  social 
service  work.  The  dispensary  was  admirably  conducted  from 
a  medical  point  of  view. 

After  several  weeks,  the  French  physician,  who  was  at  first 
not  at  all  intcreptod  hut  always  polite,  began  to  ask  ns  to  visit 
certain  liomes  and  do  special  things  which  he  rec-ommcnded. 
After  a  few  more  weeks,  he  requested  us  to  visit  and  instruct 
all  new  cases  admitted,  as  a  matter  of  daily  routine.  .  .  . 
After  four  months,  the  French  physician  declared  that,  to 
him,  tlie  work  of  the  nurses  was  indispensable. 

Located  in  the  Rue  de  TArgonne,  19th  Arrondissement,  wa« 
one  of  the  pioneer  dispensaries  of  the  Rockefeller  Commission- 
Here  Dr.  Manning  conducted  clinics  for  children.  He  wrote 
in  his  report  for  the  week  ending  January  5,  1918,  that  the 
outlook  is  dcj)n'flsing  unless  the  Red  Oi'oss  is  in  a  position  to 
establish  nnd  maintain,  together  with  or  independent  of  the 
local  school  authorities,  canteens  for  these  children.  "Thev  need 
food,  not  tonics."  This  recommendation  of  Dr.  Manning'l 
was  the  lieginning  of  a  pmj<»ct  by  which  the  Amerirau  R»*d 
Cross  supplied  h  suppleuientarv  daily  feeding  to  27,8P2  school 
children.  Many  French  mothers  worked  all  duy  in  the  fac- 
tories and  the  noon  meal,  the  most  substantial,  was  given  to 
the  children  at  school  cantocna.     But  it  was  not  ampU^  so  the 
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Children's  Burenii  Bujipli(?ci  extra  food  to  the  amount  of  35,873 
kilos  each  month  to  the  canteens,  "In  the  arrnndissement 
whore  0050  children  eat  daily  in  the  school  canteen,"  wrote  Dr. 
Manning,  "fiftj  per  cent  of  the  food  is  supplied  by  the  Red 
CroBs." 

The  American  Red  Cross  cooperated  with  the  Rockefeller 
Commission  and  on  September  23,  1918,  a  joint  dispensary 
was  opened  at  21  bis,  nie  d*  Argonne.  This  was  also  used  as  a 
teaching  center  for  students  who  w*ere  taking  the  courses  for 
visiteuses  d'cfifants  which  the  Children's  Bureau  conducted. 

The  work  of  the  Children's  Bureau  iu  the  19th  Arroudisse- 
meut  tlxus  included  iu  the  winter  of  1918-1919  the  maintenance 
of  three  large  dispensaries, — at  Rue  des  Mignottes,  Rue 
Edotiard  Pailleron  mid  Rue  d'Arpjonnc  and  the  Social  Service 
Center  at  3  Rue  Clarel.  Dr.  William  J.  French  had  been 
appointed  direct^ir  of  the  work  in  this  district  iu  September, 
1018,  niid  Nellie  Reed  super\'ising  uursc.  One  of  the  nurses 
on  her  staff  wrote  that  **Miss  Reed  proved  an  agreeable  and 
capable  head,  welding  the  work  and  the  personnel  together  into 
a  good  whole." 

The  child  welfare  program  us  finally  worked  out  in  the  19th 
Arrondisscment  included  clinical  work,  instructive  nursing  in 
the  homes,  school  nursing,  pre-natal  work  and  social  service. 
Olive  Simons,  Helen  M.  Spalding,  Juliet  Snyder,  Jeanette 
Hays,  Katherine  L.  Mackenzie,  Doualda  Lanctot,  Anna  M. 
Sundbt^rg,  Florence  M.  Peters,  Lotetta  C.  Quinn,  Edith  Young 
and  Mice  Fearn  formed  the  nursing  staff.  They  were  assisted 
by  two  American  nurses*  aides,  Katharine  D.  Exton  and  Alnm 
A.  Clark,  and  numerous  French  visileuses  d^cnfanis.  Social 
service  work  was  done  under  the  direction  of  FrnnccB  Stern,  of 
Boston.  Mlla  A.  M.  Godot,  secretary  to  Dr.  French,  rendered 
enthusiastic  service.  Dr.  French  wrote  of  her,  "Always  my 
tongue  and  ears  when  dealing  with  the  French  people,  Mile. 
Godot  has  frequently  been  my  mind  as  well  and  her  judgment 
has  been  unerring." 

The  last  American  Red  Cross  dispensary  in  Paris  was  opened 
in  January,  1910,  at  120  Boulevard  Belleville.  Two  nurses, 
Ethel  V.  Race  and  Fclicie  ^rangct,  were  assigned  there. 

When  the  Cliildren's  Bureau  closed  its  program  in  the  spring 
of  1919,  a  French  committee,  of  which  Madame  Raymond 
Poincar^  was  president,  was  organized  to  carry  on  the  work  in 
the  19tb  Arrondisscment;  Mile  Godot  was  secretary-.     Fifty 
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thousand  franca  were  subscribed  and  the  basis  of  the  French 
organization  established. 

A  large  dispcuaarv  to  which  the  Children's  Bureau  furnished 
personnel  and  supplies,  was  located  at  Bobigiiy,  Seine,  S4jme 
miles  fnnn  Paris.  Cora  Kinney,  the  nurse  assigned  to  duty 
there,  wrote: 

My  aide,  who  acted  also  as  an  interpreter,  and  I  were  taken 
Dereniber  (»  in  a  Kod  Cross  oaniionette  to  Bohigny.  ,  .  .  The 
people  are  very  poor  .  ,  .  but  the  dispensary  has  been  a  dire 
necessity  and  tlierc  are  many  to  be  rared  for.  They  are 
factory  people  and  laborers  and  owing  to  the  extremely  hijch 
cost  of  living  they  have  barely  the  necessities  of  life.  Their 
houses  are  made  mostly  by  theraselvps  of  wood,  mortar  an~ 
canvas:  some  have  no  windows  or  floors  but  are  resting  oa 
the  bare  ground.  In  rainy  weather,  of  which  there  is 
plenty,  tlie  place  is  ho  deep  in  nuid  that  they  have  to  wade  in 
it  Most  of  them  have  no  water  nearer  than  the  canal,  which 
means  that  some  of  them  have  to  carry  it  as  far  as  a  half  a 
mile. 

Our  hours  are  from  nine  to  twelve  in  the  morning  and  from 
two  to  five  iu  the  afternoon,  but  our  ditjpensary  more  often 
than  not  keeps  us  until  about  one  o'clock  at  noon.  In  the 
afternoon  wc  call  at  the  homes  to  instruct  mothers  in  general 
hygiene  and  the  care  of  children.  We  were  warned  wlicn  we 
first  came  to  he  very  tactful  if  we  made  calls,  as  the  people 
would  countenance  no  intc^rfcrence  nnd  we  nught  he  relniffed, 
80  we  have  not  made  a  bouse  to  house  canvas  but  have  selected 
our  calls  and  tried  to  gain  their  confidence,  .  .  .  Now  they 
come  to  us  for  advice  many  times. 

The  statistics  for  the  Paris  dispensaries  show  that  their 
time  of  greatest  activity  was  in  the  early  spring  of  1918.  Dur 
ing  January,  only  500  e^ses  were  treated  and  in  February  a 
few  more  than  a  thousand,  but  in  Marcli  the  cases  treated  lu 
the  fourteen  principal  dispeisaries  nnmb<*r(*d  2383  and  in 
April  l!3r»*i.-*  In  March,  the  visits  pnid  to  homes  by  the  nurse* 
totalled  732;  in  April  12fi4,  an  unusually  high  figure  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  home  visiting  had  to  be  discontinued  for  two 
weeks.**  These  were  the  ilaya  when  the  Germans  were  shelliiig 
Paris  in  the  daytime  and  making  raids  with  bombing  plunof 
at  night.  Moreover,  it  was  a  time  of  intense  activity  on  thd 
Western  Front, 
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In  this  history  it  is  impossible,  from  lack  of  space,  to  list  all 
the  French  oeuvres  to  which  the  Children's  Bureuu  gave  assist- 
ance. The  difap<?naarie8  described  alxwo  were  the  principal 
unita  of  the  Paris  child  wi^lfarc  program.  Fnll  details,  how- 
ever,  regarding  these  and  allied  projects,  may  he  found  in  the 
Gilder  Keport. 

One  of  the  most  constructive  and  enduring  phases  of  Ameri- 
can Ked  Cross  child  welfare  work  in  Paris  was  the  traininj^  of 
French  women  as  lusih'UM'S  d'fnfanis.  Mention  has  already 
been  made  of  similar  <*oui*ses  otTered  in  Lyons,  Marseilles  and 
Bordeaux,  but  those  given  at  Paris  were  the  most  numerous 
and  the  most  extensive. 

Miss  Leete  organized  nnd  developed  the  first  courses  of 
instruction  in  Paris.  On  May  1,  liUH,  she  was,  however,  as- 
signed as  chief  nurse  of  the  Auteuil  Tent  Hospital  and  Miss 
Ashe  took  over  the  general  direction  of  this  work.  Mademoiselle 
Marie  Diemer,  a  French  woman,  was  asked  by  the  Children's 
Bnreaii  to  serve  as  dirertrice  des  Vmteuses  d'Enfanis.  In  her 
final  report  to  Dr.  Lucas,  she  wrote: 

The  vMeuses  d'enfants  were  part  of  a  big  scheme  elab- 
orated by  Dr.  Lucas  to  insure  ehiliJreu's  welfare  in  France, 
They  were  to  have  their  first  experiences  under  American 
nurses  especially  trained  iu  home  visiting  and  then  to  carry 
on  the  work. 

Let  us  remember  that,  although  for  many  centuries  Sisters 
of  Charity  have  taken  cHre  of  the  poor  and  sullering,  the 
"visiting  nuree'*  and  '"health  visitor  as  known  in  America 
or  England  are  quite  now  in  France. 

A  few  months  before  the  war,  I  had  been  one  of  the  pro- 
moters in  France  of  visiting  nursing  and  with  Mile,  de  ^font- 
mort  created  Uie  Infirmieres  VisUcuj^ies  de  France*  In  the 
spring  of  1917,  I  heli)ed  to  organize  VScole  Sociale  des 
SuHniendantes  d'U sines — the  sarintandanies  or  *'Iadie8' 
Buperintendents"  having  in  charge  the  health  and  welfare  uf 
women  employ^  in  factories,  more  especially  in  munition 
factories.  I  have  also  during  four  months  acted  as  executive 
secretary  to  the  French  Committee  of  the  P'atherless  Children 
of  France,  which  I  left  for  the  more  active  work  entrusted  me 
by  the  American  Hed  Cross, 


The  French  women  who  applied  to  take  the  courses  were 
selected  by  Mile.  Diemer.  "A  few  of  the  candidates  had  had 
experience  as  French  Hed  Cross  nurses,"  Mile.  Diemer  wrote. 
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"Others  had  already  taken  care  of  young  children.  Several  had 
suffered  from  the  war,  being  refugees,  war  orphans  or  war 
widows.  All  were  eager  to  do  their  best  and  were  grateful  to 
the  Croix  Evuge  Americaine  which  enabled  them  to  earn  their 
living  as  well  as  to  help  the  suffering  babies  of  their  own 
country." 

The  first  lecture  of  the  first  course  was  given  on  February  20, 
1918,  at  the  Foiviaixon  Biulin,  the  memorial  erected  to  the 
founder  of  child  welfare  work  in  Franco;  the  lecturer  was  Ur. 
Ix^sago,  then  executive  secretary  of  the  Li/jtu  contre  hi  Morfalite 
Infantile,  Twenty-six  candidates  hud  been  accepted.  The 
course  consisted  of  lectures,  all  given  at  the  Forulalion  Budin, 
on  maternity  by  Dr.  Uevraigne,  Dr.  Weill-Halle,  Dr.  Ix'saige, 
Dr.  Dora  Mantoux  and  Dr.  Ixinde;  on  children's  hygiene,  tu- 
berculosis and  contagious  diseases  by  Dr.  Guinon  and  Dr. 
Besson;  and  on  social  laws  and  social  charitable  organizations 
for  mothers  and  children  by  Madame  Weill-Kaynal,  Dr.  Ix?sage, 
M.  Kraile  I^ven,  ^Mlle.  Bussot  and  MIh\  Diemer.  These  lec- 
tures were  given  in  the  afternoon.  The  following  outline  of  the 
lectures,  an  outline  which  appeared  in  the  syllabus  issued  by 
the  Children's  Bureau,  gave  the  general  scope  and  subject  mat- 
ter of  the  lectures: 


History  (one  hour) :  Brief  review  of  child  welfare  conditions 
and  influences  ancient  and  modern,  showing  the  ehung- 
ing  attitude  towards  the  child;  infant  mortality,  its 
causes  and  remedies.  •  .  , 

Nothrrhood  (seven  lessons) :  Pregnancy;  lactation;  oonfer- 
enees  with  practical  demonstrations. 

Simple  Anatomy  and  Phy»iolo(jy  (two  hours)  :  A  study  of 
the  parts  of  the  body  and  their  functions.  .  .  . 

Infants  (seven  hours) :  (a)  The  normal  infant,  its  rest, 
exercise  and  food;  lactation;  bathing  and  clothing; 
proper  handling;  weights;  special  symptoms,  their  recog- 
nition and  treatment;  (b)  the  abnormal  infant,  diseases 
of  respiration  .  .  .  and  intestinal  disturbancx^s  ,  ,  . 
care  of  excreta,  ear,  nose  and  throat  complications;  brain 
and  nervous  system.  .  .  . 

Children  (seven  hours) :  Child  life,  the  need  for  examina- 
tion, guidance,  protection,  recreation,  foorl  and  nnit  .  .  . 
special  diseases  of  importance,  eontn^io\is  infectious. 
,  .  .  tuherculosis  .  .  .  venereal  .  .  ,  respiratory  ...  of 
special  organs. 

Hygiene  and  ^attitaiion  (four  liours).  .  .  . 
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Social  Legislation  (two  hours)  .  .  .  Oeuvres  d' Assistance j 
Loin  d'Assistance. 

Sociai  Orfjanizaiion  (one  hour).  .  .  . 

Fraciiail  SociiAotjy  (three  hours).  .  .  . 

Household  Economics  and  Dietetics  (three  hours).  ,  .  , 

Practical  Dpmonsiration  in  the  preparing  of  artificial  foods; 
varieties  of  artiiicial  fooda;  milk  and  control  of  milk 
supply;  milk  moditicntions  and  mixed  feeding. 

Statistical  Methods  (three  hours).  ,  .  , 

Child  Welfare  (tliree  hours).  .  .  . 

Practical  instruction  was  given  by  American  Red  Cross 
public  health  nurses  at  French  institutions  and  American  Red 
Cross  dispensaries.  These  nurses  were  Marie  Bunrle,  Mary  E. 
Bailey,  (Mrs.  J-AIarguret  P.  C*hunrh,  Marie  C.  Ells  and  Eliza- 
beth O.  Mitchell.  Each  of  these  nurses  Lad  under  her  care 
five-or  six  pupils.     Mile.  Dioraer  wrote: 

The  pupils  went  in  groups  to  VHopilcd  des  Enfants 
Malades,  Creche  de  Convalescence  des  Infirmt^re^ — Vi^iteiuies 
de  Franre,  Dispensnire  de  la  Nouvelle  Eioile,  Jardin  d'Eti' 
fanttt  de  I'Amiliorati-on  des  jardin  oeuvres  and  others.  Dur- 
ing the  third  month  they  went  to  the  American  Red  Cross' 
own  ehildren's  dispensaries  and  accompanied  the  nurses  in 
home  visiting. 

An  examination  followed  the  course  of  lectures  and  practical 
instruction.  Of  the  twenty-six  candidates  who  entered  the  first 
course,  seventeen  were  graduated.  Three  of  these  joined  the 
Association  des  hifirmi^res  de  France  and  eleven  entered  the 
service  of  the  Children^a  Bureau  and  were  assigned  to  duty  at 
Porchefontaine,  Plessis-Piquet,  Levallois,  Bicetre,  Blois  and 
the  American  Ked  Cross  Dispensary  in  tlu?  Rue  des  Mathurins. 
The  names  of  these  first  vlsHeuJies  d'enfants  to  be  entered  as 
French  aides  on  the  rolls  of  Uio  American  Ked  Cross  were 
Heleno  Deslxjus,  !Mlle.  Devingtmuid,  Mile.  Duprat,  Mme. 
Etcheberry,  Alice  Frency,  Mme,  Henri-Jean,  Mtne.  Lunglois, 
Edmee  Plenelist,  Marie  T.  Pleuchol,  Jeanne  Zimmerman  and 
Mile.  Noucbet. 

The  facilities  for  the  practical  instruction  of  the  visiieuses 
had  not  been  wholly  satisfactory,  so  early  in  April,  lOlS,  the 
Children's  Bureau  effected  an  arrangement  whereby  part  of 
the  Pouponniere  de  Porchefontaine ,  in  the  little  town  of  V^cr- 
saillefly  was  secured  as  a  teaching  center  for  the  pupils.     The 
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Pouponniere  wan  n  large  Frrnipli  Biniiitoriiim  to  whicli  niimnrrie*! 
mothers  were  sent  for  troatment  and  care  on  the  condition  that 
each  of  thoni  nnrse  her  own  child  and  an  orphnred  haby  as 
well.  Many  ditHeulties  attendr^d  tlie  inaintonanee  of  the  /V»- 
ponniere,  Versailles  was  in  the  heart  of  the  bombing  belt  and 
was  also  under  fire  from  **Big  Bertha."  There  were  no  modern 
(•(►nveiiieuees  sueli  as  Americans  were  accustomed  to,  in  the 
Ituihlin^s.  The  stables  where  tlie  cows  were  kept,  were  eonnecte*! 
with  the  house.  Because  of  the  scarcity  of  food  and  the  result- 
ing exorbitant  prices,  the  diet  for  the  mothers  was  hardly  ade- 
quate and  the  babies  were  as  a  result  aucpmic  and  sickly. 

Marie  Bauric,  one  of  the  nurses  who  had  instructed  visiieuses 
iVenfanU  during  the  first  course  in  Paris,  was  sent  out  to 
Porcliefontaine  to  take  charge  of  the  pavilions  secured  by  the 
Children's  Bureau  as  a  teaching  center.  Of  her  work  there, 
Miss  Ashe  wrote: 

Miss  Baurle,  a  graduate  of  the  Boston  Children's  HospitAl 
and  one  of  the  few  nurses  of  the  Bureau  who  spoke  French 
fluently,  was  put  in  charge.  When  Miss  Baurle  took  over  the 
management  of  these  two  houses,  each  contained  twenty-eight 
babies  and  seventeen  wet-nurses.  The  conditions  were  most 
discoura^ring.  The  babies  were  colorless  and  flabby  and 
though  they  were  bathed  regularly  they  were  not  kept  clean. 
.  ,  ,  The  windows  were  never  opened  and  the  odors  in  the 
building  almost  unbearable.  MisH  Baurle  found  children  as 
old  as  eighteen  months  being  fe<l  from  geven  to  nine  times  a 
day  on  soup  and  diluted  milk. 

The  (lifTiculties  of  bringing  about  a  change  in  this  regime 
were  great  .  -  .  but  Miss  Baurle  was  able  to  change  the  diet. 
open  the  windows  and  get  the  biibies  out  of  doors.    The  im 
IVovemcnt  in  their  appearance  after  a  nhort  time  was  qui 
remarkable.    They  practically  live*!  outdoors  and  had  a  fi 
rosy,  robust  mien  which  rejoiced  one's  eye  and  heart  to  see  I 

Miss  Baurle  was  not  able  to  brinu  alwut  one  very  nec«ssanr 
reform  which  she  felt  was  vital  to  the  well-being  of  the 
babies.  She  believed  that  the  nursing  mothers  were  not 
pro|»erIy  fed.  Kach  one  of  the^e  women  who  was  an  unmar- 
ried mother  nursed  one  baby  besides  her  own  and  the  food 
was  very  inadequate  to  Hupply  the  nourishment  required  by 
two  babies.  Until  Miss  Baurle  tctok  possession,  uotiting  what- 
evrr  was  being  done  for  the  mental  or  moral  betterment  of 
these  women.  She  met  with  a  g(M>d  dcid  of  opposition  whi*n 
she  PSMiyed  to  introduce  simple  amusements  for  their  leisure. 


i 
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.  ,  .  From  a  teBching  point  of  view,  the  experiment  at  the 
Pouponniere  was  thouglit  to  be  a  great  success. 


Later,  the  American  Red  Cross  took  over  the  entire  manage- 
ment of  Porchefontaiiie.  The  divided  resjKtnsibility  had  made 
many  difHculties,  so  on  Septcmljcr  14,  IJJIS,  an  agreement  was 
entered  into  l>ctween  the  Pouponnu're  of  Parfhefonfaino  and 
the  American  Red  Cross  by  which  the  AnKrican  Rod  ('ross 
assumed  the  complete  control  of  and  responi^ibility  of  all  ex- 
penses iu  running  the  institution  for  three  months  after  the 
cessation  of  hostilities.  The  Red  Cross  also  agreed  to  provide 
mi*dical  and  nursing  service.  In  Xovcmbcr  and  December,  the 
diet  for  the  nursing  mothers  was  improved  and  the  general 
hygiene  and  sanitation  at  the  Pouponniere  bettered.  Of  par- 
ticular value  were  the  services  of  a  group  of  Quakers.  The 
establishment  was  turned  back  to  the  French  authorities  on 
April  2,  1919. 

To  return  to  the  visiteuses  d'enfanfs,  the  second  course  was 
opened  on  May  1,  lOlS.  Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  Foi\daiion 
Bvdin  was  then  under  fire  by  Big  Bertha,  the  lectures  were 
given  at  the  Lyceum  Club  by  Mrs.  Devagne,  Drs.  Weill-IIalle, 
Lesage,  Avirngnet,  Reimult,  Guinon  and  Besson  and  by  ^ladame 
Budin,  M.  Leven,  Madame  Devouge  and  Miles.  Bassot  and 
Diemer.  The  five  American  Red  Cross  nurses  who  had  had 
charge  of  the  practical  instruction  had  been  called  into  military 
service,  sn  a  French  nurse,  ^Ilie.  Oelkcr,  nctcd  alone  as  moni- 
trice.  Fifteen  visiie\isrs  wTre  graduated;  thirteen  of  these  en- 
tered the  Children's  Bureau  and  were  assigned  to  Red  Cross 
child  welfare  institutions, 

A  third  course  was  orgnnized  to  begin  early  in  July,  but  owing 
to  the  military  crisis  was  postponed  until  October.  This  proved 
to  be  a  large  class;  there  were  twenty-eight  candidates.  Pro- 
fessor Pinard,  Drs.  Weill-Halle,  Guinon,  Mery,  Collin,  Besson 
and  Donet,  and  Mme.  Devouge  and  Miles.  Raub  and  Diemer 
gave  the  theoretical  instruction.  Practical  demonstrations  took 
place  at  Porchefontaine.  Upon  graduation,  nine  visiieusts 
entered  the  service  of  the  Children's  Bureau. 

In  evaluating  the  work  of  the  American  Red  Cross  in  Paris, 
the  preparation  of  these  vigiteuses  d'enfanis  stands  out  as  a 
major  accomplishment.  The  thirty-two  graduates  who  entered 
Red  Cross  service  formed  practically  the  principal  nursing 
strength  of  the  Children's  Bureau  at  tlie  time  when  the  military 
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crisis  made  necessary  the  withdrawal  of  American  Red  Cross 
nurses  from  civilian  work  to  engage  in  care  of  the  wounded  of 
the  American  Expeditionary  Forces,  iloroover,  these  courses 
introduced  the  idea  of  public  health  nursing,  as  developed  by  the 
American  nursing  profession,  into  Franco.  The  last  phase  of 
accomplishment  was  summarized   by   Mile.    Diemer; 

In  creating  the  "visiting  of  infants'*  the  Children's  Bureau 
not  only  Rpciireci  trainee!  hejilth  visitors  who  proveil  useful  in 
American  Ked  Croes  organizations,  not  only  helped  to  save 
the  lives  of  babies  in  poor  crowded  towns  or  among  the 
refugees,  but  gave  a  living,  an  aim,  to  French  girls  lienrt- 
broken  by  the  war.  I  have  seen  some  of  them  who  had  looked 
once  80  despniring,  come  back  in  their  blue  uniforms,  with 
rosy  cheeks  and  brilliant  eyes,  happy  to  talk  about  their 
babies,  eager  to  tell  of  tlie  welcome  they  found  in  dark  lodg- 
ings and  suburb  huts. 

Some  of  the  vijtiteuses  {Tenfants  have  learned  more  tlian 
the  lessons  their  four  months'  course  couUl  give  them.  They 
have  learned  from  "their  American  family"  the  great  lesson 
of  social  work ;  work  that  requires  not  only  good  abilities  and 
special  training  but  the  utter  gift  of  one's  self. 

During  the  German  oiTensives  of  the  spring  of  1018,  the  city 
of  Roneu,  northwest  of  Paris,  was  crowded  with  refugees  from 
Belgium.  The  condition  of  these  refugi^es  and  especially  of  the 
children  was  pitiful,  so  the  Children's  Bureau  stnit  up  a  physi- 
cian and  nurse  to  organize  a  dispensary  where  acut^^  cases  might 
Ik*  tre«t(!d.  The  maire  of  liouen  douatcnl  a  building  and  the 
American  Red  Cross  held  clinics  there  whore  from  twenty  to 
forty  children  were  examined  daily.  Social  service  work  was 
extensively  developed.  The  dispensary  also  established  co- 
op<.»ratiou  with  the  Syndicate  da  *SVi^e  Fcmmes  and  periodic 
instrnction  on  questions  pertaining  to  child-welfare  was  given 
to  midwives. 

Dijon,  in  the  DejHirimeni  Cote  d'Or,  was  the  location  of  the 
Camouflage  Camp  of  the  40th  Engineers,  American  Expedi- 
tionary Fonvs.  Alany  French  women,  however,  were  employed 
here;  they  spread  the  yards  of  burlap  out  on  tho  ground  and 
applied  the  water  colors  with  brt>om8.  The  strips  of  burlap 
were  then  carried  into  long  sheds  and  hung  on  racks  to  dry. 
"The  ground,  the  workers,  the  buildings,  tlie  very  sky  itacJf/' 
wrote  Mrs.  Lucas,  "seemed  covered  w^ith  green,  yellow,  brDV% 
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yellow  and  green  mixtures,  terrible  stuff  to  work  with,  so  wet, 
80  measy  and  so  smelly.''  '^^ 

At  the  Camouflage  Camp  the  need  for  a  creche  where  mothers 
could  nurse  their  babies  was  very  ^eat,  so  the  Children's  Bu- 
reau established  one  there  in  July,  1918,  and  sent  an  American 
Red  Cross  nurse,  Mary  E.  Mather,  to  run  it.    Miss  Ashe  wrote: 

The  creche  was  a  simple  affair,  but  it  was  made  wonder- 
fully attractive  for  the  ehildren  by  ramouilage  artists  who 
donated  their  .Sunday  rest  to  the  decoration  of  the  walla  with 
marvelouB  Mother  Goose  figures.  The  American  boys  sta- 
tioned at  the  C'uniouilage  Camp  took  the  greatest  pride  and 
interest  in  the  babies  and  were  joyful  whenever  a  ease  of  tiny 
garments  or  toys  arrived." 

The  creche  had  a  capacity  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  babies. 
Miss  Mather  wrote: 

The  babies  and  children  var>'ing  from  one  week  old  to  eight 
years  were  brought  to  us  at  seven  ia  the  morning  and  were 
taken  home  at  seven  at  night.  During  the  day  they  were 
clothed  and  fed  at  the  crecJie  or  nursed  by  their  mothers.  For 
the  older  children  we  had  first  grade  suhooL  I  had  nine 
French  aides  to  help. 

Some  time  during  August  the  hospital  at  Dijon  became 
overcrowded  and  was  unable  to  take  any  more  patients.  The 
boys  at  the  Camouflage  Camp  began  to  come  home  ill  with 
influenza,  so  with  tlie  perniiysion  of  Mr.  Walsh,  the  American 
Red  Cross  representative  at  Dijon,  1  made  a  hospital  of  part 
of  the  creche.  Here  we  cared  for  sick  boys  from  the  Camp. 
We  had  one  hunilred  beds  and  our  total  number  of  patients 
was  over  -150.  To  make  room  for  the  children  I  had  three 
more  ruoniK  built  on  to  the  ctiche,  so  we  were  able  to  take 
care  of  everybody. 

The  derivation  of  the  French  word  creche  is  a  pleasing  one. 
The  word  originally  meant  "manger"  and  creche  is  now  sym- 
bolic of  the  rude  crib  in  which  the  Infant  Jesus  lay  in  Bethle- 
hem. 

Early  in  1917,  the  War  Council  appointed  the  American  Red 
Cross  Commission  for  Belgium,  with  Dr.  John  van  Schaick, 
one  of  Major  Murphy's  original  staff,  as  commissioner.     Dr, 

""The  Children   of  Franw  and  the  Red  CroM,"  J.  R.  Lucas,  pp.  IftB-lBT; 
Frederick  A.  Stoke*  Company,  Xcw  York  City,  1918. 
••Gilder  Report,  Vol.  ill,  p.  91. 
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J,  Mason  Knox,  ttHscw^iate  chief  of  the  ChiUiren's  Bnrt^an  at 
Paris  headquarters,  was  appointed  by  the  Commission  for 
France  as  medical  chief  and  Miss  Ashe,  chief  nurse  of  the 
Commission  for  Belgium. 

The  ihildren  of  Belgium  suffered  much  during  the  war. 
One  of  tlie  earliest  projects  which  the  American  Rod  (^ross 
umk'rt<)«»k  in  li»17  to  alleviate  their  pitiable  condition  was  to 
fiinjish  nursing  service  to  a  colony  of  Belgian  refugee  chil- 
dren at  I^  Glandior,  in  the  Defnirlemeni  Correze,  in  central- 
southern  France,  This  colony,  which  was  called  V6cole  de 
S.  M,  la  Reinfi  was  under  the  special  patronage  of  Qufien 
Elizabeth  of  Belgium.  Dr.  Charles  Nceleman,  an  eminent 
Belgian  child  specialist,  was  medical  director. 

In  October,  101 7,  the  Commission  for  France  sent  two  Ameri- 
can Red  Ooss  nurses,  Martha  Hower  and  Sara  Jane  Boyle,  to 
Le  Glandier  to  assist  Dr.  Neeleman,  Miss  Hower  later  became 
head  nurse  of  the  colony.  She.  was  a  Pennaylvanian  by  birth 
and  was  graduated  from  the  Jefferson  ^fedical  CoUegi?  School 
for  Xurses.  Sh(!  did  public  health  nursing  in  the  Stijck  Yards 
District  in  Chicago  and  later  was  superintendent  of  the  Louisi.' 
Home  for  Rabies,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Miss  Boyle  wrote  of  the  establishment  of  the  colony  at 
Le  Glandier: 

On  October  26,  1917.  I  was  sent  to  Le  Glandier.  Corrdze, 
to  care  for  Belgian  children.  An  old  niona.«tery  had  \ieen 
assigned  to  us,  but  as  it  had  been  uno<^(upiiHl  for  twelve 
years,  it  was  in  a  fearful  state  of  dotadence.  Sanitary  con- 
ditiouH  were  absolutely  nil.  The  water  supply  was  poor  and 
unHt  for  drinking  purposes.  No  fuel  was  to  be  had  near  or 
in  I^  Olandier. 

Our  first  day*  were  devoted  to  cleaning  the  monaster74 
Our  next  problem  was  beds.  Thew  had  to  be  made  of  strife 
of  wood  and  i-anvae.  This  proved  tjuite  a  task,  as  there  were 
or»ly  Belgian  women  and  us  two  nurses  to  make  thorn.  B) 
the  end  of  three  weeks  we  had  made  a  thousand  beds  and 
mattrepses,  the  latter  of  ticking  filled  with  straw.  Then  what 
a  time  we  had  finding  space  where  we  eould  put  them  all! 
When  word  came,  however,  for  us  (o  proceed  to  ftvian-le»- 
Bftins  to  meet  the  children  then  on  their  way  to  us,  everything 
wa»  in  nmdinpss. 

Ten  I^lgiau  women.  Miss  Hower  and  1  went  to  {^vian. 
The  childn-n  ftrnve<]  there  at  four  a.  m.  At  the  Casino  tbey 
weri.'  given  n  hearty  breakfast,  were  bathed  by  American  Ked 
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Cross  nurses  and  then  examined  by  American  Red  Cross 
doctors.  All  WLTL'  prououuceil  abie  to  proceeil  on  their  jour- 
ney to  Le  Cilandier, 

The  followini;  aftornoon  twelve  coaches  were  provided  and 
each  of  ns  women  tm)k  charge  of*a  coach.  They  were  very 
crowded.  The  trip  took  fifty -sL\  hours  and  it  poured  rain  all 
the  time.  The  children  were  fed  cu  ruutc  at  eacii  station  by 
canteen  workers.  At  the  end  of  the  journey  two  caseg  of 
diphtheria  and  one  of  scarlet  fever  had  developed. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  the  couvoy  at  Pompadour,  the  nearest 
station  to  Ia>  Olandicr,  children  wore  taken  in  Kcd  Cross  ours 
to  the  monastery.  When  they  reached  their  destination  they 
were  instructed  to  remove  their  old  clothing  and  new  Red  Cross 
^rments  were  provided.  The  sick  children  were  taken  imme- 
diately to  the  small  Red  Crt>83  infirmary  previously  equipped 
for  such  an  emergency. 

In  spite  of  all  those  precautions,  an  epidemic  of  measles 
developed.    Miss  Boyle  wrote: 

Almost  in  every  instance  these  cases  developed  into  pneu- 
monia. We  soon  found  it  necessary  to  have  an  additiun  to  the 
infirmary.  As  ili.«is  I  lower  an<l  I  were  the  only  nurscR  there, 
we  worked  nijtiht  and  ilay,  until  twu  other  nurt-e;^  [Freda 
Caflin  and  Irene  Jennings]  arrived  from  I'aris  in  re^^ponse 
to  our  wire  for  lielj).  Tiny  took  (.uro  of  the  children  in  the 
general  hospital.  Not  having  cjuliicifut  niediciiies  or  equip- 
ment for  the  work.  Dr.  lia  Bonte  went  to  Paris  and  returned 
in  a  few  days  with  sinne  medicines,  equipment  and,  to  our 
great  joy,  two  aides  (Haxel  Mallory  and  Marjory  Vandling). 
Uj>on  tlieir  aHhit^nmeut  to  duty,  1  was  able  to  take  my  first 
nighfs  sleep  in  fourteen  days.  We  had,  however,  fought  the 
disease  de^spcrately  and  been  able  to  save  all  but  one  child. 

Inme  Jennings,  one  of  the  relief  nurses  sent  down  from  Paris 
wrote  of  the  pressure  of  the  work : 

Le  Glandier  was  in  tlie  midst  of  a  measles  epidemic  when 
we  arrive^l.  Some  (tf  the  t  liildrcn  were  extremely  ill  with 
pneumonia.  The  other  tnirises  were  worn  out,  bo  were  very 
glad  to  see  iliss  Caftin  and  me. 

The  doctor,  a  Belgian  officer,  decided  to  keep  the  mea.^lcs 
eases  in  the  infirmary  already  running  and  to  put  the  otlier 
cases,  thirty-five  in  number^  in  an  impnuised  infirmary.  I 
W»»  alone  on  duty  here  for  a  week,  while  Migy  CafTin  took 
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night  duty.  It  was  miglity  hard  work  to  take  care  of  thirty- 
five  chiUlreii  in  so  many  different  rooms,  with  a  scarlet  fever 
case  thrown  in.  T  went  on  duty  at  six  in  the  morning.  Mis8 
Caffin  stayed  on  until  ahout  ten  o'clock,  so  that  we  eouUi  have 
the  rooms  half  way  fit  for  the  doctor's  morning  inepection. 
After  she  came  on  at  night,  I  would  wash  towels  and  such 
other  things  as  any  woman  with  8uoh  a  family  haa  to  do. 
The  diet  was  aleo  a  prohlem,  but  with  all  the  dressings  on 
frozen  feet  and  sore  ej'es,  to  my  nothing  of  new  patients, 
possibly  nine  at  a  time,  all  of  them  having  to  be  bathed  before 
they  could  be  put  to  bed  and  their  clothea  tagged,  it  was 
**right  smart"  work  for  one  pair  of  hands,  witiiout  extra 
cooking.  Anyone  who  has  ever  tried  to  boil  a  bucket  of 
water  on  those  French  stoves  which  refuse  absolutely  to  do 
anything  but  smoke,  will  appreciate  how  we  felt! 

The  children  at  Le  Glandier  numbered  about  seven  hundred. 
As  eoon  as  the  measles  epidemic  subeided,  Miss  Caftiu  was  re- 
called to  PariSf  but  Miss  Jennings  was  assigned  to  a  nose  and 
throat  clinic  which  was  opened  in  the  permanent  iutirmary. 
Dr.  Wiggiu,  who  was  later  assigned  to  Lyous,  n|x»r«led  foti 
tonsils  and  adenoids,  and  his  wife,  Mrs.  Wiggin,  gave  anesthe- 
tics. An  American  Red  Cross  physician,  Dr.  Lillie  A.  Arnett, 
was  also  on  duty  at  Le  Glandier.  She  wrote  of  the  dispensai;^ 
there: 

Each  morning  we  began  work  at  7 :30.  There  was  a  daily 
average  of  about  65  or  70  patients.  Many  of  them  were  old 
ulcer  cases,  the  results  of  frozen  feet  or  hands,  others  were 
indigestion,  aural  abscesses,  skin  diseases  of  different  sorts, 
afflicted  scalps  and  pcabies.  It  wa«  necessary  to  finish  with 
the  children  who  attended  morning  Hch(>o!  by  nine  o'clock, 
and  care  for  the  children  after  nine  who  attended  afterm 
school.  After  we  had  finished  with  all  the  children, 
treated  members  of  the  personnel  who  wem  ill.  Nearly  evei 
day  two  or  three  peasants  from  the  neighlwrhood  would  coi 
to  the  dispensary  for  consultation,  and  often  there  would 
calls  to  be  made  in  their  homes,  perhaps  three  such  visits  a 
week. 

The  life  at  I^e  Glandier  was  plea.sant.  It  was  very  interest*! 
ing  to  live  with  the  Belgian  peo]>le  and  to  know  them  inti' 
mately.  They  realized  and  often  said  that  without  doubt  had 
it  not  been  for  the  American  Hed  Cross  many  of  the  six 
hundred  children  of  the  colony  would  have  ilied:  instead  thev 
now  promise  to  develop  into  healthy  and  useful  citizens. 


• 
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Mrs.  Laura  Wiggin  wrote  of  the  children; 

They  tell  nin  many  little  stories  about  their  homes  and  in 
their  turn  ask  questions  about  America.  Two  asked  me  to- 
day if  the  savage  red  men  with  plurues  on  their  hemlt;  lived  in 
the  woods  near  my  house.  Tliey  liad  seen  Buiralo  Bill  in  a 
circus  at  Liege  and  thought  America  still  full  of  Indians. 
They  know  of  Buffalo  BilPs  death  and  spoke  of  it  with  regret. 

Bread  cast  upon  the  waters,  or  a  rumor  of  it,  came  back  to 
me  when  one  little  girl  announced  that  she  would  not  return 
to  Belgium  after  the  war  ''because/'  she  said,  "I  had  not 
enough  to  eat.  Madame."  she  confided,  "we  had  but  three 
hundred  grams  of  bread  each  day.  with  oo  buttnr  nor  con- 
fiture, and  for  dinner  we  had  but  potiitoes  or  turnips,  with 
almost  always  no  meat  nor  bread.  For  supper  we  had  soup, 
but  it  had  not  much  in  it,  only  the  sou[)  and  nothing  else. 
But  lef<  Americains.  Madame,  they  sent  us  milk  in  caus,  so 
that  children  might  have  a  cup  extra  each  day,  and  in  the 
afternoon  at  the  end  of  school  they  served  a  cup  of  chocolate 
with  the  milk  to  each  child.  Vtiis,  it  was  good  I"  Ilereupon 
the  children  chimed  in  with  smacking  of  lips  and  rubbing  of 
stomachs  and  l)egan  to  sing  a  song:  "Vivent  Ics  Ameri- 
cains."  Many  of  the  childrea  have  referred  to  the  fact  of 
Americans  sending  tl»cm  gifts  and  foo<]  and  the  proudest 
thing  any  of  them  can  seem  to  procure  is  something  with  a 
Red  (-ross  upon  it.  Some  of  them  hai'e  cut  Red  Cross  from 
envelopes  and  papers  and  have  pinned  or  sewed  them  to  their 
clothes  in  conspicuous  placets. 

In  January,  1919,  the  colony  of  children  was  returned  to 
Belgium.  From  November  28,  1917,  to  January  13,  1919, 
1336  children  were  cared  for  by  the  American  Ked  C.ross  at  Le 
Olandier,  When  it  came  time  for  them  to  be  sent  home.  Queen 
Elizabeth  asked  that  W\^  Ilower  he  allowed  to  cs<.'ort  them 
and  to  enter  her  service.  "The  real  benefit  to  the  children," 
wrote  Miss  Hower,  *V'ould  be  seen  uptui  their  arrival  in  their 
home  city,  Liege.  Tliey  had  rosy  cheeks  and  were  well  and 
hardy  looking.  The  Red  Cross  had  dressed  each  child  com- 
fortably aud  given  it  an  extra  supply  of  clothing. 

The  American  lied  Cross  furnished  aid  to  the  French-Ameri- 
caii  Committee  for  the  Protection  of  Children  at  the  Frontier. 
Two  of  the  largest  coh»nie8  which  were  maintained  by  thia 
committee  were  located  at  Oulins  and  at  Morangia. 

The  American  Red  (.*rosH  Commission  brought  one  hundred 
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and  thirty-two  children  from  Switzerland  and  sent  thexn  to 
their  parents  or  relatives  in  various  purls  of  France. 

The  Commission  for  Belgium  developed  extensive  public 
health  nursing  and  dispensary  serv-ice  for  Belgian  refugee  chil- 
dren at  Le  llavre,  in  the  Salle  Franklin.  Mabel  I.  Wilcox  was 
chief  nurse.     Miss  Ashe  wrote; 

In  January,  1918,  Dr.  Edwards  Park  was  put  in  cbax-ge  of 
the  metlieal  work  at  Le  Havre.  Miss  Wilcox  and  an  aide  wlm 
ac'teii  uu  interpreter  accompanied  him.  This  work  with  the 
Belgian  refugees  was  so  much  appreciated  that  the  French 
Refugee  Committee  asked  them  to  extend  it  to  the  French 
children. 

The  Salle  Franklin  was  an  old  theater  which  was  converted 
into  a  hospital  and  dispensary.  They  hud  in  Augusit,  VJIS.  a 
tweuty-hed  hospital  and  a  large  out-patient  department.  Ex- 
cellent Hucial  service  work  was  doue  here,  and  a  nmall  class  of 
Freuth  women  were  trained  as  public  health  visitors. 

On  August  1,  intensive  work  against  infant  mortality  was 
begun  in  the  poorest  district  of  1^  Havre.  The  inairt  rc- 
p<>rte<i  each  day  the  births  in  the  quarter.  The  visiting  nurse 
immediately  called  and  the  baby  was  kept  under  close  sur^ 
veillftuce  until  it  was  a  year  old.^' 

The  Report  of  the  Work  of  the  American  Red  Cross  during 
the  time  the  society  was  opc*rated  by  the  War  Council  sfnied 
that  at  Le  Havre  a  total  of  14,010  patients  were  treated  at  the 
diapeusary,  2523  house  visits  were  made  by  doctors  and  nunata 
and  195  hospital  patients  treated. 

At  Lille  and  at  Cambrai,  the  American  Red  Cross  undertook 
extejisive  projects  in  school  nursing  for  the  btmelit  of  children 
who  had  been  living  in  thcst?  areas  through  tlie  Gennan  occupa- 
tion and  whose  healtli  hud  sulTentd.  Miss  Fitzgerald  made  a 
trip  from  Paris  headipiartcrs  to  tlic*se  cities  in  June,  1010, 
and  she  wrote: 


The  work  here  has  bt»en  the  establishment  of  school  cauteenf  j 
and  the  mnitttcnance  of  public  health  nursing  for  the  children] 
in  these  areas.  In  TJlle,  Klmira  Bears,  the  nurse  in  charge, 
has  (lone  a  remarkable  piece  of  organization  work.  Therr 
were  alxiut  sixteen  thouaand  sclioul  children  in  the  rjt}'  and 
when  1  wai<  there  nine  thousand  of  them  had  already  becu 
examined. 

'OHdvr  Report.  Vot.  tit.  p.  f(2. 
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The  method  followed  Ib  that  employed  in  America.  The 
children  receive  a  thorough  exaiuination  which  is  given  in  co- 
operation with  the  French,  who  have  entered  into  the  scheme 
most  whole  heartcdly.  The  children  needing  convalescence  are 
sent  to  the  seashore,  or  to  mountain  resorts,  through  the  help 
of  different  committees;  those  needing  hospital  care  are  sent 
totlie  hospitals  in  the  locality  wherever  ]K)ssible. 

The  canteen  work  consists  in  serving  cocoa  to  all  children 
and  a  meal  to  those  needing  extra  food.  This  meal  is  served 
in  the  afternoon,  after  school  hours,  and  consists  of  soup, 
meat  or  fish,  vegetables  and  fruit.  The  Commission  for 
Relief  in  Belgium  and  Jforthern  France  has  endowed  this 
work  to  the  extent  of  nine  million  francs,  which  will  enable 
the  P>ench  people  to  carry  it  on. 

One  very  inturesling  part  of  the  work  consists  in  the  care 
they  have  had  to  give  to  the  many  children  suffering  from 
scabies.  They  have  been  able  to  secure  a  portion  of  the  public 
baths  of  the  city,  and  here  from  early  morning  till  late  at 
night  the  children  are  bathed  and  scrubbed  arid  treated;  they 
now  have  the  situation  well  under  control. 

At  Cambrai.  Miss  Baurle  is  in  charge  of  similar  work  and 
has  again  shown  herself  to  be  most  efficient  and  competent. 

In  the  previous  chapter  it  has  been  shown  how  during  the 
ajring  of  1918,  the  needs  of  the  American  Expeditionary 
Forces  engulfed  American  Red  Cross  activities  for  the  French 
civilian  population,    ifiss  Ashe  wrote: 

Following  the  first  call  for  help  from  Military  Affairs  in 
March,  IHIS.  the  strain  on  the  nursing  force  was  very  severe. 
.  .  .  Within  the  next  two  weeks,  forty  nurses  and  aides  were 
loaned  to  the  Department  of  Military  Affairs  by  the  <'hil- 
dren's  Bureau.  A  hospital  was  opened  at  Bennvais,  tbt* 
personnel  of  which  was  composed  entirely  of  nurses  from  the 
Department  of  t^ivil  Affairs.  In  July,  the  nursing  force  was 
again  caHed  upon  to  help  wlien  the  advani^-e  of  the  enemy  to 
the  ^fa^ne  entirely  disrupted  for  a  time  the  Medical  Service 
of  the  Army  and  the  Red  Cross  .  .  .  rusheil  nurses  to  the 
front.  A  liospital  was  established  at  Jouey-sur-Morin,  with 
a  personnel  composed  almost  exclusively  of  infant  welfare  and 
public  hcaltli  nursea  and  aides. 

The  adaptability  of  these  nurses  to  war  needs  was  a  sur- 
prise to  everyone.  Their  training  in  the  poor  homes  where 
they  had  been  obliged  to  make  the  best  of  what  was  at  hand, 
was  of  value  to  them  in  this  emergency  work,  where  they 
were  compelled  to  do  many  things  with  which  a  regular  hos- 
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pital  nurse  is  not  accustomed  to  work.  The  Children'B  Bu- 
reau felt  much  pride  in  them  and  ^eat  happiness  in  that  it 
had  been  able  in  the  time  of  need  to  make  vital  contribution 
to  the  care  of  American  wounded.** 


August,  1018,  marked  a  crucial  month  in  the  history  of  the 
Children's  Btircnu  in  France.  I^.  Knox,  Dr,  Manning  and 
J)r.  Hahhvin,  three  of  it8  strougcat  podiutriciuns,  returned  to 
America.  The  organization  of  the  entire  Paris  headquarters 
was  also  effected  and  the  Children's  Bureau  became  a  part  of 
the  newly-created  Medical  and  Surgical  Department  of  which 
Colonel  Frwl  Murphy  was  director.  September  an<l  October 
were  months  spent  in  definition  of  f\iture  policies  and  readjust- 
ment of  present  activities  of  the  Children's  Bureau. 

Miss  Gilder  in  the  otHcial  report  of  the  Bureau,  summarized 
the  close  of  the  work; 

By  the  middle  of  January,  1919,  the  personnel  of  the 
Bureau  numljered  l"^S  against  541  of  tlie  i>re«»ding  August, 
the  highwater  mark  of  tfie  st«fT.  This  was  approximately  the 
minimum  with  which  the  Bureau  could  operate  and  wa«  only 
slightly  redticcd  before  the  final  wind-up  of  the  work  on 
May  1.  This  was  to  occur  after  the  hospitals  at  Limoges  ftnd 
at  St.  fitienne  were  turned  over  to  the  French  ;  after  the 
dispensaries  at  8t  fitieime,  Bloi^  and  Corbeil  were  taken  over 
by  French  doctors  who  were  demobilized:  and  after  the  per- 
manent chihl  welfare  organization  in  Paris  was  completed. 

On  January  1,  1919,  Dr.  Lucas  received  a  cable  from  Red 
Cross  Headquarters  conrirming  a  gift  of  $100,000  from  the 
American  Junior  Ked  Cross  to  the  children  of  France.  The 
gift  came  as  a  memorial  of  the  sympathy  that  expressed  itself 
in  small  gifts,  the  dimes  and  quarters  out  of  children's 
pockets,  and  was  used  to  entlow  a  hospital  and  health  center 
in  Paris,  to  be  inscribed  "From  the  Children  of  America  to 
the  Children  of  France''  and  to  he  ailmiDistered  by  a  French 
Committee  (^imposed  of  the  Medical  Faculty  of  Paris  and  of 
representatives  of  the  leading  child  relief  and  child  welfare 
organizations  of  France. 

On  January  1,  1919^  the  Children's  Bureau  completed  % 
little  over  sixteen  months  of  work  in  Frauix*.    It  had  in  thi* 
period  given  assifitance.  in  medical  servii*c,  money  and  relief' 
materials  to  at  least  250,000  rhildren.  .  .  . 

When  the  Children's  Bureau  closed  its  books  on  May  1, 

1919^   it   left    behind    it    four   permanent    hospitals,   in   Sti 

■Gilder  Report,  Vol  HI,  p.  92, 


NURSLNG  SERVICE  TO  CIVILUN  POPULATION     826 

:fitieuiiL',  Foug,  Rout'n  and  Paris,  and  four  important  Franco- 
Anierican  child  welfare  organizatiouti  wliose  object  it  was  to 
c&iry  on  the  training  .school  fnr  nurses  which  the  Bureau  had 
inaugurated,  and  lu  du  general  cliild  welfare  and  public 
health  work.  It  Inid  established  at  least  twenty-eight  per- 
manent institutions;  and  hy  turning  over  the  equipment,  sup- 
plies and  ''good  will*'  of  its  dispensaries  to  French  manage- 
ment it  had  naturally  helped  and  made  lasting  its  work  in  71 
other  medical  estaiilishnients." 

A  list  of  these  principal  hospitals  and  dispensaries  may  be 
found  in  the  Appendix. 

In  the  Report  issued  by  the  War  Council  on  the  Work  of  the 
American  Red  Cross  during  the  period  Ix^giuniug  May  10,  1917, 
and  ending  February  2S,  191U,  it  is  statetl  that  the  Children's 
Bureau  operated  25  hospitals  and  uonvalesceut  homes  for  chil- 
dren and  in  them  treated  10,340  patients;  operated  99  dispen- 
saries and  cliuicA  and  in  them  treated  189,111  patients;  served 
32,000  children  in  school  canteens;  taught  27,000  children  how 
to  play  (in  orgjinized  recreation  centers) ;  held  7  child  welfare 
expositions  which  were  attended  by  a  total  of  625,000  people 
and  aided  511)  oluidren's  institutions  or  societies.^*' 

And  the  comfort  and  happiness  which  this  phase  of  Ameri- 
can Red  Cross  nursing  and  general  relief  service  brought? 
"The  women  and  children  who  came  to  our  clinics,"  wrote  Mar- 
garet Wood,  an  American  Red  Cross  nurse,  **have  had  little 
glory,  yet  they  endurf?d  almost  unbelievable  hardships  without 
a  murmur.  Poor,  little,  neglected,  underfed  and  silent  cLildrcn, 
whose  seemingly  small  ailments  had  gone  uncared  for  during 
years,  were  at  last  able  to  be  treated  through  the  American  Red 
Cross."  Miss  Leete  summarized  as  follows  this  nursing  service 
of  the  Children's  Bureau:  "Our  nurses  touclied  all  parts  of 
France,  deft  tender  fingifrs  seeking  out  and  easing  pain." 

One  of  the  ^ye  major  opportunities  for  service  which  offered 
themflolves  to  the  American  Red  Cross  in  France  in  July,  1917, 
waa,  it  will  be  rememlM  red,  work  for  the  alleviation  of  the 
suffering  of  French  and  Belgian  refugees.  This  service  was 
first  earritrd  on  through  the  Bureau  of  Refugees  and  Relief 
in  Paris,  one  of  the  five  principal  bureaux  of  the  Department 
of  Civil  Affairs.      Margaret  Curtis,  of  Boston,  was  its  tirst 

"  For  complete  details*  »ee  the  tJilder  Report,  pp.  131-146. 
■*"The  WVirk  of  the  American  Red  Cross  Dtiring  the  War:  A  Statement 
of  FioaneeB  and  AccumpliahmentH/'  p.  63. 
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director  and  she  initiated  varied  phases  of  BO(*ial  service  work 
for  the  refugees  in  Paris.  In  Sicpteinher,  1017,  Dr.  Kdward 
T.  Deviiie,  of  Xew  York,  was  app(»inted  chief  of  tlie  hureau  and 
directed  the  service  work  for  refugees  tliroughont  all  of  France, 
except  the  war  zone  and  Paris.  Dr.  Dcvinc  had  been  pro- 
fessor of  Social  Economy  at  (^lumbia  University,  director  of 
the  New  York  School  for  Philanthropy  and  for  twenty  years^ 
secretary  of  the  New  York  Charity  Organization.  He  had  done 
eniergeucy  relief  work  for  the  American  Red  Cross  during  the 
San  J'rancisco  fire  and  the  Dayton,  Ohio,  floods. 

The  French  Ministry  of  the  Interior  stated  that  the  number 
of  destitute  refugees  in  Marcb^  1317,  was  four  hundred  thou- 
sand. The  problem  of  fun»isliing  housing  facilities  and  means 
of  earning  a  livelihood  to  these  numbers  was  one  with  whtcll 
many  French  and  American  charity  and  war  relief  organiza- 
tions had  been  working  since  1014.  The  American  Red  OroM 
Commission  for  France  early  adopted  a  policy  of  cooperation 
under  which  substantial  gifts  of  funds,  supplies  and  personnel 
were  donatinl  to  these  already-existing  organizations  and  they 
were  urged  to  continue  and  further  develop  their  own  machinery 
for  relief  work.  *'Do  all  the  work  you  can  in  an  efticicnt  mas-i 
ner,*'  the  American  Red  Cross  practically  said  to  these  orgami 
izations,  "and  we  will  provide  the  funds."  **  In  addition  tha 
Bureau  established  and  maintained  hospitals,  dispensarie*, 
colonies  and  homes  for  refugees  and  developed  a  system  wliereby, 
a  trained  social  wrvicc  worker  was  sent  as  an  American  Redi 
Cross  delegate  to  the  different  departements  where  large  nuin-* 
bers  of  refugees  had  been  plac(*d. 

The  British  and  American  Societies  of  Friends  blazed  the 
way  in  France  for  relief  work  among  the  refugees.  The  British 
Society  of  Friends  had  l»eg»in  volunt<»er  relief  work  in  the  ^larne 
in  September,  11U4,  and  the  American  Society  of  Friends  had 
given  them  generous  contributions  of  funds  and  clothing.  In 
June,  1(H7,  a  unit  of  one  hundred  American  Friends  went  into 
training  for  foreign  service  at  a  camp  at  Haverford,  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  the  society  sent  two  representatives  to  France  to) 
make  a  field  survey.  These  men  saih^d  on  the  same  ship  as  did^ 
^lajor  Murphy  and  his  staff  and  were  appointed  to  membersliip 
in  the  American  Red  Cross  Commission  for  France.  The  plan 
of  cooperation  which  was  later  developed  is  stated  in  the 
Report  of  the  Fir«t  Year  of  the  American  Red  Croea  in  France: 

"See  "Tb«  Firct  Year  of  the  Americmn  Red  CroM  io  Francr,"  p.  13. 
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Umkr  the  orij;inui  plan  of  work,  it  was  decided  that  Ameri- 
can Frit'iids  desiring  service  in  Franco  should  not  form  a  new 
unit  but  should  unite  themselves  with  the  British  organi/a- 
tion  whicli  already  had  been  in  the  field  nearly  three  yenrs. 
The  resnit  was  a  compact  group  under  the  control  of  a  single 
executive  committee  with  a  common  treasury.  The  Ameri- 
cans, however,  hcrnme  nipmhers  of  the  American  F^ed  Cross, 
while  the  British  Friends  retained  their  connection  with  the 
French  Hed  t'ross.  ...  To  the  common  treasury  of  the 
American  and  British  Friends  the  American  *  Ked  Cross 
donated  money,  transportation  and  equipment;  it  facilitated 
the  movement  of  workers  and  the  shipment  of  ^oods  and 
supplies.  The  Friends,  on  the  other  hand,  presented  plans 
for  cxtcnsio!!  of  their  work  ami  new  developments  to  the  Ked 
Cross  for  approval,  thiin  enahlin*^  their  personnel  to  cooperate 
directly  with  Red  Cross  workers. 

This  plan  was  put  into  effcrt  early  in  Septembor,  1017. 
The  American  Friends  arrivin^j  then  found  that  the  British 
Friends  already  had  established  three  medical  relief  institu- 
tions for  refugees  in  the  department  of  the  Marue  at  Chalous- 
sur-Marne,  where  there  was  a  maternity  hospital  of  twenty- 
eight  beds;  at  Bettanronrt,  where  a  convalescent  home  was 
being  operated  for  fifty  children^  and  at  Sermaize,  where 
there  was  a  children^  and  local  hospital  of  twenty  beds. 

Earlv  in  the  fall  of  1^17,  the  niimlx^rs  of  volunteers  among 
the  American  Friends  began  to  excoffl  the  immediate  needs  of 
the  British  Friends;  so  a  second  unit  was  formed  which  worked 
independently  of  tlie  British  Society.  This  unit  was  designated 
as  Unit  No.  2  while  the  earlier  unit  was  known  as  Unit  Xo.  L 
On  September  21t,  1017,  a  bureau  called  the  Bureau  of  Friends 
was  established  in  the  Department  of  Civil  Affairs  of  the  Com- 
misai<)n  for  France  and  J.  Henry  Scattergixid,  one  of  the  two 
rt*preaer»tativea  who  had  gone  to  France  to  make  field  survey 
for  the  American  Friends,  was  appointed  director  and  Charlea 
Evans,  of  Riverton,  New  Jersey,  uBsistHiit  director.  The  per- 
sonnel of  Unit  N'o.  2  worked  entirely  under  the  direction  of  the 
chief  of  the  Friends  Bureau  and  they  aided  in  the  "construc- 
tion of  hospitals,  the  refitting  of  buildings  for  dispensary  pur- 
poses, the  repair  of  houses  in  devastated  areas,  child  welfare 
cAmpaigixs,  varied  relief  activities  for  refugees  and  in  the  whole 
American  Red  Cross  program  for  the  relief  of  civilians  in 
Fnince."  "    As  nianv  of  these  young  men  had  had  special  train- 

*"Thc  Fir»t  Year  of  Uio  AmericHn  lied  Cro*9  in  France,"  p,  48. 
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ing  in  aut4)niobilo  work,  carpentry  and  agriculture  and  as  tLeir 
attitude  toward  Bprvice  was  ouo  of  earnest  entLuHiaBm,  it  m&j\ 
indeed  Itc  snid  f>f  theui  that  no  task  was  too  bard,  no  eincrgcncy^j 
too  trying  to  rliill  tlieir  uufuiliug  AwiT  and  good-will. 

After  sinue  niLiutlis,  Mr.  Evans  became  oblef  of  the  Bureau' 
of  Friends  iind  in  the  First  Annual  Report  of  the  Amcrieaa, 
Friends  Service  Committee,  Bulletin  No.  18,  ho  wnjto: 

We.  now  have  one  hundred  and  fifty-eight  men  and  the] 
twenty-six  women  in  Unit  N*o.  1  antl  eiglity-lhrce  men  in 
Vnit  No.  "J,  making  a  total  of  two  hundred  and  forty-seven 
American  workers.  At  least  one  hundred  and  lifty  more 
mt'u  hu\e  been  favorably  panst-d  ujwn  for  this  servire  by  our 
Philadelphia  Committee  and  will  sail  as  soon  as  pafe8|Kirts  and 
sailing  aceonimodations  are  available.  In  giving  these  figures 
it  seems  appropriate  to  mention  the  loan  of  workers  to  other 
Bureaus  of  the  American  Red  Cross,  quite  apart  from  the 
plan  of  Unit  No.  2.  In  addition  to  the  work  of  our  Mission 
it  has  been  our  pleasure  to  iMH>perate  witli  various  bureaus  in 
the  Amerienn  lied  Cros**  by  lending  temporarily  to  tlxem  men 
and  women  whoi^e  qualifu-ations  clearly  fitted  them  for  the 
work  desired.  We  mention  the  followijig  instances :  Belgian 
Conunission,  one ;  I  talian  Commission,  four :  Children'* 
Bureau,  Lun6vitle  one,  Toul  two ;  Bureau  of  Kefugee*  and 
Relief,  Auhe  (delegate)  one,  I'laux  Botmes  four,  Eure  and 
Mayenne  three;  Bureau  of  the  War  Zone,  two  (ehaufTeurs) ; 
Bureau  tif  Reeducation  of  Mniilh,  ime;  Historical  and  Edi- 
torial Division,  two;  Manufacture  of  Artificial  Limbs,  one. 

Axneriean  Red  Cross  nursing  serviee  for  refugees  was  earried 
on  chiefly  under  the  direetion  of  Miss  Ashe;  altliough  abe  was 
called  ehief  nurse  of  the  Childrcn*s  Bureau,  she  also  served 
as  chief  nurse  of  the  entire  Department  of  Civil  Affairs,  in  that 
public  health  nurses  assigned  to  her  by  Miss  Hussell  were  sent 
to  do  tubereulosis  and  infant  welfare  work  and  nsiting  nursing 
among  tin*  adult  civilian  population  of  France  as  well  as  among 
the  child n'U. 

Karly  in  the  fall  of  1017,  the  commission  made  a  grant  of 
903,000  franea  to  the  Friends*  Society  and  with  part  of  this 
fund  a  hospital  homo  for  sick  babies  was  opened  at  ChAloD»* 
siir-Marne,  in  connection  with  the  Friends'  Maternity  Hospital 
nln'rtdy  established  there.  This  home  was  located  at  St,  R^mT' 
en-Bouzemont,  Mamo,  and  "was  needed/*  wrote  Mr.  F.vans  lO 
his  First  Annual  Report,  "for  babies  born  at  the  Afaternity 
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Hospital  at  Chalons-sur-Marne  whose  mothers  won*  iiicjipahle 
of  tukinj^  (rare  of  them.  A  suitable  house  to  the  south  of  Vitiy- 
IcvFrangois  was  uflered  rent  freo.  The  cost  of  fittiufr  and  ftjuip- 
ment  has  practically  all  been  paid  by  the  Ainorican  Rod  Cross." 
Miss  Ashe  assigned  nurses  and  aides  both  to  the  Maternity 
Hospital  and  to  the  Babies*  Home. 

A  similar  baby  hospital  was  established  at  Chalons-sur-Mame 
and  rent  and  equipment  expenses  were  met  by  the  American 
Bed  Cross. 

.,  A  general  surgical  hospital  was  next  opened  at  Sermaize- 
legkBains.  Dr.  James  H.  Babbitt,  a  member  of  the  Friends' 
Unit,  was  director.  The  French  civilian  hospital  at  Bar-le-Duc 
had  been  evacuated  on  account  of  severe  air  raids  and  the  women 
and  children  of  the  district  in  need  of  medical  care  were  left  in 
dire  straits.  The  American  Red  Cross  hospital,  which  was 
called  the  Chat^^au  Hospital,  had  at  first  a  capacity  of  sixty 
beds,  but  by  the  spring  of  IDIS  this  was  raised  to  one  hundred 
beds.  Several  barracks  were  erected  to  bouse  eoutugious  cases 
and  to  afford  accommodations  for  the  statT;  electric  lights,  im- 
proved water  supply,  a  drainage  system  and  X-ray  and  other 
apparatus  were  installed.  "Practically  the  whole  expense  of 
this  hospital,"  wrote  Mr,  Evans  in  Ins  First  Annual  Report, 
"has  been  carried  by  the  American  Red  Cross." 

The  Chateau  Hospital  was  partially  staffed  by  American  Red 
Cross  nurses  and  aides.  Dr.  Babbitt's  report  for  the  week  end- 
ing May  11,  1918,  showed  that  an  extensive  surgical  service 
was  maintained  here  for  the  Sermaize-Cbalons  district. 

The  report  of  the  past  week  will  be  given  as  combined 
report  of  the*  two  hospital  statT  physicians  and  will  thus  in- 
clude the  out-patient  service  at  the  Source  Hospital,  Rettan- 
court  and  Clmuiuont,  as  well  as  the  general  visits  in  the 
villages.  There  are  forty-two  patients  in  the  Chateau  Hospi- 
tal and  twenty-three  operations  have  been  performed  there 
this  week.  The  staff  has  seen  or  visited  seventy  new  patients 
and  the  combined  out-patients  service  numbers  one  hundred 
and  thirty-nine  cases.  On  May  first  there  were  twenty-eight 
patients  in  La  Source  Hospital  and  fifty-three  at  Bettancourt. 
Since  DecemlH?r  27,  we  have  performed  three  hundred  and 
seventy-nine  operations. 


Refugee  relief  work  in  Paris  fell  under  two  principal  beads, 
economic  rehabilitation  and  medical  social  service.     The  latter 
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phase  of  work  (and  the  only  one  of  which  an  account  belongs  ia 
this  history)  was  lirst  developed  in  1917  under  the  AccueU- 
Franco-Americain ,  with  Dr.  Kichurd  C.  Oubot  as  director.  The 
development  of  this  service  was  described  by  Julia  B.  Norton, 
a  nurses'  aide  and  social  service  worker: 

Doccmber  1,  1917,  found  ine  in  Paris,  starting  medical 
social  work  under  the  groat  master.  Dr.  Rirhard  C.  Cabot. 
Major,  U.  S.  M.  H.  C.  who  had  been  loaned  to  the  American 
Ked  CnMi8  to  start  a  program  of  p.)nd  nieiliual  swial  service 
in  L'oiincMtion  witli  a  refugee  dispensury.  Meilical  attention 
for  the  refugees  was  greatly  needed.  The  out-patient  dinies 
of  the  Paris  eiviliau  hospitaU  were  so  overcrowded  that  for 
the  most  part  the  refugees  had  little  attention.  The  need  for 
a  centra]  dispensary  to  which  all  refugees  could  go  and  be 
weleonted  was  very  apparent. 

L'Aantril  Frtntto-Atiiprirain  had  started  in  a  sniall  dis- 
pensary at  1'^  rue  Boisdy  d'Anglas  to  take  care  of  the  medical 
cases  which  presented  themselves  along  with  general  relief 
eases.  Dr.  Cabot  took  over  this  dinpcnsary  and  started  it  on 
a  much  larger  scale  with  the  following  staff:  one  children^ 
Bpecialint,  one  tuberculosis  speciali^^t,  three  general  medical 
men,  one  dentist,  some  six  or  seven  nurses  and  as  many  more 
social  service  workers.  .  .  .  The  dispensary  grew  from 
seventy-live  to  one  hundred  cases  a  week  and  when  it  was 
moved  to  its  new  home  at  3*2  Rue  Matliurins.  to  six  hundred 
cttscs  a  week.  The  new  location  was  more  or  less  ideal,  cen- 
tral, quiet  and  conveniently  divided  as  to  space  into  small 
considtation  rooms,  each  with  natural  light  and  good  air,  and 
a  few  big  reception  rooms. 

The  dispensary  was  cpsentially  a  temporary  proposition, 
started  as  a  temporary  service  to  fill  in  chinks  where  the 
French  lacked  funds  or  personnel,  so  it  will  naturally  be 
closed  on  March  1,  1019,  with  the  return  of  the  refugees  to 
their  former  homes. 

There  was  a  great  amount  of  actual  relief  done  through  the 
dispensary.  Besidei*  free  medical  consultation  and  free  mc<ii- 
cine  [and  public  health  nursing  service]  for  tut>ercular 
anaemic  patients,  we  gave  extra  food,  the  kind  of  food  con- 
taining carbohydrate?  and  oils  which  they  could  not  get  for 
themselves  mi'l  for  which  tliere  was  absolutely  no  existinij 
French  organization  to  "supply  them.  Clothes  we  f^n\t*  and 
medical  appliances  and  furniture  loo,  but  only  after  thorough 
home  investigation  through  central  oruirptt  of  the  American 
Red  Cross  eslablishfM  to  fill  individual  needs.  Besides  the 
six  hundred  medical  cases  a  week,  wc  gave  material  aid  to 
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about  two  hundred  others  a  week.  .  .  .  Let  me  cite  an 
example.  On  November  18,  1918,  a  delegate  of  the  Croix 
Rose  rarne  to  the  dispensary  and  asked  for  two  hundred  and 
fifty  kilos  of  mudital  supplies  tu  take  up  in  a  camion  to 
destitute  Lille.  Lille  had  thuu  plenty  of  doctors  but  no  medi- 
cines. The  American  lied  ('ros8  had  the  medicines  but  no 
transportation  from  l*aris  to  Lille  for  the  moment.  The 
Croix  Kose  furnished  the  camion»  the  American  Hed  Crosa 
the  medicines  and  within  two  days  the  doctors  of  Lille  were 
at  work. 

The  Bureau  of  Refugees  through  ita  departmental  delegates 
undertook  extensive  relief  work  for  the  refugees  in  central  and 
soutliern  France.  Food  and  clothing  were  issued  in  large  quau- 
tities,  farniiii;;  iinplemeuts  were  supplied  and  positions  secured 
for  trained  workmen. 

The  entire  refugee  problem  was  dependent  upon  the  military 
situation.  Ou  ^larch  21,  liJlS,  the  Germans  launched  the 
first  of  their  tive  major  offensives  and  the  ntfugei!  problem  ira- 
modiiitely  assumed  enormous  proportions.  Amiens  did  not 
fall,  but  the  civilian  population  of  the  city  and  the  surrounding 
villages  and  countryside  tied.  Annie  S.  Kathbone,  the  Ameri- 
can Re<l  Cross  nurse  stationed  at  the  child  welfare  station  at 
Amiens,  wrote: 

For  five  nights  proviouR  to  the  evacuation  of  Amiens,  the 
enemy  bad  systematirMlly  tried  to  break  the  cilyV  morale  by 
•  air-raids.  Moanwhile.  Ked  CroHS  workers  and  members  of  the 
Friends  und  the  Smith  College  units  kept  coming  in  from 
points  further  east.  Dr.  Bnblwiii  brought  three  small  sick 
children  from  the  Red  Cross  Hof>pital  at  Nesle,  whom  he  had 
not  been  able  to  return  to  their  piirents.  .  ,  . 

On  Mnreh  'H'\  Yh\  Kalihvin  tnok  M  is.s  Flanagan  and  the  two 
\esle  ehildren  to  Taris;  they  were  afterwards  reunited  with 
their  parent.-^.  T  started  across  the  city  to  return  the  Amiens 
baby  to  itp  mother.  An  American  soldier  carried  her.  I  eoon 
heard  a  (!erman  plane  overbxmd,  so  we  dodged  to  shelter. 
Later,  we  tried  again.  The  ni^ht  was  beautiful,  with  a  plarid 
full  moon.  We  gave  the  baby  to  her  mother,  who  was  half- 
mad  with  anxiety,  supplied  her  with  money  and  condensed 
milk  and  dodged  back. 

The  next  morning  I  made  rounds  among  my  sick.  Some 
had  already  gone.  Everywhere  those  remaining  asked  help- 
lessly: *'Shall  we  fly  or  shall  we  stay?"  In  my  ignorance  of 
the  military  situation.  I  could  not  answer  them,  could  not  tell 
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them  whether  to  risk  death  from  the  German  shells  or  froi 
exhaustion    on    the    road.  .  .  .  The    streets    were    alreadi 
jammed  with  refugees  staggering  along  under  the  weight 
their  bundles.  .  .  . 

At  noon,  shells  began  to  fall  on  a  distant  part  of  the  city 
and  it  was  time  to  go.  While  waiLmg  at  iieadquarters  to  get 
olf,  we  women  distributed  Red  Cross  chocolate,  condensed 
milk,  cheese,  biscuits  and  blankets  to  some  five  hundred 
British  soldiers  who  had  lost  their  equipment  As  the  oali 
nurse  in  our  party,  I  was  given  the  care  of  a  young  Frenc 
girl  who  had  an  extensive  shell  wound  in  the  lumbar  regi* 
She  had  come  from  the  east,  fleeing  with  her  mother  in  froi 
of  the  advancing  Germans.  Girls  of  the  Smith  College  U] 
had  found  her.  1  packed  her  in  a  stretcher  with  rolls 
material  and  used  my  umbrella  as  a  sort  of  splint  for  her  ho 

The  actual  evacuation  of  Amienu  was  a  tremendous  sight 
a  city  of  100,000  emptying  itself  frenziedly  in  one  directioi 
The  road  to  Poix  was  packed  with  refugees  of  every  age 
condition,  tottering  old  people  and  young  girls;  women  with] 
habiea  and  children  scarcely  able  to  walk  hanging  to 
skirts;  automobiles,   wheelbarrows,  smart  equipages,   donkefj 
carts  and  baby  carriages;  animals  of  all  kiii<ls,  cattle,  shee] 
dogs,  pftultry  and  rabbits;  domestic  possessions  of  infinite] 
variety,  carried  in  an  infinite  variety  of  ways,  a  swollen  streaitt/ 
of  traffic  which  formed  a  dark  unendihg  line  of  misery  over 
the  unconscious  smiling  earth. 


Beauvuis  lay  immediately  south  of  Amiens,  on  the  direct] 
route  to  Paris  und  to  this  bomlK'd  and  congested  city  the  refi 
fled.    Miss  Rathhouc  wrote : 

Late  in  the  evening  we  pushed  on  our  journey  and  reached 
Bcauvais.  where  the  Sisters  at  the  Hotel  Dieu  took  charge  of 
our  wouuded  and  iiivited  us  to  re«t  that  night  in  their  deli- 
ciously  clean  hospital  beds.  We  women  workers  from  Amiens 
an<l  those  who  had  joined  us  from  points  further  east  filled 
two  wartls.  It  was  the  first  nighfs  sleep  we  had  had  for 
nearly  a  week. 

In   tlio   morning.   Captain   Van   Kemen   of  the  American 
Red  Cross  arranged  for  tlie  use  of  a  freight  shed  near  th«< 
'  Beauvais  st^ition.    There  a  canteen  was  started  at  one  rnd  bj 

the  Smith  College  Unit;  mattreftses  Ihrown  on  the  sanded 
floor  at  the  other  end  served  as  resting  places  for  the  sick  aod 
wayworn.     Later  in  the  day,  we  nurses  were  j«.i  -e  bv 

otbcr  uurses  and  doctors  sent  fn^m   Paris  heu<^  ^  and 

two  days  later  we  moved  into  a  house.     This  waa  the  begio- 
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^™  ning  of  the  Emergency  Hospital  for  Refugees,  which  was 
carried  on  for  about  two  months.  Then  the  nurses  and  equip- 
ment were  transferred  to  the  fied  Crobs  military  hospital  later 

1  established  in  the  town  [American  Red  Cross  Hospital  No. 
104;  L'&cole  Frofcssion^e\. 

One  of  these  nurses  sent  up  from  Paris  headquarters  was 
inastasia  Miller,  who  became  head  nurse  of  the  Refugee  Hos- 
>ital.    She  wrote : 


ntai. 


W 


During  the  spring  offensive  .  .  .  the  refugees  were  pouring 
in  from  Amiens.  Arras  and  the  surronnding  villages.  They 
sufTerL'd  not  alont*  from  maladies  hut  from  shock  and  injuries 
receive<l  from  shell  lire  before  reaching  places  of  safety. 
Families  came  in  with  one  or  two  of  tlieir  numbers  mie^iug; 
a  child  was  brought  to  us  who  had  been  found  in  a  cellar 
where  she  hud  stayed  three  days  without  food,  her  dead 
mother,  who  hud  been  killed  before  her  eyes,  lying  beside  her. 
Horrors  such  as  these  we  had  to  cope  with,  so  it  required  a 
great  deal  more  than  nursing  care. 

The  food  for  tlie  refugees  was  prepared  by  French  soldiers 
and  consisted  of  the  usual  hoile<l  meat,  with  rice  or  potatoes 
in  the  gravy  and  a  pieee  of  hard  bread.  We  undertook  to 
supplement  this  by  what  we  could  cook  ourselves  on  a  two- 
burner  gas  plate.  The  Red  Cross  had  supplied  tis  abundantly 
V  with  evaporated  milk,  sugar,  cocoa,  rice,  oatmeal,  dried  prunes 
and  figs,  gelatine,  eggs  and  fresh  vegetables.  With  these 
extra  rations,  we  managed  to  keep  thorn  nourished  and  happy, 
.  although  niauy  a  night  I  was  cooking  when  the  alerte  of  an 
I        air  round  sounded. 

For  a  month  we  continued  the  work  undisturbed.     We  held 

P  dispensary  clinics  every  morning  from  ten  to  twelve,  treating 
principally  children.  They  were  infe<'tc<l  with  scabies,  ver- 
min or  impetigo.  We  became  adepts  in  hot  baths  given  in  a 
tin  washtub  and  followed  by  sulphur  inunctions,  softening 
and  removing  the  (Tusts  of  impel!L;(»  with  the  subjetrt  almost 
in  sj>asms  meanwhile  and  the  envelojjment  of  hundreds  of 
(  heads  in  kerosene  with  shamp«)o  following.  It  was  all  so 
worth-while  I  To  see  babies*  faces  i*omiug  out  pink  and  soft 
from  under  the  unsightly  crusts  of  impetigo  and  the  soft 
t  fluffy  hair  again  free  of  vermin,  witli  the  attendant  relief  in 
those  little  ones'  eyes,  brought  all  the  satisfaction  in  the 
world. 

Towards  the  end  of  May,  the  Cantigny  Drive,  in  which 
Americans  first  figured,  began  and  simultaneously  the  Ger- 
.jnans  started  to  bomb  Beauvais.     The  American  Red  Cross 
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military  hospital  which  was  then  beiug  equipped  to  receive 
the  woun(le<l  was  not  yet  ready  for  occupaiify ;  the  medic.  * 
and  nursing  staff  available  for  it  consisted  then  only  of  thi 
nurses  and  three  surgeons.    The  wounded  were  then  on  theil 
way  to  Beauvais  from  the  front,  so  in  order  to  help  over  th( 
emergency   I   sent  down   from  the  Refugee  Hospital  all  th6|] 
nursing  help  I  had.  prepared  myself  a  corner  in  the  ward  ant 
stayed  with  my  refugees  on  almost  twenty-four  hour  duty  f< 
another   month.     Owing   to   the  bombing  which   took   pli 
during  tliis  time,  not  a  piece  of  glass  was  left  in  our  window 
and  the  low  tongue-and-groove  partitions  which  separated  the 
beds  were  knocked  apart  by  the  concussion.    I  gathered  up  ft^ 
candy  Iwx  of  shrapnel  in  the  wards  after  the  raids  were  over. 
Aside  froTu  slight  glass  wounds  which   1   dressed  after  eaci 
raid,  there  were  no  injuries,  a  remarkable  thing  because  the] 
majority  of  patients  were  unable  to  go  to  the  cave  for  shelter. 
One   night  a  dog  went   mad  during  a  raid  and  bit  several] 
people,  tearing  one  man's  hand  severely.    These  I  dressed  bj 
the  tight  of  a  taper  while  a  priest  held  a  blanket  up  to  bhxltl 
off  its  rays.    Without  windows  or  shutters,  any  spark  of  ligbtj 
was  a  risk. 

Finally,  as  the  German  advance  continued,  it  was  thoughtl 
wise  to  evacuate  our  refugee  hospital  in  the  ^role  Norm<tI$,y 
80  the  refugees  and  patients  were  moved  further  south. 

Paris  was  the  neirt  stop  for  the  refugees  on  their  journey 
southward.  The  American  Red  Cross  ostablished  rest  stations 
in  the  railroad  stations  of  the  city  and  gave  the  refugees  food, 
clothing,  medical  and  nursing  care  and  a  night^a  lodging  and  iu 
the  morning  sent  them  on  their  way  to  the  Midi.  Dr.  Uabel 
H.  Bancroft  wrote  of  the  general  phases  of  this  work : 

We  assisted  with  the  refugees  who  in  April  and  May  were 
pouring  in  at  all  times  at  the  various  gares.  Sometimes  they 
would  come  in  all  night  long,  old  people,  children,  motJ)ers 
with  babiett,  many  ill  and  half  clothetU  all  hungry  and  tired 
and  heart-sore.  We  gave  a  little  me<lical  attention  to  the 
most  urgent  cases,  but  what  was  most  needed  was  food  and 
rest.  We  Htted  ourselves  into  any  work  which  came  to  bAQ( 
whatever  the  need  happened  to  l>e. 

I  often  wished  that  those  at  home  who  have  worked  so  han! 
for  the  Hed  Cross  and  given  so  hberally  could  have  seen  the, 
light  come  into  those  forlorn  faces  when  they  heanl  that 
was  the  American  Red  Cross  that  was  taking  rare  of  thei 
They  wanted  to  give  you  nil  that  they  had,  their  pet  hen 
goose  which  they  had  picked  up  in  their  hasty  flight, 


XURSIXG  SERVICE  TO  CIVILIAN  POPUI.ATION     835 

most  precious  thing  they  possessed.  We  sent  those  who  were 
too  ill  to  truvel  further  to  hospitals  and  put  on  the  train 
those  who,  in  hope  uf  tinding  frionii^^  lufigement  and  work, 
were  going  further  south.  The  number  of  names  on  our 
books  were  about  t^'euty-three  hiuidred. 

Le  Gave  du  Nord  was  the  scene  of  the  first  extensive  Red 
Cross  iflief  activity  of  this  type.  Kathnrinc  W.  Holmes,  a 
graduate  of  Smith  College  and  of  the  Newton  (Massachusetts) 
Hospital  School  for  XurscSj  was  one  of  the  Hrst  Red  Cross 
nurses  to  bo  a.'isigncd  to  duty  at  this  station.  Aliss  Kuliues  had 
done  nursing  at  Henry  Street  Settlement  and  for  seven  years 
bafore  her  assignment  to  France,  had  bcvn  in  charge  of  the 
toarding-out  department  of  the  New  York  Nursery  and 
Children's  Hospital.  After  lier  return  from  France,  she  be- 
came assistant  ti>  the  direetDr  of  ihe  Public  Hoaltii  Nursing 
Service  at  National  Red  Cross  Hcadtpiartcrs,  Miss  Holmes 
wrote  of  the  Gare  dti  Nord: 

The  last  of  ^farch  the  refugees  began  to  come  through 
Paris  in  great  trainluads.  One  day  late  in  March,  after  our 
work  in  the  (Children's  Rurcnu  was  over  for  the  day,  Mrs. 
William  H.  Hill  and  1  wont  over  to  the  Gare  du  Xord  to  see 
if  the  Ked  Cross  eouhl  be  of  any  use  in  haiK.Jling  the  large 
numbers  that  were  pouring  in.  We  found  the  directrice  of 
the  French  Military  ('aiiteen  distnuted  by  the  double  care  of 
tlie  French  soldiers  on  the  main  Boor  and  the  hordes  of 
refugees  who  had  no  place  to  go  except  to  a  dark  basement 
once  usetl  as  a  freiglit  depot. 

IIundre<ls  Mere  j'treannng  down  the  narrow  stairs  from 
the  crowded  trains,  with  thoir  cliiblron.  ba^-x^S*^  i*^'^  aninuils, 
everything  that  they  coidd  take  with  them  in  their  hurried 
flight  from  their  Juimes.  Some  of  them  had  been  frigiUfully 
hurt  by  (Jernian  bombs.  Children  were  brought  in  strapped 
to  boards  because  their  legs  had  iK»eu  broken  by  honihs.  Tiny 
babies  a  few  days  old  were  being  carried  by  exhausted 
mothers.  Old,  old  people  had  walked  sometimes  58  kilo- 
meters before  they  could  even  get  to  a  train.  After  several 
days  traveling  under  unspeakable  comlitiuns,  there  was  no 
complaining,  no  weeping,  just  a  covirageous  acceptance  of  it 
all  and  gratitude  for  what  little  was  done  for  them. 

The  Freneh  Canteen,  whose  resources  were  exhaustet!  by 
four  year;?  of  war  imd  by  feeding  thousands  of  soldiers  and 
refugees,  had  oidv  bread  and  l>eer  to  give  the  refugees.  They 
gladly  accepted  the  American  offer  of  help.    Those  who  scoff 
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at  the  cumbersomenesfl  of  a  large  organization  like  the  Red 
CroHS  would  have  done  well  to  liave  been  present  at  Uie  Gore 
du  Nord  and  to  have  watched  the  establishment  of  that  emer- 
gency canteen. 

Through  Mrs.  Hill's  initiative.  Red  Cross  trucks  were 
immediately  sent  to  the  warehouses  for  supplies  and  a  com- 
plete [wrsonnel  of  voluutter  workers  was  se^^ured.  In  a  few 
hours'  time,  the  refugees  were  receiving  steaming  hot  choco- 
late and  coffee,  American  corned  beef  and  their  own  beloved 
sausage,  cheese,  figs,  beer,  milk,  sandwiches,  eggs  for  the 
delicate  and  best  of  all,  sterilized  milk  in  sterilized  bottles  for 
the  babies  who  up  to  that  time  had  had  only  the  choice  of 
water  or  l)eer. 

Medical  care  for  those  who  nee<kn  it  was  given  under  the 
direction  of  l)rs.  Lucas,  Knox,  Manning;  between  profes- 
sional ministrations,  they  washe*!  cups  and  passed  sandwiches. 
I  shall  not.  soon  forget  tlie  face  of  [)r.  Kn{>x,  usually  pio  digni- 
fied and  at  times  almost  austere,  then  shining  with  happinei!« 
over  the  menial  task  of  washing  tin  cups  in  a  basin  on  the  top 
of  an  ujiturned  beer  barrel! 

That  night,  two  thousand  refugees  passed  through  the 
station  and  all  of  them  were  fed.  Those  who  needed  changes 
of  clothing  were  given  it.  The  Re<l  Cross  personnel  was 
divided  into  night  and  day  shifts;  everyone  gave  as  much  time 
from  their  own  particular  work  as  possible.  Everj-one  wanted 
to  help  in  the  canteen.  We  had  workers  from  the  Friends, 
the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  the  American  P'und  for  French  Wuunded. 
British  canteeners  and  many  others.  The  second  night,  five 
thousand  refugees  went  through  and  the  Emergency  Cant«en 
became  a  fixture  of  the  Oare  du  Nord, 

A  temporary  barrack  was  built  to  house  the  Emergency  Red 
Cross  Cunlccn  at  the  Uare  du  Nnrd.  It  took  only  eight  days  to 
erect,  e(|uip  and  put  it  in  running  order. 

Gn^at  need  existed  for  temporary  quarters  in  which  the 
refugoea  could  spend  a  night.  They  could  not  all  wait  in  tlie 
stations.  Ix>dging8  and  hotel  an'onimodHtions  in  Paris  were 
well  nigh  impossible  to  so<_'ure  throughout  the  period  of  the  war. 
Moreover,  prices  were  exorhitant. 

In  the  onrly  days  of  the  war  Lc  Sermtrs  dw  fluerrf  hn*1  talcMi 
over  the  old  seminary  of  St,  Snipiee,  fiS  rue  Bonaparte,  in  the 
Sixth  Arrondisacment  and  the  fHilice  officers  cnnvcrr*^!  it  into 
A  model  hospice.  \VhrTi  the  great  influx  of  refugees  from  the 
Aisne  and  Marne  occurred  in  the  spring  of  1918,  the  American 
Bed  Crow  offered  the  French  police  nssistance  In  the  form  of 
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supplies  and  persoxinul.  Doctors  and  nurses  aud  vast  quantities 
of  linen  and  food  were  sent  to  St.  Sulpice;  beds  were  set  up  in 
every  eorner;  halls  and  auditurinnis  were  used  fur  dormitories, 
nurseries  and  information  bureaus. 

In  his  report  for  June,  1!>18,  regarding  the  at'tivitiea  of  the 
Department  of  Civil  Aflfairs,  Mr.  Homer  Folks  wrote  of  Saint 
Sulpice : 

The  difficult  problpni  of  lodging  refugees  who  had  to  re- 
main in  the  city  overnight  was  solved  by  aiding  Saint  Sul- 
pice, which  since  tlie  outbreak  of  the  war  has  been  used  as  u 
stopping  place  for  BoUliers  cti  pcrtnis-fion  and  as  a  refuge  for 
Belgiau  and  Frcndi  faniiliet'  made  homele&s  by  the  war. 
Beds,  blankets  and  other  i^upjilies  in  large  quantities  were 
hurried  from  the  warphouse;;,  increasing  the  accommodations 
80  that  2500  persons!  could  he  housed  at  a  time.  ...  A  hos- 
pital infirmary  of  twenty  beds  was  installed  and  also  a  special 
infirmary  where  hahies.  besides  receiving  medical  treatment, 
were  bathed  and  fitted  out  with  clean  new  clothing.  Here  an 
average  of  seventy  chiUlren  were  cared  for  daily. 


Emergency  canteens  were  alao  established  in  the  stations  at 
the  (Jarrs  de  VEsi,  Orleans,  Moniparno^se^  and  (VAiderlilz  and 
Miss  Ashe  assigned  teams  of  nurses  and  nurses'  aides  to  duty 
there. 

After  a  night's  rest  and  refreshment  in  Paris,  many  of  the 
refugees  continued  on  their  way  southward.  Limoges  was  the 
next  large  city  where  thev  stopped,  either  for  rest  or  to  seek 
quarters  and  employment  until  they  could  return  to  their  former 
homes  in  the  invaded  northern  provinces.  Dr.  May  E.  Walker 
conducted  a  dispensary  there  during  the  siunmer  of  1918  for 
refugees,  but  great  need  also  existed  for  a  children's  hospital. 
A  project  to  establish  an  institution  of  this  type  was  undertaken 
jointly  in  July,  1918,  by  the  Children's  and  Refugees'  Bureaus, 
but  difficulties  in  construction  delayed  its  opening  until  De- 
oeml>er.  Dr.  Walker  was  placed  in  charge  of  it  and  Vena  M. 
Woods,  an  American  Red  Crpsa  nurse,  was  sent  down  from  Paris 
as  supervisor.     She  wrote: 

The  American  Red  Cross  Children's  Uospital  at  Limoges 
was  of  fifty  b«^  capacity  and  also  maintained  a  large  dispen- 
sary service  for  refugees.  Between  November  IS  and  Decem- 
ber 26,  we  practically  fed  and  clothed  three  hundred  families, 
little  children  blue  with  cold  aud  sick  from  hunger.    The  city 
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could  not  care  for  all  the  refugees  and  had  it  not  been  for  the 
qiii('kne?s  with  which  the  Red  Crosa  furuished  first  aid,  many 
would  have  died. 

Our  hospital  was  rt'ady  on  Pooember  2fi  and  then  our  real 
work  began  and  continued  until  April  1,  li»l!».     The  Ameri- 
can   Ked    Cross   then   gave   50,()(M»    franca   and    the   city  of* 
Limoges  raised  5<),000,  the  hospital  building  was  purchased! 
and  WHS  ojtcrated  as  a  Hospitul  for  Children,     The  building- 
was  four  stories  high  and  was  fully  equipped — for  instam-eyj 
tliree    hundred    children's    dresses,    two    hundred    and    fifty  1 
gowns,  one  hundred  and  fifty  complete  layette-s,  three  sheeta 
and  other  supplies  in  like  propitrtions.    Tluis  the  work  done' 
by  American  mothers  through  the  Anicricnn  Red  Ooss  will 
not  stop  but  its  influence  will  be  felt  for  years  to  corac.** 

Not  only  was  our  work  in  Tjmoges  done  for  the  benefit  of 
French  ami  Belgian  refugees,  but  we  supplied  hundreda  o( 
sweaters,  nuiflb.Ts.  socks  and  f>tber  articles  to  American  boya 
returning  from  the  devastatctl  districts.  Men  of  Uio  Ameri- 
can Elxpeditionary  Forces  were  constantly  coming  in  and  w«; 
never  had  a  meal  without  some  of  them  joining  U8.  ,  .  , 

Sonthwcat  of  Limoges  was  the  city  of  Angouleme  in  the 
Chnrcntc  iVpnrtnicnt  and  here  the  American  Rod  Cross  estab- 
lished and  maintained  an  extensive  dispensary  service  f<>r  the 
many  refugees  who  crowded  the  city.  Dr.  Lillie  Amett,  the 
American  Ked  Cross  physician  who  had  fonnerly  been  on  duty" 
at  Le  dandier,  was  trnneferred  to  Angc»nleme.  She  wrote  of 
the  establislinicnt  of  the  dispensary: 

On  August  20,  I  arrived  at  Angouleme  and  met  the 
refugee  delegate.  Mrs.  Goodale,  who  had  been  in  Uie  cityj 
since  April.  The  same  day  Drs.  Knox,  Manning  and  Baldwia^ 
stopped  in  the  city  a  few  hours  on  their  way  to  America  anil 
Dr.  Knox  gave  me  bis  usual  brief  instructions:  "Open  4 
dispensary  the  following  Monday/*  It  was  then  Wednesday.' 
I  returned  to  Ijc  Glandier.  packed,  said  good-by  and  rcaehcdJ 
Angoulcme  again  Friday  nr»on. 

Mrs.  (Jdodab*  bad  requisitioned  a  splendid  residence  in  the 
bet^t  location  of  the  city,  liut  the  house  was  nbtHdutety  empty. 
A  corpH  of  s*rui»  women  cleaned  it  up,  but  my  hopes  of  open- 
ing on  Monday  were  blasted  because  the  women  wrre  then  in 
full  possession.  We  did  open,  though,  on  Wednesday.  I  lud 
purchased  a   few   ne<*ded  pbarmaccuticala  at  a  local  place. 

"For  iIHuiIh  of  Hirrwmrnt  lictwepn  the  city  of  Limoges  »n<\  tho  Amrri- 
on   RiM  (.'roKB  rru'irHiiig  lli«  Children'tt  Ho«tniliil,  ww  tlw  Oilder   Rvporl,] 
Vol.  Ill,  pp.  79-8U.  "^       ' 
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Mrs.  Goodale  sent  in  a  table,  chairs,  towels,  etc.,  and  T  had 
my  own  instruments,  so  Mile.  LeCirand.  my  Frent-Ji  nurses' 
aide,  and  I  went  to  work  and  had  seven  patients  on  our  first 
day. 

The  dispensary  was  conducted  in  a  beautiful  sun-parlor 
about  fifty  feet  long,  with  a  mosaic*  floor  and  great  windows 
which  gave  us  ideal  light.  Knch  day  Baw  an  increase  in  the 
attendance. 

On  September  20,  we  took  in  our  first  hospital  patient,  a 
baby  very  sick  with  indiget^tion  and  auto-intoxication.  Other 
patients  came  and  our  household  increa:-ed.  Each  morning  I 
went  about  the  city  making  calls  and  every  afternoon  con- 
ducted the  dispensary  service.  Our  maximum  daily  attend- 
ance was  thirty-four.  In  all,  we  eared  for  fifty  patients  in 
the  hospital.  We  tried  to  keep  a  card  system  of  the  dispen- 
sary cases,  hut  1  could  not  always  get  the  names  of  ray  morn- 
ing calls  recorded.    Our  cards  showed  675  patients. 

South  of  Angouleme,  Limoges  and  Lynns  lay  the  provinces 
rich  iu  agricultural  and  industrial  activities.  To  these  provinces 
the  French  Government  scut  large  eonvciys  of  refugees  to  live 
and  work  until  the  military  situation  permitted  their  return  to 
the  Somme,  Aisne  and  Miirne  Valleys. 

Many  of  the  refugees  who  wcro  assigned  by  the  French  Gov- 
ernment to  these  southern  provinces  were  the  rapatries  whose 
reception  at  fivians-les-Bains  has  already  In^en  described.  The 
psychology  of  the  rapatrie,  an  important  factor  in  the  refugeo 
problem,  was  described  iu  a  French  journal: 

After  those  of  the  arrival  at  Evian  who  are  fortunate 
enough  to  have  friends  or  relatives  awaiting  them  and  those 
who  are  sick  ami  feeble  are  disposeil  of,  there  still  remains  a 
crowd  varying  from  four  hundred  to  s-ix  hundred  portions  who 
are  absolutely  without  ref^^flurccs,  plans  or  any  ability  whatso- 
ever to  help  themselves.  They  are  sent  by  a  separate  convoy 
into  the  interior.  The  arrival  at  Kvian  brings  to  each  train 
the  joyous  certainty  that  it  is  France  that  awaits  them,  that 
they  will  he  able  to  speak  their  native  tongue  again  and  to 
greet  their  brothers.  The  second  stage  of  their  journey, — 
the  arrival  in  an  miknown  province, — often  works  a  reaction, 
a  sensation  of  excei-sive  nu^lancholia,  caused  by  the  idea  of 
being  alone  in  their  own  country,  so  near  and  yet  so  far  from 
their  hcmies. 

The  ra^mlrxh  are  people  from  the  lowlands  of  the  north, 
descendants  for  the  most  part  of  Flemish  ancestors.  For 
them,  France  is  symbolized  in  the  long  stretches  of  roads  and 


840   HISTORY  OF  AMERICAN  RED  CROSS  NURSING 

highways  of  commerce,  populous  villages  and  fields  of  wheat 
and  beetfi,  the  ground  rich  in  iron,  the  mines,  as  dear  to  them 
as  the  little  Breton  port  into  which  come  red-sailed  boats — 
the  vine-covered  hills  of  Touraine  or  the  Pyrenees  Moun- 
tains. .  .  . 

The  arrival  of  these  people  for  whom  Germany  has  no  usttj 
.  .  ,  has  been  for  the  French  communes,  impoverished  by  the; 
drain  of  forty-two  mouths  of  war.  a  heavy  burden.  Two  epi- 
sodes of  the  villages  of  the  Midi  will  show  this:    La  G — 
is  a  little  village  rompoFed  of  a  wore  of  thatched  cottage*'] 
situated    far   from    tlie    main    highway.      The    mayor   is   a 
*'refonne."  .  .  .  Wheji  the  first  dozen  rapatnea  arrived  in  hi« 
commune  and  saw  the  laud,  encircled  by  low  hills  and  trav- 
ersed  by  deep  valleys   with   here  and   there  small   pieces  ot\ 
fertile    ground,    threiided    with    rocky    roads    along    which 
ambled   on   market  days   droves  of   cattle   and   sheep,   thej 
returned  at  once  to  the  city  from  which  tliey  had  been  sent. 
The  mayor  declared  to  a  Hed  Cross  delegate  that  they  liad 
only  glanced  at  the  banquet  that  the  little  village  had  pre- 
pared for  them.    No  one  was  to  blame.    They  had  done  what 
they  could.    The  mpairies  had  decided  that  there  was  nothing 
for  Uiem  to  do  there  and  that  idleness  would  never  help  them, 
forget  even  for  a  moment  their  incurable  homesickness  for  the; 
plains  of  Flanders! 

At  T the  mayor  is  an  amiable  man  with  white  hair  I 

and  of  courteous  manners.  ,  .  .  Since  the  l>cginning  of  tht' 

war.  T has  organized  five  ambulances,  has  supported 

the  French  Hed  Cross  in  the  way  of  gifts  of  sheets,  clothing^; 
bed  linen,  etc.  and  now  tame  the  rapatri^x  and  Uie  refugeesi.) 
When  the  mayor  found  this  new  duty  thrust  upon  him.  b«j 
could  not  sleep  for  eight  days.  No  plare  to  put  them,  no 
work  to  give  tliem !  The  only  place  available  was  a  hospitid 
ward  filled  with  beds  without  covers  I" 


In  nearly  all  the  principal  cities  of  the  southern  dipafiemrniit 
the  Bureau  of  Kefugoes  and  Kolief  sent  delegates  to  establish 
headquarters  for  refugee  reiief.  Sometimes  these  delegated 
were  nurses  who  had  nad  social  service  training  but  they  were 
generally  social  service  workers.  During  the  summer  of  1918 
there  were  more  than  70  delegates  and  asaistanta  and  their 
work  covered  iifty-cight  of  the  sixty-six  uuiuvudcd  deparit- 
w^nis  in  France.  The  nature  of  the  service  rendered  by 
was  deserilK*<l  by  Katharine  Holmes: 

••i/a  Vroix-Houqe  Amrrivtiiin:  ct  La   Population  Cirile  francaiM,  Jt 
itat  dt9  Outragct  dt  Oamet,  October  I.  1918,  pp.  IflSllH). 


pr 


SING  SERVICE  TO  CIVILLVN  POPULATION     8« 


^ 


W 


I 


On  May  1,  1918,  I  went  as  delegate  for  the  Bureau  of 
Refugees  to  the  Department  of  the  Drome  in  southern  France, 
where  twelve  tSiousand  refugees  had  been  placed.  Tlie  refu- 
gee work  in  that  department  had  already  been  unusually  well 
organized  by  Miss  Dewnon,  who  gave  up  that  department  to 
become  zone  delegate.  There  was  a  warehouse  well  stocked 
with  all  the  different  kinds  of  furniture  needed  by  the  refugees 
in  fltarting  new  homes— beds,  tables,  chairs,  buifets,  bianketa, 
sheets,  quilts,  stoves,  mattresses,  pillows  and  garden  tools  and 
seeds. 

Cordial  relations  already  existed  with  the  prSfeia  du  police 
and  the  mayors  and  various  committees  of  French  volunteers 
which  had  already  been  started  in  many  of  the  bigger  towns. 
Coal  was  being  given  out  to  the  needy  and  knitting  to  mothers 
who  wished  to  make  mone3'-  at  home.  Plans  were  on  foot  for 
the  eetabliahment  of  an  American  diapensary  which  was  much 
needed. 

My  work  for  the  last  eight  mouths  has  been  to  carry  on  this 
Work  so  admirably  begun  and  to  meet  new  situations  and 
needs  as  they  arose.  About  two  hundred  families  a  month 
have  been  provided  with  the  furniture  necessary  for  the 
establishment  of  a  now  home.  This  has  meant  that  they  have 
also  had  each  one  the  friendly  counsel  and  visits  in  their  home 
of  one  of  our  committees  in  whatever  part  of  the  department 
they  lived.  One  hundred  and  fifty-three  volunteer  French 
"home  visitors"  whom  we  have  trained  help  us  in  the  Drome. 

Two  American  dispensaries  have  been  started,  one  at 
Itomans  and  one  at  Valence.  .  .  .  They  are  run  by  Dr. 
Wright  of  ("alifornia  and  two  Red  Cross  nurses,  Miss  Freda 
M.  CaflTm  and  Miss  O'Conncll.  Th(?y  have  a  staff  of  Freufih 
assistants  who  help  with  the  home  visiting  and  dispensary 
routine.  About  forty  pooph'  are  treated  at  each  day's  clinic 
and  ver}'  careful  work  is  done  by  the  aides  in  following  up 
work  for  all  cases.  On  the  doctor's  order  we  furnish  extra 
food  for  all  those  whose  physical  condition  demands  it.  We 
fiend  each  month  ten  of  the  most  anemic  children  to  Miss 
Trick'^s  country  home  at  Chanay  in  the  mountains  of  Ain. 

Three  playgrounds  were  started  in  the  summer,  two  at 
Valence  and  one  at  Romans,  a  crowded  center  for  shoe  manu- 
facturers. This  idea,  new  to  Franco  .  .  .  was  taken  up  en- 
thusiastically by  the  French.  .  .  . 

One  of  our  most  satisfactory  activities  was  in  finding  sepa- 
rate lodgings  for  fanulies  who  had  been  herded  together  in 
the  big  'centre.t  de  tri/iges"  where  the  French  were  forced  to 
put  them  on  account  of  their  sudden  and  overwhelming 
arriTal.    The  French  committees  in  the  different  towns  would 
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built  up  Uie  empty  buildings,  wc  would  pick  out  the  families 
most  needing  a  separate  home,  see  that  they  got  perraiasioi 
to  \m\e  from  the  prefet  and  then  Bend  ou  furniture  *' 
advanre  so  that  their  home  would  be  ready  for  them.     Oi 
their  arrival,  our  representative  met  them,  helped  them  with 
their  lu^fja^e.  took  them  to  the  mayor  to  aecure  bread  tickets, 
and  other  services  of  like  nature. 

The  development  of  playgrounds,  a  project  new  to  the 
French,  was  carried  out  at  Valence.  Six  American  norma! 
school  graduates  were  sent  to  Lyons  for  an  intensive  cours**  Bn<l 
then  assigned  to  different  Valence  schools.  So  successful  was 
their  work  that  when  the  American  Red  Cross  withdrew  the 
French  school  authorities  retained  the  services  of  two  of  these 
workers  permanently. 

Miss  Cafiin  wrote  of  the  establishment  of  the  Rod  Cro«i 
refugee  dispensary  at  Valence: 

On  May  22  Dr.  Wright  and  I  arrived  at  Valence  and  found 
nothing.  In  twenty-four  hours  a  building  was  located  and 
arrangements  for  having  it  painted  and  having  plumbingi 
installed  were  begun.  On  May  31  we  received  our  first! 
patient,  a  young  girl  of  twenty  who  had  tuberculosis. 

Our  clinics  were  held  on  Monday  and  Thursday  morning 
from  nine  to  10:30  for  children;  on  Mondayn  and  Thur8<iuy»i 
from  *i  to  7 :30  for  tuberculosis  patients  and  men  from 
Valence;  on  Tuesdays  and  Saturdays  from  1:30  to  3  for; 
women.  The  infinnicres  made  2^d2  home  visits  and  visited 
110  patients  in  the  cantonments. 

On  August  29  the  se(X)nd  dispensary  in  Valence,  at  Bourg 

*  Tbia  flinglfi  item  of  furniture  illustrates  one  of  a  wraith  of  intereKtingj 
inri(lent«  which  frutu  lack  of  space  must  be  omitted  from  this  hiMory. 
When  the  refugf^cs  were  pouring  into  Paris  and  the  southern  pruvineea. 
Dr.  IVvine  n«ke<i  the  Finance  Committee  for  some  two  million  francs  with 
which  to  buy  furniture.  The  members  of  the  Committee  responded  with 
the  utAtemrnt  that  he  would  not  Im-  able  to  buy  furniture  in  France  and 
UiHt  lack  of  tonnage  made  impoitaible  its  importation  from  the  I'nited, 
States.  He  answered  that  the  refugees  could  not  begin  to  build  even  tem- 
porary homes  without  Iteils  nnd  cbnirs  and  asked  for  a  provisional  appro* 
pritttion  with  which  to  buy  furniture,  provided  it  could  be  secured.  Tliis 
provisional  sum  was  granted  him. 

Dr.  Devine  then  turned  the  entire  problem  over  to  Martha  Spene*.  of 
ClevelsntI,  ii  layworker.  and  she  and  her  assistants  combeil  the  snisll  sfaopa 
all  ovor  Franre.  htiying  hrrt'  n  half  do7.i»n  chairs,  there  a  lied  or  two.  A 
fahritfVf  loo  small  to  manufacture  war  essentislH  yet  large  enough  to  oflcT 
some  facilitien  for  the  manufact\ire  of  simple  furniture*  wa*  t«ken  oT«r' 
and  it  turned  out  many  tublen  nnd  rhairR.  From  this  central  aupply,  tht 
depart innni si  tlvli^gatesi  ilrew  furniture  for  the  r^fugi-es.  This  incident 
is  also  a  pleasing  exnniple  of  women's  iiigenully*  espirially  ia  the  face  oC, 
m«n'a  dictum  that  "it  c^iuld  nut  be  don«." 
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de  P^age,  was  opened.  This  dispensary  was  for  all  poor 
children  uuder  the  age  of  Bixteeu.  .  .  .  Ou  closing  the  Ameri- 
can Red  Cross  work  at  Bourg  de  Peage  the  Freneh  Hed  Cross 
took  over  the  work  of  the  dispensary  and  are  rontinuing  it 
along  the  same  lines.  Arrangements  have  also  heen  made 
whereby  the  Sockte  de  Secours  aujc  Biases  MUitaires  will  take 
over  the  dispensary  at  Valence,  thus  leaving  our  work  in 
sympathetic  hands.  The  Children's  Bureau  in  cooperation 
with  the  Bureau  of  Refugees  niaintniued  a  sinall  hospital  of 
25  beds  for  chiklreu  of  Valence. 


The  nursing  S3rvic*e  of  the  Bureau  of  Refugees  was,  like  that 
of  the  Children's  Bureau,  limited  and  largely  curtailed  in  the 
late  spring  and  summer  of  1918  by  the  nursing  needs  of  the 
American  Expeditionary  Forces.  Public  health  and  child  wel- 
fare nurses  were  recalled  from  refugee  dispensaries  and  as- 
signed to  Red  Cross  military  hospitals.  During  the  twenty 
months  between  Alay  10,  11U7,  and  February  2H,  1!)!!),  the 
American  Red  Cross  in  France  aided  1,726,354  refugees;  pro- 
vided 00(1  dwellings;  operated  07  hospitals  and  dispensaries 
where  100,575  refugees  received  medical  and  nursing  serviee; 
operated  five  dispensaries  jointly  with  the  French,  in  which 
60,410  refugees  were  cared  for;  opened  8  refugee  canteens  and 
in  them  fed  66,410  refugees,  and  operated  68  workrooms.^** 

The  third  major  phase  of  the  work  undertaken  by  the  Cora- 
mission  for  France  for  the  civilian  population — and  the  last  one 
of  which  the  nursing  service  formed  a  substantial  and  vital 
part — was  the  work  done  by  the  Bureau  of  Tuberculosis.  Much 
has  been  written  regarding  the  tul>erculnsis  situation  in  France 
during  tbe  European  War,  so  the  treatment  of  this  subject  in 
this  history  will  bo  brief.  Only  such  phases  of  it  as  touch  upon 
American  Red  Cross  nursing  service  will  be  included. 

Tuberculosis  was  a  potent  foe  of  all  the  Allied  armies  in 
France.  In  1016  the  American  press  published  many  stories, 
some  exaggerated,  others  veracious,  of  the  decimation  of  the 
French  forces  by  this  disease.  Other  armies  suffered  in  much 
the  same  way,  though  little  was  said  regarding  them  save  in 
technical  publications.*' 

••"Tlie  Work  of  the  Americon  Red  Cross  During  the  War:  A  Statement 
of  Finanres  mid  AoeDDiplishnients/*  p.  02. 

"See  "The  Work  of  llic  Uuroau  of  Tuberciiloeifl  in  France."  W,  C. 
White:  The  American  Journai  of  the  Medical  Sciencca,  Vol.  CLVI,  No.  3, 
p.  410. 
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At  the  beginning  of  the  twentieth  oenttuy  the  French 
ptrtaktnt  of  the  Interior  had  formed  a  pemuuent  eommj 
charged  with  the  problem  of  controlling  tnberealasia.  The' 
Fn'uch  form  of  govemmeul  divided  France  into  depwrtmentSy 
each  department  with  its  several  arrondisaements :  in  every 
■rrondiaacroeut  was  located  at  least  one  large  eitr  supporting  a 
general  hoHpituI  of  considrrable  size.  Manv  of  theae  hoopitak 
had  special  wurds  or  pavilions  for  tnbercniosia  cases. 

Following  the  declaration  of  war,  these  and  all  other  ezistizig 
facilities  for  the  care  of  tuberculosis  patients  were  immediately 
utilized  for  tuberculous  soldiers  and  new  and  beneficent  laws 
were  passed  to  supplement  theae  provisions.  After  a  jear  of 
war,  the  French  Government  established  a  new  and  more  power- 
ful central  committee  to  ci:>llect  and  distribute  funds  to  care 
for  discharged  soldiers  suffering  from  tubenniloeis  and  also  to 
coordinate  the  work  of  the  departmental  committees  which  had 
direct  charge  of  these  soldiers  after  thev  had  been  released 
from  hospitals  of  the  Armv  and  the  Department  of  the  Interior. 
In  the  third  year  of  the  war,  the  Service  de  Sante  established 
numerous  special  hospitals  for  soldiers  suffering  from  tubercu- 
losis; these  were  larp^ely  private  sanatoria,  convents  and  schoob 
which  were  recjuisilioned  and  equipped  as  hospitals.  They  were 
calletl  Hftpiiaux  Sanitaires.  In  the  fall  of  1915,  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Interior  established  a  fund  from  which  thirty 
Stations  Sanitaires  wore  maintained  to  receive  soldiers  dis- 
chargt'd  fnuu  the  IlopUatu:  Sanitaires  of  the  Army,  This 
fund  was  also  used  to  assist  the  departmental  committees  in  the 
home  care  of  patients  who  hud  been  discharged  from  the  Sta- 
tionn  Saniiaires. 

This  exti?u>iive  federal  organization  was  supplemented  by  a 
private  organization  known  as  the  Tube.rcuUiix  de  la  Guerre» 
Mrs.  Kdwurd  Tuck  was  the  president,  Airs.  Edith  Wharton  the 
vie.e-jir<'si(lent  and  Mr.  Blair  Fairchild  the  se<Tet»ry.  The 
spe<Mal  aim  of  the  Committee  was  to  provide  sanatoria  for 
HoUiais  reformer, 

Imie  in  1010  the  Rockefeller  Foundation  sent  Dr.  Herman 
Biggs,  Health  Officer  of  New  York  State,  to  France  to  invcsii- 
glte  the  liiU'reuiosia  situation  and  to  report  whether  or  not  the 
Foundation  shonld  undertake  an  unti-tuberculosis  campaign 
in  Fninif.  Dr.  Biggs'  rejM»rt  redultr*d  in  the  formation  of  the 
Itockefeller  Commission  for  the  Prevention  of  Tuberculoaii 
in  France,  with  Dr.  Livingston  Farrand  as  director  and  Dr. 
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J  amcas   A.    Miller   and    Dr.    Selakar    M.    Qunn    as    associate 
directors. 

Thf  nu^mbera  of  the  War  Council  and  of  the  Commiasiou  to 
France  had  early  felt  that  oue  of  the  vital  phases  of  service 
which  the  American  Ked  Cross  could  render  lay  in  the  care  of 
tuberculous  soldiers  and  civilians.  Upon  the  creation  of  the 
Departmeut  of  Civil  xVtfairs  at  Paris  headquarters,  Mr.  Folks 
appointed  on  August  13,  1917,  as  chief  of  the  Red  Cross  Bureau 
of  Tuberculosis,  Dr.  William  Charles  White,  who  had  come  to 
France  several  months  l>efore  to  serve  as  director  of  the  Tuber- 
ctdexix  de  la  Guerre.  Dr.  White  was  also  apjwinted  as  an 
associate  director  of  the  Rockefeller  Conmiissioii. 

Elizabeth  Crowell  was  chief  uurst*  of  the  Rcjekefeller  Com- 
mission for  the  Prevention  of  Tuberculosis  in  France.  Early 
in  the  fall  of  1917,  a  nursing  comniittet^  consisting  of  Miss 
Crowell,  Miss  Russell,  Miss  Ashe  and  Mihs  I^eete  was  appointed 
by  the  Commission  to  coordinate  the  inirsing  activities  of  the 
Rockefeller  Commission  and  the  American  lied  Cross, 

Dr.  White  wrote  of  the  subsequent  alignment  of  work: 

The  first  task  was  a  divieion  of  labor  between  the  Red 
Cross  and  the  Rockefeller  Foundation,  so  that  their  efforts 
would  eoiitemplnte  a  uniformity  of  rcrtults.  The  Rockefeller 
Comniigi^ion  undertook  a  study  of  the  rouditions  existing,  the 
provision  of  dispensary  service,  an  educational  campaign  and 
the  selcctiou  of  two  units — one  an  arrondiflsemeut  of  Paris 
and  another  a  department  of  France — in  which  it  would  pro- 
vide a  model  organization  to  be  used  as  an  object  lessou  in 
American  methods. 

The  Red  Cross  Bureau  of  Tuberculosis  undertook  the  more 
immediate  fields  of  the  work»  sucrh  as  the  provisioa  of  hospi- 
tals, improvements  of  conditions  in  temporary  hospitals,  as- 
sistance to  French  organizations  dealing  with  tuberculosis 
and  a  cnrefnl  study  of  the  whole  tuljen-ulosis  situation  in 
France,  whioh  might  be  used  in  conjunction  with  the  Founda- 
tion's work  for  a  [>crmanent  program  and  lasting  evidence  of 
the  Work  of  America.** 


Clara  L.  Shackford  was  the  first  supervising  nurse  of  the 
Bureau  of  Tuberculosis.  A  graduate  of  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania  Scbool,  ^lias  Shackford  waa  for  some  time  super- 
intendent of  nurses  of  St.  Luke's  Hospital,  St.  Louis,  and 
superintendent  of  the  John  Sealy  Hospital,  Galveston,  Texas. 

"''The  Work  of  the  Bureau  of  Tubcrculoais  in  Franco,"  p>  417. 
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She  went  to  France  in  December,  1917,  and  was  appointed  as 
executive  nurse  of  the  Tuberculosis  Bureau.  During  the  spring 
of  1918  she  developed  tul)erculosi8,  returned  to  this  country 
and  spent  some  mouths  at  Saranac;  there  the  disease  was  ar- 
rested, and  in  November,  li»18,  she  entered  the  Army  Nurse 
Corps  and  was  assigned  to  Camp  Devens. 

For  some  months  Miss  Ashe  carried  the  work  of  the  Tubercu- 
losis Bureau  and  in  October,  li)18,  Sarah  Adams  Crawford 
woa  appointed  as  supervising  nurse.  Following  her  graduation 
from  the  Framingham  (Massachusetts)  Training  School,  Miss 
Crawford  had  had  executive  experience  in  various  New  Eng- 
land institutions  and  for  three  and  a  half  years  was  superinten- 
dent of  nurses  and  also  dietitian  of  the  Massachusetta  State 
Sanatorium  for  Tuberculosis.  Although  she  was  enrolled  in 
1911,  Miss  Crawford's  first  work  for  the  American  Rod  Cross 
began  in  1917,  when  she  taught  classes  in  Home  Hygiene  and 
Care  of  the  Sick.  She  went  overseas  in  the  summer  of  1918 
and  upon  her  retuni  in  1919  to  the  United  States  did  school 
nursing  under  the  Visiting  Nurse  Association  at  Wilmington, 
Delaware.  She  was  later  appointe<l  as  a  Red  Cross  public 
health  nurse  for  the  Wilmiugtou  Chapter.  She  died  there  on 
February  7,  1920,  from  double  pueumouia  contracted  in  line 
of  duty. 

Both  Miss  Shaekford  and  Miss  Crawford  typify  the  great 
rank  and  file  of  Red  Cross  nurses,  women  who  have  given  the 
best  years  of  their  lives  in  unobtrusive  service  to  others  and 
many  of  whom  have  died  in  harness. 

The  nursing  staff  of  the  Tuberculosis  Bureau  numbered 
about  sixty  nurses.  They  were  chosen  by  National  Head- 
quarters by  reason  of  special  training  and  experience.  Upon 
arrival  in  Franco  they  reported  to  the  chief  nurse  of  the  ci>ni- 
mission  and  w*ere  by  her  assigned  to  tuberculosis  work.  Miss 
Ashe  in  her  capacity  of  chief  nurse  of  the  (^hihlren*8  Bureau 
had  general  sujKTvision  of  this  phase  of  nursing  service  to  the 
civilian  population;  ^tiss  Stimson's  time  was  ahnost  entirely 
occupied  with  the  military  service. 

One  of  the  earliest  expressions  of  the  Red  Cross  anti-tnbereti- 
losis  program  lay  in  the  provision  of  new  beds  in  existing 
French  institutions.  In  1014  the  French  had  undertaWrn  the 
construction  of  a  model  sanatorium  at  Bligny,  Briis-9i>us- 
Forges.  near  Paris,  and  had  completed  buildings  in  whirh  two 
hundred  patients  could  be  cared  for.     The  declaration  of  war 
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arrested  further  construction  and  the  timl>ers  and  stnictiiral 
iron  still  lay  on  the  grounds  in  1017  where  the  workmen  had 
left  them  three  years  hc^fore.  The  Bureau  of  Tuberculosis 
arranged  for  a  grant  frctm  the  American  Red  Cross  by  means 
of  which  the  other  buildings  of  the  sanatorium  were  completed 
during  the  spring  of  lOlS  and  some  three  hundred  and  fifty 
additional  beds  were  thus  made  available.  The  new  pavilions 
of  the  Bligny  Sanatorium  were  staffed  for  a  time  by  American 
Red  Cross  nurses  and  aides. 

The  Board  of  Managers  of  VHopiial  SL  Joseph,  which  waa 
located  in  the  Fourteenth  Arrondissement  and  which  was  one 
of  the  largest  and  most  pragrcssive  hospitals  in  Paris,  had  pur- 
chased a  convent  adjoining  the  hospital  buildings,  which  Uiey 
planned  to  reconstruct  to  hospitalize  men  and  women  suffering 
from  tuberculosis.  An  arrangement  was  finally  made  whereby 
the  Hopiial  SL  Joseph  contributed  208,000  francs  and  the 
American  Red  Cross  285,000  francs  for  this  reconstruction 
work  and  some  two  hundred  and  fifty  additional  beds  were 
thus  secured  in  Paris.  The  American  Red  Cross  later  made 
an  additional  grant. 

The  tuberculous  soldiers  and  reformes  presented  a  picture 
of  genuine  pathos.  "A'^othing  is  sadder,"  stated  the  Aimual 
Report,  1918,  of  the  Tuberculosis  Bureau,  ''than  a  ward  of 
tuberculous  reformes,  A  young  soldier  told  lis  that  he  whs 
alone  in  Paris;  that  his  parents  had  remained  in  invaded  terri- 
tory; that  he  received  no  letter,  no  remembrance  from  anyone. 
He  asked  earnestly  for  some  clothes.  In  giving  this  assistance 
to  him,  we  know  that  he  will  never  have  the  strength  to  put 
them  on — his  hour  had  come — but  we  hope  to  see  in  his  already 
dim  eyes  a  longing  satisfied."  In  the  same  report  a  reforme 
wrote,  "We  are  plague-stricken — nobody  comes  to  see  us.  If 
only  we  had  lost  an  arm  or  a  leg,  then  we  should  have  a  lot  of 
ptwple  around  ua.     We  are  the  badly  wounded  of  the  war." 

The  Assistance  Publique  of  Piiris  had  constructed  seven  sets 
of  barracks  in  connection  with  large  hospitals  and  almshousee 
of  the  city,  with  a  potential  capacity  of  1052  beds,  but  only 
174  of  these  beds  were  in  general  use.  The  American  Red 
Cross  completed  necessary  construction,  added  diet  kitchens 
and  recreation  rooms,  supplied  aJilitional  clothing,  bed  covers 
and  flowers  and  brightened  up  the  general  aspect  of  the  wards; 
the  number  of  patients  wtis  as  a  result  increased  to  6.57.  Ameri- 
can Red  Cross  nurses  were  assigned  to  duty  in  these  barracks 


848   HISTORY  OF  AMERICAN  RED  CROSS  NURSING 


and  the  non-professional  phases  of  the  work  were  directed  with 
marked  success  by  Mile.  Aloufflard,  a  French  woman.  In  addi- 
tion to  affording  an  increased  nmnbcr  of  beds  for  refomxes, 
these  barracks  also  afforded  hospitalization  to  tuberculous 
rapairies  and  refugees. 

ffnpitul  Henevole  19*"  was  a  small  hospital  of  twenty-eight 
beds  which  was  operated  in  Paris  by  the  iVmerican  R<?d  Cross 
for  French  soldiers  in  the  incipient  stages  of  tuberculosis, 

Financial  assistance  was  given  by  tlie  Bureau  of  Tubercu- 
losis to  manj  other  French  institutions.  On  April  15,  1916, 
rilopiial  Ormesson,  a  hospital  for  tuberculous  children,  had 
undertaken  the  care  of  ITiO  tuberculous  soldiers.  The  Service 
de  Snnte  in  return  for  this  hospitalization  gave  the  institution 
an  allowance  per  patient  of  three  francs  a  day,  but  a  deficit  of 
nearly  10,000  franca  a  month  had  resulted  from  this  arrange- 
ment. L'Hoplial  Ormesson  consequently  notified  the  French 
Army  that  tlie  In-ds  would  have  to  be  discontinued.  This  fortu- 
nately did  not  happe:i,  as  the  American  Red  Cross  agreed  to 
appropriate  the  necessary  funds. 

Assistance  of  this  type  was  also  given  to  Mile,  Chaptal  for 
the  development  of  a  hospital  of  forty  beds  for  tuberculous 
women.  To  the  Sanatorium  Lege,  the  departmental  institution 
of  the  Gironde,  two  hundred  thousand  francs  were  given.  To 
the  Socieie  de  Secours  aux  BUsses  Miliiaires  a  similar  gift 
was  made  which  was  added  to  a  fund  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  francs  furnished  by  this  organization;  the  aggregate 
sum  was  used  to  purchase  a  property  at  Tours  for  a  depart- 
mentnl  sanatorium  of  the  I  mire -ei- Loire.  A  total  of  847  insti- 
tutions for  the  care  of  tubiTCulosis  cases  were  aided  by  the 
American  Red  Cross  during  the  European  War  and  a  total  of 
2078  new  bods  were  added  to  already  existing  organizations.** 

Early  in  the  summer  of  1917  the  organization  Lts  Tuhercvt^ 
leux  de  la  Oxwrre  had  undertaken  to  remodel  the  Chateau 
la  Fontaine  Bude  at  Yerres,  near  Paris,  as  a  tuberculosis  sa 
torinm.  When  the  American  Red  Cross  took  over  the  artivitieif 
of  this  organization,  it  carried  on  the  work  contemplated  at 
Yerres  and  there  maintained  80  beds  for  French  men  civilians 
in  the  early  stage's  of  the  disease.     Mary  C,  Ewing^  a  social 

*"The  Work  of  the  American  Red  Crass  during  the  War:  Ftnuict**  anil 
Accomplishments/*  p.  ft4.  For  n  list  of  these  inetitutlnns.  s^o  Annual 
Report.  July  1.  1018.  of  the  Bureau  of  Tuberculosis,  p.  22,  Chart  4.  su^ 
plements  I-IO.    Red  CroM  Library. 
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service  worker  and  a  nurses'  aide,  organized  the  sanatorium 
at  Yerres.  She  arrived  in  Paris  in  November,  1917,  to  work 
under  the  auspices  of  Les  Tuberculeiut:  de  la  Guerre  and  was 
immediately  sent  up  to  Yerres.    She  wrote; 

In  this  hospital,  we  eventually  had  ten  French  nurses  and 
the  original  plan  was  to  make  it  as  nearly  like  a  French  hos- 
pital as  possible.  All  our  patients  were  Frnruhmeii,  save  for 
a  few  American  soldiers.  The  hospital  was  opened  the  middle 
of  January,  but  from  about  December  12th  I  thad  been  the 
only  American  there,  wo  you  mi^^hL  WfH  say  that  I  assisted  in 
the  equipment  of  the  hospital  and  in  establishing  the  routine 
which  was  afterwards  carried  out. 


Miss  Ewiug  was  next  assigned  to  Miss  Leete's  staff  at  the  Tent 
Hospital,  was  later  placed  in  charge  of  the  various  nurses' 
homes  in  and  near  Paris  and  finally  went  to  Roumania  with 
Miss  Patterson.  Her  service,  a  long  and  responsible  one,  is 
typical  of  that  of  many  American  laywomen  who  served  in  a 
semi-nursing  and  executive  capacity  with  the  American  Red 
Cross  Nursing  Service  in  France,  but  who  were  classed  as  aides 
because  they  were  not  professionally  trained  nurses.  Of  Miss 
Ewing,  Miss  Leete  \\Tote:  "She  came  to  No.  5  before  it  was 
opened  and  she  remained  there  until  the  line  was  far  enough 
removed  from  us  so  that  the  responsibilities  were  not  so  great. 
She  first  took  charge  of  the  kitchen  mid  when  that  was  turned 
over  to  the  Army  cook  she  tmvk  charge  of  the  diet  kitchen  and 
later  of  the  nurses'  home  and  the  dfM'tor'a  quarters.  Wlicn  off 
duty  she  went  into  the  wards.  She  rendered  unusually  effect- 
ive service,  fitting  herself  into  any  department  which  required 
assistance." 

Even  greater  than  the  need  for  hospitalization  for  tubercu- 
lous soldiers  was  that  for  tuberculous  rapalriis,  refiigees  and 
members  of  the  French  civilian  population.  All  the  private 
sanatoria  and  wards  of  the  Assistance  Puhli/jue  were  being 
utilized,  it  will  be  remembered,  principally  for  tuberculous 
soldiers  and  reformes.  The  Bureau  of  Tuberculosis  chose  the 
two  largest  cities  in  France,  Lyons  nnd  Paris,  as  the  theater  of 
activities  in  their  behalf  and  established  in  each  of  these  cities 
large  hospitals  and  sanfitoria  for  tuberculosis  patients. 

Lyons,  immediately  iK'bind  fivian-les-Bains,  was  the  first 
Btopping^place  of  the  rapairies.  The  General  Hospital  Board 
of  Lyons  had  in  its  possession  a  central  building  given  to  them 
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by  the  Empross  Eugenic  and  they  turned  it,  and  fxvQ  nowly 
erorted  barraoks  adjacont  to  it,  oatt  to  the  American  Hod  Cross 
parly  in  the  fall  of  1917  for  nse  ns  a  tuberculosis  hospital  for 
women  aiul  cliildren  ra/>o/ne&".  The  Hospital  lioard  provided 
all  equipment,  linen,  food  and  other  articles  and  factors  of 
maiTitenatH-e;  the  Anu'rican  Red  Cross  paid  a  per  capita  rate 
per  patient  to  the  Hospital  Hoard,  for  which  the  French  Oov- 
ernmcnt  partially  reimbursed  the  American  Red  Cross.  The 
Bureau  of  Tuberculosis  supplied  all  medical  and  nursing  serv- 
ice and  medical  supplies.  The  hospital,  which  was  called  the 
Asile  Ste,  Eugenie,  was  opened  on  December  5,  1917,  and  un 
the  first  of  April,  1018,  was  maintaining  hois  for  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-eight  patients.  This  hospital  worked  in  closo 
coop<*ration  with  the  cbildren's  hospitals  and  convalescent 
homes  developed  at  Lyons  by  Miss  Nelson,  Miss  Butler  and 
Dr.  Grulee. 

Aladelaine  Evans  was  the  first  chief  nurse  at  the  .4^7^  Sie, 
Eugenie.  She  was  loaned  to  the  Tuberculosis  Bureau  by  tlio 
Army,  but  only  for  three  months,  and  was  recalled  to  her  unit, 
Base  Hospital  No.  2,  early  in  March,  1918.  Anne  Carney 
was  then  placed  in  charge  of  the  nursing  service  at  the  Asilf, 
Her  stat!  consisted  of  one  American  nurse,  throe  Swiss  nurses 
and  one  Freiwh  aide.  Lieut,  (later  Major)  O.  L.  Hellis,  who 
had  been  transferred  in  September,  1017,  from  Colonel 
Winter's  staff,  was  in  charge  of  the  hospital  and  later  directed 
an  extensive  disjwnsary  service  at  Lyons  for  tuberculoiia  rapo- 
Irieat  and  refugees. 

The  head<|uarters  of  this  dispensary  service  was  at  87  Cours 
Gamlx'tta.  Lillian  Bell  Stuff  was  the  public  health  nurse  in 
charge  and  she  was  assisted  by  a  Swiss  nurse  and  an  American 
nurse.  An  Idea  of  the  cooperation  which  existed  between  all 
bureaus  of  the  American  Red  Cross  organization  in  I-yons  is 
contained  in  the  following  statement  written  by  Miss  Stuff: 


Our  daily  routine  consisted  of  dispensary  duty,  of  visiting 
sick  refugees  in  their  homes  and  instnicting  them  in  saniti^ 
tion,  of  furnishing  help  where  needed  for  bedside  c*re  in 


advanced  eases  and  of  arranging  for  amliuhiuees  to  take  them 
to  hospitals  if  hospitali/Ation  was  eoujiidered  nect-ssarY. 
^Ticn  patients  were  found  poorly  nourished,  the  physician  m 
charge  of  the  (ligpennar)'  ordered  food  f-upplies  Bueh  as  coroa, 
sugar,  prunes,  rice,  canned  milk  and  macaroni  and  these  were 
furnished  by  the  American  Red  Cross.     Unsuitable  bousing 
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conditions  were  reported  to  the  Bureau  of  Refugees  and  co- 
operation with  all  other  departmenU  of  Red  Cross  service  was 
established  wherever  it  was  needed. 

This  dispensary  was  transferred  on  December  1,  1918,  to  the 
Rockefeller  Foundation.  Like  many  other  American  Red 
CrosB  hospitals  and  dispensaries,  it  also  served  individual  sol- 
diera  of  the  American  P-xpcditionary  Forces. 

At  Plessis-Robinson,  six  miles  from  Paris,  the  Tuberculosis 
Bureau  established  the  largest  of  its  institutions,  the  Edward 
T.  Trudeau  Sanatorium.  Previous  to  1!>14,  the  Department 
of  the  Seine  hud  puri-liased  iwn  chateaux,  Hiichctto  and  Mala- 
bry,  which  were  located  just  outside  the  city:  on  these  estates, 
houses  for  working  people  were  to  be  constructed  imder  a  plan 
known  as  the  "Garden  City  Plant."  The  declaration  of  war 
arrested  the  development  of  the  project,  but  its  originator, 
Henri  Scllier,  was  so  interested  in  the  tuljcrculosis  problem 
that  he  offered  the  two  estates,  rent  free,  to  the  Bureau  of 
Tuberculosis. 

The  two  chateaux  and  their  adjacent  buildings  and  grounds 
covered  one  hundred  and  Hfty  acres.  Kcconstniction  work  was 
begun  in  November,  11)17,  by  a  group  of  British  and  American 
Friends  working  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  James  L.  Gamble, 
of  Johns  Hopkins  Hospital,  Four  additional  houses  of  con- 
siderable size  were  secured  in  the  vicinity  and  on  Christmas 
Day  the  first  patients  were  admitted — three  refugees  suffering 
with  tuberculosis.  The  institution  was  named  after  the  pioneer 
■  expert  in  tuberculosis,  Dr,  Tnideau,  an  ^Vmericau  of  French 
origin  whose  name,  the  Commission  hoped,  would  help  estab- 
lish a  bond  uf  unity  and  sympathy  between  tlie  two  nations. 

The  Trudeau  Sanatorium  was  soon  developed  into  a  model 
project  for  the  treatment  of  tuberculosis.     Dr.  White  wrote: 

The  future  plans  for  this  whole  property  contemplate  the 
following  difTerent  groupings  of  people:  a  sanatorium  for 
women;  a  detention  house  for  entering  children;  a  hospital 
for  tuberculous  children;  a  preventorium  for  children  of 
tuberculous  parent.--;  a  colony  for  families  with  a  tuberculoua 
member  from  which  tlie  sick  one  cannot  be  separated.  With 
ttie  completion  of  the  project,  approximately  two  thousand 
persons  in  which  tuben  ulosis  is  a  common  factor,  will  be  cared 
for.  The  work  is  being  carried  out  in  cooperation  with  the 
Department  of  the  Interior  of  the  French  Government,  the 
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dispensary  eervice  is  of  the  Rockefeller  Foundation  and  our 
own  Hospital  Admission  Bureau.** 

Inez  Loiuse  Cadcl,  a  Johns  Hopkins  graduate,  was  head 
nurse  of  the  Trudeau  Sanatorium,  until  the  militarv  crisis  iu 
May,  1918,  made  uet'^'ssary  her  assignment  to  the  Autcuil  Tent 
Hospital.  In  March,  1918,  the  nursing  staff  at  Plessis-Iiobin- 
8on  numbered  five  American  Red  Cross  nurses,  one  graduate 
English  nurse,  one  graduate  Australian  nurse,  one  French 
nurse  and  two  Amerioau  Red  Cross  nurses'  aides. 

The  Women's  Hospital  accommodated  some  eighty  patients, 
the  Children's  Hospital  about  seventy.  Miss  Crawford,  second 
supervising  luirse  of  the  Tuberculosis  Bureau,  wrote  of  the 
observation  hospital : 

The  patients  are  assigned  to  us  through  the  Paris  dispel 
saries.  About  thirty  children  arc  admitted  at  a  time  to 
building  quite  distant  from  the  hospital  and  there  thev  ai 
kept  for  aliout  two  weeks.  During  thin  time  they  receive  th< 
ne<'es8ary  attention  from  our  dentist  or  our  tliroat  specialisij 
and  they  are  under  the  constant  observation  of  the  doctor] 
and  nurse.  At  the  end  of  two  weeks,  they  are  either  tranvj 
ferred  to  the  Children's  Hospital  or  to  the  Preventorium  andy 
thirty  more  children  are  brought  in  to  the  Receiving  Hospi^ 
tal.  We  have  children  of  all  ages  at  the  hospitals,  babies  an4l 
children  to  ten  years  of  age,  but  tlie  older  ones  are  transferred! 
to  the  Preveutorium  as  Hoon  as  possible. 

In  some  cases  ue  will  have  the  mother  at  the  Women'»l 
Sanatorium  and  her  children  in  the  Children's  Hospital  and 
in  the  Preventorium. 


One  of  the  American  Red  Cross  nurses  who  was  aligned  Uk\ 
the  Children's  Hospital   was  Laura  Blanche  Bingham. 
wrote; 

I    went  to   Chateaux   Hachette-Robinson   on   August  16| 
1918,  for  general  duty  at  the  Children's  Hospital,    'rliere  oi 
work  wni<  arduous,  but  we  were  all  willing  to  do  our  bit  U 
U)c»se  half-starved  suffering  children  of  France.     Wc 
bathing  children  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning;  next 
medical    treatment,   surgiral   dressings,    irri;rations,   mmmj 
and   bamluging.     Then   all   patients  were  carried  outdooi 

•"Work  i>f  tlic   Rureati   of  Tuberciiloeic   In    Fmnw"   Dr.   Wliitc 
American  Journal  of  tho  Jfr<f»cal  ScicnctM,  Vol  CLVI,  Ko.  3,  p.  4SX 


A  tuberculous  refugee  child  who  died  in  an  American  Red  Cross  children's 

iiowpitft]  in  France. 


A  child  who  lived. 
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some  on  their  beds,  others  iu  cbaises-longues.     We  nurses 
were  aseisted  by  French  niaida. 

We  had  eight  hottle-fetl  babies,  each  of  whom  had  aix 
bottles  apiece,  so  forty-eight  bottles  to  be  sterilized  every  day 
is  quite  a  t4isk.  We  were  terribly  uiidersUtTcd  all  summer 
and  the  work  at  times  seemed  overwhelnuu^'.  but  we  loved  the 
children.  During  those  strenuous  months  of  August  and 
September,  Immbing  raids  were  of  tlaily  occurrence  and  tlie 
effect  of  them  on  those  little  miteH  was  terrorizing.  One 
night  wc  had  a  tremendous  thunderstorm.  In  one  moment* 
it  was  pandemonium  let  loose ;  they  thou^iht  the  thunder  was 
the  Boche  again.  The  panic  among  the  little  ones  during  our 
last  hideous  raid  in  September  was  pitiful. 

South  of  Paris  lay  the  old  city  of  Blols  and  here  tlif  Tu- 
berculosis Bureau  established  a  small  Women's  Iloapital,  of 
fleveuteen  Ix^ds.  A  lur^*  Franco-American  dispensary  located 
here  was  also  maintained  by  Dr.  Wliite's  bureau. 

To  summarize,  the  Uufnial  Benevole,  19  his,  at  Paris;  the 
Edith  Wharton  Sanatorium  at  Yerrea;  the  AsUe  Ste.  Eugenie 
at  Lyons;  the  Edward  Tmdeau  Snnat^irium  at  Plessis-Robin- 
8on  near  Paris;  and  the  small  Women's  Hospital  at  Blois  were 
the  hospitals  maintained  by  the  Burt^au  of  Tuberculosis  for  the 
civilian  population.  These  hospitals  provided  G075  beds  and 
maintained  172,942  patient  days.  The  two  American  Red 
Cross  dispensaries  for  tuberculosis  were  those  located  at  Lyons 
and  at  Blois. 

The  Bureau  of  Tuberculosis  developed  extensive  co<iperation 
with  the  Rockefeller  Foundation  in  its  two  model  demonstra- 
tions. The  joint  dispensaries  of  the  two  organizations  in  the 
Nineteenth  Arrondisscment  in  Paris  have  been  described.  In 
the  Department  Eure-ei-Loir,  the  Rockefeller  Foundation  with 
assistance  from  the  American  Red  Cross  maintained  tuberculo- 
sis dispensaries  at  Cbartres,  Chateaudun,  Dreux,  St.  Remy- 
sur-Avre  and  Nogeut-le-Rotrou.  The  Bureau  of  Tuberculosis 
provided  hospital  facilities  at  Dreux,  at  Chateauduu  and  at 
Chartres  for  advanced  cases. 

The  two  organizations  also  carried  on  an  extensive  anti- 
tuberculosis and  infant  welfare  campaign.  Three  traveling 
equlpes  were  organized  and  sent  otit  through  the  various  de- 
partments. Dr.  Frances  Sage  Bradley  was  at  one  time  in 
char^  of  one  of  these  units.    She  wrote; 
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This  equipe  consisted  of  an  advance  agent  who  arranged 
dates  and  suitable  publicity,  secured  a  building,  hotel  accom- 
modatioas,  etc. ;  a  sfjoaker  from  each  organization ;  a  young 
woman  who  gave  practical  demunstrations  of  l)athing  the 
baby;  a  mechanician.  The  exhibit  material  included  several 
cinema  on  tuberculosis  and  the  care  of  children  ;  a  series  of 
panels  on  each  subject ;  a  small  nuulel  of  tuberculosis  dis- 
pensary and  a  life-sized  baby  doll  used  for  the  bathing  deraon- 
Btratiou;  and  much  literature  fur  distribution. 

American  Red  Cross  nurses  were  asaigned  to  this  publicity 
work  until  the  military  crisis  of  11>18  made  neoeftsary  their 
withdrawal  and  reasaignraeut  to  Red  Cross  emergency  hos- 
pitals. Then  vieiieu^e^  d*enfanis  or  French  nurses  carried  on 
the  nursing  demonstrations. 

The  Bureau  of  Tul)erculosia  undertook  extensive  relief  work 
for  tuberculosis  patients  among  the  colonies  of  Serbian  refugees 
in  France.  The  American  Red  Cross  also  provided  hospitaliza- 
tion for  acute  cases  among  the  American  Expeditionary  Foroes. 

The  fourth  principal  hureau  of  the  Commission  for  Franoi 
was  the  Bureau  of  the  War  Zone,  which  provided  niaterii 
relief  of  civilians  still  living  in  the  iightiug  zones  and  ussisto^ 
in  making  possible  thc_  return  of  refugees  to  the  devastati 
regions  and  the  areas  evacuated  by  the  forward-moving  Alii* 
troops.     The  Hfth  and  last  bureau  of  the  Paris  houd<]uartoi 
was  the  bureau  for  the  Reeducation  of  French  Mufiles.     Thtf 
American  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service  did  not  share  in  the 
activities  of  either  of  these  two  bureaus. 

Italy  declared  war  on  Austria-Hungary  on  May  23,  1015. 
The  American  Red  Cross  immediately  offered  to  her  the  serv- 
ices of  a  unit  of  surgeons  nud  nurses,  as  it  had  to  the  other 
belligerents,  but  the  offer  was  declined.  George  B.  McClellui 
one  time  mayor  of  New  York  City,  described  in  a  pi'raoni 
letter  addressed  May  27,  1915,  to  Miss  Boardman  and  Mi 
Delano,  the  popular  feeling  then  prevalent  in  Italy: 

There  seem  to  be  very  few  trained  nurses  (in  our  sense)  in 
the  country.  Since  the  war  began  last  August,  most  of  ilw 
Italian  women  have  taken  .  .  .  courses  in  nursing.  All  ars_ 
called  Kod  Cross  nurses  and  are  very  enthusiastic  and  willing  ' 

The  work  at  the  actual  front  ih  tn  be  done  by  men    '    ■    'u*' 
hospitiils  behind  tlie  lines  and  in  tlu'  haw?  are  to  be  ^ 
tlie  few  real  trained  nurses  there  are  and  by  these  amateure. 


NURSING  SERVICE  TO  CIVILIAN  POPULATION    855 

...  1  have  talked  with  a  great  number  of  Italians  and  witlx 
a  few  Americaus  who  know  Italy.  With  one  accord,  they 
have  all  discoumgeil  the  idea  of  sending  American  and  Eng- 
lish nurses  to  Italy  nt  the  present  time.  The  Italians  do  not 
want  OUT  help.  They  are  convinced  that  they  are  quite  bIjIg 
to  t4ike  care  of  theniBelves  and  do  not  want  us  to  send  them 
either  nurses,  surgeons  or  advice.  All  agree  that  supplies  will 
be  welcome. 

The  nursing  system  in  Italy  resembled  in  many  respocta  that 
whieh  prevailed  in  France  and  other  continental  countries. 
The  Sisterhoods  had  many  nursing  members.  These  nuns  were 
Boldom  trained  according  to  the  Nightingale  system,  but  long 
experience  had  made  them  able  administrators  and  ekilled 
nurses.  They  gave  medicines,  assisted  in  the  operating  rooms 
and  had  general  supervision  of  the  wards;  but  they  did  very 
little  bedside  nursing  and  they  rarely  nursed  men. 

The  economic  advantages  of  this  type  of  nursing  service  were 
summarized  by  Mary  S.  Gardner,  a  pioneer  American  public 
health  nurse  who  in  lOlS  undertook  a  special  mission,  to  be 
described  later,  for  the  American  Red  Cross  in  Italy: 

Their  employment  offers  a  number  of  advantages;  per- 
haps most  important  is  the  fact  that  the  npirit  of  service 
actuates  their  work.  It  is  also  an  inexpensive  and  convenient 
form  of  nursing  service,  for  if  a  religious  order  staffs  a  hospi- 
tal the  management  is  at  no  further  trouble.  There  is  usually 
an  adequate  supply  and  if  one  nun  is  sick  another  appears  to 
take  her  place  irumediately.  The  complete  laicization  in  Italy 
would  undoubtedly  be  a  calamity.  It  would  seem  wise  to 
offer  a  better  and  more  general  training  to  nuns.  Even 
though  a  secular  body  of  trained  nurses  may  later  be  de- 
veloped, the  nuns  must  continue  to  occupy  an  important  place 
in  the  nursing  economy  of  the  country. 

Monks  also  care  for  the  sick.** 

The  actual  bedside  nursing  of  the  patient  was  left  to  un- 
trained attendants  of  the  servant  type,  called  infermiere.  Of 
this  type  of  nurse  Miss  Gardner  wrote : 

This  group,  a  large  one,  presents  few  possibilities  for  im- 
provement. Hours  of  work  arc  too  long,  living  conditions 
too  hard  and  salaries  too  low  to  attract  a  fine  type  of  woman, 

«•  General    Report   of   the  Commission    for   Tuberculoais,   American   Red 
CroM  in  Italy,  pp.  49-50. 
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nor  does  the  work  stimulate  ambition.  The  doctors  give  mofit 
of  the  treatments  usually  given  by  nurses  in  Kngliind  and 
America  and  little  attempt  is  made  either  to  increajie  the 
skill  of  the  iuferviiere  or  to  secure  a  type  <if  woman  capable  of 
such  improvement.  It  may  be  generally  Htated  that  few 
infermiere  would  be  capable  of  receiving  a  nurse's  training, 
even  were  requirements  reduced  to  the  lowest  possible  mini- 
mum. One  unfortunate  custom  also  prevails  which  is  de- 
moralizing to  the  infirmiera's  ethical  standard  and  which  doe* 
much  to  prevent  a  uniform  and  disinterciited  <'arc  nf  the  sick. 
In  many  hot^pilals  fees  are  taken  b^  infermiere.  which  inevi- 
tably leads  to  neglect  of  the  poorer  patients  who  are  unable 
to  **tip''  their  nurses.  Tbe  inferviiera  may  perhaps  have  a 
place  in  the  economy  of  hospital  management,  but  f^he  can  he 
looked  upon  as  nothing  but  an  unmixed  evil,  if  regarded  as  a 
substitute  for  a  graduate  nurse  or  pupil  of  a  well  adminis- 
tered training  school. 

Nursing  is  also  done  by  men  infermieri,  who  are  of  about 
the  game  type  as  the  women." 


The  infermiere  were  organ izimI  into  a  "union"  called  the  .'I 
ciazionc  Naziotuile  lialiarui  ira  Infennicre^  with  beudijiiiirti 
at  Rome. 

Midwifery  was  in  a  much  more  advanced  stage  in  Italy  than 
in  the  United  States.  Every  midwife  was  required  by  law  to 
have  had  two  years  of  training  and  one  year  of  practice  l>efore 
she  was  permitted  to  follow  her  pmfession.  **In  some  of  the 
small  towns,  particularly  in  Tuscany/'  wrote  Miss  Gardner, 
"midwives  act  as  operating-room  nurses." 

The  modern  profession  of  nursing,  as  developed  lo  a  high 
degree  in  the  British  Empire  and  in  the  United  Statea,  was 
non-existent  in  Italy.  V^cry  few  foreign-trained  nurses  were 
there  and  practically  no  modem  training  schools  bad  been  ea- 
tablished.  Potent  ermnomic  and  social  factors  were  at  the 
bottom  of  this  situation. 

"Many  have  said,"  Miss  Noyes  often  affirmed,  **that  thirty 
years  ago  in  the  United  States  girls  entered  schools  of  nursing 
for  three  principal  reasons:  to  forget  personal  sorrow;  to  bet- 
ter their  matrimonial  prospe<*t8:  or  to  earn  their  living  in  the 
only  way  th<'u  op<?n  to  women  except  school-foaching." 

Three  similar  reasons^  however,  cannot  be  said  to  ha*T  in- 
fluenced Ttalinn  girls  to  become  pn>f»^fiional  nurses.  Aa  for 
Miss  Noyes*  first  reason,  Italian  women  who  wisiu^l  to  forget 

*  General  Report  of  the  CommisBion  for  TuherculoiiBi  p.  50. 
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personal  sorrow  in  altruistic  service  entered  the  nursing  Sister- 
hoods. As  for  Miss  Xo>W  scoond  reason,  Italian  girla  did  not 
consider  becoming  nurses  to  better  their  social  condition 
through  advaiit»g(Yni3  marriage  because  the  social  position  of 
infermiere  was  inferior  to  that  occupied  bv  student  nurses  in 
Ainerican  schools  of  nursing.  Infermiere  were  classed  as 
servants  and  young  Italian  physicians  were  not  apt  to  choee 
their  brides  from  among  them.  In  the  United  States,  student 
nurses  occupied  a  status  which  placed  them  on  social  equality 
with  the  internes  in  the  hospital.  As  to  Miss  Noyea'  third 
reason,  nurses  in  Italy  received  a  wage  similar  to  that  of  the 
servant  classes,  not  tlic  thirty-five  dollars  a  week  and  more 
which  American  nurses  received  for  highly  trained  service. 

These  w-onoraic  and  social  conditions  which  existed  in  Italy 
greatly  inhibited  the  development  of  a  professional  nursing 
personnel.  In  addition,  "the  hospital  authorities,"  wrote  Miss 
Gardner,  "are  not  hospitable  to  the  train ing-scho^d  idea.  It  is 
considered  too  expensive  a  form  of  nursing  and  a  woman  super- 
intendent with  proper  authority  is  thought  undesirable.  Even 
were  plenty  of  pupils  available,  few  hospitals  are  ready  to  open 
schools  to  receive  thorn.   .   .  .**  ** 

Italian  military  nursing  service  was  largely  intrusted  to  the 
volunteer  nurses  of  the  Croce  RoMsa  lialiana,  the  Scuola  So- 
maritana  and  similar  patriotic  organizations. 

The  Italian  Red  Cross  maintained  a  large  body  of  volunteer 
nurses  whose  training  covert^d  intermittently  a  period  of  three 
years.     Miss  Gardner  described  the  courses; 


In  the  first  year  not  less  than  twenty  lessons  and  at  least 
one  raontli  in  the  honpitalF  with  eight  hours'  daily  duty  are 
required.  Tn  the  second  year  not  less  than  twenty  lessons 
and  at  least  one  month  in  the  ho^^pital  or  ambuJatorio  are 
required.  The  third  year  is  a  repetition  of  the  second.  The 
second  and  third  year  may,  under  certain  conditions,  be  com- 
bined. Diplomas  are  ^iven  after  thenretical  and  practical 
esaminations.  Nurses  hohling  diplomas  must  have  at  least 
two  months'  experience  in  a  hof:pital  each  year,  otherwise  their 
grade  is  lost.  .  .  .** 


The  Scuola  Samarilana  offered  two  courses,  one  in  First  Aid, 
which  was  composed  of  thirty  lessons  and  covered  a  period  of 

•■(Jeneral  Report  of  the  Conimisaiun  for  TuberculoBis,  p.  51. 
••/6«*.,  p.  52. 
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two  months,  aud  another  in  nursing  the  sick  and  wounded, 
which  inchtded  fifty-four  lessons  aud  covered  six  months.  The 
instructors  who  gave  these  courses  were  vohmteers  and  any 
person,  either  man  or  woman,  could  take  them  upon  the  pay- 
ment of  a  small  fee.  • 
The  Italian  volunteer  nurses  were  both  devoted  aud  able, 
as  may  be  seen  from  a  letter  written  February  4,  1918,  to  Misj 
Noyes  by  Sura  E.  Shaw,  then  representative  of  the  AmcricAn 
Red  Cross  Nursing  Service  in  Italy: 

The  people  of  northern  Italy  are  very  capable  and  their 
organization  is  really  wonderful.  They  are  proud — and  justly^ 
80 — of  what  they  have  done,  but  their  nurse*  are  also  ke^nl 
interested  in  new  methods.  .  .  .  The  Italian  women  make 
splendid  nurses.  The  volunteers  really  work  and  after  two 
years  of  steady  service  are  almost  *Hrained  nursea."  A  defi- 
nite time  schedule  is  kept  for  each  vohuiteer  on  duly  so  tbry 
give  really  long  hours  of  service.  Their  hearts  are  in  tb 
work. 

It  is  very  important  that  our  nurses  who  come  here  should 
not  be  critical.  We  need  most  capable  women  for  this  servici', 
nurses  who  can  do  not  only  the  techiiical  skilled  work  hut 
women  of  good  personal  appearances.  Our  nurse-s  are  watched 
with  critical  eyes.  .  .  .  Knowledge  of  Italian  is  almost 
imperative. 

Three  hospitals  maintained  upon  the  British  and  Americi 
system  were  mentioned  in  letters  and  reports  to  National  Hea< 
quarters  from  American  Kcd  Cross  nurses  in  Italy.  One  was 
at  Florence  and  was  directed  by  an  English  nurse,  ]klis8  Baxter. 
A  small  Amrricun  hospital  had  also  Ix'en  orgiuiirod  and 
financed  at  Florence  by  an  American  teacher,  Miss  Shclduu. 
The  third  was  the  Ospedale  Yolanda  at  Milan,  which  bad  leu 
pupil  nurses. 

Previous  to  1917  the  American  Red  Cross  conducted  praeli- 
cally  no  relief  activities  in  Italy.  During  the  summer  of  thi 
year  the  willapse  of  Russia  permitted  the  transfer  of  man] 
Gennan  divisions  from  the  east(*rn  to  the  western  and  southern 
theaters  of  war.  On  OctolxT  21,  1017,  the  Austrian  forces^ 
n»i''nforced  by  the  Germans,  struck  at  the  Italian  lines  on  the 
northeastern  lt<»undnrie8  of  Italy,  broke  through  at  Ple/xo  ai 
Tolmino,  took  Udino  on  October  30  and  were  advancing  o«* 
to  the  Venetian  plains.  The  Italian  Army  withdrew  to  the 
Fiave  River  and  there  during  November  and  Docerabor  dogi-. 
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gediy  held  strong  defensive  positions  in  some  of  the  bitterest 
and  most  gallant  tighting  of  the  European  War. 

The  Italian  Retreat  to  the  Piave  River  in  the  fall  of  1917, 
caused^  however,  the  evacuation  of  the  civilian  population  from 
the  entire  northeastern  thumb  of  Italy.  Half  a  niilHon  refu- 
gees iled  in  complete  demoralization  to  the  central  and  southern 
provinces  and  to  Sicily,  From  the  invaded  territory  went 
208,213  refugees;  from  the  areas  cleared  for  tlie  new  fighting 
zone  went  87,552  others  and  from  the  districts  in  constant 
danger  from  enemy  air  raids  went  1  HI, 009  more.  Among 
these  homeless,  sick  and  often  wounded  old  men,  women  and 
children  was  opportunity  for  the  American.  Red  Cross  to 
render  assistance  which  was  needed. 

During  the  summer  of  1D17  the  American  Red  Cross  had 
sent  a  commission  to  Italy  under  George  F.  Baker,  Jr.,  of  New 
York  City,  to  ascertain  whether  or  not  American  relief  would 
be  welcomed.  This  commission  returned  to  Washington  in 
October  with  a  report  which  the  military  situation  rendered  out 
of  date  almost  before  their  Ijoat  landed. 

When  word  of  the  Piave  Retreat  reached  Rome,  Mr.  Page, 
tlien  American  Arnhnflsador  to  Italy,  cabled  to  the  War  Council 
and  wired  Paris  headquarters  for  help.  National  Hoad<|uar- 
ters  immediately  placed  half  a  million  dollars  at  his  disposal 
and  Major  Murphy,  commissioner  for  Europe,  dispatched  to 
Italy  an  emergency  commission  under  Major  Carl  Taylor, 
one  of  the  original  deputy  commissioners  for  Europe.  This 
commission  immediately  undertook  temporary  relief  measures; 
in  the  United  States  the  organization  of  a  permanent  commis- 
sion which  had  already  been  initiated  with  Colonel  Robert  P. 
Perkins,  of  New  York  City,  in  command,  was  speeded  up. 

American  Red  Cross  relief  to  Italy  was  confined  chiefly  to 
hospital,  ambulance  and  canteen  sendee  to  the  Italian  Armies 
at  the  front  and  to  the  relief  of  refugees  from  .the  Venetian 
plains.  To  the  Military  Establishment  the  Italian  Commis- 
sion distributed  951,000  articles  of  supplies,  including  ten 
complete  field  hospitals  and  more  than  one  hundred  field  ambu- 
lances and  drivers.  Thirty-three  canteens  were  operated  in 
Italy  for  the  benefit  of  Italian  and  Allied  troops.  In  the  field 
of  civilian  relief,  ^vo  refugee  colonies  were  established  in  which 
2774  persons  were  cared  for;  three  hospitals  and  three  dis- 
penaarici*  were  maintained;  88  workrooms  were  operated  in 
which   9057   persons  were  given  employment  and    1,411,105 
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garments  were  produced ;  50  food  kitchens  were  sot  np  and  an 
average  of  28,604  rations  were  dailv  served  from  them.     Un-^ 
cooked  food  supplies  were  furnished  to  424,(100  persons.     Thii 
work  extended  to  141  Italian  towns  and  to  thousands  of  villages 
from  the  Alps  to  Sicily."*^ 

American  Red  Cross  nursing  service  in  ItaJj  was  confined 
chiefly  to  work  of  an  educational  nature.  Even  if  Italy  hadi 
welcomed  emergency  nursing  relief,  the  supply  of  American 
nurses  was  too  limited  to  have  rendered  possible  any  extensive 
development  of  such  a  service. 

Early  in  November,  11)17,  the  temporary  commission! 
called  upon  Paris  headcjuarters  for  "an  executive  nurse  fori 
Italy*'  and  Miss  Russell  assigned  Pauline  Jordan,  then  inj 
Paris  awaiting  a  prohlcuuitical  assignment  to  Roumania.  MiafI 
Jordan  was  a  graduate  of  the  New  York  Hospital  and  had 
served  as  anesthetist  with  the  Carrel  Alission  to  Roumania 
early  in  1917,  an  account  of  which  will  appear  later. 

Miss  Jordan  arrived  at  Rome  on  December  2,  1917,  and  five 
days  later  wrote  Miss  Delano : 

From  the  nursing  standpoint  there  is  much  work  to  bej 
done.  This  includes  the  manufacture  of  surgical  dressing! 
and  the  opening  up  of  new  workrooms  for  this  purpose ;  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  hospilal  and  day  nursery  work;  the  establish- 
ment of  a  hospital  at  Rimini  for  refugees  threatened  with 
various  mild  epidemics;  canteen  work  and  visiting  nursing 
among  the  refugee  population. 

I  expect  to  leave,  at  once  for  Florence  and  Genoa  to  open 
surgical  flressings  workroomp.  I  have  been  allowed  to  tele- 
graph to  Paris  for  two  nurses  to  take  charge  of  these  end  wiJ 
expect  them  in  a  few  day**-  Wliethor  we  shall  be  sent  to 
Rimini  in  connection  with  the  establishment  of  the  Refugee 
Hospital  remains  to  be  seen. 

The  policy  of  the  acting  American  Red  Cross  officers  is 
againnt  the  introduction  of  American  nurses.  Up  to  the 
present  time,  the  policy  hae  heen  to  donate  money  and  sup- 
plicH  to  the  various  Italian  women  who  are  the  nominal  heaila 
of  Italian  organizations. 

Alice  Fitzgerald,  whose  name  has  already  appeared  many 
times  in  this  history,  was  sent  from  Paris  to  open  the  Rimini 
Refugee  Ilospital.     She  wrote: 

•For    further    detailfl    «•<»  "Thn  Ptorv   of   the   American    R*d   Cftnw   (■ 
Italy."  CharlcR  M.   Bftkcwfll.  Tlie    Mncmillan   Compiinv.   IP20;    rW  *"Vh9^ 
Work  of  the  Amoricjin  Kr.l  Ctom  During  the  War-  A  8tiit«m«nt  of  Finrntccftj 
and  A«:ompU»hrofne»»*'  pp.  08-72,  Hcd  Croii*  Library. 
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On  December  19,  with  three  other  nurses,  I  started  for 
Borne.  Eight  days  later  ajiother  nurse  and  I  proceeded  to 
Rimini,  a  town  on  the  Adriatic  Coast  where  the  American 
Red  Cross  was  carrying  mil  au  interesting  experimental  piece 
of  work  among  the  Venetian  refugees. 

The  broad  general  lines  of  this  work  consisted  in  trjing 
to  keep  families,  relatives  and  friends  together  as  much  as 
possible  and  to  remove  with  them  their  tools,  looms  or  what- 
ever equipment  or  implements  were  necessary  to  their  par- 
ticular means  of  earning  a  livelihood.  These  people  were  to 
be  settled  in  such  a  way  that  tliey  could  continue  as  nearly 
uninterruptedly  as  possible  their  work — as  if  they  were  still 
at  home  in  Venice.  When  the  military  situation  was  so 
altered  that  they  could  rebirn  to  their  home,  they  would  thus 
not  have  lost  touch  with  their  families,  relatives,  friends,  and 
particularly  their  work. 

Numerous  committees  had  this  scheme  in  hand  and  distri- 
bution of  food  and  clothing  was  being  made  to  them.  The 
care  of  the  sick  was  jut;t  begintiing  to  take  form  and  the 
Commission  for  Italy  planned  to  start  at  Kimini  a  health 
center  from  which  care  could  be  sent  to  outlying  districts 
either  through  visiting  nurses  and  doctors  or  by  the  establish- 
ment of  small  dispensaries  and  infirmaries.  My  particular 
mission  in  the  city  was  to  help  organize  and  start  the  Ameri- 
can Red  Cross  Hospital  for  Venetian  Refugees. 

When  we  arrived  in  Rimini  in  the  early  morning,  the  snow 
■was  thick  on  the  ground.*"    The  next  morning  we  were  driven 
out  to  the  hospital  which  we  found  had  been  establishe<l  in  a 
large   building   on   the  seashore.      This   building   had    been 
erected  as  a  summer  home  for  tuberculous  children  from  the 
mountain  regions  of  Italy  .  .  .  and  was  nothing  but  windows 
and  doors.     The  coM  poured  in  from  all  sides.     There  was 
absolutely  no  means  of  heating  the  rooms,  either  by  stoves  or 
fireplaces,  and  the  patients  already  in  the  hospital  were  actu- 
ally blue  with  cold  in  their  beds.    Hot-M*ater  bags  did  not  re- 
main hot  long  enough  to  take  off  the  chill  and  the  piling  on  of 
blankets  scarcely  added   to  the  comfort  of  the  sick  man  or 
woman  or  child.     Conditions  were  indeed  desperate  and  our 
ver^'  first  effort  was  to  obtain  stoves  and  have  them  put  up  in 
as  many  of  the  wards  as  we  could.    The  one  other  rurne  was 
wonderfully  plucky  and  did  not  complain,  but  I  know  she 
suffered  as  much  as  all  of  us  did, 
•■This   tremendous  and   for   the  AUiea  providential   ftnowfall   cIo«ed   the 
open  winter  which  had  jrrcatlr  aidpd  the  Teutonic  ofTcnaives,  impaired  the 
German  lines  of  comniiinicationfl  and  prevented  the  enemy  from  capturini^ 
vital   new    paaeee   and   emptying    their    armies   onto   the   Venetian   plains 
through  strategic  poaitiona  already  held. 
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Little  by  little  conditione  adjusted  themselvefi.     The  h 
pita!  ran  to  full  capacity  and  our  work  f>pread  to  many  miles 
around.    On  February  13,  1918,  I  was  recalled  to  Paris. 

The  Rimini  Hospital,  which  was  known  as  the  Ospizio  Ci 
maficOj  had  a  capacity  of  one  hundred  and  tifty  beds.   Amerio 
Rod  Cross  nurses  served  as  supervisors  and  fourteen    Italii 
girls  who  had  been  employed  in  the  Venice  Civil  Hospital  f< 
some  months  acted  as  aides.     Five  male  infermieri  were 
duty  in  the  men's  wards.     On  May  1,  1918,  the  professiom 
staff  M'as  increased  to  seven  American  Red  Cross  nurses  and 
nurses'  home  was  opened  in  the  Villa   Tonti.      The   Rimini 
Hospital  had  many  acute  cases,  especially  during  the  iulluem 
epidemic,  and  al)out  one  hundred  and  tifty  patients  died.     D» 
ing  t]»e  year  of  its  operation,  Ospizio  Comasco  received  153] 
patients. 

The  permanent  Commission  for  Italy  arrived  in  Rome 
December  20,  1917.  Colonel  Perkins  had  appointed  Sara 
Shaw  to  membership  on  his  staff.  She  had  l>eGu  in  charge 
the  tulM?n'u!oaia  division  of  the  social  servieti  departmci 
at  Bellevuc  Hospital  and  he  wished  to  utilize  tliis  previoi 
experience  in  connection  with  giving  temporary  relief  il 
Italy.  However,  the  Nursing  Service  at  National  Heai 
quarters  was  loath  to  allow  a  nurse  to  serve  at  thi3  particuh 
period  in  any  but  a  professional  capacity,  so  Miss  Shaw  wi 
appointed  ciiief  nurse  of  the  Italian  Commission  and  Mil 
Jordan  was  recalled  to  Paris  headquarters  and  assigned 
duty  in  France.  Miss  Shaw  was  a  graduate  of  the  Bellev 
School  and  had  served  as  a  Red  Crt^ss  nurse  on  the  Latnini^ 
Expedition  and  also  six  months  in  Manila  during  the  Spanij 
American  War, 

In  a  final  letter  of  inatructionB  written  November  28,  191' 
to  Miss  Sliaw,  Miss  Noyea  outlined  llie  policies  winch  wei 
to  gt)vern  the  dcvelopmejit  of  American  Red  Cross  uursii 
Borvioe  in  Italy : 

Italy  is  a  big  country  .  .  .  and  we  do  not  know  how  you 
will  apprnnth   a   study   of  nursing  c^inditions   with   a    viei 
toward  making  recommendationR  to  us  in  thiy  country.     Y* 
must  brnr  in  mind,  however,  thiit  the  (Ipnjan.lfi  now  fai.ing  tl 
Ited  Cross  Nursing  Service — to  meet  all  the  military  nec< 
of  the  base  hospit^tls  in  Franco,  the  eanlonnient  hospitaU  q 
this  country  and  the  public  hf^Uh  work  we  are  doing  in  foi 
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eign  countrieg,  with  the  lea^t  possible  disturbance  to  ciiilian 
hospitals  and  other  forms  of  nursing  work  in  this  country, 
puts  no  small  Usk  upon  our  shoulders.  It  would  be  quite 
impossible,  of  course,  for  the  Americiiii  Ke<]  Crofip  to  a^i^ume 
the  nursing  in  tiviliaii  hospitals  in  foreign  countries.  They 
might  take  up  a  ilefniite  piece  of  public  health  work,  in  con- 
nection with  directors  and  supervisors  of  institutions,  but 
there  are  not  enoii^h  nurses  in  America  to  supply  other  coun- 
tries of  the  world  with  a  professional  nursing  staff. 

During  the  first  weeks  of  January  Miss  Russell  sent  nine 
nurses  to  assist  Miss  Shaw  in  Italy.  National  Headquarters 
organized  a  unit  of  sixteen  others  and  they  sailed  from  New 
York  in  April.  Kathcriiie  C.  DeLong,  a  Canadian  woman  and 
a  graduate  of  the  Johns  Hopkins  School,  was  head  nurse  of  this 
detachment.  Previous  to  the  Italian  assignment,  Miss  DeLong 
had  filled  many  executive  positions  at  the  Johns  Hopkins  Hos- 
pital and  bad  been  superintendent  of  residence  both  at  the 
Jolins  Hopkins  and  at  the  Bcllcvue  Scliools.  Otlier  nurses 
were  sent  to  Italy  from  the  United  States  and  Paris  Head- 
quarters until  Miss  Shaw's  staff  finally  numbered  thirty-seven 
nurses. 

Miss  Shaw's  first  major  project  in  Italy  was  the  establish- 
ment of  a  Nurses'  Center  iu  Milan.  On  April  22,  1018,  she 
wrote  Miss  Noycs: 

My  activities  Imve  been  varied.  I  have  visited  many  mili- 
tary hospitals  nnd  have  been  very  cordially  received.  The 
Marchej^a  Castelnuovo,  who  is  at  tlie  head  of  the  Italian  Red 
Cross  for  this  section  of  the  country,  has  been  a  go<id  friend 
and  advisor  to  me  and  so  also  hare  some  of  the  Italian  medi- 
cal officers. 

The  need  seemed  to  be  more  for  hospital  supplies  than  for 
nurses.  The  volunteer  nurses  are  well  organized  and  are 
really  doin^  excellent  work.  There  seems  no  place  suitable 
for  our  trained  women  to  reader  definite  emergency  service. 
This  is  the  reason  for  our  ])lan  of  a  Nurse's  Center  and  I  have 
secured  a  penn^lone  which  is  now  in  the  throes  of  being 
cleaned  and  remodeled  for  this  purpose. 

In  one  separate  division  we  have  fifteen  private  hospital 
rooms  and  an  operating  room  where  we  can  efficiently  can; 
for  our  own  AnuTiran  force  or  where  we  can  have  facilities 
ready  for  any  special  emergency. 

We  have  one  floor  for  servants,  linen  and  supply  rooms  and 
a  beautiful  cellar  where  foo<l  can  be  stored.    Another  floor 
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is  used  for  the  nurses.  We  have  a  reception  room,  lecture 
hall  and  library,  demonstration  room  and  dining  rooms. 
There  are  balconies  on  each  floor. 

We  do  not  say  we  are  establishing  a  training  school;  thi 
would  be  objectionable  to  Italians  who  were  prone  to  organ*' 
izing  work  like  this  before  the  war.  But  tlie  idea  of  confer- 
ences appeals  very  niudi,  so  we  are  to  have  conferences  and 
lectures  by  prominent  doctors.  The  Italian  women  who  are 
supervisors  and  heads  of  each  hospital  will  come  to  the 
conferences.  The  demonstration  room  will  always  be  opeH: 
for  demonstrating  various  American  methods  of  cariag  f( 
the  sick. 

This  plan  for  conferences  will  aid  in  the  distribution 
hospital  supplies.    Many  things  of  which  they  do  not  undei 
stand  the  Ufe  arc  made  in  our  workrooms  and  wo  will  dei 
onstrate  the  use  of  these  dressings.     By  this  plan  it  seei 
to  us  that  Ave  can  be  of  greater  help  than  if  we  were  lost 
one  little  hospital. 

The  American  nurses  at  Milan  nndertcxik  many  other 
of  war  service  in  addition  to  that  at  the  Teaching  Center. 
Shaw  described  them  in  her  letter  of  April  22 : 

There  is  also  big  work  to  be  done  in  the  distribution  of 
hospital  supplies.  We  have  cleaned  up  several  rooms  in  a 
famous  old  palace  and  there  seventeen  Italian  women  sort 
dressings  and  fill  hospital  requisitions;  two  of  our  Americaiij 
Red  Cross  nurses  are  on  dut^  here.  Each  of  our  nurses 
now  preparing  a  suitcase  of  sterile  dressings  and  new 
instruments  and  if  a  call  comes  for  nurses  for  an  emergens 
service,  they  can  pick  up  their  case  and  run.  None  of  us' 
have  wasted  time  waiting  for  work;  we  have  certainly  found 
plenty  to  do.    We  make  up  gift  packages  and  distribute  them 


lericaA^ 
irses  ii|H 
ceesaij^l 


in  hospitals  and  every  month  we  meet  the  prisoners  of  w 
returned  on  exchange  from  Austria. 


1 


The  uniforms  of  the  American  nurses  were  a  source  of  keen 
interest  to  the  Italians.    The  nurses  Imd  white  tailored  dresses 
made  after  the  pattern  of  the  one-piece  serge  dress  and  woi 
them  with  the  cape  and  cap  for  dress  parade,  a  oombinati< 
which   greatly   appealed   ti>   the  color-loving   Italians, 
boots,"  wrote  Miss  DeLong  to  Miss  Noycs,  "seem  an  uuendil 
aourctf  of  amusement  to  the  natives  and  they  croes  the  sti 
to  read  the  lettering  on  our  brassards." 
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From  the  Nurses'  Center  at  Milan,  the  infiuence  of  Miss 
Shaw  and  her  nurses  extended  to  other  parts  of  Italy.     In  view 

the  attitude  of  the  Italians  and  the  limited  numher  of  Ameri- 
Ln  nurses,  they  were  placed  only  in  hospitals  and  dispensaries 
where  they  would  have  a  wide  radius  of  influence. 

The  Commission  for  Italy  established  and  maintained  six 
hospitals,  two  of  them  for  refugees;  the  Nurses'  Center  and 
Hospital  at  Milan ;  a  hospital  of  twenty  heds  at  Padua  for  the 
Air  Forces  of  the  American  Expeditionary  Forces  in  Italy; 
and  an  American  Red  Cross  Hospital  in  Rome. 

The  first  refup;ee  hospital  which  was  established  at  Rimini* 
has  already  been  described.  The  other  was  situated  at  Cani- 
cattini  Bagni,  in  Sicily. 

This  drowsy  old  town  of  fifteen  thousand  inhabitants  was 
situated  fifteen  miles  from  Syracuse  and  received,  as  did  all 
the  cities  and  villages  of  Sicily,  immediately  following  the 
Piave  Retreat,  large  numbers  of  refugees  from  the  V^enetian 
plains.  Need  had  arisen  for  a  hospital,  so  the  mayor  of  Syra- 
cuse asked  an  American  woman  physician,  the  wife  of  an 
Italian  surgeon  then  at  the  front,  to  take  charge  of  it.  She 
moved  into  the  improvised  buildings  named  it  the  Martha 
Washington  Hospital  and  on  March  1,  1918,  the  institution 
came  under  the  direction  of  the  commission.  Additional 
equipment  was  given,  the  director  was  appointed  as  the  Ameri- 
can Red  Cross  representative  for  that  dintrict  and  the  n>nimis- 
sion  maintained  it  for  n  year,  during  which  time  two  hundred 
and  seventy-two  patients  were  received.  No  American  Red 
Cross  nurses  were  assigned,  however,  to  the  hospital. 

The  American  Red  Cross  Naval  Hospital  at  Clenoa  was 
situated  in  a  villa  at  Lido  d'Albaro.  Four  American  Red 
Cross  nnrst^s,  three  nuns  and  seven  naval  hospital  attendants 
were  assigned  to  duty  there.  Early  in  September,  1018,  the 
hospital  was  taken  into  the  Military  Establishment.  During 
the  period  of  its  operation  as  a  Red  Cross  hospital,  forty-nine 
patients  were  received. 

The  American  Red  Cross  at  Padua,  which  was  operated  for 
American  aviators  from  the  various  camps  near  Padua,  was 
situated  in  a  wing  of  an  old  university  building.  Miss  Shaw 
sent  a  nurse  to  organize  and  operate  it  in  October,  1918,  but 
the  influenza  became  virulent  in  the  camps  and  six  additional 
nurses  were  placed  on  duty  to  care  for  the  hundred  patients 
sent  in  from  the  aviation  centers  and  the  332nd  Regiment  of 
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the  American  Expeditionary  Forces.  The  hospital  was  operntedi 
until  April  1,  1919,  and  received  a  total  of  one  hundred  andj 
thirty-two  patients.  Additional  American  Red  Cross  nursettJ 
were  detailed  to  service  in  aviation  and  hydro-aviation  campsj 
at  Foggia,  Bolsena  and  Porta  Corsini. 

The  American  Red  Cross  Hospital  at  Rome  was  established] 
to  care  for  all  American  workers  in  Italy  who  needed  hospi* 
talization.  It  was  beautifully  situnted  on  tbe  two  upper  flooral 
of  a  large  building  fronting  the  Pinciun  Gardens,  and  had  aj 
thirty-five  bed  capacity.  Four  American  lied  Cross  nursca* 
and  two  Italian  aides  composed  the  nursing  staff.  During  the] 
throo  months  of  operation  following  its  opening  on  August  22,j 
1918,  fifty-six  patients  were  admitted. 

A  convalescent  home  for  sick  children  with  a  capacity 
twenty-eight  beds  was  established  at  Taormina  and  was  knowi 
as  the  Casadei  Convalesceniu    It  was  staffed  by  American  Red^ 
Cross  nurses  and   Italian   aides.     A  local   Italian   physician 
attended  to  the  medical  needs. 

The  Commission  for  Italy  operated  nine  dispensaries  whiclil 
were  nuclei  for  public  health  nursing  service  and  child  wel-| 
fare  work.  These  dispensaries  were  located  at  Cesanatico, 
Bellariay  Chioggia,  Genoa,  Florence,  Naples,  Avellino,  Villaj 
San  Giovanni  and  Taormina.  In  the  establishment  and  ranin-' 
tcnanoe  of  these  dispensaries  the  American  Red  Cross  worked! 
entirely  through  local  Italian  committees.  Each  of  the  mem-i 
bers  of  the  Died  per  Uno,  the  organization  which  spousoi 
the  dispensary  at  Genoa,  assumed  respmsihility  for  the  cai 
of  ten  children.  At  Florence*,  the  dispensaries  took  the  formj 
of  three  Aiuti  Malrrni.  American  Red  Cross  public  healthj 
nurses  were  in  charge  and  did  district  visiting,  distributcdj 
eggs,  milk,  broth  and  layettes.*^ 

In  June,  1018,  the  Italian  Armies,  strengthened  by  roeni 
forceraents  from  the  British  and  French,  launched  a  oounter*] 
offensive  against  the  Teutons  whicli  resulted  on  November  3  in] 
the  complete  collapse  of  Austria-Hungary.  With  the  chnn|fii 
fortune*  of  war  came  a  substantial  lessening  of  the  need  fol 
emergency  n'lief.  The  American  Red  Cross  Commissiini  foi 
Italy  then  looked  ahead  toward  the  formulation  of  a  more  oott" 
Btructive  program. 

*^  For  n  cunipU'tv  list  of  (ho  vaHoiM  aBeignm«nt«  of  Am#ric«n  R«d 
niirtiti   in   Itnlv,  ttee  "UcportB  of  the  Dpniirtmonts  of   Military  And  CivH 
AffnirH.   Amtrican   Red   CrosB  In    Italy,  Januar)*,    1018-April.    1919,"   Krd 
CroM  Library. 


{Above)  Oapizio  Marino,  an  American  Red  CroM 
HfwpitHi  for  rhiMrt?n  siiffprinff  from  bone  tuliercu- 
Io«i«.  at  Vuldoltnt.  ncur  Trii'rttf,  Italy. 

jltflnwl   A  patii*n1  of  tbe  Os/nci'o  ifarino. 
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During  the  spring  of  IDIS,  Dr.  Farrand,  director  of  tbe 
Rockefeller  Conimission  for  the  Prevention  of  Tuberculosis  in 
France,  and  Dr.  William  Charles  White,  director  of  the  Tu- 
berculosis Bureau,  American  Red  Cross  in  France,  made  a 
health  survey  of  Italy  with  a  view  toward  the  inauguration  of 
an  anti-tuberculosis  campjiign  in  Italy  similar  to  that  under- 
taken in  France.  Also  Dr.  Joseph  Collins,  Major,  Medical 
Corps,  U.  S.  A.,  and  director  of  Medical  Affairs  of  the  Com- 
mission for  Itiily,  made  an  independent  study  of  health  condi- 
tions. As  a  result  of  the  recommendations  of  these  men,  Na- 
tional Headquarters  appointed  in  iSeptember,  VMS,  the  Ameri- 
can Red  Cross  Committee  for  Tuberculosis,  with  Dr.  Wliite 
as  the  director  and  AInry  S.  Gardner  as  chief  of  the  Section 
of  Public  Health  Nursing. 

Miss  Gardner  needs  no  introduction  at  this  point  in  this 
history.  Full  biographical  material  regarding  her  signal  con- 
tribution to  the  ^Vmerican  nursing  profession  may  be  found  in 
the  chapter  on  American  Red  Cross  Public  Health  Nursing 
Service — a  more  appropriate  field  for  such  an  aeeonnt  than 
this  section,  which  deals  primarily  with  American  Red  Cross 
military  nursing  service.  However,  the  military  program  in 
Italy  was  closed  by  the  demoiidtrutiou  made  by  Mrss  Gardner 
of  American  methods  of  public  health  nursing  service. 

Miss  Gardner  and  fifteen  pul>lin  health  nurnes  sailed  for 
Italy  early  in  September  and  initiated  a  special  educational 
project.  The  emergency  nursing  activities,  such  as  the  opera- 
tion of  hospitals,  surgical  dressings  workrooms,  were  gradually 
brought  to  a  conclusion.  Miss  Shaw,  Miss  Dely)ng  and  many 
of  the  first  detachments  of  American  Red  Cross  nurses  in 
Italy  returned  to  the  United  States  during  the  spring  of  1010, 

The  specialized  phase  of  nui^sing  service  known  as  public 
health  nursing  was  a  development,  purely,  of  the  British  and 
American  nursing  professions.  It  did  not  exist  in  Italy.  In 
the  supplementary  Report  on  Nursing,  General  Report  of  the 
American  Red  Cross  Commission  for  Tuberculosis  in  Italy, 
Miss  Gardner  wrote  of  the  Italian  situation: 

Home  visiting  is  done  to  a  »mfi]\  cjttent  by  nuns  and  in 
some  instances  nursing  care  is  given  by  them  to  the  patients 
in  their  homes.  Usually  such  care  is  made  secondary  to  the 
dispensing  of  material  relief  and  tlie  giving  of  spiritual  com- 
fort or  instruction.  Home  visiting  is  also  carried  on  from  a 
number  of  dispensaries  by  groups  of  volunteers,  many  of 
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whom  do  excellent  individual  work.  Knowledge  and  skill 
are.  however,  gained  only  by  cxperiunre  and  in  all  lhe*ie  efforts 
whioh  have  been  studied  the  usual  limitations  of  volunteer 
work  Tiave  been  evinced :  namely,  an  insufficiency  of  time 
spent^  an  absence  of  training  and  a  lack  of  work  caused  by 
the  call  of  other  duties.  In  one  group  dealing  with  tubercu- 
losis patients,  nil  work  stopped  during  the  inlluenzu  epidemic 
(a  time  when  an  ndded  viplance  was  required),  not  liecanse 
the  workers  themneUpy  were  ill  but  because,  being  mothers 
and  wiven,  it  seemed  unwise  to  run  the  risk  of  contagion  foi 
themselves  and  tlieir  families. 

The  general  policy  of  the  Commission  for  Tuberculosis  was 
that  it  should  work  only  with  Italian  committees  and  only 
upon  request  from  Italian  communities  and  organizations  de- 
siring Ainerifun  cotlpcration.  The  Section  on  Public  Ueulth 
Nursing  fullowed  this  policy.  Italian  and  American  public 
opinion  hung  on  the  outcome  of  the  Peace  Convention  of  V 
sailles.  Although  enthusiasm  for  America  and  American  id 
then  run  high  in  Italy,  the  entire  situation  was  one  of  extre; 
delicacy  and  continued  so  until  the  close  of  the  Italiaa  p 
gram. 

"The  problem,"  wrote  Miss  Gardner,  "seemed  two-fold,  the 
creation  of  a  deain?  for  the  work  and  the  creation  of  a  group 
of  workers.  The  former  involved  the  stimulation  of  groups  of 
Italians  to  a  consciousuess  of  the  need  for  public  health  work,  a 
stimulation  wliich  must  1>c  carried  to  the  point  of  formation  of 
committees.  The  latter  involved  the  training  of  a  few  carefully 
selected  Italian  women  to  act  as  pioneers  and  teachers  in  the 
new  field/* 

In  the  selection  of  these  Italian  women  who  sliould  act  as 
pioneers,  three  fields  of  supply  were  open  to  the  Commission 
tile  nuns,  the  infermiere  and  the  Italian  Rt»d  Cross  and  Sama 
iana  nurses. 

Among  the  volunteer  nurses  then  being  demobilized  after 
war  service  of  from  one  to  three  years,  however,  there  wei 
many  women  who  had  loved  their  work  as  nurses  and  w 
were  glad  to  continue  it  upon  a  remunerative  basis. 

Miss  Gardner  summarized  the  work  involved  in  the  training 
of  these  women : 

In  the  first  place  an  enlightened  Italian  committee  mi 
be  formed,  willing  to  work  hard  and  capable  of  sulfic 
elasticity  of  thought  to  {>ermit  the  gnupiug  of  unfamili| 
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ideas ;  a  committee  also  from  whom  pennanency  of  work  could 
be  expected.  A  single  course  offered  by  American  nurees, 
with  no  hope  of  succe88i\'e  courses,  would  avail  but  little. 

In  the  second  place  a  group  of  workers  must  be  found 
possessed  of  the  pioneer  spirit  and  the  type  of  ability  likely  to 
inBure  success. 

In  the  third  place  Ifaliati  doctors  and  other  lecturers  must 
be  secured  and  interci-te<l  in  the  new  idea. 

In  the  fourth  place  a  field  for  practical  instruction  must 
be  developed  by  the  American  nurses  imder  wholly  Italian 
auspices. 

In  the  fifth  plare  the  market  for  tlie  product  must  be 
stimulated  that  positions  might  be  ready  for  the  newly  edu- 
cated workers. 

Under  these  plans,  three  courses  were  initiated,  the  first 
at  Rome  through  a  committee  organized  under  tJu*  auspices  of 
the  Federation  of  Wonien^s  Clubs ;  a  second  at  Geuoa  through 
a  sub-committee  of  the  Lega  AnlUubcrcolare  della  Provincia 
di  Qenova;  and  a  third  at  Florence.  The  sehoid  at  Rome 
opened  on  March  l7j  1918,  with  sixteen  students  and  the  scIhh)) 
at  Genoa  on  April  2  with  fifteen,  A  plan  for  a  school  at  Pa- 
lermo was  initiated  but  later  was  given  up.  The  sciool  at 
Florence  was  begun  on  November  10  but  the  course  was  not 
completed. 

The  instruction  covered  a  period  of  four  months.  The  first 
three  were  given  up  to  lectures  and  to  field  and  practical  work ; 
the  last  month  was  spent  entirely  in  field  work.  Miss  Gardner 
described  the  nature  of  the  instruction  given; 

One  American  nurse  is  in  charge  of  each  school  while  six 
others  iu  each  city  act  as  instructors  in  dispensary  work, 
school  and  home  visiting.  All  the  educational  work  is  under 
the  direction  of  one  educational  head.  lectures  are  given  by 
Italians,  though  American  doctorn  alpo  lecture  through  an 
interpreter.  Conferences  are  held  by  American  nurses.  Die- 
tetics and  invalid  cooking  are  taught  by  both  American  and 
Italian  teacliers,  the  Italian  teacher  being  lent  by  the  Minis- 
try of  Industry.  The  courses  of  study  differ  somewhat  in 
the  different  citieH»  but  the  following  Hubject^  are  taught  in 
all:  history  of  public  health  nursing;  theory  and  methods 
of  public  health  work;  tuberculosis  nursing;  child  wel- 
fare nursing;  school  hygiene  nursing;  dietetics;  obstet- 
rical nursing;  diseases  of  the  skin,  of  the  eye,  of  the  ear, 
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nose    and    throat;    sanitation;    houniug,    with    one    or 
lectures  on  Italian  mortality  and  morbidity  Btatifitics. 

,  ,  ,  In  IJoniG  the  course  is  held  in  two  simple  rooms  fo: 
nicrly  stores,  and  iii  Genoa  at  the  Tuberculosis  Institute  aud 
at  the  University.  .  .  , 


1 


An  interesting  comment  upon  the  courses  in  Rome  was 
tained  in  the  following  letter^  written  by  Winifred  Tomi 
Gregory,  president  of  the  Ivombard  Branch,  National  Assooii 
tion  of  Italian  Nurses,  which  was  published  in  the  open 
umns  of  the  British  Journal  of  Nursing: 

•  .  .  Usually  foreign  Red  Cross  societies,  while  giving  th( 
nurses  excellent  scientific  training  and  a  great  deal  of  pra< 
tice  in  operation  theater  and  surgical  wards,  have  so  far  nev< 
given  real  syt?tcniatic  teaching  in  the  art  of  practical  nursii 

What  our  excellent  Italian  Red  Cross  nurses  know  on  tl 
Bubje<'t-,  they  have  found  out  for  themselves  or  learned  from 
English  hooks,  never  having  had  professional  Matrons  or  Si 
ters  to  teach  them,  and  until  lately  the  subject  of  practi* 
nursing  was  not  included  in  the  Red  Cross  curriculum.    NoiT 
I  am  happy  to  say,  a  new  curriculum  ban  been  compiled  at 
Red  Cross  Headquarters  which  gives  a   prominent   place  f^H 
the  teaching  of  practical  nursing.    But  most  foreign  nura^H 
(except  those  trained  in  English  trainijig  schools)  know  very 
little  on   the  subject  and   when  a   public  health  course  f( 
Italian  Red  Cross  and  other  nurses  was  arranged  in  Rome 
the  American  Red  Cross,  at  my  suggestion  a  great  many 
sons  on  bed-making,  washing  of  patients  and  other  uursi 
details  were  included  in  the  course,  with  groat  benefit  to  tbT 
students  and  ultimately,  1  hope,  to  the  patients. 


The  pftssibility  of  developing  public  health  nursing  in 
small  Italian  hill  towns  was  a  project  in  whicli  the  Amcri 
Red  Cross  took  keen  interest,  owing  to  the  pioneer  work  don© 
in  the  United  States  in  this  field  by  Miss  Clement,  Miss  Oard 
ner  and  Mias  Fox. 

A  study  was  made  of  two  t>'pical  Italian  towns,  Rctto  m 
Piperao,    situated    fifteen    miles    apart    above    the    Pont 
!Mttrshea      Miss    Gardner   summarized    the    results    of   thi 
studies : 

If  Sezze  and  Pipemo  are  at  all  typical  of  other  small  h 
ian  towns — and  we  have  reason  to  believe  that  Hueh  is  the 
— it  seems  prolmble  for  the  small  towns  <>r  Italy, 
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That  the  services  of  a  good  puhiic  health  nurse  would  be 
warmly   welcomed   hy  the  jK'ople. 

That  there  is  great  need  for  such  service  for  bedside  nurs- 
ing, for  dispensary  ajid  school  work  ami  for  general  home 
inetructioij  on  health  matterii,  also  for  assisting  the  people 
to  obtain  for  themselves  more  raodern  health  advantages  along 
various  lines: 

That  it  is  going  to  be  difficult  to  induce  an  Italian  nurse 
to  accept  the  limitations  and  discomforts  of  small  town  life. 

That  the  comnimiity  as  a  whole  would  probably  be  quite 
as  ready  as  the  more  backward  American  towns  to  cooperate 
in  the  niirse's  efforts  for  improvement,  thougli  in  this  state- 
ment  an  understanding  of  the  diiference  between  Italian  and 
American  standards  must,  of  course,  be  taken  into  account. 
The  doctors  will,  as  in  America,  prove  the  importajice  of  the 
personal  equation.  iSome  will  be  found  cooperative,  the 
others  the  reverse. 

That  the  average  small  town  will  not  readily  understand 
the  necessity  of  paying  a  sufficient  salary  to  secure  the  right 
type  of  woman  for  public  health  nursing  work. 

As  may  be  seen  from  these  results,  the  possibility  of  develop- 
ing rural  public  health  nursing  in  Italy  in  1919  was  not  a 
promising  one.  *'For  the  moment  probably  the  most  effective 
expenditure  of  money  and  cfTort  for  public  health  work,"  con- 
cluded Miss  Gardner,  '*will  be  in  the  cities  and  larger  towns. 
Later  the  small  town  work  in  Italy  can  undoubtedly  be  de- 
veloped as  has  becu  rural  and  county  nursing  in  England  and 
America,  bush  nursing  in  Anstralia  and  back  block  nursing  in 
New  Zealand.  Meanwhile,  nothing  eun  be  dont^  without  the 
worker.  The  heart  of  tlie  difliculfy  would,  therefore,  seem  to 
be  in  the  problem  of  nursing  trducation." 

In  .June,  1919,  Alisa  Gardner  returned  to  the  United  States 
and  Edna  Foley  t4tok  her  place  as  chief  nurse  of  the  American 
Red  Cross  Tubercnlosia  Commission  far  Italy.  Misa  Foley  was 
released  from  the  supcrinteudeney  of  the  Instructive  Visiting 
Nurse  Society  of  Chicago  to  undertake  this  foreign  service. 
As  a  member  of  the  National  Committee  she  had  for  many 
years  taken  a  keen  interest  in  American  Red  Cross  nursing 
service. 

During  Miss  Foley's  term  of  office,  the  school  at  Florence 
was  opened  and  a  second  course  at  the  Rome  and  Genoa  schools 
waa  completed.  Public  health  nurses  were  assigned  to  duty  in 
Peru^a,  Spezia  and  Palermo.    The  work  at  Palermo  was  con- 
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ducted  by  the  Lega  AniUvbercolare,  a  local  society  organ! 
by   Dr.   White's  commission.      Mary  Galhigher   and   IsaMle 
Hall  were  on  duty  at  a  tuberculosis  clinic  there.    "Dr,  LazzarO| 
the  chief  of  this  clinic,"  wrote  Miss  Foley  in  her  rept)rt 
September  12-October  25,  1919,  to  the  Commissioner,  "'said 
considered  the  work  of  tliese  two  Red  Cross  nurses  the  b 
gift  of  the  Anierieau  Red  Cross  to  Sicily."     Miss  Fole^-j 
port  continued : 

Late  in  August  Miss  Ilnll  succeeded  in  establishing  a  clinic 
for  well  bahieB.  .  .  .  There  were  more  than  forty  babies  the 
opening  day  and  a  large  attendance  at  every  clinic.  Miss  Hall 
left  a  young  half-trained  lUiIian  girl  in  her  place.  She 
much  afraid  that  the  clinic  would  not  survive,  for  its  Co 
mittee,  like  all  other  organizations  for  social  endeavor,  ia 
poor.  We  have  seen  poverty  all  over  Italy,  but  that  in 
Palermo  seems  to  haunt  the  streets.  The  babies  are  par- 
ticularly starved  and  sickly  looking. 


A  visiting  nurse  was  employed   in   a  country  district  n« 
Perugia  and  her  round  of  duty  covered  three  small  villages. 

The  American  Red  Cross  completed  its  nursing  activiti^ 
in  Italy  on  December  31,  1019^  and  withdrew  from  the  coi 
try.  A  final  gift  of  36,000  lire  was  made  to  carry  on 
schools;  9000  lire  each  was  given  to  the  Seuoln  fnfermiet 
Visilatrice  at  Rome,  the  Lrga.  Anfilubercolarc  della  Provhi* 
di  Genova  and  the  J^'cuoki  Infermure  Visitatrice  at  Floreni 
4800  lire  to  the  Lega  Antitnhercolnre  di  Palermo  and  2400 
the  Lega  Afitituhercolare  delV  Utnbria  at  Penigia. 

In  a  letter  addressed  on  November  11,  1919,  to  the  American 
Red  Cross  Commission  to  Europe,  Miss  Fitzgerald,  tlu-n  chi 
nurse  of  the  Commission  to  Europe  and  bcrs^^lf  a  n.'sident  f< 
many  years  in  Italy,  summarized  the  Bcbools  of  nursing  whi< 
were  organized  by  the  American  Rod  Cross: 

The  work  done  by  iliss  Folev  and  her  staff  consisted 
carrying  on   the  course  of  instruction  established  by  Mi 
Gardner  for  the  purpose  of  training  young  women  in  visiting 
nursing  and  the  care  of  }>atients  sultering  from  tul>en'uh 
It  has  been  very  up-hill  work  to  obtain  the  coJ>|ienition  n< 
mry  for  tuccctisfully  carrying  un  ihebe  courses,  nartii 
from  the  mcdicHl  profession,  which  m  Italy  ia  still  op] 
the  higher  education  of  nurses. 
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CommitteeB  of  prominent  women  have  been  formed  in 
Rome,  Floreiu-e  and  Genoa  and  tJipse  have  fulHlled  their 
obligations  ...  to  the  extent  of  providing  class  rooms  for 
the  «^i;r8e  and  interesting  themselves  generally  in  the  work. 
However,  this  interest  is  not  strong  enough  to  iuHuL-nre  the 
medical  profet^ion  suHieieiitlj'  to  obtain  for  these  students  the 
field  work  neees^ry  to  complete  tJieir  training.  Some  dispen- 
saries have  been  willing  to  take  these  students  for  a  certain 
number  ot  days  a  week,  but  the  doctors  have  refused  to  allow 
the  nurses  or  t!ie  students  ti>  do  any  follow-up  work  or  Lo 
visit  the  patients  in  their  homes.  This  the  dfxrtors  claim 
woidd  never  be  tolerated  hy  the  people,  hut  as  a  concession 
they  admit  that  later  on  an  Ltaliau  nurse  might  be  allowed 
to  do  the  visiting  work. 

This  lack  of  cooiwration  from  the  doctors  necessarily  limits 
the  scope  of  the  training  and  this  has  been  conspicuous  iu 
Rome.  In  Genoa  the  do<"tors  have  been  more  helpful  and 
tlie  graduates  ol  the  first  course  have  found  positions  in  dis- 
pensaries, clinics  and  schools.  .  .  , 

From  October,  UUR,  we  have  had  in  Italy  Miss  Gardner, 
Miss  Thompson  and  Miss  Foley,  all  three  of  them  women 
who  rank  high  in  our  nursing  profesisiofi  and  who  are  special- 
ists along  publif  health  lines.  They  have  worked  hanl  and 
have  been  deeply  iutercsled  in  their  work.  1  feel,  however, 
that  educational  work  of  this  kind  has  not  found  appreciation 
in  Italy,  but  I  hope  I  may  be  mistaken  in  this.  So  far  the 
work  has  resulted  in  educating  less  than  twei»ty  women  .  .  . 
and  the  great  difficulty  is  to  obtain  positions  for  them  after 
their  studies  arc  com[deted.  The  medical  profession  is  nut 
ready  for  associates  of  this  kind  and  naturally  the  demand  for 
such  workers  must  come  from  them. 

MiBS  Fitzgerald  summarized  the  long  struggle  which  had 
taken  place  in  Italy  for  the  higher  education  of  uurses: 

The  history  of  the  attempts  to  educate  nurses  in  Italy  is 
one  of  great  discouragement.  .  .  .  Attempts  to  run  training 
schools  along  the  lines  of  American  and  Britisli  training 
Bchoolfl  have  been  made  by  British  nurses  in  Floreiu-e;  by  the 
Queen  of  Italy  herself^  at  a  big  hospitol  in  Rome  where  sev- 
eral wards  were  given  over  to  an  English-trained  nurse;  by  a 
fraduate  of  the  Johns  Hopkins  School,  in  Naples;  and  by  the 
talian  Red  Cross  in  Milan.  .  .  .  The  results  are  practically 
the  same  iu  every  case.  The  of>positton  of  the  d(K!tors  has 
continued;  to  this  has  been  added  the  ill  will  of  both  men  and 
women  of  the  servant  class  of  nurses  who  now  do  the  nursing 
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in   Italian   hospitals;    and   the   well-eHtablisbed    control 
Durees.    This  o])pogition  is  represented  by  a  very  largo  body 
of  people,  none  of  whom  wish  the  reform  as  each  one  fear 
peiBonal  loss  of  prestige  and  privileges. 

It  has  been  suggested  at  ditToreut  limes  that  the  approac 
to  the  nursing  problem  in  Italy  and  in  France  should  rome 
througJi  the  religious  body.    It  is  interesting  to  note  that  this 
was  attempted  in  Florence;  two  nuns  were  sent  to  the  train- 
ing school  iu  Rome  for  the  full  three  years'  course.     Upon 
their  return  to  Florence,  they  immediately  took  sides  agai 
the  trained  women  and  went  back  to  the  opposition,  there' 
ehowing  the  uselessness  of  this  mode  of  approach. 

The  only  ray  of  hope  I  can  see  is  in  the  Italian  Red  C 
whirlu   I    helieve,  intends  to  start  training  scliools  and  has 
alrearly  placed  on  a  salary  basis  nurses  who  are  now  acting  iu. 
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an  official  capacity  for  that  organization.    This  it*  already  |^H 
step  in  the  right  direction,  as  the  Italian  Red  Cro»!s  fornicrl^^ 
insisted  that  all  nursing  should  be  voluntary  and  in  no  way 
did  the  jnociety  recognize  the  necessity  for  trained  and  salaried 
personnel. 

It  is  very  apparent  that  Italy  needs  no  help  from  us  in  this 
line. 


I 


Thus  was  ended  the  work  of  the  Amencan  Red  Cross 
Italy.  The  Heed  of  modern  nursing  which  the  American  I 
Cro.sa  attempted  to  plant  in  Italy  at  great  cost  fell  into  barren 
soil,  but  may  in  the  future  take  root  and  bear  fruit.  Promid^^ 
of  this  future  development  is  contained  in  the  following  noti^^J 
whicli  appeared  in  the  Foreign  Department  of  the  Octobcr^^ 
1920,  issue  of  the  American  Journal  of  Nursimj: 

The  three  courses  in  public  health  nursing  established  b| 
the  American   Red  Cross  Tulierculosis  Commission  in   I 
are  meeting  with  well-desorved  success.    M'hen  the  Ameri 
nurses  were  withdrawn  in  January,  j>eople  prophesied  that 
courses  might  be  closed,  but  the  carefully  selected  and  org 
hed  Itnlian  committees  have  proved  themselves  more  than  a 
to  meet  any  emergencies  and  the  shorter  courses  in  Home  and 
Florence  arc  l)oth  to  be  repeated.    A  new  course  ia  being  oj>en 
this  month   in   Milan   by  the   Italian  director  of  the   Ho 
course  and  the  more  ambitious  ten  months'  course  which 
being  offered  in  Genoa  closes  this  October.    Letters  from  Ital 
tell   UK  that  the  graduates  of  all  three  courses  arc  in  su 
demand  that  there  are  constantly  more  positions  than  i^an 
dates.    The  nurses  who  saw  the  hardships  of  the  primitive 


NURSING  SERVICE  TO  CIVILIAN  POrULATION    875 


I 


I 


life  in  the  southern  part  of  the  [>eninsula  will  be  interested 
ID  knowing  that  one  nurse  has  been  placed  in  Calabria,  three 
in  Sicily  and  more  will  he  sent  south  as  soon  as  they  have 
completed  the  spec'iul  training.  .  .  . 

Miss  Gardner  epitomized  the  Italian  situation:  "Italy  must 
work  out  her  own  nursing  Halvatiuu  and  it  must  be  an  Italian 
salvation  worked  out  hy  Italians  in  an  Italian  way." 

Roumania  perhaps  suffered  Tnon»  during  the  European  War 
than  did  any  other  nation,  with  the  exceptions  of  Serbia  and 
Siberia.  She  was  faced  on  the  south  by  the  Bulgarians,  who 
were  smarting  under  the  outcome  of  the  Second  Balkan  War 
and  desired  to  recover  the  lands  of  Dobrudja  lost  under  the 
Treaty  of  Bucharest ;  on  the  west  by  powerful  Austria-Hungary ; 
and  on  the  north  by  Russia,  an  ally  in  whom  Roumania  had 
little  confidence.  For  two  years  she  had  reuiained  an  island  in 
a  whirlpool  of  war,  but  on  April  28,  1910,  she  joined  the  Allies. 

The  kingdom  of  Kouuiania  then  occupied  the  great  plain 
which  sloped  from  the  Carpathian  Alps  to  the  Black  Sea,  a 
plain  ooven'd  with  rich  alhivijil  dt^powits  similar  to  the  famous 
Russian  **black  earth."  The  shape  of  the  country  resembled 
the  letter  **V.'"  The  province  of  ll<ibnidja  occupied  the  leg  of 
the  letter  and  fronted  on  the  Black  Sea.  The  principality  of 
Wallachia  formed  the  left  arm  and  extended  westward.  The 
principality  of  Moldavia  formed  the  right  arm  of  the  letter  and 
extended  north  Ix^tweeu  Austria-Hungary  and  Kussia. 

The  country  was  chiefly  agriculturaL  In  1900  Roumania 
was  the  third  largest  grain-growing  nation  in  the  world.  She 
possessed  rich  oil  and  coal  deposits  ajid  iron,  copper,  lead, 
nickel,  mercury  and  other  metals  in  quantities  sutheient  to 
muke  mining  protitable.  However,  the  Roumanian  tempera- 
ment did  not  incline  toward  industrial  life.  The  oil  fields 
of  Wallaehiu  had  been  developed  to  considerable  extent  hy 
foreign  capital.  Rounuuiia's  chief  exports  were  timber  from 
the  oak,  pine  nml  IkhvIi  forests  of  the  Carpathian  mountain 
slopes,  petroleum  and  grain.  She  imported  metals,  machinery, 
tesctiles  and  other  manufactured  necessities  of  modern  life. 

In  1914  the  popuhitiou  of  Itoumania  numbered  approxi- 
mately seven  and  a  half  million  pc*ople,  of  which  six  million 
were  Roumanians  and  the  others  Jews,  Tartars,  Magyars,  Serbs, 
Bulgurs  and  Armenians,    The  Roumanian  element  was  sharply 
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divided  into  two  classes:  the  wealthy  land-owning  aristocracy 
who  possessed  a  culture  similar  to  and  largely  derived  from 
the  French,  and  the  peasant  group  who  were  made  up  for  the 
most  part  t»f  simple  uneducated  folk  who  tilled  the  grain  fields 
and  lu'i'dcd  tht^  flocks.  A  zniddltM^lass  industrial  or  merchant 
group  similar  to  that  in  the  United  States  did  not  exist. 

In  1!)14  Houmania  found  herself  in  an  extremely  difHcnlt 
political  pctsition.  She  had  gone  in  1877  to  the  rescue  of  Rus- 
sia, then  hard  pressed  hy  the  Turks  at  Plevna,  hot  was  re- 
warded by  the  deprivation  of  the  province  of  Bessarabia  and 
was  given  a  part  of  worthless  Dobrudja  as  compensation.  Rou- 
mania's  independence  from  Turkish  sovereignty  was,  however, 
established,  and  in  1881  the  country-  was  proclaimed  a  king- 
dom. Prince  Charles  of  Hohenzollera-Sigmariugen  was 
crowned  King  under  the  title  of  Carol  I.  Dxiring  the  thirty 
years'  reign  of  Charles  and  his  poetess-queen,  ''Carmen-Sylvia," 
the  era  was  one  of  national  prosperity  aud  economic  and  civil 
development. 

During  the  first  Balkan  War  of  1912-1913,  Roumania  re- 
mained neutral.  When  peace  negotiations  were  begun,  Rou- 
mania  claimed  that  she  was  entitled  to  territorial  compensa- 
tion from  Bulgaria  for  her  neutrality  and  demanded  cession 
of  the  to\i'n  of  Silistria,  realignment  of  the  frontier  of  Do- 
brudja and  cession  of  a  strip  of  coast  territory  on  the  Black  Sc« 
to  permit  her  to  develop  a  naval  base.  The  Second  Balkan 
War  was  declared  before  these  claims  had  been  settled.  Rou- 
mania  put  her  armies  in  the  field,  occupied  Silistria  and  bv 
July  i;i,  1JU3,  had  approached  within  twenty  milea  of  the 
Bulgarian  <*apitHl.  An  armistice  was  then  signed  and  by  tlir 
Treaty  of  Bucharest,  lioumtinia  obtained  what  she  had  cluimed 
but  al8<i  the  enmity  of  her  sruithcru  neighbor,  Bulgaria. 

When  the  European  War  broke  out.  King  Charles  desired  to 
join  the  Central  Powers,  but  Roumanian  public  opinion  was  in 
svmpatliy  with  the  Allies,  so  the  country  remained  noutraL 
King  Charles  dicti  on  October  10,  1014,  aud  two  yejirs  Utrr, 
his  queen  died.  The  successor  to  the  throne  was  Ferdinand,  A 
nephew  of  Charles  and  a  younger  bn^ther  of  Prince  William 
of  n<>honzi»lleni-Sigmuriugeu-  Ferdinand  had  married  Mttri<»» 
daughter  of  the  Duke  of  Saxe-Coburg  and  Gotha  and  grand- 
daughter of  yuceu  Vi<'toriu,  a  woman  of  unusual  Ix-auty  and 
strength  of  character  who  had  won  the  love  and  sympathy  of 
the  Roumanian  people. 
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Roumania  declared  war  in  April,  1916,  and  in  the  summer 
her  First  Army  invaded  Transylvania,  captured  Kronstadt  and 
Hermanustadt  and  by  September  9  were  holding  nearly  one- 
fourth  of  Transylvania.  General  Von  lliudenbnrg  with  450,- 
000  veteran  troops  was  then  sent  by  the  German  High  Com- 
mand to  crush  Roumania.  The  opposing  iinnies  met  at 
Hermannstadt  and  in  four  days  of  fighting  the  Roumanian 
First  Army  was  annihilated.  General  Von  Falkenhayn  made 
a  rapid  enveloping  movement,  oanie  up  in  the  Roumanian  rear 
and  cut  off  their  retreat  through  the  Red  Tower  Pass.  The 
Roumanian  fonve  were  thrown  into  disorganization  and  re- 
treated in  complete  disorder  and  with  great  losses. 

On  the  south  the  Bulgar  and  German  forces  were  also  press- 
ing forward.  General  Von  Mockensen  entered  the  Dohrudja. 
Russian  reeuforcements  failed  to  arrive  and  Roumania  was 
then  "lik*'  a  nut  in  the  jaws  of  a  nutfraeker."  *•*  Von  Falken- 
hayn  was  pushing  down  from  the  north  and  Von  Mackensen 
np  from  the  south.  By  August,  1017,  the  Teutons  were  in 
complete  possession  of  all  of  Roumania  except  Moldavia. 

In  little  more  than  a  year  Roumania  had  lost  her  two  richest 
provinces  and  at  least  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  men, 
forty  per  cent  of  her  original  army.  !Much  of  its  equipment 
and  ordnance  had  been  captured  by  the  enemy. 

Government  and  Army  Heud<]uarters  and  the  Court  evacu- 
ated Bucharest  and  Jled  to  Jassy,  the  former  capital  of  Aloldavia. 
This  city  was  also  the  headtiuarters  for  the  Russian  Armies 
operating  on  the  Roumanian  Front.  Jassy  had  normally  a 
population  of  al>out  seventy  thousand;  this  in  KH?  was  more 
than  doubled.  As  also  the  refugees  from  the  two  occupied 
provinces  had  fled  to  Moldavia,  this  least  rich  of  the  Rou- 
manian provinces  thus  was  called  u]n>n  to  support  the  Govern- 
ment officials,  the  Roiunanian  Army  of  fonr  hundred  thousand, 
the  refugees  wjio  numbered  alnnit  half  a  iriillittn  and  the  Rus- 
sian Army  which  at  f)ne  time  aggregnted  alxmt  one  million  men. 
The  winter  (tf  ll)iri-1917  was  one  of  the  m<Kst  severe  on 
record;  tlie  thermoineter  often  registered  thirty  degrees  l)elow 
zero.  Cattl<\  horses  and  sheep  died  for  want  of  food.  People 
were  found  dead  from  starvation  and  exposure  in  the  streets 
of  the  cities  and  in  dugouts,  stables  and  huts  in  the  country,  in 
December,  typhus  began  to  spread  among  the  devitalized  popu- 

•"A  Referente  History  of  the  War,"  I.  S.  Guernsey,  p.  162,  Dodd,  Mead 
A  Co.,  New  York,  1920. 
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lation.  During  the  winter  and  spring  230,000  persons  died  of 
disease  ond  by  the  summer  of  1017  Roumania  had  lost  from 
war  fasnaltios  and  diseases  seven  per  cent  of  her  entire 
popiihilion. 

Both  from  an  eeout>niic  and  professional  point  of  view,  Rou- 
mania was  not  prepared  in  11*10  to  give  to  her  sick  and  wounded 
soldiers  and  to  her  typhus-ridden  civilians  sanitary  service  com- 
parable to  that  which  prevailed  in  the  British  Empire  and  the 
United  States,  Three  types  of  hospitals  existed  in  Ri^uroania: 
those  established  by  the  R(>unianian  Red  Cross;  tiiose  by  the 
Rouraaniiin  Army,  and  those  by  Qucnm  Marie. 

The  hospitals  of  the  Roumanian  l{ed  Cross  maintaiued  the 
highest  standards  in  caring  for  the  wounded.  They  were  usu- 
ally of  five  huiulrcd  bed  capacity  and  were  generally  located 
in  a  school  building  which  had  been  taken  over  for  use  as  a 
hospital.  The  equipment  was  the  most  liberal  and  the  ftx>d  the 
moat  adequate  of  any  hospitals  in  the  country.  This  superiority 
was  due  to  the  fact  that  the  Roumanian  Red  Cross  was  a  well- 
established  and  generously-supported  organization.  Also,  the 
most  prominent  surgeons  were  associated  with  this  group  of 
hospitals.  The  nursing  service  was  rendered  by  Red  Cross 
volunteer  nurses,  untrained  according  to  the  English  and 
American  standards,  but  devoted  and  tireless  in  their  ministry. 

The  hospitals  established  by  the  Roumanian  Army  were  gen- 
erally located  in  newly-constructed  wooden  barracks.  The  beds 
were  of  wood,  the  mattress  of  straw  and  one  sheet  and  two 
blankets  were  furnished  to  each  patient.  The  capacity  of  the 
hospitals  located  at  important  strategic  points  ran  as  high  as 
2000  beds.     No  women  nurses  were  employed  in  this  g^up. 

The  hospitals  of  Rffjhia  Maria  were  usually  to  be  found  in 
tlic  smaller  villages  and  towns.  They  had  been  established  and 
were  supported  by  the  resolute  Queen  Marie. 

In  September,  1916,  a  French  medical  unit  under  the  direc- 
tion of  L)r.  Dehelley  was  sent  at  the  re(|uest  of  the  Roumanian 
Government  to  J  assy,  to  deninnstrate  the  Carrel  treatment  of 
wounds.  One  of  the  nurses  was  Pauline  Jordan,  the  American 
Red  Cross  nurse  who  was  later  sent  to  Italy;  she  had  lieen  on 
duty  since  1014  at  the  American  Ambulance  at  Xeuilly.  The 
Carrel  Mission  arrived  in  Bucharest  iu  the  fall  of  1UU\  &ad  a 
letter  written  by  Miss  Jordan  on  April  22,  1917,  to  Miai 
Delano,  gave  an  excellent  picture  of  conditions  existing  in  tuaoy 
Roumanian  hospitals: 
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We  were  given  a  pavilion  of  the  best  hospital  at  Bucharest 
but  it  was  hardly  ready  for  patients  when  the  city  was  evacu- 
ated. Arriving  at  Jassy,  we  were  placed  in  a  Roumanian 
hoHpital. 

There  were  no  "nurses'*  here,  only  ladies  who  came  in  to 
see  that  the  domcHtirs  did  their  work  properly.  During  thn 
six  weeks  that  we  were  in  the  JSouniaiiian  Hospital  at  Jassy, 
we  did  most  of  the  dressings  under  great  difficulty.  Tlie 
dressing  room  was  crowded  with  Sisters  of  Charity,  boy 
Bcouts,  medical  students  and  many  young  girls.  As  we  ha<l 
over  six  hundred  pfltieiits  and  about  four  seta  of  instruments 
and  only  one  alcohol  stove,  the  work  was  never  completely 
finished. 

There  was  no  heat  and  the  food  was  very  poor.  Our  prin- 
cipal diet  was  c<:>rn  nical  mush  and  goats*  cheese,  black  bread 
and  occasionally  beans.  Once  a  day  we  hail  tea  and  twice  a 
week  meat.  During  the  winter  we  cared  for  patients  whose 
feet  had  been  completely  frozen  while  lying  in  bed. 

The  Carrel  Mission  was  soon  moved  into  their  own  hospital, 
a  building  formerly  used  as  a  school  for  orthodox  priests.  Miss 
Jordan  wrote: 

We  found  it  unbelievably  dirty  and  with  the  poorest  of 
sanitary  arrangements.  The  wounded  were  alive  with  ver- 
min and  MO  had  no  supplies.  When  the  severely  wounded 
came  in  we  had  almost  nothing  to  work  with.  They  lay  on 
straw  mattresses  without  ruliber  sheets  and  the  straw  quickly 
became  contaminated  with  pus  and  blood,  but  we  Imd  no  fresh 
atraw  A  great  many  of  tliem  died  from  ex^wsure  and  septic 
infection.  I  remember  the  amputation  of  the  arm  of  two 
patients,  which  was  caused  by  bandages  applied  too  tightly 
before  they  came  to  us. 

There  are  one  or  two  huge  Roumanian  stoves  in  each  ward, 
but  we  have  had  almost  no  wood  or  coal  to  burn  in  them.  We 
have  had  biting  Hiissinn  winds  and  icirJcs  hung  from  the 
windows  in  the  wards  all  winter  and  the  wounded  used  to  cry 
to  us:  *'^^Give  us  ji  iire,  we  are  freezing,  we  are  dying  of  cold!'* 
We  have  operated  fur  days  when  our  breath  almost  congealed 
in  the  cold  air.  Of  course  we  have  had  a  great  many  cases  of 
pneumonia.  There  rarely  was  ever  more  than  one  blanket  to 
each  bed. 

There  are  no  basins  for  the  patients  to  wash  themselves  in, 
no  towels  and  they  have  been  without  nightgowns  for  weeks. 
There  simply  isn't  anything  in  the  country  and  the  supplies 
which  have  been  ordered  have  either  been  sunk  or  lost  in 
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Hiifi8ia.  The  fooil  for  the  patients  consists  of  thin  soup  twice 
a  day,  hiark  liroaH  nnri  occai^iouHlty  heans.  From  tiiue  to 
time  we  have  liail  a  little  condensed  milk  and  macaroni  for  the 
sickest  patients.  Our  food  is  the  same,  with  the  addition  of 
potatoes  and  meat  twice  a  week.  As  French  officers,  wd  are 
permitted  to  buy  meat  once  a  week.  The  Queen  sent  ue  some 
ricG,  macaroni »  sugar  and  tea  and  the  American  Legation  has 
been  very  kind  to  us  indeed  so  we  have  managed  to  live 
through  the  winter.  The  patients  are  all  suiTering  from 
malnutrition. 

No  doubt  you  have  read  of  the  frightful  typhus  epidemic 
The  hospitals  are  full  and  at  present  the  authorities  are 
building  rude  barracks  on  the  outskirts  of  the  city  for  them. 
Peoi>1c  have  died  by  the  thousands  aud  all  the  hospitals  are 
overcrowded.  ,   .  . 

rf>on  admission,  the  birssfs  are  bathed,  shaved  and  rubbed 
with  petrol.  When  they  came  to  us,  they  received  a  second 
petrol  bath  on  the  stretcher  before  being  put  in  l>ed.  The 
floors  are  washed  with  petrol  once  a  week  and  beds  and  mat- 
tresses scrubbed  regularly,  but  on  account  of  the  dirty  maids 
and  militia,  one  never  feels  safe.  Life  here  is  a  continual 
fight  against  the  vermin.  In  spite  of  precautions  we  find 
them  occasionally  on  our  clothing.  They  are  absoluteljc 
colorlesij  and  have  tiny  black  crosses  on  their  backs. 

M 

Tn  a  letter  written  to  Miss  Delano  on  Angnst  5  from  Jaa^^ 
Miss  Jordan   conamented   again  on  the  uursiug  situation  in 
Roumania: 


afsP 


The  Roumanian  offensive  has  started  brilliantly,  bnthts 
been   forced   to  stop  owing  to   the   Russians.  .  .  .  Hospitals 
have  been  organized   all  along  the  line  of  the  prospective 
offensive,    some    of    them    only    five    kilometers    from 
trerK^hCB.  .  .  . 

There  are  five  of  us  graduates  now  and  we  sit  day 
day  making  surgical  supplies  .  .  .  mattresses  all  neatly 
tucked  in.  envelope- fash  ion,  while  many  other  hospitals  have 
neither  tbe  supplies  nor  the  people  to  make  or  u^*  them. 
This  is  our  great  trial.  A  unit  will  come  out  and  take  ov« 
the  direction  of  a  hospital  of  one  hundred  to  three  hundred 
beds.  In  that  one  hospital,  everything  will  be  as  nearly  per- 
fect as  existing  conditions  will  allow,  down  to  the  smallest 
compress,  while  in  the  rest  of  the  wumtry  the  very  essentiab 
of  life  and  death  are  overlooked  and  all  is  confusion.  W» 
have  60  often  regretted  having  been  able  to  do  so  little  good 
in  a  country  where  the  need  is  so  great  ^ 


NURSING  SERVICE  TO  CIVILIAN  POPULATION    881 


The  greatest  lack  seems  to  be  nurses.  There  seems  to  be 
none  except  a  few  who  have  come  out  with  special  uuita  and 
cannot  leave  them.  In  these  Rouirmiiiau  huspitalfi,  practicall}' 
any  woman  who  wealrs  a  cap  is  allowed  to  do  i^urgicai  dreftsings 
and  operating-room  work.  All  other  work  is  considered  un- 
iiiteretjting  and  id  left  to  servants.  One  wishes  that  the 
nurses  could  be  scattered  about  where  the  need  is  greatest. 

The  Hoiimanians  .aecni  to  have  a  profourtd  rps|HH;t  for  our 
training  and  luok  ui>on  us  as  a  new  sort  of  doctor. 

The  intense  cold  from  which  Koumania  had  suflFered  bad 
men  replaced  by  equally  intense  heat.  Miss  Jordan's  letter 
oontiBued : 

At  the  present  time,  the  heat  is  almost  unbearable,  107 
degrees  in  tJie  shade  ynsterJay  afternoon  at  live  o'clock.  There 
has  been  an  epidemic  of  dysentery  and  many  people,  enfeebled 
by  disease  and  maluutrition.  have  died.  Typlius  has  practi- 
cally disappeared  and  the  body-louw  also,  but  the  flies  have 
taken  their  place  and  are  an  abomination. 

Of  the  hospitals  established  in  Koumania  by  foreign  units, 
Miss  Jordan  wrote: 

We  have  been  able  to  visit  8ome  prison  camps,  also  a  few 
irell-equipped  hospitals.  One  was  managed  by  a  French 
doctor  who  designctl  and  arningt'il  a  splendid  mechano- 
therapy room,  ako  a  home-made  stcrilixer  made  of  cement  and 
heated  by  wood,  for  quilts  and  mattresses.  The  British  Ued 
Cross  has  a  very  good  hospital  at  Roman.  Nearly  all  their 
furniture,  beds,  tables,  chairs  and  sandals  have  been  made  by 
convalescent  patients  under  the  doctor^s  direction.  At  the 
present  time  his  patients  are  building  a  sort  of  rough  swim- 
ming tank.  He  was  far-seeing  enough  to  pUmt  a  garden  in 
the  spring  and  now  their  oM'n  table  is  well  supplied  with 
green  vegetables,  a  rare  lu.xury. 

Of  the  military  situation  in  August,  1917,  Miss  Jordan 
wrote: 

For  the  past  week,  we  have  been  ready  to  leave  on  an 
hour's  notice.  The  Russians  are  refusing  to  light  and  are 
rapidly  retreating  from  Bukovina,  which  endangers  our  line 
of  communication  to  Kief  and  Petrograd.  The  re«t  of  Rou- 
mania  will  then  be  ciiplured,  we  fear.  A  train  left  yesterday 
with  the  English  civilian  colony  and  one  is  leaving  to-morrow 
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with  the   French.     The  legations  and  the  Court  expect 
leave  in  three  or  four  day«.     We  Imve  received  the  order  to 
stay  on  for  a  few  more  da>'3  and  will  evacuate  with  the  A 
by  rail  if  posjiible. 

The  authorities  have  begun  to  give  us  the  food  supplies 
distribution    to    the   population.     The   greater    part   of 
civilians  have  decided  to  stay  in  the  country,  preferring  to  be 
prisoners  rather  than  to  live  with  the  Russians.  ,  ,  , 
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To  fluch  a  situation,  the  American  Red  Cross  sent  its  first 
Roumauiun  relief  unit  in  September,  1017.  The  American 
Red  Cross  Conunission  for  Kouniania  had  Ix^eu  under  pntccss 
of  organization  in  the  United  States  since  early  that  summer, 
under  the  leadership  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Henry  W,  Ander- 
son, of  Richmond,  Virginia.  Dr,  Francis  Penbody,  an  expert 
on  internal  medicine,  Bernard  Flexner,  a  sociologist,  Dr.  Gid- 
eon Wells,  a  pathologist.  Dr.  Robert  C.  Bryan,  an  expert  in 
surgery,  Dr.  Roger  O.  Perkins,  a  sanitarian  and  Arthur  G. 
Glasgow,  an  engineer,  were  the  principal  new  members  of  the 
commission.  It  was  the  intention  of  the  War  Council  that 
these  men  should  make  a  sun'ey  of  Roumauia  and  then  retu 
to  the  United  States  with  a  report  on  which  to  base  future 
Cross  relief  work. 

The  medical  and  nursing  unit  was  to  remain  in  RoumanH" 
for  emergency  relief  work.     Dr.  Kirkpatrick,  who  served  wit 
Dr.  Ryan  at  Belgrade  in  1915,  was  the  director.     Florence 
Patterson   was   chief  nurse.     Miss   Patterson's  name   has 
ready  appeared  in  this  history  in  connection  with   American 
Red  Cross  nursing  service  in  Great  Britain  and  France, 
Ler  Roumanian  assignment  marked  the  beginning  of  her  sul 
quently  long  and  valuable  field  service. 

The  nursing  unit  was  composed  of  eleven  nurses  in  additii 
to  Miss  Patterson  and  contained  among  its  members  many 
markable  women  whose  names  stand  high  upon  Red  Ci 
rolls — Rachel  Torrance,  Linda  K.  Meirs,  Katherine  Oimsti* 
and  Alma  Foerster.  Other  nurses  of  the  unit  were  AdeUide 
Rowland,  Mary  Mclntire,  Beatrice  Gosling,  Alice  Gilboumey 
Mary  Brownell  and  Jennie  Donald. 

The    Roumanian    Commission    mobilized    in    Chicago    on 
July  28,  1017,  and  sailed  from  Vanoouver  five  days  Inter  U 
Yokohama,  Japan.     From  Japan  the  unit  proceeded  to  Vl«( 
vostok,  thence  to  Harbin  and  westward  by  special  train  oi 
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the  Trans-Silxrinn  Kailroad  to  Moscow  and  thoncc  to  Jassy. 
Thpy  arrived  in  the  Uunniniiian  capitHi  on  HcptcnibcT  Hi,  1017, 
after  a  jonnirv  of  fifty-two  days. 

Supplies  were  sent  l>y  the  American  Red  Croaa  via  the 
Pacific  route  and  a  second  considerable  consignment  to  Archan- 
gel, Russia,  for  shipment  southward  to  Roumania, 

After  a  month  spent  in  surveying  ^[oldavia,  five  of  the  com- 
missioners returned  to  the  United  States  and  submitted  de- 
tailed reports  to  the  War  Council  of  the  economic  and  sanitary 
sitimtion  of  lioumimia.  Colonel  Anderson  and  the  members 
of  the  conitnission  who  remained  in  Jassy  immediately  undf^r- 
took  emergency  relief  work.  This  fell  into  five  general  groups — 
hospital  service,  public  Lealtb  and  sanitation,  civilian  relief, 
transjKirt  service,  and  miscellaiuHJUS  relief.  Carloads  of  ftMMl 
were  brought  down  from  Arebuiig*.'!,  Petrogrud  and  Moscow 
and  were  distributed  to  the  Houmnuian  populati^ju.  Tn  Putna, 
Tekuchin  and  liocan,  40,000  persona  were  fed  daily  by  the 
American  Red  Cross,  and  a  canteen  was  opened  in  Jassy  where 
for  two  months  meals  were  daily  given  to  2000  persona.*^ 

The  Commission  for  Roumania  maintained  a  hospital  at 
Roman  and  dispensary  service  at  Roman  and  at  Jassy.  The 
hospital  at  Roman  was  the  former  British  Red  Cross  Hospital 
described  by  Miss  Jordan  and  was  known  as  the  Prince  Mereea 
Hospital.  Major  Kirkpatrick,  director  of  the  medical  unit, 
gave  the  following  reasons  why  the  commission  took  over  this 
institutiou : 

Firstly,  the  hospital  equipment  that  we  expected  from 
America  by  way  of  Arebangel  had  failed  to  arrive  and  we 
were  uuable  lo  equip  a  new  hospital  with  the  limited  emer- 
gency suppliea  we  hiid  hrought  with  us  across  Siberia. 

Secondly,  the  Hriti?;h  Ucij  Cross  were  giving  up  the  Prince 
Mereea  Hospital  because  of  an  overworked  staff.  This  hos- 
pital was  equippt'd  sulficiently  for  good  surgical  service.  .  .  . 

Thirdly,  Hunmu  was  so  located  in  relation  to  the  armies 
that  the  ho^ipitul  drew  from  a  large  section  of  the  front,  with 
a  niiniuiuiu  nf  May  in  transportation  of  the  wounded. 

Fourthly,  we  could  begin  work  at  once. 

In  her  final  report  to  Miss  Noyea,  Miss  Patterson  wrote  of 
their  experiences: 

•'The  Work  of  the  American  Red  Cross  during  the  Worj  A  Statement 
of  Finances  and  Accomplishnients,"  p.  80. 
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We  took  over  the  Prince  Mercea  HoBpital  on  October 
1017,  and  until  March  8,  1918,  we  were  always  sitting  ou 
edge  of  a  vokauo  which  never  erupted.    We  had  to  be  rea< 
to  move  vithin  an  hour  provided  the  Huns  came  or  if 
Bu8sians  signed  peace  or  (much  more  probable)  if  the 
sheviki  attacked  us  for  food  supplies.    We  had,  as  you  knoi 
no  offensive  after   we   arrived   but   when   we  took   over 
hospital  from  the  British  Red   Cross,  we  **inherited"  aboi 
400  patients  and  from  then  until  we  left  we  had  between  380 
and  500  vases.     Most  of  tlit'in  were  wounded  who  had  beei 
evacuated    from    hospitals    nearer    the    front    (an    entii 
imaginary  term  as  far  as  the  Eastern  Front  is  concerned !] 
Also*  we  had  civilians  and  even  women  and  ehildren  when 
had  empty  beds. 

As  we  had  inherited  the  hospital  from  the  British,  it 
more  or  less  well  equipped  and,  indeed,  we  should  have  had! 
Borry  time  except  for  the  unstinted  way  in  wliich  the  Britii 
and  Russian  Red  Cross  helped  us  out  all  along.  The  equi) 
ment  which  was  shipped  from  the  American  Red  Cn 
reached  Komnn  the  latter  part  of  November  and  even  then 
quite  inadequate  for  any  sort  of  a  hospital. 

The  nurses  lived  in  two  small  wards  of  the  Homan  Hospil 
Miss  Patterson  wrote: 

The  nurses  all  considered  their  quarters  quite  eomfortabU 
althougli  they  had  nothing  except  their  beds  and  one  or  U 
Bmall  tables  and  several  cliairs.    The  beds  were  boards  wU 
straw  mattresses,  but  not  at  all  had. 

Of  course  tlie  food  proposition  was  much  the  most  diflicT 
for  there  was  nothing  to  be  purchased  in  Roumania.     Forti 
nately  the  potatoes  were  splendid  and  we  were  able  to  gvt 
good  supply  store<l  away  for  winter.    We  were  able  to  get 
meat  after  neceniber  1  and  had  no  canned  meatn,  but  in  ti 
Roumanian  fashion,  we  had  a  small  farm  in  our  back  yai 
which  we  stocked  in  the  fall  with  several  pigs.    Consequeui 
we  went  on  mad  debauches  several  times  by   having  a  pi 
killed,  but  we  always  ate  it  with  the  fear  that  we  might  n< 
it  worse  later  on.     We  had  nia<aroni.  rice  and  plenty  of  but- 
ter which  came  from  the  Russian  Red  Cross  and  coffee  from 
the  U.  S.  A.  which  seemed  really  to  save  our  Uvea. 

There  whs  practically  no  milk  in  the  <»ountry  becanae  tberv 
was  no  fotlder  for  the  <'0W8  and  during  the  last  (evr  months 
we  had  alx)ut  ten  quarts  daily  for  the  entire  hospital  ai 
some  days  none  at  all.  We  probably  had  an  avenuic  of  t' 
dozen  eggs  for  the  entire  hospital.     The  patients  had  mi 
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twice  a  week  luit  in  almost  iufmitesimal  quantities  and  fear- 
fully bad,  simply  starved  animals.  The  other  articles  of  food 
were  beans,  cabbage  and  potatoes.  How  tliose  patients  man- 
aged to  recover  on  that  <!iet  is  still  a  puzzle  to  U8 — for  we  had 
nothing  else  even  for  the  desperately  ill  men.  It  is  quite 
impossible  to  tell  how  absolutely  destitute  the  countrj'  is, 
with  neither  food  nor  clothing. 

For  the  peasant*^  we  Imve  the  utmost  sympathy.  They  are 
splendid  and  are  the  one  hope  of  Roumania,  except  Queen 
Marie,  who  is  wonderful.  She  and  Princess  Marie  had 
Thanksgivinf^  dinner  with  us  at  the  hospital  .  .  .  and  when 
we  left  she  asked  us  in  tears  to  tell  the  women  of  America  how 
she  had  tried  nnil  !iow  she  would  continue  to  fight  to  the 
end:   "We  English  never  give  up." 

Early  in  January,  li}18,  the  commiasion  started  an  out- 
patient department  at  the  Roman  Hospital.  Misa  Patterson 
wrote: 

Our  most  interesting  work  was  the  out-patient  depart- 
ment for  civilians.  We  did  general  relief  work  in  connection 
with  it  and  also  some  nnrsing  in  the  homes,  an  unheard-of 
thing  there.  The  starvation  diet  and  fomplete  absence  of 
soap  among  the  civilian  population,  together  with  the  general 
prevalence  of  venereiil  {liscases.  soon  made  our  clinics  known 
as  the  S.  S.  S,  (soap,  sulphur  and  salvarsan). 

I  should  say  that  every  child  and  about  85  per  cent  of  the 
patients  had  scabies.  We  distributed  soap  in  small  pieces, 
but  of  cx>urse  the  wliole  effort  was  futile  under  existing  con- 
ditions. The  peasants  had  practically  notliing  to  eat  except 
commeal,  whiih  constitutes  a  large  part  of  their  normal  diet, 
so  you  can  imagine  the  nmoiint  of  resistance  to  disease  they 
had.  When  a  pationt  would  seemingly  be  doing  well,  he 
would  without  any  apjiareiit  reason  run  a  fearful  tempera- 
ture and  juf^t  ffo  all  to  ffu^reg.  So  we  really  never  knew  until 
they  were  evacuated  whctJier  they  would  go  out  of  the  front 
door  or  be  carried  out  of  the  back ! 

Within  thnv  days  at  ('liristmas  time,  we  had  ISO  hernia 
cases  come  in  for  operation  (T  never  did  make  out  Mlicther  or 
not  it  was  an  epidemic),  but  these  were  practically  the  only 
clean  cases  we  saw  while  there  and  many  of  these  weren't 
clean,  because  tliere  wasn't  enough  vitality  left  in  any  of 
them. 


Late  in  1917  the  eommission  developed  plans  for  establish- 
ing An  American  Red  Cross  hospital  in  Jassy.    Several  nurses 
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of  Miss  Patterson's  group  were  sent  from  Roman  to  organize 
it  in  a  building  loaned  by  the  Government.  Before  it  could  be 
equipped,  however,  the  Government  decided  to  utilize  it  for 
military  quarters.  "That  project  was  ended  before  it  began, 
fortunately  for  us,"  wrote  Miss  Patterson,  "for  to  be  perfectb^H 
frank,  there  was  no  equipment  in  sight!"  ^B 

The  typhus  epidemic  in  1917  and  1913  was  thought  to  be 
Bomewhtit  less  violent  than  during  the  preceding  years.  Though 
the  conditions  favoring  it — ovcrcniwding,  filth,  lice,  exposure, 
starvation  and  lowered  vitality — persisted,  the  winter  was  leas 
severe  and  this  one  factor  saved  nuuiy  lives.  The  body  lousfl^- 
continued  to  be  a  trying  pest.  "Bathing  facilities  in  a  Kou^H 
manian  village,"  >vrot<?  Major  Kirkpatrick,  "are  almost  non- 
existent. If  you  ask  one  of  the  peasants  whether  he  has  li< 
he  will  probably  look  at  you  in  surprise  and  say:  'Am  I  de«< 
that  I  sho\ild  have  no  liccT  " 

In  October,  1917,  the  Russian  Government  under  Keren! 
was  overthrown  and  the  Bolsheviki  came  into  power.  The 
Russian  Armies  in  Roumania  collapsed  and  in  December  nego-, 
tiationa  were  opened  between  the  Central  Powers  and  the  Ri 
sian  authoritio-s  with  a  view  toward  a  separate  pence.  Roi 
mania  was  violently  and  persistently  oppi)si'd  to  n  separul 
peace  but  national  annihilation  faced  her.  An  armistice  to 
continue  for  sixty  days  and  t^  l)e  terminated  by  seventy-two 
hours'  notice  was  signed  on  December  9.  By  March  1,  1918, 
the  Russian  Army  had  gone  out  of  existence.  ^Vitb  her  owq^ 
small  forces  Roumania  could  not  hope  to  hold  her  exteudcdfl 
battle-front.  General  Mackensen  tlicn  delivered  two  ultimatums 
to  Roumania :  either  to  enter  into  a  st^parate  peace  or  to  be 
overrun  by  the  G(*rman  Armies  and  completely  destroyed  as  a 
state.  On  March  8,  1918,  Roumania  signed  a  pn'Iiminary 
treaty  of  the  humiliating  peace  which  was  subeequeutly  forced 
upon  her.  ■■ 

One  of  the  terms  of  this  preliminary  treaty  was  that  all  ^ " 
Allied  relief  missions  HhonUi  leave  Rininumia;  they  were  to  he 
given  three  days'  time  for  departure.    On  ^farch  9  the  Ameri- 
can Red  Cross  Commission  started,  in  a  train  composed  largely 
of  second-class  sleeping  cars,  on  their  long  journey  from  Jai 
to  ^[urmansk.     During  the  flight  northward,  whicli  lasted  fou 
weeks,  and  the  time— three  weeks  mon? — at  Murmansk  wait 
for  a  ship  to  carry  them  to  England,  the  excellent  moraU  of 
nurses  never  flagged.     They  did  all  the  cooking,  the  clettnio^ 
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and  washing  and  met  the  situation  with  equanimity.     Misa 
Patterson  wrote: 

Our  experiences  sound  much  worse  than  they  really  were, 
for  we  had  the  nicest  people  in  our  car,  Colonel  Anderson 
and  Major  Rirkpatrick  and  our  nurses.  .  .  .  We  liave  lived 
in  a  peace  and  harmony  whirh  makes  any  hardship  tolerable 
and  every  one  has  seen  something  funny  in  it  (dl.  We  have 
bad  a  wonderful  service  and  incidentally  a  splendid  echool- 
ing  in  adapting  ourselves  to  an  entirely  new  system  of  valua- 
tion, n  system  which  has  taught  us  that  oue  ran  be  healthy, 
happy  and  more  or  less  sane  with  very  few  of  the  commonly- 
accepted  necessities  of  our  normal  American  life.  ...  It  has 
been,  however,  must  disheartening  to  sit  by  and  watch  the 
steady  breakdown  of  the  Eantcrn  Front  and  at  the  ^ame  time 
to  get  very  little  authentic  news  of  the  Western  Front  and 
none  from  the  United  States. 

The  commission  arrived  safely  in  England  in  April,  1018, 
and  the  majority  of  the  nursing  members  remained  for  duty 
there  or  were  transferred  to  France.    Misa  Patterson  wrote : 

We  are  all  feeling  quite  like  Rip  Van  Winkles,  yet  it  is 
certainly  nice  to  be  back  in  <iviiizat,ion  and  above  all  else  to 
find  some  of  our  Allies  with  the  bit  in  their  teeth.  Many 
people  here  seem  to  feel  that  they  arc  in  rather  desperate 
straits  but  to  us  the  whole  of  England  is  a  fairy-land  and  the 
English  seem  to  realize  it  and  are  making  little  complaint. 
Their  spirit  is  ^splendid  and  gives  one  an  entirely  new  back- 
bone after  living  with  Orientals  for  so  long. 

Mary  Mclntire,  another  nurso  of  this  unit,  wrote  Miss 
Noyes : 

I  cannot  realize  1  am  back  where  we  have  plenty  of  food, 
English  literature  and  "green  grafts  growing  all  around."  It 
was  wonderful  to  see  our  boys  reviewed  in  I»ndon,  to  wateh 
the  convoy  of  twenty-three  American  ships  on  the  high  seas, 
to  see  the  French  dirigibles  hovering  over  us.  Never  have  1 
loved  the  Union  Jack  so  much  as  when  we  saw  those  destroy- 
ers speeding  out  to  us  in  the  North  Sea. 

This  is  a  terrible  time  to  live  and  the  whole  world  seems 

just  one  great  heartache,  yet  it  is  a  wonderful  time     \Vhen 

we  landed   in   England,  we  were  struck  by  the  silent  and 

earnest  efficiency  of  every  man  and   woman.     Russia  and 

Eoumania  were  so  completely  disorganized.  .  .  . 
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Syria,  the  key  to  the  East  and  the  Turkish  province  in  which 
Palestine  was  situated,   occupied   in   1914   the  long  strip 
comparatively  habitable  land  lying  between  the  Moditerrnneai 
Sea  and  the  Arabian  Desert.     On  the  south  it  touehcd   Kg^'pt^j 
on  the  north  and  on  the  east  the  Turkish  provinces  of  Aleppo] 
and  Mesopotamia.     For  almost  seven  centuries  Syria  had  beei 
ruled  by  Turkish  masters  though  they  had  always  remains 
hated  strangers  to  the  jHjly^Iot  Syrian  population, 

Syria   in   1914  was  peopled  largely  by   Arabs,  Armeniai 
Maronites,   Druses,  Turks  and  Jews.     The  Arabs  numbered^ 
some  three  million  souls  and  oecupietl  the  whole  of  the  countr 
except  for  a  few  mountainous  districts.    By  religion,  the  Aral 
were  followers  of   Islam   and  had   absorbed   into  their   faitk! 
numerous  mongrel  tril>e8.     The  motmtainous  regions  of  S>Tia,j 
especially  Lebanon,  were  held  by  some  three  hundred  and  fifty) 
thousand  Maronites.     They  were  Christians  and  as  Christiai 
reconciled  with  Rome,  bad  for  some  centuries  been  under  tha] 
protectorate  of  France ;  they  had  thus  ab!^)rbed  much  of 
French  culture.     Parta  of  the  Ix-^banon  and  Damascus  rcgioi 
were  occupied  by  the  Druses,  a  fierce  and  predatory  ^loslei 
sect  numbering  perhaps  two  hundred  thousand.    The  Jews  werni 
to  be  found  in  Palestine. 

Syria  was  comparatively  a  poor  country,  the  soil  outworn, 
the  hills  deforested,  the  rainfall  meager,  the  heat  intense.  She 
was  poor  in  minerals  and  water  power  end  the  native  indus- 
tries of  textile-making  had  been  prnctieally  swallowed  up  by  the 
importation  of  cheap  Kunipeaii-made  prrMlucts  which  had  alw, 
destroyed  tlie  foreign  market  for  the  Syrian  textiles. 

North  of  Syria  lay  Kurdistan,  inhabited  by  wild  and  lawh 
semi-named  trik'S,   Moluimmedans  by  religion  and  shephei 
and    robbers   by    tradr'.      North   of    Kurdistan   were   the   loft 
mountain  rangea  and  plateaus,  rich   in  nndevelop*^!   minei 
products,  and  the  fertile  hill  slopes  and  valleys  of  Armenia. 

Armenia   Pn>p<»r,  as  this  mountainous  plateau   was  eal 
was  bounded  on  tlie  north  by  the  Black  Sea  and  Transcaucasia*^ 
on  the  east  by  Persia,  on  the  south  by  Mesopotamia  and  Persia 
and  on  the  west  by  Asia  Minor.    The  Armenians  were  in  pre^j 
historic  ages  a  short,  dark,  non-Aryan  race.     In  modern  tim< 
this  strain  still  formed  the  basic  peasant  type,  though  Arya 
conquerors  had   long  since   impressed   their  language   on 
country  and   their  blood  upon  the  upper  classes.     The 
Armenians  were  mostly  peasants  and  artisans,  poaaeased  of  ii 
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ftrong  instiurt  fi*r  nmintaiiiiug  their  racial  JntOfn'^ty.  In  1014 
the  Ajroeniaiis  living  in  tbe  Caiicaaiau  regions  numbered  about 
one  million  two  hundred  thMusimd,  those  living  in  Persia  nljout 
fifty  thousand  and  those  living  in  Asia  Minor  iinder  Turkish 
rule  about  one  million. 

The  Armenians  had  suffered  from  massacres  by  the  fanati- 
cal Turks  since  1!*>V*G.  In  1914  the  Turkish  Government 
adopted  a  policy  of  wholesale  masaaere  and  de[)ortrttiou  of  these 
people  to  the  coast  cities  of  Syria.  In  addition,  thousands  fled 
to  these  cities — Alepptn  Beirut,  Acre,  Jaffa,  Jerusalem  and 
Port  Said.  Syria,  a  poor  land,  could  not  support  them  and 
they  died  in  great  numbers  from  exposure,  disease  and  starva- 
tion. At  the  same  time  the  native  population  suffered  to  an 
almost  similar  degree. 

Turkey  declared  war  on  Russia  on  October  30,  1914,  and  on 
England  on  Novemlier  5.  Turkey  occupied  a  position  of  stra- 
tegic importance  in  that  as  long  as  the  Central  Powers,  of 
which  she  was  one,  c-ontrolled  the  Dardanelles,  the  Allies  would 
be  unable  to  get  supplies  to  Russia  from  the  south.  Military 
activities  in  the  soutlieasteru  theater  fell  into  five  principal 
campaigns — the  Turkish  offensive  in  the  Caucasus,  the  Gal- 
lipoli  Campaign  by  British  and  French  forces,  the  Turkish 
attack  on  the  Sue?:  Oaujd,  the  British  arlvanee  on  Meaopittamia, 
and  the  collapse  of  Turkey.  Early  in  1017  the  British  In^gan  a 
campaign  from  Kgypt  northeastward  through  Syria.  On 
December  10,  lOlT,  General  Sir  Edmund  Allenby,  in  com- 
mand of  British,  Indian  and  "Aozac"  troops,  e-ntered  Jeru- 
salem. 

In  1915  Dr.  Edwin  St.  John  Ward,  formerly  of  the  Medical 
Department  of  the  Syrian  Protestant  CuUege  at  Beirut,  was 
asked  by  the  Turkish  Goveruutent  to  make  a  survey  of  the 
Jerusalem  District  and  the  barren  regions  to  the  south  as  fur 
as  Bec^rsheba.  He  and  his  party  found  the  country  practically 
destitute  of  professir)nal  medical  and  nursing  service.  The 
importation  of  foreign  products  had  practically  ceased  and  the 
resources  of  the  ctMiutry  wore  insufficient  to  support  the  tre- 
mendously inflated  population.  Slow  starvation  faced  both  the 
native  and  refugee  population,  especially  in  Palestine. 

On  October  1,  1915,  relief  work  in  Asia  Minor  was  initiated 
by  a  strong  American  c<unmittee  called  tlie  American  Commit- 
tee for  Armenian  and  Syrian  Relief,    This  conunittee  appealed 


690   HISTORY  OF  AMERICAN  RED  CROSS  NfRSINO 


to  the  American  Red  Cross  during  the  early  sununor  of  191' 
for  financial  aid  and  the  miuutoa  of  a  meeting  of  the  Wi 
Council,  July  23,  1917,  record  the  following  action: 

The  chairman  stated  that  in  a  letter  dated  July  18.  1917'' 
(D.  K.  P.  SO),  Mr.  H.  S.  Lovctt,  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Cooperation,  had  presented  an  api)lication  from  the 
American  Committee  for  Armenian  and  Syrian  Ueliof,  dated, 
July  5,  19ir  (1).  K.  r.  Sy),  asking  that  the  Red  Cross  VV 
Council  appropriate  to  that  committee  for  its  relief  work 
Western  Asia,  the  sum  of  $300,000  per  month  for  the  n 
maining  eLx  months  of  the  calendar  year. 

He  further  statud  that  the  American  Committee  for 
mcniao  and  Svrinii  Helicf  hiid  during  the  period,  Octoher 
rJ15,  to  Aprifl,  I'.tlT,  raided  $3,400,000  to  carry  on  its  wofJ 
and  that  as  its  rnhninistration  expenses  were  met  privately^ 
the  committee  was  unable  to  devote  to  distinctly  relief  woi' 
one  hundred  cents  on  every  dollar  received  for  the  purposej 
that  at  a  conference  held  lant  Fehruary  attended  hy  Aj 
ba«sador  Morgenthau  and  the  foremost  authorities  on  \Ve.slei 
Asia,  figures  were  presented  showing  that  there  were  no  h 
than  ;;^. 144,000  jiersons  in  Western  A»ia  whose  death  couU 
be  prevented  only  by  direct  and  continued  lielp  and  that  on  a 
minimum  allowance  of  ten  cents  per  day  for  food,  $ri,O00.00U 
per  month  wuuhl  he  required  to  support  thetfc  people  unti 
they  could  be  restored  to  their  homes  on  a  self-HUpporti 
basis. 

He  further  stated  that  Ambassador  Eikus  had  report* 
that  the  Red  Cross  was  not  allowed  by  the  Turkish  fJoveri 
merit  to  carry  on  relief  work  iit^Af  within  tlie  Turkish  Kmpii 
and  that  the  American  Committee  for  Armenian  and  iSyrii 
Relief  was  the  only  organization  out&ide  of  the  Hed  Crosicei 
(controlled  by  the  Turkish  Government)  in  a  [>ot5itiou 
administer  relief  to  the  starving  Armenians  and  Syrians  ai 
certain  portions  of  the  Greek  population  in  llie  Turkish  K 
pire;  that  Ambassador  Elkus  had  ascertained  from  the  StJil 
Department  that  there  was  apparently  no  danger  of  intoi 
fereiu'e  by  the  Turkish  Oovernment  for  the  present  at  leai 
with  the  work  of  the  American  Committee  for  Armenian  anj 
Syrian  Helief,  and  that  in  order  to  safeguard  its  intrre^ts  tl 
former  assistant  treasurer  and  three  members  of  its  Const] 
tinople  Commission  had  been  made  attath^'S  of  the  Swcdii 
Ijegotion  now  representing  American  interests  in  Turkey. 

lie  further  stated  that  the  chainnan  of  the  Comroitt<v 
Co5peratioii    explained    that    the    discrepancy    between    t! 
amount  required,  namely.  $r^000,000   per  mouth,  and  tl 
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amount  asked  for  of  $300,000  per  month  was  due  to  the  fact 
that  man)'  of  the  needy  people  could  not  be  reached  and  the 
realization  that  demandn  would  be  made  upon  the  American 
Red  Cross  for  eo  many  other  wrjrthy  objects.  The  chflirnmn 
of  the  Committee  on  Coiiperalion  further  recommended  tiuit 
the  grant  of  $3iH).OU0  per  month  to  be  made  from  moutli  to 
month  at  the  pleat:ure  of  the  War  t^ouncil  instead  of  for  the 
remaining  five  months  in  the  ciilendar  year  as  requested  in  the 
application,  as  there  was  a  poeaibility  of  the  Committee's 
work  being  interrupted.  .  ,  . 


At  this  meeting  the  War  Council  voted  that  the  mm  of  $300,000 
should  he  appropriated  for  the  month  of  July,  lf)17,  for  use  by 
the  American  Committee  for  Armenian  nnd  Syrian  Relief, 
Similar  appropriations  were  made  each  month  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  year  1917. 

During  the  period  from  July.  1017,  to  February  28,  1019, 
the  American  Ked  Cross  contributed  to  the  American  Commit- 
tee for  Armenian  and  Svrian  Relief  $4,500,000  in  money  and 
$1,444.0:]2.54  in  fluppliea."" 

The  takinp  of  Jerusalem  by  the  British  in  December,  1917, 
opened  Pah'.stine  in  the  Allien  nnd  rcmnved  in  the  portitms  of 
Syria  then  under  British  military  control  the  restrictions  which 
the  Turkish  Govenmicnt  had  placed  upon  independent  Ameri- 
can Ked  Cross  activities* 

In  a  letter  addressed  to  the  War  Council  on  January  23, 
1918,  the  American  Committee  for  Armenian  and  S^Tian 
Kelief  stated  that  '*a  considerable  sum  of  money  had  recently 
hoon  contributed  to  the  above  cununittoe  from  Sunday  schools 
for  use  in  Palestine  and  that  in  view  of  the  advantages  that 
Avould  accrue  from  having  the  work  behind  the  British  Lines 
conducted  in  cooperation  with  or  under  the  nnme  of  the  Ameri- 
can Rod  Cross,  an  early  conference  with  that  society  was  re- 
quested to  consider  some  plan  whereby  the  best  results  could 
be  secured  in  relief  work  in  Palestine  and  other  countries." 
At  a  meeting  of  the  War  Council  held  on  January  20,  this 
letter  was  discusfled  and  plans  were  approA'ed  for  sending  an 
American  Red  Cross  eomniission  and  medical  units  to  Pales- 
tine under  the  Icadersliip  of  Dr.  St.  John  Ward,  then  serving 
as  a  member  of  the  American  Ked  Cross  Commission  for  France 
at  Paris  headquarters.     The  Commission  for  Palestine,  with 

""The  Work  of  thp  American  Red  Crosa  during  the  War:  A  Statement 
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Dr.  Wnrd  aa  deputy  cornmissioner,  was  appointed  by  the  W; 
CounciJ  at  a  nuetiiig  held  March  7,  1918.  On  April  17,  191 
Dr.  John  H.  Finley  was  app<^inted  commissioner  for  Palestint 

The     personnel     of    the     commission     nnmbtTod     fifty-four 
people;  ten  of  tliese  were  American  Red  Cross  nnrses,  six  we 
sunjeous,  three  were  sanitary  engineers  and  the  rest  were  soci 
service    workers,    tea(*hers    and    assistants    of    Tarious    t 
"TAvmity-threc*  incml)f'r8  had  been  either  missionaries,  teaebo 
or  persons  with  Home  prcvions  experience  in  the  near  Eas 
stated  the  Annual  Report,  1918,  of  tin*  Palestine  Comniiaaioi 
**and  sixteen  had  lieen  stationed  in  Syria,  Palestine  or  EgyptJ 

The  nursing  staff  was  selected  by  the  Nursing  Service 
National    Headquarters.      Edith    Madeira    was    chief    nur 
Miss  Madeira  was  a  graduate  of  the  Hopkins  School  and 
woman  of  wide  travel  and  broad  interests.     She  had  gaini 
administrative  experience  in  her  profession  as  superiutcnde 
of  nurses  of  the  Howard  Hospital  in  Philadelphia  and  at 
Mountainside    Hospitnl,    Montclair,    New    Jersey.     Morciiv 
she  was  a  public  healtli  niii'se  and  luid  served  as  Superintend 
of  the  Visiting  Nurse  Associations  at  Harrisburg,   Penns, 
vania.  and  at  Waterbury,  Connecticut. 

The    nurses   of   the    Paleutine   Commission   were    Ellen   M. 
Hamiltf>n,    Edith    M.    Haslam,    Kathcrine    Macklin,    Fran 
McQuuide,    Ann(^    L.    O'^Ialley,    Jessie    G.    Paterson»    Oil 
Ranger,  Lillian  M.  Spelnum  and  Emma  M.  Wood.     In 
tember,   1018,  five  additional  nurses  who  had  all  had  servi 
in  the  Near  East  and  spoke  Arabic,  joined  ^liss  Madeira's  sta 
They   were    (Airs.)    Lillian   (Vile   Sewny,   Beatrice  Archer, 
graduate  nurse  whom  the  British  Red  Cross  loaned  to  the  co 
raissinn ;  Ruth  Edtly,  Snra  Kaisermann,  a  graduate  of  the  O 
lege  Hospital^  Beirut,  and  a  Mrs.  Abrainsou,  another  Briti 
nurse. 

Relief  work  in  a  country  as  primitive  and  destitute  as  Syri 
in  11)17  otTere<l  difficulties  not  to  Iw*  encountered  in  <»ountr 
where   Occidental    methods  of  triivi*l   atid   staiidiirdd  cif   livi 
prevailed.     In  addition  to  the  regulation  eiiuipuient  for  me 
cal  and  nursing  aervice  and  general  relief,  the  supplii*a  of 
Palestine  Conmiisiiiou  included  twenty  motor  transport  vei 
e.lea^    complete    machinery    for    road-makiin^,    tractors,    ate 
pumps,   refrigerating   and    hoisting  machines,   phunhing,   ti 
compressing  and  electrical  materials,  machines  for  purifying 
water  and  thousands  of  feet  of  galvanized  and  st^  P'P^i^ 
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sewing  machines^  plows,  baud-cultivatora,  hoes,  rakes  and 
shovels. 

The  Commission  for  Palestine  sailed  from  New  York  City 
on  March  13,  1918,  ou  their  loii^  journey  an.nind  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope  to  Ceylon,  then  a<?rofl8  the  Arabian  Sea  and  north 
through  the  Red  S4'u  and  the  Sui'z  C'anul.  Tln^y  arrived  at 
Port  Said  on  Juno  11  and  entrained  for  Jerusalem. 

General  Allenby  rnnrle  his  hcadtpiartera  in  June,  1018,  at 
Ramleh,  thirty  miles  west  of  Jerusalem.  General  Sir  Arthur 
Aloney,  formerly  ehicf  of  staff  under  General  Maude  at  Bag- 
dad, was  chief  of  the  Occupied  Enemy  Territory  Administra- 
tion and  Colonel  R4jnald  Storrs  was  military  governor  of  Je- 
rusalem. Colonel  Storrs  turned  over  to  the  eoinniission  the 
old  Russian  Hospital  with  its  annex  and  half  the  large  Men's 
Hospice  within  the  Russian  Compound  and  also  a  large  resi* 
denee,  the  "Lord  Bute  House,"  which  was  liteuted  just  out- 
side the  south  prate  of  the  Compound.  These  buildings  had  been 
used  by  the  Turks  as  militiiry  hospitals  but  had  been  uuoccu- 
piwl  since  the  British  captured  the  Holy  Citjv 

Tile  members  of  the  commission  aiTived  in  Jerusalem  on 
June  18  and  literally  *'dug  into"  the  accumulated  filth  of  their 
new  quarters.  The  *'Lord  Bute  House"  was  used  f<tr  adminis- 
trative headquarters  and  the  former  Men's  Hospice  for  the  liv- 
ing quarters  of  the  personnel  of  the  commission.  **This  is  a 
picturesque  old  building,"  wrote  Miss  Madeira  to  Miss  Noyes, 
"and  has  gardens  and  lovely  corridors." 

The  Russian  Hospital  was  opened  on  August  22  after  heroic 
labor.  The  engineers  of  the  commission  had  been  forced  to 
go  down  iut*)  the  sewer  drains  thnnHolvea  to  show  the  amateur 
plumbers  how  to  work;  the  skilled  meehauics  in  Jerusalem 
were  then  serving  with  the  Turkish  Army.  Workrot>m8  were 
established  in  the  gardens  and  native  women  were  set  to  work 
pulling  out  the  stuffing  of  the  mattresses  for  disinfection,  then 
restufTing  and  resewing  them.  The  nurses  directed  the  work 
of  scrubbing  and  whitewashing  the  wards  of  the  hospital.  In  a 
report  sent  to  Miss  ^oyes  on  September  20,  Miss  Madeira 
wrote: 


The  hospital  building  !s  two  stories  high  and  has  huge 
halls  running  tlie  full  length  of  the  building  with  high, 
vaulted  ceilings.  The  pharmacy,  di.«pensary,  doctor's  otfice 
and  a  library  are  on  the  first  floor,  also  two  private  rooms  with 
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bath  and  a  large  bathroom  where  all  patients  receive  th 
initial  KTubbiii^  on  admission  to  tho  hospital     Ou  tlie  f\ 
floor  ATo  al^  t]if>  operating,  sterilizing  and  dressing  roon: 
Wards  accommodating  fifty  patients  occupy  the  second  flooi 
Altogether  it  is  an  up-to-date  hospital  and  is  being  run 
such, 

MisB    McQuaide    is    in    charge   of    it.      Miss    Eddy,    Mi«s 
Kaisermann  and  Mrs.  Sewny  are  head  nurses.     Miss  Wood 
has  the  operating-room  and  Mies  Archer  is  night  superviso; 
There  are  eight  native  nurses  and  three  orderlies. 


1 


Tho  work  of  the  Russian  Hospital  was  almost  entirely  aurgt'^ 
cal.     Many  of  the  native  farmers  and  the  rofugeos  ongagt^d  in 
agricnltnrul    work    in    thn    Jfrnsalcm    District    were    injured 
tlirough  the  accidental  explosion  of  shells  lost  or  left  by  the., 
armies  in  the  open  warfare  which  was  carried  on  in  Pak^tim 
This  method  of  warfare  as  opposed  to  trench  tactics,  prevent 
close  salvaging  of  the  battlefields.     During  the  st^ven  raont 
of  its  existence,  the  American  Red  Cross  Surgical  Hospital 
Jerusalem  treated  a  total  of  668  patients,  of  whom  402  we 
surgical  and  2fi0  medical  cases.     The  death  rate  was  3.7 
cent.     One  of  the  most  complete  and  valuable  phases  of  th 
hospital  service  was  the  bacteriological  department,  of  whi 
Nancy  Hamilton  was  in  charge. 

The  British  Forces  had  laid  out  extensive  plans  for 
American  Red  Cross  commisaiim,  oven  before  Dr.  Finley  and 
his  staff  arrived.  The  work  dealt  entirely  with  the  civili 
population.  One  of  the  first  p^^jec^8  undertaken  by  the  co 
mission  was  the  assignment  of  an  American  Red  Cross  nu 
to  tho  Turkish  Municipal  Hospital,  of  (55  bed  capacity, 
Jerusalem.  ^Miss  Mackliii  was  detailed  to  duty  there 
June  24  and  she  gradually  brought  order  out  of  chaos.  Miss 
Madeira  wrote: 

Miss  Macklin  found  disorder  and  filth  to  be  the  priuci] 
diffieullies.     Every  hall  and  corner  was  packed  full  of  rubbi 
intermixed  with  a  thm  layer  of  useful  things  thai  had  to 
sorted  out.    The  etpiipment  was  meager  but  has  been  8uppl< 
mented  slightly  by  requisitions  and  largely  by  the  redenipti< 
of  pitchers,  basins,  cnps,  plates  and  similar  articles  pukH  oi 
of  these  rubbish  heaps. 

The  laundr>"   was  reported  to  be  a  week  behind  with 
work,  but  it  took  more  than  a  month  and  three  laundresses 
overtake  that  ''week.''     This  laundry  slioold  be  seen  to 
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appreciated.  It  is  a  room  in  the  basement.  There  is  a  device 
for  drawing  water  and  a  rurioue  depression  where  water  ac- 
cumulate*. Tlie  work  is  done  by  women  sitting  on  the  floor 
with  huge,  flat  copper  tubs,  like  round  English  bathtubs,  in 
front  of  them.  Here  they  dabblo  the  clothoB  around  in  a  little 
water  and,  from  all  nppeuraiK-ew,  have  never  been  in  the  habit 
of  rinsing  them.  MIhs  ^laoklin  has  greatly  improved  con- 
ditions here  and  the  clothes  are  assuming  a  less  dusky  hue. 

Cleanliness  reigns  in  other  departments,  too,  and  tlie  pa- 
tients are  naturally  responding.  There  are  eight  native 
nurses,  with  no  training  to  speak  of  and  no  ideas  of  responsi- 
bility. Miss  Macklin  has  found  them  ambitious  to  learn  and 
very  teachable.    A  native  doctor  is  in  charge  of  the  hospital. 

Extensive  dispensary  and  public  health  nursing  service  was 
maintained  in  Jerusalem  and  the  outlying  regions.  Early  in 
July,  lied  Cross  physicians  were  assigned  to  visit  the  different 
deserted  convents  and  other  buildings  where  the  refugees  had 
taken  shelter.  Miss  Ellen  Hamilton,  one  of  the  nurses,  was 
assigned  to  go  with  one  of  the  doctors  on  his  rounds,  and  to- 
gether they  established  the  beginnings  of  a  traveling  dispensary 
service.  This  8er\nee  was  given  at  the  Carmelite  Convent  oa 
the  I^Iouut  of  Olives;  the  Franciscan  ^lonastery  on  the  road  to 
Bethany ;  the  Buehnrlea,  which  often  had  six  hundred  inmates 
at  one  time;  the  Greek  TTospitnl  and  schools;  th*^  Convent  of 
tiie  Holy  Cross;  the  Russian  Convent;  Bishop  Gobat's  school^ 
and  David's  Tower. 

Miss  Madiera  described  the  manner  In  which  this  service 
operated : 

The  Mukhatar.  or  head  man  of  the  place  or  of  tlie  par- 
ticular group  of  refugees,  gathers  together  all  the  sick  at  a 
time  anil  phice  designated  by  the  doctor.  When  he  and  Miss 
Hamilton  arrive,  he  examines  thorn  and  prescribes  treat- 
ment. She  treats  the  eyes,  makes  the  dressings  fln<l  assists 
him,  so  that  the  service  is  just  like  that  given  in  a  dispensary. 
Any  persons  wlio  are  too  sick  to  come  to  the  appointed  place 
are  visited  by  the  doctor  and  nurse. 

The  Bucharlea,  a  large  group  of  buildings  in  the  Jewish 
Quarter,  is  one  of  the  princijml  centers  of  this  type.  As  it 
seemed  in  a  worse  condition  than  the  others  and  was  over- 
crowded, we  uridortook  intensive  work  there.  Two  rooms 
were  .<;Glccteil,  a  cuujile  of  chairs  and  tables  were  secured  and 
a  meager  equipment  placed  tfiere*.  The  social  service  de- 
partment has  also  begun  work  anil  has  large  plans. 
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The  medical  and  nursing  service  provides  in  addition  to 
the  diepensary  service,  a  place  where  milk  can  be  prepared  and 
fed  to  babies,  thus  preventing^  the  father  from  drinking  it 
himself  or  selling  it.  Miss  Haslam  has  been  appKiinted  to 
serve  here  on  full  time.  She  has  a  native  heljKT  who  alfto 
interprets  for  her.  She  distributes  quinine,  treats  eyes,  pre- 
pares milk  and  sees  that  the  hahies  consume  it. 

At  the  Franciscan  Monastery  the  dispensary  service  waa 
held  outdoors.  "There  was  no  suitable  place  inside,"  wrote 
Miss  Madiera.  "In  one  room  four  jroats  and  a  donkey  were 
found  living  contentedly  with  a  largo  human  family.'* 

One  of  the  most  ambitious  undertakings  of  the  c^omraission 
in  Jerusalem  was  the  estahlishment  in  a  huilding  formerly  oc- 
rupied  by  the  Russian  Consulate  of  u  genenil  dis(M*niuiry,  u 
children's  hospital  and  a  homo  for  native  nurses.  The  Chil- 
dren's Hospital  was  opened  late  in  September  and  waa  of 
twenty  live  bed  capacity.  Miss  Spelman  was  placed  in  charge 
of  it  The  daily  attendance  at  the  dispensary  ranged  from 
forty  to  one  hundred  patients,  largely  children  sutTering  from 
malaria,  measles  and  diseases  due  to  malnutrition.  Of  the 
2331  cases  treated  1401  were  Moslems,  618  were  Greek  Ortho- 
dox, 138  were  Latin  Catholics  and  the  remaining  174  were  di- 
vided almost  equally  between  Armenians  and  Jews.  Of  the 
seventy-three  patients  who  died,  forty-three  succumbed  to 
malaria. 

Dental  clinics  were  maintained  at  the  Children's  Hospital 
and- by  January,  1010,  twelve  hundred  eases,  including  every 
type  of  patient  from  British  Army  officers  to  the  most  ema- 
ciated Moslem  child,  were  treated  tliere.  A  diet  kitchen  waa 
established  and  milk  and  food  given  to  babies  and  undemoui^ 
isbed  children. 

The  fiiml  rejx)rt  of  the  Children's  Hospital  gave  a  vivid 
account  of  the  types  of  patients  treated : 

When  the  American  Red  Cross  CBrae  to  Plleitine  in  the 
hot,  dusty  days  nf  June.  1018,  it  was  evident  to  the  workers 
that  a  second  slaughter  of  the  innocents  was  going  on  in  the 
land  of  the  Infant  ('hrist  ...  so  a  email  room  was  fitted  out 
as  a  clinic  for  children  of  five  years  and  under. 

The  Hun  blazed  down  on  the  open  I'ourt  which  the  waiting 
patients  shnred   with   fiftv  women   who   were  *  '    u'   ana 

disinfecting  a  legacy  of  Turkish  mattresses.     I  ^  fore- 

noon a  crowd  of  war-worn  mothers  came  to  us.    Tltervr  w9Tt 
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wives  of  Turkish  soldiers  who  had  vanished  in  the  retreat; 
there  were  wives  of  once  thrifty  artisans  and  tradesmen  now 
penniless  in  their  vain  effort  to  ward  off  the  draft;  there  were 
Deg)?ared  refugees  from  ''bpyond  Jordan"  and  "up  Nabulous 
way"  and  there  were  peasant  women  in  ragged,  quaintly- 
embroidered  coptumet*,  women  hunger  spent  and  exhausted 
from  a  three-mile  walk  along  stony,  dust-choked  roads,  their 
foreheads  chafed  raw  with  the  roi)e  of  the  taddle-bag  in  which 
were  carried  their  sick  children. 

These  mothers,  gaunt  frnni  starvntion  and  malarial  poison- 
ing, would  lie  at  length  on  the  paving,  taking  what  comfort 
they  could  from  the  hat  stones  when  the  ague-fit  shook  them. 
The  children  and  babien  also  tihivorcd  and  burned,  strangled 
in  ])aroxysnis  of  whoopinij-cough,  squirmed  under  the  teas- 
ings  of  skin  diseases  or  burrowed  their  tiny  skull-Hke  faces 
against  the  mother's  empty  wrinkled  breasts  in  fruitless  search 
for  food. 

In  all  Jerusalem,  the  color  of  war  prevails — on  the  dust- 
peppered  olive  trees  of  the  gray  and  dusty  city,  in  the  haze 
which  envelops  the  lorries,  the  cavalry,  the  infantry  always 
on  the  move  northwards,  on  the  thousands  of  camouffaged 
tents  and  the  uniforms  of  the  Tommies  and  over  the  bare 
parched  hills  and  sterile  valleys. 

All  of  Palestine,  the  land  across  which  tJic  chariots  of  Alex- 
ander's warriors  had  swept,  and  which  in  turn  had  been  the 
provTuce  of  Rome,  tho  Holy  ground  on  which  the  Crusaders 
had  pitched  their  grny-huod  siJkcMi  tents,  the  stronghold  of  the 
Tnrk,  was  again  in  lf>17  the  battle-ground  of  the  East  and  the 
West     Miss  Madiera  wrote: 

The  whole  country  is  a  camp  anrl  war  the  main  business, 
yet  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  we  constantly  hear  the  guns  and 
that  airplanes  fly  overhead,  we  seem  to  have  lost  all  sense  of 
the  reality  of  war.  The  paraphernalia  of  war  seems  just  a 
part  of  the  day's  work  in  this  barren  land  of  stones  and  dust 
and  we  no  kinger  think  of  it.  Of  course,  we  do  not  see  any  of 
the  wounded — only  the  civil  population,  but  in  traveling  about 
from  one  station  to  another  outside  of  Jerusalem,  one  is  again 
and  again  impressed,  almost  overwhelmed,  with  the  fact  that 
the  business  end  of  modern  warfare  is  tremendous. 

In  addition  to  the  relief  work  in  the  Holy  City,  the  British 
Forces  had  included  in  their  plans  an  extension  of  American 
Red  Cross  work  sonthward  ns  far  as  Port  Said  and  later  north- 
ward as  far  as  the  advancing  front  permitted. 
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The  Refugee  Camp  at  Wadi   Siirar  'Wfls  one  of  the  fi 
places  outside  of  Jenisalem  to  which   American  Red  C 
nurses  were  assigned.     Miss  Madiera  "wrote: 

Our  next  venture  was  to  take  over  the  Tent  Hospital 
Warli  Siirar,  where  the  refugeet^,  driven  from  their  homes 
near  the  firing-line,  and  the  Armenians  were  concentrated. 
When  we  first  saw  the  camp,  ahout  3500  people  were  there, 
half  of  them  Arnicniuiis.  Wadi  Surar  acted  only  as  a  deten- 
tion camp  for  Armenians;  here  they  were  placed  under  obscr 
vati(m  and  if  found  free  from  infectious  diseases,  were  sent 
to  the  Armenian  Refugee  Camp  at  Port  Said. 

All  tlie  refugees  at  Wadi  Surar  were  living  in  bell  tents  a 
sleeping  on  the  ground,  as  is  their  custom,  even  with  t 
sick.    The  first  impression  of  Wadi  Surar  was  of  sand  and 
tent**;  tonta  and  snnd.  with  a  wonderful  view  of  the  hills  he 
yond.    This  view  and  a  fine  breeze  redeems  the  situation,  for 
it  is  hot  and  cheerless  otherwise.     Among  the  tents  are  sh 
ters  where  the  refugees  in  their  picturesque  rags  assemble 
cook  and  eat.    Everything  is  very  primitive. 
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Lillian  Spclman  and  Olive  Ranger,  both  of  them  nurses, 
were  sent  to  Wadi  Surar  on  July  9  and  found  that  the  camp 
was  bojng  run  by  a  young  English  doctor,  ''in  appearance  not^ 
more  uan  seventeen  years,"  wrote  Miss  Madiera,  **but  uatu^H! 
allj  he  is  much  older  nnd  is  doing  splendid  work."  There 
were  three  other  ofiicera  and  the  American  nurses  took  with 
ihora  three  eapiible  native  women  and  two  orderlies,  also  ten! 
and  full  camp  (M|iiipment. 

The  Camp  Hospital  was  composed  of  bell  tents  set  up  a  little 
distance  from  the  camp  proper.     Miss  Madiera  wrote: 


Here  paticntfi  left  at  will,  babies  arrived  without  raedi 
assistance  which  did  not  even  seem  to  be  exj>ected ;  i>eop 
died  without  the  doctor  being  sent  for.    The  hospital  equip- 
ment was  poor;  there  were  no  clean  clothes  or  linen  and  v<» 
few  uten.sils.  Egyptian  tomargies  hud  previously  done  whai 
ever  nursing  had  existed  but  they  were  discharged  bcforo  o 
nurses  arrived. 

The  work  was  divided.    Miss  Spclman  concentrated  on  th« 
80-called  Hospital  and  Miss  Ranger  took  care  of  the  patien 
with  minor  ailments  who  did  not  need  hospital  care.  In  t 
Hospital,  native  nur?ies  were  instructed  in  proper  bathing  a 
the  care  of  the  patients,  with  special  emphasis  upon  gent 
ness.     Soon  the  kinder  care  made  the  hospital  much 
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popular.  With  the  advent  of  the  social  service  workers  and 
their  supplies,  the  refugee  women  were  ^ven  sewing  to  do 
and  more  adequate  linen  and  garmeutti  for  the  hospital  were 
8iip|)lied.  Then  came  the  larger  tents  and  the  whole  hospital 
was  moved  to  a  better  site  uiid  was  enclosed  liy  a  harhud- 
wire  fence  with  one  opeuing  at  which  a  guard  was  placed. 
He  prevented  the  continuous  visiting  and  mingling  of  sick 
and  well. 

The  prevalent  diseases  thronghout  the  Palestine  area  were 
malaria,  dysentery,  ophthalmia,  trachoma  and  skiu  diseases  due 
to  the  starvation  diet. 

In  September,  1918,  the  Armenians  at  Wadi  Surar  were 
sent  en  masse  to  Port  Said.  Military  activities  in  the  north 
were  resumed  and  as  the  British  Forces  i>rcs8cd  on  some  refu- 
gees returned  to  the  recuptiircd  tcrrit()ry.  Others  sent  to 
harvest  the  figs  and  grapes  which  were  ripening  in  the  groves 
near  Jerusalem.  Thus  the  population  of  the  Camp  on  the 
sands  diminished  to  eight  hundred  souls.  However,  the  Hos- 
pital continued  to  draw  its  average  of  one  hundred  patients, 
"due  largely  to  the  kind  care  they  receive,"  wrote  Miss 
Madiera. 

Northwest  of  Jenisalem  on  the  Mediterranean  shore  was 
situated  the  sea-town  of  Jaffa.  During  the  first  years  of  the 
war  the  population  of  the  city  was  about  TIkOOO.  In  March, 
1917^  the  Turks  had  ordered  the  entire  civilian  population  to 
evacuate  Jaffa,  on  (he  grounds  that  it  might  suffer  from  British 
bomhardment.  The  Turkish  ami  Teutonic  military  authorities 
loaded  the  poorer  pf'op]4'  into  railnmd  trucks  and  atjirted  tlieni 
south  toward  iiouis,  KaniU'h  and  laidd.  Moat  of  the  refugees 
remained  in  these  ncig!il)oring  towns  but  some  of  them  fled  as 
far  east  as  derusalem,  Damascus  and  the  small  Palestine  vil- 
lages. Of  the  entire  civilian  population  of  Jaffa,  the  Turks 
allowed  some  seven  shopowners  to  remain  to  run  their  stores 
and  the  o\vner  of  an  orange  grove  tn  stay  on  his  property.  This 
orange  grove  served  as  a  place  of  refuge  for  two  hundred  others. 
With  the  city  empty,  the  enemy  stripped  the  houses  and  stores 
of  timU-r  and  iron  for  defensive  works  further  south.  Looting 
was  rife. 

On  November  Ifi,  1917,  the  Hritish  took  Jaffa  and  in  a 
week  the  refugees  came  .^treiiming  back.  But  the  economic 
and  sanitary  recovery  of  the  city  was  slow.  The  British  au- 
thorities  gave  employment   to   able-bodied   men   and   boys   in 
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road-making  and  sot  aome  of  the  women  to  work  at  laundering 
and  mending  and  at  making  mattrosac^s.  The  British  also  sup- 
plied food  to  tlie  destitute  until  they  discovered  that  at  least 
14  per  cent  of  the  recipients  were  professional  beggars.  Then 
they  ceased  and  turned  the  situation  over  to  the  American 
Relief  organizations. 

The  Commission  for  Palestine  undertook  extensive  social  serv- 
ice work  and  medical  relief  in  Ja^a.  On  July  2  Miss  Pater- 
son  was  sent  from  Jerusalem  to  Jaffa  to  take  over  the  Infectious 
Disease  Hospital.  The  building  had  been  used  by  the  Turks 
as  a  quarantine  station  and  was  located  on  the  beach.  Motors 
could  not  get  to  it  on  account  of  the  deep  sand.  Miss  Paterson 
waded  through  the  sand  to  the  hospital  and  found  there  the 
usual  dirty  bnildings  and  tents.     Aliss  Madiera  wrote: 
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The  institution  was  absolutely  without  system.    Meals  were 
never  prepared  at  a  regidar  time  and  the  dirty  dishes  lay 
around  from  one  meal  to  the  next.     The  washing  was  doi 
at  the  pleasure  of  the  laundresses.     When  patients  were 
charged,  the  bed  linen  was  not  changed  unless  it  was  uns] 
ably   dirty  and   the  hlankots  were  never  sterilized  or 
And  this  an  infectious  hospital  I 

There  Mas  not  a  single  clock  in  the  whole  place  and  no  oiy^. 
had  a  watch  that  kept  time.     Patients  were  admitted  in 
very  crude  way  by  the  ward  maid  or  male  ^ervaut 
young  and   untidy  Jewish  girls  acted  as  nurses.     The 
ployees  slept  in  any  vacant  bed  in  the  wards  and  ate  theft*^' 
meals  in  any  part  of  the  hospital. 

Miss  Paterson  moved  into  the  hospital  as  soon  as  a  room 
could  be  furnished  for  her.  purchased  a  clock  and  started  in. 
The  laundresses  were  [irevailed  upon  to  wash  Hvc  days  and 
meud  one.  The  hospital  was  deaned  and  tlie  kitchen  reor- 
ganized. Patients  were  admitted  by  the  nurse,  and  kept  in 
tent«  until  definite  dingnosis  had  been  made.  .\  timr  Si-heduU 
was  arranged  so  that  all  employees  were  getting  one-half  day 
off  duty  a  week  and  two  hours  daily.  Conifftrtnblf  (tlreping 
quarters  were  provided  ffir  tfiem  and  a  dining  room  for  the 
nurseM,  whd  were  taught  simple  nursing  ear*.  Every  one  was 
given  (h^finite  work  and  was  held  responsible  for  titat  work 
and  that  alone. 

On  September  13,  when  Miss  Paterson  was  recalled  to  other 
work,  she  fnrned  over  a  well-orgwnized  establishment  to  her 
BuecesAor.    The  question  as  to  how  long  it  would  remain  so  was 
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one  of  the  genuinely  disi-ou raging  questions  which  all  Occi- 
dental workers  experienced  in  the  Near  East.  Nurse*'  letters 
record  that  the  efficipn<'y  of  the  professionully-traiaed  Ameri- 
can nurses  throughout  Palestine  was  a  souri'o  of  ainazemcDt 
and  incomprehension  to  the  Oriental  mind. 

East  of  Jaffa  lay  Kanilehj  the  first  stopping-place  of  the 
refugees.  The  Commission  for  Palestine  sent  a  medical  unit  to 
Ramleh  on  July  15,  liH8,  They  pitched  their  tents  in  a  dust- 
gray  olive  grove  hehind  the  Crusader's  Tower  and  went  to  work 
among  the  refugee  and  native  population  of  Ludd  an*!  Ramleh. 

Emma  Wood  was  the  nurse  of  the  unit  and  she  took  over  the 
direction  of  a  small  hospital  of  twelve  heda  at  Ramleh  and  a 
dispensary  at  Ludd,  l>oth  of  whieh  hud  been  starti'd  by  tiie 
Medical  Department  of  the  British  Occupied  Enemy  Territory 
Administration.     Miss  Madiera  wrote: 

The  hospital  deserves  description.  It  is  a  roof,  with  a 
number  of  rooms  around  the  outer  edge,  which  are  used  for 
patients,  nurses,  operating-rtjom.  kitchen,  laundry  and  store- 
rooms. 

The  dispensarips  arc  most  inlcrpsting  places.  A  room 
which  was  needer]  for  one  of  them  had  been  the  lodging-pluce 
of  an  untidy  but  very  contented  donkey.  At  lirst  the  dispen- 
saries were  hanl  to  manage  because  the  crowds,  eager  for  care, 
were  disorderly,  but  eventually  system  was  established  and 
they  now  draw  patients  from  Hnnileh.  Ludd  and  many  sur- 
rounding villages.  The  natives  lay  their  sick  at  the  doors. 
One  mati  dying  of  tuberrulosis  was  found  lying  across  the 
threshold  in  extreme  exhaustion  ;  he  had  walked  four  miles  to 
get  there,  as  he  had  heard  there  was  a  great  healer  there.  It 
was  too  late;  he  died  that  night. 

Worth  of  Jaffa  was  the  seaport  of  Haifa,  where  on  October  14 
the  American  lied  Gross  opened  a  hospital  for  civilians.  The 
building  was  the  former  German  Hospital  which  had  been 
used,  previous  to  its  occupation  by  the  American  Red  Cross 
staff,  by  the  French.  Miss  Paterson  and  Aliss  Ranger  were  in 
charge  of  the  nursing  activities  and  the  general  ree<iuipment 
of  the  hospital.  Of  the  type  of  cases  treated  at  Haifa,  Henry 
S.  Huntington,  a  Red  Cross  worker  assigned  there,  wrote: 

The  head  doctor  picked  up  the  lamp  after  supper  to  give 
me  a  look  around.  We  came  into  the  wouu'n's  ward.  Two 
women  were  sitting  up  in  bed,  one  of  them  an  affectionate- 
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faced,  hunch-backed  Jewess  suffering  from  tuberculosis  and 
Bright's  disease,  the  (»tlier  a  bomb  case.  In  another  bed  was 
a  woman  and  her  len-year-old  son ;  they  had  walked  to  Haifa 
from  Beirut,  one  hundred  miles  away,  and  arrived  here  fdthy 
and  covered  with  scab?  and  sores.  The  mother's  diet  had  to 
be  limited  and  slie  culled  her  boy  one  day  becaui?e  he  refused 
to  give  his  foo(]  to  her.  We  have  to  keep  them  in  one  bed — no 
room  for  a  children's  wnrd. 

Tn  the  men's  ward,  we  found  men  suffering  with  "amo?bic 
dysentery,'*  the  doctor  called  it.  cases  of  influenza  and  pneu- 
monia, wounded  with  their  arms  shattered  by  hand  grenade*. 

An  out-patient  clinic  was  maintained  at  Haija  where  an 
average  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  cases  a  day  were  treated.  Mr. 
Huntington  wrote: 

Before  the  door  was  opened,  the  patienta  had  gathered 
there,  motlicrs  with  gaunt,  paper-gray  babies;  children  with 
red-rimmed  eyes  sore  with  the  world-wide  diseases  of  bad 
parentage;  Armenian  refugees;  malaria  patients  by  the 
dozi'ns;  |x*oplo  with  bandaged  hands  or  feet.  The  costumes 
were  mostly  half  Kuropean,  but  of  course,  it  all  takes  one  back 
nearly  nineteen  hundred  years  to  other  clinics  held  in  Galilee. 
Jew  and  Gentile  and  Samaritan  were  still  here  in  effect. 

In  the  busy  rcK»m  where  the  Greek  doctor,  himself  a  nonii^| 
nal  prisoner  of  war,  prescribes  for  the  patients  and  our  Reo™ 
Cross  nurse  attends  to  the  dressings  while  the  young  Armen- 
ian clerk  enters  the  cases  on  his  cards,  we  picked  out  a  imii 
or  woman  to  talk  with.     One  family  were  Maronit«s  from 
Lebanon   villaije  formerly  of  one  thousand  people.     Half 
them  are  n(»w  dead  of  starvation.     *'Do  you  want  to  go  ba< 
to  your  home  country?''  we  asked.    "There  is  nothing  tlierc/ 
the  man  answered.     **\Vc  had  a  hotel.     One  rejjimeut  <-ai 
and  took  a  little,  another  regiment  came  and  took  a  little; 
it  went.     It  is  beautiful  here  compared  to  what  it  was  there.' 

Another  man  to  whom  we  talked  was  Balthasar  Artin 
Marash.     He  awaited  his  fate  with  calmness.     *'lf  you  kiH' 
us,"  he  said,  "you  kill  us.    If  you  save  us  alive,  we  live.    We 
are  your  property.*'    Scht  him  was  a  chdd  who  sat  down 
the  flo«ir  and  cried,  for  the  jmin  in  his  foot.     As  his  motht 
talked,  the  llios  gathered  on  the  dressiiijjti  of  the  child's  »oi 
The  niiilher,  t(H»,  had  a  finger  to  be  trcnt«*d.     Her  husbani 
died  in  the  army.    The  husbands  of  a  quarter  of  Haija  wives 
are  dead  or  missing. 

There  also  were  black-veiled  Moslem  women  who  numd 
their  babies  as  they   waited,  women  wearing  gold  braceletB 
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and  variegated  necklaces  niade  in  Beirut  out  of  gold  coin. 
They  pay  their  fee  of  five  piasters  (twenty-five  cents)  and 
nurse  their  babies  as  they  Bit  waiting.  ,  ,  , 

In  one  corner  were  a  Mohnniniedan  husband  and  wife.  His 
name  was  Victory-of-Uod  Brass,  as  translated.  She  was  an 
orphan.  He  had  married  her  at  the  be^'nning  of  the  war, 
duwcrlesa  thcni^h  «!ic  was,  in  unlcr  tu  avoid  military  service; 
here  was  the  Turkisli  law  for  the  protection  of  women.  How- 
ever, the  Turks  took  him  as  a  soldier  just  the  same  and  he 
came  back  from  Dainu.stus  with  dysentery  and  liid  about  here 
to  avoid  going  back  to  the  army.  .  .  . 

"Why  do  you  think  we  come  here?**  we  asked  a  Moham- 
medan woman  carrying  a  baby  whose  head  was  covered  with 
sores  and  from  whose  small  ears  heavy  gold  rings  hung. 
"Because  we  needed  a  good  doctor  here  and  God  willed  it," 
she  answered. 

Across  the  bay  from  Haija  was  Acre.  There  the  American 
Red  Cross  established  a  hospital  and  clinical  service  in  the 
former  BaVs  house  which  overlooked  the  old  moat  built  by  the 
Crusaders.  The  staff  at  Ilaija  did  the  work  at  Acre  until  addi- 
tional dcxitors  and  nurses  arrived  in  IDlt), 

On  September  23,  1918,  General  Allonby's  forces  took  Ti- 
berias. Several  days  later  cholera  broke  out  in  the  city  and 
the  Occupied  Enemy  Territitry  Administration  callod  upon  the 
American  Red  Cross  commission  to  assist  in  lighting  it.  Miss 
Madiera  wrote: 

On  October  4,  Colonel  Ward,  Miss  Ellen  Hamilton  and  I 
went  up  to  Tiberias.  We  were  only  a  few  days  U'hind  the 
advancing  troops;  the  dead  lay  uiihuried ;  the  shattered  lorries 
were  stajiding  jubt  whore  they  had  been  bombed;  papers  and 
debris  were  everywlicre. 

We  went  firr^t  to  Nabkis  and  then  on  to  J ,  where 

we  stopped  in  an  empty  house  in  which  one  of  our  doctors 
had  been  working.  We  unpacked  our  cots  and  made  them  up, 
mosquito  netting  auJ  all,  and  in  the  morning  rolled  up  our 
beds  again  and  were  oJT.  The  Turkish  and  Cernian  prisoners 
were  pouring  in  and  while  our  things  were  being  loaded  on 
our  truck  we  watched  them  receiving  their  rations.  Then  on 
we  went  to  Nazareth,  where  we  stopped  at  the  Church  of  the 
Annunciation;  it  was  Sunday  and  we  were  present  at  the 
first  service  since  the  occupation.    Then  on  to  Tiberias. 

Such  scenery  you  do  not  often  see.  The  color  was  mag- 
nificent and  the  blue  sea  of  Tiberias  truly  beautiful.     The 
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heat  wns  inteuHe;  Tibcrifts  ia  680  feet  below  sea-level  and  a 

sirocco  was  blowing. 

We  went  at  once  to  the  Governor's  and  he  asked  us 
luncheon.    He  had  been  there  three  days  and  his  table  equi 
ment  and  furniture  were  distinctly  sketcliy.     The  [British] 
doctor  had  been  there  two  days  and  had  had  a  [BritishJ  n 
one  day. 

In  tho  afternoon  we  went  to  see  the  hospital.    Such  a  sta 
of  aifairs!     Men,  women  and  children  lay  on  the  beds 
mattresses  ur  on  the?  tile  floors,  all  inixitd  up  and  all  h 
naked.    The  filth  wan  indescribable  and  there  was  no  linen, 
plumlting^,  no  water  t^uppiy. 

Tile  next  uioruing  we  took  charge,  sent  for  nurses  an 
supplies,  had  water  carried  in,  locked  up  the  brandy  whi 
the  attendants  had  beeu  consuming  and  worked  like  dogs 
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Miss  Madiera  took  over  the  reorganization  of  the  hospital  and 
Miss  Hamilton  assisted  Captain  Clark,  the  British  military 
surgeon  who  was  then  spending  all  his  time  giving  saline  injec' 
tions  whirh  is  tho  tirst  treatment  for  cholera. 

Modem  sanitary  provisions  at  Tiberias  were  critically  inade^^ 
qiiate.     "The  king  of  the  fleas  and  nil  his  court/'  an  Arabia^^ 
proverb  ran,  "live  in  Tilx-rias."     Supplies  of  all  kinds  wer^* 
meager.     The  British  go'venior  commandeered  dishes  and  other 
essentials  fc»r  the  patients  and  told  the  Red  Cross  workers  to 
"go  down  to  the  German  dump  and  help  yourselves."     Out 
these  stores  eame  tables,  cupl>oards,  more  dishes  and  basins, 
lorry  was  sc'ut  to  Jenisalem  for  Red  Cross  linen,  but  when  tl 
linen  had  Ix^en  put  to  use  in  TiU^rias,  it  began  to  disap[>earj 
finally  a  valuable  ring  waa  found  missing.     So  a  search  was 
made  of  the  patients  and  under  the  loose  Oriental  clothes  the 
missing  sheets,  pillow  cases  and  towels  were  found  wound  about 
the  patients'  waists. 

The  British  themselves  took  active  steps  to  break  the  epi- 
demic    One  of  the  first  measures  was  to  forbid  the  use  of  the 
lake  water  and  a  Tommie  was  stationed  to  guard  each  of  th^J 
streets  that  led  down  to  the  sea.    "Part  of  the  people  appn>ved,^| 
wrote  Mr.  Iluntingt4jn,  "part  of  them  sighed  and  by  night  went 
down  and  stole  tlie  water,  but  most  of  them  walked  up  to 
new  taps  or  to  tJie  places  where  aafe  well-water  waa  pumped 
to  the  roadside  and  awaite<l  their  turn  for  tlie  (chlorine  wate 
Whenever  the  nuiniripHi  dm'tor  on  Win  daily  rounds  disiMvered 
a  case^  the  Btretcher-bearers  brought  the  patient  to  tho  Red 


KURSING  SERVICE  TO  CIVILIAN  POrULATION    906 


Cross  Hospital  niid  the  inspector's  gang  disinfected  the  house, 
burned  up  wooden  dishes  and  replaced  them  with  iron,  de- 
stroyed old  clothing  untit  for  further  wear  and  disinfected  the 
rest."    City-wide  vaccination  was  also  carried  on. 

Within  five  days  after  the  arrival  of  Colonel  Ward's  first 
unit,  the  cholera  was  almost  in  hand  and  when  a  week  later  the 
hospital  was  turned  over  permaueutly  to  the  Zionists,  not  a 
single  case  existed. 

On  her  way  back  from  Tiberias  to  Jerusalem,  Miss  Madiera 
visited  the  two  American  Red  Cross  nurses  who  were  then 
working  in  Es  Salt,  au  isolated  hiU-town  east  of  the  Jordan 
River.  Es  Salt  was  greatly  overcrowded  with  refugees  and  its 
population  was  seventeen  thousand  people.  Health  conditions 
existed  there  similar  to  those  at  Acre,  Haija  and  Jaffa,  so  the 
Commission  for  Palestine  had  sent  two  American  Red  Cross 
nurses  and  a  doctor  on  October  17  to  establish  a  small  hospital 
and  dispensary.  Mrs.  Sewuy  was  the  nurse  in  charge.  Miss 
Madiera  wrote: 

The  trip  to  Es  Salt  was  a  very  beautiful  one — down  by 
Jericho  and  acrosH  the  Jordan  and  up  the  mountains  for  a  six 
hours'  climb.  Although  Es  Salt  Mas  conquered  by  the  British 
with  the  help  of  the  Hejesi  truops,  it  lies  outside  of  the  Occu- 
pied Enemy  Tprritory  Zone  and  is  in  the  poHseHsioii  of  the 
Arabt*.  It  is  situated  on  the  steep  sides  of  two  high  hills.  Up 
to  the  very  top  the  patlis  run  and  down  to  the  valley  below, 
through  which  a  stream  flows  briskly  along. 

Many  of  the  refugees  we  have  had  all  summer  in  Jerusalem 
came  from  Kb  Salt  and  I  saw  numerous  oltl  friends  there. 
Many  of  the  houses  have  no  roofs,  windows  or  any  woodwork, 
[The  timber  han  been  carried  away  by  the  eneray  and  used  for 
defensive  works.]  The  hospitiil  is  hig!i  upon  the  hillside 
and  is  reacheil  by  walking  over  the  roof  of  the  church.  Doors 
and  windows  are  being  mitde  for  it  and  it  is  the  craziest- 
looking  place  imaginable.  Lumber  is  so  scarce  that  the  prices 
are  prohibitive,  so  doors,  windows,  shelves,  tables  and  other 
pieces  of  furniture  arc  being  made  from  scraps.  The  bedside 
tables  are  old  German  music  stands  with  pieces  of  wood  for 
the  top.  I  painted  the  tops  of  such  tables  and  shelves  for  the 
operating-room. 

Many  of  the  women  who  came  to  the  clinics  at  Es  Salt  were 
of  the  spirited  Arabian  type.  Dr.  Laurence,  one  of  the  Red 
Cross  physicians,  wrote  of  them : 
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TTip  Salt  women  are  tall  niic!  upstanding,  with  a  lithe  swij 
and  well-cut  features  outlined  by  close  Madonna-like  h< 
draperies.     They  are  ornately  tatooed  in  indigo>  a  heai 
trellis  on  the  chin  and  neck,  a  cross  between  the  eyes  ai 
beauty  ppots  scattered  over  the  checks.    Their  heyond-Jordi 
Arabic  i?  quaint:     '*<)ur  bread  is  bitter;**  "the  Turks  hai 
toasted  us  like  meat  on  a  spit;"  "the  age  of  this  child  is  tl 
count  of  my  fingers"  (five  years)  ;  **he  was  born  in  the  y 
of  the  visitation  of  the  locusts;"  "I  live  near  the  gate  of  tl 
Pillar  (Damascus)  under  a  fig  tree.'*    Indeed,  the  writing 
addresses  never  becomes  monotonous,  as  they  are  apt  to  be  tl 
Mount  of  Olives,  the  Prison  of  the  Christ,  the  Via  Doloi 

The  British  advance  had  opened  up  the  way  for  Amcrii 
Red  Cross  general  "relief — and  medical  service,  where  urgent 
needed — in  the  villages  north  of  Jerusalem,  villages  occupyii 
historic  and  often  Holy  ground.  Red  Cross  work  was  uudei 
taken  in  twenty-two  such  towns:  in  Bcit-In  which  was  anei< 
Bethal;  in  Beit-ur-el-Foka  which  was  the  upper  Beth  Heroi 
in  Yalo  which  was,  wrote  Lieutenant  G.  C.  Hunter,  a  Red  Ci 
worker,  the  Ajalon  "of  the  valley  down  which  Joshua  hid  hi 
men,  where  Gallus  in  66  A.  D.  met  defeat,  where  Richai 
the  Lion-Hcarted  gained  the  heights  and  where  the  last  great 
crusader  of  Richard's  race  drove  back  the  Turks  and  won 
Jerusalem."  Of  the  refugees  from  the  north,  who  in  the 
winter  of  1918  crowded  these  villages,  Lieutenant  Hunter 
wrote: 


They  are  the  most  homesick  lot  imaginable.  The  authori* 
ties  provided  a  splendid  camp  for  them  with  abundant  f< 
and  water  and  they  stuck  it  out  there  until  the  Time  of  tl 
big  harvest.  Then  they  dribbled  away,  n  hundred  in  a  nig! 
some  on  donkeys  but  most  of  them  on  foot,  and  cnmo  sa  fi 
north  as  the  white  stones  which  mark  the  line  over  which  th( 
mav  not  cross.  In  the  little  stone  towers  of  the  grape  and 
orchards  on  the  mountain  sides,  they  ait  and  look  off  towi 
their  homes  in  the  north  where  the  shells  break  and  all 
British  tents  are  camouflaged. 

During  October,  1918,  General  Allenby  was  pushing  north- 
ward through  S\Tia  and  at  tin-  same  time  tin*  British  Forcei 
under  General  Marshall  were  advancing  norlhwi^st  along 
Tigris  River  fmm  Bagdad.  With  the  capture  of  Kaloh  Shi 
ghat,  which  cut  the  Turkish-Teutonic  line  of  oonuuuuiciitii 
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with  Mosul,  and  the  fall  of  Aleppo,  the  chief  base  of  supplies 
of  the  Turkish-German  Armies  in  Asia  Minor,  supreme  dis- 
aster faeed  the  Ottonmii  Empire.  On  Octolxir  30,  Turkish  rep- 
resentatives accepted  the  British  terms  of  peace,  which  were 
praotieall^V  of  uucouditioual  surrender.  Thus  ended  the  bril- 
liant Syrian  and  ^fesapntaniian  Campaign  and  the  seven-cen- 
turv  old  mastery  of  the  Turk  in  the  Holy  Land- 
Following  the  British  victories  in  Asia  Elinor,  Turkey  in 
Asia  and  Caucasian  Kussia,  where  thousands  of  destitute  men, 
women  and  children  were  existing  as  beat  they  could,  were 
opened  to  Allied  relief  organizations.  The  problem  was  too 
large  for  the  American  Red  Cross  alone,  and,  moreover,  the 
American  Committee  for  Armenian  and  Syrian  Relief  had  been 
longer  in  the  field  and  bad  no  other  responsibilities  such  as 
those  confronting  the  American  Red  Cross.  Extensive  plans 
for  relief  in  the  Xear  East  were  undertaken  early  in  1919  by 
the  American  Committee  for  Armenian  and  Syrian  Relief. 
One  of  the  first  steps  w^as  to  bring  about  its  incorporation  by 
Art  of  Congress  when  it  became  known  as  the  American  Com- 
mittee for  Relief  in  the  Near  East.  It  ultimately  absorbed 
in  1910  and  11)20  the  activities  of  the  American  Relief  Ad- 
ministration and  the  American  Red  Cross  and  to  quote  from  its 
Annual  Report  for  1021,  was  "the  only  American  relief  agency 
operating  extensively  in  Constantinople  and  the  adjoining  terri- 
tory in  European  Turkey,  Thrace.  Anatolia,  Armenia,  Cilicia, 
Kurdestan,  S}Tia,  Palestine,  Mesopotamia,  Persia  and  Trans- 
Caucasia  (Russia)  including  Russian  Armenia." 

This  committee  called  upon  the  American  Red  Cross  Nurs- 
ing Service  to  supply  nurses  to  work  under  its  own  auspices  in 
the  Near  East.  A  unit  of  fifty-four  nurses  was  supplied  with 
Anna  E.  Rothrock  as  chief  nurse,  and  sailed  on  February  16, 
1919,  for  Asia  ^Minor.  Eight  others,  among  them  Emma  Wood 
of  the  original  Red  Crosn  ConimissioB  fnr  Palestine,  sailed  on 
February  29,  1920,  and  four  more  on  March  16,  while  small 
units  of  from  two  to  four  nurses  also  accepted  this  service 
throughout  1919  and  1920. 

Stimulated  by  an  appreciation  of  the  needs  which  had 
brought  about  the  extension  of  the  work  of  the  American  Com- 
mittee for  Armenian  and  Syrian  Relief,  Colonel  Finley  had 
gone  to  Paris  in  December,  1018,  and  there  had  recruited  from 
among  tlie  workers  then  being  released  by  the  diminution  of 
the  French  program,  a  large  unit  for  service  in  Palestine*  This 
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unit  prot'eedcnl  to  JcrusaU'in  in  February,  1919.  Among  them 
worn  twenty  iiuraoa  and  Miss  Noycs  was  under  the  impression 
that  they  luid  gftno  out  to  work  under  Afiss  Madiera  or  a  pos- 
sible successor  to  her,  fc»r  early  in  Deceml)er,  1918^  administra- 
tive difficulties  had  developed  among  various  members  of  the 
Palestine  iinit.  Through  correspondence  with  Miss  Madiera, 
Miss  Noyes  gained  the  impression  that  the  organization  was 
somewhat  weak  and  that  the  status  of  the  nurses  was  not  clearly 
defined.  Colonel  Ward  was  then  making  his  plans  to  return 
to  his  former  work  at  Beirut  and  was  closing  the  affairs  of  the 
mediciil  service  of  the  commission.  On  December  4,  he  wrote 
Miss  Noyes: 


,  .  ,  Fundamentally  there  has  been  disagreement  between 
Mies  Madiera  and  the   comnuadion  as  to  her  services.  . 
She  came  out  witli  tfie  idea  tliat  ^lie  wan  to  direct  a  nursi 
unit  and  that  all  her  work  would  be  administrative, 

Kven  before  we  reached  PaU'stine  it  seemed  unwise  to  keep 
all  the  nurses  together  in  a  distinct  section  as  we  would  ha 
in  service.  Perhaps  if  we  were  more  thoroughly  under  mili- 
tary discipline,  this  would  have  been  the  natural  thiug,  but 
with  a  large  number  of  social  workers,  secretaries  and  othe 
we  felt  it  much  better  to  mix  up  the  various  members  of  o 
larger  unit,  treating  them  all  on  a  par.  I  supposed  that  that 
was  the  truly  American,  democratic  way  of  looking  at  thingi* 
At  any  rate,  after  we  came  tf>  Palestine  and  began  to  reali 
the  nature  of  tlie  wurk  expected  of  us,  we  saw  that  the  tea 
nurses  would  have  to  bo  distributed  among  the  various  hospi- 
tals and  dispenHaricM  scattered  u])  and  down  the  country.  It 
was  impossible  for  ^[iss  Madiera  to  control  all  this  work  au4 
it  therefore  seemed  wisest  to  limit  ber  functions  to  the  gen- 
eral functions  of  a  nursing  bureau  and  not  to  give  her  controt. 
of  the  nursing  service  in  the  field. 

In  this  capacity,  she  made  many  trips  here  and  there  an 
did  excellent  service  in  helping  to  organize  the  work  m 
Various  hospitals.  For  a  tin»e  we  gave  her  the  (.-oniplett 
responsibility  of  directing  the  district  nursing  and  dispenj-mry 
6ervi<>e  in  and  about  Jerusalem,  but  this  has  gradiuillj 
diminished  until  practically  all  of  our  nurses  are  in  hospitJU 
work. 

Miss  Madiera  has  felt  repeatedly  that  there  was  not  scope 
for  hor  activities  and  we  have  felt  repeatedly  the  ditficultv  of 
givinj?  ber  that  scojk*  even  when  it  i-ame  to  the  matter  of 
nurses*  quarters.  ...  In  fact,  there  seems  no  place  here  for 
a  director  of  nursing  service.    Our  work  is  too  smal]  and  i* 
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organized  on  an  entirely  difTerent  plane  from  that  in  France. 
We  would  have  plac?  for  a  niirfie  who  would  be  a  chief  among 
tlie  nurses,  doing  regular  nursing  service  like  any  of  the 
others.  .  •  , 


Before  the  twenty  adilitional  niirsos  from  Paris  head- 
quarters arrived  in  Jerusalem,  Miss  Madiera  had  left  the  city 
and  was  on  her  way  home.  When  tlioy  arrived,  they  were 
scattered  under  the  system  already  referred  to  by  Colonel  Ward 
to  various  dispensaries  in  the  Beirut,  Aleppo  and  Gaza  dis- 
tricts and  they  served  without  a  chief  nurse  or  nurse  representa- 
tion of  any  kind  on  the  Commission  for  Palestine.  Miss  Noyes 
endeavored  to  secure  inforniRtion  re^iardiuf^  their  work  and 
the  possibility  of  appointing;  a  new  chief  nurse,  but  on  April  11, 
Major  Storer,  then  one  of  the  new  commissionera  for  Palestine, 
cabled  National  Ileadijunrters:  "Oflioe  of  chief  nurse  alKilished 
with  Madiera's  drpartnicnt ;  HtatJstii'al  report  folh)wing  by 
post."  Misa  Noyes  continued  to  remain  in  ignoranre  of  the 
nursing  activities  in  Palestine  and  of  the  general  welfare  and 
efficiency  of  the  nnrsea. 

Thus  ended  organized  American  Red  Cross  nursing  service 
in  Syria.  The  nurses  continued  to  work  under  the  direction  of 
the  various  doctors  but  finally  returne<l  singly  or  in  groups  of 
one  or  two  during  the  summer  of  1919  to  the  United  States  or 
undertook  service  with  the  American  Committee  for  Relief  in 
the  Near  East. 

During  the  period  beginning  July  1,  1018,  and  ending  Febru- 
ary 28,  1919,  the  American  Red  Cross  in  its  twelve  hospitals 
and  sixteen  dispensaries  in  tlie  Jerusalem  District  treated 
127,000  men,  womrn  and  I'hiklren,  furniahed  milk  to  9500 
mothers  for  young  hubies  and  eared  for  C86  children  in  orphan- 
ages and  day  nurseries/** 

On  Alarch  8,  1910,  a  plan  was  worked  out  by  the  American 
Committee  for  Ri»lief  in  the  Near  East  and  the  American 
lied  Cross  Commission  for  Palestine  whereby  the  American 
Committee  for  Relief  in  the  Near  East  took  over  the  relief 
work  north  of  Palestine  and  the  American  Red  Cross  was  to 
continue  its  work  in  Pah'Stine  until  July  1,  1911),  when  all  its 
activities  and  unutilized  suppliers  on  hand  were  to  l>e  turned 
over  to  the  Amerituiu  Committee  for  Relief  in  the  Near  East, 

""The  Work  of  the  American  Hed  Croaa  during  the  War:  A  Statement 
of  Finances  and  Accompliahmcnta."  p.  87. 
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Thus  in  the  sinniner  of  1019,  American  Red  Crosa  service 
the  Holy  Land  was  closed. 

Siberia,  a  land  of  ma^iificent  distances  held  together  o 
by  a  slender  tliread  of  mil  and  t4?IegTnphie  eoininunicatio 
with  a  popiihition  swollen  by  the  influx  of  refugcHis  from  Russia, 
harassed  by  gnerrilbi  warfare  hetweeji  the  R<^(1  (inard  anil  the 
remnants  of  a  Czech  and  native  Army  and  devitalized  by  famine 
and  disease,  was  the  scene  in  1018  and  1910  for  extensive, 
all)eit  at  first  somewhat  disorganized,  relief  operations  by  the 
American  Re<l  Cross. 

The  political  situation  in  Siberia  was  the  determiniog  factor 
of  American  Red  Cross  activity  there.  After  the  Treaty  of 
Brest-Litovsk  had  been  sip^ied  in  December,  1917,  a  consider- 
able number  of  Czecho-Slovak  soldiers  who  had  been  fighting 
in  the  former  Russian  armies  against  the  Central  Powers  and 
who  were  anxious  to  reach  Vladivostok  and  rejoin  the  Allies 
on  the  Western  Front,  gained  permission  from  the  Bolsheviki 
to  cross  Siberia.  The  actual  number  of  this  Cxwh  Army  has 
never  been  definitely  determined,  but  a  conservative  estimate 
placed  the  mimlxT  at  about  fifty  thousand  meu.^^  Early  in 
U'lH.  presumably  at  the  instigation  of  the  Central  Powers,  the 
Bolsheviki  ordered  the  Czechs  to  disarm.  This  the  Czechs 
refused  to  do  and  immediately  active  hostility  to  the  Bolshevik 
regime  broke  out  in  the  region  uf  the  Ural  Mountains  and  later 
spread  eastward  along  the  line  of  the  Trans-Siberian  Railway 
to  the  eastern  provinces. 

The  Anti-T^jlshevik  armies  were  led  by  General  Semenoff, 
Admiral  Kolchak,  General  Gaida,  Colonel  Orloff  and  others. 
In  addition  small  groups  of  native  soldiers  joined  the  forces  of 
these  leaders  or  operated  indejKMidently. 

In  May,  1918,  the  Bolshevik  forces  occupied  the  Tran»- 
Baikalia  and  thus  cut  the  Czech  armies,  leaving  some  forty 
thousand  of  them  scattered  along  the  line  of  the  Trans-Sibt-rian 
Railway  from  Irkutsk  westward  to  Samara  and  about  fifteen 
thousand  others  in  Vladivostok,  awaiting  transportation  to 
France.  The  situation  was  extremely  precarious,  because  a 
Bolshevik  offensive  in  the  west  was  daily  exp<H»te<I  and  the 
divided  Czech  armies  found  themselves,  with  only  the  roost 
meager  supplies  of  food,  ordnance,  anmiuuition  and  sanitary 

""A  Reference  History  of  the  War."  p.  142. 
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service,  facing  tliis  offensive  and,  within  a  few  months,  the 
Bevere  Siberian  winter. 

The  Allies  "determined  upon  a  eertain  amount  of  military 
intervention  in  order  to  try  to  save  something  from  the  chaoa 
which  existed,  in  KuRsia'^  *^  and  forces  of  Allied  troops  were 
sent  in  the  summer  of  11»1S  to  Murmansk,  on  the  North  RuB- 
sian  Front,  and  to  Vhidivostok,  on  the  Siberian  side,  to  reen- 
force  the  Anti-Bolshevik  armies. 

The  reasons  for  the  despatch  of  American  troops  to  Siberia 
were  contained  in  a  statement  made  by  Presid<*nt  Wilson  on 
July  25,  1010,  in  reply  to  a  Senate  resolution  concerning  the 
American  Expeditionary  Forces  in  Siberia : 

,  .  .  The  decision  to  send  American  troops  to  Siberia  was 
announced  to  the  press  on  August  6,  1918,  in  a  statement 
from  the  Acting  Secretary  of  State. 

This  iiiea.-iure  waa  taken  in  conjunction  with  Japan  and  in 
concert  of  purpose  with  the  other  Allied  fiowers,  first  of  all 
to  save  the  Czecho-Slovak  armies  which  were  threatened  with 
destruction  by  hostile  armies  apparently  organized  by,  and 
often  largely  componed  of,  enemy  prisoners  of  war.  The 
second  purpose  in  view  was  to  steady  any  efforts  of  the 
Russians  at  solf-dcfense,  or  the  establishment  of  law  and  order 
in  which  they  might  be  wiJliii;^  to  aaept  assistaiite, 

Two  regiments  of  infantry,  with  auxiliary  troops — about 
8000  effectives — comprising  a  total  of  approximntply  10,000 
men,  were  sent  uuder  the  command  of  General  William  S. 
Graves.  The  troops  began  to  arrive  at  Vladivostok  in  Sep- 
tember, 1918. 

Considerably  larger  forces  were  dispatched  by  Japan  at 
about  the  same  time  and  iniirh  smaller  forces  by  other  of  the 
Allied  power?.  The  net  result  was  the  successful  reunion  of 
the  separated  Czecho-Slovak  armies  and  the  substantial  elimi- 
nation in  Eastern  Siberia  of  the  active  efforts  of  enemy 
prisoners  of  war.  A  period  of  relative  quiet  then  ea- 
sued."  .  .  . 

The  determination  of  the  United  States  Government  to  send 
American  troops  to  Siberia  opened  up  the  way  for  the  American 
Red  Cross.  In  fact,  representatives  of  the  society  arrived  in 
Vladivostok  and  began  relief  operations  there  previous  to  the 
arrival  of  American  troops. 

"•*A  Rpfcronce  Hialtiry  nf  the  War/'  p.  142. 

•^See  "Amcricnn  Aasistaiirf  in  the  OpcrHtion  of  tlio  Trans-Siborinn  Rail- 
way, Russian  StTiee  No.  4.*'  p.  5;  Uppartment  of  State,  Government  Print- 
ing Office,  1010,  WaahinKton,  D.  C. 
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The  war  organizntion  at  National  Headquarters  included, 
will  be  remembered,  the  Foreign  and  Insular  Division,  the 
ciUled  Fdurteenth  IMvision.  This  diviHion  was  theji  wuupoE 
of  Red  Cross  Chapter  in  ail  parts  of  the  world  outside  of  the 
United  States  and  Europe;  among  these  Chapters  was  a 
strongly-oriranized  Chapter  with  ample  resources  at  Honolulu, 
the  Philippine  Islands,  and  another  at  Tokyo,  Japan.  Officials 
of  these  Chapters  were  in  constant  communication  with  J,  Otis  i 
Cutler,  manager  of  the  Fourteenth  Division  at  National  Head- 
quarters, who  kept  tlie  War  Council  informed  as  to  develop- 
ments in  the  Far  East.  ^J 

On  July  22j  11)18,  the  American  Ambassador  called  a  met^K 
ing  of  the  members  of  the  American  Red  Cross  Chapter  in 
Tokyo,  Japan,  to  discuss  the  question  of  furnishing  aid  to  the 
Czecho-Slovak  Army  in  Siberia.     Four  days  later,  a  formal 
conference  was  held  between  the  Ambassador  and  the  Exectitii 
Committee  of  the  Tokyo  Chapter,  and  Dr.  R.  B,  Tcusler, 
Virginian,  who  was  then  superiutendent  of  St,  Luke's  Hos- 
pital, Tokyo,  was  authorized  t^  go  to  Vladivostok  to  investigate 
conditions  and   report   personally  to   the   Tokyo   Chapter  tho 
situation  in  Siln'ria  and  thv.  opportunities  for  relief  service. 

In  company  with  two  x\merican  business  men  who  were  a] 
representatives  of  the  Tokyo  Chapter,  Dr.  Teusler  left  Tol 
on  July  10  aud  upon  arrival  in  Vladivostok,  investigate  oon< 
tions  in  that  city  and  along  the  Trans-Sil)erian  Railroad  as 
east  as  Nikolak.      After  discussing  the  situation   with   repre- 
sentatives of  the  Czech  Army  and  of  the  American  Navy  and 
State  Departments  there,  he  retunu*d  t<i  Tokyo  and  organ jged     „ 
a  unit  of  Japanese  doctors  and  nurses  from  St.  Luko*8  ifospit^ri 
for  emergency  ser\nce  in  Vladivostok.  ^^ 

The  nurses  were  under  the  direction  of  Alice  St,  John,  an 
enrolled   American   Red   Cross  nurse  who   was  then   su|H'ri 
tendent  of  nurses  at  St.  Luke's.     Mrs.  St.  John  wan  gradunl 
from  and  later  be<'ame  superintendent  of  the  HackeuHaek  (Ni 
Jersey  1    HoHpital.     She  was  a  (Vnadiaii  but  had  married 
New  York  physifian,  Dr.  St.  John,  and  after  his  death,  h 
gone  out  to  Tokyo.     Mrs.  St.  John  was  a  woman  of  ^t 
gracious  personality.      She  served  as  chief  nurse  of  tj 
cjin  Red  Cross  Commission  for  Siberia  from  the  early  incc) 
of  the  work  until  the  close  of  the  program. 

Of  the  situation  in  Vladivostok  in  the  summer  of  1918, 
St  John  wrote  Miss  Noyes: 
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Early  in  June,  the  15,000  Czech  troops  collected  in  Vladi- 
vostok had  five  doctors  and  seven  trained  nurses  to  care  for 
all  their  wounded  and  they  were  eiytirely  without  medicines, 
hospital  equipment  and  surgiml  supplies.  Owing  to  the 
blockading  of  the  remainder  of  the  C/ech  Army  west  of 
Irkutsk  by  the  Red  Guard,  the  Czech  authorities  in  Vladi- 
vostok dwided  in  July  to  send  their  contingent  of  15,000 
Czechs  back  over  the  Trans-Siberian  Railway  to  drive  out  the 
Bolsheviki  from  the  Tnuis-Hnikah'a.  J)o(iiiite  appeals  for 
military  and  material  assistance  were  sent  to  the  American 
tiovernmeiit  by  the  Czechs.  ,  .  . 

On  June  2a,  street  fighting  broke  out  in  Vladivostok 
between  the  Czechs  and  the  local  lied  (Juard  and  several  were 
killed  on  both  sides.  The  fight  continued  west  of  Vladivostok 
at  Nikolsk  and  Ussuri  in  early  July.  There  were  no  hospital 
facilities  in  Vladivostok  for  the  care  of  the  wounded,  so 
emergency  shelter  was  provided  in  a  storage  shed  at  the 
disposition  of  the  U.  8.  Cruiser  Urooklytu  This  shed  was 
temporarily  fitted  up  by  the  oflicers  and  men  of  the  Hrooklyit 
to  care  for  about  one  liundrud  patients. 

On  July  20,  a  building  capable  of  accommodating  two 
hundred  and  fifty  patients  was  secured  on  Kussian  Island,  at 
the  entrance  of  tlie  Vladivostok  harbor.  Supplies  an^l  equip- 
ment were  sent  over  from  Japan  and  China  by  the  American 
Hcd  Cross  and  a  unit  of  fifteen  .Japanese  nurses  and  several 
doctors  from  St.  Luke's  in  Tokyo  were  sent  to  staff  the 
Hussian  Island  hospital.  Dr.  Gill,  senior  surgeon  of  the 
Jiruokltjn.  was  director  of  the  ho."^pital  and  1  reported  on 
August  12  for  duty  as  chief  nurse.  The  Czecho-Slovak 
wounded  who  had  been  in  the  Hrnokhjns  warehonse  were 
transferred  to  Russian  Island  and  several  French  and  British 
soldiers,  also  wounded  in  the  Ussuri  campaign,  were  brought 
to  us. 


Russian  Island  Hospital  was  thus  the  first  American  Red  Cross 
hoBpita]  in  Siberia  and  the  Japanese  nurses,  in  the  face  of 
meager  equipment  and  personal  privations,  kept  it  in  operation 
until  thcv  were  rclicvtid  by  American  rcenforccnients.  Alisa  lyo 
Araki,  for  fifteen  years  head  nurse  at  St.  Luke's,  was  the  leader 
of  the  Japanese  unit. 

In  addition  to  the  Russian  Island  Hospital,  the  American 
Red  Cross  in  Siberia  assisted  in  the  equipment  of  the  Czech 
Naval  Hospital  and  gave  aid  to  the  Fortress  Hospital  in  Vladi- 
vostok, where   three   hundred   Czech  patients  suffering  from 
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venereal  diseases  were  being  oared  for  under  the  joint  manage*! 
xnent  of  the  loeal  Russian  authorities  and  the  Czech  leadera,j 

Early  in  August,  the  Czecli  Army  in  Vladivostok  planned 
attack  the  Bolsheviki  at  Manchuria  Station  with  a  view  towards 
driving   them   out   of  the    Trans-Baikalia.     They   asked    Dr. 
Teusler  to  furnish  surgeons  and  niirsea  and  to  assist  iu  orgauis-l 
ing  sanitary    trains.     Mrs.    St.    John   wrote   of   the   sanitary] 
transport  situation  facing  the  Czech  Army : 

At  this  time,  many  of  the  wounded  were  being  brought  dowaj 
from  NikoUk  and  Us^uri  in  filthy  lx)x-ear.s  with  no  provisions^ 
for  their  care.  Owtiijt^  to  the  (litiorgnnizod  railroad  se^vi(•e,^ 
the  journey  as  a  rule  required  two  or  three  days.  The 
wounded  were  fed  with  food  purchased  from  the  peasants  at, 
stations  along  the  way  and  were  without  tlie  servi(*e  of  eitlier' 
surgeons  or  nurses  during  the  two  or  three  days'  trip.  Tht; 
C/echg  had  one  small  improvised  hoHpital  train  maile  up  0(1 
third  and  fourth  ela^s  cars  and  several  freight  cars,  but  the"! 
train  had  practically  no  equipment  for  handling  the  woundedj 
and  was  without  drugs  and  surgical  dressings.  These  the 
Ked  Cross  supplied  and  at  oure  began  preparation  to  lom-i 
mission  two  more  hospital  trains  for  service  on  the  Cssuril 
and  Manchuria  fronts.  The  trains  were  to  lie  supplied  with' 
American  doctors  and  nnrses  and  the  first  train,  intended  (on 
service  in  the  Trn»H-Hnikal  provinces,  was  ready  late  in 
August.  The  second  was  to  be  conunissioned  hy  Septem- 
ber 15.  .  .  . 


Early  in  August,  1918,  Dr.  Teusler  sent  telegraphic  appeals 
to  the  suixTinrciidents  of  American  mission  hospitals  in  Cliiua 
and  Japan,  asking  surgtHjns  and  nurses  to  vohmtecr  for  service 
in  Siberia  and  to  mobilize  by  August  20  at  Harbin,  the  neai 
point  of  safety  to  Manchuria  Station. 

The  response  of  the  nurses  was  immediate.    The  first  group 
of  American  nurses  to  arrive  in  Harbin  was  orgnnixed  froi 
among  the  staff  of  the   Hunan-Yale   Hospital   at   (-haJigshs» 
China.    One  of  these  was  Gertrude  P.  Carter,  a  graduate  of  the 
Hartford  (Connecticut)  Scho<i!  and  formerly  niy:hl  sujKrrvijMjr, 
of  tht*  {H'diatric  department  of  Johns  Hopkins  Hospital.     An«J 
other  group  wasorpmizcd  from  St.  Lidte's  Hospital,  Shanghsi|.l 
China,  and  included  Fh)renee  Fanner,  u  Canadian  nunw?  who 
had  l>een  a  member  of  Unit  C  of  the  Red  Cross  Mercy  Ship 
Expt»ditiou  iu  lf)14.    She  had  seen  service  at  Kief  and  latvr  st 
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Khoi,  Persia.  After  her  reloase  from  Rvd  Cross  aasigumeut 
late  in  1916,  ilias  Farmer  had  remained  in  China  and  hud 
done  private  nursing  duty  among  tho  English  colony  at  Pe- 
king and  Shiiriirhai. 

Another  nurse  of  the  Shanghai  unit  was  Katherine  Steelman, 
a  graduate  of  the  Johns  Hopkins  Sehord.  Among  Miss  Steel- 
mau*8  papers  is  a  copy  of  the  original  mobilization  telegram  sent 
to  iSt.  Lnke*s  Ilospilal,  Shanghai,  by  Dr.  Teusler  and  it  is  of 
interest  in  that  it  shows  the  conditions  which  prevailed  in  this 
pioneering  period: 

Vladivostok. 
Dr.  Tucker,  St.  Luke's  Hospital,  Shanghai. 

Urgent  call.  Please  report  with  Dr.  Lee  to  American 
Consulate,  Harbin,  not  Inter  than  August  10.  Our  unit 
leaves  that  day.  Bring  iifly  pairs  of  blauketti^  sheets,  pillows, 
two  hantlr(Mi  towels;  aho  warm  clotliiug  for  own  use;  our 
khaki  uniform  with  le^^'^i^^s  or  puttees;  canned  food  for 
personal  servit-e.  Also  local  Red  Cross  Chapter  to  advance 
cost  to  be  repaid  later.  Bring  two  or  three  Ameriean  nurses 
with  you  if  possible.  This  is  important.  Have  full  authority 
Washington 

(signed)  Teusler. 

The  nurses  and  surgeons  reported  in  good  time  at  Harhin. 
Eight  of  the  nursfs  were  assigned  t-o  a  surgieal  pavilion  in  the 
Harbin  Militarv  Hnspitiil;  the  other  seven  were  sent  to  Buch- 
aloo»  a  smaU  village  about  ninety  miles  east  of  ilunchuria 
Station.  The  only  buildings  available  were  Russian  military 
barracks,  which  were  not  at  all  suited  for  hospital  p\irposes; 
but  with  tme  American  ingenuity  the  nurses  organized  a  hos- 
pital of  two  hundred  bed  capacity.  Later,  the  Buchaloo  Hos- 
pital was  maintained  as  a  convalescent  hospital  for  CV-ech  sol- 
diers suffering  from  tul>ereulo8is. 

The  p(ditieal  situation  was  highly  unsettled  so  the  nurses 
were  kept  nnirking  time.  Gertrude  Carter  wrote  of  the  Buch- 
aloo Hospital: 

From  Hiirliin,  we  had  gone  for  an  eighteen  hours'  riile  up 
the  railroad  to  Bmhaloo  and  had  established  a  hospital  there, 
but  only  reeeived  aliout  thirty  patients  in  all.  Fifteen  of  these 
were  Czechs.  The  Czech  Front  had  .suddenly  changed  and 
all  troops  were  moved  on  to  the  Ural  Mountain  region. 
Through  unforeseen  reasons,  we  did  not  move  with  them.  .  .  . 
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In  a  report  eubmitted  June  30,  1919,  to  Miss  Noyes, 
St  John  described  what  hud  happened ; 

Early  in  September,  1918,  General  Gaida  with  a  few  thou- 
sand Czechs  completed  his  remurkul)le  canipiiigii  through  the 
Traus-Baikalia  from  Irkutsk  eastward  to  Chita  ami  with  lii^ 
stafT  came  down  to  Olivinnaya.  This  expedition  completely 
cleared  out  the  Bolfiheviki  in  the  Traus-Baikal  provinces  and 
reestablished  rail  commiinication.s  between  western  and  ea^t- 
ern  Siberia.  The  expected  campaign  between  Manchuria 
Station  and  Irkutsk  vanished  v^nth  the  collapse  of  the  Red 
Guard  resistance  and  the  entire  Trans-Siberian  Railroad  whs 
thrown  open  from  Vladivostok  to  the  c^ast-Russian  fronts  near 
Samara  and  Perm,  nearly^  five  thousand  miles  away.  Every 
station  along  the  railway  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Czechs  and 
they  were  then  the  masters  of  the  situation  in  Siberia,  This 
campaign  of  General  Gaida  brought  to  an  abrupt  end  the 
arrangements  for  First  Aid  and  evacuation  hospitals  in  east- 
ern Siberia  and  madi*  necessary  complete  readjustment  of  all 
American  Red  Cross  plans. 

At  this  juncture,  the  question  arose  as  to  whether  tiie 
American  Red  Cross  was  justified  in  undertaking  assistance 
on  the  east-Russian  fronts  beyond  the  Ural  Mountains.  The 
definite  policy  of  the  United  States  Government  state*!  that  it 
should  assist  the  Czechs  only  to  leave  Siberia  and  aid  them  toi 
get  to  France,  but  not  to  give  them  military  or  other  suppo 
along  an  east-Russian  front. 

With  the  approval  of  the  War  Council,  the  representative 
of  the  Red  Cross  in  Silieria  derided  to  give  medical  assistan* 
to  the  Czechs  in  western  Siberia  and  to  investigate  the  civilias' 
refugee  situation  beyond  Ijikc  Baikal.  During  the  developf^ 
ment  of  these  plans,  the  nurses  and  surgetjns  were  held  in 
Harbin  and  thus  closed  the  early  i>ha»e3  of  the  pioneer  periodi 
of  American  Red  Cross  service  in  Siberia.  ...  * 

The  second  period   in  the  development  of  Aniericnn   Redi 
Cross  Xnrsing  Service  in  Siberia  began  in  Notfrnlvr,  101^1 
and   was   characfr'rized   by   the  di»vclopmriit  of  civilian    relier] 
work  as  well   as  nieilical   si-rvice   in   the   Vladivostok   districK 
and   tentative  expansion  of   Ited  Crosa  activity   into   western 
Siberia. 

The  first  task  was  to  evacuate  the  wounded  Czirhs  to  Prague. 
The  journey  was  a  long  one,  so  the  sick  and  wounded  men 
were  sent  from  VTadivostok  to  St.  Luke's  U<»spital,  Tokyo, 
where  a  ward  in  a  building  belonging  to  the  hospital  bad  been 
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prepared  to  receive  them.  Thia  ward  was  staffed  by  two 
Japanese  nxirses  aud  two  aides,  with  an  American  Red  Cross 
nurse,  Alarion  Doane,  as  head  lujrse,  Ou  September  17,  1918, 
sixty  patients  were  received  and  from  time  to  time  others  came. 
On  April  9,  1910,  the  convalescent  Czechs  were  evacuated  on 
the  S.  S.  Madraa  N»  ^'o  via  the  Itnlian  Ocean  and  the  Suez 
Canal  to  Trieste  and  thence  bv  rail  to  Prague. 

Eight  thonaand  destitute  refup'os  wei*e  known  to  he  living  in 
Vladivostok  in  the  summer  of  lUlft  without  niedicul  or  nuraing 
attention  of  any  kind.  To  care  for  the  casual  sick  among  these 
refugees,  the  American  lied  Cross  took  over  No.  7  Afarine 
Barracks,  a  building  formerly  a  part  of  the  Ilussian  Submarine 
Base  at  Vladivostok,  aud  equipped  it  as  a  hospital  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  bed  c^ipacity.  It  was  opened  on  November 
15  and  was  staffed  largely  by  Chinese  nurses  who  worked  under 
the  direction  of  American  physicians  and  nurses.  Mary  Hood, 
a  graduate  of  the  Searritt  Bible  and  Training  School  for 
Nurses,  Kansas  City,  was  chief  nurse;  she  had  gone  out  to 
FotKjhow,  China,  to  serve  in  the  Mary  Black  Hospital,  had  been 
transferred  to  Shanghai,  aud  had  siibsequently  joined  the  Com- 
mission for  Siberia. 

Thus  in  the  fall  of  lOlS,  the  American  Red  Cross  was  main- 
taining in  Vladivostok  Russian  Island  Hospital,  the  Kefugco 
Hospital  and,  in  Tokyo,  a  large  ward  at  St.  Luke's  Hospital. 
In  the  Harhin  district,  the  commission  was  maintaining  a 
Burgical  pavilion  in  the  Military  Honpital  and  the  hospital  at 
Buchaloo«and  liad  under  process  of  organization  extensive  relief 
activities  for  western  Sihi-ria, 

In  October,  1918,  five  of  the  American  Bed  Cross  nurses 
who  were  stationed  at  Harbin  were  started  westward  on  Sanitary 
Train  No.  1  to  establish  a  hospital  in  the  West-Siberian  prov- 
inces. Miss  Farmer  was  in  charge  of  the  unit.  The  trip  was  a 
long  one  and  during  the  journey  the  nursca  had  ample  oppor- 
tunity to  see  the  destitute  conditions  existing  throughout  the 
interior, 

Siberia  was  a  beautiful  country  and  to  the  nurses,  as  the 
sanitary  train  carrying  them  moved  westward  through  Man- 
churia an*!  the  Trans-Baikalia  and  stopped  at  the  different 
terminal  cities  along  the  line,  the  scenery  seemed  to  grow  more 
lovely,  but  the  government  more  unstable  and  living  conditions 
more  wretched  by  contrast.  Mamuding  bands  of  Bolsheviki, 
made  up  of  freed  criminals,  German  and  Austrian  prisoners  of 
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war  and  the  fierce  Magvara  held  up  the  hands  of  the  local  Red 
Guard.  Confiscation  and  re-division  of  property  and  livestock 
had  taken  place  and  production  under  the  new  regime  had  not 
begun.  The  educational  and  legal  systems  seemed  paralyzed 
and  starvation  and  disease,  especially  typhus,  was  abroad  in  the 
land. 

In  November,  1918,  the  menace  of  a  typhus  pandemic  be- 
came so  threatening  that  an  Inter-AIHod  Typhus  Conuuisaivm 
was  formed  by  the  Allied  Armies  in  Siberia  and  a  complete 
anti-typhus  train,  consisting  of  seven  cars  devoted  to  apparatus 
for  bathing  persona  and  disinfecting  clothes,  of  twelve  box  curs 
carrying  supplies  and  three  personnel  cars,  was  sent  out  along 
the  Trans-Siberian  Railway  to  combat  the  spread  of  the  dis- 
ease. The  train  was  furnished  by  the  American  Red  Cross 
and  its  business  manager  was  Ru<]olph  Bukeley,  of  Honolulu. 
Captain  F.  A.  Dallyn,  of  the  Hydrologieal  Corps,  Canadian 
Expeditionary  Forces,  was  director  of  the  expt^dition  and 
commanding  officer  of  the  train.  Captnin  Rukeley  later  wrote 
a  report  now  on  file  at  National  Headquarters,  from  which 
extracts  are  quoted  in  this  history  to  show  the  environment  in 
and  the  conditions  under  which  the  nurses  worked.  Of  ibe 
famous  tunnels  of  Lake  Baikal,  Captain  Bukeley  wrote; 

Now  we  are  going  through  tunnel  after  tunnel;  I  bel)«ve 
there  are  forty-nine  of  them,  mostly  sfiort  ones,  so  we  hav« 
had  good  opportunity  to  sec  the  beatity  of  this  l-«ke.  On  our 
left  are  the  slate  rocks  through  which  the  track  has  been  cut 
and  hlasted ;  below  uh  and  to  the  right  is  the  Lake,  at  llu.> 
point  some  eighteen  miles  wide;  ahead  of  ue  as  the  roadwuv 
windis  and  twists  we  can  see  the  next  tumiol.  To  our  right 
stretches  the  long  ex}»au»»e  of  ice»  snow  swept  and  wind  driven, 
and  on  the  other  shore  the  undulating  mountain  range,  l>e«u- 
tiful  beyond  words  and  of  all  sorts  of  colors,  with  a  grayish 
purple  predominating.  .  .  . 

In  the  tranquil  winter  landscape,  the  puraphenialia  of  war 
seemed  incongruous.     Captain  Bukeley  wrote: 


...  At  Verkhne-Fdinsk,  1  saw  my  first  armored  train; 
Grst  eomep  a  flat  ear  protected  on  each  side  by  armor-plAti-: 
on  this  car  is  mounted  a  light  gun  »wung  on  a  circular  car* 
riage  so  as  to  be  able  to  swing  from  f^ide  to  side  Then  ayxaf* 
the  engine,  also  armor  protected,  two  posuragirr  cans  ood 
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finally  a  box  car,  reouforred  in  the  usual  manner,  with  open- 
inj^  on  each  side  for  rapid-lirt-  guns  and  above  holes  for  rifle 
shooting.  .  .  . 

Inciduntally,  Oenoral  Semenoff,  from  what  I  can  g:ather, 
must  be  of  tho  picturesque  bandit  type  and  one  who  is  doubt- 
lees  worghipjjcd  by  his  soldicrn.  ...  He  was  formerly  the 
colonel  of  a  Cossack  regiment  which  made  him  a  general. 
Now  he  travels  in  style  ...  in  lus  private  car  and  h  abso- 
lutely his  own  law  as  far  as  life  and  property  are  concerned. 
Usually  he  rides  in  his  train  do  luxe  witli  an  armored  train  in 
front  of  him  and  another  liehind  him,  .  .  .  dominating  the 
countryside  from  Harbin  and  Chita.  .  .  . 

Of  tho  conditions  and  methods  of  travel  which  prevailed 
along  the  Trans-Siberian  railroad,  an  American  engineer  wrote: 

y 

.  ,  .  This  Chinese  Eastern  Kailway  ib  the  eastern  end  of 
the  Trans-Siberian  system  and  has  a  good  permanent  way 
and  good  ties,  with  concrete  bridges  and  tunnels,  all  built  as 
only  they  built  in  Hn^isiH  under  the  Czar.  .  .  .  The  station 
buildings  all  along  the  line  are  stone*  or  brick  and  stone,  sub- 
stantial and  of  good  ftppearance;  the  platforms  of  gravel  with 
cut  stone  curbing:  the  station  houpe  situated  at  about  the 
centers  of  the  platform,  at  each  end  of  which  is  a  so-called 
toilet.  The  station  house  has  the  Chinese  architectural  roof, 
pleafiing  to  the  eye  on  the  exterior  but  unspeakable  within.  .  .  . 
Then  there  is  a  building  in  which  is  a  great  kettle  full  of 
boiling  water;  from  this  the  passeugers  Jill  their  ever-present 
teapots.  ...  In  Siberia,  time  is  no  object.  There  is  also  at 
most  station?  a  L<ifk'n  or  small  gelling  store,  where  you  can 
get  the  visual  necessities,  the  chief  of  which  is  vodka.  .  .  . 

Every  station  has  also  a  military  liarracks  and  at  every  one 
hundred  versts  are  long  military  itnlitnding  platforms  and 
immense  barracks  with  small  private  buildings  and  parks  for 
the  officers,  and  even  now  can  be  seen  evidence  of  the  joyous 
life  which  existed  licre  in  tlip  days  of  the  Czar  and  military 
predominance.  At  present  they  are  all  going  to  ruin  .  .  . 
and  the  former  trim  parks  are  now  the  rendez-voua  of  the 
village  pigs.  .  .  . 

The  railroad  h  officered  from  highest  to  lowest  with  college 
men.  as  no  one  is  considered  intelligent  enough  unless  he  has 
a  diploma  from  a  college  or  technical  institute;  it  seems  to 
matter  little  what  he  has  stuilied,  so  long  as  he  has  his 
diploma,  which  is  a  sort  of  oval  medal  and  is  always  worn  on 
the  man's  breast.    The  traveling  engineer  is  often  a  graduate 
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of  the  Naval  college;  the  master  mechanic  may  have  a  dej 
in  philosophy;  the  chief  executive  is  often  a  general, 
fart  they  soem  to  he  overything  rxctipl  railroad  men.     All 
so  scientitic  that  they  are  overtrained.  .  .  .  This  is  coupU 
with  supreme  ego  and  the  remark :   ''We  do  it  so  in  Russia.' 


The   Trnns-Sihcrian   Railway  was   in   1918  and    1019   the 
artrrv   through    which    the   dcniohilizcd    sw.ildiprs  and    n:»fugeea 
from   the   Ural   Mountains  and   the  western   provinces  flowi 
eastward  to  Irkutsk  and  Amur.    Captain  Bukelcy  wrote: 


M 


Siberia  has  almost  unsurmountable  conditions  to  face;  her 
towns  to-day  have  increased  in  population  more  than  four- 
fold, 80  there  is  no  means  of  housijng  the  people  except  Uy  the 
use  of  barracks,  concentration  camps  and  box  cars.  .  .  .  This 
enforced  crowding;  the  climatic  conditions  which  make  nei.'es- 
sary  the  use  of  heavy,  lice-carrying  clothing;  the  impoHsihility 
of  providing  sufficient  bathing  accommodations;  the  fiaralyz- 
ing  of  her  raih-oa^l  so  that  she  is  unable  to  import  from 
Vladivostok,  all  help  to  make?  Silwria's  problem  a  dtspairmg 
one.  .  .  .  We  feel  as  if  we  are  trying  to  put  out  a  fire  b 
means  of  a  teacup  of  water.  ,  .  . 

Every  day  trains  come  in  with  released  war  prisoners 
turning  from  German  prison  camps,  gray,  gaunt  and  fee 
from  the  privations  they  have  suffered.  .  .  .  They  «re  travi 
ing  onward,  always  onward,  trying  to  6nd  the  loved  ouea 
left  behind  and  who  to-day  are  scattered  somewhere  in  Sil>eHi 
Their  homes  arc  gone,  their  families  disappi'ared  witJiout  a 
trace,  and  on  they  go  themselves  from  station  to  station  1< 
ing  and  Pearching  everywhere,  no  longer  soldiers  but  pi 
men  aguiiu  worn  out  and  aged  in  the  R'rvice  nf  the  mctft 
ungrateful  employer  of  all,  one's  own  country  ;  fathers  Mwking 
their  children  and  wives;  sonp  seeking  agefl  pnrentii;  young 
men  looking  for  the  girl  whom  once  they  had  hoped  to  make 
tlieir  wife. 

And  the  refugees:  those  comitleas  thousands  who  at 
a|>pn>nch  of  the  war  fled  on  a  moment's  notice,  some  just 
they  were:  others  carrying  in  a  bundle  their  nil,  a  ketib 
pillow  or  snnic  nthrr  remnant  of  their  former  worldly  trc 
ures.  .  ,  ,  Their  past  life  has  vani'^hed.  their  future. — Imp^ 
less  days  of  wandering,  tired,  frozen  and  worn  out;  dazm), 
broken  and  spiritless. 

With  the  gregariousnesB  of  the  human  bein^,  they  h% 
together,  in  Imjx  cars,  those  few  who  arc  fortuniite  in  find! 
one;  tbcy  crowd  the  fourth-class  waiting  roonu  of  the 
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tions.  The  sides  of  the  box  cars — the  very  walls  of  the 
etations'  toilets — are  covered  with  messages  of  all  deacrip- 
tioiis,  in  some  instanres  only  a  name,  in  other  oases  a  message, 
— simple  cries  flung  out  by  a  father  to  his  wife  and  daughter, 
by  a  mother  and  t'liiUl  to  the  father,  written  in  the  hope  that 
some  day  the  loved  oat;  may  patia  through  that  station  and 
read  the  message. 

Individual  suffering  in  Siberia,  to  judge  from  the  reports 
on  file  at  Xational  Ileudquiirtcrs,  was  more  acute  and  on  a 
broadfr  scuic  than  that  which  the  j\anerican  Red  Cross  found 
anywhere  except  iu  the  devastated  areas  of  Serbia  and  Rou- 
nmnia  and  Frauee.  One  of  thu  most  tragic  cases  which  came 
to  the  attention  of  Aniericiiii  Rtid  Crans  representatives  in 
Siberia  was  that  of  a  (rain  i>f  tweuly-oue  hundred  political 
prisoners  from  Sanuira,  men,  women  and  children,  who  had 
been  paeJted  into  Ihix  cara  iu  September^  1918,  and  had  been 
shunted  back  and  forth  aloujtj  the  Trana-Sib<*rinn  line  for  two 
months.  They  were  so  crowded  in  tlic  ears  that  they  often  had 
no  room  in  which  to  lie  down;  thoy  were  under  heavy  guard 
and  were  not  allowed  to  leave  the  cars.  For  food,  they  were 
largely  dependent  upt^n  the  charity  of  the  peasants  in  towns 
through  which  the  train  passed.  No  water  for  washing  them- 
selves was  furnislufd  the  prisoners,  nor  brooms  for  sweeping 
out  the  cars,  and  the  only  sanitary  provisions  in  each  car  was  a 
hole  from  six  to  eight  inches  in  diameter  wliich  had  been  cut 
in  the  lloor.     Captain  Bukeley  wrote  of  this  train: 

I  have  seen  men  lying  on  the  floor  of  the  cars,  with  the 

death  rattle  in  their  throat,  half  naked,  with  lice  aud  vermiu 
crawling  over  them,  visibk  to  the  naked  eye,  with  matted, 
knotted  hair,  unkempt,  lilthy  beyond  description. 

Others  I  have  seen,  just  lying  there  on  the  boards,  half 
naked,  in  a  semi-conscious  stupor,  and  yet  others  .  .  .  who 
hold  out  elawlike  hands,  with  a  whiniiicr  ingratiating  grin  aud 
beg  for  a  few  kopces  or  a  cigarette,  grinning  and  chuckling 
.  .  .  upon  receiving  the  one  or  the  other  and  making  hor- 
rible, throaty  sounds  of  glee,  as  they  snatched  their  prize.  .  .  . 

The  women  are  better  treated  than  the  men,  eleven  women 
in  one  car,  near  the  guards'  car.  .  .  . 

This  morning  we  were  told  by  the  guards  that  three  men 
had  died  during  the  night.  As  we  walked  up  the  string  of 
cars,  we  were  hailed  by  the  inmates  of  one  and  the  guards 
informed  that  there  were  dead  within.     We  insisted  on  the 
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door  being  opened.  Lying  across  the  threshold  was  the  body 
of  a  dead  boy,  not  over  eighteen  or  nineteen  years  old,  no 
coat,  merely  a  thin  t^hirt  in  sueli  rag8  that  his  chest  and  artu« 
were  exposed,  and  for  trousers  a  piece  of  jute  sacking  pinned 
around  him,  nothing  more  in  thin  hitler  Sihcrinn  odd.  .  .  -   ■ 


Of  the  twcnty-tnio  hundred,  on  Novoinl>er  21  only  t.hirti»en 
hundred  and  twenty-four  were  nlive;  the  other  eight  hundred^ 
had  died  of  typhus,  dysentery,  blood  poisoning  and  stnrvatioij^l 
The  officers  of  the   Inter-AMied   Typhus   Train   held   up   lh#" 
prisoners*  train  as  long  as  they  eould,  bathed  and  gave  medical 
and  surgical  treatment  to  as  many  as  possible  and  ftiriusiit^d 
food  and  clothing,  but  the  train  was  tiually  shunted  along  on 
its  way  eastward. 

In  March,  1010,  the  officers  of  the  Intor-AlUed  Typhus 
Train  met  another  such  train,  this  one  of  thirty-two  box  caw 
filled  with  Red  Guard  prisoners.     Captain  Bukeley  wrote 


Some  of  th«se  men  have  been  pritioncre  for  months,  but 
greater  part  of  them  were  captured  on  the  I'erm  Front  so 
six  wwkfi  ago.  Tile  box  ears  are  indescribably  iilthy,  ati  well 
they  may  be,  not  having  been  cleaned  in  any  manner  for  ; 
weeks.  On  the  two  tiers  of  wooden  planks,  without  ni 
tresses  or  blankets,  wrapped  in  their  greasy,  hce-eo\ered  fu 
lie  these  poor  wret'he.s,  dying  of  typhus,  dysentery,  pn 
nionia,  without  drugs  or  medicine.  .  .  . 

You  e«r)  [mi^s  within  twenty-live  yards  on  the  little  alei 
tracked  road  with  its  tumble-down  nhacks  and  the  train 
pears  to  be  an  ordinary  string  of  einjity  box  cars;  there  is 
sign  of  life  or  movement,  all  doors  are  eloned,  m  though  I 
Hu.^sinns  find  left  it  (bere  and  forgotten  \U  existence.  ,  .  . 

At*  far  as  [  can  leather,  thr  men  are  fairly  well  Uh\  wi 
bread,  meat  and  waUr  for  llieir  tea;  the  food  is  brought  to 
within  a  short  distance  of  the  end  of  (be  train.    Here  you  r 
watch  0  man,  in  thrttes  of  fever,  with  chattering  teeth  a 
lindis  half  naked  tlirough  his  rags,  staggi'ring  on  lM*tween 
cars  with  s<>nie  kind  of  a  container  in  his  hand.  perhaf>s 
rusty  jam  can,  to  get  some  of  tl»e  Umu]  htft  at  the  end  of  I 
train.     Kvery  few  steps  be  t<tops  and  leans  agaiuht  a  box 
until  he  can  gather  enough  strength  to  crawl  on  a  few  mi 
yards. 

Two  sights  of  this  train  imrtindarly  afferted  me.     One  w»» 
tlutt  of  u  man  who  had  left  hk  box  car  in  lUMinh  of  fiH»d  a 
on  coming  back  fotnid  that  the  door  of  the  car  had  bei*n  sw 
to.  owing  to  the  coM  ;  tliere  he  stood  leaning  againat  iJw 
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and  beating  feebly  on  the  door  with  his  hands,  trying  to 
attract  the  attention  of  those  inside.  He  was  too  weak  to  open 
it  himself  and  hts  erica,  mere  throatish  niutteringB  for  help^ 
could  not  be  heard  ten  yards  off. 
,  Tilt!  other  sight  wah  of  a  man  waiting  for  his  turn  to  get 
into  onr  bath-cars.  His  comrarics  had  gone  inside  and,  as  the 
car  was  then  full,  he  had  to  wait  for  tlie  next  contingent; 
there  he  sat  on  the  stcjis  of  the  bath-car,  the  tears  of  weakness 
and  disji])pointriient  courting  down  his  cheeks  because  he 
feared  that  he  was  too  late  and  would  get  no  bath  or  under- 
clothes. Brok  [the  Kassian  sanitar]  and  I  promised  that  he 
would  not  lose  out  and  gave  him  a  few  cigarettes  to  help  him 
forget  the  waiting.  .  .  . 

To  rctnm  to  the  American  Red  Cross  nurses  who  had  started 
westward  in  October,  1918,  under  Miss  Fanner's  leadership: 
These  nurses  went  as  far  as  Tumen,  a  small  border-to\ni  under 
the  Ural  Mountains  on  the  West-Siberian  frontier.  There  the 
American  Red  Cross  representative,  Dr.  Lewis,  took  over  a 
large  school  building  and  Uic  nurses  and  sajiitars  converted  it 
into  u  hospital  of  tw<j  hundred  beds  for  the  Czech  soldiers. 
^We  all  like  the  Czech  soldiers  very  much,"  wrote  Miss  Fanner 
to  Miss  Delano,  "and  we  hope  that  they  can  soon  go  back  to 
their  families  again.  Some  have  not  received  any  word  from 
their  families  for  over  a  year." 

The  question  of  equipment  for  the  Turaen  Hospital — and 
for  that  matter  all  hospitals — was  one  which  caused  the  execu- 
tives of  the  American  Red  Cross  in  Siberia  much  weariness 
and  vexation  of  spirit.    Mrs.  St,  John  wrote: 

All  hospital  equipment,  drugs  and  supplies  for  the  Tumen 
Hospital  .  .  .  had  to  bn  purchai^od  in  China  and  Japan  and 
shipped  to  Vladivogtok,  forced  through  the  congestion  of  the 
harbor  and  the  disorganized  customs  and  landed  in  our  ware- 
houses. One  by  one  freight  cars  were  ferreted  out  in  railroad 
yards,  on  sidings,  in  roundhouses  and  machine  ghops  and  the 
supplies  loaded  in  them.  After  a  suftirient  uumlior  of  cars 
had  been  collected  and  loaded,  endless  wire  pulling  was  re- 
quired to  get  an  engine  to  pull  the  train.  Then  began  the 
long  journey  of  five  thousand  miles  over  a  dilapidated  road, 
exposed  much  of  the  way  to  attacks  by  the  Bolsheviki  and 
dependent  all  along  the  line  to  the  whims  of  station  com- 
manders. Our  personnel  was  taken  forward  as  best  as  and 
whenever  we  could,  both  supply  and  pcrgonnel  trains  being 
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always  sont  out  under  the  protection  of  an  American  milita 
guard. 


ry 


The  nursing  unit  included  five  American  nurses,  two  of 
whom  were  enrolled  in  the  American  Rod  Cross,  Misa  Farmer 
and  Nettie  Grace  McBridc.  During  the  second  week  in  De- 
cemher  Miss  McBride  came  down  with  typhus,  and  on  De- 
cember 23,  she  died.  *'Six  American  soldiers,"  wrote  Miss 
Farmer  to  Miss  Dehino,  **carried  her  IkxIj  to  its  last  resting- 
place,  iu  a  small  Kussiun  cemetery  where  the  Czech  soldiera 
who  had  died  iu  our  hospital,  are  buried.  It  is  a  Ix^-antiful 
place,  like  a  araull  woods,  8he  was  buried  in  her  Red  Cross 
uniform,  with  Iho  American  flag  across  the  casket," 

Several  of  the  American  nursc^s  at  Tumen  returned  in  Janu- 
ary, 1010,  to  their  mission  posts  in  China,  and  General  Powell, 
of  the  British  Expeditionary  Forces  in  Siberia,  assigned  five 
British  nurses  to  the  American  Red  Cross  Hospital  at  Tumen. 
Miss  MacGregor,  of  the  British  Red  Cross,  a  veteran  who  had 
served  both  in  France  and  Mcsoi>otamia,  was  iu  charge  of  them 
and  of  several  Russian  Sisters. 

The  American  Red  Cross  hospital  at  Tumen  was  maintained 
until  July,  1010.  On  April  28,  Miss  Farmer  wrote  Misa 
Delano : 


We  expect  to  increase  our  hospital   shortly  to   410  beds 
Just  now  we  liave  a  Husaian  unit  workiug  with  us.    We  s 
have  Koaie  Czeih  patients  i)nt  tlje  nuijority  now  are  Russia 
— mere  boys.    1  «till  like  them  as  much  aa  1  did  in  Kief  a 
I  suppose,  always  will. 

Of  the  Russian  temperament,  Captain  Bukeley,  who  was 
thia  time  in  the  Ural  Muuutuiu  area  on  the  Inter-Allied  TyphuB 
Train,  wrote: 

Russia  is  essentially  a  singiujT  country.     On  all  poeul 
occasions,  the  Hussians  siuj;:  when  they  are  tired,  to 
them  :  when  tlicy  arc  miserable,  to  help  them   forget  tin 
troublej*;  when  they  are  happy.  l>eraii(ic  they  are  lmj>py. 
Thdr  folk  son;<it  are  beautifully  simple,  often  with  a  min< 
melody  running  Ihrough  the  refrain.    The  iHni^  and  girb 
have  their  own  folk  songs  and  it  is  delightful  to  listen 
them.    The  girls,  now  that  spring  has  come,  wander  throujdi 
the  village  with  theii  arms  intertwined  and  sing  of  fiovi 
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and  spring  and  love ;  and  the  boys  gather  around  one  or  two 
of  their  companions  who  play  tiie  balalaika,  a  wooden  stringed 
instrument.  .  .  . 


To  return  again  to  the  American  Red  Cross  nurses  who  were 
being  held  in  Harbin  in  October,  191S:  A  second  unit  under 
Gertrude  P.  Carter  was  started  westward  at  this  time  on  a 
sanitary  train  and  went  to  Omsk,  which  was  located  forty-eight 
hours'  eastward  from  Tumen  on  the  Trans-Siberian  Railroad. 
Of  this  city,  Captain  Bukeley  wrote; 


Omsk  is  a  strange  and  ugly  city  situated  some  seven  versU 
away  from  the  main  railroad  station.  Omsk  would  have  a 
normal  population  of  say  one  hundred  tlxousnnd,  but  to-day 
there  are  five  times  that  number.  The  barracks  are  crowded 
with  Czech,  Russian  and  other  truopt^  and  there  must  be 
twent3*-five  thousand  German-Austrian  prisoners  in  barracks 
and  concentration  t-amps. 

There  is  no  transportation,  no  importation  of  goods  except 
what  is  smuggled  in  l»y  passengers  and  prorodnyiks.  There 
are  many  beautiful  stores  but  their  stock  would  shame  a  httU^ 
country  store.  .  .  . 

Iti  the  Irtish  Hiver  lie  all  kinds  of  boats,  ireboimd  for  tlie 
winter.  Tlie  average  man  has  no  idea  of  these  Siberian 
rivers,  the  Irtish  at  Omsk,  the  Volga  flowing  south,  and  the 
Ob»  the  Yenisc»  the  Amur,  the  Dvina  Howing  through  virgin, 
unexplored  land  to  the  frozen  North.  On  the  other  side  of 
the  bridge  spanning  the  Irtish  at  Omsk  is  a  large  space  kept 
free  and  swept  for  i-kating  and  in  the  afternoons  you  see 
wonderful  exhibitions  of  the  sport.  Nobody  seems  to  worry 
about  poverty  or  tlie  fact  that  a  typhus  epitleniic  is  raging; 
the  skating  rink  is  crowded.  In  the  one  restaurant  1  visited, 
a  large  orchestra  was  playing. 

Then  from  the  city  you  drive  back  to  the  station  over 
fields  and  hare  wastes  covered  with  snow  which  a  biting  winil 
drives  into  ytuir  eyes.  At  th<^  station  you  walk  along  the 
tracks  to  where  your  train  is  lying  in  the  yards,  surrounded 
by  trains  of  box  cars,  all  very  dirty,  with  all  kinds  of  refuse 
lying  about  and  Avith  refugees  wandering  around  and  looking 
verj'  cold,  dirty  and  hirngry  .  .  .  the  women  usually  with  an 
old  sliuwi  tied  amiind  their  bead  and  shoulders,  the  men  in 
filthy  sheepskin  overcoats  and  the  children  in  rags»  little,  wan, 
skinny,  ferret-featured  creatures,  always  peering  around  for 
something  that  some  one  has  thrown  away.  .  .  . 
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The  American  Red  Cross  established  a  hospital  at  Omsk  and 
maintained  it  for  some  months.  On  January  11,  1019,  Miss 
Carter  wrote  Miss  Noyes: 

Our  unit  arrived  in  Omsk  on  November  10,    By  this  ti 
the  CzerhK  had  startcil   IhiMr  hospibil  in   Ecteunburgh  . 
and  all  they  wished  from  u»  were  drugs  and  supplies.  .  , 
They  did  not  soeni  to  nerd  women  nurses;  in  the  field  th 
use  samfars  from  the  rnnke  of  Austrian  prisoners.  .  .  . 

We  had  some  dilliculty  in  finding  a  building  in  Omsk 
suitaiile  for  a  hospital.  After  eight  weeks,  the  Agricultural 
College  was  turned  over  to  us  to  use  as  a  hospital  for  the 
Czechs,  but  it  was  grudgingly  given.  In  fact,  thoy  imme- 
diately put  186  Bolshoviki  into  it  for  safe-keeping,  but  by 
December  30  we  had  our  beds  made,  our  scanty  equipment  in 
place  and  were  ready  tn  receive  patients,  and  four  Krench 
patients  arrived  and  ten  days  later,  two  hundred  Russians.  .  .  . 

Our  hospital  capacity  at  present  is  two  hundred  and  fifty 
patients.  The  building  is  large,  but  is  chiefly  corridors. 
However,  it  is  a  fin*?  building,  but  is  located  six  miles  from 
the  city  and  about  twelve  miles  from  the  railroRd  station.  Of 
course  the  present  unsettled  conditions  account  for  much 
delay,  but  .  .  .  this  is  the  way  thingB  go  in  Siberia.  .  .  .      ^H 

In  addition  to  the  large  hospitals  at  Tumcn  and  Omsk,  the 
American  Red  Cross  maintained  smaller  ones  at  Novo-Nik^^H 
laevsk,  Omsk,  P<'trnpavlosk  and  ( ■heliabinsk  for  the  trcatmcn^B 
of  typhus  cases.     On  account  of  the  limited  number  of  Am<'ri- 
ean  nurses,  these  hospitals  were  staflFed  by  Russian  nurses^  bi 
the  result  was  not  highly  satisfactory.     In  her  report  of  Ju 
30,  1019,  Mrs.  St.  John  wrote: 

My  experience  with  the  Russian  nurses  has  convincefl 
that  one  nf  the  serious  olistai-les  to  their  efiiriency  is  their  o 
lack  of  knowledge  of  personal  protection.    Many  go  ■l>out  in 
bare  feet,  exfjosing  themselves  needlessly  to  infe<-tion ;  as 
result,  the  percentage  of  nurse  infection  is  very  higli  and  i 
mortality  proportionate.     In  a   Russian   Imspital   which 
were  assisting  at  Ekaterinburg,  five  nurses  and  three  dwt 
died  of  typhus  during  the  first  two  months  of  its  operation 

Thus  an  opportunity  for  far-reaohing  service  proaent  _ 
itself  to  the  American  Red  Cross  in  the  training  of  ft  corps 
of  Russian  nurses. 


NURSIXG  SERVICE  TO  ClVn.lAN  POPULATION    9«7 


The  first  experiment 
made   at   the    V^ladivostok   Refiigf^e   llospitiil 


the  field  of  nursing  education  waa 

February 


inii>,  Miss  H(M)d  returned  to  her  nii^sioii  p<tst  in  China  and 
Janet  Dewur  siiceeeded  her  as  chief  unrso.  Miss  Dewur  was  a 
California  nurse  who  had  since  1000  served  as  snjx^rintendent 
of  iho  Kanikeolani  Children's  Hospital  at  Honolulu,  Hawaii. 
On  April  1,  1011),  a  simple  course  of  nursing  was  established 
by  Miss  Dewar  and  twelve  Russian  girls,  all  of  them  nineteen 
years  old  and  over  and  graduates  of  high  school,  were  regis- 
tered as  pupils.  In  a  report  addressed  April  30,  1919,  to  Major 
Emerson,  then  acting  medical  director  of  the  commission, 
Miss  Uewar  wrote: 

The  curriculum  includes  weekly  three  classes  of  two  hours 
each  on  both  the  theory  ajul  practice  of  nursing,  also  live 
lectures  weekly  from  members  of  tlie  medical  staff  of  the 
hospital.  The  hours  of  work  in  the  wards  are  from  7  :30  A.M. 
to  7:30  P.M..  with  the  usual  time  off  duty^  and  the  work  is 
done  under  the  direct  supervision  of  the  American  nurses. 
The  students  urn  classed  as  nurses'  aidt's  and  receive  $30.00 
monthly  in  a<KIition  to  maintenance.  We  do  not  aim  to  give 
complete  training  s^ith  as  is  giveu  in  a  good  hospital  in  the 
States,  hut  we  ilu  aim  to  give  these  girls  thorougli  ground- 
work in  the  theory  and  practice  of  nursing. 

We  have  fonnti  these  stvidents  more  satisfactory  help  than 
the  Russian  nurses  who  liave  had  more  or  less  experience  at 
the  front.  They  are  intelhgeiit  and  loyal  when  once  their 
confideMce  has  hecn  gained.  They  nrc  not  to  lie  driven  iiut  are 
easily  ctuitrollcd  l)y  kitnliiesf*.  They  are  willing  to  do  the 
Jiard  menial  work  of  nursijig  but  they  seem  to  lack  physical 
reserve  strength.  .  .  , 

The  course  was  given  up  on  June  20,  the  date  when  Miss  Dewnr 
returned  to  her  former  position  in  ITonohilu. 

The  political  situation  in  Siberia  in  the  spring  of  1919 
favored  the  developnumt  of  au  extensive  Auiericun  relief  pro- 
gram. In  February^  1919,  It  will  bt^  nfini'iuln'red,  the  Allies 
dci'ided  to  assume  resjHmsibilitv  fur  the  relialnlitation  and  di- 
rection of  the  TraTia-SilHrriiHi  Hailway,  In  his  reply  addressed 
July  25,  lt)l!^  to  the  Senate  resolution  mentioned  above, 
President  Wilson  wrote: 

In  February,  1919.  as  a  conclusion  of  negotiations  begun 
early  in  the  summer  of  1918,  the  L'nited  States  accepted  a 
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plan  proposed  by  Japan  for  the  Bupervision  of  the  Siberian 
railways  by  an  international  committee,  under  which  co; 
mittee  Mr.  John  F.  Stevens  would  aKSume  the  operation 
the  Hussian  Railway  Service  Corps.  In  this  connection  it 
to  be  recallpd  that  Mr.  John  F.  Stevens,  in  respoose  to  s 
requetft  of  tlie  Provisional  Government  of  Russia^  went  to 
Russia  in  tlie  spring  of  1017.  A  few  months  later  he  was 
made  ollicial  adviser  to  the  Minister  of  Ways  of  Communifa- 
tion  at  Petroprad  under  the  Provisional  Government. 

At  the  request  of  the  Provisional  (Jovernmonl  and  with  the 
support  of  Mr.  John  F.  Stevens,  there  was  organized  the  so- 
called  Husgiau  Railwtiy  Service  Corps,  composed  of  American 
engineers.  An  originally  organized,  the  personnel  of  this 
corps  constituted  fourteen  slceleton  division  units  as  known  in 
this  country,  the  idea  being  that  those  skeleton  units  would 
serve  as  praLtiml  advisers  and  assistants  on  fourteen  different 
sections  of  the  Siberian  railway  and  assist  the  Russians  by 
their  knowledge  of  loug-hant  problems  as  known  in  this  coun- 
try and  which  are  the  rule  and  not  the  exception  in  Siberia, 

Owing  to  the  Bolshevik  uprising  and  the  general  chao 
conditions,  neither   Mr.   Stevens  nor  the   Russian   Railwa' 
Service  Corps  was  able  to  begin  work  in  Siberia  until  Mar 
191K.     They  have  been  able  to  operate  effectively  only  sin 
the  railway  plan  was  adopted  in  February,  1919.    The  m 
recent  report  from  Mr.  Stevens  shows  that  on  parts  of  the 
Chinese-Eastern  Trans-Baikal  Railway  he  is  now  running  six 
trains  a  day  each  way,  while  a  little  while  ago  they  were  only 
able  to  run  that  many  trains  per  week. 

In  accepting  the  railway  plan  (in  February,  1919)  it  was 
provided  that  some  protection  should  be  given  by  the  All 
forces.  Mr.  Stevens  stated  frankly  that  he  would  not  und 
take  the  arduous  task  before  him  unless  be  could  rely  u 
support  from  .American  troops  in  an  emergency.  Ac(.*or 
ingly,  as  provided  in  the  railway  plan,  and  with  the  approval 
of  the  Inter-Allied  Committee,  tlie  military  eommanderi:  in 
Siberia  have  established  troojm  where  it  is  necessary  to  main- 
tain order  at  different  parts  of  the  line. 

The  American  forces  under  General  Graves  are  unders 
tn  be  protecting  parts  of  the  line  near  Vladivostok  and  also 
the  section  around  Verkhne-Udinsk.    There  is  also  und 
to  be  a  small  body  of  American  troops  at  Harbin,    Tlus 
location  from  time  to  time  of  American  troops  xa,  howt 
subjert  to  change  by  the  direction  of  General  Gravcg. 

The  instructions  to  General  Graves  direct  him  not  to  inter- 
fere in  Russian  atTairs.  but  to  eupport  Mr.  Stevon*  wherwrtf 
necessary.    The  Siberian  Railway  is  not  only  the  rat* 
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for  transportation  in  Siberia,  but  it  is  the  only  open  access  to 
European  Russia  to-day.  The  population  of  Siberia,  whose 
resources  have  been  almost  cxhaustecJ  by  the  long  years  of 
war  and  the  chaotic  conditions  which  have  existed  there,  can 
be  protected  from  a  further  period  of  chaos  and  anarehy  only 
by  the  restoration  and  maintenance  of  traffic  on  the  Siberian 
Railway.  .  .  . 

The  Russian  authorities  in  this  country  have  succeeded  in 
shipping  large  quantities  of  Russian  Fupplies  to  Siberia  and 
the  Secrctiiry  of  War  is  now  contrat-ting  with  great  coopera- 
tive societies  which  operate  throughout  European  and  Asiatic 
Russia  to  ship  further  supplies  to  meet  the  needs  of  the 
civilian  populatiun.  The  Kolchak  Government  is  also  en- 
deavoring to  arrange  for  tlie  purchase  of  medical  and  other 
Red  Cross  sui>plics  from  the  War  Department  and  the  Ameri- 
can Red  Cross  itself  is  attempting  the  forms  of  relief  for 
which  it  is  organized.  .  .  ." 

Partial  responsibility  for  the  care  of  American  engineers 
and  certain  specified  medical  aid  to  the  Russian  Anny  was 
rested  in  the  American  Red  Cross.  Moreover,  there  was  im- 
perative necessity  of  more  adequate  organization  and  additional 
piTsoiuud  if  the  mninttumnce  of  the  hospitals  aln'a<ly  eatnb- 
lislied  was  to  be  continued.  The  leave  of  ah«ence  which  had 
been  granted  the  original  phyaiciaiis  and  nurara  of  the  early 
(•onimission  by  their  mission  hospitals  had  i'xpircd  and  thoy 
were  obliged  to  return  to  C^hina,  Korea  and  Japan.  With  their 
departure  ended  the  pioneer  period  of  American  Red  Cross 
service  in  Siberia, — a  period  marked  by  sterling  service  in  the 
face  of  gigantic  needs,  a  chaotic  political  situation  and  general 
lack  of  organization. 

In  March,  11*  10,  while  on  a  train  in  central-western  Silx>ria, 
Mrs,  St.  John  met  with  an  accident  which  made  necessary  her 
return  to  the  United  States  for  treatment.  At  the  same  time, 
Dr.  Teusler  planned  to  come  to  National  IIead<juart^rs  to  lay 
before  the  Executive  Committee  plans  for  the  development 
of  further  American  Red  Cross  activity  in  Siberia. 

In  February,  1910,  the  Siberian  Commission  had  cabled  to 
National  Headquarters,  asking  for  the  assignment  of  one 
hundred  and  thirty  nurses  and  fifty  nurses'  aides  for  service 
in  Siberia.  Other  types  of  personnel  which  were  requested 
were  sixty  doctors,  six  dentists  and  a  large  clerical  and  account- 

••  **Kii«Bian  Series  No.  4,"  pp.  5-6.     State  Department. 
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ing  staff.  The  total  number  of  persons  recniited  from  America^ 
during  1910  exceeded  six  hundred,  of  which  one  hundred  and 
fifty-six  were  American  Red  Cross  nurses  and  fortj^-thrcc  were] 
nurses'  aides. 

The  first  contingent  of  nurses  and  aides,  with  Grace  IIni>| 
rington  in  charge,  arrived  in  \nadivostok  on  April  24^  lOlDj 
thirteen  days  before  Mrs.   St.  John  left  for  America.     Miasl 
Harrington  was  appointed  acting  chi«f  nurse  of  the  Siberiani 
Commission  and  for  the  first  time  the  status  of  the  Nursiii( 
Service  was  defined.     Hitherto,  the  nurses  had  had  no  ropre-j 
sentation  on  the  Finance   (the  governing)   Committee  of  lh< 
commission ;  they  had  been  assigned  to  service  by  the  dootoi 
and  had  had  little  voice  in  the  determination  of  nursing  policiea.] 
Upon  the  occasion  of  Alias  Harrington's  appointment,  the  gen- 
eral supervision  of  nurses  and  their  assignment  to  duty  wa 
delegated  to  a  separate  Department  of  Nursing,  of  which  Mii 
Harrington  was  made  acting  director.     She  was  given  a  plac 
on  the  Finance  Committee  and  powers  and  facilities  to  orgnnizej 
the  Nursing  Service  along  the  same  general  lines  of  office  detai 
and  administration  prevailing  at  National  Headquarters. 

Miss  Harrington  was  a  graduate  of  St.   Mary's  Hospital,^ 
Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  and  hud  done  public  health  and  induj 
trial  nursing  in  Seattle,  Washington,  previous  to  her  Red  Crosi] 
assignment. 

A  second  group  of  nurses  arrived  in  Vladivostok  on  June 
under  the  leadership  of  Ethel  Pinder,  a  young  and  able  nu: 
who  after  graduation  from  the  Atlantic  City  (New  Jersey 
Hospital  School,  had  had  experience  in  medical  soeiol  service 
at  Bellevue  Hospital  and  in  public  health  nursing  at  Hem 
Street.  Upon  her  arrival  at  Vladivostok,  Miss  Pinder  wns  aJ 
signed  to  duty  as  Miss  Harrington^s  assistant;  she  pnimptl; 
OBtablishcd  the  records  of  duty  and  correspondence  files  for  th< 
nurses  of  the  commission,  in  rouforraity  with  the  syatcm  pi 
vailing  at  National  Headquarters. 

On  June  2*),  Anna  L.  Tittnian  and  a  unit  of  tweuty-fii 
nufHrs  and  seven  aides  arrived  in  Siberia.  Jfiss  Tittnian  ha< 
been  seh'cted  by  Miss  Noyes  as  a  nurse  exccutiiT  wlio  woul< 
be  particularly  yaluable  in  straightening  out  the  organizatioi 
difficulties  in  Silieria.  She  ]K»8(*essed  a  penchant  for  detail 
and  with  it  a  keen  and  well-lmlniu'cd  niind.  She  was  graduate 
in  1906  from  the  Sprin^rficld  (Illinois)  ScIum^I  for  Nurses  and 
had  had  post-graduate  work  at  (he  Johns  liopkius  and  Bellevu^ 


Nurses  of  the  Siberian  CommiBHiun  ^o  ahoppin^  ut  a  luurkct  of  Alunchurla 

Station, 
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Hospitals.  She  later  organized  public  school  mirsing  in  Spring- 
field and  was  for  aoine  years  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
Illinois  Board  of  Nnrse  Examiners. 

The  activities  of  The  reorganized  Commission  for  Siberia  in- 
cluded medical  and  general  relief  in  three  principal  zones:  the 
Eastern  Division  which  included  the  Vladivostok  District  and 
extended  westward  to  Manchuria  Station;  the  far- Western 
Division,  which  included  the  territory  extending  from  the  Ural 
Ihfonntaius  to  Krasnoyarsk ;  and  the  Central  Division,  which 
included  the  provinces  of  Irkutsk  and  the  Trans-Baikalia.  The 
account  of  the  American  Red  Cross  nursing  activities  in  these 
three  zones -will  deal  lirst  with  events  which  transpired  in  the 
Eastern  Division,  then  in  the  far-Western  and  Central  Di- 
visions. 

Vladivostok  was  the  port  of  entry  for  all  American  Red 
Cross  personnel  of  the  commission  and  relief  supplies  in 
Siberia;  all  tiles  were  kept  there  and  ali  reports  of  its  activities 
cleared  through  tlic  Vladivostok  office  to  National  Headtpiar- 
ters.  The  nurses  and  aides  of  the  reenforeed  commission  were 
housed  in  the  Russian  Barracks,  "an  international  compound," 
wrote  Miss  Finder  to  Miss  Noyes,  "where  Japanese,  Chinese, 
French,  Italian  and  British  soldiers  are  billeted  in  the  sur- 
rounding buildings."  As  the  needs  for  their  sendees  developed 
in  western  Siberia,  nurses  were  sent  into  the  interior  on  Red 
Cross  trains.  Nurses  and  aides  assigned  to  service  in  Vladi- 
vostok continued  to  live  at  the  llussian  Barracks  or,  if  condi- 
tions j>ermitted,  were  furnished  quarters  in  the  hospitals  to 
which  they  were  assigned. 

The  lirst  work  of  the  Nursing  Department  in  the  Eastern 
Division  was  the  reorganization  of  nursing  activities  in  all  Bed 
Cross  hospitals  in  this  zone.  This  reorganization,  with  its  im- 
provement in  the  quality  of  nursing  care  given  the  patients,  had 
not  been  p<»ssihle  iH^fore  liecause  of  the  limited  number  of  nurses 
and  the  shortage  of  supplies. 

Hussian  Island  Hospital  was  the  first  institution  to  undergo 
the  reorganization.  Mary  Marcy,  fonnerly  suj)erintendent  of 
the  House  of  Mercy  Hospital  at  Pittsfield,  Massachusetts,  was 
assigned  to  duty  at  Russian  Island  Hospital  as  chief  nurse  and 
a  large  detail  of  American  Red  Cross  nurses  were  stationed 
there  to  assist  her.  The  capacity  of  the  hospital  was  consider- 
ably raised  and  its  scope  broadened.  In  a  letter  addressed  on 
October  12,  1010,  to  Miss  Noyes,  Miss  Marcy  wrote: 
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In  the  summer,  Russian  laknd  is  a  place  of  great  beau 
It  is  about  Hevenieeu  miles  long,  has  many  iuletn  and  is  hi 
and  covered  with  snmlt,  rather  stunted  trees  and  quantities 
wild  flowers  (we  counted  forty  varieties  at  one  time) 
are  a  thirty  minutes*  boat  ride  across  the  bay  from  VIa 
vostok. 

The  hospital  itself  is  sitiinled  on  a  eliff  overlooking  tlie  bay 
and  consists  of  three  one-titory  buildings.  \Vlien  I  llrst  eamr 
here  in  July,  there  were  only  Czeeh  soldiers  here,  but  sintv  it 
has  been  changed  into  a  general  hoj^pital.  our  patients  repre- 
sent about  ten  nationalities.  Our  ptaff  is  made  \ip  of  two 
American  and  two  Russian  doctors,  fourteen  American  nu 
two  Cze<:h  aides  and  eighteen  Russian  Sisters.  .  S  . 

Next  to  the  Russian  Island  Hospital  was  an  American 
Cross  children's  colony.  In  the  summer  of  1918,  a  commitl 
of  Petn)grad  parents,  organized  under  the  sanction  of  the 
partmeut  of  Education  of  the  Soviet  Government,  had  sent 
large  eolonv  of  Pctrograd  children,  with  their  teachers,  to 
western  Siberia  on  account  of  the  food  shurtago  in  Russia. 
Stan^ation  and  disease,  however,  had  overtaken  tliem  in  Siberia 
and  tinully  the  Russian  woman  in  charge  of  the  colony,  Madame 
Vera  Qvanovna  Kutchenakaigaj  appealed  to  representatives  of 
the  American  Red  Crosa  then  in  the  Ural  Mountain  regions 
for  aid.  "She  told  us/'  wrote  Captain  Bukeley,  "of  the  sutfcp- 
ingof  theses  children  who  had  trekked  their  way  from  European 
Russia,  traveling  nuiuy  hundreds  of  miles  on  foot  .  .  .  Many 
of  them  became  little  frightened  animals  who  ran  away  at  the 
flight  of  huniuu  bt»ings  who  would  have  helped  them,  ran  until 
they  were  free  fnuu  pursuit,  when  they  would  eat  graaa  jind 
roots  until  exposure  mercifully  let  them  sleep  without  awaken- 
ing." 

Two  hundred  and  seventy-two  children  were  gathered  to^ 
gether  by  the  American  Red  Cross  early  in  HUD  at  Lake  Tu 
goyal  and  were  started  in  .luly  uptm  their  long  journey  ei 
ward.  Others  were  collected  from  adjoining  towns  and  villages] 
three  hundred  arrived  in  Vhidivo8t<»k  in  August  and  su'ven 
hundred  more  several  wc<*k8  later.  The  entire  ctdony  of  oi 
nitic  hundred  wan  establislied  in  barracks  next  to  the  Amorirj 
Red  CVoss  Hospital  on  Uus^ian  lislantl.  Two  nurst^,  Miriai 
I>>wi8  and  Maude  K.  M<M»dy,  were  the  first  nuraea  assigned 
the  eolonv  to  look  after  the  children's  physical  welfare. 

The  Vladivostok  Refugee  Hospital  undenvcut  the  same  gen* 
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•al  reftrgauization  and  oxpansiou  a8  did  the  Russian  Island 

[ospital.      Mary   H.   Betht'l,   a   rapablo   and  oner^rctiL-  former 

ief  nurse  in  the   Navy   Nurso  Ciirps,   was  assig^u/d   t<>  duty 

[^oro,  tirst  aa  dietitian  and  assistant  ehicf  nurse,  later  as  ehief 

kursc.     A  large  and  active  eHnic  vyas  organized  at  the  Refugee 

[ospital;  Josephine  Albright  was  placed  in  charge  of  public 

lealtli  nursing  and  medical  social  service  work  in  connection 

ith  it 

Owing  to  the  influx  of  Russian  refugees  into  Vladivostok  in 
the  fall  of  1019,  an  intlux  due  to  victories  of  the  Red  Guard 
in  the  West,  the  conmiission  took  over  on  Novemher  1  sections 
of  the  Morskoi  (Naval)  Hospital.  Red  Cross  wards  Inid  a 
;«apacity  of  220  patients  and  treated  principally  surgical  cases. 
The  nursing  staiT  consisted  of  twenty-eight  American  nurses 
and  twenty  Russian  aides.  Miss  Bethel  was  chief  nurse,  a  re- 
aponsibility  added  to  her  duties  at  the  Refugee  Hospital. 

On  November  18,  street  fighting  broke  out  in  Vludivostok 
between  the  upln'MiTs  of  the  Kolchuk  Goveruiuent  and  local 
Bolshevik  sympathizers,  and  unmerous  civilians  were  wounded. 
An  emergeiu'v  hunpital  was  etitublished  in  twenty-four  hours' 
lime  by  the  connniasion  in  American  Red  Cross  Barracks  No. 
7.    Miss  Tittnian  wn^tc  Miss  Noyea: 

During  the  revolution  in  Vladivostok,  everyone  at  Barracks 
No.  7  worke*]  hnnl  and  long.  Our  Red  Cross  men  showed 
spirit  and  courage  in  picking  up  and  bringing  in  the  wounded. 
The  variety  of  our  patients  (there  were  5f>  admitted  to  the 
emergency  hospital)  exemplified  the  true  principles  of  Red 
Cross  neutrality.  There  was  a  Korean  whi»  hud  beeu  picked 
up  from  his  jsampan ;  two  Japanone;  (ieneral  Oaida's  woman 
cook,  who  had  been  beaten  with  the  butts  of  Rnhliors'  guns;  a 
Russian  priest;  a  British  otiicer;  soldiers  of  all  the  factions 
involved  in  the  fight;  railroad  men;  innocent  bystanders;  and 
even  an  American  Baih)r. 

By  November  11).  practically  all  the  victims  of  the  street 
fighting  had  hecn  transferred  to  other  Red  Cross  and  Russian 
hospitals  or  to  their  homes.  Most  of  the  military  ca&es  were 
taken  to  the  Morskoi  Hospital.  .  .  . 


n  TTovember,  lf>lf>,  Mrs.  St.  John  and  Oolonel  TeuBler  re- 
turned to  Vladivostok,     Mrs.  St.  John  resumed  her  duties  as 
ief  nurse  of  the  Silverian  Commission  and  Miss  Tittman  con- 
tinued aa  chief  nurse  of  the  Eastern  Division. 
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In  addition  to  the  maintenance  of  the  hospitals  described 
above,  the  !Nursing  Service  in  Siberia  took  up  again  the  edu- 
cational project  initiated  hy  Miss  Dewar  in  April,  IDl'J,  and 
Helen  L,  Bridge  was  made  responsible  for  its  d«*vel<»pmenC 
Miss  Brid^'  Lad  taken  her  B.  S.  dcpx^*  ^t  Teachers*  College, 
had  been  an  instructor  at  the  St.  Luke's  (New  York  City) 
School  for  Nurses  and  had  later  served  as  superintendent  of  the 
Washington  University  School  for  Niirsca  at  St.  Ix)uis.  Tn  a 
report  submitted  to  Miss  Tittman  on  December  17,  1019,  Miss 
Bridge  wrote: 

On  August  4,  1919,  a  four  montha'  course  of  study  was 
iiiitiated  for  Russian  women  serving  as  nurses'  aides  in  the 
American  Hod  Oohb  hoHpitali;  At  HuHHian  Inland  anil  Vkdi* 
voBtdk.  During  the  course  it  was  planne*!  to  give  sixty-four 
hours'  instruction  in  elemontary  nursing  and  hygienf,  includ- 
ing bandaging;  discussion  of  the  commoner  medical  and 
surgical  emergencies  and  forty-eight  hours'  class  work  in 
English. 

Tlie  object  underlying  the  course  was  to  improve  the 
standard  of  the  nursing  service  in  the  American  Red  Cro?s 
hofipitalK  by  giving  the  pupils  a  RyHtemalic  training  which 
could  be  coordinated  with  their  practical  work  in  the  bocpital 
wnrJy.  ...  In  addition,  it  was  felt  that  the  organization  of 
class  work  for  Russian  girls  offered  a  splentlid  educational 
opportunity  in  itself;  a  national  characteristic  of  the  Russians 
is  their  passion  for  study. 

Two  classes  were  organized,  one  at  Russian  Island  Hospital 
and  the  other  at  A'ladivostok.  .  .  .  During  the  paet  four 
montliH,  the  theoretical  iniitructor  has  taught  four  hours  a 
day  for  three  days  a  week  on  Russian  Island  and  three  hours 
a  day  for  three  days  each  week  in  Vladivostok.  .  .  ,  The 
ward  instructors  .  .  .  have  supplemented  the  pupils*  (-tii.ss- 
roum  instruction  with  bedside  teaching.  As  there  was  no 
nursing  textbook  in  Hn.s.<ian  procurable,  a  digest  of  the  text- 
book of  Home  Hygiene  and  Care  of  the  Sick  was  translated 
and  later  published  in  Russian;  the  translator  also  served  u 
interpreter  during  the  classroom  work. 

For  the  Knglinh  instruction,  no  books  were  ftvailabU  until 
within  a  few  weeks  before  tlic  coui-Iutfion  of  the  course.  Then 
a  supply  of  Beshgeturians'  "Foreigners'  Guide  to  English** 
was  received  from  Matiila. 

On  l>ccembor  1,  1919.  seventeen  pupils  were  graduated 
from  the  Russian  Islaud  class  and  eleven  others  from  the 
Vladivostok  class. 
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A  third  class  was  orgauized  on  November  6  and  was  com- 
posed iif  Ruasimi  girls  of  over  eighteen  years  of  age  from  the 
Petrograd  Children's  Colony.  Fifteen  students  entered  this 
course  and  nx^ived  their  practical  instnietiou  in  American 
Red  Cross  wards  of  the  Morskoi  Xaval  lloapitul. 

These  three  elenientary  courses  had  been  initiated  as  an  ex- 
periment to  determine  whether  or  not  it  would  be  feasible  for 
the  American  Red  Cross  to  attempt  to  develop  in  Vladivostok 
a  permanent  training  school  for  nurses  under  the  Nightingale 
System.  Miss  Noyes  had  been  anxious  for  the  Department  of 
Nursing  to  establish  one  but  to  Miss  Tittmnn  and  Miss  Bridge 
it  had  seemed  wiser  not  to  attempt  it  for  the  following  reasons, 
which  were  contained  in  a  letter  written  December  3^  1S19, 
bj  Miss  Bridge  to  Colonel  Teusler: 


2. 


1.    The  preliminary  education  of  candidates  is  too  uneven  to 
allow  definite  methods  of  instruction  or  the  giving  of 

prescribed  four&^es. 

There  is  an  inadequate  number  of  candidates  with  satis- 
factory preliminary  education. 

Applicants  roine  to  us  not  because  of  a  deep-rooted  interest 
in  nursiii";  and  a  desire  for  training  but  because  they  are 
forced  to  earn  their  livelihood. 

Ameriuuu  nurpes  cannot  toacb  witliout  more  of  a  working 
vocabulary  of  Hut-siun  than  ihcy  r<mld  ai-quuv  in  the  time 
spent  here.  It  is  not  wholly  satisfactory  to  teach  through 
interpreters.  The  piipils,  although  eager  and  quick  to 
learn  English,  would  not  be  able  to  use  Englinh  textbooks. 
There  are  no  sati-sfactory  Russian  textbooks  available. 


P  In  addition  to  the  courses  offered  to  Russian  hospital  aides, 
Miss  Bridge  also  organized,  with  t!ie  cooperation  of  the  Kussian 
Red  Cross,  courses  in  Ilame  Uygienc  and  Care  of  the  iSick  for 
lajrwomen.  The  first  class  was  started  on  December  10;  Vashti 
Bartlett  was  the  instructor.  During  the  progress  of  this  course 
a  teaching  center  was  opened  at  No,  10  Peter  the  Great  Street 
and  during  December,  1919,  and  January,  1920,  five  additional 
clsBses  of  Vladivostok  women  were  instructed  there.  Another 
class  was  started  in  December  which  included  girls  of  the 
Petrograd  Children's  Colony  fifteen  years  of  age  and  over. 

An  interesting  phase  of  the  educational  program  had  taken 
place  in  August.     Miss  Bridge  described  it  in  her  final  report: 
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During  the  month  of  August,  the  Department  of  Nxirsing 
was  reqiiGsted  to  provide  instruction  to  a  group  of  Korcuu 
women  in  the  city  of  Vladivostok,  The  Red  Cross  agreed  to 
do  this  if  an  interpreter  could  be  secured.  It  was  necessan- 
to  send  to  Korea  for  one  and  she  did  not  arrive  in  Madivoetok 
until  pecfember.  A  furtlier  delay  was  encountered  by  the 
necessity  of  preparing  a  Korean  translation  of  the  textbcKik  in 
Home  Hygiene  and  Care  of  the  Sick,  After  having  overcome 
these  difficulties,  the  classes  could  not  be  given  owing  to  the 
imminent  withdrawal  of  American  Red  Cross  nnrses  from 
Siberia.  It  was  suggested,  however,  that  the  courses  be  given 
anyhow,  the  theoretic^al  instru<'tion  by  n  Korean  woman  who 
is  a  graduate  of  a  mission  school  for  nurses  in  Seotil,  aud 
the  practical  demonstrations  by  a  Russian  nurses'  ai»le  wh\) 
served  as  interpreter  to  Miss  Bartlett  and  assisted  in  the  con- 
duct of  the  classes  for  laywomen. 

An  effort  was  made  to  extend  the  class  work  and  the  instnic- 
tiou  of  nurses*  aides  to  western  Silx*ria  but  the  miittary  sit- 
uation in  the  summer  of  1919  made  the  development  of  such  a 
project  impossible. 

When  the  American  Rod  Cross  closed  its  program  in  Siberia 
in  the  spring  of  1920,  fourteen  classes  had  been  organized,  in- 
cluding the  three  for  nurses'  aides,  aud  2Hj  pupils  had  l»ecn 
enrolled.  Of  the  close  of  the  educational  program.  Miss  Bridge 
wrote: 

A  plan  has  been  formulated  to  continue  the  Teaching 
Center  under  the  direction  of  Sister  Selma  Cheppo^^ovft,  a 
graduate  Russian  nurse  who  will  be  assisted  by  Vulentiua 
Alexandrof,  interpreter  to  Miwt  Bartlett.  Mist*  Farmer,  the 
American  Re<l  Cross  nurse  in  charge  of  the  Fetrograd  Chil- 
dren's (*olony,  will  continue  the  classes  among  the  girls  of  the 
Colony. 

As  to  the  textbooks  in  hand,  .  ,  .  the  "Foreigners*  Ouid<»4 
to  Eniflish"  have  been  turned  over  to  Miss  Farmer  for  use  m 
the  children's  Colony.  The  Russian  text  of  Honw  Hygiew 
and  Care  of  the  Sick  was  received  from  the  printer  early  in 
February.  Some  uf  these  will  be  used  by  the  Childn-n'a 
Colony  and  the  Teaching  Center  and  others  will  be  toriMd 
over  to  the  Russian  educational  auUioritie^  aud  public  officiaU. 

Immediately  west  of  Vladivostok  in  the  Maurhurian  province 
of  China  lay  the  city  of  Harbin.  Hen*  In  August  and  Septera* 
ber,  1910^  cholera  was  epidemic     Five  American  lii'd  CruM 
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nursea  of  the  Siberian  Commission  were  assigned  in  Aiigust  to 
assist  American  Red  Cross  doctors  in  their  efforts  to  check 
the  disease.  The  head  nurse  of  this  detachment  was  Vashti 
Bartlett,  who  needs  no  introduction  here  to  readers  of  this 
history.     On  September  2,  Miss  Bartlett  wrote  Miss  Noyes: 

The  five  of  us  arrived  here  in  Harliin  on  the  morning  nf 
August  20  and  spent  our  first  day  being  taken  on  a  surve\ 
about  the  city.  Harbin  is  divided  into  three  principal  dis- 
tricts; each  district  k  a  distinct  city  in  iti^elf.  One  is  occu- 
pied by  the  Chinese,  another  by  the  Russians  and  a  third  by 
the  Jews. 

Our  iirt:t  morning  was  spent  in  the  Chinese  city.  There  we 
met  many  people  wearing  masks.  Lime  is  sprinkled  every- 
where and  we  saw  cotlins  in  the  streets  waiti'ig  to  be  hauled 
off.  We  were  told  that  in  the  beginning  of  the  epidemic  the 
bodies  were  thrown  in  any  clump  of  tall  grass,  but  that  has 
been  stopped.  Now  cofllus  are  given  to  anyone  who  asks  for 
one ;  the  relief  societies  and  the  American  Hed  Cross  here  put 
aside  a  sum  of  money  for  tliis  express  purpose. 

The  Chinese  City  Hospital  has  a  most  capable  Chinese  doc- 
tor in  charge  of  it^  Dr.  Wu.  Our  Anioriran  Ited  Cross  doctors 
were  also  working  here;  on  the  fulluwing  day,  two  of  our 
nurses  reported  there  to  help  with  the  transfusions.  The 
cause  of  death  frnm  cholera,  it  pcenis,  is  dun  to  the  fact  that 
80  much  of  the  fluids  of  tiie  body  arc  given  off  iu  the  alnuist 
constant  vomiting  and  stools  tliat  the  hlood  cannot  flow  for 
lack  of  fluid.  Thus  trnn.'^ftisions  supply  the  needed  fluid,  and 
under  this  treatment  the  death  rate  is  lessened  fifty  per  cent. 
Indeed,  I  have  seen  men  brought  in  unconsfioiis  and  half  an 
hours  later  !  liave  seen  them  walk  out.  t)ue  of  the  chief 
difficulties  in  treating  the  Chinese  is  to  keep  them  long  enough 
for  the  two  or  thrr-o  transfusions  needed. 

No  one  who  had  not  been  here  can  imagine  the  numbers  of 
flics  which  swarm  over  the  patient^.  At  your  approach,  a 
black  cloud  of  them  will  rise  from  (he  patients  who  lie  about 
waiting  their  turn.  As  soon  as  the  American  doctors  and 
nurses  could  get  it  done,  straw  sheds  were  made  and  the  doors 
covered  with  net.  The  Chinese  prefer  to  sleep  on  the  floor  on 
straw,  which  is  afterwards  burne<L  Other  than  this,  we  really 
did  very  little  but  give  the  transfusions,  because  the  patients 
are  soon  able  to  look  after  themselves.  1  don't  know  what  wc 
would  have  done,  however,  if  the  disease  had  not  been  one 
from  which  its  victims  recovered  quickly  after  treatment,  as 
the  epidemic  was  spreading  from  the  Chinese  City  to  the  other 
:ions. 
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In  the  Russian  section  of  Harbin»  the  situation  was  even 
more  desperate.    Miss  Bartlett  wrote  Miss  Noj'es: 

Our  nurses  are  now  working  in  tn'o  RuBsian  hospitals  and  a 
buiMinj;  of  the  Central  Hospital  has  lieen  turned  over  to  us. 
This  building  houses  al>out  a  hundred  patients.  In  a  Russian 
hospital,  thin^  are  not  done  as  we  do  them.  For  instaiu»e,  I 
was  in  a  ward  to-day  with  three  Russian  doctors  and  several 
nurses;  a  patient  was  sick  and  they  let  her  vomit  three  times 
and  made  no  motion  to  get  a  basin  or  to  clean  up  the  floor,  but 
did  after  the  fourth  time.  The  Russian  nurses  go  on  duty  for 
twenty-four  hours  and  then  go  off  again  for  forty-eight  hours. 
Men  and  women  are  put  in  the  same  room  in  beds  next  to  one 
another  and  1  have  yet  to  see  a  screen.  No  attempt  is  made 
to  keep  the  patient  cotered  and  as  likely  as  not  the  orderly 
will  wait  upon  a  woman  patient  and  the  nurse  upon  a  man.  I 
have  seen  them  bring  a  patient  the  length  of  the  building  on  a 
stretcher  without  anything  on  him;  now  they  seem  to  know, 
however,  that  I  insist  upon  a  sheet. 

Patients  used  to  be  brought  in,  placed  on  any  vacant  bed 
and  transfused  right  there  with  friends  and  other  patients 
looking  on.  As  1  have  not  yet  seen  a  rubber  sheet,  the  bed« 
were  always  wet  and  bloody.  Xow  we  have  a  room  with  three 
long  tables  in  it  and  the  patients  are  laid  on  them  and  trans- 
fused there.  I  often  lead  them  by  the  hand  Iwck  to  their 
relatives  or  friends.  Things  appear  to  be  going  excel- 
lently. .  .  . 

By  tbo  end  of  October,  cholera  had  been  stamped  out  in 
Harbin  and  three  of  the  nurses,  among  them  Miss  Burtlett, 
were  recalled  early  in  November  to  Vladivostok.  The  other 
two  remained  to  assist  in  caring  for  American  engineers  in  the 
hospital  of  the  Russian  Itailway  Service  Corps.  Thij*  hos- 
pital hud  been  started  early  in  11)11)  and  had  then  had  a  nursing 
staff  of  two  American  Red  Cross  nurses,  (Mrs.)  Gertrude  C. 
Rrnndon  and  Maliel  E.  Doub,  two  British  Rod  Cross  nurse? 
and  one  British  aide.  In  November,  Miss  Tittman  visited  ibc 
R.  R.  C.  S.  Hospital,  the  Central  Hospital,  the  City  Hospital 
the  Chinese  Hospital  and  the  Russian  Red  Cross  Hospital,  all 
of  them  places  in  which  American  nurses  had  been  stationed. 
Miss  Tittman  wrote  Miss  Noyes  on  November  15  that  she  wtf 
'*again  impressed  with  the  weak  organization  and  meager  dQoip;, 
ment  of  Russian  hospitals  in  Siberia.  The  Russiaa  Red  Ci 
Hospital  gives  a  two  year  course  of  truiuiug  to  nurses**' 


H 
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ddrd,  **and  I  made  an  effort  to  Ronipo  data  on  their  oonrse  of 
instruetiou  but  ret'eived  only  vague  eonimenta." 

The  eduontkmal  projects  and  the  nursing  service  which  was 
maintained  in  the  hospitals  established  or  aided  by  the  coin- 
ission  in  Vladivostok  and  Harbin,  constituted  the  nursing 
ivities  of  the  Eastern  Division.  Extensive  civilian  relief  was 
so  given  in  the  Vladivostok  District  and  throughout  western 
iberia.  Barracks  were  erected  to  house  the  refugees  and 
eals  were  ser\'ed  to  them.  Sewing  rooms,  a  weaving  and  a 
iloring  shop  was  opened.  Boots,  pajamas,  sheepskin  coats, 
irtfi,  socks,  sweaters  and  underwear  to  the  number  of  880,000 
rticles  were  distributed  by  February  28,  191?*.^* 

The  nursing  activities  of  the  American  Red  Cross  in  the 
western  and  central  provinces  of  Siberia  were  manifold  and 
the  service  itself  dithcnlt  and  fraught  with  many  hardships  and 
considerable  peril.  To  return  to  the  summer  of  li>in  an<l  the 
retjrguuizaiiou  of  the  Nursing  Service:  Upon  Miss  Tittmau's 
arrival  at  Vladivostok  late  in  J\me,  Miss  Harrington  had  l>een 
appointed  chief  nurse  of  the  Western  Division  and  in  company 
witli  Major  F.  P.  Manget,  then  acting-commissioner  and  man- 
ager of  the  Western  Division,  had  gone  west  in  June  to  Omsk 
to  supervise  the  establishment  of  an  office  from  which  nursing 
personnel  could  be  distributed  in  western  Siberia,  It  will  be 
remembered  that  at  this  time  the  American  Rod  Cross  was 
operating  a  large  hospital  at  Tumen,  of  which  Mis8  Farmer  was 
chief  nurse;  another  ui  Omsk,  of  which  Miss  Carter  was  chief 
nurse;  and  typhus  hospitals  at  various  other  towns  and  cities  in 
western  Siberia.  C'olonel  Teusler  and  Mrs.  St.  John,  it  will 
also  Ik?  remembered,  had  gone  to  the  United  States  and  Miss 
Tittraan  and  Majiir  J.  X.  Strong  were  left  in  ciiarge  in  Vladi- 
vostok during  their  absence. 

Among  the  Ked  Cross  personnel  who  went  west  with  Miss 
Harrington  and  Major  Manget  was  a  merry-spirited  nurses' 
aide,  Edith  Barnett.  On  July  3,  she  wrote  from  Omsk  to 
Miss  Pinder; 

I  wish  T  rould  adequately  describe  ihia  sweet  spot  in  which 
we  are  waiting  for  uiir  a8i»i^mnients.  The  hot»pital  itself  is 
beautifully  situated  about  five  miles  from  town  ami  we  are  in 

■•For  further  detaiU  of  the  civilian  relief  pm^rum,  see  "The  Work  of 
the  American  Red  Cross  during  the  War:  A  Statement  of  Finances  ftnd 
AcpompliBhrnents;"  also  Annual  Repurts,  1019  and  1020;  IUhI  Cross 
"  ibrarj'. 
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a  real  Russian  log  house  set  in  a  grove  of  birch  trees.  The 
song  birds  awoke  us  this  morning  and  we  lay  on  our  »<»t6  on 
the  summer  sleeping  porcli  and  looked  out  through  the  quiver- 
ing l>irL'h  leaves  to  the  cobalt  sky — for  the  sky  cuu  In;  bluer  in 
Siberia  than  an}'where  else,  it  seenas. 

We  had  a  most  beautiful  trip  on  the  train.  We  came  by 
freight  and  stopped  at  all  the  wood  piles  and  watering  tauka. 
The  scenery  and  wild  flowers  were  indescribably  beautiful. 
On  the  upgrades  some  of  the  men  would  jump  off  the  train 
ajul  gather  flowers  that  filled  our  compartments  and  dining 
rooms.  We  were  in  a  bower  of  purple  iris,  marigolds,  yellow 
lilies,  peonies,  lilies-of-the-valley,  blue  columbine  and  wild 
roses.  .  .  . 

On  Jnly  9,  Miss  Harrington  with  six  American  Red  Crosa 
nurses  and  three  aides  arrived  at  Cheliabinsk  and  found  that 
the  American  Red  Cross  bud  taken  over  the  Perecolencheaky 
Punkt,  or  Government  Immigration  Station,  two  weeks  before, 
but  that  they  were  not  yet  fully  establiahed.  Misa  Harrington 
wrote  Miss  Noyea: 

We  gradually  took  poesession  of  the  buildings  as  they  were 
freed  from  vermin,  whitewashed  and  made  sanitary.  Eleveu 
of  the  sixteen  buildings  were  soon  in  our  possession  and  our 
wardu  tilled  with  patients  delighted  with  the  bugless  beds  and 
the  fresh  sheets  and  Red  Cross  pajamas.  We  had  inherited 
three  hundred  surgical  and  seventeen  typhus  cases.  Stephanie 
Pohle  is  chief  nurse. 

A  good-sized  laundry  and  big  bath  were  in  the  process  of 
being  made  sanitary,  also  five  other  buildings  to  be  used  for 
patients.  In  addition,  there  was  a  good-si/ed  Ambuialorpak 
or  clinic  where  during  a  four  days*  observation  five  hundre<i 
cases  were  treated.  When  the  hospital  was  tirst  taken  over, 
tiiere  was  a  large  percentage  of  hand  and  foot  or  self-inflicted 
wounds.  Tinder  our  regime,  these  cases  were  refused  hospital 
care  but  allowed  treatment  at  the  Ambulataryah. 

Taking  it  in  nil,  the  Punkt  was  an  ideal  location  for  • 
hospital.  Trainloads  of  wounded  from  the  front  could  bf 
backed  into  tlie  yards  and  unloaded  witli  little  effort;  the 
grouridH,  though  neglected,  could  have  been  made  highly  at- 
tractive, nnd  the  buildings  usable. 

In  u  letter  written  Miaa  Noyea  on  July  23,  Miw  Harring- 
ton, then  en  route  to  Omsk^  described  the  fate  of  the  Chelia- 
binsk Hospital: 


NURSING  SERVICE  TO  CIVILIAN  POPULATION    941 

After  we  had  been  at  Cheliabinsk  for  two  days,  we  learned 
that  the  Bolsheviki  were  making  rapid  progress  and  tliat 
ditferent  Russian  regiments  whicli  had  been  sent  to  the  front 
had  vanished  in  thin  air.  Major  Manget,  acting  commis- 
sioner, decided  U^  push  nn  io  Mians  U)  interview  (Jeiu'ra! 
SuroflT  regarding  true  conditions,  so  our  ear  wan  attached  to  an 
outgoing  train  heavily  guarded  by  Russian  soldiers  and  we 
made  iliusH  in  about  ei^ht  hours.  Thus  Major  Manget  was 
advised  to  evacuate  eastward  the  Red  Cross  personnel  at 
Cheliabinsk  and  the  Petrograd  Ked  Cross  Cbildreirp  Colony 
then  at  Lake  Turgoyal.  about  sixteen  vers(s  from  the  station 
at  Miass.  We  three  women,  one  an  interpreter  and  the  other 
a  publicity  woman,  st^irtetl  out  for  the  colony  in  the  rain  and 
arrived  there  almut  two  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

The  next  morning,  a  beautiful  one,  the  cliildren  gathered 
with  tlieir  treasures  and  ,  .  .  finally  all  were  gotten  started 
on  their  way  eastward,  We  finally  reached  Cheliabinsk  and 
were  there  for  a  day,  then  pulled  out  one  train  behind  that 
carr}ing  tlie  Children's  Colony. 

The  t'on<littoiis  here  seem  hopeless  now.  The  latest  news 
from  Chdiabinsk  is  serious  nTid  Kkiiterinburg  is  in  tlu^  hands 
of  the  RoJslieviki.  Nothing  in  the  world  can  prevent  them 
from  swooping  down  on  Omsk  and  where  the  front  will  be  in 
three  weeks  is  a  matter  for  conjecture. 

On  July  26,  Miss  Harrington  wrote  Miss  Noyea  from  Omsk 
regarding  the  evacuation  before  the  victorious  Red  Guard: 

We  arrived  at  Omsk  on  July  24  and  were  astonished  to  find 
that  our  American  personnel  had  already  been  moved  down 
the  line.  Kkaterinburg  is  also  evacuating,  so  Major  Manget 
after  a  consultation  with  American  Consul  General  Harris 
and  our  Army  oflicials,  felt  that  it  would  be  well  to  get  our 
personnel  out  before  traffic  is  paralyzed  and  our  people  bottled 
up  here  indeiinitely. 

The  complete  personnel  frtun  Tumen  will  be  moved  to 
Tomsk  to  open  a  2(»0()-bed  hospital  there.  The  rest  will  go  on 
to  Irkutsk  to  awtiit  further  orders.  .  .  . 

All  our  plans  for  the  four  months'  intensive  training  for 
Russian  aides  have  had  to  be  given  up.  It  is  discouraging 
because  the  Russian  nurses  at  the  front  are  trying  to  use  our 
supplies  and  it  does  seem  as  if  we  ought  to  train  these  young 
women  ii»  the  proper  way  to  use  thorn.  Most  of  them  are  just 
young  refugee  girls  who  must  have  employment  and  previous 
to  their  work  with  us  have  had  no  training  of  any  kind. 
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A  second  train  carrying  our  personnel  starts  eastward  this 
aftenu>on.  There  will  be  left  only  seven  nurses  in  Omsk  and 
they  will  evar-uate  with  other  American  personnel  on  Consul 
General  Harris'  train  when  he  feels  that  the  proi>er  time  has 
come.  We  are  pad,  indeed,  over  the  sudden  change  of  atTairs 
and  we  can  only  hope  that  within  a  short  time  we  will  be  back 
in  Omsk  and  even  in  Cheliabinsk. 

The  success  which  had  met  the  advance  of  the  Red  Guard 
in  the  ChcHubinsk  district  continued  and  on  July  20,  Major 
Strong,  in  charge  of  American  Red  Cross  activities  in  V^ladi- 
vostoky  wired  Colonel  Teusler,  tlien  in  Washington: 

Owing  to  Bolehevik  advances,  Cheliabinsk  and  Tumen  have 
already  been  evacuated.  Omsk  is  being  evacuated  am!  the 
nursing  staif  has  already  left.  The  supply  trains  going  west 
are  being  returned  east.  Irkutsk  will  have  a  three  hundred! 
bed  hospital,  but  further  extensions  or  storage  impossible  on 
account  of  the  overcrowded  conditions  of  the  city.  We  are 
arranging  store  depots  at  Verkhne-Udinsk  and  llarbiu  as  th« 
most  advisable  western  points  for  warchotise  space. 

The  personnel  will  be  housed  at  Buchaloo  until  the  situBtion 
clears.  Further  incomers  are  being  stopped  at  Japan,  ajs  there 
is  no  space  in  Vladivostok. 

Tomsk  was  the  next  largn  city  located  east  of  Omsk  on  the 
Trans-WilK'rian  Railway  and  for  some  weeks  it  U'canie  the  head- 
quarters of  the  American  Red  Ooas  in  western  Siberia.  MiM 
Harrington  detailed  nurses  and  aides  to  the  American  Red 
Cross  hospital  which  had  been  established  in  101$  with  the 
cooperation  of  the  Faculty,  in  one  of  the  twenty-nine  buildingt 
of  the  Tomsk  University.  No  American  nurses  had  been  a»- 
signed  to  duty  there  in  1018,  however,  because  they  could  not 
be  spared,  and,  indeed,  their  stay  in  the  handsome  I'niveniity 
Hospital  during  ll*lt»  was  short.  The  city  of  Tomsk  poaaeaaed 
the  beauty  traditional  to  Russian  and  Siberian  cities.  The 
streets  were  broad  and  well  kept  and  the  stores  large  and,  pre- 
vious to  1014,  well  stoc'ked  with  hucuries  of  all  kinds.  The 
University,  where  MetchnikolT  had  performed  some  of  hi*  re- 
Knarkable  experiments,  had  made  Tomsk  the  center  of  Siberian 
art,  science  and  letters.  It  bad  also  been  the  seat  of  the  Kolehak 
Government. 

All  American  Red  Cross  women  personnel  were  evacuated 
from  Tomsk  late  in  August  and  got  out  safely,  all  except  Edith 
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Barnett,  who  had  died  of  typhus  on  August  15  and  had  been 
buried  several  days  later  at  Vcrkhne-Udinsk. 

During  the  month  of  Septemlxr,  IDIO,  only  three  American 
Red  Cross  hospitals  were  maintained  in  the  Western  Division, 
the  first  at  Omsk;  the  second  at  Novo-Nikohmvsk;  and  the 
third  at  Tomsk.  American  Red  Cross  physicians  were  still  in 
charge  but  no  American  Red  Cross  nurses  were  on  duty  in  any 
of  them.  The  thousand-Wd  hospital  which  had  been  started  in 
1918  in  the  agricultural  school  at  Omsk,  wns  stutTed  by  Russian 
Sisters,  with  Holen  Domerschikoif  in  charge.  Other  Russian 
Sisters  and  Russian  nurses'  aides  were  on  duty  at  Novo-Niko- 
lansk  and  Tomsk. 

The  city  of  Irkutsk,  some  miles  west  of  Lake  Baikal,  became 
in  Septenilier  the  center  of  Anu'rican  Red  (Voss  activity  in  the 
Siberian  interior.  Previous  to  l'.)14,  Irkutsk  had  been  perhaps 
the  largest  n^minercial  ceuti-r  in  Siberia  and  with  its  many 
stores,  nmseiiui,  the  university  and  a  military  barracks  capable 
of  housing  thirty  thousand  men,  wns  still  regarded  in  19111,  in 
spite  of  paralyzed  trade,  as  the  metropolis  of  Siberia. 

Upon  his  return  to  Vladivostok  from  the  United  States, 
Colonel  Teusler  had  proceeded  west  to  Irkutsk  to  confer  with 
Major  Manget  regarding  the  reorganization  of  the  Western 
DiviBion.  Upon  his  arrival  there  in  the  fall  of  1019,  a  third 
Division  was  created  and  its  headquarters  established  at  Irkutsk. 
Miss  Harrington  was  appointed  acting  chief  nurse. 

At  Irkutsk,  the  commission  established  fonr  large  hospitals. 
One  of  the  first  of  these  was  described  by  MJss  Ilarrington  in 
hex  September  Report : 

The  American  Red  Cross  Hospital  on  Xamanskaya  Ulitza, 
with  Christine  Kpnij)  in  charge  of  it,  is  now  caring  for  223 
patients,  most  of  whom  are  wounded  soldiers  brought  down 
from  tlie  Western  Front.  As  the  shortest  time  in  which  we 
have  received  them  after  they  have  started  from  the  front  is 
four  weeks,  the  condition  of  some  of  them  upon  arrival  is 
appalling.  Kven  their  bandages  are  alive  with  vermin  and 
their  garments  in  an  unthinkable  state.  The  surgical  work 
done  here  (and  our  agreement  with  the  Russian  military 
authorities  provides  that  we  take  only  surgical  cases)  consists 
principally  of  re-amputations,  amputations  and  drainage 
surgery  of  all  kinds. 

The  new  Chapel  ward  of  4fi-bed  capacity  is  reserved  solely 
for  convalescent  Czechs  and  is  a  sunny,  cheerful  room,  a  joy 
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to  these  men  who  deserve  the  best.  .  .  .  The  American  ward, 
reserved  for  male  members  of  the  Amertcaa  Red  Croas  per- 
eonncl,  the  American  engineei'tt  and  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  and  those 
of  our  Allies,  holds  au  average  of  two  or  three  patients,  all 
grateful  indeed  for  the  homelike  surroundings  and  the  fa- 
miliar medical  and  nursing  methods. 

A  second  Americiin  Red  Cross  hospital  at  Irkutsk  was  1^^" 
vision  No.  2  of  the  Kussiun  Alilitary  Hospital.  The  commia- 
siou  supplied  here  personnel  und  hospital  supplies  to  carry  on 
the  clinic  where  'SOO  hospital  patients  and  numerous  o\it-patienta 
had  their  wounds  drca-scd  daily ;  it  also  operated  a  suTg;ical  ward 
of  sixty-two  beds  and  a  medical  ward  (^f  twenty-six.  Stephanie 
Pohlc  was  chief  nurse  and  Harriet  Hunt  iu  charge  of  the  clinic 
But  it  was  up-hill  work;  in  a  report  submitted  ou  October  11 
to  the  Finance  Committee  of  the  Central  Division,  Miss  Har- 
rin^on  described  the  conditions  existing  in  the  Russian  Military 
Hospital : 

On  entering  the  hospital  each  morning,  it  is  not  the  greatest 
inspiration  to  be  greeted  by  the  sight  of  dead  bodies;  then 
passing  up  the  stairs  and  through  the  corridors  thick  with 
smoke  and  heavy  with  odors,  to  arrive  at  a  floor  wliere  300 
patients  are  being  housed.  N^inety  arc  in  Red  Cross  wanls, 
but  two  hundred  and  ten  others  receive  hit-and-miss  care; 
some  of  these  have  been  lying  for  days  without  change  of 
olotlies  on  the  floor  in  the  same  clothes  whirh  they  had 
over  a  month  before  at  tlie  front.  Infected  M^ith  typh 
carrying  vermin  as  tbey  are,  they  constitute  a  seriouB  menace 
to  the  UuHsiaii  and  American  personnel. 
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After  heroic  Ialx»ra,  Miss  Pohle  and  her  nurses  rid  the  Ri 
sian  Alilitary  Hospital  of  vermin  and  established  more  saniti 
conditions. 

The  third  American  Red  Cross  hosi>itnl  ut  Irkutsk 
maintained  for  the  l)enefit  of  wounded  soldiei-s  from  the  C: 
Slovak  Army.  Lillian  Craig  Clark,  an  enrolled  American 
Ci^ss  nurse,  and  thnv  Czech  aides  formed  the  nursing  staff. 

The  fourth  hospital  was  located  in  five  barracks  at  Militi   _ 
City,  an  encampment  which  lay  swum?  ^va  vcr/ttis  from  Irkutak. 
Mabel  Clare  Klackmer,  the  former  chief  nurse  *»f  the  ahoi 
lived  Omsk   Hospital,  was  chief  nurse.     The  Military 
Hospital,  as  it  was  called,  was  of  four  hundred  bod  capacity 
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cared  for  the  patients  who  were  being  constantly  sent  eastward 
from  the  west  Siberian  provinces  before  the  on-coming  Bolshevik 
armies. 

An  emergeuoy  dressing  car  was  equipped  at  Irkutsk  and  set 
up  in  the  niaiu  railroad  .statit>n  where  from  eighty  to  one  hun- 
dred wounded  Sdldiern  and  civilians  en  route  eastward  had  their 
wounds  re-dressed  eaeh  day.  Katheriue  wSteelman  and  a  Kua- 
sian  nurse  were  later  assigned  to  duty  there. 

Directly  oppoRitc  tlie  main  station  at  Irkutsk  was  established 
a  large  Red  Ooss  tlispi'usary,  of  twelve  rmims,  including  a 
waiting-room,  a  small  operating-room,  ii  recovery  room  ami  an 
emergency  typhus  iniirmary.  Eva  Smythe,  the  nurse  who  had 
organized  Red  Cross  child  welfare  work  at  St.  fiticune,  France, 
was  chief  nurse  and  was  aided  by  four  other  American  Red 
Cross  nurses. 

As  the  Bolshevik!  pressed  eastward  from  Omsk  in  their  light 
for  the  control  of  the  Trans-Siberian  Railway,  train  after  train 
£lled  "with  wounded  and  typhus-atrickon  Czech  and  Russian 
soldiers  and  refugees  pulled  into  Irkuti^k.  On  August  10,  an 
American  engineer  stationed  at  Irkutsk  wrote  one  of  the  nurses 
of  the  Siberian  Commiasion: 


As  a  nurse,  you  will  be  interested  in  the  Russian  sanitary 
trains  which  run  throu(?h  this  town  at  the  rate  of  from  three 
to  six  a  day.  KatJi  train  curried  fully  tive  hundred  woimdud 
or  siek  soldiers  in  a  few  sanitary'  and  many  l)ox  ears.  From 
personal  obpervation,  I  know  that  five  young  Russian  girls 
took  care  of  this  number  of  sick  and  wounded  on  one  train. 
Many  of  the  men  sulfer  from  tuberculosis,  typhus  and  chronic 
dysentery.  Through  an  instinct  of  eleaulinesH.  most  cases  of 
the  latter  disease  try  to  leave  the  cars  at  every  stop  and  are 
then  BO  weak  that  they  faint,  falling  under  the  cars,  and  have 
to  he  afiyistect  aboard  again.  Every  train  takes  off  dead  at 
each  terminal.  The  supplies  are  so  scarce  here  that  not  oven 
a  ra^  or  a  piece  of  payfer  can  be  spared  to  cover  the  faces  of  the 
dead.  It  is  needless  to  tell  you  that  such  a  state  of  affairs 
has  been  brought  ahout  by  imsanitary  conditions  in  the  camps 
and  the  lack  of  suitable  nourishment  for  the  men. 

The  Russian  sanitary  trains  have  no  actual  funds  with 
which  to  buy  supplies  or  foodstuffs  and  the  oiticers  have  to 
rely  entirely  on  tJie  generosity  of  the  public  all  along  the  line. 
The  publir  has  nothing  to  give.  We  are  located  in  the  very 
heart  of  llie  famine  belt  and  see  hungry  men  and  lots  of  Uiem. 
Ifs  not  pleasant  to  come  face  to  face  with  this  sort  of  thing. 
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but  it's  tougher  to  see  hungry  women  and  it's  plain  hell  to 
hungry  children.  .  ,  . 


One  of  the  first  projects  of  the   American  Red   Croas 
Siberia  had  been  the  equipment  and  maintenance  of  saniiai 
trains  for  the  ('zeeh  aiid  Russian  forces.     At  Irkutsk,  an  in- 
teresting experiment  was  made  in  1010  in  the  assignmeut  (^ 
American  Red  Cross  nurses  to  one  of  these  trains.     In 
September  Report,  Miss  Harrington  wrote; 

American  Red  Cross  Sanitary  Train  Xo,  1  operates  betw 
OniBk  and  Verkhne-lMinpk  and  is  made  up  of  twenty-th 
cars.  Two  of  our  nurses^  Vera  Allen  and  Katherine  Steelmi 
and  ten  Russian  Sisters  composed  the  nursing  personnel  on 
initial  trip.  Tliey  carried  nearly  three  hmidretl  cases  and 
forty  major  operations  en  route.  Some  of  the  patient.s  we 
unloaded  at  Irkutsk  and  the  others  at  V'erkhae-Fdinsk  and 
the  train  made  the  return  trip  to  Omsk  and  the  front  without 
tlie  American  nurses. 
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The  military  situation,  in  Colonel  Teusler'a  estimation,  qm 
not  permit  reassignment  of  American  nurses  to  this  prccarioua     i 
^pe  of  service.  ^H 

Irkutsk   was   located  on   tlje   western   shore   and   Verkhn^^ 
Udinsk  on  the  eastern  shore  of  Lake  Baikal.     At  lrkul»k  were 
stationed    some   twentv-tivc    thousand    Czech    soldiers    and    at 
V^erkhuf^-Udinsk  alxnit  ,%00  t^ersfs  away,  were  numerous 
panics  of  .Japanese  troops  and  the  27th  U.  S.  Infantry,  wb 
then  numbered  about  eighteen  hundred  men.     Since  Av 
Irkutsk  had  been  the  dcad-linc  for  American  Red  Cross  wo 
personnel   and,   indeed,   there  were  few  of  them  then*.     Tb* 
majority  had  \)oon  siMit  oast  through  the  tunnels  of  l.nke  Bai 
to  Verkhue-Udinak.      There  was  u  ()ossibility   that   the 
Ouard  might  any  ilay  blow  up  the  tunnels  and  cut  the  tine 
oommuniciition   Ix-twi'cn  the  East  and  West.      Of  the  mili 
situatiiMi  in  the  West,  Miss  Harrington  wmte  Miss  Noyes  in  her 
October  Report,  dated,  however,  November  28: 

Since  last  week,  the  Western  Division  has  ceased  to  exi 
Omak  has  fallen  and  the  Red  Guard  hnn  obtained  a  great  <) 
of  ammnnitinn  and  supplies  nf  all  kirid(«.     All  of  our  Ked 
CroBH  supply  trains  are  now  on  this  side  of  Ntivu-Nikoh 
Conditions  here  at  Irkutsk  were  moKt  serious  last  wedc 


I 
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we  have  evnuuated  as  many  of  our  women  ae  we  can  possibly 
spare,  in  order  to  ^et  them  east  oT  the  Haikal  tunnels.  Tliirty- 
nine  nurses,  aides  and  clerical  workers  went  east  to  Verkhne- 
Udiusk  on  a  Rod  Cross  special  train  and  we  have  retained 
only  enough  here  tt)  carry  on  our  work  until  the  Russian 
Sisterp  arrive  from  Om^k.  Consul  Oeneral  Harris  and  his 
staff  are  now  nt  Irkutsk.  Hi.s  presence  here  reassurej;  us,  for 
he  has  his  fin^'cr  vn  tlie  pulse  of  the  political  situation  and 
now  that  Colonel  Teueler  has  been  called  back  to  Vladivostok, 
he  can  advise  uk. 

Typhus  is  the  great  problem  and  peril  here.  One  of  our 
interpreters  iiifnrmcd  us  that  55.000  ciibps  of  typhus  had  been 
registered  amon^L:  the  soldrcrs  alone  iji  Innokcntivskaya,  just 
outside  of  Irkutsk.  It  in  ;:enera!ly  known  that  it  was  typhus 
among  the  white  army  that  gave  the  IJeds  their  victory  at 
Omsk. 


With  large  supplies  at  Verkbne-Udinsk  and  a  considerable 
nuiuhcr  of  unrsca  and  Hurgieal  cases,  the  commission  in  August 
established  u  h(jspit:il  and  a  diapcnsury  there.  The  Aracrican 
Red  Cross  llospitid  was  located  in  u  one-story  building  which 
had  fornu^rly  tuniscd  a  department  store.  It  was  originallv  of 
two  hundred  ami  Hfty  beil  capacity  but  was  later  increased  to 
aix  hundred  beds.     Grace  Melntyrc  was  chief  nurse. 

In  addifi(fn  to  Miss  Mclutyre's  Hospital,  the  American  Red 
Cross  in  Vcrkhnc*-Cdinsk  took  over  and  nuiintaiiied  the  Provost 
Guard  llospitjil  nnd  t-stablisfied  an  emergency  typhus  hospital 
of  IfiOO  beds  in  twenty-eijiht  warehouses.  "General  Seminoff/' 
wrote  Sliss  Harrington  in  h^r  October  Report  to  Miss  Noyes, 
**wired  that  we  co\ild  have  the  warehouses  provided  that  we 
would  take  infectious  cases.  Typhus  is  everywhere."  Flor- 
ence Farmer  was  chief  nurse  of  the  Barracka  Hospital  fur 
typhus  patients. 

Practically  the  only  nursing  aid  which  the  CommisBion  for 
Sib^'ria  gave  to  the  Amr^riean  Kxpeditionary  Forces  in  Siberia 
was  tije  assigimicnt  of  American  lied  Cross  nurses  to  aid  in  an 
influenza  epidemic  which  broke  out  in  the  fall  of  1910  among 
American  troops  at  Verkhne-Udiiisk.  The  American  Armies 
in  Sil>eria  had  their  own  hospital  faciliti<;s.  Kight  nurses  of  the 
commission  were  loaned  to  the  Anirrican  Military  Establish- 
ment for  duty  at  the  U.  S.  Army  Field  Hospital  at  Verkhne- 
Udinsk.  During  the  week  of  November  IC,  twelve  others  un- 
der the  leadership  of  fcJallic  J,  Bryant  were  assigned  to  Be- 
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ros\'ka,  the  winter  quarters  of  the  27th  U.  S.,  and  served  the 
in  U,  S.  Army  Evacuation  Hospital  No.  17,  of  which  Maj 
Rohert  E.  Parrish,  Medical  Corps,  was  then  in  command  an 
Katherine   C    Ilannan,   cliirf   nurse.     Of  the   work   of   Miss 
Bryant's  detachment  of  nurses^  Miss  Harrington  wrote 
Noyea  on  December  16: 


I 


At  Berosvka,  just  outside  of  Verkhne-Fdinsk,  the  nurt 
found  two  hundred  very  sirk  boys  and  managed  in  less  thi 
twenty-four  hours  to  transform  the  hospital.    Young  inexperi 
enced  eorpsmeu  had  been  in  charge.     The  boys  seemed 
regard  the  arrival  of  the  Ked  Cross  nurses  as  a  gift  froi 
Heaven,  and  under  their  care  the  epidemic  was  soon  checked; 
Dot,  however,  before  twenty-eight  of  our  men  had  died.    Th< 
new  men  are  very  young!    One  little  fellow  of  fourteen  crii 
80  hard  for  his  mother  before  his  death. 


Throughout  the  fall  of  1919,  the  Red  Armies  had  been  gai 
ing  in  the  West  and  were  pushing  eastward  toward  Vlai 
vostok.  The  Anicriean  Armies  were  withdrawn  from  Irkut^ 
in  December  and  with  them  went  all  American  Red  Cross  pej 
sonnel.  Miss  Harrington  in  her  Report  to  the  Finance  Coi 
mitteo  for  the  week  ending  December  30,  1010,  wrote: 

On  Decend)er  23,  the  Executive  Committee  informed 
heads  of  all  departments  that  they  were  to  make  preparutioi 
for  the  complete  evacuation  of  their  personnel.     No  dellnil 
time  was  set,  hut  it  was  understood  that  we  were  t"  l»c  pi 
pared  to  leave  within  twenty-four  hours.     A  comin 
was  iimnediately  sent  to  the  American  Red  Crosi?  H<'  , 
Namanskayn    T'litza   and   the   Station   where  our   pei 
were  on  duty  on  the  Emergency  Dressing  Car  and  Disp( 

The  Divisional  Manager  stated  in  a  communication  dati 
December  '^4  that  Hussian  Sisters  who  so  desired  would 
taken  on  Red  Crtins  evacuation  trains  as  far  e^st  as  Verkhi 
Udinsk  or  Chita  if  they  could  prove  that  they  had  friends 
relatives  in  cither  place,  but  tliat  they  must  be  off  the  train 
with  all  baggage,  two  hours  after  arrival  at  either  station. 

ChristmH8  r>ay  found  us  all  niomcnturily  expecting  tl 
storm  to  break  hut  endeavoring  to  nuiintain  a  holiday  spii 
becoming  to  foreigners  in  this  land  which  has  suffered  bcyot 
description.  As  you  entere^l  the  brilliantly-lighted  rh»] 
wards  of  the  Irkutsk  Hospital  and  saw  the  trees,  the  gifts 


NURSING  SERVICE  TO  CIVILIAN  POPULATION    9*9 

everyone,  the  festooDed  walls,  the  three  Czech  aides  who  were 
Santa  Clauses,  it  was  hard  to  realize  that  outside  in  the  city 
proper  there  was  neither  electric  light  nor  water,  and  that  it 
was  doomed  to  fall.  .  .  . 

On  Deeeinber  26  evacuation  began  at  9:00  A.M.  All 
American  Red  Cross  nursing  activities  at  Division  No.  1  of  the 
linsRtan  Militjir}'  ]lospitiil,  at  the  Czecho-Slovauska  Hospital 
and  the  Czecho-Sur<(ical  Hospital  were  brought  to  a  close. 

Baggage  other  than  hand  bags  ha<l  already  been  sent  to  the 
trains  in  order  that  our  departure  might  cause  as  little  com- 
ment as  possible  among  the  Russian  people,  who  were  ueariug 
the  ''panicky'*  stage  anyhow.  As  the  day  drew  to  a  close,  only 
sixteen  of  our  personnel  had  time  to  cross  the  pontoon  bridge 
over  the  Angara,  because  of  darkness,  the  rapid  current  and 
the  huge  cakes  of  ice  l)rong}it  dftwn  from  the  Baikal.  .  .  . 

December  27:  Tlie  rest  of  the  nursing  personnel  were 
evacuated  to-day.  As  the  last  boatload  of  Red  Crossera  pulled 
out  from  the  western  shore  of  the  Angara,  the  battle  around 
the  telegraph  station  in  Irkutsk,  just  back  of  our  former 
personnel  house,  began.  .  .  , 

For  seven  d«ys^  however,  the  American  Red  Cross  evaeimtion 
trains  waited  in  the  Irkutsk  Railroad  Yards  for  final  word  from 
Consul  Genera!  Harris  to  evacuate  eastward.  "The  atmosphere 
was  tense  and  nmmrs  wild,"  wrote  Miss  Harrington  in  her 
Weekly  Report  ending  January  7,  1920,  "the  yard  workmen 
and  railway  employe<*s  had  all  Ix'en  armed.  Red  Cross  womcu 
personnel  were  required  to  stay  near  their  own  track  and  coupe, 
for  at  the  least  prijvoeation  a  volley  of  bullets  would  come  and 
might  prove  fatal  tf»  those  innocently  taking  an  airing.  The 
nursea  busied  themselves/'  added  Miss  Ilarrington,  *4a  sewing 
curtains  for  their  coupes." 

On  January  'S,  the  AmerieAns  evacuated  Irkutsk,  Consul 
General  Harris'  train  went  first,  preceded  by  a  Czech  esehelon, 
or  armored  train.  Next  came  the  traina  carrying  American 
personnel.  Each  train  left  the  yards  at  twenty-minute  intervals 
and  was  preceded  and  followed  by  a  Czech  esehelon. 

The  nurses  did  not  stay  long  at  Verkhne-Udinsk.  Miss  Har- 
rington wrote: 

Here  we  met  Mrs.  St.  John,  who  had  come  up  on  Colonel 
Teusler's  car  and  had  already  arranged  for  the  evacuation  of 
a  large  number  of  the  American  Red  Cross  ]>erBonnel  there. 
.  .  .  PlauK  were  immediately  made  to  evacuate  the  others. 
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They  left  on  January  6,  the  nurses  under  the  leadership 
Florence  Fanner.    The  others  came  later.  .  .  . 


On   January   7,   Mrs.    St.   John   wrote   Miss  Noyea   from 
Verkhue-Udinak,  just  before  the  departure  of  the  last  train 

The  complete  dissolution  of  Quy  stable  form  of  govomme 
in  Siberia  has  made  it  impossible  for  us  to  carry  on  suciv 
fully  any  Ked  Cross  work  otlier  than  tl»e  distribution  of  wa 
clothing  and  relief  supplies;  with  the  growing  military  acti 
ties  east  of  Baikal  and  the  withdrawal  of  American  troo 
from  this  section,  it  is  impossible  to  keep  our  nurses  or  ot 
women  personnel  east  of  Maruhuria  Station.    This  practical 
concentrates  our  work  in  VIa*]ivostok,  so  far  as  tlie  nurses 
com-erned.     Kecause  of  this.  I  am  instructing  all  the  nur 
from  the  west  to  prepare  for  early  transportation  home  and 
have  written  Miss  Tittman  to  ask  that  passage  be  secured  fi>: 
all  excepting  those  needed  for  replacements  in  Vladivostok 

You  will  oe  interested  to  know  that  apparently  the  !^i 
Democrat  movement  in  Irkutsk  has  been  largely  foKtered 
the  Czechs  and  almost  surely  they  are  in  more  or  less  sjiri? 
pathetic  contact  with  the  somewhat  modified  Bolshevism  of 
western  Siberia.    Here  in  Verkhne-Udinsk  we  arc  surround 
by  Bolsheviki  and  this  is  true  all  the  way  east  to  the  Am 
Basin. 

With  such  conditions,  the  opposition  offered  by  the  Co«sa 
cannot  be  effective  much  longer  and  probably  by  the  time  t 
letter  reaches  you  either  S<K'ial  Deniocracy  or  Bolshevism 
rule  Siberia  to  the  environs  of  Vladivostok.  You  can  eas 
see  thnt  for  at  least  the  next  few  months  it  would  be  impossi 
for  the  Ued  Cross  to  operate  here  successfully. 

The  people  will  see  us  leave  with  real  regret,  but  we 
withdraw  at  a  time  when  the  Hussians  will  have  tlie  U 
reason  to  critici:«e  us  for  this  action,  and  I  am  glad,  if  tlie 
work  has  to  be  discontinued  in  Siberia,  that  the  break 
come  now. 


no 

h 


The  next  terminal  eastward  from  Vcrkhnc-tJdinsk  was  Ch5| 
and  here  the  Araericnn  Red  Cross  evacuation  trains  were  h< 
long  enough  for  the  personnel  to  distribute  the  supplies  whi 
had  lK?cn  brought  into  the  city  from  the  west  on  Train  Xo, 

Margan't   L.   Matthew,  then  acting  director  of  ihi*  IVpai 
mont  of  Civilian  Relief  in  the  Central  nivision,  was  in  rhai 
of  the  work,  with  Mrs.  St.  Jidiu  and  Miss  Bridge  as  her 
aistants.     Madame  Semouotf  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  h 
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Cross  an  old  cafe,  with  shelves  along  the  walls  and  counters 
running  around  the  room ;  behind  the  cafe  was  u  large  courtyard 
which  was  well  adapted  for  warehouse  puri)oses  and  which 
could  be  easily  gunrdnd.  The  distribution  bf^gan  on  January 
1*)  and  lasted  until  the  23rd.  **Thc  entire  American  Red  Cross 
gtatiV'  wrote  Miss  Matthew,  ''volunteered  to  help  in  the  dis- 
tribution,— doctors,  nurses,  clerical  workers  and  even  the  Rail- 
way engineers  and  the  American  Guard."  Tlio  niiliUii  was 
called  in  to  police  the  crowds  but  even  they  could  not  control 
them.  **The  strert  l»ecame  a  seething  mass  of  humanity/'  wrote 
Miss  Matthew,  "and  tliey  crowded  so  as  to  endanger  the  glass 
windows  of  the  cafe.  It  was  then  decided  to  allow  the  military 
to  give  out  every  day  in  each  district  headquarters  fifty  tickets 
for  each  of  the  six  districts  of  the  town,  thus  making  three 
hundred  tickets  in  all  This  department  gave  out  in  the  seven 
days  39, 'JK?  garments  to  11,355  persons," 

A  carload  of  goods  was  distributed  to  the  Railroad  employees 
at  Chita  and  a  considerable  amount  of  general  supplies  fur- 
nished to  German,  Austrian  and  Hungarian  prisoners  then 
interned  at  three*  camps  m^arby.  Private  lists  nunibt^ring  253 
needy  families,  whicli  were  sent  in  for  Madame  Scrneur>fT*a  ap- 
proval, wore  also  tilled.  "Madame  Scnicn<dT,"  wrnte  Miss  St. 
John  to  Miss  Noyes,  "is  utterly  fearless  in  visiting  the  typhus 
hospitals  and  prisons  and  when  she  finds  orphaned  and  destitute 
children,  she  adopts  thorn  uiitil  tliey  are  chiinied.  She  has  a 
home  for  orphanetl  children  opposite  li'-r  own  and  when  I  visited 
it,  I  found  it  ciean,  well  ordered  and  the  cliiJdreu  huppy  and, 
of  course,  devoted  to  her.'' 

On  January  23,  the  trains  piilled  out  of  Chita,  and  thus  was 
closed  the  work  of  the  American  Ked  Cross  in  the  Western  and 
Central  Divisions  of  Siberia,  The  personnel  had  started  out 
rich  in  supplies,  plans  and  enthusiasm,  hut  had  been  able  to 
accomplish  little  in  comparison  with  the  true  needs  of  the 
country.  The  nurses  had  had  scant  opportunity  to  do  the  work 
for  which  they  liad  gone  out,  but  they  had  met  the  changing 
situations  with  er|unuimity.  *'You  would  have  been  proud  of 
them,"  wrote  ^liss  Hurrington  to  Miss  Xoyes,  "if  you  had  seen 
tlieir  Hpirit  and  cheerful  willingness  to  work  through  the  nj>- 
heaval,  when  the  revolutionary  forces  were  steadily  pushing  us 
eastward  in  wave  after  wave  of  evacuation  among  the  non- 
descript mixture  of  convict,  typhus  and  the  so-called  sanitary 
trains  and  the  hordes  of  refugees." 
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By  the  first  of  April,  1920,  practically  all  American  Red 
CroBS  personnel  had  left  Vladivostok,  which  was  then  under 
frank  Bolshevik  nile.  Of  the  closing  of  the  program  Mrs,  SUj 
John  wrote  Miss  Noyes  on  March  4: 


Two  veeks  before  the  Morskoi  (Naval)  Hospital  was  tum- 
over  to  the  Riissinns,  the  American  nnrees  were  withdrawn 
antl  it  was  then  staffed  entirely  by  Russian  nurses  and  aid 
trained  by  us.  I  inspected  the  hospital  during  this  peri 
and  found  it  well  kept  and  rpflectin>(  in  a  saLi;;fartory  inann 
the  training  received  under  Miss  Berbers  able  adrainistratio 
This  hospital  has  been  thoroughly  equipped  and  is  much  ii 
proved  since  the  Red  Cross  took  it  over  in  November,  1919 

The  American  nurses  in  the  Russian  Island  Hospital  w 
withdrawn  February  1  and  Die  Russian  nurses  and  aides  a: 
carrying  on  the  work.  .  .  , 

Miss  Farmer  has  been  appointed  assistant  to  Dr.  Coul 
chief  of  the  Petrograd  Children's  Colony.  She  will  probabl_ 
be  the  only  AmenVan  Red  Cross  nurse  from  the  commission 
who  will  remain  in  Siberia.  ...  I  think  the  Irnnsfer  of  these 
chililren  back  to  their  homes  in  Moscow  and  Pelnignul  one 
the  important  questions  with  which  the  commission  has 
deal.  Plans  are  ready  to  be  developed  to  give  them  safe  t 
portation  provided  conditions  in  central  Russia  make  the 
return  ailvisable.  [This  transfer  was  acconiplis!ie<l  in  I 
summer  and  aiittuitM  of  1920  under  the  auspices  of  the  Ameri- 
can .Tuninr  IM  t'nws.] 

Miss  Harrington  and  licr  unit  arrived  from  Harbin 
February  Ct  on  Consnl  General  Harris*  train  and  the  majon 
of  tht*  nurses  went  immediately  to  the  U.  S.  transport,  whi 
took  them  home.  Mi^s  Tittman  left  on  February  28,  but  w 
remain  in  China  and  Japan  for  a  few  weeks.  I  will  see  her 
Tokyo  and  ask  her  to  bring  you  the  final  records  and  cfticioi 
reports;  she  will  pi  immediately  to  Washington.  I  expect 
leave  Vladivostok  in  about  four  daja. 


The  continuation  under  Hnssian  auspice*  of  the  Teaching 
Center  and  educational  phases  of  tlie  nursing  service  pro- 
gram has  already  been  dcscriljed. 

Thus  was  closet!  American  Red  Cross  n\irsing  aonnco 
Siberia,  u  gallant  attempt,  Hn)eit  somewhat  chaotic  and  abort 
lived,  to  implant  in  a  land  not  yet  ready  to  receive  and  nurtiitd 
them,  the  standards  and  traditions  of  modem  American  nurs- 
ing service. 


m 


CHAPTER  X 

AT  NATIONAL  HEABQUABTBBS 

Auxiliary  Nursing  Service — The  Summer  Months  of  1918 — 
The  Influenza  Epidemic — The  Armistice  is  Signed 

UNDER  the  main  facts  of  history  lie  the  human  relation- 
ships of  the  participants  and  these  relationships  may 
be  called  the  background  against  which  the  actual  events 
stand  out  like  the  principal  motifs  in  the  design  of  a  Persian 
rug.  This  background,  when  viewed  in  a  changeable  and  un- 
certain light,  often  appears  blurred  and  even  distorted  to  differ- 
ent observers  and  each  observer  sees  the  details  according  to  his 
own  position  and  his  own  methods  of  observation.  Yet  the  back- 
ground as  a  whole  forms  a  vital  part  of  the  pattern  and  must  be 
taken  into  consideration  if  the  pattern  is  to  be  described. 
Hence  this  chapter  of  this  history  will  deal  largely  with  these 
human  relationships  and  their  bearing  upon  the  nursing  situa- 
tion of  the  European  War.  Yet  it  must  be  remembered  that 
the  true  pattern  of  American  war  nursing,  as  developed  and 
seen  in  the  minds  of  American  nursing  leaders,  was  often 
blurred  and  distorted  by  war  psychology. 

'^ar  is  a  savage  state  of  society  and  it  strikes  at  many  things 
we  have  cherished,"  wrote  an  American  Ked  Cross  nurse  serving 
in  France.  "I  really  have  faith  in  the  ultimate  outcome,  though 
I  think  that  we  must  be  ready  to  go  through  a  black  period  at 
first."  For  the  ]S^ursing  Service,  this  black  period  began  to 
loom  up  early  in  1018  and  continued  until  the  signing  of  the 
Armistice. 

Three  problems  confronted  iliss  Delano  and  Miss  Noyes 
during  this  important  time:  the  needs  of  the  nurses  themselves; 
the  needs  of  the  Military  Establishment;  and  ultimately,  the 
needs  of  the  civilian  population. 

The  needs  of  the  nurses  themselves  were  the  least  perplexing. 
Existing  regulations  of  the  War  and  Navy  Departments  and 
the  Red  Cross  gave  to  tlie  Nursing  Service  the  power  to  mobilize 
American  Red  Cross  nurses  into  the  Army  and  Navy  and  the 
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War  Council  appropriated  the  funds  necessary  to  equip  thei 
after  this  had  been  accomplished,  the  responsibility  of  the 
Cross  ceased.  For  nurses  in  foreign  service  dire^'tly  under  the 
Red  Cross,  Aliss  Delano  and  Miss  Noyos  were  concerned  with. 
organization  difficulties  previously  described. 

The  second  and  the  genuinely  distressing  problem  was  tl 
military  nursing  ni*eds  and  in  certain  aspects  of  this  questi^ 
Miss  Delano  stood  alone,  facing  on  the  one  baud  the  professioi 
group  of  which  she  herself  was  a  member  and  on  the  otlier, 
untrained  women  of  America  who  clamored  for  opportunity 
through  the  Amerieau  Red  Cross,  for  war  nursing  SL*rvitH?. 

As  the  war  progressed,  the  nursing  needs  of  the  Militi 
Establishment  and  the  available  supply  of  graduate  nurses 
more  apparent  to  Army,  Navy  and  Red  Cross  oiRclals, 
numbers  of  men  in  the  Military  Establishment  were  increasii 
to  gigantic  figures;  the  activities  of  the  enemy  and  the  reaultii 
numbers  of  casualties  to  the  Allies,  were  also  increasing  to 
alarming   degree,   e3j)ecial]y   after   the   German   offensive 
March  21.    During  the  spring  of  1918,  public,  professional  ai 
military  opinion  uj>on  the  nursing  situation  crystalli/ed  iul 
two  groups;  those  who  felt  that  the  Military  Establishmei 
should   include  only  professional  nurses,   and  those   who  f( 
that  the  ^Military   Establishment  should    include   professioi 
nurses  and  assistants  or  aides  working  under  profes$i(inal 
rection.     On   F'ebniary  *.*,    191 S,  General  Gorgiis  wntte  to 
Director  (leneral  of  Milifarv  Relief  of  tbt*  AmiTicun  Red  Cm 
that  **in  my  opinion  it  is  highly  advisable  that  measures  he  tak< 
by  the  American  Red  Cross  to  carry  out  the  plans  alrca* 
formulated  by  them  to  provide  a  large  number  of  nurses'  aii 
who  may  Ik?  n84'd  to  supplement  the  nursing  force  in  militJi] 
hospitals  should  need  arise.  .  .  .  The  aides  will  be  clansed 
civilian  employees  of  the  Medical  Department  at  large  uud  wi 
be  given  a  salary  c»f  $.*]0  per  montli,  with  (Hiartera,  subsiHtem 
the  laundering  of  tlieir  unifonns  whih;  on  duty  in  hospitals  ai 
the  necessary  traveling  expenses  when  traveling  under  orders 

On  Monday  morning,  February  18,  Miss  (roodrich  assume 
her  duties  in  the  Surgeon  GeneraPs  office.  I-ate  that  week, 
heard  about  tljc  plan  for  utilization  of  Red  Cross  aides  in  mil 
tnry  hospitals  and  she  immediately  took  up  the  matter  wil 
Colonel  Winford  Smith,  then  chief  of  the  Hospital  Divisii 
on  the  Surgeon  GeneraKs  office,  with  the  result  that  Coloi 
Smith  asked  the  Red  Cross  to  withhold  the  announcement  T^ 
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gurdiug  aides  iiiitil  Miss  Goodrich  and  her  assistant,  Elizabeth 
Burgesji,  had  had  '*tinic  to  study  the  situation  in  base  hospitals 
and  cfiuld  make  reconimendations."  ' 

On  February  20,  VJIS,  Colonel  Smith  wrote  to  Miss  Delano: 

Referring  to  the  request  recently  sent  to  you  from  this 
oflRco  requesting;  that  steps  be  taken  to  inaugurate  short 
courses  for  the  training  of  nurees*  aides  or  attendants,  I  am 
directed  by  the  Surgeon  General  to  request  that  for  the  present 
no  steps  he  taken  to  put  this  plan  in  actual  operation  in  the 
hospitals;  in  other  words,  it  'h  ilesireil  to  withholii  announce- 
ments and  circulars  for  a  liricf  time  until  a  report  has  heen 
niaile  as  to  tlie  p(_in8ibility  and  <le8iral>ilitv  of  modifying  this 
plan,  or  of  nccomplishirig  tlie  same  purpose  in  a  different 
manner.  It  is  expected  that  this  report  will  be  available 
within  the  next  two  weeks. 

This  is  not  to  he  considered  as  a  definite  abandonment  of 
the  fjolicy  as  indicated  by  the  previous  request,  but  is  merely  a 
delay  in  its  executiua  uiitil  additional  data  are  available. 

Out  of  the  study  and  reeonimendations  of  Miss  Goodrich 
grew  the  plan  for  the  Army  iSchool  of  Nursing  and  the  question 
of  utilizing  the  Hftocn  hundred  aides  already  trained  as  per- 
sonnel of  the  base  hospital  plan,  and  others  to  be  trained  by  the 
Red  Cross,  was  again  ''tabled/*  in  spite  of  !Miss  Delano's  etforts. 

The  proposed  plan  for  the  Army  School  evoked  many  differ- 
ences of  opinion  witlilu  the  medical  and  nursing  professions. 
Discussion  on  this  subject  came  U)  a  head  In  the  Twenty-fourth 
Annual  rouventiou  nf  the  National  League  of  Nursing  Educa- 
tion, which  met  at  Clevchind,  May  T-11,  11)18. 

Three  groups  were  rcpresonted  at  this  convention:  the  nurs- 
ing group,  jealous  for  the  maintenance  of  hard -won  profovSsional 
standards;  the  advocates  frjr  the  suppleraeutarv  volunteer  nurs- 
ing service;  and  the  vobinteers  themselves,  anxious  to  share  in 
war  nursing.  The  rank  and  tile  as  well  as  the  leaders  of  nursing 
represented  the  first  t«roup.  Dr.  8.  S.  Goldwater,  superinten- 
dent of  Mt.  Sinai  Hospital  and  eliairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Hospitals  of  the  General  Medical  Board  of  the  Council  of 
Xational  Defense,  was  spokesman  of  the  second  group.  In 
summing  up  tlu*  convention,  ^fiss  Palmer  wrote  in  the  editorial 
columns  (June,  11)18)  of  the  American  Journal  of  Nursing: 

'  See  Twenty-fourth  Annual  Report  of  tUu  L«ague  of  Nursing  Education, 
1918. 


956   HISTORY  OF  AMERICAN  RED  (ROSS  NURSING 

The  two  papers  -which  were  of  greatest  importance  were 
those  prcsenteil  by  Colonel  Winford  Smith  in  which  he  sub- 
mittod  phuis  for  an  Army  School  of  Nursing,  and  by  Dr. 
Goldwater,  entitled  ''A  Nursing  Crisis,"  in  which  he  advo- 
cated the  employment  of  nurses'  aides  as  they  have  been 
trained  for  the  past  three  or  four  years  through  the  education 
committees  of  the  Ked  Cross.  .  .  , 


As  the  organization  of  the  Army  School  of  Kursing  has 
already  l)eon  set  forth  in  a  previous  chapter,  Colonel  Sniith'a 
paper  will  not  be  given  herewith.     Dr.  Goldwater  told  of  the 
Surgeon  General's  plans  for  three  hundred  thousand  hospital 
ImmIs,  statfKl  that  during  the  past  year,  the  Army  and   Navy, 
with  the  liplp  of  the  Re*!  Cross  aJid  tin*  active  support  of  hos- 
pitals and  nursing  organizations,  had  been  able  to  secure  onlj 
one-fifth  of  the  numl)er  of  nurses  needed  and  made  the  staU 
raent  that  "the  country  cannot  spare  the  number  of  gradual 
nurses  that  the  Army  requires,  nor  can  the  training  school 
produce  new  graduates  in  siifiicicnt  numbers  to  satisfy  the  nef* 
of  the  military  and  civilian  population."  ^ 

After  detailed  discuBsioa  of  the  possibility  of  securing 
adequate  supply  of  graduate  nurses  from  those  already  trained 
of   increasing   the   supply   of   student   nurses    in    schools; 
utilizing  "practical  nurses"  in  the  Array;  and  of  the  establiah-j 
raent  of  the  Army  School  of  Nursing,  Dr.  Goldwater  made 
following  recommendation : 

I  come  finally  to  what  appear?  to  me  to  l>e  the  safest  mxi 
best  way  out, — in  faet,  the  only  way  out,  namely,  the  traiuii 
of  a  large  number  of  non-professional,  voluntary,  war  nursii 
aides,  enlisted  for  the  fwpiod  of  the  wHr  only  and  compoi=ed 
a  class  which  will  not  take  up  nursing'  professionally  un<h 
any  circumstances,  but  which  in  willing  to  give  gratuitoi 
hospital   service  during  the  enierjrency.  .  .  .  The   women 
have  in  mind  belonir  wholly  or  atmont  wholly  to  the  leinui 
class.    They  are  now  contributin>c  nothing  to  the  etlicieuey 
the  nation  or  to  the  sucreas  of  the  war;  yet  they  are  Rtrouf 
healthy,    patriotic   and    willing.      Thry   are   the   only    Mi 
rcitim'r.t  thai  thr  country  po^ftesses  and  they  can  hr  bro-tigl 
into  the  nursinff  field  fnfhnuf  h'.txrnin^  the  available  suppl 
of  irorkrrf  for  nny  e»neniial  induMnj.  ,  .  ,' 

■Twpnty-fourth  Anminl  RrnoH,  N.  T^  N.  K.  pp.  132-IS3. 
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On  the  following  day  Miss  Delano  addrossod  the  convention 
on  **the  Red  Cross  Aide  Versus  the  Short-term  Course"  and  her 
words  are  significant  to  every  student  of  military  nursing  s<t- 
viee,  both  professional  and  volunteer.  She  said  that  the  idea 
of  Red  Cross  service  had  developed  out  of  war  experience;  that 
the  "aim  of  Red  Cross  societies  was  primarily  to  coordinate 
and  develop  the  volnnt<^^r  service  of  the  world  ;"  that  the  Ameri- 
can Red  Cross  had  chosen  to  develop  a  professional  nursing 
service  thinking  that  this  service  would  afford  the  most  efficient 
nursing  care  to  the  American  Military  Establishment;  and 
that  the  development  of  this  professional  nursing  service  had 
been  entrusted  in  1909  to  the  American  nursing  profession. 

The  American  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service  thus  stood  alone 
among  the  miraing  services  of  national  Rud  Cross  societies 
and  this  professional  foundation  evoked,  it  may  be  frankly  ad- 
mitted, considerable  criticism.     Miss  Delano  continued: 

I  confess  that  this  attitude  of  the  Anirrifan  Upa]  CroRs  was 
viewed  with  more  or  less  suspicion  by  many  of  the  eountries 
signatory  to  the  Geneva  Treaty.    It  was  an  innovation.  .  .  . 

About  five  years  ago  flS)12]  there  was  held  in  the  eity  of 
Washington  an  international  conference  of  the  Red  Cross 
organizations  of  the  world.  I  had  the  honor  to  be  a  delegate 
to  that  conveulion.  Nursing  questions  were  discussed  more 
or  lepj;  throughout  the  entire  convention,  because  the  supply- 
ing of  the  servtre  of  nurses  in  time  of  war  was  always  rerog- 
nized  as  the  diief  function  of  tlie  Red  Cross.  .  .  ,  The  fact 
that  we  built  the  service  up  entirely  on  professional  service, 
whirh  is  of  necessity  expeusive  and  whicli  is  restricted  in 
certain  ways  as  it  deprives  the  women  of  the  country  of  the 
service  which  they  have  considered  from  time  immemorial 
their  right,  this  plan  of  ours  was  viewed  with  more  or  less 
suspicion,  especially  by  the  women  of  Prance,  who  believed 
that  their  plan  was  far  superior  to  ours.  ...  In  this  inter- 
national cttiifcreticc  the  American  Red  Cross, — not  the  nurs- 
ing department  hut  the  American  Red  Cross  of  the  United 
States, — asked  itself  whether  it  had  done  all  that  it  should  do 
to  provide  for  the  needs  of  war.  .  .  . 

Here  followed  in  Afiss  Delano's  words  a  description  of  the 
project  which  has  been  briefly  alluded  to  previously,  with 
reference  to  Miss  Marion  Oliver's  work  in  organizing  groups  of 
lay  workers,  rescrahling  the  British  system  of  Voluntary  Aid 
Detachments,     Miss  Delano  continued: 
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An  officer  of  the  Medical  Corps  of  the  Army  then  assigned 
to  I?od  Cross  service  wag  sent  to  Europe  during  the  summer 
following  the  Iiitt^rnntional  Convention  to  study  the  nursing 
service  of  tiie  European  countries,  especially  England.  He 
came  back  in  the  late  summer  to  recommend  to  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  American  Red  Crops  that  an  organization  of 
women  should  he  built  up  in  this  country  along-  the  same  lines 
as  the  Voluntary  Aid  Detachments  in  England.  The  course 
wag  planned  out,  u  circular  concerning  this  work  was*  printed 
and  the  whole  plan  was  laid  out,  to  be  put  into  operation  in 
this  <'ountry. 

I  felt  that  our  nursing  standards  were  aheolutely  threat- 
ened, that  our  Nursing  Service  would  be  of  no  avail  with 
the**c  groups  of  women  unrelated  to  us.  organized  hy  physi- 
cians, taught  by  physicians,  serving  under  their  guidance, 
their  own  leaders  .  .  .  that  our  Xursing  Service  wa-s  serio^isly 
threatened  uud  that  our  nursing  standards  might  all  go  by 
the  board.  .  .  , 

Misa  Delano  then  explained  how  she  had  called  the  National 
Committee  togt*ther  (on  November  14,  1!)12,  in  New  York 
City)  and  had  laid  the  situation  before  them-  Wi»b  Maxwell, 
Mrs.  Tice,  Miss  Nevins,  Miss  Nutting,  Miss  Goodrich,  Misa 
Nichols,  Miss  Mclsaac,  Miss  Palmer  and  Miss  Wald  had  lx»cn 
present.*     ^liss  Delano  recounted  the  results  of  that  meeting: 

The  whole  question  of  the  organization  of  the  A'olontary 
Aid  Detachment  was  discussed  at  length  and  I  stood  then 
positively  opposed  to  it.  I  told  the  Ked  Cross  that  if  this  plan 
were  put  through  that  I  should  at  once  sever  my  connection 
with  the  Red  Crirtis;  that  I  believed  that  every  member  of  the 
National  Committee  and  every  member  of*  the  State  and 
Local  Committees  would  go  out  with  me.  That,  to  the  Ked 
Cross  at  that  time,  was  an  tinaiiswcrable  argument  and  it  was. 
I  assure  you,  ...  a  dittirult  thing  to  convini-e  them  that  thi^ 
plan  should  he  set  aside  and  thry  should  turn  it  over  iKnlily  to 
us  to  develop.  We  it)ok  from  them  that  day  the  responaibility 
for  the  development  of  the  auxiliary  nursing  service  of  tfa« 
American  Red  Cross. 

I  consider  that  practically  a  pledge,  a  promise,  and  for  ^^^ 
years  we  have  ileveloped  that  nuxilinry  service.  We  haw 
Duilt  up  every  step  of  the  way,  detail  after  detail.    We  nerpr 

*For  further  d^-tnitH.  t»w»  Minutcf*  of  the  Xntinnal   CnrnTiilttet  on   R»d 
CroHti  Nurning  Service;  mXmt  the  American  Journal  of  Surwing, 
2012. 
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had  one  single  interference  or  one  woH  of  suggestion  from 
the  Red  Cross  regarding  the  work.  Absolutely  no  pressure 
has  been  brought  to  bear  u|n>n  us  to  modify  or  to  change  or  to 
alter  one  iota  or  one  tittle  of  the  plan.  It  Iiaa  been  our  plan. 
It  was  indeed  the  plan  of  the  Hed  Cross  and  in  every  step 
that  1  took  in  the  development  of  the  service  1  was  guide<l 
absolutely  by  the  National  Committee,  representing  first  the 
American  Nurses'  Association  and  second  equal  representation 
from  the  three  national  organizations  of  nurses.  Even  the 
name  .  .  .  Volunteer  Nurses'  Aide,  was  selected  by  the  (Com- 
mittee after  careful  Jiscmssion  .  ,  .  but  more  than  that,  the 
women  of  this  country  accepted  our  leadership.* 


Miss  Delano  then  explained  how  the  course  of  instruction 
in  Home  Hygiene  and  Care  of  the  Sick  had  been  nsed  as  a  basis 
of  selection  for  the  groups  of  laywomen  and  how  the  hospital 
training  of  nurses'  aides  for  the  base  hospital  units,  had  been 
the  next  step.  At  every  move,  the  plans  for  the  development  of 
the  service  were  discnssetl  with  leaders  of  the  nursing  profes- 
sion then  serving  as  members  of  the  National  Coniniitteo  on 
Red  Cross  Nursing  Service.     Miss  Delano  said  further: 

I  hold  no  brief  for  nurses'  aides  as  such,  but  I  do  hold  a 
brief  for  your  obligations  and  giving  your  word  and  then 
standing  by  it.  For  1  am  absolutely  in  sympathy  with  any 
plan  that  will  help  meet  the  needs  of  the  country  to-day.  The 
Red  Cross  stanrls  ready  to  coopcrnte,  in  any  way  pnnsible,  in 
any  plan  which  the  Surjreon  General  adupts  to  meet  the  needs 
of  the  military  hospitals  to-day.  .  .  .  Rut  J  do  not  believe  that 
any  plan  suggested  nuw  would  relieve  us  of  the  obligation 
which  we  definitely  assumed  five  years  ago  and  I  believe  that 
the  nursing  profession  will  stand  reproacluHl  hy  the  people  of 
America  if  they  repudiate  the  responsibilities  which  they 
fought  to  pecure. 

I  have  expressed  myself  as  entirely  willing  to  put  all  the 
resources  of  the  Red  Cross, — and  the  resources  of  the  Red 
Cross  to-day  are  not  insignificant, —  .  .  .  nt  the  disposal  of 
the  Army,  to  cooperate  in  any  plan  that  the  Surgeon  General 
brings  forward.  We  shall  go  forward  with  just  as  much  zeal 
and  help  iu  securing  a  staff  for  training  schools  if  this  should 
be  thought  necessary  to  be  done,  as  we  were  in  trying  to 
|>rovide  aides  for  this  service.  ...  It  is  not  at  nil  a  question 
for  us  of  one  thing  as  against  the  other.     We  are  willing  to 

•TwpbIv- fourth  Annual  Ticport  of  the  League  of  Nursinir  E<IuctttioOf  ppw 
)C2-163. 
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help  in  any  way  we  can.  in  any  way  we  possibly  can.  But  I 
shall  never,  so  long  as  I  stand  at  the  hcatl  of  the  Red  Crosa 
Nursing  Service,  repudiate  the  solemn  obligation  we  have 
assumed,*^ 

j 

Miss  Delano  then  stated  hor  opinion  of  the  proposed  Ann^^ 

School  of  Nursing:  ^H 

Personally,  I  do  not  believe  that  the  establishment  of  a 
training  service  will  meet  the  neede.  I  do  not  believe  it  can  hv 
put  into  operation  quickly  and  promptly  enough  to  meet  the 
need  when  our  trof)pK,  who  arc  now  in  service,  arc  brought 
back  to  tliis  country.  I  do  not  say  by  that  that  I  disapprove 
of  the  idea  of  a  training  service  or  of  trying  it.  I  think  it  i;? 
worth  while  to  try  anything  that  will  meet  the  emergeai 
when  it  comes,  because  it  is  surely  coming. 

If  it  be  sciiools,  in  carefully  selected  places.  I  say  let's 
and  get  students  for  them.     I  feel  that  it  is  for  the  Nur 
Association  and  those  who  are  more  familiar  with  the  iniiuen 
of  training  schools  to-day  to  decide  whether  this  queetiou 
the  Army  training  schools  is  going  to  be  a  greater  men 
than  the  selection  of  the  nurncs'  aides  for  training.     I  do  tt 
pass  on  that.    It  is  a  technical  question.  .  .  .  But  I  do  fi 
that  there  is  a  place  in  the  small  hospital  for  hands  and  f 
feet  more  or  les.s  trained.  ,  .  .^ 

Although  Miss  Delano  was  primarily  a  nurse  and  regarded 
herself  as  the  representative  in  the  Red  Cross  of  the  American 
Nurses'  Ass4»ciution,  she  presented  at  this  mi'cting  in  part  the 
coutineutal  ptiint  of  view  and  thus  sponaon^J  the  catist*  of  the 
la>'AVomfln.     "To  help  win  the  war  and  to  give  adequuto  care 
to  the  sick  and  wounded,"  wrote  ^fiss  Palmer  in  the  Joui 
**wa8  hor  religion  from  the  day  that  war  was  declared.     N( 
to  that  came  her  aspiration  to  have  the  rank  and  file  of  tl 
American  Nurses'  Association  satisfitni  with  her  work  as  th< 
representative  in  the  Red  Cross.  .  .  ." 

Mivsa  Delano's  next  words  expre^sed^   in  part,   tliis  intei 
and   earnest   potriotism   which   lighted   her  whole   Rod   Ci 
service : 

What  I  want  to-day  is  for  the  nurws  of  the  country  to 
forget  everything  except  the  importance  of  the  need  at  thi* 

« TwentT  fourth  Annual  Report.  N.  U  N.  R.,  p.  105. 
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time.  If  we  can  meet  it  one  way^  let's  move  heaven  and  earth 
to  meet  it  that  wuy.  If  that  is  not  enough,  let  us  be  broad- 
minded  and  meet  it  any  way  we  can. 

Miss  Delano  then  discussed  the  possibility  of  securing  enough 
graduate  nurses;  the  possibility  of  securing  transportation  over- 
seas for  thoHC  nurses;  tlic  wisdom  and  necessity  of  holding  these 
nurses  in  niilitary  busc'  hospitnl-H  JTi  France,  wlicre  they  might 
perhaps  be  idle  for  months  in  order  that  when  an  unexpected 
drive  occurred  and  the  wounded  were  sent  back  to  the  bases, 
they  might  be  on  hand  and  prepared  to  nurse  the  men.  She 
next  brought  up  the  utilization  of  soldier-orderlies  in  hospitals. 
She  said: 

No  one  speaks  of  the  able-bodied  men  in  the  hospitals. 
Nobody  tells  you  tlmt  to-day  there  arc  115,000  able-bodied, 
strong  men  in  the  Army  hospitals  alone,  doing  work  for 
which  they  are  not  in  any  way  fitted  or  trained  or  prepared, — 
115,000  abie-hodit^d  men  doing  very  hard  work  in  military 
hospitals,  running  and  waiting  on  patients  more  or  less  efti- 
ciently.  We  are  talking  about  10,000  rmrses  whom  we  have  in 
the  Army  bo^^pitHlR  but  we  J'cjrget  thut  for  tlie  10,000  women 
we  have  115.000  able-bodied  men.  The  Surgeon  General  in 
my  office  the  other  day  spoke  about  tlmt  very  question.  He 
said  he  was  anxious  for  the  number  of  able-bodied  men  serving 
in  military  hospitals  instead  of  out  learning  to  fight.  And 
these  men  are  thf  pick  of  the  nation,  all  young,  able-bodied, 
strong,  ambitious  meii^  like  a  lot  of  running  horses  tied  down 
to  drawing  carts.     It  Ik  not  right. 

Those  men,  I  belit-vc.  should  be  replaced  by  women.  .  .  . 
Now,  I  say,  let  us  provide  tlie  supervision  of  the  finest  women 
we  can  Hnd»  and  let  us  supplement  that  force  with  women 
trained  or  in  process  of  being  trained,  so  that  these  115,000 
men,  or  at  least  a  large  proportion  of  them,  can  be  sent  out 
to  training  and  commissions.  Doesn't  that  sound  reason- 
able? .  .  . 

For  I  cannot  believe  that  we  should  use  at  this  time  the 
services  of  our  graduate  nurses  to  sit  down  and  feed  our  help- 
less men  in  the  war ;  I  believe  that  women  of  conmiou  sense  or 
judgment,  a  student  or  aide  or  whatever  she  is,  could  do  those 
services  acceptably  and  that  a  very  grave  responsibility  will 
rest  upon  ua  if  ultimately  we  prevent  from  drawing  into  the 
hospitals  a  sulTicient  number  of  women,  trained  students  or 
aides,  to  meet  the  military  needs.' 

•Twenty-fourth  Annual  Report,  N.  L.  N.  E.,  pp.  167-169. 
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Miss  Delano  closed  her  address  with  a  plea  for  the  lay  aidesj 

As  far  as  the  Red  Cross  is  concerued,  we  have  nothing 
recommend.  We  atand  ready  to  cooperate  with  any  pi 
brought  forward  by  the  Surgeon  General.  The  only  po 
tliut  I  tliink  important,  and  L  will  make,  i^  that  we  are 
fair  to  Uie  women  of  this  country  if  we  say  abiiolutely  af 
five  years  of  building  up  a  service  for  tliem  and  they  are 
yet  acL-epted  to-day, — if  we  say,  "we  will  have  none  of  you/* 

1  think  we  have  prejudiced  our  profession  in  the  minds 
the  public  by  this  attitude  more  than  by  anything  that  h 
ever  happened.     I  have  heard  things  that  might  never  co 
to  the  ears  <if  others  and  I  know  that  there  is  underneath, 
the  spirit  of  the  women  of  this  country,  a  feeling  that  th 
have  been  dealt  with  most  unfairly;  and  1  assure  you  that 
will  not  take  [rnrt  in  anything  that  eliminates  absolutely  the 
women   of  this   country   whose   loved  ones   are  serving   in 
France* 


n^^ 


Miss  Delano  left  the  platform  and  immediately  the  preside: 
of  the  National  League  of  Nursing  Education  called  upon  Miss 
Goodrich  to  present  her  *'Plan  for  the  Army  Schmd  of  Nur^J 
ing."     Miss  Goodrich  spoke  with  her  uaiml  brilliant  powcT^PI 
The  chairman  then  called   for  discussion   and   a   spirited   re- 
buttal  took  place.     Finally  Miss  Nutting  threw  her  intluen 
as  a  welMoved  and  trusted  leader  toward  the  acceptance  of  Mi 
Goodrich's  plan. 

The  nursing  profession  may  well  be  said  to  have  stood,  on 
this  May  morning,  at  the  cross-roads.     Miss  Goodrich  beckon 
at  one  fork  for  them  to  follow  her,  Miss  Delano  at  the  oth 
The  tension  of  the  meeting  had  grown  very  higL    After  fiirth 
discussion,   the  chairman   put   the  question  to  a  vote.      Mi 
Powell  mov(*d  *'that  the  Army  Sch<x)l  of  Nursing  as  plamn 
by  Miss  GoodricJi  be  endor8e<l  by  the  three  organitations," 
motion  was  amended  to  read  **a3  planninl  by  the  cominittc 
and  was  passed.     This  endorsement  of  the  Army  School  by  t 
three  national  organizations  of  nursing  was  sent  to  Washington, 
the  Secn'tary  of  War  appnjved  the  plan  on  May  24,  IDIS,  ai 
the  development  of  the  School  was  immediately  begun.*' 

•Twentyfoartb  Annunl  Report.  K.  L.  N.  E..  p.  160. 

**Oti  May  10.  lOlH,  n  imvtinx  of  tbe  Nationnl  Cnnimittec  OB  IM 
Xiirninii;  Srrviro  wim  held  In  Clevclnnd  and  thin  wholr  oiie<«tloo  wm 
dlBciitifird.     Tlh<  Minutoa  of  the  met'tinfi:  r(*cord  that  Mim  NiiUtn|r  tn«ii 
"that  Iht*  mfiiilHTv  of  the  Niiiional  Committee  give  their  aupport  to  1 
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On  June  8,  1918,  Miss  Delano  wrote  to  Miss  Palmerj  editor 
of  the  Journal: 

The  discussions  concerning  the  Army  School  for  Nurses' 
Aides  seems  to  have  developed  into  very  nincli  of  a  feiul  .  .  . 
witli  Colonel  Smith,  Miss  (Joodrirh  and  fDllowers  represent- 
ing one  side  and  Ur.  <!oldwater  and  his  followers,  largely  tlie 
American  Husjiitiil  Association,  on  lire  other  Hide.  1  am  kept 
busy  trying  to  steer  my  craft  lict-vveen  the  breakers,  believing 
as  I  do  that  Ixtth  sides  ore  right  and  both  sides  are  wrong. 
With  your  uiidtTiittin<tiiiir  niind,  you  will  know  what  I  mean. 

1  believe  the  school  idea  a  g*jor[  lhin«;  to  try  out  and  one 
more  way  tn  help  meet  tlic  iipcd  iind  if  rarried  nut  along 
pretty  definite  linos  antl  with  ih»finite  Mllilirttioiirt  with  civilian 
schools,  ought  not  to  disruitt  the  training  schools  of  the 
country. 

On  the  other  hand,  I  believe  we  are  entirely  justified  in 
Uidng  women  who  are  past  the  age  for  admission  to  this 
school  for  minor  position.^  in  military  hospitals,  such  as  the 
care  of  linen  room,*,  serving  diets,  feeding  of  patients  and  a 
thousand  and  one  details  which  our  graduate  nurses  have  no 
time  to  do.  .  .  , 


On  July  22,  1918,  General  Gorgas  wrote  to  Mr.  Davison; 

Understanding  that  General  Noble  told  you  when  at  Camp 
Meade  the  otiier  day  something  of  our  recently  established 
Army  School  of  Xiirsin^^.  I  am  unclosing  a  report  of  the 
committee  appointed  to  |irc|iare  (he  plan  of  the  school,  which 
may  interest  yon.  M'itli  roniitarativflv  lilth-  publitity,  a  very 
great  interest  has  Ifcen  aroused  and  wt*  have  not  oidy  received 
over  10,00n  loiters  of  inquiry  from  would-be  t-anilidates,  but 
have  actually  on  file  over  lOOt)  completed  a|>pli<'ation8  a  large 
majority  of  which  meet  our  requirements  for  admission. 

May  1  say  that  we  are  indebted  for  this  enrollment  in  no 
small  measure  to  the  various  I?etl  Cross  Divifiions  and  Chap- 
ters throughout  the  rountry  that  have  constantly  recruited 
for  us.  It  is  my  bidief  that  tbis  hearty  response  to  the  appeal 
of  the  school,  t<^gL'tlle^  with  the  rerruiting  drive  for  a  student 
reserve  body  of  '^r»,(niii  wliieh,  as  you  know,  the  Woman's 
Committee  of  Xiitional  Defense  with  tlie  endorsement  of  the 
Ked  Cross  and  this  office  is  umlcrtaking,  to  provide  an  in- 
creased numlicr  of  students  for  the  civil  hospitals,  as  well  as 

IiroiH)«(Hl  Army  Scliool  in  militiiry  huHpituU  and  tlmt  they  bi*nd  hU  efTurt* 
to  bririK  it  into  fxisti-nte,  lenvinjj  the  i|iiiritiun  of  aidt-K  in  abeyunce 
until  this  is  ficttletl."    Tltta  motion  wait  secondMl  and  carried. 
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the  military,  will  meet  our  arising  needs  and  that  we  need  not 
further  oonsidnr  the  preparation  of  aides  through  shorter  and 
more  Buperficial  court-es.  It  is  obvious  that  should  the  supply 
of  graduate  nurses  prove  inadequate  for  the  overseas  service, 
this  eitudout  group  will  render  the  most  satisfactory  service 
and  will  be  the  next  to  go. 

I  understand  that  you  are  preparing  aides  to  supplement  the 
work  of  the  public  health  nurses  in  France  and  Italy.  In 
order  not  to  deflect  desirable  students  from  the  more  con- 
structive and  comprehensive  preparation  provided  tlirough 
tlie  Army  School  of  Nursing,  and  also  to  avoid  any  mis- 
understanding and  disappointment  on  the  part  of  the  young 
women  taking  these  courses,  may  !  ask  you  to  direct  those  in 
charge  of  this  brancli  of  work,  esiwcially  those  who  are  con- 
cerned with  the  publicity.  U*  make  it  clear  to  the^ie  students 
that  thefie  courses  will  not  lead  to  a  nursing  service  in  the 
Army. 

By  Noveml)or,  1918,  the  Army  School  had  1099  studenta  on 
duty  in  twenty-five  military  hospitals  in  the  United  States,  567 
more  waiting  assignment  and  a  total  of  10,689  upplicntioua 
filed. 

The  rejection  of  her  proposal  for  the  utilization  of  Red  Cross 
aides,  as  contained  in  the  eudorsi'ment  of  the  Anuy  School  by 
the  American  Nurst^a'  Aswwiation  at  thfi  Cleveland  meeting, 
may  be  aaid  to  hiivc  marked  the  crisis  of  Miss  Delaru/s  pro- 
feasional  can-cr,  Fi»r  the  first  lime,  the  rank  and  file  tif  nurses 
had  not  followed  her.  Unquestionably,  pressure  had  been 
brought  to  bear  on  the  Red  Cross  from  iuflueutial  groups  oat- 
side  of  the  organization.  Miss  Uchuio'a  words  show  that  she 
felt  that  the  nursing  profrssiim,  in  its  continued  rejection  of 
lay  asflistunce,  was  not  true  to  the  trust  which  the  National  C-om- 
inittee  had  assumed.  In  this  mivting.  Miss  Delano  had  carriod 
her  cause  into  the  open,  had  defended  and  lost  it. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  strong  pnifcssioiuil  gn»up  may  hard 
ihotight  they  saw  in  Miss  Di'Iaun's  championship  of  tho  lay- 
worker  a  desertion  of  the  ftindainental  priucifjlcs  of  the  unrsing 
profession,  a  bending  b<;f(ire  the  winds  of  Red  Cross  opinion. 
The  principle  of  the  sentimentalist  versus  the  trained  w»»rkcr. 
as  old  us  American  war  nursing,  had  raised  its  head  a^iin  and 
nurses  may  Imve  thought  they  saw  in  Miss  Delano  a  recently 
won  but  powerful  ally  of  the  traditional  influence  of  the  cm>* 
tineutal  Rod  Cross  societies,  so  inhibiting  to  efficient  nanUg 
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service.  Miss  Nuttiiig  and  Miss  Goodrich  had  spent  their 
lives  in  trying  to  bettfir  the  standards  of  nursing  education; 
their  words  spoken  at  the  May  meeting  show  that  they  did  not 
possess  sufiif'ieiit  knowledge  t)f  thi^  luilitarv  and  nursing  situa- 
tion overseas  to  rwognize  the  Hcriousneas  iif  the  existing  short- 
age of  nurses,  a  shortage  whicli  was  tlien  estinmte<i  at  1121 
nnrses.  This  was  the  time  when  the  statement  was  made  in  the 
(*hief  Surgeon's  offire  that  **a  hreak<lnwn  in  medical  service  was 
threatened"  and  on  May  •?  a  cable  had  been  sent  to  the  War 
Department  asking  for  the  immediate  dispatch  of  555  nurses, 
but  even  with  these  reenforcemeuts,  it  is  hard  to  conceive  how 
the  War  Department  could  have  thought  that  a  nursing  service 
overseas  of  some  twenty-live  hundred  nurses  would  be  able 
to  care  for  the  casualties  of  the  then  clearly  anticipated  oifen- 
sives  of  May,  June  and  July. 

Because  of  the  Surgt^on  Oeneral's  call  for  fifty  thousand 
nurses  by  June  1,  11HJ\  Miss  Dehiuo  felt  that  it  was  highly 
unsafe  to  trust  to  a  slow,  constructive  upbuilding  of  an  edu- 
cational system  like  the  Army  School;  she  felt  that  it.  was  even 
then  a  time  for  emergency  action.  On  the  other  hand.  Miss 
Nutting  and  Miss  Goodricli  did  not  think  the  military  crisis  as 
imminent  as  it  really  was  and  in  view  of  their  toiig  struggle  for 
nursing  advancement  and  standards,  it  can  readily  be  under- 
stood how  they  should  ba\'e  continued  to  lay  the  greatest  em- 
phasis upon  phases  of  nursing  odueation. 

As  for  Miss  Dchuio,  the  (Mcvehind  meeting  marked  her  last 
public  appearaiiCL!  before  the  nursing  profession  and  in  the 
meranriea  of  thousands  of  nurses  her  image  as  she  appeared 
that  day  was  indelibly  stamped.  For  the  remaining  eleven 
months  of  her  life,  Miss  Delano  kept  her  own  councils.  How- 
ever, it  was  not  during  these  last  mouths  that  she  was  first  called 
politic.  She  had  always  been  a  silent  wr>mau,  talking  little  to 
her  sister  nurses  regarding  her  hopes  and  plans.  Among  them, 
however,  a  strong  fraternal  spirit  of  inter-reliance  and  confi- 
dence had  developed ;  pioneers  all  of  them  and  intensely  eager, 
they  had  shared  their  hopes  and  the  stories  of  their  struggles 
with  each  other,  but  Miss  Delano  bad  never  taken  them  fully 
into  her  confidence.  Because  they  did  not  know  her  well,  per- 
haps l)e<*au8e  ihey  were  not  given  the  ehuncc  to  know  her  well, 
they  distrusted  her  to  some  extent.  However,  it  is  undoubtedly 
true  that  the  nursing  and  general  public  did  not  seem  to  appre- 
ciate, in  the  spring  and  summer  of  1918,  the  real  and  impcra- 
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tive  need  for  immediatG  reonforcement  of  the  nursing  service  as 
Jiliss  Delano  appeared  to  know  or  at  least  to  sense  it.  The 
War  Departuiout  could  not  make  public  tlie  true  sanitary  situo^ 
tion  in  France  in  May  and  June  of  1918.  Miss  Delano,  ho 
ever,  had  been  for  ten  years  a  student  of  sanitary  theory  an 
practice  and  with  that  uncanny  gift  called  vision,  she  was  al 
to  look  ahead  and  visualize  the  conditions  which  later  exist 
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conditions  already  described  in  preceding  chapters.  Many  of 
her  listeners  that  May  morning  in  Cleveland  must  have  felt 
that  she  was  taking  an  unduly  pessimistic  view  of  the  situation. 
Yet  on  that  May  morning  she  was  like  a  prophet  crying  in  the 
wilderness — with  voice  not  heeded. 

To  the  student  of  history  the  whole  controversy  well  illus- 
trates the  irony  and  even  the  tragedy  of  war.  On  the  days 
when  the  nursing  profession  was  pi-eparing  to  arg^ie  thes<» 
theories  at  the  Cleveland  meeting,  the  Germans  had  struck 
their  second  great  blow  on  the  Western  Front,  this  time  in  the 
Armentieres  sector;  they  had  advanced  seventeen  miles  up  the 
Lys  valley,  had  finally  been  repulsed  and  during  the  lirst  three 
weeks  of  May  were  massing  their  forces  for  their  third 
major  offensive,  an  offensive  during  which  the  fate  of  Paris 
and  the  Allied  cause  hung  in  ihe  balance.  Knowledge  of  the 
extreme  military  crisis,  however,  was  then  not  fully  known  or 
made  public,  and  indeed  neither  student  nurses  nor  R^si  Cross 
aides  nor  all  the  graduates  then  in  civilian  hospitals  in  th^^ 
United  States  could  have  relieved  the  nursing  shortage  existiq^B 
late  in  May  and  early  in  June  in  France — for  there  were  no 
ships  available  to  carry  them  overseas.  Throughout  the  1 
year  of  the  European  War  and  especially  during  the  sumin 
of  11*18,  many  hundreds  of  nurses  were  kept  marking  time 
Ellis  Islaiwl,  hecHus*'  prei'edence  in  transfK)rtation  was  neces- 
sarily given  to  combat  troops  and  supplies. 

"lAVIl  do  it  another  way  I"  Miss  Delano  declared  after 
Cleveland  meeting  had  adjourned.     Following  the  acceptan 
of  the  Army  School  as  a  substitute  for  her  plan  of  utilizi 
Red  Cross  aides  to  supplement  professional  military  nursi 
service,  the  recniiting  of  a  sufficient  numlxT  of  graduate  nu 
to  meet  the  military  needs  seemed  to  Miss  Delano  the  only  w 
out.    This  was  the  first  duty  of  the  Re<l  Cross  Nursing  Senri 
and  Miss  Dehino  knew  that  the  rxi^cutives  at  National  Head 
quarters  would  put  no  obstacles  in  the  way  of  her  pui 
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plans.  She  knew  that  she  possessed  the  complete  confidence  of 
the  War  Council,  for  once  Mr,  Davison  had  said :  "Do  as  you 
think  best,  Miss  Delano.  Keep  us  informed  of  your  general 
plans  and  of  the  money  you  need,  but  go  ahead  yourself.  Even 
if  you  make  mistakes,  you  know  more  about  Red  Cross  nursing 
than  any  other  woman  or  man  we  could  get  to  handle  it." 

Miss  Delano  and  her  asso<;iates  returned  to  Washington  and 
to  Division  headquarters  and  during  the  torrid  summer  months 
flung  themselves  into  the  recruiting  of  graduate  nurses.  She 
and  Miss  Noyes  built  up  an  oifice  force  at  National  Head- 
quarters of  over  one  hundred  persons.  The  Division  staffs  were 
enlarged  and  the  entire  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service,  with  its 
State  and  Local  Committees,  bent  its  energies  almost  solely  to 
securing  graduate  nurses. 

The  total  number  of  nurses  needed  was  divided  into  thirteen 
parts  and  a  quota,  based  upon  the  nursing  resources  of  each 
locality,  was  given  to  each  Division  Director  of  Nursing  and 
she  was  charged  with  the  responsibility  of  securing  her  quota. 
The  following  statistical  table  is  of  interest: 
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3SIONMENT8 

First 

Assignments 

Allotment 

Allotment 

to  A  ugust  1 

Still  Due 

Atlantic 

5708 

2600 

3108 

45% 

Central 

3940 

2311 

1629 

5S% 

Gulf 

864 

324 

540 

37% 

Lake 

2748 

1205 

1543 

43% 

Mountain 

264 

221 

43 

83% 

New  England 

3318 

1360 

1958 

41% 

Northern 

1165 

598 

567 

50% 

Northwestern 

641 

386 

255 

G0% 

Pacific 

1036 

899 

187 

87% 

Pennsylvania 

2154 

1302 

852 

60% 

Potomac 

1366 

764 

602 

56% 

Southern 

1371 

382 

989 

28% 

Southwestern 

2425 

905 

1430 

41% 

The  effects  of  the  "nurses'  drive"  have  been  given  in  a  previ- 
ous chapter.  For  the  five  months  beginning  July  1  and  ending 
December  1,  11,118  nurses  were  enrolled,  an  average  of  2220 
nurses  a  month.  In  one  month  alone  of  that  historic  summer, 
the  American  Red  Cross  secured  and  assigned  to  the  Military 
Establishment  over  twice  as  many  graduate  nurses  as  there 
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were  atudeuts  supplied  by  the  Army  School  during  the  enti 
period  of  hostilities. 

In  .liily,  11*18,  the  Comptroller  of  the  United  States  Treasui 
rendered  to  the  Secretary  of  War  a  decision  of  injustice 
Army  nurses.     Information  as  to  this  ruling  and  its  p>o8si1 
effect  upon  the  nursing  situation  was  contained  in  the  folloi 
ing  letter  of  protest  written  ou  August  31  by  Miss  Noyes, 
president  of  the  American  Nurses*  Association,  to  the  Hon< 
able  W.  W.  Warwick,  comptroller  of  the  U.  S.  Treasury : 

On  July  1(1,  you  rendered  a  decision  to  the  Secretary 
War  to  the  effect  that  uieuibers  of  the  Army  Nurse  Corps  "wl 
may  be  taken  as  prisoners  of  war  are  not  entitled  to 
during  captivity. 

I  feel  sure  that  you  were  not  familiar  with  the  history 
the  organization   of  the   Army   Nurse   Corpa   and   its   l< 
relation  to  the  Army,  when  you  rendered  this  decision, 
president  of  the  American  Nurses'  Association,  which  is  atlil 
ated  with  the  Heii  Cross  and  assumed  with  it  the  renponsiUi 
ity  of  organising  the  graduate  nurses  of  this  country  as  a 
reserve  of  the  regular  Army  Nurse  Corps,  1  was  filled  with 
dismay  when  I  read  your  decision. 

Itendered  at  a  time  when  the  Govemmtnt  was  appealing  f( 
a  thousand  nurses  a  week  for  service  with  the  Army,  yoi 
decision  could  not  help  but  he  destructive  to  their  eurollmei 
It  is  therefore  a  vita!  blow  at  the  welfare  of  our  soldiers. 

Ayjproximately  fifteen  thout^and  nurses  are  in  scrviee  wi\ 
tlie  Army  and  N'avy.    These  nurses  wIki  have  already  entpi 
the  servire  and  thone  al>out  to  enroll  should  have  werv  asai 
am-e  that  ihe  government  in  ready  to  protett  them   in  th< 
hazardous  work  and  safeguard  them  in  their  statutory  righl 
Will  you  not  he  willing  to  give  them  this  assurance? 


On  Septcmlwr  ii7  a  dwision  wns  rendered  by  the  Comptroller 
of  the  Tri'Hsurv  which  reversed  the  ruling  of  July  10.  It  was 
addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  War  and  contained  the  followii^ 
paragraphs : 

In  view  of  unuRunl  conditions  that  hove  arisen,  I  am  of 
opinion  that  from  the  time  any  niember  of  the  Army  Nui 
Corps  is  a  prisoner  of  war  hehl  by  the  enemy,  without  fai 
on  her  part  as  to  her  rupture,  her  ahw^nce  from  duty  »«hoi 
be  cxcuHed  as  unavoidable  and  she  be  treated  as  in  a  full 
status. 
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The  decision  of  July  16,  1918,  is  modified  accordingly. 

As  to  field  clerks  and  members  of  the  Army  Nurse  Corps 
reported  "missing,"  my  decision  is  similar  to  that  given  in 
the  cases  of  officers  and  enlisted  men  reported  "missing" 
(25  Comp.  Dec.,  36)  and  is  as  follows:  No  definite  general 
rule  that  shall  cover  pay  of  field  clerks  and  members  of  the 
Army  Nurse  Corps  reported  "missing*'  in  action  or  otherwise 
missing  shall  be  formulated.  "Their  pay  should  be  withheld 
until  their  status  can  be  definitely  ascertained.  In  case  no 
information  establishing  their  status  can  be  obtained,  indi- 
vidual cases  must  be  considered  on  their  merit  and  determined 
upon  such  evidence  as  may  be  obtainable."  ^^ 

Another  trying  condition  which  Miss  Noyes  met  was  the 
refusal  of  wealthy  chronic  patients,  some  of  whom  were  in 
health  good  enough  to  permit  them  to  go  to  their  offices  every 
day,  to  give  up  their  private  nurses.  Another  minor  difficulty 
was  encountered  in  the  protests  of  doctors  who  refused  to  re- 
lease for  military  service  office  nurses  whom  they  wished  to 
retain  to  hold  their  practice  together  while  they  themselves 
went  into  the  Army.  Protests  also  came  from  owners  of  small 
private  hospitals,  who  refused  to  give  up  their  graduate  special 
nurses.  In  this  respect,  however,  many  small  private  hospitals 
were  patriotic  enough  to  close  their  doors  entirely  for  the  period 
of  the  war. 

On  August  1  the  Surgeon  General  issued  his  historic  call 
for  a  "thousand  nurses  a  week  for  a  period  of  eight  weeks." 
The  strain  at  National  Headquarters  grew  intense.  Moreover, 
Washington  was  overcrowded  and  was  sniTcring  from  record- 
breaking  heat.  In  a  letter  addressed  September  5  to  Miss 
De  Long  in  Italy,  Miss  Noyes  wrote ; 

The  work  at  National  Headquarters  has  never  been  so  diffi- 
cult and  is  now  overwhelming  us.  The  demand  for  one 
thousand  nurses  a  week  by  the  Surgeon  General  has  made  it 
necessary  for  everyone  to  buckle  down  to  work  from  one  end 
of  the  United  States  to  the  other  in  order  to  rout  out  every 
possible  nurse  from  her  hidinfj  place. 

We  have  done  a  tremendous  piece  of  work.  Yesterday  we 
sent  the  papers  of  124  nurses  to  the  War  Department,  the 
day  before  132,  and  Ihey  avera<re  06  per  day.  There  will  be 
no  nurses  left  in  civil  life  if  we  keep  on  at  this  rate.  .  .  . 

''Decisions  of  the  Comptroller,  U.  S.  Treasury,  Army  Field  Clerka, 
A.  G.  0..  221.61;  p.  6. 
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There  seemB  to  be  an  impression  abroad  that  the  war  ma 
end  in  1919. 


I 


At  this  critical  moment  an  unfortunate  newspaper  arti 
had  a  definitely  inhibiting  effect  on  recruiting.  A  pcrsonaT 
interview  with  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Nursing  of 
the  Council  of  National  Defense  was  so  written  as  to  sound 
official  and  unduly  optimistic.  Lost  the  impression  given  by 
this  article  should  deter  nurses  from  cutering  military  service, 
the  Acting  Surgeon  General  of  the  Army  issued  a  public  state- 
ment of  the  actual  nursing  conditions  and  also  stated  it  in  a 
letter  written  Soptembt»r  7  to  Major  Franklin  ^lartin,  then 
chairman  of  the  Medical  Board,  Council  uf  National  Defense: 

At  least  35,000  graduate  nurses  will  t>e  needed  by  Janua 
or  as  soon  as  they  can  j)ogsil»ly  l)c  obtained.    There  arc  at  pr 
ent  somewhat  over  l(j,000  graduate  nurses  on  duty  at  ho 
and  abroad.    This  number  by  nu  means  meets  tlie  need  of 
present  situation,  owing  to  the  fact  that  large  numbers 
trooptj  are  being  sent  overseas  weekly.    The  Red  Cross  rcpo 
that  over  9000  additional  graduate  nurse^^  must  be  enroll 
before  .lanuary  1  to  meet  this  need.     In  the  Allantit-  Divisi 
alone,  which  includes  Xew  York  City,  245'sf  additional  nu 
must  l>e  enrolled  to  comi»lete  their  quota.     It  will  be  ira 
sible  for  the  Army  School  of  Nursing  to  be  of  any  groat  aasist^ 
ance  in  solving  the  nursing  problem  of  military   hospitals 
during  the  present  year.    Only  '^31  students  have  as  vet  b 
assigne*!  to  seven  (7)  cantonment  hospitals  and  105  a«!ditio 
are  under  orders  to  proceed,  but  they  cannot  be  relie<l  uj>on 
take  the  p\a<^  of  graduate  nurses,  n*  they  are  expected 
serve  a  four  months'  probation  with  only  a  limited  number 
boura  in  the  wards  of  the  hospital  during  this  probationa 
period. 

It  is  requested  that  such  action  as  may  be  ueceasary  lMd| 
taken  tn  corrwt  this  statement,  in  order  that  the  public  an^| 
the  nurses  may  be  informed  of  the  true  situation  and  that  the 
work  of  recruiting  nurses  shall  not  be  interfere*!  with.  .  ,  . 

This  incident  waa  also  of  some  importance  in  that  it  illu9tra1 
the  danger  of  misunderstanding  which  may  arise  when  t^ 
national  (^cmtmittces  surli  ns  the  Comrnilteo  on  X  'f 

Council  of  National   Defense  and  the  National  *  >  ** 

Red  Cross  Nursing  Sennce  were  both  operating  in  the  fieh 
In  the  fall  of  1918  the  nursing  needs  of  the  civilian  popul 
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tion  eii^ilfed  the  American  Rod  Cross.  Late  in  Aiipist,  Span- 
ish inriiifuza  broke  ont  among  the  men  of  the  Navy  Reeeiviug 
Ship  in  Boston  Harhor  and  swept  acrnsa  thf  United  States 
during  September  and  Oetober.  The  first  eall  for  Ked  Cross 
BBsistance  came  on  September  14  from  the  United  States  Public 
Health  Servire,  for  nnraing  personnrl  for  the  Quarantine  Sta- 
tion, Boston  Harbor.  Almost  flinnihaneously,  calls  began  to 
come  in  from  all  parts  of  New  England  and  from  Washington, 
D.  C.  Within  a  few  weeks  the  infection  had  become  pandemic 
in  the  eastern  cantonments  and  spread  from  the  soldiers  to  the 
oivitian  popnhition  and  theucc  westward.  One  thousand 
nurses,  it  will  be  renienibored,  had  been  withdrawn  from  the 
cantonment  nursing  staffs  and  had  arrived  in  August  in 
France.  Tnie,  tlie  American  Red  Cross  had  sent  the 
papers  of  2700  additional  nurses  to  the  Surgeon  General's 
otHee  in  August  alone,  but  it  took  some  time  to  assimilate  these 
nurses  into  the  Military  Establishment.  On  September  7  the 
Army  School  had  only  221  students  on  duty  in  seven  canton- 
ment hospitals,  aceordiug  to  the  Acting  Surgeon  General's  let- 
ter of  September  7  addressed  to  Dr.  Martin.  These  students 
were  "green  probationers''  and  it  was  estimated  that  it  would 
take  four  months  of  training  before  their  services  would  be  of 
material  value.  The  truly  desperate  condition  which  existed 
in  the  cantonment  and  Naval  htfspitala  during  that  meujorable 
Septeml)er  and  October  of  IDIS  has  already  been  described. 
Colonel  Ayrea  wrote : 

Wore  than  40.000  died  of  pneumonia.  Of  these,  probably 
25,000  resulted  from  the  influeazfi-pucumonia  pandemic 
which  swept  through  every  camp  and  cantonment  in  this 
country  and  caused  thousands  of  deaths  in  the  Expeditionary 
Forces.  Up  to  September  14,  1918,  only  0810  deaths  from 
dineajje  had  ntrurred  iti  the  Army  and  the  death  rate  for  the 
period  of  the  war  up  to  that  time  was  only  5  per  year  for  each 
100<)  men. 

During  the  eight  weeks  from  September  14  to  the  8th  of 
November,  31(i,089  cases  of  influenza  aud  53,449  of  pneu- 
monia were  reported  among  troops  in  this  country.  The  ex- 
flosive  character  of  the  epidemic  is  shown  in  diagram  56: 
83.6%  of  tlie  total  deaths  were  from  pneumonia].  It 
reached  its  high  point  the  second  week  in  October,  when  four 
out  of  every  1000  troops  under  arms  in  this  country 
died.  .  .  ." 
"TThe  War  witli   Germany,"  pp.   125-126. 
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The  situation  among  the  civilian  population  was  equally 
critical  and  responsibility  for  aid  was  vested  in  the  United 
States  Publii'  Health  Service  and  the  American  Red  Gross. 
At  National  Ileadcjuarters  a  meeting  was  called  at  which  were 
presi'Ut  representatives  of  the  Surgeon  Generals  of  the  Arniy^ 
the  Navy  and  the  Public  Health  Service  and  of  the  Red  Cross 
and  a  preliminary  jdau  for  affording  nursing  relief  was  formu- 
lated. ^Miss  Delano  was  then  in  .\tlantic  City  attending  a 
meeting  of  the  American  Hospital  Association,  so  Miss  Noyes 
drew  up  tJie  plans  for  the  mobilization  of  nursing  resources 
and  throughout  the  pandemic  carried  all  national  details  re- 
garding nursing  relief. 

National  Headquarters  was  of  course  the  center  to  which  the 
nursing  needs  of  the  entire  country  came.  National  morale 
was  already  under  a  heavy  war  strain  and  the  confessed  lack 
of  medical  knowledge  regarding  the  nature  of  the  disease 
fanned  llie  tlames  of  public  alarm.  Many  hundreds  of  nurses 
in  civilian  and  military  service  th<imst'lve8  came  dt>wn  with  the 
disease  and  the  calls  for  nurses  increased  proportionately.  By 
long  distance  telephone,  by  teJegraph  and  personal  interviews 
with  Miss  Noyes,  State  health  olHciala,  Army  othcers,  heads 
of  civilian  hospitals  and  particiilarly  men  in  charge  of  indus- 
tries, importuned  National  Headquarters:  "If  you  cannot  aeod 
U8  nurses/'  they  aitinned,  **our  men  will  all  come  down  with 
the  flu  and  pro<luetion  will  stop." 

On  September  24  Miss  Noyes  wirerl  the  Division  Directors 
of  Nursing  to  mobilize  all  Home  Defense  nurses  for  emer- 
gency duty  to  meet  the  situation.  The  assignment  to  iuHueuu 
work  of  nurses  who  were  being  mobilized  for  military  service 
was  to  be  avoided  as  hmg  as  jxtesible.  No  Division  was  per- 
mitted to  recruit  nurses  from  other  DiviaioDs  without  confer- 
ring with  National  Headquarters.  Nurses  not  enrolled  in  the 
Re<l  Cnx^s  Nursing  Sf*rvi<'e,  attendants,  practical  nurses  and 
]ayw(uneri  vdlnnteera  who  had  taken  the  Ked  CroBS  eoonie  in 
Home  Hygiene  and  C'are  of  tlie  Sick,  were  to  be  aaaigned 
duty  nnder  the  dinnrtion  of  enrolled  Red  Crosa  nurses. 
Local  Committees  on  Red  Cross  Nursing  S^Tvice  wer<^  to 
called  up  in  immediately  for  recruiting  nursing  personnel.  In 
every  Division  Department  of  Nursing,  additional  clerical  as- 
sistance was  to  be  S4*eured  and  masks  made  in  the  Chapters  for 
use  in  Army  cantonment  hospitals.  Complete  recoroa  of  all 
Asalgnmenta  were  also  to  bo  kept 


m 


AT  NATIONAL  HEADQUARTERS  978 

The  need  for  nurses  daily  grew  more  imperative.  On  Sep- 
tember 27  Miss  Noyes  telegraphed  to  all  Division  Directors  of 
Nursing: 

We  should  like  you  to  organize  in  your  Division  one  or  more 
mobile  units  of  ten  to  fifteen  nursing  personnel  to  be  sent  to 
other  localities  if  necessary.  Place  competent  Home  Defense 
nurse  in  charge  and  authorize  her  to  secure  assistants,  under- 
graduates, attendants,  or  nurses'  aides  and  prepare  them  for 
instant  service. 

Several  days  later  the  general  manager  appointed  a  National 
Committee  on  Influenza,  which  was  composed  of  the  directors 
of  the  departments  at  National  Headquarters,  with  W.  Frank 
Persons,  then  Director  General  of  Civilian  Relief,  as  chair- 
man. On  October  1,  Rupert  Blue,  Surgeon  General  of  the 
U.  S.  Public  Health  Service,  vested  in  the  Red  Cross  the  fol- 
lowing responsibility: 

In  order  that  all  available  resources  may  be  utilized  to  the 
best  advantage  in  combating  the  present  epidemic  of  influ- 
enza, I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  recommendation 
in  regard  to  the  participation  of  your  organization  in  this 
campaign : 

1.  That  the  Red  Cross  assume  charge  of  supplying  all  the 
needed  nursing  personnel  and  pay  the  salary  and  other  ex- 
penses connected  with  the  detail  of  such  personnel  for  work 
during  the  present  epidemic.  , 

2.  i?hat  the  l?ed  Cross  furnish  emergency  supplies,  wlien 
it  is  found  that  local  authorities  are  unable  to  furnish  such 
supplies  with  the  promptness  required  by  existing  circum- 
stances. 

On  the  same  day,  the  War  Council  appropriated  $575,000 
for  influenza  relief  and  the  entire  Red  Cross  organization,  in 
Washington  and  in  the  field,  set  to  work  to  combat  this  most 
virulent  of  any  pandemic  which  had  hitherto  attacked  the 
country. 

The  cooperation  between  the  Federal  Public  Health  Service 
and  the  American  Red  Cross  was  outlined  in  the  following 
Plan,  issued  October  3 : 

1.   That  the  Red  Cross  should  assume  charge  of  supplying 
needed  personnel  and  will  pay  salaries  and  other  expenses 
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4. 


5. 


9. 


connected  with  detail  of  such  personnel  for  work  during 
the  present  epidemic. 

That  the  Red  Cross  will  furnish  emergency  hospital  sup- 
plies when  local  authorities  are  unnhle  to  furnish  such 
supplies  with  the  promptness  required  by  existing  circum- 
stances. 

The  I'nited  States  I'uhlic  Health  Service  will  gather 
facts  about  the  spread  of  this  disease  and  the  adequury  of 
existing  resources  and  will  determine  when  and  where  to 
send  additional  uurHin^  personnel  and  emergency  hohpital 
supplies  and  to  what  person  the  nursing  personnel  shall 
report  and  such  supplies  be  delivered. 
The  Public  Health  Service  will  decide  when  any  such 
nursing  personnel  and  supplies  have  served  the  emer- 
gent purpose  and  may  be  transferred  to  some  other  place 
for  further  duty. 

The  Nursing  T>epartment  of  the  Red  Cross  will  have  full 
charge  of  enrolling  and  assigning  all  nursing  personnel  as 
requested  by  the  Surgeon  General  and  will  also  determine 
their  salaries  and  other  compensation.  In  this  connection 
it  is  important  to  add  that  the  widespread  call  for  nurses 
and  the  obligations  of  the  Nursing  Service  to  supply  nuraes 
also  for  the  Army  and  Navy  render  it  impprativoly  neces- 
sary that  tiie  Nursing  Department  shall,  through  its  own 
officers  and  committees  under  the  direction  of  the  head  of 
the  Department,  be  and  remain  in  full  cliarge  of  this  part 
of  the  program. 

The  United  States  Public  Health  Service  will  conduct  all 
necfssary  dealings  with  the  state  and  the  local  l>oards  of 
health  concerning  all  the  above  matters  and  the  Divisional 
offices  of  the  Ked  Cross  will  act  in  providing  nursing  [ht- 
Bonnel  and  in  furnishing  supplies  only  upon  the  request  of 
the  Federal  Public  Health  Service. 

Tlie  I'nited  States  Public  Health  Service  will  mobiliae  all 
needed  doctors. 

The  United  States  Public  Health  Service  will  from  time 
to  time  ask  the  lied  Cross  through  the  usual  clianneU  to 
distribute  oifitial  statements  issued  by  the  fonner  coneerzH 
ing  means  of  prevention  and  methods  of  care  of  thia 
disease. 

All  general  publicity  coDceming  the  part  of  the  Red  Oroi» 
in  tiiis  prograni  and  all  general  <lirertions  cont-eniing  th« 
use  of  the  Red  Cross  resources  except  the  enrollment  and 
assignment  of  nursing  personnel  will  be  issue*]  by  the 
chairman  of  the  Red  Cross  Nationai  Committ^  on 
InHiienza. 
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Development  of  this  general  plan  for  further  mobilization 
of  the  Red  Cross  for  emergency  relief  was  authorized  during 
the  next  few  days.  Each  Red  Cross  Chapter  was  instructed  to 
organize  immediately  a  Chapter  Committee  on  Influenza,  con- 
sisting preferably  of  the  chairman  of  the  Chapter,  a  leading 
physician,  a  representative  of  the  Local  Committee  on  Red 
Cross  Nursing  Service  where  one  existed,  tlte  chairman  of  the 
Chapter  Committee  on  Nursing  Activities,  the  chairman  of 
the  Home  Ser\'ice  Section,  and  such  additional  members  as 
were  deemed  necessary.  This  committee  was  instructed  to 
work  in  close  co(ip<Tation  with  the  locivl  public  health  officer, 
making  a  survey  of  available  nursing  pfrwnnel  and  hospital 
supplies  within  its  jurisdiction.  Only  at  request  of  the  local 
health  officer  and  in  consultation  with  the  Division  office,  how- 
ever, were  these  nurses  and  supplies  to  be  mobilized  to  meet 
local  needs. 

A  Division  Committee  on  Influenza  was  also  appointed, 
made  up  of  the  Division  Manager,  the  Division  Directors  of 
Civilian  and  Military  Relief,  Nursing,  Supplies,  Accounts  and 
Chapter  Production.  After  issuing  this  general  plan  for  mobil- 
ization of  all  Red  Crf>88  rosiiurces,  the  National  Committee  on 
Influenza  h^ft  its  further  developments,  excepting  where  ques- 
tions of  policy  arose,  to  the  judgment  of  the  Division  and  Local 
committees.  The  I'ducntionijl  campaign  was  developed  largely 
by  the  L'^nitcd  States  Public  Health  Service. 

The  medical  and  nursing  rcli^'f  afl^orded  by  the  Red  Cross 
to  the  civilian  population  in  large  cities,  industcial  centers, 
small  towns,  and  rural  and  isolated  communities  was  probably 
as  extensive  as  has  ever  Ix'cn  offered  by  any  Red  Cross  society 
:n  any  country  and  is  therefore  of  interest. 

The  efforts  of  the  Red  Cross  in  the  larger  cities  in  the 
United  States  is  well  illustrated  in  the  work  done  in  Washing- 
ton, D.  C  In  co(>]X!ration  with  the  United  States  Public 
Health  Service,  the  T-ocal  Chapter  equipped  and  maintained 
an  influenza  hospital  on  F  Street,  When  it  became  evident 
that  this  hospital  would  be  inadequate  to  care  for  the  increas- 
ing number  of  patients,  a  second  hospital  was  opened  by  the 
U.  S.  Public  Health  Ser\Mce  at  Eighteenth  and  Virginia  Ave- 
nues. Lucy  Minnigerode  rendered  conspicuous  service  in  or- 
ganizing the  F  Street  hospital  and  Rachel  Independence  Al- 
baugh,  whose  name  will  appear  nuuiorruis  times  in  post-i^rmis- 
tice  sections  of  this  history,  handled  details  of  equipment. 
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TLc  U,  S.  Public  HcaltL  Service  divided  the  city  into  hcad- 
qnartcrs  and  four  inuiu  divisions,  each  of  which  was  then  sub- 
divided into  districts.  Each  district  had  a  headquarters  to 
which  aJl  calls  for  influenza  relief  work  should  come.  A  cen-' 
tral  recruiting  station  for  nurses  was  opened  by  the  Red  Cross 
Chapter  at  Fourteenth  and  F  Streets,  for  the  purpose  of  secur- 
ing additional  nursing  personnel.  In  this  the  cotiperatiiin  of 
the  school  teachers  proved  of  great  value.  As  the  schools 
throughout  the  country  were  closed  during  the  most  virulent 
periods  of  the  epideniic,  many  of  the  teachers  volunteered  aa 
assistants  to  the  nurses  and  rendered  etlicieut  service.  The 
work  of  lay  volunteers,  especially  that  rendered  by  women  who 
had  had  Red  Cross  class  instruction,  was  of  great  value^ 

An  enrolled  nurse  who  had  once  taught  classes  in  Home  Hy- 
giene but  who  had  had  to  give  up  active  service  on  account  of 
ill  health,  rallied  to  duty  again  during  the  pandemic.  She 
wrote: 

[  Owing  to  my  scmi-invalidism.  I  was  not  officially  under  the 

local  organization,  but  my  former  students  had  enrolled  with 
mc  and  I  called  on  them.  We  did  what  we  could  where  we 
ourselves  knew  the  need  to  be  great  and  we  were  able  to  carry 

I  several  hundred  homes*  through  to  safety  with  only  one  death. 

Many  refused  rolief,  but  we  Hystematized  our  work  so  that  the 
inexperienre  nf  the  volunteer  aides  would  not  work  hardtihip 
either  on  patient  or  aide,     f  ait  at  my  phone  day  and  night, 

'  backing  their  orders  witli  advice  and  instruction.     It  was  tlie 

sweetept  thing  in  the  world  to  liear  their  responses  come  bark 
when  I  called  on  them.  "Why,  yes,  of  course  I  will  do  what  I 
can  to  help." 


To  return  to  the  District  of  Columbia,  tlie  District  (!1iapter 
Canteen  Scn'ice  organized  u  kil<'lien  in  each  of  the  four  divi- 
eiona,  where  food  was  prepared  for  those  who  could  not  secure 
it  in  other  ways,  b<x'H\ifte  of  the  illness  of  mi'mltcrs  of  their 

r<families  or  l)ecauBP  of  the  crowded  conditions  existing  on  ac^ 
count  of  rhr   liousing  problems.      From   this  kitchen   in  each 

'.division  a  hot  luuch  was  daily  served  to  doctors  and  nurses  to 
save  their  time.  The  District  Chapter  Motor  Corps  put  its 
ambulances  and  other  cars  with  their  drivers  to  vnlunblc  use 
in  c;irrying  patients  to  the  hospital  and  in  transporting  the 
n\ir*eiJ  abiiit  the  city. 

The  organization  which  was  developed  in  industrial  towns 
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18  well  illu8tmtt»d  by  the  work  at  Wilkoa  Barre,  PennBylvaiiia. 
Mrs.  Gertriuk*  WillinniHou,  the  Red  Cross  uurse  in  (ihargti  of 
the  emergency  hospital,  wrote: 

For  two  days,  volunteers  mostly  from  Red  Cross  classes  in 
Home  Hygiene  and  Care  of  tlie  Sick,  worked  like  beavers,  out- 
tin^  draw-sheets,  making  up  the  Army  cots,  smibbiiig  hat- 
racks  to  serve  ae  linen  shelves  and  cleaning  camp  chairs  to  be 
used  as  bedside  tables.  The  Armory  was  scrubbed  from  roof 
to  basement  and  four  wards  were  partitioned  off  with  beaver- 
board  an<l  lavatories  and  sinks  were  installed  in  the  only 
available  rooms. 

The  lied  Cross  Canteen  Service  took  entire  charge  of  the 
basement  kitchen  and,  with  a  few  paid  employees,  but  mostly 
volunteers,  served  all  the  food  to  the  nurses,  the  physicians, 
the  orderlies  and  the  meml>ers  of  the  National  Guard  who 
were  always  on  duty,  besides  sending  out  food,  broths  mostly, 
to  over  150  families  daily,  who  because  of  the  "flu"  had  no 
one  well  enough  to  prepare  their  meals. 

In  small  towns,  where  there  were  rarely  any  hospital  facili- 
ties of  any  kind,  tho  emergency  wan  met  in  an  equally  efficient 
way.  In  Watkius,  New  York,  the  Red  Men  offered  the  nae  of 
their  hall  U*  the  I>}cal  Red  Cross  Chapter  as  tin  i^merg<Micy 
hospital.  This  otfer  was  imrandiately  accepted.  The  problem 
of  tHpiipmcnt  presented  a  grave  ditliculty  but  each  housewife 
Bent  whatever  she  could  spare — a  cot,  a  pair  of  sheets,  a  blanket. 
In  the  same  way,  the  kitchen  was  supplied  and  the  principal  of 
the  High  School,  released  for  the  period  of  the  contagion,  took 
complete  charge  of  the  preparation  of  the  diets. 

In  rural  communities,  where  no  hospital  facilities  existed, 
the  I»ca!  Chapters  establishe<l  temporary  ones  in  sclioolhousea 
or  churches.  Miss  Barber,  Director  of  Nursing  of  the  North- 
em  Division,  wrote : 

The  houses  are  often  half  a  mile  or  more  apart  from  each 
other,  so  we  ursed  the  rural  and  village  schoolhouses  for 
emergency  hospitals,  wiring  them  with  electricity  in  many 
cases  just  for  tliis  purpoftc.  We  also  secured  mobile  kitchens, 
wliieh  liad  {treviously  been  UKe<l  in  the  harvest  fields,  and 
attai'hed  tliem  to  the  schoolhouses  for  canteen  service.  The 
result  was  highly  satisfactory. 

To  the  moHt  isolated  country  districts,  we  assigned  nurses' 
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aides  who  remained  in  the  liout^es  of  their  patients  as  long  as 
the  need  for  nursing  care  existed. 

A  nurse  assigned  to  influenza  relief  work  in  Denio,  Oregon, 
wrote: 

Our  patients  are  mostly  families  of  sheep  herders ;  they  live 
in  mii-erable  cabins  scatteTed  in  most  inaccessible  places,  a 
house  to  a  hill  and  each  hill  from  twelve  to  fifteen  miles  apart. 
There  is  uo  food,  no  bedding  and  absolutely  no  conception  of 
the  £rst  principles  of  hygiene  and  sanitation  or  of  nursing 
care. 

I  have  taken  over  the  hotel  as  a  hospital  and  the  Big  Bosa, 
who  employs  the  sheep  herders,  is  having  all  who  are  not  too 
ill  to  be  moved,  brought  in  here.  The  men  are  willing,  some 
are  intelligent,  but  niost  arc  sick,  and  if  it  were  not  ifor  the 
grit  and  brains  of  the  nurses  who  have  iH'en  working  here 
before  and  for  the  women  of  the  community*  God  help  us  I 

I  am  writing  by  fits  and  starts,  ae  1  can  snatch  a  minute  off 
to  jot  down  our  needs,  hoping  that  the  situation  may  be  clear 
to  you  and  that  you  will  be  able  to  get  us  some  supplies  before 
we  get  snowed  in  for  tlie  winter.  Our  greatest  need  (next  to 
fruit  and  malted  milk)  is  feeding  cups  and  drinking  tubet^, 
which  we  can't  get  at  Winnimucca.  our  nearest  town.  We 
also  need  lots  of  gauze  or  cheesecloth  and  cotton  for  pneumo- 
nia jackets:  also  rubber  sheeting  and  quantities  of  old  rugs,  to 
be  used  and  burned,  also  gallons  of  formaldehyde,  if  we  are  to 
gtamp  out  the  disease;  everything  i;*  thrown  on  the  ground  and 
will  thaw  out  next  spring  and  release  all  these  germs  again,  if 
we  do  not  take  precautions  against  it. 


Annie  T-.  Colon,  a  Red  Cross  public  health  nurse  on  duty  in 
Luce  County,  northern  Michigan,  wrote: 

Some  of  our  patients  lived  miles  hack  in  the  woods  in  the 
logging  camps  where  not  even  a  road  couM  roach  them.  We 
would  go  after  our  patients  in  hand  cars,  mounted  on  the 
logging  trains,  and  so  saved  many  lives.  Wo  had  ga.-ioline 
engines  on  the  most  mo<1crn  type  of  hand  cars  and  we  hitcheil 
a  flat  car  to  each  one,  usually  with  wire,  put  a  board  floor  on 
it,  laid  mattresees  over  that  and  with  a  canvas  cover  to  break 
the  wind  we  carried  our  patients  fifteen  or  more  mtlee  to  a 
decent  l>ed  and  a  chance  to  live. 

With  this  equipment,  we  rode  usually  at  night  through  the 
deep  woods  and  over  the  rough  roadbe<l«  to  the  eanipit.    Many 
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times  we  would  find  thirty  or  forty  casea,  Rometimes  ten 
people  all  with  fever  over  104  degrees,  huddled  together  on 
two  or  three  beds  in  a  tiny  cabin,  too  aick  to  remove  their 
clothes. 

Assignments  of  Red  Cross  nursing  personnel  (including  en- 
Tolled  nurses,  Home  Defense  nurses,  pupil  nurses,  practical 
nurses  and  laywomcn  who  had  taken  the  Red  Cross  course  in 
Home  Hygiene  and  Care  of  the  Sick),  which  covered  only 
the  first  wave  of  influenza  that  swept  across  the  country  from 
September  14,  191S,  to  November  7,  1918,  totalled  'l5,000 
women. 

On  November  2,  1918,  the  United  States  Public  Health- 
Service  reported  thnt  115,000  persons  had  died  from  influenza 
and  pneumonia.  The  battle  deaths  of  thr*  Ainerimn  Expedi- 
tionary Forces  were  48,000,  ]om  than  half  the  inHuenza  deaths, 
and  the  pandemic  was  not  yet  under  control.  The  contagion 
continued  to  spread  and  Red  Cross  relief  was  carried  on  until 
late  in  tlie  spring  of  1919.  In  round  figures,  the  number  of 
civilian  deaths  from  influenza  and  pneumonia  totaled  150,000 
persons. 

During  the  influenza  epidemic,  National  Headquarters  had 
opporttinity  to  test  the  efficiency,  as  an  emergency  relief  agency, 
of  Red  Cross  national,  division  and  local  organization  to  an 
extent  luicqualcd  even  by  the  opportunities  for  service  coinci- 
dent to  the  European  War.  Moreover,  National  Headquarters 
learned  bcviuid  doubt  that  this  organization  could — and  did — 
function  efllcieiitly. 

The  influenza  epidemic  impressed  upon  the  general  public 
realization  of  two  vital  nepdn.  The  first  of  these  was  the  need 
for  organized  public  health  nursing  activities  in  every  com- 
munity. "The  only  good  which  could  p)ssibly  come  otit  of  an 
epidemic  which  has  carried  off  a  great  number  of  our  best  as 
well  as  our  poorest  citizens,"  wrote  Katherine  La  Prade,  chair- 
man of  the  Nursing  Committee  of  the  Victoria  (Texas)  Red 
Cross  Chapter,  ''is  the  proof  to  the  public  of  the  need  and  value 
of  organized  public  health  nursing  service  and  also  the  absolute 
necessity  for  a  county  hospital  in  every  mrni  community." 

A  second  need  was  that  of  health  education.  In  many  places 
a  fear  of  tiip  influenza  prevailed  which  was  akin  to  the  terror 
of  the  iliddli'  A^es  regarding  the  Black  Plague.  Amy  Potts, 
Red  Cross  publi<'  health  nurse  iu  Monmouth  Couuty,  New 
Jersey,  wrote: 
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One  poor  woman  had  nursed  her  husband  and  her  three 
boys  through  serious  cases  of  the  flu  and  then  came  down  with 
it  herst'lf.  All  she  hogged  was  to  be  left  alone. — she  was  so 
'Hired."  Her  husbancl  got  up  and  tried  to  do  his  best.  Not 
one  of  the  neighbors  would  come  in  to  help.  I  stayed  there  all 
night  and  in  the  morning  telephoned  to  the  woman's  sister. 
The  sister  came  and  tapped  on  the  window,  but  refused  to 
talk  to  mc  until  she  had  gotten  n  safe  distance  away.  Finally 
I  managed  to  pull  her  into  the  house  and  convince<l  her  that 
she  had  to  stay.  When  she  heard  that  her  sister's  recovery 
was  doubtful,  she  was  ashamed,  but  we  could  do  nothing  for 
the  woman  after  midnight,  except  send  for  the  priest. 

The  influenza  epidemic  and  the  resulting  call  for  niir8e4 
came  at  a  time  when  the  entire  Rod  Cross  Nursing  Service 
Btaflf  was  already  ovcrb\»rdcned  with  the  needs  of  the  ^Military 
Establishment.  At  National  Ileadquarters,  Miss  Delano  and 
Miss  Noyes  had  long  since  begun  to  show  the  effects  of  the 
responsibility  and  work  they  had  boon  carrying.  These  were 
trying  days,  also,  for  ^Nliss  Kerr  and  Miss  Deans,  for  the  pa* 
tience  of  these  two — perhaps  Miss  Delano's  closest  frienda  at 
National  Headquarters — was  often  tried  by  their  harassed  and 
exhausted  lady-in-chief. 

As  August  and  Scptomhnr  had  passed  with  crowded,  oppre*- 
sively  hot  days  and  bn*athless  nights*  tlio  contrast  of  tempera- 
ment hclween  Miss  Delano  and  Miss  Noyes  bad  daily  ^)wn 
more  apparent.  Dark  circles  deepened  under  Miss  Delano'* 
eyes,  her  usual  kindliness  of  manner  gave  way  now  and  then, 
deep  lines  apjK-ared  al)out  her  resolute  mouth.  Hut  at  no  time 
in  her  entire  Red  Cross  service  was  she  less  coniideut,  less 
splendid  in  her  sure  and  brilliant  strength. 

If  Miss  Delano  carried  the  major  responsibility  for  the  poli- 
cies and  ways  and  means  of  proci'dure,  Miss  Noyt'S  carried 
the  actual  responsibility  for  and  details  of  recruiting  and  as^ 
signing  nurses  to  military  and  influenza  service.  As  her  bur- 
dens increasi'd,  Miaa  Noyes  grew  more  silent,  more  poiaed,  in 
app<^uranoc  more  cool.  Ker  unshakable  control,  the  result  of 
tempornmcnt  and  circumstances,  8<*t^med  to  render  her  impcrvi* 
ous  to  vexati*»ua  detail.  I.H>oking  neither  to  the  right  or  left, 
seemingly  indifferent  at  times  even  to  Miss  Delano's  extrexn# 
urgings  for  haste,  she  forged  ahead  on  the  given  task  that  wdM] 
hers. 

Early  lu  the  autumn  of  1013,  General  QorgM  west  oveneaf' 
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and  Merritte  W.  Ireland,  Chief  Surgeon  of  the  American  Ex- 
peditionary Forces,  was  recalled  to  the  United  States  and  was 
appointed  as  Snrgeon  General.  General  Ireland  was  probably 
more  familiar  with  the  actual  nursing  shortage  existing  in  the 
iledieal  Department  in  France  than  any  other  man  and  one  of 
hia  tirst  moves  was  to  call  iipun  the  American  Red  Cross  to 
recruit  fifteen  hundred  nurses'  aides  for  inmiediate  aervice 
overseas.  This  request  involved  the  initiation  of  an  extensive 
drive  for  aides  and  plans  were  developed  for  Securing  them 
through  cooperation  with  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revc>- 
lution^  the  Association  of  Collegiate  Ahimna.%  the  Professional 
Section  of  the  Women's  Employment  Service  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Labor  and  other  organizations  which  were  in  touch 
with  women  who  would  <]ualify  as  candidates. 

The  call  for  aides  s<:'emcd  like  the  'iaat  straw/*  However, 
the  beginning  of  the  end  was  in  sight.  On  November  6,  a 
United  States  Army  hospital  train  on  which  three  reserve 
nurses  were  serving  stopped  at  the  station  at  Sommielle, 
France.     One  of  these  nurses  was  Anne  P.  Ilill;  she  wrote: 


An  officer  in  charge  of  the  schedule  of  trains  passing 
through  Sonimipllo  told  one  of  our  officers  that  a  special 
train  was  then  on  its  way  toward  Venluu  and  thp.t  this  train 
was  carrying  the  principal  Allied  war  generals  to  meet  a  dele- 
gation from  Cfcrniflny. 

The  uewfi  spread  like  wild-fire  through  the  train  and  greatly 
excited  patients  ainl  nurses  alike.  At  four  o'clock  on  the 
afternoon  of  November  8.  a  special  tiain  drew  up  to  ours  on 
the  next  track  and  on  it  were  those  same  war  generals  return- 
ing from  negotiating  an  armistice  with  the  fierraans.  All  the 
country-side,  too,  seemed  to  sense  that  the  end  of  the  war  was 
in  sight.  ■  .  . 

The  first  word  that  an  armistice  had  been  signed  and  that 
firing  had  ceased,  came  to  Washington  and  to  Red  Cross  Head- 
quarters at  eleven  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  November  10, 
but  was  a  false  report.  A  inference  was  being  held  in  ^liss 
Delano's  office  when  Annie,  the  small  messenger  girl,  hurst  in, 
clapping  her  hands  and  crying:  **Peace  has  been  signed,  Miss 
Delano,  peace  has  been  signed !"  The  nurses  and  office  force 
rushed  out  to  confirm  the  report,  for  newspaper  boys  were 
calling  the  extras.  Miss  Delano  and  Miss  Noyes  stood  looking 
at  each  other  in  the  deserted,  sunshine-flooded  room. 


982  HISTORY  OF  AMERICAN  RED  CROSS  NURSING 

An  hour  later  Washington  had  gone  road  with  joy.  Govern- 
ment clerks,  soldiers,  young  stenographers,  business  men,  offi- 
cers, had  nished  out  from  tlie  govi-rnnient  buildings  and  swept 
in  a  screaming^  wuv'ing  hysterical  mass  to  the  closer!  and 
guarded  gutee  of  the  Executive  Office  of  the  White  House 
Until  late  in  the  night,  the  celebration  continued. 

On  that  same  night  in  an  Army  tent  of  Evacuation  Hospital 
No.  8,  which  was  located  at  Souilly,  near  Verdun,  France,  a 
group  of  tired  American  Army  nurses  gathered  about  the  stove 
in  complete  discouragement  They  knew  that  the  Ering  had 
not  ceased,  because  they  could  still  hear  the  sound  of  the  guns., 
Among  them  was  a  Navy  nurse  on  detached  duty,  Mary  Eldei^ 
kins.    She  wrote: 


Rumors  of  peace  had  kept  drifting  in,  but  wc  really  had 
little  faith  in  them.  The  false  armistice  report  made  but  a 
slight  impression,  as  we  could  still  hear  the  fighting  going  oQ.1 

The  night  of  November  10  we  were  sitting  in  my  tontj 
around  the  stove  in  utter  dejection.  We  regretted  that  the' 
hopes  of  those  in  America  and  of  the  rest  of  the  world  were 
bemg  raised  only  to  be  disappointed,  so  sure  were  most  of  us 
that  there  would  be  no  armisti(^\  At  3  A.M.,  November  11, 
we  were  awakened  by  the  most  terrific  barrage  we  had  had  in 
weeks.  Someone  cynically  remarked,  ''That  soimds  like 
peace !'' 

At  9  A.M.  the  message  came  that  the  Armistice  had  been' 
signed.  At  eleven  all  ears  were  strained  to  see  if  the  firing 
would  c-ease.     It  did  I 

We  operated  all  day  long  and  received  wounded  men  as  lati* 
as  eleven  that  night,  but  the  usual  ceremony  of  putting  up  the 
black  curtains  at  five  o'<rlock  was  omitted  and  for  the  6rst 
time  wc  looked  out  on  a  camp  ablaze  with  light. 
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WEEK  after  the  signing  of  the  Armistice,  Miss  Delano 
had  presoutod  to  the  War  Council  a  plan  for  the  de- 


velopment of  public  health  mirsing  and  class  instruction 
throughout  the  Uuit(!d  States  and  had  wuu  its  approval.  Full 
accounts  of  these  projects  maj  he  found  iu  subaequeut  pages. 
This  chapter  will  relate  the  cloaiiig  of  the  military  program, 
the  return  of  nurses  from  military  to  civilian  lields,  post- 
Anniaticc  aetivitica  and  the  final  termination  of  American  Red 
Cross  war  emergency  relief  in  Europe. 

The  shutting-down  of  the  military  nursing  needs  was  im- 
mediate. Three  days  after  the  Armistice  liud  been  signed,  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Army  Nurse  Corps  had  notified  all 
nurses  awaiting  assignment  that  "unless  such  steps  had  been 
taken  by  them  toward  entering  the  service  as  to  make  it  in- 
convenient and  a  financial  loss  if  they  did  not  do  so,  they  would 
not  be  given  sen-ice  in  the  immediate  future."  *  The  lowering 
of  the  standards  for  service  in  the  Army  Xurse  Corps  on  ac- 
count of  the  urgent  need  for  nurses,  was  iumiediately  rescinded 
and  all  nurses  whose  app]icatii>n8  showed  that  Ihey  did  not 
meet  the  former  peace-time  reiinlrements,  were  informed  that 
they  were  not  eligible  for  appointment.  Four  hundred  of  the 
nurs(*s  then  awaiting  transpnrtation  overseas  at  the  Mobiliza- 
tion Station  in  New  York — and  there  were  on  November  15 
some  fourteen  hundred  of  them — were  sent  to  France  as  soon 
as  transportation  could  be  secured  to  relieve  the  shortage  exist- 
ing there. 

On  Novemlwr  IS'Miss  Thompson  wrote  Miss  Delano: 

*S«  Weekly  Report  endinj?  XovemlMT   15.   1018,  of  the  Superintendent, 
Army  Nurse  Corps,  to  the  Surgeon  General,  U.  S.  A, 

"983 
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Since  the  signing  of  the  Armistice  within  the  past  week,  the 
need  for  the  assignment  to  active  duty  of  more  nurses  has 
ceased,  at  least  for  the  time  being,  as  it  is  thought  there  is  a 
sufficient  nnmher  for  the  present  need.  This  office  has  re- 
ceived instructions  to  assign  no  more  nurses  to  active  duty  and 
to  notify  the  Ked  Cross  to  that  etfect.  It  is  thought  wise-, 
however,  that  the  recruiting  of  nurses  be  continued  in  the 
event  of  a  possihlc  future  need. 

In  all  probability,  nurses'  aides  will  not  be  calle<l,  either  for 
duty  in  this  country  or  abroad,  but  there  seems  to  be  no 
reason  why  the  Red  Cross  should  not  continue  wiUi  the  train- 
ing of  these  aides  in  cooperation  witli  the  civil  hospitals,  but 
it  should  not  he  with  a  definite  understanding  that  tliuy  are 
to  be  caLed  into  service  as  soon  as  they  have  completed  tbeir 
training. 

On  November  23  Surgeon  General  Ireland  wrote  Misa  De- 
lano: 

The  war  being  virtually  over,  I  desire  to  take  this  occasioa* 
to  express  my  ap]irc(iution  and  that  of  the  Medical  Depart- 
ment of  the  Army  of  the  splendid  service  which  you  aiidj 
your  organization  have  rendered  the  government  in  supplying^* 
practically  eighteen  thousand  nurses  to  the  Army  Nurse  Cori>n 
alone. 

The  group  of  women  now  serving  in  the  Corps  is,  I  belieTCy 
one  of  the  largest  organized  groups  of  professional  women  in 
the  world,  and  it  is  largely  due  to  your  etforts  and  that  of  th* 
nurses  of  your  organization  that  this  has  been  made  possible.. 
The  service  of  the  nurses  have  been  efficient  in  the  higbes^j 
degree  and  their  work  both  in  this  country  and  abroad  baaj 
been  very  highly  recommended. 

1  desire  also  to  express  through  you,  to  the  directors  of  the 
different  Divisions  of  the  American  Red  Cross  and  their  assist- 
ants, my  appreciation  of  the  remarkable  service  which  thej 
rendered  the  government  during  the  influenza  epidemic  iirj 
supplying  the  military  hospitals  with  hun<lrods  of  nurse«  and 
nurses'  aides  for  temporary  duty  at  a  time  of  acute  need. 

A  statistical  summary  of  the  nurses  in  military  aerric© 
showed  that  the  Army  Nurse  Corps  had  on  doty  on  Novera-^ 
bcr  15,  1018,  approximntoly  21,344  nurses.  Of  this  number, 
some  nine  thousand  were  serving  with  the  American  Expedi- 
tionary Forces  in  Orrat  Britain  and  France;  fourte^'n  hnudn?<l^ 
others  were  in  New  York  City  awaiting  transportation  oter- 
seas;  the  remaining  eleven  thousand  were  on  duty  in  militaiyi 
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hospitals  in  the  United  States.  The  papers  of  five  hundred 
more  were  in  the  Surgeon  Generars  office,  these  nurses  await- 
ing at  home  their  travel  orders. 

Of  this  total  maximum  etreugth  of  the  Army  Nurse  Corps 
of  21,480  nurses,  MfiriJ  were  reserve  nurst^s — nui^ses  recruited 
and  assigned  to  th»i  Militury  Estuhlishment  by  the  American 
Red  Cross  Nursing  SeiTice.  Thus  more  than  four-fifths  of  the 
memlwrs  of  the  Army  Nurse  Corps  were  American  Red  Cross 
nurses. 

Of  these  17,931  reserve  nurses  some  4400  had  joined  the 
AjTiiy  Nurse  Corps  as  members  of  base  hospitals;  some  400  as 
members  of  base  hospital  units,  some  11,500  as  members  of 
emergency  detachments,  about  1400  ns  members  of  training 
school  units  and  approximately  200  as  members  of  special  units. 

During  the  nineteen  months  in  which  the  United  States  par- 
ticipated in  the  European  War,  the  American  Expeditionary 
Forces  sutfered  28B,330  battle  casualties,  of  which  4*^,009 
were  oi  men  killed  in  action.  In  the  American  Army  56,991 
men  die<l  from  disease  and  ft522  from  accidents.  Thus  the 
total  aiuiiW  of  lives  lost  in  tlie  Army,  inchiding  the  Marines 
attached  to  it,  from  April  f),  1917,  to  Afay  1,  1919,  were  112,- 
432.  Five  out  of  every  six  men  who  were  sent  to  hospitals  were 
cured  and  returned  to  duty. 

In  the  toll  of  battle  deaths  of  the  European  War,  the  United 
States  stands  third  from  the  l»ottom  of  the  list  of  belli^'reuts, 
as  the  following  table  will  show: 


Russia 

i.roo.ooo 

Germany 

i,(;oo,ooo 

France 

l,3fi5,300 

Great  Britain 

900.000 

Austria 

800,000 

Italy 

330,900 

Turkey 

250,000 

Serbia  and  Montenegro 

125,000 

Belgium 

103,000 

Ronninni.i 

100,000 

Bulgaria 

100,000 

United  States 

48.900 

Grrece 

7,000 

Portugal 

2,000 

Total 

'•T!ie  War  with  Germany,"   p.    119. 
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While  the  European  War  was  undoubtedly  the  bloodiest  in 
the  history  of  warfare,  tlie  disease  rate  among  the  Araorican 
forces  was  remarkahiy  low.  Nineteen  out  of  every  thotisaiid 
men  of  the  Expeditionary  Forees  died  of  disease.  During  the 
Mexican  War,  110  per  year  of  every  thousand  men  had  died 
of  disease;  during  the  Civil  War,  65  out  of  every  thousand 
men,  and  during  the  Spanish-American  War,  26  out  of  every 
thousand  men.  The  causes  of  this  remarkably  low  disease 
death  rate  among  the  American  forces  in  the  European  War 
was  due  to  ( 1 )  a  highly  trained  medical  and  nursing  pers^tnnel ; 
(2)  compulsory  vaccination  of  the  entire  Army  against  typhoid 
fever;  (3)  thorough  camp  sanitation  and  control  of  drinking 
water;  (4)  adequate  provision  for  hospital  facilities,* 

On  November  11,  liU8,  the  total  strength  of  the  Navy 
Nurse  Corps  was  appn)ximately  1500  nurses.  The  maximum 
number  of  nurses  actually  serving  in  the  Navy  was  ri*ached  on 
October  19,  1918,  when  1460  nurses  were  on  duty.  Forty- 
three  others  had  signified  their  willingness  to  undertake  nary 
nursing  service,  had  executed  their  oath  of  oflice  and  were 
awaiting  travel  orders  but  later  resigned  on  account  of  the 
lessening  of  the  needs  for  nurses  due  to  the  signing  of  the 
Armistice.  Of  these  1503  regular  and  reserve  members  of 
the  Navy  Nurse  Corps,  1058  had  l>een  recruited  and  assigned 
to  the  Corps  by  the  American  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service.  Thus 
more  tlian  two-thirds  of  the  members  of  the  Navy  Nurac  Corpa 
were  American  Red  Choss  nurses. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  in  the  Navy  between  April  5, 
1917,  and  May  1,  1919,  was  10,0(18  men.  Thus  the  o>st.  of 
life  to  the  American  Military  Establishments  during  the  Eun>- 
pean  War  was  122,500  men.* 

The  American  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service  nsslgtK*d  1S,980 
of  its  enrolled  nurses  to  the  ^lilitary  EstabliBhrnents  and  in 
addition  assigned  284  to  the  hospitals  and  cantonment  zones 
of  the  Tnited  States  Public  Health  Service  and  (S04  others  lo 
foreign  service  under  American  Red  Cross  commiwiioni*  to  the 
AUies.  Thus  the  total  number  of  American  Ked  CVosa  nursea 
in  military  service  during  the  European  War  was  19,877.  The 
total  number  of  American  graduate  uiirsea  who  served  in  the 
European  War  waa  23,8G8. 

"The  War  with  Ownnuny."  p.  125. 
*ibi*L,  p.  12a 
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SinfP  1012  Miss  Delano  had  not  left  the  United  States,  as 
she  had  felt  that  her  place  was  at  National  Headquarters.  She 
had  long  desired,  however,  to  see  fhe  ootiditioTis  under  which 
nurses  were  working  in  Europe;  the  War  Council  also  wished 
her  to  go  overseas.  On  December  15,  1918,  Aliss  Noyes  was 
appointed  acting  dirt?ctor  of  the  Department  of  Nursing,  and 
Miss  Delano  left  Headquarters  and  Washington  to  make  a  trip 
of  inspection  in  France. 

In  France  the  signing  of  the  Armistice  had  arrested  the 
flow  of  fresh  casualties  into  American  Army  and  Red  Cross 
hospitals,  but  influenza  patients  and  the  numl)ers  of  men 
wounded  in  the  Argonne,  St  Mihiel  and  Verdun  offensives 
crowded  the  wards  to  such  an  extent  that  the  "peak  day»"  for 
the  hospital  centers  occurred  late  in  November. 

The  pressure  of  work  quickly  lightened,  however,  in  the 
zone  of  the  advance.  After  the  casualties  of  the  pre-Armistice 
drives  had  bf*eii  evacuated  to  the  zone  of  iht^  base,  no  more 
patients  came  in  and  the  nurses  hurl  ample  time  to  look  about 
at  the  paraphertuilia  of  war.  Prise  ilia  J.  Hughes,  chief  nurse 
of  Evacuation  Hospital  No.  2,  wrote: 

Five  days  after  the  Armistice,  we  went  up  to  the  trenches 
and  acTosa  No-Man'**  Land,  climbed  in  and  out  of  the  shell 
holes  and  throiigh  the  terrible  barbed-wire  entanglements  into 
the  German  treiiche;!.  It  was  quite  apparent  that  the  Boche 
had  at  least  thought  he  had  come  t«  Htay.  The  dugoute  were 
like  summer  bun^'alows;  some  had  ht-ds  and  others  had  bunks 
with  chicken  wire  for  springs  and  really  i^^oft  nuittresses.  The 
walls  were  covered  witli  a  bhie  fibre  material  resembling 
burlap,  and  bookcases  and  cupboards  had  been  built.  The 
windows  were  of  glass  and  opened  on  hinges. 

We  saw  one  of  their  *'pi]l-boxes."  made  of  concrete  and 
iron.  A  small  narrow  gauge  railroad  ran  right  up  to  the 
doors  of  the  huts.  Outside  were  little  rustic  walks  and  steps 
and  hridge3.  In  one  of  the  dugouts  we  found  coffee  in  steins 
and  brrnfl  still  on  the  tahip,  bread  which  quite  answered  the 
description  we  had  Ueanl  that  it  was  made  of  sawdust  and 
chicken  feathers.  It  certainly  looked  it!  They  also  had 
carpenter  shops  fitted  out  with  all  kinds  of  tools. 


By  November  15  the  first  released  war  prisoners  began  to 
straggle  back  to  the  French  and  American  lines  and  many  of 
them  were  brought  to  American  hospitals.    Miss  Hughes  wrote: 
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On  November  15,  some  of  our  corpemen  were  down  in  the 
viUage  and  they  ran  across  two  Tommies  who  had  just  wan- 
dered into  Baccarat  on  their  way  back  from  a  German  priBOQ 
somewliere  in  Algace.  Onr  men  practically  carried  those 
boys  to  the  hospital,  gave  them  good  shuwerfi,  drossud  them  up 
in  U.  S,  A,  0.  D.  rind  sat  them  down  before  the  first  good 
meal  which  they  had  had  since  they  had  been  taken  prisoners 
hf-t  March. 

Each  day  the  boys  would  come  back  to  the  hospital  with 
more  Tommies  in  tow  and  by  means  known  only  to  the 
doughboy,  had  them  admitted.  To  the  credit  of  our  C.  O. 
and  the  oflicers  and  the  joy  of  the  nurses,  nothing  was  said 
until  finally  the  French  sent  us  word  we  were  not  to  interfere 
with  tho  Britifih  prisoners  and  that  they  were  to  go  to  the 
French  barracks.  Then  our  boys  fixed  up  cans  of  U.  S.  A, 
coffee,  sandwiciies  and  all  the  cigarettes,  tobacco  and  chocolate 
they  could  lay  their  hands  on.  carried  them  down  to  the 
French  barracks  and  bribed  the  guards  with  some  of  the  food 
ix)  let  them  pass  the  rest  through  the  raih'ngs  to  the  British 
boys. 

These  Tommies  were  simply  in  rags.  They  told  us  that  the 
Germans  .  ,  .  had  practically  starved  them,  which  was  quit* 
evident.  Three  hundred  and  thirty  of  Iheni  had  been  set  at 
liberty  from  this  particular  prison  and  guard?  had  gone  with 
them  for  about  thirty  kilometers,  then  left  them  to  find  their 
way  back  as  best  they  could.  Over  thirty  of  them  had  died  by 
the  road.  How  some  of  them  ever  managed  to  walk,  espe- 
cially across  No-Man's  Laud,  is  a  wonder,  they  were  so  sick 
and  weak. 


On  November  30  the  German  High  Command  tele^^^phed 
Paris  hcnd(|uartcrs  of  tho  American  Rod  Cross  that  authority 
had  been  granted  **for  the  American  Red  Cross  to  scud  at  oner 
to  Treves,  food,  clothing  and  nwi'ssary  supplios,  with  a  mini- 
Xaum  of  pei^tnnel,  to  handle  tlic  distribution  of  same  to  the 
'Allies'  -wounded  in  the  Military  Hospital  at  Treve*.'*  Six 
mobile  units,  each  consisting  of  two  doctors,  four  American 
Rod  Crosfl  nurses,  one  camion  of  food  supplies,  one  camionHte 
of  n»c<]icai  ami  cleaning  supplies  and  a  touring  car  and  ambu- 
lance for  transferring  the  ptraonncl  and  their  hiiggngc,  wtre 
orgnniwfi  and  started  on  their  way.  "The  plan,"  wn^tr  Colonel 
Bnrlingamo,  ''was  to  mobilize  th(?ae  six  units  near  tlie  bordpr  to 
precede  the  Army  us  soon  as  fwrmission  was  granted.  TbejT 
were  to  wove  into  Gcnnun  hosjiituls  and  curry  on  uulil  sues 
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time  as  the  Medical  Corps  was  allowed  to  advance  and  take 
over  the  patients,"  ® 

These  six  units  left  Paris  at  dawn  of  Decrinber  1,  and  during 
their  trip  int*i  Germany  had  an  t'xtrH<)nliuary  opportunity  to 
view  conditiuns  in  tbo  devastated  regions.  One  of  the  units 
was  composed  of  Dr.  G.  K.  Wiseman,  Dr.  Baldwin  and  Rachel 
Torrance,  Eleanor  Bpatrice  Brown,  Mary  Irene  Kelly  and 
Henrietta  Altman.    Dr.  Wiseman  wrote; 


Sunday,  December  1 :  Up  at  dawn.  At  eleven-thirty  wp 
left  the  Rue  rlo  Hivoli  for  Germnny.  The  old  applewoman  afc 
the  Porte  gives  me  twti  apples  anil  *'Ciod  blesfi  tlie  Croix  Rouge 
Americainef"  Over  tbe  muddy  mnds  to  Meaux ;  then  the 
rolling  country-side,  beautiful  in  the  *;liuting  autumn  sun- 
light. The  big  trucks  brenk  down.  We  lunch  at  Meaux  and 
the  nurses  talk  of  CbAteau-Tbierrv  and  the  Champague  and 
Evacuation  No.  il.  Tbe  gun  lieutenant  with  the  Navul  guns 
hails  us:  "Hello,  Americans!"  The  rold  hotel,  the  cathedral 
against  the  gray  sky,  the  dim  old  t^cpmre  with  the  movie  filled 
with  French  fH)iht.<,  the  American  militar)'  pt>lice  on  gusjd 
the  ondlesR  sound  of  horns  of  pasfiing  motors  and  Army  trans- 
ports—  Menuv. 

Mondav:  Vaux  and  t!ie  graves  of  the  lilarines  on  Hill  204, 
wet  in  the  mist,  the  colors  on  the  wooden  crosses.  The  sand- 
bags in  the  torn  nnd  bleiody  woods,  Chiitcau-ThierrY  and  tiic 
smashed  Itridge  across  the  ilariie.  in  the  vulley  overlooked  by 
the  heights  the  (lermans  held  as  the  engineers  built  the  pon- 
tcHUi  we  cross  on  ni^v,  a  jujiitoon  built  then  inider  shell  and 
machine  gtiu  nu<\  airf)lanp  fire,  with  a  crashing  city  behind 
them.  In  the  twilight  and  darknp>s  I  walk  along  the  river 
with  a  nurse  M-ho  had  once  served  in  the  Hotel  de  Dieu  Hospi- 
tal across  the  river.  The  questions  of  tbe  wounded  to  each 
other  come  back  to  Iter  and  reconstruct  the  fight:  "Hello, 
Buddy!  Did  they  get  you  along  the  damn  railroad?''  "You 
got  yours  in  that  holliph  river  bed?'"  The  shock  nurse  tells 
of  the  cheerfulness  of  the  woun<led  in  the  Argonne.  .  .  . 

T  buy  sausage  and  beg  bread  from  an  Army  mess  for  din- 
ner and  on  we  go.  tbe  white  lights  of  the  <'ars  throwing  into 
ghostly  relief  the  stark  ruins  of  Dormans,  where  the  Germans 
crossed  and  were  thrown  back,  The  shell-pierced  chftteau 
walls,  the  cut  trees,  the  regular  piercing  hits  by  the  artillery 
on  the  stone  fences;  over  the  river  the  hills  loom  in  tbe  dark- 
ness, eilent  now. 

">]Uitarv  History  uf  the  American  Kvd  Croes  iu  Fratiw,"  p.  100. 
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We  reach  ruined  £pcrnay  aud   filthy  cots  in  a   French 
convent. 


The  raw  French  winter  was  closing  in  and  the  nnits  went 
forward  under  chilling  mist  and  rain.  Dr.  Wiseman  con- 
tinued : 


Tuesday :  Smashed  "fipernay.  where  we  breakfasted  in  a 
dark  stone  cellar  room  with  French  privates.  Uain  I  Rain! 
Kflin !  Along  the  rolling  hills,  then  i)ast  endlee^s  French 
cavalry  and  cpnvoy  columns  into  busy  ChiUonR,  with  its  Ger- 
man prison  camp.  The  Boche  give  us  gasoline  and  we  roll 
slowly  liy  the  Iwmbed  houses  in  the  square,  where  twilight  is 
settling  down  like  mist.  Darkness,  and  we  start  for  St. 
Menehould  huliind  the  Kheims  Front.  The  rush  of  motors  in 
the  dark,  muddy  streets,  the  crowds  of  jmhi^,  the  Americans, 
the  returning  refugees!  We  camp  in  the  trueks,  overlooking 
the  lights  of  Chalons.  On  the  wet  breeze  the  sweet  tones  of 
the  cathedral  chimes  steal  up  out  of  the  misty  valley  to  the 
Champagne  plains. 

Wednesday :    Dawn  and  the  crows  in  the  cold  trees.     Past 

freat  shanties  of  the  rear  area  camps;  tremendous  hangars, 
lack  and  brown  ;  old  emplacements  beside  the  road — all  iu  the 
early  morning  mist  banks.  Dreakfast  in  an  old  stone  house 
across  the  creek  where  the  Ited  CroPs  canteen  serves  in  the 
muddy  rooms.  The  blazing  6re,  the  Victrola,  the  tired  dough- 
boys sleeping  on  the  cots  or  writing  home.  All  day  in  the 
rain  we  fix  the  trucks  in  the  narrow  muddy  street  while  the 
armies  pass.  .  .  . 

Thursday:  At  noon  we  climb  the  rolling  hills  again.  On 
either  side  of  the  road,  the  long  Imrbed  wire  vineyards  point 
like  spear  heads  at  the  dark  road  ahead.  Dusk  comes  early 
and  we  see  more  and  more  American  instead  of  French  trucks. 
We  climb  the  hill  through  ruined  Clermont  with  its  fantastic 
assemblage  of  American  mechanical  genii — caterpillars,  trac- 
tors. Fords,  giant  trucks  and  motors  lining  the  road  through 
the  shattered  houses  and  crowding  every  inch  of  the  muddy 
field  beside  the  orchard  where  the  gasoline  station  is  found. 
No  more  gns  until  the  Third  .Army  is  reached  in  Germany 
now.    We  load  up  and  start  for  Verdun. 

The  Verdun  road,  a  subway  of  lamplight  tunneling  the 
valleys  on  the  straight  camouflaged  roads!  Tlie  lights  of  a 
camp  flash  by  and  the  strains  of  an  American  band  n'ach  ««. 
Green  flares  show  our  trucks  the  protrrtel  roailway.  pitrh- 
black  again  in  an  instant^  a  roadway  Hanked  by  the  grtat  hiU- 
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sides,  the  blinking  cnmps,  the  hiark  mist  and  mud.  We  eoine 
out  on  tlie  level  roud  around  Verdun  by  the  hospital,  once 
Evacuation  No.  3. 

Two  o'l'hx'k  HOW  and  we  run  along  beside  the  re-won  rail- 
road where  an  American  engine  puffs  heavily.  We  go  through 
the  great  high  uneient  gate  into  ruined  Verdun;  past  the 
enormous,  bastioned,  moastroub  walls,  the  ghostly  shattered 
stone  houses,  the  hanging  blinds  and  torn  floors,  the  barri- 
cades, the  fire  in  the  ruined  L>oruer  house  on  the  Hue  Etuin 
where  we  ask  three  watching  doughboys  the  way. 

The  convoy  refiles  through  the  Forte  St.  Paul  and  clatters 
out  towards  Xo-Man's  Land.  Still  the  enormous  hills,  the 
headlights  on  the  shell-torn  fields,  the  fog.  The  convoy 
forges  ahead  and  wi?  iire  left  alone  on  the  Koad  of  Ohosts. 
At  last  we  fix  our  Lires  and  push  on,  now  at  dawn  we  see 
the  riddled  muddy  fields,  glimpsed  through  endless  camouflage 
stretched  from  one  blasted  tree  to  another.  The  concrete 
towers  and  the  cable  defense  against  the  allied  tanks  stretch 
along  the  barbed-wire-lilled  meadows,  the  zigzag  trenches  and 
pulverized  farmhouses.  At  last  we  reach  destroyed  Etain, 
with  its  fJerman  signs.  A  negro  regiment  is  encamped  here 
and  the  bugle  call  in  the  misty  desolation  speake  breakfast  to 
our  hungry  crowd.  The  nigger  jazz  band  serenades  us  as  we 
pass  out  through  the  ruins.  It  is  another  day  and  we  have 
forgotten  to  sleep. 


The  convoy  had  now  penetrated  behind  the  former  German 
lines  into  the  territory  of  great  strategic  importance,  where 
the  Amcricjuis  had  seized  the  Metz  railway  and  had  thus 
broken  tht'  German  line  of  communication.  Dr.  Wiseman's 
report  continued; 

Friday:  Again  we  saw  the  endless  barbed  wire  entangle- 
ments, the  cleared  plains  etched  with  trenches  now  empty  and 
cleared  by  the  desperate  battle  in  tiie  forest  of  the  Argonue  to 
the  northwest;  now  we  saw  Uiich  of  negro  troopers  on  the 
muddy  roads:  a  salvage  engineer  train  uu  the  Metz  railroad 
with  American  locomotives:  a  bombed  station;  the  (lerman 
road  signs  and  orders;  the  barnds  of  rum  and  the  darkies' 
ready  cups;  the  vast  piles  of  flares  and  band  grenades  and 
enemy  materials;  tiie  re-named  streets,  the  Kron  Prinz 
Strasse;  the  silent  town  now  deserted;  on  the  hills  old  graves 
of  1014.  I  examine  one,  guarded  by  tiny  fir  trees  and  flowers: 
"Hier  Liegt  ein  Deutsrhfir  Soldat/'  Beyond  is  the  prison 
camp,  with  its  rough,  heavy  barbed  wire  walls;  by  the  kitchen, 
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the  potato  peelings  are  etill  frenh  in  the  barrels;  litters  ot 
iiltliy  oluthes  still  lie  on  the  two-tiered  plank  bunks.  Haete 
had  visited  here. 

Before  us  at  last  stretched  the  road  to  Each  and  Luxem- 
bourg. The  long  lulls  arc  passed  in  the  starlight  and  we 
reach  Esvh  with  its  flaring  mills,  its  factories  roaring  with 
energy  and  life.  Little  girls,  with  odd  accent*  and  infinite 
chann,  crowd  our  camionctte.  Then  we  ride  past  tlie  great 
beautiful  regidences  of  Luxembourg  into  the  lighted,  crowdeil 
town  and  park,  finally  in  the  statued  square.  About  us  gather 
curious  crowds,  friendly  faces,  and  we  hear  the  Uerruau 
tongue.  In  the  Clesse  Hotel  we  sleep  for  the  first  time  since 
Wednesday,  to  dream  of  the  road  of  black  towering  trucks 
with  locomotive  tieadlights,  crushing  our  little  Ford 
camionette  on  the  heaps  of  stones  by  the  roadside.  ,  ,  . 

On  Saturday  morning  the  convoys  started  out  on  the  last 
leg  of  tiieir  six  days'  joumoy.     Dr.  Wiseman  wrote: 

Through  incredible,  romantic,  castled  Luxembourg  we  go, 
across  the  great  bridge  over  the  Moselle,  a  bridge  now  crowded 
with  the  grim,  matter-of-fact  division!^  of  the  American  Army. 
An  endless  cliain  of  huge,  mud-splashed  trucks,  of  easy-riding 
cavalry  squadrons;  of  trains  of  mules  drawing  canvai^-i-ovcrcd 
wagons;  met>s  outfits,  kitchens;  ammunition;  tired  infantry- 
men in  brown  steel  trench  hats — all  moving  steadily  across  tho 
stone  briilgL*  and  up  into  the  giant,  green  and  black  forest 
with  its  mnroon  carpet  of  autumn  leaves  covering  the  tower- 
ing hilJR.  Below  and  l>oyond,  we  saw  the  green  of  winter 
wheat;  the  neat  dainty  houses;  and  far  down  the  valley  of 
the  Moselle,  the  endless,  slow-moving  convoys  of  canru 
wagons  marking  each  river  road  on  both  hanks.  Along  lh« 
roadside  the  faces  of  old  men  stare  at  xi»  tlirough  the  windows 
and  diiorways  as  we  croKs  into  flernuiny. 

Cliildreii,  lirst.  thousantis  uf  children,  wearing  Fritzie's  red- 
banded  cap,  offering  Iron  Crosse*  for  sale,  saluting,  asking  for 
chocolate,  cigarettes!  Through  the  outskirts  of  Tn^vea  wt 
drive  until  we  strike  Ciesiir'H  old  arch  and  the  Ilottl  l*ort» 
Negro.  1  buy  dinner  for  the  nurses  and  we  gel  a-plenty  I 
And  for  seven  marks  apiece!  1  meet  some  friends  and  in  tbi? 
hotel  bar  below  we  drink  weiss  Weiiu 

Outside  gapes  the  servile  populace.  Like  th^  dotiphboyt 
we  all   find  diflirulty  in   changing  from  the  }■>  ibe 

German  language.    Still  we  meet  nn  hostility.    'I  l»)V 

smik'H  rcudilr:  the  children  are  ridiculous;  the  old  ftenple  art 
friendl)  ;  charges  are  low.    The  doughboy  likes  Uerniany ! 
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I  go  to  bed,  aware  of  an  appnllin;?  nnti-cUmax, 
still  pictureg  tired,  frugal,  denying  France. 


My  mind 


At  Treves  the  six  mobile  units  were  not  sent  forward  as  had 
been  originally  planned,  but  were  fitted  in  for  service  wherever 
need  existed.  Units  Nos.  1,  3  and  4  were  assigned  to  duty  at 
U.  S.  Evacuation  Uospital  No.  3  at  Treves;  Unit  No.  5  was 
sent  to  Montniedy  to  tiike  over  a  civilian  hospitnl  where  men  of 
the  Fifth  Division  were  ill  with  inlluenzu,  pneumonia  and  dys- 
entery;  Unit  No.  6  went  to  Stenay  to  earo  for  forty  Amcrirau 
men  left  behind  with  a  di'trtehnient  from  an  Army  Hold  hospital; 
Unit  Nil.  2  was  sent  to  Vitrnn.  These  nnits  stayed  in  (jermany 
until  late  m  Jainuiry,  1011),  when  they  were  recalled  U-i  Paris. 

In  the  meantime  the  Army  of  Occnpation  wa.s  pushing  on 
from  Treves  and  with  it  went  Evacuation  Hospital  No.  2.  In 
this  column  wore  many  regular  and  reserve  Army  nurses. 
Aliss  Hughes,  the  chief  nurse,  wrote: 

From  Treves  began  the  most  wonderful  and  historic  part 
of  our  journcv  thruu^li  the  beautiful  valley  of  the  Moselle. 
To  those  who  do  not  know  it:  Inuigiue  a  valley  with  a  broad 
silver  river  wiiitlin*^  in  and  out  among  piitureMiue  hills 
grouped  on  either  side  in  many  shapes  and  heights  but  with 
wonderful  symnictry,  hills  covered  with  grape  vines  arranged 
with  the  UKit^t  methodical  exaetnesri,  not  a  single  one  out  of 
line.  Here  and  there  were  tiny  patches  of  gardens  in  greens 
and  rodn  and  hruwns,  which  reniiiulcu  one  of  a  [lictiire  puzzle 
carefully  placed  together,  Suine  <jf  the  Iiills  seemed  almost 
per|)eudieiilar  and  one  would  tliitik  that  tlie  peasants  must 
have  been  suspended  hy  their  eyebrows  to  phmt  ami  cure  for 
the  vines.  Here  and  there  towering  high  above  the  hills  were 
the  ruins  of  old  Homan  fortifications  and  medieval  castles  and 
at  tlieir  feet  nestled  cosily  quaint  little  villages,  with  never  a 
sign  of  the  havoc  and  desolation  only  a  few  kilometers  away. 

The  railmads  and  bridges  were  all  guarded  by  our  own 
American  soldiers;  with  fixed  bayonets,  they  stood  at  inter- 
vals ahiiig  the  right  of  way.  As  we  passed  through  the 
Kaiser's  Tunnel,  we  distinguished  the  flash  of  bayonets  as 
we  sped  along  in  the  dark. 

Then  out  we  came  into  a  part  uf  the  valley  where  our  train 
run  along  in  the  center  and  wc  had  a  full  view  of  the  valley. 
There  on  either  side  marched  our  troops  into  Germany,  the 
Stars  and  Stripes  and  the  Regimental  Colors  flying  at  the 
head  of  the  columns,  the  sun  shining  on  the  enthusiastic  faces 
of  our  boys  and  flashing  on  the  brass  instruments  of  the  bands. 
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In  the  center  went  our  train,  with  "Our  Flag*'  on  the  pilot  of 
the  engine  and  a  (rerman  engineer  at  the  wheel.  Surely  we 
women  of  America  had  been  given  many  privileges,  but  I  do 
not  think,  in  the  history  of  women,  that  there  has  been  a 
precedent  to  this  experience  given  the  nurses  of  Evacuation 
Hospital  No.  2. 

On  Wednesday  afternoon,  December  11,  1918,  the  train 
carrying  Evacuation  Hospital  No.  2  pulled  into  Coblenz,  but 
as  the  Army  had  not  yet  come  in,  it  was  switched  back  to  Guile, 
a  village  on  the  city's  edge,  to  wait  until  the  arrival  of  the 
Anay.    Miss  Hughes  wrote  of  their  reception  at  Guile: 

The  children  of  the  village  came  down  to  the  train  and  our 
boys  were  soon  wearing  Iron  Crosses  which  they  had  traded 
for  hard  tack  and  **corned  willy."  The  children  said  that  tlie 
Prussian  soldiers  marched  into  their  homes  and  took  anything 
they  wanted.  They  also  told  us  that  there  had  been  riots  in 
Coblenz  three  days  before. 

Meanwhile  the  troops  had  caught  up  with  us  and  on 
Friday  morning,  December  13,  went  marching  by  into  the 
city.  We  climbed  up  on  the  banks  and  stood  at  attention  as 
the  advance  guard  swung  past.  And  on  Saturday  our  train 
moved  on  into  the  Coblenz  Station  and  we  were  ordered  to  a 
hotel  before  going  on  to  Ems  to  establish  our  hospital.  We 
left  the  station  and  started  for  the  street  car  and  how  the 
fraus  and  frauleitut  stared  at  us  and  ever}'body  stopped  in  the 
streets  to  turn  and  gaze  after  us. 

All  day  long  Sunday,  Monday,  Tuesday  and  Wedueaday  the 
AmericHU  Armies  continued  to  stream  into  Coblenz.  Miss 
Hughes  wrote: 

Men,  horses,  mules,  field  kitchens,  ammunition  caiMons, 
trucks,  ambulances,  motorcycles!  The  children  swarmed  liWe 
flies.  If  the  (.lemians  had  had  any  doubt  as  to  the  nund»eni 
of  Americans  who  had  crossed  the  ocean,  they  certainly 
seemed  to  have  their  eyes  opened  during  those  days.  They 
stood  and  stared  and  stared  at  the  seemingly  endless  Ajseri* 
can  Army  with  a  bewildered,  stolid  expression. 

During  these  days  Evacuation  Hospitals  Xos.  J>,  14,  4  and  6 
came  into  Coblenz,  and  Imildings  were  assigned  to  them  all. 
^n.  2  was  given  an  old  Oernian  barracks^  of  whidi  Misi 
Hughes  wrote: 
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It  had  been  left  in  an  almost  iinpoi;sible  condition  and  was 
inhabited  by  ever^'tliinjjf  from  eootics  to  dead  horsee'  heads; 
the  Boche  had  apparently  been  living  on  horg«  meat.  Helmets 
and  bayonets,  sunie  like  saws  with  teeth  imlf  an  inch  long, 
littered  thi'  place.  We  used  tlie  bayonets  to  poke  up  the  fires. 
In  the  attics  were  pilrd  smashed  furniture  of  all  type«,  and 
an  cxtonKivo  library  full  of  books  luid  charts  and  maps  of 
France,  KnjLjlund,  America,  an<l  Pak^Htine;  apparently  they 
had  been  teaching  the  soldiers  all  about  the  world  which  they 
had  expected  to  occupy.  .  .  . 

Here  we  are  now,  located  on  a  beautiful  little  island  right 
on  the  Rhine  with  the  famous  fortress  of  Ehrenbreitstein  just 
across  the  river  from  the  hospital  and  the  Stars  and  Stripes 
ilying  atop  and  almost  reaching  the  sunl 


During  the  days  when  the  American  and  Allied  Armies  were 
coming  into  Coblenz,  Miss  Delano  was  preparing  to  leave 
Washington  for  her  inspection  trip  overseas.  On  December  15 
she  left  National  HeadtpmrterH  and  went  to  New  York  to  await 
transportation  to  France.  She  dreaded  the  arduous  trip  ahead 
of  her  and  seemed  to  he  filled  with  forelx)ding  and  a  depression 
foreign  to  her  usual  equanimity,     i^he  was  very  tired. 

Miss  Noyes  accompanied  her  to  New  York.  Miss  Deans 
was  already  there  on  special  duty  with  the  Atlantic  Division 
and  she  and  Miss  Delano  stayed  at  the  same  hotel.  The  Sur- 
geon General  had  secured  sailing  for  Miss  Delano  on  the 
Leviathan  for  December  24,  but  delay  resulted.  Finally  ar- 
rangements were  made  that  she  should  sail  on  the  George 
Washington,  which  was  due  to  leave  New  York  on  Decem- 
ber 31.  On  the  night  before  she  sailed,  she  and  Miss  Deans 
were  dining  at  a  large  hotel  and  an  Army  officer  wearing  the 
ribbons  of  several  foreign  decorations  came  over  to  their  table, 
talked  with  Miss  Delano  and  passed  on.  Miss  Deans  looked  at 
Miss  Delano's  outdoor  uniform  and  asked  her  why  she  was 
not  wearing  some  of  her  own  decorations.  Miss  Delano 
laughed : 

"Wliat  do  those  ribbons  mean  to  me?  All  I  want  is  the  love 
of  the  nurses." 

Miss  Delano  went  aboard  the  Oeorge  Washington  at  two 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  Decern l)er  31  and  the  transport 
sailed  tlie  next  morning.  General  Jefferson  Randolph  Kean, 
a  great  friend  of  hers,  was  on  board,  and  Miss  Delano's  diary 
recounts  the  pleasant  passage: 
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I  was  given  a  con:fortable  room  to  myself  on  the  upper 
deck;  it  had  a  dressing-room  adjoining  it.  General  Kean 
found  that  he  had  a  room-mate.  General  Knnis,  whom  he 
knew  slightly.     At  the  same  table  with  us  was  a  Mis*  Poe, 

on  her  way  to  Rome  for  some  work  connected  with  military 
iutelligeufe.    We  had  discovered  many  mutual  friends. 

On  January  10  the  George  Wcushinglon  docked  at  Brest. 
Admiral  Wilson  had  been  advised  of  her  arrival  and  sent  a 
Xavv  hiunch  to  take  Alisa  Dehmo  and  the  two  Navy  nurses 
assigned  to  the  George  \Va-8hi7igion  ashore.  They  went  directly 
to  Navy  Base  Hospital  No.  1,  Of  Miss  Delano's  reception, 
Miss  Van  Ingen  wrote: 

I  was  finishing  some  paper  work  when  a  meseage  came  from 
the  C.  O's  office  that  Miss  Delano  had  arrived.  Tal:eu  very 
much  by  surprise  and  thinking  tlmt  the  Rod  Cross  had  secured 
rooms  for  her  at  the  hotel,  I  (leci<led  to  go  order  some  flowers 
sent  as  a  welcome  from  our  hospital.  Before  I  could  reach  the 
street,  she  was  at  our  door.  We  made  her  as  comfortable  as 
we  could.  The  weather  was  especially  bad  at  tlmt  time,  sleet, 
Buow,  rain,  and  the  penetrating  cold  that  seems  to  belong  just 
to  Brest.  .  .  . 


In  her  diary  Miss  Delano  wrote  of  her  first  day  at  Bre«t: 

Dr.  Brinsmead,  the  medical  director  of  the  Broolclyn  Unit, 
said  he  would  take  me  wherever  I  wishcnl  to  go  in  his  car.  It 
was  arranged  that  Miss  Van  Ingeu  should  accompany  us  and 
that  we  should  leave  at  once  for  tlie  nrmv  base  haspitals  near 
Brest. 

We  went  first  to  Army  Base  Hospital  No.  65  at  Kerhuon. 
which  is  known  ns  the  Kerhuon  Hospita.1  Center  and  has  con- 
nected  with  it  Army  Base  Huspital  No.  105  which  operates 
in  part  as  a  separate  hospital  but  is  under  the  general  direc- 
tion of  the  hosjiital  center.  Bree  S.  Kelly  is  cliief  nurse  of 
the  center,  and  Maud  Parsons,  of  Base  Xo.  105.  The  hospital 
is  built  on  the  barrack  system  and  at  the  time  of  my  visit  all 
the  warde  were  connectwl  by  hoard  walks,  which  are  9;hip|KHl 
in  sectionn  and  set  up  as  needed.  Before  these  board  valki 
were  pineal,  there  was  the  necessity  for  the  nurses  to  wew 
rubber  k»ots  when  on  duty  as  the  mud  at  this  time  of  the  jear 
is  more  llian  ankle  deep. 

At  prejtent  there  nre  ^40  nurses  in  the  two  hospital*.  1 
visited  nearlv  nil  the  wards  nurses*  quarters  and  the  quartcn 
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for  eick  nurses.  The  nurses  seem  to  be  given  excellent  tare 
and  so  far  as  I  could  judge  were  well  contented  and  satisfied. 

The  hospital  hat*  u  totul  of  ;j(H)0  patients  and  bed  capaeity 
for  even  more.  The  l?ed  CroKs  had  built  a  comfortable  rec- 
reation house  with  a  yonufj  dietitiHii  in  charge.  .  .  .  The 
nurses  were  called  together  hero  an<l  I  (*poke  to  tiiem  and  told 
them  of  our  appreciation  of  the  spl*uidid  work  they  are  doing. 
We  then  went  t<)  a  little  nitting  room  otT  tho  general  recreation 
room  and  had  tea.  .  .  . 

Miss  Kfilly  assured  mo  that  tho  nurses'  mess  was  conducted 
by  the  coinmis;sary  department  rather  than  as  a  separate  mess, 
but  this  plan  .^eemed  to  work  quite  satisfactorily.  I  visited  the 
kitchen  and  found  that  they  were  to  have  fordcti^ert  that  night 
real  American  pie  which  looked  excellent. 

On  Saturday  morning,  January  11,  Miss  Delano  started 
rounds  at  Navy  Base  Hospital  No.  1  at  Brest.  In  her  diary 
she  wrote: 

The  dormitories  open  on  verandas  where  the  patients  can 
be  moved  in  pleasant  weather.  All  French  people  injured  by 
Americans  are  cared  for  in  this  hospital,  also  ihe  Army  and 
the  Marines.  I  saw  one  Frenchman  who  hail  been  run  over 
by  ai»  Army  tnu  k  and  who  had  unfortunately  lost  both  legs. 
Two  or  three  French  women  were  also  ill  and  were  occu|>ying 
the  same  infirmary  as  the  sick  nurses. 

There  is  a  great  lack  of  quarters  here.  .  .  .  The  water 
supply  is  most  inudHquate,  practically  no  ninning  water  dur- 
ing the  day.  .  .  .  There  is  very  little  heat  in  the  nurses'  dor- 
mitories and  none  in  the  room  where  I  slept.  The  nurses 
seem  accustomed  to  the  difficulties  and  do  not  complain.  .  .  . 


On  the  same  morning  ^fiss  Delano  went  out  to  Camp  Ponta- 
nazen.    She  wrote : 

Miss  Jones,  chief  nurse,  was  at  Nice  on  her  vacation, 
60  Miss  Helm  met  me  and  wc  made  fairly  complete  rounds  of 
the  wards.  They  h;ive  H4  nurses  living  in  what  are  known 
as  inside  nn<l  outside  quarters.  The  inside  portion  of  the  hos- 
pital is  IrM-ated  in  the  old  French  barracks  and  the  nurses 
assigned  to  dtity  inside  live  in  a  convent,  a  most  attractive  old 
building,  with  a  garden,  whirh  is  attached  to  the  barracks 
hospital.  The  outside  quarters  were  built  on  the  barracks  plan 
by  our  Army  and  each  nurse  is  given  a  separate  cubicle  with 
coDveuient  shelves  and  a  good  bed.  .  .  .  The  dormitories  are 
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comfortably  heated  by  a  large  stone  at  each  end  with  spai-e 
for  Hitting  room  arouud  each  Htonc.  Seats  were  built  in  and 
comfortably  cushioned. 

As  njany  as  ciglity  thousand  troops  have  been  in  thii*  cump 
at  one  time  with  a  water  supply  for  only  twenty  thousand. 
To  meet  this  emergency,  large  quantities  of  wine  casks  were 
ptirchuKt'd  and  water  was  hauled  to  the  ramp.  Inadequate 
preparation  seems  to  have  been  made  for  the  care  of  the  troops 
at  Brest,  but  in  ppitp  of  the  dillirulties,  about  a  million  men 
have  come  into  Fran<'e  through  the  p(jrt  of  Brest  and  probably 
a  large  proportion  of  the  army  will  be  ro-embarked  from  thia 
port.  .  .  , 

The  mud  was  overpowering  and  oidy  a  few  lx)ard  walks 
have  been  built.  In  some  porta  of  the  camp,  it  was  almost 
impo88ible  to  get  through  even  in  the  automobile,  bu  one 
wonders  how  the  nnrnps  have  been  able  to  get  from  ward  to 
ward.  In  almost  all  the  wards,  I  saw  the  nurses  actually 
caring  for  the  patients. 

The  spirit  of  the  nurses  was  excellent.  In  one  ward.  I  m<»t 
Mi.ss  lyird,  one  of  the  older  Red  Cross  nurses.  She  has  had 
n  great  deal  of  training  school  and  hospital  experience.  She 
told  me  that  never  in  her  life  had  she  found  more  satisfying 
work  and  that  she  was  very  happy  to  have  been  able  to  l>e  in 
charge  of  a  ward  and  able  to  take  care  of  the  soldiers  herself. 

At  noon  that  day  Miss  Delano  spoke  to  the  nurses  of  Nary 
Base  Hospital  No.  1.    Miss  Van  Ingen  wrote: 

She  told  them  how  Iut  heart  had  been  with  each  one,  how 
she  wished  she  might  have  shared  all  their  discomforts,  tliat 
she  welcomed  the  bad  weather  she  was  encountering  as  it  gave 
her  a  better  idea  of  what  those  in  France  had  had  to  endure. 
It  was  a  talk  euch  a?  one  comrade  would  have  had  ^*ith  an- 
other, not  a  hint  at  criticism  or  supervision,  just  encourage* 
nient  and  approbation.  .  .  . 


Saturday  afternoon  Miss  IVlano  left  Brest  for  Paris.  Tbo 
Roosevelt  party  had  chartered  a  special  cur  and  Mrs.  Rtxisevelt 
asked  Miss  Delano  to  join  them.  In  Paris  Miss  Delano  was 
taken  to  the  Hotel  Wagram.  Monday  morning  she  went  down 
to  Paris  headquarters  and  found  that  Miss  Hall,  who  had 
succeeded  Miss  Stimson  as  chief  nurse  ftf  the  American  Red 
Cross  in  France,  was  absent  at  Tours.  Miss  Delano  was  given 
an  office  and  a  stenographer  and  spent  most  of  the  day  dictatifig 
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fetters,  making  out  reports  on  the  hospitals  at  Brest,  and 
writing  her  diary.  *'I  niet  many  nurses  both  on  the  street  and 
at  the  office  whom  I  knew,"  she  wrote. 

EKiring  the  next  two  days  Miss  Delano  made  plans  for  ex- 
tensive trips  to  the  various  auxiliary  hospitals  in  France.  On 
January  13  Walter  D.  McCaw,  Chief  Surgeon,  A.  £.  F.,  wrote 
the  following  letter  of  introduction: 

To:  Commandiny-  oflieers  of  all  hospitals,  A.  E.  F. 
Subject:  Inspection  of  nursing  service  by  Miss  Delano, 

1.  Miss  Delano,  chief  of  the  nursing  division,  American 
Red  Cross,  who  has  organized  the  nursing  reserve  of  the 
U.  S.  Army,  has  come  to  France  with  the  approval  of  the 
Surgeon  General,  V,  S.  A.,  to  visit  and  inspect  the  nursing 
detachments  of  tlie  hospitals  of  the  Army. 

2.  It  is  believed  that  her  visit  will  not  only  result  in  ob- 
taining information  which  will  be  of  value  to  the  Medical 
Service,  but  will  also  he  of  much  benefit  to  the  morale  and 
esprit  de  corps  of  the  nursing  service. 

3.  Tlie  Medical  Department  of  tlie  Army  is  under  deep 
obligations  to  Jliss  I^elano  for  her  patriotic;  and  arduous  serv- 
ice in  or^anixing  the  nursing  reserve.  It  is  requested  that 
Comraauding  otlicers  give  Miss  Delano  all  possible  facilities 
and  assistance  in  tlie  performance  of  her  mission,  and  issue 
such  instructions  as  will  be  necesbury  to  secure  this  object. 

Ou  January  15  Miss  Delano  went  to  American  Red  Cross 
Military  Hospital  No.  2,  and  on  the  following  day  to  No.  1, 
the  former  American  Ambulance.  On  the  next  day  alie  went 
with  Miss  HhU  to  inspect  United  States  Army  Base  Hospital 
No.  57,  which  was  maintained  by  the  Mcnipbi.s  (Tennessee) 
Unit  Miss  Delano  was  delighted  with  the  establishment.  She 
wrote: 

I  was  greatly  pleased  over  Margaret  E.  Thompson,  the 
chief  nurse,  and  the  general  condition  of  the  hospital.  The 
wards  were  nrrlerly  and  dean ;  this  is  the  first  hospital  I  have 
seen  where  all  the  beds  had  white  covers.  She  had  utilized 
sheets  which  had  been  re-issued  to  her  from  some  of  the  hos- 
pitals which  have  been  closed.  Here  I  found  for  the  first  time 
an  attempt  to  oil  the  ward  floors.  My  general  impressions  of 
this  hofliiital  were  •excellent;  the  discipline  among  the  men 
was  good,  the  patients  became  quiet  on  our  entry  into  the 
wards  and  the  corps  men  were  quite  willing  to  respond  to 
Miss  Thompson's  order  of  attention. 
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From  there  we  weut  to  American  Hed  Cross  Military  Hospi- 
tal No.  3,  Mrs.  Whitelaw  Heid's  ha:^pital  for  oilicers,  which  is 
located  in  tier  former  Club  for  Girls.  The  buildiuj;  is  prob- 
ably better  Hiiited  for  a  convalescent  home  than  for  seriously 
ill  patients. 

We  returned  to  the  office  about  two  oVlock  and  went  at  once 
M'ith  Miss  Anhe 

Here  Miss  Delano's  diary  broke  off.  It  was  never  finished. 
However,  on  January  IS  she  wrote  Miss  Noyes  a  long  and  con- 
fidential letter  alxmt  various  admiuistrative  questions.  Three 
days  later  Miss  Hall  wrote  Miss  Noyes: 

In  case  you  may  hear  of  it  from  some  outside  source,  I  am 
writing  you  that  Wiss  Delano  is  at  the  moment  sick  in  hospi- 
tal. 1  know  that  she  lias  no  idea  of  letting  you  know  and  I 
think  she  ifi  not  sufficiently  ill  to  send  a  cable  and  so  perhaps 
stir  you  up  on  the  subject.  On  Saturday  afternoon,  she  said 
she  had  a  slight  sore  throat  and  was  feeling  it  in  her  ear; 
later  in  the  evening  she  had  ver>'  severe  pain  and  at  eight 
o'clock  the  ear  dnini  ruptured.  We  called  an  ear  specialist 
from  American  Hod  froths  Military  HoBpital  Xo.  1  to  see  her 
and  nhe  was  taken  nt  once  to  No.  101.  where  Miss  Jopes  i* 
giving  her  moflt  splendid  rare.  We  are  all  disturbe*!  and 
anxious,  for  after  all  it  is  a  little  diHicult  to  come  into  this 
French  climate  in  the  middle  of  winter,  particularly  after  on* 
has  bet^n  through  so  nuuiy  months  of  strenuous  life  an  Miss 
Delano  has. 

Miss  Delano  was  soon  up  and  out  again — too  soon,  many 
thought. 

She  went  on  with  her  trips  of  inspection.  On  February  14 
she  visited  Base  Hospital  No.  27  at  Augers  and  her  report  i» 
of  interest.  She  had  had  nu  outline  stenciled,  and  when  she 
visited  a  hoftpital  she  wrote  in,  in  longhand*  her  comment*. 

From  Angers  Miss  Delano  wont  southward.  A  nurse  wrote 
that  she  had  seen  her  standing  on  a  windy  station  platform  near 
St.  Nazaire,  her  muffler  held  up  to  protect  her  fatn*  and  ear  from 
the  penetrating  cold.  But  she  did  not  make  any  morcf  iu»pO(v 
tion  visits  aa  she  was  s<K)n  again  tro\ibled  by  severe  pain.  She 
was  taken  to  Savenay  Hospital  Center,  twenty  miles  from 
St.  Nuxaire,  suci'^tssfully  underwent  a  mastoid  operation  on 
February  21  and  n  second  one  on  February  24, 

Savrnay  IIoflpit4il  Center  was  in  the  spring  of  1919  ■  bar- 
rack city;  in  eight  base  hospitals  ten  thousand  American  sick 
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and  wounded  were  being  cared  for.  Miss  Delano  bad  a  smull, 
bare,  pine-boarded  room  on  the  ^ound  floor  of  the  nurses'  bar- 
racks, adjoining  tlie  nurses'  sitting  room.  For  the  operations 
which  she  underwent  at  Savenay  thia  sitting  rnoin  was  con- 
verted into  a  perfectly  eipnppcd  ftpcratinn  thratre.  In  this, 
tlic  scene  of  her  last  eifort,  hrr  Hght  for  life  was  characteristi- 
cally determined.  "It  was  thought  at  all  the  operations  that 
her  case  was  practically  hopeless,"  wrote  Colonel  Coulter,  the 
commanding  officer  of  Savenay  Hospital  Ceutfr,  to  General 
Ireland,  "but  she  rallifd  caih  time  and  her  life  was  not  de- 
spaired of  until  the  last  operation.  .  .  ." 
On  March  4  Miss  Hall  wrote  Miss  Noyes: 

While  Savenay  is  perfectly  hare  and  cheerless  in  many 
ways,  Miss  Delano  is  in  a  ]>lrtce  where  nhe  can  have  every  pos- 
sible meilicfll,  surgiral,  and  nursing  care.  Colonel  Coulter  was 
in  the  Surgeon  Uenerars  ollice  and  hay  put  every  resource 
in  the  center  at  her  disposal.  .  .  .  She  has  three  special 
nurses,  all  of  whom  she  likes,  and  they  arc  giving  her  splen- 
did care.  Tlie  officers  of  the  Ked  Cross  are  much  distressed 
and  have  placwl  all  the  facilities  of  the  Red  Cross  through  the 
zone  olTKiers  at  her  dispusal.  .  ,  ,  The  uurses  all  over  France 
are  much  distressed  ahuut  her  illness  and  there  have  been 
countless  inquiries  for  her  and  quantities  of  flowers  have  been 
sent  to  her. 

During  the  first  three  weeks  of  March  Miss  Delano's  health 
mended  steadily.  She  celebrated  her  birthday  on  March  12 
and  asked  to  have  a  cake  made.  **She  invited  a  numlK^r  of  her 
friends  to  come  have  tea  in  her  room,"  wrote  Miss  Hall  to  Miss 
Noyes,  "and  during  the  tea  she  told  them  it  was  her  birthday 
and  that  she  was  having  a  party.  She  seemed  to  enjoy  herself 
very  much.  On  Monday,  March  17,  she  went  for  a  short  motor 
ride  in  a  large  closed  car  and  seemed  to  enjoy  that  a  great  deal."* 

On  March  31  Miss  Hall  again  wrote  to  iliss  Noyes  regarding 
Miss  Delano: 

Colonel  Coulter  started  on  Saturday,  ^farch  21,  in  a  motor 
to  find  the  Lest  man  available  for  brain  surgery.  At  Xantes,  he 
found  Captain  Tranter,  a  young  man  who  has  had  Dr.  Cush- 
ing's  neurological  service  ut  the  Brigham  Hospital  and  who 
has  since  specialized  in  iirain  surgery,  a  very  able  and  careful 
man.  He,  with  Captain  Orr,  operated  on  Sunday,  March  2-1. 
,  .  .  Two  days  following  the  operation,  the  temperature  was 
normal  and  her  mind  quite  clear.  .  .  . 
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I  talked  with  lier  Saturday  morning,  March  89,  for  about 
twenty  miuutes,  when  she  had  quieted  down  from  her  dress- 
ing. She  told  me  to  tell  you  that  it  would  he  at  least  another 
mouth  l>efore  she  is  able  to  start  for  liome.  She  furtlier  aaid 
that  she  felt  she  would  not  be  able  to  do  any  work  during  thai 
coming  summer;  that  at  the  present  time  she  is  not  able  to 
dictate  any  letters ;  that  i^he  reads  only  a  few,  or  has  them  read^ 
to  her  been  use  it  tircH  her  to  concentrate  her  mind  on  theM 
matters.  She  selects  the  personal  letters  and  lets  the  others 
go.  She  also  said  that  in  nny  questions  that  need  deciding, 
yon  must  go  ahead  nnd  not  de|>end  on  her  for  suggestion* 
and  advice  hecause  it  will  he  a  long  time  hefore  she  is  able 
to  be  a  help  and  she  feels  that  there  are  many  things  which 
must  not  wait. 

When  I  jiaw  her  on  March  21,  I  felt  much  depressed  abo\it 
hnr  and  found  her  four  physicians  also  very  much  discouraged. 
At  that  time,  I  thought  nlie  would  not  live  to  return  to 
America.  However,  on  March  21>,  the  whole  picture  has 
changed  and  1  hclieve  she  will  rnlly  and  be  able  to  go  home, 
perhaps  not  in  a  montli  but  surely  in  a  reasonable  time,  con- 
sidering the  three  operations  ami  all  she  has  passed  through. 

1  do  not  know  what  you  will  decide  over  there  to  do  about 
having  Miss  Kerr  or  some  close  personal  friend  come  over. 
Over  here,  we  feel,  have  felt,  that  we  wanted  to  leave  nothing 
undone  that  would  in  any  way  add  to  her  comfort  or  happiness 
during  this  period  of  illness.  Miss  Delano  does  not  know  that 
we  have  asked  to  have  some  one  come  over,  but  1  feel  sure  she 
would  be  delighted  to  see  some  one  who  stands  in  the  relati<fa 
of  family  to  her,  for  after  all  she  is  among  most  nnatlmctiva 
surroundings,  although  as  I  have  said  before,  she  is  having 
everything  that  can  possibly  }>e  done  for  her  from  the  surgical, 
medical  and  nursing  standpoint.  There  are  now  five  numei 
assisting  in  her  care;  three  of  them  are  the  original  three,  oa 
an  eight-hour  schedule  of  dut)\  .  .  . 


Anna  Kerr,  ^Miss  Delano's  rhjftest  friend^  arrived  in  Savenay 
on  Saturday  afternoon,  April  12.  Miss  Delano  joyfully  recog- 
nizcd  her  and  talked  with  her  for  a  few  minutes  before  taking 
the  nncflthf'tit^  for  tho  fourth  operation.  She  rcirovcrod  from 
the  ether  thrw  hours  later,  again  talked  with  Miss  Kerr  for  a 
few  minuter,  and  asked: 

*'^Vho  is  doing  %'our  work  in  Washington  whilo  you  are 
away  r 

Miss  Kerr's  answer  satisfierl  her,  but  in  a  momont  she 
aroused  herself,  and  with  a  flash  of  her  old  energy  oxeltiiraed: 
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'*But  what  about  my  work?  I  must  get  back  to  my  work." 
She  did  not  speak  again.  All  day  Sunday,  Monday  and 
Tuesday  she  seemed  to  rest  quietly;  about  eight  o'clock  Tves- 
day  evening,  April  15,  she  died. 

To  Savenay  during  the  following  days  went  the  thoughts 
of  the  nursing  and  Kcd  Cross  worlds.  The  funeral  was  mili- 
tary in  character.    A  nurse  spectator  wrote: 


On  Friday  morning  at  eight-thirty,  the  casket,  borne  by 
eight  cnlijjted  nii'ii  and  guarded  by  six  nuTSG&f  was  taken  to 
the  Hed  Cross  auditorium.  It  was  covered  by  a  large  Ameri- 
can flag  and  was  plmed  directly  lieforo  tlie  ptagc.  Behind  and 
around  were  placed  .  .  .  tiowers  in  profusion,  from  llie 
American  Red  Cross  at  Paris,  the  nurses  of  the  various  units 
and  majiy  groups  at  home. 

By  nine  oclcK-k,  the  nurses  began  coming  and  .  .  .  the 
service  started  promfitly  at  half-past  nine.  Chaplain  Gilbert 
0.  Miller,  of  the  30l)th  Kogmcera,  read  the  Episcopal  burial 
service.  .  .  .  After  the  adilress,  the  casket  was  carried  by 
soldiers  to  a  flag-draped  caisson.  A  company  of  soldiers  lining 
the  road  presented  arms  as  the  body  was  borne  to  the  gun- 
carriage.  The  procession  thon  formed:  the  band  of  the  30yth 
Kngincer.*^.  the  military  eH<ort.  the  caisson  with  the  ten  pall- 
bearers, the  four  ht)norary  pall-bcarers,  tlie  nurses  representing 
the  American  Red  Cross  and  the  Army  Nurse  Corps,  both  in 
France  and  America,  and  Army  nurses  from  nine  base 
hospitals.  .  .  . 

The  line  of  march  was  up  the  road,  through  the  grounds 
[mst  the  main  hosfiital  buihJing  and  over  a  small  incline  to 
the  mortuary.  The  liaiid  plnye^l  Chopin's  Mnnli  and  as  the 
long  line  pni^sod  sluwly  by,  every  man  in  khaki — and  there 
were  hundreds  of  thetu — stood  at  attention  ;  small  French  Iwys 
in  their  l)lack  sclum!  pinafores  dofTed  their  caps  and  stood  at 
the  salute;  a  French  otlieer  saluted  and  a  poilu  put  down  his 
heavy  bundle  before  he  did  likewise. 

The  flag  before  the  main  hospital  hnilrling  was  at  half-mast. 
Beneath  it  in  the  gateways  and  wimlows  were  crowds  of 
wouikUhI  soldiers  and  convalescent  patients.  As  we  wound 
out  of  the  gnle  and  turneil  up  the  hill  between  high  stone 
walls,  we  passed  a  typical  French  scene,  a  row  of  small  stone 
houses  with  thatched  roofs,  before  which  stood  two  old  Breton 
peasants,  in  white  head-dresses,  and  some  boys  and  girls. 

Hard  as  it  was  to  lose  Miss  Delano  in  tliis  way,  it  seemed 
fitting  that  the  nurses  whom  she  had  organized,  the  soldiers 
for  whom  they  were  enrolled,  and  the  people  wlioni  both  had 
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crossed  the  ocean  to  help,  should  have  surrounded  her  at  the 
last.*^ 

Even  the  enemy  for  whom  Miss  Delano  had  labored  in  the 
days  before  the  United  States  entered  the  European  War  was 
present.     The  account  of  the  funeral  continued ; 

As  the  proceseiou  wound  up  the  hill,  it  passed  groups  of 
German  prisouerti.  who  saluted.  When  it  reached  the  mor- 
tuary, the  guard  presented  arms  and  the  band  playe^l  *' Nearer 
My  God  to  Thee/'  as  the  nurses  iiled  up  to  form  a  crescent- 
shaped  group,  just  beyond  the  main  building.  As  the  casket 
was  carried  inside,  the  chnplaiji  read  part  of  the  Cumniitlal 
Service  and  tlie  brief  rites  were  over.  Soldiers  will  guard  the 
house  until  word  is  received  to  send  the  body  home  for  final 
luirijil  in  Arlington.  .  .  . 

Tlie  whole  service  was  singularly  beautiful.  The  sun  shone 
and  the  blue  sky,  the  soft  green  of  the  trees  and  the  brown, 
freshly  turned  earth  of  the  plowed  tieldsj  seemed  a  part  of  our 
last  tribute.  .  ,  .  The  rows  and  rows  of  one-story  barracks 
and  the  canvas  tents  of  the  huge  rantonTnents  lie  in  the  midnl 
of  peasant  cottages  and  small  farms.  There  are  hills  in  the 
distance  but  for  the  most  part,  the  landscape  rolls  with  ho 
and  there  trim  gardens,  wnlted-in  fruit  orchards  or  a  shoi 
lazily  revolving  Brittany  wind-mill.  The  strictly  Ameritanj 
camp,  lying  in  the  midst  of  this  peaceful  French  count ry(*i«le,^ 
emphasized  to  us  again  the  reason  why  we  had  the  FrencI 
Trictdor  and  the  American  Stars  and  Stripes  side  by  side  in 
our  Red  Cross  auditorium.^ 

On  May  2  Miss  Delano's  body  was  temporarily  interred  in 
the  American  military  cemetery  at  Suvenjiy.  F<)ur  or  fi^ 
nurses,  three  Army  officers  and  two  Army  chaplains  stood  by' 
as  **taps"  were  sounded  over  this  the  grave  of  an  American 
war  nurse.  The  white  wooden  cross  which  sto^wi  fur  iminy- 
months  at  the  head  dilTered  in  no  wise  from  the  three  hundred 
odd  crc»sses  which  marked  tbe  other  graves  in  this  one  section 
of  Savenay  military  cemetery. 

"The  dead,"  wrote  Maeterlinck,  "are  dead  only  when  w« 
stop  thinking  about  them.''  The  American  Red  Cro6S  appointedj 
May  7,  li)ii»,  as  a  national  memoriul  day  for  Jane  IVluut)  uiu 
at  National  Headquarters  iu  Washington  and  at  Division  hi 

*"Ijitit  HonourB,"  £diui  Foley,  The  Amerioim  Jountel  Qf  A'arvwif,  V«L 
19,  pp.  090  092. 
Ubid. 
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quarters  tliroiighout  the  UiiiteJ  Statist*,  nurses  anJ  civilians 
gathered  in  thousauds  to  pay  tribute  to  the  nurse  who,  in  the 
words  of  the  editor  of  the  Journal,  ''was,  at  the  time  of  her 
death,  the  most  conspicuous  woman  of  the  war."  Of  the  many 
words  •*  spoken  on  these  occasions,  purhaps  none  better  tit^  in 
their  simplicity  and  strength,  her  character  and  work  than  do 
those  of  an  Army  surgeon: 

To  the  cause  of  tlie  sound  education  of  the  nurse  and  the 
extension  of  her  sphere  of  activity  in  relation  not  only  to 
hosjtitnis  and  to  private  practice  hut  to  the  Ijroador  (idds  of 
public  hygiene  and  i-amtary  instruction,  Mist  Deianu  gave 
much  of  her  life, 

Shp  lived  tn  see  nursing  generally  recognized  as  an  indis- 
pensable complement  to  the  practice  of  medicirte,  as  it  must 
one  day  be  recognized  as  an  integral  part  of  the  art  of 
tlierapy;  she  lived  to  sec  the  trained  nurse  universally  re- 
garded and  employed  ats  a  vital  agent  in  measureg  of  public 
sanitation  throughout  the  civilized  world. 

To  the  attiiiatitui  and  coordination  of  the  important  nursing 
agencies  of  the  country,  to  the  end  that  under  the  American 
Ked  Cross  tht-re  niiglit  he  established  a  force  of  nurses  prop- 
erly selected  antl  organized,  adequate  U(jt  only  for  the  de- 
mands of  peace,  hut  for  the  emergencies  of  war,  she  gave  the 
latter  years  of  l»er  life,    it  was  work  well  done. 

She  lived  to  see  ihe  standards  of  nursing  for  which  she 
stood  rc<'ogni7.ed  by  the  Government.  She  lived  to  see  the 
nursing  agencies  of  America  united  and  coiipeniting  with  the 
Army  and  the  Red  Cross.  Slie  livt-d  to  know  that  the  Hed 
Cross  was  ready,  and  Uv  realize  that  it  had  given  to  the  Army 
a  contingent  secoml  to  none  in  the  service,  in  chnracler,  in 
morale,  in  or^niiixation  and  in  eflicieiicy.  She  lived  to  see 
that  the  American  Army  nurse  had  stood  the  test.  She  gave 
her  life  freely  nnd  unreservedly  to  a  nohle  service.  She  ac- 
complished that  which  she  undertook.  She  died  at  the  height 
of  her  powers,  at  work.  She  was  a  One  figure,  the  figure  of  an 
American  nurse.* 


Seventeen  months  after  her  death  in  Brittany,  commitment 
eerviees  were  held  at  Arlington  National  Cemetery  for  Jane 

'Tributes  paid  to  Misa  DcIado'h  nieraory  liy  PreBidrnt  WiUon.  Oncml 
P(*rBliing  and  otlinr  rnemlwrH  of  the  V.  8.  Govrmment;  by  ofliciuls  of  the 
American  nnrl  otiior  Hod  t'roHs  stot'it-lies:  nnd  by  U-adtTH  nf  tlitr  iiivdical 
and  nurnin^  proffrittionM  are  on  flip  at  Nationnl  H^adquurterB. 

•"Nurainjf  nnd  the  Art  of  Mudiciiie/'  W.  S.  Thayer,  The  .lmcric«n 
Journal  of  Xursing,  V'ol.  20.  pp.   lOMflg. 
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Delano  and  at  last  her  body  rested  among  the  nation's  soldier 
dead  on  a  wooded  hillside  slope  overlooking  the  white,  eypr«»*'! 
shadetl  junphlfheatpr,  the  jrleaining  stretch  of  the  Potoninc  be-l 
joud  and  in  the  distance  Washington,  the  city  in  which  had' 
been  enacted  the  crowning  events  of  her  high  and  lonely 
destiny. 

To  the  student  of  history,  no  phase  of  study  is  more  engaging 
or  more  productive  of  8p>eculalion  than  the  rise  of  leaders  to 
fit  the  changing  needs  of  the  changing  times.  For  each  specific 
need,  eireumstances  (for  want  of  a  better  word)  appear  to 
bring  forward  men  and  women  temi)eranientiilly  attuned  to  each 
specific  need,  and  for  the  uionicnl  the  new  leader  rides  on  the 
crest  of  the  wave.  Then  the  need  ehaiig(»3,  the  wave  rtvedes, 
the  old  leader  sinks  back  into  the  turlndent  seas  of  human 
effort  and  a  new  wave,  bearing  on  its  crest  a  new  leader,  com( 
crashing  in  upin  the  shores  of  time. 

In  1016  Miss  Noycs  had  been  Miss  Delano's  own  choice 
a  co-worker,  and  upon  her  poised  and  unobtrusive  strength 
Miss  Delano  had  relied  to  her  last  conscious  moments  of  life. 
Thus,  in  the  period  of  demobilization  and  reconstruction,  it 
was  a  natural  couse«iueuce  that  Miss  Noycs  should  follow  Miss 
Delano.  Miss  Noyea  was  as  admirably  fitted  for  leadership  iu 
the  new  era  as  Miss  Delano  had  been  in  the  old.  War  ia  a 
spei'tacular  cataclysm,  incredibly  dramatic,  and  Miss  Dehmo, 
in  her  life  and  death  and  ptTsonality,  had  matched  it.  Dc- 
niobili/.atifui  with  its  unrest  and  ri'const ruction,  with  its  nncef" 
tainty  und  indi*eisiou,  called  for  sanity  and  an  unerring  sense 
of  proportion,  by  m<*ans  of  which  the  displaced  sihmhI  ordiT 
might  bo  neatly  rearranged  again  into  the  normal  (*onditioua 
of  peace.  In  temj)erflmeut  and  methods  of  work  Miss  Noystj 
matched  the  newer  need.  On  August  8,  lOlD,  the  general 
manager  at  National  Headquarters  announced  her  appcont*j 
mcnt  as  director  of  the  Department  of  Nursing;  since  llu 
previous  DecemlKT  she  had  been  serving  as  acting  d'rector. 
At  its  first  meeting  after  the  Armistice,  a  meeting  held  IV- 
eember  J»,  1919,  the  National  Committee  on  Red  Cross  Nurtii 
Ser>nee  unanimously  nominated  ^liss  Noyes  as  its  chaii 
and  the  Executive  Committee  on  January  2,  1920,  rtti&ed 
nomination. 

In  the  midwinter  of  1918-1919  National  Headquarters  en- 
deavored to  check  its  war  machinery  and  thmugh  a  [Nilicy  uf 
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contraction  and  economy  to  assume  peace-time  dimnnsions.  On 
February  15,  IHIO,  an  adjourned  session  of  the  anmial  meeting 
of  the  American  Red  Cross  was  held  at  National  Headquarters 
and  the  officers  and  cominittees  which  were  to  carry  on  the 
activities  of  the  organization  were  elected.  The  members  of 
the  War  Council  had  announced  their  intention  to  resign  on 
March  1,  so  the  responaihility  for  the  leadership  of  the  Ameri- 
can Ucd  Cross  would,  on  that  date,  revert  to  the  Central  Com- 
mittee. 

I)r.  Livingston  Farraud  had  boon  appointed  by  President 
Wilson  as  the  new  chairman.  Dr.  Farrnnd  was  graduated 
from  Princeton  University  in  1888,  had  there  taken  his 
master^s  degree,  had  Ix'rn  graduated  from  the  rollege  of  Physi- 
cians and  Surgeons  of  ( ■ohimhia  University  and  had  studied 
at  Cambridge  and  Herlin.  He  was  far  nine  years  executive 
secretary  of  the  National  Association  for  the  Study  and  Pre- 
vention of  Tulx^rculosia  and  had  served  in  France  during  the 
war  as  director  of  the  Kockefeller  Commission  for  the  Preven- 
tion of  Tuberculosis  in  France.  This  organization  was  later 
merged  into  the  International  Health  Bonrd.  From  191-i  until 
1917  he  had  been  president  of  the  University  of  Colorado. 
His  point  of  view  thus  embraced  that  of  the  administrator,  the 
social  service  worker  and  the  educator. 

The  Central  Committee  had  as  its  new  vice-chairman,  Wil- 
loughby  Walling,  of  Chicago.  Robert  Lansing  representt^d  the 
Department  of  State,  John  Skelton  Williams  the  U.  S.  Treas- 
ury, General  Ireland  and  Admiral  liraisted  the  War  and  Navy 
Departments,  Alexander  King  the  Department  of  Justice.  The 
new  meml>ers  elected  by  the  Hoard  of  Incorporators  were  ^Irs. 
Frank  V.  Hammar  and  Charles  K.  Scott,  former  general  man- 
ager at  National  Headquarters. 

The  newly-appointed  Executive  Committee,  of  which  Dr. 
Farrand  was  chairman  ex-officio,  was  made  up  of  those  who 
represented  hoiki  the  old  and  new  orders.  Four  members  had 
served  on  the  War  Council :  they  were  ilr,  Davison,  Mr.  Wads- 
worth,  Mr,  Bliss  and  Mr.  Scott,  The  new  members  of  the 
Comraittoe  were  General  Ireland,  Admiral  Braisted  and  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior  Lane. 

To  till  vacancies  caused  by  death,  three  women  were  elected 
members  of  the  Board  of  Incorporators.  They  were  Mrs.  Leon- 
ard Wood,  Mrs.  Joseph  Cndahy  and  Afrs.  August  Belmont. 
Mrs.  Belmont  had  served  as  an  assistant  to  the  War  Council 
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and  in  her  the  Nursing  Service  found  a  powerful  and  sympa- 
thetic al]y. 

On  the  ova  of  domobilization  the  Araoricau  Rod  Cross  had 
an  adult  and  junior  nit'njbcrship  of  over  thirty  millions.  "Al- 
most imnu'diatcly  following  the  Armistice/'  stated  the  Annual 
Report,  of  the  Society  for  the  year  liUi),  ^'thoughtful  American 
Rod  Cross  leaders  began  to  study  the  problem  of  utilizing  the 
great  Red  Cross  machinery  dnvelopod  by  the  war  and  tlic  rich 
Red  Cross  experience  acquired  in  the  war,  for  peace-time  need3, 
primarily  in  the  United  .States;  secondly  for  the  welfare  of 
humanity  at  large."  ^'^  Out  of  this  study  grew  the  League  of 
Red  Cross  Societies  and  in  the  United  States,  tlie  Red  Cross 
peace  program  in  the  interests  of  public  health,  a  field  in  which 
Dr.  Farrund  was  an  ackuowledgcMl  leader.  The  development 
of  rural  nursing  and  class  instruction  to  women  formed  perhaps 
the  most  important  and  lasting  phase  of  this  program  and  ac- 
counts of  these  projects  may  be  found  in  subsequent  chapters. 

As  to  the  American  Red  C*ros8  foreign  program  of  emergency 
relief,  the  personnel  of  the  Commission  for  France  had  their 
fingers,  during  1D18  and  1019,  on  the  pulse  of  European  public 
opinion.    On  December  17,  11)18,  Miss  Hall  wrote  Miss  Noyes: 

I  wish  I  eould  make  you  understand  how  little  the  French 
either  want  or  need  us  nt  the  present  time.     In  spite  of  the 
cordiality  of  their  wt'lcome  to  President  Wilson,  it  i«  nmdt' 
apparent  to  wn  that  they  will  be  glad  to  have  us  leave  tluir 
countrj'.     It  is  not  that  they  do  not  appreciate  what  we  have 
tried  to  do  for  them;  but  if  you  tould  see  this  country,  as  it 
is  overrun  even  to  the  remotest  corners  with  Americans  who 
are  buying  out  the  food,  uhurping  the  places  on  street-ea 
trains  and  theaters  everywhere  in  Franw,  you  wouhi  app 
cintc  their  desire  to  have  their  country  to  themselves.    1  thiu 
that  all  nieml)er8  of  the  Ked  Cross  organization  have  more  an 
more  the  feeling  that  the  sooner  we  can  wind  up  affair 
doiug  this  ir»  the  spirit  in  whieh  we  began  work — the  bett 
it  wU!  be.    The  work  of  the  Children's  Bureau  and  the  Burea 
of  Tuberculosis  will  be  brought  to  a  conclusion  by  the  fi 
of  April.    The  Commissioner  tells  me  that  the  work  in  Ital 
is  being  clo^ied  as  rapidly  as  that  in  France. 

It  would  appear  ihut  at  the  preR*Mit  time,  th«  Army  in 
returning  largo  numbers  of  its  nurse*  home,  so  it  is,  '' 
able  to  take  care  of  its  own  troops  without  the  aid  <>!  <! 

Cross  to  any  extent.    This  means  that  our  military  prognro 
*•  Annual  Report,  iai9,  p.  13. 
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is  very  rapidly  Wing  brought  to  a  {K)nclu8ion.  Groups  of 
nurses  ranfring  from  thirty  to  fifty  are  being  released  every 
week  and  J  am  sending  a  good  many  home.  There  is  no  doubt 
but  tliat  at  the  prenent  time  you  need  nurses  more  at  home 
than  we  do  here.  We  have  forty-nine  nurges  in  Germany; 
they  were  sent  up  to  vato.  for  American  prisoners  but  will 
probably  be  returned  to  us  in  about  six  weeks. 

During  the  winter  and  apring  of  1918  and  1919  the  Com- 
mission for  Fram.'c  maintained  cloven  convalcsciait  homes  for 
members  of  the  Araeriean  Expeditionary  Forces.  A  list  of 
these  institutions  may  be  found  in  the  Appendix. 

The  exodus  of  the  American  Armies  from  France  during 
the  first  five  months  of  IIHU  was  as  rapid  as  had  been  their 
advent  and  the  "transpurtution  miracle"  of  May,  June  and 
July,  1918,  was  rejieuted  in  March,  April  and  ^lay  of  lt^l9. 
In  the  official  summary  of  the  War  Department  Colonel  Ayres 
wrote: 

As  soon  as  the  Ariiiistice  was  signed,  preparations  were  made 
for  returning  the  troops  to  the  United  States  in  the  shortest 
possible  time.  This  was  rendered  dilficult  by  the  fact  that  for 
the  eastward  movenieut,  we  hail  relied  largely  on  the  British, 
who  carriiMl  approximately  half  of  the  troops.  After  the  sign- 
ing of  thf  Armistice,  the  Britisii  needed  these  ships  for  the 
return  of  their  own  eolonial  troops  to  Canada,  Australia  and 
South  Africa.  This  situation  was  met  by  the  Army  Transport 
Servi(x%  which  ininit-Ml lately  began  the  conversion  of  one  large 
cargo  ship  into  trooyi-carrying  vessels.  By  means  of  these 
converted  cargo  ships,  by  the  assignment  of  German  liners  and 
also  by  thu  great  aid  rendered  by  the  Navy,  whieh  put  at  the 
Army's  disjiosal  cruisers  and  battleships,  the  Army  is  being 
brought  back  home  even  more  rapiiUy  than  it  was  taken  to 
France." 


During  February  181,751  men  sailed  for  tbe  United  States; 
during  March,  212,899;  during  April,  290,;n7,  and  during 
May.  1133,333,  which,  with  ttn*  inimlHTs  of  sailors  and  niurinea 
also  returned  that  same  month,  brought  tbe  month's  totiil  to 
well  over  one-third  of  a  million  men.*" 

As  the  movement  of  American  soldiers  from  the  Western 
Front  to  the  ports  of  embarkation  began  the  American  Red 

"  "The  War  with  ficrmflny/*   nn.   47-48. 
«iW.,  pp.  37-38. 
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Cross  in  France  established  a  chain  of  infirmaries  and  dis- 
pensaries which  were  located  along  the  line  of  communication 
and  at  the  docks.^^  In  connection  with  this  work  Miss  Fitz- 
gerald's name  reappears,  for  to  her  was  delegated  the  super- 
vision of  American  Ked  Cross  nurses  assigned  to  this  phase  of 
demobiliisation  service.     She  wrote: 

Another  activity  for  whit-h  I  hove  been  made  reeponeible 
has  been  the  supervision  of  the  American  Red  Cross  infirma- 
ries. .  .  .  The  following  extractK  from  a  report  will  give  an 
idea  of  these  activities; 

At  Xautes,  tlie  inlirmary  seems  to  more  than  justify  its 
existcnee.  There  are  anywhere  from  20  to  25  <lispen.'^ry  cases 
daily.  In  the  infirmary  of  eight  beds,  patients  can  be  placed 
until  the  ambulances  are  setured  to  take  them  to  the  hospital. 
If  the  beils  are  not  iise<t  fur  this  purpose,  oflicers  are  allowed 
to  sleep  there  at  night,  beiug  charged  a  small  fee  to  cover 
the  laundryiug  of  the  bed  linen.  While  I  was  there,  an  offi- 
cer came  in  who  had  evidently  just  left  the  hospital.  He  was 
chilly  and  verj*  miserable.  He  was  at  once  told  to  lie  down 
on  the  bed  nearest  the  ntove  and  was  covered  with  blankets. 
Probably  a  couple  of  hours  of  rest  would  be  siilficieut  to  enable 
him  to  continue  his  journey.  A  corpsman  is  on  duty  at  this 
intirniary  every  nigiit,  so  that  any  accident  case  is  cared  for 
at  any  time  during  the  twenty-four  hours.  The  nur^  in 
charge  of  the  infirmary  also  V»ok8  after  the  dormitory  where 
about  seventy  enlisted  men  may  sleep  either  by  day  or  night. 
Perhaps  twenty-five  exhausted  men  were  sleeping  there  as  1 
went  through. 

The  Red  Cross  infirmary  at  Dijon,  which  was  located  in 
one  of  the  main  railroad  stations,  was  u  busy  place  during  the 
early  months  of  1!*H*.     Miss  Fitzgerald  wrote  of  it: 

This  particular  station  has  practically  been  given  over  for 
the  use  of  Americans.  The  American  special  train  from  Toul 
to  rhaumont  stnps  here.  »o  a  large  nun»ber  of  our  men  are 
always  to  be  found  either  just  arriving  or  just  departing  from 
Dijon.  The  slightly  injured  find  their  way  to  the  Red  Cnvft 
infirmary  and  there  receive  First  Aid  care.  Besides  ihtat 
men,  the  district  surgeon's  ofiice  sends  to  this  infirmary  for 
observation,  all  the  men  who  are  not  tit  to  l>e  on  duty,  but 
who  are  not  ill  etiougli  to  Ik.*  admitted  to  a  base  liospitaL 
Often  a  couple  of  tiays  in  bed  will  enable  thesi*  men  to  go 

''For  a  list  of  tli«»o  uiBrmari«»  and  dJipvnMrict,  «««  tlif  Appendix. 
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back  to  duty  without  being  transferred  to  tlie  hoHpital  at  all. 
The  nuraea  in  charge  of  the  inlirmnrieffi  are  all  most  enthuai- 
BBtic  about  their  work.  They  get  very  near  to  the  men  and 
are  able  to  help  them  in  many  small  ways. 

At  the  dock  iDfirmaries  the  nurses  found  perhaps  the  hap- 
piest work  which  they  experienced  during  the  European  War. 
'*Here/'  wrote  Miss  FitzgtTatd,  ''they  come  in  contaet  with 
men,  some  of  them  atili  ill,  others  convalescent,  but  all  of  them 
radiant  at  the  thought  of  ^oiug  home." 

Brest,  St.  Nazal  re  and  Bordeaux  were  the  three  principal 
ports  of  emharkatiou.  Aiiss  Fitzgerald  wrote  of  the  infirmary 
at  Brest : 


Its  position  could  not  be  improved  upon.  It  is  on  the  dock 
from  which  the  tugs  leave  to  carry  the  patients  to  the  trans- 
ports lying  at  author  outride  the  breakwater.  The  Army  has 
put  up  a  new  shed  about  four  times  as  large  as  the  one  hous- 
mg  the  original  infirmary  which  is  still  used  to  take  care  of  the 
overflow.  They  have  erected  a  new  building  ali^o  for  the 
canteen  department;  it  is  next  door  to  the  infirmary  and  hot 
drinks  can  now  be  served  muth  more  easily. 

1  saw  the  loading  of  one  boat.  Several  hundred,  sick  and 
wounded,  passed  through  the  infirmary  in  goo<l  order  and 
without  confusion.  They  are  classed  in  groups  such  as 
"tubercukr/*  "wounded/'  'Vasuals  *  and  other  types.  The 
port  authorities  have  their  otlicerH  present  checking  them  up 
and  the  systejn  works  well  anil  quickly. 

Ambulances  and  ambulance  trains  unload  the  men  right  on 
the  [lock.  If  tiie  weather  is  bad  or  there  is  much  delay  in 
loading  the  tug,  all  stretcher  cases  are  kept  in  the  infirmary 
hut,  are  given  warm  drinks  and  are  made  comfortable  in  every 
possible  way.  If  the  weather  is  rough,  the  patients  are  here 
transferred  to  the  ^'snow-shoe  stretcher/'  which  is  better  suited 
for  embarkation  purposes.  Extra  blankets  are  provided  for 
the  patients  during  their  trip  in  the  tugs  to  the  transports 
and  one  or  two  nurses  arci>ni()any  ea<'h  boatload. 

The  patients  are  tlien  settled  comf(»rtably  on  the  ship,  the 
extra  blankets  are  removed  to  be  kept  for  future  use.  the 
patients  are  given  wliat  they  need  in  the  way  of  comforts  and 
the  Red  Cmss  nurses  mnl  other  workers  finally  leave  them. 
Several  times,  on  accrount  of  n)Ugh  weather  or  late  hours,  the 
patients  have  not  been  allowed  to  tome  aboard  the  steamer 
and  have  had  to  he  brought  back  by  tug  to  the  dock.  In  such 
cascS;  they  have  been  kept  in  the  Hed  Cross  hut  until  arrange- 
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nieiitR  could  he  made  for  their  return  to  hospitals  in  the  ueigh- 
borhood.    Meals  are  eerved  them  by  the  Red  Cross  Canteen. 


Navy  Base  Hospital  No,  5  had  received  most  of  the  "Clai 
D''  unni  who  were  returned  to  the  United  States  during  th< 
early  mouths  of  11*18,  but  in  April  of  that  year  Kehuron  Uentei 
was  developed  and  later  Camp  Pontason.     During  11*19  tl 
**Clas8  D"  men  were  evacuated  almost  entirely  through  the 
hospitals  of  these  camps  to  the  di>ck8. 

South  of  Brest  was  St.  Xazaire*  and  here  the  American  Red 
Cross  established  another  large  intirmarv.  A  special  dock  was 
given  over  entirely  for  the  sick  and  wounded.  Near  it  was 
an  enormous  shed  which  had  been  divided  into  two  unequal 
sections.  The  larger  section  whs  turned  over  to  tlie  Y.  M, 
C  A.,  which  looked  after  the  welfare  of  well  troops, 
smaller  section  was  assigned  to  the  American  Red  Cross.  Hei 
Red  Cross  canteen  workers  set  up  eouutera,  installed  a  doughs 
nut-baker  and  provided  facilities  for  feeding  large  numbers 
men.  At  the  farther  end  several  cots  were  set  up  and  here  th( 
Red  Cross  nurses  held  sway.  Miss  Fitzgerald  wrote:  "I 
much  struck  by  the  activities  which  were  going  on  at  Embarka- 
tion Camp  No.  7,  at  St.  Nazaire,  where  over  throe  thousand 
men  are  daily  bathed,  deloused  and  entertained  in  Red  Croas 
huts.  .  .  ." 

South  of  St.  Nazaire  was  the  busy  port  of  Bordeaux.  Here 
the  Red  Cross  dock  infirmary  was  hxiated  in  a  large  ware-, 
house.  Four  nurses,  Amarita  Heath,  Ida  K.  Neville,  Kmnui 
Wilson  and  Ella  Robinson,  were  assigned  to  duty  there;  Evehm 
Walker  was  diief  nurse  of  the  Bordeaux  zone  and  had  general 
supervision  of  the  work.     ^liss  Robinson  wrote: 

We  look  care  of  about  30,000  sick  and  wounded  men  on  the 
dorks  at  Bordeaux  hetwcen  De<*ernbcr  and  May.  Early  in 
19iy.  wp  had  the  Kcverely  wounded  men.  To  those  wc  gave 
every  posi^iblo  attention  we  eould,  adju^tiug  their  helpless; 
bodies  or  limbs  to  a  more  comfiirtablo  position  on  th«  slretrh" 
ers.  reinforcing  a  dre^^^ing,  assidtin^  them  to  iMit,  for  manj^ 
of  them  Here  jaw  or  arm  fractures  and  wera  not  able  to 
themselvrs  to  swallow. 

To  each  niaii  on  the  Ktretdiors.  we  gave  pajamas*  liandkrr- 
chieftt,  a  wnKhdoth,  tn<tthpa.«te  and  bnish,  crg&rettes,  gum  auil 
cookicH  and  wp  Iriei)  to  fullill  any  request  he  might  make  81 
fts  forwarding  a  cablegram  or  mailing  a  letter  or  card. 
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To  the  walking  cases,  we  gave  small  parkagee  containing 
haiulkerL'hiefs,  cigarettes  and  cookies.  In  tliemKeivee  tliese 
gifts  goenied  triflin"!  and  we  sonietiuics  questioned  whether  it 
was  worth  while,  hut  tlipy  were  gla*lly  accepted  and  many 
times  the  hoys  woul(i  t^ay  as  they  took  them,  "llere't-  the  Red 
Cross  to  the  end  V'  The  men  were  wonderfully  appreciative 
and  1  think  we  received  more  than  we  gave. 

Emma  Wilson  wrote  that  "they  are  too  happy  to  need  much, 
these  boys  who  are  going  home,  but  they  are  always  ready  to 
shout  for  the  Ked  Cross." 

A  nurse  always  stood  at  the  gang-plank  to  see  the  wounded 
and  sick  safely  alx>ard.  "Thus  the  last  thing  they  sec  as  they 
are  carried  upon  the  boats,"  wrote  Miss  Fitzgerald,  *i8  the 
American  Kcd  Cross  nurse." 

The  first  units  of  the  American  Medical  Department  to  re- 
turn home  were  the  original  six  American  Red  Cross  base  hos- 
pitals, which  as  units  of  the  American  Army  had  been  serving 
with  the  British  Expeditionary  Forces.  The  Presbyterian 
Unit,  No.  2,  sailed  on  January  25  and  on  March  Vi  the  Peter 
Bent  Brigham  Unit,  No,  5,  embarked  for  home.  The  other 
four  folIowcKl  in  quick  succession;  the  Lakeside  Unit,  No.  4, 
sailed  on  March  22;  the  Pennsylvania  Unit,  No.  10,  on 
April  2  J  the  St.  Louis  Unit,  No.  21,  on  April  13,  and  the 
Northwestern  Unit,  No.  12,  three  days  later.**  One  by  one 
during  the*  spring  of  1919  the  personnel  of  American  base  hoa- 
pitals  and  other  sanitary  columns  in  Friuice  wcn^  returned 
through  the  port  of  New  York  to  Army  canipB  and  cantornnents 
in  the  United  States  and  subsequently  were  mustered  out  of 
the  Army, 

The  home-coming  nurses  were  not  met  with  the  popular  ac- 
claim with  which  the  home-coming  troops  were  luiiled.  They 
were  not  greeted  at  the  docks  with  waving  tlags,  were  not  asked 
to  march  in  the  parades.  In  tlie  editorial  columns  of  the 
Joumttl  Miss  Palmer  wrote: 


We  recently  spent  some  time  in  New  York*  where  the  ar- 
rival of  transports  hringin^  our  troops  from  France  was  a 
daily  occurrence  which  was  made  much  of. by  tlie  press.  .  .  . 
Practically  all  these  incoming  transports  had  nurses  ahoard. 
Occasionally  a  newspaper  mentioned  when  summing  up  tlie 

'•"Hiitorv  of  Nursing  Aclivities,  A.  E.  P.,  on  the  Western  Front  during 
the  War  Period."  J.  C.  Stirason.  p.  4;  Surgeon  Qenerars  Office,  U.  S.  A. 
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personnel  of  officers  and  men,  "five  or  twenty  or  fifty  women 
nurses"  but  none  of  them  by  uunie.  .  .  . 

A  few  days  ago,  we  saw  a  group  of  our  nurses  come  off  & 
big  tTans|K)rt,  carrying  their  heavy  suitcases,  wraps  and  bags, 
go  down  the  gang  plank  that  looked  to  be  at  an  angle  of 
forty-five  degrees,  and  walk  the  whole  lengtli  of  tlie  Hoboken 
pier,  between  rows  of  soldiers  lined  up  on  either  8i4le.  There 
was  not  the  slightest  attention  pai<l  to  them  by  any  of  tlie 
official  groups  who  were  there  to  welcome  the  men  or  by  the 
public  iu  general. 

Almost  eleven  thousand  American  nurses  were  in  Europe 
during  the  early  months  of  1919;  ten  thousand  were  serving  in 
the  American  Kxpi»ditionary  Forces  and  some  seven  hundred 
others  directly  under  the  American  Red  Cross.  In  the  military 
hospitals,  in  camps  and  cantonments  in  the  United  States, 
eleven  thousand  others  wore  on  duty.  The  return  of  these 
twenty-three  thousand  nurses  to  civilian  life  offered  ditticultie* 
of  adjustment  of  a  nature  which  the  Re<l  Cross,  which  had 
called  thorn  into  military  service,  was  well  able  to  anticipnto  and 
understand.  And,  ttx),  since  the  Nursing  Service  had  mobil- 
ized the  great  proportion  of  these  nurses  into  military  service, 
Wias  Noyes  and  Miss  Delano  felt  a  resjiousibility  for  facilitat- 
ing their  return  to  the  types  of  nursing  which  had  previoualy 
most  interested  them. 

On  DeccmUT  10^  1918,  Miss  Noyea,  as  president  of  the 
American  Nursea'  Association,  had  written  to  Miss  Delano: 

In  view  of  tlie  fact  Umt  large  numbers  of  nurses  are  about 

to  he  relea.se«l  from  service  in  the  cantoniiirnt  lioHpitaU  of 
this  country  and  returned  from  duty  dversea**,  it  set^ms  im- 
portant that  a  bureau  of  Information  shouUl  be  estabhiihed 
in  New  York  City,  as  the  majority  of  the  nurses  will  be  re- 
turned through  this  port 

The  purpose  of  this  bureau  will  be  to  serve  as  a  sort  of 
clearing-house  through  which  the  nurses  may  be  dire<-t«-*d 
toward  opportunities  for  service  now  existing  and  also  advii*ed 
as  to  their  future.  Such  a  bureau  would,  t  feel  sure.  Im»  of 
inostiniablo  value  to  the  Public  Health  Nursing  Hurenu  of  the 
Anirrirnn  Ked  Crosw  in  recruiting  nur.scK  for  the  service.  It 
will  be  equally  valuable  to  the  Visiting  Nurse  A^sociAtioDf 
and  othrr  forms  of  puldic  health  scnicc.  hospital*,  trainini; 
schools  and  other  in.stitutions  which  now  appear  to  br  in 
great  need  of  ntir^^ing  per!»onnel, 
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As  president  of  the  American  Nurses*  Association,  it  was 
first  my  idea  that  this  work  should  he  dune  under  tlie  auspices 
of  the  three  national  nurses'  organizations,  as  it  seemed  to 
be  a  profensional  problem.  .  .  .  'I'he  fact  that  the  Hed  Cross 
has  Bfisigned  the  majority  of  these  nurses  to  the  Army  and 
Navy  and  is  in  a  measure  obligated  to  toutinue  its  interest 
in  them  and  remlcr  Hucti  assistance  to  them  as  seems  possible, 
made  your  suggestion  that  the  l^ed  Cross  assume  the  imme- 
diate control  of  such  a  bureau,  most  opportune  and  desirable. 
It  woulil  furOier  appear  that  such  an  agency  would  be  of 
great  value  in  helpijig  secure  nurses  for  the  public  health 
service  of  the  lied  ('ross. 

On  Monday,  December  2,  I  presented  tlte  plan  informally 
at  a  joint  meeting  of  the  Boards  of  DirectorH  of  the  three  na- 
tional organizations  of  nurses.  They  were  deeply  interested 
and  all  expressed  their  general  approval  and  appreciation  of 
the  tentative  plan  and  their  willingness  to  present  it  to  their 
respective  Boards  of  Directors. 

Jt  was  understood  that  the  plan  presented  was  about  as 
follows  (no  notes  being  taken)  : 

1.  That  the  Ucd  Cross  was  prepared  to  open  a  bureau  of 
informittion  in  New  York  City  for  nurses  released  from  war 
service  and  that  the  three  national  nursing  tirganizations  were 
invited  to  place  representatives  in  this  oilice  to  assist  and 
advise  upon  matters  affecting  the  branches  of  service  repre- 
sented by  the  three  associations. 

2.  It  was  understood  that  the  Red  Cross  assume  the  ex- 
pense of  rentalj  equipment,  clerical  assistance  and  manage- 
ment. 

3.  It  was  also  understood  that  the  Rod  Cross  would  in  all 
probability  assume  the  management  and  expense  during  the 
period  of  demobilizetion.  If  upon  the  completion  of  this 
period,  the  Red  Cross  decided  to  withdraw,  that  the  three 
national  organizations  continue  the  Bureau  under  their  aus- 
pices if  such  an  ottice  seems  necessary. 

4.  That  a  small  Advisory  Council  representative  of  the 
three  organizations  be  asked  to  serve  in  a  purely  advisory 
cafMicity  until  such  time  us  the  Hed  Cross  should  withdraw; 
then  this  Advisory  Council  might  form  the  nucleus  of  a 
Board  of  Directors. 

On  December  10  Miss  Delano  secured  Red  Cross  approval 
for  the  development  of  this  plan  and  the  further  details  of 
organization  were  tiirned  over  to  Miss  Noyes. 

On  De<*embcr  D5  Jliss  Delano  wrote  to  the  presidents  of 
the  three  national  nursing  associations.     She  outliucd  the  gen- 
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eral  purposes  and  organization  of  the  Bureau  of  Information 
and  then  continued: 

...  It  seerfs  desirable  to  have  the  cooperation  of  the  three 
national  orgaiiizatioDs  of  nurses,  giving  tlieni  tlte  opportu- 
nity to  place  in  the  Bureau  a  reproi^entative  who  could  ad- 
vise the  returning  nurses  in  regard  to  avnilal>le  oprMirtnnitieft. 
.  ,  .  The  Red  Cross  will  be  responsible  for  all  exj^nses,  ex- 
cept the  palaries  of  the  representatives  selected  by  the  OBtional 
organizations. 

It  will  of  course  be  necessary  to  secure  all  possible  informa- 
tion from  training  schools,  liospitals,  public  health  nursing 
organizations  and  other  nursing  activities  in  regard  to  avail- 
able positions  and  it  is  desirable  that  wide  publicity  be  given 
to  the  esfjihliKhni4*nt  of  such  a  burcHU,  sn  that  the  organiza- 
tions will  naturally  tiirn  there  for  advice. 

Blay  I  request,  therefore,  that  you  plaee  the  matter  before 
your  Board  of  Directors,  asking  for  their  cooperation  and 
giving  them  opportunity  to  place  a  representative  in  the 
office. 

It  would  alfo  seem  desirable  to  hare  a  small  advisory  com- 
mittee which  could  assist  in  the  development  of  the  work. 
I  would,  therefore,  hugpest  that  in  adflitioti  to  the  I'retiideni 
of  your  organization,  two  additional  members  be  selected  to 
serve  on  the  committee. 


The  Joint  National  Committee  of  the  Bureau  of  Information 
was  appointed  cnrly  in  January,  1010,  and  was  composed  of 
Miss  Nutting,  Miss  Francis  and  Miss  Noycs  as  represcntativea 
of  the  American  Nurses'  Association;  Miss  Goodri<*h,  Mi« 
Cluyton  and  Miss  Uilliard  as  representatives  of  tlie  National 
Leng:iu'  of  Nursing  Education,  and  Miss  VVald,  Miss  Beard 
and  Miss  Crandall  as  representatives  of  the  National  Organiza- 
tion of  Public  Health  Nursing.  Florence  Johnson  was  the 
ottice  manager  of  the  Bureau.  She  served  also  as  a  member  of 
the  Committee,  Miss  Noyes  was  chairman.  Durinp  the  fol- 
lowing months  the  Joint  National  Advisory  Committee  stood 
spou9<^r  for  the  development  of  the  Bureau  of  Infonmittou  for 
Nurses. 

Florence  Johnson  was  oflii^  manager,  as  it  has  been  stAted 
l)efore,  and  she  brought  to  this  as  to  her  other  tusks  in  connec- 
tion with  the  mobilization  and  drmobilizution  of  nurses,  the 
poise  and  rich  personal  ohann  which  eharncterized  hi*r  pre- 
Armistice  and  post-Armistice  service.     Miss  Johnson  had  had 
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Opportunity  to  go  overseuB,  first  lasiassiatant  to  Miaa  Stimson 
and  later  as  chief  nurse  of  the  Anioriran  Red  ( Voas  in  Europe, 
but  she  elected  to  remain  in  New  York.  When  the  homing 
transports  came  in  she  mot  the  nurses  at  the  docks  with  t.l»e  same 
warm  enthusiasm  with  which  she  had  bade  them  Godspeed 
for  IVanee  eighteen  mouths  before.  "She  still  lives  on  the 
docks,"  wrote  a  personal  friend  to  Miss  Noyes  in  the  spring  of 
1010,  **and  every  night  she  comes  home  *a  dead  dog.'  Can*t 
you  use  your  influence  to  make  her  go  a  bit  slower  or  at  least  to 
take  part  of  Sunday  T' 

As  the  development  of  the  Bureau  progressed  two  divisions 
were  created,  one  the  Division  of  Institutional  and  Student 
Assignment  and  the  other  the  Division  of  Public  Health 
N"ursing. 

Rachel  Independence  Albaugh  was  chief  of  the  first-named 
division.  She  was  a  Maryland  woman  and  had  received  her 
nurses'  training  at  the  llonieopathic  Hospital  at  Baltimore, 
Executive  experience  in  various  Maryhmd  Institutions  followed 
and  later  she  was  superintendent  of  the  (Jrace  Hospital  at  New 
Haven,  Conneetiout.  For  the  next  fourteen  years  she  served 
as  secretary  of  the  ('onnccticut  State  Board  of  Nurse  Examiners 
and  from  1015  to  1010  as  Inspector  of  Training  Schools.  In 
these  capacities  she  conducted  the  valuable  Connecticut  State 

rvey  of  nursing  activities  which  wus  a  precursor  of  the  Red 
ross  nursing  surveys.  Previous  to  lier  Ked  Cross  appoint- 
ment she  had  been  one  of  Miss  Qoodrich*s  staff  in  the  Army 
School  of  Nursing. 

To  Miss  Albaugh  was  delegated  all  detailiu  connection  with 
tlie  placement  of  nurses  in  hospitals,  schools  of  ntirsing,  sana- 
toria and  other  institutional  positions.  The  Bureau  of  Informa- 
tion had  on  January  1  taken  over  the  work  of  student  enroll- 
ment from  the  Ciunmittee  on  Nursing  of  the  Council  of  Na- 
tioiuil  Defense  and  also  of  the  Army  School,  so  the  placement 
of  these  students  in  civilian  hospitals  also  fell  to  Afiss  Albaugh. 

Yssal)ella  (iertrudc  Waters  volunteered  her  scr\'ic<.*3  for 
four  months  as  chief  of  the  Division  of  Public  Health  Nursing. 
Possessed  of  indep(*udent  means  and  many  advantages  of  birth 
and  education,  she  had,  like  other  women  of  her  generation, 
found  in  nursing  an  outlet  to  her  desire  for  altruistic  service 
aiul  was  throughout  her  long  career  a  volunteer.  In  1807  she 
was  graduated  from  the  Johns  Hopkins  School  and  soon  after- 
wards went  to  Henry  Street  to  assist  Miss  Wald.    During  the 
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Spanish-American  War  she  did  military  nursing  in  the  United 
States  and  Cuba.  In  1809  she  returned  to  Henry  Street  and 
remained  there  for  thirteen  years.  In  1912  she  undert^wk 
8tatisti'»nl  work  for  tlie  National  Orgranization  for  Public 
Health  Nursing.  Her  volume  on  Visiting  NurstJig  in  ike 
United  t^ilafeji  *^  ranks  as  a  leading  80urce-bi:K)k  oil  the  subject. 
Patrician  in  appearance  and  winning  in  personality,  she 
brought  to  the  Bureau  of  Information  keen  intelligence  and  a 
knowledge  of  public  health  organizations  and  resources  per- 
haps unsurpassfd  by  any  woman  in  the  United  States. 

After  four  months*  organization  work  Miss  Waters  resigned 
and  Jane  Elizabeth  Hitchcock  followed  her  as  chief  of  the 
Division  of  Public  Health  Nursing.  Aliss  Hitchcock  had  at- 
tended Alouut  Ilolyoke  College  for  two  years  and  had  taken 
special  work  for  three  years  at  Cornell  University.  She  was 
graduated  in  1801  from  the  New  York  Hospital  and  was  for 
two  years  a  head  nurse  of  the  Newton  (Massiichusetts)  Hos- 
pital. She  then  went  to  Henry  Street  Settlement  nnd  for 
twelve  years  iK'fore  her  appointment  to  the  Bureau  of  Informa- 
tion was  superintendent  of  the  Henry  Street  staff  of  visiting 
nurses. 

During  the  early  period  of  1919  the  day's  work  at  the 
Bureau  of  Information  consisted  largely  in  interviewing  nnrses 
returning  from  France;  often  iliss  Hitcheock  nnd  Miss  Al- 
baug^i  talked  to  thirty  or  more  nurses  each,  listed  their  previous 
experiences  and  future  interests  and  catalogued  the  curds  for 
future  reference. 

Like  the  soldiers,  the  nurses  were  coming  back  physically 
and  nervously  exhausted  and  their  one  desire  was  to  go  home 
;iiid  rest.  This  attitude  and  the  growing  dissatisfaction  to  re- 
turn to  the  comparatively  narrow  fields  of  private  duty  nursing 
was  expressed  by  Laura  Hartwell : 

The  state  of  mind  of  some  ex-members  of  the  American 
Expeditionary  Forces  resamhleii  somewhat  the  forlorn  deao- 
lation  of  a  homeless  mi.  While  this  is  true  of  both  men  and 
women,  it  applies  especially  to  the  returned  overM:*os  nutM, 
not  so  much  to  those  who  return  to  the  anus  of  admiring 
families  to  be  potted  and  spoiled  and  ur^'od  to  tiki*  a  long 
rejif,  hut  to  tliose  who  live  in  n  trunk,  as  it  were,  and  who 
make  their  homes  wherever  their  hat  happt^ns  to  Iw.  .  ,  . 

■*  Pil)ill)ihi«d  in  1P00  tindvr  ttie  «utipicvfi  of  the  IIusm^U  Hmgt  FouDdatkw. 
by  tlip  Churltu-N  I^ulillrnfion  Committw,  Kcw  Vnrk  City. 
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But  at  any  rate,  they  were  at  home.  And  the  iirst  private 
duty  case,  when  one  returned  tn  the  white  uniform,  brought  a 
certuiij  t^fttitrfaction,  but  80o]i  one's  thoughts  turned  wistfully 
back  to  the  days  when  slithering  around  in  the  mud,  wearing 
rubber  boote,  was  tlie  uyual  metliod  of  going  on  duty. 

As  the  days  passed  and  the  patient  became  convalescent, 
the  longing  for  a  wider  sphere  became  more  acute.  .  .  .  The 
present  sonii-how  doei»  not  seem  to  fit  with  the  past  and  the 
future  of  useful  and  remunerative  work  seems  very  distant. 
Thi8  atfituHe  is.  of  course,  to  a  great  extent  the  reflection  of 
the  world's  unrcsit,  hut  tlie  people  Mho  stayed  at  home  have 
advanced  along  dilTereiit  lines  fnun  those  who  went  overseaa 
and  tjjey  cannot  Bce  why  the  daily  round  cannot  easily  be 
taken  up  again. 

And  then  how  one  misses  the  roniradeship  of  the  life  over 
there,  M'here  the  Kngli^h  language  was  suifit  ient  introduction, 
the  comradeship  which  by  force  of  I'ontrnst  makes  the  bustling 
life  at  home  where  oaih  one  is  intent  on  his  or  her  own  busi- 
ness, seem  cold  and  unfriendly.  .  .  .*" 

To  nurses  suffering  from  this  natural  psychological  reaction, 
the  Bureau  of  Information  otforcd  a  channel  of  reentry  into 
civilian  life.  By  September,  lOly,  it  had  proven  unequivocally 
its  value.  In  the  Division  of  Inatitutional  Assignment  the 
names  of  2333  nurses  Lad  been  registered  fur  placement.  On 
the  other  hand^  hospitals  and  schoola  uf  nursing  had  registered 
1716  vacancies  in  positions  ranging  from  superintendents  of 
hospitals,  fluperintciideuts  of  achcola  of  nursing,  night  super- 
IVisors,  instructorH,  charge  nurses,  aiu^athetista,  laljoratory  and 
X-ray  technicians,  dietitians  and  general  ward  and  pupil 
nurses.  The  total  number  of  graduate  nurses  placed  in  posi- 
tions by  Miss  Albaugh's  division  numbered  805;  this  figure, 
however,  includes  only  the  placements  regarding  which  Miss 
Albaugh  had  detinitc  kDowlcdge  that  the  nurse  had  accepted 
the  position  to  which  she  had  l)een  referred.  Great  ditHculty 
was  experienced  to  get  the  nurses  to  report  back  to  the  Bureau 
after  they  had  accepted  a  position. 

The  second  major  acti\aty  of  Miss  Albaugh's  division  wae 

student  assignment.     Of  477  applications  received  from  young 

[Women  formerly  enrolled   in   the   Army   School  and  desiring 

(lacement  in  civilian  hospitals,  398  were  referred  to  accrc<lited 

^Bchools   of   nursing.      In   this   eonnwtion   Miss   Albaugh   gave 

valuable  information  to  Miss  Wlteeler  in  her  revision  of  the 

**  American  Journal  of  Suraing,  Vol.  20,  pp.  204  205. 
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list  of  awrudited  training  schools,  as  published  by  the  Ameri- 
can Niirst's'  Association  and  assisted  with  much  of  the  clerical 
details  of  compilatioiL 

The  activities  of  the  Division  of  Public  Health  Nursing 
consisted  in  collecting  and  disseminating  information  regiird- 
ing  the  general  tield  of  public  liealth  nursing;  in  collecting  and 
disseminating  information  regarding  public  henlth  nursing  edu- 
cation, especially  with  reference  to  post-graduate  scholarships; 
and  in  referring  qualified  public  health  nurses  to  agencies  desir 
ing  their  services.  From  February  10  to  September  15,  1919, 
three  hundred  and  sixty-six  ditferent  public  health  nursing 
organizations  applied  to  this  division  for  assistance  in  seexiring 
nurses.  *'Many  of  the  requests,"  wrote  Miss  Hitclicock,  ''come 
in  wholesale.  North  Candina  wants  twenty-one  nurses  for 
tovm  and  country  work;  the  Tuberculosis  Association,  of 
Spriugtiehl,  Illinois,  wants  fifty;  the  State  department  of 
health  in  a  middle-western  state  puts  in  a  modest  request  for 
one  hundred  and  tifty  public  health  nurses." 

During  the  tirst  seven  months  of  its  existence  this  division 
bad  registered  the  nnmes  of  1274  public  henlth  nurses  or  nurse* 
interested  in  taking  up  this  specialized  phase  of  the  profession 
and  had  referred  1255  of  them  to  organizations  desiring  their 
services. 

Miss  Hitchcock  gathered  some  interesting  data  regarding 
the  preliminary  education  of  nurses  enrolled  in  her  division. 
Eleven  per  cent  had  had  only  a  grammar  school  e<incationp 
20  per  cent  had  had  college,  normal  or  private  school  educa- 
tion, 00  per  cent  liad  hud  high  schfK)!  training.  As  to  their 
Preparatory  work  in  public  health  nursing,  117  had  had  publia 
ealth  nursing  courses  while  attending  a  general  school  of  nurs- 
ing; 75  had  had  post-graduate  courses  in  public  health  nursing; 
624  had  had  practical  experience.  The  requirements  of  this 
division  for  re^intry  were  the  same  as  those  of  tlio  Red  C'roaa 
Bureau  of  Public  Health  Nursintr  Service. 

As  the  end  of  the  demobilization  period  approached  and  the 
Red  Cross  prepared  to  close  the  Bureati  of  Infnnnation,  the 
opportunity  for  launching  a  loug-<'heriahed  project  si-emed  ripe, 
*'AImoHt  from  the  beginning  of  our  orgnnir-ation  life/*  divlared 
the  editorial  cohmuis  of  the  Journal,  "the  need  for  centml 
hendtmarters  has  been  talked  of.  first  by  one  gronp  of  membert 
and  then  by  another,  but  there  has  never  seemed  to  be  t  tioiA 
when  all  the  conditions  were  favorable/' 
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In  October,  1919,  Miss  Noyes  made  the  first  move  toward 
the  transfer  of  the  Bureau  of  Information  for  Niirses  from 
the  Red  Cross  to  the  three  organizations  of  nnrsing.  iVt  a 
meeting  of  the  joint  boards  of  directors  of  the  three  national 
organizations,  Miss  Noyes,  as  president  of  the  American  Nurses' 
Association,  was  authorized  to  appoint  n  committee  to  consider 
ways  and  means  by  which  the  lied  Cross  Bureau  of  Informa- 
tion could  be  transferred  from  the  Department  of  Nursing  to 
the  three  national  organizations  and  used  as  the  nucleus  for 
central  headquarters  for  the  nursing  associations.  Miss  Nutting 
was  the  cliairman  and  Elsie  M.  Lawler^  Mary  S.  Gardner, 
Eatherine  Tucker,  Minnie  H.  Ahreus  and  Miss  Noyes  (ex- 
oflicio)  were  the  members  of  tins  committee.  They  set  to 
work  and  drew  up  a  plan  which  was  presented  to  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  the  American  Nurses'  Association  at  a  meeting 
held  on  January  15  to  16^  1D20,  in  New  York  City.  The 
report  of  this  Committee  on  Transfer  and  of  the  new  plan  was, 
in  part,  as  follows: 


The  Bureau  of  Information  for  Nurses  was  established  by 
the  Red  Cross  in  February,  1919,  largely  for  the  purpose  of 
agfiisting  nurgcs  whn  have  been  in  Army  or  Red  Cross  service. 
In  this,  it  has  been  of  notable  service.  .  .  .  The  time  ap- 
proaches when  the  Red  Cross  will  no  longer  feel  justified  in 
continuing  it.  It  would  seem  inadvisalile  to  continue  it  in  its 
present  form.  It  wouhl,  however,  take  its  place  In  a  larger 
plan — the  establifihnient  of  nntiotial  nursing  headquarters  as 
a  center  for  the  work  of  our  national  associations.  .  .  .  The 
committee  believes  that  the  conditions  are  favorable  for  the 
establishment  of  snc-Ii  headquarters  and  that  steps  should  now 
be  taken  toAvard  that  end. 

The  definite  work  to  be  earried  on  in  such  a  center  would 
be  limited  at  first  to  that  most  urgently  needed.  There 
should  Ik*:  (I)  offices  for  the  secretaries  of  each  of  the  three 
national  organizations;  (2)  a  bureau  of  appointment  and 
advice;  (3)  a  division  of  publicity;  (4)  an  office  for  the 
American  Jourtuil  of  Nursing;  (5)  a  library  and  reading 
rooms;  ((»)  the  combined  clerical  forces  of  all  these  depart- 
ments. 

The  expenpe  of  maintaining  such  a  headquarters  will  im- 
doulttedly  be  rather  large,  and  in  order  to  meet  it  much  study 
of  nil  our  resources  will  he  needed.  It  is  our  opinion  that 
the  needed  income  can  be  sei'ured  and  in  pursuance  of  this 
belief,  the  committee  submits  the  following  resolutions; 
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A.  That  the  three  national  associations  of  nurses  take  over 
from  the  Red  Cross  the  activities  of  the  Bureau  of  Advice 
anil  Tnfiirniatiou. 

B.  That  this  transfer  be  made  as  soon  as  suitable  head- 
quarters ran  be  obtained  (if  possible,  be  the  building  now 
housing  tlie  National  Organization  for  Public*  Health  Nurs- 
ing) and  the  nece.^ary  financial  and  other  arrangements 
made  tn  rondurt  tlic  work. 

C.  That  the  Buronu  be  taken  over  as  a  branch  of  a  national 
nursing  headquarters  to  i>e  cntahlished  in  New  York  City, 
looking  forward  to  decentralization  at  the  earliest  possible 
date, 

D.  That  national  headquarters  include  the  three  nursing 
organizations  with  the  coiiperation  of  the  Department  of 
Nursing  of  the  American  Ued  Cross. 

Three  ways  are  presented  fur  the  administration  of  the 
headquarters:  (1)  pooling  the  resources  and  personnel  and 
vesting  responsibility  in  a  committee  with  proportionate  rep- 
resentation;  (?)  A  federation  of  the  Iwdies  concerned  "with  a 
central  committee  which  shall  be  advisory;  (3)  A  combina- 
tion of  these  two  plans  by  which  certain  interests  and  ex- 
penses shall  be  shared,  others  handled  by  each  association, 
under  the  direction  of  a  committee  which  shall  act  as  a  board 
of  trueteefi.    This  is  the  plan  recommended.  .  .  ." 

The  plan  was  immediately  hailed  with  enthusiasm  by  the 
majority  of  nurses.  It  would  effect  groat  saving  of  timr  and 
money,  as  under  the  old  order  duplication  in  the  work  of  the 
three  organizations  had  been  unavoidable.  As  New  York  WM 
the  nursing  and  hospital  center  of  the  United  States,  it  seemed 
the  logical  city  for  a  headquarters. 

The  Ajnerican  Nurses'  Asaociatiou  met  at  Atlanta,  Gearffia, 
April  12-17,  1920,  for  its  Twenty-Second  C-onveution,  and  the 
new  plan  for  central  hcadquurtora  was  presented  on  April  15. 
Miss  Nutting,  as  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Trangfer,  read 
the  report.  The  names  of  Miss  Goodrich  and  Miss  Clayton 
were  added  to  the  Committee  on  Transfer,  which  was  later 
anthorized  to  continue  as  the  Committee  on  National  Xuraing 
Hcadquarlors.  After  some  discussion  Miss  ilucMillan,  of 
Chicago,  moved  that  "the  Association  accept  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  National  Headquarters  and  authorize  llie  organi- 
zation of  the  headquarters."     The  motion  was  carried, 

"  For  ftirtbpr  details,  sec  the  Amfricnn  Journal  of  Surtin^^  VoL  20,  ptw 
fi03-dU5. 
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By  AiigUBt,  1920,  the  details  of  transfer  had  been  completed 
and  the  Central  Headquarters  establiahcd  in  New  York  City. 
Miss  Albaugh  was  appointed  oiHce  director  representing  the 
American  -Nurses'  Association  and  the  ^National  League  of 
Nursing  Education.  The  Red  Cross  financed  the  project  dur- 
ing its  first  year.  At  the  joint  convention  of  the  three  national 
organizations  of  nursing,  which  was  held  in  Seattle  between 
June  20  and  July  1,  li)22.  Miss  Noyes  retired  from  office  as 
president  of  the  American  Nurses'  Association  with  the  satis- 
faction nf  knowing  that  the  National  Nursing  Headquarters 
would  be  nminiuined;  the  revision  of  dues  which  provided  for 
an  increase  frnm  fifteen  to  fifty  cents  per  capita  for  member- 
ship in  the  American  Nurses'  Association,  accomplished  at  this 
meeting,  made  adequate  financial  provision. 

The  cstablisliiuent  of  a  central  Lea<lquurters  marked  the  reali- 
zation of  a  need  long  felt  by  nursing  leaders;  it  ranked  as  one 
of  the  signal  accomplishments  of  the  nursing  profession  during 
the  life  of  the  Association. 


A  second  major  development  of  the  demobilization  period 
was  the  organization  of  a  third  government  nurse  corps,  that 
of  the  United  States  Public  Health  Service,  In  this  devebp 
ment  the  Rod  Cross  Nursing  Service  play<»d  an  important  part 
by  giving  its  inlerent  and  sn[>port  to  the  jjrogram  of  the  Public 
Health  Service  fi»r  th*'  proper  establishment  of  a  ciirps  of 
(lualified  mirses  and  rendered  valuable  assistance  in  recruiting 
tlu*se  nurses  for  the  new  corps. 

The  United  States  Public  Health  Service  had  been  estab- 
lished in  the  year  17(18  as  the  Marine  Hospital  Service.  Under 
a  rcH^rg-anization  act  of  July  1,  11J02,  this  service  was  enlarged 
and  its  name  changed  to  that  of  the  Public  Health  and  Marine 
Hospital  Service.  Again  in  1012  different  divisions  which 
were  still  in  operation  in  10 IS)  were  established,  and  its  name 
again  changed  to  that  of  the  United  States  Public  Health 
Service. 

Two  of  the  nine  divisions  of  the  Public  Health  Service  were 
the  Bureau  of  Scientific  Research  and  the  Bureau  of  Marine 
Hospitals  and  lielief.  American  Red  Cross  nurses  especially 
interested  in  the  care  of  trachoma,  pellagra  and  other  diseases 
had  been  assigned  during  I'JIS  to  the  special  hospitals  con- 
ducted by  the  Bureau  of  Scientific  Research.  Other  Red  Cross 
nurses  had  been  assigned  to  general  institutional  nursing  in  the 
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hospitals  maiutamed  by  the  Bureau  of  Marine  Hoapitala  and 
Kclief.  Among  these  was  the  large  base  hospital  at  Nitro, 
West  Virginia,  which  maintained  nn  average  nursing  staff  of 
some  ninety  Kcd  CrosH  nurses. 

The  Bureau  of  Marine  Hiispitals  and  Ivelief  was  ehargiHl 
particularly  with  responsibility  for  furnisbing  hospital  care 
to  civilian  sailors,  hj^xh  native  and  foreign.  During  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30,  1018,  this  bureau  opernted  20  such 
marine  hospitals  and  maintained  119  other  relief  stations 
where  hospital  and  out-patient  relief  was  furnished  to  71,806 
patients.** 

Bed  Cross  public  health  nurses  were  assigned  to  the  sanitary 
zones  maintained  by  the  Public  Ilealth  Service  around  Army 
cautonmeuta.  The  type  of  duty  these  nurses  rendered  has  al- 
ready been  deserilMMJ. 

Prtn'ioua  to  the  post-Armistice  period  Miss  Noyes  had  se^- 
lected  nurses  for  these  various  types  of  service  and  had  her- 
self sent  the  nurses'  papers  directly  to  Dr.  Rupert  Blue,  then 
Surgeon  General  of  the  Public  Ih'ulth  Service.  This  arrangiv 
ment  was  not  satisfactory,  Iiowever,  because  there  waa  no 
executive  nurse  in  the  Public  Health  Service  to  whom  these 
nurses  might  turn  for  advice  and  aid. 

**VVith  the  signing  of  the  armistice  and  the  cessation  of  hos- 
tilities," wrote  General  Blue  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  T.  S. 
Public  Health  Service  for  the  year  KMD,  "arose  the  problem 
of  taking  care  of  the  injured  sailor  and  soldier  after  discharge 
from  the  military  forces."  The  Bureau  of  Alarine  HospitaU 
and  Relief  waa  selected  as  the  most  promising  machinery  »!• 
ready  in  existence,  and  plans  for  an  increase  of  one  hundred 
per  cf'nt  in  the  capacity  of  the  marine  hospitals  and  the  estab- 
lishment and  maintenance  of  athlitional  hospitals  were  formu- 
lated. 

One  of  ^he  major  phases  of  this  expansion  was  the  pn>ri»ion 
(»f  nn  adequate  fon^e  to  statf  these  hospitals.  General  BIuo 
app^'uled  to  the  Red  Cross  Nursing  ServicM'  in  l)ce«'!uU*r,  11)18, 
for  additional  mirses.  An  early  step  in  devehiping  the  nursing 
force  lay  in  the  appctintmeiit  of  an  executive  nurs4«  Uj  develop 
and  sijpervise  the  work  and  lare  the  Red  Cross  provided  salary 
id  traveling  expenses  until  tho  jx^rrannent  appointment  of  a 
^•uperintendcnt  of   nursM^s   to   <h'vehip   this   pervii^e   waa   made; 

"Annual  Report,   lOlU.  nf  thr  Siirj^oon  Oencml  of  tli»  Ptititic  Untlib 
ScTTic^  of  th(*  ttnitrd  Stalcii.  p.  80Ot   Govt*rnmi*nt  Printing  Ofior^   ifl& 
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Lucy  Mmni^rode  'was  chosen  to  undertake  a  tour  of  ioBpectiou 

of  the  marine  hospitals.  On  Jannarj  10,  1910,  Miss  Noyes 
explaiuod  to  the  general  uianagfr  at  Kationul  Headtjuartors 
her  rcconunendation  that  ^lisH  Minnigerode's  salary  be  carried 
on  the  Nursing  Sprvicc;  budget : 


Some  weeks  ago,  Surgeon  General  Blue  asked  the  Depart- 
ment of  Xursing  to  appoint  a  nur«e  as  ijispector  of  the  ma- 
rine liospitals.  In  view  tJ  the  fart  that  we  have  been  pro- 
viding nurses  for  these  institutions,  we  felt  very  anxious  to 
do  this,  in  order  that  we  niiglit  secure  uniformity  and  im- 
prove the  stjindard  of  imrsing  care  of  the  m'k  in  these  hospi- 
tals. I  tliink  Miss  Delano  spoke  to  you  about  this  before  she 
left. 

We  engaged  Miss  ^liniugprode  who  had  [)rf'viously  been  in 
charge  at  National  Headquarters  of  the  preparation  of  nurs- 
ing personnel  for  special  overseas  duty,  for  this  purpose.  .  .  . 


r 

I         During  January,  1010,  Miss  ^Iinnigon)de  visited  the  marine 

I      hospitals  at  Ealthnorn,  Savannah,  New  Orleans,  Mobile,  Mem- 

I     phis  and  Wilmington,  North  Carolina.     She  found  that  with 

the  exception  of  the  hospital  at   the  Emigration   Station  at 

I  Ellis  Island  and  the  special  hospitals  such  as  the  Pellagra 
Hospital  at  Spartanburg,  North  Carolina,  few  nurses  had  been 
employed  in  the  past  in  these  institutions.  There  were  no  ade- 
quate nurses*  quarters  and  the  nursing  care  of  the  patients  was 
given  entirely  by  orderlies. 

Miss  Minnigcrode  returned  in  February  to  Washington,  was 
given  a  desk  in  the  (jfiice  of  the  Surgeon  General,  U.  S.  Tublic 
Health  Service,  and  there  she  began  to  study  the  problems  at- 
tendant upon  the  development  of  a  nurse  corps. 

On  Afarch  ii,  1010,  Public  Act  320  was  passed  by  C>ongres8, 
which  authorized  the  SLTretary  of  the  Treasury  to  "provide 
immediate   additional    iiospital   and   sanatorium   facilities  for 

I  the  care  and  treatment  of  discharged  sick  and  disabled  soldiers, 
Bailors  and  marines,  Army  and  Navy  Nurses  (male  and  fe- 
male), patients  of  the  War  Risk  Insurance  Bureau,  and  the 
following  persons  only :  merchant  marine  seamen,  seamen  on 
boats  of  the  Mississippi  River  Commission,  officers  and  enlisted 
men  of  the  United  Slates  Coast  Guard,  officers  and  employees 
of  the  Public  Health  Ser\*ice,  certain  keepers  and  assistant 
keepers  of  the  United  States  Lighthonst;  Service.  .  .  ."  and 
other  specially  named  groups.    "It  will  be  seen,"  wrote  General 
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Blue  in  his  Annual  Report  for  1919,  "that  Congress  tiius  desig* 
nated  the  Public  Health  Service  as  the  medical  agency  of  the 
Government  through  which  beneficiaries  of  the  War  Risk  In- 
surance were  to  be  given  the  necessary  hospital  and  sanatorit 
treatment.  This  legislative  action  is  in  line  with  the  adminis- 
trative practice  of  (he  Public  Health  Sen'ice  in  endeavoring  to 
have  utilized  bv  other  Government  Departments  and  Bun»aus 
the  sanitary  and  medical  machinery  which  it  has  perfc<'ted/' 

In  a  letter  written  on  March  14,  1918,  General  Blue  an- 
nounced to  Misa  Noyes  that  Miss  Minnigerodc  had  been  se- 
lected as  superintendent  of  the  United  States  Public  Health 
nursing  service.  In  this  position  she  immediately  Wgan  In 
build  up  an  office  and  tield  force.  Obstacles  attendant  upon  such 
pioneering  were  naturally  encountered  in  the  following  months, 
but  with  the  fearlessness  and  outspoken  resolution  which  chai^ 
acterized  her  methods  of  work  and  with  the  firm  support  of 
tiie  Surgeon  General  and  the  Red  Cross,  Miss  Miunigerode 
cut  her  way  through  prejudice  and  conservatism  and  established 
a  nursing  service  which  employed  the  largest  number  of  nurses 
utilized  by  the  Government  during  the  demobilization  period. 

Hospital  facilities  to  be  used  for  the  care  of  personnel  enu- 
merated in  Public  Act  326  were  to  be  provided  through  the  ex- 
pansion of  the  marine  hospitals;  through  the  maintenance  bj 
the  Public  HealUi  Ser\'ice  of  several  former  Army  base  boa-, 
pitals,  and  through  the  establishment  of  new  hospitals.  The^ 
United  States  was  divided  into  fourteen  districts  and  offices  for 
the  examination  and  assignment  to  hospitals  of  UMteticiHricji 
of  the  War  Risk  Insurance  Bureau  were  established  in  each 
district. 

Early  in  1911)  arrangements  were  effected  by  which  the 
Nursing  Service  at  National  Headquarters  undertook  to  assign 
nurses  to  Miss  Minuigerode's  division.  This  arrangement  was 
outlined  in  the  official  bulletin  issued  in  April,  1010,  by  the 
Public  Health  Service: 


The  Nurse  Corps  of  the  U.  S.  Public  Healtli  Servic*  con- 
sists  of  a  superintendent  of  nursee,  chief  nurses,  nurse*  and 
reserve  nurse?*. 

Assignment  to  duty  as  chief  nurse  is  made  by  the  SargMii 
General  xiprtn  reeonmiendation  of  the  feuperintendrnt  and  aftrr 
tlie  candidate  hns  furnished  satisfactory  evidence  that  *be 
meets  the  requirements  of  such  service. 
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The  position  of  chief  nurse  in  a  hospital  of  the  U.  S.  Public 
Health  Service,  so  far  as  conditions  permit,  is  equivalent  i) 
that  of  superintendent  of  nurses  in  a  eiviliau  liospital.  Slie 
will  have  general  sujKirvision  uiuler  the  medical  otficer  in 
charge,  of  all  the  nursing  service  iii  the  hospital  and  i«  ex- 
pected to  instruct  the  nurses  assi^^ned  to  that  hosjiital  in  the 
duties  peculiar  to  the  Marine  HoBpital  Service. 

Nurses 

Application  for  the  appointment  of  nurse  in  the  Nurse 
Corps  uf  the  U.  S.  Puhiic  Health  Service  should  he  made  to 
the  Surgeon  General  U.  S.  Puhlic  Health  Service^  who  will 
direct  that  the  necessary  information  be  sent  to  her.  For 
the  present  and  until  the  Xurse  Corps  is  established,  the 
Nursing  Department  of  the  American  Red  Cross  has  been 
requosterl  to  assign  the  nurses  to  these  hospitals,  and  the  np- 
plicnnts  must  therefore  meet  tlie  requirements  for  enrollment 
in  the  Red  Cross.  The  Ret!  Cross  assigns  the  nurses  for  a 
period  of  six  mouths,  after  which  time  the  appointment  may 
be  made  permanent.  .  .  . 

Appointments 

Applicants  who  meet  the  requirements  of  this  service  will 
be  placed  on  the  eligible  list  for  apjMjintment  as  their  services 
may  be  required.  .  .  . 

The  firnt  six  months  after  appointment  shall  l>e  considered 
as  probationary  period,  to  observe  the  fitness  of  the  nurse  for 
this  service  and  her  adaptability  to  couilitiou:^  in  niarine  iios- 
pitals.  H  during  tlie  six  months,  a  nur^-^e  hat-  given  satisfac- 
tory service  and  has  met  the  requirements  of  the  Marine 
Hospital  Service,  she  may  then  hw(  me  a  permanent  mcndier 
of  the  Nurse  Corps,  if  she  so  desires.  She  must  then,  how- 
ever, conform  to  the  regulations  of  the  Civil  Service 
Commission.  .  .  . 


I 


Prior  to  July  1.  IDl^,  nurses  in  the  Public  Health  Service 
received  $70  a  month  for  the  lirat  two  yoara  of  service,  with 
proportionate  increases  for  longer  terms  of  service.  After 
July  1,  1J»10,  the  salary  was  increased  to  $80  a  month.  Chief 
nnrsoa  reccivi'd  n  has<*  pay  of  $!H1  a  month,  wliic^h  was  later 
increased  to  $100.  Quartcrw,  aiibsiatoncc  and  laundering  of 
unifonna  wero  furiiiahod  and  the  Tiursca  received  thirty  days* 
annual  leave  and  thirty  days'  sick  leave,  if  necessary,  within 
a  given  year. 


1028  HISTORY  OF  AMERICAN  RED  CROSS  NURSING 


The  miifoiin  to  be  woru  in  the  wards  was  a  white  cotton, 
one-piece  dross,  with  white  shoes  and  stockings.  Niirses  as- 
signed to  the  Public  Health  Nurse  Corps  who  were  members 
of  the  Red  Cross  Nursing  iSi-rviee  wore  permitted  to  wear  tlie 
Red  Cross  indoor  uniform  and  the  Red  Cross  cape.  However, 
if  they  were  accepted  as  permanent  members  of  the  corps, 
they  were  expected  to  secure  the  regulation  uniform  of  Uie 
corps.  Later  an  outdoor  uniform,  which  was  forest  green  in 
color  and  which  consisted  of  oxford  coat  and  skirt,  was  author- 
ized. The  insignia  of  the  Public  Health  Ser\'ice  was  a  bronze 
design  consisting  of  th<>  coiled  serjx'ut  of  ^sculftpius  with  a 
bronze  anchor  superimjwscd  ujkju  it. 

Perhaps  bi^cause  the  work  in  (he  murine  ami  (»lher  hospitals 
of  the  Public  Health  Service  dealt  with  the  ex-8er\'icc  men, 
or  because  the  arrangement  etfectcd  by  the  Red  Cross  offered 
temporary  employment  until  the  nurses  could  make  up  their 
minds  regarding  the  type  of  permanent  civilian  work  they 
wished  to  enter,  the  Public  Health  Service  was  for  a  time  very 
popular  with  the  demobilized  nurses.  By  July  1,  1022,  the 
American  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service  had  directly  assigned 
628  of  its  nurses  to  the  Public  Health  Nurse  Corps  and  had 
recommended  for  appointment  the  names  of  appn'ximatcly  tif- 
teen  hundred  others.  During  February,  1020,  the  Nursing 
Service  at  Natioiuii  Ileadqmirters  sent  the  papers  of  an  average 
of  twenty  nurses  a  day  to  Miss  Minnigerodc's  division. 

By  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  1920  the  Nurse  Corps  of  the 
Public  Health  Service  had  a  strength  of  1100  nurses.  Misf 
lfiunig(Tode  had  as  her  assistant  Clare  Gaffney,  a  graduate  of 
the  Maryland  General  Hospital  School,  of  Baltimore.  'Mlsa 
GafiFnoy  had  served  in  Sanitary  Zone  No.  9  for  twenty-two 
months,  and  in  November,  11I1I»,  liad  iK'cn  assigned  to  Wash- 
ington as  assistant  superintendent.  Miss  Minnigerode*s  stalf 
also  included  a  second  assistant,  ilary  Ruth  Swan,  who  w»» 
detailed  partially  to  the  Washington  headtiuarters  and  par- 
tially to  field  superAMsion.  Mela  C',  BrfM>ke  and  Main*!  K- 
Adams  were  also  assistants  to  Miss  Minuigerode  and  were  ad- 
signed  to  duty  iargi^ly  in  the  field.  **Ck>operative  relationsliipi 
had  also  l)een  established,"  stated  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Public  Health  Service  for  the  year  li»20,  "with  the  Federal 
Board  for  V^ocational  Kdu(>ation  with  regard  to  a  Muall  uursiDg 
force  which  had  been  found  necessary  for  the  proAooutioa  o£ 
medical  care  for  trainees  uf  that  Ikmrd."     Theso  nnrses  did 


I 
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general  medical  and  social  service  "follow-up"  work.  Tbcy 
were  uudtT  the  supervision  of  -Mrs.  Kathoriue  i\  Hough,  who 
was  on  duty  in  the  office  of  the  Chief  Medical  Otticcr  of  the 
Federal  Board, 

The  Annual  ReiK»rt  of  the  Public  Health  Service  for  the 
year  1920  continued; 

.  .  .  The  ^eatest  problem  with  which  the  nursing  section 
has  heeu  confroiitetl  is  the  inability  to  secure  an  adequate 
number  of  well-trniiuMl  nurycs  suitable  for  the  work.  ...  In 
addition  to  thU  the  rapid  orgauixation  of  a  female  nursing 
corps  has  thrown  new  buniens  on  the  Public  Health  Service 
iji  the  matter  of  securing  adequate  quarters  and  perfecting  an 
orgHuizaliou  for  the  diyfijdine  of  so  lar^e  a  corps.  These 
problems  are  being  met  gradually  but  the  question  of  quar- 
ters stiJl  remains  a  tlit!ioult  one.  .  .  . 

In  the  discipline  of  the  nursing  corps  there  has  been  found 
to  exist  a  certain  spirit  of  unrest  which  is  by  no  means  con- 
fined to  any  one  group  of  pers(uis,  and  this  has  resulted  in  a 
very  large  turnover,  which  it  is  lioped  may  be  avoided  during 
the  coming  year  because  it  does  much  to  militate  against 
the  efficiency  of  the  Corps  and  renders  more  difficult  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  high  morale.  .  .  . 

During  the  period  between  June  30,  1020,  and  July  1,  1921, 
tlie  cooperation  with  the  American  Red  Cross  continued  in- 
directly, but  the  nurses  were  referred  to  the  Public  Health 
Service  Xursc  Corps  with  roaimmendation  for  appointment 
rather  than  assigned  directly,  as  had  Ik-cu  the  procedure  under 
the  initial  agrocmont.  Of  the  l'Jr>0  nuraea  apointed  during  this 
fiscal  year,  only  269  were  recommended  through  the  Red  Cross; 
the  other  1081  w<;re  recruited  through  !Mis«  ifinuigerodo's 
office.  However,  the  publicity  given  to  the  nocda  of  the  Public 
Health  Nurse  Corps  by  the  Red  Cross  and  the  efforts  of  Red 
Cross  Division  Directors  of  Nursing  were  instrumental  in  se- 
curing these  Tuiraes.  During  this  period  the  further  develop- 
ment of  tiie  Nurse  Corps  progressed,  educational  projects  were 
launched  and  a  far  more  satisfactory  espiii  de  corps  was  built 
up  among  the  nurses.  One-fourth  of  the  nurses  who  resigned 
from  causes  other  than  ill-healfli  and  niarriage,  asked  for  re- 
instatement 

By  order  of  the  iSecretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  April  19, 
1921,   all  the  activities  of  the  rublic  Health  Service  which 
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related  to  the  beneficiarios  of  the  Bureau  of  War  Risk  Insur- 
ance, exi-ept  tliose  activities  relating  to  the  operation  of  hospitals 
and  dispensaries,  were  transferred  from  the  Public  Health] 
Service  to  the  Bureau  of  War  Risk  Insurance.  The  Sweet  Bill, 
which  was  approved  by  Congress  on  August  1>,  1921,  legalized 
this  ord*'r  and  created  the  Votcraus*  Bureau.  By  an  Executive 
Order  of  Afay  1,  1022,  all  hospitals  cariug  for  ex-service  men 
and  women  were  transferred  cm  that  date  from  the  Public 
Health  Service  to  the  Veterans'  Bureau  and  on  July  1  all  dis- 
pensaries, with  the  result  that  some  thousand  nurses  of  the 
Public  Health  Nurse  Corps  were  automatically  shifted  from 
Miss  Minnigerode's  division  to  that  of  the  superintendent  of 
the  Nurse  Corps,  V^etcrnus'  Bureau.  The  Nurse  Corps  of  the 
Public  Health  Sorvi*^  continued,  however,  to  be  maintained 
to  statT  the  hospitals  and  dispensaries  of  the  former  Bureau  of 
Marine  Hospitals  and  Relief  and  Reconstruction  aides  and 
dietitians  were  placed  in  Miss  ^liunigerode's  division  when  the 
hospitals  were  transferred.  On  Jul>'  1,  1022,  this  divisiou  had 
a  total  strength  of  4.'jO  nurses,  dietitians  and  aides. 

The  Nurse  Corps  of  the  Veterans'  Bureau  numbered  in  the 
summer  of  1M22  some  fourteen  hundred  nurses — tht>se  of  the 
former  Public  Health  hospitals,  those  of  new  hospitals  of  the 
Veterans'  Bureau  and  those  of  the  Federal  Board  of  Vocational. 
Re-education,     Marv  Agnes  Hickey  was  the  newly  HpiH>inted, 
superintendent.     Mrs.   Hickey  was  bom   in   Ireland  and   waa, 
graduated  in  1000  from  St.  Mary's  Hospital,  Brookl^Ti,  Nctr 
York.     She  had  extensive  experience  as  a  nurse  instnictor  and 
as  a  school  nurse.     She  went  overseas  in  11*18  for  service  with 
the  Red  Cross  Ciiildren^s  Bureau  but  in  the  military  Bhortage' 
was    assigned    to    the   Service   tfe    t^anU    to   nurse   American ' 
wounded    in    Fren<'h   hospitals.      She   was   transferred   to   tl)») 
Army  Nurse  C<jrpa  late  in  1918,  n»tumed  to  this  country  du] 
ing  the  following  year  iind  in  August  entered  the  Public  Hcall 
Nurse  Corps,  where  she  later  served  as  Miss  MinnigerodeV 
assistant. 

At  the  present  date  of  writing  the  organization  of  the  Nui 
Corps,    Wfcra  ns'    Hn  renu ,    has   not    U'cn    cut i  rely    perfectoA" 
However,  the  first  indication  that  the  Veterans'  Burenti  would 
](M>k  to  tlu»  I\ed  Cross  Nursing  Service  as  its  reserve,  at 
the  Public  Hcnhh  Service,  was  contained  in  a  letter  addi 
to  Miss  Jfthnson  on  July  5,  1022,  by  C-olonel  Robert  U.  Pal 
IcrsoU;  assistant  director  of  the  Veterans'  Bureau  and  formcrl? 
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chief  of  the  Red  Cross  Bureau  of  Medical  Service  in  1914. 
Colonel  Patterson  said  in  part  that  *'the  Bureau  desires  to  call 
your  attention  to  the  existing  shorta^^e  of  nurses  for  duty  in 
the  U,  S.  Veterans*  hospitals  and  to  request  that  you  do  what- 
ever you  are  ahle  toward  recruiting  nurses  for  this  service.  ,  ,  • 
To  be  eligible  for  appointment  to  this  service,'*  ho  added, 
''nurses  must  be  citizens  of  the  United  States,  graduutes  of 
recognized  training  sehoola  for  nurses,  rc*gistered  and  able  to 
qualify  under  the  regulations  of  the  Civil  Service  Commission. 
The  salaries  of  nurses  inehule  quarters,  subsistence  and  laun- 
dry, and  are  as  follows:  staif  nurses,  $1)00  per  annum;  head 
nurses,  $1020;  assistant  chief  nurses  and  acting  chief  nurses 
in  hospitals  of  less  than  200  beds,  $1200,  and  chief  nurses  in 
hospitals  of  200  beds  or  more,  $1584  per  annum.  Vacancies  in 
the  higher  grades  are  tilled  by  promotion  from  a  lower  rank, 
rather  than  by  new  appointments."' 

During  the  European  War  the  casualty  rate  among  Ameri- 
nurscs  in  military  service  seemed  high.  The  principal 
faiise  was  disease.  No  nurses  were  killed  in  action.  Four 
were  wounded  in  enemy  air  raids.  In  view  of  the  fact  that 
nurses  belong  to  the  sanitary  service  and  that  the  sanitary 
service  is  a  non-combatant  branch  of  the  Military  Establish- 
ment,  a  branch  protected  in  previous  modern  wars  by  interna- 
tional agreement  uud  foiinnonly  accepted  principles  of  hu- 
manitnriunisui,  this  Hgun*  is  iini<ine  in  the  history  of  American 
war  nursing.  The  American  nurses  wounded  in  lino  of  duty 
were  Beatrice  Mary  MacDonald.  a  nurse  member  of  Base  Hos- 
pital Xo.  2,  who  was  wounded  August  17,  1917,  while  on  de- 
tached duty  at  Casualty  Clearing  Station  No.  Gl,  British 
Expeditionary  Forces;  Eva  Jean  Parmelee,  of  Base  Hospital 
No.  5,  who  was  wounded  September  4,  1917,  while  on  duty  at 
her  base,  No.  11  General  Hospital,  British  Expeditionary 
Forces,  IJannes  Camiers.  France;  IsalM.'lle  Stauibaugh,  of  Base 
Hospital  No.  11,  who  was  wounded  March  2Zj  11*18,  while  on 
detached  duty  at  No.  42  Stationary  Hospital,  British  Expedi- 
tionary Forces,  Amiens,  and  Jane  Jeffery,  an  American  Red 
Cross  child  welfare  nurse  assigned  to  military  service,  who 
was  wouuded  on  July  15,  11)18,  at  American  Bed  Cross  Hoa- 
pital  No.  107,  Jouy-aur-Morin,  France. 

Of  the  23,000  American  nurses  in  military  service  from 
April  6,  1917,  to  November  11,  1019  (this  figiire  does  not  in- 
clude those  assigned  to  intlueiiza  relief  uor  those  working  at 
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Red  Cross  Chapter,  Division  or  National  Headquarters  or 
sending  tipon  Kcd  Cross  enrollment  coniniiitees),  over  three 
himJrod  died  from  diseases  eoutracted  in  line  of  duty,  and  440 
othrrs  siilTercd  total  or  partial  disability — a  total  of  some  749 
nurses.  Thus  three  out  of  every  hundred  nurses  either  died  or 
suffered  temporary  or  permanent  disability  from  war  nursizig 
service. 

The  number  of  Army  nurses  who  died  during  the  partieipa- 
tion  of  the  United  States  in  the  European  War  was  268;  of 
this  numlM^r  218  were  reserve  members  and  50  were  ri'^ular 
members.  The  number  of  Navy  nurses  who  died  during  tho 
same  period  was  28;  of  this  number  24  were  Araeriean  Red 
Cross  nurses,  one  was  a  reserve  nurse  but  not  assigned  through 
the  lied  Cross  and  throe  were  regular  members.  Thus  the 
number  of  American  Red  Cross  nurses  who  died  in  line  of 
duty  with  the  Army  and  Navy  was  242.  Forty  other  Red 
Cross  nurses  died  in  other  types  of  war  nursing,  so  the  total  of 
American  Red  Cross  nurses  who  died  in  line  of  duty  in  the 
European  War  was  282. 

Four  American  Red  Cross  nurses  died  in  line  of  duty  with 
American  Red  Cross  commissions  or  allied  relief  organizations 
overseas.  The  first  of  these  was  Nina  Tx>uise  Seymour,  who 
died  from  pneumonia  on  October  10,  1918,  at  American  Red 
('ross  Hospital  No.  114,  at  Poule,  France;  the  seetjnd  whs 
Nettie  Grace  !MeBride,  who  sii(»cuml>ed  to  typhus  fever  on  l)e- 
wmlx'r  23,  li»lH,  at  an  American  Ucd  (^ross  hospital  at  Timii'n, 
Siberia.  Jane  Delano  was  the  next  nurse  to  die  under  the  IM 
Cross  flag,  and  on  May  17,  1019,  Edith  May  Winchester  died 
from  typhus  at  Erivan,  Armenia,  while  on  duty  with  the  Ar- 
nieniaii  and  Syrian  Relief  Committee.  Three  others  of  tho 
282  nurses  were  killed  l>y  accidents;  one  when  the  airplane  in 
which  she  had  been  taken  for  a  flight  crashed,  and  the  other  two 
in  the  accident  on  the  S.  S.  Momjolm,  A  full  list  of  the  ICed 
Cross  nurses  who  died  in  military  service  may  be  foiind  in  the 
Appendix. 

Of  the  449  nurses  partially  or  permanently  disabled,  some 
twenty-live  per  cent  sutTered   from  tuberculosis.*"     The  high 

"ThiH  fijrure  w«b  taken  fnmi  information  fiirninhwl  bv  Amrrican  Red 
Crofcft  niirtirK  who  flllorl  niit  t)u>  qncftiunnniros  imunI  by  l)iTltinii  IWftftrl- 
ment«  of  Niiraiitg  to  all  fX-Mrnuv  Amrrican  Kect  OortMniirw*.  ArctTtilinj; 
to  %  coiDpiltttion  itruparf^l  in  tht  siuti-^tieal  divisiuu  u(  tlitf  Surjtoon  tit*fi* 
cral'a  ull'ui*.  tliv  juTci'ntHgv  of  inberitilosiii  among  iiurBca  admlttwl  ai  pa- 
tients in  Army  nonpitaU  waa  much  lower. 
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rftto  of  tuberculosis  came,  it  is  thought,  from  general  lowered 
vitality  due  to  the  lack  of  proper  heating  facilities  and  the 
long  hours  of  duty.  On  questionnaires  later  sent  out  by  the 
lied  Cross,  disabled  nurses  staled  that  they  had  first  suffered 
from  hea^'y  colds  but  had  not  stopped  to  report  them  and  take 
the  needed  rest  because  they  appreciated  that  their  inactivity 
would  place  the  burden  of  their  work  on  the  shoulders  of  their 
already  overburdened  sister  nurses.  Wliile  the  Red  Cross  made 
every  effort  to  secure  a  thorough  physical  examination  before 
the  nurse  was  admitted  to  the  Red  Cross  and  military  services, 
this  was  not  always  possible;  some  of  the  cxaniining  physicians 
were  thorough  but  some  were  lax.  Upon  reexamination  after 
they  had  seen  service  in  the  Army,  there  were  nurses  who  were 
found  physically  unfit  and  discharged.  Yet  even  with  every 
effort  ou  the  part  of  the  Army  to  sift  out  these  nurses,  it  is  quite 
possible  that  many  nurses  whose  vitality  was  not  sufficient  were 
retained  in  Army  service  because  of  the  acute  shortage  of  nurses 
and  the  brief  time  within  which  the  Army  and  the  Red  Cross 
was  called  upon  to  mobilize. 

Public  Act  320,  which,  it  will  be  remembered,  was  the  Con- 
grtTSsional  authorization  for  the  hospital  care  and  treatment  of 
beneficiaries  of  the  Bureau  of  War  Risk  luaurance,  had  espe- 
cially named  Army  and  Xavy  nurses  as  eligible  for  its  benefits. 
Amerieau  Red  Cn)8s  nurs^'S  on  duty  with  the  Army  or  tlie  Navy 
in  tliis  country  or  overseas  were  cared  for  in  special  infirmaries 
maintained  for  sick  nurses  by  the  base  hospitjil  to  which  they 
were  attached.  As  reserve  members  of  the  Army  and  Navy 
Nurse  Corp.s,  they  were  eligible  to  all  benefits  of  Federal  care, 
compensation  and  reeducation.  During  1018  Anny  nurses 
convalescent  in  this  country  were  sent  to  recuperate  at  Sea- 
bright,  the  country  estate  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jacob  Schiff,  which 
the  New  York  philanthropist  and  his  wife  had  turned  over  to 
the  Army.  Seabright  was  located  at  Redbank,  New  Jersey, 
and  "was  not  merely  a  house  but  just  a  big,  beautiful  sunshiny 
home,  with  everything  in  it  that  the  family  had  laved  and  en- 
joyed," wrote  M.  E.  Hiues,  an  Army  nurse  **It  offers  every 
mfort  one  could  imagine,"  she  continued.  "It  is  more  like 
fairy  tale  than  real  life,  for  it  is  actually  true  that  we  felt 
the  atmosphere  of  the  hominess,  the  hospitality,  the  pence  and 
rest  as  soi>u  as  we  entered  .  -  .  and  although  we  were  sent  by 
the  Government,  and  some  came  reluctantly  and  almost  in 
tears  because  they  didn't  know  or  couldn't  conceive  what  kind 
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of  a  place  it  was,  wc  left  more  reluctantly,  because  nowhere  ia 
there  another  place  like  it."  ^^  Seabright  was  maintained  en* 
tirely  by  the  generosity  of  its  owners,  although  the  Army  Nuri 
Corps  had  supervisory  autliority  over  the  nurses  sent  thci 
The  length  of  stay  ranged  from  two  weeks  to  tliree  mouthf 
depending  on  the  needs  of  each  patient,  and  the  nurses  were^ 
entertained  ut  no  cost  whatsoever  to  themselves.  Mr.  and  Mrs.! 
SehifT  also  gave  much  of  their  time  and  interest  to  tlie  nurses,^ 
Seahright  was  closed  during  the  last  days  of  October,  as  the* 
beating  facilities  were  inadequate  for  the  winter  months. 

Early  in  January,  1910,  a  rest  house  for  nurses  was  opened^ 
at  Riverdale,  New  York,  the  fonner  homestead  of  Grace  I)odge,i 
th*!  New  Ynrk  woman  phihmthrftpist  who  did  much  for  lh©*j 
estublishment  of  the  Young  Women's  Ohriatiun  AasueiationJ 
and  the  Central  Club  for  Nurses  in  New  York  City.  Mr.  am 
Mrs.  Cleveland  Dodge  offered  the  use  of  the  Riverdale  ostatoj 
to  the  Army  Nurse  Corps  and  continued  its  maintenance  until] 
the  spring  of  1020.  The  interior  of  the  house  was  charming, 
and  the  grounds  sloped  down  to  the  Hudson  River, 

The  manner  in  which  sick  Army  nurses  were  cared  for  over-J 
seas  was  described  by   Miss  8timson  in  her  ^'History  of  th< 
Nursing  Activities,   American   Expeditionary   Forces,   durin( 
the  War  Period  on  the  Western  Front:" 

Sick  nurses  have  Iteen  cared  for  in  various  waya.  In  somcj 
hospitals,  mxuh  nnrKcs  wore  kept  in  quarters.  This  methodj 
is  nnsati!*fa<-tf>r}-  and  slioulil  he  fnlinwed  only  when  no  oth«rl 
provision  is  available.  Some  hospitals  have  made  a  Hpet-iai 
part  of  the  uutm^s'  quarters  into  an  infirmary  aud  have  as-^ 
signed  nurses  to  duty  there  as  though  on  regular  duty  in  tho^ 
hos{)ital  wards.  Thib  plan  is  second  best.  The  must  i^Htis-j 
factory  siheme  is  to  liave  a  ward  or  part  of  a  ward  of  «()«ciAl 
roon).«  in  the  hosjutal  ])roper  set  apart  as  n  nurses*  \v-' 
to  which  all  nurses  unable  to  go  on  duty  for  anv 
rrnso!!  whatsoever  are  sent  at  once  and  where  they  reeeiv«j 
regular  cure  ns  patients. 

In  some  ernters,  it  has  bwn  found  advi«^hlc  to  have  a 
center  infirmary  in  one  of  the  hospitals,  to  wldch  all  the  sick 
nurdes  of  all  the  hospital?  of  tlie  center  are  sent.  While  thift] 
plan  of  concentration  made  for  economy  of  su(>i)Iirs  and  n\v 
iuft  fiUilT,  it  has  not  worked  out  satisfactorily  in  evfry  in- 
stance, owing  to  the  preju<Hee  which  exiMt«d  in  Uic  minds  uf 

^Amcriccn  Journal  of  A'wrviri^.  Vol.  18,  p.  172. 


DEMOBILIZATION 


1036 


most  sick  iiursps  to  being  rared  for  in  n  hospital  not  their 
owu  and  b^-  uur.sua  and  doctors  who  wtre  strangers  tu  thfm. 

Miss  Stimsoii  described  the  method  by  Avhich  sick  and  dis- 
abled Army  nuraea  were  returned  to  the  United  States  from 
foreign  service; 

The  evacuation  of  sick  nurses,  after  the  usual  olassification 
by  a  medical  Ijourd,  was  tlirougli  Base  Hospitu!  No.  8  at 
Savenay  up  to  February,  lUlH.  when  Base  Uospital  No.  113 
was  made  tJie  place  of  eollcction  fur  patient  nurses. 

The  following  paragraph  in  a  letter  dated  March  'S,  1919, 
from  the  Superintendent  of  the  Anuy  JJurse  Corps  to  the 
Director  of  Nursing,  A.  K.  ¥.,  staled  the  plan  for  the  dispo- 
sition of  sick  nurses  upon  their  arrival  in  the  United  States: 
*^Those  who  arrive  in  tlic  United  States  as  patients  may  go 
home  if  they  ihenisehed  desire  to  do  so,  provided  they  make 
au  official  request  for  relief  from  service,  stating  at  the  same 
time  that  they  dcBiri*  to  forego  further  treatment  a4  govern- 
ment expenr-c.  The  Medicid  Department  is  most  desirous  of 
giving  all  nurses  every  opportunity  to  regain  so  far  as  possi- 
ble their  normal  health,  so  unless  the  nurses  themselves  de- 
sire to  go  home,  they  will  in  all  cases  be  furnished  with  proper 
care  as  long  as  it  is  needed. 

When  acutely  sick  and  disabled  nurses  arrived  in  New  York 
they  were,  if  they  so  desired,  scut  directly  to  Army  base  hos- 
pitals in  this  country  for  further  care.  Yet  among  the  many 
home-coming  nurses  were  women  whose  sickness  and  disability 
had  not  yet  become  acute  enough  for  them  to  have  requested 
hospitalization.  Thoy  returned  to  New  York,  got  their  dis- 
charge from  the  Army  and  plunged  into  civilian  nursing  again, 
only  to  find  that  their  Ivealth  had  been  undermined  and  that 
they  were  unable  to  work.  The  nurses  suffering  from  tubercu- 
losis offered  examples  of  this  type  of  incipient  disability.  They 
Were,  however,  still  eligible  for  Federal  aid,  but  there  was  no 
provision  for  their  treatment  and  earc  during  the  period  when 
they  were  establisliing  their  chiiias  or  during  convalescence, 
after  they  had  Ix^cn  discharged  from  hospitals  of  the  Public 
Health  Service.  For  nurses  sick  or  disabled  in  Red  Cross  for- 
eign service,  there  was  no  provision  whatsoever. 

The  four  women  whose  position  best  enabled  them  to  befriend 
and  aid  sick  and  disabled  nurses  were  Florence  Johnson  and 
Christine    Nuno,    at   Atlantic    Division    Headquarters;    Miss 
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No^'ca,  at  i^atioiial  HeadquartiTS,  luid  Misa  Minnigerode,  in 
the  Pnlilif  Hcultli  Sorvicc.  Miss  Johnson  and  Miss  Nunc  met 
the  sii^k  niirsos  on  the  docks  and  their  interest  and  sturdy  labors, 
did  not  eease  until  each  nnrs*^  had  claimed  and  received  the  care 
and  compensation  provided  hy  Federal  law  for  Army  and  Navy 
nurses  or  hy  National  iloadtjuartors  for  nurses  under  special 
lied  Cross  service  overseas. 

Christine  Nuno  was  Miss  Johnstn's  assistant.  She  had 
been  graduated  in  11)14  from  the  School  of  Nursing  at  St, 
Luke^s  Uospital,  New  York  City,  Slie  was  for  some  months 
chief  mirsc  of  the  base  hospital  at  Camp  Meade,  Maryland, 
and  was  then  transferred  to  New  York  and  served  as  cliief 
nurse  of  Debarkation  Hospital  No.  5.  In  June,  1910,  she  was 
discharged  from  the  Army  and  went  to  Atlantic  Division  Head- 
quarters to  assist  ^[iss  Johnson  in  locating  and  caring  for  sick 
nurses,  a  task  for  which  her  unfailingly  happy  disposition  made 
her  admirably  fitted.  Beneath  a  manner  bubbling  over  with 
sheer  exuberance  of  spirits,  she  possessed  a  very  real  and  deep 
sympathy  for  each  and  every  one  of  the  sick  nurses  %7hoin  she 
piloted  tlirough  the  mazes  of  Federal  adjn.stment.  Her  good 
cheer  aeemitd  liniitlesa,  her  enthusiasm  could  not  be  cooled  by 
any  amount  of  red  tape  and  delay,  and  in  her  company  the 
sick  nurses  took  heart  and  laughed  with  her. 

Through  the  Ked  Cross  Bureau  of  Information  for  Nurses^ 
Miss  Johnson  and  MLsa  Nuno  came  in  contact  with  many  sick 
and  disabled  nurses  who  were  being  held  in  New  York  pending 
investigation  and  hospitalization  by  the  Public  Health  Service, 
These  nurses  neodcxl  good  accommodations  and  supervisory  aid 
in  presenting  their  claims;  however,  the  prices  existing  in  New 
York  hotels  were  Wyond  their  resources,  especially  since  iho 
majority  of  them  had  not  yet  begun  to  receive  compensation 
from  the  Veterans'  Bureau.  The  Atlantic  Division  accordingly 
engaged  accomtnodationa  for  ten  nurses  at  an  ex<H»llent  hot(d  on 
Mudiann  Sijuare,  and  sick  and  disabled  nurscfl  wcr©  cared  for 
tlicre  without  charge  until  their  claiuis  were  settled  and  ihcy 
could  leave  New  York.  As  soon  as  the  numbers  of  aick  nurses 
passing  through  New  York  decreased,  these  rooms  were  relin- 
quished. At  the  same  hotel  were  «juartenMi  the  students  of  the 
Army  School  of  Nursing  who  were  taking  their  public  health 
training  at  Henry  Street  Seltlenicnl.  The  Surgi^jn  Qcnoral  of 
the  Army  had  requested  assistance  from  the  Red  Cross  lo  en* 
able  these  stiideuts  to  secure  instruction  in  public  health  nurt- 
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ing,  and  the  Executive  Committee  on  January  l.'J,  1J)21,  appro- 
priated a  fund  of  $40,000  for  their  inaintenanee  while  they 
were  at  Teaeliers'  OoHegi?  and  Henry  Street. 

The  hotel  on  Mndifion  Square  pn>vided  eomfortahle  quartere 
for  sick  nurses  detained  in  New  York  City  but  did  not  meet 
the  need  for  a  convalescent  home  where  nurses  raip;ht  live  sev- 
eral weeks  in  the  country  at  reasonable  expense  and  in  attract- 
ive surroundings.  On  July  1,  10:20,  '*The  Evergreens,"  a 
twelve-acre  country  estate  at  Bay  Shore  overlooking  Great 
South  Bay  on  the  S(inthern  shore  of  Long  Island,  New  York, 
was  leased  and  opened  as  a  eonvaleseent  home.  In  the  Annual 
Report  for  the  year  ending  June  ;iO,  1921,  Miss  Noyes  wrote 
of  the  Bay  Shore  Convalescent  Home: 

Its  use  was  not  restricted  to  Red  Cross  nurses  alone  and  it 
has  been  patronized  by  the  United  States  Public  Health  Serv- 
ice, the  \Var  Risk  and  Ihp  Federal  Boards.  During  the  past 
twelve  months,  204  nurses  have  sojourned  there  and  have  de- 
rived great  benefit  from  the  opportunities  for  relaxation  and 
convalescent  care,  Mabel  Fletcher,  a  Red  Croes  nurse,  is  the 
hostess.  Up  to  June  30.  1931,  the  expenses  of  running  the 
house  had  amounted  to  $12.JU7  but  it  is  felt  that  the  value 
of  this  convalescent  home  to  the  nurses  and  to  the  Red  Cross 
cannot  be  easily  measured  in  money.  .  .  .  The  majority  of 
the  nurses  not  only  pay  their  way  but  frequently  supplement 
their  board  bills  with  money  donations  of  appreciation.  In 
this  way,  much  of  the  expense  has  been  met. 

Throughout  the  period  of  demobilizatian,  nurses  were  slow 
to  report  their  disability  to  the  field  representatives  of  the 
Bureau  of  War  Risk  Insuram-e  and  to  claim  hospitalizntion 
and  vocational  reeducation.  The  following  arrangement,  as 
reported  by  Miss  Minni^rode,  was  finally  effected: 

Tt  should  be  a  matter  of  rommon  knowledge,  from  the  wide 
publicity  given  this  .\ct,  that  nurses  also  are  eligible  for  treat- 
ment under  the  Bureau  of  War  Risk  Insurance.  The  Public 
Health  Service  in  oooppnition  with  the  American  Red  Cross, 
has  agreed  that  the  Red  Cross  Division  Directors  of  Nursing 
may  refer  cases  of  nurses  requiring  treatment  to  the  district 
supervisor  of  the  Public  Health  Service,  who  will  give  in- 
structions as  to  the  procedure  required  to  obtain  treatment 
and  who  will  al?o  make«arrangements  for  tlie  hospitalization 
of  nurses  needing  care. 
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In  order  to  facilitate  action,  four  Division  Directors  of 
Nursing  in  different  parts  of  the  country  have  been  appointed 
as  t-onsulting  oftieern  in  the  Public  Health  Service,  witlj 
authority  to  confer  with  district  supervisors  concerning  treat- 
ment for  nurnes.  Tb*?se  nurses  are:  Floren(*e  M.  Johnson, 
New  York;  Jane  Van  de  Vre<lG.  Atlanta;  Lyda  Anderson, 
St.  Louis;  and  Lillian  L.  White,  San  Francis(*o. 

Nursea  are  also  eligible  under  the  Federal  Board  of  Voea- 
tional  Education  and  can  lake  any  training  they  desire,  iu 
just  the  same  way  as  do  soldiers.  .  .  .  Any  nurse  phyeitally 
unable  to  purnue  her  nursing  work,  an  a  result  of  her  military 
service,  should  be  eligible.  Application  for  this  training 
should  also  be  made  to  the  Red  Cross  Division  Director  of 
Nursing,  who  understands  how  to  reach  the  Federal  Board 
and  how  arrangements  for  vocational  education  should  be 
made." 


Still  the  nurses  continued  to  bold  back  from  claiming  Federal 
aid.  Now  and  ihttu  word  of  an  unusually  nufortuuatr  cash 
would  percolate  to  the  office  of  one  of  tlic  four  Division  direc- 
tors and  she  would  investigate  the  case,  but  this  system  was 
highly  unsatisfactory.  In  1021  Miss  Johnson  sent  out  a 
questionnaire  to  every  ex-service  nurse  in  the  Atlantic  Division 
and  the  information  received  proved  of  such  value  in  locating 
disabled  nuraea  that  Miss  Noyes  authorized  all  the  Division 
directors  to  send  out  similar  (juestionnairea.  The  following 
is  an  example  of  the  questionnaire  used;  us  tilled  in,  it  is  typi- 
cal of  the  answers  received  from  many  nurses: 

Division:  Pafific        Questionnaire        Date:  April  SO,  1923 

1.  Name;   W .  Lucie  M. 

2.  Address.  Temporary: 
Pennanent:  1215  ISih  St.,  Stunimento,  Calif. 

3.  Ked  Cross  Badge  Number:  ;S?74^  {Joined  Red  CroM  in 
1914). 

4.  Date  of  apfwintment  to  service;  December  SI,  1927, 
6.  Date  of  ilischarge  fn»m  service:  March  27,  191S 

6.  Service  with  Army:  Ves 
Navy 

Red  Cross:  Fm 

U.  S.  Public  TIenlth  Servire  Sanitarv  Zone 
Emergency,   Influenza    Epidemii-,   Disaster, 

etc. 

7.  Condition  of  health  on  discharge:  physticalty  exhausted. 

Amrrican  Journal  of  \ur»ing.  Vol.  20,  p.  801. 
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8.  Condition  of  health  at  present  time:  good. 

9.  Approximate  datf  of  illness,  if  any  and  where:  October  1, 
1915.  in  New  York  City.  It  was  this  illness  of  ncrt'oits 
exhausiion  which  rendered  me  unfit  for  extensive  Army 
service, 

10.  Have  you  notified  the  Veterans*  Bureau  or  the  Red  Cross 
Nursing  Service:  No. 

11.  Are  you  drawing  eompeusatiou  from  the  VeteranB*  Bu- 
reau :  No, 

Date  granted. 
Number. 

Hospitalization,  if  any. 

Name  and  address  of  doctor  by  whom  examined. 
13.  Remarks:  >V(?  above, 

13.  Vocational  training:  Yes,  at  my  own  expense. 
Number. 

Where:  Simmons  College,  Boston,  Mass, 
What  kind:  Public  he/ilth  nnrtting  course, 
Lcn^h  of  course:  nine  months. 

14.  RemiirLs:  flare  never  asked  benefits  for  myself  from  the 
American  Red  Cross, 

15.  Date  grunted. 

16.  Pre.«ent  occupation:  Public  health  nursing  covei^ng  Sac* 
ramento  County  under  direction  of  American  Red 
Cross,  Sacramento  Chapter. 

As  an  example  of  the  furlher  intjereat  which  the  Red  CroBS 
took  in  the  cx-scrvicc  nurse,  when  the  qucstionnuire  came  into 
Pacific  Division  headquarters,  Miss  White,  Division  Director 
of  Nursing,  referred  it  to  the  Red  Cross  Bureau  of  Poat-War 
Service,  which  was  a  continuation  of  Rod  Cross  Home  Service 
for  ex-scr\'ice  men,  and  the  director  wrote  the  following  reply 
to  Miss  W : 


Miss  Lillian  L.  White  ,  .  .  has  handed  me  your  ques- 
tionnaire of  April  '20  for  acknowledgment  and  reply.  We 
note  that  your  pres^ent  physical  condition  is  fair,  but  that  you 
were  in  poor  health  at  the  time  of  your  discharge,  probably 
caused  by  an  ag^'ravation  of  an  illiiesH  sufTcred  prior  to  en- 
lishment.  In  order  that  your  future  interests  may  be  safe- 
guarded, may  we  state  that  the  sub-district  ofBce  of  the 
Veterans*  Bureau,  Merchantfi  National  Rank  Riiihlfng,  Sacra- 
mento— that  branch  of  the  Government  resfwnsible  for  ti»e 
administration  of  the  War  Hisk  Act — is  authorized  to  extend 
medical   care,  hospitalization,   compensation   and   vocational 
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training  to  former  reserve  members  of  the  Army  Nurse  Corps, 
who  may  now  be  incapacitated  with  fliflabilities  which  are  a 
result  of  military  service.  We  are  ullering  tliis  information, 
should  a  relapse  of  the  illnefls  you  suffered  prior  to  your  serv- 
icp  with  the  Army  Nurse  Corps  occur,  which  might  make  you 
eli;jil)le  to  tlie  benefits  of  the  War  Risk  Insurance  Act. 

If  you  have  any  unadjusted  claims  ajrainat  the  Government 
such  as  lil>erty  loan  allotment,  adjustment  of  back  pay,  thia 
office  is  available  to  serve  you. 

Of  the  449  disabled  nurses,  twenty-two  were  nurses  who  had 
mcurrod  their  disability  while  in  active  service  under  the 
American  Red  Cross,  To  care  for  tbera  and  for  other  members 
of  its  overseas  personnel  who  be<:ame  ill  in  line  of  duty,  the 
Commission  for  France  estublishod  a  special  hospital,  American 
Red  Cross  Hospital  No.  101,  at  Neuilly,  near  Paris;  it  was 
arranged  that  sick  members  of  other  American  welfare  organi- 
zations could  also  be  sent  to  No,  101, 

Owing  to  the  exorbitant  prices  which  prevailed  in  France 
in  1D18,  need  arose  for  a  convalescent  home  where  niirses  on 
Army,  Navy  and  Red  Cross  service  might  go  to  recuperate 
when  they  no  longt?r  needed  h«>spitnlization.  The  Nurses'  Bu- 
reau at  Paris  Headquarters  in  July,  1018,  opened  a  convales- 
cent home  at  1x3  Croisic,  a  quaint  little  iishiug  village  on  the 
Brittany  coast.  The  house  M'as  located  on  a  stretch  of  sandy 
beach  overlooking  the  ocean  and  had  accommodations  for  ono 
hundred  nurses  on  convalescence  or  on  leave.  **Thc  got)d  food, 
tlje  fresh,  bracing  air.  the  fine  bathing  and  the  pictures<pie 
Breton  peasant  life,"  %vroto  Miss  Hall,  "combined  to  make  T-a 
Croisic  an  idcnl  resting  pljice  for  nurses  and  workers  worn 
\(^ith  the  strain  of  war  service.  The  rates  of  ten  francs  a  day 
were  most  rcRSOuable  and  brought  the  home  within  the  means 
of  all." 

In  November,  1918,  the  home  at  I^o  Croisic  waa  closed  on 
account  of  the  climate,  and  tlie  Hotel  du  Cap  at  the  Cap  of 
Antibcs,  near  Cannes,  in  the  Riviera,  was  opened  January  6, 
11119,  as  a  substitute-  Accommtnlations  were  developed  to 
receive  some  two  hundred  convales/'cnt  Rod  Cross  women  p<T- 
laonnel  there.  Five  public  health  nurses  were  sent  down  to  do 
visiting  and  general  nursing.  Kate  C.  Hough  was  the  super- 
vising nurso.  ]Hrfl.  Hough  was  a  graduate  of  the  Newark  City 
Hospital  School  of  Nursing  and  had  done  private  duty,  hos- 
pital, district  and  industrial  nursing  prior  to  her  aaBignmeDt 
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in  March,  1918,  to  the  Red  Cross  Children's  Bureau.  For 
some  six  weeks  during  the  iniliUirv  rriHis  of  tht^  siiiaiuer  of 
1918,  Mrs.  Hough  cared  for  American  wounded  in  French 
hospitals  under  the  special  arrangement  effected  by  tlic  Ameri- 
can Ked  Cross  and  the  Service  de  Sanie.  W^ith  this  wide  ejc- 
perienee  and  witli  native  executive  ability  iind  initiative,  she 
developed  at  the  Hotel  du  Cap  at  Cannes  a  convalescent  home 
which  the  nurses  who  visited  her  described  as  ideal.  The 
location  was  one  of  rare  beauty,  the  food  was  excellent  and  the 
aluioHphere  which  peraieated  the  hotel  one  of  kindly  interest 
and  solicitude. 

Many  of  the  nurses  who  scn'ed  overseas  with  the  American 
Red  Cross  were  returned  to  the  United  States  on  Army  trans- 
ports. When  those  who  had  Ik^cu  taken  sick  or  had  been  dis- 
abled in  Red  Cross  service  arrived  in  New  York  they  were 
temporarily  cared  for  at  the  hotel  on  Aladison  Square  or  at 
Bay  Shore  until  settlement  of  tlicir  Red  Cross  insurance  could 
be  effected.  The  provision  made  fnr  them  by  National  Head- 
quarters was  the  same  as  that  made  for  all  Red  Cross  workers 
in  foreign  service.  As  this  arrangement  was  unique  in  the 
history  of  insurance,  a  brief  account  of  it  will  be  given. 

previous  to  1917  the  Executive  Committee  bad  individually 
considered  every  case  of  sickness,  disability  or  death  of  u  Red 
Cross  worker  and  had  made  specific  reeonimenJutlons  on  each, 
but  with  the  large  numbers  of  Red  Cross  personnel  who  were 
being  sent  overseas  in  11)17  it  was  seen  that  a  more  standard- 
ized arrangement  would  have  to  be  effected.  At  a  meeting  held 
Septemlx-r  28,  1917,  the  Executive  Committee  instructed  the 
War  Council  "to  make  an  investigation  of  plans  for  providing 
insurance  for  persons  engaged  in  Red  Cross  work  in  foreign 
countries  .  .  ,  and  to  report  to  the  Executive  Committee  for 
action." 

The  War  Council  immediately  appointed  a  National  Advis- 
ory  Committee  on  Insurance,  the  meml)er8  of  which  were  the 
actuaries  of  the  foremost  insurance  companies  in  th<*  United 
States.  Arthur  Hunt^^T,  cliief  actunry  uf  the  New  York  Life 
Insurance  Company,  was  the  cli;nrmiin;  Heudon  Chubb,  ad- 
viser to  the  Bureau  of  War  Risk  Instiraiice  and  an  authority  on 
marine  insurance,  was  one  of  the  members.  Among  other  mem- 
bers were  R.  Henderson,  actuary  of  the  Equitable  Life;  A.  A. 
Welch,  of  the  Ph<x*nix  ilutual;  Cieorge  W(H>dward,  of  the  Met- 
ropolitan Life;  Henry  Moer,  of  the  Home  Life;  Wendell  M. 
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Strong,  of  the  Mutual  Life;  B.  D.  Flynn,  of  the  Travelerfl 
Insurance  Company,  and  J.  II.  Wo<3dwnrd,  actuary  of  the 
New  York  State  Industrial  Conauission. 

The  Insurance  Committee  immediately  began  to  invefitigate 
the  possibility  of  having  Red  Cross  overseas  personnel  included 
under  the  War  Risk  insurance  laws  as  Federal  liabilities,  ia 
that  th(^  Red  Cross  was  a  semi-governmental  organization.  Con- 
gress was  approached  on  the  subject  but  it  was  decided  that  if 
the  benelits  of  the  War  Risk  Insurance  and  disability  lawa 
were  extended  to  Red  Cross  workers^  they  would  have  to  be 
extended  also  to  the  workers  of  all  welfare  organizations,  a 
procedure  manifestly  impossible.  Moref»ver,  conimcrcial  com- 
panies refused  to  insure  Red  Cross  personnel  going  into  foreign 
service;  they  felt  the  risk  to  be  too  great  because  Red  Crosii 
foreign  service  called  for  the  assignment  of  nurses,  ambulance 
drivers,  outpoat  and  line  of  communication  canteen  W(»rker8 
to  points  second  only  in  danger  to  that  of  the  front  line.  Hence 
with  the  doors  of  Federal  and  commercial  aid  closed  to  its  over- 
seas personnel,  the  majority  of  whom  were  men  and  women 
of  moderate  means  with  one  or  more  dependents,  tlie  Wtr 
Council  felt  that  the  Red  Cross  nnist  devise  its  own  insurance. 

Accordingly,  the  Committee  prepared  several  plans  and  sub* 
mitted  them  to  the  War  Council,  which  recommended  to  the 
Executive  Committee  that  the  so-ealled  "s<»eond  plan,"  with 
various  modifications  from  time  to  time,  be  accepted.  The 
fExecutive  Committee  at  a  meeting  held  on  December  6,  1017, 
approved  the  following  plan,  which  was  without  0O6t  to  tbo 
workers : 


The  Hod  Cross  has  procured  life,  health  and  accident  insnr- 
ance  for  its  workers  abroad.  .  .  .  The  insurance  granted  ia 
substantiallv  sh  fullown: 

1.  A  policy  of  life  insurance  on  the  term  plan  in  the  sum  of 
$1000  for  each  worker. — payahlc  in  evctil  of  death  or  in 
event  of  total  and  permanent  disability  from  any  cjjuie, 
payment  for  total  and  permanent  dii^ahility  to  be  made  at 
the  end  of  two  years  from  date  of  disaliility,  and,  in  the 
meantime,  the  worker-  receives  the  weekly  indemnity  de- 
scribed in  the  next  para^jraph. 

2.  A  poli<7  of  accident  and  health  insurance  which  provides 
for  the  payment  of  weekly  indemnities  of  $20  per  week 
in  the  case  of  total  disability  resulting  from  boilily  injury 
or  diseoM,  and,  in  addition,  provides  for  the  payment  of 
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$500  in  the  eveut  of  certain  permanent  injuries  as  men- 

tioned  in  the  policy. 
The  weekly  indemnity  paymoiitH  are  to  commence  four 
weeks  from  the  date  of  disability  and  oontinue  until  ditiubility 
ceases,  not  exceeding  a  total  period  of  two  years  from  date  of 
ditial)ili(y.  During  the  first  four  weeks  necessary  medical  care 
and  aUcution  will  be  fumiBlieJ  by  llie  Hed  Cross  without  cost. 


In  adopting  this  plan  the  Red  Cross  appreciated  that  this 
sum  of  $1000  would  iKit  he  a<k*quate  to  provide  for  a  btMie- 
ficiarv  totally  diaahlnd  in  Kcd  Cross  foriMgn  sen'ice.  Such  a 
pnivision  hiv  whtdlv  beyond  the  powers  of  the  society.  How- 
ever, National  licadquarters  felt  that  this  health  and  accident 
insurance  and  this  sum  of  $1(K)0  in  cuso  of  total  disability  lay 
within  Kcd  Cross  resources  and  would  prove  of  some  real 
assistance  to  a  disabled  worker  or  to  his  or  her  beneficiary. 

In  developing  this  plan  the  Red  Cross  set  up  at  National 
Ileadquarlers  in  April,  11)18,  a  Bureau  of  Insurance,  of  which 
Robert  C.  Knthlioue,  of  New  York  City,  was  the  director.  He 
was  followed  in  October  of  the  same  year  by  Winiield  A. 
Wilson,  Mr.  Wilson  had  been  engaged  previously  in  insurance 
work  in  Washington  and  he  had  char/j^e  of  the  seven  phases  of 
insurance  which  were  used  by  National  Headquarters  to  pro- 
tect the  Red  Cross  in  its  many  activities. 

The  plan  for  life,  health  and  accident  insurance  included 
the  utilization  of  large  commerciiil  insurance  companies  to 
"which  the  Red  Cross  paid  premiums,  so  that  the  Red  Cross 
knight  profit  by  the  field  organization  of  the  large  companies. 
In  the  matter  of  the  payment  of  premiums  the  Ited  Cross  en- 
countered the  first  "snag."  State  and  Federal  law  declared 
that  insurance  premiums  must  be  a  fi^xed  premium;  the  Red 
Cross,  however,  was  loath  to  have  any  profits  accrue  from  con- 
tracts which  they  were  obliged  to  place,  so  the  Advisory  Com- 
mittee appealed  to  the  Insurance  Commission  of  the  State  of 
New  York  (the  hub  of  the  insurance  world)  to  have  an  excep- 
tion made  to  embrace  the  R<'d  Cross  plan,  which  provided  that 
all  premiums,  minus  actual  losses,  taxation  and  a  small  charge 
for  service,  should  revert  to  the  Red  Cross,  The  Commissioner 
vetoed  the  appeal  but  the  Advisory  Committee  carried  it  to  the 
Legislature  «tf  the  State  of  New  York,  where  the  existing  laws 
were  amended,  making  possible  the  Red  Cross  insurance  on  a 
non-profit  basis. 
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The  result  of  this  ruling  was  seen  when  on  December  1, 
1019,  the  Red  Cross  by  vote  of  the  Executive  Committee  de- 
cided to  self-assume  the  life  insurance  and  permanent  disability 
clauses  of  its  insurance.  This  decision  brought  an  accounting 
whereby  the  sum  of  actual  losses,  taxation  and  a  small  charge 
for  service  were  deducted  from  the  total  amount  of  premiums 
paid  from  time  to  time  by  the  Red  Cross  to  the  insurance  com- 
pnnios,  and  tlie  balance  was  returned  to  the  Red  Cross.  This 
sum  amounted  to  $204,000. 

Several  months  after  the  Red  Cross  had  asstmied  this  phase 
of  its  insurance,  the  Executive  Committee,  upon  Mr.  Wilson's 
recommendation,  voted  a  change  in  the  plan  of  payment  of  the 
$1000  due  under  the  total  disability  clause  of  tlie  life  contract, 
to  the  disabled  worker.  The  original  provision  called  for  pay- 
ment of  the  face  of  the  contract  amounting  to  $1000  if  at  the 
end  of  two  years  the  disability  was  adjudged  to  be  of  a  perma- 
nent and  total  character.  Tliis  clause  was  changed  so  that  at 
the  end  of  the  two-year  period  the  worker  having  received  the 
indemnity  under  the  health  and  accident  policy  paid  only  for 
total  disability,  would,  if  disabled,  be  considered  totally  dis- 
abled witliin  tlie  detinition  of  tlie  provision,  whereby  the  $1000 
would  Ik*  paid  in  weekly  installments  of  twenty  dollars  each  in- 
stead of  in  a  lump  sum.  This  change  was  made  Ijecause  of  tlio 
obvious  ditiiculty  of  dnterminiug,  even  by  medical  examina- 
^'tion,  what  const itiitcd  peminupnt  disability.  The  new  contraci 
insured  to  the  disabled  worker  a  steady  income  for  practically 
another  year.  After  the  expiration  of  this  fifty  weeks'  allot- 
ment the  ease  was  closed.  In  the  cas<»  of  death  of  the  insured^ 
the  sum  was  paid  in  a  lump  sum  to  the  beneficiary. 

National  lleadiiuarlers  continued,  however,  to  handle  its 
health  and  accident  insurance  through  the  Travellers*  losor- 
•nee  Company  that  it  might  U'  UMielitid  by  the  assistance  of 
the  field  staff  nf  that  company  in  preventing  malingering. 

The  provisions  described  al»ove  protected  Army,  Navy  and 
Red  Cross  nurses  assigned  to  duty  with  Red  Cn^as  foreign  oom- 
missions.  No  protection  was,  however,  available  for  Red  CroM 
nurses  who  Ix-oaine  sick  or  disabled  while  temporarily  assigned 
by  the  Red  Cn»fts  to  inniiett/u  relief  in  cantonment  hospitals  or 
in  emergency  hospitals  established  for  the  civilian  sick.  Cases 
of  this  tvfH'  were  numerous  and  finally  in  1920  Miss  Noyw 
succeeded  in  getting  Xari<inal  lleadijuarters  to  include  them 
among  Ited  Cross  responsibilities.     But  they  were  never  in* 
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eluded  in  the  insurance  plan,  which  was  purely  for  the  iHiuefit 
of  Rod  Cross  workerH  in  foreign  aorviee  for  the  80ci(»ty. 

Such  were  the  govenimeiit  and  Red  Cross  provisions  for  sick 
and  disabled  nurses.  Yet  even  in  tlie  best  regidatcd  and 
equipped  hospitals  of  the  Public  Health  Service,  or  in  the  lux- 
urioiis  and  sympathetic  environment  at  Bay  Shore,  the  plight 
of  the  disabled  ex-service  nurse  was  as  pitiable  as  that  of  the 
disabled  ex-service  man.  Mental  cases  could  not  be  admitted 
to  Bay  Shore^  and  perhaps  some  of  the  bitterest  agony  of  the 
war  was  endured  by  nurses  iu  government  hospitals — nurses 
who  were  trying  to  regain  their  mental  and  nervous  poise; 
like  the  sheli-ahocked  ex-soldiers,  nothing  seemed  worth  while 
and  they  often  ate  their  hearts  out  in  long  periods  of  extreme 
melancholia. 

Not  the  care  given  or  not  given  to  exceptional  cases  but  that 
given  to  the  rank  and  file  will  have  determined  whether  or  not 
the  Government  and  the  Red  Cross  met  their  obligations  to- 
ward the  women  who  sacrificed  health  and  means  of  livelihood 
in  order  that  American  men  might  have  skilled  nursing  care  in 
their  hour  of  need.  Cases  of  neglect  may  have  occurred  just  as 
likely  as  case^  of  **goldbricking,"  that  tenu  applied  to  soldiers 
and  nurses  pauperized  by  too  much  help.  That  the  (Jovernmeut 
and  the  Red  Vnysn  did  its  duty  generously  and  in  kindly  spirit 
to  at  least  one  siok  and  disabled  nurse  and  that  this  aid  was 
truly  appreciated,  is  shown  in  the  following  letter  written  to 
a  Red  Cross  Division  Director  of  Nursing  by  a  disabled  ex- 


Ber\'ice  nurse 


Your  vnry  kind  letter  .  .  .  came  on  Monday,  and  in  reply 
I  would  like  to  say  that  I  have  been  receiving  full  compensa- 
tion since  my  discharge  from  the  Army.  1  must  say,  too, 
tliat  nothing  could  exreerl  the  kindness  and  ronsideratiou  and 
good  care  with  which  1  have  be<;n  truutcd  ^inee  I  Jirst  look  ill 
in  October,  liUJ^.  I  was  in  live  diiTerent  hosjiitalrf  in  Frani'C 
and  three  in  the  United  States  and  ia  e\ery  une  uf  them  I  was 
treated  vvitli  the  greatest  kindness  and  I  know  I  owe  my  life 
to  the  care  1  received.  1  wish  I  could  make  you  underntaiid 
how  much  I  appreciated  it  all.  My  long  illness,  pneumonia, 
followed  by  empyemia,  was  made  bearable  and,  between  the 
painful  periods,  very  plejisant.  I  have  read  and  lieard  many 
complaiiits  from  nurses  regarding  their  treatment  in  the 
Army,  but  I  have  absolutely  no  eoniplflints  to  make.  Nothing 
could  exceed  the  courtesy  and  kinduesn  I  have  received  from 
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every  one  with  whum  I  came  iu  contact.  I  am  afraid  my 
nursing  days  are  over,  but  I  am  ^lad  to  be  home.  The  climate 
here  \»  dry  and  cold  and  ppcms  to  be  the  only  one  that  agre(*a 
with  me.  I  have  had  several  nht;ces*;ei*  in  my  lung  8im*e  the 
incision  healed.    Apart  from  that  I  feel  fairly  well. 

Thauk  you  bo  much  for  your  kind  offer  of  service.  The 
only  tiling  T  find  any  need  of  is  reading  matter.  We  are 
twenty  miles  from  a  town  of  any  size  and  you  may  be  gure  I 
make  the  trip  verj'  seldom.  I  should  be  very  glad  indeed  for 
l)ooks  or  magazincH. 

One  of  the  projects  of  the  nursing  profession  during  the 
demobilization  period  was  the  establishmont  of  a  memorial  to 
American  nuraea  who  had  died  in  military  sen-ice.  This  waa,^ 
not  a  Red  Cross  nursing  project;  it  was  tindertaken  by  nursos 
and  friends  of  nurses.  However,  the  labors  of  Miss  Noye^, 
in  her  position  as  president  of  the  American  Nurses*  Asaot'ia- 
tion,  and  those  of  Red  Cnms  nurses  who  flup|jorted  tlio  me- 
morial, and  also  the  numlKTs  of  decca&*d  Rvi  Cross  nurse* 
whose  Bucritice  the  memorial  p(fr|>etuated,  make  necessary  brief 
mention  nf  the  project  in  tJiis  history. 

In  January,  IIHD,  Dr.  Anna  Hamilton,  the  founder  of  tlie 
Nightingale  School  fur  Nurses  at  Bordeaux,  France,  visited 
the  United  States  for  the  purpose  of  raising  funds  for  the 
Nightingale  School.  The  Maison  de  Sante  Frotesiante,  the 
hospital  in  connection  with  which  the  school  was  maintained, 
dated  back  to  1861  and  had  long  since  outgrown  iU  buildings 
and  e<iuipment.  Owing  to  its  locatioi»  in  a  closely  built  tjuarter 
of  the  city,  the  housing  facilities  of  the  hospital  and  seh«>ol 
could  be  expanded  only  by  removal  to  a  new  site.  In  1014 
Mile.  Eli/abeth  Ii<>ftc,  of  Bordeaux,  had  presented  to  the  Maixon 
de  Safite  tlirough  Dr.  Hamilton,  her  home.  Bugiitelle.  an  estate 
of  sixt(^*n  acres,  located  just  outside  the  city,  to  Ik*  usihI  as  the 
site  for  the  new  hospital.  Funds  for  erecting  the  building 
were,  however,  not  available,  and  Uie  war  lield  up  the  pmjwt 
until  tho  cossiition  of  hostilities. 

When  Dr.  Hamilton  arrived  in  New  York  City  in  January, 
1019,  she  interviewed  many  nursing  leaders;  one  of  these  was 
Miss  Hiliiard,  then  superintendent  of  the  Sch(x>l8  of  Nursing 
at  Bellevue  and  Allied  Hospitals.  Miss  Hilliard  later  stat^nl 
to  Miss  ^laxwell  that  she  Ixdieved  that  the  American  Nursea* 
Ass4XTiati'>n  ci>u]d  raise  funds  to  build  the  nJiool  if  l>r,  Hamil- 
ton could  raise  the  funds  to  build  the  hospital 
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At  a  meeting  of  tlic  Joint  Boards  of  Directors  of  the  Ameri- 
can Xnrses'  Association  and  the  National  League  of  Nursing 
Education,  Miss  Maxwell  proposed  that  the  American  Nurses' 
Association  provide  a  fund  for  a  building  which  would  house 
tlie  Nightingjile  School,  this  building  to  be  a  meui(»rial  to 
American  nurses  who  had  died  in  wiir  service,  and  espt'L'ially 
to  the  hundred  Aincrii-an  niir^ea  wlio  lav  buried  in  French  soil. 
The  other  nieinbera  of  the  Joint  Boards  felt  that  such  a  me- 
morial would  be  in  keeping  witli  the  spirit  and  work  of  Flor- 
ence Nightingah\  the  fiunulor  of  professional  nursing,  who  had 
said:  *'Let  every  founder  train  as  manv  in  her  spirit  as  she  can  ? 
then  the  pupils  will  in  their  turn  be  foimders  also."  The  Night- 
ingale School  was,  it  will  be  remembered,  the  only  school  in 
France  giving  training  (o  nurses  on  the  modem  professional 
basis  known  as  the  "Nightingale  System." 

The  question  was  then  referred  for  action  to  the  newly  ap- 
pointe<l  Joint  National  Committee  (of  the  Bureau  of  Informa- 
tion for  Nurses),  the  e*immittee  which  represented  the  three 
national  organizations  of  nursing  from  which  had  developed 
the  Joint  National  Conanitteu  of  National  Nursing  Head- 
quarters. At  a  meeting  of  this  committee  it  was  voted  that  the 
American  Nurses'  As.^ociation  should  undertake  to  raise  by 
DecemlKT  1,  lOV.J,  a  fond  of  Hfty  thousand  dollars  ($50,000) 
to  l)e  used  in  erecting  and  <'(piip]»ing  a  nnrnes'  home  and  class- 
rooms for  the  Niglitingale  Schot)l,  this  sum  to  b<^  known  as 
"the  Memorial  Fund  to  American  nurses  who  had  died  in  mili- 
tary service  in  ihf  iMiroprau  War.'* 

Immediately  through  letters,,  personal  S(3licitation  and  edi- 
torials iji  the  Journal,  efforts  were  nnuh^  to  raise  the  suju.  The 
Joint  National  (^ommittee  was  particularly  charged  with  re- 
sponsibility for  raising  the  amount;  this  committee,  it  will  be 
remembered,  was  composed  i»f  Misf^  Nutting.  Miss  Noyes  and 
Miss  Francis,  representing  tlu^  American  Nnrses'  Association; 
Miss  Clarion,  Miss  Gnodrirli  mid  Miss  Hilliard,  representing 
the  Natiotitil  League  of  Nursing  Kdneati(ni,  and  Miss  Beard, 
Mins  Wiild  and  Miss  CrandalK  of  tiie  National  Organization 
for  Public  Hcaltli  Xur?ing.  Miss  Nutting,  Miss  Albaugli  and 
Misa  Noyes  prepared  the  literature.  By  January,  1921,  the 
fund  had  been  oversul»scril»ed. 

Early  in  the  spring  of  1020,  when  the  fund  was  nearly  com- 
pleted, a  committee  to  take  charge  of  it,  both  in  this  country 
and  overseas,  was  appointed.    Mrs.  Heiiry  P.  Davison,  of  New 
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Yorkj  was  chairman^  and  Mr.  Robert  Bacon  treasurer.  Hut. 
Fitzgerald,  who  was  then  in  Geneva,  Switzerland,  Mrs.  CharU 
Tiffany,  Misa  Nuttings  Miss  Maxwell,  Miss  Ruth  j^IorjKTan, 
Miflfl  lS^o;>'e8,  Mr.  Ethan  Allen  and  Mr.  C.  A,  Coffin  M'cre  mem- 
bers. This  committee  was  later  enlarged  to  include  Miss  Hay, 
then  cJiief  nurse  of  the  American  Red  Cross  in  Europe,  Mr. 
Nelson  D.  Jay,  of  the  Morgan-Hurjea  Company,  Paris,  and, 
Dr.  Kendall  Emerson,  of  the  Commission  for  Europe.  As  soon! 
as  the  fund  was  transferred  to  the  Morgan-Harjes  Company 
in  Paris  the  large  New  York  c*»mmittee  went  out  of  existence 
and  disbursement  of  the  fund  was  carried  on  through  the 
smaller  Paris  committee. 

In  September,  1920,  Miss  Noyes  went  to  Europe  to  inspectl 
American  Red  Cross  nursing  activities,  and  while  in  Franoej 
visited  Bordeaux  and  conferred  with  the  Trustees  of  the  school 
and  with  Dr.  Hamilton  regarding  the  terms  of  gift  The  plana 
for  tl»e  school  were  gone  over  and  building  immediately  began. 

The   Charter   and   By-Laws  of  the   Nightingale   School 
finally  drawn  up  included  the  following  paragraphs : 

Abticle  3.     Organization. 

•  •  .  •  * 

In  1921,  American  nurses,  desiriug  to  perpetuate  the  mem- 
ory of  their  fellow-nurses  of  the  American  Army,  Navy  and 
Red  Cross  who  died  whilo  in  active  service  during  the  great' 
war,  8uhs(Til)ed  a  sum  of  775.000  francs,  known  as  tlie  Ameri- 
can Nurse?*  Memorial  Fund. 

The  Joint   ('ommittce  of  the  three  great   associations  ofi 
nurses  in  the  United  States  (1.  American  Xurees'  Arisoriation. 
president  Clara  Noyes;  2.  National  Ix-ague  of  Nursing  Kduoa- 
tion,  president  Lillian  Clayton  ;  3.  National  OrgHni/.ation  for 
Public  Health  Nursing,  president  Mary  Beard)   decided  to 
devote  this  sum  to  the  construction  of  a  boarding  e»tabliich* 
ment  for  the  Florence  Nightingale  School,  for  the  suit*  pur^l 
pose  of  facilitating  better  education  for  French  nurses  and  ibf' 
training  of  a  larger  jiurnher  of  superior  nurses  for  Fram-e. 

An  Adviiiory  Committpe,  created  witli  the  approval  of  the 
Administrative  Board,  will  act  af=  a  Hoard  of  Advisors  in  the 
management  of  the  school.    Its  members  will  bo  chosen  hy  thaj 
Joint  Committee  of  the  three  great  a.^sociation«  of  Amcricai 
nurses.     This  Advisory  Committee  shall  publish  reports 
the  o|>eratinn  of  the  school.     The.<*p   reports  will  allow  tl 
nurses  who  coUtjcted  the  Memorial  Fund  to  follow  the  pi 
of  the  Florence  Nightingale  School. 
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In  response  to  the  drsire  of  the  women  who  donated  the 
American  Nurses'a  Memorial  Fund,  the  school  shall  conform 
more  and  more  to  the  precepts  of  Florence  Nightingale  and 
consequently  will  always  he  directed  by  a  hospital  nurse  who 
shall  herself  hold  a  '"first-class  diploma"  preferably  from  this 
school . 

The  teaching  of  the  school  shall  be  constantly  improved, 
and  shall  endeavor  to  approximate  more  and  more  closely  the 
program  puhlirfhed  by  the  League  of  Nursing  Kducation  in  the 
United  States.  .  .  . 


Tlie  members  of  the  Advisory  Committee  of  the  Nightingale 
School  were  Miss  Jammo,  representing  the  National  League 
of  Nursing  Education;  Miss  Anne  H.  Strong,  of  the  National 
Organization  for  Public  Health  Nursing,  and  Miss  Noyes,  of 
the  American  Nurses'  Association. 

The  entire  memorial  fund  amoMn*ed  to  850,000  francs,  of 
which  775,000  were  exi»endf'd  for  the  erection  of  the  building 
and  the  remainder  for  equipment  and  furnishings.  In  the 
central  hail  of  the  building  a  bronze  tablet  was  placed,  a  tablet 
bearing  the  inscription : 

To  the  Florence  Nightingale  School 

In  memory 

Of  our  comratlcs  who  (lied  in  service 

We 

The  Nurses  of  America 

Deilitate  tin's  ^lemorial 

To  the  Hi^'hor  Education 

nf  NufKCP 

For  Humanity  and  For  France. 

During  the  late  afternoon  of  June  5,  1021,  the  laying  of 
the  corner-stone  of  the  Florence  Nightingale  School  took  place. 
After  several  addresst^s.  Miss  ILiy,  acting  us  Miss  Noyes'  repre- 
sentative, placed  in  the  corner-stone  a  box  containing  the  stat- 
utes of  the  school  and  names  of  the  American  nurses  who  had 
died  in  service;  then  the  first  stone  was  laid.  A  year  later, 
on  May  12,  1922,  the  one  hundred  and  s<»coud  anniversary  of 
Miss  Nightingule*s  birth,  the  American  Nurses'  Memorial 
buildings  then  completed,  was  dedicated. 

The  question  of  a  suitable  memorial  to  Miss  Delano  was  first 
raised  immediately  after  her  death  and  American  Red  Cross 
nurses  in  France  subscribed  a  small  fund  of  about  six  hundred 
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dollars  for  the  puqKJse.  Nutional  Headquarters  authorized 
Miss  Noyos  to  act  as  trustee  of  tins  sum  until  a  decision  had 
been  reiiched  regarding  the  fomi  which  sucli  a  memorial  should 
take. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  National  Committee  held  Deeemher  0, 
1011),  file  chairman  appf>inted  a  connnittee  to  study  and  report 
upon  phins  for  the  memorial.  This  conmiittee  was  made  up 
of  Miss  Maxwell,  Miss  Kerr,  Miss  Gladwin,  Mrs.  Gretter, 
Miss  Janniie,  Miss  Van  de  Vrede,  and  iliss  Palmer  aa 
chairman. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  National  Committee  held  on  April  14, 

1920,  at  Atlanta,  Miss  Gludwjn,  in  the  absence  of  Miss  Palmer, 
read  the  rept»rt  oi  the  Delano  Memurinl  C<inimittee.     The  sub* 
ject  had  been  discussed  with  Mr.  i*ow«'lI  ^linnigeiodc,  directori 
of  the  Conxinin  Gallery  of  Art  in  Washington,  and  be  ha( 
suggested  that  a  mural  decoration  8ymlM)lizing  Miss  Delano*« 
work  Ik?  phu-ed   in  the   interior  of  the  National   IIe]id()narterft.) 
building.     Other  suggcj^tions  had  Ik'cii  made  that  the  memorial, 
take  tJie  form  of  a  building  to  house  the  Nursing  Service  and 
to  be  erected  on  the  Red  Cross  grounds;  a  scholarship  fund», 
with  a  tablet  at  National  Heiidipiiirti-rs  commemorHtii       '■   -; 
Delano's  life  and  work;  a  lifc^-size  tigure  in  bronze  repr-  ^ 
a  Red  ('ross  nurse,  to  be  erected  on  the  grounds  of  National 
Headfjuarters;   a    lifi^size   statue   of   Miss   Delano   herstdf   in 
bronze,  to  be  erected  on  the  grounds  at  National  Headquarters, 
and  a  clubhouse  for  nurses. 

Two  weeks  after  the  Atlanta  meeting,  on  April  27,  death 
removed  from  her  many  activities  the  chainuau  of  the  Delano 
Ifemorial  Citmmittee,  Sophia  F.  Palmer.  Miss  "Noyes  then 
Bpiminh'd  Miss  ^Minnigemde  as  ciniinnan ;  she  added  two  more 
membiTB  t(»  the  eonnnittee,  Miss  Hoardman  and  Mr.  I'owrll 
Minnigerode,  and  developed  extensive  plans  for  raising  a 
Memorial  Fund. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  National   C-ominittee  held   April   9.% 

1921,  Miiis  Alinuigerode  moved  that  the  Deluno  Memorial  Ci>nw 
mittcc  be  enlarged  to  include  the  Division  Dire<'tor»  of  Nursing 
and  certain  other  nurses  and  members  of  tJie  laity  in  S4»vcnui 
parts  of  tlie  Unitetl  States;  that  the  memliers  of  the  Natit)nal 
Delano  ^Memorial  Committee  be  authorized  to  form  sulj-eom- 
mittecs  in  tlieir  own  hwalities,  and  that  a  general  treasiinr  Ito 
appointed.     The  motion  was  carriml. 

The   reorganized    Delano   Memorial   Commitoee   had  aa   its 
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members  Mrs.  William  (Jlmrolt  Osboni,  Mrs.  Henry  P.  Davi- 
son, ifrs.  August  Belmont,  Mra.  Frank  N.  Hammar,  Mrs. 
L.  E.  Orettcr,  Miss  Boardman,  Miss  Amy  Alexander,  Mra. 
John  Lynch,  Miss  Kerr,  Miss  Nevins,  Miss  Jnmme,  Miss  Olad- 
winj  Miss  Maxwell,  Miss  Stimson,  Miss  Hay,  Miss  Foley,  Miss 
Albaugli,  Miss  Johnson,  and  Miss  Minnigerode,  chairman. 
At  the  present  date  of  writing,  siibseriptiou  to  the  fund  is  in 
process. 

Miss  Dolunri  herself  had  established  a  fund  under  which 
public  health  uur^cs  were  to  be  assigned  in  remote  communities 
to  conduct  a  service  in  memory  of  her  father  and  mother.  Of 
the  twenty-two  items  of  Miss  Delano's  will,  nine  of  them  con- 
tained legacies  to  nurses  or  nursing  organizations.  Four  of 
these  items  named  nurse  friends  as  beneticiaries ;  the  other  five 
were  in  favor  of  nursing  organizations  as  follows:  the  AUmmec 
Association  of  Bcllevue  Training  School  for  Nurses,  the  Ahim- 
na?  Association  of  the  Training  School  for  Nurses,  Hospital  of 
the  Uuiversify  of  Pennsylvania;  the  New  York  Eye  and  Ear 
Infirmary,  and  the  following  bequest  to  the  American  Red 
Cross : 

Item  XXI:  I  give  and  heqneath  the  sum  of  Twenty-Five 
Thousand  T)ollar8  (!p•^^5,000).  unto  the  American  Ked 
Cross  in  trust,  the  principal  of  said  fund  to  bo  kept  intact 
perpetually  and  the  income  only  arising  therefrom  to  be 
used  for  the  support  of  one  or  more  visiting  nurses,  under 
the  supervision  of  that  organization,  in  loving  memory  of 
my  father  and  mother,  8ut:h  nurse  ur  nurses  to  be  known 
as  the  "Delano  Ked  Cross  Nurse,  or  Nurses."  In  addi- 
tion and  for  the  same  purpose.  I  give  and  bequeath  unto 
the  said  American  Red  Cross  the  entire  right  and  interest 
in  and  to  any  royalties  to  which  I  may  be  entitled  at  the 
time  of  my  death,  unto  any  book  or  books  written  or 
published  by  me,  and  I  direct  that  such  royalties,  as  paid 
to  the  said  American  Red  Cross,  shall  be  added  to  the 
income  from  the  aforesaid  trust  fund  and  used  for  the 
same  purpose  as  hereinbefore  provided  therefor. 


Lt  a  meeting  of  the  National  Committee  held  on  December  6, 

1921,  a  plan  containing  the  details  of  selection  of  the  Delano 

Red  Cross  nurses  and  the  methods  by  which  their  work  was  to 

bt?  supervised   and  the  fund  administered,  was  submitted  by 

Miss  Fox  and  approved  by  the  National  Committee.     The  first 
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Delano  Red  Cross  nurse  was  Stella  Fuller  and  she  was  assigned 
to  duty  iu  Alaska. 

Among  the  unsettled  war  problems  which  claimed  the  atten- 
tion of  nurses  during  the  deujobilization  period  was  the  train- 
ing and  utilization  of  Red  Cross  nurses'  aides.  Early  in  1919 
Miss  Boardniun,  always  a  staunch  advocate  of  the  volunteer 
aspect  (if  lied  Cross  nursing  service,  as  well  as  the  first  frien<i  of 
the  professional  service,  brought  forward  a  plan  for  utilizing 
Red  Cross  aides  in  connection  with  the  care  of  the  sick  in  com- 
munities where  there  was  an  insufficient  number  of  nurses.  In 
the  plan  it  was  specified  that  the  service  of  thene  aides  should  be 
purely  volunteer;  that  the  aides  themselves  should  be  required 
to  have  taken  the  prescribed  course  of  training  for  Red  Cross 
Rides;  and  that  they  should  work  under  professional  direction 
and  should  wear  a  distinctive  uniform  and  budge. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  National  Committee  on  Red  Crosi 
Nursing  Service,  which  was  held  at  National  Headquarters  on 
December  0,  191B,  Miss  Boardman  presented  her  plan;  it  was 
informally  discussed.  At  au  adjourned  meeting  held  the  fol- 
lowing day  Miss  Nevins,  the  chainoau  of  a  small  committee 
which  had  l)een  appointed  to  consider  the  plan,  read  a  re<x>m- 
mendation  that  the  "National  (Committee  on  Red  Ooss  Nursing 
Service  recommend  that  such  Chapters  as  so  desire  mar  organ* 
ize  those  who  have  taken  the  required  courses  (Home  Hygiene 
and  Care  of  the  Sick,  Food  Selection  and,  if  possible.  First 
Aid)  and  are  ready  to  volunteer  their  services  for  the  sick  .  «  » 
in  cooperation  and  with  the  supen-ision  of  the  Chapter  Commit- 
tee." Aliss  Oladwin  recommended  that  the  plan  be  develop<xl  in 
the  I)i8trict  of  Columbia  Chapter  as  an  experiment  and  the 
resolution,  with  this  and  other  minor  amendments,  was  passr^l. 

The  next  mention  of  Miss  Boardman's  plan  appeared  in  the 
Minutes  of  the  National  ( -oinmittee  of  a  meeting  held  April  16, 
1920,  at  Atlanta,  Georgia.  Again  the  plan  was  discussed,  and 
a  report  of  the  successful  demonstration  in  the  District  of 
Columhia  Chapter  was  read.  Miss  Goodrich,  Alias  Van  de 
Vrede,  Miss  Johnson,  Miss  Maxwell  and  Miss  Francia  spoke 
of  g(x>d  work  done  by  la\'woineu  with  which  they  were  porson- 
ally  familiar.  Miss  Noyes  pmphasixe<i  tlu*  fact  that  the  point 
of  contact  in  carrying  out  the  plan  wotild  be  from  the  National 
C-ommittee  to  Division  Directors  of  Nursing  to  Chapter  Gon-j 
mittecs  on  Nursing  Activities. 

Misa  Francis  moved  that  they  approve  the  plan  and  rccom- 
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mend  that  it  be  extended  to  siieh  Chapters  as  were  prepared 
to  develop  it,  this  extension  to  be  decided  by  the  Division  Direc- 
tor of  Nursing  in  cooperation  with  the  Division  manager.  The 
motion  was  carried. 

As  the  Nursinjj  Service  swung  toward  normality  again,  a 
definite  Hed  Cross  peace-time  program  in  the  development  of 
public  health  nursing,  class  instruction  to  women  in  Home 
Hygiene  and  Care  of  the  tSick  and  in  nutrition  was  undertaken. 
Each  of  these  subjeets  will  be  treated  in  subsequent  sections. 
A  final  general  nursing  project  of  considerable  irap«:)rtance 
(luring  the  demobilization  period  was  of  an  edncationnl  ty|)c 
and  included  two  clearly  defined  phases:  the  dissemination  of 
propagaudii  repirding  general  and  public  health  nursing  and 
class  iiiHtnu'tion,  and  \h*'  dissemination  of  pnipaganda  regard- 
ing Htndciit  niii*yt'  reeruitiug. 

The  first  nf  these  projects,  which  was  as  picturesque  and 
droll  an  undertaking  as  any  in  which  the  Red  Cross  nurses  had 
hitherto  parhei[)iited,  first  embraced  the  utilization  of  Chau- 
tauqua platforms  as  a  medium  through  which  to  reach  the 
American  public.  Early  in  April,  HUT,  the  Radclitfe  Chautau- 
quas  had  asked  Miss  Delano  to  assign  a  nurse  to  one  of  their 
circuits  to  speak  on  the  gt^nera!  Red  Cross  military  and  health 
pr^^tgram.  Florence  il.  Besley,  a  former  Red  Cross  Town  and 
Country  nurse,  was  chosen  and  was  the  pioneer  Red  Cross 
troubadour  of  health.  So  successful  was  she  in  interesting  her 
audiences  in  Red  Cross  class  instruction  and  general  nursing 
activities  tliat  Air.  RadcHlTe  a  year  later  asked  Miss  Delano  to 
reassign  Miss  Besley  and  to  provide  three  other  nurses  for 
similar  work.  Flora  Bradford,  (Mrs.)  Alargaret  R.  Cooper 
and  Dolly  Twitchell  took  the  road  as  itinerant  nurse-lecturers 
and  instructors. 

Immediately  idU'T  the  signing  of  the  Armistice,  public  in- 
terest in  the  United  States  regarding  overseas  service  ran  high. 
National  ilcadt|uarter8  was  already  swinging  toward  a  broad 
health  progi'am  and  was  zealous  to  find  ways  in  which  this  pro- 
gram rmild  be  bnnight  to  public  attention.  The  Nursing  Serv- 
ice suggested  to  the  Depjirtment  of  Publicity  that  Red  Cross 
nurse  speakers,  nurses  who  had  had  overseas  experieuce,  should 
be  assigned  to  the  Chautauqua  platforuis  and  should  tell  the 
war  and  peace  story  of  the  Nursing  Service. 

The  wholly  American  institution  of  Chautauqua  was  a  de- 
velopment of  the  University  Extension  idea  and  was  a  com- 
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munity  project  by  which  American  cities  and  especially  towns 
and  vilhiges.  too  small  or  remote  to  attract  lecturers  and  enter- 
tainers of  national  prominence  held  a  series  of  lectures  and 
entertainments,  usually  for  a  week's  duration,  which  combined 
educational  and  entertainment  features.  The  method  by  which 
a  community  held  Chautauqua  was  simple :  the  mayor  and 
town  council  voted  to  hold  Chautauqua  Week,  and  signed  a 
contract  with  a  commercial  Chautauqua  company  whereby  the 
company  provided  lecturers  on  civic  and  literary  subjects,  mu- 
sicians and  other  typea  of  theatrical  entertainers,  in  return  for 
a  percentage  of  the  gate  receipts.  Chautauqua  Week  was  usu- 
ally held  under  canvas  at  the  local  county  fair  grounds  and  was 
attended  by  young  and  old  alike. 

The  financial  basis  of  the  Chautauqua  campaign  was  a  happy 
one  for  the  Red  Cross.  The  commercial  rnmpanies  paid  Na- 
tional Headquarters  a  weekly  salary  rate  for  each  uurso 
speaker  and  provided  maintenance  and  traveling  expi'uses. 
Natioiml  Headquarters  in  turn  reimbursed  the  nurses  and  fur- 
nished posters,  newspaper  .plates,  material  for  publication  in 
the  local  press,  and  wjpies  of  two  pamphlets,  one  promoting  the 
Red  Cross  public  health  program  and  the  other  urging  young 
women  to  take  up  nursing,  for  distribution  to  the  nurses'  audi- 
ence. The  contact  between  the  Chautauqua  companies  «u 
made  by  Dr.  Thomas  E.  Green,  then  diret-tor  (if  the  National 
Eed  Cross  Speakers^  Bureau.  Details  of  the  publicity  material 
were  handled  through  the  coi>p<^ration  of  tlie  Nursing  ajid 
Publicity  departments  and  local  interest  in  the  nurse's  lecture 
was  aroused  by  Red  Cross  Division  and  Chapter  efforts. 

The  nurse  speakers  themselves  had  little  idea,  when  they 
came  to  National  Headquarters  for  a  preliminary  conference 
in  May,  lOU),  of  the  vicarious  and  nomadic  suninier  which 
lay  ahead  of  them,  nor  for  that  matter  had  Aliss  Noycs  and  her 
associates,  else  the  R<k1  Cross  troulmdonrs  of  health  might  not 
have  taken  the  road  with  such  fer\'or.  The  majority  of  tho 
speakers  had  just  returncil  from  one  io  three  years  of  foreign 
•erviee;  many  of  them  had  l)een  **up  tho  line/'  but  Biirely  no 
'iKcd  Cross  nurses  were  more  brave  than  the  thirty-one  Chan- 
ttauqua  speakers  who  started  out  to  try  tn  hold  their  own  against 
artists  who  had  spent  their  lives  in  piiV»lic  speaking  and  cntcr^ 
tamment.  And  the  dithculties  of  living  at  the  front  wore  often 
no  harder  than  thosf*  experienced  by  these  nurses,  who  apiko 
town,  then  traveled 
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following  morning  to  the  next  town,  there  accepted  what  local 
hotel  accommodations  they  could  find,  spoke  again  in  the  after- 
noon and  traveled  again  at  night. 

The  list  of  Chantuiuiua  speakers  held  many  names  of  nurses 
who  had  rendered  giillant  war  service.  Mary  K.  Kelson,  of 
Evreux,  was  one  of  the  most  clocinent.  Nurses  prei*rainently 
8urc(^ssfiil  as  Chautauqua  speakers  were  Edith  Benn^  Frances 
JfaJlbv,  Edith  Ainbrope,  Ida  F.  Butler,  Stella  Fuller,  Eliza- 
beth Hunt,  Josephine  Mulville,  and  Elizabeth  Walsh.  Flor- 
ence Bullard,  th**  first  nurse  whom  Miss  Russell  had  scut  to 
care  for  American  lioya  in  French  boflpltuls,  had  lived  l,hn)Ugh 
the  capture  of  Soiasons  in  IDIH  nud  her  dramatic  accounts  of 
war  nursing,  followed  by  an  appeal  for  guardianship  of  the 
public  health,  held  audiences  of  from  three  to  five  thousand 
people  tensely  interested  until  she  left  the  platform.  Daisy  P. 
Beyea  was  one  of  the  nurses  of  Evacuation  Hos^pita!  No,  0, 
and  became  so  successful  as  a  '*spelibinder*'  that  she  continued 
as  a  speaker  after  her  Red  Cross  assignment  was  finished. 
Gertrude  Bowling,  the  young  Hi^pkins  nurse  whose  accounts 
of  "shock''  work  nt  tlie  front  havi*  been  (juoted  in  an  earlier 
chapter,  was  another  nurse  who  by  reason  of  her  experiences 
overseas  and  her  great  sincerity  was  able  to  speak  amazingly 
well. 

In  uddition  to  the  nurses  already  mentioned,  the  list  of 
Chautauqua  nurses  included  Lydia  Breaiux,  June  T,  Dahhnan, 
Anne  I>ailey,  ilabel  F]ct<'her,  Eleanor  (ire^t^,  Mary  Herring, 
Bree  S.  Kelley,  Mary  Miuirne,  Laura  Phillips,  T^uura  Roser, 
and  Mary  Sedlacek.  To  nurses  driHed  siuee  their  probation 
days  to  avoid  publicity  and  seusationalism,  the  Chautaucjua 
atmosphere  iruist  have  been  at  least  an  innovation.  Miss  Am- 
brose wrote  Miss  Noyes; 

You'd  be  quite  entertained  at  the  ilramatic  introduction  I 
have.  Our  program  is  worked  out  so  that  my  speech  is 
always  preceded  by  music  and  our  baritone,  quite  a  wonder, 
gets  up  after  the  regt  of  the  talent  have  left  the  stage  and 
sings  a  verse  of  "The  Rose  of  No  Man's  lAnd."  When  he 
reaches  the  lines, 

"Mid  tlie  war's  dark  curse 
Stands  tbe  Red  Cross  nurse  " 

the  curtains,  which  nre  covered  on  one  side  by  an  American 
flag  and  on  the  other  by  a  Red  Cross  one,  are  drawn  apart  and 
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there  I  stand,  in  white  uniform,  cap  and  scarlet-lined  cape. 
Then  without  further  parley  after  the  applause  has  died 
down,  1  begin. 

To  some  of  the  nurses  assigned  to  Chautauqua  circuits,  the 
8ca  of  upturned  faces  which  couf rt  utcd  them  us  thev  stepped 
forward  to  plead  their  cause  was  a  paralvi^ing  sight,  far  more 
terrifying  than  had  been  nursing  servit*  in  an  evacuation  hoB- 
pital  or  u  bombed  base.    A  nurse  wrote: 

I  used  to  come  wabbling  out  on  the  stage  so  scared  I'd  hang 
onto  the  tent  poles,  until  I  looked  around  my  audience  and 
saw  those  sickly  babies  and  their  tired,  gaunt  motlwrs ;  those 
undernourished  children,  many  of  whom  have  rickettt;  those 
hard-working  mountain  fathers.  Then  I  seemed  lo  forget 
everything  else  in  the  world — my  stage  fright  and  fatigue, 
that  breathlessly  hot,  crowded  tent,  the  hotel  where  my  bed 
gets  up  and  walks.  All  1  remembered  was  that  I  am  bringing 
to  these  people  a  message  which  may  mean  their  future  happi- 
ness and  freedom. 

The  unexpected  formed  a  potent  factor  with  which  the  nurses 
on  the  road  and  the  executives  at  National  Headquarters  hod 
to  be  constantly  prepared  to  meet.  Just  before  their  first 
speech,  three  of  the  nurses  assigned  to  large  and  important  cir- 
cuits suffered  nervous  breakdown  as  a  result  of  their  foreign 
sorvifM?.  To  keep  faith  with  their  contract  the  Nursing  Service 
had  to  find  and  prepare  substitutes  almost  overnight.  Another 
nurs(»  kept  several  speaking  appointments,  then  found  the  itin- 
erant life  and  the  uncertain  hotel  accommodations  tt>o  wearing, 
and  resigned.  Another  nurse  suffered  personal  bereavement 
and  was  forced  to  leave  her  circuit.  Two  nurses  f(>und  them- 
selves temperamentally  unfitted  for  the  work.  Substitutes  had 
to  be  found  inimcdiatcly  for  all  these  s]>eakers. 

The  twrnty-five  t'hautauqua  rircuits  to  which  the  Xuning 
Service  assigned  spi*akcrs,  looped  the  United  Stjites.  AIasss- 
chusetta,  Rhode  Island,  Connocticut,  New  Jersey,  North  Da- 
kota and  Nevada  were  the  only  states  where  nurses  did  not 
speak.  The  majority  of  the  circuits  took  the  nurses  into  iso- 
lated rnr?^l  communities  where  the  barren  soil  yielded  only  a 
meager  return  for  gruelling  lab»tr.  In  these  regiona  living  con- 
ditions were  primitive  and  the  people  themselves  of  stoic  and 
somber  temperament;  usually  they  sat  motionloss  through  the 
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nurse's  lecture  and  when  it  was  ended  left  the  tent  without  re- 
action of  any  kind.  Now  and  then  the  nurse^s  words  fell  on 
fruitful  soil.     Miss  Butler  wrote: 

I  give  my  lecture  in  the  afternoon,  always  making  the  plea 
for  the  caiployiuerit  of  a  cotnniuniLy  nur?c,  the  ^rcjit  neeil  for 
more  publio  health  nurses  and  the  need  for  young  women  to 
enter  training  Bchools.  I  make  as  strong  an  attack  as  I  dare 
on  the  awful  conrlitions  I  see  with  my  own  eyes  alt  through 
this  country, — vile  -irainage  and  sanitation;  filthy  stalls  and 
pig-pens  quite  often  only  a  few  feet  from  a  dug  well.  1  plead 
for  a  revival  of  interest  through  ihe  Heel  Cross  as  a  vital 
memorial  to  the  men  and  women  who  died  in  France. 
Utjually  the  small  Ked  Crops  Branch  or  Auxiliary  is  the  only 
organiKatioji  in  thene  communities  outside  a  church  and  a 
school  in  the  Paleozoic  stage  of  education.  But  oh,  it  is  such 
a  forlurn  country  !  I  never  dreamed  of  people  in  these  United 
States  of  ours  living  with  so  little  knowledge  of  health  and  of 
decent  and  comfortable  living.  They  fairly  eat  dirt  and  God 
knows  they  drink  it!  But  they  are  touchingly  eager  for  a 
community  nurse, — "some  one  to  show  ua  how."  One  woman 
came  to  me  with  tears  streaming  down  her  face.  "I  never 
dreamed,"  she  said,  "that  consumption  could  be  cured;  what 
you've  said  to-day  is  life  to  me." 

The  day's  work  on  a  Chautauqua  circuit  held  much  of  droll- 
ery as  well  as  of  hardship  and  pathos.  One  afternoon  Miss 
Malthy  found  her  audience  particidarly  difficult;  the  children 
on  the  iroTit  scat  tittered  and  squirmed  and  pointed.  Finally 
she  stopped  and  said  sternly:  *'If  the  child  under  the  platform 
will  come  out  1  will  finish  my  lecture.*'  A  youngster  Jumped 
up  and  answered:  *'T'aint  a  child,  nuss,  it's  a  hawg." 

Miss  Butler's  assignment  took  her  to  the  mining  districts 
of  soTithcrn  Illinois.  **I  got  caught  last  night  in  a  little  town," 
she  wrote,  "where  my  experienced  eye  (old  me  at  one  glance 
that  here  was  a  hotel  where  I  should  do  little  sleeping.  I  told 
the  manager,  however,  that  I  simply  must  have  clean  sheets; 
any  one  oould  see  that  the  ones  on  my  bed  had  been  slept  on. 

"  'Sure  they  have/  he  replied,  *but  the  travel  in'  man  in  that 
room  last  night  wns  sueh  a  nice  clean  man  them  sheets  aint 
noways  real  dirty!'-' 

One  sleepy  summer  afternoon  Miss  Mulville  was  sitting  on 
the  edge  of  an  Iowa  railroad  station  platform  waiting  for  the 
local  accommodation  train  to  wheeze  in  when  a  baggage  man 
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in  worn-out  khakis  spied  her  and  came  over  to  talk.  The  con- 
versation developed  the  fact  that  both  of  them  had  had  service 
in  France, 

"I  got  mine  in  July  an*  was  shipped  back  to  Bordeaux,"  said 
tlio  ex-service  man.  **I  come  to  in  a  surgical  ward  of  No,  6 
an'  there  was  a  big  red-headed  nurse  bossiu'  that  shobaug. 
Gosh,  she  was  a  bird!  She  was  usually  too  tired  to  talk  much, 
but,  Lord,  how  she  could  nurse  1  She  wasn't  much  of  a  looker 
though;  she  was  thin  an'  wore  an  ole  gray  sweater  that  liung 
down  to  her  knees  an'  her  skirt  sagged  an* " 

Suddenly  he  looked  at  Miss  Mnlville's  smartly-tailored  out- 
door uniform,  then  up  to  her  already  twinkling  gray  eves. 

*'Gosh,  lady!"  be  gasped,  "You're  her!" 

When  the  Chautauqua  season  closed  in  November,  more  than 
a  million  and  a  half  people  in  all  parts  of  the  United  States 
had  heard  the  story  of  the  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service  in  war 
and  peace  from  the  lips  of  a  participant.  Two  thousand  four 
hundred  and  two  Chautau(pui  audiences,  averaging  from  thirty 
to  five  thousand  persons  each,  had  listened  to  the  nurses'  lee- 
hires  since  the  preceding  January.  In  Nebraska,  Red  (Vriss 
nurses  had  addressed  19i>,  and  in  Ohio,  170  audiences.  Misa 
l^sley  nud  Miss  Maltby  held  the  season's  record;  they  had  each 
delivpred  over  two  hundred  and  fifty  speeches,  six  speeches 
weekly  t-overing  a  j)eriod  of  nearly  forty  weeks. 

The  Chautauqua  campaign,  as  it  was  called  at  National 
He4id»]uarter»,  gave  nnirkwl  impetus  to  the  Red  Cross  public 
health  nursing  and  claaa  instruction  program  and  offered  a 
striking  example  of  nurses'  versatility. 

The  Chautauqua  campaign,  with  its  posters,  pamphlets  nnd 
newspaper  plate  material,  was  the  most  ambitious  publicity 
proje<H  which  the  Nursing  Service  had  hitherto  undertaken 
largely  under  its  own  auspices.  True,  Dr.  Green  of  the  Speak- 
ers' Bureau  and  John  Mumford  and  ilarion  G.  Scheitlin,  in 
turn  Red  Cross  Directors  of  Publicity,  had  guided  Miai  Noyei 
and  her  own  publi<'ity  representative,  Klixulteth  Pickett,  in  tbe 
initiiition  of  the  campaign,  but  during  the  late  spring  and 
summer  the  Nursing  S«T\ice  itself  carried  the  larger  prviportion 
of  the  work.  The  aiiceess  wliicli  greeted  the  campaign  instilled 
in  'Sins  Nnyrs  and  the  members  of  the  National  Committee  coii- 
sid<*rable  confidence  in  general  publicity  methods  and  made 
them  xealous  to  acquaint  the  public  with  the  need  existing 
from  11»20  on,  for  young  women  to  enter  schools  of  nursing. 
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One  of  the  paniphlets  which  nurses  had  distributed  from 
the  Cbautaiiqua  platforms  was  a  small  folder,  **How  May  I 
Become  a  KurscT'  written  in  jK>piiIur  vi*in  and  with  the  iiit^nit 
to  interest  girls  among  the  rural  and  small  town  audiences  to 
enter  schools  of  nursing.  The  distribution  of  this  pamphlet 
formed  the  first  special  effort  of  the  lied  Cross  in  this  Held. 

A  second  experiment  in  publicity  of  this  type  was  undertaken 
in  1020  in  the  Delaware-Pennsylvania  Division.  Miss  Francis 
wrote : 

Upon  tlie  completion  of  the  Roll  Call  last  year,  we  realized 
that  tfio  interost  of  our  (.'haptcrs  in  pulilk*  health  nursing  was 
far  greater  than  our  ability  to  secure  public  healtli  nurses  who 
were  prepared  to  establish  these  servicea.  At  the  same  time, 
the  niinilier  *vf  students  in  a  large  majority  of  tin?  training 
fichools  for  nurses  was  seriously  below  normal.  Appreciating 
that  we  could  never  meet  the  dcnirnds  of  our  chapters  for 
public  health  nurses  if  the  supply  at  its  source  was  so  seriously 
crippled,  we  decided  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  the  people  of 
this  division  the  need  for  public  liealth  mirsps;  to  educate 
them  to  an  appreciation  of  the  opportunities  ofFered  to  stu- 
dents through  admission  to  a  training  scho^^l  of  nursing;  and 
also  to  develop  a  bettor  understanding  of  the  principles  con- 
stituting sound  nurse  education. 


I 


With  the  endorsement  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Board  of 
Examiners,  Miss  Francis  workcnl  out  an  itinerary  based  on  the 
numbers  and  geographical  divisions  of  Ked  Cmas  Chapters, 
Branches  and  Auxiliaries  and  assigned  Klizabeth  Walsh  to  speak 
at  each  town  listed  on  the  itinerary.  Miss  Walsh's  success 
on  a  Rcdpatli  Chautauqua  circuit  the  previous  summer  had 
already  won  her  eager  listeners  in  the  Keystone  State. 

During  January  rnd  February,  15)20,  Miss  Walsh  addressed 
seven  thousand  two  hundred  and  sixty-nine  persons  in  thirty- 
one  towns  in  Pennsylvania.  Tier  audiences  assembled  in 
churches,  business  colleges,  public  and  private  secondary  schools 
and  factories.  Through  her  efforta,  thirty  girls  were  definitely 
knowni  to  have  interviewed  superi'^tendents  of  schools  of  nurs- 
ing with  a  view  toward  entering  training. 

The  experiment  undertaken  by  Miss  Walsh  attracted  consid- 
erable attention  in  nursing  raidcs  and  in  the  late  spring  of  1020, 
the  Joint  National  Committee  on  Nursing  Headquarters  ap- 
pointed a  special  committee  which  was  charged  with  respon- 
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sibility  for  developing  and  conducting:  a  nation-wide  movement 
to  recniit  student  nurses.  Major  Julia  Stimson  was  chairman 
and  Miss  Albaugh  a  particularly  zealous  meml>er  of  this  com- 
mittee. Plans  were  drawn  up  and  Miss  Nojes,  herself  a  member 
ex-ofiic'io  of  the  eoiuiuittee,  secured  fntm  the  Re<l  Cross  Execu- 
tive Committee  an  appropriation  of  thirty-five  thousand  dol- 
lars ($Jtr),00())  "of  which  so  much  as  may  be  necessary  shall 
be  expended  by  the  Director  of  the  Department  of  Nursing 
during  the  six  months  ending  December  31,  1920,  to  provide 
for  all  expenses  at  National  Head<:|uarters  and  in  the  Divisions, 
in  connection  with  the  recruiting  campaign  for  student  nurses, 
as  outlined  in  the  plan  developed  by  a  special  committee  repre- 
senting the  American  Red  Cross,  the  American  Nurses'  As- 
sociation, the  National  Jjeagiie  of  Nursing  Education  and  the 
National  Organization  for  Public  Health   Nursing."  ^^ 

The  plan  referred  to  above  called  for  the  organization  in 
local  communities  of  a  student  nurse  recniiting  committee,  to 
be  composed  of  representatives  of  such  local  groups  as  the  Red 
Cross  Chapter  or  Branch;  the  governing  and  auxiliary  boards 
of  the  hospitals;  hospital  and  training  school  superintendents; 
medical  and  nursing  organizations,  physicians;  the  board  of 
education;  the  press;  the  chamber  of  commerce;  and  women's 
clubs.  The  duties  of  the  committee  were  outlined  in  full  and 
included  the  slow  ami  steady  dissemination  through  a  numlier 
of  years,  of  propagaiida  directed  toward  interesting  the  general 
public,  and  young  women  espc^cially,  in  the  nursing  profession. 

The  publicity  material  included  the  distribution  of  an  ef- 
fective poster,  a  pamphlet  and  application  forms  to  Ik*  filleil  out 
and  sent  by  interested  young  women  to  auperintendeuts  of 
schools  of  nursing.  Four  motion  pictures  on  nursing  subjects 
bad  been  produced  by  National  Headquarters  and  they  were 
used  also  in  the  re<'r\uting  movement,  es|H*<'ial!y  one  which  was 
ealh'd  "In  Florence'  Niglitingale's  Footsteps'*  and  which  visuAl- 
ijsed  the  training  of  a  nurse.  Newspaper  "feature"  stories  were 
prepared  and  sent  out  to  the  local  eommitteea  which  were 
charged  with  the  responsibility  of  having  these  appear  in  the 
local   press. 

One  of  the  aims  of  the  movement  was  to  bring  to  the  general 

public  l)etter  appreciation   of  sound   nurse  education   and   the 

special  leaflet,  which  was  called  **A  Challenge  to  the  Young 

"S^^r  Advicf  <tf  Appropriation  No.  263,  August  3,  1020,  N'alionftl  H«a4* 
quarter*,  Waahingtnn,  I).  C.  ' 
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Women  of  America,"  had  this  aim  iu  view.  On  one  side  of 
the  four-page  leaflet  was  printed  a  list  of  qiie-stions  wliirh  every 
prospcetive  etiidont  was  urged  to  ask  the  superintendent  of  the 
school  which  she  expected  to  enter;  on  the  opposite  pape  were 
the  anflwere  which  should  be  given  hy  the  superintendent  of  any 
well-organized  training  achool.  The  student  was  thus  equipped 
with  knowledge  whieh  would  enable  her  to  discriminate  to  some 
extent  between  a  school  of  low  or  high  educational  standards. 

Copies  of  the  "plan"  and  full  publicity  material  were  sent, 
with  appropriate  letters  requesting  cooperation,  to  all  presi- 
dents of  State  Nursing  Associations;  to  the  editors  of  medical 
and  nursing  publications;  to  the  presidents  of  American  na- 
tional medical  and  nursing  associations;  and  to  Red  Croaa 
Division  managers  for  diatribiUion  to  Chapters  niid  IJranches. 
The  following  letter  written  July  20,  1920,  by  Frederick  C 
Monroe,  tJien  general  manager  at  National  Headquarters,  to 
all  Red  Cross  Division  managers,  is  illustrative  of  these  letters 
of  transmittal : 


As  you  are  aware,  we  are  facing  a  critical  shortage  of 
graduate  nurses  for  all  typ^s  of  work,  particularly  public 
health.  The  increasing  demands  of  motlern  medicine,  tlie 
continuing  needs  of  tlie  late  war  and  epidemics  of  disease 
conBcqueiit  upon  the  war  are  taxing  the  nursing  resources  of 
the  nation  to  the  limit.  In  one  nursing  bureau  alone,  there 
were  recently  five  hvmdred  more  requests  for  nurses  to  fill 
positions  in  institutiouKl  ainl  puljlic  health  ficlils  than  there 
were  nurses  avaifabk*.  This  condition  will  probably  grow 
worse  instead  of  better,  .  .  . 

Tiie  Hed  CmnH  is  deeply  I'oneemed  in  this  situation  and  has 
the  traHitional  tiuty  to  help  in  every  way  po(?sibIe  to  meet  it. 
Not  only  is  thi;?  true,  but  sf  the  Hed  Cross  is  to  Bucceed  in  the 
public  health  field,  it  muf^t  have  a  constant  and  ever  increas- 
ing stipply  of  well-trained  nurses  t4)  carry  on  its  nursing 
activities.  The  nurse  training  wliool  is  the  only  source  from 
which  qualified  nurses  may  be  obtained.  We  must,  therefore, 
stiniulftto  recruiting  ior  these  schools.  Yet  the  extraordinary 
conditions  now  prevailing  are  a  serious  handicap.  Commer- 
cial and  industrial  life,  by  offering  great  and  immediate 
rewards,  is  drawing  heavily  upon  the  young  womanhood  of 
the  country. 

Realizing  the  seriousness  of  the  situation,  groups  of  nurses 
themselves  have  coopenitcd  with  slates,  communities  and  hos- 
pitab  in  local  endeavors  to  stimulate  the  enrollment  of  stu- 
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dent  nurses.  Recently  also  the  three  national  organizations 
of  nursing  .  .  .  have  joined  with  the  Red  Cross  in  developing 
a  national  movement  for  the  enrollment  of  Btudent  nurses. 
It  is  tills  national  movement  which  }'ou  are  now  called  upon 
to  assist  in  every  way  pogfiible.  .  .  . 

Then  followed  detailed  administrative  instructions.  Thei 
Division  Directors  of  Nursing  took  hold  of  the  movement  withi 
interest  and  developed  it  extensively.  In  the  following  mcntha,! 
several  ideas  of  considerable  originality  were  pot  into  use.  Mist' 
Van  de  Vrede  of  the  Southern  Division  appointed  Miss  Maltby 
to  initiate  the  movement  in  her  office.  On  March  21,  1921, 
Miss  Alaltby  wrote  Miss  Noyes  of  the  work  accomplished: 

We  first  sent  each  active  chapter  a  letter  with  sample  leaf-i 
lets  and  one  poster.  To  this  there  was  some  response.  We  ar« 
now  approaching  them  through  "Briefs"  [the  Division  buU 
letin] 

To  all  our  public  hoslth  nurscR  and  local  comniittoes,  we 
have  sent  two  newspaper  articles,  with  the  request  that  they 
be  published  in  the  high-school  papers  through  the  efforts  of 
the  h>cal  publicity  chairmen,  or  failing  that,  that  they  receive 
space  in  the  local  newspaper.  These  two  articles  have  gone  to 
ninety  publications  in  the  division. 

To  college  presidents  and  to  Y,  W.  C.  A.  presidenta  in  col- 
leges in  the  division,  we  have  written  and  enclosed  a  faster 
and  a  nnrruiting  article,  asking  that  it  be  published  in  tin* 
college  papers.  We  have  also  offered  to  send  a  personal 
representative  to  address  the  colleges  on  nursing  as  a  pro- 
fession. The  colleger  are  responding  well  to  the  suggestion 
and  a  representative  will  probably  start  in  ApriL  •  .  • 

In  the  Lake  Division,  Pearl  Kamerer  was  appointed  to 
develop  student  nurse  recruiting;  she  organi2ed  committees  in 
Kentucky,  Indiana  and  Ohio  in  connection  with  the  state  grad- 
uate nurses'  association.  On  April  8,  1021,  she  wrote  Miaa 
Albaugh : 

.  .  .  The  Ohio  State  Recruiting  Committee  engaged 
Mary  E.  (Gladwin  to  speak  for  a  period  of  three  months 
beginning  March  1,  to  the  young  women  in  the  different  Ohro 
colleges  and  to  as  nian>'  high  schooU  and  groups  of  men  and 
women  as  possible.  To  finance  the  speaker,  the  accredited 
schools  of  nursing  were  asked  to  contribute  one  dollar  fur 
each  pupil  in  training.    A  few  of  the  larger  Red  Cro«a  chap- 
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ters  were  also  asked  to  assist.  There  was  hearty  response  from 
the  schools  and  the  chapters  .  .  .  and  most  of  the  districts 
feel  that  their  counnittees  will  be  interested  in  doing  some- 
thing delinite  towards  recruiting  each  year. 

A  novel  idea  was  developed  in  Sanilac  County,  Michigan, 
by  Elba  L.  Morse,  Red  Cross  supervising  nurse  for  Michigan. 
Three  "mother  and  daughter  banquets"  were  held  with  a  total 
attendance  of  eight  hundred  and  fifty  mothers  and  daughters, 
and  on  these  occasions  the  traditions  and  advantages  of  nursing 
were  preaented.    Miss  Morse  described  the  type  of  program: 

The  county  nurse  outlined  the  program  and  twenty-six  high- 
school  girls  took  part.  The  teachers  assibted  in  choosing  the 
girls  and  in  rehearsing  theni^  so  it  took  very  little  time.  The 
play  was  called  The  Scope  of  Nurtdng  and  was  given  by 
twenty  girls  dressed  in  white,  each  girl  representing  a  phase 
of  nursing  such  as  hospital  superintendent,  Amiy  nurse. 
Navy  nurse.  Red  Cross  nurse.  As  each  apjHfared,  she  told  the 
pleasant  duties  of  the  branch  she  represented.  When  the 
twenty  lined  up.  eiich  with  their  canls  telling  what  phase  they 
represented,  so  the  mothers  saw  plainly  the  wide  scope  of  the 
profession. 

Next  came  human  pictures, — "the  greatest  mother  in  the 
world,"  the  public  healtli  nuree  as  '"the  foster-mother  of  the 
race'*;  *'the  I^edy  with  tlie  Ijamp."  .  .  . 

Other  phases  of  the  banquets  were  music  and  addresses  by 
prominent  nurse  leaticrs.  In  one  town  the  banquet  was  free; 
tlie  ironirnittee  solicited  finuls  mostly  fnun  the  wartime  worker 
and  invited  every  mother  and  daughter  in  the  town.  Four 
hundred  and  fifty  attended  and  the  Mctliodist  Church  was 
crowded  as  it  had  not  been  since  the  war.  One  other  town 
sold  tickets  at  fifty  cents  and  the  third  at  seventy-five  cents. 
Both  towns  had  tn  res^trict  the  number  of  tickets  to  two  hun- 
dred, but  couhl  have  sold  many  more.  In  one  place  it  was 
voted  that  a  similar  banqiict  he  held  as  an  annual  affair  each 
year  to  ilifferent  nurses  from  that  locality  who  had  diwl  over- 
seas, the  extra  proceeds  of  the  banquet  to  be  used  as  a  scholar- 
ship for  a  local  high  school  girl  entering  training.  .  .  . 

Twenty  girls  entered  schools  of  nursing  in  the  fall  of  1921  as 
a  result  of  the  "mother  and  daughter  banquets."  The  indirect 
results  of  such  educational  effort,  however,  went  on,  for  the 
ideal  of  altruistic  nursing  service  had  been  planted  in  the 
impressionable  minds  of  young  girls  and  was  not  to  be  wholly 
forgotten. 
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The  movement  to  recruit  studeut  nurses  was  not  confined 
to  definite  time  limits  but  was  intended  to  be  a  steady  con- 
structive upbiiihiiug  of  public  interest  and  judgment  of  nursing 
education.  At  the  present  wTiting,  it  is  too  early  to  estimate 
the  effect  of  the  movement  upon  the  profession. 

Throughout  the  period  of  demobilization,  an  acute  shortago 
of  nurses  in  all  phases  of  service  was  experienced.  Schools  of 
nursing  reported  to  the  Red  Cross  Bureau  of  Information  and 
later  to  National  Nursing  HeadquarU^rs  special  difficulty  in 
securing  adeijuately-trained  niirse  instructors.  The  dearth  of 
this  typo  of  personnel  was  particularly  serious  because  such  a 
condition,  if  not  remedied,  \s'ould  check  the  supply  of  properly- 
trained  nurses  at  the  very  source,  the  school;  so  at  Miss  Noyes' 
request.  National  Headquarters  appropriated  funds  to  be  used 
B6  scholarships  for  nurses  desiring  to  take  post-graduate  course* 
to  fit  themselves  to  teach  in  schools  of  nursing.  Twelve  such 
scholarships  and  four  loans  were  granted  in  1921  to  enable 
nurses  to  take  courses  at  iho  department  of  nursing  and  he^ilth 
at  Teachers*  Colleges. 

Perhaps  the  outstanding  accomplishment  of  the  nursing  pro- 
fession during  the  periml  of  demobilization  was  tiie  winning  of 
assimilated  rank  of  Army  nurses.  This  uccomplishment  was 
brought  about  by  the  persistent  efforts  of  nursi'S  and  friends 
of  nurses  in  the  face  of  strong  opposition  from  the  War  De- 
partment. While  the  American  Kcd  Cross  officially  tf>ok  no 
part  in  this  legislative  struggle,  indi\'idual  leaders  of  the  Kcd 
Cross  Nursing  Sen'ice  were  staunch  sponsors  of  the  movement 
For  this  reason  and  uls«>  because  the  new  law  materially  affected 
the  Ked  Cross  in  that  its  nurses  are  the  reserve  of  the  Annj 
Nurse  Corps,  a  brief  ao^'-ount  of  this  movement  belongs  in  a 
history  of  the  American  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service. 

An  early  request  which  the  niirsiug  profession  made  to  the 
War  Department  for  definite  status  and  authority  for  Army 
nurses  was  as  follows: 

The  American  Nurses'  Association,  in  convention  assembled 
in  rhila<let[)hia  un  this  first  day  of  May,  1917,  would  offer 
the  following  resolution: 

Whercjm.  it  id  triio  tliat  nurses  who  are  responsible  for  the 
actual  nursing  of  the  patients  in  the  mditary  huapitahi  have 
no  authority  to  regulate  hygienic  couditious  therein;  and 
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Whereas,  this  situation  tends  to  discourage  nurses  from 
undertaking  the  work;  and 

Whereas,  tliie  is  a  danger  to  the  hospitals*  population;  and 

Whereas,  it  has  been  found  essential  in  representative  civil 
hofipitflls  to  place  upon  the  nurses  the  responsibility  for  the 
care  of  the  patients,  the  wards  and  operating  room  and  the 
doanlinesa  and  order  pertaining  thereto: 

Thereforej  be  it  resolved :  tliat  it  is  the  sense  of  this  meeting 
that  the  proper  militarj'  authorities  should  be  requested  to 
specific-ally  define  the  status  of  the  nurse  and  confer  upon  her 
the  authority  necessary  to  control  the  situation,  to  the  end 
that  the  general  welfare  of  the  sick  may  be  promoted  and  a 
very  grave  danger  to  the  well  averted. 

Early  in  the  summer  of  1917,  the  War  Department  issued 
the  following  regulation  defining  the  status  of  Army  nurses: 

As  regards  medical  and  santtarj'  matters  in  connection  with 
the  sick,  members  of  the  Army  Nurse  Corps  and  Army  Nurse 
Corps  Reserve  are  to  be  regarded  as  having  authority  in  mat- 
ters pertaining  to  their  professional  dutios  (the  care  of  the 
sick  and  wounded)  in  and  about  miUtary  ]iDs]>italH  next  after 
the  officers  of  the  Medical  Department  and  are  at  all  times  to 
be  obeyed  accordingly  and  to  receive  the  respect  due  their 
position. 

The  phrase  ''in  matters  pertaining  to  their  professional 
duties  (the  care  of  the  sick  and  wounded)"  permitted  individ- 
ual interpretation  on  the  part  of  commanding  ofKcers  of  mili- 
tary hospitals  as  to  whether  the  nurse's  authority  ilid  or  did 
not  extend  beyond  the  person  of  fke  paiient.  Thus  the  authority 
over  ward  matters  sueh  us  vrntihition,  light,  temperature,  sani- 
tary wmditions,  supplier  and  other  questions  was  not  definitely 
granted  Army  nuraos  and  the  regulation,  nurses  felt,  did  not 
meet  their  demands  for  definite  authoritative  status.  Their 
struggle,  therefore,  continued. 

One  of  the  first  organized  moves  to  secure  rank  for  Array 
nurses  came  in  the  summer  of  1917  from  a  group  of  prominent 
New  York  women  who  formed  a  committee  later  kno\vn  as  the 
New  York  Committee  to  Secure  Kank  for  Army  Nurses.  Mrs, 
Harriot  Stanton  Blatch  was  chairman  and  Mrs.  H.  O.  Have- 
meyer  an  enthusiastic  member.  This  committee  had  the  active 
support  of  leading  nurses  in  New  York  City,  among  whom 
Miss   Maxwell   was   perhaps   the   most   ardent.      Helen   Hoy 
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Greeley,  a  graduate  of  Vassar  College  and  a  member  of  the  New 
York  Bar,  first  volunteered  her  services  as  counsel  and  later, 
i^hon  nation-wide  organization  was  secured,  was  retained  by  the 
nursinjr   profession   to   represent   them. 

Early  in  1918,  bills  were  introductHl  into  both  houses  of  Con- 
greas,  in  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Chamberlain  and  in  the  House  of 
Ropreseutativea  by  Mr.  Dent,  which  purpowd  the  general  ro- 
orgiiuization  of  the  Army  Nurse  Corps.  These  bills  called  for 
an  increase  in  the  number  of  executive  officers  in  the  Nurse 
Corps^  the  raising  of  compensation  of  Army  nurses  and  the 
collecting  in  one  place  of  all  regulations  regarding  Army  nurses. 

The  discussion  in  Congress  regarding  the  roorganixation  of 
the  Army  N\irse  Corps  offered  opportunity  for  the  advocates 
of  rank  for  nurses  to  press  their  claims.  Two  bills  proposing 
absolute  rank  for  Army  nurses  were  introduced  into  the  House' 
of  Reprc9<*iitativc3;  the  first  ()ne  was  ii»troduced  by  Congressman 
Lufkin  on  March  27  and  proposed  commissioned  rank  with  the 
rates  of  pay  proposed  by  the  War  Department  reorganization 
bill ;  the  second  bill  was  introduced  by  Congressman  Raker  on 
April  5  and  proposed  the  pay  incident  to  the  rank. 

On  April  16,  the  House  Committee  on  Military  AfTuirs,  of 
which  Kepresentative  S.  Hubert  Dent,  of  Alabuma,  was  chair- 
man, held  the  first  meeting  on  the  question  of  rank  for  Armj 
nurses.  Mrs.  Grt»eley  stated  that  the  object  of  the  committee 
was  to  secure  rank 

...  in  order  to  promote  the  efficiency  of  the  nursing 
service  of  our  boys  by  conferring  upon  the  nurses  some  out- 
ward, visible  sign  of  the  authority  which  is  supposed  to  be  in 
them,  a  sign  by  virtue  of  which  their  instructions  may  b« 
promptly  carried  out  in  the  wanle.  For  at  present  thrir 
authority  to  give  orders  is  continually  disputed  by  the  enliBted 
men  who  serve  as  orderlies  and  friction  and  dangerous  delays 
in  the  execution  of  orders  result.  We  believe  that  the  insignia 
of  rank  will  give  conclusive  notice  to  all  that  nurses  are 
officers  and  are  to  be  ol>eycd. 

Mrs.  Greeley  then  summarized  the  action  following  th$ 
introduction  of  the  Lufkin  and  Raker  bills;  she  stated  that  after 
conference  with  each  other  and  with  (Jenernl  Gorgas,  the  ad* 
v<»cates  of  the  two  bills  had  agreed  to  abandon  their  bills  and 
support  a  proposition  for  relulive  rank  in  the  form  of  an 
amendment  to  the  War  Department's  reorganization  bilL  Thia 
amendment  rend: 
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Section  3.  (a)  That  the  members  of  said  corps  shall  have 
relative  rank  as  follows:  The  superintendent  sliall  have  the 
relative  rank  of  major;  the  assistant  superintendents,  director 
and  assistant  directors  the  relative  rank  of  captain;  chief 
nurses  the  relative  rank  of  tirst  lipuienant;  and  nurses  the 
relative  rank  of  second  lieiitenant ;  and  as  regards  medical  and 
sanitary  matlersi  and  all  other  work  withiii  the  line  of  their 
professional  clutieR  shall  have  and  shall  lie  regarded  as  having 
authority  in  and  ahont  military  hospitals  next  after  the  medi- 
cal officers  of  the  Army  and  shall  wear  the  insignia  of  the  rank 
in  the  army  to  which  their  rank  corresponds. 

The  meaning  of  the  term  '^relative  rank^'  was  next  de^ed 
by  Mrs.  Greeley: 

You  will  notice  that  this  amendment  differs  from  the  Luf- 
kin  and  Haker  hills  in  asking  for  relative  rank  instead  of 
absolute  rank.  The  term  "relative  rank"  has  two  meanings. 
It  may  mean  simply  relative  })o8ition,  or  it  may  mean  a  kind 
of  rank  which  lacks  one  or  more  of  the  essential  elements  of 
absolute  rank  and  so  is  quasi  instead  of  actual,  relative  instead 
of  absolute.  We  are  using  the  term  in  this  second  sense.  The 
relative  rank  here  conferred  is  only  quasi  rank.  It  lacks 
several  of  the  essential  elements  of  ahsj^lute  rank — it  does  not 
call  for  a  commission ;  it  does  not  carry  the  pay,  the  allow- 
ances or  the  emoluments  of  absolute  rank;  and  it  makes  no 
attempt  to  confer  the  power  of  conimaml  incidctit  to  a  line 
office  of  similar  grade.  The  only  incidents  of  absolute  rank 
which  the  relative  rank  contemplated  in  this  amendment  will 
confer  are : 

1.  The  dignity  incident  to  the  name  of  the  rank, 

2.  The  right  to  wear  the  insignia  thereof. 

3.  The  eligibility  to  exeTcise  authority  within  the  limita 
set  forth  in  the  law,  which  are  as  follows: 

As  regards  medical  and  sanitary  matters  and  all  work  in 
the  line  of  their  duties,  they  shall  have  and  shall  be  regarded 
as  having  authority  in  and  abo\it  military  hospitals  next  after 
the  medical  officers  of  the  Army.  .  .  . 

Among  the  nurses  present  at  the  hearing  was  Miss  Delano, 
and  Mrs.  Greeley  called  upon  her  to  testify.    Miss  Delano  said : 

Mr.  Chairman,  for  a  number  of  years  I  was  superintendent 
of  the  Army  Nurse  Corps  when  Surg.  Gen.  Torney  was  Sur- 
geon General  of  the  Army.  As  the  superinterdent  of  the 
Anny  Nurse  Corps  I  inspected  all  of  the  military  hospitals  in 
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this  country,  Honolulu  and  the  Philippines,  and  had  ample 
opportunity  to  watoh  the  working  out  of  this  plan  in  timea  of 
peace.  Now,  I  believe  that  what  was  true  under  conditions 
which  obtained  then  would  hold  true  to  a  greatly  increased 
degree  now  in  time  of  war.  1  had  a  basis  of  comparison, 
be<'au8e  before  I  came  into  the  Army  Nurse  Corps  I  was  for  a 
number  of  years  superintendent  of  what  was  at  that  time  the 
largest  training  school  in  the  United  States,  that  at  Bellevue 
Hospital. 

When  1  went  into  the  military  hospitals  I  found  an  absolute 
lack  of  coordination  of  the  activities  in  the  wards.  I  found 
division  of  responsibilities  and  more  or  less  friction;  a  tre- 
mendous amount  of  adjustment  necessary  on  the  part  of  the 
nurse;  a  tremendous  amount  of  yielding  of  things  they  con- 
sidered important  for  the  sake  of  peace,  I  found  this  adjust- 
ment constantly  necessary,  and,  even  in  time  of  peace,  great 
dithculties.  .  .  . 

I  will  cite  one  instance.  .  ,  .  We  had  notice  from  the 
tuberculosis  hospital  at  Fort  Bayard  that  a  number  of  the 
nurses  were  reported  as  having  incipient  tuberculosis.  I  was 
sent  to  Fort  Bayard  to  look  into  the  matter.  ...  I  found  the 
head  nurses  of  the  wards  absolutely  without  responsibility  for 
the  cleanliness  of  the  wards.  I  had  again  a  basis  of  conapAri- 
son.  because  we  had  a  large  tuberculosis  service  at  Belleme. 
and  I  was  entirely  lamiliar  with  the  methiwls  net-es^ary  to 
prevent  the  spread  of  tuberculosis  or  the  reinfection  of  pa- 
tients. I  found,  so  far  as  I  could  determine*  no  systematic 
plan  for  preventing  the  spread  of  contagion  in  the  hospital  at 
Fort  Bayard  because  the  cleanliness  of  the  ward  rested  ab»o- 
lutely  in  the  hands  of  the  corps  men. 

Miss  Delano  next  discnsscMl  the  regulation  given  above  whiei 
defined  the  status  of  the  Army  nurse: 

Efficient  organization  in  any  hospital,  civilian  or  military,  in 
in  my  opinion  to  be  secured  only  by  placing  definite  responai- 
Ijility  upon  one  person  in  the  ward. 

In  the  matter  before  us  1  do  not  believe  that  any  rcrgtilation 
will  elTect  the  purpose  we  desire.  First,  because  we  have 
back  of  us  the  traciitiouH  of  years.  We  have  the  (H>rpsmen. 
we  have  even  the  officers  themselves  and  perhaps  the  nurMse, 
with  these  traditions  of  divided  re8p4:in8ibilily,  and  we  haic 
this  tradition  of  the  Hospital  (-orps  man,  who  in  the  ])8Jt  has 
not  been  placed  definitely  under  the  nurse.  Now,  a  new  regu- 
lation is  made,  but.  as  Mrs.  (Jreoley  said,  the  int«'rpr**lAtion  of 
tliat  reguiation  depends  entirely  upon  the  tempenunent  of  tht 
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commandiug  ofBcer  or  of  the  persou  to  whom  he  delegatet;  the 
duties  regarding  it.  .  .  , 


Mrs.  Greeley  then  called  Julia  Lathrop,  chief  of  the  Chil- 
dren's Bureau,  who  spoke  in  favor  of  the  propoHfd  umendinfiit. 
Mrs.  Highbee  was  the  next  speaker.  She  brought  forth  the 
eomparative  powerlessness  of  the  nurse  to  deal  with  an  insub- 
ordinate orderly.  Miss  Goodrich  w*a8  the  next  spf*aker.  She 
pointed  out  among  other  things,  that  in  the  view  uf  the  fact 
that  personnel  of  the  Hospital  Corps  was  constantly  changing, 
it  was  highly  important  that  the  authority  i»f  the  head  nurse 
should  be  so  clear  to  ii!l  with  whom  she  eanie  in  eontact  that 
no  loss  of  timci  ahuuld  result  in  teaching  th<!  new  nK>n  her  real 
status.  Raidc  would  imaiediutely  establish  this  authority  with- 
out words  or  written  regulations.  Mrs.  Greeley  then  read 
letters  supporting  rank  from  nurses  in  foreign  service,  and 
called  upon  additional  speakers.  Among  these  were  Colonel 
Victor  C.  Vaughan,  Medical  Corps,  National  Army;  Major 
Martin,  then  a  member  of  the  Advisory  Commission  of  the 
Council  of  National  Defense;  Miss  Thompson  of  the  Army 
Nurse  Corps;  Major  W.  J.  Mayo;  Dr.  William  M.  Oeer, 
Vicar  of  St.  Paul's  Chapel  New  York  City;  Mrs.  ITarriot  S. 
Blateh,  representative  the  New  York  Committee  to  Secure  Rank 
for  Nurses;  and  Mrs.  Harriot  Blaine  Eeale,  of  the  District  of 
Columbia.     The  hearing  was  then  adjourned. 

On  April  20,  the  iMilifary  Affairs  (-nmniittee  heard  General 
Gorgas'  opinion  regarding  the  proposed  amendment  to  the 
medical  reorganization  bill ;  the  Surgeon  General  stated  that  he 
"did  not  see  the  necessity  or  the  advisability  for  commissioning 
the  great  number  of  nurses, — it  won!d  be  over  80,000  as  second 
lieutenants.  I  do  not  see,"  he  said,  *'thut  it  is  necessary  for 
their  functioning.  We  can  give  them  all  the  authority  they 
want  in  the  war  now.  ,  -  ." 

The  rec^rganization  of  the  Army  Nurse  C^>rp8,  which  was 
iinally  contained  and  passed  in  the  Army  appropriation  bill 
for  Ifill),  iKvame  law  <iu  July  0,  11)18,  but  rank  for  nurses 
was  not  included  therein.  The  faihirc  of  the  proposed  amend- 
ment providing  for  rank  to  be  included  in  the  Army  Re<:trgnniza- 
tion  bill,  was  largely  due  to  the  opposition  of  the  War  De- 
partment. 

The  nursing  profession  was  resolute  in  their  claims  for  rank 

id  continued  to  agitate  the  question.    On  July  6,  1918,  Rcpre- 
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sontative  Raker  introduced  a  bill  into  the  House,  H.  R.  12698, 
which  read  as  follows: 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  United  States  of  America  assembled,  that  the  members 
of  the  Army  Nurse  Corps  shall  have  relative  rank  as  follows: 
The  superintendent  have  the  relative  rank  of  major;  the 
assistant  Huperintenileut,  director  and  aKsistant  diret^'turn  the 
relative  rank  of  captain ;  chief  nurses  the  relative  rank  of 
second  lieutenant;  and  nurses  the  relative  rank  of  sec-ond 
lieutcrmnts;  and  as  regards  medical  and  sanitary  matters  and 
all  other  work  within  tlie  line  of  their  professional  duties  shall 
have  and  shall  l)e  regarded  as  having  authority  in  and  alx)ut 
military  liospitals  next  after  the  medical  othcers  of  the  Army 
and  shall  wear  the  insignia  of  the  rank  in  the  Army  to  which 
their  rank  corresponds. 

This  bill  was  referred  to  the  Ilouae  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs.  In  the  pressure  of  the  timo^,  the  bill  was  lost  sight 
of  until  late  in  1018  wh(*n  the  subject  of  raids  for  Army  nursei 
again  begun  to  claim  interest. 

With  the  return  of  nurses  from  foreign  service  early  in 
1J)19,  rank  for  Army  nurses  became  the  foremost  nursing  issue' 
of  the  demobilization  period.  A  A^itional  Committee  to  Secure 
Hunk  for  Army  Nurses  was  f(»rmod  by  the  additiou  of  new 
members  to  the  old  New  York  City  Committee  of  which  Mrs, 
Blateh  had  bi^en  chairman.  Among  these  new  members  were 
the  presidents  of  the  national  organizations  of  nursing,  the 
members  of  the  former  Committer  on  Nursing  of  the  Council 
of  National  Defense  and  iuHuential  lav  men  and  women.  Mr. 
Tuft  was  the  honorary  chairman.  Miss  Noyes  vice-cLairuuin 
and  ilrs.  GrtM?ley  was  secretary  and  counsel. 

At  its  midyear  conference  in  New  York  in  1911*,  the  lioard 
of  Directors  of  the  American  Nurm's'  Association  voIim]  lo  sup- 
port the  movement  to  9<»cure  rank,  drew  up  with  the  aid  of  the 
National  (Taft)  C*»mmittee  a  plan  for  state  organisation  and 
instructed  their  secretary,  Katharine  DeVVitt,  to  write  to  all 
State  Nurses*  Ass^xMations  asking  their  eoojM^raiion.  On  Jam 
ary  28,  1011»,  Miss  DeVVitt  wrote  in  part  as  follow*  to  tb«' 
otHcers  of  all  State  asaociatious,  asking  their  active  lupport  to 
the  following  plan: 

1.    That  the  State-wide  committees  to  be  formed  shoald 
the  State  BrancheH  of  the  National   (Taft)   Committee  to 
Sei'ure  Hank  for  Nurses. 
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2.  That  these  state  communities  should  be  composed  alioul 
twenty  of  lay  persona  and  nursos,  the  chairnmn  preferably  a 
Jay  person,  either  a  man  or  a  woman. 

3.  That  the  State  Committee  raise  enough  money  through 
voluntary  subscription  to  finance  its  own  work  and  to  con- 
tribute a  quota  of  $?f»0  for  the  191!)  campaign,  to  the  National 
HeadqnarterH  in  Washington,  payable  as  soon  after  March  4, 
1!)19,  as  possible. 

By  April,  1910,  only  twelve  state  committees  had  been  or- 
ganized. In  the  April  issue  of  the  Journal,  Miss  Noyea,  as 
president  of  the  American  Nurses'  Association  and  vice-chair- 
man nf  the  National  Committee  to  secure  rank,  addressed  the 
presidents,  other  officers  and  me^ibcrs  of  state  associations, 
outlined  again  the  plan  of  organization  and  closed  her  letter 
with  a  strong  plea  for  cooperation.  In  the  same  issue,  the 
Journal  spoke  in  the  editorial  columns  for  rank  and  from  then 
until  the  passage  of  the  Lewis-Ruker  bill,  was  a  persistent  and 
eloquent  advocate. 

On  June  ('►,  1919,  u  bill  similar  in  wording  to  that  of  the 
second  Raker  hill,  was  introduced  in  the  Senate  by  Senator 
Jones,  was  referred  to  the  Senate  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
and  was  published  as  Senate  bill  No.  1737-  From  then  until 
the  end  of  the  legislative  struggle,  the  bills  prc*posing  rank  were 
referred  to  as  the  Jones-Raker  bills. 

Throughout  the  summer  and  fall  of  1919,  the  nurses  or- 
ganized their  forces  in  the  field.  At  Washington,  ilrs.  Greeley 
organized  extensive  office  headquarters  and  from  there  di- 
rected the  work  in  the  field  and  '*on  the  Hill'"  with  persistent 
cheerfulness  and  vigor.  Sara  E.  Parsons,  veteran  nurse  edu- 
cator and  war  leader,  volunteered  her  services  at  Mrs.  Greeley's 
office  and  during  the  fall  and  winter  of  1910  and  1920  spent 
much  time  in  l^ringing  to  the  attention  of  Congressmen  the 
vexations,  experiences  and  privations  to  which  nurses  had  been 
needlessly  subjected  overseas  on  account  of  lack  of  rank.  Expert 
publicity  advice  was  aeciired  and  a  news  service  established  at 
Mrs.  Greeley's  oHiee  which  issued  bulletins  periodically  to  the 
press  and  to  State  Committees  to  secure  Rank  for  Army  Nurses. 
Hundreds  of  nurses  who  had  had  foreign  service  sent  in  affi- 
davits recounting  the  diiliculties  which  they  had  experienced 
in  the  perfonnanec  of  their  duties,  in  traveling,  in  (jui^stions  of 
quarters  and  even  in  recreational  matters,  due  to  their  lack  of 
dignified  and  authoritative  status  in  the  Army.     These  letters 
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and  iifHdBvitH  were  published  in  the  Journal  throughout  the 
rampai^i  uiid  ci>pir:8  of  thrm  were  sent  to  Congressmen  with 
urgent  letters  asking  for  rank.  "Ever  since  April,"  stated  the 
editorial  eoliuniia  of  the  (November,  1019)  Journal,  ''a  stream 
of  letters,  resolutions  and  petitions  has  been  trickling  into 
Congressmen's  offices  from  nurses,  lay  persons  and  organiza- 
tions, recently  from  doctors,  too.  .  .  .  Not  only  has  a  pleusiuj 
proportion  of  the  whole  Congress  promised  to  vote  for  rank 
when  it  reaches  the  floor,  but  a  goodly  number  of  influential 
men  on  both  Committees  [on  Military  AflFairs]  are  pledgt^i 
its  support  in  committee.  Both  chairmen.  Senator  Wat 
wortli,  of  New  York,  and  Representative  Kahn,  of  Califomiiyj 
have  Ix^eome  avowedly  8^^npathetic." 

Early  in  the  fall  of  U*1U»  Congress  undertook  a  general  re*! 
organization  of  tlie  Army.  The  Senate  Committee  on  MilitarTj 
Affairs  took  up  for  consideration  the  Jones  bill  proposing  runkJ 
and  submitted  it  at  the  War  Department  The  following  letter 
was  written  on  August  28,  1011>,  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee: 

In  reply  to  your  memorandum  of  August  !?0,  1919,  in  which 
you  request  to  be  furnished  with  the  views  of  the  War  Depart*] 
meut  relative  to  th<'  liili  (S.  1737)  "To  grant  rank  to  thi 
Army  Nurse  Corps  and  for  other  purposes/'  1  beg  to  infoi 
you  that  the  War  Department  is  opposed  to  the  provision*  of 
the  proposed  bill. 

Tlie  bestowal  of  the  relative  rank  upon  Army  nurse* 
provided  for  in  the  l)ill,  white  nut  aetiuilly  providing  ihi 
Mith  commiKsions.  would  in  effect  result  in  placing  a  consid- 
ernble  number  of  Army  nurses  above  a  lar>je  nuitiber  of  Arm/j 
oflieers.  including  medical  oflicers  under  whom  they  are  serv- 
ing in  hospitals,     rnder  regulations  issued  by  the  Wtr  D«-^ 
partment,  members  of  the  Army  Nurse  Corps  have  been  giv< 
rank   above  all  enlisted   men  in  the  Array  and  as  rvganlii 
medical  and  sanitary  matters  and  work  in  ronnection  with  ll 
^iek   have  authority   in   mid   about  hoi^pitals  next   ^  '^ 

officers  of  the  Medical  Department  and  are  at  all  tin 
nbeyed  accordingly,  and  in  receive  the  respect  due  to  thctr 
pof'ition. 

Th(?  enactment  of  tlie  projKised  legislation  would  not,  in 
my  opinion,  serve  any  useful  purpose. 

On  September  4,  General  Ireland  appeared  before  the  Beiute 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs  to  discuss  the  reorgftiiizMtion 
of  the  Medical  Department  aud  expresacd  himself  as  oppu«ed< 
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to  rank.  Hitherto,  General  Ireland  had  l>een  a  stniiiich  advoento 
of  ali  projects  which  seemed  to  better  the  condition  of  nurses  in 
the  Army ;  in  fact  he  was  perhaps  the  first  advocate  of  the  Army 
Nurse  Corps,  for  he  had  gi-me  dowu  to  the  beach  at  Siboney 
during  the  Spanish-American  War  and  had  ai^ked  the  nurses  on 
the  Red  Cross  ship  Te.ras  to  come  ashore  and  help  in  the  care 
of  the  sick.  This  request  of  his  had  been  a  very  radical  de- 
parture from  Army  precedence  and  the  services  of  the  nur9e8 
from  the  Texas  had  formed  one  of  tlie  entering  wedges  of  pro- 
fessional nursing  service  in  the  Military  Establishment.  But  at 
the  hearing  on  September  4,  lylU,  General  Irchind  stated  that 
he  felt  the  nurses'  *'idea  in  securing  rank  to  better  their  position 
would  be  altogether  wrong."  Even  if  General  Ireland  had  him- 
self iM'lieved  in  rnuk  for  Army  nurses,  it  would  have  been  highly 
embarrassing  for  him  to  have  advocated  it,  because  he  could 
not  well  have  opposed  the  Chief  of  Staff  and  the  Secretary  of 
War,  both  of  whom  were  vigoronsly  opposed  to  granting  rank 
to  Army  nurses. 

On  Octolx^r  31,  the  Senate  and  the  House  Committees  on 
Military  Affairs  met  jointly  to  hear  General  Pershing  express 
his  views  on  Army  reorganization.  General  Pershing  stated 
that  he  favored  tlie  bestowal  of  rank  upon  nurses  "up  to  and 
including  the  rank  of  second  lieutenant."  His  indorsement 
and  that  of  the  American  Legion,  gave  much  encouragement  to 
advocates  of  rank  and  the  campaign  went  on  spiritedly. 

Officially,  the  American  Ped  Cross  took  no  part  in  the  strug- 
gle. At  the  first  meeting  of  the  National  Committee  on  Red 
Cross  Nursing  Service  after  the  signing  of  the  Armistice  Miss 
Palmer  read  the  following  resolution: 


mtereas — From  hundreds  of  nurses  and  doctors  of  all 
grades  of  rank  and  ability  returning  from  Array  service  to 
civil  life  we  have  heard  of  the  distressing  Imndicaps  put  upon 
the  Army  nurses  in  the  late  war  by  her  lack  of  suitable  officer's 
rank;  and 

Whereas — That  handicap  not  only  appreciably  lowered  the 
efficiency  of  the  nursing  service  rendered  but  also  permitted 
dii^(omfort.  digiourtet^y  and  disrespect  to  result  to  the  nurse  lu 
all  lier  relations,  professional,  recreational  and  social;  and 

\Vhere.a^ — Not  the  Army  alone  took  advantage  of  her  lack 
of  rank  but  public  institutions  unacquainted  with  her  position 
and  function  and  even  Red  Crosg  agencies  themselves  at  limes 
discriminated  against  her  for  the  avowed  reason  that  she  was 
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not  an  officer.  Red  Cross  hotels  having  some  of  them  denied 
her  slielter  and  comfort  on  tiiat  ground ;  and 

Whereas — The  lack  of  etandard  treatment  by  the  Army, 
which  she  so  valiantly  served  in  no  conscript  capacity,  and  the 
failure  on  the  part  of  the  great  organization,  the  American 
Hed  Cross,  to  support  her  in  lier  groat  need  for  rank  and  A 
clearly  defined  position,  liave  altogether  bred  in  far  too  many 
of  our  Army  N'urse  Reserve  a  deep-seated  discontent ;  and 

Wherms — The  hardships  and  humiliations  complained  of 
sccra  upon  analysis  to  have  resulted  in  no  wise  from  the  exi- 
gencies of  war,  but  from  purely  avoidable  causes ;  now  there- 
fore be  it 

Hesolved:  That  we,  the  National  Committee  on  Red  Crose 
Nurfling  Service  in  annual  conference  assembled  this  9th  day 
of  December,  1919,  do  herehy  deeply  deplore  not  only  the 
unfortunate  conditions  that  have  existed  and  the  feelings  they 
have  aroused,  but  also  the  hitherto  omission  of  the  American 
Red  Cross  to  lead  or  participate  in  any  effort  to  correct  these 
difficulties,  or  a  recurrence  of  them  by  the  elimination  of 
their  cau^foi?  and  the  establishment  of  rank  for  nurses;  and 
further 

Hesolved:  That  we  express  to  the  Central  Committee  of  the 
American  Red  Cross  our  deep  concern  that  in  the  absence  of 
cooperation  by  the  American  Heii  Cross  in  the  nurses*  present 
struggle  to  establish  a  suitable  and  dignitied  officers'  statu* 
for  themselves  in  the  American  Army  comparable  with  that 
of  other  English-speaking  nurses,  there  may  be  little  heart  in 
the  nurscH  of  America  for  continued  enrollment  in  the  Red 
Cross  for  service  in  :.he  Army  Reserve;  and  finally  be  it 

Uesolved:  That  we  therefore  invite  and  urge  the  Central 
Committee  to  a  most  seriouH  and  earnest  cf)nsi<lerHtion  of  the 
obligations  of  the  American  Red  Cross  to  American  uursea  in 
these  premises. 

This  r(*H(d\ition  hiid  been  drawn  np  «nd  signed  by  Miss  Max- 
well, Miss  i^utting,  Miss  Palmer  and  iiliss  Crnnrlall.  Aftrr 
Miss  Palmer  had  finished  reading  it  Miss  Novf^s  slntoil  (hat  tiio 
Rod  Cross  bad  never  taken  any  active  part  in  le^slative  work, 
but  she  Ixdiev^Hl  that  it  was  8\'nipnthetic  with  tnc  movement 
Hiss  ^finnigerodo  moved  that  the  resolution  bo  adopted  and 
presented  to  the  Central  Committee  of  the  \\eA  CruM  for  «»»- 
liderution.      This  motion  wua  carried. 

On  neccralKT  22,  Miss  Noycs  trnnsmitled  n  of>py  of  thne 
resolutions  to  yyr.  Farrand,  chairranu  of  the  Kxccutivc  Com* 
mittee,  and  on  January  2,  ]U20,  be  acknowledged  receipt  of  tbrm 
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and  asked  Miss  Noyes  to  discuss  them  in  detail  with  him  at 
her  convenience.  Some  days  later,  slic  and  Mrs.  Greeley  had  a 
conference  with  Dr.  Farraud,  at  which  he  stated  that  the  Red 
Croas  was  in  sympathy  with  any  movement  which  would  bettor 
the  condition  of  Array  Nursc^a  in  that  the  Hod  Cross  Nursing 
Service  was  the  reserve  of  the  Army  Nurse  Corps,  but  that  its 
policies  did  not  permit  it  to  take  part  in  any  legislative  struggle, 
lie  slated  also  that  while  he  appreciated  that  grave  consideration 
was  due  to  fonnal  resolutions  passed  by  a  committee  as  power- 
ful and  representulive  as  the  Nationiil  Committee,  yet  he  did  not 
think  it  advisahlp  to  pr«»sent  thrsr  rcsiilutiona  to  the  Executive 
Committee  for  action,  because  (leneral  Ireland  was  a  member 
of  the  Executive  Committee  and  was  also  one  of  the  chief  op- 
ponents to  bestowing  rank  on  Army  Nursc\s.  Dr.  Farraud  said 
that  he  felt  thnt  if  these  resolutions  were  submitted  to  the 
Executive  Committee,  the  members  would  naturally  seek  the 
advice  of  General  Ireland,  the  highest  medical  otliccr  in  the 
Army,  and  after  hearing  his  views  which  were  known  to  be  dis- 
tinctly hostile  to  rank,  would  in  all  pmbiibility  refuse  the  aid 
petitioned  by  the  National  Conuaittee.  This,  he  felt,  would 
result  in  embarrassment  to  the  Ked  Cross  and  in  harm  to  the 
cause  of  rank  for  luirees.  However,  he, advised  Miss  Noyes  to 
continue  her  individual  etTorts  to  secure  rank  and  the  con- 
ference was  then  eliised.  No  retvirdtof  these  ntiolutiona  appear 
ou  the  Minutes  of  the  Central  and  Executive  Committees. 

The  legislative  struggle  was,  however,  nearing  an  end.  The 
clause  projMtsiug  rank  fur  Army  nurses  was  included  among 
the  provisions  of  the  bill  f()r  Army  reorganization  and  was 
introduced  as  such  in  the  Senate  on  January  0,  1920,  by  Senator 
Wadsworth.  It  was  also  incluiled  in  the  House  bill  on  Army 
reorganization.  After  tivc  weeks^  during  which  nurses  inter- 
viewed Congressmen  '^on  the  IlilT'  while  other  nurses  and 
friends  of  nursing  brought  pressure  to  bear  on  the  committee 
men  from  the  field,  the  conference  committee  on  Array  re- 
organization tinally  came  to  agreement  on  May  27  and  reported 
that  "the  provision  for  the  relative  rank  of  nurses  was  agreed 
to,  it  being  contained  in  l>>tli  bills.'*  The  House  of  Represen- 
tatives adopted  the  conference  report  on  May  28,  the  Senate 
adopted  it  ou  the  next  day  and  the  bill  for  Army  reorganiza- 
tion, with  its  clause  b<'stowing  relative  rank  on  Army  nurses, 
was  signed  June  4  by  President  Wilson  and  became  law. 

The  conference  had  made  the  following  changes  in  the  word- 
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ing  of  the  original  Lewia-Jones-Raker  bill:  Head  nurses  were 
added  to  the  class  having  the  rank  of  second  lieutenant;  the 
clause  "and  shall  wear  the  insignia  of  the  rank  of  the  Anny  to 
which  their  rank  corresponds,'*  was  omitted  and  in  its  place 
were  inserted  the  words  "The  Secretary  of  War  shall  make  the 
necessary  regulations  prescribing  the  rights  and  privileges  con- 
ferred by  such  relative  rank.'* 

On  August  10,  1!)20,  the  Surgeon  General  was  notilted  by 
the  Secretary  of  War  regarding  tlK*se  regulations  and  he  imme- 
diately placed  the  gold  Umves  of  a  major  on  the  shoulders  of  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Army  Nurse  Corps.  Other  nurses  in  the 
corps  donned  the  insignia  as  94>on  as  orders  to  that  effect  could 
be  disseminated  through  American  Army  hospitals.  Thus 
was  ended  the  second  most  important  legislative  struggle  re- 
garding American  military  nursing  service  which  had  arisen  in 
the  United  States. 

In  retrospect,  it  will  be  seen  that  at  no  stage  of  its  develop- 
ment did  tbe  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service  take  a  more  im|x>rtant 
place  in  nursing  activities  than  during  the  period  of  dcmobili* 
zation.  Mim  Xoyes'  dual  p«)sition  us  president  of  the  Ameri- 
can Nurses*  Association  and  director  of  the  Red  Cross  Nursing 
Service  may  have  been  one  of  the  reasons  for  this;  another  and 
perhaps  more  vital  cause  was  the  fact  that  the  American  lied 
Crr^ss  from  lUlO  to  1022,  in  its  foreign  program,  its  publio 
health  nursing  and  educational  activities,  was  the  organization 
employing  the  largest  numbers  of  nurses  in  the  world,  and 
therefore,  with  its  previous  war  responsibilities  and  its  newer 
peace  activities,  it  was  an  organization  heavily  charged  with 
professional  adjustment  and  advance. 

The  dual  projects  undertaken  by  the  Red  Croes  Nursing 
Service  and  outside  organizations  weri'  Xhv  estaf  ■  t  of 
the  Hurcau  of  Information  and  its  suWqiicnt  mi  insis 

into  National  Nursing  lletidquarters;  the  creation  of  the  Nurse 
Corps  of  the  Public  Health  Serviw*,  with  the  Ited  Cross  Nurs- 
ing Service  as  its  reserve;  the  hospital i/jition  and  reeducation 
of  sick  and  di^^abled  nurses:  memorials  to  nurses;  and  thf  stu* 
dent  nurse  rocniiting  ni<»vement.  The  purely  Ited  IVosa  nnrHing 
projects  were  public  healtJi  nursing,  class  inatniction,  and  chJu- 
cational  work  through  the  Chautauqua.  The  one  major  pmjcvt 
of  demobilization  in  which  the  Nursing  Scnrice  bid  no  ofiicifll 
part  was  the  struggle  for  rank. 


CHAPTER  XII 
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The  Commission  for  Europe — The  Commission  for  Poland — 
The  Commission  for  the  Balkan  iStates — Montenegro — 
Albaiiia — Greece — North  and  tyouih  Serbia — Boumania 
— Contraction  of  War  Ortjanization 

ON  Noveniljcr  11,  1918,  the  Anioricnn  Red  Crosa  had  nine 
coiiimisfiiuus  coiiduclin^  inodical  and  gi'iuTul  relief 
activities  in  EurojH^  and  Asia;  these  eomiriissiiuis  were 
operating  in  England,  Franee,  Belgium,  Italy,  Palestine,  North 
Russia,  Siberia,  Serbia  and  Greeee.  Aecounts  of  the  nursing 
service  rendered  by  these  oommiasions  have  already  been  given, 
with  the  exception  of  those  to  Serbia  and  Greece.  The  Com- 
mission for  Roumania,  it  will  be  remembered,  had  been  with- 
drawn previous  to  the  cessation  of  active  hofltilities. 

During  the  post-Armistice  period,  the  immediate  task  before 
the  American  Red  Cross  was  to  bring  about  as  swift  a  re- 
trenchment of  foreign  activities  as  was  compatible  with  the 
ideals  and  obligations  previously  assumed  by  tlio  society.  The 
nations  of  western  Europe  were  well  able  and  eager  to  under- 
take their  own  reconstruction  and  by  the  beginning  of  the  year 
1920  the  iVmericaJi  Ri'd  Cross  hud  recalled  ita  commissions  from 
England,  France,  Belgium  and  Italy. 

The  need  for  medical  and  general  relief  in  Poland  and  the 
Balkan  Statcfs,  however,  wna  only  just  Ix'giuning.  The  war 
eloud  which  had  previously  shrouded  true  conditions  in  these 
countries  was  gradually  rolling  back  and  the  poverty  and  dis- 
eases which  existed  there  l>egan  to  receive  c/)gnizanee  in  the 
minds  and  press  of  western  Europe  and  America.  In  June, 
191  i>,  the  Congress  of  tlie  United  States  authorized  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  to  transfer  to  the  American  Red  Cross  such  medical 
and  surgical  supplies  and  dietary  foodstuffs  in  Europe  as  should 
not  be  needed  by  the  American  Army  abroad  or  jit  hume,  **to 
be  used  by  the  American  Red  Cross  to  relieve  the  pressing  needs 
of  the  countries  involved  in  the  late  war." 
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Thus  a  two-fold  foreign  problem  confronted  the  American 
Red  Cross:  First,  to  lerniinatc  its  aetivitiea  in  the  countries 
where  a  continuation  of  such  service  was  no  htogiT  needed; 
second,  to  develop  a  constructive  program  in  countries  where 
such  service  was  needed  and  desired. 

Under  the  regime  of  the  War  Council,  the  form  of  organiza- 
tion for  American  Red  Cross  activities  overseas  first  contem- 
plated, had  been  a  Commission  for  Europe,  with  headquarters 
at  Paris  and  branches  operating  in  different  countries  of  the 
European  field.  Major  Murphy's  title,  it  will  be  remembered, 
was  thiit  of  Commissioner  for  Europe.  As  the  need  for  Ameri- 
can Kcd  Cross  relief  activities  developed  iu  1017  and  1018  in 
different  countries  and  was  presented  to  the  War  Council,  new 
commissions  with  complete  quotas  of  personnel  and  supplies, 
were  organized  at  National  IIead(]uarters  and  sent  into  the 
fi(?ld.  If  the  area  of  their  assignment  was  geographicallv  so 
situated  that  the  Paris  office,  the  headquarters  both  for  the 
Commission  for  Europe  and  for  the  Commission  for  France, 
was  llie  logical  line  of  communication  with  Natituial  Hc-ud- 
quartcrs,  the  War  Council  linked  up  their  organization  with 
tJiat  of  the  Commission  for  Europe ;  if  not,  as  was  the  case  with 
North  Russia  and  Siberia,  they  operated  indepc*ndently  of  the 
Commission  for  Europe  and  reported  only  to  National  Head- 
quarters. 

On  January  20,  1018,  President  Wilson  notified  the  War 
Council  of  the  resignation  of  Major  Mnrphy  from  meralx'r- 
ship  on  that  Ixnly,  Major  M»irphy's  services  were  desired  by 
the  Army.  On  February  ri»  Major  Perkins  was  apj 
Cttmmissioner  for  Europe.  The  Nursing  Service  at  Si 
Headquarters  and  that  overseas,  however,  was  not  aouordivl  di- 
rect representation  on  the  staff  of  the  (^^ommi&sion  for  Europe. 
Miss  Dchinn  had  thought  that  Miss  Ru8s<*ll  wtmld  oiHtipy  sucli 
a  position  hut  she  had  Imn^h  asHigiu'd,  instead,  to  duty  in  the 
Department  of  Military  Affairs  of  the  Commission  for  France 
and  there  she  had  stayed  until  her  resignation  and  the  suImc- 
quent  reorganization  of  the  Nurs<*3'  Bureau  under  the  TUin^an 
of  VV^omen's  Hospital  Servici\  In  lieu  of  i>thcr  represi'uratinn, 
the  Chief  Nnrso  of  the  Commission  for  France  had  alao  scrrwl 
as  the  medium  of  communication  between  the  executives  of  the 
Nursing  Service  at  Nati«tnal  Headquarters  and  the  various  rhief 
nurses  of  (^jmmissiuna  in  the  Euro|H'an  field  and  the  ivourds  of 
luty  of  nurses  assigned  tu  Helgiunt,  Italy  and  Palealine 
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kept  in  the  Nurses*  Bureau  of  the  Cointnission  for  France. 
Miss  Delano  and  Miss  Noyos  knew  that  this  form  of  organiza- 
tion was  not  perfect  but  it  had  been  uphill  Avork  to  get  even  that, 
as  has  been  stated  before. 

When  the  War  Council  went  out  of  ofiiee  on  February  28, 
1919,  the  Executive  Coniniittce  was  confronted  with  the  need 
for  new  governing  machinery'.  The  post-Armistice  reorganiza- 
tion at  Nationnl  Ilciuhinartcrs  has  alrendy  been  described.  Aa 
a  form  of  orpinizotion  through  which  to  conduct  the  post- 
Armistice  program  overseas,  the  Executive  Committee  voted  a 
continuation  of  the  form  of  organization  tirsfe  adopted  by  the 
War  Cotmcil, — a  Commission  for  Europe,  with  headquarters  of 
the  commission  at  Paris  and  the  various  commissions  in  differ- 
ent countries  beading  up  through  the  European  Commissioner 
to  National  Headquarters.  Dr.  Farrand,  it  will  be  remembered, 
was  the  new  chainnan  of  the  Central  Committee.  Dr.  Fred- 
erick Paul  Keppcl,  oue  time  Dean  of  Columbia  University  and 
during  the  participation  of  the  tTnited  States  in  the  European 
War,  third  assistant  Secretary  of  State,  came  to  National  Head- 
quarters on  July  1,  1011),  to  act  as  vice-chainnnn  in  charge  of 
foreign  operations,  in  which  capacity  ho  assumed  the  direction 
of  all  Amerit-an  Red  Cross  w»]rk  overseas.  The  new  Commis- 
sioner for  Europe  was  Lieutenant  Colonel  Rolx^rt  E.  Olds,  a 
lawyer  from  St.  Pmil,  Minnl■s(^ta,  whf)  had  formerly  served  as 
counselor  to  the  Anu-rican  Ki'tl  Cross  Cijnnnissiun  for  France. 
He  took  up  his  new  duties  early  in  ll^lO. 

In  Mhv,  liUO,  the. Executive  Committee  formally  appointed 
a  Committee  .for  the  Kcadjustmeut  and  Liquidation  of  Euro^ 
pean  Activities.  This  committee  was  charged  with  the  respon- 
sibility of  selling  all  Red  Cross  supplies  no  longer  needed  in 
Europe  and  of  reducing  all  activities  to  a  minimum.  The  cora- 
mittec  was  composed  of  L.  J.  Hunter,  comptroller  of  the  Ameri- 
can Red  Cross,  and  A.  H.  Gregg,  director  of  the  former  Depart- 
ment of  Fon'ign  Affairs  at  NatioiuU  Headquarters.  Both  of 
these  men  had  been  in  France  working  on  the  problems  of  re- 
trenchment since  early  in  April  and  among  other  duties,  they 
took  over  the  affairs  of  the  Commission  for  France. 

American  R(m1  Cross  nursing  senice  in  Franco  in  connection 
with  the  close  nf  the  military  program  has  already  been  de- 
scribed. Of  the  trend  of  French  reconstruction  policy,  Miss 
Hall,  then  chief  nurse  of  the  American  Red  Cross  in  France, 
wrote  Miss  Noyes  on  March  14,  1919: 
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It  appears  that  the  French  Goveroment  has  not  asked  the 
American  Red  Croe^a  to  aaaist  in  reconstruction  work  in 
France;  furtherraoro.  it  welcomes  instead  small  groups  work- 
ing directly  under  its  own  dirertion,  rather  than  the  work  of  a 
large  organization  like  ours,  which  wishes  to  formulate  its 
own  policies  and  to  carry  on  the  work  according  to  its  own 
methods.  An  illustration  of  this  is  given  in  the  fact  that  both 
the  Smith  and  Vapsar  College  Units  have  now  heeu  severed 
from  the  American  Ked  Cross  and  are  engaged  in  reconstruc- 
tion work  under  the  French  Government.  There  is  every 
evidence  here  that  an  effort  is  heing  made  to  bring  the  affairs 
by  the  Red  Cross  in  France  to  a  conclusion  as  rapidly  as  is 
consistent  with  the  size  of  the  organization  and  the  varied 
work  it  has  done. 

As  far  as  the  nurses  themselves  are  concerned,  it  has  seemed 
the  wiser  policy  tu  return  as  many  as  possible  to  the  Uniti**! 
States,  owing  to  the  need  for  nurses  at  home.  We  have  kept 
the  number  needed  for  other  European  commissions  and  aUo 
a  small  reserve  for  emergencies  here  in  France. 

On  Deoera!>cr  1,  1018,  there  had  been  approximately  six  hun- 
dred American  Red  Cross  nurses  on  duty  with  the  various  com- 
missions  in  Europe  and  all  administrative  details  in  ootmcction 
with  their  service  had  boon  carried  on  through  the  Bureau  of 
Nursing  of  the  American  RjkI  Cross  Commission  for  France 
As  the  nursing  activities  of  these  commissions  were  brought  to 
a  conclusion  in  the  spring  and  summer  of  lUlO,  the  majority 
of  the  nurses  then  in  Europe  reported  back  to  the  Nurses*  Bu- 
reau at  Paris  and  wore  returned  to  the  United  States.  On 
March  24,  Miss  Hall  wrote  Aliss  Nojcs: 

.  .  ,  The  work  of  the  Nurses'  Bureau  is  being  brought  to  a 
close  and  the  major  part  of  it  will  be  finished  this  mouth.  A 
few  activities,  however,  will  continue  to  l>e  maintained  and  it 
will  take  perhap?  two  or  three  months  to  wind  up  these  pro- 
jects. To  carry  thcfic  and  the  new  constructi\e  program,  it 
has  been  suggested  that  a  Bureau  of  \ursing  he  attaihetl  to 
the  Comminsion  for  Europe  which  is  now  under  organization 
and  which  will  hav»3  its  headquarters  at  Paris.  As  long  ai 
there  are  nurses  on  duty  with  other  commissions  in  Europe, 
there  will  be  need  for  a  Vurses*  Bureau  in  Paris. 

Tn  thia  letter.  Miss  Hal!  asked  that  her  resignation  as  chief 
nurse  of  the  American  Ited  Cross  in  France  be  accepted ;  sbo 
had  been  overseas  for  two  vcars  and  desired  to  retuni  Ut  her 
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former  work  in  the  United  States.  **May  I  anggest,"  wrote 
Misa  Hall  in  the  letter  uf  Mureh  24,  "that  Alice  Fitzgerald 
would  muke  a  moat  adininihle  candidate  for  the  position  of 
chief  nurse  of  the  new  Bureau?'* 

A  month  later,  Miss  Hall  wrote  Miss  Noyes  of  the  further 
contraction  of  American  Red  Cross  activities  in  France : 

Great  pressure  is  being  brought  to  bear  on  the  Medical  and 
Surgical  Department,  including  the  Nurses*  Bureau,  of  the 
American  Red  Cross  in  France,  to  bring  our  atfairs  to  a  close 
and  to  get  our  i)ersonnel  started  fnr  tlie  States,  May  1  has 
been  named  as  the  date  for  the  nominal  closing  of  the  Nurses* 
Bureau.  1  have  pointed  out  the  demands  which  may  be  made 
upon  us  for  uurneg  and  f  h^ve  been  told  that  the  Commissioner 
for  France  can  no  longer  be  responsible  for  the  furtlier  assign- 
ments of  nurses  to  duty ;  if  any  nucleus  of  this  bureau  is 
retained,  it  will  have  to  be  attached  to  the  office  of  the  Com- 
missioner for  Europe. 

Fifty-nine  nurses  were  released  and  sailed  for  the  United 

States  in  April ;  tifty-eight  others  left  in  May  and  in  June  and 
July  one  hundred  and  fifty  additional  ones  returned  home. 
Miss  Hall  left  Brest  late  in  May,  but  before  her  departure  from 
Paris,  she  made  recommendations  to  the  new  C^ommissioner  for 
Europe  regarding  the  organijsatiou  of  the  nursing  staffs  of 
future  Red  Cross  commissions  and  these  recommendations  be- 
came the  basis  of  future  iVinerican  Red  Cross  nursing  organiza- 
tion overseas.  The  release  of  nurses  continued  until  there 
remained  in  Kurop<^  and  in  Paris  only  such  nurses  as  were 
needed  for  the  so-called  ^^constructive"  program. 

On  Jlay  8,  IIJUJ,  Colonel  Olds  transmitted  Miss  HhIPs  recom- 
mendatinns  aa  fnUows  to  all  departments  and  Bureaus  of  the 
Commission  for  Europe: 


The  Bureau  of  Nursing,  formerly  reporting  to  the  Com- 
missioner for  France,  will  he  transferred  to  the  C'oraniissioner 
for  Europe  about  May  10,  the  time  wlien  the  operating  tasks 
which  it  has  been  conducting  in  France  will  have  been  sub- 
stantially completed. 

Because  of  the  altered  work  of  the  American  Red  Cross  in 
Europe,  the  jutivities  nf  this  Bureau  will  be  substantially 
diiTerent  hereafter  than  they  have  been  heretofore.  Its  re- 
sponsibilities will  induce: 
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1.  Aid  to  each  operating  comini&sion  in  securiug  a  chief 
nurse  and  iu  as^i^i^ting  chief  nurses  in  obtaining  au  ade- 
quate force  of  workers. 

2.  General  advisory  service  to  the  chief  nurse  reporting  to 
each  commissioner. 

3.  Direction  of  any  nursing  operations  remaining  under 
the  Commissioner  for  France. 

4.  Continuance  of  the  nursing  records  already  cstahlished 
and  of  the  present  personal  service  to  all  nurses  in 
Europe. 

In  all  this  work,  the  Chief  Nurse,  in  direct  ctiarge  of  the 
Bureau  of  Nursing,  will  work  in  close  cooperation  with  the 
Department  of  Nursing  at  National  Headquarters  and  will 
apply  the  general  rules  laid  down  by  that  Depart niejit  to  meet 
the  above  responsibilities,  she  shall  maintain  such  a  reserve 
force  of  nurses  aH  may  be  required  to  meet  the  policies  of  the 
Commiiseion  for  Kuroi>e  and  this  question  shall  be  given  con- 
sideration in  arranging  the  release  of  nurses  now  engaged. 

The  Chief  Nurse  slinll  report  to  that  member  of  the  Com- 
missioner's staff  who  IS  in  charge  of  medical  service,  at  present 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Taylor. 

Upon  Miss  Xoycs'  recommendation,  Colonel  Olds  on  May  10 
appointed  Miss  Fitzgerald  chief  nurse  of  the  American  Kcd 
Cross  in  Europe  and,  as  such,  director  of  the  Bureau  of  Nurs- 
ing, and  suggested  that  alic  iniiiu^diattdy  gvt  in  touch  with  the 
chief  nurses  of  the  various  ci^mniissions  then  in  Europe. 

This  reorgunizalion  of  American  Red  Cntss  nursing  service 
in  Eun)pc  marked  the  successful  culmination,  on  paper,  at 
least,  of  the  struggle  begun  bv  Miss  Delano  in  11*14  and  carried 
on  by  her,  by  Miss  Noy**s  and  the  majority  of  chief  nursos  in 
the  field  during  the  ensuing  yenrs,  for  a  dignifiinl  and  profes- 
sional status  of  American  Red  Cross  nurses  on  active  duty. 

On  May  '22,  one  himdrcd  and  nincty-acvcn  nurses  and  twcnly- 
onc  nurses'  aides  were  on  duty  in  Europe,  making  u  total  of 
two  hundred  and  eighteen.  Thirty  of  these  nursca  were  atill 
serving  in  France,  some  at  American  K''d  Cross  Hospital 
No,  103,  the  maintenance  of  which  was  continued  for  the  benefit 
of  the  pers<mncl  of  American  welfare  organizations  still  in 
France;  some  at  various  dispensaries;  others  in  tlio  Nur»ee' 
Kqulpmcnt  Shop  and  the  Salvage  Department;  i»nd  still  other* 
on  duty  ut  Uie  lU'd  Cntss  <loc.k  infirmaries.  Eight  nurses  had 
been  loaned  to  the  Rockefeller  Foundation ;  eig)iti*cn  to  th<* 
Ctmmission  fur  the  Uelief  of  Belgium ;  thirteen  to  the  Serbian 
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Tuberculosis  Hospital;  two  to  Montenegro;  and  one  to  the 
French  Army  as  a  radiographer. 

The  nurses  on  duty  ou  ^lay  22  with  the  various  foreign  com- 
missions numbered  one  hundred  and  thirty-one.  Ninety  of 
these  were  srrvirig  in  thi*  IJulkan  vStates.  Late  in  October,  1918, 
National  Headquarters  hud  organized  a  Commission  for  the 
Balkans,  of  which  Henry  W.  Anderson  was  chairman  and 
Helen  Scott  Hay  chief  uui*se.  ^liss  Hay  arrived  in  Paris 
headquarters  iu  December  and  recruited  from  among  the  nurses 
being  reh^ased  by  the  Array  Nurse  Corps  in  France  and  the 
Nurses'  Bureau  of  tlic  foruKT  (\iinmission  for  France,  a  large 
staff  of  experienced  and  able  public  health  and  institutional 
nurses  for  dtity  in  the  Baltic  States.  An  account  of  these 
activities  will  be  given  later. 

In  May,  twelve  nurses  wore  still  on  duty  in  Italy,  under 
Miss  Foley's  direction.  Nin<»tcen  were  in  Palestine  but  h.id  no 
chief  nurse  and  as  the  affairs  of  the  Commission  for  Palestine 
were  then  being  concluded,  no  successor  to  Miss  Madiera  was 
appointed.  Eight  other  nurses  were  on  duty  in  Poland  and 
two  in  Prague,  Czecho-SIovakia.  The  affaire  of  the  Commission 
for  Great  Britain  were  being  brought  swifth'  to  a  conclusion 
and  by  July  1,  all  American  Red  Cross  nurses  on  ^lajor  Eudi- 
cott*8  staff,  had  sailed  for  the  States  or  accepted  assignments 
under  the  coauuissiuus  i-emaining  in  Europe. 

Among  the  unsettled  prnbli-ma  of  the  former  Commission  for 
France  was  that  of  nurses'  equipment.  On  August  5,  Miss 
Fitzgerald  wrote  Miss  Noyes: 

As  long  as  we  ha<l  8u[)plie8  here  in  Paris,  it  seemed  proper 
to  continue  to  equip  nurses,  but  the  time  is  coming  very 
shortly  when  we  will  not  have  enough  supplies  left  to  do  so. 
I  have  discussed  the  question  thoroughly  with  Mi?a  Rhodes 
and  we  agree  tliat  several  or  even  one  depot  for  equipment 
would  be  very  expensive  and  would  not  begin  to  give  satis- 
fat'tiun  to  all;  for  instance,  an  Equipment  Bureau  in  Paris 
could  barely  rench  some  parts  of  the  Balkans  and  an  equip- 
ment (fcpot  in  thf  Hulknns  could  not  rrach  Poland  or  Siberia. 
Transjvortntion  is  hi;ihly  nnccrtain  and  much  loss  of  time 
and  equipment  wouhl  inevitably  ensue. 

Owin;;  tu  this,  I  have  i*ut;^'ested  that  a  dress  allowenre  he 
made  to  each  nurse  assigned  under  the  Red  Cross,  witli  which 
she  is  exjH.H'tpd  to  provide  the  outdoor  uniform.  AH  the  other 
articles  she  will  provide  at  her  own  expense.    An  allowance  of 
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one  hundred  dollars  would  cover  the  expense  of  a  suit  eeeh 

year,  a  Btraw  and  felt  hat.  two  waipts  anvl  perhaps  an  ulster 
one  year  and  a  raincoat  the  next  What  are  your  wishe*  in 
thie  matter? 

This  recommendation  was  approved  hv  Miss  Noyes  and  the 
Commissionor  for  Europe.  The  Nurses'  Equipment  Shop  wiw 
olosed  and  the  supplies  distributed  or  returntxl  to  the  bureau 
of  Nurses'  Equipment  of  the  Atlantic  Division, 

The  close  of  the  Nurses'  Equipment  Shop  and  the  return  of 
nurses  from  Great  Britjiin,  Belgium,  Italv,  Palestine  and 
SilKTia  marked  the  termination  of  the  pre-Armistice  nurslnj; 
program.  The  true  post-Armistice  nursing  program  cmbrace<I 
three  distinct  types  of  nursing  service:  First,  emergency  nurs- 
ing to  alleviate  suffering  incident  to  the  war  in  Poland  and  the 
Balkan  States;  second,  a  constructive  program  which  consisted 
in  the  establishment  of  schools  of  nursing  under  American 
standards  in  foreign  countries  and  the  development  of  nursing 
fiervi<'e  in  connection  with  health  unit«;  and  third,  indinvt 
stimulation  to  the  development  of  an  international  advisory 
nursing  service  in  the  Ix'ague  of  Red  Cross  Societies.  Tliesc 
last  two  phases  of  the  post- Armistice  nursing  program  will  be 
treated  in  subsequent  sections.  This  section  of  this  chapter 
will  deal  only  with  the  emergency  nursing  relief  given  iu  Poland 
and  the  Balkan  States. 


On  November  9,  1918,  the  Independence  of  Poland  had  been 
solemnized  and  on  June  28,  1019,  the  treaty  of  Versailles  bad 
recognized  the  Republic.  When  Poland  was  opened  to  the 
Allies  in  December,  1918,  she  was  found  to  be  without  adequate 
food,  machinery  and  textiles  of  all  kinds.  Her  lands  in  the 
East  had  been  the  arena  for  much  of  the  heaviest  tighting 
between  Germany  and  Russia  in  the  early  days  of  the  war,  and 
nHX)!istruction  there  had  uoi  yet  Im'cu  initiated.  The  political 
and  military  situation  was  a  se«*thing  luie  and  the  entire  p)pu- 
hition  had  since  1910  l*een  the  prey  of  typhus,  cholera,  small- 
pox, trachonui  and  the  skin  di.scas(*8  due  to  inudmjuatu  feeding 
and  unsunitarv  housing  cotnlttiiuis. 

Some  insi^rlkt  into  the  conditions  of  poverty  and  misrry  which 
hud  existed  in  Poland  since  the  collapse  of  Russia  wen*  kiu>wn 
to  relief  organizations  in  the  I'nited  States  during  1018,  but 
the   bristling  Teutonic  front  did   not   permit  the  sending  of 
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Allied  relief  personnel.  However,  the  Polish  Reconstruction 
Committee  and  the  War  Work  Council  of  the  National  Board 
of  the  Young  Women's  Christian  Association  had  organized  and 
given  short  courses  in  elemeutarv  nursing  and  social  service 
technique  to  a  group  of  young  Polish- American  women  then  in 
the  United  States,  with  a  view  toward  assigning  them  to  relief 
work  in  Poland  as  soon  as  that  nation  would  be  opened  to  the 
Allies.  These  young  women  were  to  be  known  as  Polish  Grey 
Samaritans.  Itecruitiug  and  training  was  under  the  direction 
of  a  joint  committee;  Madame  Laura  de  Gozdawa  Turczy- 
nowicz,  Madame  Marya  Przyhylowska  and  Misses  Elizabeth 
Packard  and  Aliw  Preston  represented  the  P(dish  Reconstruc- 
tion Committee;  JMrs.  John  R.  Mott,  Miss  Sarah  S.  Lyon,  Mrs. 
Henry  P.  Davison  and  Mrs.  Harry  M.  Bremer  represented  the 
Young  Women's  Christian  Association;  Mrs.  Mott  was  chair- 
man. The  committee  had  at  its  disposal  the  sum  of  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars  with  which  to  finance  the  training  of  the  Samari- 
tans and  their  assignment  overseas.  Contact  between  the  com- 
mittee and  the  American  Red  Cross  had  been  established  in 
June,  11)18;  Madame  Turcynowicz  had  written  Miss  Delano 
regarding  the  placement  of  Polish  Grey  Samaritans  in  hospitals 
where  they  might  assist  in  the  care  of  the  200,000  Pijles  then 
in  tlie  American  Army  and  Miss  Delano  had  referred  her  to 
Miss  Goodrich  and  the  Army  School  of  Nursing. 

The  first  contingent  of  Polish  Grey  Sainavitana  went  to 
France  in  September,  1918,  under  the  direction  of  Madame 
Paderewski,  wife  of  the  distinguiflhed  Polish  pianist  who  later 
became  president  of  the  Polish  Republic.  With  them  was  an 
American-trained  Polish  nurse,  Josephine  Jokaitis,  who  had 
done  public  health  nursing  under  the  Chicago  Infant  Welfare 
Society.  Mrs,  Jokaitis  was  enrolled  in  the  American  Red  Crosa 
Nursing  Service  through  the  Paris  Committee  early  in  1019 
and  afterwards  played  an  important  part  in  American  Red 
Cross  nursing  service  to  Poland. 

A  second  group  of  one  hundred  Grey  Samaritans  sailed  from 
New  York  on  April  IfJ,  1919,  for  service  in  Poland.  The  Joint 
Committee  of  the  Polish  Grey  Samaritans  had  intended  to  aa- 
Bign  a  nurse  to  take  charge  of  the  unit  and  brouclied  tlie  subject 
to  Miss  Albaugh,  but  arraugemeuta  were  finally  made  between 
the  Joint  Committee  and  Miss  Noycs  and  Miss  Hall  whereby 
the  unit  would  be  linked  up  in  Poland,  if  opportunity  developed 
there  for  their  services  under  the  American  Red  Cross,  with  the 
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Chief  Nurse  of  the   American   Red   Cross   Commission  for 
Poland. 

In  Febniary,  1919,  at  Paris  Headquarters,  an  American| 
Red  Cross  Commission  for  Poland  was  organized,  of  which  I)r. 
W.  C.  Bailey,  of  Boston,  was  the  director.  The  unr&ing  per- 
sonnel was  composed  of  four  American  Red  Cross  nurses  and 
thirteen  Polish  Grey  Samaritans  of  Aladame  Paderewaki'i 
group.  Emma  Wilson,  a  Hopkins  nurse  who  hud  donc^  luedicil 
social  service  work  at  Bellevnc  Hospital,  public  health  nursing 
at  Henry  Street  and  had  served  under  the  C^ommission  for 
France  in  the  Service  de  Sante  and  at  the  Bordeaux  dock  in» 
firmary,  was  chief  nurse;  Mrs.  Jokaitis  was  her  assistant.  Ai 
second  Polish  nurse,  Marie  Suchowska,  who  had  also  been 
trained  in  the  United  Stiites,  accompanied  the  unit.  The  two 
other  American  Red  Cross  nurses  were  Mary  Bartlcy  and 
Martha  8.  Clarke.  A  trainload  of  supplies  had  already  bera, 
sent  up  to  Poland  in  January  and  the  commission  took  another' 
trainload  with  it  when  it  left  Paris  for  Warsaw,  in  two  soctions^ 
on  February  20  and  21. 

In  a  report  of  the  Nursing  Service  in  Poland  from  March 
to  June,  1D19,  Miss  Wilson  wrote: 

On  March  3,  our  baud  of  five  nurses  and  thirteen  ail 
reached  Warsaw,  and  on  April  2G  three  more  lied  CraflS' 
nurses  arrivcil.  We  imnieiliutely  bcj^au  to  set  up  heailquartfrit 
and  a  personnel  houne.  .  .  . 

Calls  for  nurses  for  special  duty  came  early  and  h«ve  sinoe 
been  constant.  .  .  .  The  uncertamty  of  our  plans,  the  diffi- 
culties of  transportation  and  the  extent  of  the  territt>ry  to  b* 
covered  made  it  seem  undesirable  to  establish  a  hospital  at{ 
Waresw  to  care  for  ill  members  of  the  commission.  On 
June  3,  we  had  pivcn  twenty-Rix  week?  of  private  duty  nursing 
to  our  invn  jierHonncl.  We  nisn  furnitthed  nnrsiuf^  rare  to 
British  offkern  of  the  Inter- A  Hied  Comniisaion  and  to  A 
Captain  of  the  Hrwver  Food  (*om?uis«iori. 

Since  the  plans  of  the  Polish  Conunissiou  were  in  a  fonmi- 
lative  state,  we  were  invited  to  help  at  the  lar^  military 
hospital  at  Warsaw,  the  Vjiudouski  Sfntai.  On  Manh  10, 
one  half  of  our  nurses  anH  aide?  went  on  duty  there.  At  firrt 
the  conditions  seemed  unlx-lievfthlo,  hut  we  have  seen  mocbi 
worse  since.  The  native  nurses  were,  of  rourse,  untrainMli 
and  their  hourn  of  duty  seemed  very  short  to  us,  hat  in  view 
of  their  innuffirient  fond  and  uneomfortahle  quarters,  littU 
mor«  could  have  been  capeeted  of  them. 


I 
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There  was  no  soap,  no  bed  linen  ...  no  suitable  food  fur 
patieiitfi  on  !iqui(J  or  light  diet  and  practically  no  niedicitiea 
or  nursing  appliuuees.  The  day's  rations  of  hard  black  broad 
was  placed  each  morning  on  the  bedside  table  of  the  con- 
valescent and  the  dyiu^  alike.  No  Red  Cross  supplies  even 
were  available  for  our  nurses  or  their  patients  during  their 
three  weeks'  assig^nnient  here,  but  the  American  nuraes'  work 
won  for  them  many  friends. 

Late  in  March,  the  commission  decided  to  undertake  general 
relief  work  in  the  Department  of  the  East  and  the  cooperation 
of  the  Polish  llvd  Cross  was  S4)iight.  Twenty-two  joung  Polish 
women  were  secured  to  act  as  iuterpretera  and  were  attached  to 
Miss  Wilson's  staff  as  nurses'  aides.  Of  their  assignment  to 
duty,  Miss  Wilson  wrote : 

We  divided  our  forty  nurses  into  four  unit*,  each  with 
American  Red  Cross  nurses  in  charge  of  numerous  aides,  and 
on  April  3  we  left  Warsaw  on  the  Commissioner's  supply 
train. 

On  April  20,  nine  more  Polish  aides  and  on  J[ay  14,  thirteen 
others  were  sent  from  Warsaw  into  the  field,  so  that  the  nursing 
staff  finally  numbered  seven  American  Red  Cross  nurses,  thir- 
teen Grey  Samaritans  and  forty-four  Polish  aides.  The  plan 
for  relief  work  embraced  the  assif^rument  of  American  lied 
Cross  personnel  to  tlie  Korel  district  from  whence  they  were 
to  work  north  through  the  regions  of  Brest-Litovsk  and  Bialy- 
stok.  Major  II.  W.  Taylor  took  charge  of  the  work  in  the 
Department  of  the  East  with  Major  A.  J.  Chesley  as  his  chief 
of  statT. 

One  of  the  units  went  to  Maciejow,  a  village  with  a  popu- 
lation of  2000,  of  whom  the  majority  were  Jews,  and  established 
a  small  hospital  tind  dinpi'itsary  in  an  old  building  formerly 
used  as  a  Germun  hosj)ituI  and  bathhrmsc.  FikmI  and  supplies 
and  a  small  amount  of  nursing  and  dispensary  8(»rviee  were 
distributed  from  this  base  to  the  surrounding  countryside. 

A  second  unit  went  to  Dolsk  and  cstabHshed  a  dispensary 
and  canteen  In  buildings  formerly  belonging  to  an  old  Polish 
estate.  Miss  Bartley  was  in  charge  of  the  nursing  activities 
here  and  Mrs.  Jokaitis  did  public  health  nursing. 

The  third  unit  went  to  Pruzana,  a  village  located  a  few 
hours'  travel  north  of  Brest-Litovsk.  The  nurses  and  aides 
went  into  an  old  palace  which  was  half  occupied  by  the  military 
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authorities  bnt  foxind  conditions  such  that  little  medical  or 
nursing  acrvico  ccaild  be  rendered.  Instead,  Mrs.  Clarke,  the 
nurse  in  charge,  imd  hor  aides  did  the  housekeeping  for  the 
Aniericun  personnel  and  ran  a  canteen  which  daily  fed  eighteen 
hundred  people. 

Ntjrth  of  Pruzana  was  located  Bereza  Kartusa  and  the  unit 
assi^ed  there  eatahlished  an  orphanu^^  for  sixty  Polish  children 
and  a  dispensary  from  whicli  medical  service,  public  health 
nursing  and  general  relief  was  extended  into  the  surrounding 
country. 

Early  in  June,  191fl,  Miss  Wilson  returned  to  Paris  head- 
quarters. Conditions  in  Poland  were  diaotic.  The  nurses  had 
had  no  voice  in  the  determination  of  nursing  pilicies  and  the 
executives  of  the  commission  seemed  to  possess  little  idea  of  the 
possibilities  for  the  broad  and  varied  service  which  nurses 
might  render.  The  leaders  of  the  commission  felt  that  a  speak- 
ing knowledge  of  the  Polish  language  was  of  paramount  im* 
portanoe,  without  which  the  American  nursf^s  could  do  little. 
and  tliey  appeared  to  prefer  the  services  of  poorly-trained 
Polish-speaking  aides  to  that  of  Amrrican  Red  Cross  niir^** 
working  with  interpreters.  Miss  Wils^m  bad  stood  out  for  the 
development  of  dispensaries  and  pnblic  health  nursing  service 
under  the  direction  of  the  well-train<*d  American  nurses;  btit 
the  Comniisfiioner  did  not  agree  with  her  in  this  policy  and 
ordered  her  in  rettirn  to  Paris  Headtjuarters.  She  nndcrsti»*»d 
that  the  nursing  program  in  Poland  was  discontinued  and  ex- 

fected  that  the  Amerienn  nnrses  and  Polish  aides  would  fnllow 
er  within  a  few  days,  if  not  on  the  next  train.  The  day* 
passed  and  no  nurses  made  their  npp<*araTu.*e.  Miss  Fil7;grr)iM, 
anxious  lest  the  nndire<'ted  group  should  come  to  grief,  sent  a 
fcable  of  protest  to  the  ComraissioDer  for  Poland  repirding  tlio 
treatment  given  Mias  WiUitn  and  reqnestcil  tluit  an  acting 
chief  nurse  be  appointed  at  once  wh'>  wonld  communicate  with 
the  Nurses*  Hureau  at  Paris  lleadipnirterH  and  send  in  rep^rta 
of  the  nurses'  condnr-t  and  welfare.  Tn  response,  Coloiu*! 
Bailey  appoinNnl  Mrs.  Jokaifia  as  acting  chief  nurw*  and  held 
the  nurses  in  Poland,  where  they  ccmlinued  Ui  do  civilian  relief 
work. 

During  the  summer  of  1f*10,  all  the  affairs  of  the  Commiiwion 
for  Poland  were  in  a  somewhat  fluid  state.  On  August  11, 
Colonel  (^besley  was  app'inted  to  s\icc<»ed  Colonel  Bailey  and  be 
imm<»diately  drew  up  plans  for  the  development  of  an  cxti-naiTe 
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medical  and  mirsinir  program  in  Poland.  Early  in  September, 
he  called  upon  the  Chief  Nurse  of  t\w  European  Conmiission 
to  secure  ten  Polish-speaking  American  nurses  for  service  in 
Poland  but  several  days  Inter  had  countermanded  the  order, 
authorizing  instead  a  s^x^ial  service  worker  to  go  to  the  United 
States  and  recruit  all  pcrsonuel,  professional  and  otherwise, 
for  the  reorganized  Polish  Commiasiou.  In  place  of  the  usual 
salary  of  $70  u  luniith  for  1!k1  Trnss  inirseH  in  foreign  w^rviee, 
Major  Chesley  authorized  the  sum  of  $105 ;  he  also  stated  in  his 
letter  of  instriiction  to  his  new  representative  that  "it  is  not 
essential  for  our  work  that  the  nurses  have  the  regular  nurses* 
uniforms,  as  those  issued  to  social  workers  will  \ye  satisfactory." 
Major  Chesley  wrote  on  the  same  day  to  Miss  Noyes,  that  he 
felt  that  *'it  would  be  better,  not  only  for  the  workers  but  for 

the  Red  Cross,  to  have  Miss personally  superintend 

the  recruiting  of  the  nurses  and  to  convoy  them  to  Warsaw  to 
ub/*  rather  than  to  have  it  done  through  Miss  Fitzgerald's  office. 

The  situation  which  ensued  possessed  certain  elements  of 
humor  which  Miss  Noyes  and  Mies  Fitzgerald  would  have  been 
better  able  to  appreciate  if  their  patience  had  not  already  been 
overtaxed  by  the  seemingly  complete  ignorance,  on  the  part  of 
Red  Cross  foreign  commissioners,  of  the  standards  and  regula- 
tions of  the  NnrsiuiT-  Service.  To  offer  nurses  a  higher  salary 
for  service  in  Poland  rhnn  that  whifh  was  being  given  to  those 
working  under  other  llt-d  Vmss  for^'ign  eonnnissions  was  mani- 
festly unfair.  To  delegate  to  a  laywoman  the  choice  and  super- 
vision of  Red  Cross  nurses  and  to  suggest  that  when  so  chosen 
they  wear  the  uniform  of  social  service  workers,  was  a  pro- 
cedure whit^h  tlew  in  the  very  face  of  nursing  traditions.  Months 
were  consumed  in  the  adjustment  of  this  irregularity.  Finally, 
the  ten  Polish-speaking  nurses  were  reeniited  through  the  Xura- 
ing  Service  at  Natloiud  Headquarters  and  in  the  various  Di- 
visions, purticnlarly  thiit  in  Chieugo,  nnd  set  sail  from  New 
York  in  Dect^niher,  under  (lie  U'lidcrship  of  Edith  Merle  Benn, 
one  of  the  former  nursn  leeturcrs  on  the  Rudcliffi*  Chautauquas. 

Miss  Fitzgcrald*s  last  piece  of  work  as  chief  nurse  of  the 
American  Red  (?roas  in  Europe  consisted  of  a  tour  of  inspection 
which  she  made  in  Polimd  between  October  2  to  OctoU'r  17. 
Of  the  activities  of  the  commission  in  Bialystok,  she  wrote : 


We  visited  two  very  large  warehouses,  one  of  which  was 
particularly  well  stocked  ¥rith  clothing,  medical  supplies  and 
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general  equipment  We  visited  a  refugee  camp  to  which  the 
returning  natives  are  brought  for  clennsiug,  are  kept  on  aa 
average  of  three  days  and  supplied  with  some  clothing  by  the 
American  Ke<i  Cross.  Homo  of  the  soldiers  stationed  nearby 
have  also  received  clothing  from  the  organization-  We  also 
visited  a  typhus  hosi}ital  of  five  hundred  beds  which  has  been 
vastly  improved  through  the  guidance  and  advice  of  ouf 
physicians  and  to  which  some  equipment  has  been  given.  \o 
American  Hed  Cross  personnel,  however,  is  assigned  there. 

Next  we  went  to  an  Army  hospital  of  one  thousand  beds  to 
which  the  commission  had  given  equipment^  and  also  the 
labomlory,  of  which  Dr.  Placida  Gardner  is  in  charge.  .  .  , 
Apart  from  the  equipment  given  to  the  hospitals,  no  American 
Rerl  Cross  medical  work  of  any  sort  is  being  done  in  Bialy- 
fitok.  .  .  . 

On  their  way  east,  Miss  Fitzgerald's  party  visited  the  villag^j 
of  Slouim  to  which  the  comiulssiou  had  previously  given  eqiiipv| 
meat.    Miss  P^itzgc-rald  wrote: 

Tlie  hospital  was  in  a  verj'  bad  condition  and  the  only 
person  who  seemed  to  be  at  all  responsible  was  one  nattvt 
woman  who  took  us  around.  The  patients  were  not  cared  for| 
the  building  was  dirty  and  nothing  seemed  to  be  in  place,  t- 
have  never  seen  a  more  striking  example  of  the  useleasuess  ofj 
giving  equipment  to  a  hospital  M'ithout  provifling  at  least  a 
temporary  loan  of  personnel  to  teach  the  natives  how  to  u:»e 
that  equipment.  ...  A  very  elalwrate  bathing  arrangement 
which  has  l>een  put  up  was  naturally  out  of  order  and  all  th^j 
water  which  should  liave  been  in  the  boiler  or  in  the  tub 
on  the  floor. 

I  remarked  on  the  fact  that  a  nurse  or  nursing  aide  couldj 
do  a  great  deal  even  in  a  short  time  in  such  a  hospital^  but  \i 
seems  that  that  kind  of  work  has  not  entered  into  the  schemftl 
outlined  in  Poland  in  the  past. 

From  Slonim,  Miss  Fitzgerald  went  to  Raranovicol  jm  '  *       1 
there  a  hospital  attached  to  a  military  cump  and  a  1.^ 
tributing  center.     Miss  Fitzgerald  wpot«: 

The  hospital  is  in  better  shape  than  any  I  had  prevjoi 
seen.  ...  A  Polish  aide  wan  on  duty  there  and  others  w«i 
busily  distributing  clothing  and  food,  going  in  cmrtfl  froi 
one  village  to  another.  .  .  .  This  distribution  repre«?nt« 
great  deal  of  work  and  requires  a  considerai)le  namh^ 
people.    In  the  mouth  of  September  alone  the  unit  jitatii 
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at  Baranovicoi  readied  14S  villages  and  distributed  clothing 
to  about  40,000  people.  .  .  .  When  sick  people  are  found  in 
the  liomes  no  atlcitipt  i^  made  to  give  them  n^cdical  attention 
at  tliat  time,  but  if  very  ill  the  family  is  advised  to  take  the 
patient  to  the  nearest  hospital^  which  in  many  cases  is  a  long 
distance  away. 

From  Baranovicei,  ilias  Fitzgerald  went  to  Kobryn  and 
found  siniilur  work  being  curried  on.  From  thcr*^  aho  proceeded 
to  Brcat-Litovsk  and  tlunicc  hjick  to  Wiirauw.  She  then  made 
the  following  reconinicndiitions: 

There  is  practically  no  medical  work  being  done  by  the 
American  Ked  Cross  in  rolaiid  and  I  feel  that  we  arc  missing 
a  great  opfvortunity  by  not  pbuing  nurses  and  nuri^es'  aides  in 
the  Polish  hospitals.  There  is  no  reason  to  think  that  when 
this  method  has  succeeded  so  well  in  other  countries  it  would 
not  be  equally  successful  in  Pohitid.  .  .  .  Hitlierto,  the  policy 
of  the  American  Ked  Cross  in  Poland  has  placed  the  question 
of  language  before  any  other  factor.  This  is  plainly  shown  by 
the  very  large  Polish  personnel  composing  the  commission. 
In  units  like  tliose  at  Baranovicei  and  Kobryn,  the  only 
American  people  are  the  (ltHti>r  and  one  stenogrnpher;  the  rest 
of  the  liftceu  or  twenty  wunicn  are  Poles,  some  of  whom  were 
enrolled  in  America  but  many  of  whom  do  not  even  speak 
English. 

I  have  been  told  on  excellent  authority,  and  I  can  readily 
believe  it,  that  the  Polish  people  themselves  would  prefer 
American  workers  and  undoubtedly  tli(»se  would  carry  with 
them  a  prestige  which  no  native  can  obtain.  It  is  not  always 
easy  to  determine  the  spirit  in  which  the  native  distributes 
assistance  and  there  is  alwiiys  the  danger  of  crippliiig  one's 
gift  through  a  patronizing  attitude. 


The  military  situation  in  Poland  early  in  1920  was  favor- 
pble  to  the  ilevclopnu'tit  i»f  an  Amorican  Red  Cross  program. 
In  April,  lt)20,  the  K<'puhlic  had  an  army  of  700,000  men  in 
the  field.  An  active  spring  offensive  w^as  expected  on  the  putt 
of  both  tlie  Poland  Army  and  the  Red  Guard  and  the  Ameri- 
can Red  Cross  commission  in  Poland  made  extensive  plana  to 
furnish  medical,  nursing  and  general  relief  to  Polnud  duriutf 
tbe  ensuing  luoatLs* 

^  In  addition  to  tbe  unit  of  ten  Polish-speaking  nurses,  Na- 
tional Headquarters  sent  other  units  during  the  early  spring 
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of  1020,  ao  tliut  by  June,  1020,  the  nursing  staff  of  the  Polish 
Commission  niunbercd  cighty-ono  nurses  and  twelve  nurses' 
aides. 

On  May  19,  Miss  ITay  loft  Paris  to  make  an  inspection  trip 
in  Poland  and  during  the  f<:>lIowing  weeks  she  visited  the  chief 
centers  of  American  Red  Cross  n\irsing  activities  and  found 
that  the  Comiuissi(»n  for  Poland  had  developed  a  broad  program 
of  medical  relief  in  the  rejjiona  dominated  by  Warsaw  in 
central  Pohmd;  by  Vilmi  and  Minsk  in  northeast  Poland;  by 
Bialystok  and  Brest-Litovsk  in  central-easteni  Poland  and  by 
Lemberg  and  Cracow  in  southern  Poland.  The  resume  of 
nursing  activities  which  follows  is  based  largely  on  Miss  Hay's 
report  of  her  tour  of  inspection  ma<le  in  May  and  June,  a 
report  submitted  to  Miss  Noyes  on  July  15,  1!>20. 

In  Warsaw,  American  Red  Cross  medical  and  nursing  relief 
included  the  maintenance  of  a  typhus  research  hospital  and  a 
small  hospital  for  the  care  of  American  Red  Cross  personnel 
in  Poland. 

The  Typhus  Research  Hospital  had  l)cen  established  in 
]^farch  under  the  direction  of  the  1-engue  of  Red  Cross  Socie- 
ties.^ The  patients  consisted  of  especially  typical  and  critical 
cases  of  typhus,  which  were  chosen  from  among  patients  of 
hospitals  in  the  field,  particularly  that  at  Stanislau,  and 
sent  (o  Warsaw  for  observation  and  treatment.  7^he  capacity 
of  the  hospital  was  tweuty-t'ight  IilmIs,  The  nursing  stalf  was 
maintained  at  an  average  strength  of  alKiut  twelve  nurses  of 
the  Commission  for  Poland,  The  comnumding  ofti(H'r  was  l)r. 
F.  E.  Palfrey  and  the  head  nurse,  Stella  Afathews.  Miss 
Mathews  was  a  Afilwankee  nurse  who  had  organized  the  nurs- 
ing personnel  and  S4*rve(l  as  chief  nurst*  of  Hase  Hospital 
No.  22  and  Evacuation  Hospital  No.  20  at  Beau  Desert  Center, 
A.  E.  F.,  France. 

The  hospital  eatablished  for  the  care  of  American  Re*!  Cross 
personnel  in  Poland  was  loeiited  in  Praga,  a  suburb  of  War- 
saw, and  was  called  the  Praga  Hospital.  Lenna  IL  Denny 
was  head  nurse. 

Northeast  of  Warsaw  was  situated  the  Russian-Polish 

of  Vilna,  where  the  Pnliali  Army  ojXMied  itn  March  10,   I 

a  military  surgical  hospital.     The  x\mericau  Rtnl  Cmsa  C-om* 

mission  fur  Poland  furnislied  eipiipment  for  this  hospital  and 

'  For  a  cumplctv  account  ttf   Ihi*  riimnHif;n   ngMlnitt    Ivpltui   In    iViUad, 
Me  th»  Dullrtiuft  of  thp  Usa^uo  uf  Red  Croa*  Sucivtie*.  '1910-lVSO.  VoL  L 


The  American  Red  Cross  Orphauuge  at  Liakow,  Poland. 
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assigned  twenty-seven  nurses  to  duty  there  with  Edith  Clen- 
denniii*:;  aa  fiejul  niirae.  The  hi>H|>itul  was  housed  in  tents, 
barracks  and  n  Inrpe  and  attraftive  building  which  had  for- 
merly been  oi'tMijiied  by  the  Russian  Military  School.  The 
capacity  was  three  hundred  and  fifty  patients,  with  an  emer- 
gency expansion  to  six  hundred. 

On  the  outskirts  of  Vilna  in  a  large  pine  forest  the  Vilna 
Railroad  had  maintained  (prior  to  the  outbreak  of  the  Euro- 
pean War)  a  hospital  for  the  l>enotit  of  its  employees.  The 
large  main  builrling  had  been  subsequently  wreckcil  and  was 
not  usable,  but  the  hospital  establishuieut  inchided  detached 
cottages  wherein  infectious  cases  had  been  treated.  The  com- 
mission took  over  and  repaired  seven  of  these,  assigned  an 
American  Red  Cross  surgeon  and  seven  nurses  to  duty  there 
and  assisted  the  Vilna  Railroad  in  the  maintenance  in  these 
cottages  of  a  hospital  of  tiffy  beds.  Like  the  Vihia  Military 
Surgical  Hospital^  this  institution  was  run  under  dual  man- 
agement, with  Dr.  Maohevsky,  the  head  physician  of  the  Kail- 
road  of  the  Vilna  District,  cooperating  with  the  American 
Red  Cross  officer.  Captain  J.  J.  Donovan.  Louise  M.  Water 
was  the  head  nurse. 

S^iutheast  of  Vilna  was  the  former  Russian  province  of 
Minsk  and  in  it  was  located  the  city,  Minsk.  Here  during 
the  spring  and  summer  of  H»20  Field  Unit  No.  Ill  operated; 
Marie  Suchowska  was  the  nurse  in  charge  of  several  Polish 
aides  and  under  her  direction  they  carried  on  a  certain  amount 
of  district  itursing  and  distributed  food  and  clothing  in  the 
Minsk  district. 

iSouthwest  of  Minsk  was  Bialystok,  headquarters  of  the 
American  Red  Cross  in  the  Department  of  the  East.  Hero 
the  commission  had  established  early  in  January,  1920,  an 
orphanage  in  the  main  barracks  of  a  former  post  of  the  Rus- 
sian Army  and  by  July  1  had  collected  7S.3  children  there. 
The  children's  food  was  largely  supplied  by  the  Polish  Govern- 
ment and  the  American  Relief  Association,  with  supplemen- 
tary rations  from  the  warehouses  of  the  commission.  Classes 
in  carpentry,  plumbing,  cobbling  and  sewing  for  boys  and 
girls  were  organ izetl  and  school  gardening  was  encouraged 
under  the  auspices  of  the  American  Junior  Red  Cross. 

In  connection  with  the  Bialystok  Orphanage,  a  hospital  of 
one  hundred  beds  was  maintained  for  the  care  of  the  children^ 
"who  are  always  below  standard  upon  admission/*  WTote  Miss 
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Hay,  ''and  sufTer  from  tuberculosis,  pink-eye,  measles,  mumpsy 
whooping  cx}ugh  mid  luuluriiu^'  On  June  25,  361  children  had 
lK»on  rarLMl  for  in  the  hoapitnl,  while  ut  the  dispensary  222-1 
treatments  had  In'en  given.  TL<;  nursing  statT  oonsistod  of 
iiftet'ii  American  Red  (Voss  nurses  und  tlie  head  nurse.  May 
L.  Wliitc.  In  addition  thirty-live  Polish  aides  were  on  duty 
in  the  orphanage.  Twenty-seveai  of  them  were  employed  by 
the  commission  and  nine  by  the  Refugee  Biireau  of  the  Polish 
Goveninient,  which  eo(>pcrated  with  the  American  Red  Crosf 
in  the  maintenance  of  tlie  orphanage. 

At  the  Orphanage  Hospital,  iustniction  was  given  to  Polish 
aiiles  in  elementary  nursing.  The  textbook  in  Home  Hygiene 
anil  Care  of  the  Siek  was  translated  into  the  Polish  language 
and  was  used  as  a  basis  for  theoretical  teaching.  Dr.  Lulcskii 
assistant  me<lieal  cJiief,  supplemented  this  text  by  lectures  and 
one  of  the  Polish-speaking  American  Re<l  Cross  nurses,  Doria 
Wartosky,  conducteel  practical  work  for  the  aides  in  the  warda 
of  the  Orphanage  Hospital. 

South  of  Bialystok  on  the  Bug  River  was  located  the  citj 
of  Brest-Litovsk.  iVmerican  Red  Cross  Field  Unit  No,  11 
were  assigned  to  duty  there  early  in  1S>20  and  made  it  tho 
headquarters  for  medical  and  general  relief  without  the  dis- 
trict. Eleanor  Mettel,  an  American  Red  Cross  public  heallli 
nurse,  was  in  charge  of  several  Polish  aides.  The  work,  like 
that  of  Unit  No,  TIT,  consisted  largely  in  the  distribution  of 
relief  supplies,  but  Miss  ilettel  made  a  constructive  step  for- 
ward by  interesting  and  training  her  stuff  of  Polisli  aides  and 
tho  local  midwiveii  in  more  adequate  care  of  mother  and  child. 

American  Red  Cross  Fielcl  Unit  No.  IV  was  assigned  to 
the  town  of  Tarnojiol,  situattMi  soutlteast  of  Brest-Litovsk  in 
Galicia  among  the  foothills  of  the  Carpathian  Mountains,  Tar- 
uopol  was  in  ll>2t>  a  city  of  some  ten  thousand  inhabitunta  and 
had  suffere<l  considerable  destruction  and  oonsequcni  d<unora]i* 
zation  during  the  war,  Fii*ld  l^iit  No.  IV  was  engaged  in 
distributing  relief  supplies  there.  Alice  A.  Tanguay,  an 
iVmerican  Red  Cross  nurse,  was  on  duty  and  had  in  cliafgo 
the  tlirw  Polish  aides.  Two  hospitals  were  maintained  «l 
Tarno|Md,  but  not  by  the  American  Red  Cross.  One  yt/tiA  tha 
Infectious  Huspltal.  which  **iu  cleanliness  and  care  of  thtt 
patients,''  wmte  Miss  Hay,  •*i8  alxive  the  average."  The  other 
waa  the  Municipal  Hospital,  which  was  under  the  direction  of 
Sister*  of  8t,  Vincent  dc  Paul 
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Southwest  of  Tarnopol  and  situuNMl  arnoug  tlie  Carpathian 
ranges  was  Staiiislaiij  to  whieli  Field  Unit  No.  VI  was 
a&aiguod.  A  large  typhus  hospital  was  maintained  here  by 
the  local  goveninieut  and  sent  cases  northwest  to  the  Typhus 
Researeh  Hospital  at  Warsaw.  The  services  of  the  American 
Red  Cross  nurse  and  Polish  aides  of  Unit  No.  VI  were  utilized, 
however,  for  civilian  rcliel  work, 

The  Galacian  city  of  Lemberg  (Lwow),  which  was  northwest 
of  Stanislaii,  was  the  headquarters  for  the  American  Red 
Cross  iu  southern  Folarul  and  tlie  warehouse  base  for  activities 
in  Stanislau  and  Tarnopol,  Here  Pauline  H.  Wilkouski, 
an  American  Red  Cross  Polish-speaking  nurse,  was  on  duty 
but  her  work  was  chietly  in  the  field  of  civilian  rather  than 
medical  relief. 

West  of  Leml^erg  was  located  Zakopane,  near  which  the 
Countess  Zamoyska  had  establi.^hod  some  twenty-five  years  be- 
fore the  war,  a  School  of  Domestic  Science  for  Polish  Girls, 
In  her  report  of  a  tour  of  iiispectiou  made  in  Poland  in  May, 
1920,  Miss  Hay  wrote: 

This  school  is  located  about  four  kilometers  from  Zako- 
pane, among  the  beautiful  foothills  of  the  Carpathian  Moun- 
tains. Th(*  main  buildiiiu;  is  a  tlirct'-story  one  and  there  are 
also  detai-hed  cuttages.  The  housekeeping  is  that  of  the 
thriftiest  housewife, — scrupulous  cleanliness,  thoroughness 
and  thrift  are  ajiparent  everywhere.  Dairying,  ixjultrj'  rais- 
ing, gardening  and  agriculture  are  included  in  the  three  years' 
course  of  training. 

"Oue  must  eat  and  cooking  is  necessary,"  the  Countess 
Zamoyska  used  to  say,  "therefore  every  woman  should  know 
how  to  rook.  One  must  have  clean  surroundings,  therefore 
one  must  be  taught  how  to  make  the  home  clean  and  orderly 
anil  to  keep  it  so.  One  must  have  clean  clothes,  so  one  must 
learn  to  wash  and  iron.'' 

With  practical  ideals  such  as  these,  the  Countess  and  her 
daughter  have  established  a  course  of  training  of  great  benefit 
to  hundreds  of  young  Polish  women,  and  as  the  school  has 
always  been  trnhj  Poti.th  in  spirit,  it  has  bet^ome  a  fostering 
center  fur  ardent  patriotinm  ajid  love  lur  Poland. 


i    Mi 


On  May  1,  1020,  Emily  Skorupa,  one  of  the  ten  nurses  of 
Miss  Biuin's  unit  and  an  Amcricjui-traincd  public  liealth  nurse 
of  broad  experience  and  much  ability,  was  assigned  to  Countess 
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Zamoyska's  School  to  organize  and  conduct  classes  in  ITorac 
Hypieue  and  Care  of  the  Sick.  Miss  Skorupa  had  herstdf  been 
^aduated  from  the  school  Ix'foro  ahe  had  come  to  the  United 
States,  so  her  assignment  there  was  a  particnlarly  happy  oue- 

Misa  Skonipa  translated  the  Delano  ti'XtlxKjk  on  Home 
Hygiene  and  Care  of  the  Sick  into  Polisli  and  used  it  as  the 
basis  for  her  instruction  at  the  school.  The  course  was  eagerly 
received  by  teachers  and  pupils  alike.  Two  of  the  teachers 
received  special  instruction*  with  the  view  of  preparing  them- 
selves to  give  the  course  in  the  event  that  the  American  Red 
Cross  nurses  might  be  withdrawn  from  Poland. 

West  of  Zakop;me  was  located  Cracow,  a  Galacian  city  which 
boasted  a  municipal  hospital  of  fifteen  hundred  beds.  Ift 
connection  with  this  institution,  a  group  of  Polish  women, 
among  them  Miss  Epstein,  had  endeavored  years  Iwfore  the 
war  to  establish  a  school  for  nurses,  but  the  plan  had  met  with 
scant  Huceess,  if  judged  by  Anglo-American  standanl.s  of  nurse 
education.  Early  in  the  spring  of  1!>20,  Stella  Tylwki,  another 
Polish  American-trained  public  health  nurse  of  Miss  1{enn*a 
unit,  had  been  loaned  to  the  Municijial  llttspital;  slie  hud  gone 
on  duty  in  the  School  for  Nur&t?s  and  tried  to  do  what  she 
could.  Of  the  conditions  of  poverty  and  misery  which  existed 
there  in  May,  11)20,  Miss  Hay  wrote: 

We  visited  the  medical,  gyuecologica],  ohittetriral.  rhil* 
dren's  and  eye  antl  ear  departments.  Tin*  medical  tw. 
cal  wards  are  large  and  light,  hut  in  them  exixl  '  - 
conditicMK"*  uf  uvererowding. — two  adults  to  every  bed  even  m 
the  most  unclean  caHes.  There  is  space  for  more  bvds,  but 
there  is  no  money  with  which  tii  purdia.se  tliem,  or,  fur  that 
matter,  any  other  supfdieiJ.  One  likes  to  picture  the  heavenly 
transfornintion  that  could  be  brought  about  here  with  a  mini- 
mum of  supplif's  mid  nn  adequate  nursing  perwnnel. 

The  gynefoltv^'ical  dopartinent  is  lotated  in  on«  of  tb« 
oldest  parts  of  the  !)uil(iin;j,  directly  under  the  dormer  roof^ 
Crowded  as  it  is  with  patifuts  in  Intense  sulTering.  dirty, 
witli  no  nurninj?  care,  one  wonders  how  anv  benefit  could  ever 
be  found  here  or  liow  any  surgeon  could  daily  face  such  de»- 
perate  conditions. 

The  obstetrical  depnrtnient  is  in  a  bigjfer  and  lig^itcr  room, 
but  is  so  crowded  and  ko  destitute  of  supplies  as  to  be  trulv 
tragic.     "Clean"  ohslelrics  wotdd  seem  nn  it"  ■  ' 

fihuddered  with  sympathy  when  thiv  wei>rh' - 
babies,  one  after  anotlKT,  in  the  cold  metal  scale  pan !     i'iw 
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nursing  service  is  under  the  Sisters  of  St.  Vincent  de  Paul, — 
good  and  patif'iit  women  but  powerless  to  cope  with  the  many 
diiricuUies.  The  nuri?ing  care,  except  for  that  coming  from 
the  Nursing  School,  is  given  by  domestics  of  the  most  slat- 
ternly and  indifferent  type.  Miss  Tylski  Htfttes  that  the 
patients  and  beds  throughout  swarm  with  vermin,  that  when 
hiindug€*8  are  removed  unspeakably  bad  conditions  are  re- 
vealed. .  .  . 

In  these  departments  and  under  such  conditions,  the  stu- 
dent nurses  browse  about  in  search  of  whatever  scraps  of 
nursing  knowlcrlpe  they  may  chance  to  find.  Miss  Tylski  has 
done  what  she  coidd  to  help  them,  hut  any  good  influence  or 
careful  lesi^ons  from  her  are  likely  to  be  lost  in  the  objection- 
able conditions  abounding  everywhere. 

On  June  16,  1920,  Miss  Benn  resigned  as  chief  nurse  of 
the  American  Rod  Cross  Comniiiision  for  Pohind  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Miss  Mathews,  formerly  Lead  nurse  of  the  Typhus 
Research  riospitjil, 

Sucii  were  the  nursing  activities  of  the  American  Rod  Cross 
in  Poliind  during  the  spring  and  summer  of  lOlO.  Kational 
Hcad(]iiartcrs  aud  the  Commission  for  Europe  were  turning 
their  attention  from  the  widespread  distribution  of  emergency 
relief  to  the  developniL'nt  of  a  more  permanent  and  constructive 
program.  One  of  tlio  major  phases  of  this  constructive  program 
included  plans  loading  toward  a  better  appreciation  in  foreign 
countries  of  the  value  of  the  professionally-trained  nurse,  and 
a  pioneer  attempt  along  these  lines  was  launched  in  July,  1920, 
at  Warsaw.  The  Polish  Red  Cross  Society  maintained  there 
a  hospital  wherein  it  gave,  after  the  custom  of  other  continental 
Rod  Cross  societies,  a  three  months'  course  in  the  theory  of 
military  nursing  to  young  women  who  were  called  Polisli  Red 
Cross  "war  aides"  and  who  were  subsequently  assigned  to  ser- 
vice with  the  Polish  Army.  In  July  the  class  under  instruc- 
tion at  the  Polish  Red  Cntss  Hospital  in  Warsaw  numbered 
103  students.  Madame  Idjukovska,  the  director  of  Nurses  of 
the  Polish  Red  Crf>ss  Tlospitjd,  called  on  the  Chief  Nurse  of 
the  Conunission  to  assist  her  in  giving  more  thorough  prepara- 
tion to  these  aides.  Mrs.  Jokuitis  and  Praxeda  Franczak,  a 
Polish-speaking  American  Red  Cross  nurse  who  had  gone  over- 
seas in  iliss  Benn's  unit,  were  assigned  to  duty  there  and  tried 
to  develop  an  elementary  course  similar  to  that  in  Home  Hy- 
giene and  Care  of  the  Sick.    The  attempt  was  not  an  unquali- 
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fiotl  success.  The  American  nurses  went  into  the  wards  of  the 
Polish  Red  Cross  Hospital,  cleaned  them  and  gave  bedside  care 
tn  the  patients,  but  this  service  rt^sulted  in  loss  of  prestige  for 
the  Americans  in  the  eyes  of  Polish  aides  and  patients  alike. 
While  the  actual  care  of  the  sicJc  was  rej^arded  by  the  Ameri- 
can nurses  as  dignified  and  altruistic  the  Poles  regarded  it  as 
degrading  menial  lalwr  fit  only  for  domestics.  Thus  the 
American  nurses  could  maintain  little  discipline  and  their  en- 
deavors to  provide  instruction  through  theory  and  actual  dem- 
onstrations of  nursing  technique  were  received  with  scant 
enthusiasm. 

Early  in  August,  1920,  the  Polish  Armies  met  with  military 
reverses.  The  Soviet  Array  of  Russia  invaded  Poland  from 
the  north.  On  August  G,  Colonel  Olds  cabled  National  Head- 
quarters that  "owing  to  the  critical  situation  in  Poland,  thirty- 
seven  nurses  were  immediately  released.  .  .  .  Thirty-fiv© 
others  are  being  held  in  Poland  for  any  emergency.  Future 
nursing  service  in  Poland,"  conclTided  the  eabh^gram,  *'ia  sta- 
tionary." On  August  11,  the  Red  Guard  cut  the  Dan/ig- 
Wai-saw  Railroad  and  three  days  later  l»egan  to  close  in  about 
Warsaw. 

The  military  crisis  wiped  out  American  Red  Cross  mislical' 
and  nursing  relief  in  northeastern  and  central-eastern  Poland 
and  caused  the  evacuation  of  personnel  and  supplies  from  War- 
saw to  (Vacow.  One  of  the  picturesque  incidents  of  this  with- 
drawal was  the  removal  of  the  orphans  from  Bialystok.  The 
order  for  immediate  evacuation  allowed  Miss  Mathews  scant 
time  for  preparation.  She  applied  at  onee  to  the  militarr 
authorities  for  transpriHaticm  and  in  spite  of  the  traffic  conges- 
tion and  the  great  need  for  rolling  stock,  they  allotted  her 
fifty-<me  freight  ears.  Into  these  all  equipment  which  could  be 
moviKl,  clothes,  food,  cots  and  medical  supplies,  were  pliicexl 
and  lai^tly  the  thousaml  children.  Two  nurses  were  aBsigned 
to  ejich  car  full  of  chihlren.  During  the  four  days'  trip  aonth* 
ward  tlirough  the  panic-stricken  country-siHe  food  wfl*  ncrrwl 
from  an  American  Red  Cross  canteen  car  attached  to  the  long 
evacuation  train. 

Their  destination  was  the  village  of  Liskow,  near  the  aoutb* 
western  border.  When  the  youngsters  arrived,  there  wore  not 
houses  enough  in  I.iskow  to  shelter  them  all.  It  wa«  a  warm 
midsummer  niglit,  so  Miss  Mathews  had  the  cots  act  up  in 
tho  fields,  and  the  young  Poles  rolled  up  iu  their 
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blankets  and  slept  in  the  open.  TUe  next  day  teraporary  billets 
for  tliem  were  found  in  Liakow  and  in  iidjoiiiiiig  hamlets  until 
the  erection  of  a  new  orphanage  oouhl  be  completed. 

The  »Soviet  Army,  however,  had  been  iinable  to  hold  their 
pains  in  the  face  of  the  {^avaijc  PolL-^h  counter-offensive.  By 
August  ly  the  Poles  had  nnUed  tliL'  IWd  Guard  from  the  War- 
saw District,  had  taken  10,000  pri&iiners  (according  to  news 
dispatehes)  and  rectwen'tl  territory  in  eafit  eiMitral  Pohmd  in- 
eluding  !in*8t-Liti»VHk.  Diiriii^  the  lute  days  of  Auj;ust,  the 
\nctorious  Polish  Army  drove  the  Soviet  Army  completely  out 
of  Poland. 

Early  in  August,  the  American  Red  Cross  commission 
paused  in  their  evacuation  to  reeonuoitor  in  Cracow  and  tliere 
the  nurses  l>egged  so  hard  to  Ik*  allowed  to  retnajn  in  Poland 
rather  than  to  be  sent  on  to  Paris  with  the  rest  of  the  Ameri- 
can women  personnel  that  tlilrty  of  them,  with  Miss  Mathews 
as  their  chief,  were  pennittr-d  to  stay.  AVheu  Warsaw  had 
been  threatened,  vast  quant  it  it-s  of  American  Red  Cross  sup- 
plies in  the  Warsaw  and  Dialystok  districts  had  been  moved  to 
Cracow.  Five  railroad  trains  wore  secured  by  the  comuiisBion 
then  in  Cra(;ovv  and  were  loaded  with  food  an<l  clothing.  Can- 
teen and  dispensary  ears  to  which  doctors,  nurses  and  other 
personnel  had  been  assigned,  were  attacheil  to  the  trains  and 
each  train  was  started  back  from  Cracow  at  different  tangents 
into  Poland.  The  trains  Btoppe<l  at  towns  and  villages  and 
fe<l  and  clothed  th(^  refugees  and  native  iK>puIation  and  gave 
first  aid  to  many  who  had  U^en  wounded  in  the  Soviet  advance, 
"The  reports  of  these  railroad  units,"  stated  the  Aunual  Re- 
port for  the  year  1U21,  **show  that  they  cared  for  more  than 
1000  surgical  cases  weekly  and  fed  a  maximum  of  750,000 
persons  in  a  single  month." 

The  evacuation  of  hoapitals  and  the  subsequent  withdrawal 
of  American  Red  Cross  personnel  from  Poland  to  Cracow 
marked  the  close  of  the  plan  for  nation-wide  medical  relief 
{{>r  Ptdand  which  had  been  contemplated  by  the  commission. 
The  nurses  and  representatives  of  other  tv'pes  of  personnel  were 
not  returned,  however,  to  Paris,  but  were  kept  in  Cracow  and 
later  Warsaw.  **Tn  October,  1020,"  wrote  Miss  Hay,  "the 
nurses'  activities  in  Poland  were  largely  restricted^to  clasa-work 
in  home  nursing  in  Cracow,  Piisen,  Kornik  and  Warsaw.  In 
addition,  there  was  at  Cracow  a  day  nursery  averaging  seven- 
teen babies;  a  tuberculosis  and  general  dispensaries;  and  visit- 
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ing  nursing  among  the  families  of  dispensary  patients."  Thfti 
development  of  the  child  houlth  program  which  later  took  place] 
ill  Poland  will  be  described  in  a  subsequent  section. 

The  second  verdant  field  for  American  Red  Cross  emergenc 
relief  during  the  pcist-Armistiee  period  was,  it  will  l>e  remem- 
bered, to  be  found  in  the  Halkan  States.     In  October,  1918|,^ 
Miss  Hay  had  been  released  from  ht»r  work  as  director  of  thi 
Bureau  of  Instruction  at  National  Headquarters  and  with  two 
nuraes.  Marietta  Wilsey  and  Caroline  E.  Robinson,  had  sail 
early  in  December  for  France.     In  Loudon,  Rachel  Torran 
had  joined  the  group  as  Miss  Hay's  assistant  and  the  four  h 
proeeeded  to  Paris.     Miss  Hay  there  organized  a  unit  of  S4)m 
fifty-three  nurses  who  were  then  beiug  released  from  duty  witll 
the  Army  and  the  Commission  for  France  and  with  them  h 
gone  t()  Rome.     Colonel  Anderson,  the  commissioner  for  the 
Halkan  States,  had  succeedetl  in  recruiting  personnel   for  his 
staff  and   in   bringing  into   the   Balkan   Stntcs  approximately 
25,000,000  poumis  of  8upi)lies  which  consisted  largely  of  f 
hospital  supplies,  clothing  and  agricultural  implements. 

In  January,   February   and  March,   Heiubiuurtcrs   for 
Conuuission  for  the  Balkans  was  located  at  R<»me;  in  Apri 
they  were  transferred  temporarily  to  Salonika,  Grecioc^  and 
later  to  Belgrade, 

Previous  to  the  arrival  of  Colonel  Anderson  and  his  staff  at 
Rome,  two  American  Red  Cross  commissions  were  ulreadv 
ojieratiug  in  the  Balkans  but  were  engaged  chiefly  in  civilian 
rather  than  medical  relief.  The  first  of  tbeao,  the  CommiBsion 
for  Serbia,  of  which  I>r,  Edward  W.  Ryan  was  in  c  !, 

had  been  engaged  in  distributing  supplies  there  since  ti  i* 

of  1917.  The  second,  the  Commission  for  Greece,  of  which 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Edward  Cnpps  was  in  command,  had  ar- 
rived in  Athenj  on  October  23,  15*18,  with  large  supplies  of 
foo<l  and  clothing.  No  American  Red  Cross  nursoji.  > 
were  on  professional  duty  with  either  of  these  cotun 
Miss  Gladwin  had  assisted  Dr.  Ryan  in  the  distribntion  of 
material  relief  in  Serbia  but  returned  to  the  United  States 
early  in  1919. 

The  organisation  of  the  Ciunmission  for  thr  Balkan-  1 

in  miniature  that  of  the  Commission  f(»r  Eunipe:  Cm ...r 

derson  and  the  hradd  of  various  departments  who  formed  b«i 
staff  had  eharg<*  of  the  *Vnrollment  of  personnel,  the  acquiiiitiaD 


ifelv 
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and  movement  of  supi>lie!j  to  the  various  ports  and  similar 
service  outside  the  scverui  t-ountries  .  .  .  but  on  arrival  of  per- 
sonnel and  8npi>lie8  iit  the  porta,  they  came  under  the  control  of 
the  coramissiouer  or  unit  for  that  territory,  which  had  direct 
charge  of  the  work  in  its  given  state."  ^  The  Hue  of  communi- 
cation bf^twccn  the  various  tMiniruissioners  to  the  Piivis  Ortice 
and  National  IltHidiinnrters  whs  thrnugh  Colonel  Anderson  and 
for  the  Nursing:  Service,  through  Miss  Hay. 

Mias  Hay  nnr!  her  nurses  arrive<l  in  liome  in  January  and 
imme<liately  the  tifty-tliree  nurses  were  rlividoil  into  units. 
each  with  its  liead  nurse,  and  were  sent  into  the  Balkan  field. 
Additional  nurses  were  assigne4l  to  service  in  the  Balkans  early 
in  10li»  by  Miss  Hall  and  iliss  Fitzgerahl  and  on  June  30, 
191i*,  the  nursin*r  ^t;*ff  numbered  ninety-eight  nurses  who  were 
working  under  six  units  assigned  to  Montenegro,  Albania, 
Greece,  North  and  South  Serbia  and  Roumania.  These  units 
were  attached  each  to  the  staff  of  the  commissioner  of  the 
country  to  which  they  were  assigned  and  tlie  bead  nurse  worked 
in  as  close  cooperation  with  the  commissioner  as  could  be 
established. 

Such,  in  January,  191f),  were  the  organization,  the  personnel 
and  the  facilities  for  development  of  an  extensive  American 
Red  Cross  relief  program,  both  medical  and  general,  in  the 
Balkan  States.  Of  the  standards  of  nursing  care  which  existed 
there,  Miss  Kay  wrote  her  report  of  the  Nursing  Service  of 
the  Balkan  Commission,  November  1,  1918,  to  September 
30,  1919: 

The  trained  nurse  and  good  nursing  have  scarcely  been 
known  in  the  Balkans  until  the  recent  wars  and  the  influx  of 
foreign  nursing  missions  so  splendidly  demonstrated  their 
value." 

Conditions  in  Balkan  hospitals  have  been  mo:tt  inadequate 
and  the  care  of  patients  deplorable.  .  .  .  Tbe  nursing  service, 
always  triHiiig  and  incidental.  Ims  degenerated  still  further 
from  the  iiK'rea.>icd  atnoiiiit  of  work  and  the  scarcity  of  helpers. 
Where  witli  fifty  patients  one  never  planned  to  give  a  bed 
bath  or  do  ought  to  prevent  a  bedsore,  how  could  any  such 

•S«e  Annual   Report,  iniO.   p.   324. 

*For  ui  account  of  ttie  foreign  unitn  sent  between  1014  And  1018  to 
Serbia,  Britiah,  Scotch,  RuBgian,  French.  Bohemian,  Danish.  Greek  and 
American,  see  "Report  of  tin?  Nursinjy;  Servif*",  Uitlkan  C'niiuniHtfioii,  Aincri- 
can  Red  Cross.  Novembt-r  1.  Ifll8  to  September  30,  1919,"  by  Helen  Scolt 
Hay,  pp.  2-8,  Red  CrosH  Archives. 


1102  HISTORY  OF  AMERICAN  RED  CROSS  NURSING 

extTHorrlinHry  activity  1>p  expected  with  five  hundred  patienUP 
Mediial  students,  both  men  and  women,  feldchers  (men  with] 
a  limited  amount  of  modioal  and  hospital  training)  and  mid- 
wives  were  able  to  assint  witl»  o|>erationt;  and  dressings,  lu 
pres(Til>e  simple  reme^lies  and  to  taive  lemperaturen,  but  none 
of  these  had  any  n»ind  for  nursing  tasks  themselves.  Xeitlier 
did  they  know  or  det^ire  good  nursing  from  the  helpers  in  th< 
wards,  who  were  men  and  women  of  the  lower  classes  and  wlioj 
clattered  about  tJieir  hospital  duties  without  training  or  au] 
vision  of  nny  kind.  ,  .  . 

For  the  illfl  of  the  neighborhood,  the  boils  and  malaria  and 
rhenmatinni,  there  are  the  old  habfis,  or  grnrulmothers  wIm 
incline  to  squat^h  pou]ti<?es.  No  one  in  tlie  average  Balkj 
village  ever  bothers  himself  or  hii*  n^'ighhors  with  questions 
prevention  or  any  public  health  propaganda. 

The  big  task,  therefore,  in  our  medical  relief  work  is  fi 
less  one  of  dressing  so  many  wounds  and  washing  so  man] 
babies,  and  caring  for  so  many  tuberculosis  patients,  as  it 
to  create  among  the  people  a  real  aijpreoialion  and  ilchirv  U 
an  improved  order  of  living:  for  the  sanitary  hospital,  for 
skilled  care  of  the  typhoi*!  sufferer,  for  the  right  care  of  wf 
babies  and  the  like.    N'eigliborly  assistance  and  foreign  skilh 
supervision  may  be  desirable  for  some  time  to  t^ine.    Bui 
when  the  people  themselves  have  been  educated,  thr"*r-».  »k^i 
example  of  doctors  and  nurses,  to  the  point  of  war; 
improved  order  of  living,  on  that  day  they  will  be  abie  tnom- 
selves  to  i-arry  on  admirably  the  desired  activities. 

In  nil  health  j^roject^,  the  trained  uurse  or  trained  woman 
worker  is  essential.  .  ,  . 

This  acconut  of  Amcricun  Red  Orogs  nursing  aorvico  in  th*» 
l^alkans  during  the  jKTioil  previous  to  the  adoption  of  the 
policy  of  child  health  units,  a  period  lasting  from  Junuarv  to 
NovemlK>r,  lli20,  will  begin,  for  geographical  rcasona,  with  a 
brief  account  of  the  nursing  aervirr  in  Monteneg^ro  and  will 
CM>ntinuc  witli  accounts  of  tluit  dcvclo]>ed  in  Albania,  Grwrtr^, 
Xortli  and  Stjtith  Serbia  and  Roumania. 

TliP  Commiaaion  for  ilontpnegni  arrived  late  in  JflDtury  in 
Podpiritzn,  the  largest  city  in  Mont^»negro  and  one  which  had 
a  population  of  alM)Ut  fourt(*<'U  thousand,  and  cjftabliAbcd  iUJ 
head*piarterfl  there.  The  Hrst  American  RcmI  Cn>M  oiijumit-] 
«ioner  for  Montenegro  was  Major  Klliot  G.  Dexter;  ho  n-^ign* 
on  April  28,  1011),  and  was  succtHMlod  by  a  Califomian,  Majnfj 
Henry  R.  Fairclongh.    Tlie  first  boat!  ntirsc  of  the  unit  of  ftiup* 
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teen  nuraes  in  Afontcnogro  was  Georgia  B.  Greene.  She  was 
sxioceedcd  on  April  !.'»  by  Jx^na  Margaret  Johnson, 

In  working  in  a  country  as  isolated  as  Montenegro,  where 
snpplies  had  to  be  bronght  in  by  camion  or  on  the  backs  of 
mules  or  porters  when  the  roads  grew  impassable,  the  American 
Red  Cross  personnel  nafiirally  met  with  primitive  living  coa- 
ditious.  The  plan  adiiptc^d  by  the  commissiouer  of  finch  a 
•^oup  was  to  establish  iipnu  arrival  in  the  iield  of  future  ac- 
tivities an  American  Kcil  Cross  personnel  house,  equip  it  with 
Hod  Cross  supplies  and  charge  one  of  the  personnel  with  (he 
duty  of  maintaining  the  household  in  cleanliness  and  proviiling 
adequate  meals.  Sometimes  tfiis  housekeeper  was  a  nurse, 
sometimes  a  social  service  worker,  but  the  fate  which  had 
overtaken  the  Gevgeli  Units  in  101')  in  Serbia  had  made  Na- 
tional Headquarters  especially  charge  each  commissioner  with 
the  respmsibility  of  safeguarding  the  health  and  welfare  of 
his  personnel.  Another  plan  used  in  the  Balkans  was  the 
establishment  of  Red  Cross  central  mess  and  recreation  rooms. 
The  tlifFerent  inend)er8  of  the  personnel  were  then  furnished, 
usually  through  arrangements  by  the  Government  of  the  conn- 
try  to  wiiicli  they  were  sent,  lodgings  close  at  hand.  They 
then  lived  in  these  lodgings  and  went  to  the  Red  Cross  head- 
qnarters  for  meals  and  diversion.  Such  a  plan  was  established 
at  Podgoritza  and  was  more  or  less  satisfactory.  **Two  of  the 
nnrses,"  wrote  Miss  Hay,  *Svere  quartered  in  lionsea  where  a 
pig  was  also  a  denizen.    The  others  wore  very  comfortable." 

Tlie  American  Red  Cross  established  in  Podgoritza  a  hi>a- 
pital  of  sixty-lx.'d  capacity.  This  was  first  hwated  in  an  old 
military  barracks,  but  was  moved  in  April  to  the  former  resi- 
dence of  Prince  Mirko,  just  outside  the  city.  The  lower  floor 
was  used  for  personnel,  the  second  one  for  operative  and  sick 
meflical  cases  requiring  nursing  care  and  the  third  for  conva- 
lescents, '*salvarsnns**  and  quarters  for  nurses'  aides,  the  native 
housekeeper  and  orderlies.  The  house  was  lighted  by  kerosene 
lamps  and  was  heated  by  wood  stoves  but  Iiad  no  running 
water.  Of  the  native  aides,  Miss  Johnson,  the  chief  nurse 
in  Montenegro,  wrote: 


We  secured  three  young  intelligent-looking  girls  of  about 
eighteen  and  took  them  into  the  hospital.  They  learned  some 
of  the  lirsl  priiuiple^  of  minting  easily,  but  after  a  year's 
training  neither  of  them  could  read  a  thermometer^  nor  could 
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we  trust  them  to  carry  out  orders  uuless  we  were  there  to 
that  they  did  it.     One  rea^n  for  this  is  that  the  word  of 
mau  i&  u  c-ommand,  t^o  when  u  man  patient  iDt>i&ts  on  gettinj 
up  ininiediately  fallowing  a  laparotomy,  tlie  aides  iu  fear  am 
trembling  let  him,  and  when  nn  hour  previous  to  an  operatioi 
he  madly  oalls  lor  food,  they  dutifully  get  it.    Now  both  tlie/J 
and  the  patients,  however,  are  gradually  l>eginning  to  learaj 
that  ail  American  woman's  word,  if  Blie  is  head  of  the  ward  iq) 
whieh  he  happens  to  be,  is  as  good  aa  that  of  a  man. 

In  connection  with  the  hospital  the  eomuiission  maintained 
a  lively  dispensary  where  from  fifty  to  ninety  patients  wore 
daily  treated.  A  dental  department  was  uu  aetive  phu^e  of' 
this  service.  One  nurao  was  on  duty  at  the  dispennary  and 
two  others,  MaUd  Neltw^n  and  Sara  MeCarrnn,  did  viaiting 
nursing  among  the  families  of  disiHMiHarv  patieuta.  The  citj 
of  Podgoritza  was  bisected  by  a  small  river  into  the  **old''  and' 
the  ''new"  towns.  The  '*n](l'*  town  int^ludiMl  a  large  Turkish^ 
Bcttlcment  and  there  the  nurses  found  conditions  whieh  »eomi 
unbelievably  wretched  to  the  Occidental  relief  worker, 
McCarron  wrote: 

Wlien  we  arrived  in  Podgoritza  on  January  2G,  1919,  it  wi 
very  cold.    There  was  no  loal  and  little  wood,  .  .  -  Six  day 
later  I  started  out  tu  do  dibtriut  work  and  my  first  patjeul 
waa  a  bad  nephritii^  ease.     I  found  Iior  almost  on  top  of  tl 
stove;  they  do  this  to  keep  warm.     The  family  was  in  fairly' 
affluent  eircumst^incos  and  could  provide  the  nourishment  <h<i1 
needed. 

We  visited  from  twenty  to  thirty  families  each  day.  My 
district  was  in  the  "^old  town,**  the  Turkish  section,  or 
*'Tiirkey-town,'*  as  we  callpd  it.  It  was  livt*  hundnnl  year* 
old.  When  we  tiret  arri\ed.  the  spirit  of  the  f»eople  was  afc^ 
low  ebb  and  they  were  slow  to  gra^-p  the  idea  that  we  were 
there  lo  help,  but  when  tbey  did,  every  door  was  o|)cu  to  u». 
Christian  and  Turkisli  alike.  The  poverty  was  stark  anU, 
terrible,  no  fires  in  some  of  the  homes,  thr  pcfiplr  srantili 
clad;  dirty;  no  soap;  hungry.  Many  hud  no  Iwds  and  thoiMt] 
who  had  mattresse*  to  lay  on  the  dirt  floors  were  consider* 
well  off.  Others,  de.«perati'ly  p<M»r,  had  only  a  alip  of  barlafd 
to  lie  on.     Ob,  it  wa»?  hcart-rrnding! 

One  ras4?,  a  wiilow  with  an  eight-y«ir-old  girl,  was  aufferinfii 
from  an  infected  foot,  an<l  I  got  thrre  at  twilight,      i^-^^.*^  T' 
had  closed  the  door,  whieh  was  the  only  means  of  1 
had,  I  could  not  see  the  patient  huddled  in  a  oorntT  on  4 
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bundle  of  filthy  rags,  reeking  with  pus  from  the  infected  foot. 
The  wound  had  been  dit^oliarging  for  two  years,  the  patient 
told  me.  We  sent  her  to  our  hospital  for  two  months.  When 
she  came  home,  she  found  that  the  walls  had  heeu  white- 
wa>ihed,  a  small  hole  opi-ned  in  the  reiliag  above  the  lireplac'e 
for  the  smoke  to  e.^rapi?,  un  army  cot,  sheets,  blanket*  and  food 
daily  until  she  could  get  work. 

Early  in  March,  the  two  public  health  nursea  in  Podgoritza 
started  8ch(x>l  nursing.     Miss  McCarrou  wrote: 

The  Vive  hundred  children  in  the  primary  school  were  bare- 
footed, illy  clad  and  lonely.  The  hchool  was  not  heated  in 
any  way  and  they  sat  there  and  shivered,  too  cold  to  study.  I 
inspected  them  every  month  and  0!i  my  first  inspection  found 
over  two  hundred  eases  of  peiliculosis;  numerous  ones  of 
scabies;  some  impetigo  and  nephritis;  no  trachoma;  one  case 
of  acute  conjnnrtivitifl  and  on  a  later  inspection  two  of 
farus.  I  succeeded  in  having  thirt>^-one  bad  head  cases  shaved 
at  once,  more  than  1  could  ever  accomplish  at  home  in  ten 
months.  The  principal  and  teacher  were  splendid  in  their  co- 
oj>eration. 

Spine  and  eye  cases  went  to  the  dispensary  for  treatment, 
also  pediculosis  victims  for  petrol  and  lard.  Talks  on  care  of 
the  teeth  and  mouth  were  given  by  Dr.  Wolf,  our  deatist,  and 
tooth  brushes,  handkerchiefs,  covers  for  drinking  glasses  and 
soup  were  distributed. 

All  tuberculosis,  malnutrition,  scurvy,  convalescent  pneu- 
monia, bronchitis  and  influenza  cases  in  the  district  were 
referred  to  the  dispensary  every  nioniing  at  nine  o'clock  and 
re<'cive<l  evaporated  milk,  jam,  eggs  and  any  other  article  of 
diet  the  doctor  ordered. 


A  large  soup  kitchen  was  maintained  at  Podgoritza  and 
"feeds  nearly  one  thousiuid  people  daily/'  wrote  Miss  Hay, 
*Svith  a  very  palutable  thick  soup  prepared  with  vegetables  and 
flavored  witli  bacon.  For  Mohammedans  a  similar  soup  is 
furnished  which  contains  v(*gctuble  oil  instead  of  bacon.  The 
daily  food  ration  is  a  lil)eral  half  pint  of  so»ip  and  one-sixth  of 
a  kilo  of  breM<l  and  nmny  of  the  recipients  sit  down  on  the 
sidewalk  and  eat  it  inunediately.  One  day  Jlr.  Tuckerman, 
the  Red  Cross  man  in  charge  of  the  soup  kitchen,  called  my 
attention  to  two  children  who,  while  waiting  for  their  soup, 
had  picked  up  a  bone  from  the  gutter  and  were  voraciously 
gnawing  at  it." 
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North  of  Po«lgoritza  was  located  Niksic,  a  city  of  some  five 
thousand  population.  There  the  rommission  eatahlished  n  ho 
pital  of  thirty  l>od3  and  inaintainiHl  a  dispensary  and  visiting 
uurst'  ser\iee;  Emily  Chanf*y,  Eniiua  K<»libins  and  Eilirh  Bur- 
gess wero  on  duty.  Two  of  those  nurses  also  assisted  m  con- 
ducting the  Houp  kitchen  '*whcre  we  saw  the  same  ra^!r«'d  and 
underfed  people,*'  wrote  Miss  Hay,  "and  nuuiy  children  shiver- 
ing in  the  cold  wind  which  comes  down  from  the  snow] 
mountains." 

The  Podgoritza  unit  endeavored  to  extend  its  work  to  K< 
lashin,  a  mountain  town  northeast  of  Podgoritza»  and  nursofi 
and  other  Ked  Cross  persoujiel  were  sent  up  daring  the  spriuj 
of  li)10.  Throughout  Montenegro,  the  American  Red  Ci 
hospitals  and  dispensaries  treated  many  pi*asant  farmers  and  u 
Kolaskiu  the  nurses  tried  to  do  rural  visiting  nursing.  Loci 
bandits  made  such  work  unsafe,  however,  and  finally  the  unit 
was  recalled  to  PoilgoriUa. 

South  of  Podgoritza  was  Cetinje^  capital  ciiy  of  Montoni?gTOi.J 
It  also  had  a  population  of  &ve  thousand.    The  American  Rc<H 
Cross  Hospital  which  was  established  there  was  )(ioat4»d  in 
building  known  as  the  Prince's  PaliK^o.     Elizabeth   Mitchell,] 
the  nurse  in  charge,  finally  transformed  the  Palace  from 
dirty  and  inndet|uately  etpiip|K'd  hospital  into  one  whicii  w 
attractive  and  at  least  sanitary.     In  connection  with  the  ho! 
pital.   a   day   nursery    for  children   of  working  mothers   am 
another  for  tuln'rculous  children  was  develo|jed. 

At    Cetinjc    a    Monteurgriri    women's    club    had    organiw* 
the  only  orphanage  which  existed  e^irly  in  11*1  y  in  th«?  small] 
priiu'ipality.      Miss   Mitrhell   lK»eiinie  intercRted   in   it   an<l  flu 
commission     furnished     food,    clothing,     b<*ddiiig    and     tool 
brushes  (and  considerable  advice  in  the  use  of  these  flrtielet] 
to  the  ragged  yet  happy  youngsters. 

One  of  the  American  Red  Cross  nurses  at  Cetinjo  WM  Bci 
nice  Brady,  u  public  health  nurse.     She  wrote: 


Cetinje  dm*8  not  look  as  if  it  had  five  thousAtid  inbabiWJ 
ants,  hut  praetically  every  room  housed  an  entire  family. 
Xaturally.  sanitnry  eorutifions  were  ini|His8ihk'.  \Vr  oft«*ll1 
ejaculated,  "What  a  har<ly  race!*'  but  %'t  only  saw  tho«i<  abl 
to  survivf  the  crowtjed  hon«ing.  the  ficBrcity  of  fuel,  thr  laHt 
of  elothing  and  foo»]  in  winter  snown  and  t-old  jipring  niui 
and  hot  dry  months  when  water  i«  of  neeessity  ntioocd.    Tb* 


An  American  Red  Cross  nurse,  Jeannie  Fraaier,  inatnicting  two  pupila 
of  a  Little  Motbvra*  cUah  in  elementary  nursing  procedure,  Podgoritza, 
Montenegro. 


An  American  Red  Cross  nurse  and  her  interpreter  giving  a  1es»on  in  Home 
Hygiene  and  Care  of  the  Sick  to  a  group  of  rehigeen  in  Tirana,  Albania. 
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country  is  luouutaiiious  and  uiiprnduLtive,  rich  in  only  one 
thing, — history  and  tradition.  (The  Alhanians  say  that 
St.  I'cter  was  born  in  a  wnyside  hovel  between  Cetinje  and 
Podgoritzrt,  but  do  not  ex])hiin  his  subfscquent  change  of  resi- 
dence.) The  story  of  Jloiitenegro  i.*  one  of  con.stant  fighting 
to  retain  their  freedom  and  they  boast  that  they  have  never 
been  conquered. 

Tlie  men  are  used  for  the  Army  and  the  women  do  prac- 
tically all  tlie  manunl  labor.  The  birthrate  is  low  and  the 
infant  mortality  high,  to  judge  from  observations.  Practi- 
cally no  records  are  kept  and  birth  registration  has  yet  to  be 
introduced.  Aside  from  a  few  of  ihe  upper  cImks,  women  have 
little  or  no  education.  Wi<lowg  predominate  and,  as  there  are 
no  industries  and  they  uHually  have  several  small  children  to 
care  for,  tlify  earn  a  meager  living  by  buying  and  selling  in  a 
perldler  fa-^^hion,  journeying  over  the  mountains  on  foot  and 
returning  with  .supplies  on  their  backs.  They  are  often 
absent  for  four  days  and  in  that  time  the  children  at  home 
fend  for  theniiielvei'. 

Many  of  the  poorer  people  live  rn  stone  hovels.  When  tlicy 
have  wood,  they  built]  their  fire  nn  the  dirt  floor  and  huddle 
about  it  in  rags  such  as  one  cannot  imagine  in  one's  wildest 
dreams  rf  poverty.  Even  with  all  the  patches,  many  are 
scarcely  covered, 

Wlierpvor  Miss  Iluy  am!  her  nurses  went,  they  carried  with 
them  the  ideas  of  saiiitatinn  and  orderly  living,  which  are  the 
foundation  sfones  of  sound  nurse  education,  and  tliev  strove  to 
pn4»8  these  principles  on  to  the  natives  with  whom  they  wttrkcd. 
Montenegro  in  IDIO,  however,  was  not  a  fertile  field  for  such 
ideft.H  to  take  root.  At  Niksic,  Miss  Chancy  and  Miss  Robbing 
were  ahle  to  instruct  their  native  aides  with  considerable  sne- 
cess,  but  the  brave  pliuis  for  introducing  the  class-work  in  Home 
Hygiene  and  ('arc  of  the  Sick  which  were  initi.ited  by  Miss 
May  and  the  '^Jvolo  Society,"  a  women's  organization  at  Pod- 
goritza,  did  not  develop, 


The  American  Kcd  Cross  Commission  for  Albania,  of  which 
Major  Robert  C  Dennison  was  the  first  commissioner  and 
Caroline  E.  Robinson  aupervistir  of  the  fourteen  nurses,  ar- 
rived in  Albania  late  in  Fobi-nary,  1919,  and  developed  in  six 
Albanian  cities  tlic  hospital,  dispensary,  visiting  nurse  and 
civilian  relief  sc»rvicH^  which  formed  the  chief  phases  of  Ameri- 
can Red  Cross  relief  through  the  BalMans, 
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To  Scutari,  the  most  northerly  and  the  largest  city  in  Al- 
bania, one  of  which  had  a  population  of  about  thirty-two  thou- 
sand, the  commission  3<^-nt  a  unit  of  eleven  American  Red 
Cross  workers.  Fonr  of  tl»ese  were  nurses,  with  Ella  ^NIcGovera 
as  head  nurse.  The  city  boasted  of  the  only  hospital  in  Al-' 
bauia  and  to  it  the  commission  gave  supplies  and  raised  it« 
capacity  to  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  beds,  instead  of  do- 
velopiii^  a  separate  institution.  Need  existed,  however,  for  a 
diapensary,  s<^  the  commission  established  one  which  by  July  1 
had  treated  2*500  cases. 

The  visiting  nursing  at  Scutari  which  was  first  developed  by 
Viola  Nohr  and  Ixslie  WoutEcl  was  comparatively  sucoessfuL 
By  July  1,  the  nurses  had  made  13+0  calls.  Scutari  main- 
tained an  orphanage  for  thirty  girls  and  to  it  the  commission 
gave  food  and  clothing.  Miss  McGovcrn  kvtured  there  on 
simple  questions  of  hygiene.  Similar  health  talks  were  given 
hj  her  in  the  city  schools  and  in  the  Americjin  Red  Cross 
sewing  i-ooms,  established  to  give  training  and  employment  to 
women. 

South  of  Scutari  the  Mati  River  flowed  to  the  Adriatic  Sea 
and  the  curly  spring  rains  swelled  it  into  a  torrent.     During 
tlie  Austrian    iuvasitm   in    ISnTi,   tlic  only   bridge  spanning  it 
had  been  destroyed  and  in  1910  had  not  been  rebuilt.     Trarel 
was  possible  only  by  motor,  carts  or  on  foot  end  the  roads  ww 
po*jr.     When  truvclops  came  to  rivers  such  as  the  Alnti.  tbej* 
had  to  cajole  the  native  ferrymen  to  convey  them  acroaa  itfM 
cost  of  many  words  and   numerous  coins.     Nevertheless,  the) 
commission  strove  to  establish  dlspensariea  in  small  and  i«o-* 
lated  Albanian  towns  and  with  true  /-eal.  the  nurftcs  and  other 
workers  started  out  over  'he  rotigli  but  always  picturesque  and 
often   b<»autiful   n^ountain   r  lad?.      Such   a   town   was   Kroya, 
where  ^fariim  Eeliternaeh  and  Sarah  Bucliannaii  did  visiting 
nursing  and  wero  on  duty  in  the  American   Red  Crosa  dia- 
IMMisary.      Miss   Huchannnira  report  contained  an  interesting 
description  of  the  quaint  life: 

On  April  8,  1919.  after  three  hours  of  mounUin  cHmbia^j 
we  found  ourselvpA  on  the  <u]e  of  one.  in  the  little  village  w\ 
Krrtyji,  the  home  of  the  Allmnian  her<».  Skendcr  R<*)*.    The 
street?  were  too  narrow  and  rocky  to  allow  our  c«mioQ  to  coiMJ 
into  the  Inwn,  so  we  wnlke<l.  .  .  . 

Our  house  was  a  typical  niral  Albanian  one;  attfaougli  it 
was  new,  it  was  made  of  old  material.    Wbtn  wo  arrived,  w 
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were  laying  a  concrete  floor  in  a  large  room  on  the  ground 
floor,  but  it  never  drietl.  We  had  two  small  rooms  above  for 
tiie  four  of  Ui-,  the  {loutwr,  tiie  interpreter  and  the  two  nurses. 
Miss  EcbtenuK-h  and  J  sltared  the  same  room  and  u?ed  it  also 
for  kitrhen  and  dining  room. 

We  crooked  with  ciiarcoal  on  a  thrte-legged  afTair  called  a 
vwngaL  We  followed  the  Alhatiian  custom  of  sending  our 
meat  and  pudding  out  tu  be  liaked.  One  day  I  attempted  a 
pie;  in  lieu  of  a  board,  I  u?ied  a  largo  sheet  of  paper  atjd  my 
rolling  pin  was  a  milk  battle.  Marvelous  to  say^  the  pie  was 
voted  a  success. 

In  a  fair-sized  room  in  the  next  house,  we  eptflblishcd  our 
dispensary,  and  during  six  weeks  treated  thirteen  hundred. 
Many  skin  diseases,  tuberculosis  of  the  bone  and  gastric  con- 
ditions were  prevtdcut,  Tbo  stomach  trouble  we  attributed 
to  the  almost  exclusive  diet  of  poorly  baked  corn  bread  and 
Four  milk. 

Unfortunately  our  supply  of  drugs  was  limited,  but  we  had 
quinine,  phenaeetine  and  epsom  salta.  We  made  cough  sirup, 
using  as  a  basis  sugar  and  lemon  juice.  The  peo]de  in  the 
village  were  absolutely  drug  famished;  the  Austrians  had 
taken  everything  and  iinlhing  had  been  imjmrted.  Some  eame 
and  said  they  were  not  siik  l)ut  wanted  medicine  for  the  time 
when  they  would  be.  Others  reported  liaving  beett  ill  five  or 
teu  years  ago  as  a  pretext  for  begging  medicine  now. 

In  another  town  where  there  was  a  pharmacy,  the  doctor 
gave  a  written  pres('ri]>tion  to  a  man  and  explained  that  in 
return  for  the  paper,  if  presented  at  the  pharmacy,  he  wvndd 
receive  six  pills  and  that  he  must  take  one  of  these  ever)*  day. 
On  the  sixth  day,  the  doctor  was  much  surprised  when  the 
patient  presented  himself  with  a  small  scrap  of  the  prescrip- 
tion, and  the  request  that  he  nii^lit  re<*eivp  another.  ()n 
questioning  him,  the  doctor  found  that  he  had  taken  one-sixth 
of  the  paper  each  day.  Most  of  our  drugs  were  in  powdered 
form  and  we  founil  that  the  patients  invariably  took  paper 
container  as  well  as  the  powder. 


Taken  as  a  whole,  the  people  of  Kroya  were  appreciative 
and  s<df-rcapecting.  **\Ve  have  no  lieggars/'  wrote  Miss  Bu- 
chaunan. 

South  of  Kroya  was  Tirana,  an  inaccessible  hill-town  of 
twelve  hundred  inhabitants.  **Tho  only  motle  of  travel  to  this 
li>wii,''  wrote  Miss  Buehannan,  *Ms  by  horselMick.  The  road 
was  in  many  places  the  merest  trail,  steep  and  rocky,  with  a 
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precipice  on  oitlior  side,  so  tliat  one  false  step  of  your  horso 
would  be  fatal/' 

Six  Ami'i'lcau  Red  Cross  uurfioa,  ineludiu^  Miss  Robiusion, 
the  head  nurne  in  Albania,  were  on  duty  at  Tirana,  some  of 
them  in  an  American  Red  Cross  bospihd  of  thirty  IkhIs.  Miss- 
Buchannan  at  one  time  was  among  these  and  she  vrrote: 

We  had  four  native  women  of  the  gipsy  class  for  aBsistanta' 
and  we  were  able  tu  teach  them  quite  a  bit.  The  women  of] 
the  upfter  classes  cannot  he  induced  to  eome  out  of  their' 
seclusion. 

The  majority  of  our  patients  were  men,  many  of  them  pin- 
shot  <^ases.  These  inountaineerij  are  constantly  (ighting  over 
some  ancient  family  ieud. 

At  Tirana,  the  American  Red  Cross  maintained  an  active 
disiKsnaary  si^rvice.  Two  of  the  nurses  did  district  work.  An 
interesting  development  of  the  Tirana  di8|)eu8ary  was  a  mobile 
imit  which  opcrat(»d  in  the  hill-tnwus  in  the  vicinity.  At 
Singerc,  this  unit  treatcil  374  patients  in  four  days.  1-ucy 
Joaquim  was  the  public  health  nurse  who  acci:)mpanied  the 
mobile  disponsnry  on  its  journeying.  The  unit  «t  Tirana  alao 
furnislicd  .suj)plie8  and  medical  and  nursing  scmce  to  a  local 
orphanage. 

Westward  from  Tirana  nud  located  on  the  Adriatic  shore, 
was  the  capital  city  of  Albania,  Durazzo.  Tw<»  nurses,  HarbarA 
Sundniiiicr  iind  Emily  Chancy,  did  some  tcmjHjrarv  nur^in 
there  but  wc^rc  transferred  in  May  to  Tirana,  Sarah  Ruchun- 
nan  assisted  tliere  in  distributing  supplies  in  Mardi  to  sixty 
children  who  attendcfi  a  school  which  was  located  on  a  hill 
above  the  lioml>\vrcckiHi  town.  '*Wo  redresw^l  alt  the  smn\l 
chihlron/'  wrote  Miss  Buciiannan,  ^''but  hud  nothing  for  the 
larger  ojies.  The  children  were  very  nuxlest  in  being  re- 
clothed;  some  of  them  showed  extreme  embarrassment.  This 
modesty  in  children  1  haw  found  everywhere  in  Albania  and 
it  is  chanuing  to  see." 

Southwest  from  Durazzo  and  Tirana  was  the  hill  '  f 

Elbasan  aJid  there  two  nnrs«>s,  Annie  Shirk  and  Margac  i  v..ir- 
rets4»n,  did  diH|»enHary  duty  and  visited  among  the  needy  and 
appreciative  Albanian  peasants. 

Front  Elbasan,  Miss  Huchannan  weoit  out  with  a  mobilo  dia- 
pensary  U*  Kavaja  and  during  the  four  days  the  nnit  was  on 
duty  there,  tiiey  treat**d  about  thnn^  hundnni  patntnta.    '*Muiiy, 


4 


ve)   The  open  spwers  of  Tirana, 

ADmiiia. 


Center!    An   Ami-ricnii   Red  Cross 
diBpciiKary  in  Albnnia. 

(Lower)  A  mosque  of  Tirana. 
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we  felt/'  wrote  Miss  Hnfthiinnim,  "came  out  of  curiosity.  We 
saw  the  Tisual  nmount  of  tulicrculosis  and  the  syphilitic  condi- 
tions which  existed  in  other  towns." 

Koritza  was  the  farthest  south  city  in  Albania  wherein  the 
commissiou  developed  a  hospital  dispensary  and  visiting  nurse 
service.  Among  its  ei^ht  thousand  residents  were  many  Chris- 
tians and  numerous  Americans  and  Albanians  who  had  been 
in  the  Unitc<l  States.  Accordingly,  the  American  lied  Croaa 
work  met  with  success. 


» 


American  Red  Cross  nursing  service  in  Greece  was  marred 
by  organization  difficulties  which  rendered  the  work  of  the 
nurses  ineffective  and  after  some  nine  mouths'  endeavor,  all 
emergency  nursing  service  was  discontinued.  The  Commis- 
sion for  Greece,  of  which  jMajor  Capps  was  in  command,  had 
arrived  in  Athens  in  October.  1918.  The  nursing  staff  of  the 
commission,  as  organized  in  the  United  States,  numbered 
seven  nurses.  Three  of  them  were  American  Red  Cross  nurses: 
Lena  Margaret  Johnson,  chief  nurse,  Marie  Clare  Glauber  and 
Mary  Margaret  Tvmon ;  the  other  four  were  Greek  nurses  who 
had  l>een  trained  in  America:  Afarie  Zacca,  Elene  Ingliaaki, 
Marie  Kouroyen  and  Margaret  Chrvaakis.  These  Greek 
women  had  been  sent  to  America  by  the  Greek  Government 
and  weni  under  contract  to  render  five  years  of  service  to  the 
Greek  Red  Cross  on  completion  of  their  training.  In  the  sum- 
mer of  lf>18,  arrangements  were  effected  between  ^Ih^  Delano, 
Commissioner  Capps  and  the  Greek  Minister  whereby  the 
American  Red  Cross  agreed  to  enroll  those  four  women  as 
members  of  the  Nursing  Service  and  sentl  them  to  Greece  with, 
the  commission,  ifpon  their  arrival  there,  they  were  to  remain 
in  service  with  the  commission  aa  long  as  they  were  needed 
and  were  finally  to  be  transferred  to  the  Greek  Government 
for  the  fulfillment  of  their  contract. 

The  nurses  arrive<l  in  Atliens  in  November,  1918.  On  De- 
cember 17  Miss  Clirvsakis  was  transferred  from  the  commis- 
sion to  the  Greek  Rctl  Cross  in  accordance  with  tlie  terms  of 
her  contract.  The  remaining  six  nurses  were  assigned  to  tem- 
jmrarj'  duty,  half  of  them  in  a  Greek  military  hospital  in 
Athens  and  thp  oUicrs  in  a  Greek  military  hospital  at  Salonika, 

In  January,  lt»19,  the  nursing  staff  of  the  Commission  for 
Greece  was  augmented  by  tlie  arrival  of  two  additional  units 
of  the  Ajoierican  Red  Cross  nurses.     The  first  unit,  which 
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oousisted  of  six  of  the  nurses  of  the  original  Balkan  nnitf 
with  Miss  Phuhui  us  head  nurse,  had  lieen  sent  to  Athens  hy 
Miss  Hay  in  Rome.  The  second  unit  arrived  in  Greece  ten 
days  aftor  Miss  Phelan's  group;  it  con8ist<?d  of  three  nurses 
with  Sarah  Addison  as  head.  Thus  the  total  nursing  strength 
of  the  Greek  Commission  numbered  eightet^n  enrolle<l  nurses. 

By  the  middle  of  November,  1918,  the  ejcecutives  of  the 
oonunission  had  outlined  a  program  of  general  and  medical 
relief  work  throughout  Greece,  so  the  nurses  were  recalled 
and  nssijmed  to  ditTerent  jx»st8  of  duly  inider  various  members 
of  the  Commissiouer's  staff.  The  work  which  they  acconi* 
plished  falls  into  thnn?  principal  groups;  tirst,  civilian  relief 
among  the  Greek  refugees  in  Bulgaria  and  on  the  Aegean  Islce 
of  Samos,  Mitylene  and  Chios;  second,  medical  relief  in  Mace- 
donia, Athena  and  Crete;  and  third,  health  and  social  sun'eys 
made  on  Samos  and  Mitylene.  The  civilian  relief  reudennl 
by  American  lied  Cross  nurses  will  first  be  described,  l»egin- 
ning  with  that  given  to  Greek  refugees  in  Bulgaria. 

During  the  last  two  years  of  hostilities,  the  Central  Powers 
had  deportcnl  many  Greeks  and  held  them  in  Bulgaria.  These 
unfortunates  were  beginning  to  oome  home  late  in  11)18,  so  the 
commission  established  relief  stations  ahnig  the  railroad  lejidiug 
from  eastern  Macedonia  into  Bulgaria.  At  these  relief  sta- 
tions, dispensary  service,  food  and  clothing  were  furnished  to 
the  rapatries.  Miss  Johnson  was  assigned  to  the  station  at 
Tirnovo-iSienieu  and  held  the  position  of  chief  nurse  of  the 
eastern  Macedonian  district.  Miss  Zaeca  went  to  tlie  8t4ition 
at  Dedeagatch  and  Miss  Kouroyen  to  that  at  Xanthi. 

The  three  nurses  left  Athens  on  Deivinjlwr  5  Itound  for 
Drama,  w^here  the  British  forces  gave  them  ratiooa  for  tvro 
days.     Miss  Hay  wrote: 

From  Drama,  they  went  on  their  way  in  a  freight  car,  quile 
empty.  Throuf^'h  the  ingenuity  of  one  of  the  American  meti. 
a  modicum  of  comfort  was  acquired ;  beds  wer«  mad«  from 
boxes,  blankets  were  tacked  up  to  give  some  privacy.  In  ihia 
car,  Miss  Johnson  and  two  men  lived  for  eix  weeks  and  h^re 
they  entertained  en  p<voinni  the  Rulgarinn  Miiiistf^r  of  War, 
the  conifuandpr  of  the  French  armies  in  Ore*-  '  '  '•» 
of  Hrtbert  College,  Constantinople,  and  French,  <  _     U 

and  Bulgarian  otIicerK  galore. 

At   eadi   of   the  three   niilroad  centers,  Timovm- 
Dcdcagatch  and  Xauthe,  quarters  vero  trraiigvd  in  a  hooM  or 
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freight  car  for  a  cook-house,  a  dispensary  and  living  places 
for  the  American  Ked  Cross  personnel.  Needed  buppiies  for 
the  daily  distributions  were  arranged  for  in  cars  alongside. 
Uol  soup  and  bread,  or  Ticc  and  bread  were  ready  when  the 
trains  of  rapatries  arrived.  The  task  was  to  get  to  every 
person  in  that  sorry  crowd  tliat  needed  food,  clothing  and 
medical  care.  To  niiike  sure  tliat  no  one  would  he  overlooked 
meant  quick  and  systematic  work.  AH  were  in  a  sad  state, 
emaciated,  ragged  and  dirty.  With  no  food  for  two  or  three 
days,  sick,  weak  and  cold,  they  had  been  huddled  together 
sixty  to  seventy-five  m  a  car. 

In  this  mi.'^crahle  and  destitute  company,  births  and  doatlis 
were  frequent  occurrences,  and  one  jL;;iven  duty  of  the  Ameri- 
can Red  Cross  at  each  station  was  the  burial  of  the  dead.  To 
the  new  mother  were  given  extra  food  and  sucii  wonderful 
baby  clothes  as  were  not  to  be  hoped  for  in  those  days  of  bitter 
want. 

'  From  Tirnova.  Miss  Johnson  sent  a  list  of  patients  who 
had  received  speoifll  treatment  or  needed  furtJier  care  to  Miss 
Zncca  nt  the  next  Aincricnii  Hed  Cross  station,  Dcdeagatch, 
After  good  fuod  and  kindly  treatment  there,  the  rafxitrxes 
went  on  to  Xatitlie,  where  Miss  Konroyen  and  her  helpers 
gave  them  needt'd  fiiml  assistance  before  their  arrival  in 
CIreece,  just  over  the  border 

By  January  11,  191t),  all  Oreok  refugees  were  reported  to 
l>e  out  of  Bulgaria  and  tlie  Anicricim  Hcd  Cross  relief  stations 
were  closed,  with  a  record  of  having  cared  for  48,000  refugees. 

The  storied  isles  of  the  Aegean  Sea.  Sanios,  Chios  and  Mity- 
lene  were  the  other  scenes  where  American  Red  Cross  nurses 
did  notable  civilian  relief  work.  To  Samos  on  Febrvinry  1, 
ll)lf>,  a  submarine  cfiaser  of  the  American  Xavy  brought  the 
two  nurses,  Laura  Eimting  and  Mary  Frances  Mingnue,  and 
two  social  service  workers.  Tlie  nurses  assisted  in  thi^  direction 
of  a  larg(».  workroom  and  in  the  distribution  of  supplies.  When 
the  American  Red  Cross  workroom  was  closed  on  May  16, 
IDIO,  5425  refugees  and  poor  on  the  isles  of  Samos  and  Nicaria 
had  been  aided  and  11,704  garments  distrib\ited. 

North  of  Samos  lay  the  Isle  of  Chios.  Misa  Johnson,  the 
chief  nurse  of  the  commission,  was  assigned  to  duty  there  by 
Commissioner  Capps  on  February  17  and  with  Dr.  Harriet 
Clark,  eatahlJHbed  a  disjtensary  which  daily  treated  sixty  cases. 
It  was  cIosihI,  however,  in  two  weeks  on  account  of  a  lack  of 
medical  supplies,  so  Miss  Johnson  assisted  in  the  distribution 
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of  food  and  clothing  until  March  21,  a  date  on  which  all  sup- 
plies were  exhausted.     "A  total  of  3120  families  (11,000  pei 
sons),"  reported  iliss  Johnson,  "received  both  food  and  cloth- 
ing.   One  thousand  aud  fifty  families  (7000  persons)  received^ 
only  food." 

North  of  Chios  was  situated  the  I&le  of  Mitylcne  and  therel 
two  American  nurses,  Blanche  Gilbert  and  Mary   Flemingi 
conducted  a  work  room  in  which  30,347  garments  were  made  iaj 
six  weeks  and  later  distributed  with  food,  to  refugees  uud  thftj 
poor  of  Mitylene,  Tenedos,  Embi*03,  Sumothrace,  Leuuio?  ain 
Nudros.     ''There  was  nothing  done  in  this  fjjoup  of  islands," 
wrote  iiiss  Gilbert,  **of  a  medical  or  nursing  nature.    The  con- 
dition of  the  refugees  is  fairly  good.     There  is  little  sickness. 
The  housing  is  impossible  but  the  homes  for  the  most  pflrl  are^ 
clean,  but  with  very  poor  sanitary  facilities.     The  unfortunate^ 
people  have  received  so  much  aid  that  many  of  them  seem  to 
have  lost  their  self-respect  and  will  willingly  beg," 

The  program  of  Americau  Ked  Cross  nicdieiil  relief,  as  was 
previously  stated,  contemplated  the  establishment  of  dispensary 
aud  visiting  nurse  service  iu  Macedonia,  Greece  aud  the  largo 
isles  in  the  Aegean  Sea.  Four  nurses,  with  iliss  Aildison  ai 
head  inirse,  were  ordered  to  ilaeedonia  late  in  .lainiary.  Mia*^ 
Addison  established  headquarters  in  Kavala  and  with  her 
nurses,  cleaned  and  equip[)ed  a  small  civil  hospital  there  and 
assistcHi  tlie  American  Red  Cross  doctor  in  f*stabitsliiug  and 
maintaining  a  dispensary  tluTC  which  in  four  months  treated 
3rii)8  patii'nts.  Tlu-  p»iblic  healtli  nurses  nmde  27i)  visits  (hir- 
ing the  same  periods  to  homefl  of  dis{M'nsary  patient*. 

To  Uodolivas,  a  villaue  near  Kavula,  wem  assigucd  tui>, 
nurses,  Emily  l*orter  aud  Mary  Francea  Mtngane,  In  addition' 
tn  **s{>ecialing"  one  of  the  American  Ri-d  Cross  |jers<tuucl  who 
had  typhoid  fever,  the  two  nursi*3  as<^istiHi  in  tlie  treaUneut  of 
1150  patients  at  the  American  IUkI  Cross  dispcuaary,  made  tl 
home  visits  and  gave  inatniction  and  distribiiti*d  elothin  "'^ 

8c*h(K>l  children,  ult  in  a  period  of  iliree  months.     In  . 
Miss  Porter  organised  and  directed  a  small  workroom  which 
employed  eight  women. 

At  Prava,  in  the  Kavala  district,  Misa  Zacea  developed  A 
dispensary  service  which  treated  Ix'tween  February  10  aud 
S,  liHl'.'t  patients.  She  also  gave  uursing  care  to  thirty  patii 
in  their  honu's  and  supc^rvist^d  the  nursing  of  tiic  children  of  « 
local  orphanage. 
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North  of  Kavala,  was  the  village  of  Drama.  Four  American 
lied  Cross  nurses  wore?  HS9if!;ii('d  to  duty  tluTo  ;  thoy  ^a\v  nursing 
fare  in  sixteen  hundred  i>atieuts  in  a  Greek  hospital,  in  the 
American  Red  Cross  disjieusary  and  iu  tlieir  homes.  Tlie  work 
at  Drama  had  heen  interrupted  by  the  assignment  of  two  of  the 
nurses  to  "speeiar*  an  American  Rwl  Cross  social  worker  who 
had  a  severe  case  of  typhus.  They  had  no  sooner  returned  to 
Drama  than  they  were  recalled  again  to  Kavala  to  nurse  an 
American  Red  Cross  physician,  also  stricken  with  typhus. 

iSerres  was  a  small  mountain  town  northwest  of  Kavala  and 
to  dispensary  and  nursing  service  there,  three  nurses  were 
assigned  at  A^arious  times. 

Even  though  the  nursing  service  in  the  Kavala  district  was 
interrupted  by  tho  nursing  care  given  to  the  American  Red 
Cross  j>er8onnel,  its  aoeompHyhment  was  conunondable  and, 
wrote  Miss  Hay,  *Svas  the  only  piece  of  general  medical 
relief  work  attempted  iu  Greece.  Nurses  should  not,  however, 
be  left  alone  in  such  work  in  any  stations  as  were  Miss  Zacca 
and  Miss  Porter,  althotigh  the  attitude  of  the  nurses  them- 
aelvea,  in  surh  htuely  assignments  as  in  the  care  of  the  typhus 
cases,  was  soldierly." 

The  nursing  service  in  the  Greek  Peninsula  centered  at 
Athens  and  consisted  in  haby  welfare  work  and  in  the  establish- 
ment of  a  school  of  nursing,  to  be  treated  later  by  Miss  Noyes 
in  Athens.  The  infant  welfare  program  inrluded  a  bi-weekly 
baby  clinic  and  instruction  to  mothers  at  the  clinic  and  in  their 
homes.  Margaret  Tymon,  the  nurse  in  charge,  also  condticted 
classes,  the  first  of  ten  and  the  second  of  fifteen,  to  train  yoimg 
Greek  women  to  assist  in  infant-welfare  work. 

When  the  time  approached  for  iliss  Tymon  to  return  to  the 
United  States,  the  American  Red  Cross  physician  advised  the 
Patriotic  League,  tlie  Greek  orginii/.atiou  which  was  to  take 
over  the  management  of  the  clini<'s,  that  an  nutniined  woman 
would  meet  the  American  Red  Cross  requirements  as  Ifiss 
Tymon's  successor.  This  Greek  woman  had  had  no  training 
either  as  a  nurse  or  an  infant  wclfflre  worker.  Miss  Hay  finally 
prevailed  on  the  commission  and  the  Patriotic  League  to  refer 
the  matter  to  Miss  Noyes  at  National  Headquarters. 

Opposite  Athens,  on  the  western  shore  of  the  Peninsula  of 
Greece,  was  the  ancient  sea-town  of  Patras  and  there  the  com- 
mission on  i[arch  7  sent  Blanche  Kacena  to  open  an  infant 
welfare  clinic.     On  April  23,  Miss  Gilbert,  an  experienced 
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infant  welfare  nurse,  arrived  and  Bubeequently  developed  «n 
active  center.  The  prospect  for  a  penuanent  station  at  Patraa 
waa,  however,  not  bright  "because/'  wrote  Miss  Torrance  to 
Miss  Hay,  **the  poor  have  little  means  and  desire  on  account 
of  the  more  spectacuhir  demands,  resulting  frt>ra  the  war,  to  im- 
prove their  own  living  conditions  and  the  more  educated  and 
responsible  class  have  yet  to  feel  that  such  living  conditions 
among  the  poor  ought  not  to  be  tolerated." 

The  only  other  infant  welfare  st^ition  which  was  developed 
by  the  commiasion  was  located  at  the  Isle  of  Crete.  Miss 
Phehm  and  Miss  Fleming  arrived  on  April  7  at  Canea,  the 
second  largest  city  on  the  island,  and  devel(»jx?d  haby  clinic-S 
there  in  cor»p*rHtioii  with  the  local  branch  of  the  Patriotic 
League.  Miss  Phelan  left  Canea  early  in  June  to  return  to 
the  United  States;  Miss  yieming  took  over  tlie  direction  of  the 
station  and  another  nurse,  Alma  Hartz.  was  assigned  to  duty 
there.  The  station  was  turned  over  on  July  1  to  the  Patriotic 
League  and  the  American  Red  Cross  nurses  with<lrawn. 

The  two  health  surveys  conducted  by  the  commission  were 
made  by  Miss  Phelan  on  the  Isle  of  Mitylene  and  by  Misi 
Bunting  and  Miss  Mingane  on  the  Isle  of  Samoa. 

Such  were  the  activities  and  acfromplishments  of  the  nursing 
service  of  the  Commission  for  Greece.  The  efficiency  of  the 
nurses,  as  it  w^as  said  1)eforef  was  marred  by  administrative 
difficulties.     Aliss  Hay  wrote: 

The  nurses  of  the  fireek  Comniiwion  were  a  fine  l>ody  of 
women,  representing  a  high  order  of  ability,  experience  and 
devotion.  They  have  good  reason  to  resent  the  treatment 
accorded  them  and  to  deplore  the  fact  that  their  aetx>mpliah*^ 
ment  in  actual  nurning  servii'e  was  so  pitiably  ^ninll.  No  on 
resents  the  fact  that  they  were  used  so  largely  for  civilian 
relief  work;  that  may  have  been  necessary.  What  seemed 
def»loral)k'  was  that  the  aihicu  and  tipccial  services  that  thrv 
as  nurses  were  so  well  qualified  to  render  wprn  n^v^-r  asked  And 
rarely  accepted.  ... 

In  the  Biimmer  of  1910,  Miss  Hay  recN^mmended  that  the 
Aznerican  Red  Cross  nurses  assigned  to  duty  with  tlie  Ui 
Commission,  be  withdrawn  at  the  eiid  of  their  six  hmmi 
term  of  service  and  that  they  l»e  nHurncd  tn  the  ITuited  8tal 
The  recommendation  was  a(*ccpt<.*d,  hut  a  sulisciiuent  change 
plans  later  permitted  the  development  of  a  child-welfaro  pro- 
gram. 
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In  ScTbiuj  tht*  mirsiiig  service  was  more  extensive  than  that 
rendered  hy  tlie  rommiKsinn  in  any  of  the  Balkan  States.  The 
headqnarterfl  of  the  American  Red  Cross  ('omuiission  for  Serhia 
were  Iwated  in  Belgrade.  Rachel  Torrance,  Miss  Hay's  assist- 
ant, was  chief  nnrse.  In  northern  Serbia,  twenty-two  mirses 
wore  assigned  to  dnty  and  they  used  as  bases  for  activities  ex- 
tending into  numerous  villages,  tlio  two  cities  of  Kragiijevatz 
and  Pozarevatz,  and  four  towns,  Cuprija,  Kraljevo,  Palanka 
and  Petrovatz. 

Kragujevatz  was  loeated  south  of  Belgrade,  a  city  of  some 
eighteen  tliousand  population.  To  it  the  commission  assigned 
Dr.  Harriet  Gervais,  a  physician,  Dr.  Marion  Stevens,  a  dentist^ 
and  Mary  B.  R<»bs,  u  nnrse  who  had  had  much  experience  in 
social  service  work  in  New  York  City.  The  three  women  estab- 
lished  >9ewing-nM)n»a  where  Serbian  women  were  given  employ- 
ment in  making  garments  to  be  distributed  anioTig  the  netnly 
when  completed.  They  gave  professional  euro  and  many  suppliea 
to  about  one  hundred  and  thirty  orphaned  children  who  were 
being  cared  for  by  a  local  Serbian  welfare  organization.  The 
orphans  were  housed  in  one  of  the  former  roynl  n'sidcnccs. 

Southeast  <if  Jvnigujevatz  was  the  village  of  ('iiprya  and  here 
two  American  physicians,  Captains  John  Voor  and  Thomas 
Lowe,  and  three  nurses,  Kathryn  Williams,  Inez  Gilliland  and 
Mary  8now»  estjiblished  a  hospital  and  a  dispensary.  "The 
unit  is,  to  mv  mind,'*  wrote  ^[iss  Hav,  "one  of  the  strongest  in 
Serbia/' 

In  Kraljevo,  a  village  southwest  of  Kragujevatz,  the  com- 
mission estabHshed  u  dispensary  and  a  chain  of  sewing  rooms. 
The  clinics  were  small  enough  to  require  the  attention  of  only 
the  American  Red  Cross  physician.  Dr.  ^lary  Elliott,  so  the 
two  nurses,  ifarietla  Wilsey  and  Svbella  llavilaud,  gave  their 
entire  time  to  supervising  the  niflnufaeture  of  gannents  in  sew- 
ing rooms  at  Kraljevo,  ^lilanovntK,  Cliachak,  Terznik  and 
Krushevatz  and  tli^tributiug  food  supplies  and  the  finished 
garments  to  the  destitute  in  these  and  neighboring  villages. 
Generous  supplies  of  linen  and  hospital  garments  were  made 
and  given  to  the  htcjil  Serbian  Hospital. 

North  of  Kragujevatz  was  situated  the  village  of  Palanka 
and  there  the  American  Red  Cross  nurses  renovated  a  hospital 
where  conditions  existed  similar  to  those  encountered  by  the 
nurses  of  the  Gevgeli  Units  of  1014  and  in  degree  if  not  in 
extent,  by  Miss  Nightingale  herself  at  Scutari.     Harriet  Leote 
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and  Lieutenant  McNabb  of  the  Balkan  Commission  inspected 
the  Pulanka  Hospital  on  March  11,  through  the  courtiisy  of  th( 
one  over-worked  Serbian  physician  wlio  ulone  was  trying 
meet  the  medical  netMl.s  of  the  hospltuJ  and  a  district  of  soi 
hundred  thousand  resideuLs.    Miss  Leete  wrote: 

111  front  of  the  Palanka  Hospital,  the*  yard  was  filled  with' 
mud  and  filth.    In  the  rear  were  trenches  which  were  use*!  atj 
toilets.    Sanitary!    Yes,  there  were  toilets,  but  tboy  were  il 
an  impossible  (condition. 

All  refuse  aud  excreta  from  the  hospital  was  thrown  into 
ditch  which  emptied  near  the  open  well.    The  condition  of 
surrounding  fields  wns  even  more  dangerous.  .  .  , 

The  hospital  was  a  military  one  and  was  tilled  with  Serbftj 
and  prisoners.     When  we  arrived,  there  were  2D7  patients  and! 
thirty  beds.     The  main  corridors  were  fairly  clean,  but  lend-i 
in?  from  each  wing  were  outside  entrances  and  one  of  tbei 
balFways  was  used  as  a  toilet-rfK)m,  no  conveniences,  just  ihi 
floor,  part  of  which  was  tiling,  with  the  doorway  of  earth.] 
From  the  hallway  the  stench  penetrated  throughout  the  !oi 
corridors. 

In  the  hallway  adjoining  the  other  wing.  Lieutemial 
McNabb  and  I  discovered,  apparently  thrown  in  and  piles!; 
o!ie  upon  another,  at  least  twenty  l>odieR  of  iwitientR  who  had* 
died  m  the  h<^pital.  Tlie  daily  death  rate  at  that  time  wtfj 
from  ten  to  twenty  and  frequently  th«  bodies  were  allowed  to 
remain  there  for  sev'?ral  days.     It  was  a  ghastly  sight. 

In  the  wards  where  the  thirty  U'ds  were,  the  patients  werB^ 
lying  on  the  few  mattresses  or  on  the  boards.    The  cttU  h 
no  springs.    In  the  other  wards  they  lay  close  together  on  the] 
floor,  stunetimes  with  dirty  straw  for  bedding.    Tidterrulo<i«,: 
dysentery  and  pneumonia  cases  all  in  the  same  ward.    \VhiU 
faces!     White  as  the  ones  in  the  morgue.     Many  c<nighiD^j 
many  more  too  weak  to  move  and  apparently,  from  the  od< 
in  the  ward,  they  were  going  without  any  care. 

The  doctor  said  that  there  were  orderlies.     It  took  M>ii 
time  to  discover  them,  as  they  wrre  soldiers  who  spent  most 
their  time  in  the  otrice  or  in  the  kitchen.  .  .  . 


On  March  14,  Miss  Leete  returned  to  Belgrade  aud  aak«d| 
that  she  be  reassigned  to  Palanka  with  supplies  and  a  8nffi(*ientl 
number  of  nurses  to  elcan  up  the  hospital  and  train  t' 
Four  days  Inter,  sh<»  and  another  nurse.  Faith  Dcn:^ 
to  Lieutenant  McNabb,  who  had  remained  at  Palankii,  and  i.iu*j^ 
began  tlie  renovation  of  the  hospital.     Two  more  Anu^rican 
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nurses,  Eleanor  Blackstone  and  Marie  lIcDowcll,  arrived  on 
March  26  and  the  Serbians  sent  ten  Boldicr-orderlios  and  some 
Serbian  mirses  fram  Belgrade.  By  April  3,  Alias  Lecte  and  her 
nurses  bad  changed  conditions  to  such  an  extent  that  the  death 
rate  bad  ceased.  Miss  Denisou  came  down  with  typhus  on 
April  li  and  some  twelve  days  later,  Miss  Leete.  The  two 
other  American  nurses  cared  for  them  and  they  returned  in  the 
summer  of  11)10  to  tJie  United  States.  All  American  Red 
Cross  activities  in  Palanka  were  discontinued  late  in  May. 

To  Pctrovatz,  a  village  east  of  Palanka,  the  Commission  for 
the  Balkans  sent  two  physicians,  Alberta  Greene  and  Marjorie 
BurnLu.ni,  and  two  nurses,  Anne  O'llara  and  Laura  Lowe 
Kroigh,  They  developed  u  large  dispensary  service  at  Petro- 
vatz  which  treated  about  one  hundred  cases  a  day,  and  once  a 
week  held  clinics  in  the  neighl>oring  vilhiges  of  Scotonje,  Me- 
lenica,  Pashanatz  and  Kimovitch.  A  small  hospital  was  opened 
during  the  summer  in  an  old  Iniilding  outside  the  village. 

Xorth  of  Pc  troviUz  was  situated  Pozarevatz,  a  citv  of  thirteen 
thousand  inhabitants,  and  here  the  commission  developed  a  gen- 
eral hospital,  and  dispensary,  a  tuberculosis  hospital  and  a 
bouncing  orphanage.  Two  physicians,  Egbert  Borgeson  and 
David  Kadc-sky  and  three  nurses,  Jennie  Hoagland,  head  nurse, 
Effie  Swayze  and  Mary  Ricketts,  were  on  duty  there.  The  hos- 
pital was  of  thirty -four-bed  capacity  and  in  it  an  active  operative 
service  was  maintained.  At  thti  dispensary  connected  with  it, 
clinics  averaging  forty  patients  daily  were  held.  Miss  Hay 
described  the  type  of  cases  treated: 

An  Albanian  woman  with  inoperable  carcinoma,  who  en- 
treated the  doctofR  to  operate  if  there  was  a  single  chance, 
stating  that  she  would  gladly  take  all  responsibility;  a  num- 
ber of  Women  with  femnle  disorders;  eczema  of  the  breast; 
mucli  Ijoiie  tuliert'iiiof^iH ;  nn  accident  case,  a  young  man  who 
had  fallen  from  a  liay  wagon  on  to  a  hay  fork,  dying  soon 
afterwards  from  a  ruptured  spk»en ;  a  badly  emaciatod  chihl 
with  tender  abdomen  who  wailingly  refused  hospital  treat- 
ment. .  .  , 

On  the  outskirts  of  the  town,  set  among  a  grove  of  trees  on  a 
slight  rise  of  land  was  the  attractive  and  well-equipp<>d  Tuber- 
culosis llnspiUiL  There  were  accommodations  for  thirty  odd 
patients  but  whcui  Miss  Hay  inspected  it  in  June,  there  were  only 
fourteen.     *'Thc  discouragement  in  the  work  thus  far/'  wrote 
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Miss  Hay,  'lias  boeii  the  unwillingness  of  the  patients  to  stay 
long  enough  to  get  benefit  from  the  treatment." 

To  a  local  orphanage  where  thirty  young  Sorbs  wore  being 
cared  for,  the  unit  at  Pozarevatz  gave  food,  clothing,  linen  and 
medical  attention. 

South  Serbia  was  honey-combed  with  relief  activities  of  the 
American  Red  Cross.  In  nine  towns  and  their  outlying  vil- 
lages, the  commission  conducted  general  and  medical  relief. 
Thirty  Anioricau  Rod  Cross  nurses  were  assigned  to  dutv  there. 

Southwest  of  the  city  of  Nish  in  cenlral-easteni  Serbia  was 
Pirot,  an  inaccessible  town  of  eleven  thousand  iidiabitants  lo- 
cated near  the  Bulgarian  frontier.  Five  Americans  were  on 
duty  there,  the  physician,  (\iptain  Hrnnan  Hnndlirig.  two 
nurses,  Eva  Ferris  and  Mrs.  ^laud  MeteuLf,  the  nurse  who  had 
served  in  Belgrade  in  1915,  and  two  civilian  relief  workers^ 
Alida  Bigelow  and  Franchise  do  Baoourt,  Pirot  had  a  clean 
and  well-run  civil  hospital  and  to  it  the  commission  gave 
many  supplies.  Captain  Hundling  maintained  a  diapt-nsarv 
which  treated  a  daily  average  of  fifty  patients  and  the  nurses 
aided  him  there  and  did  district-visiting.  The  nurses  also 
assisted  in  the  distribution  of  food  and  clothing  throti^out  tho 
Pirot  district, 

Leskovac  was  a  town  of  fourteen  thousand  ptipulation  and 
was  locate<l  southwest  of  Pirot.  On  duty  at  l^eskovac  were  two 
nurses  of  the  commission,  Sara  Crosley  and  Esther  Rose,  and 
an  enrolled  Americiin  Ui-d  <''roB9  nurse,  Pliohii-  VVliedon,  who 
had  gnne  to  Serbia  in  11*14  as  a  membc»r  of  the  P'ranco-SiTbian 
Relief  Association  and  had  later  worked  under  Dr.  Ryan  after 
he  had  taken  over  the  activities  of  the  Franco-Serbian  Relief 
'Association.  I^liss  Wliedon  hud  charge  of  the  distribution  of 
supplies  and  Miss  Crosley  and  Miss  Rose  were  on  duty  in  a 
military  hospital  where  two  hundred  and  tifty  Butguriau 
prisfuiers  had  lM*fm  receiving  the  medieul  and  nursing  care 
typical  of  Serbian  hospitals.  Although  the  iidvent  of  the  Ameri- 
can nur8<'8  was  not  hailed  with  enthusingrm.  they  did  gi>od  work 
in  clearing  up  the  building,  requisitioning  .\mrrican  Hi**!  C^ri**a 
Bupplies  and  instructing  the  orderlies  in  the  \isc  of  them  and 
giving  the  patients  the  needed  surgical  nursing  care.  Tbe  nia- 
jjority  of  the  Bulgars  were  invalided  home  in  May  and  the  two 
lurses  were  transferred  to  Vranja. 

This  to>vn  of  elen»n  thousand  souls  was  situated  »owth  of 
Ix^akovac,  on  the  single  railroad  which  bi»ecte<|  Serbia  longi- 
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tudinully  from  Gcv|a;cli,  on  the  Greek  border,  to  Belp^-ade,  on 
tlie  AnstTo-Hiingarinn  frontier.  ^Afedieal  relief  work  at  Vrnnja 
centered  about  the  Scottish  Women's  Hospital  and  Miss  Crosley 
and  iliss  Kose  condiietcd  an  extensive  dispensary  service  in 
connection  with  it.  The  Scottish  Women's  Hospital  Unit  on 
duty  at  Vranja  in  101t>  liad  come  to  Serbia  in  Septemlwr^  1016, 
had  been  assigned  to  dnty  at  Ostrovo  and  after  an  active  service 
there  had  been  transferred  in  October,  1018,  to  Vranja  to  care 
for  typhus  patients. 

There  were  many  orphans  in  Vranja  and  the  commission 
maintained  there  soup  kitchens,  an  orphanage,  and  sewing  rooms 
for  girls.  Ilelen  King,  a  gradnate  of  the  Massachusetts  Gen- 
eral Hospital  School  but  not  an  enrolled  American  Red  Cross 
nurse,  was  in  charge  of  this  work  and  was  assisted  by  a  young 
Scotch  woman,  Vida  Matlieson. 

Soiithw<'al,  of  Vranja  and  near  the  Albanian  frontier  was 
Prizren^  the  tifth  largest  city  in  Serbia,  lleru*  the  commission 
assigned  two  siirgiMins  and  a  physician  and  four  nurses,  iuclnd- 
ing  Mildred  Williamson,  the  supervising  nurse,  and  they  de- 
veloped a  hospital  of  seventy-seven  beds,  an  orphanage  where 
eighty-four  young  Serbs  were  cared  for,  and  a  soup  kitchen 
which  daily  fed  five  hundred  people.  Captain  M.  R.  Bradner 
was  in  charge  of  these  activities. 

The  hospital  was  pictures*|uely  located  on  the  banks  of  a 
swnft  mountain  stream.  It  maintained  an  active  operating 
room,  surgical  wards  and  two  isolation  tents  for  the  treatment 
of  tuberculosis  patients,  and  across  the  turbulent  water-course 
ami  reached  by  a  small  foot  bridge,  a  two-story  building  which 
housed  tlie  mcdicjil  wards.  "The  entire  fiospital  at  Prizren,'* 
<*oncluded  Miss  Hay,  **iu  the  care  given  the  patients  Ixjth  by 
doctors  and  nurses  and  the  cleanliness  and  thrifty  management 
apparent  on  every  side,  is  pleasingly  American." 

In  all  the  Balkan  States,  the  American  niirses  and  surgeons 
did  the  work  closest  at  hand  and  most  deserving  of  immediate 
attention.  In  some  towns,  this  means  the  establishment  of  soup 
kitchens  ami  dispensaries  for  the  civilian  population.  Tn  other 
towns  were  native  military  hospitals  where,  like  festering  sores 
of  war,  the  wounded  were  still,  even  as  late  as  the  midsummer 
of  1010,  being  cared  for  in  the  haphazard  methods  which  char- 
acterized the  treatment  of  the  sick  and  wounded  throughout 
eastern  Europe.  Such  a  town  was  Skoplje,  which  was  located 
southeast  of  Prizren  and  to  it  in  February,  1910,  went  a  unit 
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of  six  American  Red  Cross  nurses,  with  Eleanor  Wilson  as 
Bwpervisor.  They  were  first  on  duty  in  the  Vardar  Hospittil 
but  in  April,  all  the  patients  there  were  transferred  to  the  big 
Half  Moon  Serbian  Military  Hospital  iu  the  western  aectioa 
of  the  town.    Miss  Hay  wrote: 

In  such  a  rei)ort,  it  is  not  possible  to  portray  the  sweeping 
changes  that  were  made  in  the  departments  given  over  to  our 
nurses  in  both  tlie  Vardar  and  Half  -Moon  Hospitals.  But 
they  worked  Huch  seeming  miracles  in  order,  cleanliness  and 
efficient  care  that  even  tlie  most  indifferp!»t  of  the  olficials  tcMik 
notice  and  begged  fur  the  continuance  of  their  services.  The 
infinitely  greater  comfort  and  the  more  kindly  treatmi-nt 
which  their  services  mnant  for  the  patients  themselves  is  also 
a  thing  which  cannot  be  told. 

Gostivar  was  a  town  located  south  of  Prixren  and  southwest 
€f  Skoplje.  A  unit  of  six  American  Red  Cross  workers  were 
jtssigiied  to  duty  there ;  Lieutenant  Theodore  Reed  was  the 
physician,  Eugenia  Bogart  was  supervisor  of  the  throe  other 
nurses  and  Geneva  Hatenutu  was  in  charge  of  civilian  relief 
work.  They  established  u  hospital  of  twenty-live  Wds,  n  dis- 
pensary with  a  daily  average  attendanet*  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  patients  and  rondneted  visiting  nnrsing  and  general 
relief  in  the  adjoining  mountain  villages. 

The  hospital  was  a  trim  and  thoroughly  model  little  Ameri- 
can institution  s<^t  down  among  the  Serbian  foothills.  Evt-a 
the  American  Red  C'ross  personnel  house  reflected  ingenuity 
and  high  stan<lards  of  cleanliness.  "Although  ther©  i«  do 
kitchen,"  wntte  Miss  Ilay,  **and  the  meals  are  prepared  on  the 
porch,  regardless  of  wind  and  weatljer.  they  are  pxal.  Mist 
Rogart  acts  as  housekeeper.  One  chief  distinction  of  thia  unit 
is  the  jKissesnion  of  a  big,  tin-Iin(Ml  serviceable  bath-tub,  impnv 
vmni  from  a  tiu-li ned  tobacco  cHKe  and  largi*  enough  to  ac^ccmH 
znodate  (with  careful  adjustment)  even  a  full  grown  man.  TKi$ 
tub,  like  other  conveniences  at  Gostivar,  is  dm-  (■»  TV.  R^^d'a 
inventive  gifta,*' 

Monnstir,  second  largest  city  in  Serbia^  was  tr  '  i 

l©f  (Sostivar  in  the  southwestern  corner  of  the  STrmll  [ 
Two  gnujps  of  American  Red  Cross  pf'rsonnci  were  on  duiy^ 
[tljore.  The  tirst  group  consisted  of  four  nurs<>s,  witli  Elsie 
lessup  as  head,  and  they  served  in  the  American  \Voininr» 
Hospital ;  tho  second  group  consisted  of  one  nnrsc*  as  Bupf*r%*iaur, 


Hauling  tbe 
wounded  in  carts  to 
\'rajija,  Serbia. 
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Emina  Hart  Rogiir*,  iind  two  civilian  relief  workers  and  they 
conducted  a  aowing-room  aud  distributed  material  relief  among 
the  destitute  in  the  city. 

Th«  Aiueriean  Women's  Hospital  waa  of  fifty-bed  capacity 
and  was  under  the  direction  of  two  American  physicians  who 
had  been  in  Serbia  since  Jiinuary,  1S)18, — Dr.  Retina  Keyea 
and  Hr.  Mabel  F.  Flood.  The  American  Red  Cross  nurses 
went  on  duty  in  the  hospital  in  Jnniiapy,  1!>19.  An  active 
dispensary  service,  averaging  150  pntients  daily  except  on  mar- 
ket days,  when  the  numbers  ran  as  high  as  230,  was  maintained 
in  connection  with  the  American  Womeu^s  Hospital,  but  the 
nurses  of  the  Balkan  Commission  were  not  on  duty  there. 

American  Red  Cross  civilian  relief  in  Monastir  consisted  in 
the  maintenance  of  a  sewing-room,  where  garments  were  made, 
and  of  a  bathhouse  which  the  Serbians  were  required  to  use 
before  they  were  given  the  Red  Cnisa  clothing.  Two  nurses 
were  in  charge  of  these  projects,  Kate  ^Iacfad<leu  of  the  bath- 
house and  ^lias  Rogers  of  the  sewing- room  and  personnel  house. 

Kavadiir  was  a  village  wliich  hiy  north  and  east  (»f  Monastir. 
There  the  conuuisaiun  devehijied  an  active  dispensary  and  an 
orphanage  and  conducted  general  district,  tuberculosis  and  in- 
fant welfare  nursing  service.  The  personnel  consisted  of  Cap- 
tain R,  M.  Blakely,  the  physician;  four  nurses  with  ilaud 
Heath  as  head  nurse;  aud  one  civilian  relief  worker. 

The  dispensary  was  located  in  three  large  rooms  of  one  of 
the  municipal  buildings.  The  attendance  averaged  over  a  hun- 
dred, with  two  hundred  on  market  days.  The  patients  were 
usuaHy  cases  sutTcring  frmn  the  exjilosions  of  '^duds" ;  bone 
tuberculosis  in  advanced  stages;  tubercuhisis  of  the  eyes;  pel- 
lagra and  the  like.  A  branch  dispeusury  was  maintained  at 
Negotin,  a  neighboring  village. 

In  the  Kavjjdar  district  were  some  four  huudrcfl  orphans 
and  nuKJUg  tlieni  were  stray  waifa  uru'laiuu'd  by  relatives  or 
friends.  For  thrse  the  American  iicd  Cross  representatives 
establislied  an  orphanage  which  in  June  had  twenty-eight 
charges.  One  of  them  was  a  seemingly  timorous  Turkish  lad 
who  **\vas  afraid,"  wrote  Miss  Hay,  ''that  the  Serbian  boys 
would  whip  him  so  came  protected  with  a  dagger  concealed  in 
las  blouse." 

The  public  health  nursing  service  at  Kavadar  was  perhaps 
the  most  interesting  phase  of  Americiin  Red  Cross  endeavor 
there.     From  the  dispensary,  the  nurses  followed  their  patients 
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home  and  brought  into  many  aouth  Serbian  houses,  soap,  light^ 
air  and  general  order.  This  union  of  old-world  customs  oj 
living  and  uow-world  mothtxls  (for  public  healdi  nursing  wa* 
primarily  an  American  development)  was  often  full  of  imcoa-j 
acious  pathos.     Miss  Hay  wrote: 

In  a  Turkish  family  where  the  mother  had  died  of  tubers 
culosifi.  leaving  a  two-jear-old  tuberculous  haby,  the  father 
did  his  best  to  i^arry  out  the  nurse's  iustructions  and  on  th«. 
morning  we  called  wo  found  him  gone  to  his  work  but  tli$ 
baby  well  wrapped  up  and  sitting  out  of  doors  in  the  sunshine, 
getting  strong  and  well. 

During  the  mouth  of  April,  1919,  one  thousand  six  hundred 
and  fifty-three  patients  were  treated  at  the  Kavudur  dispensary 
and  twenty  per  ceut  of  them  were  suiVcring  from  tubereuloais. 
These  cases  included  all  types  of  tlie  disease,  c^'c,  bone,  glandu- 
lar, pulmonary  and  tliat  of  other  internal  organs.  The  victims 
made  no  effort,  previous  to  the  advent  of  the  Araerie^in  Ri-d 
Cross  nurses,  to  trout  the  disease  according  to  modem  methods 
"One  woman,*'  wrote  Miss  Hay,  ''brought  from  a  village  fifty 
fciJometers  distant,  her  two  daughters,  both  of  whom  had  tu- 
berculosis of  the  left  hand.  The  wounds  had  never  been  drcesed 
with  anytliing  other  than  leaves." 

The  infant  welfare  work  at  Kavadar  was  very  appealitig  XO' 
the  American  nurses.  Ursula  Tibbels  was  the  nurse  in  cliarge 
of  it  at  Kavadar  and  Aliss  Heath  at  Negotiu  and  they  held  baby 
elinies  and  distributed  American  Red  Cross  layettes.  Misfl 
Hay  wrote: 

Such  pitiful  rags  as  were  taken  otT  the  we«  Serbian  babietf* 
— ragH  8iirh  as  an  American  mother  cuutd  never  iina^iut*  tis 
any  babyV  be^  clothes.  And  in  place  of  these,  we  gave  the 
Rc^l  Cross  layettes,  tine  knit  sliirts,  dowuv  f1uunL'li*tt«  chirts 
and  drebs  and  a  warm  haby  tape  and  hood;  soap,  talcum 
powder,  wash  cloths',  towels,  and  ti  paekaire  o(  twenty-four 
diapers,  po  clean  and  new  that  we  could  only  with  dillicuhy 
pcrnuade  the  niolhcr«  to  put  them  to  their  intrndwl  u#o.  If 
the  baby  wan  in  the  leaxt  dirty,  or  if  the  clothes  or  rags  altout 
the  baby  were  nnt  rlean,  then  the  layette  was  withheld  until 
the  mother  had  remedied  these  faulta.  Kiuh  motlier  wa*- 
required  to  put  the  new  riothcs  on  the  baby  to  .show  us  that 
she  had  really  profited  by  our  iniftructiou  and  it  %n>  n  radia.nt 
and  wondering  baby  and  a  very  proud  mother  which 
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confronted  iis.  It  was  a  fine  gift  to  Lhe  patietit  and  denying 
Serbian  mother,  that  h*_vette  from  Americnji  women's  hands, 
but  best  (jf  all  it  meajil  n  clean  and  eomfortiilfli;  and  therefore 
a  happy  baby,  in  the  month  of  May  eighty-live  layette*  were 
given  out. 

South  of  Kavadar  and  the  ninth  town  in  southern  Serbia 
where  the  cominissioii  developed  emergency  relief  activities  in 
1919,  WEB  the  border-town  of  Gevgeli.  Of  the  plight  of  the 
village  and  district  in  11)11),  Miss  Hay  wrote; 

Situated  in  the  midst  of  an  important  fighting  center, 
Gevgeli  Ik  now  little  more  than  a  pile  of  stone  and  umnipled 
mu(i  walls.  Whatever  escaped  shot  and  shell  was  lieked  up  by 
the  flames  of  the  retreating  Army  or  has  long  since  gone  to 
eook  the  soldier's  soup  or  to  warm  a  shivering  family.  Such 
a  burned-out  ruin  is  the  big  tobacco  factory  in  which  was 
located  in  1J*1-1  tho  Military  Hospital  wherein  the  American 
Red  Cross  nurses  and  doctors  fought  tj'phus.  In  the  cemetery 
nearby  is  Dr.  Donnelly's  grave.  .  .  . 

The  Gevgeli  district  cnnsists  of  seven  towiisliips  and 
twenty-one  villages,  with  a  total  of  yiHin  fumilics  and  10,000 
population.  ,  .  ,  Helen  Lvdia  Bailey  was  the  nurs-e  in  charge 
of  all  work  there  and  wan  for  a  month  the  only  American 
Red  Cross  representative.  In  this  time,  she  treated,  quite 
alone,  some  live  hundred  patients;  frhe  was  altogether  without 
a  doctor's  advice,  a  stnte  of  affairs  which  should  not  be,  as  the 
responsibility  of  life  is  too  great.  On  April  18,  Edith  L. 
Wood,  a  nurse,  arrived  and  took  over  the  <lispensary  work 
and  some  of  the  visiting  nursing,  and  on  May  13,  Kleanor 
Wilson  was  sent  down  and  took  charge  of  the  sewing-room  in 
Gevgeli  and  tlie  organization  of  similar  ones  in  adjoining 
viDages.  Dr.  Smith  arrived  about  May  1  and  Dr.  Frost  also 
stayed  in  Gevgeli  for  a  few  weeks. 

Stark  poverty  prevailed  throughout  the  Gevgeli  district. 
The  American  Red  Cross  pers«niuol  there  distributed  large 
quantities  of  floury  pttrk,  l)ean8,  rice,  lard,  soap,  and  clothing 
and  later  even  hoes*  spades,  shovels  and  grindstones. 

In  addition  to  llontenegro,  Albania,  Greece  and  Serbia,  the 
other  state  in  the  Balkan  group  in  which  the  American  Red 
Cross  conducted  nation-wide  emergency  relief  in  llM'd  was 
Roiunania.  Tlie  four-fold  military  occuf)ation,  by  German, 
Bulgarian,  Turkish  and  Russian  troops,  had  wrung  the  country 
dry.     When  the  second  American  Red  Cross  commission  ar- 
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rived  in  Bucharest  on  February  25,  with  Lieutenant  Colonel 
H.  Gideon  Wells,  of  Chicng^o,  in  command,  they  found  horses 
dead  from  starvation  on  the  streets,  children  and  adults  aliko 
in  rags  and  gaunt  with  hunger,  going  barefoot  in  the  snow, 
and  typhus,  pelhigra,  war  dropsy,  eye  trouhk^s  and  tuberculosis 
pandemic.  Only  the  iron  constitution  of  the  R<^umaniftn  peas- 
ant prevented  a  much  further  decimation  of  the  Roumaniau 
population  thau  has  b<»en  descril)ed  in  a  previous  section. 

When  au  entire  nntion  is  hungry,  the  p<*ople  want  food,  not 
toothbrush  drills  or  other  devices  of  health  education.  Thus 
the  American  Red  Cross  program  in  Roumania  was  a  feeding 
and  ch>tliiug  program  on  a  national  scale  and  a  subsidy,  on 
equally  large  proportions,  of  drugs,  linen  and  foo<l  to  Rou- 
manian hospitals. 

In  any  emergency  relief  program,  a  public  health  nurse  is 
an  able  instrument,  because  a  good  public  health  nurse  is 
trained  to  cstinuitc  both  the  social  and  n»edical  needs  of  thnsi* 
whom  fllie  is  endeavoring  to  aid.  iSeveral  of  the  fifteen  Ameri- 
can Red  Cross  nurses  of  the  second  C^immission  for  Roumania 
were  women  highly  skilled  in  public  health  nursing  and  me<li- 
cal  Sftcial  service,  such  as  Florence  Patterson,  the  chief  nurpc. 
Katharine  Holmes  and  Evelyn  Oln^ar.  The  others  were  in- 
stitutional uur8(»s  who  were  well  fitted  to  go  into  a  Routnauian 
hospital  and  prepaiv  the  requisition  lists  of  drugs,  blankets, 
linen  and  f(M)d  which  wen*  necessary  to  put  that  hoaj»itnl  again 
into  o|>eriiti(»n.  Tlnis  while  the  Aineriiran  nurses  in  Roinnania 
establislu'd  no  American  Red  Cross  hospitals  per  sr,  and  oi)cr 
nted  few  dispensaries  on  a  settle  c«*)mparable  to  that  which  pre- 
vaile4l  in  the  other  Halkan  Sf  at*»s  and  did  practically  Ui  ^  '  '  _ 
nursing,  their  services  certainly  may  Ix*  said  t*i  have  i 
ized  in  a  professional  capacity.  They  were  not  tucjced  away 
in  isolated  sewing-rooms  and  civilian  relief  stations  in  Ron* 
mania  "to  keep  them  out  of  mischief'  as  in  Oreeee.  but  were 
given  authority  and  a  field  to  cover  which  was  alnr 
lievahly  broad.     Miss  Patters<_m,  in  additidit  to  her  m  i* 

chief  nurse,  was  the  assistant  director  of  civilian  reiief  of 
the  commission. 

The  method  in  which  the  second  Rmmianian  Commiadon 
attacked  it^  tusks  is  well  illustrated  by  a  brief  di*fli*riptinii  of 
the  wi^rk  of  several  units.  In  Ruehan*st,  Miss  l^lttor«on  and 
Dr.  Bayne  worked  out  a  civilian  relief  program  which  supplied 
food,  clothing,  drugs,  and  oquipmi^nt  durinf^  ihe  ipring  And 


I 


Koumanian  refuf^ees  living  in  rnud  dug-outs  in  th?  devastated  war  sones. 
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An  American  Ked  Cross  nurse  serving  soup  to  Roumanian  refugees 
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early  summer  of  1919  to  eleven  Roumanian  hospitals;  sixteen 
schools  and  children's  aid  societies;  twenty-four  orphanages; 
and  fourteen  asylums  and  sanatoria.  Three  special  canteens 
were  established  and  by  the  end  of  July,  1919,  had  served 
168,118  portions  of  thick  soup  and  bread,  and  had  been  aided, 
either  with  this  food  or  by  gifts  of  clothing,  53,146  persons 
who  were  not  included  in  the  above  list  of  institutions  aided. 

To  develop  the  program  in  rural  sections  of  Koumania,  units 
were  organized  and  sent  out  into  the  field  each  with  its  quota 
of  villages  to  cover.  Such  a  unit  was  the  Focsani  Unit  which 
established  its  headquarters  at  Focsani,  a  city  of  some  twenty- 
five  thousand  population  which  was  located  in  south-central 
Moldavia  near  the  boundary  line  of  Wallachia.  Captain  Ar- 
thur D.  Fulton,  Katharine  Holmes  and  Josephine  Ellett  com- 
posed the  personnel  of  the  imit  and  their  territory  consisted 
of  eighty-five  villages,  fifty-seven  of  which  had  been  bombed. 
The  two  nurses  and  Captain  Fulton  established  canteens  in 
each  one  of  these  fifty-seven  villages.  From  these  canteens  a 
daily  ration  of  thick  soup  and  white  bread  was  served  to  an 
average  of  one  hundred  people. 

An  example  of  the  effect  which  resulted  from  the  distribu- 
tion of  sanitary  supplies  and  a  judicious  amount  of  advice  by 
the  American  Red  Cross  representatives,  was  found  in  the 
village  of  Odobosti.  During  their  occupancy  there  the  Germans 
had  built  a  good  bathhouse  but  in  the  absence  of  soap  and 
towels  the  Roumanians  in  1919  were  not  using  it,  though 
typhus  was  epidemic  in  the  community.  Captain  Fulton 
urged  the  local  authorities  to  put  the  baths  into  operation  and 
Miss  Holmes  and  Miss  Ellett  distributed  soap  and  told  the 
recipients  to  go  and  use  it  at  the  pxiblic  baths.  Within  due 
season  the  effects  of  an  adequate  diet,  as  partially  supplied  by 
the  canteens,  and  the  use  of  the  soap  began  to  bear  fruit  in  a 
diminution  of  tvphus  cases. 

The  distribution  of  supplies  and  drugs  to  already  established 
but  impoverished  Roumanian  hospitals  was  described  in  a  re- 
port covering  the  activities  of  the  Tlfov  Unit:  Ruth  Weir,  a 
graduate  of  the  Roosevelt  Hospital  and  a  nurse  who  had  served 
at  American  Red  Cross  Hospital  No.  1,  was  a  member  of  this 
group.     The  official  report  was  in  part  as  follows: 

We  found  at  Budesti  (a  village  in  the  Bucharest  district) 
a  Roumanian  hospital  with  eighty-two  cases  of  typhus.    The 
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hospital  had  nothing  in  the  way  of  equipment  but  some  iron 
hed  frnxncs,  with  boards  laid  across  them,  in  many  coses,  \r« 
paw  as  nmny  as  live  people  tryiu^  to  Ho  on  one  bed ;  they  wer« 
wrnppe«]  in  hits  of  carpet  and  in  rags.  Men,  women  and 
childreji  were  all  crowded  together.  One  old  woman  lay  dying 
while  her  three  bodfellowt;  shrank  as  far  from  her  as  possible 
to  reniiiin  on  the  bed. 

The  doctor  in  charge,  a  capable  appearing  young  man, 
showed  us  the  linen  which  had  been  turned  over  to  him;  it 
consisted  of  shapeless  bundles  of  rags.  He  had  no  medicines, 
DO  means  of  transportation  to  visit  outside  ca»es  and  prac- 
tically no  food  for  his  hospital  patients.  They  were  trying  to 
make  t^ugar  from  some  old  beets  to  ad*!  to  the  diet-  We  left 
him  pajamas,  convalescent  robes,  blankets,  soap,  food  supplies, 
a  little  medicine  and  some  advice. 

The  general  relief  administered  by  the  Ilfov  Unit  <x>nsisted, 
bj  the  tirst  week  in  July,  of  forty-one  canteens  which  wertt 
serving  food  to  418,030  people  in  114  villages.  '*Oiir  clothing 
distributions/'  stated  the  writer  of  the  Ilfov  report^  **rMn 
neck  to  necfe  with  the  aid  given  through  canteens  and  hos- 
pitals and  we  finally  covered  the  people  before  they  died  of 
sunburn.  No  matter  how  well  conducted  our  distributions 
were  at  the  beginning  they  always  ended  in  a  riot  when  our 
most  numerous  clients,  the  Tiganes,  liegau  to  think  there  would 
be  notliing  left  fnr  them.  When  the  last  shirt  was  gi^ne,  wo 
dashe<l  for  the  car,  guarded  by  gendarmes  and  special  coa*- 
stables  who  h>ve  the  npjiortnnity  of  witdding  the  big  stick.** 
In  this  respect,  Miss  Holmes  was  much  horrified  during  her 
early  weeks  of  service  to  sec  the  local  authorities  trying  \o 
kei*p  the  Roumanian  peasant  women  from  stuiiipediiig  (he  piUi« 
of  layettes,  by  lashing  them  with  ox-whips,  treatment  whick 
had  little  etTect  \ipon  the  somewhat  nver-enger  mothers. 

Karly  in  June,  \^J\U,  Cohmel  Wells  resigne*!  as  eommis- 
sioner  for  i{u\imania  and  rcnirn<*d  to  the  United  SuM^ 
Colonel  Anders<iu  then  moved  the  headquarters  of  the  Balkam, 
Commission  from  Belgrade  to  Bucharest  to  be  able  to  kc«p 
general  oversight  of  the  work  in  Roumania. 

The  summer  of  UUlt  saw  the  complete  reorganuatioo,  ia 
policy  at  leasts  of  the  Commission  for  the  Balkans.  By  thai 
date  the  paralysis  of  trade  with  the  Balkan  States,  dne  tn  th« 
enemy's  submarine  activities  in  the  Alcditrrraneun,  wis  ended 
and  after  au  interval  of  four  years,  ships  wej^  agaiu  bringing 
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supplies  into  the  Balktin  p*>rta.  Moreover,  the  crops  of  1919 
were  being  harvested  by  tlie  women  and  a  time  of  compara- 
tive plenty  was  apiin  iit  hand.  The  national  temperament 
of  the  various  Balkan  jvrincipalitics  was  one  of  gnmt  jvliysical 
stamina.  Accustomed  as  they  wore  to  nlmost  constunt  war- 
fare and  quick  to  fee!  its  ravages,  the  peoples  of  the  ditTercnt 
countries  and  especially  Koiimania  were  equally  swift  in  re- 
sponding to  the  piping  times  of  peace  and  with  their  heredi- 
tary enemy  crushed,  they  attacked  reconstruction  with  hope. 

The  autumn  of  1919  seemed  an  auspicious  time  for  the  close 
of  the  emergency  relief  as  undertaken  by  the  American  Red 
Cross  in  the  Balkans  and  throughout  Etirope  and  for  the  initia- 
tion of  a  constructive  program  limitetl  to  the  field  of  health. 
Many  of  the  nurses  and  aurgt^us  of  the  Balkan  Coiiiinission 
had  been  overseas  since  1917  and  desired  to  return  to  the 
United  States.  Even  more  important  was  the  fact  that  the 
large  quantifies  of  the  Red  Cross  general  and  American  Army 
medical  supplies  which  Colonel  Anderson  had  brought  to  the 
Balkan  States  in  January  hatl  been  distribute*!  and  the  finances 
of  the  society,  in  the  estimation  of  the  executives  at  Xationiil 
Headquarters,  did  not  permit  the  purchase  of  new  supplies 
with  which  to  continne  emergency  relief  of  an  international 
scale.  Thus  the  personnel  was  slowly  withdrawn,  leaving  only 
a  nucleus  in  various  dispensaries  and  welfare  stations  around 
which  was  annn  to  Iw  built  the  eonatructive  ]>rogram  in  the 
field  of  child  lic;!ltli. 

During  the  summer  of  1919,  the  development  of  the  league 
of  Red  Cross  Societies  progressed  rapitUy  and  on  November 
17,  1919,  Miss  Fitzgerald  resigned  her  duties  as  chief  nurse 
of  the  American  Red  Cross  in  Europe  to  assume  those  of  the 
Director  of  Nursing  of  the  League.  Florence  M.  Waters 
served  for  some  months  as  acting  chief  nurse  of  the  European 
Commission,  but  in  January,  1920,  came  to  the  United  States 
for  a  short  vacation  preparatory  to  returning  to  Europe  as 
Miss  Fitzgerald*:^  assistant  in  Geneva. 

A  happy  sequt^uce  of  events  followed.  The  Minutes  of  a 
meeting  hchl  DecemlKT  23,  1919,  of  the  Commission  for  Europe 
recorded  statements  that 


.  .  .  Colonel  Olds  announced  that  Colonel  Emerson  is 
about  to  go  to  Serbia  with  authority  to  make  arrangements 
with  Miss  Hay  to  estahlish  her  headquarters  in  Paris,  as  chief 
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nur^e  of  the  rommiission.  So  far  as  the  work  in  the  Balkan!^ 
is  concerned,  it  has  seemefl  tliat  she  could  handle  these  detaill< 
fully  as  well  from  Paris  as  from  Belgrade. 

Miss  Hay's  experience  in  the  Balkans  subsequently  proi 
to  In?  of  invaluable  assistance  in  working  out  the  details  of] 
Arnori(»an  R(n1  Cross  nursinp;  servi<'o  in  connection  with  fha 
child  health  units  and  the  establishment  of  schools  of  nursingi 
in  foreijrn  countries.  Her  powers  of  administration,  alwayai 
considerable,  had  increased  with  her  years  of  Red  Cross  ser-' 
vice;  in  fact,  a  Red  Cixjss  colonel  had  once  said:  *'Mia8  Hay 
ia  the  bigpest  man  in  the  Balkans.'*  Her  detailed  kiiowlodg^] 
of  local  c(»nditions  often  seemed  truly  amazing  to  those  witk 
whom  she  worked,  but  the  reasons  for  tliia  were  simple:  Sha 
had  assisted  her  nurses  in  dispensaries  and  hospitals  in  iso* 
latod  Balkan  villages,  she  had  gone  with  them  into  dark  and' 
|X)verty-strieken  homes,  she  had  struggled  alike  with  arrogant^ 
Commissioner  and  insubordinate  nurse,  with  avaricious  native 
politicians  and  easy-going  public  officials,  and  she  actually^] 
knew  wdicther  the  initiation  of  a  perunuient  welfare  prograi 
would  not  Ik?  practicable.  Thus  she  was  able  to  render,  ia 
her  new  office,  service  of  a  broad  and  high  order. 

Of  the  six  American  nurses  who  received  the  Florence  Night' 
ingale  Medal  of  the  International  Red  Cross,  four  of  tJKtn  hiul 
had  service  at  some  time  during  the  European  War  iu  the 
Balkan  States.  At  a  meeting  hidd  December  10,  IDIH,  the 
National  Committee  had  passed  a  motion  that  the  chairmnn 
appoint  a  sub-connuittee  to  consider  caadidates  for  this  medal 
and  submit  its  rcci:>mmendations  (o  the  National  Committrcw 
This  sub-committee  nominated  Helen  Scott  Hay,  Martha  Uu»- 
Bell,  Fhtrence  Johnwjn,  Alnui  Ftx^rster  and  Linda  K-  Meirsi 
and  renominated  Mary  E.  Gladwin,  whose  name  had  U'<m  pre- 
viously brought  forward  by  the  National  Committee-  I>r. 
Farrand  forwarded  these  nominations  on  ilnrcii  20.  1020,  to 
the  International  Committee  at  Geneva  and  the  medals  werQ> 
subsequently  conferred  on  tliesc  nurses. 


The  laat  months  of  1010  saw  the  close  of  the  American  Red 
Cross  emergency  reli<'f  program  in  the  Balkan  State«,  Paleffdoa- 
anrl  Silieria.  Conditions  in  the  Balkan  States  had  reaebi<d  tlM 
stage  favorable  to  the  initiation  of  a  cwinatruetive  IicaIUi  pfiv 
grnm.     In  Palestine  and  Syria  the  American  Commitlcu  (ur 
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Rrlipf  in  the  Xenr  Enst  asanmod  major  res[M)nsiluiity  for  tlio 
alle\'iati(jn  of  suifering;.  Political  couditioiia  in  Nortii  Russia 
had  already  made  iieceBsary  the  withdrawal  from  Archangel 
early  in  lJ»li)  of  the  American  Red  Cross  representatives.  In 
Siberia,  Bolshevik  victories  also  caused  the  withdrawal  of  al- 
lieti  forces  an<l  the  American  Red  Cross  late  in  lUllJ  and 
early  in  1U20.  The  only  comniisaions  remaining  overseas 
and  operating  on  the  old  pre-Arniistiee  policies  of  nation-wide 
general  and  medical  relief  was  that  in  Poland  and  the  close 
of  this  phase  of  service  has  already  U^on  (k^H('ril)ed.  The  JMiro- 
peau  Commission,  with  its  headquarters  at  Paris,  was  serving 
chiefly  as  the  clearing  house  throuj^Ii  which  were,  being  udniiu- 
istered  the  details  coincident  to  the  close  of  the  emergency 
relief  and  the  initiation  of  the  new  child  health  program. 

With  the  termination  of  the  emergenev  relief  program  and 
the  vnthdrawal  of  the  commisaions  per  se  from  Great  Britain, 
France,  Belgium,  Italy,  Montenegro,  Albania,  Greece,  Serbia, 
Roumauia,  Palestine,  North  Russia  and  Siberia,  the  overseas 
serWce  of  the  American  Red  Cross  ininu'diatrly  incident  to 
the  European  War  may  be  said  to  have  been  ended.  <.)n  June 
30,  1920,  only  one  hundred  and  sixteen  American  Red  Cross 
nurses  were  on  duty  overseaa. 

In  the  8ixt(»en  montlis  wliich  had  passed  after  the  resigna- 
tion of  the  War  Council  on  l*Yd)ruary  2rt,  1011),  an  appre(nahle 
C4>ntraction  in  American  Red  Cross  war  organization  had  taken 
place.  On  February  28,  lOll),  the  numl>cr  of  persons  in  Red 
Cross  employ  in  the  United  States  an<l  overs<'as  totalled  14,- 
625,  1921  of  whom  were  volunteers  (unpaid  workerw^).  On 
June  30,  1920,  the  number  of  persons  totalled  5517,  of  whom 
thirty  were  volunteers.  The  American  Red  Cross  administra- 
tive, clerical  and  tiehl  statT  had  thus  been  hmIucc^I  by  the  resig- 
nations of  0108  individuals,  isiu  of  whom  had  Ix^en  volunteers. 
As  to  the  Chapter  and  memhcrship  strength  of  the  society,  on 
February  28,  191!*,  the  American  Red  Cross  had  had  ij,724: 
active  Chapters  and  an  adult  membership  of  20.000,000  per- 
sons; on  June  'tO,  IHI!',  tlie  society  had  :?,i»72  active  Cliapters 
and  an  adult  membership  of  8,988,140  persons.  Tiu^  din-rease 
shown  by  thest!  figures  was  of  52  Chapters  and  11,011,800 
a<lult  members. 

In  this  figui*e  which  gives  the  loss  of  eleven  million  niend>ers, 
there  was  a  patent  reason  for  the  termination  of  tlu*  foreign 
relief  program.     In  the  minds  of  the  American  public,  the  war 
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was  over  and  the  need  for  American  Red  Cross  activity  ac- 
cordingly ended.  To  the  average  American,  the  Red  Cross  was 
primarily  a  war  organization,  so  defined  by  the  main  clauses 
of  its  Congressional  Charter,  so  understood  by  the  man  on  the 
street.  Some  eight  millions  in  l^lt)  had  caught  the  idea  of 
the  iHt*d  for  continued  supiwrt  of  au  Auiericau  Red  CroBs  for- 
eign aud  domestic  profq-am,  hut  eleven  millions  had  not, 

irnquesticming  and  universal  public  support  from  the  Ameri- 
can pei>ple  is  perhaps  the  most  powerful  genie  in  the  world  aud 
with  it  the  American  Red  Cross  had,  indeed,  accompliahed 
wonders.  The  society  in  some  respects  may  be  compared  to  the 
lamp  of  Akiddin.  Near  the  close  of  the  nineteenth  century, 
Clara  Hartou  had  found  the  lamp  in  Switzerland  and  had 
brought  it  to  the  United  States.  From  19ur>  to  li»14»  it  had 
been  held  tenderly  in  the  hands  of  Miss  Boardman  and  a  feu- 
influential  friends  and  had  then  possessed  but  comparatively 
meager  tiuancial  resources  with  which  to  perform  its  services, 
chiefly  in  domestic  disaster  relief-  Then  the  European  War 
had  hurst  upon  a  startled  civilization  and  Miss  Boanlnuiii  had 
prevailed  \iptm  the  still  comparatively  feeble  genii  of  the  lamp 
to  organize  and  finance  the  Mercy  Ship  Expedition,  A  brief 
period  of  comparative  rest  followed.  In  1917,  however,  Uie 
national  emergency  brouglit  about  a  changed  aspect  of  the 
American  Red  Cross  and  it  became  an  organization  dos<Tving 
the  unqualified  and  uiiiversal  8upj)ort  of  the  American  public 
President  Wilson  appointinl  tlie  War  Council.  Mr,  ]>avi80D  «9 
chairman  vigorously  ruhlx'd  the  lamp  aud  lo,  the  American  pub- 
lic respmdcd  in  twenty  montha  with  a  total  contribution  of  four 
hundrc^l  million  dollars.  The  society  was  reorganized  on  the 
Imsis  of  a  Rockefeller  corporation  and  expended  in  foreign 
and  domestic  relief  two  hundre<l  and  st^venty-three  of  th<»«e 
millions.  Then  in  turn  the  emergency  aubtsided,  the  ficJclc 
genie  of  American  public  support  turned  its  ntteutiou  to  other 
matters  and  the  lamp  was  hande<l  back  to  the  Executive  Cotn- 
mittee,  still  ptiHSCssed  of  many  lesser  genii  who  could  be  oom- 
man<led  to  do  useful  things,  to  Ik'  stire,  but  with  the  all-|>ow(Tful 
genie  of  universal,   unquestioning  public  bv-  ine   until 

amither  national   emergency   would  ngaiu  it\:  idly  com' 

mand  ita  service* 


CHAPTER  XIII 

PABTICIPATION   IN   INTERNATIONAL    NUESING    EDUCATION 

Transition — League  of  Bed  Cross  Societies — Schools  of  Nurs- 
ing— Miss  Noyes'  Trip  Overseas — Child  Health  Centers — 
Nursing  Activities  in  Insular  and  Foreign  Possessions  of 
the  United  States 

FOLLOWING  the  Annistice  the  general  impression  that 
the  American  Eed  Cross  had  fuliilled  its  mission  in 
Europe  seemed  to  have  prevailed.  The  commissions 
which  had  been  established  in  practically  all  the  countries  of 
the  Allies  were  gradually  withdrawn  until  early  in  1920,  with 
the  exception  of  the  Commission  for  Poland,  there  were  none 
left. 

These  commissions  had  been  largely  occupied  with  questions 
of  general  relief  and  medical  nursing  care  of  both  the  civilian 
and  military  sick.  General  relief  activities  predominated  and 
included  the  distribution  of  supplies  of  all  kinds, — clothing, 
food,  hospital  furnishings,  linen,  surgical  instruments,  drugs, 
etc. ;  also  raw  materials  of  all  kinds,  sewing  machines,  sewing 
materials — needles,  thread,  thimbles,  buttons,  tape — in  order 
that  employment  might  be  given  to  the  women  of  the  country. 
Hospitals  and  dispensaries  were  opened,  child  welfare  work 
established,  also  visiting  nursing;  mother  clubs  were  started 
and  Red  Cross  classes  in  Home  Hygiene  and  Care  of  the  Sick 
were  conducted  quite  widely. 

Into  all  this  work  the  Red  Cross  nurse  was  introduced.  With 
the  uncertainty  attendant  upon  the  development  of  a  clear-cut 
program,  nurses  frequently  found  themselves  assigned  to  work 
in  which  their  professional  training  seemed  partially  wasted, 
such  as  supervising  workrooms  and  soup  kitchens,  the  distribu- 
tion of  supplies  and  the  housekeeping  in  personnel  houses.  Not 
infrequently  did  the  nurse  do  her  day's  work  in  a  nursery  or 
clinic  and  at  the  same  time,  cook  three  meals  a  day  for  the  entire 
personnel,  attend  to  all  the  buying  and  look  after  the  cleanliness 
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of  the  bouse,  for  unless  the  doctors,  nursos  and  other  personnel 
Lad  comfortable  living  quarters,  with  wfll-<?*)oki'd  fwul,  ihcy 
ran  serious  dangers  from  infection;  and  native  cooka  unless 
trained  by  some  one  were  ignorant  of  the  American  method  of 
preparing  and  cooking  fiK)d.  When  members  of  tiie  p<;'rs<iunel 
fell  ill,  the  nurse  assumed,  in  addition  to  her  regular  duties^ 
their  nursing  care.  Instances  of  hours  of  night  work,  added 
to  an  already  overcrowded  day,  were  so  common  as  to  excite 
no  comment.  Good  8p(»rt8  as  they  were,  the  nurses  assumed 
these  extra  responsibilities  without  faulttinding  and  with  a 
cheerfulneaa  truly  commendable.  It  was  part  of  the  service, 
thoy  were  the  ones  prepared  and,  bt^cauae  of  their  special 
preparation,  they  accepted  the  responsibilities  without  question 
or  complaint. 

That  advantage  was  taken  of  them  gix^s  without  saying. 
Instances  where  guests  in  large  numbers  were  bnuight  in  with- 
out warning  by  the  members  of  the  unit  wore,  alas,  ouly  too 
frequent.  Under  these  circumstances,  the  nurses  did  not  shine 
as  social  lights  at  such  simple  festivities  as  occurred  in  the 
evening.  They  were,  moreover,  painfully  con8<»iou8  of  the  fact 
that  they  suffered  in  this  respect,  by  comparison  with  the  other 
women  members  of  the  unit,  social  and  clerical  workers  and 
teachers.  In  spite  of  their  phihtsophy  as  a  group,  there  were 
some  heartbreaks  on  this  account  and  individuals  here  and 
there  found  it  difficult  to  maintain  their  <.H)uanimity  and  poise. 

Following  the  withdrawal  of  the  commissions,  a  stream  of 
workers,  nurses,  doctors  ami  others  p)urcd  back  from  Europe 
to  America,  leaving  here  and  there  a  worker  or  two,  to  supervise 
specific  pieces  of  work,  to  g»iard  warehouses  filled  with  Red 
Cross  supplies,  including  those  tunied  over  by  tlie  Medical 
Department  of  the  Army,  and  to  develop  Junior  Red  Crow 
activities. 

Red  Cross  officials  at  headquarters  both  in  Pnriii  and  in 
Wa8hingt<m  were  deeply  c<iufl<!iouH  of  the  fact  that  the  wnr^tom 
eountriea  of  central  and  eastern  Eunjpe  were  still  in  dire  net^l. 
They  were  practically  without  the  necessities  essmjtial  lo  iUl 
port  and  maintain  life.  Medical  and  ntirsing  assistance 
needed  fnlly  as  mucb,  if  not  more,  during  tlie  reeon«tructi« 
peri<»d  than  during  the  period  of  active  hostilities.  The  db* 
couragement  of  the  people  facing  this  situation  almost  witbotit 
supplies  of  every  kind  and  with  so  depreciated  a  cnrrcDcy 
that  it  was  practically  impossible  to  go  outside  of  Europe  to 
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buy  them,  was  quite  understood  by  the  Anipricnn  Red  Cross. 
This  rendition  was  greatly  coraplieatcd  by  the  overwhelming 
problem  of  the  refugees;  each  country  had  its  own  and  the 
enormous  numbers  from  Kussia  increased  their  difficulties. 
Further  than  that,  the  problem  of  war  orphans  in  large  num- 
bers in  each  country  seemed  almost  unanswerable. 

With  full  and  intimate  understanding  of  the  situation,  execu- 
tives at  National  Headquarters  were,  nevertheless,  obliged  to 
listen  to  questions  raised  by  meml>ers  of  the  American  Red 
Cross  throughout  the  country,  who  had  been  working  at  con- 
siderable tension  even  before  the  United  States  became  one  of 
the  combatant  nations  and  at  high  speed  from  then  on.  "The 
war  is  over,"  they  said,  "so  why  should  wc  continue?  We 
want  to  go  back  to  our  ovm  affairs."  Although  there  were 
still  large  quantities  of  supplies  in  European  warehouses  of  the 
American  Red  Cross  unil  niont^y  U'ft  fr*)m  the  war  biidget  for 
European  work,  a  strong  feeling  existed  on  the  part  of  many 
individuals  in  tlic  United  States,  even  though  they  were  sympa- 
thetic, tliat  the  countries  of  Europe  should  assume  the  question 
of  rehabilitation  for  tliemsclves. 

To  Red  Cross  officials,  the  question  was  a  perplexing  one. 
An  operation  of  such  proportions  as  that  being  conducted  by  the 
Americau  Red  Cross  in  Europe  could  not  be  stopped  imme- 
diately. The  warehouses  which  were  filled  with  Red  Cross 
supplies  in  various  parts  of  Europe  and  to  which  the  War 
Department  in  1910  turned  over  large  consignments  of  supplies 
and  dietary  foodstuffs  as  authorized  by  Congress,*  had  to  be 
guarded  and  plans  developed  fur  a  systematic  and  efficient 
method  of  distribution,  while  particular  activities  such  as  the 
Junior  Rod  Cross  work,  child  welfare  activities  iu  Greece,  and 
the  varied  phases  of  service  in  Poland  could  not  be  immediately 
discontinued  without  destructive  results  to  the  countries  con- 
cerned. However,  tlie  executives  at  National  Ileadquurters 
knew  that  tlicy  must  take  cognizance  of  the  trend  of  American 
public  opinion.  Governed  largely  by  the  factor  of  the  sup- 
plies in  European  Avarehouscs,  they  finally  decided  on  a  re- 
stricted and  clearly  defined  program  of  a  constructive  character. 
The  nursing  service  of  this  program  embraced  four  distinct 
phases:  Indirect  stimulus  to  the  nursing  service  of  the  League 
of  Red  Cross  Societies;  schools  of  nursing;  nursing  service  in 

>  Bulletin  No.  23,  War  Depfirlment,  July  19,  1919.  Army  Appropriation, 
Act  of  Congreoo. 
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connection  witL  child  health  centers;   and  nursing  activities 
in  the  insular  and  foreign  possessions  of  the  United  Stat(.<& 

Sentiment  at  National  Headquarters-  after  the  Armistice 
was  pointing  toward  the  participation  by  the  American  Rod 
Cross  in  a  broad  and  general  program  in  which  all  the  Red 
Cross  societies  of  the  world  might  become  participants.  On 
December  3,  1918,  President  Wilson  wrote  as  follows  to  Mr, 
Davison : 


Pursuant  to  our  conference  of  yesterday,  I  am  writing  to 
ask  you  if  you  will  not  be  kind  enough  to  make  arrangement*, 
if  potisible,  to  come  to  France  at  an  early  date  for  the  purpose 
of  conferring  with  me  ami  others  tiiere  as  to  the  international 
relations  and  cooperations  of  the  Hed  Cross.  I  ;?incerely  liopi- 
that  you  will  give  the  most  serious  consideration  to  this  and 
that  you  will  arrange  to  come,  if  it  ib  at  all  possible. 

When  Mr.  Davison  arrived  in  France  in  December,  1018,  ho 
endeavored  to  develop  a  league  which  included  in  its  nieml)ei'- 
ship  the  Red  Cross  8ocietif»«  of  the  world  and  had  as  its  aim  the 
betterment  of  humanity.  He  was  appointed  by  the  American 
Red  Cross  as  chairman  of  an  American  Red  Cross  Int^niational 
Commission  and  resigned  on  March  1,  1010,  as  chairman  of 
the  War  Council.  A  large  sum  of  money  was  appropriated  by 
the  American  Red  Cross  for  this  International  Commission. 
Mr.  Davison  endeavonnl  to  get  the  Peace  Conference  at  Ver 
sallies  definitely  to  endorse  the  plan  for  a  Le^igne  of  Red  Vrcm 
Societic»8.  They  declined  to  do  so,  but  with  the  asalatamv  of 
President  Wilson,  it  was  possible  to  secure  the  insertion  of 
Article  XXV  in  the  Covenant  of  tlie  L<»agne  of  Nation*.  It 
is  to  l)e  noticed  that  this  article  dm-s  not  refer  at  all  to  the 
League  of  the  Red  Cn»aa  Societies  but  to  National  Rvd  CroH 
societies  throughout  the  world: 

The  members  of  the  Leiigue  agree  to  encourage  and  prr*- 
mote  the  establishmont  and  (^operation  of  duly  autbnriBrd 
voluntary  national  Ked  fVoKs  organizationH  having  a*  pur- 
poses improvement  nf  health,  the  prevention  of  dtse&se  and 
the  mitigation  of  sulTeriug  throughunt  the  world. 

*0n  Xovpml>pr  27,  IPIS.  a  conHd«>ntiftl  |ii'r«finnl  Irtler  wm*  ii ilili  wj  Is 
Prt'Hi<lcnt  WilMon  liv  a  hi^h  nfTtcial  at  National  Ht'udquartrra  whMl  wintk 
a  propliHii-  ni>U>.  rnrnHunatcly  thr  mrtMin  of  thin  letter  fn  iinaifiifd  asd 
f-arlouH  mm  thrn  in  bi>ch  Authority  al  Xationnl  lleailiiiiartvra  hsvt 
(Uaclaimcd  aiittiorahip  o?  IL    Hence  it  ia  not  quoUnl 
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Shortly  after  Mr.  Davison's  flppoiDtment  representatives  for 
the  Red  Cross  societies  of  Great  Britain,  France,  Italy,  Japan, 
and  the  United  States  formed  a  committee,  which  established 
headquarters  at  Cannes  for  the  purpose  of  studying^  the  situa- 
tion. The  committee  finally  decided  to  call  for  conference, 
experts  in  health,  medicine,  cct^nomira,  and  nursing  from  all 
parts  of  the  world,  in  order  to  prepare  an  extended  program 
of  Red  Cross  activities,  in  the  interest  of  hnnnmity,  to  be  pre- 
flcnted  at  a  nieetinjr  of  the  International  lied  Cross  Committee 
at  Geneva  to  he  held  thirty  di)\i^  after  Peace  was  declared. 

This  conference  finally  t(K>k  place  from  April  1-11,  1010  at 
Cannes,  Miss  Delano  had  faHeii  ill  some  weeks  before  this,  but 
it  was  expected  that  she  would  make  an  early  recovery  and  be 
able  to  represent  the  American  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service 
when  the  meeting  was  called.  In  fact  she  did  attend  one  pre- 
liminary conference  held  at  Mr.  Davison's  house  at  Cannes 
for  the  purpose  of  advising  on  nursing  questions  to  be  presented 
at  the  conference,  and  also  on  nursing  representation  from 
other  countries.  As  the  time  for  the  conference  approached, 
however,  the  possibility  of  Miss  Delano's  attendance  was  dissi- 
pated and  it  became  necessary  to  provide  for  a  suitable  substi- 
tute. The  American  Retl  Cross  had  been  requested  by  Mr, 
Duvisfm\s  tfirnmittre  to  send  Miss  LilliHu  Wnld  to  represent 
the  Federal  Cliildrnrs  Bureau,  Department  of  Labor,  U.  S.  A* 
As  Miss  Wald  had  been  a  menilx?r  of  the  National  Committee 
on  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service  since  its  early  days,  it  was  deter- 
mined that  she  should  represent  as  well  the  American  Red 
Cross  Nursing  Service. 

While  arrangements  to  this  effect  were  being  made  at  Na- 
tional lleadtiuarters,  Mr.  Davison,  appreciating  Miss  Delano's 
condition  and  not  waiting  for  advice  from  Washington,  asked 
Miss  Stimson,  tlifn  dire<'tor  of  the  Army  Nurse  Corps  in 
France  and  formerly  chief  nurst*  of  the  American  Red  Cross  in 
France,  to  attend.  Miss  Hall,  who  had  followed  Miss  Stimson 
as  chief  of  the  NurstV  Bureau  at  Paris  headquarters,  was 
present.  Miss  Fitzgerald  was  also  in  attendance,  not,  how- 
ever, as  a  nursing  delegate,  but  because  of  her  linguistic  ability 
as  an  interpreter  and  translator. 

Great  Britain  was  represented  by  Miss  A.  M.  Gill,  then 
superintendent  of  nurses,  Royal  Infirmary,  Edinburgh,  and 
president  of  the  Scottish  Matrons,  and  by  ^liss  Alicia  Lloyd- 
Still,    the   bead    Matron   of   St.    Thomas'    Hospital,    London. 
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Countofts  (If  ]iou88y  de  Sales,  of  the  Frouch  Red  Cross,  was  the 
reprcseututive  of  France.  Italy  was  represented  by  Proft 
Emilia  Malatesta  Anselini  and  the  Countesa  Nerina  Gi^Iintvi^ 
both  of  whom  were  volunteer  nurses  of  the  Italian  Red  Crosa.^ 
ilisa  Stimson  acted  as  chairman  of  the  nursing  rcprosontativea. 
The  Jteport  prepared  on  lines  suggested  by  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  Cannes  Conference  is  in  the  main  as  follows:^ 


A.  Mure  important  existing  nursing  organizations:  In 
regard  to  international  and  national  organizations,  both  ofii- 
cial  and  vohintary,  the  field  is  so  vast  and  availahle  informa- 
tion 60  inadequate  that  it  is  thought  best  that  the  preparatioai 
of  surli  a  survey  of  the  position  be  postponed,  subject  to  tlie 
consideration  of  a  Inrger  and  more  reprcnentative  gathering. 

B.  Indications  for  intematioual  Red  Cross  action:  Th< 
proposed  Central  International  Ited  Cro9s  Bureau  shouh 
include  a  Nursing  Department.  Tlie  chief  objects  of  thi 
Department  should  be: 

1.  To  act  as  an  intelligence  center,  to  collect.  analy2<^  and 
dif^tribute  information  regarding  all  matters  pertuinini 
to  niireing,  ami  to  women's  woriv  in  public  health,  sua 
an  infant  widfans  housing,  social  service,  etc, 

2.  To  undertake  propaganda  in   countries  where  traiue 
8i(k  nursing  and  public  health  work  are  not  at  pre^nt] 
fully  developed. 

3.  To  seek  out  in  these  countries  (Par.  2)  suitable  per-] 
ponnc!  for  training  both  in  sick  nursing  and  in  public 
health  work,  to  advipe  and  assist  them  to  obtain   thu^ 
necessary  training,  and  to  return  them  to  their  own 
countries  as  pioneers. 

4.  To  arranjio  for  conferences  of  representative  nurses  and 
health  worker*  from  all  countries  for  the  intereliange  of 
ideas. 

C.  Utilization  of  existing  Red  Cross  assets:  It  u  reoog^ 
nizetl  tlmt  the  \M  Cross  at  tlie  pres4>nt  time  in  in  posaeAaioo 
of  a  very  valuable  aaset  in  existing  personnel,  This  pei 
includes: 

1.  Fully  trained  professional  nurses. 

2.  In  Franre  and  Italy,  volunteer  trained  nur8«8. 
1^.   T^ntrainf»d   and    partially   trained    workers,   known   in 

America  a?*  niirses'  aid*  (under  the  Retl  Ckwb^),  and 
social  workers;  and  in  England  as  V.  A.  D.'a  (under  the 
Ked  Crosn).  Special  Military  Probationers,  and  bttAtUl, 
visitors;  and  in  France  and  Italy,  auxiliary 

D.  Permanent  Hed  Cross  nursing  organizations: 
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1.  International — It  is  reconimcnJefl  that  in  connection 
with  the  proposed  Intcrnatioiiftl  Wed  Cross  Bureau  there 
be  a  Department  of  Nursing,  witli  a  resident  secretary, 
wlin  sliall  be  a  representative  of  the  nursing  professinn. 
The  probable  duties  of  such  a  secretary  are  indicated 
under  paragraj)li  B. 

National — It  is  n'i'omnicn{U*d  that  in  addition  to  their 
present  duties*  national  lied  Cross  organisations  keep 
permanent  registers  of  trained  nuraea  available  for  any 
national  or  local  emergency,  and  that  they  also  keep 
registers  of  Red  Cross  workers,  with  data  of  their  expe- 
rience, for  similar  servioe. 


The  Report  concluded  with  the  statement  that  'Ve  feel 
that  manv  of  the  subjects  under  discussion  are  very  far-reach- 
ing and  must  necessarily  affect  large  bodies  of  workers  and 
that,  therefore,  no  decisions  should  he  arrived  at  by  a  few  in- 
dividuals, but  that  these  subjects  should  be  referred  to  a  larger 
and  more  representative  body  of  professional  women  and  should 
be  considered  preferably  after  the  Committee  of  Red  Cross 
Societies  has  concluded  its  deliberations  and  outlined  the  future 
activities  of  the  International  Bureau.  .  .  .*'  The  nursing 
delegates  then  suggested  the  following  sxibjects  for  discussion: 

1.  The  utility  of  the  trained  nnree  for  public  health  work, 

2.  The  possible  shortage  of  nurses  for  this  class  of  work,  and 
how  the  shortage  can  be  made  good. 

3.  Whether  it  is  necessary  fur  all  health  workers  to  be  fully 
traine<l  nurses. 

4.  Special  courses  of  training   in   public  health  work  for 
nurses  and  others. 

6.    Scholarships  and  other  forms  of  assistance. 

To  the  Report  of  the  nursing  delegates  was  appended  the 
following  set  of  Resolutions: 

1.  Resolved.  That  the  Health  Bureau  collect^  arfalyze 
publish  and  distrihutc  information  pertaiitiui;  to  nursing  and 
women's  work  in  public  health,  e.g.,  rtdatiun  to  siu-h  suhjects 
as  tuberculosis,  child  welfare,  the  prevention  of  blindness, 
pre-natal  care,  s<>(  ial  sjervice.  etc. 

2.  Resolved.  That  propaganda  be  undertaken  as  soon  as 
practicable  in  those  countries  where  trained  sick  nursing  and 
public  health  nursing  are  not  as  yet  developed,  to  encourage 
the  establishment  of  training  schools  for  nurses. 
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3.  Resolved.  That  suitftble  personnel  for  inatmction,  both 
in  the  care  of  the  sick  and  public  health  nursing,  l>e  Bouglit 
and  trained  so  that  such  personnel  may  return  subsequently  to 
their  own  countries,  qualified  to  inaupirate  and  direct  move- 
ments for  the  et^tablishnieut  of  training  sehoola  and  for  the 
training  of  nurses. 

4.  Resolved.  That  a  system  of  scholarship  be  established 
to  make  it  possible  for  trained  nurses  to  receive  the  ne^-essary 
supplementary  education  to  qualify  them  as  public  health 
nurses  and  as  teachers. 

5.  Reaoived.  That  information  in  regard  to  the  importance 
of  public  healtli  nurses  and  the  lack  of  adequate  facilities  for 
their  training  be  widely  disseminated;  that  there  be  wide- 
spread information  so  that  the  courses  of  training  in  existing 
Schools  may  be  adjusted  to  meet  the  requirements  of  public 
health  nursing;  and  that  special  schools  may  be  established 
to  qualify  women  for  the  great  opportunity  for  service  open 
to  them  in  this  iield. 

Tt  was  significant  that  while  the  importance  of  public  healtl 
nursing  was  stressed,  the  emphasis  was  placed  on  the  establieh'S 
ment  of  schools  of  nursing. 

Out  of  the  Cannes  Conference  grew  the  League  of  Red  Cross 
Societies.  The  relation  of  the  League  to  the  International  Rod 
Cross  Committee  at  Geneva,  with  special  reference  to  duplii^n- 
tion,  was  explained  by  Mr.  Davison  at  the  first  meeting  of  the 
General  Council  of  the  League,  which  was  held  in  March,  1^20. 
The  two  fundaineutal  principles  of  the  Cimstitution  of  the 
International  Committee  wore  neutrality  and  univerftality  and 
these  principl<»a  made  it  impfjssible  fnr  the  International  Cnm- 
raittec  to  asRume  in  1010  the  program  proposed  for  the  I>?ag\ie. 

The  spring  of  1010  was  a  busy  one  for  the  newborn  League. 

Its  first  venture  in  the  nursing  field  took  phu'c  in  June,  1010,, 

Ten  nnrs*^a,  with  Emma  Wilson  as  head  nurse,  were  released 

from  service  under  the  Nnrsea'  Bureau  of  the  Commission  fitr 

Europe  at  the  request  of  the  medical  director  of  the  Leagiw^ 

and  were  assigned  under  the  Bureau  of  Hygiene  and  Puidi< 

Health  of  th(»  Polish  fJovernment,  to  work  in  typhus  hospital 

in  Poland.     In  a  letter  written  June  30  to  Miss  Noyos,  ■  Miii' 

Fitzgt'nild,  then  chief  nurse  of  the  American  Red  Ctom  in 

Eunvpe.  descrilKHl  the  plan: 

■DiBlikinjf  \hv  un?  i»f  tho  |>or*on«l  prorniin  /  and  ffndinx  the  tenn  •'K*- 
tionfti  Director  of  thp  Rrd  rroB«  Nursiiij:  S**rvicf"  nwkward  becatia*  of  Hm 
Irnirth.  the  writer  of  this  chapter  liu  dectUed  tv  uac  the  pbrMMlogar  **Mkm 
Noyes." 
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The  nursf**  8Rlarie»  are  to  lie  paid  by  the  League  and 
transportation  from  I'aris  to  PoIsikI  and  hark  again  will  be 
tlie  responsibility  of  the  Poli&h  Governnient.  The  length  of 
contract  is  for  four  months  and  thi'  j)laii  of  work  involves  the 
assignment  of  one  American  He*!  Ongs  nurse  and  an  English- 
s])eaking  Polish  aide  to  a  Polish  liospitnl,  whrrt!  our  nurse 
will  act  as  chief  and  will  train  native  nurse?  U)  do  the  work 
there.  Of  the  eleven  nurses  who  are  going,  eight  of  them  have 
already  seen  serviee  with  foreign  comnuHsious  and  two  others 
in  the  Service  de  Sante, 

The  ten  nurses  were  assigned  to  varioua  Pidish  typhus  hos- 
pitals and  did  the  best  they  eould  for  the  four  months'  term  of 
their  contract.  Late  in  November,  1919,  they  returnt*d  to 
Paris  headquarters,  and  of  the  work  accomplished  by  them, 
Miss  Fitzgerald  wrote  in  !ior  report  of  u  tour  made  by  her  in 
Poland,  October,  1919: 

The  Palish  hospital  which  I  visited  showed  the  effect  of  the 
good  work  done  here  by  two  of  our  American  Hed  Cross 
nurses  assigned  to  the  Polish  Government.  Neither  of  them 
spoke  Polish  and  no  interpreter  had  been  secured  for  them, 
but  they  liad  been  able  to  dean  up  the  hospital ;  to  obtain 
equipment  for  it  from  Colonel  OilchriM :  to  train  native 
women  and  put  them  in  a  neat  uniform;  and.  above  all,  to 
secure  the  full  confidence  and  cooperation  of  the  Polish  doctor 
in  i-luirxe.  The  ^^aine  can  be  said  of  all  the  units  where  these 
nurses  have  been  placed.  .  .  . 

The  Polish  Government  cited  the  nursea*  work  a8  "devoted 
and  fruitful," 

The  Lea^ie  had  not  yet  appointed,  as  recommended  in  the 
nursing  resolution  adopted  at  the  Cannes  Conference,  a  director 
of  nursing.  Much  concern  because  of  this  delay  was  felt  by 
lH>th  Miss  Xoyes  and  Miss  Fitzgerald,  as  will  be  seen  by  read- 
ing the  correspondence  that  passed  l)etwt^n  them  at  this  time. 
A  letter  of  July  22  from  Miss  Fitzgerald  emphasized  this 
point: 

I  assure  )''ou  that  I  have  not  been  idle  about  trying  to  have 
a  nursing  representative  attached  to  the  l*onariip  of  Hed  Cross 
Societies.  I  think  that  the  Commission  for  Kurope  as  a  l>ody 
is  keenly  anxious  to  have  this  done  and  the  departure  of  tl»e 
unit  for  Poland  was  used  as  a  special  ar>:ument  hi  favor  of 
having  this  new  development  announc*ed  by  the  League.     A 
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nursing  unit,  such  as  the  one  to  Poland,  which  does  not 
actually  come  under  our  jurisdiction,  must  uecesssariiy  be  cart 
quite  adrift,  unless  the  I^eague  of  Red  Cross  Societies  assumes 
the  respongibility  uf  supervising  this  unit  and  other  imit« 
which  we  nmy  have  in  the  lield. 

This  croew'd  n  letter  from  Miss  Noyes  which  indicated  that  ahe 
t(»o  was  anxions*and  was  even  then  preparing  a  comniunicjition 
to  the  League  upon  this  question.  Because  of  this  lack  of 
proper  preliminary  investigation  and  centralized  direction,  the 
unit  sent  to  Poland  was  not  able  to  render  service  of  as  far- 
reaching  a  typo  as  had  lx»en  hoped.  The  nN'aLl  of  the  unit 
end^^d  further  joint  enterprises  of  this  nature  in  Poland. 

In  the  appointment  of  a  Director  of  Kursing  of  the  League, 
tiie  National  Committw  on  American  Red  Cross  Nursing  Serv- 
ice took  an  indirect  part.  As  the  plans  for  an  exteusive  nursing 
program  w(*rc  developed  hy  the  League,  Miss  Noyes  became 
anxious  lest  a  pers^ui  of  inade(|uate  preparation  be  selected  as 
director.  This,  she  felt,  woiild  not  only  create  very  definite 
difficulties,  should  the  American  Red  Cross  withdraw,  which 
then  seemed  possible,  leaving  certain  undertakings  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Ix'ague,  but  would  tend  to  break  down  the 
standards  already  established.  As  the  American  Red  Crow 
had  standardized  its  Nursing  Service  and  had  supplied  approxi- 
mately 20,000  graduates  for  actual  service  during  the  war,  it 
seemed  quite  proper  that  it  should  take  the  initiative  in  adviii- 
ing  the  Ivcague  upon  as  important  a  matter  as  die  selection  of 
a  Director  of  Nursing  of  the  Ix-ague. 

A  meeting  of  the  Advistjry  Committee  of  tlic  National 
Committee  was  called  and  a  special  letter  was  prepared  and 
sent  through  the  ehairniun,  Dr.  Farraud,  otTering  the  facilitie« 
of  the  National  Committr^e  to  the  lA*ague.  This  letter  was  sent 
by  him,  with  a  letter  of  transmittal,  to  Mr.  Davison,  Uie  choir 
man  of  the  League.  The  oiler  was  (|uickly  accepted  and  a  cable 
soon  followed  from  the  I^nigue  aaking  the  National  (Vimmitm 
to  submit  uamee  of  nurses  suitable  for  appointment  aa  Nursing 
Director.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  practically  every  oiw 
of  the  National  (.\unnilttee  gave  in  rtH>uiuniendation  the  name 
of  Miss  Fitzgerald,  Thus,  Miss  Fitzgerald's  name  in  recom* 
mendation  was  transmittt^^d  to  the  League  by  cable.  In  a  letter 
of  OctolHT  27,  1919,  Dr.  Richard  P.  Strong,  then  mcdioal 
director  of  the  League,  expressed  his  apj^i-  of  tl»e  aer 

vice  of  the  National  C<»uimittee.     It  ia  of  >  ro  notf  how 
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far  the  influence  of  the  National  Committee  bad  been  ex- 
tended fiint-e  its  (creation  in  1901)  and  the  appointment  of  a 
Dirwtor  of  Nursing  of  tho  league  of  Red  Cross  Societies  ten 
years  later. 

On  Novembrr  17,  1910,  Miss  Fitzgerald  resi^icd  as  chief 
nurse  of  the  American  Red  Cross  Commission  for  Europe  to 
become  Director  of  the  Division  of  Nursing  of  the  I^eague,  Of 
the  earl}'  organization  of  the  League,  Miss  Fitzgerald  wrote; 


...  In  thp  Buramer  of  1919,  the  Leafcue  of  Red  Cross 
Societies  had  ofticially  establi.«heil  it.self  iu  an  historical  old 
house  in  (leneva.  Switzerland,  under  the  protective  wiiij^  of 
the  Culhedral.  By  this  time.  Sir  David  IteMdcrsftii  had  lieea 
appointed  an  Dirertur  General  and  Dr.  Richard  Strong  as 
Uciicral  iMedieal  Director.  'I'hc  disrereiit  sections  of  the  Medi- 
cal Dciuirtmcnt  vvory  the  divisions  of  Tuberculosis,  ^fedical 
InfornmtioTi.  Lihrnry  of  I'utilic  Health,  Sanitary  Kn^ineering 
arnl  Xitrnin^,  Child  Welfare,  Vital  Statistics  and  Jialaria. 

On  November  17,  I  rej)orted  for  tiervice  with  the  Jjeaffue 
and  1  (iciuht  if  any  one  ever  accepted  a  position  with  so  nliprht 
a  knowIed|;e  of  what  it  tiitailed,  with  leaser  opportunities  for 
following  any  eHtalilitihed  precedents  and  with  less  data  on 
which  to  bnild  a  program.  Most  of  us  felt  very  new  and 
unequal  to  the  task  Avhich  had  been  set  before  us  by  the 
RcHolntions  passed  by  tlic  Cannes  Conference,  but  we  made  up 
iu  cnthvisiat^rn,  espial  de  corps  and  loyalty  to  our  itleals  our 
lack  of  experience  in  international  service  and  the  absence  of 
ail)'  helpful  ^uirlancc  or  precedent. 

In  planning  for  the  work  of  the  Division  of  Nursing,  my 
first  step  was  to  try  and  secure  as  much  information  on 
nursing  as  I  couhl  gather  from  the  diltereut  countries.  One 
dominant  fact  impressed  itself  on  my  mind  through  those 
months  of  preliminary  work  in  anticipation  of  our  first  assem- 
bly was  the  ditticultv  of  understanding  anil  lieing  understood, 
intcniationally  speaking.  Words  were  used  by  many  nations 
with  entirely  dilferent  meaning  in  each  case,  comparative 
studies  of  reports  were  therefore  of  no  value  and  1  felt  that  I 
was  not  getting  on  the  right  road  to  ''internationalize  nurs- 
ing" according  to  the  needs  and  resources  of  diilerent  coun- 
tries. I  therefore  prepared  a  report  for  the  Assembly  which 
embodied  the  program  of  my  department  along  genera!  lines 
and  otTering  the  choice  of  several  methods  in  carrj'ing  out  my 
idea  of  offering  a  training  in  nursing  and  preparing  qualified 
young  women  in  the  countries  where  such  training  was  not 
already  available. 
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Early  in  March,  1920,  the  League  held  at  Geneva  its  first 
General  Assembly,  and  representatives  of  twenty-seven  national 
Red  Cross  societies  were  present.  At  a  meeting  of  the  medical 
section,  Miss  Fitzgerald's  Report  on  Nursing  was  read  aud 
the  following  resolution  was  voted: 

Kesolved :  That  the  League  of  Red  Cross  Societies  urge  the 
egtabllHhment  in  Kurope  of  one  or  more  model  training  t^(:-hoold 
for  public  health  nurses,  but  that  until  this  can  be  realized 
there  be  founded  under  the  supervision  of  the  T«eague  nursing 
scholarships  for  the  national  Red  Cross  Societies  of  those 
countries  where  no  such  facilities  exist,  in  a  city  chosen  as 
being  most  appropriate. 

Of  the  development  of  this  scholarship  project,  Miss  Fit«- 
p?rald  wTote: 

...  I  went  to  London  and  arranged  for  a  course  in  prac- 
tical and  theoretical  public  health  nursing  which  was  given 
at  King*s  College  for  Women  with  affiliations  with  the  dif- 
ferent child  welfare  centers,  tuberculonis  diHpeii»fcrieit, 
school  nursing  and  other  associations  for  rural  nursing, 
district  nursing,  eio.  The  I^eague  of  Red  Crosa  Si)cietie« 
offered  ten  scholarships  ajid  asked  National  Red  Cross  soci- 
eties) to  offer  otherH  to  enable  nurfies  to  go  to  lA}ndon  and 
study  puldic  health  nurt^ing  as  a  post-graduate  course. 
Twenty  nurses  representing  the  following  eighteen  countries 
answered  the  first  call:  The  United  States  of  America  (two 
nurses),  C^nnada,  Venezuela.  Peru,  England.  France.  Italy, 
Portugal,  Belgium,  Denmark,  Sweden,  Switzerland.  Poland, 
Czecho-SIovakia,  Serbia,  Roumania,  Greece,  Russia.  These 
nurses  were  most  carefully  wlected  by  the  tlifferent  Red  Cixiea 
Bocieties  according  to  directions  issued  from  Ucncva: 
Age:  Twenty-three  to  forty  years  of  age. 
Education :    Evidence  muni  be  produced  showing  continaous 

education  up  to  the  age  of  eighteen  years. 
Training:    The  student  must  possess  a  diploma  or  certificate 

as  regulated   by  the  highest  nursing  (Standards  of  the 

country  which  .«he  represents. 
Health :    A  medical  certificate  of  general  good  health  must  be 

produced. 
Reference:     Should  be  given  in  evident^  of  good  character 

and  eflicit-ncv.     In  stdecting  )*tudent8  particular  atUntion 

must  he  paid  to  the  necessity  for  unusual  intcUigrncr  to 

enable  them  to  profit  by  a  course  which  is  neocMarilj 

intensive. 
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Language:  The  students  raupt  be  Fiifficiently  familiar  with 
the  English  lan;jiiage  to  follow  let-tures  and  take  notes. 

Form  of  Application:  Must  be  filled  in  an<i  returned  to  tlie 
Director  of  tlie  Department  of  Nursing  of  the  League  of 
Red  Cross  Societies. 

It  was  felt  that  this  method  of  training  in  public  health 
was,  for  the  pretfent  at  least,  our  best  way  for  keeping  to 
standardized  nursiujir  in  its  braiu-hen  tiud  the  course  in  Lon- 
don is  beini^  repeated  with  thirteen  nurses  present  from  the 
following  countries:  England,  Tanada,  Mexico,  Japan,  New 
Zealand,  Austria,  ITungary,  Bulgaria,  Latvia,  Lithuania,  Ice- 
land an4l  C;?echo-Slovakia.  This  course,  like  the  first  one,  is 
under  the  direction  of  Miss  F.  IL  Waters. 


The  general  program  of  the  Department  of  Nursing  of  the 

League  included  as  one  of  the  duties  of  its  director  careful 
"follow-up"  supervision  of  nursing  activities  developed  by  na- 
tional branches  of  the  League.  Miss  Fitzgerald  also  supervised 
some  child  welfare  activities  which  had  Ik'cu  developed  and 
financed  by  local  agencies  in  Kouinania  and  (^zecho-SIovakia 
but  the  lucdii^al  direction  of  which  had  been  placed  under  the 
Medical  Dejiurtinent  of  the  league.  Of  the  development  of 
sehotils  of  nursing,  Miaa  Fitzgt»rald  wrote: 

A  training  Kchool  for  nurses  in  Belgrade^  Serbia,  was 
organized  under  a  special  committee  comprised  of  representa- 
tives of  the  Serbian  Hed  Cross,  the  Serbian  Child  Welfare 
Committee  of  America,  the  Serbian  Minister  ot  War,  Minister 
of  Health,  military  hospital  and  civil  hospital.  1  was  privi- 
leged in  meeting  several  times  with  this  committee  and  I 
assigned  Miss  Knid  Xewton,  a  British  trained  uurse  of  ex- 
tended experience,  to  be  director  of  the  new  school  in  answer 
to  the  request  that  the  league  of  Red  Cross  Societies  take  an 
active  part  in  its  administration. 

The  development  of  this  international  advisory  nursing  ser- 
vice was  fraught  with  many  difficulties  and  considerable  dis- 
couragement    Miss  Fitzgerald  wrote: 

.  .  .  Perhaps  the  greatest  obstacle  to  quick  action  and 
rapid  results  will  cuutiuue  to  be  the  distances  which  separate 
our  headquarters  from  many  of  our  member  societies.     Let- 
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tcrs  travel  slowly,  wires  are  expensive  aud  unsatisfactory,  ami 

persoiml  visits  prohibitive  in  many  cases.* 

The  Department  of  Nursing  of  the  League  of  Red  Ctom 
Societien  finds  some  encouragement  in  ttie  fact  that  it  has 
established  a  pergonal  contact  with  nurees  from  thirty  dif- 
ferent countries,  many  of  whom  will  act  as  pioneers  in  nursing 
under  the  flag  of  their  own  Ked  Cross  society  and  with  what 
help  we  of  the  League  of  Red  Cross  Societies  can  give  them. 

The  League  of  Ked  Cross  Societies  lost  the  services  of  Miss 
FitzgtTald  in  the  autumn  of  1021.  After  an  absence  of  six 
years  from  the  United  States,  she  had  returned  for  a  mucJi- 
needed  rest,  and  also  with  the  hope  of  arousing  some  interest 
on  the  part  of  philanthropic  individuals  aud  **foundations"  in 
the  nursing  service  of  the  League.  While  she  was  in  the  eonn- 
tr>'  some  changes  in  League  policies  influenced  Miss  Fitz- 
gerald's resignation.  She  was  succeeded  by  her  assistant,  Alias 
Katherine  M,  Olmsted,  an  American  Red  Cross  nurse  wl»o  had 
shortly  Ix^fore  been  app«,^inted  to  advise  in  public  health  nursing 
matters  of  tlie  1-eaguo  program. 

At  the  second  meeting  of  tbe  General  Council,  held  in 
Geneva,  March  28-31,  1022,  the  nursing  program  of  the  League 
was  discussed.  In  this  discussion  emphasis  appn'ured  to  be  laid 
on  public  health  nursing  at  the  exjx'iisf!  of  nurse  education, 
which  is  necessary  as  a  sound  fundamental  basis  to  any  nursing 
aervicct.  This  caused  s*.»me  anxiety  to  those  who  were  inter* 
ested  in  the  devel(»pment  of  the  nursing  program  of  the  Leagm». 
The  change  of  name  of  tJic  Hureau  from  that  of  "Department 
of  Nursing-"  to  ^'Department  of  Public  Health  Nursing" 
seemed  a  clear  evidence  of  misplaced  emphasis,  and  uppean*d 
to  suggest  a  drawing  away  from  the  resolution  adopted  at  the 
Cannes  (['onference. 

By  the  date  of  the  second  meeting  of  the  General  Council 
of  the  League,  the  'Vxperimental  period"  '  of  its  exi8t4*nc«  may 
be  said  to  have  been  ended.  In  the  light  of  pant  experiencr,  it 
became  pf)ssible  in  1022  to  define  '*with  relative  contidence*' • 

'Thft  fnct  that  <»ach  Rod  Cro«ii  (M>riety  was  pfrmitltsj  to  interpret  tlw 
qUAlidcations  of  the  AtuclrnU  Inl  to  lark  of  uniformity.  Thr  Canadian 
or  American  iiurw  ruimijl  tiiTfU'If  a  nicmber  of  a  claaa  wliirh  cuotaio«4 
wimicn  with  Ri-d  Cro»«  oortificAtcfi  it  ia  Inie,  but  who  could  hardlr  ba 
nyiirdod  a.»  prnduiilo  nurt*ot(.  Rii-ont  reporiA  ihow  tKat  an  effort  baa  ban 
Biudc  to  adopt  h   niiniinum  tttandard,  but  ao  far  without  aucctsaa. 

*HiHf  "Swond  Mcctinjf  of  tho  (irnfral  Council,  l^rogue  of  Kad  CroM 
SiM-irlira,"  Vol.  II,  p.   IB. 

Wbirf.,  p,  19. 
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the  type  of  service  which  the  League  CM^nld  most  effectively 
render.  This  service  was  thought  to  be  chiefly  in  an  advisory 
capacity  rather  than  in  the  development,  as  first  contemplated 
by  the  Cannes  Conference,  of  the  League  as  an  internarional 
health  organization  or  of  an  extensive  program  in  the  field  of 
medical  research.  This  change  of  policy  involved  a  snbstantial 
n»duction  in  the  entire  program  of  the  League,  and  in  this  re- 
duction the  Division  of  Nursing  shared. 

Miss  Hay  attended  the  Council  meeting  as  a  representative 
of  the  American  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service,  and  in  a  speech 
made  at  that  time  emphasized  the  necegsity  of  nurse  schools  as 
the  only  safe  basis  fur  a  gejieral  or  special  public  health  service: 

It  seems  to  me  wo  should  lose  an  unusual  opportunity,  even 
neglect  a  very  important  duty,  if  this  body  did  not  put  itself 
on  record  as  making  most  cunspiLUou,^  this  idea,  that  for  pub- 
lic health  nursing  and  for  the  best  development  of  public 
health  nursing  iu  any  country  we  must  have  the  assistance  of 
thoroughly  trained  nurses.  .  •  . 

The  nursing  delegates  had  under  consideration  the  publica- 
tion of  H  pmriphh't  which  would  set  forth  the  activities  that 
might  be  nudcrtakeu  by  the  League,  and  iliss  Hay  suggested 
that  a  statement  such  as  the  following  b<»  introduced  into  it: 

In  the  more  essential  nursing  activities  which  the  League 
can  conduct,  it  is  reromniendprl  that  the  League  shall  under- 
take to  Ptimulatt'  the  organization  of  nursing  schoids  of  the 
highest  standards  in  countries  where  these  do  not  now  exist. 

This  reconnnendatiou  of  Miss  Hay's  was  in  line  with  the 
efforts  of  the  Anicrican  Ti(*d  Cross  to  introduce  into  European 
countries  the  Xightiugale  System  4)f  nurse  education.  An  ae- 
co\int  of  tlic  schools  of  nursing  subsidized  by  the  American 
Red  Cross  follows. 

In  Prague,  Czecho-SlovjJcia ;  in  Posen  and  Warsaw,  Po- 
land; in  Constantiuopl4',  Turkey,  and  in  Port-au-Prince,  Haiti, 
the  American  Ked  CVoss  catabliHlicd  schools  of  nursing  In 
Athens,  Greece  and  Sofia,  Bulgaria,  similar  attempts  were 
made  hut,  at  the  date  of  writing  of  this  hiatory,  were  un- 
snccesaful. 

At  the  request  of  Dr.  Alice  Masarv'k,  tlie  daughter  of  the 
president  of  the  new  republic  of  Czecho-Slovakia,  Miss  Fitz- 
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gerald  viaited  Prague  on  July  3,  1919,  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
fcrrinj;  with  Dr.  Maenryk  on  the  subject  of  a  school  of  uurBing. 
T>r.  Masarvk  placed  an  interpreter  at  Miss  Fitz^»raid'8  disposul 
and  she  visitwi  the  general,  maternity  and  ehildrcn'a  hospitals 
in  Prague.     In  the  report  of  her  trip  Miss  Fitzgerald  wrote: 

...  I  then  had  a  final  interview  with  Dr.  Masaryk.  The 
question  in  my  mind  at  the  time  was  as  to  the  advisability  t>f 
taking  over  the  present  training  school  {the  State  School 
whicli  was  finally  selected],  where  some  students  are  now 
awaiting  their  graduation,  and  reorganizing  it,  or  whether  to 
start  an  entirely  new  organization.  The  former  plan  appealed 
to  me  because  it  would  avoid  duplication  of  elTorta  and  the 
fact  that  pioneer  work  had  been  done  might  make  it  easier 
for  the  new  people  coming  in.  Dr.  Masarvk  agreetl  with  me 
in  this  ntatter  and  I  niaHe  it  very  plain  to  her  tliat  the  su<"i'es8 
of  tlie  ^irlicme  woultl  depiMul  entirely  ujK>n  two  thing* — first, 
the  fJDssibility  of  enrolling  the  projier  (lass  of  stuilents,  i.e., 
girls  nf  fair  eduration  and  of  high  moral  qnalificjitions;  and 
secondly  the  matter  of  obtaining  not  oidy  the  fnll  ci>operation 
of  the  medical  profes^^ion,  but  of  treeing  a  thorough  change  in 
their  present  point  of  view,  so  that  they  would  themselves  «cc 
the  necessity  for  a  training  school.  .  .  . 

Dr.  Musaryk  seemed  willing  to  guarantee  that  all  these 
above  conditions  would  be  complied  witli  and  seemed  to  have 
no  doubt  in  her  mind  that  this  could  be  done  at  an  early  date. 

The  plan  aa  finally  drawn  up  was  stated  as  follows  by  Miss 
Fitzgerald  in  a  letter  written  July  18,  1!)19,  to  Miss  Noyes: 

We  are  to  send  two  trained  nurses  to  Prague  for  a  period  of 
three  years  to  start  a  training  school  for  nurses  in  that  city. 
At  the  same  time  Miss  Masaryk  is  to  pick  out  two  well- 
educated,  well-qualified  and  represenlativi-  vnung  women  of 
the  t'zecho-Slovak  race,  able  to  speak  Kngliph.  to  come  to 
America  to  take  the  nurses'  training  there.  When  they  finally 
receive  their  diplomas,  they  will  then  be  ready  to  return  to 
Prague  and  carry  on  the  work,  when  we  are  ready  to  withdraw 
our  two  nurses  from  there.  The  scheme  ha*  bren  approvo4l 
by  the  Commission  for  Euroju*,  and  is  now  awaiting  final 
endorsenu'iit  from  Washingttui  to  lieiome  a  di'finite  plan.  As 
1  told  you  in  my  last  letter,  I  think  that  Mis*  Marian  ParMUS 
would  he  a  very  good  person  for  this  pie^-e  of  work,  would  uhp 
be  willing  to  niidertake  it.  One  thing  which  maken  me  ^tv 
optimistic  about  the  final  outcome  of  this  plan  is  the  fact  that 
tlie  medical  profession  in  Prague  is  of  a  very  high  standing. 
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Miss  Fitzgerald  presented  a  budget,  which  included  the 
salaries  for  three  years  of  a  head  nurse  and  one  assistant, 
with  a  maintenance  appropriation  of  twenty  francs  a  day  and 
traveling  expenses.  It  also  included  a  monthly  allowance  of 
$25  for  each  of  the  two  students  for  two  years,  with  travel- 
ing exj>en8es.  The  total  appropriation  called  for  something 
over  twenty  thousand  dollars.  It  afterwards  developed  that 
two  nurses  were  not  sullicimit  to  develop  the  school,  so  two 
additional  were  assigned^  one  to  develop  a  public  health  course 
which  formed  part  of  the  student  course,  the  other  as  supervisor 
of  the  practical  work  in  the  wards.  A  copy  of  the  communi- 
cation was  sent  to  lied  Cross  Headquarters,  Washington,  D.  C. 
The  plan  was  immediately  considered  luid  a  cable  of  approval 
was  transmitted  on  July  29,  1919,  by  Dr.  Farrand. 

As  the  Red  Cross  was  expecting  to  terminate  its  general 
relief  work  in  Europe.  Dr.  Farrand  felt  that  a  commitmt^nt 
covering  general  supervision  for  longer  than  one  year  might 
place  the  Red  Cross  in  an  awkward  position  should  it  decide 
to  close  its  Paris  office.  The  tpieation  of  some  other  organiza- 
tion acting  ns  the  liaison  between  Nntional  flcadqunrters  and 
the  school  was  discussed  and  suggested  in  the  cable.  The 
necessity  for  this  was  remote,  as  direct  communication  and 
direction  from  National  Headquarters  in  Washington  was  quite 
practicable. 

After  returning  to  this  country  for  a  brief  rest,  Miss  Par- 
sons, accompanied  by  her  assistant,  Alotta  LentelK  went  hack 
to  Europe  and  assiuned  the  reaponsihility  of  organizing  and 
directing  the  Sehoo]  of  Nursing  at  Pr^ig^iie.  Miss  Paratnia  was 
born  in  Maine  anil  was  a  graduate  of  the  SohfMil  of  Xursing  of 
the  Rostfln  City  IIoHpitiit.  After  several  years  of  executive 
experience  in  various  New  England  institutions,  she  took  a 
two  years'  course  at  Teachers  College  in  training  school  ad- 
ministration. She  joined  the  Army  Nurse  Corps  as  a  member 
of  Base  Hospital  No.  7.  She  served  abroad  with  this  imit  and 
was  released  Octobcrj  1010.  Miss  Parsons'  experience  and 
thorough  preparation  eminently  qualified  her  for  this  exceed- 
ingly difficult  and  arduous  imdertuking. 

Thus  the  first,  steps  were  taken  ]>y  the  American  Red  Cross 
toward  a  more  constructive  post-war  program  in  Europe,  one 
bound  to  be  far-reaching  in  its  results  and  influence.  Negotia- 
tions were  also  immediately  opened  with  the  Massachusetts 
General  School  of  Xursing  and  arrangements  made  with  it  to 
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receive  the  two  praduates,  Bozena  Brezinova  and  Franciska 
Rnzickova  of  the  State  School,  for  instruction  «?overing  a  period 
of  two  years,  a  credit  of  one  year  to  be  given  them  for  tJie  time 
spent  in  the  State  ScluMtl  at  PrapieJ  The  two  young  women 
arrived  in  this  couutrv  in  Aujunist,  1020.  But  their  knowledge 
of  English  was  found  inadequate  and  sj>ecial  tutoring  became 
necessary ;  thus  their  admission  to  the  school  was  delayed  tiutil 
January  1,  1M21.  Unfortunately  Miss  Brezinova  suffered  a 
nervous  breakdown  almost  immediately  and  was  sent  to  the 
McT>ean  Hospital  for  trentmeut,  where  she  remained  until  the 
autumn  of  11121,  when  she  was  returned,  unimproved,  to  her 
owii  country.  In  the  early  summer  of  1021,  Vilma  Cernu»  who 
had  graduated  that  spring  from  the  State  School,  partially 
trained  under  Miss  Parsons,  replaced  Miss  Brezinova.  She 
spent  the  summer  in  the  wards  at  the  Presbyterian  Hospital, 
New  York,  acquiring  American  methods  and  entered  Teachers' 
College  at  Columbia  University  in  the  autumn  as  a  six^etal 
student  in  administration  of  schools  of  nursing.  Here  again 
tlie  handicap  of  imperfect  Englisli  made  special  tutoring  almost 
imperative,  which  Miss  Nutting,  through  private  means,  sup- 
plied. The  summer  of  1022  was  spent  by  Miss  Cerna  in  the 
Wards  at  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  in  order  to  secure 
further  practical  experience.  She  returned  September  16  to 
Czecho-Slitvakia  to  serve  as  assistant  to  Miss  Parsons  until 
the  termination  of  the  contract.  At  the  time  of  writing  this 
chapter,  Miss  Ruzickova  had  not  yet  finished  her  course;  all 
reports  indicated  that  she  was  a  gowl  ntudcnt  !ind  intrrostcd 
in  her  work. 

Miss  Noyes  on  her  tour  of  inspection  in  the  autumn  oi  11»90 
visited  the  School  of  Nursing  nt  Prague.  The  two  most  »crion« 
defe<»ts  at  that  time  were  ina<lcquute  facilities  for  teaching 
practical  nursing  in  such  wards  of  the  hospital  as  had  agre^ 
to  admit  the  students,  and  an  insufficient  dietary  for  the  nursrs. 
In  nuiking  n)undh  through  the  hospital,  ^[iss  Noyes  wns  struck 
by  the  lack  of  proper  equipment.  The  linen  and  clothing 
supply  was  moat  inadequate,  and  in  the  tubfirculosis  wiinlt 
particularly  patients  shivered  under  but  one  blanket,  lliif 
made  it  almost  impossible  to  keep  the  windows  open  and  to 
obtain  fresh  air. 


*  Mnjor  llrrhrrt  K.  .Tohii^nn  uf  Himton,  fnrincr  Amrriran  }' 
CummUsionfr  to  Cxviho-Slovnkiii.  wns  uol  only  inlcrealrU  in  II 
but  wu  rcApuiMible  for  Um  orlgiiu 
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In  the  wards  a  corucr  was  usually  set  off  with  a  half-parti- 
tion to  nuike  a  so-railed  room  in  which  the  nurses  had 
formerly  slept;  here  at  the  time  of  Misa  Noyea'  inspection 
they  were  occnpied  hy  the  ward  maids  or  attendants.  The 
nurses'  home  was  a  fairly  good  building.  The  sleeping  rooms 
had  l>een  comfortably  furnished;  usually  there  were  two  or 
four  students  in  each  room.  The  historic  porcelain  stove  occu- 
pied a  corner  of  each.  The  scarcity  of  coal,  however,  nnide  it 
impossible  to  have  fires  except  in  the  living  room-  Miss  Par- 
sons hud  fitted  up  this  room  in  a  very  attractive  manner  and 
had  securetl  etpuilly  pleasing  class  rooms  nnd  »  library. 

The  dining  room,  hov;ever,  was  a  cheerless  place.  Connected 
with  it  was  a  good  kitchen  where  the  food  from  the  hospital, 
provided  for  the  nurses,  was  served.  As  Miss  Hay  and  Miss 
Noyes  lodged  in  the  school,  they  were  given  ample  opportunity 
to  sample  the  food.  A  day's  menu,  more  or  less  typical,  was 
about  as  follows:  A  large  piece  of  heavy,  black  bread,  without 
butter;  substitute  coffee,  without  milk,  but  with  sugar,  provided 
to  the  nurses  iK'fore  they  went  on  duty  in  the  morning.  Upon 
this  meager  diet  they  were  expected  to  work  until  noon.  For 
the  inid-diiy  dinnur  usually  thin  soup,  cabbage,  bread  without 
butter,  and  for  dessert  a  large,  heavy  bun,  made  of  compara- 
tively white  flour,  which  contained  in  the  center  some  sour 
che<\H<^  and  a  scanty  sprinkling  of  sugar.  For  supper  tea, 
bologna  sausage  o<'casiona]ly  and  bread  or  plain  boiled  potatoes, 
generously  sprinkled  with  caraway  seeds,  or  by  way  of  variety, 
sour  cheese.  If  potatoes  were  given  no  bread  was  provided. 
Twice  a  week  meat  was  served  for  dinner.  Thus  with  little  or 
no  variety  the  wearisome  routine  was  followed  day  after  day. 
The  students  and  graduate  nurses  looke<l  pale  and  anemic  and 
it  seemecl  marvelous  that  upon  so  meager  a  diet  they  were  able 
to  drag  through  a  day's  wtjrk  on  tlie  wards  where  anything  but 
hygienic  and  sanitary  conditions  prevailed. 

Two  recommendations  were  made  to  the  Paris  oflBeo: 

1.  That  an  allowance  of  18,000  franrs  be  given  to  Miss 
Parsons  tn  Riipplempiit  the  food  for  all  the  school  until  June, 
1921.  when  the  Ozecho-SIovak  Red  Cross  had  agreed  to  assume 
this  responsibility, 

2.  That  instead  of  providing  cooked  food  from  the  hos- 
pital, the  equivalent  in  money  be  given  Miss  Parsons  to  buy 
tW  food  and  liave  it  cooked  in  the  kitchen  under  her  own 
direution. 
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The  recommendation  requesting  an  appropriation  for  food 
was  granted  by  the  American  Red  Cross  and  the  second  reoom- 
mendatiou  later  became  effective.  The  result  was  that  a  moro 
gei;erous  diet,  pulatablj'  c<x>ked  and  served,  was  procured  for 
the  nurses,  with  a  corresponding  increaso  in  their  physical 
well-being. 

Another  observation  of  Miss  Noyes  was  that  only  two 
pieces  of  soap,  two  inches  square  and  filled  \\4th  irritating 
alkali,  due  to  scarcity  of  raw  material  and  cost,  was  isjitMsl  Ut 
the  wards  weekly.  This  served  all  purposes,  for  the  hamls  of 
do<*tori*  and  nurses,  for  bathing  the  patients  and  for  general 
cleaning  purposes.  Despite  these  limitwl  supplies  the  wunla, 
sunny  and  bright,  looked  exceedingly  tidy  and  clean,  with 
white  weli-scrtiblx'd  Hixira  and  polished  bits  of  brass  here  aud 
there;  and  even  though  the  linen  was  scanty,  permitting  only 
of  a  weekly  change,  the  beds  looked  fairly  eomfortablo  and 
clean. 

The  faculty  of  the  school  at  that  time  consisted  of  Uis» 
Parsons,  Miss  Lentell  and  Blanche  Kacena,  a  Bohemian- 
American  nurse,  who  had  been  pi-epared  at  Teacliera  College, 
aud  who  spoke  the  Czech  langiuige.  Miss  Kaeena  was  detailed 
to  the  supervision  of  the  instruction  in  the  hospitul.  Paoay 
Beaom^  a  public  health  nurse,  formerly  with  the  New  England 
Division  of  the  American  Red  Cross,  was  assiguM  to  develop 
a  public  health  nursing  course,  and  was  at  that  time  making 
a  survey  of  the  resources  of  the  city.  May  lionise  White  waa 
acting  as  an  assistant.  Mary  IL  Bethel  waa  instrueting  in 
Home  Hygiene  and  Care  of  the  Sick  in  connection  with  the 
C'zecli  Red  Cross. 

The  organization  of  the  sehool  consisted  of  a  Board  of  Man- 
agers of  nine  memlx'rs,  upon  which  the  Cxecho-Slovak  Rod 
Cross,  the  Ministry  (»f  Hygioiie,  the  fnculty  of  the  Univeraily 
of  Prague  and  the  military  group  were  repreaented;  the  auprr- 
intrndcot  of  the  State  IIoHpital  and  the  American  Nurve 
director  were  alw)  mcmltera. 

The  curriculum  consisted  of  a  two  years*  and  four  months* 
course  which  htid  Ikhm  arrangi^d  by  the  direeti)r,  and  the  ma- 
jority of  the  subjects,  because  of  the  language  ditficultie*,  had 
to  lie  given  by  physieiana,  meml)er8  f»f  the  rucflicnl  department 
of  the  Univoraiiy  of  Prague  or  of  the  hoiipital  staff.  Iu.«tnic- 
tion  by  the  American  R<m1  Crosa  nursea.  except  that  by  Miaa 
Kaceua,  waa  given  through  an  interpreter,  but  tlie  rraulu 
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surprisingly  pood.  Gruduall.v  Jliss  Parsons  was  able  tp  add 
to  tlio  Lnirric'ulum  a  tlunim^h  coursti  in  invalid  cookery  and 
nutrition,  a  course  in  bacteriology;  and  finally  to  give  tlie 
etudenta  tlie  advantagi^s  of  American  textUioks;  because  of 
the  lack  of  nursing  tcxtlxiokH  written  in  Cze<!li  language,  she 
intnuluccd  a  course  in  English. 

Atfiliationa  that  would  oniihic  the  students  to  obtain  added 
experience  were  gradually  developed  with  the  University 
(State)  Hospital.  Here  practical  nursing  experience  in  four 
depnrtnientf* — medicine,  surgery,  g\'ne<xilogy  nnd  dermatol- 
ogy— WiiH  given.  The  Children's  Ilospitnl,  a  private  institu- 
tion, ntFoided  training  in  pediatrics  and  field  work  in  public 
honltb  nursing  in  connection  with  the  child  health  centers  de^ 
Veloped  hy  the  American  Red  Cross,  was  arranged. 

An  iniportiint  step  in  the  history  of  iiospitals  and  the  educa- 
tion of  nurses  in  Czocho-Slovakia  cousisteil  in  the  placenncnt  of 
wards  of  tlie  Stiite  Hospital  under  the  direction  of  the  Amer- 
ican nurses  of  the  Prague  School.  Previous  to  1£>20  the  School 
of  Nursing  had  had  no  nursing  control  of  any  <lepart.ment  of 
the  State  lIos|>ital  and  many  of  the  duties  oouuuonly  assigned 
to  nurses,  such  as  taking  pulses  and  temperatures  and  giving 
hypodermics,  had  l>eeu  assumed  by  the  young  physicians,  A 
leading  internist  connected  with  the  State  Hospital,  impressed 
by  Miss  Parsons'  arguments  and  the  better  methods  and  re- 
sults, otlered  the  school  two  of  hia  wards  as  a  teaching  tield. 
As  the  type  of  nursing  which  was  done  in  these  two  wards  be- 
came known*  the  whool  was  gradually  requested  to  assume 
charge  of  the  nursing  in  surgical  and  gyuocological  wards  as 
well. 

As  to  the  students,  it  was  observed  that  they  appeared  to  be 
drawn  from  the  middle  classes.  A  tuition  of  seventy  kronen 
per  month  was  require*!  from  the  outset  from  all  student  nurses. 
The  prejudice  iigaiust  nursing  as  a  profession  for  gentlewomen 
still  prevailed  in  Czecho-Slovakia,  The  attitude  of  the  medical 
profession  in  many  instances  was  discouraging;  they  appeared 
quite  willing  to  accept  nurses  of  the  poorest  grade,  and  some 
were  inclined  to  sliow  some  antagonism  to  the  plan  of  a  modern 
school.  With  the  backing,  however,  of  President  Masaryk, 
his  progressive  daugliter,  Dr.  Alice  Masaryk,  and  the  best 
element  in  the  medical  profession,  sentiment  in  this  direction 
gradxmlly  changed  until  an  increasingly  butter  class  of  candi- 
k    dates  were  admitted. 
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The  American  Red  Cross  contract  witb  the  State  School  at 
Prague  called  for  gradual  withdrawal  of  the  American  nurses 
from  the  school.  Two  nurses  were  prepared  in  the  8cho«i|§ 
of  the  United  States  to  succeed  them.  The  fotindation  wa» 
carefully  built  and  the  school  at  Prague  bade  fair  to  comparo 
favorably  with  any  modern  school  in  America,  The  American 
nurses  were  prepared  to  pass  the  torch  to  their  Czt»ch  sistera 
who  had  been  taught  imder  their  auspices  and  to  give  them 
the  courage  as  has  been  the  case  in  the  history  of  all  such  move* 
ments,  to  "carry  on''  as  pioneers  in  a  country  where  a  system 
of  modern  nursing  was  still  a  matter  of  wonder  to  the  largo 
part  of  the  p^ipulatiou.  That  the  school  was  umintainr*d  iil  all 
WHS  an  accomplishment  of  no  raeam  proportions.  During  thn 
years  following  the  European  War.  Csecho-Slovakia  was  mak- 
ing a  mighty  effort  towards  reconstruction  and  improvement 
of  its  economic  uouditions.  Surrounded  as  it  had  bt'cn  by 
enemy  countries,  ovei^run  by  armies  which  ha<l  lived  ui>on  it, 
stripping  it  bare  of  everything,  was  it  a  cause  for  wonder  that 
its  hospitals  were  destitute  of  the  bare  necessities  ?  The 
Czeciis,  a  proud  people  with  unbroken  spirit,  were  well  aware 
of  the  situation  and  were  making  a  desperate  and  apparently 
highly  successful  effort  to  improve  conditions. 

Although  the  idea  of  introdueing  the  Nightingale  System  of 
nurse  education  in  Poland  was  conceived  at  an  early  date  fol- 
lowing the  signing  of  the  Armistice^  the  development  of  a  schod! 
was  slow.  In  her  first  communication  from  the  League  head- 
quarters under  date  of  November  20,  1918.  Miss  Fit^gerftld 
wrote  to  Jliss  Noyes:  "I  believe  that  the  American  Red  C^ros* 
Commission  for  l^)Iund  is  planning  to  sturt  a  training  school 
for  nurses.  The  country  is  not  yet  ready  for  it,  and  I  Iritnl  to 
persuade  Colonel  Chesley  [then  commissioner]  that  they  should 
not  undertake  such  a  pi<*ce  of  work  until  they  at  least  had  the 
advice  and  co<>peration  of  a  nurse  of  experience."  This  waa 
the  first  hint  that  a  schotd  for  nurses  was  occupying  the  thought' 
:of  the  Commission  for  Poland.  From  time  to  time  during  ihe^j 
winter  and  spring  of  1020,  letters  first  from  Miss  Waters,  wbo- 
f«en-ed  as  acting  Director  of  Nursing  at  the  Pans  beiKl- 
quarters  during  the  interval  succeeiling  Mlsa  FitJ'.genild'* 
resignation  and  Miss  ITay*8  ap[x)intmpnt,  then  from  Mias  Uay 
and  Miss  Benn,  ci»ntnined  references  to  such  n  project. 

During  the  sninnu'r  nf  11>20,  Dirothea  Ihighes,  a  vtudent 
nurse  in  the  Array  School  of  Nursing  at  Walter  Reed  Ho^pttjil, 
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wrote  to  the  Red  Cross  oflSce  that  through  friends  she  had  be- 
come greatly  interested  in  Poland  and  desired  to  be  of  help  to 
it;  that  ns  she  hnd  entered  a  training  school  for  patriotic  reasons 
she  won  Id  like  to  assist  with  the  organization  of  a  school  in 
Poland,  and  was  ready  to  subscribe  -^lO^UOO  a  year  through  the 
American  Hod  Cross  for  thrw  years  for  that  purpose.  Miss 
Noyes,  knowing  that  Poland  was  asking  for  assistance  in  this 
direction,  assured  Miss  Hughes  that  she  had  written  at  an 
opportune  time.  Advice  of  the  otFer  was  transmitted  to  Miss 
Hay^  and  upon  tlie  assurance  that  the  money  was  available,  she 
submitttnl  on  July  1,  1J)20,  a  careful  plan  for  a  school  in 
Warsaw,  baaed  upon  her  Hurvey  of  nursing  uctivilies  and  needs 
in  Pidand  made  in  June  to  Miijor  Hon4^ij  nf  the  Medical  Staff, 
American  K<'d  Cross  Commission  ftir  Poland.  This  plan  was 
to  he  presented  with  a  detailed  letter  of  transmittal  from  Miss 
Hay  to  Madame  de  Bisping,  then  president  of  the  Polish  Red 
Cross.  The  best  laid  plans  dependent  upcju  members  of  the 
human  race  to  execaite  often  miscarry,  as  will  be  seen  from  the 
following  extract  in  a  letter  from  Miss  Hay  to  Miss  Noyes 
dated  July  30,  11120: 

Miss  Fitzgerald  returned  this  week  from  her  trip  to  Poland 
anil  Prague,  and  liring«  l>aek  valuable  reports.  Slie  may 
write  you  direct  an  the  question  of  the  training  school  in 
Warsaw,  but  the  fact^  in  the  case  are  these:  That  Dr.  Honeij 
insteail  of  giving  Mnie,  de  Binping  my  letter  to  her  regarding 
the  school,  sent  it  v;ithnut  further  exphuirttion  or  conference, 
quite  rnntrary  to  what  he  had  said  he  would  tlo.  Miss  Fitz- 
gerald reports  that  Mme.  de  Bispinj^'  was  somewhat  conster- 
nated at  the  I>igiu»ss  of  the  plan,  and  tlie  fact  that  the  Poli-^h 
Red  Cross  was  little  prepared  to  give  any  material  ansistance 
to  such  a  plan  regardless  of  how  much  they  wanted  the  school, 

This  may  have  been  one  reason  for  the  fact  that  but  little  was 
heard  on  the  subject  of  the  Warsaw  school  for  »  time,  although 
the  Bolshcviki  drive  in  the  summer  of  1920  claimed  the  full 
attention  of  the  Polish  Red  Cross.  The  question,  however,  was 
not  allowed  to  die. 

In  October,  11)20,  Miss  Hay  and  Miss  Noyes  visited  Cracow, 
where  the  local  authorities  had  expressed  ft  desire  that  the 
American  Red  Cross  develop  a  school.  A  brief  survey  of 
local  hospitals  was  made  that  information  might  l>e  fully  in 
hand  should  the  Cracow  authorities  urge  this  desire  of  theirs. 


BA 
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Miss  Hay  and  Miss  Noyos  left,  after  two  days,  for  Warsaw, 
where  in  addition  to  making  a  fairly  comprehensive  study  of  the 
general  conditions,  specific  consideration  was  given  to  the 
question  of  the  dcvclnpiuent  of  the  school  of  nursing,  toward 
which  Miss  Fitzgerald  iind  Alias  Hay  had  been  working  in  <X'- 
operation  with  the  Polish  Red  Cross. 

Conferences  were  held  with  representatives  from  the  Min- 
istry of  Health,  the  University  of  Warsaw,  the  Municipal 
Government,  with  iliss  Zkiikier,  a  nurse  who  had  built  in 
Warsaw  a  complete  and  modem  hospital  for  children  and  who 
had  taken  a  partial  course  of  training  at  St.  Thomas  Hospital, 
London.  Various  hospitals  were  visited;  among  them  a  chil- 
dren's clinic,  where  an  unusual  opportunity  seemed  to  be  pre- 
sented for  the  development  of  a  central  school;  the  Infant 
Jesus  Hospital,  a  large  institution  which  had  been  under  the 
direction  of  Russian  authorities  and  from  which,  up<.in  iheir, 
evacuation,  they  had  removed  all  the  furnishings.  This  h* 
pital,  unlike  others  which  had  been  visited,  was  quite  model 
in  its  equipment,  with  lavatories  and  diet  kitchen  w<'ll  fuf^ 
nished.  The  hospital  was  under  the  direction  of  Siaters  who 
were  good  housekeepers  and  possessed  comparatively  tnodcrn 
ideas  of  nursing,  as  the  cleanliness  of  the  wards,  bed^  and  bed 
linen  clearly  indicated. 

The  local  authorities  interested  in  the  development  of  the 
school  presented  a  plan  which  had  been  prepared  by  the 
special  committee,  which  included  the  individuals  all 
mentioned  as  well  as  others.  This  plan  was  formulated 
suggestions  apparently  made  by  Miss  Fitzgerald  and  Miw 
Hay,  combined  with  local  ideas.  Included  waa  the  Prussiaii 
system  of  keeping  a  hand  njwn  the  graduates  after  the  com- 
pletion of  tlieir  course;  for  a  given  space  of  ten  years  ihey 
were  to  hv  under  the  control  of  the  institution.  The  plan  also 
carried  with  it  insurance  for  invalidism  and  old  age;  it  in- 
cluded a  C^ongregnlion  of  Sisters,  every  nurse  to  be  a  member, 
of  this  Congregation,  etc.  The  merits  of  the  plan  were  dtl 
cussed  at  a  conference  and  a  counter  one  was  prepared,  whit 
with  modifications  was  used  as  the  basis  of  understanding  anJ 
contract  with  all  the  scJiools  sponsored  by  the  AmericAn  Red 
Crofifl.    The  six  main  points  of  the  plan  were  as  folJo»-a; 

7.    A  corps  of  instructors  of  broad  cx(H*ricncc  and  um 
tioncd  ability.    At  least  four  trained  nur*e«  are  n«r«Marj  k 
the  clasa  and  practical  instruction  and  lupcrvi^ion.    A  liAb' 
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nurse  is  also  desired  to  organize  and  carry  on  some  public 
liealth  activity,  su  that  preparation  for  this  important  field  of 
usefuliieBs  may  be  made  a  part  of  the  school's  projjram. 

**?.  A  iiiirsrs'  home  adequately  furnisiuMl  and  maintained. 
Such  a  home  must  be  large  enough  to  take  care  comfortably 
of  the  total  pupils  decided  on  .  .  .  besides  rooms  for  the 
faculty,  for  classes,  rtudy,  recreation,  hounchold  menage,  etc. 
It  should  be  attractive,  comfortable,  sanitary,  well  heated  and 
lighted,  and  with  sufficient  service  to  keep  it  immaculate. 
Becawpc  pupil  nurses  have  large  demands  made  of  thenu 
phyt'ical  and  mental,  the  food  should  be  ample  and  of  the  best 
quality.  Ample  laundry  and  bathing  arrangements  are  also 
necessary. 

3.  Uniforms,  texthooka  ami  translation  of  same,  equip- 
ment for  class  work,  at*  charts,  models,  etc.  It  is  possible  that 
in  order  to  attract  a  sutiicient  number  of  pupils,  a  small 
monthly  allowanc**  also  be  provided. 

4.  ITospital  affiliation.  Such  hospital  affdifttions  should  be 
spciirerl  ns  will  ensure  the  thorough  practical  training  of  the 
pupils  in  the  various  clatses  of  tli^*orders,  an  medical,  surgical. 
traoHmissihle,  g}-necological,  pediatric,  etc.  It  is  important 
that  the  directress  of  the  school,  with  her  assistants,  he  given 
the  nursing  control  of  such  hospital  divisions  as  are  secured 
for  this  practical  training. 

It  is  understood  that  rules  and  regulations  governing  the 
admission  of  pupils,  their  supervision  and  general  direction, 
may  safely  tie  left  to  the  director  of  the  trHim'ng  school  to 
develop  after  lier  arrival.  Also  rules  governing  the  activities 
of  graduate  nurses  should  primarily  be  left  with  the  graduates 
themselves. 

In  this  connection,  it  is  important  to  state  that  any  niles 
binding  the  graduates  of  such  a  school  to  extended  service  or 
control  after  graduation  are  contrary  to  American  methods 
and  principles  and  are,  we  believe,  certain  to  react  unfavor- 
ahly  on  the  school  itself  and  to  reduce  mnterially  the  number 
of  desirable  candidates  available  for  the  training.  It  is  ex- 
pected that  the  director  of  the  school  and  an  interested  school 
commiUee  will  lend  every  assistance  in  securing  proper 
recognitiun  and  adequate  salaries  for  the  members  of  this 
new-born  profession,  either  through  suitable  Nurse  Practice 
Acts,  registration  bv  the  Government,  or  in  such  waya  as 
would  protect  the  people  and  the  nurse  graduate. 

5.  Cooperation  of  the  medical  fraternity,  or  leading  mem- 
bers of  it.  who  would  assist  in  securing  the  desired  hospital 
aifiliatioDfi,  as  also  in  various  lecture  and  laboratory  courses. 

6.  Aq    active    training   school    committee,   composed   of 
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representatives  from  the  various  interested  groups,  leading 
phvsiHmis  and  others,  who  wouhi  give  of  their  whole-hearted 
Bympethy  and  support  toward  the  creation  and  maintenance 
of  such  a  whool  of  the  fir^t  cltitis. 

The  help  and  iuflueucc  of  the  larger  body  is  needed,  but  that 
the  work  mipht  be  vigorously  pushed  forward,  such  a  larger 
commiltee  slionld  be  subdivided  into  smaller  working  com- 
mitteon.  as.  for  exnmple.  a  Committee  on  Nurses'  Rome, 
Committee  on  Curri<  uliim,  on  Hospital  Affiliation,  etc.  It  is 
rocommendeii  that  to  this  larger  committee  be  appointed  two 
mirpes  residing  in  Warsaw,  who  have  fiad  training  in  two  of 
the  bofft  Txmdon  hospitals.  Miss  Szlenkier  and  Misa  Zarzycka; 
also  that  the  Commissioner  for  Poland,  American  Red  Cross, 
the  Chief  of  the  Me<lical  Staff,  and  the  Pirector,  Department 
of  Nursing  of  the  Commission  for  Poland,  A.  R.  C,  be  ex- 
offieio  members  of  the  committee.* 

No  doubt  the  suggestions  which  had  already  been  made,  in 

addition  to  the  plan  submitted  by  Misa  Noyes  and  her  asatx-i- 

atea,  seemed  a  radical  one.     Time  was  needed  for  the  Polish 

committee  to  digest  it. 

Miss  Noyes  visited  Posen  for  the  purpose  of  interviewing  a 

committee  who  were  interested  in  the  development  of  a  school 

of  nursing,  and  also  to  review  the  work  of  a  small  pronp  of 

•nurses  located  at  Kornik  and  two  who  wore  giving  instnictton 

,in  Homo  Hygiene  and  Care  of  the  Sick  in  Posen  itself.     Upon 

|hcr  arrival  a  conforonce  was  held  which  had  been  arranged  for 

\hy  Dr.  Zniniewicz,  president  of  the  Posen  branch  of  the  Polish 

Ked  Cross,  an  able  woman  physician  vitally  interested  in  the  e*- 

tabliahment  of  a  school  in  that  city.    There  were  representatirca 

.present  from  the  Municipality,  the  Department  of  Health,  tli6 

fj)ivi8ion  of  Military  Hospitals  and  the  Posen  University;  aim 

Ifiss  Hay  and  Miss  Mathews  were  tluTC.     The  Posen  n'prf- 

•entatives  stated  their  sincere  desire  to  help  in  every  way  po^ 

sible  in  the  organization  of  a  school  of  nursing  with  Amcricui 

jnnrses  in  chargi*.     They  suggested  a  building  formerly  used  by 

^a  German  physician  as  a  private  sanitarium,  which  was  at  that 

time  under  consideration  as  a  hospital  for  the  Qovemment 

[railroad  employees  and  their  families.     In  order  that  a  better 

tindcrstjindiiig  of  the  American   stand iirds  and    rei|uiremc-nt9 

Imigbt  Ik?  had,  a  copy  of  the  plan  which  had  been  prepared  for 

the  W^iraaw  Committee  was  given  to  llie  Posen  group. 

'For   fur1htf>r   detatlo.  Hpf   "Outline  of  School   for  NurMS  bi    PeUad, 
Oetobvr  85.   1020/   Red   Croft*  Arcliivci. 


INTERNATIONAL  NUBSING  EDUCATION      1159 


Out  of  the  pluiiH  i^ 
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for  Poland,  twi 
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\ 


:or  a  hi'uooi  ui  iivirsing  lor  ro\ 
schools  instead  of  one  einerg^-d,  T!ie  Post-n  C/oinniittrc  hist 
BO  time  in  putting  their  plan  into  shape  and  presented  it  on 
December  12,  1920,  through  two  important  railroad  officials,  to 
Miss  Mathews.  On  December  28  Miss  ^lathews,  Miss  Skorupa 
and  Mr,  Barge,  then  commissioner  for  Poland,  made  a  visit 
to  Poseu,  and  at  a  meeting  held  the  following  day,  the  "Direc- 
tors of  Railways"  offered  their  newly-furnished  Hospital  of 
sixty  beds  and  a  dispensary  as  a  practical  field  for  the  School, 
The  Department  of  Health  offered  the  cooperation  of  other 
hospitals  and  the  Dean  of  the  University  offered  thv'ir  uowly- 
opened  clinics  and  teaching  equipment.  The  direction  nnd 
execution  of  the  plan  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Polish 
Red  Cross,  which  in  turn  was  expected  to  coiitrlbute  furnish- 
ings. The  city  agreed  to  furnish  light,  and  the  railway  direc- 
tor, coal. 

On  December  30,  1920,  Miss  Alathews  in  a  letter  to  Miss 
Hay  recommended  that  two  American  Red  Cross  nurses  then 
in  Poland  and  a  third  nurse  be  sent  to  the  prospective  school  in 
Posen ;  these  nurses  were  Louise  Walter,  who  8p<:)ke  German 
fluently;  Stella  Tylski,  a  Polish- American,  and  Miss  Suchow- 
ska,  whose  enrollment  in  the  Amoriran  Red  Cross  T^ursing 
Service  was  then  pending.  The  approval  of  the  (^onmiisHioner 
for  Europe  was  Hnally  semired  and  (he  nurses  sent  to  Posen. 

The  subsequent  months  were  ditiieult  ones  for  the  little 
group  of  nurses.  The  promises  of  the  Committee,  while  un- 
questionably made  in  good  faith,  did  not  always  materialize. 
Apparently  there  was  Home  talking  jit  cross  piirposes.  ''Living 
quarters'*  to  an  American  nurse  meant  one  thing,  a  good  home 
or  good  rooms,  heated;  to  memlxrs  of  the  Polish  Cmnniittee  it 
might  have  me'ant  a  corner  of  a  ward.  The  first  diirieulty  was 
suitable  living  quarters. 

The  promised  afhliation  for  obstetrics  was  at  that  time  not 
available.  The  Railroad  Hospital,  which  was  offered  as  a 
teaching  field,  had  already  a  nursing  stuff  of  Catholic  Sisters, 
and  tlicy  had  to  he  eonciliated.  Tlu'n  certain  members  of  the 
medical  profession,  true  to  American  form,  became  concerned 
lest  the  graduates  might  practice  medicine  after  graduation, 
and  sent  a  formal  communication^  to  the  (^>nmlittee  which 
began  by  urging  lower  educational  entrance  requirements. 

*  Letter  by  Ora.  Adamaki  and  Miklattiiiski*  Augiitit   18,  1021. 
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Miss  Ita  MaoDonne!!,  a  Red  Cross  nurse  who  had  been  sent 
as  director  of  the  school,  and  who  had  been  accn8tx>med  to 
working  with  Sisters  in  America,  gradually  etfeeted  an  nrrangr- 
ment  whereby  the  Sisters  were  given  the  housekeeping,  pur- 
chasing of  supplies,  supervision  of  help,  and  laundry.  Thi» 
me^mt,  however,  that  the  small  group  of  American  nurses  with 
the  assistance  of  ten  probationers  were  obliged  to  assume,  both 
day  and  night,  the  actual  nursing  work  in  the  wards.  Tho 
difficulties,  met  and  overcome,  would  have  discouraged  a  lew 
enthusiastic  group.  Such  handicaps  us  bedbugs,  lack  of  water, 
shortage  of  Hnen  and  utensils,  low  beds,  poor  mattresses,  laun- 
dry only  every  two  weeks,  were  met  and  etmqucred ;  gradtmlly 
order  and  cleanliness  were  secured.  The  type  of  student  admit- 
ted was  excellent,  and  a  two-year  course  was  arrangtni  to  Uie 
l)Cflt  advantagi\  The  acliool  was  fomialiv  opened  on  Novem- 
ber 10,  1V)21. 

A  request  for  an  appropriation  of  $11,500  was  approved  by 
the  Executive  Committee  of  the  American  Re<!  Cross  in  lt>21» 
with  the  expectation  that  it  would  take  care  of  the  teaching 
faculty  for  two  yrars  and  six  mouths.  It  was  further  expccli'd 
[that  graduates  from  the  school  or  fnmi  among  the  Poli^ 
students  brought  to  this  country  on  Itockcfcller  FoundatioD 
Scholarships  and  placed  in  the  Massachusi^tts  General  School 
of  Nursing  woii]<l  »t  the  end  of  that  time  be  avnihible  for  thi« 
work.  In  April,  11)22,  Dr.  Hill,  then  vietvchairman  in  diarge 
of  foreign  operations  at  National  llcad(]uurtcr8  was  able  to 
increase  the  fund  to  $ir},(J0O  in  order  thnt  an  additional  in- 
itmctor,  incnmsing  the  faculty  to  fimr,  might  be  provided, 
and  Lena  .lohnson  was  added  to  the  staff. 

In   April,   1!)21,  jjlans  for  the  development  of  the  Warsaw 

School  had  n»ached  sucli  a  stage  that  Helen  Bridgtr,  whofle  work 

with    the    Sil:K*rian    Commission   has   already   heen   described. 

Bailed  from  New  York  as  director.     The  project  was  financed 

^by  Miss  Dorothea  Hughes.     On  Miss  Bridge's  arrival  in  IV 

■land,  she  began  organization  of  the  committee,  selection  of 

'luildings,  repairs  and  <*(iuipment,  preparation  and  printing  of 

'circulars  and  application  blanks,  publicity,  intervii     '  tmU- 

Idates,  selection  of  staff  and  the  countless  rh'talU  li  Ui  « 

[project  of  this  j»ature,  difficult  in  a  well-organized  countrr  like 

America,  but  doubly  so  in  a  country  wasted  by  war  and  ham- 

pi^red  by  a  thousand  eci^nomic  and  traditional  obstacles.    A  laM. 

optimistic  person  than  Miss  Bridge  might  have  Inat  heart,  but 
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she  lx*liev('d  in  the  enterprise  and  bo  did  her  committee^  and 
she  forged  ahcud. 

In  a  letter  to  Misa  Noycs  under  date  of  August  2,  1921, 
Miss  Bridge  wrote : 

You  will  be  delighted  to  know  that  up  to  the  present  we 
have  had  sixty-four  inquiries  concerning  the  school.  1  have 
accepted  four  cundidates  and  have  forty-five  applications 
pending.  We  are  quite  pleased  to  have  a  quality  of  applicant 
superior  to  that  which  I  nnticipated.  The  iir^t  applicant  was 
the  daughter  of  a  rolit^li  Countess,  a  splendid  girl,  but  too 
3'oung.  She  has  withdrawn  until  next  year.  The  first  appli- 
cation to  he  completed  was  that  of  Mary  Pawlowiczowua. 
She  ie  a  splendid  young  woman  who  has  had  one  year  at  the 
University  of  Warsaw.  la  it  not  significant  that  our  first 
accepted  candidate  should  come  to  us  so  well  prepared?  .  .  . 
Of  the  four  accepted  there  is  another  who  lias  had  two  years 
at  the  university,  one  who  is  quite  ready  for  the  university, 
and  the  fourth  falls  short  of  having  a  certificate  from  the 
oiglith  class  (the  equivalent  or  more  than  our  high  school) 
because  she  failed  in  French,  Almost  every  candidate  !  have 
interviewed  speaks  French  and  a  number  of  them  also  speak 
English.  .  .  . 

The  attitude  of  the  physicians  on  the  Council  and  others  in 
Warsaw  toward  the  school  seems  very  good. 

Each  succeeding  report  recorded  the  growth  of  interest  and  the 
l)etternicnt  of  conditions.  Finally  October  19,  1!)21,  was  de- 
cided upon  as  a  suitable  date  for  the  formal  opening,  which  in- 
cluded the  ancient  Polish  custom,  the  Blessing  of  the  House  by 
the  CardiiuiL  '*American  nurses,"  stated  an  address  of  wel- 
come written  by  Miss  Noyes,  "extend  their  hands  across  the  sea 
and  welcome  this  new  school  as  they  would  a  new  relation.'* 

The  address  by  Dr.  W.  Meezkowski,  a  friend  of  the  school, 
showed  the  attitude  of  the  best  element  in  the  medical  profes- 
sion toward  this  project: 

Poland  is  now  like  a  bad  housekeeper  who,  having  an 
abundance  of  everything,  wastes;  many  cliildren  are  born,  but 
the  nation  does  not  exert  itself  to  keep  them  alive.  Death 
takes  them  away  as  in  no  other  country  in  the  world,  and  the 
general  mortality  is  much  greater  in  Poland  than  anywhere 
else. 

There  must  come  a  time  for  us  to  open  oor  eyes  and  see 
where  we  are  going.    We  must  begin  a  wise  and  planned  war 
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a^Dst  illneeB.    We  most  visit  our  ill  people  and  eTamiiw  thm^ 

cooflJtioDs  of  life  of  the  healthy ;  we  tnuH  enter  the  ~ 
the  pea^anta  and  the  tovm  dwellers,  we  must  reiuier 
the  idea  of  real  nursing,  we  mu5:t  intrea^e  the  meaxM 
Tenting  disease,  we  must  take  care  of  women  during 
nancy  and  after  childbirth,  and  we  must  proride  the 
care  for  sick  people  in  their  homes  and  in  (be  Ho«piula. 
This  task  can  be  carried  out  only  by  an  intelligent 
devoted  nurse,  euch  a  nurse  as  graduatea  from  the  eehoola 
North  America  and  England.     Our  school  has  a«  ita  obj 
the  production  of  suoh  nurses  who  muM  be  pk>tieera.    ita 
is  to  produce  the  first  nurse  instructors  for  the  imdical 
stitutions,  and  that  is  why.  in  at^'epting  oar  first 
we  have  been  !-o  exacting  in  regard,  to  tlieir  moral  and 
cational  qualiticatioas. 

After  tltnukiug  the  Polish  Coramittee  roCTubeta,  iho  Ameri- 
cana and  others  who  had  made  the  school  possible,  ho  con- 
tinued: 

Before  I  finish  I  wish  to  speak  to  the  pupils  of  the 
of  Nursing,  to  those  pioDeer^  who  on  graduation  from 
school   will  go  the   fir^^t   into   Polish   society,  taking  to 
Tillages  and   towns  the   rules   of   hygiene,  cleanlinesas 
order,  and  who  will  give  to  the  patients  in  the  hospital  and 
in  the  home  honest  and  wi^e  care.    Nnrping — ^as  stated  in  our, 
regulations — is  not  an  ordinary  professiou.    For  va  it  is  Ij 
an  Order  which  demands  a  special  \oc-ation.    Here  hanl  vol 
does  not  suftice,  tliere  mu^t  be  finrritice.  a  vow  to  give  oi 
with  one's  whole  heart.    'I  '   tA*k  of  givinir  help  to  tl 

poor  and  suffering,  of  prr  Mpcase,  will  be  your  rsvai 

and  the  common  serviit-  to  Thi<(  high  idea  will  in'ate  ai 
you  linkjt.  sincere  sisterly  relations.    This  school  will  aid 
in  educating  your  heart  and  brain  and  in  developing  your  io^ 
of  mankind. 

The  n'f>f»rt  f«»r  January,  1022,  announced  the  sad  tnA  of 
Dr.  Meczkowski,  whose  last  otHce  for  the  school  had  boen 
secure  the  balance  of  4,000,000  marks  due  on  the  1921 
priation  to  be  given  by  the  Polish  participanta.    T^  ,^ 

well  indicatf?d  the  completion  of  the  plan  for  h*.  .  I'rilu 

tiona.     The  economic  situation,  aflcctc<l  aa  it  was  by  the  npk 
deprp<Matii)n  of  the  currency,  brought  tinancial  anxietiea 
complications   that   greatly    increased    tlie    problem    for   Uii 
BridgCr  yd  so  well  had  they-  accomplished  their  work  tl&at 


First  cUm  of  the  Scb^rol  of  Nursing,  Warsaw,  Poland,  estabUehed  by  the 
American   Red  Cross. 


-Exterior  of  the  School  of  Nuraing,  Warsaw,  Poland. 
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Administrative  Council  at  a  meeting  in  December  asked  the 
school  to  assume  responsibility  for  the  housekeeping,  kitchen, 
and  dietary  for  patients  and  the  laundry.  A  Hospital  Com- 
mittee was  also  suggested.  That  ^lisa  Bridge,  supported  by 
Miss  Mathews,  appreciated  the  practical  difficulties  as  well  as 
the  advantages  of  taking  cliargc  of  the  housekeeping  was  shown 
m  a  letter  to  Miss  Hay  under  date  of  December  20,  1021 : 

I  talked  the  whole  thing  over  with  Miss  Mathews  and  she 
agrres  wUh  nic  that,  while  it  is  a  lar^e  order,  that  we  will 
prohubly  be  able  to  bring  up  the  standard  of  the  nursing  much 
more  quickl}'  if  the  housekeeping  is  under  our  control. 

This  same  letter  recommended  a  dietitian,  quulJfied  to  as- 
sume the  instruction  to  student  UTirses  not  only  in  invalid 
cookery  and  mitrition,  but  in  hnusrlioid  administration,  inelud- 
ing  the  laundry;  to  arrange  the  dietaries  and  to  take  charge  of 
the  buying  of  food.  Fiirthermore,  she  should  l)e  able  to  speak 
either  Folish,  French  or  German.  The  Paris  office  approved 
this  request^  and  a  cable  to  this  etfect  was  sent  to  National 
Headquarters,  On  May  0  Bertha  Holuian,  an  enrolled  lied 
Cross  dietitian,  left  the  United  States  for  Warsaw.  That  she 
was  needed  and  was  facing  heavy  responsibilities  was  plainly 
evident,  as  shown  in  a  letter  from  Miss  Bridge  of  April  17 : 


The  hospital  is  in  a  perfectly  wretched  condition,  very 
dirty  and  wthont  ^igns  of  anything  you  could  rail  real  organi- 
zation. .  .  ,  It  is  the  game  otd  story  of  prci'ediiig  slowly  until 
you  have  won  loeal  conliikuue.  We  went  into  the  hospital 
with  eighty-five  pjiticnttf  to  rare  for,  but  this  number  was 
qui(  kly  iucreased  to  one  hunilred  and  twejity.  -  .  . 

After  tlie  preliminary  course,  our  twenty-two  student  nurses 
went  into  the  wards.  I  yhall  never  forget  the  picture  they 
made  on  tlmt  first  morning  iu  their  crisp  new  uniforms  and 
their  faees  bright  with  autieipation.  Two  of  the  students 
wln>  linil  never  been  in  a  hospital  before  were  so  frightcued 
that  we  bad  to  stay  with  them  hi  the  wards  for  a  time  until 
the  first  sharp  edge  of  their  fear  had  worn  off.  1  still  remem- 
ber tlji!  tlushi'<i  frightejied  fai'C  of  one  of  them. 

After  the  first  day.  tlin  patients  begged  the  students  to  stay 
with  thetn  all  ni^dit,  for,  they  said,  "we  have  been  taken  care 
of  to-day  hut  to-night  it  will  be  the  same  old  thintr.  We  will 
riug  and  ring  and  no  one  will  answer/' 
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Fortunately^  for  the  school,  threi*  nf  Miss  Bridgets  assistants 
were  Polish  as  well  as  Rinnan  Catholies,  this  hcing  the  pre- 
vailing religion.  Consciiuently,  when  questions  arose  coiKH^rn- 
ing  attendance  at  mass  at  eleven  oVlock  in  the  luorning  hv  all 
i\ni  stinients,  they  were  ahle  to  satisfactorily  explain  why  this 
was  not  possihle. 

The  night  nursing  m  the  nospital  was  still  left  to  the  Polish 
Red  Cross  nurses.  There  was  little  or  no  system  and  no  dis- 
cipline. Such  nursing  attention  as  the  patients  required  was 
largely  left  to  the  sanitars  (orderlies),  who  waited  on  men  and 
women  alike,  even  performing  such  delicate  attention  us  giving 
bedpans  to  women  patients.  This  condition  troubled  the 
American  nurses,  as  thev  were  accuritomed  to  seiMng  patients 
receive  the  same  careful  nursing  at  night  as  was  given  during 
the  day.  Miss  Bridge  expected  to  place  the  student  nuraes 
upon  night  duty  as  soon  as  they  were  sufficiently  experienced^ 
but  in  order  to  do  s<i  many  internal  changes  were  neeesaary. 
However,  at  the  time  of  the  completion  of  this  history  the^e 
changes  had  not  yet  l>een  made.  The  conditions  that  prevailed 
in  the  operating  room  made  it  impossible  to  give  student  nuraea 
training  in  surgical  techni(|ue  and  operating  room  procedure. 
Here  the  felcher  (oprating  room  orderly)  had  reigned 
supreme  regardless  of  sex  and  nature  of  operation.  It  became 
evident  that  student  nurses  could  not  be  assigned  to  service  in 
that  department  until  a  qualified  .Ynierican  nurse  bad  been 
aecured  to  reorganize  the  work,  direct  the  nursing  and  instruct 
the  students  in  surgical  technique.  A  request  was  sent  to 
America  for  a  nurse  qualified  for  this  work,  which  would  in- 
crease the  teaching  personnel  in  the  school  to  six.  This,  how- 
ever, was  to  be  regarded  as  tenipijrary. 

In  no  way,  however,  were  the  American  nurses  discouraged. 
In  the  period  of  slightly  over  a  year  during  which  they  had 
been  at  work  they  accomplished  marvelous  things.  Their 
staff  included  four  graduate  nurses,  one  dietitian  and  thirty 
student  nurses.  They  had  an  attractive  reaideucc,  well 
furnished^  with  suitable  class  rooms  and  good  tcacbing  ctjuip- 
meut.  Several  well  equip{X'd  wards  offered  a  satiftfactiiry  field 
for  practical  instruction.  C\)ntrol  of  the  housekeeping,  laundrv 
and  tlictiiry  department,  rounded  out  the  f»ciliti«»s  aa  a  tc'n- 
field.  They  had  a  representative  school  commitiei!  called  i- 
Administrative  Council/'  a  well  arranged  ctirriciilnm  with  a 
preliminaiy  oourae,  a  lec^ture  oounw  given  mainly  by  university 
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teacliers,  and  a  group  of  students  exceptionally  intelligeut,  well 
educated  and  retiued.  This  atvoiupllHlimcut  demouRtratud  good 
and  efficient  management,  and  ii  re<H?ptive  and  eooperative 
school  coniinittee.  When  the  time  shall  arrive  for  the  with- 
drawal of  the  American  inirses  the  fntiire  of  the  school  wonld 
seem  to  be  assured.  History  repeats  itself,  for  as  it  has  been 
the  mirse  in  America  who  luis  been  the  iuatrument  through 
which  nurse  education  and  iurititntions  for  the  care  of  the 
sick  have  Invn  brought  to  their  present  state  of  excellence,  so 
it  will  probably  be  in  Poland,  if  educated  and  cultured  young 
women  enter  the  schools. 

The  school  at  Posen  differed  in  some  respects  from  that  at 
Warsaw,  the  latter  being  organized  on  a  basis  that  would  com- 
pare favorably  with  the  most  modern  sciiool  in  America ;  the 
former,  excellent  in  character,  and  rxva  on  sound  principles, 
was  unable  because  of  certain  inherent  conditions,  such  as  liv- 
ing quarters,  to  develop  on  us  progressive  a  basis. 

The  July,  l!t22,  Report  of  the  Posen  School  showed  a 
faculty  of  four  Anieriean  Red  Cross  nurses,  two  of  them  of 
Polish  nationality;  fifteen  students ;  a  two  years'  regular  course 
and  a  three  months'  preliminary  course;  arrangements  per- 
fected for  practical  experience  in  medicine,  surgery,  gynecol- 
ogy, chiltlreii;  athlitittons  ia  obstetrics  and  eommimicable 
diseases;  a  chirps  of  iu«truet<trs,  doctors  and  nurses. 

In  both  schools  a  tuition  fee  was  required;  an  eight-houi 
working  day  prevailed  in  each;  t]»e  character  and  educational 
qualifications  of  the  students  were  excellent. 

A  school  of  nursing  had  been  discussed  by  the  American 
Red  Cross  Commission  for  Greece,  and  a  plan  had  been  pre- 
pared by  ^fajor  Carl  E.  Black  in  July,  1919,  and  presented 
by  him  to  Colonel  Capps.  This  plan  was  based  upon  Major 
Black's  8ur\'ey  of  Greek  hospitals  and  a  study  of  Greek 
methods  of  preparing  nurses.  Afajor  Black  discussed  his  plan 
with  the  Greek  Red  Cross,  Colonel  Capps,  physicians,  hospital 
authorities  and  others,  but  although  Miss  Helen  Scott  Hay,  a 
re<.»ognized  nurse  educator,  was  directing  all  Red  Cross  nursing 
activities  in  the  Balkan  States,  including  Greece,  she  was  not 
called  into  any  of  these  conferences  or  shown  the  plan  until 
after  it  had  bi'cn  submitted  to  American  and  Gre«»k  Red  Cross 
authorities.  She  hud  prepared,  at  (^ohuiol  Anderson's  request, 
a  suggestive  outline  for  a  school  of  nursing,  it  is  true,  solely 
as  a  basis  for  discussion  and  with  little  opportunity  for  study 
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of  local  couditiona,  and  with  the  understanding  that  it  would 
not  be  regarded  as  a  complete  plan. 

Fortunately  Major  Black's  tmundnesa  of  views  on  the  qnes- 
tion  of  educational  entrance  requirements,  as  well  as  on  the 
social  and  professional  status  of  the  graduate  nurse,  enable*! 
him  to  present  recommendations  of  a  sound  and  dignified 
character.  His  plan,  which  was  an  ambitious  one,  called  for  an 
operation  covering  five  years  at  an  estimated  cost  of  about 
$12,000  per  year,  or  about  $00,000.  Matters  had  proce<^led 
even  so  far  as  to  discussion  of  a  hospital  tipou  which  to  graft 
the  school,  a  point  of  great  moment  to  such  American  nurses 
as  might  be  sent  to  carry  the  plan  through,  and  a  matter  upon 
which  the  advice  of  ^lisa  Hay  would  have  been  of  great  value. 
The  coucludiiig  paragraph  of  Major  Hlack's  report  stated: 

At  the  time  of  leaving  Athens  for  America,  we  liave  re- 
ceived no  answer  from  the  Hospital  Board,  and  do  not  know 
their  final  deciHion  when  ronfntnted  hy  the  terms  in  detail. 
The  matter  is  left  in  the  hand8  of  Major  Dewing  for  tiual 
consummatitin  with  either  the  Evangellsmos  Hospital  or  sonic 
other  hospital  in  (Jreecc. 

Li  ttle  was  Iiea  rd  of  the  project  of  the  0  rec>k  school  of 
nursing  during  th<*  early  months  of  1920.  During  the  summer 
of  that  year  President  Veuizeloa  had  a  ctmfereuee  with  (Com- 
missioner Olds  in  Paris,  at  which  the  Oommissionrr  again 
offer<'d  on  liehalf  of  the  Anjcrican  Red  Cross  to  assist  in  dcitd- 
oping  a  8<*hool  of  nnrning  in  Athens.  One  of  the  conditions 
of  the  offer  was  ihut  the  Greek  Red  Cross  should  provide  suit- 
able buildings.  The  finances  of  the  Greek  Red  Cros9  did  not 
permit  them  to  assume  this  item  in  the  summer  of  11*20.  In 
October,  however.  President  Venizelos  wrote  Commissioner 
Olds  that  a  meniK'r  of  the  Greek  Red  Cross  bad  preseutinl  ■ 
million  draclimas  to  the  Society  for  such  purpoaea;  tliat  in  his 
estimation  the  Greek  Re*!  Cross  was  prepiinMl  to  n«vpt  the 
offer  of  the  American  Red  Cross;  and  that  he  hud  pluwd  il 
matter  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  J.  Athanusakis.  then  president 
the  Greek  Red  Cross.  In  November,  1J)20,  Mr.  Ath&nj 
wrote  Commissioner  Olds  that  the  Greek  Red  Cro**  hm!  da^' 
cided,  however,  to  place  the  direction  of  the  sthiiol  in  the  hands 
of  two  of  its  volnntccr  Red  Cross  nurses.  This  action  smoantMl 
practically  to  a  rejection  of  the  American  Red  Ctosa  offrr,  as 
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In  its  training  school  contracts  the  American  Red  Croflfl  had 
rcservtMl  (he  privilefre  of  appointing  American  nurses  trained 
under  the  Nightingale  System  to  direct  the  schools,  and  this 
clause  was  clearly  understood  h^'  the  officers  of  the  Greek 
Red  Cross. 

Such  was  the  state  of  affairs  when  Mias  Hay  and  Miss  Noyes 
arrived  in  Athena  late  in  Novemlx^r.  Groat  excitement  then 
prevailed  throughout  Greece.  Political  changes  had  deposed 
the  "Commoner"  and  brought  bacJc  King  Constantine.  Miss 
Ha}'  and  Miss  Noyes  tried  to  sec  the  president  of  the  Greek 
Reel  Cross  but  did  not  succeed.  Thus  a  final  settlement  other 
than  that  descrilx^d  above  regarding  American  Red  Cross 
cooperation  in  the  establishment  of  the  Athens  School  was  not 
effected. 

Bulpiria  was  again  in  1920  urging  the  reorganization  of  the 
8ch(K)l  stHrttnl  ill  llU'i  under  the  dirwtion  of  Miss  Hay  at  the 
Alexandra  Hospital  in  Sofia,  which  was  described  in  Chapter 
IV.  As  the  plan  presented  was  incomplete  and  somewhat  un- 
satisfactory, it  was  fplt  that  a  conference  with  the  Bulgarian 
authorities  would  be  of  great  value.  When  Miss  Hay  and  Miss 
Noyes  reached  Bulgaria  they  found  that  the  situation  had 
changed  since  overtures  had  been  made  a  few  weeks  previous. 
The  Bulgarian  Red  Cross,  which  had  for  some  years  conducted 
a  soH^alled  school  of  nursing,  had  rwjnested  the  Government 
to  lay  aside  the  plans  for  the  Alexandra  Hospital  School,  and 
to  pay  to  it  any  moneys  available  for  this  latter  project.  The 
bill  trovering  this  change  in  plan  had  already  hud  twu  rcadingB 
in  Parliament  although  the  nurses  from  the  Alexandra  Hospi- 
tal Scho<-)l,  who  had  been  under  Miss  Hay,  and  many  physicians 
and  otiier  proniiuont  people  liad  done  all  they  could  to  delay 
a  decision.  The  situation  was  critical.  Through  the  American 
Charge  d'Affaires  a  conference  was  secured  for  Miss  Hay  and 
Miss  Xoyes  with  the  Acting  Prime  Minister  Dimitroff,  Prior 
to  this,  however,  they  had  been  invited  to  visit  King  Boris  and 
had  laid  the  reorganization  plan  before  him.  He  manifested 
the  greatest  interest^  and  gave  assurances  of  his  support.  The 
attitude  of  the  Prime  Minister  was  wholly  uon-eommittal,  but 
an  early  decision  was  promise<l.  However,  such  other  re- 
assurances were  given  t-o  the  effect  that  the  reorganization  of 
the  school  would  go  through  with  the  passing  of  the  budget 
that  it  seemed  a  foregone  conclusion.  Miss  Noyes  waited 
several  days  at  Sofia  with  the  hope  that  a  definite  decision 
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would  be  reachpil.    Slio  was  finally  obliged  to  leave,  but  before 
doing  so  submitted  the  followiug  recommendation: 

,'•;■  Thnt  we  assist  the  Bulgarian  government  as  far  ap  possibU 
ill  the  resumption  of  a  school  of  nurses,  providing  the  Bul- 
garian government  itself  is  ready  to  do  its  full  part,  finan- 
rially  and  otherwipe,  by  stating  thai  it  would  seem  but  fair 
under  the  circumstances  tliat  we  should  select  and  provide 
salaries  for  not  less  than  two  American  nurses,  and  at  least 
partial  maintenance  for  not  less  than  two  years.  In  the  event 
of  failure  to  establish  the  school,  that  at  least  one  scholarship 
might  be  given  to  the  IwRt  qualified  nurse  of  the  Queen's 
School,  80  that  phe  might  complete  her  course  in  America  and 
be  better  prepared  to  assist  her  country  in  developing  nur^e 
education. 

It  sttimed  highly  d<!slrable  that  there  be  a  modem  8(*hooI 
in  Sofia,  not  only  to  perpetuate  the  plans  so  dear  to  the  heart 
of  Queen  Eleanorn.  but  because  it  was  greatly  desired  by  a 
lar^  nnmlx?r  of  Bnlparia's  most  thoughtful  ]x*ople.  The  Bul- 
garian Red  Cross,  however,  produt^d  one  argument  which, 
apparently  was  most  convincing  t-o  the  Bulgarian  governmeni 
and  that  was  economy.  The  cost  of  maintaining  a  school  of  the 
first  order  necessarily  represented  more  outlay  than  people 
of  many  foreign  countries  were  accustomed  to  think  necessary. 
At  that  time  the  lev  was  selling  ninety  to  a  dollar,  and  failure^ 
to  secure  an  enthusiastic  acceptance  of  the  assistance  whii 
the  Bulgarians  had  voluntarily  sought  might  be  ascribe^l  to  thif 
cause. 

From  time  to  time,  however,  the  question  of  the  school  was 
ugain  raised  by  tlioso  nmst  interested.  In  the  early  sui 
of  1^22  a  final  co«ip«»rativc  plan  based  on  the  i>rcceding 
mendati(m  seemed  a  foregone  eonduHion,  and  an  uppropriat 
to  cover  it  was  estahlishiMl  at  National  Headquarters.  Tl 
Bulgarian  authorities  were  notified  and  asked  to  submit  tlici 
reassuranees.  At  the  time  this  history  gi»e9  to  prf^fs  thrM 
have  not  l)een  received.  A  leading  citizen  of  Bulgaria  when 
discussing  with  Miss  Noyes  the  proje<*t  and  the  tcndoncy  to 
procrastinate  said,  '*It  is  the  East."  This  may  ezplala 
present  delay. 

At  OonKtiintinople  n  sch<x>1  of  nursing  whs  established  with 
which  the  American  Red  Cross  was  affiliated.  Mr*.  Anna 
Rothrock,  who  had  l)een  uasigiied  a«  chief  nurxe  to  the  unit  of 
fifty-four  nurses  which  liad  been  organised  bv  the  Am^ncaii 
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Red  Cross  for  service  with  the  Nonr  East  Relief,  was  detached 
from  that  organization  in  the  spring  of  1020.  and  asked  to 
undertake  the  development  of  a  st^hool  of  nursing  and  a  hos- 
pital in  Constantinople,  under  the  auspices  of  a  local  com- 
mittee. This  committee  included  representatives  from  the 
American  Red  Cross,  Anieriean  (^ollege  for  Women,  Roberts 
College  and  American  interests  such  as  the  Standard  Oil  and 
the  Near  East  Relief.  Suhstnntinl  assistance  was  given  them 
hj  the  Near  East  Relief  in  gifts  of  equipment;  also  by  the 
American  Red  Cross  Commission  and  the  American  Red  Cross 
Chapter  at  Constantinople,  of  which  Admiral  Mark  L  Bristol^ 
United  States  Navy,  high  commissioner  to  (Vmstantinople, 
was  the  chairman.  The  institution  was  developed  in  "Old 
Stamboul,"  in  a  building  formerly  the  home  of  a  rich  pasha, 
a  large  three-story  house  with  two  distinct  divisions,  the 
Haremlik  and  the  Saremlik.  The  building  was  in  very  poor 
repair  with  deep  rooms  with  windows  only  upon  one  side. 
Rough  wooden  floors  and  total  absence  of  heating  facilities  and 
plumbing  made  the  question  of  proper  organization  of  the 
hospital  a  difficult  one.  Nevertheless,  with  the  supplies  which 
had  been  given,  the  building  was  put  in  good  shape.  Hundreds 
of  feet  of  stove  pipe  were  used  in  setting  up  stoves,  the  only 
means  of  heating  the  wards  and  the  living  quarters  of  the 
nurses.  While  marvels  were  accomplished  in  making  the  placo 
habitable,  nevertheless  it  was  far  from  being  an  ideal  building 
for  either  a  hospital  or  a  school.  The  dangcrw  of  fire,  with 
no  means  of  control  should  one  occur,  the  long  steep  stairs  and 
the  general  unauitability  as  far  as  arrangement  was  concerned, 
made  the  Iniildiii^  far  from  satisfactory  for  the  purpose. 

The  hospital  proper  consisted  of  wards  with  from  six  to 
twelve  beds,  and  live  private  rooms  of  one  or  two  beds,  a  total 
of  eighty  IkmIh;  two  hirire  halls  for  convalescents,  an  operating 
room,  a  pharmacy  supply  nxiui  and  dispensary.  There  was  one 
kitchen  for  the  hospital  and  the  staff,  with  a  single  Greek  cook. 
An  American  Red  Cross  dietitian,  Nellie  Halliilay,  was  in 
charge  and  was  accomplishing  astonishingly  good  results  with 
the  facilities  at  her  disposition.  The  water  supply  was  un- 
certain ;  there  was  no  lauiulry  except  an  outside  room  which 
had  originally  accommodated  the  laundry  work  for  a  private 
family.  The  toiletH  were  of  the  Turkish  variety,  marble  and 
in  g<iod  repair.  In  the  equipment  was  a  Turkish  bath,  while 
modern  bathtubs  with  a  unique  atove  arrangement  for  heating 
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the  water  were  installed  in  some  of  the  smaller  rooms.  The 
Dispensary  was  on  the  ground  floor  under  the  part  of  the  hiuid- 
ing  used  for  the  graduate  nurse  staff.  Linen  and  dressint* 
rooms  and  se\ving  rooms  adjoined.  The  home  for  the  student 
nurses  was  arranged  in  what  was  formerly  the  servants' 
quarters.  The  rooms  were  clean  and  snfHeieutly  large  for  two 
or  three  students.  A  comhination  sitting  room  and  study  waa 
provided,  the  pupils  taking  their  meals  in  the  personnel  house. 
The  faculty  consisted  at  that  time  of  six  American  nurses, 
all  of  whom  had  been  recently  engaged  in  the  eare  of  refu 
on  the  Island  of  Proti,  They  had  been  temporarily  loaiied  to 
the  American  Hospital  upon  the  closing  of  work  on  Proti.  In 
November.  U>20,  five  of  them  were  permanently  engaged  oa 
the  regular  hospital  staff. 

The  school  course  w*a8  finally  arranged  to  require  a  period 
of  twenty-eight  months.  The  minimum  educational  require* 
meut  for  udmisBion  was  that  tlie  applicant  shonld  have  csrun* 
pleted  a  full  high  S(»hi»ol  <vmrsc  or  its  equivalent.  Anatomy, 
physiolog}',  bacteriology  and  chcniistry  were  taught  hv  an 
instructor  of  the  Constantinople  Women's  College,  Practical 
and  thcoH'tical  nursing  were  taught  by  members  of  the  nursing 
staff.  While  this  8ch(x>l  was  not  strictly  speaking  a  Red  Cro«s 
enterprise^  American  Red  Cross  nurses,  some  of  whom  were 
partially  or  entirely  paid  by  the  American  Red  Cross,  had 
effected  the  organization,  and  had  brought  this  sehoi^l  in 
line  with  other  schools  in  Europe  which  the  American  lied 
Cross  had  subsidized.  In  the  course  of  time  the  staff  was 
decreased  and  a  gradual  change  in  personnel  resulted. 

Upon  tin*  resignation  of  Mrs.  Rothroek  in  the  fall  of  1921, 
Miss  T^ydn  Andcrs<^n,  who  was  acting  as  assistant  to  Mi**  Ha 
in  the  Paris  office,  was  appointed  to  replace  her.  Under  Mi 
Anderson's  administration  some  changes  gradually  took  pi 
the  cotirse  of  instruction  was  reduced  from  three  to  tW) 
and  a  definite  affiliation  was  being  songht  with  the  Americiui 
Qdlege,  similar  to  university  affiliations  which  exist  in 
America.  The  type  of  student  admitted  to  the  school  gradn* 
ally  improved  and  include<I  representatives  from  many  eoua*, 
tries.  The  question  of  language  was  a  serious  one,  and 
interpreters  were  out  of  the  question  elaasaa  in  English 
given  in  order  that  the  students  might  not  only  avail  I 
aelvea  of  the  heat  textbooks  written  in  p]ngliih,  biit  profit  l»v 
the  inatriietion  given  bv  the  Ameriam  nur«c«. 
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Tliere  were  in  1'.I22  uo  other  modern  schools  of  nursing  in 
thfit  part  of  the  world.  The  future  usufnhicss  and  importance 
of  this  school  not  only  to  Constuntinople  hut  Jo  a  large  sur- 
rounding nroa  is  self  evident.  A  new  hospital  and  sch*xil 
building  of  good  type  of  construction  was  imperative,  while 
many  improvements  had  been  made  to  facilitttte  the  work  the 
inherent  defects  of  construction  were  of  such  a  nature  that  it 
wouhl  have  been  useless  to  try  to  overcome  them  by  temporary 
repairs. 

From  the  beautiful  tropical  island^  called  indiscrinuiiately 
Haiti  or  Sau  Domingo,  ileponding  entirely  npon  Avhether  one 
refers  to  the  western  one-third,  Haiti,  or  to  the  eastern  two- 
thirds.  Santo  Domingo,  there  rame  early  in  11)20  from  the 
CTOverninent  a  recpieat  for  four  Red  C^ross  nurses.  In  1018 
a  school  of  nursing  had  h(»en  organized  under  the  direction 
of  Commander  N.  T.  ^McLean  of  the  Medieal  Corps  of  the 
United  States  Navy  in  connection  witfi  the  City  (leneral  Hos- 
pital in  Port-au-Prince.  The  protecting  arm  of  the  United 
States  Government  had  been  extended  under  the  treaty  of  1015 
to  the  **BIaek  Republic"  and  representatives  of  the  Medical 
Department  of  the  United  States  Navy  lind  been  assigned  to 
direct  the  sanitary  development  of  the  island.  Lucia  D. 
Jordan,  assisted  by  Josephine  T.  Ray,  members  of  the  Navy 
Nurse  Corps,  under  dillienlt  cdnditions,  hml  laid  a  substantial 
foundation  for  the  first  modern  school  4if  nursing  on  the 
island,  hut  in  1020  were  withdrawn.  Henee  the  request  of  the 
isEand  government. 

Miss  Butler,  then  director  of  the  Xursing  Service  of  the 
Insular  and  Foreign  Division,  secured  as  dirr'ctor  of  the 
School  of  Nursing  at  Port-au-Prince  Vashti  R.  Bartlett,  whose 
name  and  record  lias  appeare<l  in  previous  chapters,  and  two 
others,  Anna  M.  llansberry  and  Alary  Griffith.  These  nurses 
were  paid,  transported  and  maintained  by  the  Haitian  Govern- 
ment. Miss  Bartlett,  with  her  training  school  experience, 
energy  and  enthusiasm  and  ability  to  speak  fluent  French,  was 
especially  well  qualified  for  the  task. 

The  little  group  of  three  sailed  in  July.  1921.  Olive  M, 
Simons  followed  later.  They  found  Sisters  in  charge  of  the 
wards.  Later,  however,  the  Sisters  withdrew  from  this  work 
and  devoted  themselves  exclusively  to  the  housekeeping.  Notes 
in  Miss  Rartlett's  first  report  to  the  sanitary  engineer,  Com- 
mander McLean,  indicated  some  discouraging  features: 
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There  are  at  pre&eut  31  student  nurses  and  about  400 
patients.  .  .  .  The  sthool  liaving  started  with  a  two  yeara' 
courpe,  the  seniors  should  have  graduated  in  October,  but  the 
date  ...  is  still  unsettled  pending  the  result  of  all  exaiuina- 
tions  and  a  policy  to  aid  nurses  in  starting  their  outside  work. 

Special  duty  was  considered  for  the  unemployed  graduates 
and  at  first  a  salary  of  $10.00  a  week  was  of!ere*l.  Oppor- 
tunities for  practical  experience  in  the  words  wero  limited, 
but  facilities  for  additional  experience  was  sccurwl  in  a  special 
ward  where  Sisters  hud  In'on  in  coiitntl.  Suitable  class  rooms 
and  better  sleeping  accommodations  were  secured  and  lesson 
plans,  the  translation  of  textbooks  and  the  preparation  o£ 
lectures  in  French  occupied  the  attention  of  all  the  nurses. 
The  future  of  the  graduates  continuo<l  to  trouble  Mifts  Burtlett, 
as  the  poverty  of  the  |)eople  seemed  to  preclude  any  extensive 
use  of  qualitied  nurses.  Not  the  least  of  the  difliculties  was 
a  distressing  epidemic  of  smallpox  described  by  Miss  Bartictt 
in  a  letter,  January  28,  11)21: 

I  am  discouraged  alraut  the  school.  The  smallpox  hu 
ahno:8t  disrupted  the  hospital.  From  60  to  70  patient*  are 
admitted  each  day  and  bo  many  nurses  are  needed  for  this 
work  that  the  other  branches  of  nursing  are  neglected.  We 
do  x\i)  operating  except  emergency  cases  because  the  patirnt 
may  break  out  with  smallpox  the  next  day.  Some  of  the 
cases  are  awful ;  those  that  we  i\i}  not  find  for  sevrral  davs 
come  in  in  bad  shape.  This  morning,  for  example,  ihree 
nuries  workeil  for  several  hour*?  picking  worms  out  of  the 
sores  of  one  patient,  and  this  happens  every  dav.  Many  timi 
we  have  to  take  them  out  of  their  eyes.  In  one  ward  two  da; 
ago,  where  our  ille^t  patients  are,  we  had  II  deaths  in 
hours.  I  think  we  have  about  r>00  smallpox  patients  and, 
with  14  nurses  leaving,  it  is  a  question  how  to  give  thrm  i}\c 
care  they  need,  and  1  fear  nfw  nurses  will  not  come  with 
conditions  as  they  are.  A  few  minutes  ago  they  telephoned 
and  nicked  for  two  special  nurses  and  I  hardly  know  bow  to 
spare  them. 

Yot  1^1  iss  Hartlctt  with  characteristic  rcserre  said  nothing 
nf  the  heroie  wi»rk  doTie  by  the  American  Rc<l  CroM  nuru 
who  worked  day  atid  night  to  relieve  the  suffering  of  the  poor 
unforfutintes. 

After   a  year   of  tartir^t    work,    Ali«s   BartloCt   and   Mi 
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Grifiitli  resigned.  Miss  HanslxTry  was  appointed  director. 
Olive  Simons  with  Grace  White  and  Sara  S.  Smith,  who  had 
l>eeii  assif^neil  in  November,  1921,  completed  the  Red  Crosa 
iHirj^in^  family. 

Early  in  li>:iO  the  Americiin  Red  Cross  ap]>ropriated  through 
the  Inguiar  and  ForoijG;n  Division  $10,0(10  for  the  purjiose  of 
erecting  a  suitable  building  as  a  house  and  schrxd  for  imrs(»s 
in  accordance  with  the  suggestion  of  the  Medical  Depurtmenc 
of  the  Navy.  Plans  were  submitted  to  Nytioual  ileadquarters 
and,  with  certain  minor  changes  suggested  by  Miss  Noyes, 
were  approved.  As  a  Red  Cross  Chapter  existed  in  Ilaiti,  a 
committee  from  this  Chapter  was  appointed  to  supervise  the 
construction  of  the  building  and  the  expenditures.  This  com- 
mitttfe  included  Conmiandor  J.  M.  Minter,  M.  C,  U.  S.  Navy; 
Commander  A.  L.  Parson,  M.  C,  U.  S.  Na^7',  as  well  as  repre- 
sentatives from  the  Chapter.  The  money  was  made  available 
in  the  autumn  of  1921  and  work  was  immediately  begun.  The 
seh^xd  building  grew  rapidly  and  soon  tlic  old  and  tottering 
building  was  torn  down. 

In  order  to  appreciate  the  discouragements  encountered  in 
attempting  a  project  of  this  nature  one  must  understand  the 
character  of  the  people  and  the  country  as  well  as  the  historical 
background.  Here  Columbus  first  lauded,  finding  Indians  and 
gold,  which  tlie  Spaniards  coveted  and  gained.  Contact  with 
the  white  man  extt^rminuted  the  Indian.  The  negro  from 
Africa  was  introduiXMl.  iho  l)eginningH  of  slavcTV  in  the  new 
world.  The  Fnuieh  ticeupied  the  is^laiid  with  reforms  and 
general  improvomeut.  Tri  time  they  disappeared,  leaving  only 
their  hiiigiuige,  until  to-<lay  the  jM»opln  are  nuiinly  negroes,  with 
some  mixed  blwd.  Revolution  followed  revolution,  debt, 
poverty,  misery,  banditry  and  disease  existed,  accompanietl  by 
inevitably  low  standards  of  morality.  The  invited  and  accepted 
inter\'cntiou  by  the  United  States  in  101")  brought  many  im- 
provements, among  others  the  School  of  Nursing,  the  first  of 
ata  kind  in  the  island.  In  1022  it  was  but  four  years  old,  a 
mere  infant,  but  growing  stronger  as  indicated  by  the  reports. 
From  the  records  of  the  school,  as  well  as  from  photographs 
of  the  student  nurses  in  theix  trim  uniforms,  all  negroes,  a 
AMjnclusion  may  be  drawn  that  in  spite  of  many  ditlicutties  aud 
•discouragements,  tJie  work  of  the  American  nurses,  four  of 
•\lhoTn  are  still-  (11*22)  there,  has  not  been  iu  vain.  They  are 
jsloyly  developing  an  ed^»efltit»nal.syateBj,  that,  will  ultimately 
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give  to  the  island  what  they  greatly  need,  a  well-trained  native 
nursing  personnel. 

These  were  steps  in  an  edueatioual  program  of  the  American 
Red  Cross.  They  indicated  that  the  peoples  of  European  and 
other  countries,  perhaps  through  observation  of  the  work  done 
by  graduate  nurses  from  other  countries  during  the  war^  or  be- 
cause of  the  work  of  American  Re<l  Cross  nurses  with  children 
and  refuge*»s  following  the  war.  were  intelligently  seeking 
assistance  for  the  purpose  of  developing  their  own  supply  of 
nurses.  And  the  American  Ked  Cross  was  becoming  painfullr 
conscious  of  the  fact  that  it  could  not  continue  u>  provide 
nurses  and  supplies  indefinitely  to  the  stricken  countries  of 
Europ*3.  Furthermore,  the  Red  Cross  apprtviatwl  that  its 
health  work,  espeoially  for  the  children,  would  not  be  con- 
structive if  native  nurses  were  not  ready  to  "c4irry  on"  when 
the  American  Red  Cross  nurses  had  to  be  withdrawn.  The 
League  of  Red  Cross  Societies  was  also  stimulating  interest 
in  Bchixiis  of  nursing  wherever  its  Director  of  Nursinjc  saw 
and  felt  that  it  was  practicuble.  For  these  reast^ns  the  Amer- 
ican Red  Cross  was  deeply  interested  in  the  organization  in 
these  countries  of  mwlern  schools  of  nursing.  But  three  yean 
of  study  through  direot  participation  it  realized  that  educa- 
tional work  of  another  typo  must  go  on. 

Quite  generally  in  the  countries  of  Europe  and  in  Haiti, 
where  American  Red  Cross  nurses  had  conducted  clasaes  in 
Home  Hygiene  and  Care  of  the  Sick,  or  had  establishfd  8chi>oIs, 
the  feeling  quite  generally  existed  that  routine  bedside  nur»ing 
procedures,  the  performance  of  such  housekeeping  details  as 
scrubbing  and  scouring,  sweeping  and  dusting  should  be  drte- 
gnted  to  servants.  The  war  and  the  example  of  graduate  nuraei 
did  a  great  deal,  however,  to  change  this  altitude  of  mind.  In 
Poland  particularly  the  stiulents  C4iught  the  idea,  and  began 
setting  an  ejcample  that  will  inevitably  break  down  many  agiv 
old  traditions.  Quite  generally  the  feeling  prevailed  that  IJm 
work  of  the  nurse  emled  with  the  application  of  a  few  nurgicftl 
dressings;  the  bathing  of  the  patient,  and  tho  making  of 
his  beii  Ix^loug  to  a  servant.  Even  in  Haiti  it  was  notic«xl  that 
an  orderly  sent  on  an  errand  wlu*r(*  a  basket  or  bundle  must 
be  carried  wonhl  press  into  service  for  a  few  jxninies  a  man 
or  woman  tottering  with  age,  or  a  hulf-stanred  cJiild,  lo  reJicre 
him  of  this  burden.  American  nurses  ''who  rolled  up  their 
aleevos"  and  with  soap  and  water  and  plenty  of  «ii«i^  clwuw4 
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up  a  particularly  bad  situation  not  infrequently  loat  prestige 
thereby.  Until  the  principle  that  actual  work  with  one*s  hands 
is  dipiifieil  ami  honorable  and  uplifting  can  be  implanted  in 
the  miiide  of  the  peoples  of  countries  where  autocratic  forms 
of  government  prevailing  for  centuries  have  developed  sharp 
class  lines,  mrMlnrn  scho<tls  of  nursing  or  otiier  democratic  sys- 
tems of  education  will  make  but  alow  progress. 

In  line  with  other  educational  work  special  scholarships 
were  given  by  the  American  Red  Cross  to  three  members  of 
the  committees  organized  in  Italy  under  the  guidance  and 
direction  of  Miss  Gardner.  One  of  these  was  given  to  Contcssa 
Balzani  of  the  Rome  Committee,  one  to  Signorina  Bosio  of 
the  Florence  Committee,  and  one  to  Marchesa  Firmaturi  of 
the  Palermo  Coinmitteo.  This  group  reached  America  in 
the  late  summer  of  11*21.  After  visiting  schools  of  niu-sing, 
public  health  nursing  organizations  in  Boston,  New  York,  Chi- 
cago, Pittahurgh,  Washington  and  Bjiltimore,  they  returned  to 
Italy.  Scholarships  of  this  nature  were  developed  not  only  to 
strengthen  the  work  started  under  the  direction  of  the  Red 
Cross  in  Italy,  but  with  the  hopes  that  special  efforts  would  be 
made  toward  the  establishment  of  schools  of  nursing  to  supply 
a  qualified  group  of  nurses  in  Italy  to  supervise,  direct  and 
extend  the  work  so  well  started  in  that  country,  Italy,  as  was 
the  case  with  many  other  ccmutries  where^  the  Red  Cross  had 
operated,  was  in  great  need  of  a  qualified  nursing  {K^rsonncl  in 
order  to  continue  public  health   and  other  nursing  activities. 

Scholarships  had  also  been  given  in  the  year  1020  to  two 
French  nurses  from  the  city  of  Lille,  France,  to  illle.  Matter 
and  Durrleman,  both  graduates  of  the  Nightingale  School  at 
Bordeaux,  for  the  purpose  of  studying  school  administration 
at  Teachers  College,  New  York  City.  It  was  their  expecta- 
tion to  return  to  Lille  to  assist  with  the  organization  of  a  school 
in  that  city. 

Three  additional  American  Red  Cross  scholarships  had  been 
granted  to  eiuible  two  Italian  nurses  and  one  French  nurse  to 
attend  the  course  at  King's  College,  London,  which  was  de- 
veloped by  the  League  of  Red  Cross  Societies. 


Although  the  American  Red  Cross  had  been  conducting  ex- 
tensive nursing  activities  overseas  since  1014,  no  representative 
of  the  Nursing  Service  who  possessed  a  knowledge  of  the  entire 
field  bad  by  1920  reviewed  the  work-     Miss  Delano  had  gone 
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overseas  for  this  purpose  but  her  illness  and  death  internipted 
the  plan  before  it  had  been  begun.  In  1020,  requests  asking 
that  Miss  Noves  come  overseas  were  reaching  Xationu!  Head- 
quarters and  it  was  finally  decided  that  she  leave  in  Sopteniber. 
Thre^  particular  reasons  existed  for  this  tour  of  inspection; 
first,  to  inspect  existing  American  Red  Cross  nursing  activi- 
ties; second,  to  confer  ou  the  nursing  aspects  of  the  proposed 
child  health  work;  third,  to  advise  on  the  foreign  schools  of 
nursing  subsidizc^d  by  the  American  Ued  Cross.  As  president 
of  the  American  Nurses*  Association^  Miss  Noyes  took  with 
her  to  deliver  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Florence  Nightingale 
School  of  Nursing  the  temis  of  the  deed  of  gift  money  for  the 
American  Nurses'  Memorinl,  Miss  Ida  F.  Butler,  then  as- 
sistant to  the  director  of  the  Nursing  Service,  was  left  in 
charge  of  nursing  activities  at  National  Headquarters  and 
Miss  Noyes  sailed  on  the  Aquitania  on  September  21,  landing 
in  Cherbourg,  France. 

After  a  few  days  spent  in  Paris  in  conference  with  officials 
of  the  European  Commission,  Miss  Noyes  and  Miss  Hay  left 
Paris  October  4  for  Prague,  having  arranged  an  itinerary 
which  included  in  Poland  the  cities  of  Cracc»w,  Warsaw,  Kia- 
lystok  flnd  Poson;  in  Austria,  V^ienna;  in  Serbia,  Belgrade; 
in  Bulgaria,  Sofia;  in  Turkey,  Constantinople;  in  Greece,  Sa- 
loniki  and  Athens;  in  Albania,  Valoim^  Durazzo,  Tirana  and 
Scutari;  in  Montenegro,  Podgoritza,  Dnuilograd,  Rugiisa  and 
Zolcnika,  and  in  Italy,  Fhirence.  Th«'  League  of  Rod  Cross 
Societies  had,  through  Miss  Fitzgerald,  invited  Miss  Noyes  to 
visit  Geneva,  to  confer  on  the  Intrniationa]  League  of  Rod 
Cross  nursing  affairs.  She  wshed  as  well  to  visit  King's  ''.  ! 
lege,  London,  but  these  visits  were  later  found  to  bo  irapo^t-■^  i 

During  the  summer  of  \\>10  the  policies  which  were  to  gor- 
ern  the  future  program  overseas  of  the  American  Red  Crota 
were,  as  it  has  bc?en  said  before,  being  formulated.  Several  of 
the  commissioners  for  foreign  service  favored  the  continuation 
of  general  and  nu'dical  relief  on  national  proportions;  some 
few  officials  desired  to  narrow  the  progaim  to  one  which  em- 
braced only  preventive  health  measures  and  which  utilized  the 
dispensary  as  the  principal  operating  unit  in  the  field  rather 
than  the  large  surgical  hospital.  On  June  10,  1919,  MiM  llay 
prepared  and  submitted  to  Colonel  Olde  tlM*  following 
meniorundum  of  nursing  activities  in  Poland  which  cirarly 
shows  that  an  extension  of  botli  an  emergency  medical  pni 
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as  evinced  in  the  reference  to  two  thousaml  beda  for  PoJiind 
alone»  and  of  constructive  work  of  a  rcniodiul  and  educational 
nature,  as  evinced  by  the  reference  to  the  establishnu-nt  of  dis- 
pensaries and  the  organization  of  classt'S  for  wnnien,  was  still 
being  considered  by  iVmerican  Red  Cross  ofiiciala  overseas: 

Hospital  IForfc:  With  the  contemplated  estabHshinent  of 
approximately  2000  hospital  beds  throughout  Poland  by  the 
American  Red  Cross,  American  inirsps  would  of  necessity  be 
used  only  in  a  supervisory  capacity, — one  nurse  to  every  fifty 
patients  or  more  and  Polish  aides  to  assist  in  the  actual  care 
of  the  patients. 

Dispensary  and  Public  Health  Work:  These  to  be  estab- 
lished in  outlying  Polish  towns  and  to  consist  of  oiu?  or  more 
physicians  and  two  or  tliree  nurses  wliose  duties  would  be  to 
assist  in  the  dispeuisary  and  develop  various  public  health 
activities  as  visiting  nursing,  baby  welfare,  school  visiting  and 
courses  in  Homo  Hygiene  and  Care  of  the  Sick.  In  such 
centers,  the  einpliafiis  would  be  plated  on  (a)  the  thorough 
grounding  of  Palish  aides  in  their  duties  so  that  they  can 
carry  on  umk-r  PuHsh  pbysicians;  (b)  sueh  awakening  of 
locul  interest  in  hfulth  problems  as  is  possible  thruuuh  various 
local  organJKations  and  tlirougb  ])opular  instniction  of  women 
in  Home  Hygiene  and  Care  of  the  Sick. 

Health  Education:  The  organisation  of  short  courses  in 
nursing  seems  to  appear  as  an  important  and  immediate  duty. 
Thi*;  educational  work  falls  into  three  clas.'ies :  (1)  an  inten- 
sive course  for  Polish  War  aiiles;  (2)  a  course  for  Polish 
aides  now  working  under  the  American  Ked  C'ross;  (3)  a 
popular  conr>:c  for  educated  Pohsh  women  in  Home  Hygiene 
and  Care  of  the  Sick ;  ( 4 )  the  establishment  of  schools  of 
nursing  along  American  lines  in  Poland,  to  be  treated  in  a 
later  chapter.  .  .  . 

At  the  present  time,  there  are  in  Poland  seventy-eight 
nurses.  It  is  estimated  that  a  total  of  one  hundred  nurses 
could  be  well  engaged  in  carrying  out  satisfactorily  the  pro- 
gram reeommended  above. 


I  The  necessity  for  the  shifting  of  the  emphasis  from  a  pro- 

gram  of  general  medical  and  material  relief  in  Europe  to  a 
more   constructive   one   of   preventive    hortlth    measures    with 

|8pf*ciiil  r-Tiiphasis  upon  the  welfare  of  children,  began  to  l>e  felt 
and  publicly  discussed  by  the  American  Ked  Cross  officials  at 
National  Hcudtiuarters  in  the  autumn  of  1919.  Commissioner 
Olds  in  a  letter  dated  Julv  12  submitted  to  the  chairman  of 
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the  Central  Committee  certain  general  considerations  relating 
to  the  future  work  of  the  organization  in  Europe.  In  this 
pomniniiication  he  eniphasizcMl  the  gravity  of  the  problem  of 
the  children  in  Europe.  In  a  cable  of  August  23  to  Commis- 
sioner Olds,  I)r.  Farrand  recommended  a  definite  plan  for  the 
establishment  at  available  points  in  Europe  of  *'child  saving 
centers,"  with  necessary  dispensaries  and  medical  and  nursing 
personnel.  The  recommendation  recognized  that  the  American 
Keel  Cross  should  co<iperate  with  other  organizations  operating 
in  the  field ;  it  further  set  forth  that  it  would  concentrate  upon 
the  field  of  undernourished  and  neglected  children  and  the 
prevention  of  epidemic  and  disease.  In  a  masterly  brief  pre- 
sented October  30,  Colonel  Olds  made  the  following  statement: 

We  rest  under  no  illusions  concerning  our  capacity  to 
handle  ^uch  a  situation.  It  is  plaiit  that  Uie  Ameriran  Red 
Cross  cannot  possibly  assume  to  take  up  more  than  a  small 
part  of  the  burden.  In  the  first  plare  we  have  never  aecopt»Hi. 
any  responfiibility  for  feeding  any  large  groups,  even  children,^ 
and  do  not  propose  to  ilo  po  now.  That  operation,  basic  a*  it 
is,  must  continue  to  be  an  obligation  of  governments  and  of 
other  organisations.  On  the  other  hand*  we  believe  the  Ameri- 
can Red  Cross  may  well  undertake  a  health  service  for  chil- 
dren at  various  critical  points  on  a  scale  commensurate  with 
the  resources  at  its  disposal.  We  do  not  foresee  any  difllculiy 
in  confining  our  responsibility  within  any  reasonable  Mnui 
which  may  be  inipofed.  If  permission  to  proceed  is  given  wr 
are  ready  to  go  ahead  with  a  definite  plan.  It  involve]  the 
setting  up  of  field  unit^i,  organised  on  the  simplest  and  mo)it 
efTective  lines,  to  furnish  health  service  for  children. 


I 


While  some  delays  must  be  expected  when  there  is  a  shift 
from  one  program  to  another,  the  child  health  program  •(*«'U)<-d 
alow  in  getting  under  way.  There  were  doctors*  nuraes.  execu- 
tives and  other  workers  still  in  the  various  countries  of  Kuropff,, 
especially  in  Poland,  who  were  more  or  less  inactive.  Medical' 
men,  including  children's  spe^Malists,  were  being  sent  to  Enropr 
and  rcHjuests  for  additional  nuraea  were  being  received  at 
National  Headquarters.  Conference  followed  confrrence  al 
the  Paris  office,  cables  came  and  went,  but  still  the  'Vtirtai 
did  not  go  up/'  although  the  program  was  there  and  the  a< 
waiting.  A  clear-rut  plan  of  detailed  nrganixation  und  opera- 
tion seemed  to  be  lacking,  and  what  was  more  signifiouit. 
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motive  power  and  force  to  swing  a  plan  into  action  in  the  field 
was  either  not  there  or  if  there  was  without  authority. 

Miss  Noyes^**  was  greatly  concerned  by  the  inaction,  especially 
when  fllie  found  a  group  of  twenty  nurses  waiting  iu  Paris  for 
asHignmrnt.  Having  drawn  heavily  upon  the  nursing  resources 
of  America^  where  nurses  at  that  time  were  greatly  nt^eded,  it 
was  disappointing  to  her  to  tind  so  many  in  Europe  still  unaa- 
signed.  This  was  still  more  distressing  when  it  could  be  ap- 
preciated that  a  great  opportunity  for  their  services  existed ; 
indeed  instances  were  later  noted  where  initiative  was  actually 
discouraged  on  the  part  of  public  health  nurses  because  of  the 
lack  of  knowledge  and  experience  on  the  part  of  the  individual 
medical  directors  and  other  officials. 

In  Poland  Miss  Hay  and  Miss  Noyea  found  many  sore 
spots.  Here  again  were  unassigned  nurses;  in  Cracow  but 
sixteen  out  of  twenty-eight  were  at  work.  An  effort  was  being 
made  to  use  nurses  in  Warsaw,  but  here  again  the  announced 
program  was  not  moving.  The  need  for  a  well-trained  public 
health  nursing  supervisor  was  apparent  and  a  recommendation 
made  to  that  effect-  Miss  Mathews  had  been  appointed  chief 
nurse  in  Poland^  but  because  of  a  lack  of  understanding  and 
experience  in  nursing  affairs  on  the  part  of  the  commissioner 
her  jKtsition  as  chief  nurse  was  not  only  uncertain,  but  at 
times  unrecognized.  It  was  necessary^  thert»fore»  to  prepare 
and  present  to  the  commissioner  a  definite  statement  defining 
her  relationship  to  the  eonimisaioner,  nurses,  physicians  and 
other  personneL  The  idleness  of  the  nurses  in  Poland  was  in 
a  measure  due  to  the  Bolshevik!  Advance  in  the  summer  of 
1920,  which  retarded  the  subsequent  development  of  the  child 
welfare  program.  The  disturbing  factor  was  that  in  spite  of 
this  situation  additional  nurses  were  still  being  requested  for 
Poland. 

In  Belgrade  but  one  Red  Crf>ss  nurse  was  found,  Miss 
Rhobie  Whedon,  who  was  then  in  charge  of  the  Belgrade  Or- 
phanage, which  was  being  run  under  the  atispices  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. Conferences  with  Dr.  Reeder  inspired  a  recommen- 
dation to  Colonel  Olds  that  the  American  Red  Cross  assist  the 
American    Child    Welfare   Association   as   far   as   possible    in 

"Neither  Miaa  KoyeB  nor  Miaa  H^y  regarded  theniHelvea  aa  experts  tn 
public  health  nursinp,  yet  their  familiarity  with  the  general  field  of  nurs* 
ing  and  their  experience  att  admiuistratora  bad  given  them  preparation 
aa  obaervera  and  advisora. 
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securing  and  maintaining  an  adequate  statT.  Later,  a  gener- 
ous appropriation  was  given  thia  organization  by  the  Americuif 
Red  Cross,  and  Red  Croaa  nurses  were  selected  and  sent  from, 
America  lo  assist  in  the  development  of  the  child  welfai 
program. 

In  Constantinople  the  question  of  the  relationship  of  the 
American  Red  Cross  nurses  assigned  to  the  Near  East  Relief 
to  that  commission  was  adjusted.  Also  as  there  seemed  some^ 
probability  that  the  Near  East  Relief  might  withdraw  froi 
child  welfare  work  and  as  so  tine  a  beginning  had  been  niadi 
bv  P'rancea  McQuaide  and  Emma  Wmid,  the  former  thmngh' 
child  welfare  stations,  the  latter  tlirough  a  hospital  for  tubercu- 
lous children  and  as  chief  nurse  of  all  nursing  activities,  the 
following  recommendation   was  made: 

With  the  withdrawal  uf  the  Near  East  Commission  frui 
child  welfare  work  in  Constantinople,  it  is  recommended  thai 
the  American   Ke<l  Cross,  through  its  Cliapter  and  iH)nmu! 
sion.  should  cooperate  to  have  tliis  important  work  carried  ou. 
This  child  welfare  work  is  in  keeping  with  the  Euroj^eni 
program  for  1H21.   and,  already   well   hegun,  is  proving  oi 
gr(*at  value  in  the  community.    Such  work  also  would  provide 
a  field  for  the  public  health  instruction  of  the  pupil  nurses  o| 
the  American  Training  School,  a  plan  which  is  most  heartilj 
approved  by  AilmirnI  Rrintol  and  Commissioner  DaviA,  ts  veil' 
as  by  tlie  hoHpital  authorities. 

At  that  time  120,000  RuBsian  refugees  had  just  arriTpd  on 
various  types  of  boats,  having  be«Mi  driven  out  of  the  Cnme4i 
by  the  advance  of  the  Bolsheviki.     Among  tlie  Russian  refui 
were  a  large  number  of  VVrungcrs  Army.     The  condition 
these  unfortunates  on  board  the  steamers,  with  little  food 
water  and  almost  no  shelter,  during  a  period  when  there 
much  rain  and  chilly  autumn  weatlier,  can  well  be  imaini» 
They  were  packed  in  the  boats  in  such  great  number 
wns  imjKJssible  to  relax  t»r  even  to  He  down  and  rest, 
dition  of  such  a  large  numl>er  of  p<.*ople.  almost  without  sn\ 
plies  of  any  sort,  taxt'd  the  resourw^s  of  an  aln-ady  overcrowdi 
city.     The  utnumt  etTort  and  gtMxl  will  was  displayed  bv 
rf'lief  orgatiizatioUH  locat^vl  then*  and  by  governmental  ngi*noii 
but  despite  tlnit,  much  sulTering  ensued.    For  the  sick  who 
in  need  of  hospital  attention  the  old  Rnasiiin  EmbaaBV,  com* 
plctely  equipped  with  American  Rod  Cran  snpplisBy  wiu  hArtilj 
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utilized.  An  adequate  suppW  of  Russian  nurses  and  doctors 
were  available  to  staflF  the  institution,  but  its  support  and  main- 
tenanee  had  to  be  provided  for  from  loeal  sources.  The  Ameri- 
enn  Hospital  opened  its  doors  to  the  American  Red  Cross  per- 
sonnel who  had  evacuated  Sebastopol»  and  Rtissian  siok,  both 
soldiers  and  civilians,  were  admitted  to  its  wards  to  the  very 
limit  of  its  capacity.  This  was  but  one  page  in  the  sad  history 
of  the  irfii^'c  situation  in  Europe^  an  aspect  of  war  which 
bnnight  problems  and  suffering  immeasurable  in  extent. 

Leaving  Constantinople,  Miss  Hay  and  Mies  Noyea  pro- 
ceeded to  Greece,  stopping  first  at  Saloniki  for  a  day,  where 
quantities  of  American  Red  Cross  supplies  were  located.  Three 
American  nurses  were  still  in  that  city,  Emily  Simonds,  Tessa 
d^Alberti,  and  Mary  L.  Boyle,  but  the  American  Red  Cross 
relief  station  there  was  rapidly  being  closed  and  the  nurses 
were  soon  withdrawn. 

Proceeding  from  Saloniki,  Miss  Hay  and  Miss  Noyes  next 
visited  Athens.  It  will  I>l'  recalled  that  child  welfare  work  had 
been  started  in  varions  localities  in  Greece  under  the  commis- 
sion but  with  imperfcvt  success.  That  undertaken  in  Athens 
under  Miss  T^inon  was  probably  the  most  enduring  in  char- 
acter. 

With  the  closing  of  the  commission  in  the  summer  of  1919, 
the  child  welfare  work  was  left  under  the  direction  of  the  Patri- 
•tic  League  and  with  the  exception  of  occasional  advice  from 
Miss  Zacca  in  Athens,  whone  salary  was  l)eing  paid  by  the 
Government,  was  entirely  without  professional  direction.  Re- 
quests, however,  transmitted  through  Major  Dewing,  who  had 
succeeded  Colonel  Cappa,  were  received  at  National  Head^ 
quarters,  asking  for  a  qualified  director  for  the  child  welfare 
work  in  Greece.  The  Junior  Red  Cross  had  also  planned  to 
develop  its  program,  and  by  special  arrangement  Kathleen 
D'Olier,  a  Red  Cross  public  health  nurse  and  a  graduate  of 
the  Rochester  General  Hospital,  Rochester,  New  York,  was 
secured,  and  acted  as  the  representative  of  both  the  Junior  Red 
Cross  and  the  Nursing  Service. 

Upon  her  arrival  Miss  D'Olier  began  the  reorganization  of 
the  child  welfkre  work.  The  Patriotic  league  was  still  inter- 
ested, acting  as  the  intermediary  betwwn  the  government  and 
the  work.  A  group  of  young  women  from  the  best  families 
were  trained  to  act  as  assistants  in  the  clinics  and  for  home 
visiting.     The  city  was  divided  into  districts  and  al>out  seven 
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hundred  well  bubios  were  admitted  to  the  clinic  layettes  were 
provided  for  the  newborn.  School  nursing  was  grndually 
Btartod  under  the  direction  of  Ellen  Inglcsaki,  a  Greek-Ameri- 
can Red  Cross  nurse;  Charlotte  Heilman,  a  former  member 
of  the  Italian  Commission,  was  appointed  as  her  assistant,  and 
Miss  Zaeca  was  secured  for  clinic  work.  Miss  D'Olier  resigned 
in  December,  1920,  after  a  year's  service,  leaving  ilrs.  Heilman 
in  charge.  At  the  time  of  the  arrival  of  Miss  Hay  and  Miss 
Noyes  the  change  in  government  was  causing  great  concern, 
and  the  continuation  of  American  Red  Cross  child  welfare 
work  seemed  to  hinge  entirely  upon  the  attitude  of  the  new 
Government  toward  the  program.  Members  of  the  Patriotic 
League  and  the  home  visitors,  sympathizing  with  Venizelos, 
were  about  to  resign,  feeling  that  unless  they  did  so,  they  would 
be  asked  to  anyhow.  The  daily  supply  of  milk  which  had  Inx-o 
furnished  to  tljc  babies  had  not  been  provided  for  two  weeka. 

A  conference  with  Prime  Minister  Rhallis  was  secunnl. 
After  expressing  liis  deep  appreciation  of  the  work  he  gave 
Bssurauces  (hut  the  assistance  of  the  Government  would  b<l 
continued.  He  (^xprctwed  hia  desire  that  tlie  American  nuniea 
deal  dir(!ctly  with  the  Government.  Miss  Noyes  then  roeom* 
mended  to  Commissioner  Olds  that  the  American  Red  Cro«« 
continue  its  supp:>rt  of  the  infant  welfare  station  at  Athens 
for  six  months  longer,  with  the  understanding  that  at  the  close 
of  this  period  the  salaries  of  the  nurses  would  be  assumed  by 
the  Committee  of  the  Patriotic  Leagtie  and  the  station  con- 
tinued. The  recommendation  was  approved  and  on  July  1, 
1922,  Mrs.  Heihnan's  salary  was  assumed  by  the  Patriotic 
League  and  she  remained  in  Athens  in  charge  of  the  station. 

During  an  enforced  stop  at  Vallona,  Albania^  Miss  Hay  and 
Miss  Noycs  had  an  oppr»rtunity  to  make  some  particular  ol^aer- 
vations  on  health  conditions.  They  were  entertained  at  iho 
Hospital  Civile,  the  only  livable  place;  here  only  men  were  in 
evidence,  except  in  the  laundry,  where  a  few  native  women  with 
but  few  facilities  naanaged  to  take  '^off  the  rough*'  and  8«^nd  the 
eheets  and  clothing  back  to  the  wards  sadder  and  duller  in  huo 
tlian  they  were  when  sent.  But  there  seenuHl  to  be  great  poa- 
sibilities  for  good  work  in  Albania  as  well  as  in  MontctoogKi- 
In  the  former  at  Duriuuso,  at  Tirana  and  Scutari,  nuraoi  were 
already  developing  sch(M)l  nursing  and  home  visiting  in  oo* 
operation  with  Jimior  Red  Cross  school  activities,  and  were 
giving  cousiderabic  attention  to  the  ever-present  rofugp^.     In 
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Montenegro,  at  Podgoritza  and  at  Danilograd,  tbe  same  type 
of  work  was  progressing.  At  Ragnsa  and  Zolonika  on  the  Dal- 
matian Coast,  aU>ut  15,000  Russian  refugees  from  Constanti- 
nople were  gradually  being  disembarked  and  were  claiming  the 
attention  of  a  relief  unit  of  doctors  and  seven  nurses,  three  at 
Ragusa  and  four  at  Zelenika.  This  unit  had  been  temporarily 
diverted  from  Montenegro,  where  they  were  being  sent  to 
develop  health  work. 

The  opportunities  for  ehild  health  work  in  iMDth  Albania  and 
ilontenegro  were  evident,  and  as  a  number  of  Red  Cnws  nurses 
were  working  in  various  places  in  those  eonntries,  the  following 
recommendation  seemed  practical  to  submit: 

1.  The  poverty  of  this  country  and  crying  need  of  more 
assistance  is  everywhere  emphatic.  Valona,  with  a  good  hos- 
pital cottage  plant,  built  by  the  Italians,  would  seem  to  be  an 
excellent  field  for  a  health  unit,  carrying  out  the  general 
policies  of  the  lt>21  jirogram. 

At  Durazzo.  Tirana,  Srntari»  our  nurses  are  doing  most 
useful  work.  If  more  health  units,  however,  could  be  sent  to 
Albania,  each  of  these  centers  would  be  a  desirable  field  for 
the  development  of  various  public  health  activities,  at  least 
two  mirsos  being  assigned  to  each  unit.  The  nurses  would 
then  have  no  connection  with  the  rfiinior  Reil  Croas,  except 
that,  as  a  part  of  their  activities,  would  be  incliirled  the  care  of 
any  school  children,  or  other  cooperation  desired, 

I?.  That  a  chief  nurse  he  apy)ointed,  to  include  in  her 
activities  both  Montenegro  and  Albania. 

While  travel  is  somewhat  ditlifult,  it  is  believed  that  this 
could  be  quite  satisfactorily  arranged  as  a  whole. 

'>i.  In  the  development  of  the  work  of  any  public  health 
units  sent  there,  as  also  in  the  present  school  niirHing  pro- 
gram, that  the  puldic  health  Held  organizer,  connected  with 
the  Paris  oliice,  should  assist  in  stanilardizing  the  work  and 
raising  this  to  its  highest  degree  of  efficiency. 

Prom  Ragusa,  Miss  Hay  and  Miss  Noyes  went  to  Florence, 
where  a  conference  was  held  with  members  of  the  special  com- 
mittee organized  by  ilisa  Gardner  for  the  purpose  of  arranging 
that  three  members  be  chosen  from  thi^se  conmiittees  to  visit 
the  United  States  as  guests  of  the  American  Red  Cross  to  study 
nursing  education  and  public  health  nursing  methods.  One 
of  the  clinics  organized  under  the  auspices  of  the  Italian  Com- 
mission was  visited  and  found  to  be  in  an  active  and  ef^cient 
fitate. 
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Upon  the  completion  of  the  tour  of  inspection  in  late  De- 
cember, 1920,  some  definite  recomineudations  were  presented 
to  Colonel  Olds.  These  were  based  upon  observation  of  condi- 
tions as  found  in  each  country  by  Miss  Hay  and  Miss  Noyea. 
As  a  fnil  report  of  the  schools  has  already  bt.'en  given,  this  se<y 
tion  will  only  treat  of  observations  in  general  and  of  child  wel- 
fare work. 

It  was  urged  that  nurses  not  needed  for  work  in  connection 
with  the  training  sohofjls  be  withdrawn  from  Czecho-Slovukia. 
As  an  instance  of  the  wisdom  of  this,  the  cM&e  was  presented  of 
a  group  of  ten  nurses  who  had  b(*en  requested  for  typhus  work 
but  who  had  found  upon  their  arrival  that  they  were  not  neetled. 
Some  of  them,  indeed,  hud  been  given  temporary  work,  most  of 
it  excellent  in  charucter,  but  none  of  it  related  to  the  announced 
program;  and  two  of  the  nurses  were  unassigncd. 

It  was  a  keen  disoppoiutment  to  Miss  Noycs  that  she  had 
to  leave  Europe  without  completing  final  arrangements  for  the 
organization  of  all  the  propostnl  schools  of  nursing.  That  her 
visit  to  Poland  probably  gave  an  impetus  to  the  plan  is  dem- 
onstrated by  the  rapidity  with  which  the  project  materialittMi. 
At  the  date  of  writing  this  history,  Bulgaria  is  still  coi  -  ■  r 
the  proposition  and  Greece  has  not  yet  replied  to  the  e* 
cation  of  December  1,  1020. 

Miss  Noyes  left  tlie  child  welfare  work,  with  the  exception  of 
Gre«!ce,  and  places  here  and  there  where  the  nurses  in  a  more 
or  less  detached  manner  were  doing  some  good  public  health 
work,  in  much  the  same  condition  as  she  found  it.  Little  pro^ 
ress  had  been  made. 

At  the  close  of  her  tour  of  inspection  Miss  Noyea  made  the 
following  general  recommendations  to  Commissioner  Olds: 

Recommended  that  a  supervising  nurse  for  all  public 
health  activities  in  Europe  be  appointed,  who  phall  be  A 
woman  of  broad  experienre  and  training  in  all  branchei  of 
public  health,  and  who  shall  act  an  field  organiser  of  all 
public  liealth  activities. 

That  it  is  important  that  personnel  houses  be  anran^rpd  in 
which  all  American  Red  Cross  per94*)iinel  slnmld  be  n- 
live.     It  is  only  fair  that  if  jiome  are  required  to  I  t 

house,  all  should  be,  and  jieoplc  with  the  right  Rtni  Vrom 
spirit  have  no  guod  argument  for  holding  out  against  inch  • 
requirement.  These  housee  should  in  every  ease  be  made  at- 
tractive, 
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Every  lioiiFe  should  have,  as  a  house  mother,  a  woman  of  tho 
highest  qualificationfi,  who  would  uot  only  be  a  good  chaperone 
for  the  women  personnel  but  who  would  have  the  ability  to 
make  a  nioBt  attractive  home  and  to  give  a  diet  in  which 
economy  and  adequacy  are  satisfactorily  combined. 

Recommended  that  the  term  "health  units"  be  used  instead 
of  *'medical  units/' 

That  salary  rates  and  all  perquisites,  as,  for  example,  main- 
tenance, uniforms,  vacations,  etc.»  nhould  be  made  as  uniform 
as  possible  for  all  women  of  equal  experience  and  capabilities. 

In  addition,  to  these  general  recommendations,  Miss  Noyes 
prepared  some  special  suggestions  regarding  the  small  health 
unit,  which,  under  date  of  January  4,  1921,  were  presented 
to  Colonel  Olds.    Extracts  are  given : 

I  had  begun  long  before  I  left  America  to  think  in  terms 
of  simple  working  groups.  ,  .  .  Small  nunsing  groups  with- 
out elaborate  oflices  or  other  personnel  are  in  a  better  position 
to  do  constructive  public  health  nursing  work  than  can  be 
done  in  connection  with  a  big  organization.  It  is  the  old  storj' 
of  not  being  able  "to  see  the  forest  for  the  trees,"  I  can  only 
say  that  my  views  have  been  strengthened  since  ray  tour. 

While  a  health  unit  of  any  character  may  need  supplies  of 
food  and  clothing  in  order  to  make  the  work  effective,  this 
should  usually  be  distributed  as  secondary,  and  a  supply  in 
accordance  with  local  needs  be  made  available.  .  .  . 

It  is  also  necessary  to  recognize  that  health  units  may  be 
of  several  varieties,  the  character  of  each  depending  upon  local 
conditions  and  facilities.  The  following  types,  modified  as 
occasion  demands,  have  occurred  to  me  as  practical  and 
possible : 

Composite  unit,  such  as  that  suggested  for  Montenegro, 
where  doctors,  nurses,  Junior  Red  Cross  and  "feeding" 
personnel  work  out  a  joint  program  with  the  simplest 
"overhead  organization." 

A  health  unit  with  doctors  and  nur&es  which  may 
work  out  a  simple  health  program  of  a  preventive  as 
well  as  curative  nature, — developing  the  work  through 
diypensaries  that  may  exist  or  be  developed  by  the  unit. 
A  public  health  nursing  unit  without  any  American 
Ked  Cross  doctors  or  office  personnel.  The  head  nurse 
of  the  unit  acting  as  the  manager.,  financial  agent,  etc., 
sucfi  as  the  child  welfare  unit  in  Athens. 
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N.  B.    This  unit  is.  I  believe,  securing  better  results 
r  with  le^  expenditure  of  Bed  Croes  money  than  any  that 

w  I  have  seen. 

■  4.    A  unit  of  nurses,  possibly  Red  Cross  doctors,  althonefa 

I  not  absolutely  necessary  as  local  physicians   mig^ht   be 

I  available,  supplementing  the  working  of  other  oreani- 

I  zations  puch  as  the  Hoover  Feeding  Program ;   nurseis 

I  attached  to  a  food  station,  selecting  delicate  children 

I  following  them  to  their  homes,  arranging  for  treatment 

L  if  necessary,  supplying  food,  looking  into  home  condi- 

I  tions  and  general  health  of  family.    This  was  suggested 

L  for  the  Whiting  feeding  work  in  Montenegro  and  seems 

L  to  offer  wonderful  posgibilities  at  little  expense. 

L  6.    The  relief  unit,  such  as  that  at  Vienna  and  Budapest* 

I  while  not  health  units,  the  relief  units  are  so  closelj 

I  related  that  they  can  be  included  in  the  list. 

I  In  any  plan,  but  most  particularly  the  fourth,  local  faoili- 

'  ties,  doctors,  nurse  assistants^  dispensaries  and  cooperation  of 

other  organizations  should  be  utilized  and  sought,  and  estab- 
liflhed  promptly.  Chief  nurses,  field  supervisors  and  consult- 
ant American  Red  Cross  doctors  will  probably  be  required. 

I  am  firmly  convinced  that  our  work  is  incomplete  and  not 
constructive  if  we  do  not  make  every  possible  effort  for  its 
perpetuation, — building  up  local  interest  and  initiative  by 
means  of  local  committees  or  through  organizations  already  in 
existence,  utilizing  local  physicians  and  nurse  assistants,  urg- 
ing governmental  help  such  as  appropriations,  buildings^  sup- 
plies, etc. 

I  appreciate  the  fact  that  this  idea  is  not  new  and  has  been 
carried  out  in  many  places.  For  example,  the  three  hospitals 
Tirana,  Scutari.  Podgoritza,  organized  and  equipped  by  the 
American  lied  Cross,  are  t>eing  continued  in  a  fairly  efficient 
manner  by  local  authorities.  The  child  welfare  work  at 
Athens  can,  I  believe,  be  entirely  carried  locally  in  six  months 
or  a  year,  tapering  ofT  gradually. 

As  I  am  assuming  that  you  are  in  sympathy  with  these 
views,  it  seems  therefore  quite  unnecessary  to  add  further 
argumentjn.  T  believe,  linwever,  that  the  simplicity  of  the 
small  unit  resulting  in  fiiiaiifial  saving  by  reduction  of  per- 
sonnel and  complicated  overhead  management,  is  the  strongest 
argument  in  their  favor. 

One  last  thought:  It  is  quite  possible  to  conduct  a  health 
unit  without  a  Ked  Cross  doctor.  Athens  and  Kornik,  near 
Poscn,  arc  two  good  illustrations  of  this  type  in  Europe.  We 
have  ponie  in  oiher  countries,  and  many  in  America  co- 
operating with  local  doctors  where  indicated.  ... 
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Upon  Mifts  Noyefl'fl  retmn  to  National  Ileatlquartt^s  the 
latter  purt  of  Jnmiury,  1V21,  ahe  found  that  soeiul  workers 
had  b<'f»ii  antht>rizcd  for  tlu*  child  lamlth  work  iu  Europe  and 
that  Mr.  Homer  Folks  of  New  York,  a  recognized  authority 
on  social  questions,  and  Miss  Margaret  Curtis  of  Boston  were 
to  proceed  to  Europe  to  advise  as  to  how  they  migiit  be  utilized. 
Some  difference  of  opinion  existed  as  to  the  wisdom  of  intro- 
ducing social  workers  into  a  child  health  progrum,  limited 
to  a  fairly  short  |x*riod.  Many  of  the  medical  men  connected 
with  the  Red  Cross  in  Europe  had  expressed  themselves  as 
opposed.  They  argued  that  in  the  general  dearth  of  local 
agencies  through  which  the  social  worker  is  accustomed  to 
function  they  might  not  fit  into  the  plan,  and  that  this  might 
prove  a  source?  of  eiiiharrusament  rather  than  a  help.  Never- 
theless, a  group  of  forty-one  social  workers  was  selected  and 
arrived  in  Europe  during  the  spring  and  summer  of  1021. 

After  making  an  official  reprirt  to  Dr.  Farrand,  Miss  Noyea 
recommended  that  a  public  health  nurse,  recognized  as  an 
authority  on  public  henhh  nursing,  be  sent  to  Europe  to  study 
public  health  nursing  iu  connection  with  the  child  welfare 
units.  She  felt  that  the  same  type  of  specialized  advice  for 
the  nursing  ser\nce  was  required  as  had  been  deemed  necessary 
for  the  social  service.  This  request  was  granted,  and  Mary  S. 
Gardner  was  8ecui*ed  an*!  left  early  in  May.  11^21,  arriving  in 
Paris  May  24  and  returning  September  21.  Miss  Gardner 
visited  Czecho-Slovakia,  Poland,  the  Baltic  States,  Austria, 
Serbia  and  France ;  also  the  cities  of  London  and 
Constantinople. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Central  Committee  held  at  National 
Headquarters,  January  29,  11321,  Dr.  A.  Ross  Uill  had  bt-en 
elected  vice-chairman  in  charge  of  foreign  operations.  Dr. 
Ilill  was  a  Nova  Scotian  by  birth,  had  studied  in  Germany  in 
1803  and  1804,  and  the  following  year  had  taken  his  Ph.D. 
from  Cornell.  Subsequently  he  taught  in  various  American 
universities,  the  subjects  claiming  hia  special  attention  being 
psychology  and  t^ducation.  In  1007  he  was  deau  of  the  College 
of  Arts  and  Sciences  at  Cornell^  and  the  following  year  bei'.ame 
president  of  the  University  of  Missouri,  a  post  in  which  his 
abilities  as  adnHnistrat^)r  came  iutt)  full  play.  Dr.  Hill  laid 
downi  his  presiilential  rolx^s  after  twenty-five  years  of  university 
service,  to  come  to  tlie  American  Red  Cross.  He  is  a  trustee 
of  the  Carnegie  Foundation,  was  formerly  a  member  of  the 
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Nntional   RcBoaroh   Council,   and  one  time  president  of   tin* 
Western  Philosophical  Aesociation. 

On  March  12  Dr,  Hill,  accompanied  by  Mr.  H.  S.  Bird  and 
Mr,  James  K.  McClintrnJc,  left  the  United  States  for  Euroj^e; 
Mr.  Charles  Scott,  Jr.,  followed  on  a  Inter  steamer.  Tbev  were 
all  members  of  a  body  known  as  the  European  Inquiry  Com- 
mittee, which  had  been  appointed  some  months  before  for  the 
purpose  of  studying  and  advising  upon  the  op<Tations  of  the 
Amerifuu  Red  Cross  in  Europe.  Dr.  Hill,  with  characteristic 
thoroughuGfis  and  singloneaa  of  purpose,  began  a  study  of  the 
existing  organisations  at  the  Paris  office  before  he  attemptcnl 
to  study  that  of  the  separate  Hureiius  or  the  field  work  in  con- 
nection with  this  proposed  cJiild  health  program.  The  result 
of  his  study  was  a  report  which  restated  the  program  of  the 
American  Red  Cross  in  Europe  and  grouped  the  future  opera- 
tions under  two  distinct  projects: 

1.    The  carrying  on  of  the  child  health  program. 

3.    The  de^te  liquidation  of  the  general  relief  program. 


After  thus  establishing  a  definite  working  basis,  Dr.  Hill 
returned  on  May  C,  1J»21,  to  the  Uuiteil  Statefi  to  pred<^nt  hi* 
report  to  the  Central  Committee  for  their  consideration.  The 
recommendations  were  approved  and  he  returned  to  Europe 
the  first  of  June  to  make  a  study  of  field  work  and  to  inittall 
the  child  health  program.  Colonel  Olds  and  Colonel  Kmer- 
pon  resigned  from  the  European  Commission  June  30,  11)21. 
Until  a  new  commissioner  was  selected  in  August,  1921,  Dr. 
Ilill  diwhurged  the  duties  of  that  office.  In  August,  however, 
Mr.  Ena'st  Bicknell  was  appointnd  as  acting  commissioner 
and  in  November,  the  Executive  Committee  appointed  him  M 
commissioner. 

Miss  Gardner  completed  her  tour  by  September,  but  did  not 
see  Dr.  Hill  until  he  also  rettimed  to  Paris  from  hi  of 

the  field  operations,  when  they,  together  with  Mi^'^  ^  on- 
f erred.  This  was  unfortunate^  but  under  the  circunuUDOM 
could  not  be  helped. 

At  that  time  the  date  for  terminating  the  healtli  work  of 
the  Red  Cross,  while  under  c<^n»ideration,  had  not  bc*rn  tixod. 
Miss  Carduc/s  obsi'rvations,  however,  were  mudo  with  U» 
know]e<lgi^  that  the  work  was  lemfwrary  in  character,  IniolU- 
gent  evaluation  under  these  ciretmi.<ttajicG9  was  very  difficult 
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As  Miss  Gardner's  report  covered  the  plan  of  the  activities, 
much  of  it  will  be  incorporated.  In  every  country  she  met 
the  majority  of  the  staff  nurses  Iwtli  in  conference  and  as  indi- 
viduals. She  saw  the  other  American  Red  Cross  personnel 
and  local  men  and  women  interested  in  the  work.  At  that  time 
ninety-eight  American  Red  Cross  nurses  were  in  Europe, 
exclusive  of  those  with  the  Near  East  Relief.  Miss  Gardner's 
n't  follows: 

There  is  a  certain  similarity  in  the  child  health  programs 
of  the  three  more  northern  countries  visited,  the  Baltic  Prov- 
inces. Poland  and  Czecho-Slovakia.  Serbia  will  also  be  con- 
fliderefl  with  this  group  hecftuse  thoiigh  work  in  Serbia  is 
carried  on  by  the  Serbian  Child  Welfare  AssoL-iationj  the 
stations  are  supported  by  lied  Cross  subsidy,  and  the  nurses 
are  Ked  Cross  nurses.  In  all  these  countries  child  health 
stations  have  been  establiphed  where  American  nurses  are  at 
work  with  native  doctors,  and,  in  all,  attempt  is  being  made 
to  train  in  a  pbort  period  of  time  native  young  women  to 
carry  on  the  work,  after  the  witlidrawal  of  the  American 
personnel,  pending  the  graduation  oi  nurses  from  the  newly 
established  nurses*  training  schools.  Details  differ  somewhat. 
In  tfie  Baltic  pnjvinces  over  a  hvnidred  child  health  stations 
were  already  establinhed  before  the  arrival  of  the  American 
nurses,  "Swesters,"  native  women  possessing  varying  degrees 
of  nursing  experience,  are  employed  for  dispensary  work  (sick 
and  well  baby  clinics)  and  liome  visiting.  The  work  of  the 
American  nurses,  therefore,  in  the  Baltic  provinces  will  con- 
sist not  in  Gstahlii^hing  health  stations  but  largely  in  teaching 
this  exi-^ting  group  of  women  the  American  technique  of 
their  work.  The  American  nurses  had  arrived  in  the  Baltic 
provinces  but  a  few  days  previous  to  my  visit,  and  actual 
work  had  not  yet  begun,  though  all  was  in  readiness  for  it 

In  Poland  the  plnn  is  one  of  demonstration,  a  nurse  and  a 
social  worker  going  to  a  town  for  the  primary  purpose  of 
establishing  a  dispensary  and  milk  station  (possibly  also  a 
small  hospital  if  such  is  needed)  and  moving  on  as  soon  as 
these  needs  are  obtained*  subsequent  visits  supplying  the  nec- 
essary stimulation  to  further  effort. 

In  Czecho-Slovakia  the  program  implies  the  establishment 
of  twenty-two  centers  (Government  geographical  units)  of  a 
model  type,  a  number  of  well  equipped  pnoms  with  laboratory 
facilities,  babies'  bathtubs,  etc..  in  addition  to  the  usual 
dispensary  equipment.  As  in  Poland  a  nurse  and  social 
worker  work  together  in  the  establishment  of  these  centers, 
but,  unlike  Poland,  the  American  personnel  remains  to  run  the 
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centers  after  establishment.  In  the  latter  part  of  Jnne,  the 
time  of  my  visit,  none  of  the  centers  were  in  actual  operation 
owing  to  delays  in  securing  rooms,  equipment,  etc.  The 
nurses  and  social  workers  were,  however,  for  the  most  part,  ia 
their  centers,  busy  about  the  necessary  preliminaries." 

In  Serbia  the  problem  prenonted  is  somewhat  different,  in 
that  Serbia  is  esseutially  an  agricultural  country.  The  sta- 
tions, ten  in  number,  are  all  located  in  small  villages  and 
serve  a  large  surrounding  rural  area.  At  each  station  are  two 
nurses,  one  working  in  the  dispensary  and  one  doing  the 
school  work  and  home  visiting.  Home  visits  are  made  by 
kola  (ox  cart)  or  on  horseback  and  often  involve  many  houn 
of  travel  for  a  single  patient.  In  Serbia,  adults,  U:»th  men 
and  women,  are  cared  for  at  the  dispensaries  and  by  the  visit- 
ing nurse. 

In  all  four  countries  classes  are  held  for  mothers  and 
expectant  mothers,  alw)  for  little  girln  ("little  mothers'*). 

The  question  of  governmental  support  has  been  variously 
met.  In  the  Baltic  proviui-es  tlie  governments  liave  been 
asked  to  make  no  immediate  promises,  but  to  study  for  them- 
selves the  workings  of  the  centers  with  a  view  to  a  later  take- 
over. As  the  American  Ked  Cross  commission  to  these  coon- 
tries  has  been  peculiarly  happy  in  its  relation  to  the  govern- 
ments and  has  succeeded  in  interesting  tliem  greatly  in  its 
health  work,  later  government  support  seems  exceedingly 
probable. 

In  Poland,  gnvcrnmcntul  support  has  not  been  simght  for 
various  well  considered  reasons.  The  work  in  I'oland  is 
carried  on  largely  through  a  Polish  national  so<*iety,  the 
P.  A.  K.  P.  D.  {PoUki  Ameryicanski  Komilet  Folocy  Dti^' 
ciom — Polish-American  Society  for  the  Pmmotion  of  Chil- 
dren), which  hsR  branches  throughout  all  of  Poland.  It  is 
through  the  P.  A.  K.  P.  t).  that  the  Ameri<-an  Helief  Aasocit- 
tioM  has  worked  in  its  big  task  of  feeding  the  children  of 
Poland. 

In  CTsecho-SIovakia  governmental  support  was  auurtd  }m*\ 
fore  launching  the  program. 

In  Serbia  an   interesting  situation  exists  peculiar  to  tht 
country.    The  first  start  of  the  commission  was  through  lo^al 
committees  of  the   National   Puhli*;   Health  Soi^iety.  n  t»<v1y- 
which  fortunately  proveil  too  weak  l>oth  centrally  an 
for  the  purpose.    Aboiit  the  time  of  my  visit  it  was  d-  • 

work   instead   thntugh  the   Peasants'   Cooperative  Hocietr,  a 
strong  national  organization  which  has  \n?vn  in  cxislenc*  for 
twenty-five  years  for  the  purpose  of  cooperative  btyrtng,  lod 
"  Eight  craters  open  Sept.  1. 
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on  which  it  seems  possible  to  graft  a  health  program,  bo 
making  use  of  a  fainiliary  argaiiizatioii  which  has  already 
gained  the  confidence  of  the  people  it  serves.  Its  local  com- 
mittees are  compoaed  of  the  peasants  themselves.  Though 
nou-governmental,  this  society  is  closely  allied  to  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Austria  presents  a  problem  quite  different  from  the  four 
countries  already  spoken  of.  Austnans  are  excellent  organ- 
izers, and  before  the  war  their  child  healtli  work  was  of  a  high 
standard.  The  work  of  the  Ameriuun  Red  Cross  in  Austria 
has  been  largely  confine*!  to  subsidy  an<l  the  supply  of  hospital 
and  Hispensary  equifiment  niul  the.  fhild  health  stations  are 
alreadv  served  by  woniL'U  nf  sufierior  type.  The  Austrian 
doctor  in  charge  of  the  child  health  stations  subsidized  by  the 
American  Ked  Cross  has,  however,  asked  for  the  services  of  an 
American  public  health  nurse  to  demonstrate  American 
methods  of  home  visiting.  At  the  time  of  my  visit  to  Vienna 
tlie  American  nurse  had  very  recently  arrived,  but  the  pros- 
pect of  effective  work  of  this  type  seemed  hopeful. 

The  effort  to  train  in  a  short  period  of  time  young  women 
to  replace  the  American  nurse,  pending  the  time  when  native 
graduate  nurses  will  be  nvailable,  has  been  in  every  country 
the  most  ditlicult  part  of  the  liealth  [irograms,  and  quite 
naturally  so,  because  the  work  required  of  such  an  individual 
does  not  differ  from  that  at  present  being  done  by  the  Ameri- 
can nurse  who  has  required  years  of  preparation  for  the  task. 
Two  methotlB  have  been  used,  individual,  teaching  in  the 
actual  (ield  of  work,  and  the  opening  of  courses,  four  to  six 
months  in  duration,  wliiih  are  attended  by  groups  of  students 
who  live  at  a  central  heaHquarters.  and  learn  through  both 
field  and  class  work  the  rudiments  of  health  visiting.  The 
girls  available  have  for  the  most  part  beeen  somewhat  below 
the  grade  desirable  for  the  nurses'  training  schools.  WTiether 
this  type  of  woman  ran,  after  a  short  period  of  training,  even 
partially  and  temporarily  till  the  place  required  of  her  can 
only  be  proved  by  a  longer  period  of  actual  experience. 

At  presentt  evidence  from  different  localities  is  conflict- 
ing. .  .  . 

Misa  Gardner  visited  the  five  schools  of  nursing,  all  of  which, 
with  the  exception  of  the  one  at  Belgrade,  had  been  organized 
by  American  Red  Cross  nurses. 

In  commenting  upon  them  she  stated: 

I  will  first  speak  briefly  of  the  training  school  .  .  .  though 
not  primarily  my  object  of  study,  but  as  all  public  health 
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work  18  dependent  upon  the  production  of  qualified  nurses 
mill  the  presL'Ut  child  welfare  programs  of  the  various  coun- 
tries all  imply  some  form  of  trained  native  personnel  for  their 
continuance  aeemed  desirable.  .  .  . 

There  are  many  ditKcultiee  involved  in  the  starting  of  a 
training  school  in  a  foreign  country,  eome  fundamental  and 
common  to  all  the  schools,  others  more  peculiarly  local.  I 
fee!  though  that  none  of  thcKe  difficulties  are  insurraoiintable 
and  that  tlie  Ameriiuu  nurses  engaged  in  this  work  are  per- 
forming a  task  in  the  highest  degree  useful  and  construc- 
tive. .  .  . 

The  establishment  of  training  achools  would  seem  in  this 
Bense  to  be  in  the  highest  degree  constructive,  for  it  is  planned 
to  train  women  who  when  graduated  will  take  over  the  re- 
sponsibility of  future  development  in  their  own  countries. 
Expenses  are  already  shared  or  met  by  the  local  communities, 
and  the  work  is  everywhere  being  done  with  a  minimum  of 
American  personnel.  .  .  . 

Misa  Gardner  concluded  her  report  with  some  specific  recom- 
mendiUions  which,  in  view  of  the  time  consumed  in  her  trip 
and  tho  pccnliiir  oomlitions  wliich  governed  the  undertaking, 
were  exceedingly  comprehensive  and  helpful: 

The  pxibli<'  health  programs  present  a  far  more  complicated 
problem  than  the  st  hooiji,  A  number  of  inhibitions  to  success- 
ful arromplishniciit  naturally  firescnt  themselves. 

1.  The  new  programs  re|diiL'C  the  former  infinitely  simpler 
and  naturally  more  ]H>pular  programs  of  relief.  Such  a 
chantre  is  fraught  with  ditliciiltitts  in  countries  brought  by  war 
and  sutFering  to  the  easy  acceptance  of  material  assistance, 

2.  The  personnel  for  the  new  programs  have  in  many 
instances  not  been  changed,  and  men  and  womeO  engaged 
for  quite  otiier  work  are  now  involved  in  a  most  ditlicult  form 
of  specitili^icd  hciilth  work  without  previous  preparation  for  it. 

3.  Most  of  the  efforts  toward  construftive  work  have  been 
built  on  the  American  conception  of  a  local  committee,  and 
its  assumed  feeling  of  responsibility  for  community  welfare. 
In  some  of  the  countries  altruism  seems  to  take  other  forms, — 
the  military  conception  of  patriotic  servire,  for  instance,  and  a 
committee  composed  of  the  so-called  representative  people  of 
a  cnmnuinity.  who  themselves  derive  nothing  from  the  pro- 
posed subjett,  is  a  less  familiar  vehicle  for  sustained  helpful- 
ness thfln  Amcri<'ans  always  realize. 

4.  A  type  itf  health  work  which  in  America  and  England 
ifl  of  exceedingly  slow  growth  is  in  I'-urope  being  undertaken 
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within  a  time  limit  which  would  at  home  be  cousidered  pro- 
hibitive. 

5.  Most  of  the  programs  arp  based  on  the  American  public 
health  nurse  as  a  vital  factor  in  its  accomplishment.  None  of 
the  countries  except  perhaps  Austria  postiefis  her  prototyp<> — 
years  of  education,  training,  uiul  discipline  have  gone  into  the 
making  of  an  American  nurse,  and  she  cannot  be  reproduced 
in  any  short  period  of  preparation. 

G,  I'ossibly  most  important  of  all  is  the  different  estimate 
placed  in  some  of  the  countries  upon  human  life,  and  espe- 
cially child  life.  When  all  is  said  and  done  the  saving  of  an 
individual  child's  life  is  not  always  considered  a  matter  of 
great  importance,  an  attitude  of  mind  difficult  for  Americans 
to  understand  but  one  having  a  vast  influence  upon  the  whole 
situation. 

That  tlie^e  difficulties  and  inhibitions  have  been  met  and 
overcome  as  suucessfully  as  they  have,  speaks  well  for  the 
American  workers.  The  degree  of  artificial  stinmlation  em- 
ployed, however,  nhoiikl  he  a  matter  for  serious  consideration. 
Stimulation  has  its  place,  but  is  only  of  any  permanent  value 
if  it  can  ultimately  be  withdrawn  with  safety. 

The  readiness  of  the  countries  to  receive  the  kind  of  help 
offered  is  of  court-e  the  crux  of  the  whole  matter.  The  fact 
that  sucii  a  desire  has  had  to  be  artificially  stimulated  in 
every  country  but  Austria  does  not  necessarily  militate  against 
the  plan,  but  clear  analysis  is  made  difficult  by  the  fact  that 
a  certain  amount  of  material  benefit  in  the  way  of  supplies, 
subsidy,  etc.,  has  necessarily  formed  a  part  of  the  educational 
effort. 

A  big  piece  of  demonstration  work  has  been  carried  on  over 
a  wide  area  of  European  territory.  Many  of  the  demonstra- 
tions have  been  good,  some  have  served  their  purpose  in  that 
they  have  been  closely  and  intelligently  watched  by  thoiie 
likely  to  profit  by  the  object  lessons.  .  .  , 

For  the  future,  Miss  Gardner  felt  that  several  courses  were 
open; 

I  1,    A  complete  witlidrawa!  of  all  American  personnel  and 

money  witbin  the  next  ten  or  twelve  months.  Tlus  could 
probably  be  r.ccomplished  without  Iosh  of  Hed  Cross  dignity 
or  prestige  if  plans  were  inaugxirated  at  once. 

2.  A  prolonged  stay  of  a  number  of  years  M'ith  less  stimu- 
lation and  less  intensive  effort.  This  would  imply  a  wholly 
different  point  of  view  on  the  part  of  the  personnel,  an  atti- 
tude more  nearly  approaching  that  of  the  missionaries  who 
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neither  seek  nor  expect  injmetliate  results,  but  who  measure 
success  by  decades,  and  who  expect  to  give  years  of  continuous 
service. 


Between  those  two  extremes  were  two  others 


A.  After  the  retirement  of  the  Ameriean  commissions  i 
limited  subsidy  could  be  left  to  be  administereti  by  native 
groupK  under  certain  stipulated  conditions. 

B.  In  additiou  to  sucli  subsidy  or  without  it,  a  tiny  Ameri- 
can |K;rsoiinel  could  be  left,  not  more  than  two  or  tlirt-e 
people,  one  of  whom  should  be  a  veil  equipped  public  health 
nurse  who  would  act  in  an  advisory  capacity  eitlier  to  the 
subsidized  bodies  or  to  thone  desiring  Ruch  assistance. 

The  last  plan,  though  possessing  many  advantages,  should 
not,  I  believe,  be  unreservedly  recommended  for  alt  countriw*. 
I  think  the  time  will  soon  have  come  when  a  ecesation  of 
outside  stimulation  is  to  be  depired.  If  at  the  end  of  another 
eight,  ten  or  twelve  months  such  an  American  advisory  servire 
is  not  very  generally  and  sincerely  wanted  and  asked  for,  ii 
should  not,  in  my  opinion,  be  offered,  certainly  not  for  tiw 
mere  object  of  tying  a  string  to  a  subsidy. 

The  task  which  confronted  the  Red  Cross  administrative 
workers  in  Paris,  medical  directors,  nurst»a  and  social  workers 
in  the  tield,  was  mimumental.  It  meant  not  only  the  organi/a- 
tion  of  local  committees  and  the  building  up  of  local  inter^'st. 
but  the  physical  task  of  organizing  and  o})ening  np  child  health 
centers.  Then  there  was  the  work  of  selecting  and  training 
local  nurses  and  health  visitors.  This  entailed  special  courses 
for  the  latter  at  Cracow,  Prague  and  elsewhere,  for  iJie  former 
a  preparation  by  special  courses  in  connection  witlj  the  new 
BcJbools  of  nursing  at  imiversities,  of  wbicb,  for  examploy 
school  at  Dorput,  Esthonia,  under  the  direction  of  Ui 
Vanghanf  was  one. 

While  the  child  health  work  had  l>een  discunsiMi  sinw  car! 
1D20,  and  its  development  aiithoriKe<l,  a  tinat  plan  of  ni 
zation  had  not  lK»en  formnlated  until   1!)21.     However,  wii 
the  simplification  of  central  administration  and  with  the  kn< 
edge  that  to  the  Aniericnn   K»h1  Croaa^  as  a  member  of 
European  Relief  C\Mincil  and  be<*aufle  *tf  sur^'eys  mad*'  hv  R«l 
Cross  (loctors  and  nursos,  had  been  allocated  the  mndical  aji4 
social  care  of  the  children^  gradnftlly  the  activttiM  aeeiiMd  (0 
group  themselves  into  two  classes: 


.^ 
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t    "whi 


First.  Child  lleaiik  Centers. 
Which  mi^ht  bp  ambulatoria,  children's  hoBpitals  or  chil- 
dren's war<b.  milk  stations,  dinios  for  the  examination, 
weighing  and  measuring  of  children,  also  special  areas  for 
intensive  pre-natal  work,  as  a  community  demonstration  were 
included. 

Second.  Educational  Work. 
Pre-natal  and  post-ntital  instruction  for  mothers,  instruction 
in  Home  Hyg-ieno  and  Care  of  the  Sick,  care  of  children, 
child  health  propapanda  for  the  generiil  public,  and  instruc- 
tion in  public  health  nursing  to  graduate  nurses  as  in  Aus- 
tria, Baltic  Stfltes  and  Czecho-Slovakia,  as  well  as  on  health 
visitors  at  Cracuw.  in  order  that  personnel  should  be  devel- 
oped to  **carry  on*'  after  the  withdrawal  of  the  American 
Red  Cross. 


"Modifioatioua  of  the  goneral  plan  were  nsed  in  each  coimtvy 
■where  the  American  Rod  Cross  f>perated.  In  the  main,  the 
field  supervision  included  one  or  two  American  doctors,  a  su- 
pervising nurse  and  a  social  worker;  to  the  centers  were  as- 
signe<l  local  doctors,  an  American  nurse,  also  a  local  nurse 
where  one  existed  and  from  two  to  four  student  health  visitors. 
From  the  central  office  medical,  nursing  and  social  direction 
waa  given  by  American  personnel,  which  included  well-known 
specialists  mvh  as  Dr.  J.  11.  Mason  Knox  and  On  Pliillip 
Jeans  and  also  Dr.  Hugh  ^Manning  for  gejieral  medicul  supervi- 
sion. General  nursing  ilirection  was  given  by  qunlilied  public 
health  nurses,  Mrs.  Elsboth  Vaughau  for  Czeeho-Slovakia, 
Poland  and  the  Baltic  States;  Miss  Sophie  C.  Nelson  for  the 
Balkan  States,  Austria.  Hungary  and  Serbia.  Tioth  of  these 
nurses  had  been  assigned  as  assistants  in  Miss  Hay  in  l'J21. 
With  this  organization  a  clearer  understanding  of  the  work 
was  gradually  acquired. 

In  Austria  one  hundred  and  one  centers  were  established. 
Here,  as  well  as  in  Hungary,  the  nurses,  with  the  exception 
of  the  supervisors,  were  natives.  In  the  Baltic  States  there 
were  by  July  of  1921  sixty-six  centers,  in  September  one 
hundred  and  forty,  this  rapid  expansion  occurring  before  the 
arrival  of  the  American  Red  Cross  nurses.  These  centers 
were  reduced  on  January,  11)22,  to  fifty-six»  by  May  of  1922 
all  the  centers  were  staffed  by  native  personnel.  In  Czecho- 
slovakia twenty-one  centers  were  established.  In  Hungury 
there  were  fifty.     In  Montenegro  eleven  were  maintained.    In 
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Poland  one  hundred  and  fifty-six  ambulatoria  and  sixty-nine 
centers  were  organized  inid  when  tho  Red  Cross  withdrew 
over  twenty  thousand  children  were  registered  and  under 
BuperviBion  and  tivo  thousand  expectant  mothers  were  receiving 
practical  instnu'tinn.  In  Roumania  the  American  Rod  Cross 
work  passed  (hrough  various  8ta<res:  Flrt^t,  the  American  Red 
Cross  commission  lind  devehipcd  f^'iicral  and  medi'^ul  relief 
until  ll>iiO.  Theu,  upon  the  withdrawal  of  the  commission, 
six  Ameriwin  Reil  Cross  nurses  had  been  left  with  Lady 
Paget's  ^lission,  hut  were  fiiuilly  withdrawn.  Later  one  Amer- 
ican Red  Cross  nurse,  Miss  Agnes  Von  Kurowsky,  was  as- 
signed to  Roumania  and  worked  with  the  Junior  Red  Cross 
until  Novemlwr,  11*21.  Liiter  the  Government  assumed  the 
responsibility  for  the  baby  clinic  at  Breaza,  which  she  had 
supervised.  In  Serbia  the  American  Child  Welfare  Associa- 
tion, subsidized  by  the  American  Red  Cix>88  and  supplied  with 
American  Red  Cross  nurses,  developed  ten  stations  and  con- 
ducted a  health  workers'  course.  In  connection  with  the  work 
local  committees  w^eio  formed,  contracts  were  made  with  local 
agencies  and  local  personnel  were  trained.  In  some  instances 
clothing  was  supplied  and  layettes  in  largo  numbers  were  dis- 
tributed. Food  was  usually  distributed,  however,  through  the 
local  or  State  representatives  of  the  American  Relief  Associa- 
tion, tiuvh  as  the  P.  S.  K.  P.  I),  of  Poland  or  other  agencies. 
That  Dn  Hill  had  his  miufl  Hxed  njxni  a  given  date  as  lui 
objective  toward  which  to  work  is  Itest  told  in  his  own  words: 

In  organizing  the  child  health  centers  of  the  American 
Red  Cross  in  Kurope,  it  was  my  notion  in  .luly,  1921,  that  in 
some  countries  at  lea.^t  a  period  of  two  years  wouUl  be  neces- 
sary for  effective  operation.  But  by  Octohcr,  after  I  had 
truvcleri  over  the  tiehl  and  visited  the  eentery  already  in  opera- 
tion, I  reaehoi]  the  oonehision  tiint,  while  it  would  probably 
take  more  than  two  years  for  the  American  Red  Cross  to  carry 
the  firugraiu  to  a  thoroughly  yatisfattory  ilemonstration,  yet 
in  one  year  it  would  probably  he  possible  to  convince  local 
agencies  of  the  possibility  and  desirability  of  their  taking 
responsibility  for  the  continuation  of  the  work.  This  opinion 
was  contirnied  liy  a  conference  with  Miss  Gardner  just  before 
her  return  from  Kurone. 

Accorvlin>rly,  throu^jhotit  the  year  an  effort  was  made  to 
encourage  local  participation  in  the  progrntu  ami  to  develop 
local  agenries  and  loeal  person iieh  From  correspondent* 
with  the  Commissioner  for  Europe  and  from  the  reports  of 
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the  directors  of  field  operations,  it  became  dear  that  the 
transfer  to  local  agencieft  by  July  1,  1922,  was  not  only 
feasible  but  wise,  even  if  that  involved  the  granting  of  sub- 
pitlies  in  noine  instances  to  these  local  agenciea  for  the  firi^t 
year  of  their  operation.  Accordingly,  the  Central  Committee 
at  a  nieetiug  held  February  17,  1922,  took  the  following 
action : 

g That  it  IB  the  sense  of  the  Central  Committee  that  the 

^^^  Her]  Vtohs  i^huuUI  cunclude  its  work  itt  Kuro;H\  with  the 

^^Bf  exception  of  certain  activitiea  ut  the  Junior  Hed  Cross. 

^^F  on  June  Mi,  1022,  this  resolution  being  subject  to  the 

^^^  following  conditions : 

I  I.    It  is  recognized  in  order  to  secure  the  transfer  of 

I^^^^H  Hed  Cross  activitie8  to  other  agencies  with  the  least 

^^^^^r  possible  loss  of  value  tlmt  the  Red  Cross  may  continue 

^^^^^V  a  certain  amount  of  ^uporvibion  and  in  special  cases 

^^^^^^  render  teni])orary  assintiince  of  an  incidental  imture 

^^^^^  to  the  agencies  taking  over  these  activities,  etc. 

^^B  Of  course  the  action  referred  to  had  reference  to  the  child 

f  health  program  only,  and  did  not  mean  the  discontinuance  of 

I  the  work  of   training  nurses,  nor  of  the  relief  to  Russian 

I  refugees  in  Constantinople^  nor  of  the  furnishing  of  medical 

I  and  hospital  supplies  to  Soviet  Russia. 

That  the  personnel  worked  ns  a  team  is  demonstrated  by 
the  fact  that  by  July  1,  ll*:i2,  nearly  all  the  field  workers  were 
relcaseii.  The  cxecptiona  were  certain  nurses  whose  services 
were  in  connection  with  tlie  schools  and  Mrs.  Heilman  in 
Greece.  The  xVintTican  Rcil  Cross  made  provision  for  Mrs. 
Heilman 's  salary  until  July  1,  1922,  a  date  on  which  it  was 
assumed  locally.  The  services  of  Miss  Elizabeth  Miirslmll 
were  retained  until  October,  1922,  in  Constantinople,  where 
she  had  Ixicn  assigned  to  develop  public  liealth  nursing  for  the 
acluHji  i>f  nursing  there.  Also  here  and  there  in  Eastern 
Europe  was  left  a  nurse  advisor — Mrs.  Vaughan  for  tho  Baltic 
States  and  Poland;  Misa  Xelstui  for  geuoral  Hupcrvision  of 
the  Balkans,  Austria  and  ITungary ;  Miss  Schaub  in  Hungary, 
and  Miss  Torrance  in  Cze<dm-Slnvakia.  Thus  the  nurses  who 
had  been  first  in  the  field  were  the  last  to  leave.  Miss  Hay, 
in  spite  of  her  desire  **to  see  it  through,"  had  been  obliged  to. 
return  to  America  June  4,  1022,  be<;ausc  of  tUe  illness  of  a. 
member  of  her  family.  Mrs.  Vaughan  was  left  in  general 
charge.  She,  however,  was  also  oblig^t-d  for  similar  reast^ns 
to  leave  in  September,  1D22,     Miss  Nelson  thus  remained  as 
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the  representative  of  the  Nursing  Service  until  snch  time 
us  it  was  doemed  wise  to  leave  the  comniitteea  without  special 
advice,  and  until  the  last  of  the  field  nurses  were  withdrawn. 
The  organization  of  the  child  health  work  under  the  Amer- 
ican Red  Cross  appeared  to  be  slow  in  getting  under  way,  but 
the  rapidity  which  characterizc<l  its  later  dovelopraent  ami  the 
iinal  withdrawal  of  the  majority  of  the  American  workcra  by 
July  1,  V*i'22y  may  well  lead  to  speculation  as  to  its  real  value 
and  permanency.  As  a  demonstration,  even  though  there  may 
l>c  some  criticism  of  the  American  Red  Cross  for  trying  to 
develop  in  a  short  time  under  most  difficult  conditions  a  tvpc 
of  work  that  usually  required  a  longer  period  even  in  America, 
we  believe  it  was  valuable.  The  minds  of  the  people  were 
directed  towards  positive  health  as  an  obje<.'tive.  The  instruc- 
tion of  thousands  of  women  and  g^irls  in  personal  hy^^iene,  in 
the  care  and  feeding  ai;d  proper  clothing  of  children  and  the 
emphasis  placed  by  the  American  nurses  by  precept  and 
example  u]X)n  the  importance  of  good  nursing  service  to  the 
sick  as  well  as  health  nursing  cannot  have  been  entirely  lost. 

The  island  possessions  of  the  United  States  also  profited  by 
the  skill  and  devotion  of  American  Red  Cross  nurses.  Their 
services  were  lirst  culled  for  in  ItHO  and  at  the  closing  date 
of  this  history,  June  30.  VJ2'2^  numerous  types  of  nursing 
activities  were  in  process  of  active  development.  Adminis- 
trative details  in  connection  with  this  insular  nursing  service 
were  conducted  through  the  Ilepartment  of  iN^ursing  of  the 
Insular  and  Foreign  division  of  the  American  Red  Cross,  of 
which  Miss  Ida  F.  Butler  was  director.  The  islands  in  the 
Atlantic  Ocean  to  which  American  Red  Cross  nurses  were 
assigned  were  Santo  Domingo  and  Porto  Rico  of  the  West 
Indian  Group  and  the  Virgin  Islan<ls,  which  Avere  hx-ated  east 
of  the  Went  Indies;  those  in  the  Pacific  were  the  Hawaiian 
and  Hie  Philippine  Islands. 

When  tlic  United  States  Marines  were  sent  in  1010  to  police 
the  Island  of  Santo  Domingo,  the  Medical  Corps  of  the  United 
States  Navy  sent  a  complement  of  Navy  surgeons,  sanitary 
oificers  and  enlisted  men  with  them,  and  these  medical  men 
of  the  Navv  ser^'cd  as  sanitary  ofiieera  of  the  island.  Thro\igh 
them  the  Dominican  Republic  called  upon  the  American  Red 
Cross  to  assign  nurses  to  service  there,  the  Republic  to  provide 
salaries,  transportation  and  maintenance,  the  Nursing  Service 
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to  select  the  nurses,  to  act  as  the  intermediary  for  the  Govern- 
ment and  to  advise  and  direct  the  nurses*  work.  From  1919, 
and  up  to  June,  1022,  ten  American  Red  Cross  nurses,  Mary 
Muriel  Cameron,  Marie  F.  Falconer,  Mabel  Dershem,  Eliza- 
Ix'tli  Wri^'ht,  Henrietta  Wiltzius,  Clara  J.  Farnsworth,  Eliza- 
Wth  Hunt,  Miiry  E.  Shaueman,  Agues  Meyer  and  Elizabeth 
Miller,  were  on  duty  on  the  island. 

The  tyj>e  of  service  which  these  nurses  met  included  the 
reor^nizatifm  and  direction  of  hospitals,  the  eatal>lishment  of 
dispensaries  and  the  organization  of  classes  of  instruction.  In 
addition  there  was  the  actual  routine  of  nursing  work,  in  which, 
under  conditions  next  to  inijxtssiblc,  they  performed  almost 
superhuman  nursing  tasks.  Some  attempt  was  made  to  train 
young  women  in  the  principles  and  practice  of  nursing,  but 
the  chief  uccooiplishuient  iu  this  field  hiy  in  the  practical 
phnscs  and  Htth^  was  done  toward  the  organization  of  sclnxda 
or  the  8tundnnlization  of  nursing  education.  In  the  majority 
of  Dominican  hospitals  the  nursing  service  was  under  the 
management  of  religious  Sisterhoods. 

The  experiences  of  the  nurses  were  more  or  less  the  same, 
and  an  extract  from  a  letter  written  bv  iliss  Wiltzius  to  Miss 
Noyes  on  Augtiat  5,  ll.)22,  will  serve  as  an  ilhistration  of  the 
difficulties  under  which  they  all  worked.  Miss  Wiltzius  was 
on  duty  at  the  hospital  at  Santiago.     She  wrote: 

When  I  tell  ynu  that  it  is  the  dirtiest,  most  neglected  place 
J  Imve  (?ver  liecii  in,  vou  tan  guesH  that  it  is  terrible,  for  I  have 
seen  and  helped  "clean  up'*  a  few  unsightly  so-called  hospitals 
before  this. 

Not  one  nx»m  is  in  any  kind  of  order.  The  bednifle  tables 
serve  as  individual  medicine  cases,  clothes  lockers  and  food 
containcrH.  .  .  .  The  sanitary  arrangements  arc  unspeakable. 
.  .  .  Soiled  linen,  garbage  and  used  gauze  are  thrown  out  of  the 
windows  or  in  some  corner.  When  a  new  bed  is  needed,  it  is 
set  up.  There  is  no  puch  thing  as  spacing  the  beds  at  regular 
intervals  in  the  wards.  .  .  , 

The  huthjings  themselves  are  very  nice  and  when  they  are 
painted  and  connected  hy  covered  corrirlors  I  tliink  this  can 
be  made  the  prettiest  hospital  on  the  island.  Lornted  as  it  is 
on  the  outskirts  of  the  town,  with  the  mountains  behind  it, 
the  situation  is  ideal. 

Miss  Wiltzius'  advent  had  not  been  greeted  with  enthusiasm 
by  the  native  doctor  in  charge  of  the  hospital  at  Santiago,  but 
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after  some  weeks  '*he  seems  to  have  ceased/'  wrote  Miss 
WiltxiuB,  "to  regard  the  American  nurse  as  a  necessary  evil 
and  tho.  air  is  not  as  frigid  as  on  the  first  day." 

Miss  Wiltzius'  living  qnarU^rs  were  almost  as  primitive 
as  were  conditions  in  the  hospital.     She  wrote: 

I  am  living  with  a  very  nice  native  family  downtown  be- 
cautte  the  liospital  Ib  in  an  undesirable  neighborhood.  This 
family,  however,  lives  at  some  distance  from  the  hospital 
but  I  have  a  ''t^ea-going  hack*'  which  takes  me  back  and  forth. 
The  arrangement  is  Rutisfflctory  when  it  comes,  but  it  ia  dis- 
couraging to  have  to  wait  and  then  walk.  The  two  nM)init  I 
occupy  are  on  the  street  with  only  one  door  for  ventilation 
and  ligiit.  I  did  feel  verj'  "shut  iu"  after  Seybo  but  now 
that  I  have  a  cot  and  sleep  on  a  balcony,  it  seemn  wonderful. 
Down  here  on  the  street  I  had  no  air  and  the  dust  just  ponr* 
in.    The  Marines  were  very  good  about  getting  me  *'fixe<l.*' 

Commander  I.  S.  K.  Reaves,  Marine  Corps,  United  8ta< 
Navy,  whose  effort  to  improve  health  and  sanitary  conditio! 
had  borne  such  tine  fruit,  spoke  appreciatively  in  a  letter  of 
June  27,  1922,  of  the  nurses  and  their  work : 

Yon  have  sent  me  nurses  of  the  most  superior  type,  They 
are  a  credit  to  your  organization  and  a  pride  and  joy  to  mine. 
I  cannot  say  t(»o  much  in  praise  of  your  choline  and  take  thi* 
opportunity  to  thank  you  again. 

Under  the  direction  of  the  United  States  Navy  docton, 
acted  as  sanitary  officers,  and  because  of  the  energetic 
devoted  work  of  the  Red  Cross  nurses  the  honpitaU  w>*re 
gradual!}'  developed  into  first-class  institutions.  Great  im- 
provcnutnt  took  place  in  the  nursing  care  of  tho  sick,  and 
through  dispensaries  a  better  knowledge  of  personal  bjgieiu) 
and  health  conditions  was  disseminated. 

This  Ijiat  phase  of  the  sanitary  program  in  Santo  Doiiuni^o 
was  greatly  assisted  by  classes  in  Home  Hygiene  and  Care  of 
the  Sick,  which  was  given  by  Isabel  Hall  Rasken.  Mrs.  Baaken 
was  u  native  of  the  Dominican  Republic  and  a  graduate  of 
Lincoln  Hospital  School  of  Nursing  in  New  York.  In  April, 
1P20,  tihc  was  appointcil  as  an  instructor  of  this  course  and  was 
energetic  in  organizing  classes  among  the  women  and  vuonir 
girls  of  that  country.     In  a  period  of  two  years  fifty 
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instructedj  forty-one  received  certificates.  Mrs.  Basken  alao 
translated  aectiona  of  the  textbook  on  Home  Hygiene  and  Care 
of  the  Sick  into  Spanish. 

Another  ishmd  pciiiseasiou,  Porto  Rico,  asked  in  the  early 
montha  of  1021  for  a  public  health  nurse.  Here  there  was  a 
•well  organized  Chapter  which  had  been  excee<liugly  active 
during  the  war,  with  Mr.  Knowlton  Mixer  as  executive  secre- 
tary. KatLleeii  D'Olier,  whose  fine  work  in  dcivoloping  the 
child  welfare  work  in  Greece  has  already  been  described  and 
who  had  resigned  from  that  iield  in  December,  1U20,  was 
secured.  She  sailed  April  23,  1921,  and  in  her  first  report 
wrote: 

The  Nursing  Center  of  the  Porto  Rico  Chapter,  American 
l\ed  Cross,  opened  its  oHire  May  'M,  The  staff  consisted  of 
the  fiupervisiug  nurse  [Miss  D'Olier].  two  staff  nurses  and 
two  part  time  doctors.  .  .  .  Tho  aim  of  our  work  it«  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  infant  death  rate.  .  .  .  The  death  rate  among 
infants  under  one  year  in  Porto  Rico  is  llfi  per  1000  births. 
,  .  .  The  nt'cd  for  the  pre-natal  clinic  is  demonstrated  by  the 
death  of  a  lar^e  muubor  of  children  before  reaching  the  age 
of  one  month,  nr  even  one  week.  .  .  .  WTiile  we  are  chiefly 
interested  in  the  mother  and  baby,  once  we  enter  a  home  we 
make  the  family  the  unit  of  our  work. 


Miss  D^Olier  found  a  virgin  field  with  but  few  nurses, 
graduates  from  the  local  schools,  that  might  be  secured  to 
assist  her.  The  standards  of  nursing  were  low.  While  a 
registration  law  existed,  its  provisions  were  not  maintained  or 
enforced.  Miss  D'Olior  urge<l  Red  Cross  participation  in  the 
organization  of  a  school  of  nursing  at  San  Juan  similar  to 
those  sponsored  by  the  Red  Cross  in  Europe.  A  plan  and 
recommendations  were  prepared  and  presented,  but  these  were, 
at  the  time  of  writing,  still  awaiting  confirmatory  assurances 
from  the  local  authorities  upcm  certain  points  regarded  as 
essential  to  a  cooperative  enterprise.  After  a  year's  service, 
Miss  D'Olier  returned  to  the  United  States  for  conference  and 
a  vacation.  The  climatic  conditions  and  the  difficulties  inci- 
dent to  a  fiehl  where  8000  active  cases  of  tuberculosis  alone 
needed  attention,  the  charge  of  a  sanatorium  accommodating 
87,  with  a  waiting  list  of  400,  made  a  change  and  rest  advis- 
able.   After  a  month  in  this  country  she  ret\irned  to  San  Juan. 

Two  Porto  Rican  nurses,  graduates  of  St.  Luke^s  Memorial 
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Hospital  School  at  Ponce,  were  brought  to  the  United  States 
on  Red  Cross  scholarships.  They  rt-tumed  in  June,  li'22. 
and  were  assigned  to  dnty  as  assistants  to  Miss  D'Olier.  This 
increase  of  staff  relieved  in  a  meusure  the  strain.  Miss  IVOIier 
and  her  staff  helped  to  develop  clinics  of  various  typ<»»,  home 
visiting  and  courses  of  instruction,  throe  phases  of  the  Reil 
Cross  program  which  will  unquestionahly  help  to  develop  a 
higher  sense  of  comnmuity  responsibility  and  a  better  iinder- 
fitaitding  of  good  health  requirements. 

Ixwatcil  some  fi»rty  miles  east  of  Porto  Rioo  were  the  Virgin 
Islands,  which  the  United  States  had  pnrchascil  from  Den- 
mark on  ^larch  31,  1U17,  with  a  United  States  Treasury  war- 
rant for  $2r),000,000.*^  This  transaction  chiaed  a  question 
which  had  Ihhmi  an  open  one  for  fifty  years.  Wireless  message 
were  sent  on  that  day  to  the  Danish  and  American  authorities 
to  lower  the  Danish  flags  and  raise  the  Stars  and  Stripes,  A 
representative  of  the  Navy  Department  was  assigned  by  Secre- 
tary Daniels  to  assiuue  governmental  responfiibilitiea  until  the 
permanent  government  had  U»en  determined  uf>oa  by  Crui». 
The  total  area  of  the  islands  amounteil  to  one  hundred  and 
thirty-eight  stjuaro  miles  and  the  total  |>opulatiou,  ac^noniing 
to  a  census  taken  in  11*1 1,  was  27.()K!J  persons,  of  whom  a  large 
number  were  negroes.  The  chief  islands  of  the  group  were  Si. 
Thomas,  St.  Cmlx  and  St.  John. 

Less  than  a  month  after  Secretary  Lansing  had  oonjiununAted 
the  purchase  of  the  Virgin  Islamls,  the  Unitinl  Sfut<'«  declared 
war  upon  Germany.  Through  its  Insular  and  Foreign  Divi- 
sion, the  American  Rwl  Cross  subsequently  organizc<l  ChaptcrB 
for  war  work  in  the  newly-acquin^l  territory.  Whc^a  Mr. 
Frederick  A.  Aloran,  a  field  r<»prcttentativo  of  the  In5ular  and 
Foreign  Division,  made  a  visit  in  June.  1020,  to  the  Virgin 
Islands,  he  found  that  the  Chapters  at  St.  Thomas  and  St 
Croix  were  still  active  and  were  interested  in  ihr  pracf*  pixv 
gram  of  the  Red  Cn)ss.  His  first  nq>ort  to  iQ^ationnl  Head- 
quarters \irged  the  assignment  of  two  nurses,  one  to  St.  Thooxu 
and  St.  John,  the  other  to  St.  Croix 

When  the  sanitary  officers  of  the  United  Stato-*  Xary  had 
first  come  to  the  Virgin  Islands,  th<'y  had  authorised  the  esta^ 
lishment  of  schools  of  nursing.  The  work  ineid<mt  tbcfvla 
had  not,  however,   progrosstnl  very  far  and   but   two 


»  "The  Kiirnp«in  War,"  Kew  York  Timet  Current  IlUtorr.  Vol  XI,  Wit 
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turscs  had  l)oeii  graduated.  With  the  support  of  the  othor 
physicians,  Dr.  Mink,  (^hii^f  Mcilittal  Aid,  Navy  Deparfrnciit, 
iirgcwi  the  assipinu^nt  nf  Aini'ricjui  livil  Cross  public  health 
nurses  t/i  inaiiptrate  healtli  work  in  the  public  schools.  Thus 
the  services  of  the  two  nnraes  requested  by  Mr.  Moran  were  to 
be  utilized  in  school  nursing,  whirh  was  t-o  serve  as  an  entering 
wedge  until  the  training  school  project  could  he  taken  up 
again. 

Miss  Butler  secured  Florence  C.  Freeman  and  Ruth  C. 
Waterbury  to  develop  the  nursing  program  in  the  Virgin 
Islands.  Miss  Waterbury  was  a  graduate  of  the  Hopkins 
School  and  was  a  highly  qualiKed  public  health  nurse.  She 
was,  moreover,  familiar  with  the  American  Red  Cross  Nursing 
Service,  because  she  had  served  as  a  nurse  member  of  the  Com- 
missiou  for  Poland. 

The  two  nurses  arrived  at  St.  Thomas  on  Novonil)er  4,  1920. 
Miss  AVaterbury  had  been  instnictetl  to  act  as  sujmrvisor  of 
all  the  nursing  work  in  the  islands,  so  she  set  up  headquarters 
at  8t.  Thomas.  Mias  Freeman  proceeded  to  St.  Croix.  Both 
nurses  began  immediately  the  development  of  the  scliool  nursing 
program. 

Iheir  work  met  with  appreciation  and  success.  The  St. 
Thomas  Mail  Notes  for  June  5,  1U21,  contained  the  following 
statements ' 


I  would  further  call  your  attention  to  the  splendid  work 
in  the  line  nf  st'hool  nursing  accomplishcil  in  the  past  year. 
Of  the  19!V^  children  enrolled  in  all  the  schools,  public,  pri- 
vate and  parfxhiai,  1701  have  hppn  carpfnlly  examined  and 
in  the  iage.u  found  defective  appropriate  action  was  taken  to 
correct  such  defects. 

For  thip  noble  work  we  are  indebted  to  the  Red  Cross  and 
most  especiiilly  to  Miss  Waterbury  of  that  service,  backed 
most  rnnlially  by  the  Government  and  medical  officers  and  all 
school  officials. 


Inevitably  there  were  many  discouragements  encountered  in 
a  new  venture  of  this  type  in  a  recently  acquired  possession 
where  many  of  the  **lpft-ovcr*'  officials  from  the  previous 
regime  were  certainly  not  enthusiastic,  if  not  openly  hostile 
to  new  methods  and  thu  intnMluction  of  new  syatems.  Hap- 
hazard,   easy-going    administrations    do    not    constitute    the 
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happiest  foundation  upon  which  to  build  a  more  rigid,  thorough 
and  progressive  system. 

In  the  late  summer  of  1021  Miss  Waterbury  began  to  U^e] 
the  strain  and  went  back  to  the  United  States  for  a  rest  and 
conference  with  National  Ileadquarters.  Miss  Freeman  had 
resigned  the  previous  May.  Miss  Waterbury  returnwl  to  St 
Thomas  on  September  15  and  took  with  her  an  assistant  nurse^ 
ElizalH'th  S.  Robinson^  who  was  assigned  to  st'h«>)l  iinr&iug  at 
8t.  Croix  and  Fredorikstcd,  The  work  at  Frcderikstetl  de- 
veloped so  rapidly  that  another  American  Red  Croas  nuwe, 
Alice  F.  Stenholra,  was  assigned  on  January  4,  1022^  solely 
for  duty  there.  As  the  months  passe<l  health  centers  were 
established  l>nth  at  Frederiksted  and  Christiansted  in  addition 
to  school  nursing.  Classes  were  held  and  native  nurse  assistanta 
were  secured  and  trained.  That  the  work  had  local  govern- 
mental stipport  is  shown  by  the  special  order  issued  by  the 
governor,  which,  under  date  of  September  25,  1921,  supported 
the  public  health  nursing  program,  announced  the  appoint- 
ment of  Miss  Waterbury  as  the  supervising  Red  Cross  8chf)ol 
nurse  of  all  schrxtl  nursing  in  the  islands  and  indicatr^d  the 
centers  of  development  as  St.  Thomas,  Christiansted  and  St 
Croix,  Some  months  later  Miss  Waterbury  was  asked  to  serve, 
in  addition  to  her  work  as  supervisory  nurae,  as  the  general 
field  representative  of  the  American  Red  Cross  in  the  Virgin 
Islands,  an  arduous  program  for  one  person  to  carry,  but  uno 
for  which  her  training  and  enthusiasm  made  her  well  fittrd. 
From  time  to  time  the  nurses  of  her  staff  returned  to  the 
United  States,  for  any  nursing  service  in  the  tropics  is  a  severe 
one,  and  new  nurses  were  sent  to  fill  their  phires. 

From  the  date  of  Miss  Waterbnry's  return  to  the  Virgin 
Islands  in  Septeml>er,  li»21,  the  nursing  uctivitit^s  then?  de- 
veloped steadily  and  by  June  of  the  year  H>22  the  improved 
condition  of  the  school  children  well  rewanhij  the  nurses  U*t 
their  hard  work. 

The  two  groups  of  islands  in  the  Pacific  Ocean  in  which  tbo 
American  I^d  Cross  develope<l  various  nursing  aetivicic<  www 
the  Hawaiian  and  Philippine  Islamtn. 

In  Hawaii  a  local  Coniinitte<^  on  Red  Cn>s»  Nursing  Service 
had  been  organized  ])rior  to  the  war  and  an  active  Re<l  Cro« 
Chapter  harl  also  roiulcred  conspicuous  s«?rvirc  during  lh<« 
ptriod  of  hostilities.  When  the  jjost-war  program  in  public 
health  nursing  was  announced  the  Hilo  Branch  of  this  Hawaii 
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Chapter  voted  to  support  it  and  secureil  a  California  public 
health  nurse,  (^athcrinc  S.  Bastin,  to  develop  a  community 
nursing  service.  Miss  Hastiii  had  seen  service  overseas  at 
Dr.  Blake's  hospital  in  Paris  and  later  in  the  Army  Nurse 
Corps  in  France. 

In  u  letter  written  December  20,  1921,  Miss  Bastin  gave  an 
inferesting  account  of  her  work: 

The  work  hero  is  of  a  poriiliar  nature.  Think  of  twelve 
nationalities  and  add  to  tlu-m  n\\  the  possible  uuxlures,  and 
vhat  a  motley  (.Tovd  it  becomes!  Japanese  are  the  predomi- 
nating peopk".  Thev  are  an  industrious,  quiet,  law-abiding 
race.  Thej  have  their  own  customs  of  long  standing  and, 
although  very  polite  to  tlie  white  nurse,  they  seldom  let  me 
do  anything.  I  am  always  ushered  in  and  made  wek-ome, 
but  when  1  stiggcst  a  hnth  or  some  other  treatment  for  the 
pntiont,  they  only  smile  and  bow  and  say,  "I  too  much  thank 
you^'  but  I  am  not  allowed  to  give  the  Imtli.  The  Chinese 
and  Koreans  I  find  most  amenable.  The  Portngiiese  are  dirty 
and  indifferent,  as  a  ride.  The  Hawaiians  do  not  like  to  put 
forth  an  elTort,  They  have  lived  very  contentedly  with  their 
iif^hing,  sweet  potato  and  tnrrow  patches,  and  a  few  fruit  trees. 
Life  has  always  b<*en  very  simple  to  them,  so  why  make  it 
compliuuted  by  a  lot  of  ^'newfangled**  ideas  about  food, 
clotlies,  and  sanitation? 

Mvu'h  of  my  work  has  been  in  the  schools  as  there  is  no 
Rfhonl  iinrfip  and  that  is  where  the  greatest  need  lies.  .  .  . 
The  infant  death  rate  is  ver}'  high  in  these  islands,  and  so  I 
have  started  a  well  baby  conference,  which  I  hope  in  time 
will  help  to  reduce  it. 

This  is  too  lar;;e  a  field  for  one  nurse,  but  I  can  see  no 
immediate  prospect  for  another  one  coming.  .  .  . 

In  a  commTinicHtiou  a  few  da3'3  later,  Miss  Bastin  wrote 
that  she  expected  to  start  within  a  month  two  chisses  in  Home 
Tlygiene  and  Care  of  the  Sick.  One  course  was  to  be  given 
to  Ilawuiiau  woineii  and  t!io  other,  a  modified  course,  was  to 
be  conducted  in  the*  high  school. 

iliss  Bastin  wan  also  much  interested  in  the  student  nurse 
recruiting  movement  and  distributed  the  recruiting  literature 
and  j>osters  throughout  her  territory.  By  May,  1022,  she 
bad  developed  a  well  organized  and  varied  program  of  com- 
Tuunity  stM'vice. 

In  fh*'  Pliilipplue  Tshinds  prior  to  the  Euntpean  War,  the 
American  Red  ('ross  Nursing  Service  had  organized  a  Ixjcal 
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Committee  for  enrollment.  The  large  numbers  of  iVmeriean 
nurses  then  resident  on  the  islands  and  the  several  sehiiols  for 
training  native  nurses,  which  had  as  their  superintendents 
well-trained  American  nurses,  constituted  a  supplv  from  which 
the  Nursing  Service  hoped  to  draw  members.  An  active 
Chapter  has  also  been  organized  and  previous  to  liU7  had 
rendered  good  service  in  the  field  of  disaster  relief.  During 
tJie  European  War  both  the  I^cal  Committee  on  Rc<l  Cross 
Nursing  Service  and  the  Chapter  were  active  participants  in 
the  various  types  of  nursing  activities  and  chapter  production 
and  when  the  post-war  program  was  launchitd  the  Chapter 
took  up  the  development  of  public  health  nursing  and  of  class 
instruction  to  women  in  Home  Hygiene  and  Care  of  the  Sick. 

In  December,  1020,  Emmet  W.  White,  who  as  manager  of 
the  Insular  and  Foreign  Division,  was  then  on  a  tour  of  in- 
spection in  the  Philippines,  cabled  National  Headquarters, 
requesting  the  appointment  of  a  Director  of  Nursing  for  the 
Philippine  Chapter.  This  cable  was  followed  by  others  from 
him  which  suggested  various  individuals,  some  of  whom  were 
not  nurses,  others  not  enrolled  nurses.  Before  Miss  Butler 
and  MIbs  Noyes  had  succeeded  in  securing  a  suitable  appninti 
Mr.  White  on  February  28,  1021,  cabled  that  he  had  select 
a  director.  It  was  found  that  she  had  been  in  the  Philippim 
many  years,  but  was  not  enrolled  in  the  Rt^^  Cross  Nursii 
Service;  neither  did  she  meet  all  the  present  re*|uiremenli 
and  furthermore  she  was  without  public  health  experience  orj 
training.  Her  preliminary  training,  received  many  years 
was  good,  her  knowledge  of  the  Philippines  and  the  peopi 
was  a  decided  asset  and  her  spirit  and  interest  were  unnsuaLJ 
On  the  other  hand,  she  laeke*!  a  background  of  Red  Ci 
nursing  experience  and  knowledgtf  of  Red  Cross  organixatina«i 

The  issue  at  hand  l>etween  Mr.  White  and  the  Philippin^j 
Chapter  and  Hiss  Butler  and  the  Nursing  Service  at  Natiom 
Headquarters    then    became    the    old    issue    of    **maintaini] 
standanls/'      Possession    in    1022   of  the   coveted    badge   an4 
appointment  card  of  the  American  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service] 
was  a  definite  guarantee  to  whomsoever  it  might  concern  that] 
the  owner  thereof  had  successfully  met  requirement*  of  trtii 
ing,   exi>erienc©  and   character  which    place*!   her   among 
representative   women   of  her   profession.      In   justice  to 
many  nurses  whose  applications  for  ejirollraeiit  Uuil  Ix-en  re- 
jecteil,  the  Nursing  Servico  oonld  not,  on  the  whim  of  ha- 
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petuoua  Chapter  and  Division  officials,  set  aside  these  definite 
requirements  and  enroll  any  niirao  the  latter  might  choose  to 
select.  An  ironclad  re^ilation  of  the  Nursing  Service,  a  repi- 
lation  of  the  greatest  protection  both  to  the  Chapter  and  the 
Nursing  Service  itself,  was  that  every  nurse  engaged  in  Amer- 
ican Rod  Cross  nursing  service  shoidd  be  an  enrolled  nurse. 
Thus  the  Local  Committee  at  Manila  could  not  recommend  nor 
vmM  the  National  Committee  at  National  Headquarters  ratify 
the  enrollment  of  Mr.  White's  appointee  as  Director  of  Nursing 
of  the  Miuiihi  Chapter  and  the  nurse  herself  was  faced  with 
the  embarrassing  task  of  trying  to  develop  a  nursing  service 
without  the  aid  or  supervision  of  National  Headquarters, 

The  situation  which  resulted  was  chaotic.  Graduates  of 
schools  of  nursing  in  the  Philippines  which  did  not  meet  the 
requiremeiils  for  enrollment  were  employed  by  the  Chapter 
and  called  American  Re<l  Cross  nurses.  Courses  of  instruction 
for  Red  Cross  aides  were  given  which  were  not  authorized 
Red  Cross  courses.  Those  irregularities  were  not  only  con- 
trary to  all  instructions,  but  in  some  instances  constituted  an 
actual  infringement  of  the  law  established  to  safeguard  tho 
use  of  the  Red  Cross  emblem. 

The  nursing  situation  in  the  Manila  Chapter  was,  indeed, 
little  more  than  the  old  struggle  which  had  seemingly  to  be 
fought  over  and  over  again  between  the  leaders  of  the  Nursing 
Sen'ice  at  Notional  Headquarters  and  each  new  commissioner 
or  Chapter  ofHcial  in  the  field,  struggles  as  wearisome  to  Miss 
Delano  and  Miss  Noycs  as  the  repeated  accounts  of  them  must 
1)6  to  readers  of  this  history.  Commissioners  and  officials  of 
remote  chapters,  who  had  Ix'cn  in  Re<l  Cross  serviw  compara- 
tively overnight  and  who  did  not  choose  to  acquaint  them- 
selves with  the  long-established  methods  of  organization  and 
procedure  which  had  prevailed  for  many  years  at  National 
Headquarters,  took  up  their  duties  with  imderstandable  en- 
thusiasm and  as  a  first  gesture  of  their  new  authority  reorgan- 
ized or  initiated  anew  nursing  activities  in  line  with  their 
own  and  local  ideas;  as  a  result  they  set  awry  the  well-oiled 
machinery  of  a  long-established  professional  service.  Because 
nurses  were  women,  each  new  commissioner  or  official  seemed 
to  think  that  he  could  do  with  them  anything  he  wished.  It  is 
seriously  to  be  questioned  if  the  medical  phases  of  American 
Red  Cross  service,  a  fair  professional  comparison,  were  so 
dragged  about  by  the  ears  as  was  the  Nursing  Service.     The 
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executives  of  the  Nursing  Service  at  National  Headquarters 
were  answerable  to  the  American  Nnrscs'  Association,  which, 
bad  accepted  affiliation  with  the  American  Rtnl  Cross  on  cer- 
tain definitely  defined  ^'professional  prerogatives,"  and  Mias 
Delnno  and  Miss  Noyes  strove  to  defend  these  prerogatives  at 
cost  of  much  labor  and  weariness  of  spirit.  Certes,  they  grew 
as  tired  of  ^^tighting  for  standards''  as  their  opponnnts  niuat 
have  grown  of  having  them  fight!  The  most  discouraging 
aspect  of  the  whole  situation  was  that  it  seemed  as  if  every 
step  of  the  struggle  for  professional  status  had,  like  the  em- 
bryonic steps  in  the  evolution  of  the  race,  to  \)C  liveil  througk 
l)efore  a  new  nursing  service  could  be  brought  into  being. 

To  return  to  the  Manila  Chapter:  As  the  irregularities 
increased,  it  finally  became  evident  even  to  Chapter  i>t!itirtl8 
that  the  services  of  a  well  qualified  and  enrolled  nurse  sliould 
be  8eut  to  supervise  their  nursing  activities  with  as  litth*  delay 
as  posaible.  Aceordingly,  Virginia  Mason  Gibbea,  a  gi'aduata 
of  the  Ro|)er  Hospital  Schtiol  of  Nursing,  Cliarli»ston,  South 
Carolina,  sailed  on  March  26,  1022,  t4)  assume  the  resptuisi- 
bilities  of  Director  of  Nursing  for  the  Manila  Chapter.  Aa 
a  member  of  an  enmlhnent  committee,  as  an  instnvtnr  in 
Home  Hygiene  and  Care  of  the  Sick,  as  a  Town  and  Country 
public  health  nurse  and  as  a  meml)er  of  tbe  Southern  Division 
nursing  stuff,  iliss  Giblios  hu<l  gained  a  rich  and  varied  l>ack- 
ground  of  Red  Cross  nursing  experience.  The  atfnirs  of  the 
Chapter  were  also  put  into  more  satisfnotory  alignment  with 
the  organization  at  National  Headquarters  by  the  appointment 
of  Mr.  Knowlton  Mixer  some  mouths  previously  as  mauag«rr 
of  tbe  Manila  Chapter.  Like  Miss  Gibbes,  he  was  ex|>eriencrd 
in  Red  Cross  organization  and  policies,  and  together  they  lv>giui 
to  study  the  situation  and  bring  the  Red  Crf>ss  activities  into 
line.  Miss  Gibbes  began  a  study  of  local  affairs,  uuniing 
schools,  resources  and  organization  as  a  necessary  biiais  for 
all  Chapter  nursing  activities. 

One  of  the  outstanding  difficulties  in  the  PbilippiiMA  ir 
that  the  Chapter,  by  utilising  the  8ervi<t*«  of  poorly  trained 
nursea*  aides,  was  depriving  the  professionally  trained  iiunet 
on  the  islands  of  cmplovmeut.  Mias  Gibbes  aoou  reported 
an  «p|»Hrent  over-supply  f»f  grudtuite  nuraea.    She  wrote:    **0f 

one  liuiulred  and  two  recent  graduates  of  the 

School,  twenty  have  no  prospect  of  imminliate  employment,  Af 
far  as  I  can  learn,  there  is  no  registry  for  nursca."    This  Uok 
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of  omploymont  wna  one  of  the  chiof  inliiliUinna  to  the  develop- 
ment of  professional  nursing  in  the  Philippinns,  and  profes- 
sional nnrnin^  service  was  one  of  the  vital  neeilfl  there.  Miss 
Gihl)es  iinme<iiately  ''advised  the  development  of  nurses  and 
not  nurses'  aides,"  as  stated  in  the  Minutes  of  a  meeting  held 
^lay  12,  1922,  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Manila 
Chapter.  In  a  letter  addressed  on  June  8  to  Miss  Nojes  at 
National  Headquarters,  Mr.  Mixer  announced  an  important 
change  of  policy: 

,  ,  .  The  Chapter  has  abandoned  its  plan  of  training  Red 
Cross  aides.  .  .  .  We  are  using  only  graduate  nurses.  ...  I 
believe  our  present  jirograni  it<  quite  in  line  with  your  ideas 
and  I  am  fully  convinced  that  we  will  obtain  better  results 
and  cover  a  wider  field  of  usefulness. 


It  is  true  that  a  few  aides  wore  still  used  in  the  provinces, 

but  their  activities  were  Ui  he;  supervised  by  graduate  nurses. 
In  connection  with  the  development  of  public  health  nursing  in 
the  Philippines,  several  native  nurses  came  to  the  Tluited  States 
in  liJiil  and  1!)22  for  post-graduate  courses  in  public  health 
nursing.  Two  of  them  were  jjiven  Red  Cross  scholarships 
and  entered  the  courses  at  the  University  of  California  in  San 
Francisco.  Two  entered  Teachers'  CoUej^e  and  were  prepared 
to  return  to  Manila  to  engage  in  Red  Cross  work. 

While  iliss  Gibbes  and  Mr.  Mixer  were  lalwring  to  bring 
about  these  changes,  an  appointment  of  international  interest 
to  nurses  had  been  made  in  the   Philippines.     It  will  he  re- 
memlx^rcd  that  late  in  1921  Afiss  Fitzgerald  had  rosigne<l  as 
DinK'tor  of  Nursing  of  the  League  of  Red  Cross  Societies.     Tn 
March,  1022,  she  was  apjwinted  throtigh  the  Rockefeller  Foun- 
dation to  membership  on  the  staff  of  General  Leonard  Wood, 
then  governor  general  of  the  Philippine  Islands,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  a  study  of  nursing  resources,  schools  of  nursing 
,         and  public  health  nursing  in  the  Philippines  and  also  to  act 
I         as  general  adviser  to  General  Wotnl  on  all  nursing  questions. 
That  a  nurse  should  have  been  appointed  as   an  adviser  on 
nursing  atluirs  to  the  governor  of  a  state  or  province  was  a 
progressive  step  forward  in  the  cause  of  professional  nursing 
I  and  one  which  may  l)e  reganled  na  a  good  omen,  indeed,  in  the 

[         development  of  sound  nurse  education  and  the  betterment  of 
I        nursing  care  of  the  sick. 
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With  the  close  of  the  emergency  relief  and  child  health 
programa,  the  American  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service,  as  it  has 
hcon  suid  before,  withdrew  its  nurses  from  the  foreign  field 
and  left,  with  the  exceptions  already  mentioned,  only  the 
nurses  who  were  o^mductinj?  schools  of  nursing  in  Europe  and 
the  Island  Possessions  of  the  United  States.  During  the  four 
transitional  years  in  which  this  close  of  foreign  activities  and 
withdrawal  of  personnel  had  taken  place,  contraction  of  the 
organization  created  to  meet  the  military  needs  had  taken  placo 
in  the  United  States,  The  number  of  Red  Cross  Divisions 
had  been  reduced  from  fourteen  to  five.  This  contraction  was 
one  of  administrative  machinery  alone  and  was  not,  in  any 
sense,  a  lessening  of  American  Red  Cross  nursing  activities  in 
the  United  States,  for  the  "peace-time"  nursing  program  of 
public  health  nursing  and  class  instruction  to  women  was  being 
developed  to  imprecedentod  proportions,  as  may  be  seen  in 
subsequent  chuptcrs. 

Death  alone  had  broken  the  ranks.  Jane  Delano  and  Henry 
P.  Davison,  outstanding  war  leaders,  had  died  during  this 
period,  both  of  them  from  practically  the  same  malady  and 
both  of  them  in  their  prime.  Ida  M.  Tice.  a  charter  member 
of  the  National  Committee  on  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service,  and 
Sophie  F.  Palmer,  a  woman  whose  keen  mind  had  piloted  th« 
nursing  profession  through  the  stormy  waters  of  registration, 
one  of  the  first  nurses  to  sponsor  nffiliation  with  the  American 
R<hI  Cross  and  the  first  advocate,  and  for  fifteen  years  the 
guiding  spirit  of  the  Journal,  had  died  and  from  among  the 
rank  and  file,  as  a  direct  result  of  service  in  the  European 
War,  two  hundred  and  eighty  American  Red  Cross  nurM«. 

But  the  vanguard  of  the  Nursing  Service  remained  and  ww§ 
on  July  1,  1022,  serenely  and  powerfully  moving  on  to  the  ful- 
fillment of  its  destiny,  with  an  enrollment  of  thirty-nine 
thousand  nurses  and  a  National,  State  and  Local  Comroittes 
system  of  over  fifteen  hundred  nurse  volunteers.  *'!(  teema,'* 
wrote  one  of  these  forty  thousand  nurses  phnlgcd'to  reopoad 
up>n  call  for  altruistic  service,  **that  when  we  have  once  heard 
an<l  answered  the  call  of  the  Red  Cross,  wo  ever  wait  and  listen, 
n?ady  to  come  when  needed." 


CHAPTER  XIV 


FROM  RURAL  KCRSII^O  TO  THE  PUBLIO  HEALTH  NCKSING  SEBVIOB 


Outline  of  Early  Growth — Requirements  for  Applicants — 
Affiliatwn  Principles  Adopted — Growth  of  Central  and 
Branch  Units — Early  Affiliations — The  Interruption  of 
War-^ScholGrships. 


RURAL  niirsinp,  m  called,  or  the  extension  of  the  visit- 
ing nurse's  service  (o  the  pcoplo  of  isolated  districts, 
lijia  lon^  hiH'u  carried  on  in  many  countries — in  Great 
Britain  and  Irelanii  hy  the  staff  of  the  Queen  Victoria  Jubilee 
Institute:  in  Norway  and  Sweden  hy  Red  Cross  nurses;  in 
Australia  (^'bush  nursing'*)  hy  a  nationally  organized  associa- 
tion; in  Canada  by  the  nurses  of  the  Victorian  Order,  and  to 
some  extent  by  various  groups  in  other  foreign  lands.  In  this 
country  a  pioneer  rural  nursing  association  was  founded  in 
1800  hy  Ellen  M.  Wood,  a  Johns  Hopkins  mirse,  in  Westchester 
County,  New  York,  where  she  volunteered  nursing  aid  to  the 
country  people  in  her  home  eommuuity.  Suceesaful  from  the 
l»eginning,  it  grew  until  (by  1920)  it  had  extended  over  some 
twenty  villag(»s.  Miss  Wood  (lied  abroad  (1000)  of  typhoid 
fever,  contracted  on  board  ship  while  nursing  a  sailor  smitten 
with  the  disease.  After  her  death  her  name  was  given  to  the 
association. 

Another  pioneer  was  Lydia  Holman,  a  Philadelphia  niirse, 
who.  hanng  visited  the  Kentucky  mountains,  made  her  home 
there  for  some  years  and  carried  on  an  individual  service  to 
the  Southern  Highlanders,  living  in  a  little  cabin  and  being 
supported  mainly  by  the  vohmtary  gifts  of  food  materials 
brought  by  her  patients.  She  was  later  able  to  develi)p  the 
Lydia  M.  Holman  Association  (1011),  lier  chief  assistants 
being  medical  members  of  the  Johns  Hopkins  University  and 
Medical  Scliool.  This  association  was,  however,  not  pvermnnent 
and  had  Imvh  dissolved  before  Red  Cross  plans  for  Rural 
Nursing  had  Ik-cm  made  public* 
^  Reports  of  the  Holman  Association. 
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In  1905,  when  the  Peace  Conference  following  the  Russo- 
Japanese  War  was  held  in  Port3moi»th,  New  Hamjishire,  the 
envoys  of  those  coiuitries  made  a  gift  of  $20,000  to  the  State 
to  Ik-  uHwl  for  eharitable  purposes.  Several  i>ersoua  tlien  tried 
to  have  this  ^\it  ustd  in  establishing  a  State-wide  system  of  I 
runil  uiiraing,  hut,  ilia'n  efforts  failed.'' 

Tlte  service  carried  on  under  the  American  Red  Cross,  first 
called  The  Rural  Nursiuf?  Service,  afterwards  renamed  "Town 
and  Couutrv  Nursing  Service,"  and  still  later  tlie  ''Bureau  of 
Puhlic  llenitli  Nnrsin*;:,"  had  its  inceptifui  in  the  mind  of  a 
woman  esijerially  distiu^niishrd  for  a  combination  of  nursine 
talents  with  social  gifts  and  creative  energy.  This  was  Lillian 
D.  Wald,  founder  and  leader  of  the  well-known  Ilcury  Street 
Settlement  in  New  York  City,  first  calK'd  the  Nurses'  Settle- 
ment. A  New  York  State  woman,  graduated  from  the  New 
York  Hf>Kpital  Training  School  under  Irene  Sutlitfe,  Miss 
Wald'H  v<'nture  into  a  mode  of  life  which  combined  visitiuff 
imrsiiifT  witJi  all  the  othi'r  interests  of  an  ardent  lover  of 
humankind  and  a  progrcyaive  citizen,  has  been  made  w^idely 
familiar  through  her  book,  **The  House  on  Henry  Street."  In 
her  long  and  remarkable  service  she  has  done  more,  perhaps 
than  any  other  one  American  woman  to  change  the  conven- 
tional form  of  visiting  nursing  into  those  varied  civic  and 
community  efforts  which  she  was  the  first  to  call  "Public 
Health  Nursing."  thus  enlarging  ^liss  Nightingale^s  phrase 
^'Health  Nursing." 

Miss  TrVald  has  already  been  mentioned  as  one  of  the  Red 
Cross  meiubtTs  in  N^cw  York  State  before  the  reorganization 
of  1004-11*05.  It  has  been  shown  that  she  gave  assistance  to 
the  Now  York  Auxiliary  during  the  Spanish-American  War, 
and  afterwards  remained  faithful  to  the  work  of  enrollment, 
yet  she  felt,  and  expressed,  strong  dissatisfaction  at  seeing  so 
popular  and  potent  an  organization  as  the  Red  Cross  limited 
to  the  uncertain  and  irregular  sor\'ice  of  relief  in  war  or 
calamity.  She  reilected  that  Ixith  must  in  their  nature  be 
sporadic,  and  that  if,  in  time  of  peace,  there  were  no  absorb- 
ing intercHts  to  hold  the  enthusiasm  of  members,  they  would 
full  away,  ami  each  emergency  \v(tuld  nwd  frosh  reorganiza- 
tion. Moreover,  it  si'tmu'd  (n  licr  wasteful  to  have  a  national, 
well-organized    society    pcrioilically    inactive.      Foreign    Red 

""History  of  Rural  Nursing":  Fannie  F.  Clement,  American  Journal  of 
yursing,  April,   1013". 


Gray  drcaa,  c»pc  and  alraw  hnt  worn  by  AmerimTi  Red  Crosa  nurses.    This 
uniform  in  aliKJ  worn  by  American  Red  Cross  public  heuttU  nurses. 
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Cross  societies  tad  to  train  and  maintain  their  own  nurses  in 
time  of  peace,  but  in  this  country  it  was  different.  She  con- 
ceived the  idea  tliat  the  Red  Cross  would  he  the  logical  associa- 
tion to  promote  visiting  nursing  in  rural  districts  and  small 
scattered  towns  on  a  national  scale,  and  early  in  1908  she  Lad 
an  opportunity  to  bring  her  idea  forward.  There  w^as  in  that 
year  a  meeting  at  Mayor  George  MeClellan's  hovise  in  New 
York  City  to  promote  tuberculosis  camp  work,  which,  follow- 
ing the  Tnterniitional  T?ed  Cross  resolution  at  the  Convention 
hold  in  England  in  ll'OT,  was  Inking  taken  up  by  the  Rod  Cross 
societies  of  the  different  countries  and  states.  Miss  Wald  spoko 
at  that  meeting  and  though  she  kept  no  copy  of  what  she  said, 
her  plea  was  along  the  lines  here  indicated.  It  linked  well 
with  the  anti-tuberculosis  campaign  in  which  the  Red  Cross 
societies  were  then  ready  to  take  a  part,  and  though  no  immedi- 
ate result  followed  from  her  address  that  day,  she,  herself, 
waited  only  for  another  opportunity  to  press  her  point.  An 
influential  and  generous  member  of  the  Board  of  Incorpo- 
rators of  the  American  Red  Cross  was  Jacob  H.  Sehiff,  one  of 
Miss  Wald's  family*3  friends,  and  through  htm  the  following 
letter  from  her  reached  the  annual  Ked  Cross  meeting  in  Wash- 
ington in  December,  1910: 

My  dear  Ma.  Schiff: 

...  It  seems  to  mc  particularly  appropriate  for  the  Red 
Cross  society  U)  undertake  uUimately  in  America,  an  exten- 
sive and  systematically  organized  service  of  nursing  for  the 
■  scattered  tlwellers  in  rural  regions,  such  as  wc  now  find  well 
developed  in  Great  Britain  and  in  Canada.  In  the  older 
countries  armies  of  trained  nurses  are  sent  into  remote  coun- 
try regions  to  nurse,  to  educate,  to  bring  scieutificv  advanced 
hunmriitarian  and  sanitary  messages  to  the  public.  In 
America  in  a  few  sporadic  instances  only,  are  nursing  care 
and  protection  against  infection  possible  to  the  sick  country 
person.  After  developing  tbe  day  camp,  why  should  not  the 
Hed  Cross  society  undertake  the  organization  of  a  vaf^t,  far- 
reaching  scheme  of  wnmtry  nursing,  getting  such  support  and 
cooperation  as  may  be  possible  from  the  dwellers  in  mountain, 
farming  or  lonely  desert  regions,  coordinating  and  guiding  all, 
and  bringing  tte  help  of  the  nurse  to  scattered,  isolated 
families.  .  ,  . 

There  could  be  no  larger  or  nobler  work  possible  to  the  Red 
Crosii  societ)'  of  a  country  dedicated  to  peace,  nor  could  there 
be  a  more  practical  way  of  enrolling  under  the  Red  Cross  a 
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bend  of  faithful  ami  devoted  workers  held  toother  between 
disasters  for  a  universal  need,  an  amiy  ready  to  l)e  enlisted 
for  an  extraordiuary  disaster.  I  very  ardently  hope  that  the 
National  Red  Cross  soeiety  will  take  up  in  serious  manner 
the  organization  of  a  rural  nursing  system,  that  it  be  national 
in  its  scope.  .  .  . 

I  believe  that  it  would  not  be  difl^cult  to  admini«ter  a 
service  of  this  kind  even  on  so  lar^e  a  scale.  Headquarters 
might  well  Lo  niuintaincJ  in  Washinj^^on  and  a  traveling 
supervisor,  a  trained  nurse  [be  employed]. 

In  a<ldition  to  this  traveling  supervisor,  there  sliuuld  be 
local  supervisors  and  possibly  county  local  chapters  to  supple- 
ment and  keep  in  touch  with  the  nurse  or  nurses.  Support 
of  the  nursing  organizations  should  come  from  the  centra! 
organizations  but  money  would  be  obtained  from  the  bo<lie«  to 
be  sent  into  the  general  treasury.  .  .  , 

[There  should  be|  attiliation  .  .  .  perhaps  federation  with 
all  existing  societies.  This  I  think  would  not  be  ditHcult  to 
accomplish  as  the  country  nursing  associations  now  in  exist- 
ence feel  isolated  and  need  the  fellowship  of  similar  Inxlies. 

At  first  it  would  seem  a  most  difficult  matter  to  obtaia^J 
suitable  women  for  this  work.     I  believe  this  is  not  insafi^^l 
mountable.    The  ver)-  existence  of  the  association  on  so  greit^* 
a  s^ale  would  stimulate  the  nurses  in  the  training  school.  .  .  . 
It  wouhl  probably  develop  that  Hrholarahi()s  couhl  be  given 
to  send   specially   fitted   young  women  to  the  post-gradu«t« 
course   at   Teachers   College.*     This   course   was  establishiHl 
largely  for  the  purpose  of  equipping  women  to  do  work  of  this 
kind.  .  .  . 

In  my  opinion,  it  would  be  much  more  desirable  for  the  Red 
Cross  society  to  take  up  this  work  than  it  would  be  to  cru- 
ize another  national  society,  for  reasons  that  are  so  obv' 
I  do  not  think  the  United  States  would  need  much  stim 
for  I  believe  that  the  cause  carries  its  own  appeal. 

{t$ignfd)     Liua-KS  D.  \Xx\jo. 


The  members  present  when  this  Inter  was  read  natui 
oould   not   decide   so   largo   n    plan   utrhund.      The   nujorit 
opinion  was  that  enrollment  and  orgnnizntion  ehoiili]  br  the 
chief  object  of  concentration  for  some  time  longer,  but  a  inb^ 
rrmimittcHt  was  upiKtintod  to  talk  the  matter  over  with  Mil 
Wald.      No  records  were  kept  of  its  informal  and   intimate 

*Thn  po«t-grftduat«   wurk  at  Tpachrrn  C^^*  ntioM^   k*d  d»>_ 

veloprd  bro»'IIy  frdin  itx  flmt  pUn  "IimtiUii  'nt."  I111&  H 

not  yi't  uniiiTt«k«'n  prfpuration  for  "Rural  l^u>*tu^    — iAi. 
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confereucesj  but  the  results  arc  evident  in  later  papers.  At 
the  auiiiml  luettiiig  in  Det;cml>er  (It)ll)  letters  were  read  in- 
dicating that  A[r.  Jacob  Schiff  aud  Mrs.  Whitelaw  Keid  offered 
generous  gifts  to  estuhliab  a  fuud  for  a  rural  health  nursing 
service.  Mr,  Sehiflf  ultimately  promised  that  if  rural  nursing 
was  praeticftble  he  would  give  the  Rod  Cross  an  endowment 
in  securities  amounting  to  $100,000,  the  income  to  be  used 
for  the  service.  Until  permanently  established,  he  would  give 
$5000  yearly.  Mrs.  Reid  promised  on  annuity  of  JflUOO  and 
later  increased  this  sum  to  $2000,  At  the  Exee\itive  Com- 
mittee meeting  on  December  14,  Miss  Boardman  proposed  a 
special  committee  with  Miss  Delano  as  chairman  to  make 
a  ntudy  of  the  subject  and  report.  On  February  (i,  ^liss  Delano 
made  her  rPiK»rt  mid  the  project  for  rural  ntirsint;  was  approved 
in  prtneiple  and  referred  to  the  National  Relief  Board.  A 
trial  year  was  agreed  upon.  On  November  1,  1012,  Miss 
Fannie  F.  Clement  was  appointed  superintendent.  The  year's 
work  was  successful.  At  its  end  a  meeting  was  held  in  New 
York  at  Mrs.  Whitelaw  Reid's  house,  where  tlie  continuation 
of  the  Service  was  advised.  The  endowTnent  was  finally  ae- 
eepted,  and  the  Rural  Nursing  Service  renamed  aud  made 
permanent.* 

Miss  Delano  made  public  mention  of  the  new  field  at  the 
American  Nurses'  Association  meeting  in  Chicago,  June,  1912, 
She  then  said: 


There  is  one  pliage  of  the  Red  Cross  work  which  scarcely 
comes  in  here,  hut  !  wituld  f..«tk  cHpccialiv  to  pre.'icut  to  you 
the  possibility  or  the  fact  of  our  rural  nursiuf;  service,  which 
is  soon  to  be  organized  and  the  posriibility  of  the  need  of  many 
nurses  fur  poj^itions  tn  this  servii-e.  May  1  urge  upon  those  of 
you  who  may  contemplate  takin>(  up  this  work  that  at  the 
earlient  moment  you  place  yourselves  in  line  for  some  form  of 
experience  tn  nursing  of  this  kind.  If  this  movement  is  estab- 
lishcd^  wp  fshail  need  hundreds  of  nurses  throujjhout  the 
country.  !  cannot  impress  upon  you  too  much  the  importance 
of  carrying  thi?  work  into  the  neglected  communities;  it  is 
work  that  I  am  sure  will  be  near  the  hearts  of  all  of  us. 
Those  of  you  who  may  consider  taking  this  up,  please  make 
arrangements  as  soon  as  possible  to  communicate  with  the 

*Rea    CruM    Report.    1913.      See    letter    from    the    Secretitry    of    War, 
tranMniitttn^r    thix    Keport   to   Congrevs.      Document   Ko,    1028^    House   of 

ReprcRt'nlativpB. 
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Red  Crofts  and  place  yoursdvea  in  line  for  exi>erience  antl 

iDstruction.* 

The  Committee  on  Rural  Nursing  for  the  trial  year  stood 
thua:  Mabel  T.  Boardmaii,  chiiirman;  Jane  A.  Delano,  vice 
chairman;  Lillian  D.  WhIJ,  Mrs.  Wliitelaw  Reid,  Mrs.  Wil- 
liam K.  Draper,  Auuic  W*  Goodrich,  John  M.  Glenn,  WieJc-  " 
liffe  Rose.  Dr.  Wiitford  Smith,  Surgeon  J.  W.  Schereachcwskv, 
Public  Health  Service.  Miss  Clement,  the  chosen  superintend- 
ent of  Rural  Nursing,  was,  of  course,  always  present  as  an  ex- 
oiKcio  member  of  the  committee,  and  acted  as  its  secretary, 
at  first  informally,  then,  after  a  year  or  more  by  official 
appointment. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  committee  was  held  November  14, 
191'2,  in  Mr.  Glenn's  otRoe  in  the  Riis^ell  Sage  Foundation 
Building,  New  York  City,  Miss  Rourdmnu  in  the  chair.  Thexf 
were  present:  Mr.  Rose,  Miss  Wald.  Miss  Delano,  Miss  Good- 
rieb,  Miss  Clement,  to  whom  the  directiim  of  the  work  was 
e<)nfi(h'<l,  and  Jlr.  Glenn.  Tlu'  four  nurses  present  were  ap- 
pointed a  sub-»^ommittee,  <if  whicli  ^liss  Delano  was  chairman, 
to  draw  up  recomnicndutioiis,  ami  the  next  day  they  proposed 
as  suitable  quaJificutions  for  applicant  nurs(»s:  I 

1.  The  existing  requirements  of  the  Red  Cross  for  enrollment, 
omitting  rufert^nce  to  age. 

2.  A  course  of  four  months  (ono-half  an  academic  year)  under 
supervision  of  a  recognized  Visiting  Nurse  Association. 

3.  Recommendation  by  such  association.  i 

I 
T!ie  sub-committee  also  considered  the  financial  basis,  and 

for  this  they  advised  the  development  of  scholarships  and  loan      j 

funds,  suggesting  that  loans  be  made  sufficient  to  cover  the      I 

expenses  of  the  special  training,  to  be  repaid  on  favorable  terras      1 

uud  that  a  limited  numlxT  of  scholarships  be  offered.     Their 

suggestions  were  adopted  and  the  details,  as  will  be  set  forth 

later,  were  agreed  upon. 

At  the  annual  Red  Cross  meeting  (1912)  Miss  Delano  said: 

Following  a  resolution  passed  at  the  last  annual  meeting, 

measures  hove  boon  taken  for  the  establishment  of  a  Rural 

Nursing  Service.     The  organization  of  this  work  has  been 

placed  under  a  special  sub-committee  of  the  National  Relief 

'  PrcK-WKlingfi  American  Xurses'  ABsocialign,  ltH2. 
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Board,  but  it  is  hoped  that  the  Nursing  Service  rommittees 
already  in  existence  will  render  valuable  assistance  in  secur- 
ing ft  personnel  for  Thiral  Nursing.  A  more  extended  report 
of  this  work  will  be  given  by  Mips  Fannie  F.  Clement,  who 
has  recently  been  appoiuled  Superintendent  of  Rural 
Nursing* 

With  such  brevity  of  words  and  simple,  direct  action,  a 
service  was  bc^gnn  whicii  led  the  way  to  a  revohition  in  health 
conditions  in  our  neglected  country  areas. 

In  her  first  report  iliss  Clement  outlined  the  activities  to 
be  looked  for  us  a  result  of  the  initial  year's  work,  and  enipha- 
si/ed  the  stimulaut  effect  upon  educational  stojidards  that  might 
be  expected.    She  said  in  part: 

The  Red  Crofw  Rural  Nursing  Service  is  to  be  concerned 
with  nursing  the  sick  in  rural  communities,  carrying  instruc- 
tion along  sanitary  and  humanitarian  lines  into  the  homes, 
and  dealing  with  environment  in  a  way  to  improve  living 
contlitiuiis.  It  hopes  to  cooperate  with  all  agencies  dealing 
with  questions  of  individual  iind  public  health  and  the  many 
orgauizatioiiH  that  in  the  fiiml  analysis  have  a  common  object 
in  view. 

The  unlimited  opportunities  for  humanitarian  and  educa- 
tional work  to  be  found  in  rural  communities  will  appeal  to 
nurses  who  understanil  and  enj(jy  country  life  and  people,  and 
who  are  interested  in  public  health  movements  and  social 
work. 

It  is  reasonable  to  expect  that  the  result  of  such  a  standard 
of  qualilications  will  not  rudy  assure  the  bc^^t  prepared  women 
for  rural  nurnin^'.  but  will  nlsso  inlluencc  the  establishment  of 
conr!*es  in  public  hoallh  work  and  munn]  service  in  hospital 
Irainiug  stliools  wlmro  such  cimrses  properly  belong.  Women 
who  anticipate  rural  nursing  will  eventually  look  for  their 
training  to  schools  qualified  to  prepare  them  to  meet  the  re- 
quirements of  the  Red  Cross  for  this  work. 

The  superintendent  began  at  once  to  make  a  survey  of  all 
the  nursing  associations  and  educational  institutions  of  the 
country  to  ascertain  where  suitable  supplementary  training 
and  experience  in  visiting  nursing  and  related  work  might 
be  obtained. 

This  survey  showed  that,  of  all  visiting  nurse  associations  in 
the  United  States  employing  three  or  more  nurses  (there  were 

*The  Hcd  Crofis  BuUrtin,  January,  1913. 
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then  about  forty  associations  of  that  si2e),  training  center* 
where  nurses  could  obtain  preparation  in  public  health  nursing 
as  deemed  necessary  by  the  Red  Cross  for  rural  work  were 
few  and  far  between.  Only  about  six  visiting  nurse  associa- 
tions offered  a  so-called  course,  and  in  moat  of  those  there  was 
little  elafla  instruction. 

Circulars  of  information  were  prepared  and  widely  dis- 
tributed, giving  the  scope  and  aims  of  the  venture,  and  the 
organized  nursing  profession  was  directly  appealed  to,  M 
Clement  wrote: 


The  Red  Cross  is  dependent  hirgely  upon  ha^pital  training 
school  superintendents  to  induce  the  right  kind  of  women 
enter  the  rural  nursing  Held.  Pre^identn  of  ahuunie  asso- 
ciations, othcers  of  state,  county  and  local  nureinj?  aasocia- 
tions,  nurses'  clubs  and  registries,  and  the  members  of  Red 
Cross  rommittees  are  in  a  position  to  lend  their  influence  lo 
aid  the  Red  Cross  in  its  endeavor  to  build  up  its  Rural  Nurs- 
ing Service.  It  is  important  also  that  they  do  so  if  it  is  to 
8ucce<»d  in  fulfilling  the  purpose  for  which  it  has  been 
or;;anixe<l. 

The  call  for  public  health  workers  must  be  sounded  in 
every  hospital  training  school,  among  nursing  orgaTiir^tumfi, 
anrl  cducntional  institutions,  anri  much  remain;!:  to  be  act'om- 
plished  in  providing  special  traininf?  for  these  workers,  oppor- 
tunities for  which  am  far  too  inadequate.  ,  .  . 

The  Rerl  Cro^s  will  meet  the  expense  of  or;;anization  and 
general  supervision.  In  order  to  maintain  a  unifonn  stainl- 
ard  of  nursing,  all  Red  Cross  rural  nurses  will  l»o  under  the 
general  dirtrtion  and  su[>prvision  of  the  superintendent  .  .  . 

For  rural  communities  already  alive  to  the  advantajm  of 
vipitinp  nursing  which  are  looking  for  a  nurse,  fur  thone  which 
realize  these  advanta;.'es  hut  need  advice  as  to  wa^**  and  means 
of  support  of  a  nurse,  and  for  those  regions  where  it  will 
doubtless  appear  necessary  to  demonstrate  more  fully  the  owl 
of  one,  the  Ret]  Cross  Rural  Nursing  Service  standft  rmdj  to 
furnish  all  possible  assistance/ 

At  the  end  of  tiio  trial  year  (1913)  the  name  'Tlunil  Nnraing 
Service"  was  changed  to  "The  Town  and  Country  Nnr^ing 
Service"  for  reasons  to  be  8pecifie<l  presently.  The  nub* 
ooraznittee  on  nursing  then  became  the  Town  and  Countnr 
Nursing  Committee,  and  was  enlargud  to  allow  repraMntitioo 

^Red  Cro$9  Ma^axine,   July,   1013L 


? 
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upon  it  to  the  three  national  nursing  associations,  whose  scope 
and  titles  have  been  mentioned  in  a  former  chapter. 

To  the  sub-committee  as  originally  formed  there  were  now 
added  Miss  Krue^r  (American  Nursea*  Association).  Miss 
Nutting  (National  League  of  Nursing  Education  K  wnd  Miss 
Crandall  (National  Organization  for  Public  Health  Nursing). 
Thus  complete  co<'»rdination  of  these  societies  was  brought 
about,  as  was  essential  for  the  solution  of  such  pressing  ques- 
tions as  the  establishment  of  new  training  centers  iin<l  the  ad- 
justment of  relations  with  public  health  organizations  and 
related  bodies.  Finally  several  value<l  members  were  added 
to  the  committee  from  the  laity.     The  eouipiete  list  follows: 


Town  and  Country  Nursing  Committee: 

Prof.  Thomas  N.  Carver 


I        To  consider  the  conditions  of  affiliation  with  local  organiza 
"     tions,  with  power  to  act,  there  was  a  cx)mmittee  consisting  of 


Mrs.  Whitelaw  Reid,  chairman 

Jane  A.  Delano,  vice-vhairman 

Mabel  T.  Boardman 

Lillian  D,  \Vald 

Mrs.  William  K.  Draper 

Annie  W.  Goodrich 

M.  Adelaide  Nutting 

Ella  P.  Crandall 


Mftthild  Krueger 
Edna  P'oley 
Mrs.  Larz  Anderson 
Mrs.  Willard  Straight 
John  M.  Glenn 
Wickliffe  Huse 
Dr.  Winford  Smith 


Dr.  J.  W.  Schereschewsky,  P.H.S. 


Miss  Boardman. 
Miss  Wald 


■hairman 


Miss  Delano 
Miss  Goodrich 


Finally,  there  was  the  Committee  on  Education 


Miss  Goodrich,  chairman 
Mrs.  Draper 


Miss  Clement 
Miss  Wald 


Miss  Crandall 


The  coiiperation  thus  arrived  at  was  of  great  significance, 
for  the  steady  and  unbroken  growth  of  nursing  organisation 
had  made  American  nurses  a  real  power.  It  will  be  re<'alled 
that  at  the  convention  of  1011,  the  Assoeiatod  Alumme  had 
broadene<l  into  the  American  Nurses'  Association,  in  l'.)12  the 
Superintendent's  So<'iety  had  reorganized  on  ampler  lines  to 
become  the  National  League  of  Nursing  Ednculion.  and  within 
its  membership  and  that  of  the  American  Nurses*  Association 
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there  had  been  formetl  the  new  and  potential  National  Organi- 
zation for  Public  Health  Nnrsing,  witli  ^liss  Wald  and  Miss 
Crundall  aa  its  drst  president  and  secretary.  This  new  body 
necessarily  iuchidod  many  members  of  the  laity,  and  because 
of  its  own  vital  energy*  and  the  demands  of  the  times,  promised 
to  have  a  future  of  wide  8ct)pe,  while  the  Lea^ie  of  Nursing 
Education  now  tooK'  the  key  positiou  of  being  the  one  united 
force  resjxjnsible  for  guiding  the  adequate  training  of  the 
nurse  in  manifold  new  lines.  The  delicate  questions  of  coordi- 
nation opening  l>efore  them  were  dealt  with  by  Miss  Wald  in 
a  letter  to  Mrs.  WhiuOaw  Keid: 

December  3,  1913. 


We  are  in  the  position  of  which  we  have  dreamed  for  years, 
of  promoting  and  actually  establishing  mirsing  for  the  people 
throughout  the  tountry.  I  presume  all  of  us  are  too  experi- 
enced in  the  urganization  of  great  movenieuts  not  to  expect 
to  make  some  mistakes,  but  I  have  the  hope  that  this  great 
movement  for  hitherto  neglected  people  will  be  phenomenally 
free  in  this  respect.  I  am  tremendously  interested  in  the  two 
organizations  recently  establi^ilied,  this  one  and  the  National 
Organization  for  I'ublio  Health  Nursing.  Eacli  has,  in  m_v 
judgment,  a  distinctive  place  and  should  interlock  without 
overlapping.  But  there  secmg  to  have  arisen  some  question 
of  tlie  latter  and  since  the  same  people  are  interested  in  both 
organizations,  that  would  appear  to  be  avoidable.  May  I 
suggest  that  at  the  mpi^ting  in  Washington,  so  far  as  possible, 
the  scope  of  each  may  be  definitely  outlined. 

In  my  judgment,  the  National  Organisation  for  Public 
Health  Nursing  sh'juld  maintain  the  purposes  of  its  consti- 
tution. It  is  in  some  measure  a  mutual  benefit  society, 
wherein  nurses  and  individuals  and  organisiations  that  pro- 
mote the  Vtork  of  nurt^es  may  meet  together  for  combined 
effort.  Tlie  methods  whereby  their  efforts  may  lead  to  mutual 
benefit  are  written  into  the  constitution.  .  .  . 

It  is  my  hope  that  the  supervision  and  the  central  control 
of  the  Red  Orops  society  will  be  so  obviously  advantageous 
that  gradually  every  rural  and  small  community  nurse  will 
be  enrolled  under  its  organization. 

1  believe  that  it  would  be  practical  and  statesmanlike  for 
our  eonnnittee  of  the  Red  CrosH  to  limit  its  work  during  its 
constructive  period  to  the  first  object  that  it  has  set  out  to 
ac<*omplish.  namely,  the  promotion  of  interest  in  country 
nursing,  and  the  estuliliehment  and  eupervi^ion  of  nurse?  iu 
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t'ountry  romniTiTiities  and  Hmal!  towns.     The  fliffercnrc  be- 

J  ttteeii  the  two  t^ofietics,  as  1  see  it,  is  that  the  oue  is  for  edu- 

j  cation  and  nuitnal  benefit,  a  union  of  workers  and  those  iuter- 

j*  ofltod  in  thoir  work,  and  the  other  administrative  and  super- 

}  vitK)ry,     In  my  judgment  it  would  seem  that  onr  Red  Cross 

}  Committee  ought   not   to  eptahlish   edueationnl   centers,   but 

I  that  it  should  Head  nurses  who  are  to  be  enrolled  in  Ked  Cross 

'_  work  to  the  educational  centers  provided  by  other  organiza- 

'  tions.     It  ought  to  be  the  business  of  Teachers  College  and 

j  the  Xntional  Organization  for  Public  Health  Nursing  to  pro- 

I  mote  these  educational  centers  in  the  intercpt  of  public  health 

I.  nursin^j  throu^diout  The  ciiiiutry.     Shouid  these  agencies  fail 

*  to   provide   proper  educatioiml   facilities   for   the   Hed   Cross 

j-  nurses^  our  society  may  eventually  he  obliged  to  organize  such, 

I  but  it  seems  to  me  that  we  are  dissipating  some  of  our  strength 

'  by  assuming  functions  which  as  yet  we  are  not  in  a  position 

If  to  carry  out  efficiently. 
I  (Signed)     Liluan  D.  Wald. 


I  The  relationship  between  the  Natinaal  Organization  for 
Public  riealth  Nursing  and  the  Town  and  Country  Service 
was  dotincd  at  a  committee  meeting  in  March,  1914,  in  the 
following  statement: 

''  The  National  Organization  for  Public  Health  Nursing  is  a 

1  general  body,  includiug  in  its  nienibership  pcrsims  engaged  in 

I"  all  forms  of  pubiit'  health  nursing.  It  is  roncerned  with  de- 
I  velopjn^^  stanilanls  of  ethics  and    techni<jiie,   maitvtaining   a 

central  bureau  of  information  and  issuing  regular  and  occa- 
sional publications.  .  .  .  On  the  other  hand  the  Red  Cross 
lias  uniltrtakcu  a  specialized  piece  of  work,  namely,  the  or- 
gan ixation  and  administration  of  visiting  nursing  in  towns 
and  coiinlry  districts,  its  efforts  being  directed  toward  the 
estahl  itihment  of  a  personnel  of  visiting  nurses  especially 
qualified  fur  this  work.  To  this  end  it  assists  in  the  organiza- 
tion of  local  nviTbing  associations  and  on  the  basis  of  allilia- 
tion  asfiigns  Ked  Cross  visiting  nurses  to  local  organizations 
wishing  to  irnploy  a  Hed  Ooss  visiting  nurse.  The  Red 
Cro8S  Town  and  Country  Xurging  Sen'ice  represente  an  effort 
to  standardize  visiting  nursing  in  the  towns  and  rural  dis- 
tricts and  to  correlate  the  work  of  isolated  nurses  and  nursing 
organisations  under  a  central  body  as  a  means  of  strengthen- 
ing to  the  fullest  possible  degree  their  powers  to  meet  most 
adequately  the  health  needs  of  their  communities.  By  mutual 
agreement,  the  pron»otion  of  interest  and  advice  on  all  visit- 
ing nursing  questions  in  small  towus  and  rural  communities 
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is  deflected  as  far  as  possible  bv  the  National  Organization 
for  Public  lleallh  Nursing  to  the  Red  Cross.  .  .  .  The  Na- 
tional Organization  for  Public  Health  Nursing  doee  not 
maintain  a  nursing  personnel  as  does  the  Red  Cross,  nor  does 
it  assume  responsibility  in  the  supervision  of  the  work  of 
visiting  nurses,  ...  By  reciprocal  representation,  it  is  made 
possible  for  either  organization  to  hold  intimate  knowledge 
of  the  other's  activities,  and  for  the  two  to  work  together 
consistently  to  develup  and  maintain  standards  of  visiting 
nursing  technique  to  the  ultimate  benefit  of  both  the  nursing 
profession  and  the  public  at  large. 

The  energy  with  which  Miss  Clement  and  hor  amall  staff 
worked  in  those  first  months  may  be  judged  by  lines  takeu  from 
the  brief  records  of  May,  1913: 

Nearly  seven  hundred  letters  enclosing  bulletins  on  rural 
nursing  have  been  sent  to  superintendents  of  all  hospitals  in 
the  I'nited  States  of  fifty  betls  and  over,  asking  them  to  inter- 
est pupils  in  rural  nursing. 

A  request  has  been  sent  to  one  hospital  in  ever}*  large  city 
asking  for  addresses  of  local  registries,  and  by  this  means  one 
hundred  and  thirty-six  nurses'  clubs  and  registries  have  beea 
informed  upon  the  work. 

Circulars  have  been  sent  to  over  four  hundred  Red  Cross 
nurses  enrolle^l  since  1H13,  to  one  hundred  and  sixty-seven 
members  of  Mate  committees,  and  to  the  chairman  of  local 
committees,  with  the  request  to  interest  nurses. 

About  ftnir  tlumsHiul,  five  hundred  circulars  all  told  have 
been  ilistributed. 

Several  articles  on  rural  nursing  have  been  published  in 
the  nursing  joumals  and  in  one  a  course  of  instruction  in 
visiling  nursing  has  been  advertised.* 

The  records  of  January  1,  1914,  show  the  following  figures 
and  give  the  action  of  committees  on  points  coming  before 
them: 

No.  of  associations  affiliated 14 

Applications  from  nurfies  received 1"20 

Xo.  nf  nurses  appointed 16 

Apydirations  rejected    96 

Preparatory  courses  arranged  for  nurses 15 

•Miniitcft    of   Tnwn    and   Countrv   Nurting   Sen-ice  Commtttw,   May   S, 
1013. 
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Courses  completed 8 

Courses  discontinued  before  completion 2 

Nurses  still  in  training,  Jan.  1,  1914 5 

Applications  pending  10 

Eligible  for  appointment  (not  including  those  ap- 
pointed)      19 

Eligible  for  preparatory  courses 27 

Scholarships  granted 3 

Amount  of  money  expended  in  scholarships.  .$350.00 

Loans  made  to  nurses 4 

Amount  of  money  loaned 199.00 

Supervisory  visits  6 

By  that  time  the  question  of  affiliation  with  State  boards 
of  health  had  come  up  twice.  It  was  talked  over  at  the 
January  meeting  of  the  Town  and  Country  Nursing  Com- 
mittee (1914)  and  it  was  agreed  that  the  demands  which 
would  inevitably  come  through  such  extensive  affiliation  could 
not  yet  be  met.  The  Committee  on  Education  then  framed 
the  following  resolution: 

This  committee  recommends  that  the  Town  and  Country 
Nursing  Service  concentrate  its  effort  for  the  present  within 
.  a  comparatively  smalt  area,  rather  than  to  undertake  work  in 
widely  scattered  districts,  where  proper  supervision  and  de- 
velopment are  practically  impossible. 

On  March  2,  1914,  increased  scope  was  given  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Education  by  enlarging  its  functions  to  include 
questions  of  ( 1 )  Organization,  ( 2 )  Administration,  (3) 
Affiliation.  The  committee  thereupon  handed  in  on  March 
9,  1914,  these  recommendations: 

1.  That  for  the  present,  women  of  high  school  education  be 
given  preference,  and  that  two  years  of  high  school  be  re- 
quired. 

2.  That  as  soon  as  possible,  full  high  school  education  be 
made  a  prerequisite. 

3.  That  for  the  present  every  candidate  be  obliged  to  take  at 
least  four  months'  training,  except  in  cases  of  exceptional 
women,  who  might  be  required  to  take  only  theory,  allow- 
ing their  former  experience  to  serve  as  equivalent  for  field 
work  included  in  such  course. 
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The  end  o£  1914  showed  figures  and  statistics  of  a  work  as 
yet  only  in  lis  iucipiency.  Alone,  these  figures  express  little, 
but  are  striking  in  comparison  with  later  statistics  and  are 
valuable  as  sbowiag  the  very  beginnings,  always  the  records 
most  easily  lost  in  historical  tiles: 

December  8,  1914 

Loans  No,    Amount 

TxianH  granted  previous  to  December  1,  1J)13     3     9    199.00 
Loans  granted  Dec.  1,  1913,  to  Hev,  1,  1914  13       1,900.00 

Total f2,099.00 

Scholarships 

Pcholurships  granted  previous  to  Dec.  1,  1913     3     $    350.00 

Scholarships  granted  Dec.  1,  1913,  to  Dec.  1, 

1914    1  200.00 

Total   9    650.00 

Exhxbit 

Hequeeta  for  exhibit 10 

Granted :..•».     6 

Nurnes 

Total  number  of  nursts  appointed  Dci\  1,  1913  13 

Nurses  appointed  Dec.  I,  1913,  to  Dec.  1,  1914  33 

Total  appointments  since  organizatiouH  of 
service   46 

Appointed  nurses  receiving  preparation  under 
direction  of  Red  Cross 7 


The  exhibit  referred  to  in  this  report  was  the  first  one  pre- 
pared for  use  by  the  Town  and  Country  Xursing  Service,  and 
after  being  shown  at  the  Tnternationnl  Dry-Farming  Congress 
in  Tulsa,  Okhihorna,  it  vvus*  tiiken  to  tlie  nurses'  convention 
at  St.  Ix)ui3.  It  Wii-s  intended  for  use  at  conventions  and  in 
small  conimnnitioa  that  were  considering  public  bcnitb  nursing, 
as  it  portrayed  in  a  simple  way,  by  charts  and  photographs, 
the  duily  work  of  (he  Rod  Cross  visiting  nurse. 

A  special  exhibit  on  Town  and  Country  Nursing  Service 
was  next  prepared  for  the  World's  Fair  in  San  Francisco 
(1915),  For  this  a  cortificato  and  bronze  medal  were  aw*arded. 
Another  form  of  educational  work  of  that  year  was  the  travel- 
ing library  put  into  circiilatian  on  August  3,  1914.  Four 
months  after  its  foimdatiou  it  had  fifty-five  books  with  an  aver- 
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age  daily  circulation  of  fourteen.  It  gp-cw  in  usefulness  and 
in  dimensions  until  early  in  April,  1020,  when  it  was  discon- 
tinued by  reason  of  the  very  extensive  and  thorough  plans  of 
the  National  Organization  for  Public  Health  Nursing  for  pro- 
viding special  sources  of  reference  in  at  least  one  public  library 
in  every  state. 

The  committee  work  of  1914  was  full  of  planning  and 
preparation ;  the  results  of  much  of  this  will  be  met  in  detail 
in  subsequent  pages. 

The  pressing  need  for  more  centers  which  would  offer  courses 
in  preparntir^n  for  the  Town  and  Country  Nursing  Service  was 
continually  dealt  witli,  and  a  great  part  of  the  labor  of  those 
early  months  consisted  in  correspondence  with  schools  and 
training  leaders  all  over  the  country.  Several  visiting  nurse 
associations  were  opening  their  fields  of  work  for  practical 
use,  but  it  was  essential  that  theory,  properly  presented,  should 
be  combined  with  the  practical  work.  How  this  problem  was 
met  will  1h?  tohl  presently. 

For  the  help  and  interest  of  affiliated  groups  ns  well  as  for 
communiofltirm  Ijetween  the  nurses,  the  first  leaflet,  cnlled  '*Thc 
Bed  Cross  Visiting  Nurse,"  was  issued  on  April  12,  1015. 
**In  order"  [it  said  editorially]  ''that  meml)ers  of  the  Town 
and  Country  Nursing  Service  as  well  as  affiliated  organizations 
may  become  acquainted  .  .  .  to  keep  the  nurse  and  affilinted 
organizations  informed  .  .  ,  every  memlxjr  ,  .  ,  and  every 
affiliated  organization  is  invited  to  become  a  contributing 
Edit*jr  .  .  ."  It  was  issued  several  times  in  multigraphed 
form,  and  in  Septeml)er,  1915,  it  expanded  into  a  printed 
leaflet,  p\iblished  at  the  diserrtiou  of  the  superintendent,  not 
at  fixed  periods.  This  little  bulletin  was  presently  named 
"The  Town  Hiul  Country  Nursing  Service"  and  appeared  at 
intervals  until  L)ecemt)er,  1018,  when  it  was  discontinued. 
The  National  Kod  Cross  and  the  various  Divisions  had  mean- 
while adapted  a  similar  form  for  their  Bulletins.  In  January, 
1020,  the  sen'ice  began  publishing  a  department  in  "The 
Public  Health  Nurse,"  organ  of  the  N.  O.  P.  H.  N.,  under 
the  title  ''Red  Cross  Public  Healtli  Nursing." 

By  11*14  the  organizations  afHliating  with  Re<l  Cross  Kural 
Nursing  were  of  a  varied  nature — Red  Cross  Chapters,  wom- 
en's clubs,  health  and  welfare  societies,  Associated  Charities, 
visiting  nurse  associations  and  corporations,  while  their 
locations  brought  tin*  Ki*d  Cross  Town  and  Country  nurse  into 
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Alabama,  Arizona,  Connecticut,  Illinois.  Kentucky,  Maryland, 
Massachusetts,  Michigan,  New  Jersey,  New  York,  Ohio,  Penn- 
sylvaiiin,  South  Carolina,  Virginia,  West  Virginia  and  Wis- 
consin, thirty-eight  in  all,  the  first  nurse  having  received  her 
appointment  in  July,  1913,  to  an  Ohio  village,  Cuyahoga  Falls. 
The  second  one  went  to  Warrcnton,  Virginia. 

The  human  side,  which,  after  organization  has  been  per- 
fected is  ever  the  all-important  side  of  the  work,  may  be  best 
shown  in  the  graphic  reports,  narratives  and  appeals  of  tiio 
nurses  engaged  in  the  service.  For  a  comprehensive  impres- 
sion of  the  chief  events  as  thev  occurred  in  the  early  vears 
the  following  material  has  been  selected  from  the  reports  made 
by  Miss  Clement  to  her  committee: 

.  .  ,  The  effort  to  begin  rural  nursing  in  laurel,  Mary- 
land, first  brought  up  the  question  of  Re<l  Cross  cooperation 
with  the  Metropf^litiui  Life  Insurance  Company.  This  cor- 
poration !iad  f>ii  tlie  f^iiggestion  of  Miss  Wald  already  devel- 
oped an  extensive  visiting  nurse  service  for  its  industrial 
policy  holders.  An  agreement  was  finally  ronrludcd  with  it 
by  the  Red  Cross  in  May,  1913,  of  which  the  most  essential 
provision  was  this: 

"The  Red  Cross  is  prepared  to  make  an  arrangement 
with  the  Metropolitan  Life  Insurance  Company  in  providing 
nursing  care  for  its  industrial  policy  holders  through  the  Red 
Cross  Eural  Nursing  Service,  this  arrangement  to  include  the 
official  endorsement  hy  the  Metropolitan  Life  Insurance  Com- 
pany of  regulations  for  rural  nurses  authorized  by  the  Red 
Cross." 

The  Russell  Sage  Foundation,  through  its  Southern  High- 
lands Department,  was  instrumental  in  bringing  about  co- 
opera* ion  with  the  \lv\]  Cross  in  tlie  southern  mountains,  and 
early  in  11*13  before  any  alliliations  with  the  new  Scrvire  were 
made,  the  superintendent  of  rnirjies  under  the  auspices  of 
that  ilepartmeiit  vinited  live  counties  in  the  Kentucky  moun- 
tains, stopping  at  the  various  denominational  schools  and 
learning  of  opportunities  for  introducing  Red  Cross  nursing. 

The  Rural  Organization  Service  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  cooperated  with  the  Red  Cross  in  1914.  It  was 
among  the  early  organizations  t*j  appreciate  the  part  public 
health  nursing  was  to  play  in  the  development  of  rural  life, 
and  in  its  loral  demonstration  work  a  group  was  organized  in 
Chilton  County,  Alabama,  to  have  charge  of  a  county  nursing 
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Bystem,  the  first  in  the  state.  The  committee,  constituting  as 
it  did  one  (»f  the  very  earliest  examples  of  cooperation  be- 
tween public-  and  private  interests,  is  worthy  of  special  note. 
The  Ked  Crosy  nurse  appointed  in  March,  1914,  was  respoii- 
gible  to  a  county  health  coiumittee  on  which  served  the 
county  health  othccr,  the  county  tsujwrintendent  of  schools, 
the  county  aj^ent  of  thp  Fiiniicrs"  L'nion  and  a  representative 
of  a  leading  woman's  club.  Kxpen&es  were  met  by  an  appro- 
priation of  i^oUO  from  the  courity  board,  $500  from  the 
school  boanU  and  $50U  from  private  sources. 

.  ,  .  In  Alabama  there  are  *M>eat8," — territorial  divisions 
which  include  several  sclioo!  ili.stricts.  A  county  improvement 
aiisociatiou  with  branches  in  each  beat,  under  a  "beat  man- 
ager," has  been  or^^imized,  each  beat  subdivided  into  school 
districts  where  a  superintendent  is  head  of  a  small  group.   .   .  . 

Industrial  nursing  early  came  within  the  scope  of  the  Town 
and  Country  Nursing  Service.  While  a  numher  of  the  nurses 
worked  in  manufacturing  towns  or  villager  they  were  not 
invariably  employed  by  an  industrial  ccMcern. 

Tlie  New  iierticy  Zinc  Company  as  early  as  April,  1914, 
sought  Hed  Cross  affiliation.  This  company  for  many  years 
has  carried  on  welfare  work  successfully  and  when  its  work 
extended,  a  Ked  Cross  nurse  was  a8signe<)  to  Palmcrton, 
Pennsylvania.  Franklin,  New  Jersey,  where  the  smelter  of 
this  company  was  located,  employed  a  Red  Cross  nurse  in 
June  of  the  same  year  and  a  nurse  was  sent  to  its  mining 
section  in  Oilman,  Colorado,  in  1917. 

In  191:3,  through  the  generosity  of  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  liural  Nursing  Service,  a  nurse  was  appointed 
to  orgnni/e  u  imrsing  association  in  Hazard,  a  rapidly  growing 
railroad  town  in  the  Kentucky  mountains.  This  (irst  effort 
did  not  stimulate  ItKal  sujiport  as  was  anticipated,  but  when 
the  work  was  started  again  in  May.  1914,  the  town  contributed 
toward  the  rmrse's  salary  and  the  work  continued  for  a  year, 
during  which  time  a  valuable  demonstration  wa?  made  as  to 
what  public  health  nursing  may  mean  to  this  and  other  moun- 
tain sections.  In  six  months'  time  the  nurse  examined  all 
the  school  children,  and  found  in  one  small  village  that  seven 
per  cent  of  the  children  had  trachoma.  .  .  .  Through  her 
efforts  the  state  law  excluding  such  cases  from  the  schools 
became  for  the  first  time  effective  in  that  part  of  the  state. 

The  Bureau  of  Rural  Sanitation  of  the  Virginia  State 
Board  of   Health,   administering  funds  of  the   Rockefeller 
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Foundation,  employed  a  Red  Crd^| 
Bagged  Mountain  section  of  the  Virg 
phyflicians  who  had  made  the  initial  eu 
treatment  for  hookworm  diifeat>e  had  lei 
to  put  nurses  in  the  field  for  follow-uj 
tic-al  sanitation  from  home  to  home  a: 
county  health  officer  in  giving  furthei 
worm.  This  was  a  new  departure  in 
and  a  promising  one,  but  the  funds  w 
Rockefeller  Commission  for  other  purp 
Buccestiful  mouths  this  work  was  discoi 

In  a  South  Carolina  community  a  un 
of  one  of  tlie  Red  Cross  visiting  nursea 
appointment,  amongHt  various  other  c 
spector  of  washerwomen.  Since  last  Ma 
been  required  by  law  to  hold  permits. 
have  applied  for  j>ermits,  and  the  livir 
tions  of  over  half  of  them  have  ain 
permits  granted  by  the  nurse. 


H 


The  first  appointment  west  of  the 
in  October,  1914,  to  a  typical  raining  c 
This  represents  a  pioneer  work,  for  the 
tlie  state  wlm  had  had  special  training 
ing.  To  the  credit  of  the  group  respoi 
Jerome,  it  may  be  ha'u]  that  in  order  I 
qualihed  they  volunteered  to  pay  her  tri 
the  continent.  Success  in  developing  I 
general  community  service  played  an 
extension  of  public  health  nursing  ii 
quently  attestx»d  by  the  State  board 
medical  authorities. 


The  Red  Cross  visiting  nurae  in  W 
school  work  particularly.  in8[>ecting  c 
paroi'hiiil  schools.  After  exan)ining  so^ 
she  found  that  many  Itad  spinal  cum 
was  re[Kirted  to  the  school  authorities, 
faulty  seating  and  ilenk  arrangtnienta. 
and  hearing,  throat  troublen,  skin 
brought  to  light  give  c*»nviticing  evideti 
supervision  of  the  phynii-a!  well-being  i 
school  nurK'f*  iire  emplnycd  communtti< 
aroused  to  this  fait.  Teacher*,  and 
results,  arc  nsually  most  grateful 
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children  by  the  nuree.  She  has  also  been  asked  to  give  talks 
on  hygiene  iu  the  continuation  schools  and  at  the  teachers* 
training  school  in  her  community,  graduatoH  of  which  will 
soon  be  going  out  into  the  rural  schools  of  Wisconsin, 

The  State  Tuberculosis  Coniniittce  has  been  active  here 
[Fulton,  Kentucky].    Such  associations  have  always  empha- 
si:(ed  the  importance  of  the  visitin<^  iiurt;e.     Indeed,  it  was 
,       ^    the  Tuberculosis  Associations  thiit  lirst  brought  the  visiting 
I        y nurse  to  the  forefront  and  recognized  her  teaching  powers. 


k 


The  first  county  school  nursing  in  Michigan  started  in 
March,  1915,  under  the  Kent  County  Board  of  Supervisors 
and  the  nursing  in  an  adjacent  tounty  became  affiliated  in 
December  of  that  year.  Kent  County  wan  the  first  in  the 
country  to  apply  the  idea  uf  health  leag\»es  for  school  chil- 
dren on  a  county  basis  and  aimmg  it;^  several  pioneer  efforts  a 
dental  traveling  clinic  for  county  schools  was  instituted. 

The  three  county  nurses  in  Michigan  are  employed  by 
Boards  of  Supervisors,  atliliatod  with  the  Red  Cross.  The 
area  in  these  several  ctMinties  mnges  from  forty  to  nine  hun- 
dred square  miles.  Two  of  the  nurses  are  known  as  county 
school  nurses,  having  supervision  of  eight  thousand  to  twelve 
thousand  children.  While  most  of  the  time  of  the  other 
count)'  nurses  is  devoted  tn  school  work,  anti-tuberculosis  and 
infjirit  welfare  nursing,  and  sometimes  bedside  nursing,  are 
included. 


The  two  nurses  appointed  to  DeKalb  County,  lEinois,  by 
the  Red  Cross  (1915)  were  the  first  county  nurses  in  that 
state. 


The  Consolidated  Coal  Company,  through  its  Welfare  De- 
partment, contracted  Red  Cross  aililiation  (10H5)  and  the 
first  nurse  was  appointed  in  Jenkins,  Kentucky. 


The  Anti-Tuberculosis  Committee  of  Greenville,  Missis- 
fiippi^  was  the  first  group  in  that  slate  to  seek  Red  Cross  affilia- 
tion, while  the  first  Hi-d  Cross  nurse  to  be  actually  assigned 
to  duty  was  under  the  Federation  of  Women's  Clubs  in  Jack- 
son. Through  devcUpmcnt  of  the  work  in  these  centers  the 
State  tuberculosis  authorities  wrote  to  the  Red  Cross  in  re- 
gard   to   cooperation    iit    developing    public    liealth    nursing 
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throughout  the  state.  Circulars  issued  by  thia  association 
atlvotated  the  employment  of  Ked  Cross  uurses  and  of  a  state 
Qurse  who  aUo  would  be  of  the  Hed  Cross  staflf. 


North  Dakota  made  rapid  advance  in  its  development  of 
county  nursing.  The  Red  Cross  nurse  appointed  to  LaMoure 
County  (October,  191(i)  was  a  pioneer  and  her  work  stimu- 
lated otliers  as  a  letter  written  by  her  (July,  1917)  iudicatea. 
She  said:  "I  am  indeed  pleased  over  the  prospect  of  a  nun?e 
in  Stutsman  County.  That  is  our  neighhorinK  county  to  tlio 
north.  ...  I  have  just  had  a  letter  from  the  superintendent 
of  schools  of  Dicky  County,  our  neighbor  to  tlie  south.  In 
Sargent  County,  east  of  Dicky,  they  are  circulating  their 
petition  for  a  Hed  Cross  nurse.  .  .  .  Barnes  Couutv  >8  «tu- 
ployijig  a  domestic  science  teacher.  They  promised  that  if 
V  our  uurse  was  a  success  they  would  get  one  too.*' 

Appointment  of  nurses  for  county  work  is  a  practice  rapidly 
spreading.  Wisconsin  has  its  State  law  authorizing  oounti^ 
to  employ  nurses  for  combined  sfhool  nursing  and  anti-tuber- 
culosis work,  while  a  number  of  other  states  are  about  to  enact 
such  laws.  To  Iw  a  (xiunty  school  nurse  means,  usually,  that 
one  mu.Mt  be  a  tuberculosis  and  infiint  welfare  nurs^,  an  at- 
tendance ofliccr.  a  .«aiiitnry  inspector,  a  teacher  of  hygiene, 
family  advi^^T  and  more  or  less  of  a  general  visiting  nurfu*. 
as  well,  for  the  various  school  districts  within  tlie  area. 

Dental  clinics  have  been  established  by  several  affilial 
organizations,  and  one  rural  community  has  started  Mhool 
/lunches,  which  have  met  with  much  favor.  Nunuug  in  Xb0 
schools  is  generally  introduced  voluntarily  on  the  part  uf  the 
nursing  asiUK-intion.  Boards  of  t^dut^tion  soon  appreciate  it« 
value,  and  the  number  of  appropriations  from  school  boanb 
made  to  nursing  organizations  for  services  of  the  nur»e  in 
the  schools  is  increasing  from  day  to  day. 

•  •#••• 

Owing  to  the  risk  of  contracting  typhoid  fever  in  consl 
districts,  where  it  is  much  more  prevalent  than  in  cititis, 
in  order  to  safeguard  rural  nurses  from  this  dioeMe.  lb* 
Committee  on  Town  and  County  Nursing  Service  now  (1914) 
requires  that  candidates  submit  a  certificate  of  iminanil? 
from  typhoid  before  appointments  arc  grantrd.  A  c«tifi«t» 
of  immunity  from  smallpox  and  a  health  certificate  are  t\0 
rcquiri»<l. 
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Infant  welfare  work  is  a  prominent  feature  in  several  of 
the  cojimiuuilies,  where  mothers'  tonfercates  are  held  regii- 
hirly.  Prcmtlal  visiting,  making  perioilicRl  visitn  to  new 
mothers  ami  habies,  teaehing  in  the  home  ia  regari.1  to  the  care 
and  feeding  of  infants,  discouraging  the  employment  of  un- 
-^ained  midwives,  all  arc  aettvitics  whicix  idaim  the  attention 
of  thf  lied  Tro.ss  visiting  nurse.  In  a  eoiitliern  mountain 
conimiiuity  one  of  the  nurses  has  organized  niuthert^"  helpe^i^' 
claysesj  similar  to  thot-e  rarried  on  in  some  of  our  large  dties. 
She  is  also  giving  weekly  lectures  on  health  topics  in  the 
Bchoolhouse  of  over  five  villages,  to  which  young  and  oUl  are 
"Welcome.  Nurses  are  sending  article!?  regarding  their  work 
to  their  county  or  local  newspapers,  while  a  number  have  re- 
sponded to  calls  to  speak  at  meeting;^  of  parent-teachcrj;'  a^iso- 
ciatiuiis,  churcli  societies,  women's  clubs  and  country  life 
conferences. 

Miss  Florence  Resley  has  heen  with  the  RathlifTe  Chautau- 
qua, reproi?entiiig  the  Red  Cross.  This  plan  of  iutluding  such 
representation  was  an  innovation,  hut  has  pro\ed  so  success- 
ful thut  fhc  Clinutuuqua  Company  ha.s  asked  the  Red  Cross 
(I91(j-nU7)  to  appoint  nurses  for  several  circuits. 

MiftB  Kuhn.  in  the  mountains  of  Kentucky,  has  originated 

an  idea  new  to  public  health  nursing  (lOlfl).     She  has  heen 

(holding  a  health  ilinir  ut  a  Sunday  whool  m  htr  county.     It 

has  been  so  successful  that  she  expects  to  start  another  in 

another  section. 


Baby  welfare  stations  were  undertaken  in  several  places  by 

,  Red  Cross  nurses.     Palmerton,   Pennsylvania,  and   Franklin, 

I  Xew  Jersey,   were  the   first   among   Red   Cross  alHliations  to 

start  permanent  baby  welfare  stations,  as  they  are  known  in 

cities. 

The  swond  traveling  ejchibit  was  arranged  dui4ng  the  year 
1015  and  many  requests  to  Red  Oosw  Hcadtpnirters  testified 
to  its  tispfnlnosg.  The  Bulletin  (September  13,  1915)  gives 
this  description  of  it: 

The  exhibit  consists  of  thirteen  frames,  dimenaioua  two  by 
two  and  a  half  feet  each,  wliich  tell  by  means  of  pictures  and 
^\legends  of  the  activities  of  the  visiting  nurse  in  rural  commu- 
nities and  small  towns. 
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Frames  one,  two  and  three  picture  the  nurse  preparing  fo 
lier  tliiil)-  rounds  and  at  wurk  in  the  homes  caring  fitr  the  sick; 
four,  five  and  six  show  the  nurse  at  work  in  the  school ;  etven 
and  eight  are  devoted  to  infant  welfare  work;  nine  to  sani- 
tnry  inspection;  ten  and  eleven  to  tuherculosia  work;  twelve 
and  tliirteen  to  club  aud  class  work  as  it  is  frequently  organ- 
ized by  the  nurse. 

The  Srst  lantern  slide  exhibit  was  prepared  in  1014   andJ 
circulate<l  widely  for  two  years  with  excellent  results.     It  had' 
a  set  of  about  one  hundred  views.    The  later  striking  amplitioa-j 
tion  of  rdiK'ation  througli  the  eye  in  the  eluU^rate  moving  pic- 
ture department  of  the  Jird  Cross  Nursing  Sen'iee  was  initi* 
uted  by  a  two-reel  film  illustrating  its  work,  which  was  used 
by  the  Gnvernnient  at  the  San  Francisco  Exposition   (lOlftl 
up  to  Decnnibcr  of  that  year.    Duplicates  were  made  and  used 
itver  thv  couulry  by  the  Red  CrostJ.     This  wils  one  of  the  first 
moving  pictures  for  furfhering  health  nursing  propaganda.     By 
1U20>  the  Bureau  of  Motion  Pictures  of  the  Red  Cross  had 
three    disfiiu't    films    of    the    Nursing    Department,    namely: 
''Winning  Her  Way,"  "In   Florence  Nightingale*3  Footsteps" 
and  "Every  AVoman's  Problem." 

At  the  end  of  this  brief  outline  of  the  early  years  of  the 
service,  it  is  appropriate  to  emphasize  the  part  of  the   Red' 
Cross  in  strengthening  and  multiplying  public  health  mirsingj 
centers.     ^Hss  f Moment's  article,  "Five  Vcai*s  in  Retrospect'* 
(October  31,  11*17,  ended  the  five-year  period),  brings  out  in- 
cidentally this  great  service  of  the  health  organizations  of  ll>l2j 
but  few  were  concerned  with  rural  conniiuuities.     In  trainiuir 
schools  and  among  nurses  themselves  there  was  little  realiza- 
tion of  country  health  problems,  nor,  indeed,  had  the  hospitals| 
yet  felt  keenly  the  obligation  to  send  out  women  equippe<i  to^ 
carry  on  the  teachings  of  health  preservation. 

Tlie  visiting  nur.se  associations  of  the  large  cities  had  be<?a 
the  first  U*  realize  that  more  training  was  needed  to  eoj>e  suc- 
cessfully with  the  heulth  problems  of  the  home  and  industry, 
as  they  were  also  %\ie  first  to  endeavor,  to  the  best  of  their 
ability,  to  provide  opportunities  for  sucli  further  training. 

Miss  Clement  wi'ote  of  the  Red  Cross  influence; 

It  was  at  a  time  when  public  health  nuraiuff  was  new  alike 
to  the  nursing  profession,  to  those  responsil>Ie  for  tlie  training 
of  nurK'S  and  to  rural  communities  generally,  that  the  Towa 


FROM  RURAL  TO  PUBLIC  HEALTH  NURSING    1233 

and  Country  Nursing  Service  was  organized.  Adopting  aa  its 
premise  that  training  or  exixirience  in  public  huallh  nursing 
was  necessary  for  rural  health  work,  the  greatest  eifort  during 
the  past  five  years  has  been  direclttd  toward  the  supply  of 
adequately  pre])ared  nurses.  Witli  almost  no  propagauda 
among  communities,  the  number  of  requenta  for  nurses  conk- 
ing to  the  Ked  Cross  hfi9  always  exceeded  the  supply.  Nuiuer- 
oufl  organizations,  national  and  local,  have  been  actively  dis- 
closing the  prevalence  of  sickness  and  disease  in  rural  dis- 
tricts and  the  pos^:ibility  of  better  living  conditions  through 
the  teachings  of  health  nurses.  Witli  one  or  two  exceptions, 
however,  none  until  lately  have  concerned  themselves  with 
increasing  the  supply  of  nurses  to  fill  the  demand  thus  cre- 
ated, which  is  quite  another  problem  and  a  far  more  di£R- 
cuit  one. 

To  what  extent  the  Red  Cross  has  been  instrumental  iu 
stimulating  a  desire  among  nurses  for  rural  work,  would  be 
hard  to  tell.  Every  possible  opportunity  to  reach  nurse^^ 
through  the  training  schools,  through  nurses'  organizations 
and  at  nurses'  meetings,  has  been  utilized.  Thousands  of 
pamphlets  dealing  with  rural  nursing  have  been  distributed 
among  the  nlliliated  communities.  Many  of  the  Town  and 
Country  nurses  have  written  papers  or  spoken  before  groups 
of  nurses.  Figures  showing  how  many  nurses  have  entered 
post-graduate  training  in  p\d)lic  health  nursing  subsequent 
to  correspondence  with  the  Town  and  Country  Nursing  Ser- 
vice during  the  past  iive  years  would  indicate  most  concretely, 
perhaps,  the  results  of  this  enileuvor.  (!overing  this  perio*! 
there  have  been  one  hundred  and  seventeen  applicants  to 
the  Town  and  (!ounTry  N'ursing  Service  who  have  entered 
courses  in  public  health  nursing,  thirty-four  of  them  taking 
an  eight  nioiitha*  course.  Since  December  1,  11*16,  twenty- 
nine  applicants  have  entered  courses,  thirteen  for  an  eight 
months'  term.  The  total  number  represents  an  increase  of 
ten  over  last  year. 
_  Primarily  through  the  influence  of  the  national  societies 
'  of  nurses,  a  change  in  the  hospital  training  school  curriculum 
j  is  gradually  taking  place  in  many  cities." 


The  response  made  to  the  pamphlets  and  letters  here  spoken 
of  included  many  requests  for  ^'atHliation"  from  small  cities 
■whicbj  though  not  strictly  "rural",  wished  to  lie  included  with- 
in the  seupe  of  the  fler\'iee.  It  was  in  order  that  such  towns 
might  l)e  consistently  included  that  the  name  *'ICural  Nursing" 

•"Five  Years  in  Retrospect":    Annual  Report  o(  the  T.  and  C.  N.  8.,  1017. 
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was  cbanpcd  to  "Town  and  Country  Nursing  Service"  wi 
the  first  experimental  year.  By  this  change  the  original 
pose  and  \KiVwy  of  the  Rnml  Nursing  Scn'ice  remained 
chnngeilj  but  with  broadened  scope,  to  include  affiliations  i 
nursing  organizatious  in  cities  that  were  carrying  on  com 
ur  rural  nursing  work.  At  first  the  limits  of  a  "Town"  i 
not  deliued,  but  in  March,  1015,  it  was  agreed  that  a  pop 
tion  of  2rf,000  should  be  regardctl  as  the  maximum  sized  U 
with  which  affiliation  be  undertaken,  and  that  the  ser 
should  aim  to  reach  the  strictly  rural  communities  first.*^ 

This  limitation  remained  in  force  imtil  11*18. 

At  the  end  of  the  tivc  iirst  years  Miss  Clement  resigned 
position  of  superintcudfut  of  the  service,  having  bxiilt  up 
M'ork   strongly   and   well,   from   its   tentative   inception. 
resignation,  reluctantly  accepted,  was  delayed  for  some  moJ 
by  the  coniuutt(;e.     Of  the  essential   quality  of  lier   intlufl 
and  spirit,  ^lary  S.  Gardner  wrote:  1 

Becauso  the  war  brought  about  eiiu'h  unprecedented  di 
opment  of  all  American  public  hoaltli  nursing  work  andj 
cause  the  new  fieltls  of  art  ion  ho  frpqu(_'ntly  appealed  to] 
ilranmtit;  sense,  students  of  the  piiblic  licattli  nursing  nil 
nient  sonu'tinics  fail  to  give  giitlivient  airknowledgmen^ 
those  pre-war  efforts  whiih  alone  uiatle  possilile  the  h 
expausion.  i 

During    Miss    Clement's    ill  rectorship   of   the    Town    I 
Country   Nursing  Hurnau,  nl!  local  matters  were  dealt  j 
directly  from  Washington,  deeeutraliitation  not  having  at  i 
time  sinipliiied  tlic  (bniriilt  problems  i»f  nrlniinii^tration.  j 
d<^al  wisi^iy  with  (he  (Jc'tails  of  a  hundrud  varied  situationi 
as  mail}'  parts  of  the  Unilcil  States,  tlenmnds  unusual  po 
of  unik'rstaruHii^.     Kvory  word  of  Miss  Clement's  filed 
spondi^nce  breathes  not  only  a  spirit  of  intense  personal  i 
est,  and  that  eymprtthetic  understanding  of  widely  di 
local  conditiiuiH  Icatling  to  wise  decihions,  but  also  a  lo 
the  work  which  made  it  for  her  a  true  vocation.    Her  succej 
feels  that  the  subsequent  success  of  tins  liureau  of  the  ] 
Cross  was  in  large  measure  due  to  Miss  Clement's  quiet,] 
unobtrusive  preliminary  work.     In  any  estimate  of  the  I 
achievement  of  the   Public  TTealth   Nursing  Bureau   of] 
Anieritjin   Red   Cross.   Miss   ClcuienCs   pioneer  contriba^ 
ehijuld  be  recognized  to  the  full  degree  as  important  1 
valuable.  I 

"Minuted,  March  18,  1915. 
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Fannie  F.  Clement  was  boru  in  Boston  «ind  inberitetl  the 
staunch  and  conscientious  virtues  of  the  pioneer  Kew  Eng- 
lauder.  8iie  was  ii  Smith  ('ollege  woman  (class  of  1903)  ;  a 
griuhiate  of  the  Boston  City  llosfjital  School  for  Nurses  and  of 
the  Boston  Lying-lu  Hospital;  then  after  three  years  of  private 
and  district  niu-sing  she  spent  the  year  1010  in  the  Social 
Service  Department  of  the  Boston  Dispensary,  and  had  also  a 
course  at  the  School  for  Social  Workers  in  I^oston.  She  en- 
rolle<l  in  the  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service  on  April  10,  1010. 
During  the  war  she  was  head  of  the  Smith  College  Unit,  Her 
reports  and  articles  form  a  complete  history  of  the  Rural  and 
Town  and  Country  Nursing  Service  during  her  direction  of  it. 

The  rest  of  tiiis  (•hap({»r  will  go  hacJc,  in  point  of  time,  to 
take  up  the  special  features  of  the  work  hs  tliey  developed,  in 
sufficient  *]efail  for  students  and  serious  readers,  who  may 
desire  to  follow  each  topic  through  to  the  dnte  of  reorganization. 

In  the  small  l>ooklet  of  printed  '*Regidatious"  adopted  by 
the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Red  Cross,  December  30, 
1012,  the  rules  and  requirements  for  nurses  desirous  of  entering 
the  Rural  Nursing  Service  were  given.  Their  essential  para- 
graphs were  these ; 

Tlie  Ked  Cross  Nursing  Service  includes  a  section  on  rural 
nuriiL)ug,  cstahlished  to  provide  visiting  nurses  for  rural 
communities. 


A  two  years*  course  of  training  received  in  a  general  hos- 
pitiil  with  a  daily  average  uf  at  least  fifty  patients  during  the 
applicant's  training  is  required.  Subsequent  hospital  experi- 
ence, or  n  post-graduate  course,  may  be  judged  as  an  equiva- 
lent where  Ihcre  is  deficiency  of  previous  tratuing.  Graduates 
of  state  hospitals  for  the  insane  are  eligible  if  their  experience 
includes  nine  months*  training  in  n  general  hospital  either 
during  their  (oiirso  itf  trnintag  or  subsequent  thereto. 

An  aj^plicant  nuist  be  a  member  of  an  organization  affili- 
ated witti  the  Aniericnn  N'urses'  Association*  and  must  have 
the  oHicial  endorsement  of  this  organization  and  of  the  train- 
ing school  froui  which  she  graduated. 

in  states  where  registration  is  provided  for  by  law,  rural 
nurses  must  be  registered. 

Training  or  experience  in  visiting  nursing  or  some  other 
form  of  social  service  is  required. 

Kxceptioiis  to  the  aliovc  qualifications  may  be  made  with 
the  approval  of  the  committee  in  charge. 


^ 


I 
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A  four  months'  course  with  selected  viaitinjj  nursing 
ciations  ii^  arrun*;o(l  liy  thp  Hcd  Cross  for  nurses  who  have  m 
had  this  j^rtjliniiiiary  traiuinp.     Where  possible,  one  month 
this  period  will  be  spent  with  a  visiting  nursing  assooiatioi 
in  tiio  country. 

These  r('i]uinnn«*uta  hnd  beon  agreed  upon  at  a  meeting  oi 
the  ConiinilttM*  nil  Uurul  Nursing  Scrvire,  held  ou  Deccmbe 
1912.    One  year  later  (December  9,  1018)  they  were  reis 
with  the  ntided  proviso,  moved  by  Jlias  Delano  and  voted 
matively  by  the  entninittre,  that  enndlrnent  with  the  Red  C'ros^; 
Nnrsintj  Serviee  shiiuld  be  made  one  of  tlie  requir^meiUa  fofj 
appointment  to  the  Rural,  by  that  time  renamed  the  Town  and! 
Coimtry,  Nursing  Service.  ,, 

A  number  of  exceptions  to  the  regulations  for  general  enroll 
ment  were  then  found  to  he  iiLrcssary  for  the  adraistsion  of 
nurses  to  the  Town  and  Country  Nursing  Service.  Such  were] 
allowed  as  to  the  age  limit,  uniform,  and  other  details 

In  1014  some  stitTeuinj;r  of  the  requirements  was  agreed^ 
upon.  To  the  general  hospital  regulation  it  was  now  stipulated,, 
as  already  specified  in  ^he  regulations  for  enrollment,  that  such 
training  must  have  included  the  care  of  men.  The  applicanta*] 
school  record  was  taken  up  for  discussion,  and  the  subcommittee' 
on  education  recommended  {October  1*^,  1014)  that  two  years 
of  higli  school  or  its  equivalent  be  required  for  appointment  to 
the  Town  and  Country  Nursing  Service  until  October,  1916, 
after  which  a  high  selionl  diploma  or  an  equivalent  to  a  full 
high  school  courBc,  be  required. ^^  | 

The  fttuTidnrd  thus  set  seemed  feasible  in  view  of  the  aca<^ 
demic  ratings  of  the  thirty-five  nurses  in  active  service,' 
namely  : 

Common  tiiliool  8 

Hiirh  srhool,  one  year  3 

lli^li  school,  two  years  2 

Iliph  firhool,  gracfuate  7 

ni;^h  school,  equivalent  3 

In  doubt  8 

Coll(?;;f\  two  years  2 

College,  graduate  1 

I 

Havinp  these  figures  and  the  uiuinlmoua  recommendation  in 

favor  of  hi^di  school   requirement  of  the  supervising  nurses  of 

"MinuU'9  T.  &.  C.  N.  S.:    Di'c.  8.  1914 


(generally  3  yr.  course) 
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the  Metropolitan  Life  Tiisiirance  Company,  with  which  the 
service  was  cooperating,  the  Committee  on  Education  voted 
unanimously  to  establish  this  standard  as  reoom mended,  and 
at  ft  meeting  of  the  whole  committee  (March  18,  1915}  the  etep 
was  endorsed,  one  vote  only  being  cast  in  the  negative.  At  the 
same  meeting  the  committee  discussed  the  possibility  that  the 
special  training  niiglit  cnmc  to  l)c  inchidi'd  in  the  training 
8chf>ol  period,  and  with  this  in  mind  it  was  moved  by  !Mrs. 
Draper  and  seconded  by  Jliss  Wald  that  the  following  resolu- 
tion be  sent  to  the  Committee  on  Education  of  tlio  League  of 
Nursing  Education : 


P, 


Inn^nnu-h  a?  the  Town  and  Country  Xursing  Service  can- 
not muet  the  increasing  demands  of  comniujuties  for  nurses, 
t)[e  conunittee  eallt*  to  tlie  attention  of  the  National  League 
of  Nursing  Kdutation  the  advisability  of  including  in  the 
training  school  curriculum  a  spetnnl  cnurse  fitting  the  nurses 
for  thih  public  health  service,  the  Red  Cross  recognizing  that 
even  to  roqiiire  a  minimum  of  four  months  postgraduate 
work  is  asking  a  great  deal  of  the  nurse  after  a  regular  three 
years'  course.** 


In  the  meantime,  while  waiting  and  hoping  for  the  training 
schools  for  nurses  to  act  on  the  rcsidution,  though  the  regulation 
for  four  months  special  postgraduate  training  still  obtained, 
the  committee  reconnnendcd  that  student  nurses  be  encuuragcd 
to  take  the  more  tln)rough  fjr<'paration  otTcred  in  the  several 
eight  months  courses  then  develoj)ing.  This  policy  was  fol- 
lowed, even  though  its  adoption  by  reducing  the  number  of 
training  centers  to  which  applicants  for  the  service  could  bo 
referred,  made  more  difficult  the  work  at  Headquarters  in  try- 
ing to  meet  the  demands  up<ui  it.  In  1916,  with  the  pressure 
of  war  problems  then  arising,  the  decision  regarding  high 
school  was  reconsidered,  and  temporarily  discontinued  as  shown 
in  the  following  record: 

Of  the  sixty-nine  nurses  in  the  service,  twelve  have  had  a 
grammar  school  induration  only,  twenty-three  one  year  high 
school  or  l(*ss  than  two,  twenty-one  have  had  two  or  tlirce 
years  of  high  school  in  advance  of  grammar  school,  and  thir- 
teen have  had  four  years*  high  school  or  more.  It  was  moved 
by  Mis's  Crandall  luid  seconded  by  ^frs.  Draper  that  the  high 
"Minutea  T.  ft  C.  N.  S.:  Marrh  18,  1915. 


1288  HISTORY  OF  AMERICAN  RE! 


lEE 


school  requirement  be  suspended, 

up  for  action  a  year  hence.    This  waa 

The     leaflet     of     information     foi 
March  21,  1917,  annonnced  the  final  acti 
requirement:  ^ 

A  minimum  of  two  years*  higlW 
equivalent  is  required.  Study  and  ei 
schooling  will  be  taken  into  considM 
an  equivalent.*'  ^| 

In  the  same  leaflet,  candidates  for  th 
Nursing  Service  were  required  to  have 
nursing  which  included  in  their  courses 
tice  in  obstetrics  and  the  care  of  cliildren. 
know,  meant  post-graduate  training  for 
by  no  uieauH  universal,  even  in  general  I 
two  branches  provided.  This  new  reqi 
Cross  undoubtedly  stimulated  greatly  th 
tion**  between  hospitul  nursing  schools  v 
atford  every  pupil  training  in  these  and 
cialties.  Another  requirement  of  a 
11)17  was  this: 


diJj^ 


A  knowledge  of  driving  or  riding 
quently  the  use  of  an  automobile  i^M 

In  1018  attention  was  drown  to  the  pe 

The  fa(;t  that  a  nurse  meets  the 
tions  and  the  professional  requiremcc 
dent  in  wH'ure  her  aecejttanoe  and  ass 
of  Public  Hriilth  Nursing.  Persona 
manage  ditlicult  situations  and  to  caJ 
also  be  considered.  ^M 

Regulations  of  1017  and  1918  said: 

Certain  visiting  nurse  associations  i 
tions  accept  as  Btudenl*  for  a  four  c 
nurses  who  wish  to  prepare  for  the  T( 
ing  Service,  and  who,  though  olhrrwii 

"MinuUfS  T,  ft  C.  N.  8.;   Deccmbnr   12.  Iftig. 
"A.  H.  C.  150,  Mmrch,  1017. 
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trainiiij;  or  experience  in  public  health  nursing.  It  is  ex- 
petted  that  tlioir  preparation  will  include  several  weeks  with 
a  rural  nurse  in  order  that  they  inny  eume  in  ilircet  contaet 
with  rural  Ru-ial  problems  before  a&buming  reeponsibility  in 
work  of  their  own. 


Tho  requirements  of  1920  for  general  enrollment  were  these: 

Nursing  Education. 

The  appUrnnt  must  be  a  graduate  of  a  school  for  nurses 
giving  lit  least  a  two-years'  course  of  training  in  a  general 
hospital  which  includes  the  care  of  men  and  has  a  daily  aver- 
age of  at  least  lifty  patients  during  the  applicant's  training 
period,  (irailuates  of  hospitals  for  tlie  insane  are  not  eligible 
I  for  eurolhneiit  unless  their  experience  includes  at  least  nine 

!.  months'  training  in  a  general  hospital,  either  during  their 
course  of  training  or  subsequent  thereto.  Subsequent  post- 
graduate training  or  hospiUl  experience  which  supplements 
deficiencies  of  training  nuiy  be  a<<epted  as  an  equivalent  by 
the  National  Committee  upon  recommendation  of  a  Local 
Committee  on  Ked  Cross  Nursing  Service. 

Eegistration, 

In  states  where  registration  is  provided  for  by  law,  the 
nurse  applying  for  enrollment  in  the  Red  Cross  must  be 
registered. 

Age  Limit. 

Applicnnts  must  he  at  least  twenty-nne  and  not  over  forty- 
fire  years  of  age.  Exceptions  to  this  requirement  may  be  made 

I  by  the  Reil  t'roas  for  those  enrolling  for  public  health  nurs- 

1  ing  and  other  sfierial  lied  Cross  service. 

|-  ..,..., 

Physical  Examiuntion. 

A  physical  examination  certificate  must  be  filed  with  the 
enrollment  application.  Immunization  Against  typhoid,  para- 
typhoid and  smiillpox  is  also  required  when  an  applicant  is 
enrolling  for  services  of  a  nature  which  renders  such  pre- 
rautmnnry  nicRsurcfi  desirable.  Blank  forms  will  be  supplied 
for  this  purpose  find  the  physirni  examination  and  immuniza- 

I  tion  treatment  will  be  given  witJiout  expense  to  nurses  by  a 
physician  designated  or  provided  by  the  Nursing  Service. 

Enrollment  for  public  health  nursing  carried  these  require- 
menta  (1920): 
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Applieauts  iiiu^t  have  had  at  lea^K 
education  or  ite  equivalent  and  must  ha 
nursing  which  include  in  their  rourpes 
lice  in  obstetrics  and  the  care  of  child 
or  experience  in  public  health  nursini 
the  Kcd  Cross  to  supplement  dcficiencit 
In  addition,  applicants  must  have  hai 
months'  experience  on  the  t^tafT  of  a  re 
nursing  association  under  a  supervisi 
than  a  four  months*  course  in  public 
school  acceptable  to  the  Re<l  Crciss  Bui 
Nureinp.  Exceptions  to  these  requirei 
up  with  the  Division  Dire<tor  of  Publi 
such  applications  will  be  consideret!  on  ' 
that  a  nurse  meets  the  educational  qual 
fesfiionul  requircnient.^t  an  well  is  not  e 
acceptance  and  assignment  by  the  Bu) 
Nursing.  Personality  and  the  abilit; 
situations  and  to  carry  responsibilities  i 

While  the  minimum  requirement  of  ' 
jmratory  training  is  a  four  months*  ( 
theoreticnl  and  praotical  work,  experi 
years  has  demonstrated  the  advantages 
longer  preparation  for  public  healtn  i 
communities,  where  the  responsibiliti^ 
Dursc  working  nlune  are  cnnsidnrab] 
a  great  demand  for  nurses  who 
preparation.  The  f*)ur  months*  coal 
by  theoretical  work,  such  as  given  in  i 
course  nt  Ti-achors  College,  Columbia 
City,  and  by  other  si>ecial  courses  oIFe 
educational  institutions.  ^H 

In  addition  to  atndemic  traininfPI 
including  experiencr  in  school  nursing 
welfare  work,  tuberculosis  antl  industr 
branches  of  piddic  health  nursing  ma 
ton,  \ew  York,  Clevehind,  nnd  other  si 
There  arc  a  numbrr  of  universities  or 
graduate  conrnefi  in  public  health  nun 
able  to  the  Red  Cross." 

A  later  and  briefer  etatomeml  shows  ihi 
public  health  training  included  in  the  rog 
l>oen  rcHli/<HJ.  It  is,  in  fact,  often 
oftener  rven  impoaaiblc. 

"A.  R.  C.  703,  Hevitcd,  July  15,  1020. 
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Public  health  nursing  is  a  highly  developed  form  of  nurs- 
ing, preparation  for  which  is  not  included  ordinarily  in  the 
training  school  curriculum.  It  is  nocewiary,  therefore,  for 
the  nurse  who  wishes  to  he  successful  in  thii*  field  to  undertake 
a  postgraduate  <x)urse  or  to  fjocure  her  training  through  super- 
vised experituce  uuder  the  direction  of  a  public  health  nurse 
instructor.  ^" 

Ihiring  the  winter  of  1012  and  1013  lotters  of  inquiry  were 
bent  by  Miss  Clement  to  forty  Visiting  Nurse  Associations  to 
learn  what  course  of  post-graduate  instniction  might  bo  offered 
by  them,  and  what  possibility  of  cooperation  there  might  be 
in  the  special  training  of  rural  iiursea.  Replies  were  received 
from  twenty-six,  and  arrang*;mcuts  were  made  by  the  Red 
Cross  with  several,  next  to  be  mentioucd,  whereby  applicants 
who  had  not  yet  had  suitable  experience  and  who  in  other  re- 
spects were  qualified,  should  receive  a  short  course  in  public 
health  nursing.  None  of  these  associations  charged  tuition. 
Three  of  them  gave  a  salary  during  the  special  training.  Out- 
lines of  the  available  cournes  were  typed  by  the  Red  Cross  for 
distribution,  and  thi^ir  irnportiint  details  are  given  below.  Many 
minor  pointH  covering  uniform,  expenses,  ettr.,  huvo  been  omit- 
ted as  unessential. 

The  Instructive  District  Nursing  Association,  Boston.*^ 

In  response  to  the  increasing  demand  of  the  public  for 
nurses  qiialified  for  positions  in  puljlic  health  work  this  asso- 
ciation olfers  to  nurses  of  recognized  hospitals  a  post-graduate 
course  of  four  monthi?  in  public  health  nursing.  This  course 
is  designed  to  give  a  basis  for  any  field  or  social  work  where 
nurses  are  in  demand.  The  variety  of  field  work,  lectures  and 
class  discussion,  shows  tlie  relation  of  nursing  to  other  social 
activities.  Field  work  consists  in  n'irsiag  the  patients  under 
the  care  of  the  Instructive  District  Nursing  Association,  in 
preventive  work  for  babies,  in  work  with  the  Boston  Asso- 
ciated Charities,  and  in  the  observation  of  the  work  of  several 
Boston  charitieR.  Three  courses  deal  with  the  following  sub- 
jects for  which  reading  is  required : 

I.  History,  principles  and  administration  of  public  health 
nursing. 

This  includes  the  origin  of  district  nursing,  its  purposes, 
principles,  and  methods,  records  and  record  keeping,  organiza- 

••A.  R.  C.  715.  RevifiPtJ,  Augiiat   1,   IU20. 

"ThU  o^sHDciHtion  hud  been  the  Hrst  to  offer  poat-^aduBte  training  In 
public  hvaltli   iiursinf;.     It   Imd  tuken  this  Htep  in    lOOti. 
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tion,  administration  and  reports;  Uje  development  of  scha 
nursing,    preventive    work   for   bab'ea,   tulien,'ul(»8is    uuri^in, 
welfare  work  in  shops  and  factories,  hospitaJ  SiX^ial  servid 
and  rural  nursing.     Opportunity  is  given  to  observe  thei 
various  brauches  of  nuri^iug. 

11.   Medical  and  social  relations  of  disease. 

What  can  be  done  towards  prevention  a»  well  as  treatmen 
of  infant  mortality,  tuberculoeis^  alcoholism,  venereal  diseaai 
neurasthenia  and  occupational  diseases.  Proper  nutrition  o 
families  is  t-onsidered. 


i 


HI.    Elements  of  sociology  and  social  progreea. 

a.  Introduction  to  the  social  field  with  spec*ial  reference 
the  life  of  the  industrial  city  family,  to  get  a  sympathetic  un- 
derstanding of  their  lives,  their  health,  education,  recreatio 
labor,  politics,  religion,  ethics,  and  ideals. 

h.  Social  progrej^s  as  to  health,  etlucation,  recreation,  e 
considering  what  other  agencies  are  doing  and  how  nurses  c 
best  cooperate  with  them. 

Henry  StretH  Settlement,  New  York  City. 

The  Henry  Street  Settlement  offers  a  three  months'  com 
in  public  health  nursing.  .  .  .   Kach  nur^^  is  assigned  to  oi 
of  the  regidar  Scttlenient  districts,  for  which  she  becom< 
dirci'tly  responsible.    She  is  expected  to  assume  the  nursing 
the  patients  in  her  district  with  the  same  care  and  enthusia;;, 
that  would  be  shown  if  she  were  to  remain  permanently.     In 
her  district  or  Held  work,  she  is  under  the  careful  guidance 
and  instruction  of  her  head  nurse  and  supervisor.  1 

Class  instruction  is  given  once  a  week.    A  talk  upon  a  given 
subject  on  one  week  is  followed  on  the  next  by  a  visit  of  in* 
spection  to  some  institution,  this  visit  being  intended  to  illus 
trate  the  talk. 

The  following  outlines  represent  one  of  the  courses  cove 
ing  three  months. 

treason    I.     Observation.     Inspection  of  Ellis  Island. 

Lesson  II.     Talk,  Public  Health  Nursing  in  New  Yorl 
City. 

Lesson  III.     Talk.     Babies'  Welfare  .^^sociation6.     After 
the  lecture,  class  visits  the  Settlement  Milk  Room.  | 

Lesson  IV.     Talk.     Social  Service  Bureau  of  Mt.  Sinai; 
Hospital 

lesson  V.     Staff  Meeting,     (a)   Welcome,  by  Lillian  D. : 
Wald.     (b)  Organization  of  the  Public  Health  XnrsinT  As- 
sociation in  the  United  States,  Ella  P.  Crandall,  secretary. 
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Lesson  VI.    The  Public  School  Nurse. 

Lesson  VII.  Observation.  School  nursixig  in  one  of  the 
Public  Sehools. 

Lesson  VIII.  SympOFium  on  Settlements  by  members  of 
the  staff  living  in  various  Settlements  in  the  city. 

Lesson  IX.  Staff  l^Ieeting.  Talk;  New  York's  Milk  Sup- 
ply.    (Lantern  Illustrations.) 

Lesson  X.  Observation,  (a)  79th  St.  Branch  of  the  Henry 
Street  Settlement;   (b)    East  Side  Ilouse  Settlement. 

Lesson  XL  Talk,  (n)  Institutions  for  the  care  of  tuber- 
culosis patients;  (b)  Convalescent  care. 

Lnsson  XII.  Ohservationa.  The  Rest;  Grand  View  on  the 
Hudson  (Convalescent  Home  of  the  Settlement). 

Visiting  Nurse  Association,  Chicago,  Illinois. 

The  riiir-flgo  Visiting  Nurse  Association  gives  a  three 
months'  rour^e.  covering  the  various  branches  of  public 
]iGa!th  nnnsing.  Personal  attention  is  given  by  the  super- 
visor. Weekly  meetings  are  held  at  the  office  and  daily  meet- 
ings at  the  sub-stations. 

Detroit  Visiting  Nurse  Association,  Detroit,  Michigan. 

The  District  Association  provides  a  course  of  three  months, 
giving  the  advantage  of  observation  in  the  several  districts 
with  various  types  of  populations,  in  live  dispensaries  where 
Apsociatiori  nurses  serve,  in  the  l)alty  welfare  field,  in  tuber- 
culosis W(irk  inijludinj^  an  open  air  school,  one  county  and  two 
city  Banatt*ria  and  in  the  summer  home  for  mothers  and 
children  at  Bay  Court  Through  the  Board  of  Health  nurses 
get  in  touch  witli  the  work  of  the  s<'ho()l  nurses. 

PriK-tical  teaching  in  the  homes  will  be  given  chiefly  l)y 
the  senior  nurse.  Nurses  are  expected  to  do  general  nursing, 
giving  half  time  to  field  work. 

Richmond  Instructive  Visiting  Nurse  Association,  Richmond, 

Virginia. 

The  Richmond  Association  provides  a  three  months*  course 
or  longer  with  field  work  under  supervision  of  the  Associa- 
tion. Experience  will  be  given  with  the  staff  of  nurses  doing 
instructive  work  in  the  infant  mortality  and  tulwrculosis 
field,  also  experience  with  the  medical  and  sanitary  inspec- 
tors of  the  city. 


I. 
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District  Nursing  Associutiun,  Buffalo,  Net 

A  six  months*  course  for  graduate  i 
the  District  Nursing  Associntion  of  Bu 
iug  the  first  montlis  training  in  offire  cj 
practical  field  work  under  a  supervia 
changing  districts  and  natinualities.  A 
is  also  given.  Through  cooperation  witi 
experience  with  the  school  uurses  and  ' 
provideil.  The  bnby  welftire  nurses  ar 
Ass(x*iation,  and  experience  in  this  field 
course.  Nurses  will  l>e  given  op|)ortui: 
conferences  by  the  Associated  Charities. 

Weekly  lectures  arc  given  on  such  b\ 
ing:  Friendly  Visiting;  Principles  of 
County  Poor  Department;  Children's  A 
Department;  School  Nursing  and  Chil( 
Court;  Truant  School;  Probation  Syi 
drenV  Guild;  Settlement  Work;  Di«trk 
Service  Work.  ^H 

Visiting  Nurses*  iSettloment,  Orange,  Nei 

This  associotion  provides  a  three  n 
elude  leetiires  on  social  and  nursing  wo 
and  general  instruction  in  visiting  nursii 
baby  clinic  tn8truc*tion  is  given  by  a 


1 


District  Nursing  Aaaociatioo,  Concord, 

The  association  provides  a  three  moi 
ence  is  provided  in  connection  with  coui 
111.,  Conivrd.  New  Hampshire,  and  Ric 
is  the  intention  of  the  Hed  Cross  to 
months  experience  in  rural  nursing  foi 
c<»nipleted  a  three  months*  ctmrse  with 
Kxperience  in  rural  work  will  U»  proi 
NuFFing  AHS<»ciation  of  Nurlhern  West 
York,  and  the  Nursing  Association  in  U 

As  other  asHoiiations  will  be  utilizi*d 
training  centers  for  its  rural  nurses,  th« 
subject  to  additions  at  any  time.  Jt  i 
one  association  in  every  state  may  becc 
for  Hed  Croiw  nursmi  in  city  and  country 

Theso  schcdulea  havo   hcon   repeated   il 
pioneer  efforts  of  great  sincerity  and  all 
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recognition,  und  also  because  historically  they  will  serve  to 
measure  progress.  Even  a  few  years  after  tlirir  origin,  the 
broadeniTig  and  enriching  of  their  tearhiiig  work  was  marked, 
in  the  vasv  of  those  associations  that  continncd  to  t^'aeh.  The 
Henry  Sfreet  Settlement,  for  example,  in  afliliation  with  Teach- 
ers College,  grew  t^  the  stature  of  an  eminent  ediicational 
center.  None  would  now,  at  time  of  writing,  use  the  t^rm 
"course"  in  connection  with  their  carefully  planned  field  work 
and  instruction,  but  however  they  may  expand  no  finer  vSpirit  of 
service  can  they  show  than  that  of  their  early  and  eager  service. 
As  other  opportunities  were  opened  some  of  the  pioneers  felt 
relieved  of  responsibility. 

iSoon  after  these  schedules  had  been  publiHhcd  twenty-four 
nurses  had  been  Assigned ;  twelve  to  Henry  Street  Settlement, 
New  York;  five  to  the  Richmond  Association,  five  to  Boston^ 
and  one  to  Cliicago. 

This  type  of  preparation  through  apprenticeships  continued 
for  several  years  (llUii-linCi  I,  gi*adually  giving  way  to 
"t^urses"  of  a  more  gtuuiinely  educational  character  given  by 
universities  and  colleges. 

Not  content  with  simply  recinnTriending  the  existing  special 
courses  to  its  applicants,  the  (.'ommittec  on  Education,  at  an 
early  moment,  had  gone  thoroughly  into  the  subject  of  prepar- 
ing its  own  minimuin  standardized  schedules  of  pf>8t-graduate 
work  for  the  help  of  training  centers.  As  early  as  1014  reipiests 
had  come  from  several  colleges  in  the  South  and  West  for 
outlines  of  courses  for  Rural  Nurses,  and  t-entative  sugges- 
tions had  been  submitted  in  reply.  The  demand  for  schedules 
for  suitable  courses  grew  to  be  insistent,  and  this  at  a  time 
when  it  was  difficult  even  for  the  leaders  in  nursing  education 
to  formulate  the  miniiiinm  requirements  of  post-graduate  study 
to  fit  nurses  for  this  new  and  rapidly  developing  field  of  service. 
The  field  itself  seemed  daily  to  disclose  broader  horizons,  reach- 
ing far  beyond  those  that  the  ordiuary  training  of  nurses  had 
eqnipiied  them  to  meet.  To  crowd  specialized  instruction  into 
a  four  munths'  p*~)st-graduate  course  soon  proved  unsatisfactory 
to  the  ceulers  trying  this  method,  aa  well  as  a  severe  tax  upon 
the  student,  and  yet  while  the  Town  and  Country  Nursing 
Service  felt  early  and  keenly  the  need  for  definite  courses  as 
the  only  snre  foundation  for  the  pro[KU'  development  of  its 
work,  its  recoramendations  were,  of  course*,  subject  to  the  de- 
cision of  educators,     'iliercfore,  while  tentative  outlines  were 
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sent  out  bj  the  Red  Cross  previous  to  1915,  it  was  not  un 
March  of  that  year  that  it  definitely  sanctioned  an  outliuey 
that  was  for  an  eight  months'  course  only. 

The  early  outlines,  always  tentative,  were  agreed  upon 
the  Committee  on  Nursing,  in  two  forms:  one,  the  minimu 
for  a  four  months'  course;  the  second,  for  an  eight  mont 
course.**  They  were  sent,  always  with  emphasis  laid  upon 
longer  one,  to  the  various  groups  of  institutions  which  su 
qiiently  established  training  centers.  An  active  corresponden 
was  conducted  from  Headquarters  on  the  proposed  courses,  a 
a  general  propaganda  was  carried  on,  including  personal  visifij 
to  a  number  of  cities.  The  propaganda  was  of  considerabk 
magnitude,  and  it  may  be  justly  liM  that  the  influence  of  till 
Red  Cross  in  thus  promoting  opportunities  for  advanced  traii| 
ing  in  public  health  work  was  very  great  and  constituted  thi 
first  cfTorts  at  standarJiziug  such  courses.  Miss  Clement  saii 
of  that  period:  i 

The  education  of  the  rural  nurse  was  of  such  vital  impofl 
tanee  in  the  early  days  of  the  service,  that  our  struggle  N 
locate  opportunities  fur  obtaining  it  never  ceased.  Our  ou^ 
line  of  the  four  months'  course  was  prepared  at  the  time  whei 
we  first  began  to  insist  that  a  **course''  must  include  academ|( 
training  and  not  experience  aloue.  The  proposal  of  a  trainii^ 
center  to  he  established  hy  the  Red  Cross  itself,  came  up  \h 
fore  the  committees  on  Town  and  Country  Xursiug  Servid 
but  it  was  generally  agreed  that  teaching  was  the  duty  a 
strictly  educational  institutions  and  should  be  left  to  them.  '' 

The  outlines  of  those  earliest  tentative  schedules  drawn  uj 
by  the  Committee  on  Education  are  here  given:  , 

The  minimum  training  period  in  preparation  for  Red  Cro^ 
visiting    nursing    is    four    months,    approximately    eight 
weeks.    It  should  include  class  instruction,  lectures  and  vis 
lor  observation,  to^cfher  with  practical  work  in  conncxiti 
with  well  organized  public  health  luireiug  agencies  in  city  a 
country. 

The  academic  work  of  a  four  or  eight  months'  course  gi 
in  connection  with  a  university  or  other  educational  insti 
tion  must  be  in  i-ljar-^e  nf  a  teacher  nurj^e  well  grounded  in  tl| 
principles  and  technique  of  public  health  nursing.  This  pal 
of  the  course,  consisting  of  class  instruction  and  lecture 
should  occupy  Rve  or  six  hours  weekly.  Additional  tiiB 
should  be  allowed  for  visits  of  observation.  j 

"Annu»I  Meetinjj.  C'ommittoe  on  Xuraing,  December,  1913. 
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Four  Months'  ConTse 


I.  Public  health  nursing  (three  hours  weekly)  to  be  given 
by  nurse.  Hirtti)ry.  clevelojunriit,  prinoipli's^  (equipment, 
technique,  nursing  care»  surgical  nursing,  medical  nursing, 
nursing  of  chronics,  nursing  of  children,  nursing  of  infants, 
maternities,  insurance  and  industrral  nursing,  eujergencies, 
free  medical  service,  relief  and  cooperation,  fees,  gifts  and 
other  related  subjects,  household  hygiene  and  dietaries, 
clerical  work. 

II.  Hygiene  and  SanitRtion.     (Two  hours  weekly.) 

A  general  survey  of  principal  health  problems  of  a  modern 
municipality  and  rural  dif^trict. 

The  fundamental  principles  of  isanitary  science,  their  ap- 
plication to  water  supply  and  milk  supply  and  to  the  dispoiral 
of  sewage  and  garbage. 

Air  supply,  problems  of  tenement  and  factory  sanitation, 
functions  and  methods  of  boards  of  health. 

The  use  of  vital  statistit^s  as  an  index  of  health  conditions. 

III.  Practical  Srx  iology   (one  hour  weekly). 

This  course  should  be  designed  to  suggest,  with  such  class 
discussion  as  the  limited  time  permits^  the  important  and 
significant  phases  of  the  soiinl  treatment  of  families  and  indi- 
viduals. It  should  include  the  making  of  an  investigation, 
keeping  of  records,  recognition  of  the  normal  standard  of 
living,  enforcement  of  ordinary  family  and  social  obli«fations, 
utilization  of  one*8  experience  with  individuals  and  families 
in  distress  as  a  contribution  to  movnnienti^  for  prevention  and 
social  protwtion,  and  other  common  elements  in  these  various 
kinds  of  social  work.  Reading  and  spec'ial  topics  for  study 
might  be  included. 

Field  Instruction.  .  ,  . 

The  field  nursing  in  its  various  branches  must  be  under 
close  supervision  of  experienced  visiting  nurses.  It  is  im- 
perative that  general  visiting  nursing,  school  nursing,  tuber- 
culosis and  infant  welfare  work  should  be  well  organized  in 
the  city  wliere  the  course  is  offered.  During  the  course  stu- 
dent nurses  sliould  be  given  opportunity  to  learn  of  board  of 
health  activities,  what  public  iti.stitutions  exist  for  relief,  and 
the  laws  relating  to  health,  education  and  employment  of 
men,  women  and  children.  They  should  attend  Associated 
Charities  conferences,  where  the  relief  work  is  well  organized 
and  learn  of  the  office  routine,  methods  of  family  treatment, 
record  keeping  and  use  of  the  coniidential  exchange.  If  a 
well-organized  social  service  tlepartment  of  a  hospital  is 
available,  the  nurses  should  visit  and  learn  of  its  procedure. 
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Visits  for  observation  to  various  other  social  agencies  might  I 
included. 

Of  the  fifteen  weeks'  work  spent  in  the  city,  eleven  migl 
be  given  to  general  visiting  nursing  oi  surgical,  medical,  mi 
teraity  and  infectious  eases,  special  attention  being  given 
asepsis,  use  of  household  utensils,  ditpusal  of  used  dressin 
ventilation,  care  of  room,  diet,  medication,  provision  for  c» 
between  nurses*  visits,  disinfection,  sick  room  comforts,  bull 
provision  for  care  of  family  during  illness  of  a  parent,  isol 
tion  and  (juarantine  precaution,  treatment  of  family  problen 
coiiperuiiun  with  other  ngeucies,  speuiul  branches,  two  wee 
in  tile  schools,  one  week  in  tuberculosis  and  contagious  nu 
ing,  aiitl  one  in  infant  welfare  work.  Record  keeping  in  t 
various  branches  of  public  health  nursing  should  be  a  subj 
of  special  study.  If  experience  in  these  branches  is  includ 
in  the  gencnil  work  of  a  visiting  nurnc  association,  corr 
sponding  allowance  should  be  made  in  the  amount  of  li 
devoted  for  special  work  in  each  branch. 

Tlie  last  three  weeks  should  be  spent  in  a  rural  comniuui 
if  possible  where  school  nursing  is  carried  on,  and  where  t 
nurse  has  developed  classes  or  clubs  for  young  persons,  oi 
ganized  mothers'  conferences  or  has  been  instrumental  in  d 
veloping  other  forms  of  social  work.  It  would  be  well  for  t 
nurse  to  attend  u  meeting  of  the  local  visiting  nurse  associ 
tion  and  to  have  explained  to  her  the  farm  of  organizatiofij 
duties  of  eoninutlee  ami  methods  of  iiuancing  the  work,  tl 
she  might  understand  the  problems  from  that  side. 
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Eight  Months'  Course 

ii 

T,  Public  health  nursing  (see  I  under  four  iuonth| 
course) — Tlirec  hours  weekly.  , 

II.  Nutrition — Two  hours  weekly. 

A  non-teebnical  study  of  the  functions  and  nutritive  valu^ 
of  foods,  the  feeding  of  families  and  larger  groups  with  pa< 
ticular  referrnce  to  nutritive  requirements  and  the  co.st  q 
fo<»d  in  relation  to  the  family  budget. 

III.  Elements  of  psychology  and  their  application  to  nu 
ing  problems — Two  liours  weekly. 

IV.  Preventive  Medicine — Two  hours  weekly. 
Methods  of  application  by  nurses  of  modmi  scientific  m 

cal  knowledge  in  the  prevention  of  disease;  the  causes  of 
fant  mortality,  tuberculosis  and  the  more  prevalent 
cable  diseases;  alcoholism,  feeble-mjndedness.  insanity,  e 
and  available  measures  for  prevention  and  methods  of  care 

V.  Hygiene   and    Sanitation — Two   hours   weekly.      ( 
II  under  ^'Four  months'  course.") 


JFROM  RURAL  TO  PUBLIC  HEALTH  NURSLNG    ISiD 


I 


I 


VI.  A[o(Iern  Social  Problemp — Two  hours  weekly. 

An  iiitrixiuotion  tn  the  ptiidy  of  modern  mvial  problems 
and  their  reiations.    Such  topics  as  the  following: 

Adjustments  made  necessary  hy  ehnngos  nfferting  the  fam- 
ily, property  mihI  freedom  of  i-ontract;  the  demands  for  better 
protection  of  personal  rights  in  contrast  to  property  rights, 
emphasized  by  the  ;::^owth  of  thp  democratic  movement;  the 
tendency  toward  direet  action  in  the  affairs  of  government; 
the  control  of  industrial  conditions  in  the  interest  of  the  com- 
mon welfare;  the  lidjnstment  of  the  eclueatioual  system  to 
modern  needs;  the  public  health  movement  in  its  relation  to 
other  social  problems;  the  movement  through  labor  organiza- 
tions and  other  voluntary  associations,  or  through  social  legis- 
lation and  Hocial  insurance^  to  raise  and  maintain  the  stand- 
ard at  living;  finally  the  emphasis  upon  cooperation  in  t;on- 
trast  to  individualism. 

VIL  Practical  Sociology'— One  hour  weekly.  (See  HI  un- 
der "Four  Months'  Course.") 

VIIL  Rural  Sociology — One  hour  weekly. 


In  Marcli,  1915,  the  schedule  given  above  was  revised  in 
certain  details  as  follows.    The  new  material  only  is  shown; 

HI.  A  Study  of  Mental  Processes  Involved  in  the  Work  of 
a  Nurse  with  Indivitlnnls  and  Communities — Two  hours 
weekly.     (Compare   If  I.  Klements  of  PsychologA.) 

Thi:^  eoursG  will  iiu  hide  definitions  and  class  exercises  illus- 
trating certain  coinninii  inentiil  processes.  Th€»se  will  be  con- 
sidered in  their  lonncctinn  with  th*^  bedside  and  edncatinnal 
work  of  a  nurse  and  application  made  with  reference  to  her 

k  approach  to  individunls,  families,  classes  and  other  group 
meetings,  as  well  as  to  the  entire  community.  Foreign  aud 
native  populations  in  their  old  and  new  environments  will  he 
studied  with  reference  to  customs,  superstitions  and  other 
racial  chnractcristics.  Practice  in  construction  of  lesson  plans 
and  presentation  of  subject  material  will  he  required.  Con- 
crete plans  for  community  service  will  be  developed. 

VII.  Tractiual  Sociology  (slightly  modified) — One  hour 
weekly. 

This  course  should  he  designed  to  suggest,  with  such  class 
discussions  as  the  limited  time  permits,  the  important  aud 
significant  phases  of  the  social  treatment  of  families  and  indi- 
viduals. It  shonlrl  include  the  making  of  an  investigation,  the 
keeping  of  records,  the  rwognition  of  the  normal  standard  of 
living,  the  enforcement  of  ordinary  family  and  social  obli- 
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g»tioiM  ftnd  otiier  riemento  of 
ffpecUl  topics  for  study  might  be 
VIII.  Bunl  SocitilogT  (De»)- 
This  coarse  Ib  descriptive  mad 
a  purpose  of  directing  ittidenta  u 
rice.  It  includes  lectures,  redtatioiMj 
special  papers  presented  by  zneml 
terial  u^ed  is  the  Countrv  Life  Bil 
Church,  School,  Public  Health, 
etc  A  itady  is  made  of  the  history] 
tent,  the  rural  populatiou,  size,  comj 
populations;  the  rural  commuuity,  j 
peculiar  communities  and  peoples,  d 
individualist  and  the  highly  «ocialiaj 
plea  of  social  £«rrice,  methods  and  w\ 
such  as  poverty,  rural  health,  ruralj 
church,  cooperative  organization  and 
pie  of  rural  survey  for  finding  the 
service. 

To  this  suggested  outline,  several  trail 
that  time  been  opened,  as  we  shall  see  li 
Nursing  added: 

Your  committee  expects  to  presooj 
during  the  current  year  a  resolution 
training  centers  offering  ei^t  moot] 
cepted  as  giving  satisfactory  preparat^ 
and  Country  Nursing  Service;  that  a  I 
eight  months'  course  as  herewith  pra 
your  Superintendent  be  authorized  to 

No  sooner  had  the  needs  of  the  Run 
dent  than  Miss  Nutting,  at  the  head  i 
Nursing  and  Health  at  Teachers  College, 
took  action  to  moet  thorn. 


1  ^H                            A  special  fnur  months'  course  was  e^ 
1^1                       winter  of  1913-1014.     The  practical  il 
1  ^H                        out  in  cooperation  with  the  Henry  Stre 
1  ^H                       District    Nursing   Association   of  West 

1  ^H                          Two  months  were  spent  in  the  SettlenM 
fl  ^H                       in  the  homes ;  one  in  the  Division  of  Ct 
|l  ^H                       tagious  Diseases  of  the  New  York  Boar< 
M  ^Mt                  the  public  school  nurses  and  in  the  Tu 
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Milk  Stations,  and  one  in  the  rural  mirsitig  work.  Instruction 
by  means  of  lectures,  conferences  and  excursions  was  given 
twice  weekly  by  Teachers  College,  as  gn^iped  under  the  three 
heads:  1,  Public  Health  Nursing;  2,  Kural  Life  Problems;  3, 
The  Application  of  Preventive  Medicine  in  Nursing. 


if 


Teachers  College,  said  Miss  Clement,  was  thus  the  first 
educational  institution  in  the  country  to  offer  a  course  by 
which  graduate  nurses  roultl  receive  academic  instruction  in 
rural  problems  in  connection  with  a  short  course  in  public 
health  nursing. 


The  Boston  Visiting  Nurse  Association  (formerly  the  In- 
structive District  Nursing  Association  of  Boston),  followed 
next  to  Teachers  College  in  framing  a  course  meeting  the  spe- 
cial needs  of  the  lied  Cross  Town  and  Country  Nursing  Ser- 
vice. It  gave  its  practical  teaching  in  a  "model  district"  under 
a  competent  supervisor.  Two  months  spent  in  this  way  were 
followed  by  two  in  preventive  work  with  mothers  and  babies, 
and  the  £eld  work  of  the  Associated  Charities,  under  the  guid- 
ance of  the  respective  secretaries  of  those  associations.  Special 
provision  was  made  for  actual  service  in  rural  communities, 
and  special  classes  and  reading  on  rural  problems  provided. 
The  lectures  and  class  work  covered : 

1,  History,  principles,  and  administration  of  public  health 
nursing; 

2,  Medico-social  relations  of  diseases; 

3,  ElementiJ  of  sociology  and  social  progress. 

Excursions  were  arranged  weekly  to  institutions  and  char- 
itable agencies  in  Boston.  Opportunities  were  given  for  obser- 
vation of  industrial  welfare  work,  public  school  nursing  and 
tuberculosis  nursing  and  prevention. 

Similar  steps  were  taken  in  a  number  of  fithcr  hx-alities  so 
that  the  Red  Cross  Report  covering  the  year  ending  Novem- 
ber 30,  1916,  said: 

Four  and  eight  months'  courses  have  been  opened  this  year 
in  Ciiuinnati.  Columbus  and  Chicago.  The  establishment  of 
mjch  ('nurses  cloBcly  concerns  the  development  of  the  Town 
and  Country  Xur&ing  Service.  ...  St.  Louis,  Baltimore  and 
Iowa  City  are  among  centers  now  organizing  general  courses 
in  public  health  nursing.     Milwaukee  has  a  three  months' 
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course  and  several  cities,  among  them  Pitteburgh  and  Detroi 
are  offering  lecture  courses  for  nurses  on  public  health  topi* 
Seventeen  nurses  have  entered  upon  courses  this  year.     Tl 
inrreased  number  of  nurses  desiring  to  qualify  for  Red  Croi 
service   in   the  eiglit   months'   courses   in   preference   to 
shorter  periods  of  training,  is  a  particularly  encouraging  fed 
ture  in  the  development  of  rural  nursing.     Ten  nurses  noi 
taking  eight  months'  postgraduate  courses  in  Boeton,  Nei 
York,  Philadelphia  and  Chicago,  will  be  available  for  appointl! 
mcnt  in  June.  I 


The   results   of   improved   opportunity  were   shown    in   th< 
follov^ing  record : 

Out  of  sixty-six  nurses  in  service  in  1916,  thirty-three  ba^ 
bad  special  courses   including  academic  trainingp  fourtee^ 
having  had  eight  months'  courses.     Of  the  total  number  oj 
thirty-three,  fourteen  were  prepared  at  Teachers  College  il 
conjunction    with    Henry    Street    Settlement,    four    monthi 
course ;  two  were  prepared  at  Teacliers  College,  eight  niontl 
course;  eight  were  prepared  at  Phipps  lustitute,  eight  month 
course;  three  were  prepared  at  Ek)stou  Instructive  Distri 
Association   in   conjunction   with    Boston    School   for   Soc 
Work,  eight  months'  course;  four  were  prepared  at  Bost 
Instructive    District    Nursing    Association,    four    mont 
course ;   one  at    New   York    School    for    Social   Work,   eig 
months'  course;  and  one  at  the  Chicago  Visiting  Nurse 
ciation,  four  months*  course. 

Two  of  these  taking  the  Sunimcr  Course,  four  and  eig 
months'  course,  and  Fcventcen  the  four  and  six  months'  cott 
given  in  cnnjunctinn  with  Henry  Street  Settlement. 

Covering  about   this  same   period,   twenty-two   Candida 
for  the  Town  and  Country  Nursing  Service  entered  the 
ton   Instructive   District   Nurniiig  Associatitui  courses   giv 
in  conjunction  with  other  loial  agencies.     Of  these  five 
the  eight  months'  and  seventeen  the  four  months'  course 

A  year  later  Columbia  University  took  another  advance^ 
step  by  preparing  Trachcrs  College  to  give  special  puhlic  healtj 
instruct iun  to  uudcrt;;ruduatc  nurses  during  their  hospi 
training. 

While  it  was   true   that   pnhlif*   health   nursing  in   gene 
was  becoming  more  and  Tuorc  aoriously  developed,  yet  the 
Crete  a|M*ciahy  uf  rural  work  was  not  always  thoroughly  d 
with.     On  this  point  Misa  Cleineut;  wrote: 
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With  one  or  two  exceptions  the  courses  in  puljlic  health 
nurning  do  not  include  study  or  experience  in  rural  health 
and  sanitation  or  practical  experience  in  rural  uur^iug. 
There  is  need  for  such  a  course  for  while  knowledge  of  city 
ionditionti  serves  as  a  good  foundation  for  rural  work,  some 
knowledge  of  rural  Bociolog)'  and  familiarity  with  country 
life  will  forestall  Ip-soiir  otherwise  to  be  leame*l  hy  sad  ex- 
perieiioe.  Any  one  of  the  present  schools  of  public  health 
nursing,  were  fmaiicinl  astiiatance  from  the  Red  Cross  forth- 
coming, might  willingly  provide  for  epecialization  in  rural 
nursing. 

In  1910,  of  thirteen  educational  institutions  giving  public 
health  nursing  courses,  two  were  recordofl  as  giving  eight 
mouths',  four  giving  four  months',  and  two  nine  months*.  The 
others  gave  summer  or  evening  courses. 

With  the  development  of  the  Kducational  Committee  of  the 
National  Organixntion  for  Public  Health  Nursing  (1017-1018) 
it  was  no  longer  n<'re8sarv  for  tlit*  Hed  (Voss  to  give  time  and 
labor  toward  stimulating  the  establiHliment  of  courses  in  ptiblic 
healtli  nursing,  or  advising  upon  tlie  form  and  eoiilents  of  their 
curricula.  For  then  a  new  committee*  of  the  N.  O.  P.  IL  N.  took 
over  these  resp<jusibilities,  and  employed  an  educational  secre- 
tary to  carry  on  its  work.  Much  of  the  time  of  tliis  secrejary 
was  gi\'en  to  field  work,  visits  to  schools  already  conducting 
or  preparing  to  open  public  health  nursing  courses.  The 
Committee  made  a  study  of  existing  centers  with  the  aim  of 
arriving  at  a  satisfactory  basis,  and  presently  announced  a 
minimum  standard  based  largely  on  the  previous  models  set 
up  by  the  Red  Cross  Town  and  Country  Nursing  Service.  It 
then  gradually  compiled  a  list  of  schools  which  maintained  this 
standard  and  which  it  endorsed.  In  1018  the  Town  and 
Country  Nursing  Service  definitely  placed  the  responsibility 
of  endorsement  upon  the  National  Organization  for  Public 
Health  Nursing.  By  July,  1021,  there  were  ten  public  health 
nursing  courses  fully  endorsed  by  the  Educati(tuul  Cmimiittee 
of  the  National  Organization  for  Public  Health  Nursing  and 
nine  tentatively  endorsed,  meaning  tliat  full  endorsement  was 
to  be  given  when  certain  <]ualifieations  had  been  met.  All  of 
these  courses  were  us(m1  by  the  Ked  Cross  for  the  training  of 
public  health  nurses  who  had  been  granted  sebolarsliipa. 

The  public  health  nursing  courses  were  established  on  a 
Roiiud  educational  basis.     In  most  cases  they  were  a  part  of 


1251  HISTORY  OF  AMERICAN  RED  CROSS  NURSING 


the  curriculum  of  a  leadiug  university  and  in  a  few  they  "were 
developed  within  a  school  for  social  service  or  social  economy. 
Lectures  and  instruction  of  a  high  order  in  the  theory  of  public 
health  nursing  were  thus  assured. 

The  length  of  the  courses  was  usually  one  academic  year, 
with  the  possibility  of  further  specialized  or  advance<i  study. 
A  course  of  four  mouths  was  also  offered  for  nurses  unable  to 
take  tlie  longer  one. 

The  work  of  the  courses  was  dividtMl  about  evenly  into 
theory,  obtaintnl  in  the  university  or  schfKil,  and  field  work, 
where  the  theory  was  applied.  To  this  end,  practice  fields  were 
developed  or  existing  facilities  utilized  to  provide  auperviaed 
experience  in  the  different  forms  of  public  health  nursing. 
Thus  for  four  months  of  study  and  class  room  instruction  in 
the  principles  of  public  health  nursing,  medical  inspection  and 
school  nursing,  nutrition,  communicable  disease  control,  sani- 
tary sciencej  educational  and  industrial  hygiene,  oducatioual 
psychology'  and  sociology  and  principles  of  tnodcm  so<*ia1  work, 
the  student  spent  the  full  four  mouths  in  the  field  putting  into 
practice  what  the  course  had  taught  her.  Perhaps  the  greater 
part  of  the  time  would  be  sp)ent  on  the  staff  of  a  good  visiting 
nurse  association  which  offered  experience  in  the  care  of  all 
kinds  of  illness  in  the  home  and  in  teaching  the  principles  of 
healthful  living,  home  hygiene  and  sanitation.  ^M)mi*  time 
would  Ik^  spent  on  tlu^  staff  or  at  least  in  ol)8er\*ing  the  work  of 
the  school  nurses;  with  the  board  of  health  nursing  stafT, 
obsen'ing  methods  of  communicable  disease  control  and  other 
activities.  A  definite  period  of  actual  family  case  work  would 
be  afforded  with  a  charity  organization  S(K'iety  so  that  the  unrae 
might  become  accustomed  to  treating  the  family  as  a  unit  and 
also  might  gain  nn  insight  into  mx'ial  problems  and  tlieir  •olu- 
fion.  Experience  in  methods  of  infant  and  child  welfare,  utt- 
trition,  care  of  delinquents,  dependents  and  other  special  clasM* 
was  included  either  through  participation  or  observation.  Some 
courscK  provided  also  a  rural  field  where  conditions  pei'uliar  to 
country  life  might  hi*  met. 

This  incomplete  list  si-rves  to  show  how  public  health  nurs- 
ing education  had  progreased  ainoo  the  short  time  when  the 
piouMT  district  nursing  associations  provided  the  only  means 
for  piihlic  health  nursing  training. 

The  process  of  effecting  a  working  union  with  local  i^nmps 
prepared  to  assist  in  taking  up  rural  work  pruceded  aikd  gatt 


I 
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I 


FROM  RURAL  TO  PUBLIC  HEALTH  NURSING    1255 


rise  to  the  present  organization  of  the  Town  and  Country 
Nursing  Service  as  perfected  'n\  its  central  and  related  associa- 
tions, and  therefore  logically  comes  next  in  our  text. 

As  already  pointed  out,  there  were  few  Kcd  Cross  Chapters 
before  the  World  War,  nor  did  these  occupy  themselves  espe- 
cially with  questions  of  health.  It  was,  therefore,  to  groups  of 
a  different  character  that  the  Rural  Nursing  Committee  first 
turned. 

To  reach  and  inform  such  groups  a  pamphlet  was  issued 
(1913)  giving  a  statement  of  the  aims  of  the  Rural  Nursing 
Service  and  otTering  suggrstious  on  how  to  organize  a  loi*al 
nursing  association.  Local  groups  were  asked  to  write  to  Head- 
quarterSi  and  upon  request  suitable  by-laws  for  their  needs 
and  au  outline  of  suggested  duties  would  be  forwarded  to  them. 
A  year  later  (liU4)  a  revised  pamphlet  called  "American  Red 
Cross  Town  and  Country  Nursing  Service,  General  Outline, 
Form  No.  2"  contained  full  information  on  every  point.  From 
those  first  leaflets  only  the  earliest  and  later  sections  historically 
interesting  will  be  quoted,  in  order  that  changes  may  be  traced 
and  the  general  continuity  on  main  lines  made  clear. 

It  is  the  purpose  of  the  Red  Cro^s,  through  its  Town  and 
Country  Nursing  Service.,  to  furtht'r  the  establishment  tjf 
local  nursing  associations  in  order  that  the  services  of  the 
visiting  nurse  may  be  brought  within  reach  of  small  towns  ami 
country  districts  of  the  United  States,  and  througli  affdiation 
with  local  organiiiations  to  assist  them  in  promoting  the  inter- 
ests of  public  health  nursing.  In  accordance  with  this  pur- 
pose the  Red  Cross  endeavorK: 

1.  To  assist  local  groups  in  the  organization  and  adminis- 
tration of  nursing  associations  within  its  scope  when  called 
upon  to  do  so. 

2.  To  develop  a  personnel  of  efficient  visiting  nurses  well 
equipped  by  training  and  experience  for  visiting  nursing  in 
the  smaller  communities,  such  nurse;--  to  be  employed  by  local 
organizations  allilinted  with  the  Town  and  Country  Nursing 
Service. 

3.  To  assist  affiliated  organizations  in  maintaining  approved 
standards  of  public  health  nursing,  and  in  various  ways  to 
help  the  nurses  meet  the  health  needs  of  their  communities 
mure  adequately. 

The  acceptance  of  a  few  regulations  on  the  part  of  local 
organizations  constitutes  nffiliHtion  with  the  Town  and  Coun- 
try Nursing  Service.    These  conditions  have  been  adopted  for 
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the  purpose  of  eatablighing  Bome  degree  of  uniformity  in  th« 
administration  of  vibitiug  nursing.  They  consist  of  standard 
re^ilations  deemed  essential  by  the  Ked  Cross  to  t'onaerve  tlie 
bebt  interests  of  loeal  nursing  associations  and  the  (.-ommunity 
at  large.  All  other  regulations  or  recomnieruUiiiotui  contuined 
in  this  "Ontline"  are  suggested,  not  jrrescribed. 

1.  An  affiliated  organization  shall  regularly  employ  such 
visiting  nurses  as  fullill  the  requirements  of  the  Red  Cro» 
and  are  appointed  to  its  Town  and  Country  Nursing  Service. 

(Although  the  assignment  and  dismissal  of  these  visiting 
nurses  is  made  by  tlie  Had  Cross,  whether  they  retain  their 
position  or  not  depends  upun  the  rei-ommendation  of  llie 
affiliftted  organization  by  which  they  are  employed,  and  lo 
whicli  they  are  directly  responsible.) 

2.  Temporary  or  substitute  visiting  nurses  employed  by  an 
affiliated  organixation  shall  be  approved  by  the  Re<l  Cruss. 

3.  At  least  six  months'  salary  shall  be  assured  before  a 
visiting  nurse  is  aasi^ied  to  duty  by  the  Red  CroRs. 

4.  When  on  duty  Red  Cross  visiting  nurses  shall  wear  the 
uniform  and  pendant  of  the  Town  and  Country  Xunung 
Service. 

5.  The  constitution,  by-laws,  rules  and  regulations  that  con- 
cern the  visiting  nursing  of  afViliatcd  organizations  shall  h$ 
approved  by  the  Red  Cross  (and  before  adoption  any  subse- 
quent alterations  or  iamendments  thereto), 

G.  The  designation  '*in  afhliation  with  the  American  Utd 
Cross  Town  and  Country  Nursing  Service"  sliall  always  follow 
titles  of  an  aMfiliated  organization  when  appearing;  oo  pubh- 
cations,  record  blanks,  ott:. 

7.  For  each  years  service  a  Red  Cross  visiting  nurse  shall 
be  entitled  to  one  month's  vacation  with  pay,  during  which 
time  a  substitute  nurse  shall  bo  employed.  (The  Red  Crotf 
will  endeavor  to  supply  substitutes.) 

8.  In  order  to  guarantee  maintenamn*  nf  nursing  standards, 
the  work  of  Red  Cross  visiting  nurses  shall  at  all  timci  tm 
subject  to  insjiection  by  the  Red  Crosa. 

*J.  The  nursing  of  patientts  by  Red  Cross  vi^it'  .rum 

shall  always  be  carriiMl  nn  under  the  direction  of  ^o. 

10.  When  two  or  more  visiting  nurses  are  cniplo>«tl  lu  om 
community  by  an  alHliated  orgaui/^ation,  one  »hall  be  Joic* 
nuted  by  the  Red  Cross  as  head  nuri^  or  sufter}nt«&idtfll.  U 
sudi  instances  it  is  so  advised  that  provision  be  iumW  for  titf 
nurs(>8  to  live  together,  exceptions  to  which  cualoiD  ahaU  bt 
approve^l  by  the  Red  Cross. 

11.  Re<1  Croas  visiting  nurses  shall  kt»p  rarvful  r^cor^of 
their  patients  on  report  cards  provided  or  approved  by  tha 
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Red  CrosB,  and  an  affiliated  orgauization  ehal)  submit  to  the 
Red  Cros8  diiplicateH  of  tlie  monthly  reports  made  by  the 
nurse  or  report  sheets  for  this  purpose. 

12.  Ked  Urosa  viBitiiig  nurses  shall  not  attend  infectious 
diseases  unless  due  provijiion  can  be  made  for  the  care  of  other 
patients.  (They  give  instruction  in  nursing  and  every  poi?«iii- 
ble  assit-tance  to  families  in  which  such  cases  occur.) 

13.  Red  Cross  visiting  nurses  shtiU  not  act  as  midwivea 
when  medical  attendance  i;^  available. 

14.  Wherever  an  affiliated  organization  assumes  the  re- 
sponsibility of  nursing  care  of  iuilustria!  policy-holders  for 
the  Metropnlitan  Life  TiiPuratKe  Company,  the  monthly  re- 
ports of  such  visits  sent  to  the  oftice  of  the  compimy  in  ac- 
cordance with  an  arrangement  previously  eflfected,  slmll  Ijc 
accompanied  by  liills  for  the  amount  to  be  paid  by  the  coni- 
pRny  to  the  lied  Cross  for  the  service  rendered,  tlie  full 
amount  of  satd  hills  to  he  remitted  i)y  tlie  Hed  Cross  to  the 
AfiUiated  organi^tion. 

15.  An  annual  report  of  the  work  of  an  afliliated  nursing 
organization  made  to  the  lied  Crosa  on  special  forms  fur- 
nished for  this  purpose  shall  be  submitted  in  January  of  each 
year. 

16.  An  affiliated  organization  shall  agree  to  employ  a  Red 
Cto6S  visiting  nurse  for  a  period  of  not  leas  than  a  year,  and 
to  notify  the  Hcd  Cross  in  writing  of  any  inlf^ntion  thereafter 
to  witlulraw  from  ntliliation  one  month  before  it  may  be 
discontrnucd.  This  ngreement  is  made  with  the  understand- 
ing that  should  the  Red  Cross  deem  it  advisable  to  dii»coutinue 
affiliation  it  will  do  so  by  giving  a  month's  notice  of  its  inteu- 
tiou  to  the  altiliated  organization. 

In  1014  but  two  changes  were  made  in  the  "Conditions  of 
Afiiliation/'  namely: 

2.  If  at  any  time  an  nffiliatpfl  orgHTn'zatinn  dpsire«  a  change 
of  nurses  at  least  one  month's  notice  thereof  shall  be  given 
to  the  Red  Cross  and  the  nurse  employed. 

And  this  proviso  was  added: 

(Conditions  of  Affiliation  are  subject  to  amendment  by  the 
Red  Cross  as  further  experience  may  indicate.) 

The  second  article  of  "Conditions  of  Affiliation"  of  1913 
was  amplilicd  (1914)  to  read: 
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When  temporary  nursiug  assistance  is  necessary*  BJ^liated 
organizations  Mill  engage  a  niir&e  who  it;  a  graduate  uf  a 
hospitrti  training  school  giving  at  least  two  years  of  general 
medical,  surgieal  and  oltBtetrical  training  in  a  hotipital  having 
a  minimum  daily  average  of  fifty  patients.  An  effort  will 
always  l>e  made  by  the  Red  Cross  to  supply  qualified 
substitutes. 

Of  tho  advantages  to  local  nursing  associations  of  affiliation 
with  the  Red  Cross,  the  first  circular  said: 

Upon  tlie  atliliation  of  a  local  nursing  orgBnization  vith  the 
Town  and  Country  Nursing  Service,  the  latter  aHciunies  no 
financial  or  other  local  responsibility^  or  does  it  impose  any 
fee.  On  the  contrary,  certain  bencHls  are  extendetl  to  allili- 
ated  organizations,  made  possible  by  a  large  endowment  fund 
to  be  used  by  the  Ked  Cross  for  this  special  purpose, 

1.  A  distinct  advantage  lies  in  the  ahsuraucc  that  Reil  Cross 
visiting  nurses  have  met  a  definite  standard  as  to  character 
and  as  to  preparntion  for  visiting  nursing. 

2.  The  Hed  Cross  meets  the  expense  of  a  general  super- 
vision of  its  visiting  nurses,  maintained  by  occasional  visits 
of  the  superintendent  of  nurses  and  supervisors,  and  through 
monthly  and  annual  reports  kept  by  the  nurses  and  submittal 
by  local  committees  to  the  Town  and  Couutnk*  Nu:  '^- 
ire.  This  fiupervision  in  no  way  interferes  with  tb-  -i- 
bility  of  a  nurse  to  the  local  organization  under  which  her 
work  is  conducted.  On  the  other  hand,  through  these  visiu, 
it  is  made  possible  for  athliated  organizations  to  obtain  help- 
ful suggestions  as  to  methods  of  administration  that  have 
proved  of  value  in  other  sections  of  the  country. 

3.  By  various  forms  of  assistance  given  to  its  nurs«0,  tb« 
Red  Cross  can  best  serve  its  afliliatcd  organizations.  A  travel- 
ing library  is  maintained  for  their  use,  including  etandanl 
works  on  economic  and  social  problems. 

4.  In  most  rural  sections  nurses  are  cut  off  from  helpful 
association  with  others  doing  similar  work.  Botli  thry  and 
Uieir  committees  often  realize  that  tliey  arc  hamlicapped  \yj 
this  isolation,  whereas  identification  with  an  extenftivrjy  or- 
ganized public  health  agency,  as  the  Town  and  Country 
Nursing  Service,  would  give  them  an  added  -'  tiiwanl 
the  establishment  and  maintenance  of  high  st^ii  i  risit- 
ing  nursing.  .  .  . 

7.  The  Red  Cross  supplies  affiliated  organizations,  witiKMl 
charge,  with  record  cards,  receipt  lKM)k«,  b«d)(ide  nules,  tnd 
monthly  report  sheets  used  in  connection  with  the  local  work 


FROM  RURAL  TO  PUBLIC  HEALTH  NURSING    1259 

of  the  nurse.  These  rards  are  udnpied  to  the  use  of  small 
comraunities.  A  set  of  forms  to  he  used  in  sehool  work  has 
been  prepareti.  and  may  he  purchased  by  adilialod  organiza- 
tions. Alliliated  ori^anizations  arc  not  required  to  use  the 
Red  Crosii  forms  wht^re  they  have  preference  for  others. 

8.  A  supply  of  vii^itin^  nursn.^'  ha^  and  equipment  is  kept 
on  hftn<l  hy  the  Ue.\  ('rof*^  in  Washington.  They  may  be 
purchased  by  alliliated  organizations. 


For  the  guidance  of  affiliated  societies  these  niles  for  the 
nursing  service  were  sent  out: 

1.  Appointment  to  the  Rural  Nursing  Service  will  be  for  a 
period  of  one  year,  and  reappointment  may  be  made  for  each 
year  subsequent  thertito.  A  nurse  may  leave  during  the  first 
three  months  in  the  service,  but  after  that  time  she  is  ex- 
pected to  remain  thronghout  the  year,  except  in  case  of  serious 
ilbiess,  or  whun  the  louul  committee  recommends  otherwise. 

2.  A  rural  nurse  %vill  he  given  a  certificate  of  appointment 
and  furni.'ihed  with  a  JJcd  Cross  pendant  hearing  her  appoint- 
ment number.  Tfie  latter  ie  to  be  worn  only  when  she  is  in 
regulation  uniform  of  a  Red  Cross  rural  uurKe,  which  she 
ehould  wear  while  on  duty.  The  pendant  remains  the  prop- 
erty of  the  Red  Cross  and  must  be  returned  when  her  con- 
nection with  the  society  has  ceased. 

3.  Rural  nurRos  will  receive  thirty  days*  vacation  annually 
with  pay  and  this  vacation  is  to  he  devoted  to  rest. 

4.  It  is  not  expected  that  under  ordinary  circumstances 
nurses  will  lie  called  upon  for  night  duty,  hut  in  case  of 
emergency  where  this  is  necessary  prnvision  should  be  made 
for  the  care  of  their  patients  during  the  day.  Patients  will 
be  visited  on  holidays  and  Sundays  when  special  or  immediate 
attention  is  required.  Except  in  emergencies  the  nurse  is 
expected  to  make  visits  at  night  only  at  the  request  of  a 
physician. 

5.  It  is  advisable  that  calls  for  a  nurse  be  accepted  from 
all  sources  in  comnuinitics  where  this  plan  is  practicable,  but 
it  should  be  generally  understood  that  tlic  nursing  of  patients 
is  always  conducted]  under  the  direction  of  a  medical  prac- 
titioner. 

6.  A  nurse  is  expected  to  obtain  the  consent  of  her  com- 
mittee before  answering  the  call  of  a  physician  outside  her 
district  and  this  should  only  be  given  when  the  nurse's  other 
cases  permit. 

7.  Nurses  are  expected  to  pay  for  aprons,  uniforms,  hats 
and  coats  of  the  pattern  prescribed  for  Red  Cross  rural  nurses. 
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8.  Nurses  are  not  allowed  to  attend  iufections  di^etaca 
■unless  due  proviBion  can  be  made  for  the  care  of  the  other 
patients.  They  may  give  instruction  in  nursing  and  every 
possible  assistance  ia  families  in  which  such  cases  occur. 

y.  They  should  not  net  as  midwives  when  medical  aid  is 
available,  nor  under  ordinary  circnmstttmes  be  expecte<l  to 
attend  normal  deliveries.  They  may  answer  calls  to  patients 
reported  any  time  after  continomcnt. 

]U.  Where  two  or  more  nurses  are  employed  in  a  com- 
munity, one  will  be  designated  head  nurse. 

11.  Nurses  should  not  accept  personal  presents  of  money 
from  patients  or  friends  of  patients. 

12.  They  should  not  attempt  to  influence  the  religious  or 
political  opinion  of  patients,  to  influence  patients  in  the 
choice  of  a  physician,  or  pres<.>rLbe  for  patients  or  dispense 
drugs  except  under  directions  of  a  physician. 

13.  Nurses  are  not  allowed  to  solicit  in  any  way  for  com- 
mercial interests  with  which  the  Red  Cross  through  local 
organizations  cooperate  in  the  care  of  the  sick. 

14.  Giving  of  material  relief  is  outside  the  sphere  of  the 
visiting  nurse,  and  cases  requiring  such  aid  should  be  reported 
to  the  committee  or  directly  to  an  ajreiuy  in  the  community 
whose  province  it  is  to  provide  for  t^uch  n*eds.  The  uurse. 
however,  should  be  provided  with  means  for  relieving  emer- 
gency neeil  until  such  time  as  her  committee  or  the  relief 
agencies  can  act.  This  "emergency  fund*'  might  also  be 
increased  to  include  extraordinary  expenses  such  as  a  night 
nurse,  or  a  relief  nurse,  or  the  transportation  of  a  patient 
when  necessary. 

15.  Kural  nurses  are  expected  to  keep  careful  records  of 
their  patients  on  report  cards  provided  by  the  Red  Crow  for 
this  purpose. 

1(>.  To  avoid  leaving  verbal  messages  with  patieota  or  thtir 
friends  when  not  able  to  communicate  directly  with  ih* 
physician,  the  nurse  should  do  so  in  writing,  and  in  order  ta 
protect  both  patient  and  the  nurse  it  is  bop«d  that  under 
similar  circumstances  the  physician  will  obaerve  tba 
rule. 

17.    Nurses  should  be  hold  re8p<iusible  for  propert? 
by  the  local  board  of  patients,  and  they  should  take  a  nci»i|it 
for  the  same,  seeing  that  it  is  returned  in  good  conditioD. 

1ft.  Nurftes  are  expected  to  share  in  the  rvfpooaibilitT  of 
local  committees  in  every  way.  to  proivct  their  proparty  and 
practice  econonjy  in  the  use  of  supplies. 

ID.  Nurses  will  be  under  the  general  superriakii]  of  tiia 
Red  Cross*  which  will  be  maintained  by  oocMiooal  risiti 
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the  supeniitcinJont  of  rural  nurses  and  througli  tiieir  monthly 
and  annual  reports  submitted  by  local  conimittcee.  Tliib 
8upervi8ioii  will  in  no  way  iiilorfcro  with  the  rosponsibility  of 
the  nurse  to  the  local  board  under  which  her  work  is  eon- 
ducted  ► 

20.  Enrolled  Red  Cross  nurses  form  the  nursing  reserve  of 
the  Army  and  Navy.  They  are  trailed  u]>ou  for  duty  only  in 
time  of  war  and  for  emergency  work  during  calamities  or 
national  disasters.  Enrolled  Bed  Cross  inirses  may  be  ap- 
pointed as  rural  nurses,  in  which  case  they  will  not  be  subject 
to  call  for  emergency  work  outside  their  own  community. 

21.  Kural  nurKcs,  although  printarily  re8|>oiit*ible  for  the 
eflficient  care  of  patients,  are  experted  to  take  an  active  interest 
in  faniilien,  teaching  by  instruction  and  demonstration  the 
principlee  of  hygiene  as  applied  to  their  homes  and  surround- 
ings as  well  as  of  person.  They  should  know  the  health  laws 
and  wliat  opportunities  exist  in  their  community  for  the 
improvement  of  unsanitary  and  other  unfavorable  conditions 
in  which  the  patients  live.  They  should  be  informed  upon 
soeial  matters  and  avail  themselves  of  educational  advantages 
vithin  their  reach  to  enal)le  them  to  meet  more  a<lequately  the 
needs  of  their  people.  With  the  support  of  an  able  and 
enthusiastic  committee,  tliey  have  unlimited  opportunities  for 
constructive  work  through  the  homes,  interested  individuals, 
private  societies,  country  schools  and  other  public  institutions. 

The  foregoing  conditions  and  rcguliUions  are  subject  to 
amendment  as  Red  Cross  rural  nursing  develops. 

Affiliation  with  societies  organized  on  the  statc-wido  plan 
was  a  question  of  frequent  rocurrcuoo.  It  had  been  considered 
premature  in  1014.  In  10ir>  it  still  seemed  so,  but  a  bcguining 
was  then  made.     The  Bulletin  of  November  17»  1915,  said: 

It  would  l>e  in^practicable  for  the  Red  Cross  to  contract 
affiliation  with  State  organizations  in  which  cases  it  would  be 
impossible  to  mi»et  its  obligations  thereby  assumed  to  supply 
qualified  visiting  nurses.  The  Red  C-ross,  however,  as  far  as 
it  can,  \v\\\  appoint  nurses  for  local  work  at  the  instigation  of 
State  organizations  to  communities  wliere  loeal  Ked  Cross 
affiliation  with  the  nursing  organization  or  eommittee  is 
accomplished. 

An  important  reservation  made  iu  1916  was  upon  the  rela- 
tionship with  relief-giving  societies.  It  was  finally  decided 
that  such  atfiliation  should  not  be  entered  into,  as  it  was  held 
to  be  inadvisable  to  associate  the  nurses  in  the  public  mind 
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with  agencies  for  pving  material  relief  or  ebnritnble  aid.  Up 
to  that  time,  aftiliution  with  sueh  bt)die8  had  uot  l)een  entin^lv 
ruled  out,  iilthough,  as  the  regulations  show,  eniphaais  had  been 
hiid  on  the  importance  of  Bcparating  the  nurw'3  work  from  thul 
of  tlie  charity  worker.  Such  separation,  however,  for  practical 
purposes,  was  ditticult  and  from  the  popular  p<iint  of  view 
itnp(>8sil)le,  if  atiiliatioit  actually  existed  between  ohariuble 
bodies  and  Red  Cross  nurses. 

The  ofiicial  record  on  this  point  was: 

The  attitude  among  the  leading  nursing  associations  todav 
being  against  material  relief  giving,  the  question  as  to  wliethor 
or  not  lied  Cross  attiliation  with  Associated  ('harities  sluiulil 
be  contracte<]  was  disrUi^Red  at  Wngth.  MiKs  Walil  muvetl  that 
the  sense  of  this  cotnniittee  he  recorded  aa  against  nlblmtioti 
witli  organizations  of  relief,  or  those  known  as  relief  giving 
agencies.  Mr.  Bicknell  seconded  the  motion,  which  ww 
carried." 

On  the  matter  of  financing  visiting  nursing  the  earlieat  su^ 
gestions  made  to  local  associations  for  their  guidance  were: 

1.  The  chief  item  of  expense  in  rural  nursing  is  the  mUt)' 
of  the  nur8e.  The  cost  of  livery  will  be  an  important  item  La 
some  communities.  This  may  be  lessencfl  by  suggesting  to 
families  requiring  the  services  of  the  nurse  that  they  aend  1 
conveyance  for  her  when  ponsible.  The  use  of  a  bicycle  or 
horseback  riding  may  often  be  practieable.  Where  there  ii«  no 
telephone  in  the  hou»;e  where  a  nuree  resides  one  should  b* 
provide<l  where  [wssible.  A  fully  equipped  bag  for  profo- 
sional  use  should  l>e  loaiied  lier  by  the  local  Ik»ard.  It  will  bt 
necessary  to  maintain  a  supply  closet  from  whirh  articles  msj 
be  loaned  or  rented  to  patients.  Nee<1le  Work  (lUiM*  aiij 
other  societies  may  be  expected  to  contribute  some  of  \ht 
neceflsary  supplies. 

2.  Various  ways  of  raising  money  are  in  goneril  uj*. 
Meml»erH  of  the  ix>ard  *»I»ould  iniprovi»e  dignifieil  mrthotU 
adaptable  to  loral  fonditiona.  As  many  i>erso;;s  in  th**  com- 
munity as  possible  should  be  urged  to  i-outribute  toward  the 
work,  either  by  an  annual  houne-to-house  canvaaa  or  br  ftnA- 
ing  out  written  requests.  As  all  [>erson.s  without  anr  un«»  vf 
diBtinction  enjoy  the  benefits  of  improved  conditions  broof^t 
BlM)ut  through  the  nursing  association,  contrihatioDs  frtim 
all   rIiouM   be  solicited.     Those  who  can   well  aftnrd  hrpf 

"Minutw:  Town  and  Country  Nursing  Servlw,  Dw.  12,  Itlt. 
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subscriptions  should  be  encouraged  to  make  them,  and  every 
contribution,  no  niatt*^r  how  small,  should  be  welcome. 

3.  Fees  collected  from  patients  should  add  considerably  to 
the  income.  It  is  a  generally  accepted  principle  among  lead- 
ing nursing  associations  that  patients  should  pay  for  the 
services  of  the  nurse.  Her  field  of  usefulness  is  greatly 
extemled  by  working  as  far  as  possible  on  a  business  basis. 
Many  will  thus  utilize  her  services  who  on  other  terms  would 
resent  the  idea  of  employing  a  *'charity  nurse."  Patients  are 
expected  to  pay  for  professional  visits  according  to  their 
means  and  nurses  and  local  committees  should  encourage 
patients  to  do  so.  Where  it  is  practicable  a  nominal  fee 
should  be  designated,  regulation  of  which  is  a  matter  for  lo^al 
boards  to  discuss.  If  a  patient  is  unable  to  meet  the  full 
charge,  the  amount  to  be  collected  should  be  left  to  the 
discretion  of  the  nurse.  Sick  persons  who  should  receive 
nursing  care  and  are  unable  to  pay  for  it  should  not  for  this 
reason  be  denied  the  services  of  the  nurse.  Patients  who  are 
able  to  engage  a  private  nurse  are  not  expected  to  utilize  the 
services  of  a  rural  nurse  except  in  cases  of  emergency. 

4.  Sometimes  several  small  villages  which  alone  camiot 
raise  funds  .^ufliciont  to  carry  on  rural  nursing  may  unite  in 
this  work  and  share  the  necessary  expenses. 

5.  Tlxruiigh  cooperation  between  the  Metropolitan  Life 
Insurance  Company  arNl  the  lied  (Voss,  the  nurse's  visits  to 
industrial  policy  holders  will  be  paid  for  by  the  Insurance 
Company,  and  funds  thus  collected  will  be  used  to  increase  the 
income  to  IcK-al  nursing  associations. 

(»,  Churches,  women's  clubs  and  various  local  societies  will 
often  contribute  toward  the  work.  Boards  of  education, 
IicaftU  drpurtnu'Tits.  lo^-al  and  county,  may  appropriate  an 
annual  amount  toward  the  care  of  school  children  or  for 
sanitary  measures  carried  on  by  the  nurse.  Local  nursing 
associations  should  appeal  to  their  county  and  state  tubercu- 
losis societies  and  other  agencies  working  along  public  health 
lines.  Large  organizations  interested  in  s[)ecial  diseases,  or 
those  interested  in  improving  general  living  conditions,  may 
lend  financial  assistance  to  communities  within  their  field  of 
activity.  If  only  a  few  months'  salary  is  available,  the  work 
should  be  put  under  way.  This  is  the  best  method  of  edu- 
cating a  community  to  the  need  and  usefulucss  of  a  visiting 
nurse. 


Certain  minor  changes  in  the  rulea  of  afHliation  were  made 
from  time  to  time.  In  1918  a  somewhat  complicated  prtK?edure 
for  payment  by  the  Mctropt)litau  Life  Insurance  Company  for 
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services   to   its  policy   holders  was  simplified   by    aiithorizin 

affiliated  societies  to  negotiate  matters  of  pa\Trent  directiv  wiB 
the  company.  At  some  time  in  the  summer  of  1917  the  pel 
dant  worn  by  the  nurse  was  given  up  and  from  then  on  tU 
lied  Cross  public  health  nurse  wore  the  regular  pin,  I 

In  lyiU  the  privilege  of  using  the  Red  Cross  enihlem  wJ 
withdrawn  from  affiliated  organizations,  although  thev  xnlgil 
coTitimie  to  use  the  words  "In  liffilintion  with  the  Red  Crod 
Bureau  of  Ptiblic:  Ili^allh  Nursing,"  This  became  nccessarjj 
as  the  war  growth  of  chapters  was  so  great  that  every  counq 
hal  its  Red  Cross  Cfiapter,  and  where  affiliated  nursing  organ! 
zatious  al8<i  were  formed,  blearing  the  embloin  and  colleetinj 
futids  under  its  sanction,  confusion  resulted  and  difficult  situi 
tions  arose. 

Although  the  granting  of  scholarships  and  loans  was  a  vei 
important  feature  in  the  early  development  of  the  service, 
became  so  much  more  complex  as  related  to  the  later  growtl 
that  it  has  sec-iied  best  to  deal  first  witli  the  progress  of  organi 
zation :  1 

Tu  the  initial  work  of  organizing  the  Rural  Nursing  Service 
following  the  preliniiiiarics  of  UHO  and  liHl,  the  special  com^ 
niittec  in  charge  of  this,  with  Miss  Bourdnian  as  first  ehairmanj 
was  organised  under  the  National  Relief  Board.  This  differeni 
tiatcd,  at  the  outset,  the  nurses  of  the  Rural  Nursing  Servied 
from  those  who  had,  from  the  time  of  the  reorganization  of  thff 
Red  Cross  (UI041,  enroltwl  for  war  service  or  emergency  call 
under  the  War  Relief  Board. 

In  1015  the  Committee  on  Town  and  Country  Nnr9in| 
Service  lost  the  irmnediate  and  pers<inal  association  with  ^frsj 
Whitelaw  Reid  which  it  had  had  from  its  foundation,  for  hell 
prolonged  absence  from  the  country  decided  her  to  resign  fc4 
elmirman  of  the  committee.  Her  place  was  filled  by  MraJ 
Harriet  Blaine  Beale,  for  many  years  closely  assc»ciated  wntU 
the  Visiting  Nurse  Society  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

In  the  following  year  Mr.  Ernest  P.  Bicknell,  Miss  BlauoiiJ 
E.  Hazard,  Jlrs.  William  C.  Osborn,  i\nd  Miss  Ruth  Morgviu 
became  memlx^rs  of  the  committee.  At  the  annual  meeting  oo 
the  Central  Committee  in  December,  li)l(>,  the  war  pressurorl 
making  a  more  complete  amalgamation  necessary,  nnitieatioi^ 
was    brought    about.      All    Red    Cross    nursing,    of    whutevec" 
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variety,  was  then  composed  into  one  general  service,^**  with 
ordered  subdivisions,  us  has  been  described  under  Mobilization. 
Hitherto  there  had  been  no  formal  relation  between  the 
Town  and  Country  Nursing  Ser^'icc  under  the  National  Relief 
Board,  and  the  Nursing  Service  operating  under  the  War  Relief 
Board.  But  now  (lOlG)  all  Red  Cross  nurses  were  placed  in 
one  ''Red  Cross  Nursing  Serviee."  of  which  the  component 
parts  were  defined  thua  * 

The  term  "Oed  Cross  Nursmg  service"  includes  (a)  the 
National  Comnu'ttee:  (b)  State  and  Loeal  Committees  on 
Nurainjj  Servite  and  8uuli  other  committees  as  it  may  deem 
ne<'e.ssary  to  appoint;  (c)  all  enrolled  Kod  Cross  nurses,  in- 
eludint^  momliers  of  the  Town  and  Country  \ursing  Service; 
(d)  enrolled  dietitians.  Sisterhoods  and  other  orders,  when 
assigned  to  duty  under  tl»o  Red  Cross;  and  (e)  women  volun- 
teers peleeted  ffir  hoHpital  service  or  other  duties  relating  to 
the  care  of  tlie  sick. 

All  nurses  employed  by  Chapters,  other  Red  Cross  organi- 
zations, or  alJiliated  wjcieties  authorized  to  use  the  Red  Cross 
insignia,  must  be  enrolled  Red  Cross  nurses  and  subject  to  the 
regulations  of  the  Nursing  Service. 

All  Red  Cross  courses  uf  instruction,  except  those  in  First 
Aid  and  Accident  Prevention,  are  under  the  control  of  the 
Red  Cross  Nursing  Service. 

This  National  Ciiinmittec  was  empowered  lo  create  special 
sulvetnnmittees.  The  Town  and  Country  Nursing  Service  next 
(1J)17)  beeanu*  one  of  the  two  bureaus  operating  under  the 
National  Committee  on  Nursing  Service,  the  other  being  the 
Bureau  of  Nursing  Service.  The  title  of  the  superintendent 
was  altered  to  "Director  of  the  Bureau"  and  certain  changes 
of  policy  for  the  inirsing  statf  were  adopted,  which  will  be  dealt 
with  in  a  later  paragraph.  The  position  given  to  organized 
nurses  on  the  National  Conuniltee  was  unique  among  interna- 
tional Red  Cross  societies,  and  emphasized  both  the  recognition 
of  and  the  grave  responsibility  devolving  upon  the  American 
nursing  profession  aa  a  self-controlled  body  of  organized 
workers.  In  July.  l!t>17,  a  third  bureau,  that  of  Instruction, 
had  been  organized  in  the  Rc'd  Cross  Nursing  Service,  but  the 

"The  Minutes  of  the  Central  Coiuniitteo,  December  13.   IfllG,  read: 
"RKSOT.VKD:   First,  tliat  the  Committee  on  Town  and  Country  Nureing 
be  hereby  diBcontlniied  and   that   the  duties  and   funetiunn  with  which  it 
w»»  charged  be  Irauttferred  to  the  National  Committee  on  Nursing  Service." 


I 
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I 


functioning  of  the  Bureau  of  Town 
unaltered.  

In  December,  101  r>,  when  the  three  go 
lied  Cross  were  made  adviaorv,  the  execut 
had  formerly  had  were  placed  in  newly 

The  Department  of  Civilian  Relief  th 
the  former  '^National  Relief  Board"  and 
try  Nursing  Service  bore  the  aame  relatio 
toward  the  older  Ixidy.  This  arrangeme; 
as  it  did  in  a  division  of  responsibility  1 
Service"  and  the  "Depnrtment  of  Civil 
permanent,  and  on  I)o<M'ml)er  7,  1017,  tli 
Service  was  made  a  Department,  and  ihet 
Country  Nursing  Service  functioned  afl 
The  general  extension  of  branches  and  ', 
that  took  place  during  the  war  has  been  o 
tion),  and  the  reorganization  after 
iu  a  final  chapter. 

No  special  form  or  name  was  requii 
wishing  to  ftttiliate,  but  simply  that  they  si 
of  promoting  rural  visiting  nursing  by 
Cross  organization  and  equipment.  Hov 
was  effected  with  a  society  not  priraaril 
munity  nursing,  an  effort  was  always  m 
group  ereat<Hl  Ut  W:  directly  respunaibW  i 

It  is  expected  that  in  the  develi^l 
nursing,  local  committees  will  be  crea 
of  salary  and  other  regnlntions  which  i 
insure  the  bept  interests  of  h  romniun 
fitpd  by  the  work  of  a  nurse  if*  expects 
connected  with  it.  Fees  collected 
sufficient  for  thin,  as  all  sick  peraons 
the  aerviccM  of  the  nurse.  As  a  rule,  | 
pAV  for  professional  visits,  according  U 
unable  to  make  any  payments  sltoul 
The  ^esponi^ibility  for  raising  the  nee 
the  local  committee,  which  also  super! 
nurse. 


iffli 


How  necessary  and  x'aluable  the  ini 
was  and  is  locally  in  maintaining  good 
well  illustratwJ  by  the  following  incideni 
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affiliated  in  the  early  days  with  the  Red  Cross  formed  a  aeeon- 
darv,  iiifoniml  relation  with  aitother  Iw'al  group  not  connected 
with  the  Red  Cross.  This  Bi»t'ond  group  employed  untrained 
women,  whttin  it  cidled  ^*Httendnnt  imrs<»s/'  The  Red  Cross 
then,  througli  its  affiliated  assticiationa,  requested  the  Heoondarv 
group  to  use  only  tlic  term  ^'attendant"  and  to  discontinue 
calling  untrained  women  '^attendant  nurses,"  It  is  precisely 
by  such  easy  steps  as  the  above  that  local  standards  may  be 
lowered  in  the  absence  of  some  strong,  central,  unifying  l>»dy. 
The  early  work  of  the  Red  Cross  in  encouraging  W'lil  pioneer 
efforts  was  tireless  and  painstaking.  No  beginning  was  too 
small  to  receive  its  fostering  care.  As  a  result,  it  created  an 
atmosphere  that  stimnlated  and  encouraged.  An  advantage  of 
a  strong  central  body  is  found  in  the  inspiration  of  the  feeling 
communicated  to  its  membership,  of  belonging  to  something 
large,  something  national.  The  personal  visits,  the  national 
correspondence,  the  definite  standards,  convey  a  sense  of  sup- 
port and  encouragement. 

While  supervisors  soon  come  to  be  a  necessity  in  any  large 
organization^  they  were  also  definitely  useful  in  the  early  work 
as  organ iz4*r8.  Tliis  was  recognized  from  the  first,  and  in  the 
Report  of  1013  we  read: 

To  rearh  the  most  neglected  communities,  it  ia  necessary 
for  an  orgaiiizntion  to  spend  much  time  in  the  field,  and  the 
demand  for  this  work  will  in  future  be  more  adequately  met 
by  the  appointment  of  another  nurse,  whose  salary  will  be  paid 
by  th(*  Red  Cniss.  Wit!i  this  addition  to  the  stiff,  it  will  be 
possible  to  make  regular  am!  systematic  visits  of  inspection  to 
affiliated  organizations,  and  more  opportunity  will  be  available 
to  rf'f^pond  to  many  calls  asking  for  someone  to  present  the 
work  Rt  various  flubs  and  mass  meetings,  which  has  been 
possible  thus  far  only  to  a  limited  degree. 

In  1014  the  Report  said: 

Miss  Ahbie  Roberts,  formerly  superintendent  of  the  Visit- 
ing Nurcse  Association  of  Ciiuinnnti,  and  who  has  recently 
completed  a  course  in  the  Depflrtnieat  of  Nursing  and  Healtli 
at  Teachers  (\illege,  Columbia  T'nivernity.  has  becen  appointed 
supervisor  of  Red  Cross  vieiting  nurse?. 

Fifty-one  supervisory  visits  to  affiliated  organizations  have 
been  made  by  the  superintendent  and  suf>ervi.sor  during  ]ftl4, 
and,  with  the  purpose  of  placing  before  nurses  the  public 
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health  needs  of  the  smaller  eominuniti^ 
the  work  of  Jhe  Town  and  Country  Nun 
five  hospital  training  Bchools.  ^_ 


In  11)14  the  iield  supervising  nurses 
Insurance  Company,  four  in  number,  wl 
the  Town  and  Country  Nursing  Service,  i 
Red  CiYiBs  to  make  a  special  study  of  the 
rum]  nursca  and  the  preparation  needed 
Town  and  Country  Nursing  Service,  At 
in  St.  Louis,  held  later  that  year  (1014 
whoBO  work  took  them  from  coast  to  cons 
mittoe  of  the  Towti  and  Country  Xurain, 
Cross  to  discuss  their  findings.  An  an 
for  a  year  (101;M!»14)  hy  which  these 
the  Company,  made  reports  t<i  the  Red  C 
affiliated  with  tiie  Hiiral  Nursing  Service 
uniform  standard  the  Red  Cross  visiting  i 
gi»neral  supervision  of  the  superintenden 
Bnt  in  matters  relating  to  their  local  woi 
to  the  ItK'nl  group  was  complete. 

In  1915  the  supervisory  visits  munlx 
eighteen  nutre  for  organizing  work.  In  ] 
many  additional  meetings  with  committee 
and  to  address  organizations  and  muss  )a 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  service 

A  second  supervising  nurse  was 
months  early  in  the  year.  This  hw 
communities  posjiible  than  during  19] 
eight  supcrviHory  visits  and  fifteen  visi 
made.  To  <lo  justice  to  a  most  imp< 
Town  and  Country  Xurj^ing  Service^ 
are  needed.  Many  afiitiated  organliat 
frequent  supervisory  visits  than  the  p 
permits,  ^J 

To  help  the  local  applicantii  it  Wl^| 
the  Town  end  Country  Nursing  fleTT 
whenever  f»os?ihIc,  act  as  advisers  and  i 
enviroiinients.  and  the  yuperintendei 
annual  conferences  for  Red  Cross  visi 
ated  local  grotips  he  arranged  for  vea 
annual  Red  Cross  meeting  in  Woshj 
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To  assivSt  in  tlic  fomiation  of  luoal  units  the  Red  Cross 
Nursing  Servii*e  pn-jiarcd  and  diatrilmtcd  Imflrts  of  iidviee  on 
liow  to  organize.  The  eurliest  form  nf  this  advice  was  iiieluded 
in  the  first  pamphlet  issued  by  the  Serviee  in  lt)13. 


In  any  work  the  initial  eflForta  have  a  special  interest, 
and  are,  moreover,  t<x»  easily  lost  sight  of»  and  so  it  is  lietitting 
to  record  the  atiiliations  of  1913  and  1014  that  thev  mav  not 
be  forgotten. 


Location 


Tfame  of  Orffonixation 


Date  of 
Affiliation 


Curahoga  KhIIh,  Ohio 
'        Warrenton,  Va. 

Hoi  SpringB,  Va. 

Hlwrafield,  N.  J. 

Winchefiter,  Va. 
Kaet  lalip,  N.  Y, 

(       Clarkflburg,  W.  Va. 

Laurel,  Md. 
I 

Spartanburg,  S.  C. 


*       Dorwft.  Vermont 
^      :>louceater,  Maw. 

Oreenwood,  Va. 

Purchns*',  X.  Y. 
Mancliester,  Maea. 


Greenville,  S.  C. 

Cohasaetr  Maaa. 
Chilton  County,  All 


t^a. 


Vititing  Nurae  Aasociation 

District  NurRc  AHaotiation 

Hot  Springd  Valley  Xiirsing  As- 
sociation 

Lea/ruf  for  Friendly  Service 
(t'oinniunity  Nurtiing  Service 
tuki'n  over  by   R.  C.  Cimpter) 

DtHtrict  Nurnefi'  Asftociation 
(Community  Nurtiing  Servire) 

Visiting  Nurse  Committee  of  R, 
C  Chapter  1  Community  Nurs- 
ing Service) 

Women's  Civic  Club  (Community 
Nursing  Svr^ic*') 

Visiting  Nursing  Committee 
(Temporary  Community  Xura- 
ingj 

Spartanburg  Health  League 
(Community  nursing  aervice 
rotton   millali 

Dorset  Nurtiing  Association 

Glouceatcr  District  Nursing  Aa- 
Bociation,  Inc. 

Greenwo*Hl  Visiting  Nurse  Asso- 
ciation 

Purchase  Nursing  Association 

Manchester  Visitinp  Nurse  Com- 
mittee of  tlio  Women's  Club 
(Community  Nursing  Sfrvic*^ 

Children's  Charity  Circle,  later 
known  as  Public  Health  Nurs- 
ing AsHociation 

District  Nursing  Committee  of 
the  Social  Service  Ix*aguc 

Chilton  County  Kealth  Commit- 
te<'  (Primarily  health  cdiua- 
tional  Work  with  3  county 
achoiils) 

Visiting  Nurse  (^raroittee  of 
New  Jersey  Zinc  Co. 


July     I,  1013 


Aug.     L     " 


t«  K  I* 


Sept.     1,      " 
"       15,      " 


"       30, 


Nov. 

1. 

8, 

•• 

It 

•* 

21. 

** 

Dec. 

13. 
23. 

•* 

Feb. 

I, 

1914 

tt 

6, 

M 

Mar. 

24, 

II 

Apr.    16, 
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Location  Xame  of  OrgnnioS 


1 


Hazard,  Ky. 
Albpniftrl?  County,  Va. 

Franklin,  N.  J. 

Ctuuin,  Conn. 

Chippewa  Falls,  Wis. 
Cambridge,  Md. 
Grosse  Points,  Micb. 

Morgantown,  W.  Va. 

Mt.  Carmei,  III 
Bridgeton,  N.  J. 

Jerome,  Arixona 
LiU'hfield,  Conn. 
Fulton,  Kjr. 


Perry  County  Niirfting  A 
tion  (Mining  scctiun  of 
tain  and  genrrnl  work) 

Conmiunity  Work  of  Bur 
Rural  Sanitation.  Va. 
Board  of  Health  (Educ 
Health  Service) 

Visiting  Nurse  Commit 
New  Jeriiey  Zinc  Co.  \ 
trial  NufBing  on  Com 
baaia) 

North    Canaan    Visiting 
Association 

AsAorlatcd  Charities  (Com. 
Nursing  Service) 

Cambridge  Viuiting  Nurw 
elation 

Mutual  Aid   Society  and 
tKirhood      Club       (Comi 
NurHing  Service) 

Child  Welfare  Committee 
soeiated  Cliarities  (take 
by  Morgan  town  Chs  pt 
R.  C,  Nov.    1.    1019) 

Women's  Ctub  (Comj 
Nursing   Service) 

City  Nurse  Committee  of  1 
ton  Civic  Club  (taken  ( 
Cumberland  Ctiuiity  Cbl 
Community    Nursing    B 

Visiting  Nurse  Asitociatio 
opened  under  Board  of  I 

Litcbflcld  District  Nurslnj 
ciation 

R.  C.  Public  Health  J 
Service  ( formerly  koa 
City  Hettlth  and  > 
League  until  Nov.  18,  1 


If  flpace  permitted,  credit  should  be 
over)'  as^rioiation  listed  above  to  Bome  < 
devoted   women   to   wliuhe  ability  and 
largely  due.    It  would  be  a  fitting  tribui 
KiHM-ia!  phases  of  their  work,  but 
aiiuther  volume. 


] 


So  wrote  the  £rst  auporinteudt-ut  of  th 

Then,  too,  if  anyone  c-oniiecte<l  with  il 
Nursin/j  HervitH*  di'servcH  ft[>ei-ial  nirutic 
nuraett  who  laboreil  with  euoh  faithfuJ 
rountry  distrirta  from  the  beginninj 
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They  were  superior  women,  the  heart  and  bouI  of  the 
public  health  iiuri^ing,  and  after  all  i^  said  the  greatest  benefit 
of  aHiliation  rf^su!te<l  from  their  attraction  to  the  Ucd  Cross 
and  the  appointment  of  women  of  their  type. 

Before  the  outbreak  of  the  World  War  the  organization  of  the 
Red  Cross  by  Chapters  was  but  slightly  developed.  Those  that 
were  strongest  were  in  large  cities  where  the  rural  nursing  idea 
was  not  felt,  and  as  a  rule  the  Chapters  did  not  th(*ii  take  up 
activities  along  lines  of  health  eouBervatiou.  It  was  only  after 
the  entrance  of  the  United  States  into  the  war  that  rural  sec- 
tions geucnilly  organized  into  Chapters,  and  not  until  after 
the  annistice  did  these  Chapters  turn  to  the  activity  of  the 
public  health  service. 

The  influence  of  the  war  on  both  general  organization  and 
the  Town  and  Country  Nursing  Service  was  profound.  As  to 
the  nursing  service,  a  completely  new  policy  was  formulated, 
and  in  organization  generally  new  forma  developed.  The  nurs- 
ing staff  will  be  considered  tirst. 

It  is  to  be  remembered,  at  this  point,  that  while  any  regularly 
enrolled  Red  Cross  nurse  with  additional  requirements  for 
public  health  nursing  might  enter  the  Town  and  Country 
Nursing  Service,  and  many  did,  not  all  Town  and  Country 
nurses  were  niH;easarily  "enrolled."  F<ir  them  eurolhnent  for 
war  service  had  not  at  drat  been  required,  and  in  place  of  the 
Red  Cross  badges  of  the  enrolled  nurse  the  Town  and  Country 
Nursing  Service  staff  wore  a  pendant,  but  under  tlie  excitement 
of  the  war  menace  a  new  situation  arose,  partly  brought  alM>ut 
by  the  inclination  of  nurses  to  volunteer  for  the  war;  partly 
from  the  desire  on  the  part  of  the  leaders  in  Public  Health 
Nursing  to  keep  their  forces  intact  in  this  country.  The  situa- 
tion offered  these  alternatives:  Eitlier  the  Public  Health 
Nurse  was  to  be  put  in  a  separate  group,  of  which  the  members 
should  be  given  credit  for  military  service,  or  all  nurses  should 
be  allowed  to  decide  freely  whether  to  take  active  service  under 
the  War  Department,  or  home  sers'ice  in  their  own  country.  A 
combination  of  these  alternatives  eventually  brought  about  a 
kind  of  classification  enrollment  for  the  Red  Croes.  In  1917 
Miss  Clement  wrote: 

When  the  two  Services  were  brought  together  imder  the 
one  administration,  definite  provision  was  made  by  the  Na- 
tional Committee  on  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service  regularly  to 
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enroll  nuTBes  who  were  available  for  the  Town  and  Count 
Nursing  Servkt?  solely.  Thus  all  nurse?  assipiitHl  to  dutj 
under  this  Service  are  now  enrolled  Hod  Cross  nureen.  The) 
are  enrolled  as  any  other  Ked  Cross  nurrfe  by  the  National 
Committee  on  Nursing  Senite.  hut  with  the  undert^tandinj 
that  response  to  a  call  for  war  servicG  is  not  t'ompul&ory,  o| 
any  other  Red  Cross  iluty  outside  the  eomnjunity  to  whirf 
they  already  are  assigned  under  the  Town  and  Couutr^ 
Kursing  Service. 


The  Bulletin  of  April  15,  1917,  said: 


. 


While  one  of  the  most  important  duties  of  the  Red  Cross 
to  maintain  at  till   (imes  nn   adi'qualo  enrollment  of  iiurseij 
for  Hervii'B  in   the  event  of  war.  the  rapid  development  of! 
various  peace  activities  under  the  Nursing  Service  has  made 
it  deijirahle  to  enroll  nurses  with  special  qualifications  who 
mi^ht  be  available  for  war  duty. 

Certain  exce|>tion8  to  the  usual  requirements  for  enroll- 
ment will  therefore  be  made,  as  in  the  case  of  nurses  selected 
for  committee  work,  those  willing  to  act  as  Instructors  of 
Kerl  CroHS  c'laspci^.  and  rnndidates  for  public  health  nursing 
under  the  Town  and  Country  Nursing  Service. 

Many  inquiries  reganiing  the  calling  out  of  enrolled  Red 
Cross  nurtics  in  the  Town  and  Country  Nursing  Service  for 
war  relief  work  have  been  received  of  late,  both  from  nursea 
and  their  nursing  organization.  There  being  over  eight 
thousand  enrolled  Red  Cross  nurses,  those  assigned  to  duty 
under  the  Town  and  Country  Nursing  Service  will  not  be 
called  out  by  the  Red  Cross  for  war  service.  Although  the 
latter  would  not  be  debarred  from  volunteering  for  war  ser- 
vice, the  Red  Cross  considers  tiie  public  health  work  in  which 
they  are  at  present  cjigageil  as  most  important,  and  only  if 
urgent  needs  of  this  country  require  it  would  the  Red  Crosa 
consider  calling  them  for  otlier  duty. 

The  following  letter  from  Miaa  Delano  to  the  nursea  belongs 
to  this  period; 

April  26,  1918. 

In  these  days  of  unprecedented  demand  ujwu  the  nursing 
profession,  decision  as  to  the  reliitive  uiiefulaess  of  individual 
effort  is  often  a  matter  of  great  dilhculty.  Tlie  call  for  nurses 
for  military  service  both  here  nn<l  ahrnnd  must  rightly  and  of 
necessity  draw  heavily  upon  the  nnrning  rejsources  of  the 
country,  but  we  feel  that  the  public  health  nurse  is  also  an 
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p 


important  factor  in  the  preservation  of  uatioiml  health.  It  is 
therefore  the  policy  of  the  Red  Cross  to  leave  undisturbed  as 
long  as  possible  the  nurses  of  its  Town  ami  Country  Nursing 
Service, 

Should  n  change  of  this  policy  (which  now  seems  unlikely) 
ever  become  necessary  you  will  he  pergonally  notified.  Mean- 
while, 1  hope  you  will  continue  at  your  present  work  with  the 
assuraiicv  that  the  Hed  Cross  fully  appreciates  its  importance 
ajid  value  to  the  country. 

\Vc  are  planning  to  supply  an  insignia  to  be  worn  on  the 
ami  by  aU  lied  Cross  nurses  who  at  our  request  are  remaining 
at  their  present  post  of  duty. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

(signed)    Jane  A.  Del.\no,  Director, 
Department  of  Xursing. 


This  attitude  of  the  Rod  Cross,  strongly  supported  by  public 
health  bodies  genornlly,  was  qnickiy  justified  by  events,  for 
while  on  the  one  hand  war  demands  broke  through  the  routine 
of  peace,  on  the  other,  the  culls  for  nurses  for  health  conserva- 
tion were  immensely  increased,  and  the  nurses  who  stood  at 
their  posts  in  this  field  were  classiHed  as  the  Special  »Scrvice 
Group.  This  group  has  already  bt»en  described  with  suificient 
detail.  In  the  Bulletin  of  October,  11)18,  Mary  S.  Gardner 
wrote: 


Soon  after  the  declaration  of  war  the  National  Committee 
on  Ht'il  Crops  Nursing  Sorvii-e  provided  for  an  enrollment  of 
public  health  nurses  to  be  held  available  fur  publii-  health  work 
under  the  Red  Cross  either  in  this  country  ht  abroiid.  I^ater 
it  seemed  necessary  to  safeguard  the  training  of  our  pupil 
nurses  and  the  maintenance  of  our  ruitionnl  henlth  by  creating 
a  special  group  for  all  nurr'ca  hohling  important  positions  in 
training  schools  or  in  public  health  nursing.  This  group  was 
called  the  Spe<!iul  Service  Group.  As  soon  as  this  plan  was 
completed  Miss  Delano  sent  you  a  letter  to  tell  you  that  the 
Hed  Cross  recognizes  the  ini|«>rtant  jiart  you  are  playing  in 
the  protection  of  the  health  of  the  nation  and  asks  all  of  you 
to  remain  at  your  posts  as  memberi-  of  this  Special  Service 
(.Jroup. 

To  many  public  health  nurses  the  decision  to  stand  by  an 
important  piece  of  home  work  has  l>een  a  difficult  one.  It  is 
not  easy  in  such  times  as  these  to  pursue  a  safe  and  inglorious 
way,  even  though  the  sign-posts  be  very  plainly  marked  "path 
of  duty." 
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The  public  health  group,  however,  is  not  a  large  one,  if 
the  nursing  regources  in  the  country  are  taken  into  accou 
It  would  8oem,  therefore,  wise  that  though  all  nurses  shou 
enroll  in  the  I?ed  Cross,  those  trained  or  experienced  in  publi 
health  work  should  for  the  present  at  least  use  that  trainia 
and  experience  where  it  will  be  most  effective,  namely,  in  doiu 
the  work  fur  whieli  they  alone  are  prepared  and  which 
Badly  needs  them. 

A  further  ejttension  of  the  service  resulted  from  the  neen 
of  special   health  protection   in  the  military  cantonments 
home.     Miss  Gardner  wrote: 

We  had  been  at  war  but  a  short  time,  when  the  Red  Ci 
added  a  new  activity  to  its  countless  forms  of  helpfulness  ant 
one  iuvolviiig  public  health  nurses.    Zones  were  formed  by 
United  States  Public  Health  Service  around  the  big  cantoi 
ments  and   in  these  zones  public  health  nurses  were  plao 
•working  under  the  medical  director.    For  this  service  exper^ 
enced  nurses  are  needed.     At  first,  part  of  the  nurses  wei 
Red  Cross  nurses,  and  on  the  Ked  Cross  payroll,  part  wei 
engajied  and  paid  by  the  United  States  Public  Health  Service 
Tt  has  been  decided  that  all  the  zone  nurses  shouM  be  enroU* 
Rod  Cross  nurRcs,  thus  scfting  n  single  standard  for  all.  am 
that  ou  the  recommendation  of  tht-  Ued  Cross  all  chief  nurf 
should  enter  the  United  States  Public  Health  Service. 

When  tliis  zone  work  carried  on  by  the  Red  Cross  in  o 
operation  with  United  States  Public  Health  Service  eventualh 
found  its  way  into  the  Town  and  Country  Nursing  Service 
seemed  only  out  of  place  becauise  the  name  of  the  bureau  warf 
not  sufficiently  inclusive  to  he  descriptive  of  such  an  activityj 
It  was  therefore  decided  to  change  the  Bureau's  name  to  thai 
Bureau  of  Pubhc  Health  Nursing.*^  | 

The  change  in  name  and  scope  of  the  service  went  into  eff< 
on  May   18,   lf>18.     Miss  Gardner  had  then  succeeded   Mil 
Clement  for  a  temporary  period  only,  with  Miss  Fox  aa 
ciate  director.     Both  were  exceptionally  well  fitted  to  di: 
the  enlarging  service. 

l^fary  Rewell  Gardner  was  a  C-onnecticut  woman,  of  a  repi 
Bcntativc  New  England  family.     One  of  her  ancestors  on 
maternal  side  had  been  president  of  the  first  Provincial  Con- 
gress of  New  Hampshire  and  later  a  signer  of  the  Dcclarati 
of  Independence.     Ou  the  paternal  side  her  family  had   in^ 
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eluded  many  lawyers  and  judges  and  her  father  served  on  the 
Supreme  Bench  of  Massachusetts.  Aliss  Gardner's  early  edu- 
cation had  been  entrusted  to  tutors  and  later  she  attended  a 
girls'  school  in  Farmington,  Couuectiout,  then  traveled  exten- 
sively abroad.  She  was  given  the  position  of  superintendent  of 
the  Providence  (Rhode  Island)  District  Nursing  Association 
iniraedialely  after  her  graduation  from  the  Newport  Hospital. 
To  enable  her  to  help  in  the  development  of  the  Red  Cross 
Town  and  Country  Nursing  Service  the  trustees  of  the  Provi- 
dence Association  generously  gave  her  leave  of  absence  for 
that  purpose.  Wiss  Gardner  was  recognized  throughout  the 
country  na  an  authority  on  all  phases  of  public  health  work, 
and  she  had  Imd  unusual  experience  in  rural  nursing  while 
extending  visitini^  nursing  throughout  Rhode  Island.  She  was 
the  second  pn^sideut  of  the  National  Organization  for  Public 
Health  Nursing  and  a  permanent  member  of  its  board.  She 
wrote  "Public  Health  Nursing/'  the  first  book  on  that  subject 
and  a  standard  one.  In  ItHS  Brown  University  gave  her  its 
M.  A.  as  a  "pioneer  in  making  the  care  of  the  sick  an  honored 
profession  ...  a  gentlewoman  whose  writings  and  example 
have  brought  us  healing  of  the  body  and  inspiration  of  the 
spirit." 

Very  charming,  feminine  and  attractive  with  a  rich  sense 
of  humor  and  u  bahiticed  mind,  so  upright  that  she  commanded 
general  confidence,  iliss  Gardner  threw  all  her  gifts  into  the 
Red  Cross  work^  but  in  the  midst  of  her  administration  she 
was  dispatched  on  a  special  mission  to  Italy  to  organize  public 
health  nursing  tlmre,  and  then  after  the  war  she  returned  to 
her  posititui  in  Rlmde  Isluud. 

Elizabeth  Gordon  Fox  then  became  the  director  of  the 
Bureau.  Boni  in  ililwaukec,  she  t*K>k  honors  at  the  University 
of  Wisccmsin  (Phi  Dt'ta  Kappa)  and  graduated  with  distinction 
from  the  Jribns  Ilopkiua  Hospital.  She  served  on  the  staff  of 
the  Chicago  Visiting  Nurse  Association  for  four  years,  then 
became  superintendent  of  the  Visiting  Nurse  Association  of 
Dayton^  Ohio,  and  from  there  went  to  a  similar  position  in  the 
city  of  Washington,  where  she  also  served  as  president  of  the 
Board  of  Nurse  Examiners.  She  had  been  enrolled  in  the  Red 
Cross  Nursing  Service  since  1913.  In  1921  she  was  chosen  as 
vice-president  of  the  National  Organization  for  Public  Health 
Nursing,  and  upou  the  resigiuition  of  Edna  Foley,  then  presi- 
dent; Bucceeded  her  and  was  elected  as  president  to  a  second 
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term  of  office  in  1022.  Her  largest  achievement  after  becomii 
director  of  the  Red  Cross  work  was  in  knitting  up  thr  relation 
between  the  Red  Cross  national  organization  and  its  brancliei 
and  State  health  boards.  This  important  stage  of  progrci 
will  be  described  in  the  next  chapter.  Forceful,  direct  am 
unaffected,  a  keen  and  analytical  thinker  and  a  roinarkabh 
organizer,  iliss  Fox  held  her  bnrcnn  in  strong  hands. 

At  first  the  war  worked  injuriously  upon  the  service.      Mi( 
Fox  wrote: 

The  Town  and  Country  Nursing  Service  experieJiced 
check  in  its  growth  during  the  war  brought  about  by  th«i 
transfer  of  national  anJ  local  attention  from  peace  activitici 
to  war  work,  am]  by  the  serious  tjhortage  both'  in  qualitie^ 
public  health  nurses  aud  in  candidates  for  post-graduate  pre] 
aration  occasinnpil  by  the  withdrawal  of  many  thousands 
nurses  for  military  service. 

The  secondary  effect  of  the  war  and  its  accompanying  cala 
ity,  the  epidemic  of  iufliienza,  was  to  heighten  the  interest  o 
Red  Cross  Chapters  and  the  general  public  in  hualth  an 
nursing  matters. 

The  first  financing  of  a  Rural  Nursing  Service  was  mad 
possible,  as  has  been  told,  by  the  gifts  of  Mr.  Jacob  SchifT  an 
Mrs.  Whitelaw  Iloid.     Rut  not  ull  could  Ik-  used  for  loans  anj 
scholarsliips,  as  the  general  administration  of  the  8cr\*icc  ha 
to  be  covered  as  vvell.     In  1912  $10(K)  was  set  aside  for  loam 
a  maximum  of  $250  being  agreed  upon  for  one  loan,  and  sevc: 
Bcholarshipa  wore  nnnounced,  three  of  $200  each  and   four 
$1(KI  each.     Previous  to  December  1,  llH3,  three  scholarsJii 
were  granted  and  three  loans  made.     Between  that   date  and 
l)ecemlx;r  1,   1914,  one   scholarship  and  thirteen   loans  werj 
granted. 

In  1015  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schiff  gave  $5,000  more  to  be*  usei 
expressly  for  the  !^an  Fund  and  the  Scholarship  Fund  vrm 
thereafter  aKilished  for  a  time.  BL'tween  December  1,  lOl 
and  December  1,  ltil5,  eleven  loans  were  granted.  By  Dece: 
bcr  1,  1916,  eight  more  had  l>een  made. 

At  the  annual  meeting  nf  that  year  it  was  agreed   that,  a 
nurses  were  taking  the  eight  months'  course  in  larger  number^ 
the  maximum  loan  should  be  increased  from  $250  to  $300  ancL 
in  special  cases,  to  $400.  1 

It  WU8  never  contemplated  that  the  Red  Cross  would  cntirelj 
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support  the  cost  of  a  local  rural  nursiug  service.  Its  policy  was 
against  tbis  practice  from  the  very  start  even  though  appeals 
for  financial  aid  were  nnuiLToua  and  altbongh  Jack  of  local 
funds  becauu'  a  fnxjuriit  caust*  for  \hv.  discontimiauec  of  affilia- 
tions one  after  Jinntlicr.  It  was  not  lung,  however,  before  tbo 
finaneinl  helplessness  of  certain  communitiea  became  appeal- 
ingly  clear: 

Before  the  erif]  of  the  first  year  of  the  service,  and  before 
any  outside  effort  to  nioet  particular  financial  appeals  was 
contcmpluted,  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  the  Town  and 
Country  Nursing  Service  had  volunteered  to  meet  the  ex- 
penses of  placing  a  nurtiG  in  tliG  Kentucky  mountains.  Con- 
tributions from  private  soun-es  for  particular  communities 
were  later  administered  by  the  IJed  Cross  in  a  number  of 
instances^  primarily  to  encourage  the  introduction  of  visiting 
nurses  in  tl»e  Southern  Highhinds.  Tliese  donations  were 
used  to  pay  the  sftlaries  of  nurs<^a  t^.'mporarily  in  whole  or  in 
part  with  the  idea  always  in  mind  that  the  work  would 
eventually  be  supported  locally. 

In  1014  the  possibility  of  creating  a  sustaining  fund  was 
diacussed.    The  records  say  (December  8,  1914): 

The  desirability  of  tlie  Hed  Cross  establishing  a  fund 
whereby  the  galary  of  nurses  might  be  supplemented  who 
were  to  be  employed  in  sections  of  the  country  that  could  not 
at  present  provide  the  salary  of  a  Red  Cross  visiting  nurse  in 
full,  was  favorably  considered.  Miss  Delano  offered  to  supple- 
ment the  salary  of  a  nurf^e  to  be  rient  to  the  mountains  of 
North  Carolina  under  the  Presbytcriau  Board  for  one  year. 

.  Jlha-teport  of  December,  1915,  returned  to  this  theme,  dwell- 
ing especially  on  the  needs  of  the  mountain  r^ons: 

In  many  mountain  communities  local  financial  resources 
are  such  that  tlie  ealary  of  the  nurse  cannot  be  raised  either 
by  private  subscription  or  public  appropriation.  The  church 
mission  boards  and  educational  (trganizations  which  have  been 
active  in  the  mountain  country  for  years  have  included  visit- 
ing nursing  in  their  activities  in  twelve  or  thirteen  instances, 
but  there  are  three  million  pcraons  living  in  the  Southern 
Hi^hlamls. 

The  Town  and  Country  Nursing  Service  was  organized  to 
help  just  such  communities  as  this  section  represents,  and  yet 
they  cannot  procure  Red  Cross  visiting  nurses  unless  some 
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provision  can  be  made  to  aid  them  fii 
Cross  visiting  nurses  have  been  appoic 
munities,  one  in  each  of  the  States  of  V 
North  Carolina.  One  was  employed  bj 
ciation  supported  by  private  subsoripti* 
people  and  summer  visitors,  one  by  a  d 
board,  and  one  by  local  funds  Hupplem 
viduals. 

Within  the  past  few  months  inquirJ 
from  several  mountain  schools  asking  i 
aid  in  financing  the  work  of  a  visiting 
for  rural  nursings  lies  open  in  this  8« 
resources  reveals  the  fact  that  unless  8< 
by  the  Hcd  Cross  or  other  or^anizalic 
munities  may  be  aided  financially,  the 
nurses  who  have  met  the  standards  of 
post-^radunte  preparation  in  public  h< 
by  the  Red  Cross  being  employed  in  th 

The  meeting  of  the  committee  (Marc 
steps  to  meet  this  need.  The  Depai 
under  the  Smith-Ijover  Act  had  aided  ; 
ties  thr()U^h(Kit  the  country  by  contrib 
port  of  county  agents.  There  was  a  cl( 
the  work  iif  these  agents  and  health  w 
county  nurse.  One  middle  western  sta 
the  lied  Cn»sH  to  ask  if  nurses  could  be 
agents'  positions  with  the  aid  of  .State 
Other  instances  were  .known  too  whei 
being  used  for  locnl  educational  health  ' 
the  idea  of  direct  financial  aid  from  th 
of  Agriculture  in  tiie  extension  of  r 
entirely  novf!  wlien  the  committee  ap 
Mrs.  Benle,  and  Miss  Lathrop,  head  of 
a  committee  to  interview  Secretary 
subject.  The  interview  took  place,  h 
results. 

Within  a  short  time^  however,  public 
tions  to  local  funds  had  grown  rapidly 
as  the  original  plan  of  the  Red  Cross.** 

A  committ<^«  report  (November  30,  Ifi 

In  twenty-«even  oonimtinities  public 

tnwaril  the  support  of  tJie  work-    There 

the  amounts  of  appropriations,  ranging 

"R€jM>rt  hy  Mine  Clement,  Dec.,  I»i5. 
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from  8200  to  ?300  anniiallVv  the  amount  received  by  six  oom- 
n^unities,  to  $1200  arnl  over  rcceivetl  by  six  other  communities. 
The  entire  salary  is  paid  in  six  communities  from  public 
funds. 


By  1917  gifts  from  individuals  and  from  Red  Cross  Chapters 
had  bepin  to  swell  the  funds  far  nursing  education.  In  that 
year  the  Chapters  of  New  York  County,  Boston  Metro- 
politan, Chicago  and  Cincinnati  each  gave  $oOO,  and  Mr. 
Harvey  Gibson  and  Mrs.  William  Draper  each  gave  $500, 
making  $3000.  In  the  autumn  scholarships  for  visiting  nurses 
were  again  announced.  More  than  one  hundred  direct  in- 
quiries came  from  nurses,  giving  clear  evidence  of  the  value 
of  the  scholarship  plan.  Nine  scholarships  of  $250  each,  for 
eight  months'  courses,  were  distributed,  and  the  Superinten- 
dent's report  said: 


k 


It  is  to  be  hoped  that  a  permanent  srholnrphip  ftind  may  be 
provided  by  the  Red  Cross  whereby  an  eij^ht  nioiiihs'  course 
will  be  brought  within  reach  of  many  nurses,  otherwise  unable 
to  obtain  it. 


During  the  formation  of  plans  for  the  rapid  extension  of 
public  health  nursing  under  the  I'haptcra  immediately  after 
the  Armistice  in  1JU8,  the  need  for  increasing  greatly  the  num- 
ber of  nurses  prepared  for  public  health  nursing  stood  out 
clearly.  The  enrlior  scholarship  fund  of  $3000  was  nearly 
exhausted.  The  opportunity  to  socnri*  nuuiy  recniits  for  public 
health  nursing  from  among  tlio  thouaaiida  of  nurses  returning 
from  war  service  seemed  good,  providing  some  means  were 
available  to  help  tlic*in  pay  tlic  cost  of  ]>rcparation. 

Jnst  before  sailing  for  Europe  (January  1,  101J>)  Misa 
Delano  presented  a  re<jue»t  to  tlie  genorHl  manager  that  the 
War  Council  of  the  Red  (?n)as  appropriate  $50,000  for  a  schol- 
arship and  loan  fund  for  nurwH  iwcding  instruction  in  public 
health  nursing  before  being  available  for  assignment  to  duty 
under  the  Rod  Cross: 


In  the  development  of  our  Rtnl  Cross  public  health  pro- 
pam.  T  do  not  feel  thnt  it  will  be  necessary  to  ask  for  any 
lar^o  expenditure  of  funds  for  administrative  progress.  The 
orpauization  whirh  we  Udw  have  ought  to  be  sulllcient.  It 
will,  however,  be  necessary,  in  my  opinion,  to  have  funds 
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available  for  other  phases  of  the  w< 
which  are  as  follows : 

1.  A  loan  or  scholarship  for  qui 
public  health  nursing  before  being  avi 
to  duty  under  the  Red  Cross.  May  1  re 
or  so  much  of  this  fund  as  may  be  neci 
loan  or  scholarship  fund  for  the  coming 

2.  A  fund  available  for  the  mail 
health  nurne  during  a  period  of  dem 
mountain  districts  which  are  unfamll 
such  a  service.  The  communities  mi 
health  work  are  often  absolutely  ignoi 
to  be  gRine<1,  and,  while  perhaps  cntil 
nurse,  ran  he  convinced  of  Uieir  nee 
demonstration  of  at  least  a  few  morithi 
have  found  in  the  development  of  oi 
Nursing  Service  that  connnunities  n 
willing  to  support  a  public  healtl^fl 
proof.  ^^ 

Id  contrast  to  communities  of  this 
scattered  settlenieuts  may  never  l>e  abl 
salary  of  a  public  heultli  nurse.  For 
Red  Cross  might  be  justified  in  sup 
which  such  a  oummunity  might  l>e  abl 
Buflicient  to  secure  the  services  of  a  grm 

I  have  no  doubt  that  the  Ho«l  Cross 
ested  in  assuming  the  resixmsibility  h 
during  thi^  period  of  demonstration,  k 
effort  should  be  made  to  secure  the  fu, 
but  tluTe  should  also.  1  believe,  be  a 
which  could  be  used  in  an  emergeiu;; 
nients  could  be  made.  ^M 

3.  A  fund  for  the  establishment ^^ 
nurses  can  receive  definite  instruction 
management  of  a  rural  community.  F 
hoped  for  the  establishment  of  such 
rural  community — preferably  a  c-ounti 
village  as  hendquarlers.  Siieh  nn  orgai 
be  established  in  cooperation  with  t! 
would  scarcely  seem  fair  t<*  ask  a  cou 
expense,  as  this  project  would  be  (^in^ 
place  and  instruclion  center  for  nui 
in  other  communities. 

4.  A   fund   for   tlie  extension 
instruction  to  include  all  the  women  of 
those  who  are  livinff  in  remote 
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of  instruction  in  Home  Hygiene  and  Care  of  the  Sick  and  in 
Home  Dietetics  has  so  fur  been  nvaihihle  only  for  women 
living  in  large  cities  or  whiTe  gradunto  nursefi  and  dietitians 
are  easily  availahle  to  give  the  itistrnction.  It  han  not  been 
possible  to  extend  the  wurk  to  isolated  communities  where  the 
need  is  far  greater  tlian  in  the  cities  and  larger  towns.  These 
courses  of  instruction — especially  in  rural  communities — 
might  often  give  us  the  opportunity  to  convince  the  com- 
munity of  the  necessity  of  establishing  a  public  health  nurs- 
ing service,  and  would  be  our  easiest  and  mo^t  natural  point 
of  Bpproadi.  These  courses  would  secure  for  the  nurse  serving 
such  a  conunuiiity  the  iiitc!lip.'nt  cooperation  of  the  women 
and  would  grcitly  facilitate  and  increase  the  usefulness  of  her 
work.  I  believe  that  some  i)Ian  should  he  worked  out  to 
provide  inetruction  for  all  elapses  of  women,  regardless  of 
their  ability  to  pay  for  such  instruction.  Funds  for  this 
purpose  should;^  1  believe,  he  secured  through  the  Chapters, 
but  may  I  rei^ommend  that  a  letter  be  sent  to  the  Chapters, 
aiithorizinfr  them  to  use  Chapter  funds  for  the  extension  of 
our  eilucatioiml  program.  1  submit  in  connection  with  this  a 
ret*ommendation  adopted  at  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Division 
Directors  of  Nurtiing.^ 


On  December  31,  1918,  the  War  Oonncil  authorized  an 
appropriation  of  $.'?0,00n  as  a  Scholarship  and  Loan  Fund 
for  nurses  needing  instnictinn  in  public  health  nursing.  Later 
it  was  decided  to  allot  $:2ri,000  for  scholarships  and  $5,000 
for  loans/'''' 

This  fund  was  appropriated  for  the  exclusive  use  of  nurses 
preparing  to  do  public  health  nursing  under  the  Red  Cross, 
since  its  purpose  was  to  make  possible  tho  plan  for  the  expan- 
sion of  such  work. 

In  February,  11)19,  a  group  of  representatives  of  the  TTational 
Organization  for  Public  Ilcnlth  Nursing,  headed  by  Miss 
Wald,  conferred  with  Dr.  Farrand,  the  chairman  of  the 
Central  C^jniinittce,  for  the  purpose  of  asking  the  American 
Red  Cross  to  make  an  additional  uppropriutiou  for  scholar- 
ships which  would  not  be  restricted  to  nurses  promising  to  enter 
Red  Cross  service,  but  would  Imi  jivailable  almj  to  nurses  pre- 
paring for  puldic  bcaltli  nursing  under  other  auspices.  This 
project  was  stated  in  a  letter  to  Dr,  Furrand  from  Alias  Wald, 
February  14,  191!^,  as  follows: 

•I-ptttr  from  MIm  Delano  to  Mr.  Seott,  December  14.  1018. 
••Letter  friim  Miss  Noycs  to  Mr.  I5cott,  January  8,  1919. 
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Just  prior  to  the  entrance  of  the 
war  there  were  estimated  to  be  aboi 
health  nurses,  and  the  demand  was  al 
of  the  supply.  While  the  war  incre 
created  an  enormously  lucreaBcd  neei 
supply  l)ecame  even  less,  and  with  thi 
momentum,  already  great,  ha«  become 

Municipal,  county  and  state  depart] 
fichools^  child  BHviug  agencies,  induatrii 
ing  nurse  associations  and  other  pub!) 
are  unable  to  develop  their  public  h 
inability  to  gecure  a  eulTicient  nursi: 
making  demands  for  nurses,  which  ca] 
very  gmall  meuHure. 

The  introduction  of  two  federal  billi 
Bureau  of  the  Department  of  Labor 
United  States  Public  Health  Servicgj 
which  will  demand  many  hundrc<^H 
also  emphasize  the  need.  ^^ 

The  Bureau  of  Public  Health  Niu 
proposes  to  develop  rural  and  small  t€ 
ing  and  will  need  several  hundred  n 
The  appropriation  of  $.'J0,00u  made  h} 
preparation  of  public  health  nurses 
bureau  will  provide  from  8evcnty-five 
The  Chapters,  through  Chapter  echo! 
will  provide  possibly  one  or  two  bund 
the  nurses  needed  by  the  bureau  mi 
other  means.  While  the  work  the  Bt 
Nursing  expects  to  do  will  meet  a  gro 
only  a  small  part  of  the  whole  field, 
great  need  for  an  added  appropriation 
several  hundred  nurses  for  public  heal 
Red  Cross. 

With  a  fund  of  $150,000,  $300  acho 
to  five  hundred  nurses  for  a  four  nu 
health  nursing.  However,  as  there  iai 
need  for  executives  auti  teacher*,  it  I 
primarily  interested  in  public  health  D< 
more  desirable  distribution  would  be  i 
$000  for  an  eight  months'  course  to 
adapted  by  preparation,  experience  an 
larger  executive  and  educational  posi 
fund  of  $75,000  would  then  l>e  avaihib 
for  250  nurses  for  a  four  months*  coun 

There  are  at  present  thirteca 
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the  country  already  organized  and  conductin;;  surh  courses, 
wiiich  could  jnlinit  and  most  autiafuutorily  train  thuse  uursfs 
for  public  health  work. 

Sucli  a  grniip  of  l?T5  women  cepecially  equipped  for  rural, 
town  and  rity  work  requiring  exfcntive  and  teaching-  ability, 
conihined  witli  social  knowledge  and  vision,  while  not  com- 
]>letrly  nicciing  tlit;  constantly  iticreasin<;  ne<'d,  would  Hcrve 
a?  a  tremendous  impetus  to  public  health  nursing  throughout 
the  whole  country. 

The  Red  Cross  nurse  appeals  strongly  to  the  heart  of  the 
American  public,  and  the  public  would  unquejitionably  ap- 
prove the  expenditure  of  Hed  Cross  money  in  any  plan  to 
brill*;  help  to  Ked  Cross  nurses  in  the  dilFuult  period  of 
readjust ujeiit*  enpeciiilly  when  such  help  might  be  given  her 
as  u  recognition  of  her  fine  i^ervice  and  as  an  expression  of  the 
conviction  of  the  American  lied  Cross  that  the  country  still 
needs  her  in  a  vahmlile  luiblie  service  here. 

Public  health  nursing  catmot  continue  to  meet  the  greatly 
Btimulated  demand  without  a  scholarship  fund  sufliciently 
large  to  show  appreciable  results.  It  is  more  litting  and  less 
confusing  to  have  such  a  fund  come  from  one  source,  not 
several  sources. 

Such  a  Ifed  Cross  scholarship  fund  might  well  he  admin- 
istered by  the  special  committee  of  the  Red  Cross,  now  in 
existence,  which  has  in  its  membership  representatives  of  the 
three  national  nursing  associations,  and  which  is  now  acting 
in  an  advisory  capacity  to  the  Hed  Cross  Bureau  of  Informa- 
tion for  returning  nurses. 

(signed)  Liluan  D.  Wald, 
Honorary*  President  of  the  National  Organization  for  Public 
Health   Nursing  for  the  Oiiicers  and  Members  of  the 
Advisory  Council. 


I  On  February  27,  li^9,  the  War  Council  acting  \ipon  this 
I  petition,  authorized  the  appropriation  of  seventy-five  thousand 
dollars  ($7:*!, 000)  as  an  additional  Sch<darship  Fund  for  nurses 
needing  instruction  in  public  health  nursing  but  not  necessarily 
promising  to  serve  in  the  Red  Cross  Public  Ilcalth  Nursing 
Service. 

This  made  a  total  of  $100,000  for  scholarships  and  $r),000 
for  loans  authorized  ou  Dcvcu!l>cr  31,  1S>18,  and  February  27, 
1911).  Tho  general  terms  under  which  this  iuiul  was  to  be 
administered  were  stated  in  a  letter  to  Miss  Wuld  from  the 
general  mimager  as  follows: 


1284  HISTORY  OF  AMERICAN  REI 


t^ 


1.  Thege  scholarsliips  arc  open  t< 
eligible  for  enrollment  on  the  reconim€ 
Directors  of  I'liblic  Health  Nursing  ai 
representing    the    three    national    org 
through   their   representation   at   the 
Information.      Thei»e    reconuuendatioi 
approval  of  tlie  director  of  Public  B 
and  the  director  of  the  Departm< 
Headquartcre!. 

2.  While  the  appropriation  is 
who  are  being  released  from  military  ei 
meet  the  general  requirements  are  also 

3.  While  the  War  Cmmcil  stipulatei 
this  fund  should  be  used,  they  did  not 
and  fast  regulations,  but  preferred  i 
spending  it  Eiubject  to  alterations  with 
general  manager  and  the  direct 
Nursing. 

4.  In  addition  to  the  scholfti 
($25,000  of  which  was  appropriated  U 
for  fiervice  under  the  liurcuu  of  Public 
Red  Cronii)  there  is  a  ionn  fund  ava 
maximum  loan  sliall  bo  ^^^ak  Keco 
from  this  fund  are  received  tl»rougU 
indicated  above  for  scholarshipiii.  It  I 
tlmt  luous  Khould  be  awanled  by  the  1 
for  the  purpose  of  educating  nurses  for 
under  the  Red  Cross  Bureau  of  Pi    " 


The  specific  conditions  governing  the 
ships  and  loans  wore  set  forth  in  a  nuj 
tiona,  July  15,  1919,  as  follows:        '^M 

There  are  now  two  scholarship  fu 
Croiis  nurw?»  who  contemplate  preparir 
health  nursing  by  taking  po^t-gradc 
ships  from  the  CxTi^i  of  IheBe  fundb  ai 
echolarshipg,'*  n»caning  that  they  urc  i 
arc  pledged  to  serve  in  the  Red  Cross 
Service  for  one  year. 

There  are  three  typeH  of  srholarsh 
fund.  These  Nch(dHrshi[>fl  are  awai 
courses  of  eight  months',  four  month) 
tion.    The  maximum  scholarship  for  ti 

*lMter  from  Mr.  Monnx!  to  Minn  Waltl,  F«| 
visioDft  uf  File  Records,  National   Ilcndquftrtcri 


FROM  RUllAL  TO  PUBLIC  HEALTH  NURSING    1285 

iB  $fiOO;  for  ihe  four  months*  course  $300;  and  for  the  six 
weeks'  course  $75.  The  scholarship  carr}'iuj(  the  maximum  of 
$75  is  desired  only  for  nurses  who  have  had  a  fonsidernble 
amoiuit  (if  puhlit'  litfaltli  nursiu/;;  experience  under  super- 
visirm  and  who  feel  the  need  of  additiona!  theoretical  prepa- 
ratittn  bpforc  undertaking  iudefieink'ut  work.  This  schohir- 
ship  is  to  enrthle  them  to  take  the  sis  wecks^  summer  course  in 
theory.  There  are  two  or  three  sucli  courses  which  are 
approved  by  the  Department  of  Nursing.  Nurses  who  have 
had  very  little  experience  or  experience  of  doubtful  value 
Bliould  take  one  of  the  longer  crourscs. 

Sohoiarf^hipft  m^iy  he  awanled  to  nurBes  who  have  had  no 
experience  in  public  liealth  nursing,  who  have  had  a  limited 
or  cont^itlerahle  nuiuunt  of  public  health  nursing  experience 
without  sujiervision  or  who  have  had  considerable  experience 
under  supervision  and  give  promise  of  further  development. 
It  is  not  thought  wise  to  grant  scholarships  to  nurses  who  have 
had  considerable  experience  in  public  health  nursing  under 
supervision*  but  who  have  shown  no  evidence  of  ability  to 
work  without  supervision.  Candidates  should  meet  the  train- 
ing school  requirements  necessary  for  enrollment  in  the  Red 
Cross.  Preference  should  be  given  to  high  school  graduates 
or  those  who  can  show  a  substantial  equivalent.  Registration 
should  be  required  in  accordance  with  the  Tilling  of  the  Red 
Cross. 


In  states  where  registration  is  provided  for  by  law  the  nurse 
applying  for  enrollment  in  the  Red  Cross  tnuat  be  registered: 

Preference  should  be  given  to  nurses  who  are  enrolled  or 
who  are  eligible  for  enrollment  and  will  become  enrolled, 
altliough  exceptions  niny  be  made  where  deemed  necessary. 
In  general,  scholarships  will  be  awarded  to  nurses  between 
the  ages  of  twenty-three  and  forty  years.  Exceptions  may  be 
made  where  candidates  possess  unusual  ability.  The  candi- 
date f-liall  present  a  doctors  certificate  of  her  physical  con- 
dition. 

Much  more  than  good  education  and  good  physique  is 
required  to  make  u  good  public  health  iiursf.  The  candidate 
must  possess  good  judgment,  self-reliance,  the  ability  to  work 
in  harmony  with  all  kinds  of  people,  good  nature  and  common 
sense.  In  order  to  be  certain  of  this  a  request  for  information 
should  be  sent  to  the  superintendent  of  her  training  school, 
two  or  more  recent  employers,  and  (wjssibly  a  school  teacher 
who  had  known  her  for  some  years.  Where  the  candidate  has 
been  engaged  iu  private  duty  this  request  should  be  sent  to  at 
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leapt  two  people  who  have  known  her  intimately,  in  additioi 
to  the  superintendent  of  her  training  school.  If  the  candidat 
has  heen  engaged  in  war  Hervice,  Xutionnl  Headquarters  wi 
secure  her  efficiency  record. 

In    February,    1919,    the   director   of   the    Department 
Xursing   received   the   following   letter   from    Dr.    Taliafcr 
Clark,  of  the  United  States  Public  Health  Service,  chief  u; 
the  Bureau  of  Sauitarv  Service  of  the  lied  Cross: 

I  am  in  receipt  of  ttiminunication  from  the  Surgeon  General 
of  the  U.  S.  Public  lienlth  Service  under  date  of  January  'i^ 
1919,  in  which  he  states  that  the  service  deHJrea  to  iuaugiiratd 
a  system  of  social  service  and  follow-up  work  as  a  part  of  iti 
program  for  the  prevention  and  control  of  venereal  disease! 
8o  thftt  infected  persous  may  be  kept  under  observation  with 
strict  supervision  of  their  homes  and  places  of  employmeni 
until  they  have  been  cured. 

The  services  of  qualilied  public  health  nurses  who  havi 
had  additional  trainin>(  in  stu-ial  service  work  are  required  to 
do   this   imiHjftant  public  heahh   work  effectively.     After  a' 
canvass  of   the   fiel<l   tlie   JSnrgeon   (ieneral  advin?*   that   no 
registered  public  health  nurses  having  special  qualificntionsj 
for  follow-up  work  in  fonneclion  with  venereal  disease  oontrol] 
work  are  available  at  the  present  time,  although  the  Pubhcj 
Health  Sorvice  is  prepared  to  give  immediate  employment  to 
ten  nurses  qualified  for  this  particular  form  of  public  health 
work   and    to   continue  the   employn»ent   of  such    nurses   in 
incTeaning  number  for  an  indefinite  period  of  time  provided 
the  appropriations  o^ked  of  Congress  for  this  purpose  are 
granted.    F^irthcrmore,  it  is  the  plan  of  the  Service  to  transfer 
this  s|jecial  form  of  activity  to  State  and  I^ocal  Boards  of 
Health  as  rapidly  as  this  ran  be  arranged,  therel)y  creating  an 
increasetl  demand  for  rturses  with  the  special  qualifications 
mentioned. 

The  Surgeon  General  ijtatcs  that  so  far  as  it  is  known  to 
him  n<i  funds  are  available  for  this  purpose  from  any  soun*e 
and  reconmiends  that,  if  sik  h  request  be  i-onsistent  with  the 
Red  CroKs  program  for  public  nurning  and  not  at  variance 
with  tlic  Ued  Cross  program  for  post-war  work,  the  sum  of 
$(i,0(H)  be  appropriated  to  be  exi>ended  in  the  training  of  not 
less  than  ten  piiblit-  health  nurses  for  a  period  of  four  months 
eaih  at  the  Johns  ITnpkins  Hospital,  Baltimore,  Maryland. 

In  view  of  {lie  wide  prevalence  of  venereal  infections  in  the 
general  population  nm^  the  paliiitinl  danger  of  thcs«  infections 
to  national  tflideucy,  the  desirability  of  adopting  all  fruitful 
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measures  for  their  control  and  the  kck  of  public  health 
nurses  with  the  fipecial  training  desired  by  the  Public  Health 
Service  available  for  duty  in  t-onnection  with  its  progruin  fur 
the  control  t>f  theye  diseases,  I  wish  to  rwomnieud  that  the 
War  Council  be  requested  to  appropriate  the  sum  of  $(i,00i>  to 
be  expended  by  the  director  of  the  Bureau  of  Public  Health 
Nursing  for  the  training  of  not  less  than  ten  public  health 
nurses  in  accordnnee  with  the  plan  proposed  by  the  United 
States  Public  Health  Service. 

In  response  to  this  letter  the  Department  of  Nursing  made 
recommendations  to  Mr.  M\inroe  which  were  approved  by  him, 
and  certain  funds  were  appropriated  for  the  cooperation  sought 
by  the  United  States  Public  Health  Service. 

With  the  exhaustion  of  the  first  large  scholarship  and  loan 
fund  the  need  for  another  snch  fund  stood  out  sharply  as 
stated  in  a  memorandum  sent  by  the  director  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Nursing  to  the  Central  Committee  in  December,  1919, 
as  follows: 


After  careful  consideration  and  conference  with  the  Division 
directors  of  the  Departments  of  Nursing  and  the  director  of 
Public  Health  Nursing  at  National  Headquarters,  it  seemed 
highly  desirable  to  present  a  request  for  an  additional  appro- 
priation for  scholarships  and  loan  funds  to  the  Eiecutive 
Committee. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  National  Committee  on  Red  Cross 
Nursing  Service  on  Decemlier  i>,  1910,  the  matter  was  pre- 
sented for  their  consideration  and  it  was  a  unanimous  vote 
that  the  request  be  prepared.  The  recommendations  for  this 
appropriutioii  are  based  upon  the  following  arguments: 

K  The  Division  directors  of  Public  Health  Nursing  have 
estimated  that  they  can  readily  use  sixteen  hundred  public 
health  nursPH  and  will  acutely  need  at  least  one  thousand 
public  health  nurses  during  the  coming  six  months.  From 
present  resources  there  is  very  little  possibility  of  meeting 
even  a  small  part  of  this  personnel. 

2.  It  will  be  necessary,  therefore,  to  look  to  the  graduates 
of  courses  in  public  health  nursing  to  fill  this  need.  The 
courses  can  admit  during  the  next  six  months  somewhere 
between  450  and  500  students.  There  are  undoubtedly  as 
many  more  nurses  who  are  ready  for  post-grad unte  courses, 
but  the  large  majority  will  be  unable  to  do  so  unless  they  are 
given  liberal  financial  assistance.  The  high  cost  of  living 
continues  to  make  it  practically  impossible  fjr  them  to  forego 
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a  salary  and  in  addition  meet  the  cost  of  a  course  from  t 
own  re.-iources. 

3.  Chaptor  scholarffhipB  will  undoubtedly  be  availftble 
considerable  number,  but  they  can  by  no  means  be  relied  u 
to  meet  the  whole  need  and  they  are  limited  to  a  ooniparati 
small  group  of  nureet  who  are  in  a  poeition  to  return  to 
Chapter  whith  grants  the  scliolarship.     There   will   be 
occapitins   when  the   Division   directors  M'ould    like    to 
BcholarshipH  to  nurses  but  will  not  find  the  Cha|)ter  scho' 
fihips  suitable.    There  are  al^o  Divisions  where  Chapter 
arnhipfi  will  be  «*Hrt'€. 

4.  The  original  stholarfhip  fund  of  $100,000  ia  exha 
The  results  achieved  from  it  would  seem  to  justify  usi 
Beekinj;  atiotluT  Hiit-h  fund.  It  helped  materially  in  moe 
the  need;  by  this  means.  5-17  nurses  have  already  Seen 
pared  for  this  brnnnh  of  work;  it  /cjrently  increased  the  popt 
appreriation  of  the  need  of  a^lequate  preparation  fnr  pii 
health  nursing;  and  it  undoubtedly  stimulated  the  opeiiiui 
several  new  courses. 


Following  the  granting  of  this  appropriation  new  inatn 
lioua  were  issued  governing  its  diabur8c'mcnt8  indicating  certi 
cbaugi's  in  pidiey  from  that  governing  the  distribution  of  1 
first  fund : 

A  ttecoiul  national  fund  of  $100,000  is  now  available 
Red  Cross  nurses  who  contemplate  preparing  themselves 
public  health  nursinff  by  takin>;  »  post-graduate  eourae.  1 
fund  is  divided  iiit<>  two  sums,  $(iO.OOU  being  for  scholarsh 
anil  JiiiO.oon  for  hians.  No  part  of  this  fund  is  **restnL'tj 
and  no  reiipients  will  he  required  to  serve  in  the  Keil  Ci| 
Publir  Health  Nursing  Service  uUhough  all  recipients 
promise  t^  engage  in  public  health  nursing  for  one  year 

In  addition  a  special  loan  fund  of  $10,000  has  l>eeu  ap 
priated  to  be  distributed  among  t!»e  Divisions  for  the  pu 
of  defraying  traveling  and  other  incidental  expenses  incu 
by  nurses  tnkiug  the  post-gra<luate  courses  in  public  be 
nursing.  Where  such  loans  are  considered  necessary  in  a 
tion  to  a  National  or  Chiipler  scbolart^hip  or  loan,  thev  ma 
made  from  this  fund  by  the  Division  Department  ofNu 
direct  to  the  nurse. 

Tt   is  desired   that  only   those  candidates  shall   be 
mende*l  for  scholarships  who  are  well  educated,  aeademi 
and  profpHjsionally,  and  whose  records  show  more  tlian  ofl 
nary  ability  and  personality. 
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'  FuTthermore,  it  has  been  deemed  unwifie  to  set  ihy  stated 
amount  either  for  the  scholarships  or  the  loans.  In  making 
annouDL-enieut  of  tliis  sefond  fund  no  amounts  will  be  speci- 
fied and  no  nmximiini  and  luininmm  stated.  Funds  arc  avail- 
able for  partial  s<holarsliifm  supplemented  by  loans  to  be 
a<ided  to  the  uurseV  own  renourres,  the  amounts  to  be  deter- 
miufd  individually  fur  each  uandidat*?.  It  is  desired  that  in 
the  future  the  majority  of  candidates  shall  receive  smaller 
scholarships  than  in  the  past  and  that  deficiencies  shall  be  met 
by  loans.  Scholarships  covering  the  entire  cost  of  the  course, 
DO  part  bcLig  in  the  form  of  a  loan,  elmll  be  granted  hereafter 
only  under  exceptional  <ircunifitance8. 

»St;liolar^hip8  and  loans  from  the  national  fund  may  be 
awarded  for  one  or  both  semesters  of  a  post-graduate  course  of 
eight  months;  for  a  post-graduate  course  of  four  months  or 
for  one  of  six  weeks.  The  8iht>larnhip  or  loan  for  the  six 
weeks'  summer  course  shouhl  he  granted  only  to  nurses  who 
ha^'e  had  a  considerable  amount  of  public  health  experience 
under  supervision  and  who  feel  the  need  of  additional  theo- 
retical preparation  before  undertaking  independent  work. 
Nurses  who  have  had  experience  of  less  than  ssix  months,  or 
without  supervision,  or  of  doubtful  value,  should  take  one  of 
the  longer  courses. 

It  should  he  explained  to  applicants  that  scholarships  and 
loans  are  not  awarded  to  nursefl  who  are  able  to  meet  the 
expenses  of  a  course  themselves.  Candidates  sliould  apply  for 
the  minimum  amount  which  will  enable  them  to  meet  the  cost 
of  the  cuurne.  Nurses  who  ran  take  the  course  with  the 
assistance  of  a  loan  shall  be  granted  a  loan  rather  than  a 
schoiflTsliip  and  where  possible  partial  scliolarships,  supple- 
mented by  loans,  should  be  encouraged.*" 

With  the  decentralization  of  the  33ureau  of  Public  Health 
Nursing  earlier  methods  of  administration  became  obsolete 
und  a  diifcrcnt  system  was  8ct  up.  New  instructions  were 
issued  to  the  Chapters,  whos**  great  increase  in  numbc^rs  has 
been  mentioned.    Sections  relating  to  finance  are  quoted  below: 


15.  Where  no  Public  Health  Nursing  Service  exists  or 
none  is  immediately  projected  it  is  very  desirable  that  a 
Chapter  establish  such  a  service  and  Chapter  fumls  may  be 
used  for  this  purpose.  However,  it  will  l»e  preferable  in  many 
cases  not  to  use  Chapter  fund-t  wholly,  but  to  enlist  the  sup- 
port of  the  cf)mmunity  by  seeking  the  money  needed  from 

Instructions  for  Divisions,  March  15,  1920>  from  gefieral  milnager. 
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sourceB  euoli  as  muniripal  or  county  funds,  private  contnli 
tions,  or  ci])ecial  campaigns. 

18.  Where  a  nursing  eervice  ie  Ueing  conHuctetl  by  a  m 
nicipality  or  rounty  at  public  expense,  but  is  atliliatetl  with  t 
Red  Cross  Bureau  of  Public  Health  Nursing,  the  Chapt 
should  be  permitted  to  contribute  money  from  Chapter  fun 
to  cover  certain  necesearj'  espenditurej*  not  provided  by  law 
be  paid  from  public  funds.  The  Chapter,  however,  should  n 
take  over  the  entire  financial  responsibility  for  a  nursii 
service  which  is  now  being  conducted  by  the  city  or  coun 
and  supported  by  public  funds. 

20.  The  desirability  of  establishing  a  Chapter  public  heal 
nursing  service  having  been  decided  upon,  tlie  Chapter  shou 
adopt  in  advance  some  plan  for  financing  it.  The  duaucing 
the  public  health  nursing  service  shall  be  done  by  the  Chap 
Committee  on  Nursing  Activities,  subject  to  and  with 
advice  of  the  Chapter  Eiecutive  Committee. 

21.  It  will  be  well  to  have  available  at  the  time  of  ata 
the  service  an  amount  sufl'icient  to  finance  it  for  a  period  of 
least  three  months. 

22.  The  various  items  of  expense  which  may  be  expect 
are: 

The  salary  of  the  public  health  nurse  or  nurses. 

The  salary  of  a  possible  substitute  for  either  the  period; 

a  nurse's  vacation  or  illness. 
The  rent  of  an  otlice  for  the  nursing  service,  \rhere  neo 

sarj'. 
The  purchase  or  rental  of  a  convej'ance. 
Street  car  or  train  fare. 
The  cost  of  a  telephone  in  the  nurse's  home. 
The  (H)st  of  loan  rlost^  supplies.*' 
The  cost  of  the  nurse's  bag  with  equipment. 


With  the  promulgation  of  the  above  reorganization  plana 
final  policy  of  the  Red  Cross  was  thus  stated: 

The  Red  Cross  would  prefer  to  have  communities  organ 
and  finance  their  own  public  health  nursing  service,  w| 
possible,  under  the  supervision  of  Uie  state  authorities. 

\Miere  the  community  is  unable  or  not  ready  to  l>ear 
entire  burden  of  financing  a  public  health  nursing  8er\'ic«, 
"In  effect  March  I,  1019. 
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Red  Cross  will  undertake  to  organize  the  service,  and  finan<.'e 
it,  with  the  aid  of  the  <jomn»unity,  or  from  its  own  funds,  until 
suL'h  time  as  the  State  or  Municipality  will  take  over  the 
direction  and  supervision  of  the  service. 

It  was  well  known  that  when  the  lied  Cross  launched  its 
Rural  Nursing  Service  large  sections  of  the  country  had  no 
visiting  nurses. 

lu  lOOO,  in  seventeen  states  of  the  Union,  only  seven  visiting 
nurses  were  reported,  or  one  to  every  230,000  square  miles. 
Throughout  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  in  1D09  there  was  one 
Queen's  Nurse  to  everj'  seventy-two  square  miles.  On  the 
basis  of  population  there  was  (11)00)  an  average  of  one  nurse 
to  014,034  persons  in  the  seventeen  states  under  consideration, 
while  iu  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  there  was  one  nurse  to 
every  27,240  perBons. 

The  sixteen  Red  Cross  nurses  appointed  in  1913  were  a 
veritable  grain  of  mustard  seed.  Nearly  twelve  months  later 
the  variety  of  groups  enii>loying  Red  Cross  visiting  nursea 
included : 

Health  Committees  and  Social  Welfare 9 

Health  Committees 3 

Hocial  Welfare  Organizations 4 

Aesocittted  Charities   * 2 

Visiting  Xuri^e  Associations 11 

Women's  Civic  Clubs 3 

Red  Cross  Chapters 2 

Corporations 2 

Miscellaneous   1 


One  year  more,  and  the  demand  far  outran  the  supply.  In 
that  year  21  new  affiliations  were  atnroiaplished,  but  8  i>ld  ones 
were  discontinued  for  lack  of  fuuds.  By  1917,  85  athliated 
associations  were  employing  !)7  nurses  in  small  towns  and 
rural  communities.  In  that  year  it  was  estimated  that  all  the 
nurses  save  one  were  at  work  in  communities  numbering  from 
500  to  10,000  (XHiple,  the  early  limit  of  5000  inhabitants  per 
town  having  gradually  risen  to  25,000.  Nineteen  lields  of 
work  had  })opulation3  running  from  1000  to  5000;  thirteen 
other  fields  varied  between  5000  to  10,000.  The  visit- 
ing areas  ranged  from  two  8i]uare  miles  in  the  smallest  field 
of  500  persons  to  from  two  to  eight  square  miles  in  those  having 
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1000  to  r>000  persona,  und  fnmi  cm 
those  having  populations  between 
Febniarv  1,  1917,  there  were  sixt; 
Red  Cross  visiting  nurses  were  station© 
entered  into  tliis  list,  New  Jersey  and 
eight,  MaB8a(ihuBett8  seven,  Kentueky  a: 
five,  California,  Arizona,  North  Dakotc 
Iowa  each  one.  During  the  previrma  } 
having  received  nursing  care  numbered  " 
ber  of  visits  made  were  112,836.  Thei 
matelj,  into  classes  as  follows:  ^m 

Public  school  viwitfl.  eight  per  ceni 
per  cent ;  prenatal  care,  two  per  cent; 
per  cent;  visits  of  sanitary  inspection, 
care»  forty-seven  per  cent;  while  bu^tt 
completed  the  list.  ^M 

In  other  words,  bedside  nursing  came 
of  visits  made.  Instructive  visits  came  i 
business  calls,  with  1*3  per  cent ;  social  sei 
cent,  and  unclasaiHed,  10  to  12  per  cent, 
munilies  eager  to  learn  of  visiting  nursinj 
increased  by  nearly  100  per  cent,  wh 
nurses  also  increjised.  The  status  of 
generally  after  the  Armistice  is  describe 
and  the  statistical  chart  there  sho\vn  gii 
of  the  statistical  side  of  our  muterioi 


CHAPTER  XV 

RED  CB088  PUBLIO   HUALTlf    NURSING   APTKR  THE  WAS. 

A  MONTH  after  the  Armistice  the  general  manager 
(Frederick  Munroc)  wrote  to  the  Division  managers  the 
following:  "With  the  declaration  of  {xnice  the  further 
development  of  our  public  health  nursing  and  of  our  courses 
iu  Home  Hygiene  and  Care  of  the  Sick  and  Home  Dietetics, 
which  have  been  temporarily  interrupted  by  the  more  insistent 
needs  of  the  war,  will  now  be  among  the  foremost  activities  of 
the  Red  Cross.'*  *'lt  is  planned/'  he  wrote,  *'that  each  ebapter 
will  have  a  Committee  on  Nursing  Activities  through  which 
all  matters  relating  to  this  work  may  function/'  and  stated  that 
oue  of  the  activities  to  be  assumed  by  this  committee  would 
be  **to  develop  and  ind  the  organi/ntion  of  public  hcHlth  nursing 
over  the  entire  territory  of  the  Chapter."  Thus  the  Hrst  olHcial 
step  was  tnkcn  toward  the  initiation  of  the  c-xpanded  public 
health  nursing  program  of  the  Red  Cross  after  the  war. 

The  reasons  given  by  the  Bureau  of  Public  Health  Nursing 
iu  recommending  tins  expansion  were  set  forth  as  follows: 

Public  health  nursing,  like  many  social  developments  of 
recent  years,  had  its  origin  in  the  large  city,  spreatlijig  slowly 
from  one  city  to  anoth(?r  ami  from  city  to  town,  but  not  ox- 
pnnding  to  any  extent  at  first  to  small  towns,  \jllagcfe  and  the 
open  country.  Only  in  the  years  inunediately  preceding  the 
war  had  there  begun  to  be  an  active  appreciation  of  the  need 
of  extendiiii?  the  mKanUiges  of  public  healtli  nurniiig  beyond 
the  larger  centers.  The  attention  of  many  students  and 
IcjidtTH  i>f  American  affairs  shifted  its  focus  to  tfic  study  of 
the  development  of  country  life.  They  were  quick  to  dis- 
cover that  among  other  elements  of  neglect  one  of  the  most 
serious  was  the  lack  of  provision  for  the  preservation  of  health 
and  care  of  the  sick.  At  the  same  time  national  and  state 
agencies,  both  public  and  private,  concerned  with  health  prol>- 
lems,  were  al^o  dis<over)ng  these  gaps  in  their  system  for 
maintaining  high  standards  of  health  and  were  giving  much 
thought  to  ways  ami  means  of  iilling  them.     State  tubercu- 
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\m\B  aseociatioDR  in  many  etates,  ^| 
lionltli  in  a  fi'W.  hc^aii  U>  extend  publi 
|>w)]>le  in  the  Hnialler  towns  and  the  c*oi 
fair  headway.  Am]  then  the  war  cani€ 
trained  personnel  n*?cessary  for  the  e 
waa  drawn  into  war  work,  thereby  n 
fulfilhneiit  for  the  time  being.  At  t 
for  extending  health  machinery  and  ix 
health  workers  all  over  the  (country 
by  war  eonditionti,  and  so  soon  as 
fill  these  needs  were  get  going. 

For  (ivu  years  before  the  war  t 
gaged  in  promoting  rural  nursing  1 
Counlrj*  Nursing  Servi^-e.  Having  fo 
uncultivated  field  in  which  to  labor, 
but  slowly.  Though  the  number  of  a 
tion  never  e.xoeoded  one  hundred  at  an; 
couaequeutly  never  reached  impresisiv) 
enee  was  much  in  exress  of  its  size  a 
part  in  the  early  day8  of  rural  nursi 
number  of  new  activities  came  under  i 
old  title,  the  Tovn\  and  Country  Nurfi 
these  new  phases  of  work,  it  was  char 
priate  one  of  the  Bureau  of  Public  He 

Out  of  the  experience  of  the  war  an 
the  war  grew  wrUiin  great  prinmrj'  le 
and  convincing  value  than  could  perhi 
all  the  educational  work  of  all  the  h 
before  the  war.  It  \a  unnecetfsary  her 
since  they  arc  known  to  all.  As  the 
close  of  the  war  there  existed  tliroughi 
awareness  of  tlie  present  inailequate 
health  nursing,  an  acute  conpciousnes 
for  it  and  a  wideHpread  demand  for  pu 

A  year  after  the  armistice,  we  founi 
situation  that  there  were  two  states,  i 
which  there  wae  a  mandatory  law  com 
have  a  public  health  nuri»e  (in  Wis^-oni 
alternative  of  n  ]>uhlic  health  instrt 
states  there  were  permissive  laws  enab 
county  fundy  for  public  health  nursii 
do;  that  in  fifteen  Htates  there  were  i 
employed  by  the  state  department  oi 
bureaus,  divisions  or  sub-diwsions  of 
whose  functions  were  to  pn:»mot<»  publi 
counties  and  to  get  county  officia 
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interest  back  of  a  pubHr  pm^^ram  for  piiljlic  health  nursing. 
Acconlin;?  to  Miss  Yssabella  Water;*'  tigurcH  there  were  four 
states,  Massachusetts,  Coiincctkut,  Ehude  Island  and  \ew 
York,  in  whi<'li  there  was  one  public  health  nurse  to  every 
four  or  five  thousand  people.  Dr.  C.  E.  A.  Winalow  says  the 
ideal  is  one  to  every  two  thousand.  From  the  hi^h  standard 
of  these  states  tlie  ratio  decreased  rapidly,  the  lowest  being 
one  public  health  nurse  to  one  hundred  and  eighty  tliousand 
ppciple  in  Mississippi.  Wyoming'  liiid  only  two  public  health 
nurses;  Nevaila,  three;  T"talu  outside  of  Salt  Lake  City,  none. 
So  rapidly  in  the  last  few  months,  however,  has  rural  nursing 
progressed  that  no  doubt  these  figures  are  already  out  of  date. 

At  the  same  time  the  country  was  covereti  with  '*ready- 
niade"  groups  of  workers  in  Red  Cross  chapters.  These  work- 
ers were  disci|dined  by  continuous  ati<l  exacting  war  duties; 
they  had  learned  to  get  togetlier  for  a  common  purpose;  they 
hfld  shared  in  the  responsihilitios  of  the  nurse  nnd  had  felt  the 
exhilaration  of  serving  others  in  a  big  cause.  Their  war 
duties  were  drawing  to  a  close,  but  for  many  of  them  the 
Bpirit  of  service  remained  and  could  be  put  to  use  in  com- 
munity activities. 

With  this  machinery  and  this  spirit  ready  at  hand  and  a 
great  need  existin**  throughout  the  rural  parts  of  our  country 
tor  public  health  nursing,  the  Red  Cross  was  in  a  position  to 
make  a  great  contribution  to  the  welfare  of  the  people  of  the 
nation  by  sotting  the  chapters  to  work  to  promote  this  activity 
in  territories  which  otherwise  might  not  be  able  to  introduce 
it  for  some  time  to  come.  In  so  doing  the  Red  Cross  would 
simply  be  extending  its  traditional  duties  of  saving  life,  miti- 
gnting  suffering,  preventing  unnecessary  disease  and  fortify- 
ing physical  stamina.' 

The  Red  Cross  was  convinced  that  the  Chapters  in  niral  and 
semi-rural  commutiities  would  iiud  an  excellent  opportunity  to 
perform  a  service  of  great  value  through  the  establishment  of 
public  health  nursing  since  there  were  many  counties,  towns 
and  villages  having  no  such  service,  where  th»*  need  was  great 
and  where  the  installation  of  such  a  service  by  the  chapter 
would  be  warmly  welcomed.  It  was  planned,  therefore,  to  en- 
courage Chapters  in  such  localities  to  develop  a  public  health 
nursing  service. 

The  scope  of  the  Town  nnd  Country  Service  had  been  limited 
to  towns  having  a  population  less  than  25,000  and  to  rural 

*  February,  1020,  isaup  of  the  Pubtif  Ut-atth  Nurse:   •*Tho  development  of 
the  Red   CrosH   Public   Health   Nursing  Seryicc." 
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communities.     In  the  spring  of  lfll8  the  National  Coma 
on  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service  removed  this  limitation  jiq 
no  restrietion  in  its  place  on  the  Imsis  of  population.     II 
henceforth  permissible  to  establish  a  nursing  service  in 
munities  of  any  size  when  so  desired.     The  Red  Cross  dit 
propt>se,  however,  to  enter  communities  where  the   work 
well  established  and  the  people  well  informed  in  public  b 
nursing  principles  and  procedures.     8uch  comiuiiuities 
already  meeting  tlte  situation   In  this  tield  and    were  n( 
need  of  assistance  and  supervision.     The  concern  of  the 
Cross  was  f<ir  those  eomtiuuiitics  lit  which  public  health  nni 
was  just  bfMng  estaldishcd,  where  the  people  had   yet  to  I 
h(»w  to  devidop  and  manage  this  new  undertaking,  where  ai 
and   trained  supervision   were  needed,   or  where    the   ba 
secured  by  being  a  part  of  the  Red  Cross  service  was  a 
of  moral  support  and  strength. 

It  was  recognized  that  public  health  nursing  was  a 
function  which  depended  for  its  success  on  its  understa 
and  willing  acceptance  by  the  people  of  the  community 
this  reason,  it  was  agreed  that  it  would  be  much  more 
and  permanent  in  character  and  wider  in  scope  if  it  were 
slowly  and  if  the  general  public  had  a  share  in  the  loc 
aponsibility  for  and  management  of  this  fundamentally  p 
enterprise.     As  public  health  nursing  was  considered   to 
connnunity  service,   it  was  to  be  developed  in  hnrmonv 
cooperation   with   other   community   activities,      Furthe 
as  any  local  accomplishment  formed  an  organic   part   of^ 
work  of  the  state,  it  was  agreed  fhat  the  Chapter  should 
its   servici^   iu   Hue   with   the   Htate   program   for   public   h 
nursing  and  should  always  be  responsive  to  suggestions 
the  state.     The  Red  Cross  was  to  be  considered  an  edueat 
agency,   not  necessarily   the  permanent   directing   agi^iov, 
assumption    of    tinancial    responsibility    by    the   munieip 
state  authorities  was  to  be  welcomed. 

Moreover,  as  reported  later:  '*In  working  out  the  pla 
the  conduct  of  this  work,  consideration  was  iumied lately 
to  the  fact  that  tlie  Red  Cross  was  not  alone  in  the  field 
many  other  ngencies,  national,  state  and  local,  public  and 
vate,  were  engaged  in  promoting  some  one  or  mort^  brad 
of  public  health  nursing;  and  that  nuieh  good  work  was  alw 
under  way.  These  agencies  were  attacking  the  nerd  from  i 
ous  angles,  none  of  them  with  ct>mplete  programs  or  with 
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jmnif^diaN?  cjcpt'ctatifn*  of  Jiii^utiiig  the  whole  need.  There 
seemed  to  be  no  probability  th«t  iijl  of  them  working  together 
would  be  able  to  meet  more  thau  part  of  the  great  Deed  of  rural 
communities  for  some  time  to  eomc.  The  Rod  Cross  merely 
proposed  to  supplement  the  work  of  these  agencies  by  bringing 
assistance  to  rnral  people  until  governmental  agencies  could 
more  nearly  take  care  of  them."  ^ 

Wlien  this  general  plan  hud  k'cn  accepted  by  the  Central 
Committee  of  the  Red  Cross,  instructions  were  issued  which 
set  forth  the  following  policy: 

Chapter  nursing  activities  shall  always  be  conducted  with 
the  thought  that  iu  so  far  as  they  affett  the  public  health  they 
constitute  one  phase  of  a  very  broad  public  problem.  With 
this  thought  in  nihid  the  chapter  nursing  activities  shall  be 
carrind  on  in  a  matmer  that  will  assure  tiooperation  with 
medical  or  social  welfare  work  existing  or  to  be  introduced  in 
the  community.  It  is  equally  important  that  the  spirit  in 
whiuh  the  work  is  conducted  shall  be  one  that  will  enlist  the 
interest  and  aid  of  the  entire  comnianity.  With  that  end  in 
view  the  activities  shall  be  <levelo|ied  us  a  public  service  and 
not  as  a  charity  and  tlie  personnel  conducting  such  activities 
shall  make  an  especial  effort  to  popularize  them.  It  is  not 
pni[j(tsc'il  to  ijiUinte  }tuhlic  health  nursing  activities  in  com- 
munities where  agencie?;  exist  for  this  purpose,  unless  to  co- 
operate with  or  aid  the  established  agencies.  The  American 
Red  C'ross  seeks  only  to  develop  the  public  interest  in  public 
health  nursing  activities.  It  does  not  seek  to  retain  permanent 
BUiHTvision  of  these  acti\itieR  and  will  welcome  state  or 
nninicipal  assumption  of  supervision  and  control  of  all  public 
health  nursing  services.  The  Red  Cross  proposes  to  initiate 
public  health  nursing  services  only  in  localities  where  tliere 
are  no  existing  agencies  for  that  purpose  and  where  none  is 
immediately  projected  by  any  other  state  or  national  organi- 
zation. The  lied  Cross  also  desires  to  cooperate  with  other 
organizatioiif^  already  in  the  field  and  to  render  the  fullest 
measure  of  such  cooperative  service.  It  does  not  seek  to 
supplant  or  compete  with  any  existing  service  or  organization, 
or  to  initiate  any  jirogram  whi(;h  will  conflict  with  the  plans 
of  other  organizations.  The  Red  Cross  rather  seeks  to  aid 
other  agencies  with  the  ultimate  purpose  of  securing  the 
wisest  possible  development  of  the  public  health  nursing  serv- 
ice through  the  properly  constituted  State  and  local  organiza- 

■"The  Red  CrosH  Public  Health  Xiirfting  Service,  A  History  and  Fore- 
cast"   Hed  Croaa  Bullitin,  January  26,  1920. 
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tions.  Becnuae  of  its  extensive  Chapter  organization,  I 
Cross  feeie  that  it  is  able  to  promote  the  establi^ha 
these  activities  in  territories  whiih  oilierwise  might  not 
to  introduce  giuh  n  porvite  for  some  time  to  come.  ] 
development  the  Hod  Cross  may  make  a  distinct  contr 
to  the  progress  of  public-  health  uursiug  tiirou^ho] 
country.' 

Partiripntion  in  and  the  organization  of  public  heaJt] 
ing  by  the  American  Red  Cross  waa  described  a&  follows 

The  American  Red  Cross  is  anxious  to  promote  this 
sninll  (owns  and  in  the  country,  but  would  prefer 
communities  |  ]Hiblic  autliority]  organize  and  finan< 
own  public  heiillh  nursing  service,  where  possible,  wn< 
supervision  of  the  State  authorities.  Where  the  comn 
I  public  autliorityl  it;  unable,  or  not  ready  to  bear  the 
burden  of  financing  a  public  health  nursing  service,  tli 
Cross  may  undertake  to  organize  the  service  and  tinai 
with  the  aid  of  the  ^xmimunity  or  Prom  its  own  fundsi 
such  time  as  the  state  or  municipality  will  take  on 
direction  and  support  of  the  service. 

The  ways  in  Mhich  the  Red  Cross  may  proceed  in  d< 
ing  public  health  nursing  nmy  roughly  t>e  classified  und< 
headings : 

(a)  It  ha.«  authorize*!  its  Chapters  to  develop  public 
nursing  services  and   to  u^e  Clmpter   funds    fo 
purjHise.    The  work  may  therefore  be  started 
Red  Cross  Chapter.  J 

(b)  M'here  one  or  more  other  local  agencies,  public  d 
vate,  are  desirous  of  combining  in  a  joint  n| 
service  and  are  ready  to  share  in  its  cost,  tht»  C 
may  (^rticipate  and  contribute  its  share  of  the  fi 
it  is  proportionately  represented  on  the  iximmit 
charge  of  the  «Tvice  and  if  it*  standards  of  pen 
and  work  are  maintained. 

(c)  Occasionally  an  organization  which  is  eondac^ 
hn-al  publi<'  health  nur?in£r  service  desires  the  mm 
of  the  Red  Cross  in  securing  a  nurse  and  it*  advi 
help  in  regard  to  and  supervision  of  the  nursiii|(  « 
It  niav  secure  this  continuous  and  sy~stematic  maa 
by  affiliating  with  the  Red  Cross  Public  He^b 
ing  Service.     In  so  doing  it  must  agree  to 

*"Th*  Orgmniniian   and   AdminUtntioa   of  a   PoMm  Bcmh^ 
Service,    lutructioa  ivr  ChaplN^**  M&rdi  1,  191t. 
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certain  standards  of  eemce  set  forth  in  the  .  .  . 
statement  flailed  the  "Affiliation  Agreement"  and  must 
sign  this  Htatenient  as  aii  evidence  of  its  iuttntion  to 
ohsorve  those  conditions. 
(d)  Where  therp  is  an  existing  organization  conducting  a 
puhiic  hcahh  nursing  service  which  might  greatlv  c.\- 
tetid  the  developmont  of  its  work  tlirotigh  tlie  Hnancial 
assistance  of  a  Chapter,  the  I'hapter  may  contribute  a 
sum  sutTioient  to  aid  in  this  <levelopmeiit.  No  dona- 
tions fri>ni  riiapter  funds  in  excess  of  one-tenth  of  the 
yearly  expense  of  conducting  the  public  health  nursing 
service  may  be  made,  however,  except  under  special 
circumstances  and  with  special  permission  from  the 
Division.* 


The  old  Town  and  Country  Nursing  Service  had  coneisted 
largely,  as  set  forth  in  the  preceding  section,  of  a  series  of 
utiiliations  with  local  organizations,  (|uite  independent  of  the 
Red  Cross  Chapter,  such  as  women*8  clubs,  Visiting  Nurse 
AssociatiousT  Civic  leagues,  town  and  school  iKiurds  and 
similar  groups.  While  the  plan  wiis  now  chiingcd  in  extend 
the  scTvice  hereafter  through  th(!  chapters,  the  old  method  of 
creating  nffiliationB  with  local  orgnnizations  outside  of  the 
chapter  was  not  abandoned,  although  limited  by  the  new  policy 
that  such  affiliations  should  not  he  made  in  states  having  a  well 
developed  system  of  State  supervision  of  nursing  under  the 
State  department  of  health.  It  was  felt  that  the  State  super- 
vising nurse  was  prepared  to  givr-  tin*  necessary  direction,  as- 
sistance and  supervision  to  independent  public  health  nursing 
organizations  and  that  consequently  any  aHiliations  which  the 
Red  Cross  might  form  with  them  would  only  result  in  needless 
duplication. 

As  stated  in  the  first  paragraph  of  this  chapter,  all  nursing 
activities  con<hicted  by  the  Chapter  including  public  health 
nursing  were  to  hi*  admlnislfrcd  by  a  Committee  on  Nursing 
Activities.  The  method  of  appointing  this  rominittee  and  sug- 
gestions eonecniing  its  meinh'rship  were  set  forth  in  the  in- 
structions to  chapters  as  follows: 

The  members  of  this  committee  shall  be  appointed  by,  and 
continue  in  otticc  during  the  pleasure  of,  the  Chapter  Execu- 
tive Committee.  The  appointments  to  the  Chapter  Conimittee 

*  InforniBtioii  for  Cunimunitiua  Concerning  the  Rfd  Crosi  Public  Health 
Nursing  Service^ 
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on  Nursiuj?  Activities  shall  be  approved  by  the  Division 
Director  of  Nureiiig  before  they  aro  cotifirmed.  The  commit- 
tee should  consist  of  as  many  workcrii  us,  in  the  judgment  of 
the  Chapter,  may  be  necessary  to  carry  on  the  work  effertively 
and  should  include  both  men  and  women.  It  will  usually  be 
found  desirable  to  limit  the  committee  to  iifteen  members  and 
there  Khould  not  be  less  than  five  members. 

The  chairman  of  the  committee  shall  he  appointed  by  th« 
chapter  Executive  Committee  and  should  he  a  person  having  a 
positive  iiitereht  in  all  the  activities  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  committee.  A  vice-chairman  sluiuld  also  be  appointed  to 
carry  on  the  work  of  the  conunittec  in  the  absence  of  the 
chairman. 

The  chapter  Committee  on  Nursing  Activities  should  in- 
clude amouf^^  its  members  one  or  more  representatives  of  each 
of  the  following: 

(a)  Tlie  Board  of  Health. 

(b)  The  Board  of  ICducation  (or  representative  teacher). 

(c)  Tbe  Medical  Association. 

(d)  The  Chamber  of  Commerce  or  Board  of  Trade. 

(e)  The  Clergy. 

(f )  Sucli  other  active  local  orgaiiizations  as  tlie  Civic  Club. 
Woman's  Club,  etc. 

(g)  The  Chapter  Home  Service  Section.  It  maj,  i'^  .-4 
advantage  also  to  have  a  representative  uf  the  Com- 
mittee on  Xursing  Activities  on  the  Home  Service 
Committee,  and  it  is  suggested  that  this  be  amn^ 
for  when  practicable. 

(li)  The  I>oral  Committee  of  the  Red  Crosa  Nnrsinjc  Sct- 
vice,  where  tamvenieut;  or,  if  not,  then  a  repre^rntativf 
Bed  (Jross  nur^e  qualificfl  as  a  general  repretfentati%e  of 
the  Hed  Cross  Nursing  Service  should  be  appointf^ 
with  the  npprovnl  of  the  I>ivision  I>ircrtor  of  Nursing. 

(i)    Other  local  public  lioalth  nursing  ageccies,  if  any. 

(j)    Chapter  ScIhxjI  Comniittee. 

(k)  United  States  Department  of  Agricultarc  (nsoallj  a 
Home  IX*monstration  agent). ^ 

Certain  regnlations  wrro  made  concerning  the  nunir*t  •e^ 
vice  tn  the  ('Iiupti-r.  Tlie  first  three  months  won."  lo  be  cooaad' 
ered  probationary  and  a  month's  vnculion  with  pay  allowed  an- 
ntially.  It  was  recommended  that  aftfr  «ix  muntiis*  aenrioi 
one  Italf  tlio  traveling  fxponscs  incurred  by  a  nune  in  rnmtiif 

'"Tltr  OovHopmcnt  iinri  Aflininiiitratiun  of  Cbiiptvr  XaralM  AtUf 
lastnictiun  for  Chaptcm,"  March   I,  1919. 
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for  duty  be  refunded.  One  hn!f  day  a  week,  exclusive  of  iSun- 
daya  and  hoHdaya,  was  aaaiguecl  for  rest  and  recreation  and 
sick  leave  with  pay  urran/yed  for.  If  iiifi;bt  duty  were  neeessary 
in  emergencies,  the  nurse  was  to  have  sutKeieut  rest  the  follow- 
ing day.  Private  practice  by  the  nurse  was  absolutely  for- 
bidden. 

In  addition,  definite  ingtruetiona  were  issued  concerning 
certain  aspects  of  the  work,  such  as  the  professional  relatiou- 
ship  of  the  nurse  to  the  medical  profession,  the  inadvisability 
of  material  relief  given  by  the  nurse  and  the  placing  of  the 
work  on  a  business  rather  than  on  a  charity  biisia,  allowance 
being  made,  however,  for  those  unable  to  pay  the  fnil  cost  of 
the  nurse's  visit  and  for  the  maintenance  of  a  free  service  for 
Army  and  Navy  men  and  their  families  and  for  disabled  ex- 
service  men. 

In  regard  to  appointments  the  instructions  read : 

The  public  health  nurses  must  be  appointed  to  the  Chapter 
by  the  Bureau  of  Public  Health  Xursing  at  Hed  Cross  Division 
headquarters.  ,  .  . 

Nurses  desiring  to  serve  as  Hed  Cross  public  health  nurses 
must  meet  all  the  requirements  of  the  IJed  Cross  Bureau  of 
Public  Health  Nursing  and  must  be  Giindled  Ited  Cross  nurses 
or  must  make  application  for  enrollment.  .  .  . 

Requirements   for   appointment    in    the   Red   Cross  Public 
Health  Nuraing  Sen'ico  were  detined  as  follows: 

A  grarluate  uurse  who  has  ha<l  no  rxperienee  or  training  in 
public  health  nursing  cannot  conduct  a  puldic  health  nursing 
servite  Hatiftfactorily.  The  varied  retitH>U!^ibilities  deman<i  a 
person  who  is  an  organizer,  teacher  and  demonstrator  as  well 
as  a  nurse  and  one  who  is  familiar  with  public  h*'altb  problems 
H  and  procedures.  These  qualitications  and  tliis  knowleilge  are 
1^  only  secured  by  experience  under  direction  or  by  special 
training. 

Tublie  lioahh  nursing  is  a  highly  developed  form  of  nurs^ 
ing,  preparation  fur  which  ii*  not  iui'lu<U'd  onltnarily  in  tlie 

•  training  school  i  urric-ulum.  it  is  necessary,  therefore*  for  the 
nurse  wiio  willies  to  be  successful  in  thin  (ieiil  to  undertake  a 
poHt-graduate  course  or  to  secure  her  training  thmugh  super- 
vised experience  under  the  direction  of  a  public  health  nun^e 
instructor. 

Professional  requirements  for  the  Red  Cross  public  health 
nurse  are  eligibility  for  enrollment  in  the  Ked  Cross  Nur«ing 
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Service  and  a  four  or  eight  months'  course  in  public  Iwaltllj 
nursing,  either  post-graduute  or  taken  duriu>j  trainings  or  it 
equivalent  in  Hupervited  praetiL-al  work. 

Ill  addition,  suoli   pcriiona]   i|ualitication$  a£  ^ood   bea1l 
education,  public  Hpirit,  ability  to  nianflgc  diificuU  Bituatioi 
and  to  carry   respuntsibility,   nnit^t   be  considert^d.     In   lufttiyj 
services  a  nurse  is  granted  two  weeks'  sick  leave  with  sularr, 
tliough  a  more  generous  arningemeiit  may  be  made  where  th«] 
nurse  has  become  of  proved  value  and  where  the  illness 
been  contracted  through  the  perfonnance  of  her  duties. 

Under  ordinary  circumetanoea,  iiurses  should  not  be  eaJle<l 
for  niglit  duty,  hut  in  case  of  emergency,  when  this  is  dotiM 
the  chapter  should  provide  for  the  care  of  her  patientu  duriagj 
the  day.  The  rhnpter  nlKtulil  forbid  any  attempta  made  by  thtl 
nurse  to  practice  privately  after  hours.* 

The  inatnictions  also  inclndcd  recomraendationB  that  an 
office,  telephone,  loan  clowt,  filing  cabinet,  nursing  equipment 
and  suitable  transportation  U^  provided  and  that  an  a<vurati^ 
and  adequate  record  flyatem  be  maintained.  No  salary  eouW 
bo  prescribed  and  only  a  general  guide  wa»  attempted  and 
issued.' 

As  was  reported  later: 

The  old  Town  and  Country  Nursing  Service  • 
entirely  from  Headquartern,  as  it  hn<l  it^  liegin-  .;  be- 

fore the  Red  CrosH  decentralized.  But  with  this  greatly  en- 
larged program  it  was  nccegnary  immediately  to  *et  up  t 
Bureau  of  Public  IlealUi  Nursing  in  each  uf  the  ihirtn-ti  Red 
Cross  Diviaions  and  to  secure  public  health  nurM  directorf  f(tr 
these  bureaus/ 

The  staff  of  the  Bureau  of  Public  Iloalth  Nursing  at 
National  Headquarters  included  the  director,  Elizabeth  0.  Fos, 
and  an  assistant,  Charlotte  E.  VauUuzer,  a  public  beullh  ixune 
of  wide  experience  as  city  visiting  nurse,  rural  county  acbcwl 
nurse  and  us  medical  social  service  worker  at  llellrvur  Hiif 
pital,  New  Vnrk  City.  As  school  uurso  she  nrganizod  school 
nursing  in  Watertowu,  New  York,  and  Ial<*r  in  Kent  (^jimlj, 
Michigan,  under  the  Town  and  CViuntry  Nursing  Serricr  itf 
the  Red  Cross,  did  nn  outstanding  piece  of  work  which  Is  itill 
a  mod*'l  to  lie  followed  by  rnnil  schiKil  nurses. 
*"T1ic  Develupment  and  AdminUlrntion  of  Ctiapti^-  Nurtlaie  JuUnMm* 

***Thv  Rrd  Crosn  Puhllc  tfealtli  NnrviniE  Merrlee.    A  lUaHaty  ud  Ht9- 

emit,"  Rfd  CrogM  Buileiin,  January  W,  1020. 
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In  Jnimnry,  1I)"20,  Knthfirinr  W,  Holmes,  whose  work  in 
Europe  has  been  described,  was  added.  tSteps  were  immediately 
taken  to  uppfunt  pnlilic  health  mirses  as  directors  to  organize 
aud  operate  the  newly  created  Bureaus  of  Public  Health  Nurs- 
ing in  the  Divisions, 

In  several  of  the  Divisions,  the  already  appointed  director 
of  the  Department  of  Nursing  M'as  a  public  health  nurse  and 
was  therefore  appointed  director  of  the  Bureau  of  Public 
Health  Nursing  also.  These  were  Elizabeth  Ross,  later  suc- 
ceeded by  BiTuire  Billings;  Jane  Vua  de  Vrede ;  V.  Lota 
Lorinu»r,  aucrp('de<l  by  Grace  Bentley  and  later  by  I.  ^lalinde 
Havey ;  il  limits  Aiirens,  and  Eva  Anderson.  Grace  Harring- 
ton and  Ethel  Finder,  the  first  appointed  in  May  of  1920  and 
the  second  in  July,  1S)2<),  to  till  vat-ancies  in  the  Northwestern 
and  Soutliweatcrn  Divisions  respectively,  were  also  appointed 
as  directors  of  Nursing  and  Public  Health  Nursing.  Three 
nurses,  Mary  K.  Nelson,  Nellie  F.  Oxley,  and  Olive  Chapman, 
who  were  appointed  Directors  of  Public  Health  Nursing  in 
the  New  England,  Potomac  and  Mountain  Divisions  respec- 
tively, later  became  Directors  of  Nursing  as  well.  Most  of 
these  nurses  have  been  spoken  of  earlier  in  the  liistory. 

Four  nurses,  Anna  A.  Ewing,  Madeline  Oldfiold,  Mrs.  Ethel 
S.  Parsons  and  Mrs.  Grace  Engblad,  all  of  whotn  had  served 
as  chief  nurses  in  the  extra  canttmiiient  zones  during  the  war, 
were  app(.>inted  directors  of  Bureaus  of  Public  Health  Nursing 
in  four  of  the  Divisions.  Having  had  several  years*  experience 
of  public  health  nursing  in  the  east,  west  and  south  and  a  post- 
gradunt*'  eonrs**  at,  Tinu-hers  College,  Anna  A.  Ewing  was 
appointed  to  thr  Atlantic  Division  and  filled  the  position  with 
painstaking  zeal  until  the  Atlantic  Division  was  merged  in 
the  Washington  Division  in  June,  1922<  Madeline  Oldfield, 
who  had  had  ten  years'  experience  in  public  hcidtb  nursing 
largely  in  or  around  New  York  City,  was  appointed  to  the 
Potomac  Division  and  was  later  sueceedod  by  Nellie  h\  Oxley. 
Mrs,  Grace  Engblad,  an  English  woman,  trained  and  with  years 
of  experienee  in  this  country,  undertook  the  work  in  the  Gulf 
Division,  %vhere  she  served  until  her  health  made  a  change 
necessary.    ^She  was  succeeded  by  Mary  K.  Nelson. 

Mrs.  Ethel  S.  Parsons,  a  graduate  of  the  public  health  nurs- 
ing course  at  Teachers  College  and  with  several  years  of  execu- 
tive public  health  nnraing  experience  in  Texas,  became  Diret^tor 
of  Public  Health  Nursing  in  the  Southwestern  Division.  After 
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succeeded  hy  Aima  L.  Stanlev. 

One  of  the  lending  Bchiio]  uuraea  in  the  country,  Mias  Stanley 
eould  imt  long  be  satisfied  in  a  general  executive  position  and 
in  July  of  VJiiO  gave  up  the  Division  directorship  to  become 
special  supervisor  of  school  nursing  for  the  Red  Cross,  in  which 
jwsition  she  did  much  to  work  out  a  standard  ach<M>l  nursing 
toclinique  for  Red  Cross  nurses.  Sho  Mas  sucv<'<'did  by  KtlicI 
Pinder. 

Two  years'  expt:*rien(-e  in  industrial  nursing  gave  Mrs. 
Florence  Downing,  who  was  apjK»inted  director  in  the  Penn- 
sylvania-Delaware Division,  an  added  advantage  in  handling 
the  public  health  nursing  problems  in  Pennsylvania,  a  stAte  uf 
luiuiy  industries. 

Coming  from  the  East  originally  but  with  ten  years  of  public 
health  nursing  experience  on  the  Pacific  Coast,  Kmma  Grit* 
tinger,  as  director  of  tlie  Bureau  of  Public  Health  Nurning 
in  the  Northwestern  Division,  was  no  ''outsider."  I^avinf? 
for  the  East  in  February,  1020,  to  take  up  public  health  nursiu^ 
work  at  Teachers  College^  she  was  succeeded  by  Grace  liar 
rington. 

Also  with  an  eastern  training,  but  a  wertern  cjucpericoee^ 
Mary   L.   Cole  was  taken  over  from   the  superiiit.     '  of 

the  Visiting  Nurse  Association  of  Santa  Barbara.  f*. 

to  become  Dire<rt«r  of  Public  Health  Nursing  in  thi- 
Division  and  later  dirwrtor  of  the  Nursing  Ser\-ioe  as  »..,. 

Each  Division  Bureau  was  a  part  of  the  Division  l>epart- 
ment  of  Nursing.      It  rt^mained  the  fimction  of  tl  oal 

Bureau  to  determine  general   policies  and  plans,  -  'rm 

standards,  outline  imiform  administrative  procedures^  make 
contact  and  work  out  agreements  with  other  Dational  agCDeioi 
and  to  guide  and  help  the  Division  Bureaus.  It  became  tko 
function  uf  the  Division  Buroatia  us  prnjectifins  of  the  National 
Bureau  to  interest  the  Chapters  in  and  to  help  them  to  organitt 
and  administer  public  hcaltli  nursing  8or>'ic<'a,  to  accore  for 
them  trained  public  health  nurses  and  to  guide  and  aaasat  theBk 
by  visits  of  thr  l)ivi3i<»n  staff  to  the  Chapten*  and  of  C1iapC«r 
ofHcials  and  workers  to  the  Division  oiHce*  by  regioDal  and 
state  meetings,  through  correspondence  and  a  system  of  moatUj 
reports  and  by  other  metlKKls.  The  Division  Bun^au  wa»  tt- 
spoiiaible  for  the  maintenance  in  the  Cliaptcra  of  atandank  of 
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nursing  work  and  personnel  set  by  the  American  Red  Cross 
as  previously  descrilx'd. 

The  operating  unit  was  the  Chapter,  whieh  was  usually  coun- 
trywide, or  the  atfiJiiited  urgaiiizatiun.  The  planning,  direction 
and  execution  of  the  work  was  left  entirely  to  these  local  units 
with  national  standards  for  their  guidance  aud  with  the  super- 
vision deseribed  alxive,  wliieh  always  had  as  its  primary  cou- 
siderutiou  the  peculiar  needs  and  possibilities  of  the  individiinl 
Chapter.  The  Hue  of  communication  was  from  Chapter  to 
Division  aud  from  Division  to  Nationa!  Headquarters.  The 
latter  did  not  negotiate  directly  with  the  Chaptera. 

In  Alareh,  1!I11I,  soon  after  tlie  work  was  (iee{'ntralized,  the 
general  manager  issued  two  sets  of  instructions  to  be  dis- 
tributed by  the  Division  managers  to  tiic  Chapters.  These 
were  called  "The  D<?veh>pment  aud  Administration  of  Chapter 
Nursing  Activities*'  and  '*The  Organization  and  Administra- 
tion of  a  Public  Heailli  Nursing  Service'^  and  were  designated 
as  "A-700"  and  **A-701.'*  Many  extracts  from  these  Instruc- 
tions have  been  given  in  the  preceding  pages.  Two  pamphlets 
called  **Infnrmation  for  Communities  Ooneeming  the  Red 
Cross  Public  Health  Nursing  Service"  and  "Information  for 
Nurses  Concerning  the  Red  Cross  Public  Health  Nursiug 
Service"  were  issued  by  the  bureau,  as  was  also  a  popular  pam- 
phlet for  propaganda  purposes  eallc?d  '*Have  you  a  Community 
Nurse?" 

The  typical  methods  used  hy  the  Divisions  to  introduce  pub- 
lic health  nnraiug  to  the  Chapters  were  described  by  one  of 
the  Division  directors  of  Public  Health  Nursing  as  follows: 


Tlie  progress  of  tlie  work  in  the  chapterH  may  be  indicated 
throu^di  the  followin;?  nietliods  which  have  been  pursued.  The 
work  hml  its  first  introduction  through  the  medium  of  a  cir- 
ciihir  iflter  from  thu  Divisiion  Muna^tr  to  all  Chapters,  an- 
nouiifing  the  plan  and  sending  a  topy  of  A700  and  A701. 

The  next  ntcp  was  to  make  the  general  field  representatives 
thoroughly  familiar  with  the  plans  and  purposes  of  the  Bu- 
reau. In  their  general  development  f>f  Chnpter  activities  they 
included  the  giving  of  information  concerning  public  health 
nursing  as  a  pos-sihle  activity  of  the  (■hapter.  The  third  step 
was  to  acquaint  all  hospitals  and  trauiing  s(!hools  for  nurses 
with  the  plan  for  pmviding  Red  Cross  scholarships  which 
miule  training  in  public  lienlth  nursing  available.  This  infor- 
niati(Hi  was  &lsi>  caMit  to  all  iioral  I'uiumittees  ou  Hed  Cross 
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Xursirig  Service  and  to  all  Home  Service  secretaries.  In  addi- 
tion, the  Dcparliuent  of  Fuhlicity  ,yuve  full  iuforniatiou  re- 
garding the  Ked  Cross  plariP  for  puhlir  healtii  nurMnp  to  the 
publicity  chairn»en  of  the  different  CMiupters  and  alsti  to  pruhs 
oHiciaU.  The  Divisiuu  publication,  '4ied  Cross  Briefs,**  alw 
carried  regular  articles  on  the  subject  u»d  in  order  to  nuke 
this  information  available  to  nurscn  about  to  U*  k^'I^i'^^*^* 
every  hospital  in  the  accredited  dasH  wan  aii>ked  to  furnish  i 
list  of  the  senior  nurses  in  their  training  schools  and  thest* 
nurses  were  put  on  the  regular  mailing  list  for  ''Briefs,^  thn« 
giving  them  each  week  current  information  regardinir  thf 
progres**  of  the  work   of  the  hureau  mid   other  i    '  i  nn 

which  might  be  of  value  to  thet*e  prosj>ective  uur^  wa- 

ning their  work  after  graduation. 

Efforts  were  made  bv  the  Division  Dirootors  to  visit  in  por§on 
or  to  84»nd  a  nnrsc  assistant  to  visit  as  miuiy  of  the  Chaptt*« 
as  possible  both  to  introduce  the  work  and  tn  hidp  tho  Chapters 
which  were  interested  to  take  the  right  steps  toward  its  organi- 
zation.   Some  of  tln^m  eoninientcd  as  follows: 

Only  those  Chapters  were  visited  by  us  who  requeicted  nt  to 
do  80^  saying  they  were  iritereste*!  or  could  Inr  int^re^te^J. 

Ever}'  Chapter  and  most  of  the  larger  braiicbee  in  the  Ditt- 
sion  have  lieen  visited  by  the  Division  Director  of  Nunii^ 
and  the  health  program  presented. 

Tho  Division  Director  made  personal  visits?  t  -t, 

held  conferences,  spoke  to  groups  of  nurses.  (*hni  a- 

tives.  high  schord  pupils,  physicians,  boards  of  health,  and  tm 
various  uthcr  groups  of  people. 


Willie  this  was  going  on  in  tho  Divii^ions*  much  publicil 
was  being  given  tlie  public  health  nursing  program  by  tUv  l{ed 
Cross  in  iicwftpiip<.*rs,  |M)puIar  niuga/.irics,  nursing  jaumala,  tbe 
Red  Crass  Mafjazine  aud  from  the  platform.  ^ 

Tho  response  from  the  Chapters  to  the  suggestion  that  tbey    H 
might  engagi!  in  public  health  nursing  was  so  iimupdiate  thai 
the  Division  directors  were  soon  overwhclmcxi  by  its  viiluiiK. 

iVfl  an  imtucdiatc  w>rollarv,  it  was  reported,  they  hjid  to  %xA 
public  health  nurses  to  fill  tho  pnsitinns  whi<^h  immi*dtalHy 
began  to  spring  up.  or  to  interest  other  ntirM-«  in  M<GOrin|r  tkff 
necessary  preparation  to  fill  these  |N)8itions. 
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The  second  proposition  was  much  ImrdtT  than  the  first.  Hun- 
dreds of  Chapters  rec»eived  with  great  interest  and  zest  tho 
infomintion  that  under  certain  conditions  they  might  engage 
in  public  health  nursing  and  were  eager  to  get  under  way  at 
onc&  Their  demands  speedily  outran  the  supply,  and  the 
Division  directors  had  to  turn  from  stimulation  to  restraint. 

They  described  the  methods  used  to  reach  and  interest  nurses 
as  fol]ow*a: 

Interviews  and  correspondence  with  nurses  in  Divieion 
otfices;  addresses  to  nurses  at  State  and  local  organization 
meetings  and  to  pupils  in  training  schools;  eircularization  of 
nurses  and  superintendents  of  training  schools;  distribution 
of  the  buoklct  "Iiifurmation  for  Nurses"  and  Division  bulle- 
tins to  senior  classes  of  training  schools;  personal  talks  to 
nurses  who  were  to  take  state  registration  examinations:  in- 
flueiu'in*;  Chiipters  to  interest  senior  nurt^es  in  training  schools 
by  inviting  ihem  to  social  functions  at  which  public  health 
nursing  WHS  presented;  adviTtiscnrcnts  and  write-ups  in  news- 
papers, magazines  and  The  Public  Heallh  Nurse  and  the 
American  Joumal  of  NursingJ* 

They  aserilM'd  their  iuubility  to  keep  up  with  the  demand  to 
a  variety  of  causes,  the  most  common  being:  tlie  lack  of  properly 
qualified  public  health  nurses;  the  lack  of  convenient  post-grad- 
uate schools  and  their  overcrowded  condition;  the  inability  of 
many  nurses  to  take  post-graduate  training  l>ccause  of  insuffi- 
cient edueatiou  or  lack  of  funds;  the  ditficulty  in  getting  nurses 
to  undertake  rural  work,  and  the  scarcity  of  accredited  training 
schools  in  several  states. 

In  June,  1920,  the  national  director  of  Public  Health 
Nursing  reported: 

DuriiiK  the  year  nearly  POO  nurses  have  been  added  tn  nur 
field  staff  and  *^(>  per  cent  <if  the  chapters  have  l>een  enabled  to 
launch  a  public  health  nursing  service,  a  truly  remarkaljto 
ftchicvenient.  The  serurin*;  of  so  large  an  additional  per- 
sonnel in  so  short  a  time  was  due  principally  to  three  things: 

1.  The  return  of  thousands  of  nurses  from  overseas,  many 
of  them  with  a  new  interest  in  public  health  nursing.  While 
hundreds  of  tiiese  came  into  our  service,  hundreds  also  went 
into  pulilic  hcaUh  nursin^'^  under  other  auspices,  thus  greatly 
incr*'asing  the  lotal  number  i>f  workers  in  tins  field. 

•"Tlie  R«l  CroKH  I'uhlic  Health  Nursing  Service,  A  HUtory  and  Fore* 
caat/'  Red  Croat  Bulletin,  January  20,   1020. 
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2.  The  active  canijiaign  c-arrierl  on  by  the  Divisioas  in  all 
Durfiing  ctiutera,  such  ati  training  Hchuols  and  state  and  local 
nursing  associations,  and  the  broadciiet  advertising  given  rural 
nursing.  The  Hed  Cross  has  made  rural  nursing  popular 
among  nurses,  P'onuerl^  interest  was  largely  direotwl  tovranl 
city  work,  and  only  a  few  nurses  had  caught  the  vision  of  the 
great  opportunities  awaiting  them  outside  the  large  centers. 
To-day  rural  nursing  occupies  the  limelight,  and  nurses  hy 
the  hundreds  are  flocking  into  it.  They  have  liad  their  imagi- 
nation fired  by  the  infinite  possibilities  for  original,  effe<:i4\c 
and  very  human  service  in  the  smaller  towns  and  the  country. 

3.  During  the  past  year  ^i'lS  scholarships  and  (j*J  loans  liavr 
been  awarded  from  the  National  Fund  of  the  Hed  Croes  to 
graduate  nurses  to  enable  them  to  secure  public  health  uunsnjg 
training  at  one  of  the  aecrodited  schools  or  universities  guin^ 
a  publif  health  nursing  course.  The  Chapters  alsit  havr  shown 
great  interest  in  as.'^isting  nurses  to  betome  fully  prepar*MJ  for 
their  public  health  nursing  work,  and  have  given  approxi- 
mately '^i\4  scholarships  for  this  purjMjso.  The  Metropohtan 
Chapter  of  Boston  alone  has  furnished  <>0  echolarAhi|ie*  to 
graduate  nurses,  leaving  them  free  to  take  up  their  public 
health  work  in  whatever  part  of  the  country  they  desire.  ['Vhu 
was  also  true  for  other  Chapters.] 

Bolli  the  National  Hed  Croc«3  and  the  large  citj  Chapten 
have  been  most  generous  too  in  aiding  schools  and  universities 
giving  a  public  health  nursing  course  to  p^rfe<'t  either  their 
theoretical  or  practical  work.  Peabody  College  has  be^u  helge*! 
to  carry  on  its  course  through  a  large  sulisidy  from  the  BrA 
Cross  and  at  the  Cniversity  of  I»ui»ville,  Kentucky,  the  saUnr 
of  a  director  for  the  course  is  contributed  by  the  ReiJ  Cro#. 
...  A  practice  field  is  being  pnividt'd  for  th**  *-riur!4e  at  lli* 
TTniversify  of  California,  and  the  Richmond  ^  -'  Social 

Service  and  Simmons  College.  Bohton.  have  i  rd  with 

appropriations.  The  Minneapolis  Cliapler  is  financing  tli* 
practice  field  in  Hennepin  County  for  the  couhh'  iu  pubbr 
health  nursing  given  by  the  University  of  MinutfoU.  Tli^ 
St.  Louis  Chapter  is  contributing  not  only  tht*  fntirti  cotl  of 
tlie  prnctire  field  for  the  public  health  nursing  course  gi'ro 
by  the  ^fisHouri  SchcKil  of  Social  E'onomy,  but  the  ealanr  M 
the  director  of  the  course  and  three  siipervisoTB  a*  we?f-  Ybr 
Xew  York  (-ounty  Cliapter  has  mad*'  a  large  n-  ■« 

toward  the  preparation  of  public  h^-nlth  nurses  a' 
Street  Settlement,  Now  York  City." 

"The   l^nivpfBHy   of   Michipftn    nnd    Ihv   Pchool    for    ' 
PhilAiU'lptiia   wvre  given  fluunetal   luaistaBcii  Ulcr   bv    i  . 

Cru«s. 
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Because  of  tiie  treiiiondoug  demand  for  nurses  tniiiU'd  espe- 
cially for  puljlie  health  luirsirij;,  l)OLauso  of  thi-  [(opulnriziug 
of  rural  nursing  whitli  d('mainiy  Hpciinl  prt ptinition,  and 
brtiuifie  of  the  iiiiuh  ntfded  at^Histanre  reudored  hundreds  uf 
iiupsps  tliroutrh  Ued  Cross  srholnrshipi*,  there  has  been  a 
reniarkabh'  huoiu  in  all  the  schools  ^i^ii^^  courses  in  public 
health  nurh^injr.  Formal  training  in  public  heallJi  nursing 
through  delinite  educational  channolf;  has  heen  |;iven  trenien- 
duus  impetus,  and  nurses  generally  are  becoming  convinced  of 
the  nee<l  for  su(  h  training  before  undertaking  public  health 
nursing.  Attendance  at  the  various  schools  for  public  health 
nursing  increased  during  the  school  year  l!Ui)-'^(>  from  UH)  to 
1000  per  cent.  Three  new  courses  were  opened  and  there  are 
definite  prospects  of  three  more  being  opened  in  the  fall  of 
1920. 

At  the  conference  of  the  stafT  of  the  Depurtinwit  of  N^uraing 
at  National  lleadqiiartcrs  in  the  fal!  (if  11)11),  it  was  estimated 
that  the  Divisious  would  ueed  over  1000  public  health  nurscB 
in  the  next  year.  The  great  ([iiestion  was  how  to  secure  them. 
The  iinniber  of  nurses  returning  from  overseas  service  who 
had  had  training  in  public  health  nursing  and  whom  it  was 
hoped  to  recruit  for  chapter  service  was  far  too  few.  The 
scliolarship  fund  of  $10(KOOO.OO  was  a  great  help  toward  ob- 
taining a  trained  personnel,  but  meant  delay  while  the  uursea 
were  receiving  their  public  health  nursing  training.  In  the 
meantime  the  Chapters  were  clamoring  for  public  health  nurses. 

In  the  discussion  at  the  conference,  the  directors  spoke 
again  and  again  of  the  eagerness  of  the  Chapters  to  help  their 
communitica  through  establishing  a  public  health  nursing  ser- 
vice and  the  pity  of  losing  the  opportunity.  Various  methods 
of  adding  t«  the  supply  of  public  health  nurses  without  seri- 
ously lowering  the  standard  established  by  lln^  Red  Cross  were 
discussed:  the  sending  of  nurses  to  a  good  visiting  nurse  asso- 
eiation  for  a  few  months'  experience  and  then  placing  them  in 
n  Chapter  service  with  the  understanding  that  their  theoretical 
training  should  be  gi>ttcn  at  the  first  oppf^rtunity ;  or  the  placing 
of  carefully  selected  nurses  who  had  had  teaching  experience 
but  no  public  health  nursing  experience  in  pt^sitions  under  con- 
tinuous supervision  for  a  few  weeks  with  freijuent  follow  up 
visits  w*  that  they  might  leani  while  gaining  experience  in  the 
field  and  delay  the  taking  of  the  course  until  the  opportunity 
arose. 
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It  was  tho  growing  wiitinn'ut  of  the  conference,  however^ 
that  a  four  montlin*  public  health  nursing  course  was  little 
enough  training  to  retjuire  and  Miss  Gardner  ervstallized  this 
feeling  in  words  whioh  met  with  overwhelming  agreement: 

Before  we  put  in  inexperienced  nurses  why  couldn't  we 
fninkly  say  tlmt  we  hnvenH  the  goods  to  deliver?  This  is  not  a 
propOi-ition  that  we  can  go  at  by  leaps  and  bounds.  It  is  *lor 
monng.  We  are  going  to  lose  a  certain  amount  of  enthusiasm, 
but  we  can  afford  to.  We  should  e<iucate  the  Chapters  more 
and  Ptinudate  them  less.  Let  us  frankly  say  we  cannot  meet 
the  demands  with  trained  peuplo  ai!  at  once  and  must  wait 
until  we  can,  rather  than  resort  to  all  sorts  of  makeshifts. 

In  view  of  the  stand  taken  by  the  directors  that  the  Red 
Cross  should  not  attempt  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  Chapters  with 
unprepared  nnrsf's,  another  way  of  securing  a  few  experienced 
public  health  nurs<»8  was  brouglit  up  for  discussion.  It  w«» 
suggested  that  Visiting  Nurse  Assm^iaticms  should  1m*  Unikt^ 
upon  as  recruiting  and  training  centers  for  public  health  nuraea, 
giving  them,  through  nctual  experience  on  the  statf  utuier  suprr^ 
vision,  suHicicnt  preparation  for  independent  work  in  the  couH' 
try.  Ways  of  accomplishing  this  without  making  it  diihcnlt 
for  the  already  overburdened  Visiting  Nurse  Associntiona  ww» 
discussed.  The  conclusion  8e<micd  to  be  that  two  metbodt 
might  be  fnjhnved.  The  first,  suggested  by  Miss  (iardner,  WM 
to  send  nurses  from  a  given  loc'ality  to  a  Visiting  Nurse  iVsaoci»- 
tion  to  become  a  meml><»r  of  its  statT  for  a  sufticienc  period  U> 
gain  necessary  experience,  probably  not  less  than  eight  inoolki» 
and  then  to  return  to  the  community  from  which  she  came,  to 
take  nn  independent  position.  The  Visiting  NurcK*  AKj«>ciatifn 
would  probably  be  able  to  take  such  a  nurse  on  the  usuaI  aalanr 
basis.  The  second,  that  already  in  vogue,  was  for  the  Dirision 
directors  to  uuike  personal  or  written  nniucsts  to  speciiir  Visit- 
ing Nurse  A8S<x*iations  for  eandidati*s  to  till  sjx«eitie  vocukM* 
since  the  nur»<»s  with  the  V^isiting  Nurse  fVasociatious  were 
likely  to  be  interested  in  a  concrete  otTering  of  o  definite* 
tion  than  in  a  general  appeal  for  interest.  Diroctom  in  thrr- 
sions  far  reinovcMl  from  the  largttr  Visiting  Nurso  Aflsociatiooi 
might,  by  this  metliod.  interest  siune  (tf  the  nursr«  on  fildl 
staffs  to  come  to  their  Divisions  to  definite  positioniL 

The  Division  directors  ooncluded  by  unanimnuslj  reeooi* 
mending  the  crontinuancc  of  a  national  fund  for  «cbolarihtpi 
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and  loans  to  prepare  nurses  for  public  health  nursing  in  the 
regular  post-graduate  courstsa. 

Several  months  later  the  problem  of  meeting  the  needs  of 
the  CLttpters  for  public  liealth  mirses  having  continued  acute, 
the  subject  of  Hoiut^  temporary  measure  to  meet  iliv  need  was 
again  considered.  A  plan  whs  laid  bet'on*  the  Divisions  for 
the  employment  of  nurses  not  fully  qualified  because  of  a  hick 
of  sufficient  training  or  experience  in  public  hejilth  nuraiitg. 
It  was  proposed  that  tliese  nurses  should  Ik*  appointed  as  substi- 
tutes, be  given  two  months'  preliminary  preparation  on  the 
staff  <»f  a  reO(ignized  public  h(*ulth  niirsing  organization  under 
supervision  and  then  be  placed  in  Chapters  under  much  closer 
BUpi-Tvision  than  that  given  the  rcgidar  staff. 

It  was  further  propijsed  that  these  substitutes  should  carry 
on  a  process  of  self-education  through  prescribed  reading  and 
be  encouraged  to  complete  their  preparation  as  soon  as  possible 
through  taking  a  full  standard  course,  or  at  least  u  summer 
course  of  six  weeks. 

This  plan  was  decided  upon  with  much  reluctance  and  appre- 
liciisiou,  because  it  was  feared  that  nurses  with  Sfi  inadequate 
a  preparation  would  not  be  able  to  meet  the  many  responsi- 
bilities of  a  public  health  nurse^  since  those  with  far  better 
preparation  were  tiuding  that  their  knowledge  was  scarcely 
equal  to  their  tasks  and  that  they  had  to  draw  on  every  resource 
to  handle  the  problems  daily  confronting  them. 

It  was  a  pleasant  surprise  therefore  to  discover  that  the 
chapters  on  the  wliole  had  so  far  progressed  in  understanding 
tlic  range  and  importance  of  public  health  nursing  that  they 
were  not  willing  to  accept  this  opjM)rtuuity  to  launch  a  service 
without  further  delay,  but  preferred  to  ivait  for  a  fully  quali- 
fied public  health  nurse.  In  the  words  of  one  state  supervisor's 
report : 

Here  I  found  the  Committee  on  Nursing  Activities  comf>osed 
of  seven  men  and  two  women,  and  the  most  widc-uwake  com- 
mittee we  have.  They  were  well  organized,  seeking  informa- 
tion, studying  the  proposition  from  all  angles  and  willing  to 
wait  until  a  very  competent  nurse  can  be  located. 

Nurses  were  no  more  interested  in  this  sulwtitute  plan  than 
were  Chapters,  and  it  was  not  pffssible  to  find  many  willing  to 
undertake  it.  in  an  Annual  Kcport  the  national  director  of 
Public  Health  Nursing  stated; 
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The  plan  for  the  use  of  dubRtitutea  has  not  met  with  muih 
pnthusJHt^m  ho  far.  The  five  Divi^ioiiH  whith  are  able  to  fiU 
their  fjositions  have  no  neeJ  of  it.  In  many  tutate**  the  Stat« 
Btaiidard  has  now  been  elevated  and  a  return  to  u  more  ple- 
nipntury  form  of  training  would  not  be  acreptable  to  tlje 
state,  as  in  California,  for  instance.  A  very  practical  obstarln 
haH  been  that  the  Chnpters  tlieiiiselve^,  and  evwi  many  public 
oificials,  are  not  willing  to  Htart  their  niir*in>?  8or\it-e  with  a 
nurse  who  i»  not  sufficiently  trained  to  do  a  h\^  eonstrucli^e 
piece  of  work.  Tliey  demur  when  it  is  &u^^ei»ted  tliat  lliey 
accept  a  substitute  and  frequently  say  they  would  ratlier  wait 
until  a  fully  equipped  public  health  nurse  can  be  had,  Kvery 
division  reports  this  same  response.  Substitutes  are  not  goin^ 
to  be  p<jpular.  Furthermore,  the  nurses  themstdve*  lia^e 
passed  the  staj^e  of  makeshifts  and  are  ilaily  bec-onnnj;  mort 
in»presscd  with  the  need  for  further  preparation.  Few  nunwH 
of  the  right  sort  are  willinjj  to  accept  the  status  and  prepara- 
tion of  substitutes.  Nevertheless,  the  plan  will  be  trin!  in 
perhaps  a  half  dozen  states  where  the  need  is  pressing  and  tlw 
supply  small. ^* 

As  a  resnlt  the  plan  soon  fell  into  disuse  and  was  abandoned 
Not  more  than  thirty  substitute  nurses  were  employed. 

It  must  not  be  construed,  however,  that  all  the  Chaptrrs  wet* 
80  enlif^htoncd  that  they  recognized  the  value  of  employing 
a  fprnliticd  public  health  nurse.  Every  now  and  then  iho 
sion  dirivlors  f(mnd  that  some  Clniptcr  had  employed  a  loeJ 
nurse  with  no  training  or  experience  in  public  health  nurfiin^ 
without  wmsultation  with  the  Division.  In  the  eowrse  of  lime, 
however,  it  fre(piently  turned  out  that  the  Chapter  n 
ita  action  and  later  came  to  the  Division  seeking  a  nurse 
adequate  preparation.  It  ala*^*  happ^^ned  even  more  frequendt 
that  the  nurse  engaged  by  a  Chapter  without  any  public  bealtD 
nursing  experience  or  trait»ing  soon  discovcnxl  tJiut  ahe  irtJ 
beyond  her  depth  and  voluntarily  decided  to  seek  further  train- 
ing. This  tendency  was  mentioned  iu  several  uf  Iho  moutUy 
reporta : 

One  of  the  healthy  signs  of  growth  is  that  the  nurwi  who 
have  gone  on  duty  without  stiilinrnt  training  have  tn  e»«7 
instance  rec^gni/.ed  their  need  nnd  have  applied  for 
in  plaruniig  for  post-gruduate  courae«. 


In  the  liake  Division  no  Ics*  than  four  imrHr- 
prepared  and   pbtced   liv   Chapters  viihoui  due 
"Aiintml  KriMirl.  July   I.  lUlO  tu  June  SO.   ItfSO. 
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with  Division  hotidqiiarters  Lave  themselves  now  felt  the  iu- 
adequary  of  their  own  training  and  are  seeking  to  supplement 
it  by  a  counie  in  piibliu  healtlt  nursing. 

■  •  •  •  • 

On  tlio  whole,  the  e(Tcct  of  Red  Cross  piihlir  health  nursing 
has  been  to  elevate  tile  standard.  Some  of  the  State  depart- 
ment of  health  men  still  say  quite  openly  that  they  think  the 
Ked  Cross  is  demanding  too  high  a  standard,  but  many  of 
them  arceoniingto  fetd  that  we  have  been  wise  in  mairitaining 
a  high  standard  and  a  good  many  people  in  the  Chapters  are 
beginning  to  realize  the  necessity  of  demanding  nurses  with 
better  preparation. 

•  •  •  •  « 

There  is  much  more  definite  recognition  of  the  need  for 
Bpeeia]  training  for  public  health  nurses  among  ail  groups 
employing  sut'h  nurses.  Appreriution  of  the  necessity  of 
speiial  training  is  constantly  increasing  among  the  nurses 
themsejvus  with  the  sudden  prominence  given  to  public  healLli 
nursing. 

•  •  •  •  • 

We  feel  that  our  program  has  had  a  stimulating  effect  and 
aroused  the  interest  not  only  of  the  nurses  but  of  county 
boards  of  supervisors.  In  a  recent  conference  with  a  member 
of  a  hoard  of  siificrvisnrs  we  were  UM  that  the  l)oard  realized 
the  need  for  t|iialilled  women  and  was  especially  anxious  to 
have  the  supervision  of  the  Red  Cross.  Chapters  who  have 
put  on  unqualified  nurses  without  the  knowledge  of  the 
Division  office  have  almost  invariably  come  to  realize  that  the 
nurse  is  not  able  to  carry  the  program  and  have  asked  ns  to 
i  assist  them  to  secure  prcper  jtreparKtion  for  the  nurse.    Wlien 

such  nurses  have  resigned  and  the  Chapters  have  asked  for 
another  nurse  they  have  stated  they  would  prefer  to  wait 
indeHnitely  in  order  to  have  a  qualified  public  health  nurse. 

It  must  l>c  oonf eased  that  now  and  then  one  of  these  unqnali- 
fiod  nurses  did  surprisingly  well,  combining  valuable  experi- 
ence in  other  nursing  fields  with  personality  and  good  sense. 
One  State  director  reported  the  work  of  a  nurse  with  no  public 
health  nursing  training: 


Miss deserves  special  mention.    The  technique  of 

her  work  seems  ideal,  and  her  accomplishments  have  been 
marvt'hniy.  In  no  district  has  been  found  better  cooperation 
from  doctors  and  nursing  eommittees.     This  is  due  almost 
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entirely  to  the  personality  of  tlie  nurse.  Her  marked  suLvess 
and  the  failure  of  some  of  the  young  graduates  of  the  four 
months'  public  health  courses  gives  rise  to  the  question  as  to 
whether  an  older  nurse  with  experience  as  a  hospital  execu- 
tive, even  without  puhlie  health  training,  is  not  preferable. 
As  the  State  h  now  districted,  the  district  suiiervi^jr  iff  able  lo 
give  close  ftupervision  to  all  nurses,  and  certainly  in  this  one 
instance  the  experiment  has  been  successful.  In  almo&t  every 
instance  do  we  find  that  the  older  women  are  doing  better 
work  than  younger  nurses. 


With  the  rapid  growth  in  the  number  of  public  beHJtli  nur-inL' 
st'rvicos  tho  necessity  arose  for  securing  assistance  by  bmMui:: 
up  tt  field  staff,  each  department  in  the  Red  Cross  having  its  own 
specialists  in  the  field.  Before  decentralization  eight  Divi*ion 
Directors  of  Public  Health  Nursing  had  hwn  appointed  who 
in  turn  had  appointed  fifteen  assistants  and  field  8UfM«rvis«tr». 
As  even  this  expansion  was  inadequate  the  national  director 
in  the  summer  of  1910  sent  this  memorandum  to  the  genentl 
manager  recommending  that  the  staff  be  doubled: 

The  American  Ked  Crops  in  undertaking  the  T'' t'^ 

rural  public  healtli  nursing  throughout  tho  count r  .''D 

upon  iti>elf  the  responsibility  for  a  very  far-reachiiig  and  im- 
portant public  activity.  This  undertaking  will  in*  either  a 
widespread,  superficial,  comparatively  unpro^luetive  and  poor 
piece  of  work,  or  else  it  will  he  nn  intelligent,  thorough- 
going, pernmnently  productive  enterprise. 


I 
I 


With  almost  no  exceptions  the  Chapter  people  know  very 
little  about  public  health  administration  in  general  and  in 
particular  of   the  activities  carried   on   under  the   nanv  of 

public  health  nursing  or  conuuunity  nursing.  The  sugge*tioB 
that  they  f^hould  undertake  to  develop  public  health  aetintici 
within  their  jurisdiction  usually  is  a  new  idea  to  them. 


There  is  very  definite  and  immetliate  need  for  the  eula 
ment  of  the  Division  tstatfs.  hi  ri*}ipon!<e  to  our  »timiilAtJKA 
many  of  them  are  conceiving  original  plauj*  for  rarryini  •■ 
public  health  nursing,  which  very  frequently  are  not  VDond 
nor  well  a<iaptod  to  local  iioedp.  Inasmuch  as  they  havt  littlt 
knowledge  of  the  M'ope,  functions,  principles  and  nuiniigeiiitBl 
of  public  health  nurt^ing.  it  ia  quite  natural  that  Uirir  plaiti 
frequently  should  be  unwise  and  imperfect 
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The  overwhelming  demand  for  public  health  uuraes  has 
made  it  ntx-essary  for  us  to  appoint  to  independent  and  re- 
sponsible positions  many  nurses  who  aro  young  in  years,  lack- 
in^'-  both  in  general  experience  in  the  world  and  apeeial  experi- 
ente  in  juiblir  health  nursing.  We  are  requiring  only  a 
minimum  of  |ireparation. 

For  all  of  these  reasons  it  is  absolutely  essential  to  the 
success  of  our  work  that  tliere  should  be  very  close  contact 
between  the  Chapters  and  the  Divisions;  that  there  should  be 
personal  visitation  at  frequent  intervals;  and  that  guidance 
and  assistance  should  be  at  all  times  availal)le  to  the  Chapt^»ra 
witliout  undue  delay.  This  necessitates  uilequate  and  well- 
trained  ttalTs  at  Division  headquarters  permitting  constant 
field  supervision.  It  seems  essential  that  there  should  be  pro- 
vision on  the  stnira  of  the  Division  Rurcans  nf  Public  lioulth 
Nursing  for  at  least  one  public  health  nurse  for  each  state  to 
act  as  field  organizer  and  supervisor. 

By  full,  that  is  six  raonths  after  decentralization  was  com- 
pleted, the  Division  anJ  field  statf  numbered  42.  In  this  same 
time  the  niinibcr  of  local  nurses  had  grown  from  Oi>  on  March  1, 
1910,  to  316  October  1  of  the  same  year.  A  paragraph  in  the 
Annual  Report  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1921,  reads 
as  follows: 

Tn  addition  to  the  Division  Director  of  Nursing  local  Red 
Cross  nurses  are  receiving  help  and  Hupervision  from  fifty-five 
supervising  nurses,  which  is  an  average  of  twenty-four  local 
nurses  to  one  supervisor.  Of  tiiese  fifty-tive  supervising 
nurses,  thirty-seven  are  employed  wholly  by  the  Ued  Cross  and 
eighteen  are  shared  with  the  State  department  of  health  or 
the  J^tate  Tuberculosis  Association  or  both.  It  is  our  hope 
that  our  supervisory  stalT  can  be  increased  sufficiently  to  give 
more  assistance  to  the  young  nurses  who  arc  taking  up  their 
first  piece  of  executive  work.  All  of  us  need  help  and  advice 
and  inspirntion,  but  especially  when  we  are  starting  out  alone 
into  n  new  Held,  and  it  is  a  serious  obligation  on  the  part  of 
the  Hed  I'ross  to  give  full  measure  of  support  and  assistance  to 
these  young  pioneers  in  our  service. 


At  the  meeting  of  the  National  and  Division  staffs  of  the  De- 
partment iif  Xnrstng  at  Nationnl  Headquarters  in  the  fall  of 
lOlt),  referred  to  previously^  a  discussion  of  the  need  of  the 
chapter  nnr&e  for  assistance  brought  out  many  interesting 
points  of  view  and  suggestions.     Several  felt  that  the  nurses 
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needed  much  help  in  the  first  few  moutlis  of  tlioir  service  and 
should  be  visited  frequently.  Others  tliouglit  that  a  supvr 
vising  or  organizing  nurse  should  go  with  the  newly  appointed 
nurse  to  her  new  territory  and  assist  and  guide  her  iu  making 
her  eontacts.  Still  ollu^rs  felt  that  orgauixing  nurses  slumld 
gn  into  a  c-ounty,  bcfori'  the  coming  of  tlio  Chapter  nurse  to 
prepare  the  ground  for  her  reception  and  insure  the  right  work- 
ing relations  between  the  nurse,  the  committee  and  the  com- 
munity. 

The  concensus  of  opinion  in  regard  to  supervision  was  that 
it  should  he  primarily  for  the  purpose  of  (consultation  and 
encouragement;  frequency  and  length  of  visits  depended 
largely  upon  the  nurse;  the  nurse  should  if  possible  be  given  a 
chance  to  spend  a  few  days  at  the  Division  ot!i<r  U^fon*  taking 
up  her  work  with  the  Chapter  in  order  that  she  might  Icam 
something  of  her  Chapter  and  of  general  Red  Cross  organization 
and  procedures.  It  was  felt  that  if  u  nurse  was  well  prepared 
for  her  work  she  should  be  given  the  chance  to  make  her  own 
contacts  and  to  develop  her  own  initiative. 

It  was  also  suggested  that  the  nurses  would  leam  nmdi 
from  i?ach  other  and  from  the  Division  staff  if  they  could  oouw 
together  occasionally  in  state  meetings  or  in  smaller  mooting* 
of  those  in  a  group  of  counties.  This  plan  was  followed  with 
good  results  in  a  number  of  Divisions.  Meetinga  were  arraogHi 
of  Chapter  nurses  from  perhaps  eigiit  or  ten  adjacent  oocntits 
at  the  most  central  jwint.  Often  the  nurses  dnive  to  these  meet* 
ings  on  a  Saturday.  They  were  usually  the  guests  of  the  (-lup- 
ter  of  the  county  in  which  they  were  entertnincd.  The  Divijsino 
dire<*tor  or  a  field  supervisor  usually  met  with  tlieni  and  uany 
practical  problems  were  discussed.  Another  way  of  companB|r 
expericiHTS  and  passing  on  ideas,  of  f<trwanling  helpful  fl^f* 
gi*Hlious  and  of  keeping  the  nurses  in  touch  with  what  wt* 
going  on  in  the  Red  Cross  was  through  the  iAsuingof  periiMiictl 
IJivision  bulletins  to  the  nursefi.  The  bulletins  wen*  informslt 
newsy,  |KT»uial  diK-umcnls.  not  pretending  to  U*  diinutied  lit- 
erary achievements  but  partaking  more  of  the  ehamder  *tf  i 
family  letter.  This  method  prov<*d  so  popular,  stimulatiojC 
and  helpful  that  it  iKvame  the  regtilur  prnctieo  in  nearly  all  oif 
the  Divisions. 

A  large  volimie  of  correspondence  passed  between  the  nums 
or  jnembi'rs  of  their  eommittif  and  the  Division  oflU'e,  Thraa||b 
the   receipt   of  the  nurses*   monthly  statistical    atKl   nsrrati^ 
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reports  the  Division  directors  were  able  to  keep  in  pretty  close 
touch  with  the  work  of  the  nurses  and  with  their  problems  aud 
to  offer  nihiiy  suggestions. 

In  many  Chapters  where  a  public  health  nurse  was  employed 
there  was  already  a  Home  Service  secretary  in  charge  of  the 
social  work  of  the  Chapter.  It  happened  occasionally  that  a 
diflicuity  arose  in  determining  what  should  be  the  division  of 
work  between  tlieae  two.  As  a  guide  to  a  solution  of  this  ditli- 
culty,  Miss  Margaret  Byingtou  of  the  National  Department  of 
Civilian  Relief  and  latiT  director  of  Field  Service  prepared  in 
eollaboratioii  with  ^liss  Fox  a  statement  which  defined  the  re- 
spective functions  of  Ijoth  nurse  and  social  worker  so  that  there 
should  be  no  duplication  but  rather  a  dovetailing  of  each  ot,her*s 
activities  to  insure  a  uniiied  piece  of  family  health  and  social 
work.  ALatters  of  health  were  thus  the  responsibility  of  the 
nurse,  and  social  and  economic  problems  that  of  the  social 
worker,  both  being  alike  responsible  to  the  Chapter  Executive 
Committee  and  neither  untlertaking  to  direct  the  work  of  the 
other. 

A  better  understanding  also  grew  out  of  State  and  Division 
conferences  attended  by  Home  8er\'ice  secretaries  and  public 
health  nurses.    A  report  of  one  such  conference  stated  : 

Tennessee  was  well  represented  at  the  conferonce  held  the 
laet  week  in  August  at  Division  headquarters  for  Home  Service 
secretaries  and  nurses.  This  eonfereiiee  was  partieukrly  nec- 
essary and  proved  to  be  most  valuable  in  making  it  clear 
to  secretary  nml  nurse  just  what  their  respective  duties  were 
and  how  they  were  related  very  closely  to  each  other.  It  also 
gave  a  vision  of  what  cordial  team  work  could  accomplish,  as 
the  reports  from  conmiunities  where  Home  Herviee  secretary 
and  nurse  were  working  together  were  a  real  inspiration.  I 
am  quite  sure  tfiat  each  Home  Service  secretary  and  nurse 
who  wBfj  wurking  alone  went  away  with  a  desire  to  so  organize 
their  community  that  a  co-worker  would  be  employed. 

The  tendency  on  the  part  of  the  Chapters  to  use  the  Home 
Service  secretary  as  executive  secretary  led  occasionally  to  dis- 
cord which  required  a  visit  from  the  supervising  nurse  or  field 
representative  to  adjust.  Since  experience  had  proven  the 
wisdom  of  keeping  the  line  of  responsibility  from  the  nurse  to 
Nursing  Aetivitieg  Committee  and  from  the  Nursing  Activities 
Committee  to  the   Kxccutivc  Committee  it  was  not  necessary 
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for  the  executive  secretary  to  assume  any  responsibility  for  th« 
nursing  service  other  than  that  of  helping  to  coordinate 
undertakings  with  other  activities  of  the  Chapter. 

The  instruction  that  puhlic  health  nursi's  should  not  c 
in  relief  giving  was  found  to  hv.  too  rigid  to  be  followed  at  all 
times  in  Cliaptcrs  having  no  Hoi.ie  Service  worker  and  com- 
munities having  no  social  worker.  In  such  localitiea,  in  order 
to  accomplish  her  primary  purpose  of  alleviating  and  pre- 
venting disease,  the  nurse  was  confronted  in  many  homes  with 
the  necessity  of  first  removing  the  social  or  economic  difficulty 
which  was  causing  the  ill  health.  The  safest  and  w^isest  pro* 
ccdurc  seemed  to  be  for  the  nurse  to  report  her  problem  to  her 
Executive  Committee  and  to  place  the  responsibility  for  action 
with  it.  In  such  situations  as  these  the  I.)i vision  was  prepared 
to  give  attention  to  each  individual  family  problem  and  to 
advise  the  Chapter  Executive  Committee. 

A  matter  of  important  concern  to  the  Red  CroM  was  itA 
initiation  itilo  State  departments  of  health  and  other  State 
agencifa,  siich  as  the  State  TulKirculosis  Association,  from  a 
standpoint  of  coiiperation  and  the  maintaining  and  upliolding  of 
the  authority  of  the  State  department  and  the  good  work  of  ill 
while  developing  public  health  nursing  in  the  Chapters  as  a 
part  of  the  Chapter  organization  and  program.  The  Knd  (^ro* 
believed  that  the  State  departments  of  health  should  have  tho 
moral  if  not  the  legal  authority  and  n'Sponsihility  for  outIini»< 
a  State-wide,  general  program  for  the  dewlopnient  cf 
health  nursing  thn»ughout  the  State,  and  for  cstubliislii'  ^ 
maintaining  at  least  a  minimum  standard  of  peraonnH  and 
aervice.  It  Wieved  that  the  pnigrams  of  public  and  private 
Itwal  organizations  should  lit  in  as  far  as  jxissible  to  the  gi^neral 
program  for  the  State  us  a  whole  and  should  U'  under  the  gn* 
era!  ftverMight  of  the  Slate  in  regard  to  stiindards  of  peramUKl 
and  practice.  The  Red  C^ross  also  believed  that  the  State  would 
hav*'  11(1  reason  tior  desire  to  interfere  with  the  inti  r  *  lai- 
Kntion  and  administration  of  local  private  agencies  .  .  rx'b- 

tion  to  their  d^ntral  Inxdics,  as  long  as  the  State  ataodard  vac 
maintained  as  a  minimum  and  as  long  as  the  activities  of  tkt 
private  agriicies  did  not  conflict  with  the  general  plan  onHati 
by  the  State. 

There  was  at  first  in  several  statea  an  attitude  on  tbe  pait 
of  some  of  the  State  dt*partraents  of  health  of  doubt  and  ewa 
disapproval  of  thr  Red  Cross  purpose  in  expanding  poUif 


I 
1 


I 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  NURSING  AFTER  THE  WAR  1319 

health  uursing  through  its  Chapters.  This  was  due  largely  to 
the  fact  that  it  was  a  slow  and  difficult  task  to  hring  about 
working  agreements,  owing  to  the  rapidity  with  which  the  work 
expanded,  the  diversity  of  ennditions  in  eaeh  State,  and  the 
differences  in  program  and  development  of  the  various  State 
departments  of  health.  Thus  in  order  that  there  might  be  some 
generally  accepted  principles  of  cotlpcration,  representatives 
of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Conference  of  State  and 
Provincial  Health  Authorities,  the  National  Tuberculosis  As- 
'  Bociation  and  the  American  Red  Cross  carried  on  a  series  of 
consultatioiifl.  These  resulted  in  December,  1910,  in  a  mutually 
accepted  statement  of  principles  as  follows: 

I.  In  undertaking  to  develop  public  health  nursing  the 
Red  Cross  does  not  seek  to  supplant  or  compete  with  State 
and  local  department?  of  health  or  f>ther  organizations, — 
national,  state  or  local,  public  or  private,  engaged  in  the 
same  work.  It  seeks  rather  to  supplement  their  activities 
by  assisting  lejritimate  public  health  nursing  agencies 
and  b}'  establinhiiig  it^^elf  or  working  with  other  agencies 
to  establish  tuniniunity  uursing  services.  It  plans  to 
interest  its  Chapters  throughout  the  country  in  public 
health  nursing  with  this  purpose  and  policy  in  view. 

II.  The  I?ed  Cross  believes  that  in  time  public  health  nurs- 
ing Rhoiild  and  will  bpconie  a  public  nervice  conducted  hy 
the  State,  county  or  municipality,  tlirough  their  otVicial 
health  agencies.  Red  Cross  Division  ofticers  will  seek 
conBiiltation  with  the  State  health  authorities  in  each 
state  where  this  has  not  already  been  done,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  learning  what  plan;*  tlie  State  Department  of 
Health  may  have  for  developing  pulilic  health  nursing, 
and  of  determining  in  what  way  the  Red  Cross  may  co- 
operate and  make  Red  Cross  plans  for  the  development  of 
this  work  by  it^  Chapters  tliroaghout  tlie  state  conform 
to  the  plans  of  the  State  department  of  health.  In  this 
undertaking  the  Red  Cross  will  have  as  its  object  the 
ultimate  assumption  by  the  State,  eouuties  and  munic- 
ipalities of  public  liealtli  servicefi  initiated  by  its  Chapters. 

III.  Following  this  principle  the  Red  f'ross  will  encourage 
the  creation  of  a  Bureau,  Division  or  Sub-Division  of 
Public  Health  Nursing  within  the  State  department  of 
health,  which  should  assume  such  supervision  of  public 
health  uursing  as  may  be  assigned  to  it  by  the  chief 
health  executive  officer  of  the  State. 
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rV.        (a)  Looking  towards  the  establishment  of  a  barefta, 
division  or  sub-division,  a  State  supervising  nurse  migi 
be  appointed  to  serve  the  State  department  of  healt 
who  would  study  the  public  health  uursing  needs  of  t 
State,  would  work  out  a  plan  toix>verthem,asHumesu|:H' 
vision  of  local  services,  a**  indicated  in  paragraph  III. an- 
correlate  so  far  aa  possible  the  nursing  activities  of  otI» 
agencies  within  the  state  such  as  the  Red  Cross  and 
State  Tuberculoeis  Association, 
(b)   In  states  wliere  these  two  agencies  are  working 
tensively  it  is  suggested  that  the  State  supervising  na 
should  have  assistant  supervising  nurses,  one  in  chargv 
of  the  nursing  activities  of  the  He<i  Cross  and  od»  in 
charge   of   these   activities   for   the    f^tate   Tutfercukm 
Association.     These  two  agencies  would  provide  the  «l- 
ariea   for   the   assistants   in   charge   of   their   re^pccti^ 
activities.     The  assistanta  would  be  responsible  both  to 
their  respective   agencies  and  to  the  State  supervising 
nurse  and  would  submit  their  plans  to  her  for  adjuatmeat 
and  emlorscinent. 

V.  In  each  State  a  Committee  on  Coordination  of  rublic 
Health  Nursing  Services  might  be  create<l  rt'presenUuf 
the  State  Department  of  Health,  the  Red  Cross,  the  Sute 
Tuberculosis  Association  and  other  appropriate  agencies 
to  advise  with  the  State  Department  of  Health  at  fre- 
quent intervals  concerning  the  best  alignment  and  ro- 
operatiou  of  the  various  nursing  activities. 

VT.  Where  State  supervising  nurses^  aasistant  superrissol 
nurses  and  other  public  health  nurses  attached  to  the 
State  health  organization  and  supporteil  by  funds  con* 
tributed  jointly  by  the  State  health  organiKatioo  and 
other  agencies  or  are  contributed  wholly  by  '"Hch  agecuifi, 
ap]>ointmont  should  be  made  by  the  State  health  cxwh 
tive  with  the  approval  of  the  participating  nmn.  i*-^  ^ntk 
appointment  should  not  tte  in  conflict  witli  1«vi 

of  the  state.  Public  health  numes  supporti'i  hukiIv  hf 
funds  rontributed  by  the  American  Red  Cn»ut  or  utbtf 
extra-govenunental  agencies  shotild  be  frw  frtim  CiTil 
Service  restrictions. 

VII.         Where  the  Stjite  Department  of  Health  is  unable  In  pf*- 
vide  the  salary  for  a  sUte  nurse  and  whvrtf  »ome  tnu 
satisfactor>'  plan  of  cooperation   (aucfa  m  that  o 
atiove)  ha.H  lieen  agri*ed  u[Min  by  the  Htata 
Health,  the  Red  Cross  and  State  Tabcrtiolaii* 
tion,  the  salary  tnight  l>e  paid  in  fuirt  or  in  whole  bytfij 
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VIII 


IX. 


or  all  of  these  and  other  agencies.  This  should  be  a  tem- 
porarv  measure,  tlie  State  to  assume  the  palary  as  soon  as 
possible  and  thf;  nurse  regardless  of  the  source  of  her 
salary  should  lit*  state  supcrviHiug  nurse  for  the  State 
Department  of  Health, 

Where  the  Red  Cross  pays  in  whole  or  in  part  for  any 
nursinjj  service.  Red  Cross  standards  of  appointment  of 
nurse  and  service  should  be  observed. 

Public  health  nursing  as  carried  on  by  the  Red  Cross 
may  cover  any  of  the  foUuwing  activities: 
Prenatal  or  infant  welfare  work. 
Maternity  service. 
School  nursing. 
Control  of  com  muni  cable  dieeasee,  including  tubercu 

losis  and  venereal  diseases. 
Industrial  nursing, 
Mental  Hygiene  nursing, 
Care  of  the  sick  on  the  visit  basis. 

Which  one  or  ones  of  these  branches  is  to  be  undertaken  by 
the  Red  Cross  Chapter  in  any  given  community  would  be 
determined  liy  the  need,  by  the  jdoquacy  of  any  existing 
services,  by  the  practical  factors  of  territory  to  be  covered  and 
popnlatinn  to  bo  served  and  by  the  plan  ndopted  by  tl»e  Red 
Cross  after  consuHation  with  the  State  Department  of  Health 
for  the  development  of  public  health  nursing  by  the  Red  Cross 
in  that  state. 


While  this  statement  was  in  process  of  preparation  there 
ose  a  need  for  a  supplementary  statement  to  cover  the  prin- 
ciples to  Ih."  followed  in  states  where  there  was  no  State  bureau 
of  public  health  nursing  and  no  State  nurse,  but  where  both 
the  Red  Cross  and  the  State  Tnl>ercnlosis  Association  wcro 
engaged  in  promoting  public  health  n^irsing.  The  gist  of  the 
plan  which  was  suggested  to  meflt  this  situation  was  contained 
in  the  first  two  paragraphs  of  a  supplementary  statement 
drawn  up  by  the  Red  Cross  and  National  Tuberculosis 
Association : 

I.  It  is  highly  desirable  that  a  public  health  nurse  should 
be  appointed  by  the  State  health  ottioer  upon  joint  rec^jni- 
mendation  of  the  Red  Cross  and  the  Stnte  Tidjerculosis 
Association  to  have  charge  of  public  health  nurf*ing  within 
the  state.  Her  expenses  might  be  shared  by  the  State  De- 
partment of  Health,  the  Red  Cross  and  the  Tviberculonis 
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Association,  or  by  tlie  latter  iwc 
State  Department  of  Health  i»  a 
of  her  Baiory. 

II.       This  State  Director  of  Public 

made  the  official  representative  o 
Public  Health  Nuraiiig  of  the  Re 
Tuberculosis  Association,  and  e! 
rcsponsihility  for  the  rlevelopmei 
nursing  activities  in  ct>nformity  i 
tion.  nielhods  of  proce<lure  a 
Through  tiie  State  health  officer 
to  the  State  Tuberculosis  Associ 
work  and  shall  be  responsible  to 
Puljlic  Health  Nursing  for  nursi] 
Ked  Cross  Chapters  jmrticipate. 


The  principles  set  forth  in  these  tv 
lowed  in  the  working  plans  that  wore  su 
in  a  number  of  statcR.  The  efforts  ma 
ative  plans  in  the  various  states  were 


I 


The  formulation  of  working 
however,  on  the  basis  of  tliese  princj 
difficult  task.  Xo  two  Siatc  agreenn 
In  22  states  a  definite  writtiMi  agreei 
the  State  Department  of  Health.  ] 
will  soon  be  in  written  form.  In  fi 
understanding  but  no  formal  agreen 
plan  of  cooperation  has  not  yet  been 
which  we  have  been  unable  to  reach  i 
these  few,  however,  we  are  slowly  ovi 
approaching  the  day  when  pcacel 
possible. 

The  majority  of  these  efforts  nt 
out  very  well.     There  are  at  preson' 
State  wholly  tinancTCs  itx  State  progri 
ing.     In  these  states  the  Ued  Croa 
things: 

1.  It  has  made  the  State  nurse,  ) 
State  Department  of  Heallb,  the  ofR 
Red  Cross  Department  of  Nursing  hb 

2.  It  has  supplied  an  assistant  S 
Re<l  Cross  nursing. 

3.  It  has  mjiintained  ita  oi 
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close  consultation  and  cooperation  with  the  State  Department 
of  Health,  tliougli  iiulepeiHlont  of  it. 

In  7  more  states  the  State  pays  the  larger  part  of  the  State 
nursing  budget,  the  Red  Cross  contributing  the  remainder 
under  a  coriprrntive  arraiigemput  similar  to  one  or  the  other 
of  the  first  two  plans  given  nhove.  In  7  stjites  in  wliii-h  there 
has  been  no  State  nursing  service,  the  Red  ('roes  is  dev('U)ping 
such  a  service  unTler  the  auspiccB  of  the  State  health  oflicer  but 
at  Hed  CroHS  expense.  In  7  states  the  State  nursing  budget 
is  financed  jnintiy  by  the  State,  the  Tuberculosis  Association 
and  the  Red  (^ross.  In  the  remaining  states  the  Red  Cross  is 
working  independently  in  anticipation  of  joining  hands  with 
the  State  within  the  next  few  months. 

Our  efforts  have  been  dlreetcd  primarily  toward  finding  a 
method  of  cooperation  with  the  State  departments  of  health, 
and  spcotidarily,  wlu^rever  posnibk'j  of  in(duiHng  roriperation 
with  tlie  State  Tuberculosis  Association  at  the  same  time.  In 
15  states  this  joint  agreement  has  Leeu  eflferted.  In  several 
states  we  are  working  amieahly  by  the  side  of  the  State 
Tulierculosis  Association,  although  there  is  no  formal  agree- 
ment. In  some  states  its  program  does  not  include  the  organi- 
zation of  local  puhlie  healtli  nursing  service.  At  present  the 
Red  Cross  is  responsible  for  the  salaries  of  approximately  50 
State  au{l  assistant  State  superviKing  nurses. 

The  activity  of  the  Red  Cross  in  organizing  town  and  county 
publie  health  nursing  services,  Jn  drvelopiiig  suj)ervisiDn  on  a 
State  basis,  and  in  providing  or  contriluiting  toward  the  pro- 
vision of  the  personnel  for  State  bureaus  of  puhlie  health 
nursing  has  done  much  toward  advaiu'ing  State  jiuhlie  health 
nursing  programs.  State  bureaus  wholly  or  partially  main- 
tained by  State  funds  have  been  created  in  more  than  a  dozen 
states  during  the  past  year.  legislation  will  l)e  puslied  in  a 
number  of  states  to  [imvide  public  funds  for  State  bureaus  of 
nursing  now  financed  by  private  contribution,  or  to  increase 
the  State  budget  already  provided  for  this  purpose.  The 
character  and  standards  of  State  work  have  also  been  notice- 
ably improved  and  elevated.  The  superior  quality  and  better 
results  of  work  done  according  to  high  standjirds  has  beeii  so 
convincing  that  mnnv  puhlic  officials,  who  at  first  thought  our 
standards  were  too  high,  are  now  saying  publicly  that  a  inirse 
without  special  training  or  experience  in  public  health  nursing 
rarely  accomplishes  any  constructive  work.** 

In  the  course  of  time,  as  the  Chapters  continued  to  undertake 
blic  health  nursing  services  and  as  these  services  became 
'Annual  Report,  July   1.  ini«.  to  June-  30,  1020. 
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more  clnsely  integrated  with  the  other  activities  of  the  Chapter^ 
the  neod  became  clearer  for  maiutnitiing  a  close  iv>nne<.'tio 
between  Chapter  public  health  nursing  and  the  whole  Red  C 
organization  as  directed  and  supervise*!  from  the  Division.  Il 
did  not  seem  appropriate  or  desirahie  to  require  the  State  oi 
assistant  Stale  supervising  nurse  of  the  State  Department  o 
Health  to  give  as  much  of  her  time,  energy  and  thought  to  Rvd 
Cross  iuatlera  as  was  mn'essary  to  maintain  the  ueeessarv  lo* 
ternal  relationship  between  tlie  Cliapter  public  health  nursinf 
services  ami  other  Chapter  wYtrk,  and  to  take  part  in  the  gi'neral 
administrative  obligations  of  the  Red  Cmss  under  the  dirertioa 
of  the  Division  Staff  Council  (the  need  for  which  will  h& 
explained  later  in  this  chapter! . 

In  onler  to  accomplish  these  Red  Cross  objects  and  at  tb 
same  time  to  adh<'re  to  the  principles  agreed  upon  with  th« 
Executive  Committee  of  the  Conference  of  State  Health 
Authorities,  it  was  necessary  merely  for  the  Division  to  arrftQge 
to  assign  a  member  of  the  Division  nursing  statf  to  act  as  an 
assistant  supervising  nurse  in  states  in  which  the  State  IV» 
partment  of  Healtli  had  a  State  nurae,  with  the  uudoriitandiiif 
that  this  nurae  in  her  ciipucity  as  assistant  would  have  c«impliie 
charge  in  all  matters  of  internal  orgfinization  of  the  H<*d  CmM 
])ubli(*  health  nursing  services  in  the  state  under  the  gtiidanoe 
of  the  Division. 

To  the  end  that  this  procedure  might  have  the  understandinic 
and  approval  of  the  State  health  authorities  the  Extvutivp 
Conmiittee  of  the  Conference  of  State  Health  Authoriti*^  ffU 
invitc<l  to  meet  with  the  Re<l  Crt>«s  national  oiHciahi  and  Di^* 
sion  managers  at  Washington  on  April  ^0,  1V421.  The  report 
of  this  meeting  was  as  follows: 

Tn  res|)on9e  to  the  request  of  BIr.  Persons  (rice  chAinoaii)* 
Miss  Fox  put  before  tlu'  meeting  the  prubleniH  u  i"  '  ik* 
to  the  piibli*.'  JK-alth  nursing  scrvj**!*.*  now  U'iiiir  ^^ 

the  ChaptiTs  of  the  American  Hed  Cross  in  a*-  "*^ 

Bgreenients  niiule  by  the  HoJ  Criww  wilii  the  ~^'^ 

health  authorities. 

Theae  problems  are: 

1.    TIip  intense  <lcniand  for  publir  ]i.  -us  biS  tes' 

the  plac«.»nu'nt  in  Chaptors  of  nurhc-' wii''  vpcrtnmltf^ 

inftde<pintp|y  trRinr*!  in  community*  organization,  in  the  BSf  * 
volunteer  assistants  and  in  the  utimnlation  of  gcmend  ClMffe' 
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development.  It  is  not  ho  much  n  question  of  adding  work  to 
the  well  reeognizerl  form*;  of  piihh'c  henUd  niirsinp  as  it  is  the 
adaptation  nml  i-orrehUion  of  the  nurses*  stirvice  to  other  as- 
pects of  the  Chapter's  program  in  the  local  community.  Chap- 
ters Htui  it  inipossililp  In  have  their  mirHing  service  divorced 
froiTi  their  Junior  Hed  Cniss  work,  their  Home  Service  and 
several  of  the  other  recognized  Hcd  Cross  activities. 

2.  lender  the  present  form  of  a^^reement  with  the  health 
avitliorities  in  several  states,  in  accordance  with  which  the 
nnrjic  who  supervises  the  Red  Cross  nurses  is  the  State  super- 
vising^ nurse,  it  has  been  found  that  she  cannot  give  sufficient 
time  and  attention  to  the  peculiar  phases  of  Hed  Cross  public 
health  nursing  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  nurses  employed  hy 
Chaptern,  to  detect  weaknesses  in  Chapter  machinery,  to  de- 
velop other  kinds  of  Chapter  service  and  to  organize  com- 
munity interest. 

Miss  P^ox  pointed  out  how  the  newer  forms  of  a^eement 
and  understanding  whiuh  have  been  worked  out  in  the  State  of 
Michigan,  wfyere  there  arc  more  than  fi5  Hed  Cross  nurses,  are 
provin^^  satisfactory  and  effective  in  solvinf;  the  problems  of 
the  Hcd  Crosit.    Dr.  Olin  (Commissioner  of  Health  for  Michi- 

fiiu)  and  Miss  Ahrens  (Director  of  Nursing  in  the  Central 
division)  explained  in  detail  the  present  arrangements. 

lloth  the  State  supervising;  nurse  and  the  Red  Cross  super- 
vising nurse  were  appointeil  upon  the  joint  approval  of  the 
State  health  commissioner  and  of  the  Division  otfice  of  the 
Red  Cross. 

Each  time  before  the  Red  Cross  supervisor  goes  into  the 
field  she  consults  with  the  State  supervisor  of  nursing  about 
the  local  situation  of  each  place  which  hIic  plans  to  visit.  In 
tills  way  the  local  Hed  Cross  nurse  receives  a  direct  message 
as  to  State  plans  and  is  kcjit  closely  in  tom  h  with  the  State 
bureau  of  nursing.  The  State  report  forni:^  arc  used  by  the 
Red  Cross  nurses  and  duplicate  reports  are  tiled  witli  the  State 
bureaus.  The  Hcd  Cross  nurses  write  directly  to  the  State 
Department  of  Health  on  all  otiicial  health  matters.  They 
write  to  the  Division  oHite  on  tc<hiiii  al  nursing  questions  and 
on  mattera  relating  to  Chapter  business. 

It  was  the  general  opinion,  expressed  by  Dr.  Crumbine 
(State  health  otlhrr  tif  Kansas)  and  other  State  health  ofli- 
cers,  that  the  pid^Iir  heahh  program  of  the  American  Hed 
Cross  has  been  well  arlimlated  with  the  State  nursing  pro- 
grams and  tliat,  with  the  exception  of  an  occasional  mis- 
understanding due  to  th<-'  blunder  of  some  individual,  there 
was  less  troulde  in  rorrchiting  tho.se  activities  than  there  was 
iu  keeping  alive  the  interest  of  the  community  and  in  ])ro- 
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moting  the  idea  of  rural  public  health  nursiog.  Dr.  Crumbing 
was  convinced  that  the  necessity  for  keeping  Red  Cross  Chap- 
ter activities  entirely  under  the  Red  Cross,  if  Chapter  interest 
ie  to  be  maintained,  had  been  taken  too  li>rhtly.  It  wa>*  alw 
generfllly  n^ced  !liat  it  iw  to  the  interejst  of  the  Stat#  to  have 
Red  CroH8  C'liapters  attain  permaneucy,  Htabditv  and  cun- 
tinuity.  These,  better  than  the  otiicial  a^ucie^*,  cau  ^Mncate 
communities  to  want  putjlic*  hefllth  nurHing  and  to  appreciate 
standards  in  nursing.  Eventually  all  the  Red  Cnnis  uur$«< 
shoulil  be  tiiken  over  by  public  local  health  authorities,  but  it 
in  anticipated  that  it  will  require  a  long  time  to  bring  thift 
about  in  some  communities.  The  Red  Cross  niutft,  therefore, 
purt»ue  a  p<.)licy  thai  will  both  raise  its  nursing  standard*  and 
insure  Chapter  understanding  and  Mip]X)rt. 

In  reply  to  a  question  from  Dr.  Williams  (Stale  health 
officer  of  Virginia)  Mr.  Persons  a«sured  the  health  othcens 
that  new  forms  of  cooperation  in  tlie  various  states  would  be 
effected  only  as  both  the  Red  CrosB  and  the  Stale  heahh 
authorities  had  reached  a  full  and  complete  agrwmcut.  T))« 
Bed  Cross  is  not  approaching  this  situation  with  pret^oneeivwd 
ideas  to  be  rigidly  applied  in  all  situations.  .  .  . 

There  was  general  agreement  that  better  mutual  un'iiT- 
standing  would  be  achieved  if  the  Division  mnnagera  ami  the 
State  health  officers  met  more  frequently  in  friendly,  informal 
visits,  when  things  are  running  smoothly,  and  not,  tut  no%\ 
when,  usually,  contacts  arc  limited  to  the  occasionR  on  whidi 
there  is  some  question  at  iesue. 


Because  of  the  partial  identity  of  goals  and  problema, 
though  there  was  distinct  divergence  of  method  and  approtiC^ 
the  need  aroBC  for  an  underntanding  b*'tweeu  the  RihI  Croil 
Public  Health  Nursing,  the  National  Tulxrculosis  Aw^iciation 
and  the  National  Organization  for  Public  Health  Nursing. 
The  suex^Hsful  accomplishment  of  this  understanding  was  xv* 
portetl  as  follows: 

I^st  Deceml)er  the  Xatiiuinl  Orgauieation  for  l*dh!it 
Ilealtb  Nursing,  the  Xational  Tul>erculosi«  Am*"  '"»"">  •■! 
the  Red  Cross  came  together  to  dis<*uftit  their  re*]>.  -la^ 

programs  for  the  purpose  of  det-iding  u|Kin  a  di\i»-iiHi  i-i  i»iior. 
metho<ls  of  cobperHtion  and  channels  of  consultation.  S»  » 
result,  tlie  functiona  of  each   in   the   (iehl  of   i  <i»tT 

defineil,  measures  for  the  use  of  emh  t>th#»r'H  f  *trf 

adopted,  the  undertaking  of  certain  pr  »&«  J*- 

termined   upon  and  a  permanent  coni  :    ttrp  flf* 
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pointed.  This  action  shut  the  door  on  the  possibility  of 
misnuderstan^ling,  wasteful  duplication  and  divided  interest 
amonfr  public  ht*aUh  nurses  and  opened  np  great  op[jortunities 
for  joint  effort,  intelligent  team  work  and  united  support. 

!'he  agrnement  follows: 

Foreword : 

The  Ked  Cross  and  the  Xational  Tuberculosis  Asaodation, 
through  their  Division  and  State  organizations,  being  the 
organizations  probably  administering  the  largoKt  number  of 
publir  health  nursing  serviceK,  and  the  National  Organixiition 
for  Public  Tloalth  Nursing,  as  the  voluntary  body  representing 
all  types  of  ])ubli('  health  nursing,  neceHsarily  have  many 
interests  and  probJems  in  common.  Therefore,  they  seek  to 
supplement  each  other  by  utilizing  tlio  facilities  of  each  in 
coninion  as  far  as  posyihle  and  by  joining  forces  in  under- 
takings in  which  it  is  advantageous  to  do  so.  To  accomplish 
this  it  is  necessary  that  the  functions  nf  each  organization  and 
the  lines  of  cooperation  be  clearly  defined  and  future  lines  of 
cooperation  be,  so  far  as  possible,  anticipatetl.  These  three 
organizations,  tlirough  their  accredited  repret^entatives  in  con- 
ference assembled  in  Washington.  D.  C,  December  5th,  lyiD, 
hereby  define  what  each  organization  considers  to  be  its  func- 
tions in  the  field  of  [)ubrH'  health  nursing,  and  enter  into  an 
agreement  as  to  methods  of  perfomnng  its  functions  by  means 
of  coordination  and  cooperation.  .  .  . 

Ways  and  Means  of  Cooperation. 

I.    Educational 

1.    Courses 

The  Red  Cross  and  the  National  Tuberculosis 
Association  look  to  the  National  Organization  for 
Fublic  Health  Nursing  to  take  the  lead  in  matters 
pertaining  to  the  education  of  pul)lic  licalth  nurses. 
Before  granting  either  financial  subsidy  or  scholar- 
ships to  a  post-graduate  course  for  public  health 
nurses  the  Red  Cross  will  require  that  the  course  be 
endorsed  by  the  National  Organization  for  Public 
Health  Nursing.  The  National  Tuberculosis  Asso- 
ciation will  make  the  same  requirement,  but  will 
insistently  urge  through  its  representative  on  the 
Educational  Committee  of  the  National  Organization 
for  Public  Health  Nursing  that  such  courses  nnikn 
provision  for  a  suitable  proportion  of  teaching  of 
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tuberculosis  and  i»  ready  to  cooperate  in  cfitablishing 
standards  of  teaching  for  tuberculosis  nursing  bo^ed 
upon  the  judgment  of  the  loaders  in  this  field,  mofli- 
cal  nurning  and  sociological.    It  further  urges  Mmnfl 
lar  consideration  for  the  advice  of  other  specialized™ 
health  organizations. 

2.  Forum  ■ 
The  Educational  Committee  of  the  National  Or- 

gani/.ution  for  Publii;  Health  NurBtn^  will  art  Bf  a 
fonim  for  tlie  discussion  of  all  questions  portainin| 
to  the  education  of  public  health  nurses.     The  dn 
tor  of  the  Red  Cross  Bureau  of  Public  Health  Xui 
ing  and  the  National  Tuberculosis  Association  Sfc-\ 
retary  for  Nursing,  and  pwnsibly  later  represeutativi 
of  other  national  organizations  interested  in  public^ 
health  nuri^ing,  will  sit  on  tiiis  committee  as  nu-ra-' 
bers.    Tliese  organizations  will  undertake  jointly  of 
separately,  but  under  the  general  dire<ii<tn  of  xhn' 
Educational  Committee,  to  prepare  series  of  mono- 
graphs on  practical  methods  of  conducting  varioui 
public  health  nursing  activities,  and  also  pampbl<^ 
on  other  special  subjects  as  needed. 

3.  InstUutes 

Believing  strongly  in  the  need   for  annual  tad 
widely  distrihut^Ml  institutes  for  public  health  uonM 
of  considerable  ex[)erience  or  training,  the  Hod  Cnm 
and  the  National  Tuberculosis  Association  will  jom 
with  the  National  Organization  for  Public  ITraJtli 
Nursing  in  recommending  that  such  inslilutea  (L^j 
cover  two  weeks  or  more)   be  organized  and  con- 
ducted by  suitable  established  agenHe**  witbin  U» 
states  with  the  assistance  of  the  N 
tion  for  Public  Health  Nursing,  in 
these  other  national  bodies.    The  latter  will  otfrr  tl»* 
assistance  of  their  Division  and  State  staffii  in  cod- 
ducting  the  institutes  and  will  entourage  their  Irtl 
staffs  to  attend.     Those  three  orgaiit»tiao* 
that  these  institutes  should  be  general  in  d 
including  tuberculosis,  cJiiM  hygiene,  TcnemI 
eases  and  other  special  subjectn.     The  Red 
stands  ready  to  suggest  subjcrts  and  te«chfr«  ia  Al 
niral  nursing  field  and  the  Natioiuit  Toberrakdil 
Association  to  furnish  outlines  of  lectUTM  and  teM^ 
era  in  tuberculosis  subject*. 
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4.  Library 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  National  Organization 
for  Piil>lic  Health  Nursing  Iinri  a  library  department 
with  an  appropriation  for  adequate  expansion,  and 
has  a  cir<  ukting  package  library  operating  throngli 
41  btate  library  centers,  which  has  been  endorsed  by 
the  American  Library  Atisociation,  the  Red  Cross 
and  the  National  Tubcrcnlosis  Association  will  not 
endeavor  to  develop  duplicate  library  facilities  but 
will  recommend  that  their  field  staffs  make  the 
futlest  possible  use  of  the  facilities  offered  by  the 
National  Organization  for  Public  Henlth  Nursing. 
The  latter  organizfltion  will  undertake  to  develop  its 
library  resources  to  meet  tlie  special  needs  of  these 
staffs,  particularly  as  their  work  atfects  the  rural 
nnrses. 

5.  Magazine!! 

The  Piihlic  Health.  Nurse  has  granted  a  section 
to  the  Red  ('ross  Bureau  of  Public  Health  Nursing 
under  the  editorship  of  the  dire<'tor  of  the  bureau, 
to  be  devoted  to  the  activities  and  developments  of 
that  bureau. 

The  National  Tuberculosis  Association  does  not  at 
til  is  time  suggest  a  department  in  the  magazine  de- 
voted exclusively  to  tuberculosis,  but  suggests  that  a 
reasonable  amount  of  space  be  given  to  the  considera- 
tion of  tuberculosis  nursing  and  other  phases  of  tlie 
tuberculosis  movement. 

IT.     Rerrviiinff 

The  Red  Cross  hopes  to  join  with  the  three  na- 
tional nursing  organizationa  in  a  program  for  re- 
cruiting student  nur«es.  The  National  Tuber^-ulosis 
Association  recognizes  that  this  is  distinctly  a 
function  of  the  nursing  organizations. 

IH,     EmphymetU 

Kclioving  that  there  arc  many  advantages  to  be 
secured  through  a  national  clearing  house  of  employ- 
ment which  would  also  serve  as  a  directory  of  infor- 
mation, the  National  Organization  for  Public  Health 
Nursing  will  endeavor  to  accomidis^ii  this  for  public 
health  nurses  as  a  part  of  the  activities  of  the  pro- 
posed joint  nursing  headquarters.  It  is  understood 
that  while  all  credentials  would  be  obtained  by  such 
a  clearing  house,  placements  would  continue  to  be 
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made  through  the  various  existing  agencies. 
Red  Cross,  because  of  it8  great  demand  on  the  siipp 
will  appoint  its  own  repruBentative  to  the  ex 
staff  of  the  clearing  house. 

All  tliree  organizations  are  free  to  conduct  analytr 
studies   of   various   typical   and    atypical    pie*'ps 
machinery  for  the  purpose  of  determining  ^t^ndaril 
methods  of  organization,  practice  and  technique,  b 
will  consult  each  other  in  planning  these  studies 
order  to  avoid  duplication  and  to  take  advantage 
the  fullest  extent  of  the  facilities  and  fields  each 
offer  for  this  purpose. 


IV. 


YL 


4 


Legislation 

The  National  Organization  for  Public  Health 
Nursing  and  the  National  Tuberculosis  Associatioo 
will  seek  to  create  public  opinion  in  favor  of,  tad 
assist  in,  the  ennctment  of  suitable  public  hMlth 
nursing  legislation,  such  as  the  appropriation  m( 
public  funds  for  public  henlth  nursing  and  thi?  c 
tion  of  divisions  of  puhlrc  health  nursing  with 
State  departments  of  health.  The  Red  Crow 
dorses  this  broad  endeavor  but  prefers  not  to  tiif 
part  in  efforts  involving  legislation. 

Machinery  for  Coordination 

1.  Joint  Constiltaiion  Cammitiee 
The  executive  secretary  of  ihe  National  Orgwu- 

zatiou  for  Public  Health  Nursing,  the  director  of 
the  Bureau  of  Public  Health  Nursing  of  the  Btd 
Cross  and  the  secretary  for  nursing  of  the  Nfttiooi) 
Tuberculosis  Association  will  form  a  joint  t 
tiort  committee.  This  committer*  will 
quently  for  conferences  relative  to  problemi 
prujecis  confronting  or  conteniplnti'.l  li 
the  three. 

2.  Exchanges  of  memoranda  r* 
grams  or  changes  in  policy  befor- 
into  action. 

3.  iState  Committees  on  Fublir  flmltk  Nunimy 
The  Red  ('ross,  the   National   Organiiatm  t^ 

Public  Health  Nursing  and  Nntionat  Tubvrniktfi' 
Ass^x'iation  favor  and  will  endeavor  to  creati*  Su*< 
committees  on  public  health  nureing  rvpresenbfiC 
generally  the  three  organizations  and  th»  State  V^ 
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pertmeut  of  Health  and  niny  include  other  State 
nurtjiiig  organisations  and  State  agencies  engaged  in, 
or  responsible  for,  promoting  public  health  nurt^ing 
activities.     Such  a  ooniniiltee  will  have  no  atlniin- 
istrative   respoiisibilitv   for,   but  will  concern   itnilf 
with,  the  advancement  of  public  health  inirsiug  in 
tlie  State  thmui^li  the  stimulation  of  public  opinion, 
through  interpretation  and  advice  and  through  the 
promotion  of  coordination. 
Tt  ia  mutually  understood  that  no  changes  will  be  made  in 
the  procedure  outlined  in  this  agreement  without  the  full  con- 
sideration of  the  three  participating  agencies. 

While  the  joint  consultation  committee  described  in  the 
paragraph  on  Machinery  for  Coordination  was  not  made  use 
of,  the  methods  of  working  together  described  under  Ways  and 
Means  of  Co<">peration  were  carried  out  with  reg\ilarity  and 
mutual  satisfaction  and  the  reciprocal  relations  of  the  three 
organizations  were  uninterrupted  and  cordial. 

REOBOAMIZATION 

The  Red  Cross  during  the  war  and  for  two  years  after  the 
Armistice  was  organized  in  departments,  each  one  of  wliich  had 
its  own  field  staff  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  and  supervising 
its  special  work  in  tlie  Chapters.  There  so(tn  developed  a  ten- 
dency, however,  to  concentrate  much  of  the  immediate  guidance 
of  Chapter  work  in  the  hands  of  a  general  held  staff  who  were 
responsible  for  the  organization  and  administration  of  Chapter 
affairs,  but  not  for  the  professional  activities  of  the  Chapters. 
In  July,  1020,  a  **Jotnt  Menu>randuni  on  the  Relation  of  State 
Sui>ervisinp  Nurses  to  Field  Representatives'*  was  prepared 
by  the  directors  of  the  Tiun^au  of  Public  Health  Nursing  and 
Field  Service.     This  read  in  part: 

We  think  it  is  pretty  generally  understood  that  the  new 
plan  of  IHviHiuii  iirganizatiuii  places  upon  the  general  ikid 
represeutiitives  the  rej^pon-sibility  for  advising  the  Chapter 
conccrniug  its  organizatiun.  administration,  general  program 
and  apportionment  of  funds.  It  is  their  task  under  the 
guidance  of  department  heads  to  develop  in  the  Chapter  a 
coherent,  balanced  and  unified  plan  of  work,  appropriate  to 
tlie  needs  of  the  community  and  ui  respunse  to  the  genuine 
interest  and  wishes  of  the  people.  It  is  their  task  to  see  that 
the  Chapter  officials  and  the  committees  are  representative, 
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well  eelected  and  on  the  job;  that  various  committee*  work 
together  and  that  their  activities  dovetail;  and,  in  general, 
representing  de{mrtmpnt  heads,  to  assist  Chapters  to  carry  on 
these  activities  suooessfully.  The  directors  of  various  depart- 
Tuentiji  are  respoiisiblo  fur  seeing  that  the  activities  which  the 
Chapter  undertakes  are  carried  on  according  to  Ked  Cro*» 
fitan<iards.  In  the  ca^e  of  the  Public  Health  N^ursing  Service, 
the  State  nur.«e  has  a  spcf-ial  resitonsibility  for  the  supervision 
of  the  nursing  service  in  the  Chapter,  including  the  selection 
and  appointniont  of  the  nurse,  advice  as  to  the  type  of  nursing 
work  to  ijc  carried  on  and  its  relationship  to  other  nursing 
service  in  the  county  and  the  supervision  of  the  professional 
aspects  of  the  nurses'  work. 

From  this  it  is  evident  that  the  field  representatives  and  the 
department  representatives  must  have  a  genuine  understand- 
ing of  each  other's  work  based  on  constant  consultation  am! 
interchange  of  information  and  opinions.  Such  team  work  i* 
only  possible  where  the  two  groups  of  workers  meet  for  regulir 
and  frequent  conferences. 

Alurh  (»f  the  work  of  preparing  the  Chapters  tn  nndertakr 
public  health  nursing  was  deloguted  to  these  field  reprcsonta* 
tivea  by  the  Division  Bureaus  of  Public  Health  Nursing. 

The  reorganization  of  the  Red  Cross  in  the  spring  of  11*2! 
brought  al)out  a  much  closer  relation  between  the  general  field 
staff  and  the  nursing  field  staff.  The  change  in  administratioo 
was  described  in  The  PuUic  Jlealth  Xurst*,  May,  li>21,  in  an 
article  entitled  ^'Remodeling  the  Red  Cross,"  from  which  the 
following  extract  is  taken : 

In  order  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  Chapters  in  their  kxil 
expression  of  Red  Crows  service  the  war  organization  of  iht 
Red  Cross  has  been  revised.  An  organization  designed  to  do 
a  national  war  task  obviously  was  not  suited  to  the  prtivDt 
community  work  of  the  Red  Cross.  .  ,  . 

The  result  of  this  change  in  the  needs  of  the  Chapters  kM 
been  the  doing  away  with  departments  in  the  natioiml  tad 
ni\isioiial  organization  and  the  erection  in  their  phe*  <i 
staff  councils  of  specialists,  meeting  in  consnltjition  with  lli^ 
managers,  (.f>ncerning  the  problems  of  the  Chapter*,  with  0^ 
resulting  harmonizing  of  the  professional  reiomniendatioa*  of 
each  specialist  into  a  single  unified  scheme  for  the  guidaatvif 
the  Chapters. 

This  change  in  organization  which  has  ju^  come  abovt  it 
the  Division  and  in  the  national  organization  do«8  not  ifi  ■>? 
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way  mean  that  the  professional  and  technical  phases  of  the 
work  carried  on  hy  Ihe  Chapters  will  be  severed  from  profes- 
sional and  torhnirfti  standards  of  work  or  from  the  advice 
an<l  guidance  of  profu^tiional  leaders  in  the  division  and  na- 
tional organizution.  Profes;?ional  standards  will  he  observed 
just  as  jealously  in  the  future  as  in  the  past  and  the  means  of 
nphiddiii^  tliL-ni  will  be  maintained  and  carvfiilly  ofuardcd. 
Ill  ;dl  professional  ninttors  Chapter  nurses  will  lie  sn|iervist'd 
as  heretofore  by  nurses.  The  field  staff  will  include  public 
heallli  nurse  sui)ervisora  as  formerly  in  order  that  the  loral 
public  health  nurses  may  continu*'  to  follow  and  uphold  tlie 
best  professional  standards  and  technical  practice  under  the 
guidance  of  supervisors  thoroughly  familiar  by  training  and 
experience  with  such  standards  and  practice. 

The  reorganization  also  changed  somewhat  the  status  of  the 
Bureau  of  Public  Health  Nuising: 

"When  the  elimination  of  departmental  organization  in  the 
Red  Cross  took  place  on  April  1st/'  the  Annual  Report  of 
l*j;:?(K;il  states,  ''the  nurtau  of  Public  Ileuith  Nursing  became 
the  J'ublic  Health  Nursing  Service,  with  its  director  a  mem- 
ber of  the  National  Staff  (Council.  Its  administrative  charac- 
ttr  was  converted  into  an  advistjry  character  and  its  inter- 
relationship to  other  Red  t'ross  activities  became  more  firmly 
ebtal>lislu'd.  \^hile  the  Public  llcaitli  Nursing  Service  has 
equal  standing  and  rei*rescntation  oji  the  National  Staff  Coun- 
cil witii  other  scrvici^,  there  is  a  closer  rclatitju  to  Hie 
Nursing  Service  tlian  to  any  other  because  of  the  almost  iu- 
8eparal)le  connection  between  public  health  nursing  and  nurs- 
ing as  a  whole.  II.  therefore^  continues  to  be  a  part  of  the 
Nursing  Service,  although  it  has  direct  representation  on  the 
National  Staff  Council  and  its  director  is  responsible  directly 
to  the  vice-chairman." 


The  inquiry  preceding  the  reorganization  brought  out  the 
fact  that  it  was  necessary  for  the  puldic  health  nurse,  in  thi^sc 
CImptcrs  in  which  slie  was  the  only  trained  worker,  to  take  a 
largt^r  measure  of  rcsiwnsibility  for  the  affairs  of  the  Chapter 
in  general,  and  in  all  Chapters  to  relate  her  work  closely  to  the 
other  Cliaiftcr  activities.  This  meant  she  must  have  a  more 
intiunitc  kuowlLHlge  of  all  phases  of  Red  Cross  work  and  in 
addiiiou  to  her  technical  duties  must  become  somethiug  of  aii 
organizer  and  leader. 


ta 
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"In  looking  over  the  work  of  our  nurses  durilig  the  past 
year  or  two,'*  the  direi-tor  coniiiieutt'd  in  lier  Annual  Hcj.)ort, 
"we  find  that  though  usually  skilled  technicians  they  are  not 
always  good  organizers.  When  one  stop*  to  consider  that 
mauy  of  them  have  just  completed  their  preparation  fur  public 
health  nursing  and  have  had  no  executive  experieiu-e,  and 
moreover  that  many  of  them  are  city  bred  and  city  trnincd,  it 
IB  not  surprising  that  they  do  uot  at  first  show  qualities  of 
leadership  and  organizing  ability.  The  task  which  they  con- 
front is  a  complicated  one  and  dif^cult  even  for  older  and 
wiser  heads.  We  wish  that  there  were  enough  public  health 
nurses  so  that  we  need  not  place  responsibility  for  the  organi- 
zation of  new  work  on  the  shoulders  of  inex]>eriemvd  young 
public  health  nurses.  Their  courage  and  enthusiasm  arc 
abundant  and  admirable,  but  their  ability  as  creatt^rs,  exe<ru- 
tives  and  leaders  is  not  yet  developed.  Often  a  public  health 
nurse  is  the  first  and  only  trained  worker  with  whom  the  Kcd 
Cross  Chapter  officials  and  the  community  have  ever  had 
dealings.  She  may  be  the  only  person  in  the  whole  counly 
trained  in  public  health  work  and  thinking  in  terms  of  broad 
social  endeavor.  Upon  her  shoulders  falls  the  responsibilitv 
for  making  her  work  a  part  of  the  life  of  the  c\)anty,  for 
drawing  the  people  throughout  the  county  into  it  as  individ- 
uals or  organized  groups,  for  developing  wa)'8  of  multiplyinj; 
her  service  through  the  help  of  untrained  volunt^rrs,  for 
making  public  health  nursing  understood,  Iwlieved  in  and 
used  and  its  responsibilities  shared  hy  people  tlir  ■!>* 

county.    She  also  has  the  responsibility  of  devel.,  .  lie 

health  nursing  in  harmony  with  the  otitcr  activities  uf  the  IM 
Cross  Chajjter  and  of  making  it  serve  the  purpo!*t^  of  liif 
Chapter  to  the  fullest  possible  extent.  Her  task  is  a  big  oo« 
and  a  most  interesting  one  but  requires  very  definite  quaiiliM 
of  leadership  which  usually  come  only  with  experience. 

The  majority  of  our  Hed  Cross  public  health  nursM  ar* 
recent  graduates  of  public  health  nursing  cours<>B  nr  have  not 
been  in  public  health  nursing  work  very  l(»ng.     Mn  m 

are  young  and  unused  to  taking  their  part  in  |>  'k 

That  they  need  a  great  deal  of  help  from  tlici; 

Division  supervisors  is  natural  and  justitlable.      i .... :  , 

of  them  develop  into  real  leaders  in  their  rounties  whvrr 
given  enough  help  at  the  beginning  is  being  prov«Q  by  ovr 
experience. 

The  pr(x-es8  undertaken  late  in  the  year  of  knitting  thr  Md 
staff  together  and  making  it  more  genera!  and  thorefoiv  wan 
useful  in  character  will  help  to  strengthen  tJif  (*hapti'r  pukbc 
health  nursing  services.     Not  only   will   the   i*ublic   UMltb 


I 
I 
I 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  NURSING  AFTER  THE  WAR  1335 

Nurses  have   behind  them  the   supervisoiy  nurses  but  the 
general  representatives  of  the  field  staff  as  well.** 

Rural  and  small  town  nursing  were  of  such  recent  develop- 
ment that  no  standard  motboda  of  procedure  had  been  formu- 
lated and  no  plan  for  a  complete  rural  eomniunity  nursiug 
service  was  anuoimced.  Because  of  the  widely  varied  condi- 
tions existing  iu  diflereut  parts  of  the  couutry,  no  steriHUypiHl 
plan  could  ever  he  universally  applicable.  A  number  of  ex- 
periments, it  was  feltj  would  have  to  Ikh  conducted  and  their 
results  analyzed  and  measured  before  any  working  models 
could  Wy  endorsed  as  thoroughly  tested  and  satisfactory. 

In  the  summer  of  1921  Virginia  Gibbcs,  who  had  had  sev- 
eral years'  experience  in  the  Red  Cross,  both  in  commHnity 
and  Division  positions,  made  a  study  of  the  Chapter  services 
which  had  been  successful  in  meeting  certain  organization 
problems.  Several  hundred  of  the  Chapter  nurses  also  wrote 
an  account  of  the  methods  used  to  develop  their  work  in  their 
Chapters.  A  pamphlet  based  on  this  material,  which  repre- 
sented the  results  of  widespread  and  varied  experience,  was 
nearing  completion  as  this  Iwiok  went  to  press. 

As  approximately  80  per  cent  of  the  Red  Cross  public  health 
nurses  in  rural  districts  were  giving  all  or  part  of  their  time 
to  school  nursing,  for  which  no  recognized  standard  technique 
and  practice  had  been  evolved,  Miss  Anna  S.  Stanley,  formerly 
director  of  Public  Health  Nursing  in  the  Southwestern  Divi- 
sion and  an  expert  in  school  nursing  by  reason  of  years  spent 
first  as  school  nurse,  then  as  supervisor  of  school  nurses  and 
later  us  teacher  of  school  nursing  in  one  of  the  accredited 
public  health  nursing  courses,  was  asked  to  conduct  a  series 
of  conferences  on  schotd  nursing  in  six  of  the  Divisions  of  the 
Re<l  (^ross.  As  a  result  of  these  conferences  a  standard  pra(^ 
tice  of  teclinir|un  for  Hchoo!  nursing  was  agrt^ed  upon  iind  em- 
bodied in  a  inimcograjihcd  outline  (»f  school  nursing  procedure. 
This  proved  to  be  of  the  greatest  help  to  nurses  and  met  with 
an  increasing  demand. 

The  effort  to  bring  about  a  closer  articulation  of  the  various 
activities  of  the  Chapter  was  strengthened  by  the  tendency  to 
do  away  with  the  multiplication  of  Chapter  committees,  thus 
concentrating  the  general  management  of  all  its  affairs  in  the 
hands  of  the  Executive  Committee.  There  was  frocjuent  diSi- 
» Annual  Report,  July  1,   1020  to  June  30,   1»21. 
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ciilty  in  securing  suitable  personnel  for  the  Executive  Ccfl 
mittee,  the  Home  Service  Section,  the  Committee  on  Nursii 
Activities  and  the  Chapter  School  Committee,    without  nsii 
the  same  people  for  all  of  them.     The  great  need  for  close] 
cooperation  between  the  various  committees  was  apparent, 
many  Chapters  it  was  felt  that  the  various  activities  could 
developed  more  intelligently  an<l  hannoniously  if  the  Chapt 
program  was  conducted  by  the  Executive  Committe«^,  with  sn 
committees  to  deal  with  the  details  of  diiTerent  uuderttdciugj 
The  comment  of  one  director  represented    the  experience  d 
them  alL 


We  are  finding  it  somewhat  difficult  to  secure  suffici^ 
nnmher  of  people  willing  to  serve  on  a  Nursiii;^  Committee  1 
outlined  in  A-700  and  A-701.  In  several  Chapters  we  hal 
found  it  advisable  to  use  the  Executive  Committee,  adding  \ 
it  the  several  people  who  would  be  helpful  and  iieceesarv  1 
carry  on  the  work.  W>  believe  this  latter  method  will  1 
generally  used  in  the  smaller  Chapters. 


In  the  lig^t  of  this  general  tendency  to  unify  the  hitherl 
independent  activities  of  the  Chapter,  a  review  of  the  varion 
methods  of  engaging  in  public  health  nursing  by  the  Chaptel 
was  made. 

Tho  Ked  Cross  had  previously  agreed  that  no  one  activity  a 
the  Chrtptcr  should  b<^  operated  independently  of  tho  others 
that  Chapter  funds  should  only  be  used  for  work  iu  the  ope 
tion  of  which  the  Chapter  shared  directly  and  for  which 
possessed  an  administrative  responsibility  commensurate  wi 
its  financial  responsibility.     As  a  residt  it  l)ecamo  clear  th 
Chnpt^'is  tln*reafter  slunild  engage  in  |)n!>lir  health  nursing  onl 
when  they  could  share  in  its  operation  and  when  they  oonl 
have  a  connection  with  other  Chapter  work,  such  as  the  servi 
for  ex-service  men  and  the  activities  of  the  Junior  Red  Cn 
It  was  also  felt  that  since  the  field  staff  was  more  than  ocrii^ 
pied  with   the  s\iporviflion  of  Cliaptcr  public  health   nursini 
services,  affiliations  with  indopt-nilent  organizations  should  hi 
discouraged  ox('e])t  when  the  public  authorities,  having  takeU 
over  a  Chapter  aenire,  desired  ihe  continuance  of  the  assistano^ 
and  8up<^rvisi(in  of  the  Ked  Cioss. 


u 
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TYPKS    OP    RED    CHOBa     PUBLIC     HEALTH     NURfilNO 


Red  C'Foss  public  IichIiIi  nursing  lind  as  its  nhject  (lie  saving 
of  life,  (lie  u|jbiiil<linf^  of  family  hoalUij  aiid  thf  proinritio!i  of 
coniniiinity  panitation  and  hygiene.  It  dealt  with  indivirluals 
and  familifs  iu  its  ciTorts  to  restore  tlie  sick  to  health  ;  to  find 
and  correct  pliysieal  imi)erfeclions ;  and  to  teach  the  practice 
of  healthful  living  and  estabJish  hy;j!:ienic  liubiis.  It  dealt  witli 
the  comniuujty  in  its  ctforta  to  assist  iu  checking  and  eliminat- 
ing conunnnicable  and  preventable  iliseases;  in  discovering  and 
oorreetinp  unsanitary  conditions;  and  in  educatinfj  the  public 
in  physical  hygiene  and  public  sanitation.  No  phase  of  public 
health  nursing  was  omitted,  tlie  nurses  engaging  in  bedside 
nursing,  prenatal  and  maternity  nursing,  infant  and  ehihl  wel- 
fare and  school  nnraing,  tuberculosis  nursing,  communicable 
disease  control  and  health  education  of  many  kinds.  Seldom 
was  a  public  health  nurse  able  to  curry  on  all  of  them.  Usually, 
when  working  alone  in  a  large  territory,  she  confined  herself 
to  one  or  two  activities,  the  choice  being  determined  by  the 
need,  the  desires  of  those  she  served  and  the  possibility  of 
accomplishment. 

Tlie  great  mnjority  of  the  Red  Cross  CbBi)ter  public  liealth 
nurses  worked  in  rural  districts  and  most  of  them  had  as  their 
territory  an  entire  ct>nnty.  In  the  more  highly  organized  sec- 
tions thrr*^  were  sonietiines  several  health  nurses  working  in 
the  same  county,  each  nurse  liaviJig  a  certain  community  within 
the  cfuuity  for  lier  special  field,  but  in  general  the  nurses  were 
called  ujKJU  to  cover  a  large  area.  Rome  of  the  western  counties 
in  pnrtir-ulnr  were  no  less  than  enormous,  covering  as  large  a 
territory  as  certain  of  the  small  eastern  states. 

Idaho  County,  Idaho,  was  one  of  these  vast  counties,  being 
larger  than  the  combined  states  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode 
Island.    The  Chapter  public  health  nurse  for  this  county  wrote: 

My  baggage  has  to  he  designed  to  pack  on  the  saddle.  A 
year  ago  I  left  Londoti  the  proud  possessor  of  three  i>erfect 
traveling  bugs,  sometliing  for  every  oc<'asion  as  I  thfjught.  and 
now  I  am  crossing  the  nicnntains  with  all  my  iminodlate 
wants  tied  to  the  saddle.  In  the  last  two  weeks  I  have  ridden 
ten  ditrprcnt  horses  and  hflve  covered  one  hundred  and  fifteen 

f  miles,  fifty  of  that  liy  stage.  Whnn  yon  remember  that  this 
county  is  twelve  tboii.sand  square  miles  in  area,  you  can 
imagine  that  one  needs  to  be  something  of  a  traveler. 
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Tkb  Sfld  Cram  psblic  hnkh  sane  ia  Aladka,  yrinm  nn 
oi  hflfh  initnKtiaa  took  ha  horn,  pbee  to  plaee  of teu  widi 

py|^i«*p«|,  nnd  wkatofw  ifw  of  tnnsportatioo  were  at  hm 
At  the  end  of  mn  Arctic  winter,  she  wrote: 

I  hod  qnit«  a  trip.    One  place  I  wnt  by  do^  tcAin  otq 
b«ndRd  miks^  then  to  another  place  bj  train.     There  ia 
vhfefa  nam  to  not  the  cotnpanj.    I  was  four  days  comi 
bmdred  and  thxtty  atilea,  but  the  scenery  was  oobliiiKL 


This  aame  nnrae  was  not  deterred  when  trains  and  otl 
methods  of  transportation  failed.  Of  her  trip  over  the  bm 
pan  from  Anchorage  to  the  interior,  she  wrote : 

We  (the  naree  and  tvo  teachers)  left  Anchorage  July  J 
and  got  to  Dead  Horee  that  night.  Staved  all  ni^ht  and  h 
next  morning  for  Hurricane  Gulch,  arriving  there  at 
pjc.  That  is  the  end  of  the  railway  on  that  side.  F 
there  we  had  to  walk  Feveuty-two  miles  to  Healy,  the  be, 
ning  of  the  railway  into  the  interior.  We  took  it  slowly 
first  day  eo  as  to  get  used  to  walking.  The  walking^  was'  vi 
bad  in  some  places,  the  ground  being  wet  and  swampy  and 
heat  and  mosquitoes  were  dreadful !  The  third  day  out  one 
the  teachers  met  with  an  accident,  bo  they  had  to  turn  b 
and  I  continued  my  Journey  alone,  but  every  one  along 
way  was  so  kind  and  I  got  horseback  and  '*way-on"  rides 
about  twenty  miles>  so  I  just  walked  fifty  miles  in  alL 

In  another  of  the  big  counties  of  Idaho,  Lemhi  County, 
nurse  reached  her  most  isolated  schools  by  means  of  a  typici 
coach  of  pioneer  days.     She  said:  ] 

We  got  in  a  covered  stage  drawn  by  four  and  six  horaea.  1 
you  ever  saw  Buffalo  Bill's  show,  the  "I>cadwood"  coach.  yd| 
gee  my  picture.  We  hold  our  breath  as  we  go  up  nine  tbo^ 
sand  feet  straight  up  like  a  ladder  and  then  over  the  rooulj 
tain  ;  the  road  is  spiral  but  we  go  up  aW  the  time;  ninety  mill 
and  four  days'  trip.  There  are  only  seven  children  in  tl| 
school,  hut  they  are  four  hundred  miles  from  a  hospital  aoj 
our  visit  is  worth  while. 

•  .      •         ■        •        -J 

Another  pioneer  nursing  service  of  the  Red  Cross  was  thi 

which  was  established  among  the  lumber  camps  ftlong  ^ 
Peniigawaselt  Hirer  in  the  New  Hampshire  wilderness. 
nurse  had  hrr  headquarters  in  the  little  town  of  Lincoln, 
center  of  the  lumbering  operations,  where  she  taught 


I 

I 
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mothere  lIom«  Hygiene  and  Care  of  the  Sick.  Her  "dietricf* 
was  the  whole  Femigawasett  wilderness.  She  assisted  the 
doctor,  accompanying  him  to  the  distant  lumber  camps  often 
into  the  very  huart  of  the  mountains.  Here  she  found  great 
need  of  preventive  work  as  well  as  actual  nursing.  The  men 
were  huddled  to^'elher  in  large  nuuibcr^  in  alrnotit  unventi- 
lated  bunk  houses.  Many  of  the  men  were  uiivacciuated  and 
no  care  was  taken  in  rct^ard  to  communicable  and  otluT 
diseases.  In  their  wnrk  of  felling  irees  and  getting  them  to 
the  stations  in  the  dead  of  winter,  accident  and  frotitbite  were 
common.^* 

•  ■  •  •  • 

A  great  majority  of  our  nurses  being  employed  by  Red 
Cross  Chapters  whose  jurisdiction  covers  a  whole  county,  are 
engaged  in  county-wide  work.  A  few  are  employed  by  Ited 
Cross  brnncIiL's  and  their  service  is  limited  to  the  town  in 
which  the  branch  is  located.  The  nurses  engaged  in  town 
work  have  found  it  posnible  to  develop  a  fairly  well  rounded 
public  health  nursing  program.  Those  who  are  attempting  (o 
cover  a  whole  county  without  assistance  have  found  it  mani- 
festly impossible  to  develop  more  than  one  or  two  of  the 
several  phases  of  public  health  nursing.  Usually  the  nurse 
and  the  Chapter  together  have  decided  that  the  best  way  to 
open  a  new  service  is  offered  by  undertaking  school  nursing. 
It  is  obvious  that  if  there  are  from  (lO  to  f*0  rural  schools 
scattered  over  a  large  county,  in  all  of  which  the  nurse  wishes 
to  render  some  service,  she  will  not  have  much  time  to  develop 
other  phases  of  public  health  nursing.  There  is  a  danger, 
however,  that  the  people  of  the  counly  may  come  to  think  that 
school  nursing  represents  the  whole  of  the  i)ublic  health  nurs- 
ing program  when  the  nurse  makes  this  her  prinmn.'  work. 
In  order  to  avoid  this  misunderstanding  we  present  the  pro- 
gram of  public  health  nursing  in  terms  of  family  health  work 
rather  thnn  in  terms  of  a  number  of  independent  spei-ialties. 
We  say  that  we  want  to  help  to  sec-iire  and  Tnaintfiin  good 
health  among  all  the  families  in  our  county  and  that  our  first 
step  towards  uttnining  this  of>ject  will  he  taken  through  the 
avenue  of  the  schools.  It  is,  of  course,  our  object  to  build 
eventually  a  complete  aiul  adequate  county  nursing  .service 
providing  all  the  difTerent  forms  of  public  health  nursing, 
including  the  care  of  the  sick,^" 


Especially  in  the  great  eounties  of  the  West,  school  nursing 
spenied  to  be  the  most  practical  Hnd  result  producing  program, 

**Pttblio  ffealth   Nursr,   Kehruarv.   H»2L 
'Annusl  Report,  June,  1920,  to'Julj,   1021. 
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A  typical  winter  day*6  work  of  a  schoo 
by  Miss  F.  B.  Palmer,  public  health  nur 
Minnesota,  and  published  in  the  Ocl 
Public  Uealfh  Nur6'e. 


I 


I  bad  come  to  tfae  county  for  a 
nurse  with  the  hope  of  inipreH8injr"5| 
of  and  the  honellts  to  be  derived  fro 
nursing  service.  ^B 

It  was  in  December,  when  the  nH 
and   the   thermometer   below   zero, 
gchotdtf.  an  active  and  intelligent  wo, 
had   mappe<l  out  tlie  schools  and   dl 
inolated  and  in  need  of  a  nurse.    We  t 
to  a  little  t4twn  twenty-five  miles  away 
soniothin^  that  Io4)kod   like  n  hotel, 
walked  in  and,  seeing  no  one  around,  ■M 
stove  and  oliairs  and  curled  up  and  s 
the  *''proprietor'*  came  thumpinj;  do' 
surprised  to  see  us  as  M-e  were  glad  i 
time  we  had  breakfast — coffee,  bread  w 
boiled  meat.     Breakfast  being  over, 
auto  for  a  school  ten  miles  north,  but  fa 
against  sti  much  snow  that  we  had  lo 

The  school  wasn't  reached  until  ah 
vere  only  four  pupils  in  this  school 
All  the  children  were  from  one  fami 
foreign  land.  They  bad  had  nearly 
diseases  and  were  left  with  some  of  I 
were  still  abiding  by  a  few  old  custom 
clothes  sewed  on  fi>r  the  winter  was  th 
had  eye  trouble  anil  was  deaf,  due  t 
measles.  Another  had  enlarged  torn 
four  had  defective  teeth  and  pe<iiculosi 

We  de<-ided  to  take  Uie  children  Y 
condition  to  their  parents.  The  fnth« 
mother  was  in  bed  with  a  new  baby* 
earing  for  the  mother  and  Imby,  th« 
started  on  the  children  and  it  wast 
change  had  taken  place.  The  sujkti 
mother  that  hhe  would  keep  in  close  t 
her  to  ninke  lieslthy  rili7.**ns  not  of  her 
spring  she  would  cnil  and  take  the  rhi 
when  spriufic  eame  she  did  brii 
but  she  had  to  do  it  only  once, 
it  ever  since. 


At)  American  Red  Cross  public  health  nurar  on  licr  rounds. 


! 
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From  this  home  wo  drove  our  car  six  miles,  got  out,  hired  a 
team  of  horses  arul  huggy  and  slowly  wound  our  way  for  four 
niilcH  througii  thu  tall  evergreen  trees.  Only  a  rabbit  or  deer 
jumping  through  the  trees  helpetl  to  break  the  silence  of  the 
wtiods.  It  intloed  aecmed  like  the  "forest  primeval."  At  the 
end  of  the  nnrrow  passage  we  reached  a  lake  which  we  crossed 
M'ith  a  little  more  speed.  As  we  drove  up  to  the  school,  which 
WHS  ill  the  ceuter  of  a  group  of  small  houses,  every  door  was 
opened  and  interested  people  peered  out.  The  larger  number 
of  them  were  half-broed  Indians.  The  parents  came  up  to  the 
Bcihool  to  see  what  was  going  on.  Tjiey  saw  the  diildren  in- 
spected ami  listened  to  n  short  tail\  on  the  **IIealth  of  the 
School  (?hild."  Several  cnses  of  traclioma  were  found.  The 
parents  were  told  of  these  and  urged  to  have  every  member  in 
their  family  examined.  A  friendly  M  squaw  asked  us  to 
supper  at  her  house,  and  we  didn't  have  to  be  urged,  as  we 
were  hungry,  having  come  without  lunch.  A  well-cooked 
meal  of  soup,  boiled  potatoes,  rice,  beans  and  venison  was  set 
before  us  and  we  ate  with  a  vengeance. 

Right  oVlo<'k  fou!id  us  on  our  way  to  a  little  town  eight 
miles  north.  Once  there  it  didn't  take  long  to  warm  up 
around  the  stove  and  then  dind*  upstairs  to  our  cots,  which 
looked  pretty  good  but  felt  mighty  cold.  '*\Vell,  to-morrow 
will  find  us  up  early  and  ready  for  another  day  that  is  really 
worth  while,"  said  the  indumitable  suixTtntendent,  "and  if 
ea<h  schnol  and  each  family  could  have  a  nurse  to  visit  them, 
what  a  lieaithy,  happy  place  we  could  have  to  live  in,  and 
wouldn't  I  be  proud  to  have  a  public  ht*alth  nurse  in  the  office 
with  me  !    Wtmt  a  help  we  would  be  to  each  other !" 

Frequently  school  nursing  uicludt-d  the  organization  and 
operation  of  clinics  for  the  ccjrrcction  of  defects  of  school  chil- 
dren. One  of  the  Chapters  reported  a  clinic  held  in  cooperation 
with  the  local  doctors  for  tlie  excision  of  adcimids  and  tonsils. 
The  work  of  the  public  hculth  nurse  had  brought  to  light  the 
need  of  four  hundred  children  for  this  operation.  A  throat 
Bpooialist  was  brought  from  the  city  and  for  an  entire  week  a 
daily  operative  clinic  was  hcJd  witli  the  cooperation  of  all  the 
local  doctors,  nurses  and  Chapter  people.  One  hundred  and 
ninety-three  children  were  operated  upon  in  that  one  week 
and  a  valuable  piece  of  corrective  work  accomplished. 

Clinics  of  many  kinds  were  organized  by  the  Red  Cross 
public  health  nurses  not  only  in  the  larger  towns  and  centers, 
but  in  isolated  rural  districts  where  medical  and  denta!  atten- 
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tion  were  moat  needed.      One  of 
nurses  in  the  Southern  mountains  vi 


4 


Our  dental  clinic  held  in  Septerat 
than  seveuty-five  people  attended;  m 
sections,  miles  away.  One  woman  aixt 
twelve  miles  across  mountains  to  see  i 
sat  down  in  the  dental  chair  and  in  a 
"I  want  yer  all  ter  know  I  done  prepai 
coming  here  en  if  I  never  ^t  out  a  tl 
I  wuz  prepare*!  ter  go."  She  sat  doi 
extracted  (by  painless  extraction)  an 
finished,  she  "praised  the  Lord  for  the 
and  brought  her  friend  in,  who  had  i 
done.  I  askeil  the  good  woman  where 
Bhe  happened  to  come.  She  said  **I  h 
bad  fer  the  system  and  I  is  been  a 
thought  hit  might  be  my  old  rotten 
Her  friend  wa.s  a  widow  with  no  chj 
support ;  she  was  aged  too.  The  denti 
care  of  her  bill.  ^^— 

In  many  eounties  of  lesser  size,  prena' 
activities  were  given  great  emphasis,  anc 
of  Inindreds  of  baby  eonferonees.  One  oi 
of  Public  Health  Nursing  reported:    ^m 

Summer  seemtf  to  liave  been  tiinl 
baby  health  stations  or  clinics.  They 
most  unexpected  places,  and  thriving 
and  hopes  of  those  who  are  respousibi 
in  active  operation,  with  six  in  proc« 
county  haH  been  practically  covered  U 
ing  clinic.  ^M 

The  supervising  nurse  for  northern  d 

The  Mothers*  Educational  Ccof 
headquarters,  is  the  most  ambitioai 
made  along  thetfc  linen  l>y  any  of  ou] 
have  not  only  two  full  time  nur^^es,  L 
He  is  the  city  physician  and  is  on  dulj 
a  week  from  10  a.m.  until  noon,  and  c 
hours  at  a  branch  wliich  hag  l>een  orgi 
of  a  schrN)K  whfTe  there  is  a  large  attt 
many  nationalitiejt.     Jtecords  of 
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eac'li  day  and  a  letter  sent  immediately  to  the  parents,  inviting 
them  to  make  use  of  the  Health  Center.  Thia  is  followed  by  a 
monthly  visit  and  letter  throughout  the  entire  first  year;  tlie 
result  is  shown  in  the  attendance  at  conferences. 


Another  Division  director  wrote: 

Some  of  the  methods  by  which  the  interest  was  jjained  (in 
baby  conferenceH)  in  the  different  communities  were  very 
interesting.  One  nurse  canvassed  the  town  and  put  a  little 
flag  in  tlie  window  of  each  house  that  tlaimed  a  baby  under 
two  years  ohl  as  a  member  of  the  family.  She  secured  the 
cooperation  of  the  phytirians  by  speaking  individually  to  them 
of  the  baby  stations  and  asking  them  to  get  together,  and 
decide  among  themselves  wliat  time  each  one  would  give, 
wliieh  they  did. 

She  offered  a  prize  to  the  high-school  girl  who  made  the 
best  poster  for  the  babv  stations.  One  of  the  newspapers  do- 
nated a  good  quality  of  white  paper  and  the  painting  class  in 
llie  high  school  donated  the  paint.  This  resulted  in  active 
interest  among  the  girls,  and  some  very  nice  posters. 

A  little  publicity  in  which  the  townspeople  were  given  a 
chanco  to  purticipato  often  proved  an  auspicious  beginning  for 
n  baby  health  station  . 

Provi<in9  to  the  establishment  of  regular  conferences  a  "Baby 
Campaign''  was  often  held  ns  a  prcHnunary  measure  to  arouse 
interest.  An  American  Ited  Cross  supervising  nurse  sent  the 
following  report : 

The  Parkershurg,  Va.,  Chapter  of  the  Hed  Cross  arranged 
for  a  Baby  Week  Campiiign.  The  publicity  and  preliminary 
work  was  unusually  well  handleri  Imt.  in  their  zeal  to  roach  all, 
too  many  apiwn'ntniv^nts  were  made  for  the  same  hour,  crowd- 
ing us  somewhflt. 

The  burldiiii^  given  to  the  Red  Cross  for  their  activities  was 
made  ready  for  t!ie  work.  Being  an  old  residence,  it  wouhl 
have  brcn  an  (idniiralde  arrangement  if  the  babies  l)a<l  not 
come  in  such  "ilrovcs.*'  A  front  room  upstairs  was  arranged 
witli  diyplays  of  proper  clothing-,  |iro[»er  and  improper  foods 
for  cliildren,  the  usunl  posters  and  the  like.  A  supply  of 
literature  on  the  health  of  the  child  was  provided  for  distri- 
bution.   More  tiian  live  thousaiul  pieces  were  given  out. 

We  met  with  splendid  coofieration  from  the  doctors  and 
nurses,  in  fact,  so  many  doctors  came  tlmt  we  fitted  up  two 
rooms  ftir  the  exiiminntionB  an<l  kept  them  both  busy.     The 
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Ked  Cross  had  employed  one  nurse  1 
the  various  piii)lit;  Insult li  nurses  fro; 
tail  Life  Insurance  Company  and  I 
married  nurses  volunteered  tlieir  per 

It  was  somewhat  hurried  and  ere 
success.  I  think.  Four  hundred  and 
dren  were  exaniintMl  during  tlie  week 
that  since  they  did  not  linii-h  with  ali 
had  continued  the  clinic  for  two  ( 
Their  public  health  nurse  will  do  ( 
veloping  from  the  cflinjtaign  is  their 
in  modifying  milk  in  the  near  future 
a  week  tliin  summer. 

The  films  "Birth  Registration"  ai 
shown  at  the  various  movie  houses  « 
tures  were  taken  of  a  great  many  of  I 
made  of  these  pictures  and  tliey  will 


That  the  nurses  did  much   bed 
many  of  their  reports  as  follows; 


I 


i^ 


One  day  during  the  influenza  epii 
town  in  my  territory  and,  as  I  alv 
town,  1  called  on  the  three  docturn  d 
list  of  peoj)le  they  wnnted  me  to  vi 
6aw  and  their  circumstances  vary, 
enumerate  them. 

The  first  was  not  an  influenxa- 
baby  three  days  old  was  wrapped  in 
the  foot  of  the  mother'h  hed.  Wli 
stopped  on  several  pieces  of  coal  whi 
the  pile  of  n>a\  nguin^t  tltc  wull  on  ik 
table.  tM'o  chairs*  one  cupboard,  a  b 
Bmnll  stove  completed  the  furnishii 
which  this  young  married  couple  liv< 
child  into  the  world.  With  little  U 
equipment  in  my  nurse's  bag,  I  bath 
ing  lo  the  nwther  and  fath*»r  who  w« 
stefts  and  impressing  ii(>oti  them  the 
right  with  thrir  tirst  baby  and  ftvdiii 
and  not  just  when  the  baby  cried.  A 
the  baby  1  ga\e  the  legtilnr  routiai 
then  left  with  final  brief  repetiti* 
care  of  her  huhy. 

My  next  call  was  on  a  prejnatura 
when  I  saw  the  b-nn-ti)  which 


1.    fi. 
itiutt 

1 

tare] 
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room  and  sitting  room  for  a  family  of  five,  including  the  baby 
vhith  was  buiulled  up  in  old  quilts  behind  a  retl-hot  etove, 
I  di<Jn't  woiukr  the  doctor  hiid  sent  me.  When  1  looked  at 
the  bahy  I  thought  it  must  have  been  shoveling  coal  along 
with  the  dirty-faeed  luirle  who  came  in.  The  baby  whh  almost 
the  color  of  a  piekaniiuiy  from  soft  eoal  soot,  and  his  little 
shirt  I'm  conhdent  had  not  been  changed  for  a  week  at  least, 
but  he  was  gaining  even  with  such  treatment  altliough  still 
very  thin.  1  aslved  for  materials  for  a  bath  and  before  the 
indilTereut  uiimarrtod  mother  and  interested  young  aunt,  and 
ekcpticnl  grandmother  demonstrated  a  buth  nml  urged  that  the 
baby  have  one  every  day.  On  seeing  the  baby's  bottle  I  de- 
cided to  suggefit  how  it  sbo^ild  be  cured  for,  which  I  did.  The 
mother  grew  more  interesle<l  in  time  and  promised  to  bathe 
the  baby  regularly,  but  she  will  need  frequent  in.struetion  and 
encouragement  for  to  all  appearances  she  has  the  mentality  of 
a  child  of  abont  ten  years. 

My  last  call  late  in  the  Afternoon  was  in  a  home  with  four 
small  children  thn'e  of  whuni  were  coming  down  with  the 
measles,  and  one  boy  hail  had  meiisle.^  and  now  hnd  pneumonia. 
He  was  irrational  am!  had  n  high  temperature  so  the  mother 
quickly  ai^sembled  (he  niatorial.s  for  a  warm  sponge  ordered 
by  the  doctor  and  while  I  way  giving  the  bath  she  frantically 
finished  making  him  a  new  nightgown  to  be  put  on  after  the 
bath.  I  had  been  there  the  day  before  and  had  advised  that 
the  children  be  put  to  bed  so  of  the  three  prospective  cases  one 
was  in  a  crib  unil  tlie  oilier  two  crunnways  on  a  dtvan-hed, 
making  the  living  room  resemblu  a  hos})ital.  The  8ick  pneu- 
monia boy  was  in  a  rm>m  by  himself  as  directed  with  a  window 
open  and  was  receiving  care  jnst  as  1  had  demonstrated  the 
day  before.  The  mother  watched  every  movement  I  made 
anil  altliough  slie  said  she  knew  ncjthing  abont  earing  for  the 
sick,  she  appeared  to  have  learnt*d  more  in  two  hours  from 
the  looks  of  lior  patient  and  bedroom  than  most  people  would 
learn  in  many  days. 


I'll  explain  my  long  silence  by  telling  you  of  my  experi- 
ence during  an  epidemic  of  typhoid  which  broke  out  at  Gil- 
more,  17  miles  from  Salmon  and  li),l)(M)  feet  in  the  air.  One 
would  naturally  think  that  altitude  would  purify  most  any- 
thing, hot  we  had  18  cases.  We  lost  only  one.  but  as  we  had 
her  in  our  care  not  more  than  eighteen  hours  you  can  imagine 
she  Mas  a  pretty  sii-k  woman  when  we  got  her. 

Fortunately  this  mining  camp  had  a  little  hospital  of  eight 
beds  which  was  very  well  equipped.  We  commandeered  it  and 
stsjied  moving  in   the  worst  cases.     I  took  with  mc  from 


1346  HISTORY  OF  AMERICAN  RE 

Salmon  a  young  girl,  an  undergrad 
months'  training  in  a  hospital  in 
most  helpful.  As  soon  as  their  tei 
the  patients  were  sent  home.  Three  ' 
It  was  necessary  to  melt  snow  for  wal 
trails.  I  made  regular  visits  to  th< 
people  how  to  tjike  care  of  themselve 
upon  them,  so  an  to  prevent  furthei 
enow  was  between  four  and  five  feet 
miles  from  a  physician. 

This  last  week  I  was  asked  to  in 
man  living  with  his  four  children  i 
cooking,  eating  and  bleeping  in  the  » 
17  had  a  very  suspicious  cough.  A 
washing  and  cooking'  for  the  family 
She  washed  the  father's  handkerchie 
disinfecting  and  the  gencrnl  care  c 
Cross  has  furnished  a  tent,  and  the  n 
frame.  The  happy  man  is  now  in  it 
and  he  feels  so  much  better  in  the  f 
been  scrubbed  and  cleaned  general!} 
be  examined  next  week. 


An  average  day's  work  of  a  nurse  m 
ties  was  given  by  one  of  the  Hed  Cross 
a  Minnesota  county  :  ^M 

A  ride  of  thirty-five  miles  in  a  tin 
destination — a  schoolhouse  of  one  i 
dirty,  to  teach  the  first  leiwson  of  a  J 
lessons  in  Home  Hygiene  and  Cai 
mothers  of  different  races — Polii 
can  were  asf)emble<l. 

A  bed  had  been  installed  with" 
cases  and  blankets  borrowed  from  t 
was  taught  how  to  make  a  bed,  turn 
draw-sheets,  lift  and  make  oomfor 
The  position  and  quantity  of  fumil 
and  ventilation  of  a  sick  room  wer 
were  discussions  on  this  lesson  and 
for  a  second  meeting  the  following  ti 

Good-bye  were  said  and  I  left  foi 
ride  over  a  sandy,  rough  road  when 
"Be  you  that  county  nurse?"    "Yei 
my  colt,  it's  got  hurt."    Another  dz 
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a  beaxitifiil  aiiima!  six  weeks  old  torn  by  wire  on  the  left 
shoulder  straight  ikt<;ss  the  chest  to  the  riglit  leg.  The  depth 
of  the  wound  was  fully  two  inches,  i\\e  leu^'th  over  sixteen. 
The  farmer  had  done  some  veterinary  work  two  days  before, 
but  his  hands,  needle  and  cotton  were  tlirty.  Infection  and 
high  fever  hitd  -set  in  and  a  bad  condition  was  the  result. 

A  large  sheet  wua  syjread  on  tlie  ground,  the  patient  laid  out 
on  it,  hiiul  an*!  forefeet  tied  together  and  iicxed,  tlie  master 
of  the  hou/^u  Kat  on  its  bead,  while  the  yuung  son  did  likewise 
on  iU  flank.  I  sterilized  niy  hands  thoroiiglily  and  proceeded 
to  business  and  for  one  hour  steadily  cleaned  and  removed  in- 
fected tissue,  eut  away  the  old  stitches,  washing  with  hot 
water  and  lysol,  tied  Iwo  arteries  and  poured  tincture  of  iodine 
into  the  wound — tbe  patient  resting  peaceably  and  quietly  as 
if  it  knew  the  county  nurse  was  doing  her  best  to  help  it.  A 
few  days  later  I  found  the  animal  doing  well  and  the  wound 
healing. 

Another  start  was  made  towards  home  when  a  woman 
emerged  from  the  woods.  ''Please  come  and  see  my  twins, 
one  is  dying."  I  found  two  baby  boys,  aged  three  and  one- 
half  months,  weighing  seven  and  one-half  pounds  each,  in  a 
very  serious  condition,  being  fed  every  half  hour  on  con- 
densed milk,  wrapped  up  in  blankets,  lying  on  a  feather  bed 
behind  an  immense  stove.  There  was  no  fresh  air  in  the  room 
and  this  was  August!  There  was  a  history  of  tuberculosis 
in  the  family  and  the  mother  wondered  why  the  children 
didn't  grow !  She  couldn't  see  any  reason  for  it.  With  the 
proper  cure  and  with  the  instruction  eagerly  followed  by  the 
mother,  within  a  week  a  marked  improvement  in  babies  and 
mother,  house  and  surroundings,  could  be  seen,  and  all  lived 
happily  ever  after. 

We  have  an  average  enrollment  of  two  hundred  pupils  in 
the  Home  Hygiene  and  Tare  of  Sick  classes.  Five  hours* 
daily  teaching,  and  in  addition,  the  weighing  of  various  babies, 
the  changing  of  formulae,  the  removal  of  incipient  tubemdosia 
cases  to  sanitaria,  and  to  make  a  life  a  little  more  interesting 
the  taking  of  a  mental  case  to  a  State  institution  finishes  an 
average  day's  work.*" 


The  class  work  in  Home  ITyp^enp  and  Care  of  the  Sick  stimu- 
ated  the  domand  for  permanent  piiblic  health  nursing  services. 
Jne  Division  director  said: 

From  actual  work  in  the  field  we  have  come  to  tbe  conclu- 
sion that  all  county  public  health  work  should  be  prefaced  by 
^American  Journal  of  Xumng,  June,  1920. 
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classes  in  Home  Hvgicne  and  Co^l 

Kcd  CroKH  ch(iiniu!ii  lias  written  ir 
nursing  classes  act  as  trumps  in  thia 
the  people  the  necessity  of  county-^ 
In  this  particular  connnnnity  the  ins 
about  the  demand  for  two  public  hei 


One  of  the  most  constructive  activit 
nurse  which  was  always  attended  with 
nutrition  and  growth  work,  one  aspect  < 
growth  clasHOfl  and  another  hot  luucb.  I 
One  Division  director  wrote:  ^M 

Many  of  our  nurses  have  started 
schools,  and  have  been  able  to  intcrei 
Bome  of  their  time  to  preparing  the 
the  nur^e  of  thiti  e^tra  rt^^ponsibilit 
higli  schools,  the  older  girls  are  assi 
one  group  preparing  and  serving  i 
putting  the  kitchen  in  order,  under 
one  of  tlie  teachers  or  some  member 
Activities  Committee. 


Auotlier  Division  director  said 


isS 


A  splendid  cooperative  work  W 
pubhc  health  uurne  for  MincogM^ 
P'ort^ion,  county  demouHt ration  «j 
tendeil  l)r.  Emersorrs  lectures  at  tJ 
returned  to  her  county,  and  is  pui 
prui'ti*-e.  Slie  goes  with  Miss  Ma 
WHiglis  and  measure-;  tlie  pupils.  W 
phyNical  iriHf>ei-tion  of  the  pupils  Mi 
each  pupil's  name,  weigiit.  eti-.,  and  i 
weight.  Then  she  clai*sifieti  the  u 
gives  them  special  advice  al^out  the 
to  increase  their  weighL  In  this  x 
the  pupib.  and  much  intoro^t  h  sh( 
bring  llieir  wciglit  up  to  normal, 
hibitcd  much  interetit  in  the  physical 
sends  a  rcpttrt  slip  to  the  parenU  of  i 
to  the  parents  of  those  needing  corre* 
not  getting  a  slip  have  been  sending 
her  report  of  inspection.  Tbe^H 
their  efforts  count  for  sonicthin^^ 
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That  the  lied  Cross  public  health  nurses  were  called  upon  to 
do  much  teach iug  nnd  organizing  was  evident  from  a  narrative 
report  from  the  supervising  nurse  for  Tennessee: 

On  a  refent  trip  through  Teanessee,  we  found  the  most 
extraordinary  euthuniasm  for  the  public  health  uurse  niaui- 
fested  by  tlir  rhnptt.'r»  tthi<li  havo  nurses  enifiloyrd.  The 
nurses  have  done  excellent  work,  inspecting  school  eluldren, 
giving  nursing  care,  instrueting  mothers  in  the  hygiene  of 
pregnaney,  organizing  little  Mothers'  leagues,  conducting 
health  classes,  opening  health  centers,  infant  welfare  stations 
and  rest  rooms  fnr  farmers'  wives. 

Tliey  are  conducting  classes  in  ITome  Hygiene  and  Home 
Care  i>f  the  8ick,  and  giving  other  health  instruction  to  pupils 
in  grammar,  high  and  iNorma!  schools  and  colleges. 

They  are  giving  nursing  care  and  instruction  in  hygiene  to 
patients  ill  with  tuberculosis  and  instructing  families  how  to 
prevent  the  spread  of  tuberculosis  and  other  dangerous  com- 
municable diseases.  In  fact,  their  activities  are  so  many  and 
their  work  so  well  received  tbat  at  tlie  Farmers'  Convention  a 
great  deal  of  time  was  given  by  the  Home  Makers*  Section  to 
the  telling  of  the  activities  of  the  nurses  in  the  various 
chapters. 

The  work  of  the  nurses  knew  no  color  line.  'Not  only  was 
murh  iMHlside  nursing  undertaken  ainoug  the  colored  pftpulation, 
but  school  inspection,  special  dental  elini<'H,  haby  i'<>nfcrences 
and  health  centers  wore  estahliahcd  in  colored  sections.  Mary 
Quinn,  Red  Cross  public  health  nurse  for  Wichita  County, 
Texas,  wrote: 

On  Friday,  we  had  a  health  conference  for  the  colored. 
The  basement  of  the  Baptist  Church  was  fixed  up,  and  Doctor 
Welch  and  Doctor  Means,  proniinent  church  workers  over  in 
the  district,  lined  up  the  nuithers  and  buhies.  There  were 
twenty-two  bal)ies  weighed  and  measured  ami  examined.  Talks 
were  given  after  the  examination  and  a  committee  appointed 
to  fontiniHr-  with  tlie  healtli  confereme  every  month.  The  last 
Thursday  of  the  month  has  been  decided  on.  1  must  say  the 
colored  folks  are  very  enthusiastic  over  the  public  health  cen- 
ter work.  There  are  three  cases  who,  I  know,  have  had  ton- 
sillectomies since  the  conference  in  September. 

Scores  of  colored  midwives  in  the  South,  some  of  them  living 
on  islands  which  could  only  be  reached  by  rowboats  on  a  certain 
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set  of  the  tide,  were  instructed  and  advised  by  public  bea 
nurses  of  tlieir  own  race. 

TIk'  iiui-st'B  found  excellent  opportunity  for  benltb  puhlid 
in  connection  witli  the  Slate  and  county  fairs,  pnrticularlr 
the  South  and  West.  Interest  aroused  in  this  way  was  madel 
basis  for  future  intensive  work.  An  example  of  this  actiTi 
was  found  in  a  report  from  San  Joaquin  County  Chapter^  Ci 
fornia : 

The  Public  Health  Nursting  Service  of  San  Joaquin  CM 
Chapter  held  a  very  buccessful  Children's  Healtli  Coufef«g 
in  connection  with  the  County  Fair,  the  week  of  Septemll 
13th-18th.  As  the  fair  committee  had  very  few  permaiM 
buildings,  the  conference  was  housed  in  a  tent.  The  «pl 
allottod  us  was  MO  x  50  feet  or  oue-half  of  tlie  tent.  At  tii 
^laUce  it  looked  hopcleps,  but  after  a  carpenter  luid  erect 
beams  for  dividing  into  smaller  Iwoths,  we  felt  more  hoprfi 
By  the  use  uf  sheets  and  mosquito  netting,  we  were  able 
arrange  a  dressing  room,  wei^diiug  and  measuring  room,  4 
amination  room,  bootli  for  the  ilcntal  hygiene  department  a 
a  large  space  for  demonstration  and  exhibit  material. 

One  hiiiiilrLMl  and  sixty  children,  ranging  in  age  from  i 
weeks  to  six  years,  were  examined  during  the  week.  The  fli 
amiiiations  were  made  by  physicians  of  Stockton  and  a 
Joaquin  Cftunty,  volunteering  for  three  hours  each.  The  d( 
tal  exhibit  from  the  T'niversity  of  California  proved  of  gn 
interest  to  lioth  mothers  and  children.  A  Stockton  dentist  t 
in  attendance  each  afternoon.  Demonstrations  on  the  care 
the  infant  were  given  each  afternoon,  by  pupil  nurses  fr( 
the  local  hospitals.  In  the  evening  Ked  Cross  films 
shown.  **Aniericau  Junior,"  ''Winning  her  Way,''  " 
ence  Nightingale's  Footsteps/'  "An  Kqual  Cliance/' 
tiouHl  Orgaiii/^tion  for  Public  TTenIth  Nursing  film 
FedornI  Children's  Bureau  film,  *'Our  Children/'  were 
shown. 

A  separate  tent  with  n  cot  and  First-Aid  appliances 
prnvirled  anH  a  number  of  minor  cases  were  care<J  for. 

.Mthongh  the  Health  Conference  meant  a  week  of  toil 
the  p\ildfe  lienlth  nurses,  we  feel  that  it  has  been  ven'  lu 
worth  whih\  due  to  the  interefit  shown  by  mothers  of  chil 
of  all  a;:es  and  abo  Ijy  a  great  number  of  prenatal  oa^teft. 
also  feel  that  it  gave  the  people  throughout  tJie  county  a 
underHtHtiiliiig  uf  the  wurk  undertaken  by  the  American 
Cross. 

An  interesting  fenture  of  the  exhibit  was  a   booth 
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tained  by  the  public  library,  featuring  books  on  child  care, 
and  emphasizing  the  excellent  cooperation  they  give  the  pub- 
lic health  nurses  in  our  work  throughout  the  county. 

The  County  Farm  Bureau  gave  valuable  help  throughout 
the  conference^  and  displayed  in  their  booth  was  an  excellent 
poster  stating  the  cooperation  of  the  Red  Cross  with  the  Farm 
Bureau  in  giving  the  classes  in  Home  Hygiene  and  Care  of 
the  Sick. 

The  foregoing  examples  written  for  the  most  part  in  the 
nurses'  own  words  gave  some  idea  of  the  scope  of  Red  Cross 
public  health  nursing.  It  was  by  .no  means  the  whole  story, 
however^  but  rather  a  glimpse  here  and  there  of  undertakings 
and  accomplishments.  Underlying  every  activity  and  an  in- 
separable part  of  every  public  health  nurse's  program  was  the 
constant,  persistent  teaching  of  hygiene  and  health  habits,  better 
care  of  the  sick  and  better  living  through  practice  and  precept, 
through  demonstration,  illustration  and  personal  advice.  The 
following  paragraph  which  plosed  the  annual  report  for  the 
fiscal  year,  1920-21,  epitomized  the  service  rendered  by  the 
Red  Cross  public  health  nurses: 

All  over  the  country  in  the  most  out-of-the-way  places,  as 
well  as  in  the  thriving  agricultural  centers,  our  nurses  are  at 
work.  In  the  tiny  settlements  in  the  high  Sierras,  among 
Indian  tepees,  in  the  heart  of  the  Appalachians,  on  the  lonely 
islands  off  the  New  England  coast,  on  the  wind-swept  plains 
of  Montana,  in  the  villages  along  the  Mexican  border,  in  the 
heart  of  the  forest  of  northern  Sliehigan  and  in  the  mining 
camps  of  Kentucky  and  West  Virginia,  the  chance  to  live,  the 
message  of  health  and  the  good  will  of  the  Red  Cross  are 
being  carried  by  those  brave,  and  often  lonely  workers,  in  the 
uniform  of  the  nurse  and  of  the  Red  Cross. 


CHAPTER 
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TTTE   system   of  cluaa  instruction 
lied  Cross  Xursiiig  Service,  no 
carefully  worked  out;  took  its  rU 
by  ilisB  Boardman  to  the  District  of  C<jI 
The  January  BuLUtin  for  that  year 


The  District  of  Columbia  Brant 
up  the  subject  of  special  Red  Cross  ( 
men)  and  Home  Xursing  (for  wor 
appointed  to  arrange  for  such  eour&ei 


In  the  April  following  the  Bulletin  rej 

Lectures  on   First  Aid  for  men 
women,  instituted  by  the   Distriet  ] 
proved  most  successful.     Especially  t 
tended.      Inquiries  Imve   bet^n    nK^'v 
being  nmile  iinothcr  yeur  for  uursiiu, 


at  small  ex[»ense  for  women's  d 


Thosi*  first  classes  in  home  nursing  w 
Parish  Hall,  Washington,  I>.  C;  the  Fii 
were  held  in  the  Y.  M.  C  A.  atiditor 
given  without  charge  ft»r  their  use,  bu 
paid  liic  lecturers  ten  dollars  for  each  i 
conducted  the  classes  for  women  wero,  1 
cut  Training  School)  ;  Oefirgia  Xeviiis 
Mrs.  Charles  Young  (Hochester  Homp< 
largely  by  demonstrations  of  practical 

The  preamble  and  schedule  of  this  oar 
follow.  Unfortunately  tlie  precise?  aiitlu] 
very  probjibly  the  threi'  iiur»c?a  meulioi 
ranging  the  printe<i  muterinl. 
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HOUE  NUBfiING  COUBSE  FOB  WOKCK 


I 


There  are  thousands  of  families  in  which  sickness  occurs 
yearly,  when  Lho  services  of  a  traiiicil  mirse,  either  because  of 
the  question  of  ex[)enise  or  for  some  other  reason,  cannot  be 
obtained.  To  provide  a  simple  course  in  Home  Nursing  for 
those  who  will  have  the  care  in  such  cases  of  illness,  the  Red 
Cross  has  arraiit^ed  for  the  fdllowiiif^  lectures  to  be  given  and 
demonstrated  by  trained  nurses,  it  is  suggested  tliat  those 
taking  this  course  bring  paper  and  pencil  or  blank  Ijonk  for 
tlie  purpose  of  retaining  notes  of  these  valuable  instructions. 

I.  Hygiene  of  Sick-room :  Location  of  room.  Ventilation. 
Demonstration  of  bed-making.  Clothing  of  patiei»t.  General 
care  of  patient. 

II.  Dietetics:  Food  in  health.  Preparation  of  food  for  the 
Bick»  such  as  beef-tea,  uiilk,  eggs,  etc.,  with  illustrations. 

III,  Tuherculosu  with  Exhibit-:  Mortality.  Modes  of  in- 
fection. Destruction  of  sputum.  Difiinfcction  of  rooms. 
Open-air  treatment.     Diet  of  consumptives. 

IV,  ConfagioHJi  Diseases:  Obligation  to  prevent  spread  of 
infection.  Cornfitiance  with  health  laws.  I'rote<'tion  of  at- 
tendants. Preparation  of  room.  Disinfection.  Scarlet  fever. 
Diphtheria.  Measles.  Pneumonia.  Typhoid.  Whooping 
cough.     Influenza.     Disinfection   and   fumigation  after  dia- 


P^  V.  Mother  and  Haby:  Care  of  expectant  mother.  Care  of 
new  mother.  Care  of  baby.  Clotfiing,  feeding  and  habits  of 
baby.    Artificial  feetling.     Diet  of  child  until  six  years  old. 

VI.  Em  erg  envies:  Medical,  Snrgit/it:  Fainting.  Apoplexy. 
Epilepsy.  Hysteria.  Drowning.  Heat  exhaustion.  Sun- 
stroke. Burns.  Scalds.  Concussion  of  brain.  Foreign 
bodies  in  eye»  car.  throat,  etc.  Cuts.  Bruises.  Sprains. 
Fractures.     Hemorrhages.     Bandages.     Antiseptics. 

Where  plans  have  been  perfected  for  the  delivery  of  this 
course,  the  tickets  for  six  lectures  are  $1.00;  or  for  Bed  Cross 
members,  50  cents. 

How  the  example  of  tho  District  of  Columbia  inspired  Red 
rose  members  in  Brooklyn,  and  served  to  bring  Home  Nursing 
rward  in  the  discussion  of  local  nursing  as9c»ciations,  has 
read}'  been  told.  Still  more  important  was  the  action  of  the 
Kiety  of  Superintendents  of  Training  Schools  for  Nurses. 
his  influential  body,  at  its  session  in  1008,  directed  its  Stand- 
g  Committee  on  Education  to  prepare  an  outline  of  class 
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work  in  Home  Niirsinff  "suitable  fc 
or  any  other  organization  wishing  to  p 
manner  for  such  instruction  to  women 
step  was  taken  on  the  society's  own  ii 
Nutting  was  then  chairman  of  the  £di 
to  assist  her  in  this  special  task,  a  8u 
selected  by  the  society.  They  were  Sia 
Children's  Hospital;  Ada  Carr,  of  the 
Damar,  president  of  the  Associated  A 
then  head  of  the  Richmond  Nurses'  i 
Scott  Hay,  superintendent  of  the  Illin< 
Nur8(»a.  Misa  Hay  made  her  first  ap 
Nursing  history  in  this  committee  woi 

A  year  went  hy  with  work  and  i'orre 
ing  Outline,  but  the  pressure  of  the  dc 
tion  and  expansion  tenip«:»rarily  hinder 
pursuing  systematically  the  class  work 
extracts  from  letters  of  that  time  will  gi 
cfTort,  and  of  the  somewhat  Bporadioyj| 
at  teaching.  ^ 

To  Miss  Boardman  from  Isabel  Han 


I  went  up  to  New  York  and  talk 
with  the  rest  of  my  committee.  T 
Ijectures  is  at  work  on  the  courses  am 
to  8Pn<l  you  between  now  and  Jam 
would  it  not  1h>  well  not  to  affer  an 
before  January.  1909,  and  to  mak( 
In  tlie  meantime,  this  course  can 
printed  and  tho  various  asMjciationi 
each  city  tr»  secure  suitable  lecturen 

I  can  take  it  up  here  with  our  loo 
state  society,  if  you  like.  .  .  .     ^m 

To  Miss  Boardman  from  M.  Adelaide  19 


itflQ 


At  the  meeting  of  the  Sufwrini 
Committee  on  Education  was  uitked 
classes  in   Home  Xurfiing.  with  a  i 
outlineji  whi»h  would  be  us<*ful  to 
soi'ieties  desiring  to  carrj'  on  w< 
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It  ifl  the  belief  of  the  committee  that,  inasmuch  as  a  good 
many  diseases  arise  jn  the  home  through  igiionince,  it  is  im- 
portant to  begin  the  claBi^en  with  a  shurt  preliminary  talk  upon 
the  causes  of  disease,  and  the  measures  with  which  the  motlier 
or  home-maker  should  be  familiar  m  order  to  exercise  proper 
methods  of  prevention.  As  I  understand  from  Mrs.  Robb  that 
you  may  be  anxious  to  (-arry  on  sonje  of  these  classes  this 
winter,  1  am  sending  the  outline,  which  must  he  accepted  as 
prelijuiiiary  rather  than  as  a  final  statement  of  the  commit- 
tee's rccoiTimondntJon. 

I  am  sure  that  Mrs.  Robb  has  discussed  with  you  her  ideas 
wliith  are  shareil  by  the  members  of  the  committee,  as  to  the 
advisability  of  arranj^^ing  for  tliese  talks  tlirougli  our  nurses' 
association  and  depending  upon  them  to  select  from  their  body 
such  trained  nurses  (and  probably  other  assistants)  as  are  best 
prepared  to  carry  on  this  teaching.  ,  ,  , 

To  Miss  Nutting  from  Miss  Boardman: 

Thank  you  for  your  letter  of  February  18th  with  its  out- 
line for  Hume  Nursing  courses.  The  plan  to  have  these 
courses  under  tfic  nurses'  associations  is  exactly  what  I  should 
like  to  see.  1  hope  a  little  later  in  the  year  to  Lake  up  this 
matter.  .  ,  . 

To  Miss  Boardman  from  Miss  Richardson: 

.    .    .  California,  January  20,  1909. 

On  Sunday  last  while  addressing  the  Y.  W.  C.  A.  of  this 
city  I  spoke  of  the  advisability  of  organizing  Home  Nursing 
classes  after  the  plan  of  the  St.  John's  Ambulance  Corps. 
The  idea  was  enthusiastically  taken  up  by  that  organization 
and  several  other  societies  have  spoken  to  me  about  it. 

I  brought  tlie  matter  before  our  meeting  to-day  and  was 
glad  to  learn  that  you  had  begun  this  work  in  Washington 
some  time  ago.  I  would  like,  if  possible,  to  have  the  benefit  of 
your  experience  along  this  line  before  definitely  starting  a 
class;  particularly  regarding  the  character  of  lectures  you  gave 
and  wlietluT  ymi  liad  physirians  or  trained  nurses  to  give  the 
lertures.  I  hail  thought  of  having  our  Nurses'  Auxiliary  take 
up  the  matter  as  it  would  give  them  something  to  do.  I  sub- 
mit herewith  a  synopsis  of  wliat  1  have  planned  to  give  them, 
(signed)     C.  H.  Kicitardson, 

San  Francisco  Hed  Cross. 
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To  Miss  Boardman  from  Miss  Pierson 

•    •    •  ^^^1 

Will  you  kindly  send  me  inform 

Nursing  courses?     As  u  yiniilar  c 

Nurses'  Settlement  in  which  I  am  i 

sirable  to  incorporate  it  under  the 

(signed)     Maj 


To  Mr.  McCIure  (California)  from  D 

Many  thanks  for  your  notices  in 
the  Chinese  I)etachni'.'nt  of  the  Call' 
it  is  a  most  excellent  idea  to  brine  i 
its  people.  I  wonder  if  it  would  1>€ 
sonM;  simplified  Home  Nursing  co 
provided?  Most  of  them  must  be 
nygicnir  laws,  and  quite  as  ignoroi 
gard  to  the  nursing  of  the  sick. 

(signec 


\mi 


The  California  Red  Cross,  then 
the  branehes,  having  developed  by  reas 
npf>n  it  during  the  Spaniah-America 
Auxiliary  which  gave  class  teaching,  i 
in  Home  Nursing  but  also  to  women  i 
work  in  that  direction  is  the  earliest 
Red  Cross  annals.     The  Bulletin  (Jul 

The  Nurses*  Auxiliary,  a  very  va! 
fornia  Branch,  hns  underUkoi»  to 
demonstrations  at  the  noon  hour 
Several  factories,  laundries  and  dc; 
ested  in  these  methods,  and  consider 
Working  women.  The  women's  aux 
has  itiaugurated  a  series  of  talks  OS 
vention  of  Disease. 


t^ 


After  aifiliation  had  boon  brougbl 

and  her  d^nmittco  at  once  revived  tl 

Home  Nursing  classes  on  a  national  i 

*  MtM  RieharrJHon  ami  Miu  Pierton 
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)ugbt  it  possible  to  do.  With  the  nxception  of  an  interesting 
ter  written  by  Miss  I^elano  to  Mrs.  Draper  suggesting  the 
?a  and  asking  Mrs.  Draper's  opinion  (Mareh  15,  1910), 
tie  record  was  made  of  preiiminary  steps  in  this  direction, 
t  early  in  1911  the  full  plan  was  completed  and  published 
follows: 

The  American  Red  Cross  Bulletin 

January,  1911. 

Second  Annual  Report  of  National  Oommittee  on  Red  Cross 

Nursing  Service, 

Home  Nursing  and  thirst  Aid  Instruetion  for  Women. 

It  has  heen  d^'monstralcfl  that  the  instruction  of  men   in 

First  Aid  will  rethjce  deaths  anil  serious  results  from  injuries 

about  one-luilf.     Similar  instruction,  iiicludiug  Hygiene  and 

Home  Nursing,  is  no  les^i  important  for  women,  but  has  never 

I.  been  undertaken  on  a  national  scale. 
I  The  American  Red  Cross  has  deeide<l  to  organize  such 
'classes  and  has  placed  them  under  the  general  direction  of  the 
National  Committee  on  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service.  We  hope 
for  the  cooperation  of  State  and  Local  Committees  and  all  en- 
rolleil  Red  Cross  Nurses.  The  course  of  instruction  will 
include;  ten  lessons  m  First  Aid;  (if teen  lessons  in  Hygiene 
and  Home  Nursing;  fifteen  lessons  in  Dietetics  and  Ilousiehold 
Economy. 

All  instruction  will  be  very  practical  and  pupils  will,  as  far 
as  posyible,  be  required  actually  to  do  everything  described  in 
the  teaching. 

It  must  he  distinctly  understood  that  the  instruction  is  only 
intended  to  prepare  women  to  render  emergency  assistance  in 
ease  of  accidents,  to  give  more  intelligent  care  to  tlieir  own 
families  under  competent  direction  and,  in  exceptional  cases, 
to  Bssint  in  relief  work  ujider  th*?  supervision  of  tlie  Nursing 
Service  of  the  American  Red  Cross. 

The  Firnt  Aid  courm*s  must  be  given  by  a  physician  and 
other  instruction  by  a  Red  Cross  nurse,  unless  otherwise  au- 
thorized by  the  committee  in  charge. 

Miss  Marion  L.  Oliver,  of  Washington,  D.  C.  will  have 
charge  of  the  organization  of  the  diisses.  Further  informa- 
tion may  be  obtained  by  addressing  Home  Nursing  and  First 
Aid  Instruction  for  Women,  American  Red  Cross,  Washing- 
ton. D.  C. 

The  Home  Nursing  classes  were  then  for  a  time  uppermost 
Miss  Delajio*s  thoughts.  Mary  A,  Clarke,  a  Bcllevue  clasa- 
ite  who  assisted  ln'r  during  that  period  wrote: 
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The  title  page  of  the  textbook  read : 


h 


iACERlCAK  BED  CROSS  TEXT  BOOK  OX  ELEMENTABT 
UTOIENB   AND    HOME   CARE  OP   THE   BIOK 

by 
Jane  A.  Delano,  R.  N.  and 
Isabel  Mclaaar,  K.  N. 
Prepared  for  and  indorsed  by  the 
American  Red  Cross. 


It  was  piibHshcd  by  P.  Blakiston's  Sons  and  Company,  Phila- 
delphia^  and  had  a  preface  written  by  Miss  lioardman,  in  which 
she  said : 

One  of  the  most  si^ificant  facts  in  the  march  of  human 
progress  during  tlie  last  decade  is  tlm  ^reat  awakening  of 
public  interest  to  the  questions  of  health.  Work  as  hard  as 
they  might,  neither  tfie  mediral  nor  nursing  profession  t'ouUl 
alone  accomplinh  nuith  along  Banitary  lines  until  the  people 
in  general  became  aroused  to  the  importance  of  such  mat- 
ters. Kuowlcilge  that  personal  healtli  iJepends  largely  ujxjn 
the  health  conditions  of  the  community  brings  home  to  each 
individual  a  serious  personal  interest  and  sense  of  responsi- 
bility. But  in  spite  of  the  strongest  barriers  yet  devised,  dis- 
ease cannot  always  be  kept  out.  To  the  gentle  hands  of 
women  belongs  the  rare  of  the  sick  and  every  woman  should 
realize  that  the  time  may  come  when  such  a  care  will  be  hers. 

It  was  hardly   to  be  expected  that   courses   in   elementary 
nursing  procedures  could  bo  lannclnni  by  the  lied  Cross  with- 
out considerable  discussion  and  some  opposition.     Especially 
was  this  true  of  graduate  nurses,   who   brought  forward   the 
jriticism  that  individuals  completing  the  course  would  prac- 
:ice  nursing  as  nurses.     So  deep  was  this  feeling  on  the  part 
if  individuals  here  and  there,  that  they  refused  to  act  as  in- 
tructora.     Miss  Delano  and  Miss  ^[clsaac  were  so  determined 
o  safeguard  nursing  standards,  and  yet  to  give  the  people  at 
arge  some  instruction  in  nursing  terhnique,  that  they  decided 
ot  even  to  use  the  word  '^nursing"  in  the  title  of  the  book,  sub- 
tituting  the  term  "Care  of  the  Sick"  in  place  of  "Home  Nura- 
ig."     These  words  conveyed  at  once  the  intent  of  the  course 
nd  its  use  in  the  home  for  hygienic  betterment  and  for  the  care 
I  the  sick.^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
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Before  the  textbook  was  printed  mil 
to  auperiiitendi^ntft  of  training  sciiool 
rriticisin.  The  Nationiil  Committee  t 
Secvicti  was  also  called  upon  to  review 
it  was  fiuully  published.  *'The  Home  ] 
the  Minutes  of  n  meeting  of  the  Natio 
Deccndwr  10,  1912,  ''were  thou  cnnsid 
Committee  approved  of  this  undcjtakinj 

Every  eifort  was  then  made  to  place 
course  as  one,  not  to  prepare  women  for 
but  na  a  means  of  preparing  them  to  lool 
and  that  of  the  family  with  more  in 
were  urged  to  make  this  most  clear  to  ei 

The  first  year's  work  in  Home  Nurai 
at  the  end  of  11)12,  seems  quaintly  simp! 
statistics  shown  in  another  part  of  ibis 
wrote:  ^1 


The  object  of  this  instruction  for  • 
for  profctipional  Fcrvice,  hut  to  mak) 
render  such  service  to  the  sick  in  I 
safely  bo  intrusted  to  them. 

Tlic  folUnving  classes  have  compl< 
tarv  Hygiene  and  Home  Care  of  the 
of  tlie  Hed  Cross;  South  Manchca 
Washington,  P.  C.^  two  classes;  Phil 

Several  classes  are  now  receiving 
phia,  Cincinnati,  Kl  Paso  and  Pal 
classes  are  being  nrgHuizcd, 

In  a  class  largely  made  up 
amined  iu  Elementary  Hygiene  and 
by  one  of  our  Ijocal  Committeen  on 
vice,  the  general  average  for  the  elasi 
and  practical  examinations*  was  over 
average  being  DO  per  cent,  with  only 
below  80,  her  standing  being  79. 


'H 


In  the  anmc  report  Misa  Delano  apd 
(M'ginning  (Hiurses  in  dietetics  and  hou 
was  the  tirsl  mention  made  of  the  dei 
class  instruction  in  these  subjects,  no^ 
under  Red  C'n^ss  auspices  in  its  t^^aching 
ing  popular  response  to  the  elaaawork 
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o  augment  its  efforts  by  enlarging  tlie  list  of  subjects  taught, 
Sarly  in  1913  the  folluwiug  circular  was  issued: 

rr         The  American  lied  Cross  has  decided  to  organize  classes  of 
■■    instruc'tiou  for  women  in  First  Aid,  home  nursing,  hygiene 
and  allied  subjects^  to  be  given  under  the  superWeion  of  the 
National  Conuniltee  on  Red  Cross  Xursing  Service. 

1.  Tu  atford  women  the  opportunity  to  learn  first  aid  to 
the  injured  and  to  provide  simple  instruction  in  the  home 
care  of  the  tyck. 

2.  To  aJford  women  the  opportunity  to  learn  how  to  pre- 
pare food  for  the  siuk  and  well. 

3.  To  afford  women  the  opportunity  to  learn  how  to  pre- 
pare rooms  and  other  places  for  the  reception  of  the  ill  and 
injured. 

4.  To  afford  womeu  the  opportiuiity  to  leani  bow  to  pro- 
tect their  own  health  and  that  uf  their  famiiies. 

It  must  he  ilislinctJy  understood  thul  this  course  of  in- 
struction for  won^en  is  only  intended  to  prepare  them  to  ren- 
der emergency  assistance  in  case  of  accident,  to  give  more 
intelligeait  care  to  their  own  families  under  competent  direc- 
tion and  in  exceptional  cases,  to  assist  in  relief  work  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Nursing  Service  of  the  American  Red 
Cross. 

Much  needless  suffering  is  now  caused  the  ill  and  injured 
on  account  of  the  ignorance  of  unskilled  persons.  It  has  been 
said  thiit  the  fate  of  the  injured  is  dependent  on  the  care 
which  their  injuries  first  receive.  It  is  therefore  necessary 
for  everybody  to  learn  what  to  do  first  in  an  emergency,  and 
what  not  to  do.  This  is  easy  to  learn,  but  the  subject  must 
be  Ipnrnod.  fCobndy  can  be  rxpectocl  to  know  tliis  without 
instruction.  The  number  of  people  injured  in  the  United 
States  is  rapiilly  mounting  and  is  now  in  the  hundreds  of 
thousands  annually.  Knowledge  of  first  aid  to  the  injured 
cannot,  it  is  true,  prevent  the  consequent  suffering  entirely, 
but  it  cnn  he  inude  an  imitortant  factor  in  this  result. 

The  health  of  the  family  depends  largely  upon  the  home 
maker,  and  it  is  most  essential  that  she  have  a  definite  knowl- 
edge of  persojjal  and  household  hygiene  and  tlie  proper  prepa- 
ration of  food.  Sppiial  diet  for  the  sick  is  no  less  essential. 
Scarcely  a  woman  is  imapf|uninted  with  the  sick  room  in  her 
own  family  and  some  simple  instruction  in  the  care  of  the 
sick  should  be  a  part  of  everj'  woman's  education.  It  is  the 
purpose  of  the  Rod  Cross  to  provide  this  instruction. 

This  work  is  just  being  started  in  this  country,  so  that 
great  results  cannot  yet  be  reported.     It  has  already  been 
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demonFtrated   here,   bowerer.  that    instruction    in  fin 
will  reduce  deflths  and  seriouft  results   from   injuhes 
ODe-hAlf.     On  railroads  and  everywhere  else  that  ihe  A 
can  Ked  Croee  has  carried  fir^t  aid  instruction.  aU  ictei 
are  enthufiiaetic  in  praise  of  the  beneiit£  derived. 

The  list  of  claaaes  conducted  during  the  vear  1914  iM 
turicall^-  interesting,  aa  that  fateful  rear  made  a  difidiqg 
in  all  fields  of  work- 

1914.   Fifth  Report,  National  Committee  Xursing  Ser 
Completed   Classes:   Washington^   D.   C,  nine  dassea;  £ 
Manchester^  Connecticut,  two  classes;  Manchester,  Maasa 
ettft,  one  class;  Danville,  Illinois,  one  class;  Pateraon,  X.  J 
classes;  Providence,  I^   1.,  one  class;   Philudelphia,  Pa., 
classes ;  Elyria,  Ohio,  one  class ;  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  seven  cJ 
total  number  of  classes,  thirty;  total  number  of  pupils, 
hundred  seven;  total  number  of  certiiicates  issued,  two  hu 
seventy-five.    Current  and  Incomplete  Classes:  Clinton,  !N 
one  class;  Basking  Uidge,  N.  J.,  one  class;  Gladstone  and 
cock,  one  class;  Bemardsville,  X.  J.,  one  class;   Ames 
Massachusetts,  one  class ;  £1  Paso,  Texas,  one  class ;  Cinci 
Ohio,  nine  classes;  Paterson,  N.  J.,  two  classes;  Utiea,  N.j 
one  class;  Cleveland,  Ohio,  one  class;  Xorfolk,  Va.,  one  cM 
Troy,  N.  Y.,  two  classes;  total  number  of  classes,  twenty-^ 
total  numlwr  of  pupils,  three  hundred  forty-four.    Grand  ta 
fifty-two  (•lass<'s;  grand  total,  eight  hundred  fifty-one  pupil^ 

The  war  stimulated  the  nursing  activities  of  women  to, 
intense  degree,  and  this  stimulus  was  heightened  in  1016  byl 
threat  of  trouble  on  the  Mexican  border.  Miss  Delano  w< 
(December,   1916)  :* 


rki 


The  interest  in  preparedness  excited  in  this  country  b 
European  War,  intensitied  in  the  early  summer  by  the 
sibility  of  war  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico 
suited  in  an  extraordinary  increase  iu  the  interest  in 
coursefl  of  instruction  given  \mder  the  auspices  of  the 
Cross. 

The  demand  by  women  anxious  and  eager  to  be  of  se 
to  thi'ir  ('(tuntry,  for  gome  form  of  instruL-tion  that  wonljl 
a  measure  be  prej>aratory,  resulted  in  the  recommendatioli 
the    National    Committee   on    Nursing    Service    at    the  j 
annual  meeting,  that  a  combined  course  of  ten  lesson^ 

•Sevtntli  Annual  Report,  1916. 
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Elementary  Hygiene  and  Home  Care  of  the  Sick  and  five  in 
Fir^t  Aid  be  arranged  and  put  into  practical  operation.  This 
was  (lone.  l>ut  ns  the  demand  for  whith  this  course  was  enpe- 
cially  provided  was  ijo  longer  urgent,  the  t^fHMiinl  eourse  waa 
finally  withdrawn  SeptenilKT  1.  IDlfl.  after  whith  the  course 
of  fiftren  les.ionR  in  Elementary  Hygiene  and  Home  Care  of 
the  8iok  was  adopted  as  tlie  basis  of  preparation  and  selec- 
tion of  women  for  service  oa  nurses'  aides. 


The  lessened  urgency  to  which  Miss  Delano  here  refers  did 
not  last  long,  for  although  the  menace  of  war  with  Mexico  re- 
ceded in  the  latter  part  of  1016,  the  next  spring  brought  its 
own  catastrophe,  and  the  teaching  of  nurses*  aides  was  resumed. 
ThJ8  Iiua  alri'ady  Imhmi  deHcrihed  utjdi*r  its  own  heading.  We 
return  now  to  MiHs  I)<'lano*s  interrupted  report,  (li>16)  in 
which  she  descrilwa  the  "teaching  center.*' 


Red  Cross  classes  for  inetruction  have  developed  so  rapidly 
that  (  hapters  have  been  urged  to  funu  educational  eomniit- 
tees  for  the  pur[>o^e  *tf  supervising  ^'OIne  of  the  details  of  elaiw 
organization  and  teathing.  A  closer  cooperation  has  been 
urgofl  between  the  Chapters  and  the  Local  Committees  on 
Red  CroHS  Nursing  Servicer  This  is  heing  atTOiiipIished  by 
memherahip  upon  the  edneational  eonimittees  of  the  Chapter 
by  one,  or  in  Kome  citHeH,  two  or  more  nurses  from  the  Local 
Committees  on  Ued  Cross  Nursing  Service. 

One  nf  the  praeticnl  otitgrowths  of  this  interest  by  the 
Chapters  in  the  educntional  work  of  the  Red  Cross  has  been 
the  development  of  the  "Teaching  Center''  with  a  nurse 
director.  Class  organization  and  in  many  eases,  instructiua 
may  be  conducted  by  the  director.  Houses  have  been  loaned 
or  rented,  adequate  teaching  e(|uipnieiit  secured  and  by  this 
contralixrttion  more  uniform  and  elli^ient  teaching  has  beezi 
the  result.  In  e^ime  instances,  all  the  Chapter  activities- 
cutting  and  sewing,  preparation  of  surgical  supplies,  jtacking 
and  distriliution  as  well  as  the  iuritnution — have  been  cen- 
trnliKcd  u ruler  a  Keil  Cross  nurse  director.  New  York, 
Brooklyn.  Philadelphia.  Washington.  Cineirmati,  Cleveland, 
Chicago,  San  Francisco,  Pasadena  and  Los  Angeles  have 
established  such. 

The  classes  in  Elementary  Hygiene  and  Home  Care  of  the 
Sick  have  not  only  increased  in  uumlier  bnt  have  extended 
over  a  wider  urea.    They  have  been  given  in  Hawaii  and  iQ 
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nearly  nil  the  states  in  the  country,  while  Inrfrer  citi' 
small  towns  display  equal  interest.     The   cla680«  are 
under   the  auspiceH  of  Chapters,  elubs,   churches,   8ch< 
puhlie  and  privBte — imlividualH,  stores,  ami   industnal 
cerns.    In  many  instances,  where  pupils  eaunot  pay  thel 
fees,  these  have  l)oen  jtrovided  by  per^one  interfstetl  in  en 
ing  this  iiiptrnctioii.  J 

The  widespread  interest  in  the  couFBea  of  instruction  ■ 
un<ler  tlie  Red  Cross  has  been  revealed  by  an  uiiprectMld 
demand  for  qualillcd  Instnutori*.    Every  effort  is  being  ■ 
by  the  Burean  of  Xursin^  to  secure,  through  Ix>cal  Con 
tee^  and  the  Nationa'  and  Local  I-eagues  of  Xunting  ¥U 
tion,  the  names  of  uuTBes  qualified  and  available  for 
work. 

ClusapB  in  Home  Dietetics  were  systematically  launched  ' 
the  publication  of  a  textbook  iu  1D17.  The  drat  were  orgaa 
in  February  of  that  year.  They  rapidly  became  very  popu 
With  the  great  expansion  of  interest  in  these  courses  duo  to 
war,  they  were  plac(xl  under  tlie  Bureau  of  Instruction. 

The  many  groups  acting  as  sponsors  for  claas  iiistruc 
gave  decided  color  to  the  whole  field  of  work,  so  varied  wore  tl 
forms  and  clinracters.     Th'oy  inehided  Young  Women's  ClJ 
tiaii   Associations  an<l    Ciirls'    Friendly    Societies,    Red    Ci 
Chapt<n*8.   women's  clubs,  chinch   circles,   public  and    prii 
schools,  shops,  factories  and  individuals.    The  war  period  ad 
senii-niilitary  groups,  such  as  the  encampment  schools  of 
Women's  Secliou  of  the  Navy  Leiigue. 

Early  in  1!)1S,  still  iuuh'r  th*'  pressure  of  a  vastly  augmen 
hulk  of  administrative  work  of  all  kinds,  the  decentralizing  I 
tern  of  organization  already  described  was  effected  by  the  1 
Cross  and  tlie  work  of  class  instniction  Ixn-ame  more  and  mi 
clearly  defined  as  a  growing,  special  branch  of  activity.  I 

In  the  earliest  work  of  founding  classes,  either  for  First  i 
or  Home  Hygiene  the  Red  Cross  published  simple  suggesti^ 
on  the  following  lines  to  guide  its  memlxTs:  Organizers  of  chl 
work  were  to  be  certain  of  a  suitable  number  of  pupils  i^ 
would  agree  to  be  regular  iu  attendance,  and  who  were  them: 
select  some  one  from  the  number  to  act  as  preside]]  t  of  the  eld 
The  president  so  selected  was  to  eonununiejito  with  the  I 
partment  of  Instruction  for  Women  at  National  Headquartd 
A  roll  was  then  to  1m'  supplied  to  the  class  president,  on  whi 
names  of  class  members  were  to  be  inscribed  and  answers  gi^ 
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in  respect  to  certain  essentials.  Pupils  under  sixteen  years  of 
age  were  not  tu  be  accepted.  The  proper  size  of  a  class  was 
between  ten  and  twenty.  The  eluss  preaideut  was  expected  to 
find  a  local  physician  or  nurse  to  leach  the  respective  classes. 
The  name  ami  address  of  eaeli  physician  or  nurse  was  to  accom- 
pany the  roll  of  pupils*  names.  Before  the  classwork  was 
actually  begun  all  instructors  were  to  be  approved  by  the  Red 
Cross  and  a  card  of  authorization  issued  from  National  Head- 
quarters. Thus  simply  organized,  the  class  teaching  ran  along 
easily  for  several  years  until  the  increasing  stimulus  of  war 
efforts  made  itself  felt.  By  lyi^  classes  for  instruction  had 
develop<*d  so  rapidly  that  the  Red  Cross  Chapters  were  urged 
by  Headquarters  to  form  Educational  Committees  to  supervise 
the  details  of  dasH  organization  teaching.  The  (.^hapters  were 
also  encouraged  to  cooperate  closely  with  the  Local  Coinuiittees 
on  Red  Cn>aa  Nursing  Service,  which  have  Ixx'u  spoken  of  in  a 
previous  chapter,  by  placing  one  or  more  of  the  nurses  from 
such  eonnnittees  on  the  educational  committees  of  the  Chapters. 
The  Chapters  responded  so  well  and  so  intelligently  to  these  sug- 
gestions that,  from  their  co<>rdinated  educational  efforts  there 
developed  the  Teaching  Center  with  a  nurse  director  described 
by  Misa  Delano  on  a  previous  page. 

To  facilitate  the  organization  of  classes  as  thoroughly  as 
possible  cither  under  the  auspices  of  Chapters  or  other  agencies, 
it  was  necessary  to  develop  careful  plans  and  procedures.  These 
were  worked  out  by  the  Nursing  Service  at  National  Head- 
quarters. The  iustructions  were  very  simple  at  first,  and  as 
the  earliest  classes  were  infrequent,  each  one  was  practically 
supervised  from  Nutiiinal  Headiiuarters.  Finally,  however, 
many  pamphlets  and  separate  forms  were  nnpiirt^d  to  explain 
the  procedure,  comprising  a.s  it  did  tin*  (jualifieations  and  ap- 
poinfnioTvt  of  instrui'tcirs;  tinaneiug  the  classes;  fees;  equipment 
for  teaching;  the  methods  of  sending  in  reports;  conduct  of 
examinations;  marking  papers;  certificates;  subject  matter  of 
the  various  types  of  instruction;  guides  for  instructors  and 
bibliographies  for  students  and  instructors.  So  complete  was 
all  this  material  that  it  forms  a  valuable  part  of  the  records  in 
the  archives  of  the  iViuerican  Red  Cross  at  Wasliington,  D.  C. 

The  early  phases  incident  to  the  organization  of  any  project 
are  often  marked  by  dithculties  and  interruptions.  Soon  after 
the  courses  of  instruction  were  set  in  motion,  Marion  Oliver, 
whose  enthusiasui  and  iisterest  had  banished  every  thought  of 
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diffioiilty,  wflB  obliged  to  leave  Washing 
neetioii  with  tliose  courses. 

The  elTect  of  the  war,  however,  was  t 
public  interest  in  ali  lied  Cross  work,  e 
the  Nnrainp:  Service  in  all  its  branches 

Miss  Delano,  as  chainnan  of  the  ^ 
Nursing  SiTvitro  had  nSHunied,  from  19 
reaponsibility  of  these  classes.  Upon  th^ 
D,  Noyes  as  director  of  the  Bureau  of  N' 
the  classes  Avcre  transferred  to  her  genei 
were  placed  under  the  Bureau  of  luAti^ 
\rith  Helen  Scott  Hay  in  charge.        ^| 

The  decision  of  tlie  Red  Cross  atm 
Department,  early  in  1010,  to  prepare  t 
to  fonn  an  auxiliary  group  to  the  nurse 
then  under  process  of  organizjition  by 
War  Department,  gave  a  great  impetiu 
montarv  Hygiene  und  Home  Care  of  th 
itself  wna  not  t'onsidcrcd  as  adequate  pre] 
but  hospitals  acting  as  the  parent  institi 
were  asked  to  give  each  individual  sel 
month^s  coiirsc  in  the  institution.  Ne 
Women  who  had  finished  the  course  fell 
them  for  service  in  military  hospitals  sk 
become  engaged  in  war.  The  idea  ha 
and  the  demand  for  classes  increased, 
true  immediately  after  the  declaration  ( 
and  during  the  months  that  followed.  T 
tion  increas(^d  Ijeyond  the  ability  of  tl 
provide  facilities  for  it  The  toxtboo 
which  hfld  U^n  issued  during  the  earl; 
attract<Hl  much  interest.  The  demand  f 
in  military  hospitals,  as  well  as  to  act 
almost  as  great  as  that  for  nurse  teachc 
Miss  Noyes  worked  alone  with  these  acti 
office  early  und  late,  Sundays  and  bolidi 
eo  enormous  that  work  increased  beyon< 
care  for  it.  The  third  floor  of  the  Hen 
eluding  the  gallery,  was  crfiwded  with  dl 
mately  ten  workers,  including  ]^Iisa  "Di 
the  number  grew  tmtil  there  were  eigfc 
was  beyond  control.     The  details  < 


CLASS  INSTRUCTION  FOR  WOMEN         1367 

sidorable  part  of  thr  work  with  which  this  office  force  was  busy. 
During  the  auuimcr  of  1017,  the  pressure  for  instructors  was 
very  great.  There  were  as  yet  no  Division  officers  to  whom  the 
selection  of  tliese  nurses  might  be  referred.  Therefore,  the 
Local  Red  Cross  Nursing  Coniniittecfl,  of  which  each  state  had 
one  or  more,  were  asked  to  reconuuend  instructors. 

Many  times  during  the  crowded  sunimer  of  1917  several 
baskets  of  papers  of  cunjlled  iiursofl  would  roijuire  examination 
in  order  to  dctcnuine  the  qnulilicuf ions  iitr  tcuchiug  the  course 
before  the  iiistnu^tors'  apjMiintuunit  card  e*<nild  hv  issued.  Be- 
fore the  card  was  sent  out  the  approval  of  the  Local  Coxaniittee 
was  secured.  With  the  offices  so  crowded,  and  the  click  of 
typewriters  and  constant  interruption  making  sustained,  delib- 
erative thought  almost  impossible.  Miss  Noyes  frciinently  used 
the  attic  in  which  to  scrutinize  these  credentials.  Ev€'n  the 
grai'cst  occasions  may  have  their  humorous  aspect  and  evidently 
this  impressed  one  well-known  writer — Oelett  Burgess — who, 
in  ColUet^s  Weekly »  August  1,  1017,  wrote: 

**But  here  is  the  director  of  the  Bureau  of  Xursinii?  Ser- 
vice, come  fer  a  neccHsury  conference.  Crowded  into  a  narrow 
Space  betwL*9U  tablesj  with  women  pushing,  'exi-uso  me  I 
excuse  me!'  past  them  every  minute  the  converj*ftt(cni  goes  on 
until — *MisH  Xoye.s,  Mins  Noyes' — the  head  of  the  Bureau  of 
Nursling  Serviee  is  called  to  the  long  distance  phone,  where  a 
lady  in  another  city,  who  hnd  t«keu  the  examination  in  Home 
Care  of  the  Sick,  wildly  w^ants  to  know;  *Where  is  my  certifi- 
cate?' Miss  Noyes  ]>romi.sea  to  weiid  it  hy  special  delivery, 
docs  send  it  immediately.  Her  tormentor,  however,  without 
waiting  the  necessary  time,  continue*  to  wTite,  phone  and  teif- 
grajtti,  as  if  nhe  expecte*!  the  certificate  to  arrive  instnntane- 
oudiy  by  wirelcsH.  Poor  Miss  Xoyee !  la  order  to  do  a  little 
VTiting  !^he  has  to  forsake  her  comfortable  oltiee  and  flee  for 
refuge  to  the  attic." 

This  pressure  continued  until  relieved  by  the  appointment 
of  Miss  Hay  in  July,  1917.  So  rapidly  had  the  work  expanded 
that  Miss  Hay  found  a  corps  of  IT)  stcnographcrSj  six  clerks,  six 
typists  and  one  messenf^'r,  who  were  attending  to  the  details  of 
this  one  activity.  After  decentralization  was  completed,  the 
details  of  the  conduct  of  classes  were  ^adually  transferred  to 
the  Division  offices.  The  number  of  Red  Cross  Chapters  bad 
frrown  to  3700  and  a  vastly  increased  interest  in  the  courses 
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was  spread  throiigliont  their  jurisdiction 
classes  of  Elementary  Ilygiene  wideno 
witli  the  textUiok  was  expressed,  and  ] 
aary.  Miss  Delauo  appointed  a  eomtniti 
of  11)17  to  work  out  a  suggested  plan,  of  ^ 
of  California*  was  the  chairman.  Two  o 
committee  of  three;  one  of  these  was  n 
nurse  whose  name  cannot  be  seeurt^d  an 
Milliard,  who  for  the  moment  put  aside 
superintendent  of  Bellevue  and  Allied  ! 
come  to  National  Headquarters  and  worl 

Anne  Hervey  Strong,  graduate  of  B 
the  Albany  Training  School  for  Nursea 
Colleg*%  at  that  time  professor  of  Public 
mons  College,  Boston,  was  asked  to  u: 
using  the  plan  developed  by  the  smaile 
approved  by  the  National  ConmiitteqH 
do.  After  some  delays,  the  book  was  raH 
in  liM8;  the  name  was  eiiunged  to  '*lIo 
of  the  Sick'* ;  the  text  revised  and  hronglit 
other  changes,  siu^h  as  n  rearranpt'ii 
addition  of  a  bibliography.  At  thi 
l»ook  held  by  Miss  Mclsanc's  sister  wfli 
By  the  terms  of  Miss  l)elai)o*8  will 
author's  royalties  bcx'amc  the  sole  prop 
J{ed  Cn>s3. 

Within  the  Division  Departments  of 
connection  with  the  two  i-oursM's  of  in 
Hygiene  and  Home  Care  of  the  Sick  uu 
systematized  on  the  following  plan :  ^M 


a.  Advice  to  and  supervision  of,  < 
general  policy  and  practice  prescrlt 
quarters. 

b.  Supervision  of  instruction  pen 
Chapter  supervisors  of  the  courses  in  1 
Home  Care  of  the  Sick,  and  in  Homo 
of  inbtructors  for  Elementary  Hygii 
the  Sick;  cooperation  with  N'ation^ 
enrollment  of  Iferl  Cross  Dietitiai 
instnirtorM  for  Home  Hietelica.       _ 

c.  Advice  to  Chapters  on  matteTB 
of  instructors  and  class  fees.  _ 
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d.  MaintcnatK'e  of  records  of  inHtnu-tion  jiereonnel,  and 
forwarding  of  this  information  to  Chuptere. 

e.  Study  and  recoinniendations  as  to  methods  of  promoting 
enrollment  of  Btudents. 

f.  Advice  to  and  cooperation  with,  Chapters  on  matters  re- 
lating to  classroonifi  and  olnssrnom  ofjuipment. 

g.  Summarisation  for  the  Division  manager  of  reports  of 
class  instruction  work  received  monthly  from  Chapters  and 
prepariitiou  of  Division  simimaries  fur  trausmitlul  by  the 
Division  manager  to  National  Headquarters. 

With  the  newly  decentralized  system,  the  work  of  the  Bu- 
reau of  Class  Instruction  at  National  Headquarters  was  divided 
and  placed  under  the  8uj>ervisiou  of  two  bureaus  known  respec- 
tively as  (1)  Bureau  of  Elementary  Hygiene  and  Hume  Care 
of  the  Sick,  with  Mias  Hay  aa  director,  and  (2)  the  Bureau 
of  Dietitiau  Service,  wuh  Misa  George  as  director.  As  the 
volume  of  work  increased,  it  lx?came  necessary  to  i*pp<>int  Di- 
vision directors  t»f  the  Bureau  of  Elementary  Hygiene  and 
Home  Care  of  the  Sick. 

In  January,  HH8,  the  Surgeon  General  of  the  Army  re- 
quested that  Miss  Hay  be  released  from  the  Ked  Cross  to  do 
some  special  work  in  his  oiKce  in  connection  with  the  Army 
School  of  Nursing.  Following  iliss  Hay's  resignation,  Har- 
riette  Sheldon  Douglas,  whose  name  and  interesting  background 
have  already  been  given  in  a  previous  chapter,  became  director 
of  the  Dureau  of  Nurses'  Aides  and  Instruction.  She  continued 
in  that  office  until  December  31.  11*21,  when  she  resigned  be- 
cause of  pressing  personal  claims  upon  her  time. 

Mrs.  Isabelle  Wilbur  Baker  succeeded  Miss  Douglas,  coming 
to  National  Headquarters  on  January  1,  li)22,  from  the  New 
England  Division,  where  she  liad  served  successively  as  an 
instructor,  director  of  a  Chapter  teaching  center  and  Division 
Director  of  Instruction  in  Home  Hygiene  and  Care  of  the  Sick. 
This  practical  training  and  experience  was  a  valuable  contri- 
bution to  the  development  of  the  work  at  National  Headcjuar- 
ters,  Airs.  Jiaker  was  a  graduate  of  the  Rhode  Island  School  of 
Nursing  and  previous  to  hor  marriage,  had  been  superintendent 
of  the  Johnson  Memorial  Hospital,  Stafford  Springs,  Con- 
necticut. 

During  the  period  which  elapsed  between  the  year  1917 
and  the  year  1S*22,  class  instruction  for  women  increased  to  an 
almost  incredible  magnitude.     Its  character,  too,  altered  per- 
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ceptibly  and  a  inurkod  difference  in  the  cluss  of  students,  durin 
wartime  and  after,  l>t»cflnio  evident.  The  war  brought  out  tntn 
women  who  had  visions  of  war  nursing,  but  afterwards  the  ei 
tent  of  claas  teaching  among  factory  workers,  the  young  woukS 
of  hiunble  homes  and,  most  strikingly,  among  niral  familiei 
mountain  and  farm  dwellers,  and  little  country  villages,  ga* 
gratifying  proof  that  a  solid  and  enduring  work  of  educ>«tia] 
had  been  built  up.  The  number  of  certificates  issued  fran 
1914  to  1!)21  follow:  1914»  273  certificates;  1915,  250  certifi 
cates;  1910,  3927  certificates;  1917,  31,188  certificates;  19li 
27,942  certificates;  1919,  49,072  certificates;  1920,  89,741 
certificates;   1921,  61,304  certificates. 

These  fit^ires  do  not  include  thousands  of  women  and  girl^ 
who  took  the  instruction  but  who  for  various  reasons  did 
complete  the  course  nnd  receive  the  certificate. 

The  pf^ak  of  enrollment  was  rc»aclied  in  1920  when  117,90 
pupils  took  the  course.  That  the  enthusiasm  in  this  phase  o 
health  education  should  have  reached  its  height  at  this  pa 
ticular  period  was  a  natiiral  result  of  the  alarm  created  by  th 
infiuenza  epideniica  of  the  two  preceding  years.  Never  had  thi 
necessity  for  preparedness  by  every  woman  against  the  on- 
slaughts of  disease  been  more  graphically  and  tragically 
phasized. 

When  this  instruction  was  first  given  there  was  but  one  a 
thorizcd  form — the  Standard  course.  This  consisted  of  lesso 
totaling  twenty -two  and  one-half  hours  as  a  miuimiun;  it  was 
conducted  by  an  authorized  Red  Cross  nurse  instructor.  Exam-I 
iuations,  both  practical  and  theoretical,  were  given  at  the  end 
of  the  lessons,  and  eertiHcates  wen*  granted  to  those  whosa 
markings  wore  satiMfactory.  In  1920  an  adaptation  and  modi- 
fication of  the  Standard  course  were  authorized.  The  Adapta-' 
tion  of  the  course  consisted  of  the  same  number  of  hours,  fol- , 
lowed  by  examinations  and  certificates  as  in  the  Standard  course, 
but  teachers  of  plly8iolog^•,  biology,  physical  training,  and  home 
ecouonucs  and  others  specially  qualified  were  allowed  to  give 
th*'  theoretical  instruction.  It  was  designed  for  use  in  schools 
and  remote  communities.  Autliorized  Red  Cross  nurse  in- 
structors in  every  instance  were  made  responsible  for  the  course 
au<]  for  giving  the  practical  lessons,  A  plan  was  worked  out  by 
XatiraiJil  Headquarters  indicating  those  chapters  in  the  Red 
Cross  tcxllxMjk  tliat  might  be  tanght  by  the  lay  teacher  and 
those  that  slioitld  1m?  taught  by  the  nurse  instructor.     By  thii 
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arrflugement  the  inira*^  iustruptor'a  time  was  cnusfrvod,  thus 
making  it  posaibtt'  for  u  greater  uuiubcr  of  students  to  liavo 
the  advaiitagf'H  of  the  instnu^tion. 

The  Alodificaticm  was  aiithorizod  for  the  benefit  of  thoso 
women  who  would  tind  it  difficult  to  take  a  written  test,  for 
women  lacking  a  knowledge  of  English  and  for  girls  too  im- 
mature to  take  either  Standard  course.  It  covered  the  same 
number  as  the  other  two  •  of  the  lessons  to  be  given  en- 
tirely by  a  Red  Cross  nurse  instructor.  No  written  examina- 
tion was  Ut  be  required,  but  practical  tests  were  to  be  given,  and 
at  the  completion  of  the  lessons  a  certificate  granted  to  those 
eligible. 

In  order  to  secure  a  standardized,  efficient  method  of  instruc- 
tion and  to  give  some  special  training  in  teaching  to  instruc- 
tors, institutes  were  held  in  everv  Division  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  Division  Directors  of  Home  Hygiene  and  Cure  of 
the  Sick»  whose  experience  in  teaching  and  administration  had 
been  demonstrated.  The  educational  benefits  of  these  insti- 
tutes were  invaluable,  they  not  only  enabled  the  Division  Di- 
rectors to  come  into  personal  contact  with  the  instructors  in  their 
Divisions,  but  served  to  improve  the  methods  and  tecliniijue 
of  the  instructors  themselves.  A  Btill  further  step  li-ading  to 
the  better  preparation  of  niirses  as  instructors  in  Home  Hygiene 
and  Cure  of  the  Sick  wan  the  inauguration  in  several  universities 
and  coUe^^cs  of  a  shiirt  e(mrs4*  in  methods  of  teaching. 

The  ''Guide  for  Instructors"  was  revised  in  the  spring  of 
11*21,  with  the  expectation  that  it  would  help  to  s<*curc  greater 
tiniformity  of  metljod  in  presenting  the  information  contained 
in  the  textbook.  It  was  C(*mpiled  to  assist  especially  the  in- 
structors who  lacked  experien<'e  in  teaching  or  who  had  not 
learned  to  apply  teaching  methods  to  the  care  of  the  sick  in  the 
home.  This  Guide  as  revised  contained  outlines  of  the  course, 
an  excellent  explanatory  text,  illustrations  of  nursing  technique 
intended  to  standardize  demonstrations,  suggested  lists  of  equip- 
ment for  teaching  centers  and  traveling  e<juipment,  and  lists  of 
substitute  appliances  which  might  be  improvised  from  materials 
available  in  the  simplest  home.  The  substitute  nppliituees  were 
not  clumsy  devices,  but  ship-shape  and  trig.  The  pamphlet  was 
amply  illustrated.  Miss  Douglas  lavished  her  energies  in  en- 
couraging and  develtfping  resourcefulness  among  the  instructors 
and  in  this  she  met  with  response  and  enthusiasm  from  the 
Division  directors. 
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Because  of  the  increased  demand  iP| 
those  classes,  itinerant  or  field  instrucfct 
many  of  tlie  Divisions.  Those  instructo 
traveling  e<|uipment  which  could  l)e  tran 
matter  into  what  remote  districts  they 
methods  they  were  carried.  Thus  was 
measure  the  probh-m  of  carrying  the  mea 
to  i3oIate<l  n'giona  where  it  was  inii«»S8i 
centers.  The  instruetor8  in  the  insular  pa 
States  and  in  the  foreign  field  were  obji 
at  Headquarters  and  their  work  was  aidec 
No^'es  and  Miss  Douglas.  A  complete 
for  demonstrations  in  class  was  made  t 
for  the  use  of  the  instructor  who  cone 

Miss  Douglas  wrote  (1021): 


1 


I  cannot  praise  too  highly  the  sple 
nurse  instructors  have  done.  Tliey  hi 
the  true  h-hh*  of  tlie  word,  overcomi 
surmountable  obstacles  and  never  spai 
to  give  various  groups  this  uecessar 


sar^ 


Classes  have  l>een  held  in  all  typi 
parochial  and  private  achmils;  vocational 
Continuation  schools;  universities,  colleg 
They  have  been  held  in  industrial  pliints,  ^ 
organizations;  for  groups  of  t'amp  Fire 
and  for  groups  in  Red  Cross  Teaching  C 
been  carried  on  in  Alaska,  the  Dominican 
Canal  Zone,  Porto  Kico,  Siberia,  Pol 
China  and  the  Philippine  Islands.  The 
missionaries^  Indians,  foreigners^  deaf 
classes  have  boon  conducted  for  the  Chi 
town,  X.  Y.  C,  for  the  girls  in  the  C 
other  eoiTectional  inslitiitions,  for  womi 
cally  all  oceuputinns,  aurl  as  well  the 

The  instruction  has  Uf'ii  related 
the  daily  life  and  acts  of  siTvice  of 
it.     The  desire  to  put  the  kuowlfHlge  gail 
practical  use  in  the  community  has  beei 

E laces  when*  this  work  has  Ix'en  giiing  on 
een  organized  which  participate  in  coin 
cia]ly  those  which  aid  in  public  health. 
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The  public  health  unraes  recognize  the  value  of  this  in- 
stniction  as  an  introdiictioti  to  their  work  in  rural  comnmnitica 
and  aa  a  means  of  developing  civic  pride.  In  one  community 
a  new  school  house  and  in  another  a  hospital  was  established. 

The  vocational  value  of  this  course  has  been  incalculable. 
Many  a  young  girl,  hesitating  as  to  the  choice  of  a  vocation, 
has  caught  a  glimpse^  through  the  course  in  Home  Hygiene 
and  Cure  of  the  Sick,  not  only  of  the  opportunities  for  service 
and  success  that  lie  in  the  nursing  field  but  of  the  realization 
of  any  innate  capacity  she  might  posflcaa  for  this  career.  Schools 
of  nursing  have  already  seen  the  truth  of  tliis  statement  and 
many  of  their  applicants  have  been  recruited  as  the  direct  result 
of  the  interest  arotised  by  this  instruction. 

From  every  Red  Cross  Division  instances  have  been  reported 
where  young  women,  having  developed  an  interest  in  nursing 
from  these  classes,  were  encouraged  to  enter  a  school  of  nursing. 
From  one  Division  alone  it  was  reported  that  125  young  women 
had  entered  schools  of  nursing  in  one  year.  Many  were  from 
isolated  homes  in  remote  country  or  mountain  regions  where 
their  opportunities  were  few  and  their  future  most  limited, 
md  who  from  their  Home  Hygiene  classwork  were  led  into 
vider  lives  of  action  and  interest. 

A  certain  Diviaion  Director  of  Homo  Hj-gieue  was  inter- 
'iewing  a  candidate  instructor: 

("Are  you  familiar  with  our  eourfje?"  she  asked. 
"Yes,"  was  the  reply.    "Probably  my  desire  to  become  a 
\       nurse  would   never  have   been   stinuilated   but  for  this  Retl 
f       Cross  course." 

t  "This  is  most  interesting!"  exclaimed  the  Division  di- 

rector, "and  goes  to  show  the  importnncf^  of  presenting  the 
instnu^tion  to  young  girls  as  well  as  to  older  women." 

"All  through  my  training/'  went  on  the  randidatc,  "my 
ardent  desirL'  was  to  inslruet  classes  in  Home  Hygiene  under 
the  Red  Cross." 


l^eedlcBS  to  say  she  received  the  appointment  as  an  instructor. 
All  over  the  country  during  the  influenza  epidemics  of  1018 
d  1919  the  groups  who  had  completed  this  course  and  many 
lo  had  taken  the  course  in  preparation  for  the  national  emer- 
acy,  gave  voluntarily  of  their  wtriMigth,  hnic  and  service.  Un- 
r  the  supervision  of  nurses  and  pliysicians  tliey  took  care  of 
Idren,  the  aged  and  tho  chronically  diseased,  thereby  releas- 
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iug  the  graduate  nurses  for  the  care^ 
The  majority  of  these  women  could  z 
service  had  it  not  been  for  the  Red  Cro 
Hygiene  and  Care  of  the  Sick. 

Motion  pictures  have  been  utilized 
"Every  Woman'fi  Problem/'  produced 
aimple  universal  appeal  and  genuine  ed 
met  with  a  never-failing  popular  welcc 
of  Mrs.  litlplesfi  and  how  she  learned, 
Home  Hygiene  and  Care  of  the  Sick,  effi 
for  invalid  Aunt  Mary.  ^m 

For  t}ie  schools  and  rural  sectionsl^ 
could  not  bo  used  lantern  slides  were  pre 
captious,  depicted  the  practical  work  of 

The  wide  extent  and  popularity  of 
fields  as  well  as  at  home  created  a  deman 
the  text-book  on  Home  Hygiene  and  Ca 
oiT  in  part  into  Creeho-Slovakian,  Korea 
Spanish.  Perhaps  no  other  book  of 
translated. 

Among  the  interesting  exhibits  pi 
National  Headquarters  was  a  miniature 
to  show  how  a  class  may  be  successfully  « 
bedroom  in  an  average  home,  using  home 
contained  two  windows  and  a  li replace,  p 
ventilation.  The  painted  floor  was  bar 
rugs.  Extra  chairs  were  ndded  for  the 
class  members*  but  otherwise  the  lK»drooi 
only  of  two  single  beds,  a  drfSS4T,  wasl 
and  a  comfortable  chair.  A  blackbttard  i 
room,  and  mo<lels  and  eliarts  were  suit 
water  bag  was  in  evidence.  In  one  of 
the  class  acted  as  a  pati(*nt  and  recUiM 
ported  by  a  suitcase  which  was  utilixec 
instructor  in  full  Red  Cross  uniform  i 
of  the  class,  one  of  whom  made  the  emp 
a  tray  to  the  patient,  while  the  '*moder' 
for<^ground  safely  eonfined  within  hia  '*k 
from  au  inverted  table. 


orea 
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CHAPTER  XVn 

THE  DIETITIAN  8ERVI0B 

THE  history  of  Red  Ctobb  work  in  "Home  Dietetics,"  the 
"Bureau    of   Dietitians*    Service"    or    the    "Nutrition 
Service"  as  it  has  been  variously  called,  falls  easily 
into  three  periods. 

The  first  of  these  covers  the  time  from  tjiie  inception  by  the 
Red  Cross  Nursing  Service  of  work  in  dietetics  to  the  time 
when  the  nation  began  to  make  definite  moves  towards  casting 
in  its  lot  with  the  Allies  in  the  World  War. 

The  second  period  extends,  practically,  from  the  time  of  the 
planning  and  organization  of  the  first  base  hospital  units  to 
he  signing  of  the  armistice. 

The  third  period  is  the  period  of  transition  from  the  acute 

ituations  of  war  to  the  more  normal  problems  of  peace,  and 

loses,  in  so  far  as  this  history  is  concerned,  with  the  date  on 

?hich  the  bureau  was  made  into  an  independent  Red  Cross 

ervice. 

The  Red  Cross  Nutrition  Service,  as  it  has  come  to  be  called, 

ad  its  bcgiiming  in  a  course  of  instruction  in  "dietetics  and 

^usehold  economy"  which  was  offered  by  the  National  Com- 

ittee  on  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service  along  with  courses  in 

First  Aid"  and  "Hygiene  and  Home  Nursing."    The  foUow- 

g  statement  of  the  purposes  of  these  courses  and  the  plans  for 

em  appeared  in  the  annual  report  for  the  year  1912 : 

It  has  been  demonstrated  that  the  instruction  of  men  in 
first  aid  will  reduce  deaths  and  serious  results  from  injuries 
about  one-half.  Similar  instruction,  including  hygiene  and 
home  nursing,  is  no  less  important  for  women,  but  has  never 
been  undertaken  on  a  national  scale. 

The  American  Red  Cross  has  decided  to  orjomizo  such 
classes  and  has  placed  them  under  the  f^eneral  direction  of 
the  National  Committee  on  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service.  We 
hope  for  the  cooperation  of  state  and  local  committees  and  all 
enrolled  Red  Cross  nurses. 

The  course  of  instruction  will  include  10  lessons  on  first 
1375 
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aid.  15  lessons  in  hygiene  and  home  nurein^  and  15  lesBoos 
dietetics  and  houseliold  economy.  .  .  . 

The  firfft  aid  foursee  must  be  given  by  a  physician,  a] 
other  instructions  by  a  Hed  Cross  nurse  unle^^s  othenri 
authorized  by  the  committee  in  charge. 

Miss  Marion  L.  Oliver,  of  Washington,  was  placed  in  Am 

of  the  organizution  of  these  classes.  The  rcpcirts  for  11)13  ad 
11)14  showed  t]mt  no  reguUir  work  in  home  dietetics  was  undo 
taken  during  these  two  years: 

lOlS — The  instruftion  includes  first  aid,  elementary  fa 
giene  and  home  care  of  the  sick,  with  possibly  later  courses 


dietf^its  aud  househoUl  ocononiy. 


. 


J914 — Soon  after  the  adoption  of  the  general  plan  for  ^ 
instruction  of  women,  Wib^  Marion  Oliver  who  was  placed 
charge  of  the  organization  of  these  clngues,   was  obliged 
leave  Washington  and  give  up  temporarily  the  work  in  whi 
was  HO  much   interested.     The   unusual   demands   m« 


she 


m«i 


Upon  the  chairman  of  the  National  Committee  during  t 
past  year  have  made  it  difficult  to  do  nmch  constructive  woi 
in  connection  with  these  classes  for  women,  but  we  Jiave  be4 
gratified  at  the  evidr^noes  of  interest  and  often  surprised  i 
requests  for  information  from  unexpected  sources. 

A  little  instruction  in  "dietetics''  was  sometimes  included 
the  courHcs  in  home  care  of  the  sick  given  by  nurses  to  cla; 
organized  during  the  year  11)15  and  in  the  earlier  months 
the  year  follctwing.  In  n  letter  written  to  Miss  C.  E.  Mai 
of  The  Castle  tScho<jl,  Torrytown-on-the-Hudson,  under  date  d 
May  4,  IDIC,  Mii^s  Boardinan  stated  that  "200  women  in  tU 
Naval  Service  Scln^nl  arc  tnking  cinirses  in  First  Aid,  Hoiaj 
Care  of  the  Sick  and  Dicfeiirs  and  Surgical  Dressinjr*.  Thed 
anirses/'  wrote  Miss  Boardman,  "are  all  given  under  trainel 
nurses."  j 

While  such  limited  inatruetion  in  diet  may  have  been  all  tha 
was  thiinght  necessary  under  tin*  original  plan.  Miss  DelaoJ 
was  (|uick  Ui  recognize  that  the  eoiintrv  was  appronchinfi^  a  i'risij 
in  which  the  best  possilile  work  in  ea<'h  line  ui  serviee  woull 
be  ni'cdcd.  In  n  letter  to  I'raft  Institute  dated  July  2,  lOlfl 
slie  stati'd  that  "one  of  the  infltrnclnrs  in  dietetics  in  the  publi 
schools  of  Washington,  Miss   liiith  Tiffany,  was  goixl  enou| 
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last  year  to  give  a  course  of  lessona  in  Dieteties  which  was 
orgiinizod  under  the  auspices  of  the  American  Red  Cross." 

This  was  the  beginning  of  a  correspondence  with  u  numl)er  of 
home  economics  people  in  regard  to  the  preparation  of  a  text- 
book on  the  subject  of  **Food  Vahiea  and  Home  Dietetics"  for 
use  in  similar  cIhsscs.  As  a  result,  such  a  book  was  prepared 
by  Miss  Ada  Z.  Fish,  head  of  tlie  department  of  art  and  home 
economies  of  the  Willium  IVnn  High  School  for  Girls,  Pliila- 
delphia. 

'i'lic  aim  uml  sccipc  of  thia  first  text-book  was  given  in  the 
author's  introduction: 

This  book  is  designed  for  general  use  in  classes  to  be  taught 
nn<ler  tlie  supervision  of  the  American  Red  Cross  Nursing 
Service.  The  aim  of  the  course  is  to  pive  in  a  simple  way  the 
underlying  principles  of  ccH)kery.  These  are  presented  in  fif- 
teen IcKsons.  There  are  also  directions  for  fourteen  lessons  in 
practical  cookery.'' 

The  book  was  not  ready  for  circulation  until  in  February,  1917 ; 
meanwhile  little  classwork  was  attempted.  The  Annual  Report 
for  1016  said: 

During  the  year  fdur  experimentii)  classes  in  dietetics  were 
held,  with  a  total  enrollment  of  43  pupils,  and  30  certificates 
in  this  course  were  issued. 

These  classes  were  organized  under  the  direction  of  Miss  Noycs 
and  were  taught  by  dietitians. 

The  new  aspects  of  the  work  were  voiced  in  the  same  report: 

A  great  interest  in  this  course  in  home  dietetics  has  been 
evinced  aiul  the  necessity  for  qualiOed  instructors  as  well  as 
for  dietitians  for  bnse  buspitals  has  resulted  in  the  organiza- 
tion of  a  national  committee  on  dietitians,  of  whicli  Miss 
,,,  Emma  A.  (Junther  of  Teiuhers'  t'ollego,  is  the  chairman.  It 
is  liuped  ultimately  to  organize  local  tonnnitte*?tf  to  assist 
with  the  work  of  enrolling  dietitians  for  this  purpose. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  N«tionfll  Committee  on  Red  Cross  Nurs- 
ing Service  held  in  Wnshiufrton,  December  1*J,  101(>,  ^Nfiss  Gun- 
ther'a  appointment  whs  approved.     1'he  other  members  of  the 
I    committee  as  chosen  by   Miss  Onnther,   Anne   W.   Goodrich, 
I    Elva  A.  George  and  "ly  Lord,  were  also  approved.    At; 
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an  adjourned  meeting  on  the  same  date  the  chairman 
Cominittt^e  on  Dietitians  was  made  an  cx-officio  menaber  o; 
National  Committor  on  Red  Cross  Nursing  Servioe 

At  this  me^'ting  Miss  Gnnther  outlined  very  briefly  the  M 
that  had  l>een  done  and  such  plans  for  organization  as  had  t 
formulKtod.  She  spoke  of  the  opportunities  for  dieritiana 
connection  with  tlie  Red  Cmsa,  not  only  as  iuatrnetors  in! 
course  in  Home  Dietetics^  but  as  dietitians  for  bast*  hospi 
and  for  such  other  opportunities  as  might  eventually  pr« 
thcmaolvea. 

Even  while  this  committee  was  being  approved  in  the  pou! 
of  business  of  the  Deeenihor  meeting,  Miss  Delano  was  ani 
pating  the  need  for  a  larger  and  more  representative  commil 
in  order  to  compensate  for  the  lack  of  State  and  Local  Cm 
mittecs  on  Dietitians'  Service.     In  a  letter  to  Miss  Piah  na 
date  of  August  30,  H)10,  she  wrote: 

We  are  planning  to  increase  the  Committee  on  DietitJ 
securing  a  rcpreisentntive  woman  in  each  of  the  large 
who  will  help  us  in  securing  instructors  for  the  classea. 
Ounther  of  Teachers  College  is  chairman  of  this  eommi 
and  you  will  no  doubt  hear  from  hor  8oon  in  regard  to 
bership  on  her  committee,  and  1  do  hope  that  you  will 
that  you  can  accept  the  position.     I  am  quite  aure  that 
shall  have  diHuulty  in  securing  suitable  imitructors  and 
rely  upon  your  interest  and  cooperation. 

The  committee,  as  enlarged  during  the  early  mouths  of  19 

was  composed  of  the  following  members: 

OOMMITTBE  ON  RED  CKOSS  DIETITIAN  BBBV108 

Ex-officio  Member 
Miss  Jane  A.  Delano,  Chairman,  National  Committee  on  i 

Cro^^9  Nursing  Service. 
Miss  Edna  White,  Chairman,  Ohio  State  University,  Col 

bus,  Ohio. 
Miss  Emma  Ounther,  Teachers  College,  Columbia  Uni 

New  York  City. 
Miss  Isabel  K\y  Lord,  Pratt  Institute,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
Dr.  Ruth  Wh(?eler,  Gouoher  College,  Baltimore,  Md. 
Miss  r>enna  Cooper,  Battle  Creek  Sanitarium,  Battle  C 

Mich. 
Miss  Catherine  J.  MacKay,  Iowa  State  College,  Amei^  1 
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Dr.  Agues  F.  Morgan.  Fuivcrtiity  of  Califoruiii,  Berkeley.  Cal. 
Miss  Grace  E.  McCullough,  Peter  Bent  Brigimm  Hospital, 

Boston,  Mags. 
Miss  Ada  Z,  Fish,  William  Penn  High  School.  Philadelphia, 

Pa. 
Miss  EtUe  Haitt.  riiivtTtiily  of  Wasliiu^u,  Seattle,  Wash. 
Miss  Annie  W.  lioudrich.  Army  Sihuol  of  Nursing,  Surgeon 

Ueiierflrs  Otticp,  Washington,  I).  C 
Miss  Elva  A.  George,  Hed  Cross  Headquarters,  Washington, 

D.C. 
Miss  Emma  Sniedley,  I'hihidelpliin,  Pa. 
MisB  Helen  M,  Poi>o.  Carnegie  Institute,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 
Miss  Lnlu  Graves,  care  N!uilern  Hospital,  Chicago.  HI. 
Miss  Flora  Rose,  Cornell  rnivtTfity,  Ithaca,  New  York. 
Miss  Violet  Kyley*  Invalid   Soldiers  Commission,  Toronto, 

Canada. 
Miss  Alice  Loomis.  University  of  Nebraska.  Lincoln,  Nebr. 
Miss  Clara  Colhurn,  University  of  Chicago,  Chicago,  III. 


Later,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  chairman,  Miss  White,  Miss 
Einmu  C(nik'V,  who  was  in  Washington  tcnipornrily,  acted  as 


I     chairman  of  the  cormnittec  during  her  stay  in  order  to  facili- 

I      tate  the  work. 

I  In  May,  1017,  Miss  George,  a  memher  of  the  committee,  a 

I  graduate  of  Pratt  Institute,  iiriKiklyn,  and  long  associated  with 
Mt.  Sinai  Hospital,  New  York  C-ity,  was  brought  to  Ked  Cross 
Headquarters  to  take  charge  of  the  enrollment  of  dietitians 
and  the  organization  of  classes  in  Home  Dietetics, 

In  the  face  of  the  prospect  of  war  which  overshadowed  the 
country,  no  better  statement  of  the  organization  aims  and 
obligations  of  the  new  Dietitian  Service  of  the  Red  Cross  could 
have  been  formulated  than  that  e^jntained  in  Miss  Noyes'  circu- 
lar letter  to  dietitians,  issued  in  January,  1917: 


The  development  of  the  educational  work  and  the  organi- 
zation of  base  hospital  units  under  the  auspices  of  the 
American  I^ed  Cross  has  created  a  demand  for  qualified  and 
experienceil  dietitians. 

The  opportunities  for  dietitians  in  this  service  may  be 
grouped  for  the  present  under  two  main  divisions. 

A.  Tn?Jtruetors  in  Home  Dietctica. 

B.  Dietitians  for  base  hospitals. 
The  course  in  Himie  Dietetics  given  under  the  nu#:pice9  of 

the  American  Hed  Cross  should  he  given  by  a  dietitian  who 
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meet8  the  requiremontfl  as  <?stabli8lie(l  by  the  Central  Com- 
mittee oii  DietitiauH  of  the  American  Red  Crosa.  This  com- 
mittee passes  upon  the  credent ials  of  apptiounte  and  reccm 
mends  to  the  Bureau  of  NurKin<^  Service  such  dietitianfi  & 
appear  to  meet  all  the  requirements  fur  instructors, 

CMasses  in  Hume  Dietetic?  are  now  Itein^  cir^auized  in  «l! 
parts  of  the  I'nitcd  States,  and  it  is  the  desire  of  the  Red 
Cro»8  to  keep  on  file  at  the  Xational  Headquarters  ns  ci>tn- 
plete  a  list  as  possible  of  qualified  dietitians  who  are  ready  to 
aerve  as  instructor?.  A  textlKKik  has  been  prepare*!  by  Mi** 
A.  Z.  Fish,  William  Penn  High  School.  Philadelphia,  and 
mav  be  secured  from  the  Red  Cross  at  a  cost  of  one  dolUr 
($1.00). 

The  course  in  Home  Dietetics  consists  of  fifteen  lesMns  of 
three  hours  each.  Full  jtarlirulars  explaining  the  manage- 
ment of  the  cla^iscs  will  be  forwarded  upon  request. 

Dietitians  are  also  needed  to  take  care  of  the  special  diets 
in  connection  with  the  base  hospitals  now  being  organized 
by  the  Red  Cross.  Base  hospitals  arc  organized  around  civil 
institutions  in  time  of  peace  in  order  that  we  may  bo  preparwl 
in  event  of  war  to  send  out  groups  of  nurses,  doctors  and 
other  personnel  who  are  accustomed  to  working  together. 
The  dietitians  are  enrolled  with  the  nursing  8t4iff  and  at  tha 
same  salar)*,  $50  per  mouth. 

It  is  also  desired  to  keep  lists  of  dietitians  who  will  b«; 
available  for  dietetic  work  in  convalescent  hospitals,  refiwb- 
ment  rooms,  etc.  If  it  is  your  desire  to  enroll  for  any  one  of 
these  services,  kindly  fill  out  the  intlused  application  blankt 
and  return  to  the  Bureau  of  Nursing  Service,  Wa£hiugt«tfi« 
D.  C.  ^ 

The  year  1917  showed  a  rapid  development  of  this  setriee 
Professional  home  economics  workers,  although  already  busy 
with  tests,  experiments  and  th**  preparation  of  litoraturi'  fnf 
the  solving  of  stmie  of  the  problems  which  the  country  would  he 
culled  upon  to  face  in  the  const^rvntion  of  fmxl  and  other  ma- 
terials and  in  the  safeguarding  of  health,  were  stirnxl  by  this 
added  opportunity  for  service  under  the  standard  of  tlie  Red 
Cross.  The  first  dietitian  was  enrolled  February  3,  1917; 
by  the  end  of  the  year  six  hundred  and  forty-five  dietitians  had 
been  enrolled  as  instructors  and  an  additional  two  hundred  aad 
eleven  for  Red  Cross  service  in  military  hospitals.  The  fink 
classes  in  Home  Dietetics  were  organized  in  February  and  by 
the  end  of  Octol>er,  1017,  HOO  classes  had  completed  the  c»)ur«e 
of  instruction,  and  2801  certiticates  had  been  Usued.     At  tha 
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ime  of  making  the  annual  report  classes  in  Home  Dietetics 
were  being  held  in  otic  hundred  and  forty-uine  teaching  centers. 
How  successful  this  bureau  was  in  enrolling  and  assigning 
dietitians  for  war  sen'iee  was  summarized  in  Miss  Delano*s 
statement  before  the  Twenty-first  Annual  Convention  of  the 
American  Nurses'  Association  in  1918  in  which  she  stated  that 
85  Red  Cross  dietitians  were  ihen  in  service  In  eautonment  and 
naval  hospitals  while  48  others  had  been  assigned  to  base  hos- 
pital units  and  J!  to  French  military  hospitals  under  R(*d  Cross 
6uper\'iflion^  making  n  total  of  lli^J. 

**We  were  fortunate/'  concluded  Aliss  Delano,  **in  developing 
this  service  just  before  the  needs  of  war  came  upon  us,  and  so 
we  ha\'e  been  able  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  Army,  the  Navj', 
and  special  divisions  of  our  own  work." 

Although  the  record  of  the  total  enrollment  of  dietitians  by 
the  Red  Cross  during  the  year  1017  was  gratifying,  on  April  6 
but  twenty  had  b*^en  listed  as  qualified  for  service  with  base 
hospital  units.  By  the  end  of  June  the  enrollment  had  reached 
lixty-nine.  Of  these,  nine  had  been  assigned  to  units  which 
lailed  for  France  during  May  and  June.  Later  in  the  year 
Hiss  Uelano  reported  that  seventeen  were  on  active  duty  with 
mse  hospitals  in  France  and  that  eighteen  had  been  assigned 
0  cantonment  hospilala  in  this  country. 

As  ia  stuted  in  another  clu»p(er  the  first  six  base  hospital  units 
■)  be  sent  to  France  from  this  country,  Alay  and  Junc^  1017, 
'ere  loaned  to  the  British  Government  and  assigned  to  work 
ith  the  British  Expeditionary  Forces.  These  were  followed 
most  immediately  by  assignments  to  the  American  Expedi- 
nnary  Forces,  to  camps  and  cantonments  in  this  country,  and 
1  the  Navy. 

The  distinction  of  being  the  first  dietitian  to  enter  active 

rvice  overseas  may  be  claimed  by  Florence  Bettnian  '  of  Base 

ospital   Unit  Is\-».   10,  Pennsylvania   Hospital,   Philadelphia, 

by  Anne  T.  Upham,^  Base  Hospital  Unit  No.  4,  Lakeside 

Florence  Bettman  was  born  in  Jersey  City,  X.  J.,  attended  echool  at 
linfield  .<i'minary.  and  received  her  technical  training  in  Boston  and  as 
)il  dietitian  in  Jefferson  Hospital.  Philadelphiu.  Ijater  hIic  huld  posi- 
IS  aM  dietitian  in  liie  Vacution  }luUbe  of  the  Pentiaylvania  lloupital  for 

Tnsane,  and   in  the  Presbyterinn  Ilnnpilal,  Philiidelphia. 
Annfi  T.   Uphani   was  born  at   Keene.  N<^w   Hampshire.     She  attended 
K)l    Bt    Wheaton    Seminary    utid    completed    tiie    full    courtH*    in    home 
loniica     nt     Rimtiionw     CoUege,     Honton.      After     tearhinjr     in     Proctor, 
mont,   for  one  year,   she  lecRnie  asnintant   dietitian   in   Lakeside  Hoa- 

],  Cleveland. 
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H^spital^  Cleveland,  for  the  tea 
on  whieli  Ixjtb  of  these  units  sailed 
A  report  uiade  by  Mias  Upham 


i  stm 


I  was  attnehed  to  Base  Hospital 
at  General  Hospital  No.  9.  British 
lEoucn.  France.  As  dietitian,  I  liv( 
nndcr  the  chief  nursp,  and  was  go 
and  regidatious  as  the  Army  nurses, 
1917,  to  September  14,  1917,  consid 
the  nurses'  mess  and  tlic  housekee] 
quarters.  From  Septenil)er  14,  IS 
my  duties  were  to  plan,  prepare  a 
patients.  I  had  no  otlice  and  no  sp< 
work  was  done  in  the  big  hospital  k 
rations.  I  also  planned  and  prepa 
sick  officer  patients  who  were  in  t 
time,  the  special  diets  had  increased 
to  10  per  cent  of  the  t«ta!  numlwr  ( 
by  June  10,  1918.  On  this  date, 
charge  of  the  planning,  preparing  s 
all  patients*  as  well  us  planning  ai 
diets  and  the  officer  patients'  diet^ 
also  had  charge  of  the  cooks  and  ki 
no  mess  sergeant  in  the  patients*  k 
these  duties  until  January  25th,  19 
closed.  By  this  time.  I  had  obtain 
nurses,  officers,  and  especiall)'  of  the 
for  me,  I  was  in  a  British  ha^pit 
been  a  dietitian,  coubequently  I  bu 
olhcials  that  we  could  be  of  service, 
many  dietitians  were,  by  a  mess  i 
about  feeding  a  largo  number  of  jn 
knew  it  all.  To  me,  it  was  very  inl 
could  be  done  with  very  litl 
rations,  .  .  . 

At  first  the  general  opinion 
knew  only  how  to  serve  ice  cream 
were  impossible  in    France.     Thew 
drnwn  that  they  were  useless  mei 
zation. 

For  any  one  with  a  sense  of  hi 
happenings.  Ou  one  uecaslou  whe^ 
offif-er  read  th*^  roster  of  oar  u 
**dictitian"  after  my  iiumc.  he  saM^ 
is  that?'*    As  it  happened,  he  did  n 
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firul  out  that  "that  creature"  was  of  some  uso.  One  day  a 
Briti^ih  oflu-ial  was  inspecting  the  kitchen,  and  I  was  inlro- 
diiced  to  him  hy  the  British  quartermaster  as  '*our  lady 
cook."  At  first  I  RGonied  to  he  considered  as  merely  q  cook 
by  the  English,  and  oftentimes,  much  to  my  disgust,  by  the 
Americans,  who  it  seemed  to  me  should  have  known  better. 


The  Pt'tpr  Ecnt  Brighnm  Hospital  Unit  sailed  May  11.  The 
dietitiiiii  with  this  unit  was  Marjorie  Hulsizer,*  of  Winchester, 
Mass.j  Hospital. 

The  duties  which  fell  to  iliss  Hulsi/cr,  while  she  remained 
with  the  British  Expeditionary  Forces,  served  as  a  gctod  illustra- 
tion of  the  lack  of  standardization  of  the  work  of  dietitians  of 
which  Miaa  Uphara  wrote.  Howfver,  this  condition  was  not 
peculiar  to  the  British  military  organization. 

In  a  letter  to  Red  Cross  Hcudvpiarters  the  chief  nurse  of  the 
unit  spoke  of  Miaa  Hulsizer's  assignment: 


Of  course  her  work  is  nothing  like  she  had  expected  or 
hoped,  and  I  do  not  know  whether  she  will  slump  profession- 
ally or  not.  I  hope  not.  But  the  diet  system  of  the  hospitals 
of  the  British  Expeditionary  Forces  is  so  Grmly  established 
that  it  would  require  an  Act  of  Parliament  to  sanction  the 
inlrodiirtioii  of  a  trained  dietitian,  neither  would  they  know 
wlmt  it  means.  So  she  is  the  "home  HiHler."  She  looks  after 
our  quarters,  runs  the  metis,  does  the  marketing,  engineers  the 
laundry  women  nnd  is  admired  by  everyone  .  .  .  down  to  the 
cook  in  the  kitchen. 


I 

I  Miss  Hulsizer  herself  wrote  a  breezy  account  of  her  duties 

I      at  this  time: 


We  draw  rations  every  morning  of  hacon»  rice,  onions, 
potatoes,  tinned  meat,  milk,  cocoa,  jam,  oleomargarine,  jwrk 
and  beans,  sugar,  salt,  tt^a,  cheese,  bread,  muHtard.  pepjier, 
pickles,  and  coal  and  ice  when  they  have  it.  1  feed  about 
one  hundred  and  twenty  pcof)Ie.  We  draw  rations  for  eighty 
and  since  we  are  Hlluwed  tliree  shillings  for  each  person,  we 
take  the  remainder  for  the  one  hundred  and  twenty  in  money 
which  gives  me  what  is  called  mess  monev.  With  it  I  buy 
fresh  vegetables,  fruit  and  other  things  not  procurable  in  the 


p 

I  "Marjorie  Tlnlnicpr  was  born  in  Fleminj^nn,  Ne* 

I  Collt'ijt'   and    later   graduated    from   Simmons   C 

I  dietitian  in  the  IVter  Ueut  Hrigtmiu  Huspital 

I  At  WiodieHtLT. 


ftttended  OtKTlin 

**   was   a    pupi! 

up  her  wurk 
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rations  or  from  the  canteens  near  camp.  The  old  mi 
women  Himke  hands  with  me,  tell  me  that  before  the  wi 
over  I  shall  apeak  excellent  French,  and  they  complete 
occasion  by  handing  me  a  hunch  of  flowers*  a  *'soiiveiJ 
Sonic  days  we  get  enough  flowers  to  make  'the  mesa  h 
rejifular  bower.  For  marketing  I  nm  allowed  a  Red  ( 
and>nlanee.  One  of  mv  P.  B.  men  goes  with  me  to  carry 
ha>^ket^  and  the  oflicers^  mess  cook  goes  in  at  the  same  tim 
do  his  l>uying. 

These  ambulances  are  driven  by  girls  from  England,    i 
a  different  one  detailed  to  me  each  tmie  and  I  so  enjoy  tall 
tn    thcni.      Their    regular    work    consists    in    carrying 
wounded  from  the  trains  to  the  hospitals. 

The  other  pari  of  my  work  is  to  keep  the  Sisters'  quart 
seven  huts,  nine  tents  and  seven  alwyns.  or  jwrtables,  and 
bathhouses  clean.  For  lliat  I  had  three  V.  B.  men,  but  t 
have  re<'ently  gone  u!id  all  I  have  now  is  one  pntient  deta 
to  my  work  full  time  and  two  patients  two  hours  a  dav 
can  do  no  scrubbing  or  hard  work,  but  we  rub  along  sonaeli 

That  things  did  turn  out  well  at  last  for  this  particular  d« 
tiau,  was  chronicled  in  a  letter  which  Miss  Hulsizc-r  wrote 
th«  Director  of  Red  Cross  Nutrition  Sen'ice  at  Washing 
after  her  return  fmni  France: 

After  I  left  the  *B.  K.  F.  in  December,  1918,  I  went  to 
American  Hospital,  Base  r»7,  in  Paris,  for  as  soon  as  1  leard 
that  my  unit,  the  Peter  Bent  Brigham.  was  to 'be  sent  homd 
asked  Miss  Hall,  chief  nurse  of  the  Red  Cross  in  Paris*! 
find  out  if  I  could  be  transferred  to  the  A.  E.  F,  I  felt  thai 
couldn't  go  home  without  haWng  the  experience  of  feed| 
the  patients  tiiemselves.  She  immediately  arranged  it  for 
M'ith  Miss  Stimson. 

•  •  ■  •  • 

The  hospital  in  Paris,  No.  57,  had  been  a  large  one.  Tb 
were  nearly  a  thousand  patients  when  I  arrived.  In  my  m 
kitchen  we  prepared  food  for  four  hundreil  and  on  down  I 
fifty,  and  for  one  on  the  day  1  left.  The  work  was  iuterwti 
atjd  1  enjoyed  working  with  the  American  soldiers.  They  i 
the  most  considerate,  thoughtful,  intelligent  and  easily  tauj 
boys  1  have  ever  seen.  With  the  B.  E.  F.  I  had  been  runni 
things  absolutely  on  my  own.  A  certain  sum  of  money 
given  me  each  week  by  the  chief  nurse  and  I  did  the  bayi 
and  kept  the  accounts.  At  No.  1*7  I  found  a  mess  oflicer 
whom  I  appeared  to  be  responsible.    Nothing  was  ttcpkil 
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to  me.  I  wflfi  left  to  *'fall  into  things,"  and  I  fell.  The  moss 
officer  was  a  tnoM  cliHl*  iilt  one  to  get  along  with,  but  he  was 
really  very  etticient  and  I  respected  his  ability  if  not  his 
perH)naIity.  Finally,  one  day,  I  had  n  little  talk  with  him 
**mnii  to  man"  ami  aftt-r  that  we  got  along  fpleudidly.  He 
allowed  me  to  buy,  or  to  have  boiigiit,  nearly  everything  that 
I  neede<i.  Occasionally  1  had  to  do  a  little  explaining,  but 
usually  my  orders  were  unque-stioned. 

On  tlie  whole,  my  experience  in  France  was  free  from 
friction.  I  wanted  to  tell  you  this,  as  I  have  heard  so  many 
dietitians  say  that  they  have  had  most  uncomfortable  times. 
I  never  have  had  to  do  any  of  the  cooking  myself.  I  was 
always  given  plenty  of  cooks  and  K.  P.'h.  But  1  liked  to  have 
the  boys  feel  that  I  actually  could  do  thincs  myself,  so  I  often 
spent  a  good  deal  of  time  in  the  diet  kitchen  preparing  food. 

On  June  10  Base  Hospital  Unit  No.  2  from  the  Pn^sbvterian 
Hospital  oi  ^pw  York  City  ussiuncd  charge  of  British  ^lilitary 
Hospital  No.  1  at  Le  Treportj  Franco.  Mary  Radford  Harold, 
a  graduate  (»f  the  Metropolitan  Hospital  School  of  Nursing,  of 
New  York  City,  and  spoeial  student  at  (■olnmbia  University, 
acted  as  a  dietitian  with  this  unit,  although  she  was  enrolled 
as  a  reserve  nurse.  Miss  Harold  did  not  sail  with  the  unit 
but  took  up  lier  work  later  in  the  smumer. 

The  tifth  unit  in  the  assignment  to  the  British,  Base  Hos- 
pital No.  12,  from  the  Northwestern  University  Medical  School 
and  C<x>k  County  Hospital,  sailed  Jlay  IJ),  on  the  S.  S,  Mon- 
golia, On  account  of  the  tragic  accident  happening  a  few  days 
out,  which  is  described  in  another  chapter,  the  Mongolia  re- 
turned to  New  York,  but  on  May  22  again  sailed  for  France. 
With  this  unit  were  two  dietitians,  Mary  Lindsley/  house 
director  and  business  manager  of  the  Illinois  Training  School 
for  Nursing,  and  Margaret  Knight, °  head  resident  of  Willard 
Hall,  Northwestern  University.     Although   Mias  Knight *8  ap- 

*  Mary  LindBk-y  was  Iwm  in  Green  Village.  New  Jerney.  Sho  attended 
school  at  KasttTn  Seminnry  and  latter  graduated  from  Pratt  Institute, 
Brooklyn.  She  was  dietitian  for  the  Harrishurg  Genera f  Hoapital  for  two 
years,  was  with  the  Woman's  Hospital  of  Northwefltern  Cniversity  Medical 
School  for  two  years  and  a  half,  and  had  heen  with  the  Illinois  Training 
School  for  Xurwing  for  four  years  at  the  time  of  receiving  Jicr  appointment 
to  military   service. 

■Margaret  Knight  was  bom  in  Ann  Arlwr,  Michigan.  She  graduated 
from  Vasaar  Collepe  and  later  received  the  degree  of  Slaater  of  Arts  from 
Ohio  State  VniviTsity,  speoializing  in  French.  Her  training  in  Food  and 
Nutritinn    wh»   recef  the    Department  of   Home   Ecouomica   of   the 

latt«r  institution. 
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pointmont  was  primarily  as  an  inteq 
eigned  to  duly  on  tho  hospital  staff. 

All  through  the  report  submitted 
radiated  an  optimism  seemingly  untou 
ships  which  were  beyond  any  one's  c< 
British  custom,  (including  tea  for  hrea 
"Act  of  Parliament" ).  Iler  descriptioi 
tions  gave  evidence  of  her  disposi^a 
things:  ^ 

The  bathhouses  were  in  reality  k 
middle  for  heatinjij  the  water.  No 
Finding  one's  bath  'lay  poj^ted  niea 
putting  on  a  trench  roat  and  rul 
through  ruin  and  t^lush  to  find  icleli 
tub.  And  yet  1  know  of  n»>  one  « 
other\('iFe  made  ill,  by  the  tramps 
taking  a  bath  in  the  cold  place. 

Perhaps  the  most  trying  thing  in  the 
"long  arm"  method  which  she  was  call 
her  work.  The  British  military  mess 
izcd  and  no  woman,  dietitian  or  other 
to  the  mess  kitchen.  In  spite  of  the  f 
commanding  officer  of  the  unit,  made 
Division  Director  of  Military  Servic* 
allowed  a  diet  kitchen,  the  thing  sin 
Her  suggestions  and  orders  were  all  fo 
on  the  outside  and  reached  the  kitch 
geantfi.  Nevertheless,  ah«*  reported  as 
made  the  wnrk  plf»Msaiit  nnd  intcrostini 
sergeants  to  secure  gn'uter  variety  i' 
substitutions  for  the  regular  army  rati 
recipi»9  for  using  tlie  limited  materials 
of  BiK'h  II  sen'ice  as  this  following  the 
when  the  Gerrann  submarines  had  "Ix 
transjxirts,  can  well  be  imagined.    ^| 

Another  paragraph  of  Miss   Lixtoi 
war  has  its  playtime  as  well  as  its  mo 


Perhaps  one  of  the  most  intorestu 
our  Field  Day.  July  4.  1918.    As  tl 
us  at  different  times  with  their  He 
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len  of  our  unit  decided  it  was  up  to  us  to  entertain  them 
with  sonic  real  American  sports.  The  Fourth  of  July  was  the 
day  set.  and  invitations  were  sent  out  to  all  the'surrounding 
camps.  Back  of  our  camp  was  a  plain  hetweon  two  eloping 
hills  and  this  was  selected  as  our  natural  amphitheater.  The 
day  was  perfect  and  it  was  a  beautiful  sight  to  see  the  uniform 

I  of  each  of  the  Allied  Forces  against  the  background  of  ^reen 
hills  and  blue  sky,  Tlie  ''Silver  Quoen/'  a  large  British 
dirigible,  which  pntrollcd  our  coast  on  the  hiokout  for  sub- 
marines, came  in  and  lluated  over  the  amphitheater.  Farther 
out  in  the  Channel  were  '^submarine  chasers"  ready  for  any 
action  timl  niiglit  he  demanded  of  them. 

While  the  spurts  were  In  progress  a  fleet  of  German  obser- 
vation*planes  flew  over,  dropping  some  of  their  light  bombs, 
which  hur^t,  making  little  curly  cloutls  in  the  air,  but  not  one 

for  the  three  thousand  spectators  left  his  place,  so  interested 
was  every  one  in  the  sports  and  so  snrc  that  nothing  more  than 
an  observation  fleet  would  he  passing  so  early  in  the  after- 
noon. [One  wouJd  be  glad  to  believe  that  the  Germane  pur- 
posely selected  their  lightest  bombs  as  a  concession  due  to  the 
occasion.     Kd.] 

The  tea  and  sandwiches  which  were  served  after  the  sports 
were  finished  represented  work  to  which  the  camp  kitchen 
crews  had  contributed  all  their  spare  time. 

In  concluding  her  report  Miss  Lindsley  stated : 

May  I  summarize  my  experience  by  saying  that  to  me  the 
difliculties  of  the  situation  never  seemed  to  be  very  great,  but 
the  np|n>rtunities  of  it  were  so  tremendous  tlmt  there  was  not 
time  enough  in  the  dfiy  to  encompass  them.  Imagination  was 
required  anj  adaptability  was  required,  and  when  these  two 
were  put  together  the  diificulties  were  never  insurmountable. 

tfias  Eaiight'a  account  of  her  experiences  in  the  same  hos- 
l1  read  in  part  as  follows: 

We  reached  Camiers  June  11,  1917,  late  at  night  What 
We  could  *:ce  of  the  lioi*pital  seemed  to  be  only  huge  tent 
wards  with  a  few  frame  and  metal  buildings  for  administra- 
tion offices,  operating  rooms*  cook  houses^  etc.  There  were 
only  three  wards  nut  under  canvas  and  our  hospital  had  1850 
beds,  later  enlarged  to  2250.  Tlie  women's  quarters  were  one- 
story  huts  with  rooms  fnr  two;  the  bathhouse  in  a  separate 
metal  building,  ami  Ihe  kitchen,  mess  and  sitting  room  in  a 
larger  hut  somewhat  more  carefully  built.  The  night  of  our 
arrival  wo  slept  on  boards  with  straw  mattresses,  but  within  a 
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few  days  our  army  cots  had  arrived, 
some  Pittientialfl,  such  &s  a  hasiu 
iiupruvised  rhiflouier  and  curtaini 
comfortable  for  the  warm  months 
vinter  the  cold  was  uhnost  unendui 
per  person  per  day  is  a  pretty  sm 
saved  it  until  wc  could  both  be 


stove  did  its  best  for  us. 


i 


When,  during  the  war,  Miss  Kcig 
letter  from  her  in  which  she  gave  an 
lowance,  they  proceeded,  to  weigh  out 
order  to  visualize  more  clearly  just  \ 
such  an  amount  of  fuel  might  be,  and  i 
"We  looked  at  that  little  heap  of 
other." 

Miss  Knight's  report  continued: 


and  I 

1 


mi 


The  work  given  the  dietitians  wa 
tnl.  Sometimes  they  cared  for  the  r 
otcasiunal  aHsistaiice  given  to  the 
places  the  dietitian  prepared  food  f< 
still  elsewhere  she  would  have  charj 
diet  kitchen  or  the  general  walki 
This  last  was  niy  special  assignraen 

The  dinijig  tent  seated  HvM),  eigh' 
was  done  cafeteria  style  and  all  tl 
ojien  lot  from  the  cook  house.  Wi 
warmer,  a  huge  box  lined  with  piece 
boxes  flattened  out.  The  shelves  w( 
and  the  heat  was  furuitthed  by  a  litl 
shelf.  When  the  meal  was  finishe 
dishes  to  the  exit  and  doposite<I  ti 
tliey  were  taken  by  the  dish-washe 
The  washing  was  done  out  of  doow 
over  tent  poles  protected  the  disfi^ 
stoves  each  holding  a  huge 
filled  with  water.  It  took  neai 
keep  these  six  fires  going  and  tlie  co 
Siimetiniea  we  fed  1150  each  meal 
wibtlied  and  returned  to  the  w;rvin 
l>e8t  wc  could  do  was  to  serve  7'^5  ] 
that  long  line  of  wounded  and  sic] 
in  the  mud  and  rain  waiting  for  th 
in  mj  memory.    We  had 


r  <ioorfi 
dis^^ 
poM 
lear^ 
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could  flit  till  a  chance  came  to  get  mto  the  dining  tent,  but 
nothing  would  induce  thein  to  use  it  no  matter  what  the 
weather.  The  herding  instinct  was  too  great  or  else  the  army 
habit  of  a  cue  was  too  strong  to  overcome. 

*  •  •  ■  ■ 

In  the  afternoons  and  evenings  the  dining  tent  was  used 
ae  a  cUih  room.  We  always  niamijjed  to  keep  om^  of  the  three 
stoves  going  and  the  men  would  gather  in  groups  around  the 
wiirm  oasis  on  a  winter  night  to  write,  play  cards  or  read. 

The  two  Christmascs  were  the  bright  spots,  the  rest  of  the 
nearly  two  years  of  overseas  work  was  made  up  of  hard  work, 
air  raid;!,  cold,  rain,  uncertainty  of  supplier*  wounded,  nick 
and  complaining''  men.  As  professional  dietitians^  we  had 
little  chance  to  put  into  prnotico  the  training  we  had  received; 
as  womei»  we  had  the  chance  of  a  lifetime  to  use  as  best  we 
could  whrtt  was  given  us  of  equipnunt  and  supplies  and,  I)e8t 
of  all,  to  give  to  hundrerls  of  men  a  bit  of  cheer  and  kindness. 
To  see  the  lin^s  smooth  out  of  a  nervc-woru  face,  the  grulfur 
traits  of  human  beings  slip  into  the  background  under  your 
etforts,  those  are  the  things  that  should  remain  in  our  minds 
as  in  a  measure  offsetting  the  horrors  and  the  weariness  and 
the  anxieties  of  those  months. 


The  last  unit  to  assume  charge  of  a  British  hospital  during 
the  year  1917  was  Base  Uospitul  Unit  No.  21,  of  the  Washing- 
ton University  Medical  School  of  St.  Louis.  Rachel  Watkina 
of  Barnes  Hospital,  St.  Louis,  was  the  dietitian. 

Although  the  dictitiuna  in  the  British  area  (rarricd  on  their 
work  under  the  distinct  limitatifjns  of  an  old  and  rigid  military 
system,  they  succeeded  in  uiukiug  their  usefulness  felt  and  five 
of  the  mnnbcr  were  d(H*nrated  by  the  British  Oovcrnment. 

The  splendid  enthusiasm  shown  by  the  dietitinns  at  this  time, 
both  at  home  and  overseas,  was  equalled  only  by  the  nnomnlous 
nature  of  their  status  when  once  they  were  assigned  to  active 
duty.  Although  the  Military  Department  had  requested  the 
Ked  Cross  to  maintain  an  enrollment  of  women  professionally 
trained  as  dietitians,  nothing  was  done  in  the  way  of  defining 
the  duties,  rights  and  privileges  of  these  dietitians  after  their 
services  were  accepted.  The  Manual  for  the  Medical  Depart- 
ment of  the  United  States  Army  for  191(5,  stated: 


Sec.  239,  Page  85 

When  the  number  of  sick  requiriaf 
commanding  otlieer  of  the  hospital 


'  diet  is  large,  the 
di  one  or  more 
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diet  kitchens  for  the  preparation  of  their  food,  under 
immediate  direction  of  such  skilled  dietists  as  are  avaiUbl 
Competent  dietists  belonging  to  the  Nurse  Corps  may 
assigned  to  thin  duty.  Rules  for  the  management  of  dii 
kitchens  will  be  prescribed  by  the  commanding  officer  of  tl 
hospital  according  to  the  particular  needs  of  each  case. 

And  in  Section  760,  page  227,  the  enumeration  of  peraoniM 
allowed  a  base  hospital  concluded  with  the  following: 

46  nurses,  female  (1  chief  nurse,  1  assistant  to  chief  nun 
41  in  wards,  2  in  operating  room,  1  diettst). 

There  appeared  in  all  this  little  more  than  a  rather 
idea  that  some  competent  nurse  might  be  intrusted  with  aped 
dietary  work.  j 

The  information  given  out  hy  the  Tied  Cross  under  date  i 
August  5,  lOlG,  did  not  go  much  farther  in  the  matter  of  statu 
In  a  circular  letter  to  the  chief  nurse,  "in  re  to  dietitians  fi 
base  hospital  units,"  Miss  Delano  said: 

It  1ms  been  decided  that  if  a  dietitian  is  appointed  «» 
member  of  the  unit  she  shall  be  counted  as  one  of  the  fil 
nurses  and  will  probably  receive  tlie  same  salary  allowed 
nurses.  I  think  it  important  that  there  should  be  no  mi 
understanding  in  regard  to  the  dietitian  being  tuider  t 
direction  of  the  chief  nurse  of  the  unit,  as  otherwise  thd 
might  be  friction  and  difficulties.  .  .  . 


It  was  evident  that  Miss  Delano  was  proceeding  along 
line  indicated  in  the  Manual  of  the  Medical  Department 
thus  rating  the  dietitians  as  "c<)mj>ctent  dietista   belonging 
the  Xurse  Corps.*"     But,  according  to  reguhitiona,  members 
the  Army  Nurse  Corps  '*shall  be  graduates  of  hospital  traini 
schools."     Since  dietitians  received  their  training  from  qu 
another  source  they  could  not  be  included  and  no  provision 
military  rating  for  a  woman  nnfstde  the  Army  Nurse  Co 
had  been  made  by  the  Military  Department — a  situation  w. 
could  not  then  be  remedied  except  by  Act  of  Congresa. 
such  action  was  almost  beyond  the  possibility  of  securing 
the  time*  nothing  remained  for  the  dietitian  but  a  poaitioo 
a  civilian  (employee,  and  the  following  circular  was  aent  « 
from  Ked  Cross  Headquarters,  October  2,  1917: 
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When  a  dietitian  is  not  a  nurse  Khe  comes  under  the  head* 

ing  of  a  civilian  employee  and  should  be  included  in  the 
civilian  list.  Each  chief  nurse  should  communicate  with  the 
medical  director  in  order  to  reserve  a  vacancy  for  the 
dietitian  in  this  group.  If  this  is  not  done,  there  will  be  no 
oppo-tunity  to  secure  salary  and  transportation.  When  the 
dietitian  is  a  civilian  employee  a  bape  hospital  may  take  out 
66  nurses.  When  the  dietitian  is  also  an  enrolled  Red  Cross 
nurse  she  may  be  inehided  as  one  of  the  65  nurses. 

The  Red  Cross  provides  a  uniform  for  dietitians  consisting 
of  a  gray  worsted  dress,  cape,  long  uister  and  black  vclour  hat. 
This  should  be  worn  with  gray  gloves  and  high  black  bouts 
with  low  heels. 


The  result  was  that  the  dietitian  found  herself  still  in  the 
Nurse  Corps,  but  "not  of  it,"  a  civilian  employee  '*with  a  differ- 
ence/' and  also  without  rank  in  a  situation  where  authority 
was  the  first  requisite  in  getting  things  accomplished.  Added 
to  this,  complications  in  connection  with  the  Nursing  Service 
itself  overseas  were  requiring  strict  attention  from  Ked  Cross 
Headquarters,  the  American  Dietetics  Association  had  not  yet 
been  organized,  and  the  American  Home  Economics  Association, 
deeply  engrossed  as  it  was  with  the  work  of  food  conservation, 
was  giving  Httle  thought  to  dietitians  beyoud  encouraging  them 
to  enroll  for  service  under  the  Red  Cross, 

Manifestly,  so  far  as  the  dietitians  were  conoerned,  the  sit- 
uation could  he  summed  up  in  Kipling's  lines  descriptive  of  a 
certain  military  faux  pa.s,  *'lt  got  beyiuid  all  orders."  That 
it  did  not  also  get  ^'beyond  all  ^ope'*  was  due  to  several  reasons. 
First,  the  American  Expeditionary  Forces  were  guiltless  of 
much  of  the  tradition  that  belongs  to  an  old  and  crystallized 
military  organization,  iind  the  '^civilian*'  dietitians  were  re- 
ceived with  a  fair  degree  of  composure  if  not  always  with  posi- 
tive enthusiasm.  Perhaps  a  second  reason  why  the  dietitiaaa 
''muddled  through*'  as  well  as  they  did  was  that  they  were  in  a 
sense  undisciplined  ;  their  training  had  given  them  some  knowl- 
edge of  subject  matter,  along  with  a  general  desire  to  put  this  to 
practical  use,  but  they  were,  themselves,  little  used  to  the  disci- 
pline of  either  the  soldier  or  the  nurse  and,  as  a  consequence, 
they  went  into  the  work  '*ou  their  own,"  little  trmibled  by 
notions  of  pn^ct'deut,  proceeding  as  fast,  and  as  far  as  the  com- 
manding ofticcr  or  the  mesa  officer  woidd  permit.  Surely  u 
third  rea.wn  for  whatov*  W  the  dietitians  may  have  to 


1392  HISTORY  OF  AMERICAN  RED  CROSS  XURSINl 

their  credit  is  due  to  the  fact  that,  given  the  opportunity,  thm 
were  able,  in  most  in9taucc8»  to  demonstrate  the  value  of  thej 
service;  recognition  was  sometimes  slow  in  coming  but  it  ofiuall 
came.  | 

Following  the  Circular  of  October  2,  1917,  alreadv  quotea 
no  forrijal  action  in  regard  to  dietitians  was  taken  during  til 
remniiuJrr  of  the  year,  but  a  few  excerpts  from  the  report  d 
a  dietitian,  Mrs.  MacPhadyen  *  who  was  with  one  of  the  firi 
base  hospital  units  of  the  American  Expeditionary  Forca 
illustrated  well  some  of  the  points  which  have  just  b«?en  m&di 
In  her  report  she  said :  1 

We  sailed  from  New  York  August  7th,  1917,  arriving  il 
St  Nazaire  August  20th,  1917.  On  arrival  we  found  thd 
all  Ked  Cross  nurses  and  dietitians  were  transferred  to  tii 
Army.  We  did  not  feel  very  happy  about  this,  but  of  couifl 
there  was  nothing  to  do  but  make  the  best  of  it.  1 

However,  the  Hed  Cross  did  not  forsake  us.  After  nl 
arrived  at  our  destination  we  received  many  things  whic^ 
added  to  our  comfort. — blankets,  sweaters  and  warm  cloth«i| 
whieh  were  pr^atly  needed,  as  our  first  winter  was  very  col<l 

1  found  that  no  provision  had  been  made  by  the  Army  fed 
special  diets  or  diet  kitchens.  It  was  a  case  of  using  my  owl 
initiative  and  doing  what  I  thought  best  in  my  own  departi 
ment,  I  was  allowed  to  have  several  chests  of  cooking  utei 
sils  and  equipment  sent  by  the  Red  Cross,  and  I  began  m] 
work  by  taking  a  corner  of  the  main  kitchen  and  makii 
Bpecral  diets  for  the  sifk,  which  after  two  weeks  numbei 
about  fifty.  My  first  patients  fared  well,  I  assure  you. 
Finally,  our  crunmanrlfng  oHicer,  seeing  I  was  determined 
have  a  diet  kitchen,  came  to  my  rescue  and  provided  suitabM 
quarters,  also  furnishing  all  e\tra  equipment  needed,  such  ai 
a  gas  rnnpc  and  cooking  utenpils.  The  Red  Cross  rangflf 
were  put  into  the  main  kitchen  for  cooking  light  diets,  ol 
whicli  1  also  had  supervision.  | 

Everything  moved   along  smoothly.     I  soon   had   a  welW 

*Mr8,  Marf^aret  Macrhndyen  waa  born  in  Ivernie,  Aberdeenshire,  Scot«| 
land.  She  wns  gnuhmted  from  MacDonald  Ontario  Agricultural  CoU«gf! 
in  1013,  and  the  follouing  yt'nr  waa  instnictor  in  domestic  acirncr  and* 
food  rahie  for  the  A^icultural  Department  of  Toronto.  Her  h<i«pita|ll 
work  previous  to  her  entf^ring  militnry  acrvice  waa  done  in  Harlem  tia^ 
pital,  in  Belleviie  and  in  the  Ontario  Ladies  Hospital.  On  October  II 
1018,  Mrs.  Macrhadyeii  roalpTicd  from  the  Medical  Department  of 
I'ntted  Stales  Army  and  acccpied  a  ]>oaiti«n  as  dietitian  with  thv  Burrsi 
of  Hospital  Admin irttnit ion,  American  Red  Crosa  HeadqUArt«ra.  Hoti 
Regimi,  Paris.  Mrs.  MncPluidven  was  assigned  to  U.  S.  Base  H< 
Unit  No.  »,  New  York  Hospital*  Unit 
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equipped  and  up-to-date  diet  kitchen,  one  that  would  compare 
favorably  with  those  of  many  New  York  hospitals.  Our 
patients  increased  rapidly.  I  rarely  had  less  than  three 
hundred  light  and  special  diets,  and  during  the  drive  five  or 
six  hundred.  I  did  my  best  to  represent  the  Ked  Cross  and 
to  do  the  work  I  knew  they  would  wish  me  to  do. 

In  a  letter  to  Miss  George,  under  date  of  January  31,  1918, 
Mrs.  MacPhad^xn  stated ; 

There  are  some  things  in  regard  to  the  work  here  which  I 
would  like  to  tell  you  about.  To  begin  with,  there  seems  to 
be  a  vague  idea  of  what  we  are  really  here  for. 

I  liave  had  to  do  all  my  own  planning.  Fortunately,  I  have 
a  splendid  commanding  officer,  who  has  done  everjthing  in 
his  power  to  ai<l  the  work.  The  chief  nurse,  I  am  sorry  to 
say.  han  not  been  uf  much  assistance,  thinking  at  first,  appar- 
ently, that  I  did  not  "belong**  bec-ause  I  was  a  "civilian/* 
This  going  as  a  "civilian'*  is  a  strange  arrangement  and  very 
disagreeable.  ...  I  was  able  to  take  my  place  and  to  hold  my 
own  after  I  came  here,  but  a  younger  and  less  experienced 
persoji  would  have  been  completely  discouraged.  .  .  .  There 
is  another  matter  I  v^hh  to  know  about, — they  are  asking 
officers,  enlisted  men  and  nun^es  to  take  out  insurance.  1 
wished  to  do  so  but  was  told  that  I  could  not,  as  I  was  a 
"civilian." 


In  May,  1917,  Congress  aiithorized  the  establishment  of 
thirty-two  camps  and  cantonments  in  this  country,  and  in 
September  the  Red  Cross  was  called  upon  to  furnish  diotifiana 
for  this  ser\*ice.  Here  they  8er\'ed  as  administrative  dietitians, 
as  diet  supervisors  or  as  instructors  in  dietetics  in  the  Army 
School  of  Nursing. 

As  might  be  expected,  conditions  uudcr  which  the  dietitian 
worked  varied  as  widely  in  the  different  cantonments  as  in  the 
base  hospitals  overseas.    Thus,  from  one  dietitian; 

The  three  months  1  spent  at  Camp  Wadsworth  were  not  as 
pleasant  as  they  mii^ht  have  been  Itecausc  the  status  of  Lhe 
dietitian  was  so  very  uncertain.  Part  of  the  time  1  was  under 
the  rbief  nurse,  and  part  of  the  time  under  the  mess  oUicer. 
There  were  no  rules  or  regulations  concerning  me. 

this  from  a  dietitian  at  Camp  Shelby: 
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I  am  directly  responsible  to  the  mess  officer  and  the  co| 
mandiug  officers,  and  am  rated  with  the  officers. 

Judging  from  the  following  report  from  a  dietittan  at  Can 
Grocne,  North  Carolina,  things  were  not  so  bad — merely  a  trij 
confused : 

Tlie  mcBs  officer  under  whom  I  work  is  very  progremi 
and  is  getting  things  into  fine  sfhape,  improving  aU  the  timi 
.  .  .  Are  there  any  special  rules  for  the  dietitians,  especial^ 
as  to  hours,  or  do  they  keep  the  same  hours  as  the  nurses,  anq 
if  80,  what  hours  are  the  nurses  supposed  to  have  ? 

Ni>twitlifltanding  the  fact  that  work  in 'the  cantonment  hoi 
pitnls  did  not  ufiord  the  inspiration  whii*h  accompanied  servio 
overseas,  soinetliing  of  the  spirit  of  the  "trenchca''  was  usuallj 
evident  whenever  things  got  a  bit  thick-    To  quote  a  report  froJ 
Caauj^  Travis:  I 

1  have  been  here  two  weeks  bs  dietitian,  and   I  find  m^ 
position  a  peculiar  one.  ...  I  supposed  that  when  we  weii 
Kworn  in  that,  for  the  period  of  the  war.  we  were  members 
the  Army  Nurse  Corps.  .  .  ,  Xow  1  find  that  we  are  listed 
civilian  t-mployees  and  have  no  military  standing  .  .  .  bu 
whatrv+T  my  Htiuidiujj.  it   will  make  no  difference  with  m; 
work  wJiii-h  1  am  trying  to  do  as  well  as  I  can. 

"Carrying  on"  in  the  face  of  more  serious  difficulties      _ 
indicated  in  this  report  from  a  dietitian  at  I^ttenoan  Hospital 

I  have  been  assigned   to  the  diet  kitchen  in  the  offt 
ward,  and  have  been  disappointed  in  finding  murh  mam 
work  to  he  done  by  <littitiau,  ,  .  .  Heretofore,  as  you  kuowj 
nurses  have  had  charge,  the  hist  oiu*  having  Ijeen  iu  this  did 
kitchen  for  mure  lliau  two  veiirs.     She  was  a  hard-workmj 
German  -woninn,  willing  to  c?lay  on  duty  all  hours,  and  who  dii 
much  of  the  a*'tual  tookin>:  herself.  ...  1  look  the  malti 
up  with  Miss  Keener,  the  chief  nurse,  who  sees  the  situatiui 
as  I  do,  anfl  she  in  turn  took  it  to  the  commanding  offit^r. 
He  was  very  kind  hut  said  lie  could  ^i\e  me  no  extra  helji.! 
He  said  to  i>ini|jlify  the  menus  and  to  cut  out  all  special  dietsj 
giving  the   H<^mi-solid,    light   and    full   diets   practically   the! 
eanie.  .  .  .  This    very    mtjrning,   after   the   order    hod    Wai 
given  to  retrench  on  specials,  the  wrath  of  the  ward  medical] 
chief  came  down  upon  iny  head,  for  he  wished  to  teat  a  fouT-i| 
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day  diabetic  diet.  Wheu  I  explained  the  Bituntion  he  saw 
things  luy  way  and  returned  to  hk  duties — but,  /  dil  the 
diets  for  him,  as  1  know  I  always  will  do  if  it  is  at  nil  poHHiblo. 


The  work  of  giving  instruction  in  the  Army  Srhoo]  of  Nurs- 
ing was  attractive  to  most  <if  (lit!  dit^itiuns  uHHigiicd  to  lliis  duty. 
The  extracts  quoted  bc*low  from  the  rt'pi»rt  of  I nini  Lat/er 
(now  Mrs.  (lumble),  a  graduate  of  tlio  University  of  IllinoiB, 
give  a  picture  of  this  phase  of  the  work  of  tlietitians,  and,  at 
the  same  time,  throw  a  side  light  upon  the  confusion  wrought 
everywhere  by  the  uevcr-to-be-forgotton  epidemic  of  influenza. 
She  stated : 

I  was  at  the  Base  Hospital  at  Camp  Grant  from  theimiddlc 
of  September,  li>18,  to  the  middle  of  the  following  April, 
BerauBe  of  my  previous  experience  I  was  nwHigned  the  duty  of 
giving  instruction  In  dietetics  to  the  students  in  the  Array 
Sch(X)l  of  Nursing. 

Three  days  after  I  arrivefl  at  camp  the  '*flu*'  epidemic 
reached  us  and  classes  could  not  be  started  until  the  i'pid<^mic 
had  passed.  During  that  time  every  one  served  where  mofit 
needed  in  caring  for  the  sick  as  they  were  brought  to  the 
hospital  by  the  hundreds. 

I  was  given  charge  of  the  nurses*  mess.  The  meals  were 
not  hard  to  plan  or  prepare,  for  the  allowance  per  per«)n  was 
lil)enil  and  the  detail  help  was  plentiful.  Of  courne  the  "flii" 
did  not  pa^s  up  cooks  and  waitreiwes.  but  with  volunteer  help 
from  Bock  ford  we  all  managed  to  be  ferl. 

When  the  time  came  for  cla^^e^  to  begin  it  waa  not  a  dilTi- 
cnlt  problem  to  equip  the  diet  kitchen.  Lieutenant  Colonel 
D.  C.  Michie,  eoranunding  offirer  of  the  Base  lloffpital.  was 
deeply  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  f>tiident  nnrnes  and 
tbTOQi^  him  and  IIms  Anm  Wtllkmaon,  chief  nurse,  the 
porcliMiiig^  of  good  and  adeqiMte  equipment  wa»  compara* 
tivelr  e««T.  ...  A  complete  set  of  kitenen  uteniiU  for  everr 
desk  and  ooe  large  electric  range  made  it  as  easy  to  teacb 
dictetici  in  tiie  army  aa  in  any  modem  uniTcrsity  classroom. 

Tlie  stndents  were  an  intctesting  groap  to  work  with. 
Altbongfa  tbey  varied  as  U*  age  and  previous  school  training 
all  wttrn  there  for  a  definit«  pnrpoae  Mad  eager  to  make  the 
beat  nae  of  their  time  and  opportiiAitica, 

The  confae  ootlined  for  the  Anay  flcfaoob  of  Nnning  waa 

foDowcd  «•  daKlf  MiriMtiraMe.  brt  thia  C0TOM  «M  pmcded 

hj  Umr  deBon<:r«t>   '^     ^na  to  aid  tha  stodenta  in  their 

'ju  ^  m  The  ftadcDt  fnrap  hnd  to  bt 
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divided  into  four  sections  because  of  the  large  number  u 
their  different  timoR  of  arrival  at  camp.  Everj*  section  upd 
the  completion  of   its  course  gave  a  dinner  to   vhich  w 


z 


invite<l  the  various  commanding  officers  of  Camp  Grant 
members  of  the  faculty  of  the  Army  School  of  Nursing. 

The  course  in  dietetics  was  followed  by  a  lecture  coarse  i 
diet  in  disease,  in  which  tlie  students  were  also  keenly  intfl 
ested 

Of  course,  overseas  service  was  the  boped-for  goal  of  man 
of  tlip  dietitians  who  entered  service  here,  and  it  can  be  believe 
that  the  following  note  which  reached  Miss  George  was  intend 
to  carry  a  hint : 

I  have  been  on  duty  at  Camp in  the  dietitian  sei 

since  January  10th,  and  I  find  that  the  experience  in 
army  diet  kitchen  here  .  .  .  would  certainly  l>e  very  valnal 
by  way  of  introduction  to  hospital  work  abroad. 

In  no  calling  or  profession  does  each  individual  measure  uj 
to  standard  in  matters  of  training,  experience,  executive  abiliti 
personality  or  tact.     Dietitians  were  no  exception  to  the  roli 
and  in  view  of  the  responsibility  which  came  to  the  individui 
dietitian,  the  wisdom  of  the  requirement  made  by   the  Wd 
Department  that,  bc^fore  being  assigned  to  duty  overseas,  thj 
dietitian  must  serve  in  a  cantonment  hospital  in  this  countij 
may   be   appreciated.      The   following  letter   from    Dr.    RudI 
Wheeler  to  Mias  George  of  the  date  of  May  2,  1918,  gave 
indication  of  the  sifting-oxit  process. 

When  you  can,  will  you  have  some  one  look  into  conditio! 

in  our  side  of  the  work  at  Camp ?    Reports  have  coi 

to  me  that  there  are  tour  dietitians  there,  no  one  of  whom  hi 
sufficient  training  herself  to  ejinlde  her  to  train  the  others 
to  direct  the  whole  scheme  really  well.  One  of  our  aim 
who  is  there  says  she  is  doiiip  nothing  that  any  maid  servn 
could  not  do.  ...  I  have  written  licr  that  her  job  just  now 
to  be  tlumkfnl  that  she  is  in  such  a  fortunate  position  for 
tinir  the  knowledge  and  experience  she  needs.  .  .  .  She 
probably  doing  as  important  work  as  she  is  capable  of  ri^ 
now 

Two  dietitians  died  while  in  the  service  in  cantonment  hd 
pitals  in  this  country.  Olive  Ward  Norcross,  of  Worcestei 
Massachusetts,  a  graduate  of  the  State  Normal  School  at  Frtfll 
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ingham,  MassachusettSj  died  September  26,  1918,  at  Camp  Dix, 
New  Jersey.  Meda  M(»rse,  of  Foxboro,  Massachusetts,  also  a 
graduate  of  Framingham  Normal  School,  died  December  24, 
1918,  at  Camp  Taylor,  Kentucky. 

By  the  end  of  June,  1018,  eighty-two  dietitians  were  on  duty 
in  the  cantonment  hospitals  in  this  e<^)untry.  This  luunber  was 
greatly  augmented  during  the  following  months  and  at  the  close 
of  the  fiscal  year  June  30,  1910,  one  hundred  and  forty-three 
were  on  duty  in  the  United  States  and  Hawaii. 

As  dietitians  were  not  named  in  the  enumeration  of  positions 
open  to  enlistment  in  the  Navy,  the  one  dietitian,  Henrietta  Ij. 
French,"^  who  saw  Naval  service  abroad,  enlisted  as  a  yeoman 
(f)  and  later  functioned  as  a  dietitian.  Mias  French  entered 
the  service  in  October,  1917,  and  was  assigned  to  Naval  Base 
Hospital  No.  2  at  Strathpeffer,  Scotland. 

Fifteen  dietitians  served  in  Naval  hospitals  in  this  co\mtrj, 
five  being  assigned  to  the  Great  Lakes  Naval  Training  Station 
Base  Hospital  with  Mildred  G.  Stiles*  as  head  dietitian.  Miss 
Stiles  was  assigned  to  duty  February  8,  1918,  and  resigned 
from  the  service  in  June,  1020,  on  account  of  ill-health.  During 
this  time  she  served  in  the  hospital  at  the  Norfolk  Naval  Base, 
with  the  Naval  Hospital  at  Annapolis  and  New  York  Naval 
Hospital. 

Taken  in  cross-section,  tlie  Navy  seems  to  have  regarded  the 
innovation  of  the  dietitian  strictly  from  the  i>r>int  of  view  (^f 
the  **Bpeeial  interest"  involved.  This  statement  from  a  Naval 
officer : 

With  all  this  difTienlty  of  getting  food,  I  want  a  dietitian 
who  can  tell  me  what  to  use  if  1  haven't  the  particular  article 
of  food  which  1  should  have. 


And  this  from  '*before  the  mast ;" 

"We  got  another  one  o*  them." 

"Oneo'  what?" 

"One  o'  them  as  wants  to  take  our  beans." 

'Henrietta  L.  French  Rrntlimto^  in  Home  Kt^otnimieB  At  Lewis  Institute. 
ChicHgo.  and  BiibncHtiK'nlly  llu'ld  tlic  ptJBltion  of  dielitian  at  Mudlnvia  Sani- 
t&riiim  ttt  Krnnifr.  [mlhinii,  in  the  Univi^rBily  of  California  Hospital  and 
in   tile  Xiival   ItftHc   Ilnspit)^)   at  Stunford.  Callfniiiia. 

'Mildred  fJ.  Stiles  irriiduati'd  frain  SimmimM  i'olli-^'p  in  1915.  was  dieti- 
tian in  tlio  Vermont  SaijuLurin  iit  Pittsford,  V'L'rratint.  for  one  year,  and 
later  with  llie  V.  V  -y  Albany,  N.  Y.  and  with  tire  same  oiganizatiun 

at    Voungfltown, 
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The  Na\j  being,  perforce,  a  nuf^l 
tiition  curly  made  arrangeiuenta  wit 
have  instruction  in  dietetics  given  to  t 
Of  this  work,  Gertrude  Thomas  of 
Minneapolis,  Minnesota,  wrote  to  Misi 

At  present,  besides   the  bospit* 
teaching  dietetics  to  Hospital  Uori 
work  is  verj'  interesting  and  we 
second  group  of  one  hundred  "'fl|^ 

Of  the  little  group  of  fiftceu  dietil 
Navj,  two  made  the  supreme  sacrifi^ 
Jury  of  Washington,  D.  C.,  a  graduate 
National  Training  StrhcHil  of  Wnshingt 
Hospital  at  Pelham  Bay  Park,  X.  Y 
Horten&c  Elizabeth  Wind,  of  Ann  Arl 
of  Iowa  State  College,  who  died  D 
Virginia. 

Subsequent  to  the  issuance  of 
5,  1917,  already  quoted,  the  matter  < 
received  little  attention  until  the  foil 
cial  meeting  of  the  National  CommitI 
Service  held  at  National  Headquarte 
George,  who  was  present  by  invitatioij 
of  130  dietitiuus  to  duty  in  the  Arn 
Quoting  from  the  Minuter  of  the  mei 


QAM 
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A  discussion  followed  on 
of  dietitians    in    military    hoi 
dietitian   to  commanding  officer. 
the  dietitians  felt  that  they  could 
they   were   under  the  direct 
officer  rather  than   the  divide 
sergeant  and  to  the  chief  nun 


08^11 

cer. 
could 
auth 

1 


The  committee  adjourned,  howei 
formal  action  in  the  matter. 

Naturally  the  American  Dietetics 
been  organized  in  Cleveland  the  pre 
Graves,  head  dietitian  of  Clevelan* 
president,  and  Lf»na  F.  C-ooper,  hfl 
Sanitarium    School   of   Home   £< 
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ras  interestinp;  itself  in  plans  to  airuplifv  the  situation  for 
e  diptitiaiiH  in  active  service.  Also  the  Division  of  Food  and 
iitrition  of  the  Snnitnry  Corps  of  the  Army  gave  promise  of 
iug  able  to  und(^ri5tund  to  Bonie  extent  tlie  difficulties  of  the 
^titians.  A  brief  statement  of  tlie  organization  and  initial 
tivitica  of  this  division  is  copied  from  the  report  of  the 
irgeon  General  June  30,  1010,  Vol.  II : 

In  August,  1917,  there  was  organized  in  the  office  of  the 
Surgeon  General  a  Division  of  Food  and  Nutrition  and  its 
officers  "were  authorized  b}'  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War 
dated  October  l'>.  I'JIT.  to  inspect  food  supplies  in  camps,  to 
endeavor  to  improve  the  mess  conditions  and  to  study  the 
ration  suitability  auJ  food  requirements  of  the  troops.  Offi- 
cers of  this  division  were  sent  to  camps  in  the  United  States 
and  Mbile  in  camp  gave  instruction  to  cooks,  mess  officers  and 
unit  commanders  and  also  made  extensive  studies  of  ration 
requirements  and  suitability.  In  March,  191H,  it  was  decidetl 
to  send  a  group  of  these  officers  to  ihe  American  Expedition- 
ar)'  Forces  to  organize  similar  work  in  France.  To  this  end, 
on  March  7.  six  officers  left  the  States  for  that  purpose.  This 
party  proceeded  first  to  England  and  remaiued  tliere  from 
March  16  to  April  2.  .  .  .  One  officer  was  left  in  England  to 
continue  the  work  there  and  on  April  3  the  other  five  officers 
proceeded  to  France,  reporting  to  the  chief  surgeon  at  Tours 
on  Apri!  \2.  .  .  .  Each  offif-er  visited  and  inspected  organi- 
zations in  Ids  sector  (assigned  him)  and  reported  his  observa- 
tions. Later  the  group  came  together  at  Dijon.  The  follow- 
ing extract  from  the  report  of  the  director  of  the  section 
summarizes  the  results  of  this  preliminary  survey : 

The  results  of  this  preliminary  inquiry  and  of  the 
reports  and  conferences  led  to  the  conclusion  that 
although  the  garrison  ration  being  it^sued  generally  to 
troops  was  adequate  as  to  total  food  material  and  the 
quality  of  the  articles  as  a  rule  good,  in  many  places  the 
feeding  uf  the  men  was  poor,  due  in  large  part  to  the 
unfamiliarity  of  the  mess  sergeants  and  cooks  with  the 
ration  in  kind  and  to  their  general  inefficiency  under  the 
conditions  existing  in  France,  to  a  lack  of  interest  in  or 
attention  to  mess  conditions  by  company  commanders 
and  higher  officers,  and  in  the  advance  section,  where 
daily  automatic  issue  was  in  force,  to  the  issue  of  too 
many  comjionents  on  a  single  day,  in  correspondingly 
smtdl  anuunits,  i.e.,  to  an  unwipc  issue  system.  There  was 
nearly  everywhere  great  waste  of  food,  with  consequent 
underfeeding.  .  .  . 
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As  a  result  of  this  eonferojice  it  was  decided  bj  tli4 
director  of  laboratories  to  cstabliph.  with  the  t-onsent  of 
the  chief  surgeon,  a  section  of  (ood  and  nutrition  in 
office. 

Meanwhile,  under  date  of  March  15,  Miss  Cooper  wrote 
Major  Mnrlin  of  the  Food  and  Nutrition  Division  reporting  to! 
him  a  conference  which  she  had  had  with  Colon*!  Furbuah  ofj 
the  Surgeon  GeneraPs  office.    Major  Murlin's  repl^^  dated  Mi 
25,  was  in  part  as  follows : 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  I  have  been  absent  from  the  ofiBce 
for  a  week  your  letter  of  Mardi  15th  has  just  come  to  mj 
attention. 

1  am,  of  course,  interested  in  what  you  tell  me  about  your 
conference  with  Colonel  Furbuah.  My  own  impression  is  an 
agreement  with  what  Colonel  Furbush  told  you,  viz.,  that  the 
proposed  arrangement  could  scarcely  be  accomplished  at  the 
present  time.  I  am  not  at  all  sure  but  that  the  Surgeon 
General  would  take  an  altogether  different  view  of  the  matter, 
particularly  if  your  president  and  yourself,  or  some  other 
committon,  should  wait  upon  him  in  person  and  lay  the  matter 
before  him. 

Whatever  you  do  along  this  line,  you  should  be  careful  to 
make  it  clear  that  the  matter  has  not  originated  with  my- 
self. In  other  words,  I  am  not  requesting  that  the  dietitians 
be  brought  under  this  division,  where  I  think  they  belong.  I 
feel  with  you  that  matters  are  not  satisfactory  either  to 
the  dietitians  or  to  the  Army  officials.  .  .  . 

As  indicated  by  this  letter  it  was  hoped  that  the  Dietitian 
Service  might  be  made  a  part  of  the  Food  and  Nutrition  Di- 
vision, but  on  account  of  other  demands  made  upon  both  Mi« 
Graves  and  Miss  Cooper  the  plan  was  not  put  forward  officially. 
Somewhat  aside  from  this,  however,  the  rather  exhaustive  set  of 
suggestions  qnotod  below  and  formulated  in  part  bj  the  New 
York  Dietitians  Association  was  sent  informally  to  the  Surgeon 
General's  office: 

suggestions  for  the  gumance  op  nietitianr  in  serv1cb 
under  thk  war  akd  navy  depabtmbntb 

Responsibiuties  and  Duties 

It  should  be  understood  by  the  officer  of  the  hospital  t» 
whirh   a   dietitian   is   assigned^   whether   she   comes  in  tha 
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capacity  of  an  administrative  dietitian  or  as  a  special  diet 
superviuor. 

AJmxnistraiive  Dietitians  shall  be  under  the  supervision  of 
the  Commanding  Officer,  to  whom  Ihey  \^*ill  make  all  com- 
plaints, eritk'iama  and  suggestions.  Their  responsibilities  and 
duties  should  be  outlined  by  the  Commanding  OIHcer  and 
facilities  far  desk  work  supplied.  I*ower  to  report  workers  to 
the  Commanding  OHicer, 

They  will  cooperate  with  the  medical  staff,  the  Chief  Nurse 
and  the  Quartermaster'a  department. 

They  will  be  under  the  social  supervision  of  the  Chief 
Nurse. 

The  duties  of  administrative  dietitians  wil!  be  the  making 
of  menus,  reguh^ting  of  dietaries,  the  supervision  of  prepara- 
tion of  food,  and  the  control  of  sanitary  conditions  under 
which  food  is  prepared,  direction  of  transportation  of  food  to 
serving  kitchens,  requisitioning  on  Quartermaster's  depart- 
ment, superviBJon  of  cafeteria  service  in  mesa  halls, 

Special  diet  supen*isors  shall  he  under  the  supervision  of 
the  ConimandinfT  Officer,  hut  shall  be  directly  responsible  to 
the  chief  medieal  officer.  They  shall  be  responsible  to  the 
Commanding  Officer  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  cooperation 
with  other  departments.  Shall  have  proper  kitchens  and 
equipment. 

They  will  be  under  the  social  supervision  of  the  Chief 
Nurse. 

The  duties  of  special  diet  supervisors  shall  l)e. supervision  of 
the  preparation  of  soft,  liglit  and  liquid  diets,  and  special 
diets.  Transportation  of  ynme  to  ward  serving  rooms,  requi- 
sitioning for  diet  kitchen  need??  to  Quartermiister's  depart- 
ment, have  complete  control  of  tlic  diet  kil<-hen  working  force, 
subject  to  the  Commanding  Officer's  direction. 

UXIFOKMS 

The  duty  iinifomi  should  be  plain  white,  made  like  the 
nurses'  No.  -JOO.  The  Ited  Cross  d'lty  uniform  of  blue  crepe, 
with  white  collars  and  cutis  and  apron,  may  be  purchased  after 
assigjnncnt  to  duty.  The  Ked  Cross  cap  may  be  worn,  if  the 
dietitian  is  enrolled  in  the  Red  Cross  service. 

A  gray  uniform  may  be  purchased  after  assignment  to  duty, 
made  in  the  style  of  the  Army,  or  the  Navy,  nurses'  uniforms. 

A  gray  cape  is  issued  by  tlie  Red  Cross  after  assignment  to 
duty. 

Insignia 

The  Dietitian  may  wear  a  Red  Cross  dietitian's  badge  if 
she  is  enrolled  under  the  Red  Cross. 
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She  should  be  permitted  the  use  of  the  U'tters  U.S.  and  tl 
cadui-ei  with  the  letter  1)  added.  (Note  that  the  Sanitat 
Corps  wear  caducei  with  the  letters  S.C  added.) 

EXUSTMENT 

The  dietitian  should  either  be  enlisted  for  three  jfean 
eervice,  or  be  counted  as  a  reserve. 

Rank 

Where  responsibility  eiititlrs,  the  dietitians,  like  the  nana 
should  be  considered  for  a  ranking  position. 

Salaries 

Administrntive  dietitians,  bs  for  t'liief  nurse. 
Special  Diet  Suiwrvipor.  $G()  a  month,  with  traveling  tx> 
penees  and  maintenance,  as  for  ejilisted  and  reserve  narsei* 

Leave 

As  for  nurses. 

Release 
For  illness  or  other  serious  causes,  only. 

TraNSFKKS  to  OTHEtt  SERVICES 

At  the  discretion  of  the  Surgeon  General's  office^  dietitiah 
may  be  transferred  from  one  service  to  another. 


In  disciissing  the  above  suggestions  with  Miss  George,  ^lii 
Noyes  merely  expressed  doubt  as  to  their  having  any  weigl 
with  thu  Surgeon  Genernl.    As  a  matter  of  fact  Circular  No.  27^ 
famous  among  dietitians,  and  issued  by  the  Surgeon  Genei 
May  13,  11>18,  showed  the  inJhience,  not  of  the  ''suggestions,* 
but  of  the  report  made  by  the  Division  of  Food  and  Nutritiot^ 
The  circular  in  full  was  aa  follows: 

auerioan  expeoitiokart  forces 

Circular  No.  27 

1.  Admi.\I8tr.ition  op  Messes — Function  of  DiErmis} 
The  reports  of  medical  inspectors  and  olTicers  of  the  Food  an^ 
Nutrition  .Section  .show  that  tlie  administration  of  messes  i% 
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as  a  rule,  the  least  efficient  and  satisfactory  part  of  hospital 
aitainistration.  The  defects  noted  ore  a  monotonous  and  ill- 
liiiliuiL-ed  dietar>\  poor  service,  and  \avk  of  cleanJiness  in  the 
kitchen  nnd  the  kitchen  persoiuiel.  These  inspections  show 
that  the  Comniandinx  Otfirers  have  not  made  the  proper  use  of 
the  agency  whirh  is  especially  intended  to  correct  these  defects, 
tliat  is,  to  make  the  proper  use  of  the  dietitians  who  have 
been  assigned  to  the  liase  hospitals  to  use  their  expert  knowl- 
edge for  the  correction  of  these  defects  and  to  exercise  the 
constant  vigilance  and  attention  to  detail  which  is  necessary 
to  successful  administration  of  mess. 

Dietitians  are  trained  experts  in  nutrition  and  food  prepa- 
ration, if  not  trained  nurspB,  they  are  civilian  employes 
having  a  stattis  analogous  to  a  trained  nurse.  The  function 
of  the  dietitians  is  to  supervise  the  preparation  not  only  of  the 
special  diets,  but  to  make  out  the  bills  of  fare  and  supervise 
the  preparation  of  all  food  furnished  by  the  government.  The 
dietitian  has  expert  knowledge  of  which  the  Commanding 
Officer  shoiilil  make  the  fullest  use  for  the  benefit  of  his  com- 
mand. She  s^bould  he  able  to  relieve  the  mesa  officer  from  the 
burden  of  details  required  to  secure  a  well  balanced  ration. 
proper  variety  and  preparation  and  a  good  service.  The  mess 
officer  shouhl  make  a  daily  inspection,  accompanied  by  the 
dietitian  and  the  mees  sergeant,  to  see  that  the  details  of  a 
good  service  are  carried  out  fully  and  completely. 

Like  al!  other  women  of  the  personnel  of  a  base  hospitnU 
the  dietitian  is  under  the  disciplinary  authority  of  the  Chief 
Nurse, 


Willie  "scraps"  of  official  paper  are  always  valued  as  things 
to  conjure  by,  it  is  doubtful  if  the  issuance  of  this  order  had  the 
eflfect  of  madifviug  directly  tlie  situation  of  the  dietitian  in 
any  particular  hospital.  As  has  boon  previously  suggested, 
the  dietitian  made  her  way  in  the  military  service  largely  hj 
the  force  of  her  personality.  As  late  as  December  !)»  1918,  in 
an  address  ®  given  before  the  American  Public  Health  Asaocia- 
tion  in  Chicago,  Major  Hoskina,  of  the  Division  of  Food  and 
Nutrition  said: 


At  times  it  le  difficult  to  seoure  the  nice  adjustments  de^ 
manded  when  a  woman  dietitian  without  military  status,  a 
mess  officer,  previously  a  hotel  manager,  and  an  old  Army 
mess  sergeant  are  required  to  cooperate  in  the  same  kitchen. 


^ Exported  in  the  American  Joitmal  of  Public  B9 
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Mary  Paacoe,  of  the  University  of  Nebraska,  and  dietil 
in  Base  Hospitals  No.  8,  No.  117  and  No.  214,  June,  If 
to  July,  1910,  said: 

No  changes  having  bean  made  in  the  duties  of  mess 
or  sergeants  at  the  time  the  above  duties  of  army 
tiaus  were  formulated,  the  immediate  trarryiug  out  of 
duties  would  have  been  absolutely  impossible  unless  one  c 
have  succeeded  in  having  these  individuals  remain  UK>rL. 
less  in  a  comatose  condition.  A  perusal  of  the  Array  Co^ 
Manual  will  show  definitely  that  a  f^trict  adhereui«  to  tfaj 
duties  on  the  part  of  the  dietitian  would  result  in  immeda 
friction  with  those  persons  with  whom  it  was 
nece>;sary  to  cooperate — the  mess  officer  and 
sergeant. 

However,  in  time  1  did  find  it  possible  to  justify 
my  presence  in  France,  even  though  the  results  I  was  abk 
obtain  fell  short  of  wliai  I  had  hoped  to  do  when  I  read 
France.  ...  At  all  times  i  had  the  sjioipatby  and  the  badd 
of  the  commanding  officer.  I 


A^in  in  contrast,  quoting  from  the  report  of  another  di4 

tian:'** 

I  was  alluwpd  none  of  tlie  many  other  duties  ascribeil  to 
dietitian  Uy  "Kord'*^'  and  by  Paragraph  1  in  the  Circ 
No.  27  isRued  by  the  Chief  Surgeon  of  A.  E.  F.  May  13,  19] 
When  the  romnmnding  officer  refused  to  allow  me  even  |{ 
adininietrntinn  of  the  diet  kitchen   unmoleste<l  by  the  rn 
officer,  I  asked  on  Got.  29,  1918,  through  proper  channels, 
transfer,  but  heard  nothing  of  it. 


That  "Circular  27"  could  and  did  work  "overtime"  in  sd 
instances  mav  bo  gleaned  from  a  <]uotation  from  the  report 
Sara  Sellers,*-  dietitian,  Base  Hospital  No.  22: 

^Gertrude   Palmer,  dietitiftn.  Bane   Huspital   No.  4a.     Complete   rcfj 

Lftl   Hpadqui 
"Uclttila  of  Mcdicrtl  Military  AdniiniHlration,^  hv  Jo8*rpU  H.  Ford 
M.a.  Col.  Medical  Corps.  V.  S.  Army.  July.  1918. 


on  file  iu  tliu  olTice  of  Nutrition  Service,  Red  Cro«8  National   Hpadquarti 

A.M. 

"Sara  HellerH  (nciw  Mrs.  Arthur  T.  St-liunck)  whb  born  at  Lebanon, 
She  was  gmduatcd  in  Uume  Ecimomieg  from  Ohio  State  Uoivf^j'Mi 
and  later  entered  St.  Luke's  Hospital.  New   York  City,  aa  pupil'dieiili 
Following   tliis  she    was   (liefitiiiii    at    Kllis    noflpital.   Scheneetady.   N. 
After  eiplit  months*  work  at  Michael  Reese  Honpital,  Chicago,  mhe  rYtufl 
to   St.   Luke'it   ai»  heud   dietitian,   which    poftilion    she   licid   until    she  1| 
aflsignnl   to   Hnsc   Hospital   No,   22.     During  her  stay   in  New   York 
taught  cUaaei  iu  caJiievn  work  under  Lh«  V.  VV.  0.  A, 


anon,  01 
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1  maintained  the  position  of  chief  executive  of  the  kitchen 
and  the  kitchen  personnel.  Both  the  mess  sergeant  and 
kitchen  sergrant  were  reBponsihle  to  my  orders.  ALattcrs  of 
;disi-ipline  were  attended  to  hy  the  mess  sergeant.  The  mesa 
ttHcpr  acted  as  my  superior  otHcer  in  name  only — or  in  such 
instniicps  as  sending  requests  through  channels,  etc..  acconliug 
to  Army  routine.  In  all  matters  of  menu,  diet,  sanitation  of 
the  kitchens  and  mess  halls  I  was  responsible.  My  i)osition 
was  maintained  by  the  orders,  support  and  cooperation  of  the 
commatnlin^  officer  and  by  the  loyalty  of  the  mess  sergeant. 

The  kitchen  of  our  original  unit  was  entirely  inadecpiate 
and  impossible.  1  submitted  plans  for  its  reconstruction  and 
personally  supervised  a  group  of  carpenters  who  made  the 
desired  ihanges.  My  plans  met  witli  the  approval  of  the 
ramp  commandant,  also  of  Major  Gore,  The  kitchens 
assigT^ed  to  I'nit  *t2  and  siipervispil  hy  the  mess  department 
of  No.  23  were  constructed  by  the  engineers  according  to  my 
plans.  The  original  plans  contnined  24-inch  sinks  in  a 
kitchen  which  was  designed  to  serve  lOUO  patients,  besides 
other  inadequate  fittings.  The  maximum  number  served  from 
the  recoustructed  kitchen  was  ;i2(K)  patients. 

Between  June  15th  and  3<)th  1  wns  on  temporary  dnty  with 
Base  Hospital  Xo.  U  at  Talance,  Bordeaux.  I  was  ordered  to 
make  a  survey  r>f  the  kitchens,  mess  halls,  i^ervice,  waste, 
sanitation  nnil  organization.  This  1  did,  ajid  submitted  a 
formal  report  to  the  commanding  officer,  Colonel  Babcock. 

The  following  graphic  and  altogether  human  description  of 
some  of  her  experiences  as  given  by  Miss  llungnte.^^  will  be 
of  interest  just  hero.  Jt  will  Ik?  noted  that  Miss  Hungatc  did 
not  sail  for  overseas  \intil  August,  191 S,  some  time  after  the 
Military  Department  had  iasiied  the  order  referred  to  above. 
Miss  Ilungatc's  report  read  in  part  as  follows: 

Aftpr  a  session  of  several  months  at  Camp  Wheeler, 
Georgia.  1  became  the  one  hundred  and  oneth  feminine  mem- 

"Mary  Taylor  Hunjittlo,  {now  Mrs,  W,  F.  Bennett  of  Quantipo,  Vir- 
ginia) wfl8  Ixtrn  in  Ncbraskii.  She  whr  pranted  tlip  A.H.  clejirei^  from  the 
Univer»ity  of  Nebraska  in  1015,  and  following  this  received  a  year  of 
spiTial  tniiiung  in  diHi'tics  under  Dr.  Kdna  I).  Day  at  the  Univer.sity  of 
Kansas,  For  a  year  and  a  half  she  was  henrl  of  the  Domestic  Science 
Dt'pnrtnipnt  iuhI  ninnngpr  of  thi'  »ehou]  cafeteria  af  the  Twin  Falls,  Idaho, 
public  schonle.  Fcbriinry  K  1^17,  Rhc>  wan  made  a  r^uiRTViHor  and  a^eut  of 
the  Kedpathllorner  Chautauqua.  She  lK*|;an  lier  work  as  dietitian  in  the 
army  «t  (_'anip  Wbecltr.  <ienrp;ia,  March  1,  IHIH,  and  was  sent  to  France 
in  the  follnwirijr  Auj^nst.  Here  fllie  served  until  July,  IftlO.  Rubsoqiient 
to  her  rHurn  from  overHeaa  aho  uns  appninted  tn  Walter  Rfod  HnspitaJ 
and  later  tu  the  L'uitcd  State)  ttpartment  Uuapital  at  Uunululu. 
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l>er  of  Base  Hospital  No.  51,  an  organizatioa  which  originat< 
in  Boston,  but  which  contained  about  thirty  otherH  who,  hk< 
myself,  well  remember  their  first  trip  eaat  to  Chiongo.    Th4 
dotrtors  and  hospital  corpsmen  of  the  unit  were  sent  overw-a 
first,  while  the  nurses  were  retained  in  New  York,  being  out 
fitted   witli   uniforms  and   schooled   in   military  drill.     Tl 
hundred  nurses  all  wore  street  uniforms  of  blue  serge,  bli 
velour  hats  and  tan  shoes;  while  1,  the  dietitian,  the  oi 
hundred  and  oneth,  was  duly  fitted  out  in  a  similar  suit 
gray,  a  black  hat  and  black  shoes.     There  was  no  questio|( 
about  it,  I  was  the  odd  member  of  the  family;  my  clothe^ 
served  only  to  indicate  that  I  was  with,  but  not  of  the  unili 
Furthermore,  no  one  seemed  to  know  just  what  I  was  thert 
for,  or  just  what  to  lio  with  me  after  I  arrived.     But  duriui 
those  long  hours  of  drill  in  the  hot  Armory,  I  was  in  nrj 
glory,  because  the  officer  in  charge  divided  us  into  squacQ 
according  to  our  heights,  and  my  gray  uniform  was  permitted 
to  blend  inconspicuouisly  with  the  blue  ones.    At  last  our  flaij 
was  dedicated,  our  trunks  and  suitcases  locked,  our  dayg  m 
drill  were  over  and  we  were  to  embark  for  "overseas."  We  hai 
spent  hours  in  that  sweltering  Armory  practicing  the  proced 
of  embarking,  with  military  precision,  on  an  imaginary  boat 
and  when  the  great  day  arrived  we  were  all  ready  to  swing  iutj 
formation  and  march  up  the  gangplank  like  a  group  of  vet^j 
erans.     But  how  different  was  the  reality!     We  stood  ioi 
hours  down   at  the  pier  at  Hoboken.     (I  remember  that  I 
perppirod   i-ntirely   through   the   back  of  my  only   gray  sillo 
blouse,  which  turned  it  a  brilliant  henna,  but  nevertheless  ^ 
dressed    up    in    said    blouse   for   the   ensuing   six    months )4 
Finally,  they  admitted  us  to  the  boat.    Oh,  the  tragedy  of  il 
all !    Thope  hours  of  rehearsal  were  forever  wasted,  becau«y 
instead  of  forming  into  squads  and  marching  double-file  up 
the  gang-plank,  we  scurried  in  through  a  coal-hole  down  in  tli^ 
bowels  nf  the  ship,  and  I»  with  my  gray  suit  and  black  h«j 
trailed  in  the  rear  as  pleapod  as  Ptnich  over  being  alloweii  to 
along,  even  though  no  one,  myself  included,  had  any  definit 
ideas  about  just  what  I  was  going  to  do. 

Miss  Hungate's  storv  as  it  proceeded  ihowed  that  once  mo 
the  "one  hundred  and  oneth"  was  found  mingling  iDConspica 
ously  with  the  '^hundred." 


My  chrnnicle  must  include  a  sketch  of  the  welcome 
received  when  we  arrived  at  Brest,  iu  August,  1918. 
time  Brest  wa^j  not  considered  the  most  attractiv. 
France,  and  1  am  positive  that  it  was  never  slam 


welcome  «i 
18.    At  thd 

ve  place  ifl 
idere<l,    ^| 
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left  the  Ship  La  France  in  'fighters"  and  eoon  had  parked  our 
suitcases  on  the  pier,  used  same  for  convenient  seats  and  set- 
tled down  in  the  drizzle  awaiting  the  appearance  of  Army 
trucks  to  carry  us  up  to  Pontanezan  Barracks,  where  we  were 
to  be  quartered.  Our  numbers  were  now  303,  as  units  No.  55 
and  No.  50  were  in  our  convoy.  Finally  a  train  of  huge 
trucks  put  in  an  appearance  and  I  think  that  most  of  us 
received  a  real  thrili  as  we  bumped  along  over  the  cobble- 
stones to  our  deslination.  From  every  house  and  shop  were 
excited  groups  of  French  waving  the  Tricolor  or  the  Stars  and 
Stripes  and  shouting  a  welcome  to  the  American  women.  We 
waved  our  flags  ajid  shouted  ourselves  hoarse  in  return.  By 
the  time  we  reached  Pantanezan  Barracks  we  were  all  su- 
premely pleased  with  ourselves  and  camped  on  our  suitcases 
in  front  of  Napoleon's  old  headquarters,  indifferent  to  the 
drizzle  overhead  nnd  unfonsi-ioiirf  of  the  consterniition  we 
were  causing  within  the  historic  old  building.  But  when  three 
hours  had  elapsed  without  any  disposition  being  made  of  us 
we  began  to  notice  that  our  "dress  up"  uniforms  were  becom- 
ing slightly  damp  and  that  mess  call  would  not  be  unwelcome. 
Finfllly  a  second  lieutenant  stopped  o!it  from  headquarters 
and  looked  us  over:  three  hundred  and  three  women  deject- 
edly sitting  on  suitcases  awaiting  tlieir  fate.  lie  did  not  seem 
pleased  with  our  appearance,  for  after  an  audible  *'My  God! 
Three  hundred  women!'*  lie  turned  his  back  and  went  inside. 
It  seemed  that  we  were  not  expected  ;  in  fact,  previous  to  this 
time  but  one  group  of  women  had  landed  at  Brest,  the  other 
detachments  having  gone  by  way  of  Southampton  and  Le 
Havre.  Moreover,  at  that  particular  instant  one  hundred 
thousand  American  troopw  were  wallowing  in  the  Brittany 
mud  and  under  such  circmnstanees,  the  problem  of  finding 
shelter  for  three  lumdrcd  women  extra  was  a  serious  one 
indeed.  But  the  impossible  was  accomplished  and  we  were 
quartered  in  some  partly  constructed  hospital  wards  which 
furnished  us  with  be<ls  ajid  shelter  even  though  they  did  not 
provide  so  necessary  a  convenience  as  a  water  supply  for  the 
first  twelve  hours. 

Base  Hospital  No.  51  was  one  of  the  eight  hospitals  which 
comprised  the  Justice  Hospital  group  just  outside  the  city  of 
Toul.  .  .  .  Our  unit  arrived  here  at  three  o'clock  in  the 
n;orriing  of  Sept.  11,  lfH8.  The  memorable  San  Ntihicl  drive 
began  on  the  12th  and  before  we  had  time  to  get  our  bearings 
we  were  fairly  inundated  by  the  stream  of  patients  which 
poured  in  almo.ct  incessantly  for  four  days  and  nights.  ...  I 
had  no  time  to  draw  up  a  plan,  to  perfect  an  organization,  or 
to  do  anything  except  the  work  that  crowded  me  at  the 
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moment.  1  was  given  a  range  in  one  corner  of  the  mat 
kitchen.  At  first  my  only  helper  was  a  walking  patient,  a  lad 
■who  harl  been  gassed  and  who  was  notoriousily  slow  both  ia] 
thuuglit  and  in  action.  Later  he  was  reinforced  by  twiK 
Freiicli  women  who  gave  verj*  good  assistance  though  thtf\ 
were  not  cooks  nor  could  they  understand  English.  Therij 
was  one  thing  that  we  did  accomplish  all  through  this  bu^jn 
time  and  that  was  to  always  have  a  boiler  of  hot  cocoa  or  wurt 
available  ia  the  receiving  ward.  The  condition  of  the  patieuUj 
as  tiiey  M'ere  admitted  was  most  pitiable,  all  were  hungry  anJ 
had  been  without  hoi  food  for  days.  The  physicians  Heoreed! 
that  tlie  hot  drink  was  advisable  even  for  thoee  that  wentj 
direct  to  the  operating  room  and  for  those  cases  which  did  nol! 
demand  inime<1iute  surgical  attention  we  supplied  bread  and; 
jam  in  addition,  '! 

Miss  Hungate's  report  also  indicated  a  rather  free  interprftJ 
tation  of  the  prerogatives  of  a  "civilian"  employee  in  the  Armyi 

On  October  the  sixth  I  was  given  two  very  small  rooms  od 
the  first  floor  of  the  main  hospital  building  for  a  diet  kitcheil 
and  witli  my  gassed  cook  and  two  French  women  I  move*]  in,'; 
This  moving  was  a  very  simple  process,  as  I  was  given  no( 
utensils  to  work  with,  and  it  was  with  difiiculty  that  wd 
borrowed  (  ?)  a  few  necessary  articles  from  the  already  inade^ 
qnate  supply  uf  the  main  kitchen.  ...  To  add  to  the  diffi- 
culties was  the  omnipresent  lack  of  water.  The  Freuclij 
always  retained  the  control  of  the  water  supply  and  the  oulyj 
hours  that  it  could  Ite  drawn  were  from  seven  to  ten  in  tb« 
morning  and  from  three  to  five  in  the  afternoon.  Often  tha. 
water  would  he  *^hut  ofT  before  we  had  even  filled  the  G.  Lj 
cans,  which  never  seemed  to  hold  enough  even  when  full  I 
adHcil  to  my  meager  store  of  kitchen  utensils  by  making  a| 
personal  trip  to  the  group  supply  warehouse  and  persuading: 
the  officer  in  charge  to  give  me  what  he  had.  I  had  no  au- 
thority for  drawing  these  precious  articles,  so  did  not  trusfci 
them  to  our  own  supply  sergeant  for  delivery  (he  had  too! 
many  equally  insistent  dcmanrls  for  them  and  would  havt 
asgurefUy  divided  thcni  among  the  three  other  kitchen*),  so  I 
had  them  borne  to  my  kitchen  on  a  litter  and  settled  with  thi 
Quartermaster  later. 

Miss  Hungate's  story  of  the  Thanksgiving  dinner  of  Bttf 
Hospital  No,  51  is  full  of  human  interest; 

Thanksgiving  day,  1J>1S,  will  always  be  a  "red-letter"  dafi 
in  my  memory.    The  war  was  at  last  over;  Thanksgiving  h$k 
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attained  a  new  signifiranre.  Base  Hoppital  51  planned  to 
celebrate  with  food,  antl  every  delicacy  that  would  add  to  our 
dinner  was  purchased,  regardless  of  cost.  The  kitchen  forces 
worked  overtime,  cooks  labored  all  night  in  onk'r  to  insure  a 
quarter-section  of  pumpkin  pie  to  every  patient  that  could 
eat  same  with  even  a  semblance  of  impunity.  The  wards  took 
on  a  mo^t  festive  appearance  as  the  "up  patients"  decorated 
them  lavighly  with  greens,  ornaments  made  from  Ilersiihey 
wrappers  or  other  bright  materialt!,  and  the  frames  that  sup- 
ported those  poor  wrecks  of  crippled  bodleg  were  festooned  like 
carnival  booth.-^.  But  on  Thanksgiving  eve,  we  girls  received 
a  shock  that  almost  brought  toare.  A  hospital  train  was  due 
in  the  early  morning  an*!  three  hundred  of  our  patients  were 
to  leave  for  a  port  of  embarkation.  It  seemed  hard  to  send 
those  lads  away  without  their  feast.  Some  of  them  had  been 
in  the  hospital  for  weeks  and  had  not  grumbled  even  when  the 
fare  was  botJi  meager  and  monotonous.  The  goody  box  which 
the  nurses  had  packed  in  New  York  had  been  set  aside  for 
Thanksgiving,  and,  nn  hasty  consultation,  we  decided  to 
devote  its  contents  in  preparing  a  treat  for  those  patients. 
Some  of  the  girls  made  fuflge  and  the  Red  Cross  provided 
cigarettes  and  matches,  so  when  those  men  lined  up  for 
evacuation  the  next  morning  the  nurses  were  there  with 
cornucopias  of  goodies  and  each  patient  was  sent  away  with  the 
"bon  voyage'*  of  his  Ihtor  nurse  ringing  in  his  ears.  The  hand 
of  fate  seemed  mysteriously  to  evacuate  those  patients  on  that 
particular  morning,  for  by  the  time  that  dinner  was  to  be 
served  their  number  was  almost  replaced  by  the  raggede«t. 
most  forlorn  buucii  of  stragglers  I  have  ever  seen.  They  were 
for  the  most  part  British  soldiers,  fiUliy,  hungry  and  footsore. 
Some  had  spent  four  years  of  hard  labor  in  the  salt  mines 
of  Metz,  and  when  the  (lermans  gave  them  thoir  freedom 
they  set  forth  without  rations,  proper  shoes  or  transporta- 
tion. Our  hospital  sheltered  over  two  hundred  of  these  ex- 
prisoners^  gave  them  baths,  clean  clothing  and  boils,  and,  best 
of  all,  was  able  to  share  the  turkey  and  goose  and  pumpkin 
pie.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  timely  evacuation  of  the  morning 
we  would  have  been  forced  to  feed  them  the  "corned  willie/' 
the  hardtack  and  coffee  of  an  emergency  meal.  I  have  never 
seen  a  more  cosmopolitan  gatbering  seated  around  a  single 
board  than  the  one  which  graced  the  table  after  the  '^chow** 
had  been  sent  out  and  the  kitchen  force  sat  down  to  its  feast. 
Besiile  the  student  from  Colgate,  who  had  enlisted  in  the  hos- 
pital corps  in  order  to  drive  an  ambulance,  sat  an  ex-acrobat 
from  Kingling's.  The  cooks,  one  handsome  Italian,  one  East 
Side  Jew,  a  Virginia  negro  and  an  Anglo-Saxon  who  had  for- 
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merly  labored  in  a  Kentucky  brewer 
honor.  The  tliree  "Hinies/'  prisonei 
liked  and  respected  in  spite  of  race  p; 
lad  whom  we  had  adopted  after  his  da 
cans  and  who  never  did  learn  to  sai 
which  surrounded  him;  and  three  vol 
women.  ^m 

Mies  Hnngate  quoted  a  stock  query  froi 
her  equally  stock  respousca;  also  a 
are  included: 


£b3 


"Now,  Lady,  would  you  mind  cxpla 
a  'dietitian?'    You  see,  you  are  the 
have  ever  met,  and  I  would  really  like 

"Certainly.  A  dietitian  is  a  *lad 
female  of  tlie  species  is  more  deadlj 
why  they  invited  us  to  come  to  waiM 

A  mess  officer,  evidently  not  spcaki 
from  the  chief  nurse,  said  to  a  dietitiai 
for  duty;  "We  have  enough  *diet  cooks/ 
nursing  on  the  wards  ^'*  Hut  it  is  to 
again,  the  function,  if  not  the  status,  of 
»ented  convincingly,  in  view  of  the  fa 
operation  of  the  mess  officer  wae  soon  ac 
in  her  work. 

Mrs.  Thunnon,  of  Base  Hospital  N 

Many  funny  thin??**  happened,  but 
mind  most.  I  wat^  relieving  a  nurse  in 
care  of  a  patient,  a  dear  hoy,  just  ei 
out  from  under  ether.  He  w^as  niaki 
said,  **0h.  Ear!,  do  l>e  quiet ;  jurt  re 
you,  whose  back  is  almost  blown  awa 
ing."    He  replied,  "Yes !  but  that's  hi 

This  from  Ruth  Shott,  of  Evacuation 

One  mess  officer  insisted  on  servj 
because  it  was  cheap  and  he  had 


1 


And  this  from  Afiss  Palmer: 

There  was  Aimee,  our  gay,  cheery 
had  lost  everything  in  the  war. 
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in  order  to  talk  with  her  and  wrote  out  little  notes  from  their 
French  books  for  her.  She  promised  to  go  back  to  America 
with  me,  hut  she  married  the  mess  sergeant  and  came  home 
with  him  instead. 

In  passing,  a  brief  quotation  from  Bnrtha  Baldwin,  whose 
eport  follows,  is  respectfully  referred  to  whom  it  may  concern; 

Just  as  I  was  leaving  one  hospital,  the  commanding  ullicer, 
in  obedience  to  a  general  order  just  gone  out  from  Head- 
quarters, asked  me  to  assist  with  the  general  mess.  The  mess 
officer  was  a  doctor*  a  specialist  in  nose  and  throat,  but  knew 
nothing  about  foods  and  kitchens.  The  acting  mess  sergeant 
was  an  ex-butcher,  and  he  it  was  who  made  out  the  menus. 


An  account  of  the  work  of  the  dietitians  who  sen'ed  directly 
nder  the  Red  Cross  overseas  would  constitute  an  entire  chapter 
I  itself.  A  formal  report  of  the  Diet  Kitchen  Service  was  sub- 
itted  to  the  lied  Cross  hy  Bcrthn  Haidwin/"*  Red  Cross  dieti- 
an ;  also  Miss  Baldwin  furnished  the  Bureau  at  .National 
eadquartoTB  with  a  more  personal  account  of  her  sixteen 
onths  of  service.    In  the  interest  of  brevity  excerpts  are  made 

order  from  these  reports : 

The  Diet  Kitchen  Section  was  organized  in  September, 
l^n,  as  a  part  of  the  Medical  and  Surgical  Division  of  the 
Department  of  Mihtary  AfTairs,  with  Miss  Huth  Morgan  as 
chief.  The  personnel,  American  Red  Cross  registered  dieti- 
tians sent  from  the  United  States  and  auxiliary  dietitians 
recruited  in  France,  were  attached  directly  to  the  section 
registering  with  the  main  Bureau  of  Personnel,  When  the 
Women's  Bureau  of  nos]ntfll  Serviee  was  established  in  July, 
1918,  the  Diet  Kitchen  Section  still  remained  a  part  of  the 
Medical  and  Surgical  Division. 

On  Augiist  24th,  1J)18,  in  the  reorganization  of  the  Ameri- 
can Red  Cross  the  Service  of  Diet  Kitchens  remained  under 

'Berthft  X.  Baldwin  whb  bom  in  Cloverdale,  Cowley  Connty.  KansHB. 
was  graduated  from  MilwHukw-Downcr  Collejic.  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  and 
190U  rwtived  tlie  U.S.  dugrtu  at  Tt«fhcrs  College,  Colunilna  L'lUverBity, 
Y.  City.  Slip  rUd  purMuiMl  grailiialc  wcHk  at  i'^ilimihia  IniviTsity  KpIi., 
5  and  Feb..  1D16.  She  hold  tho  following  positionn  before  poiiig  overseas: 
t.  dietitian.  N.  Y.  City  Hospital.  Hkrkwpll'n  Island.  Sept.,  lOf)!*  to  Jan.. 
0;  dietitinn,  Jewish  Hoapital,  Brooklyn,  I  (I  Hi;  a8ftt.  HUperintendent, 
nliattanvilte  Day  Xurncry,  N.  Y.  C,  Aiigmst,  1014.  to  Jan..  Ifll5;  in- 
ictor  in  diuteticH,  Scliuol  of  Home  Economical,  Hattle  Creek  f^anitarium. 
5  to  1M17.  Sailed  for  Franco  February  8,  HUB  for  aervice  under  the 
irican  Red  Cross. 
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the  Bureau  of  Hospital  Administration  of  the  Me<iii*al 
Surgical  Department,  but  the  dietitians  were  placed  und«i 
Bureau  of  Nurses. 

On  January  14,  1919,  by  order  of  the  director  of 
Medical  and  Surgical  Department,  the  Service  of 
Kitchens  was  placed  under  the  Bureau  of  Nurses  in  onh 
have  the  work  more  closely  connected  with  tlie  pcrsooiM 
dietitianfi. 

On  February  1,  1019.  the  Dietitian  and  Diet  Kitchen  i 
ice  were  a  part  of  the  Bureau  of  Xursea. 

The  service  totaled  20  dietitians,  assistant  dietitiuis 
auxiliary  dietitians. 

The  demands  for  dietitiauH  far  outnumbered  the  pen 
available.  Although  nio^t  base  hospitals  had  brought 
dietitians  on  the  staff,  all  new  hospitals,  base,  camp 
American  Red  Cross,  did  not  have  them.  The  dieti 
work  justified  itself  sufficiently  to  create  a  demand  for 
personnel  of  trained  professional  workers. 


ACTIVITIES 

The  work  of  the  service  started  by  cooperating  with 
organizations  and  individuals  for  diet  kitchens  in   F: 
hospitals.     At  the  same  time  plans  for  the  work  with 
A.  E.  F.  were  formed. 

.  •  ■  ■  > 

The  first  activity  of  the  diet  kitchen  section  was  ita  coo 
tion  with  the  Bun^Hre  du  Blesse  in  installing  diet  kd 
ens  in  French  hospitals.  This  was  suggesteil  as  early  as  M 
gust,  1917*  and  on  December  21,  1917,  the  formal  agreeij 
was  signed  between  Madame  la  Marquise  d'Andigne  for 
liien-eire  du  Blesse  and  Miss  Kuth  Morgan  for  the 
can  Red  Cross. 


In  February.  1918,  an  American  Red  Cross  dietitian  { 
Baldwin  herself)  was  assigned  to  the  Bien^etre  du  Bles 
superviHC  the  American  Bed  Cross  interests  in  tlie  kite. 
She  was  made  cliief  dietitian  of  the  Bien-ftre  du  Bl 
(dietitian  en  chef)  and  organized  and  8upervise<l  the  woi 
all  the  kitchens  on  American  dietary  lines  adapted  to' 
French  military  hospital  conditions. 


From  a  general  point  of  view  the  work  was  most  sati^ 
tory  and  useful  for  the  very  sick  and  wounded,  althoud 
never  reached  the  scientific  basis  found  in  the  States.  J 
American  Hed  Cross  ceased  its  cooperation  in  maintaid 
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these  kitchens  on  February  1,  1919,  and  considered  it  a  priv- 
ilege to  hand  over  the  equipment  and  remaining  food  stnfT  to 
the  Service  de  t'<unle  fur  further  use. 

Through  the  service,  15  dietitians  or  auxiliary  dietitians 
were  supplied  to  tlie  hospitals  of  the  A.  K.  F.  and  if  the 
personnel  had  permitted  many  more  requests  would  have  been 
filled. 

Diet  kitchens  were  installed  in  several  hospitals,  and  dieti- 
tians or  auxiliary  dietitians  assigned  for  the  work.  Two 
dietitians  were  assigned  to  organization  work  of  American 
.  Keti  Cross  diet  kitchens  in  A,  E.  ¥.  hospitals. 

At  St.  Nazaire  the  dietitian  ^*  advised  in  the  building  of  a 
bifj  main  kitchen,  organized  a  cafeteria  mess  for  1(J00  con- 
valescent patients,  organized  a  complete  diet  kitchen  and 
serving  room  whi<h  fcrved  from  400  to  500  individual  diets. 
She  also  HtamlHrdized  diets  in  hospitals  and  did  advisor^'  work 
for  neighboring  oan»p  hospitals. 

...  in  the  hospital  at  Rnmornntin  and  the  officers'  hospi- 
tal in  Paris,  tJie  auxiliary  dietitians  did  splendid  work  in 
catering  (o  the  very  sick  men,  cooking  and  serving  American 
delicacies. 

Through  the  Bureau  of  Hospital  Administration  the  dieti- 
tians commented  cooperating?  in  the  food  and  nutritive  prob- 
lems of  all  hospitals  under  the  American  Red  Cross.  Plans 
for  standardizing  rntion?  and  menus,  for  administering  the 
fond^  dcpnrtnioTits  in  the  hospitals  and  for  rcgulatinfr  the  req- 
uisitions and  purchases  of  foods  were  under  way  in  Novem- 
ber at  the  time  of  signing  of  the  Armistice.  .  .  , 

•  •  •  a  * 

In  June,  1918,  the  commissioner  received  a  request  from 
the  Army  that  the  American  Red  Cross  purchase  equipment 
for  10(1  diet  kitchens  to  he  donated  to  the  Army  on  the  requi- 
sitions approveii  by  the  Chief  Surgeon's  olFice,  Tours,  The 
list  for  such  equipment  was  immediately  mode  by  an  Ameri- 
can Red  Cross  dietitian  and  the  equipment  ordered. 

One  of  the  American  Red  Cross  representatives  attached  to 

the  Second  Army  Corps  serving  with  the  B.  E.  F.  asked  in 

September,    1918,   if   the   American    Red   Cro&s   could   train 

Boldier  cooks  in   special  cooking  for  the  sick,  so  that   men 

having  sliglit  cases  of  grippe,  dyseuter}',  etc.,  could  have  the 

I  proper  foods  in  their  regiments  and  thus  avoid  being  sent 

,  back  to  the  base  hospital.    Plans  were  worked  out  between  the 

Aura  J.  Hawley. 
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chief  8urjj:eon  of  the  Second 
Diet  Kitchen  Service,  and  a 
arrangi'd  a  two  weeks'  course,  j 


1 


GENERAL  WOUK  Aj| 

To  this  service  was  referrel 
niaiuls  of  a  dietetic  nature  tl 
quarters.  A  dietitian  wap  pr| 
o6Bce  or  available  through  thi 
Bureau  of  Hospital  Adminial 
food  per  month  of  the  Ameril 
nurpes'  humcs  were  estiniatod,' 
looked  up  and  sent  out  on  rem 

•  •       ••       1 

In  spite  of  limited  pereonal 
food  and  equipment,  the  dieti 
thoroughly  justificil  iti^?If  and. 
Army.  The  appreciation  of  d 
ages  the  Service  to  ho|>e  that  | 
lasting  value. 

Some  idea  of  the  operation 
diet  kiu^hens  in  Amit  hospij 
following  excerpts  from  ii^nei 
the  approval  of  C.   C.  BurliJ 
Surgical  Department,  and  inol 

Tt\X>Ti : 

In  certain  instances  the  ^ 
equipment  for  the  diet  kitchei 
pitab.  and  in  addition  may  fai 
their  operation ;  and  may  alaf 
erated  by  tlie  American  Red^ 
kitchens  shall  be  under  the  B 
Surgical  Department  ] 

Equipment  for  diet  kitcheos 
TeqMSt  of  the  commandinf  dl 
of  the  Chief  Sui^reon  of  dM  i 
the  leciion  in  whioh  the  hosph 

The  per<ionnel  f»>r  operati]|| 
either  M  dietitians,  nnrse^  or  i 
tieoKX.  All  ptfsonsel  for  4 
thromih  the  Ranm  of  Xutsml 
the  coBUBUkduur  officer  vill  n 
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lations  concerning  conduct  and  hours  of  duty  of  nurses,  as  laid 
down  by  the  commanding  officer  and  chief  nurse  of  that 
hospital. 

The  American  Red  Cross  in  placing  these  special  diet 
kitchens  in  Army  hospitals  is  not  attempting  to  operate 
within  the  hospitals  iadependeutly  of  the  comnmnding  officer. 
It  must,  therefore,  be  remenihered  that  the  American  Red 
Cross  is  operating  the  diet  kitchens  as  a  part  of  the  hospital, 
entirely  under  the  established  hospital  administration. 

The  purpose  of  est-iblishing  these  diet  kitchens  functioning 
exclusively  under  the  Meilical  and  Surgical  Department  is  to 
provide  special  foods  for  the  sick.  They  should  not  be  diverted 
from  this  purpose  and  hecome  canteens.  The  diet  kitchen 
becomes  an  official  part  of  the  hospital  and  in  sernng  food  to 
the  sick  must  be  closely  supervised  by  the  officials  of  the 
hospitals. 

In  her  personal  account  Miss  Baldwin  says: 

The  fall  of  1917,  when  the  American  Red  Cross  began 
preparing  for  the  years  work,  plans  were  made  for  special 
foods  for  the  future  sick  anJ  wounded,  anil  through  tlie  Hieri- 
Hre  du  Blessi — a  Franco-American  society — diet  kitchens 
were  subsidized  for  French  hospitals.  The  needs  of  the 
American  hospitals  when  our  Army  would  be  needing  their 
services  were  arranged  for.  In  December,  1017^  trained 
registered  dietitians  were  cabled  for. 

...  I  was  the  first  to  be  sent  over  for  American  Red  Cross 
work,  arriving  February  19,  1918. 

I  was  loaned  to  the  Bien-Hre  du  BIcsse  to  look  after  the 
American  Red  Cross  interests,  under  Miss  Ruth  Morgan,  chief 
of  the  diet  kitchen  section^  under  Dr.  Burlingame.  The 
Bxeri'Hre  du  BlessS  made  me  chief  dietitian  to  install  and 
organize  and  supervise  all  their  diet  kitchens,  to  standardize 
the  equipment,  the  diet^,  the  menus  and  the  recipes.  ...  I 
was  transferred  temporarily  to  American  service — American 
Red  Cross  Hospital  N'o.  101.  The  men  who  had  volunteered 
for  the  trench  fever  experiment  had  just  been  sent  out,  about 
70  in  number,  and  I  assisted  in  the  food  part  of  the  work, 

.  .  .  The  greater  part  of  June  and  July.  1  was  at  ^American 
Red  Cross  Military  Hospital  No.  3  (Officers),  i'aris.  I  went 
over  to  install  and  organize  a  diet  kitchen,  hut  took  charge  of 
the  main  kitchen  with  soldier  cooks  when  the  Fronch  chef  and 
his  assistants  left,  and  later  was  asked  by  the  C,  0,  to  assist 
the  mess  officer  for  the  general  mess  in  the  main  kitchen. 
Although  the  hospital  was  not  a  large  one,  it  was  overcrowded 
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for  the  cooking  facilities.     I 
weeks  uutil  permanent  arraugemeut 

In  September,  Dr.  Burlingame, 
Hospital  Administration  of  the  Me< 
ment,  asked  for  my  asHi^ment  as  ( 
aid  in  the  food  situation  in  all  Amc 
I  continued  the  work  1  had  begun  < 
this  work  was  entirely  organized 
Armistice. 


vm 


Since  all  work  in  the  military 
in  February  1  was  assigned  to  the 
dren's  work  in  the  lyth  Arrondiss^ 
the  three  dispensaries  was  held  thei 
for  mothers,  and  a  feeding  class  foi 
and  conferences  with  mothery  and 
oped.  The  middle  of  April  the  orfi 
entirely  changed  and  my  work  I 
Frenchman,  executive  secretary  of 
in  nutrition  and  hygiene,  asked  fc 
tnres  at  the  Academy  of  Mwlicinc 
titians  at  home.  The  American  R 
this  could  be  arranged,  as  the 


J 


Miss  Baldwin's  concluding  pni 
expressed  the  opinion  of  n  woman  of  I 
well  as  special  training  in  her  profesaifl 

Dietitians  were  needed  very  had 
Cross  department  and  bureau  whic 
well  as  in  the  hospitals.  Food  wa 
those  untraineil  in  food  lines  canno 
pDssibilitieH  of  food&  If  there  euuh 
which  handled  and  jtupervified  foo<l 
— buying,  standardizing  of  recipea, 
pvople  trained  bcienti^cally  and  | 
been  quite  worth  white.  In  the  boi 
pensable,  because  neither  j»oldier  cc 
niattcT  liow  good  their  rooking)  cat 
need  or  want.  Even  in  the  staff  m 
men,  i\\r  dietitian  has  proved  hersc 
continuous  demands  from  the  An 
American  Red  Cross  could  have 
Service,  a  most  vital  part  of  w« 
reached. 
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Personally  I  have  onjoypd  immensely  my  service  in  France. 
All  my  work  has  hern  profesflional,  which  only  a  dietitian 
could  have  done.  Because  of  that  I  felt  as  if  I  were  really 
of  use. 


Sprightly  echoes  of  Miss  Baldwin's  report  may  be  traced  in 
Q  following  extracts  from  a  letter  written  by  Laura  J.  Haw- 
f  *•  to  Miss  GeorgCj  under  date  of  September  9,  1918,  Paris; 

I  told  you  of  the  joyful  welcome  I  received  at  Red  Cross 

headquarters  when  I  arrivtMl — benuiHc  I  was  to  work  with  the 

U  French — and  how  in  tliu  twinkling  of  an  eye  they  myHteriously 

r  changed  their  attitude  and  asked  me  to  go  into  a  base  hoa- 

pitaL 

I  was  ver>'  much  disappointed.  For  that  reason,  I  investi- 
gated the  situation  as  tliuroughly  as  I  could.  I  Bpent  some 
time  with  Miss  Baldwin  and  found  out  just  what  she  had  done. 

...  to  go  back  a  long  way — the  original  cable  for  six 
dietitians  come  alioiit  in  this  way:  Mrae.  d'Andigne  found  her 
work  growing  rapidly  and  was  unable  to  get  suitable  assist- 
ants. She  therefore  tame  to  an  agreement  with  the  Hed  Cross 
hy  whirh  they  8upplied  the  dietitians  ait<l  a  certain  amount  of 
equipment,  I  believe — and  she  supplied  the  food — for  the  diet 
kitchens  and  paid  the  dietitians.  Shortly  afterward  she  de- 
cided to  use  volunteeiH  and  a  second  cable  was  sent  asking  for 
volunteers. 

There  was  more  or  less  friction  and  a  good  deal  of  feeling 
on  the  part  of  the  Red  Cross  that  Mme.  d'Andigue's  work  was 
too  slow  in  being  organized.  Mi?s  Balihvin  in  the  meantime 
fitted  in  very  happily,  pleasing  both  factions,  though  Miss 
Morgan  felt  things  went  pretty  slowly — through  no  fault  of 
Miss  B.'s  of  course. 

Then  I  appeared.  Miss  Morgan  and  Mine,  d*Andigne  got 
together.  (Bolh  of  these  women  are  exceedingly  erratic  and 
altogether  chnrmini^,)  The  outcome  of  tlie  interview  wns  that 
for  the  time  the  Red  Cross  decided  to  open  no  more  kitchens 
under  Ihe  Bim-eirr  du  lUesae.  Mme.  <VA.  offered  to  pay  me 
a  salary  and  put  me  at  once  at  the  front  in  a  diet  kitchen  if  I 
would  leave  the  Red  Cross,  rather  tf  1  could  leave.  She  was 
not  asking  me  to  leave.  She  told  nie  she  was  anxious  to  have 
graduate  dietitians  and  could  pay  them  herself, 

aura  Jay  ITawley  wn»  born  in  !?aU  Lake  City.  She  Btudied  at 
ord  (lllinoiai  CoIIckp  and  nt  Stwut  TnBtitiile,  Mcnomoniv.  Wie,  She 
ati  dietitian  for  the  fJirton  School  at  Winnetka.  111.  ami  also  for  tlie 
e^tional  Trnining  School.  Chicago,  Her  military  order  states, 
will  sail  April  10,  1918.  fur  service  in  French  milUary  hospitals." 
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Through  her  wide  social  aequain 
into  many  French  hogpitals  where 
cannot  go  at  all — that  is  why  the 
operated  with  her. 

All  tliii<  sounds  very  mixed  u] 
the  whole  situation. 

I  was  sent  to  St.  Nazaire,  wW 
Army  hospital — not  a  Red  Cross  oi 
frantically  for  a  Red  Cross  dietitian 
Burlingame  said  1  could  make  the  j 
for  the  proposition  was  probably  thi 
can  say  is  that  /  hop(  it  was  the  woi 

Quite  unolTicialiy  V\l  tell  you  tb 
inches  in  the  basement  kitchen,  wh 
in  garbage  cane.  The  food  was  fr 
oflicers'  trays  were  impossible. 

Everything  is  wretchedly  slow  ove 
have  done.    I  am  afraid  you  will  no 

1.  Built   new    kitchen    for   enlid 
lescent),  introducing  cafeteria 

2.  Had  new  diet  ^^lips  printed. 

3.  Ruilt  and  equipj)ed  diet  kitch< 

4.  Standardized  liquid  and  soft  c 

5.  Invented  system  for  serving 
diet  kitchen  to  patients  in  o 
rc])ort  has  been  made  on  this 
as  suggestive  to  other  hospitali 

In  the  meantime  I  have  run  the  c 

I  have  gone  all  around  France,  mi 
neretistiries — breaking  all  the  rules 
away  with  it. 

This  week  I  am  in  Paris  seeking  i 
our  main  kitchen.  The  mess  sergea 
nothing — ^o  I  am  particularly  delij 
im[)ossible  myself. 

A    Britii^h   dietitian    and    a    volt 
offered  to  me  as  understudies  but  I 
longer  and  have  an  honest  to  ffoodn 

This  is  a  stupid  letter,  sticking  U 
to  write  you  an  interesting  one.  Mj 
Red  Cross,  Paris. 

1  <lon*t  know  of  any  two  dietitiani 
thing.     But  each  problem  is  unique 

I  have  Iv.'cn  very  thankful  to  hav 
having  our  uniforms  like  the  nun 
professional  women. 
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Space  permits  of  no  morp  tliau  a  passiug  uotlce  of  the  work 
done  b^'  the  dietitlaiia  in  the  Red  Cross  huts.  Miss  Hazeu*8  '"^ 
report  quoted  bi?low  t^mtaiiu'd  tliree  iutercstiug  touches;  A 
tribute  Uy  thu  spleuditl  work  of  the  luauy  practically  uutrained 
''hut'*  workers;  un  evideully  iunocfmt  c(mtrasting  of  the  atti- 
tudes of  mind  of  two  commaudiug  officers,  and  an  entirely 
iifli'vo  statement  that  the  real  interest  of  a  dietitian  is  the  feed- 
ing of  the  sick: 


^ 


My  work  in  Fraiif^e  was  rather  unique  becfiuse,  while  T  hntl 
had  more  theoretical  diei  work,  having  taught  the  three  years, 
arul  an  inuth  ])nu'ticHl  work  as  mauy  of  the  girls^  1  did  less 
actual  diet  work  than  most  of  the  dietitians. 

The  few  weeks  1  spent  at  American  Ked  Cross  No,  5  at 
Auteuil,  Paris,  was  as  dietitian.  When  the  hospital  was  closed 
there  I  was  sent  to  Vichy  to  take  charge  of  the  kitchen  of  the 
Ked  Cross  recreation  hut.  .  .  , 

The  girls  in  charge  were  doing  splendid  work,  but  they 
were  not  acr-ustomed  to  working  with  thv.  huge  quantities  of 
material  necessarily  handled,  which  were  almost  beyoml  them, 
and  they  welooiucd  my  arrivfll.  At  that  tin>e  we  were  serving 
cocoa  in  the  afternoon  between  one-tliirty  and  three;  the  time 
had  to  be  limited  because  there  were  such  swarms  of  boys  that 
the  line  often  reached  clear  through  the  hall  and  down  the 
street  for  a  block. 

Not  only  did  we  serve  the  cocoa  in  the  hut,  but  at  the  sug- 
gestion of  Colonel  Webb,  the  commanding  officer  of  the  center, 
cocoa  and  sandwiches  were  served  to  every  boy  after  he  came 
from  his  hath.  This  was  done  because  so  many  of  them 
seemed  weak  and  hungry  following  the  bath. 

At  that  time  we  were  serving  from  fK)  to  120  gallons  of 
cocoa  a  day  and  from  1200  to  18(10  enormous  sandwiches. 
I  did  none  of  the  serving  but  simply  had  charge  of  the 
kitchen. 


After  Chrietmaa  as  the  work  grew  easier,  we  started  the 
making  of  special  delicacies  to  send  into  the  ho-ipitnls.  In 
working  in  the  hospital  I  had  found  the  boys  craving  the  little 
special  things  such  as  they  had  had  at  home.  With  the  consent 
of  the  colonel  a  system  was  worked  out  whereby  we  could  dis- 

" Gertrude  Hazvn  waa  born  in  ChetopA.  Kannas.  She-  stiiditn]  at  Baker 
ITniverBity,  Baldwin,  KanriAf^,  «nd  at  tin'  CHrncgip  Institute  of  Technology 
at  Pittsburgli.  Later  she  received  thv  degree  of  Muster  of  Arts  at  the 
UniverMity  of  Kansas.  She  was  an  ini*tnicfor  in  Uumv  ecortoiiites  in  the 
Abilene.  Kanwift.  Hijfh  School,  also  in  the  Howard  Payne  Junior 
ut   Favette,  Missouri. 
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cover  the  things  the  boy  was  cra^r 
thing  to  him.  I  did  a  ^rcat  deal  of 
1  liked  to  keep  in  toiu*h  with  the  he 
tlie  hospital  only  aftrr  the  day's  w< 
not  have  a  minute  of  spare  time  di 
.  .  .  The  doctor  and  the  nurses 
onr  work,  hei-ause  most  of  the  caw 
food  was  the  main  thing.  We  foum 
to  the  boy's  whiniB  to  get  him  start 
he  would  eat  not  only  the  things^ 
lar  mess. 


}  Wj 


When  1  was  sent  to  Savenay' 
served  in  any  of  tlie  huts  outside  of 
cookies.  I  started  right  in,  tryinj 
and  the  most  ei*ononiical  way  of  g( 
days  after  my  arrival  we  were  ser 
huts.  1  secured  the  cooperation  ol 
there,  so  ihat  they  made  the  coco« 
kitchens  while  we  furnished  th^ 


We  sent  some  food  into  the 
of  Colonel  Cooper  was  obeyed,  for 
in  a  dissatisfartion  with  the  army 
told  me  that  1  pulled  two  boys  thrc 
lived  had  it  not  Ix^n  for  that  cater 

...  1  thought  perhaps  you  woul 
one  dietitian  in  France  did  when 
beaten  ]>ath.  You  see  I  was  accnst 
as  we  had  them  in  the  huts,  and  I 
thorough  grounding  in  the  scienli 
and  food  preparation » and  I  declan 

It  is  rather  a  far  cry  from  the  gnlk 
dreds  of  sandwichea  mentioned  in  Mi 
more  or  less  domestie  atnuisphore  of  . 
director  of  the  personnel  houses  of  tl 
8alouiki.  It  must  be  mentioned,  hon 
enjoyed  a  brief  sway  in  a  inilitan*  h 
George  under  date  of  June  0,  11>15»: 

*•  E.    ConstAiirr    Duugliii   wan  Iwrn   in    Bri 
ttatwj  from  tin-  rnivrrBity  o(  CaUfuniin  in 
unte    work    nt    ColumW*    InivnTfiity.    N.    V. 
fU'ii'fiOf  ill  ShiiHlH.  Cat.,  High  Schrvol  for  a  v< 
lOIH.  WM  dietitian  in  CUrtioliJ   HoHpitnl,  ^ 
R*d    C-ro»a   wrvict*    in   October,    1910.      U 
diriH'tor  nf  lln*  R«i  ('nuui  unit  with 
of  her  an  bring  ^'inti'tligmt"  and  aa 
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I  believe  I  wrote  you  from  Paris — or  rather  from  American 
Red  Cross  HuspiLa!  Nu.  101  iu  Neuilly.  about  the  first  of 
January.  I  was  a  patient  there  for  over  two  weeks,  and  as 
Boon  as  I  reooverKd  was  asked  to  take  the  plare  of  dietitian. 
That  meant  transferring  to  the  French  Commission  whirh  at 
first  disappointed  me,  but  seemed  the  thin":  to  do»  and  turned 
out  very  liappily.  The  work  was  no  juke  na  I  had  to  be  house- 
keeper also,  the  previous  one  having  snocunibed  to  the  Hu.  but 
I  enjoyed  it  all,  from  marketing  days  twice  a  week  to  training 
the  French  maid  to  prepare  special  diets,  keeping  my  ac- 
counts, and  visiting  the  employment  bureaus.  .  ,  . 

Miss  Delano  was  at  the  hoHpital  about  a  week  while  I  was 
first  there,  and  seemed  so  well  and  lit  when  she  left  tliat  it 
seemed  incredible  to  hear  of  her  death.  .  .  . 

I  came  down  to  Saloniki  in  March  via  Rome,  Tarento, 
Itea  and  Bralo,  the  last  three  towns  designating  the  British 
route  of  transportation  into  the  Balkans.  The  British  cer- 
tainly provided  for  us  most  carefully  all  along  their  line  and 
it  was  quite  fun  staying  iu  their  (.ampti  and  meeting  the 
"Sister,  Also  they  represent  sanitation  and  rleanlincps  which 
is  more  than  I  can  say  for  the  native  inhabitants.  1  think  it 
would  amuse  our  people  at  home  to  see  the  members  of  our 
groujj  starting  up  conntry  with  cantt^f^riK  of  boilwd  water,  large 
pieces  of  unbleached  muslin  to  cover  the  railway  chairs,  and 
other  precaiitions  against  sickness  and  ""cooties.*' 

Here  at  Saloniki  I  have  charge  of  the  housing  and  feeding 
of  the  South  Serbian  unit  personnel  and  surh  of  the  general 
staff  as  are  still  stationetl  here.  We  expected  to  do  relief  work 
with  the  refugees  here  in  which  case  I  planned  to  establish 
food  clinics  in  connection,  with  the  medical  clinics,  hut  none 
of  it  has  materialized  to  date.  We  have  three  two-story 
houses  and  a  fiat,  in  the  better  part  of  the  town  and  right 
dowu  near  the  water  front. 

The  greater  part  of  our  supplies  come  from  our  own  ware- 
houses, but  I  also  purchase  through  the  British  canteen,  the 
French  bazaar  and  get  some  few  tilings  from  the  Italian 
warehouse.  I  have  a  perfectly  good  little  Ford  three  after- 
noons a  week,  one  time  of  which  I  gu  ont  to  the  American 
Farm  for  fresh  milk,  cream  ami  butter,  and  usually  stay  to 
4ea  with  Doctor  and  Mrs,  House.  .  .  . 

There  urc  practically  no  hospital  diets  to  prepare  here  as 
our  personnel  are  verj'  seldom  sick  and  only  occasionally  are 
patients  brought  down  from  the  connlrv.  although  a  few  days 
ago  I  had  both  a  typhus  and  a  typhoid  recuperation  case 
come  in  together.  I  find  myself  doctor  and  nurse  both  for  our 
own  few  cases,  and  in  fact  my  line  uf  activity  is  quite  varied. 
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I  am  stire  I  shall  graduate  with  a  Ph.D.  in  something  when  I 
get  through  here. 

.  .  .  The  chief  maladies  we  have  to  guard  against  are  ma- 
laria, dyitentcry,  typhus  and  typhoid,  and  cholera  possibly.    I 
keep  our  drinking  water  hoiled  and  all  food  from  the  opea« 
market  carefully  washed  and  well  cooked.    I  have  both  tirediH 
and  Serbian  help  besideii  mme  Bulgarian  prisouers,  bo  eon- 
vcrsation  is  carried  on  by  "signs  and  wonders.'* 


This  may  not  be  technically  dietetic  work  but  it  ta  inttt- 
esting  and  worth  while.     Anyway,  alnm^t   no  oue  over  he 
is  doing  what  he  planned  when  he  started. 


1 


For  two  of  the  dietitiana  who  served  overseas  there  was  to  be 
no  home  coming.  Cara  Mea  Kewih,  of  Sunta  Ana,  California, 
a  graduate  of  Milwaukpe-l)<iwnfr  College,  iind  sf^rving  witbH 
Base  Hospital  No.  08,  died  0<?tober  IS,  1918,  and  was  buned^ 
in  England.  Marian  Helen  Peck,  of  Green  Spring,  Ohio,  • 
graduate  of  the  Boaton  S<'h<M»l  of  Domestic  Science,  di<Ml  Febni-^ 
ary  17,  1919,  at  Base  Hospital  No.  44  and  was  buried  at  Su-H 
reanes,  France.  ^ 

A  report  of  some  homely  "peacetime"  work  came  from  thf 
Red  Cross  Commission  for  Albania  in  1920,  in  b  It^tter  from 
the  chief  nurse,  Miss  Caroline  RobLnaon,  to  Miaa  Hay.  Il  read 
in  part  as  follows: 

In  Koritza,  Miss  Palmer  is  taking  charge  of  the  bouie.  Am 
she  has  a  good  cook  it  does  not  require  nnich  of  her  hum  •« 
she  and  Mins  Brown  have  a  children's  clinic  in  the  mornioj 
and  give  instruction  iii  practical  work  iu  th«  oflvraoos/MtJi 
Brown  visiting  the  homei«. 

Miss  Oades  is  holding  sewing  classes,  which  make  cloihiif 
for  the  children.  She  is  also  supervising  the  orphaaagv  tttl 
has  a  small  school  for  children  who  do  not  attemi  ibe  poUic 
schools.    I  hope  they  will  be  ahle  to  clotlu'  i'  '    tdmi  aiv^ 

turn  them  over  to  the  public  schooU  as  th>  .t  Ictft  IS 

schools  in  Koritza. 


I 


kMtl3       I 

M 
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Early  in  the  year  1919  the  question  of  the  dutiea  and 
of  dietitians  in  military  hospitals  again  received  attraUfla- 
On  March  8,  Circular  Letter  No.  131  was  iacued  by  tbe  oik* 
of  the  Surgeon  General  to  Commanding  Officer,  Oen<Tal«  Bav 
and  Port  of  Embarkation  Hospitals,  l)i!partnH*nt  Suryccona  Mti 
Camp  Surgeons,  Certain  Post  Hospitula,  Surgouua,  ludepeadnt 
Posts,  Air  Service: 
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1.  A  consideration  of  the  duties  and  status  of  dietitians  in 
a  number  uf  military  hospitals  indicates  the  necessity  for  a 
general  statement  defining  rather  exactly  the  dietitian's  place 
and  duties.  It  is  realized  that  any  such  general  statement  will 
be  subject  to  modification  when  applied  to  individual 
hospitals. 


2.  RELATION  OF  DIETITIAN  TO  HOSPITAL  STAFF. 

The  dietitian  is  respoiiRiblo  as  far  as  her  professional  work 
is  concerned  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  hospital.  As 
assistant  to  the  mess  officer,  she  cooperates  with  him  and  the 
chief  nuTHe-  The  chief  nurse  of  the  hospital  will  send  in  a 
separate  elliciency  report  of  dietitians,  monthly,  basing  this 
report  not  only  on  her  own  observations,  but  on  those  of  the 
mess  officer  as  well.  Socially,  the  status  of  the  dietitian  should 
be  that  of  nurses,  and  in  matters  of  conduct  she  is  under  the 
authority  uf  the  chief  nurse. 

3.  STATUS, 

The  dietitian  is  a  civil  employee  of  the  Medical  Depart- 
ment, but  to  place  a  competent  dietitian  on  the  same  basis 
(with  cooks  and  muids  is  an  injustice  to  her  and  a  disadvau- 
iage  to  the  honpital  in  which  she  is  working.  Dietitians 
designated  as  head  dietitiana  receive  an  additional  $5.00  per 
ciontli.  Dietitians  performing  the  duties  of  head  dietitians 
ibut  not  so  designated  should  be  recommended  for  such 
*  appointment. 

'     4.  DUTIES, 

(a)  Of  the  head  dietitian. 

Reports  to  the  chief  nurse,  or  ward  surgeon,  deficienciea  of 
eervire  found  in  wards  in  order  that  these  may  be  corrected 
through  proper  clianuels.  Reports  deficiencies  of  preparation 
and  service  found  in  the  mess  hall  and  kitflicna,  to  the  mess 
officer.  Inspects  serving  of  food  in  all  the  wards  and  has  the 
responsibility  of  seeing  that  it  is  properly  prepared.  Super- 
vises and  assigns  tlie  work  of  her  assistants.  Is  responsible 
for  the  planning  of  all  patients'  menus  but  confers  with  mess 
officer  concerning  market  conditions  before  approving  menus. 

(b)  Of  the  dietitian. 

Have  immediate  supervision  of  the  preparation  of  food  in 
the  general  patients'  mees^  sick  officers'  mess  and  nurses'  mess 
(if  desired  by  commanding  officer).  They  also  have  charge 
)f  the  filling  of  the  food  carta.  Have  immediate  supervision 
)f  general  diet  kitchen.  Plan  menus  (these  to  be  approved, 
kowever,  before  use  by  the  head  dietitian).    Have  direct  re- 
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sponsibility  for  the  preparation  of  diets  and  should  be  sup- 
plied with  suilicieut  help  to  relieve  them  of  the  details  of  this 
preparation.  Visit  wards  to  confer  with  ward  surgeons, 
uursets  and  iu  suitable  cases  with  patients  regarding  special 
diets. 

5.  EQUIPMENT. 

The  head  dietitian  should  have  an  oflSce  proTided  with  a 
desk,  the  otticc  to  be  located  in  a  quiet  place  near  the  mees 
department  or  diet  kitchen. 

ti.  The  value  of  the  dietitian  to  the  hospital  is  largely  de* 
termiued  by  the  degree  to  which  cooperative  relations  are  •»• 
tahlished.  Conferences  at  regular  intervals,  in  whirh  Xht 
conmiandinp^  ufllcer  meets  with  the  head  dietitian^  chief  uant 
and  moss  olTiccr,  are  recommended. 
By  direction  of  the  Surgeon  General : 

C.  R.  Daiwalu 
Colonel  Medical  Corpe,  U,  S.  A. 
Executive  OtTtccr. 

In  June,  1919,  the  United  States  Public  Health  Service  insned 
Bureau  Circular  Ix'tter  No.  173  to  the  '^Medical  Officer  in 
Charge,  United  Stntea  Marino  and  Public  Health  Sorvice  Hot- 
pitals,"  in  regard  to  dietitians'  service.  The  instructiooa  and 
specifications  c*)ntained  in  this  circular  are  practically  idmtica] 
with  those?  issued  by  the  office  of  the  Surgeon  General,  but  a  few 
rather  interesting  variations  are  noted  under  their  apcci^l  bcad- 
ings  (the  italics  are  the  author's} : 

Eelatxon  of  Dietitian  to  Hospital  Staff, 

,  ,  .  She  18  expected  to  work  in  coordination  with  fn.  h 
other  oflRcials  iuchidiug  the  chief  nurse  a*  may  be  drJ'iglul^l 
by  the  olTiter  in  charge.  The  efficiency  of  the  dietitian'*  *<t- 
vifca  will  be  determined  from  rejiorts  of  uard  surgeonj^  iif>' 
are  directly  responsible  for  the  pre.*iTibing  of  dieta^  Th**  th-rf 
nurse  will  also  render  a  monthly  statement  of  the  eflficifon 
of  the  service  of  frxids.  The  dietitian  ha«  social  Ktatu*  ih^ujI 
to  that  of  the  chief  nurse,  but  hubjrct  at  all  time*  U\  *u*h 
regulations  and  rcittrictions  a.s  muy  be  in  force  governing  aU 
nurses  in  the  service  of  the  hospital. 

The  dietitian  is  a  civil  scientific  employee  of  thr  liarcaa* 
and  is  not  to  bn  placed  on  tkeMnrne  btijtvt  uilk  cooks  a$^ 
To  do  so  19  an  injustice  to  her  and  a  difiadmtitft^  to  tbc 
hospital.  .  .  . 


I 
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While  perhaps  few  persoiis  could  have  been  found  sordid 

'.ough  to  have  desired  the  prolongation  of  the  war,  the  fact  re- 

ains  that  the  sudden  termination  of  actiiul  hostilities  eame  as  a 

stiiK't  shock  to  nnmberB  of  persona  engaged  in  absorbing  war 

tivities,  and   cherishing  eijually   absorbing  plans  for  future 

complisliinent.     The  vicissitudes  of  the  dietitians  offer  a  case 

point.     Since  the  earlier  months  of  the  war,  Miss  Thompson 

d  felt  the  need  for  a  supervising  dietitian  to  care  for  the 

ainess  of  the  service  in  the  otiice  of  the  Surgeon  General. 

)  funds  being  available  for  the  salary,  she  at  last  hit  upon 

;  plan  of  placing  such  a  person  upon  the  pay-roil  as  a  clerk 

the  Anny  Nurse  Corps.     Miss  Cooper,  who  hud  volunteered 

•  the  servicCj  was  appointed  by  Miss  Thompson,  but  only  in 

16  to  take  the  oath  of  office  on  the  day  of  the  signing  of  the 

mistice,  a  little  late  to  bring  much  in  the  way  of  aid  and 

»uragement  to  the  dietitians  in  the  overseas  service. 

The  method  of  the  appointment  was  a  makeshift,  but  it  indi- 

ed  a  willingness  on  the  part  of  Miss  Thompson  to  see  the 

airs  of  the  Dietitian  Service  directed  by  a  ptfrsou  of  that  pro 

sion.     The  duties  assigned  to  ]^Iis8  Cooper  included  the  gen- 

1  supervision  of  the  work  of  all  dietitians,  reapousibility  for 

recruiting,   assigimient,   transfer   and   discipline.      In   the 

irse  of  her  work  Miss  CiDoper  inspected  the  dietary  depart- 

nts  of  thirty  Army  hospitals.     The  portion  of  Miss  Cooper's 

ort  which  was  published  in  the  Keport  of  the  Surgeon  Gen- 

1,  U.  S.  Army,  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  1919,  Vol.  II,  Page 

J7  is  given  below ; 

The  Dietitian  Service  although  a  comparatively  new  branch 
of  the  MediLal  Department  has  grown  considerably  in  size  and 
importance  sinte  the  beginning  of  the  war,  at  which  time 
there  were  no  dietitians  attached  to  army  hospitals.  At  the 
close  of  the  fiscal  yca.T,  June  3Q,  1I>18,  there  were  164  die- 
titians in  the  serviee.  At  the  time  of  the  signing  of  the 
Armititice,  November  11,  1918,  there  were  350  dietitians.  Of 
this  niunber  84  served  overseas;  the  remaining  273  were  dis- 
tributed among  97  base,  general  and  post  hospitals  of  the 
United  States.  Since  the  signing  of  the  Armistice  the  num- 
bers have  been  gradually  decreased.  194  having  been  dis- 
charged or  are  under  orders  to  proceed  to  their  homes  for  dis- 
charge from  the  service.  There  are  still  28  overseas  or  en 
route  to  this  country.  There  sre  1+3  stil!  in  this  country  and 
Hawaii,  distributed  among  52  hospitals.  Nine  (9)  new  ap- 
pointments have  been  made  to  fill  vacancies. 
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Early  in  November,  1918,  a  supervising  dietitian  wu  ap* 
pointed  and  assigned  to  duty  in  the  Surgeon  GeneraKs  office^ 

The  increasing  demand  on  the  part  of  hospitals  for  addi- 
tional dietitians  and  complimentary  verbal  reports  from  whh 
manding  officers  are  evidences  of  the  popularity  of  this  bran 
of  the  service.  Some  of  the  larger  hospitals  have  had  as  man 
as  ten  dietitians.  During  the  epidemic  of  influenza  ihr  die- 
titians proved  themselves  of  inestimable  value  in  orgnnumg 
forces  for  the  feedin;^  of  the  sick  and  well.  Three  dietitia 
lost  their  lives  during  the  epidemic  and  several  others  wr 
seriously  ill  from  it.  It  seems  unfortunate  that  these  profi 
sional  women,  who  worked  side  by  side  with  uursc9.  doctort 
and  enlisted  men,  should  not  have  the  privilege  of  War  Ki^k 
Insurance. 

The  value  of  food  and  nutrition  for  both  sick  and  w«U  haf 
come  to  be  recognized  as  such  an  important  factor  in  armr 
life  that  it  is  believed  that  the  dietitians  have  t-ome  to  b«  a 
permanent  factor  in  all  well  regulated  Army  hospitals  as  well 
as  civilian  hospitals. 

Unfortunately  for  the  development  of  the  office,  iliss  Coopcr'i 
leave  of  absence  from  her  work  in  the  Battle  Creek  SchiMil  of 
Home  Economics  cf>uld  not  be  extended  and  she  relinquished  her 
position  in  the  Surgeon  General's  office  in  July,  1019,  To  •u^ 
(*eed  ^[iss  Cooper  it  was  not  easy  to  find  a  dietitian 
of  the  degree  of  training,  discrimination  and  exiv-iitire  a 
which  the  situation  demanded,  and  who  would  l)e  wilH 
accept  the  position,  or  who  could  l»e  spared  from  wh 
position  she  might  be  filling.  However,  previous  to  ber  de- 
parture, Miss  Cooper  had  written  to  Josephine  Happer,  a  gnA- 
uate  (tf  the  University  of  Illinois,  who  was  then  dietitian  at 
Jefferson  Barracks,  asking  her  to  undertake  the  work.  Tbia  Miai 
Happer  etmsented  to  do,  but  was  transferred  to  Walter  RwJ 
Hospital,  presumably  for  the  reason  that  the  budgi-ta  of  all  tb* 
departments  were  being  rtnlueed  to  such  an  extent  that  the  Artny 
Nurse  Corps  no  longer  hud  sufficient  funds  to  allow  for  tlif 
salary  of  a  supervising  dietitian.  She  remained  on  the  pa 
at  Walter  Keed  Hospital  but  was  sent  to  the  SurgeoQ 
office  on  temporary  duty.  From  this  time  i»u  the  office 
an  empty  title.  In  reporting  ber  experienoe  Miw  Ua 
wrote: 

My  duties  while  at  the  Surgeon  Oencral's  offiee  wrre 
the  tranEiferring  of  dietitians  from  one  hospit*!  to 


I 
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keeping  records,  answering  letters  from  dietitians,  in  fart  all 
letters  conrerning  dietitians.  During  the  time  1  worked 
in  the  Surgeon  Generars  office  I  worked  at  Walter  Reed  for 
two  weeks  when  a  number  of  the  dietitians  were  sick.  Most  of 
the  work  was  done  under  the  supervision  of  Major  Stintson, 
or  of  some  of  her  assistants. 


th  the  passing  ont  of  the  rule  pcmnitting  field  emplojeps  to 
!upy  a  bureau  or  office  position,  Miss  Happer  was  transferred 
Camp  Dix  in  tbo  early  part  of  February,  1020,  and  Major 
mson  took  over  the  work  of  the  office.  The  fotlawing  letter 
tn  Major  Stimson  to  Miss  Cooper,  under  date  of  February 

1920,  is  self-explanatory  as  to  subject  matter,  but  in  passing 
night  be  said  that  possibly  any  dietitian  with  sufficient  train- 

and  experience  to  make  her  acceptable  to  the  profession 
lid.  have  hesitated  to  accept  as  predetermined  a  position  as 

one  here  suggested.     Major  Stimson  wrote; 

It  is  not  at  all  my  desire  to  take  over  the  Dietitian  Ser- 
vice, but  for  the  time  being  it  is  necessary  for  me  to  do  so.  I 
have  been  searching  diligently  for  some  accredited,  graduate 
dietitian  who  is  also  a  graduate  nurse,  into  whose  hands  1  can 
put  the  Dietitian  Service.  Such  a  person  could  be  appointed 
into  the  Army  Nurse  Corps,  and  there  would  be  no  difficulty 
about  the  payment  of  her  salary. 

dch  in  brief  is  the  story  of  the  aupervifling  dietitian  under 
\rmy  Nurse  Corps.  To  any  that  it  was  here  an  empty  name 
»t  to  criticize  the  Nurae  Corps  as  amdi.  A  similar  nialadjust- 
t  would  have  persisted  had  the  dietitians  been  placed  under 
alien  service.  The  problem  of  suitable  food  for  the  army 
idod  beyond  the  hospital  and  the  dietitians  should  have  been 
ided  in  and  answerable  to  the  general  Food  and  Nutrition 
sion  of  the  military  organization. 

afinite  recognition  of  the  work  of  tlie  dietitians  came  to 
in  various  ways.     The  bestowing  of  decorations  by  the 

sb  Govornmeut  upiui   five  of  those  who  served  with  the 

sli    Kxpcditionurv    Fc trees    has    already    been    mentioned. 
the  American  Expeditionary  Forces  had  approval,  if  not 

)rations,"   to  ulTcr  waa  related  by  Miss  Huugate  iu  the 

uding  paragraph  of  her  report: 

Tn  July,  1919,  T  found  myself  one  of  all  the  remaining 
dietitians  of  the  A,  E.  F.,  on  board  the  Imperator  and  bound 


1428  HISTORY  OF  AMERICAN  RED  CROSS  NURSING 

for  home.  Of  course  we  exchanged  experiences  and  found  no 
two  had  faced  parallel  conditions.  We  had  all  gotteji  so  far 
from  our  training,  from  our  ideal  of  a  dietitian  and  her  work, 
that  most  of  us  were  inclined  to  be  disflppoiutCHl  in  our  results. 
A  bri^ndior  general  who  was  a  fellow  passenger  did  much 
to  hearten  us  and  rei^stahlish  our  morale.  He  wanted  to  pt*r- 
gonally  meet  and  tl)ank  eome  dietitians  for  their  good  work, 
lie  said  that  his  only  experience  in  an  Army  hospital,  some 
year8  before  the  war,  had  hrnnded  them  in  his  con^ciousneM 
88  places  of  badly  selected  food,  poorly  prepared,  and  ult«rl? 
unlit  for  the  sick.  To  his  surprise,  when  he  became  a  patient 
in  nn  A.  E.  F.  hospital  he  was  served  trays  of  palatable,  well 
chosen  food,  and  uixin  inquiry,  learnetl  that  a  college  trained 
dietitian  was  reHponnible.  He  was  so  entliusiastic  over  oor 
work  that  he  thought  it  should  not  be  confined  to  hospitals 
alone,  but  should  be  extended  to  the  feeijing  of  the  entire 
Army,  where  cooks  and  mess  sergeants  could  be  given  train- 
ing and  tiuperviflioa  in  the  pre[mration  of  food  and  Iht  bal- 
ancing of  menus. 

And  Major  Hoskins,  who  visited  nearly  every  camp  and 
cantonment  hospital  in  this  country,  had  this  to  say: 

li^Tien  the  dietitians  first  came  into  the  Army,  they  enroos- 
tered  many  difficulties  incident  to  the  introduction  of  women 
into  whnt  had  previously  been  in  the  military  experieoer  a 
Btrictly  masculine  pursuit.  I  have  much  admiration  for  th* 
skill  with  which  they  niet  these  tactical  difficultiea,  and  the 
valuable  service  they  rendered  to  the  army. 

Morf^  to  be  flpprociated  than  any  of  the  fon^going  wm  di» 
approval  voiced  by  Surgeon  Genera)  Ireland  when  he  9Ut«d '* 
that  the  dietitians  hnd  proved  themsr'lvos  of  snob  raitse  to  tb» 
Army  that  the  orgjinization  of  an  Army  general  boapital  ataff 
which  did  not  include  thoin  could  sw^arccly  K*  contemplated  any 
more  than  one  which  did  not  include  nuraca. 

The  homo  work  of  the  Nursing  Service  and  with  it  xhf 
Dietitian  Service  paral]elo<l  the  work  abroad  thmughniit  th*' 
war  pcrriMJ.  In  March,  T.»1H.  the  Htirean  of  Instmrtinn  waa 
divided  into  a  Hnrenn  of  Instruction  and  Nnraea'  Aide*  and  a 

"TMlimoninl  nffiTH  by  thp  Siirj?o<in  Orni>ral  «t  ■  irpaeUl  mi*rthtf  r^  Ita 
Xatiiinti)   ('ornmittw   on    Red    Crona   Nur«ing  Service  oallrd    -  r^» 

n»>ftdqunnrr«i.  Juntinry  «,    If  ,2.  to  coniidcr   •  propoMi  to  tkl 

Nutrition  Service  of  the  Retl  CroM. 
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Bureau  of  Dietitian  Service.  Miss  George  assumed  responsi- 
)ilitrv  for  the  latter  under  the  guidance  of  the  Committee  on 
Dietitian  Sei'vice. 

At   this   time   the   United   States   faced   the  possibility  of 

everal  years  of  war.     The  course  in  Home  Dietetics  was  sup- 

ilemeuted  in  June,  1918,  by  the  publication  of  a  manual  on 

Emergency  CtH>king  for  Large  Groups  of  People,"  a  pamphlet 

titcndcd  *'aa  a  j^niidt-  for  instruction  in  cooking  for  larfre  p*oup9 

f  people  in  omcrgcncies,  such  as  fires,  Hoods,  the  movement  of 

roops,  etc.,  which  Ked  Cross  Chapters  are  frequently  called 

pon  to  meet.'*     Several  months  later  materinl  for  a  course  in 

War  Diet  in  the   Home''  was  issued.      Instruction   in   Home 

dietetics,  as  in  Home  Hygiene  and  Care  of  the  Sick,  was  first 

irried  on  entirely  by  National  Headquarters  dealing  directly 

ith  the  local  organizations  giving  the  courses.     But  following 

le  decentralization    in   March,    1918,   Division    Directors  of 

ursing  were  made  responsible  for  all  details  pertaining  to 

lese  classes.     The  plan  was,  however,  to  appoint  special  direo- 

rs  of  this  service  under  the  nursing  service  in  each  Division, 

id  during  the  year  following  directors  were  appointed  in  the 

tlantic  Division  and  in  the  Central  Division.     The  appoint- 

ent  of  instructors  continued  to  be  made  from  National  llead- 

larters. 

As  has  been  shown  earlier  in  this  chapter,  the  original  course 

Home  Dietetics  wiia  plujined  tt*  *'give  in  a  simple  way  the 

idi-rlyiui^  printnph'S  of  cotikery,"  but  this  wns  soon  found  to 

inadeqnate  to  tlu;  needs  of  the  time.     The  limitations  and 

strictioua  of  the  food  supply  were  putting  upon  the  people 

c  task  of  making  substitutions  for  this  or  that  food  material 

licli  chanced  ti)  be  at  the  time  either  nnobtainable  or  needed 

r  the  fighting  forces.     The  hardships  consequent  U)  the  use 

unaccustomed  fonds  was  found  to  be  more  than  a  fpu^stion  of 

regoing  one's  preferences.    As  a  matter  of  fact,  certain  "sub- 

tutes,"   8o  called,   were  in  many  cases  not   substitutes,   no 

(tter  in  what  form  they  were  served.    It  became  t'videut  that 

knowledge  of  what  foods  to  select  in  order  to  supply  the 

fied  initritional  ueed^  of  the  body  was,  broadly  speaking,  of 

»re  imfwrtance  than  the  ability  to  prepare  fiHjd  well.     The 

aae  economies  workers  of  the  eoutitry   had   U'cn   modifying 

lir  teaching  to  makt?  it  eousiatcnt  with  results  of  t»baervations 

ng  made  in  the  nutrition  lalMiratoriea  of  the  eimntry,  and 

need  for  a  revision  tjf  the  Ked  Cnisa  course  in  Home  Die- 
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tetics  became  apparent  Accordinglj,  in  the  spring  of  191d» 
Mabel  Wellman,  Head  of  the  Department  of  Home  Eoonomioi 
of  the  University  of  Indiana,  was  asked  by  tbe  bureau  to 
prepare  a  course  whicli  should  be  based  upon  the  principles 
underlying  the  selection  of  adequate  food  and  emphasize  th* 
importance  of  these  as  compared  with  mere  skill  in  food 
preparation. 

While  Miss  Wellman  prepared  the  bulk  of  the  course-.  Dr. 
Dorothy  Reed  Mendenhall,  of  the  University  of  WiacoDfiin« 
furnished  the  material  for  the  lessons  on  infant  fe<»ding  and 
food  for  the  child,  and  Caroline  Hunt,  of  the  U.  S.  Department 
of  Agriculture,  States  Itelations  Service,  wrote  the  chapter  oD 
"Calculation  of  the  Dietary."  As  rapidly  as  this  material  could 
be  gotten  in  shape  it  was  sent  out  to  the  classes  by  the  bureau 
in  typewritten  form  pending  the  time  when  the  leaaooa  oould 
be  unified  and  printc^d  as  a  textbook. 

Unfortunately  for  the  class  work  in  Home  Dietctica  the  work 
of  preparing  the  now  c^mrse  of  lessons  was  retarded  throng 
pressure  of  other  obligations  which  seemed  of  more  importflnoe 
at  the  time.  In  January,  1019,  Miss  George  wrote  Mi« 
Delano,  who  was  then  in  Paris: 


We  have  gone  very  slowly  with  the  Home  Dietetics  pi 
.  .  .  So  many  of  our  very  good  ^•ommittees  on  dietitians 
elusive  these  days;  they  all  seem  to  have  an  enorroous  lot 
do  under  any  number  of  different  organizations. 


The  workers  in  the  field  were  not  slow  in  seeing  that  a  nev 
impetus  had  been  given  to  the  whole  subject  of  food  and  nutri* 
tion  and  that  the  Red  Cross  was  faci^  by  an  addin:!  respoQA- 
bility  concerning  it.  In  a  letter  to  Miss  George,  Miss  Sdk. 
director  of  Dietitian  Service  of  the  Atlantic  Division,  aaid: 

Home  Dietetics  has  no  popularity  becauiie  the  avaiUbk 
instructors  have  tried  to  toarh  according  to  the  texttiook. 


t  to    ■ 

I 


A  little  later  Mrs.  Mchlig,  director  of  the  aervioe  for  thr 
Central  Division,  wrote: 

In  one  case  the  texture  of  the  cnstfird  int^reftef!  the  teadMV 

morp  than  its  uw»  in  the  diet,  i*  'inpfMi- 

tion.    There  has  been  BO  much  cr  ^i           :  _iil  I  feel 

tho   neefl   for  holding  oar  instnicton  up  to  4  Terf  lii|k 
standard. 
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She  added: 


Mies  Marlett,  of  Wisconfiin,  writes  mc  that  the  Red  Cross 
course  will  have  to  be  sufficiently  worth  while,  before  the  Ex- 
tension teachers  will  be  warranted  in  teaching  it. 

In  August,  Lettie  O.  Welch,  director  of  the  Nursing  Service 
of  the  Mountain  Division,  wrote  to  National   Headquarters: 

It  is  very  gratifying  to  know  that  a  complete  change  of  plan 
for  Home  Dietetics  instruction  has  been  made.  I  trust  that 
the  revised  plan  proves  more  feasible  than  the  previous 
one.  .  .  . 

It  is  my  desire  to  assist  in  this  activity  to  the  fullest  extent 
"le. 


The  widening  scope  of  the  Dietitian  Service  was  suggested 
by  Miss  George,  in  a  letter  to  Miss  Noyea,  nrqiieating  uuthf->riza- 
tion  to  reprcfleut  the  Red  Cross  ut  the  meeting  of  the  Araoricnu 
Home  Economics  Association  to  be  held  in  Blue  Ridge,  North 
Carolina,  in  June,  1919: 

It  is  desirable  to  present  to  the  American  Home  Economics 
Association  the  revised  Red  Cross  course  in  Home  Dietetics. 
Several  members  of  the  Committee  on  Dietitians  will  be  pres- 
ent, and  will  present  the  matter  and  lead  in  discussions  that 
may  arise.  A  rough  draft  of  the  nutlines  is  being  prepared  by 
the  Department  of  Agriculture  in  cooperation  with  the  Red 
Cross  which  will  be  ready  by  June  2(>th, 

Another  object  in  having  a  Red  Cross  reprcHcntative  at 
the  meeting  is  to  arrange  for  cooperation  with  the  Ilome 
Demonstration  agents  through  the  States  Relations  repre- 
sentatives who  will  be  present*  in  organizing  Red  Cross  classes. 

It  will  also  be  pertinerit  to  the  establishment  of  this  edu- 
cational work  in  the  South  to  confer  with  the  large  representa- 
tion of  household  economics  people  from  the  Southern  stated 
who  will  be  present 

In  granting  the  authorization  requested  Miss  Noyes  said : 

I  Fhall  be  very  glad,  indeed,  to  have  you  attend  the  conven- 
tion which  meets  at  Blue  Ridge,  N.  C,  and  feel  sure  that  it 
will  be  greatly  to  the  advantage  of  the  Dietitian  Service  of 
the  Red  Cross. 

On  Jidy  15,   1919,  Miss  George  resigned  her  position  as 
>*    of    the    Bureau    of    Dietitian    Ser\dce ;    Margaret 
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Sawyer,  a  graduate  of  the  Univeraity  of  Illinois,  succeeded  hefj 
at  National  Headquarters. 

The  year  following  her  graduation  Miss  Sawyer  studied  a 
Cornell  ^ledieal  School  and  Russell  Sage  Institute  of  Palliologr 
in  Now  York  City.     Following  this  she  was  made  instructor  o£j 
applied  nutrition  in  the  State  University  of  Towa,  where  sh 
remained  for  three  years.     Because  of  the  service  she  was  ab 
to  render  when  the  medical  staif  of  the  University  was  depict 
hy  war  time  demands,  Miss  Sawyer  was  not  called  into  acti 
war  service  until  it  was  decided  to  make  some  test  observation* 
upon  the  diet  of  aviators.     In  October,  I^IS,  she  was  orde 
to  report  for  duty  at  Ellington  Field,  Houston,  Texas,  but 
was  shortly  transferred   to   Rockwell   Field,   San   Diego,  Call 
fornia.     Later  she  was  assigned  to  Walter  Reed  Hospital  o; 
detached  duty,  remaining  there  until  July,  1911),  when  she  wal 
made  director  of  the  Bureau  of  Dietitian  Service.  ! 

Because  of  Miss  Sawyer^s  special  training  and  interest  in  thtf 
subject  of  applied  nutrition  the  date  which  saw  her  assumptioif 
of  the  position  would  seem  trt  constitute  a  naturnl  dividing 
point  lietween  the  work  which  the  bureau  found  at  hand  during^ 
the  war  and  which  Miss  George  had  so  faithfully  directed,  audi 
the  now  firld  which  was  opening  up  before  it.  I 

With  the  prospect  of  being  able  to  place  a  director  of  tlie- 
service  in  each  of  the  Divisions,  the  need  for  the  very  large' 
Committee  on  Dietitian  Service  was  no  longer  apparent.  AtJ 
a  meeting  held  in  Cincinnati  on  Septemlx-r  11,  ll'lD,  the  ComJ 
mittee  on  Red  Cross  Dietitian  Service  made  the  following 
recommendations  to  the  National  Committee  on  Red  Crosa 
Nursing  Ser^'ice: 

I.  That  the  present  committee  of  nineteen  members  be  re- 
duced to  five  members. 

II.  That  the  national  director  of  the  Bureau  of  Dietitian 
Service  act  as  the  secretary  of  the  National  Committee  on 
Red  CroHs  Dietitian  Service. 

III.  That  a  director  of  the  Bureau  of  Dietitian  Service  be 
placed  ill  e&vh  of  the  Division  oflices. 

IV.  That  the  members  of  the  committee  bo  Dr.  Rutk 
Wheeler,  head  of  Department  of  Home  Economics,  Goufher 
College.  Baltimore,  Jld. ;  Miss  Edna  N.  White,  head  of  De- 
partment of  Home  Economics,  Ohio  State  University,  Colum- 
bus, Ohio;  Mis.s  I^na  F.  {\iopor,  director,  School  of  Home 
Economicp,  Battle  Creek  Sanitarium.  Battle  Creek,  Michigan; 
Miss   Elva  A.   George,  former   director  of  the  Red  Crort" 
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Bureau   of   Dietitian   Service,  and   Miss  Margaret   Sawyer, 
present  director,  Bureau  of  Dietitiau  Service. 


Bj  unanimous  vote,  Dr.  Wheeler  was  elected  chairman  of  the 
!5^atioual  Committee  on  Red  Cross  Dietitian  Service, 
•  At   a   meeting  of  the   National   Conunittee  on   Red   Cross 
Q'ursing  Service  at  Wasliingtan,  D.  C,  December  9,  11)19,  these 
econuuendatioua  were  approved. 

At  this  same  meeting  the  chairman  announced  that  the  text- 
ook  on  dietetics  would  he  discontinued  and  a  new  course,  of  a 
jsaon  phui  type,  which  was  then  under  preparation,  would 
e  used. 
Also,  it  was  moved  by  Miss  Palmer  that  the  director  of  the 
'cpartment  of  Nursing  further  investigate  the  privih^ges  to 
hich  nurses  were  entitled  in  the  War  Risk  Insurance  and 
iport  hack  to  the  Advisory  Committee. 

Mrs.  Higbee  moved  to  amend  by  inserting  *'and  dietitians'* 
iter  nursea.  The  motion  as  amended  was  carried. 
The  secretary  of  the  Committee  on  Dietitian  Sennce  ex- 
:€8fled  a  wish  that  the  name  of  the  bureau  be  changed.  It  was 
icided  tliat  this  bo  referred  back  to  the  director  of  the  Depart- 
ent  of  Nursing  and  the  secretary  of  the  Committee  on  Dieti- 
in  Service  for  adjustment.  (The  change  of  name  to  Bureau 
Nutrition  Service  was  noted  in  tlio  Annual  Report,  June  30, 
'20.) 

Although  the  impetus  which  the  war  had  given  this  bureau 
d  boon  very  considerable,  each  month  of  the  transitional 
riod  of  1010-1920  marked  a  further  demand  for  development 
the  field  of  nutrition.  At  a  hitcr  meeting  of  the  Natioinil 
inmittee  on  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service  held  April  14,  1!J20, 
Atlanta,  Georgia,  a  very  interesting  and  extensive  pmgram 
s  recommended  bv  the  Committee  on  Dietitians  and  was  in 
rt  as  follows: 

The  qualifications  for  enrollment  in  the  Dietitian  Service 
,  of  the  Anieritan  Ked  t-ross  feliall  be  graduation  from  an  ac- 
credited srlnjol  of  home  econonjics.  .  .  . 

All  courses  shall  be  given  by  enrolled  Red  Cross  dietitiau 
instrnotors. 

State  Committees  on  Red  Cross  Dietitian  Service  shall  be 
formed  in  each  state.  .  .  . 

The  organization  of  the  National  and  State  Committees  on 
Reil    Cross   Dietitian   Service   shall    he   worked    out   by   the 


1434  HISTORY  OP  AMERICAN  RED  CROSS  NURSING 


director.  Department  of  Nursing  and  the  director,  Bureau  of 
Dietitian  Service,  and  shall  include  the  following  points: 

A.  The  National  Committee  ou  Red  Cross  Dietitian 
Service, 

1.  The  National  Committee  on  Red  Croes  Dietitian  Ser- 
vice shall  l>c  composed  of  five  members,  three  of  whom  shall  be 
nominated  by  the  American  Home  Economics  Associatiuu  and 
two  by  the  American  Dietetic  Agsociation. 

2.  The  membere  of  the  National  Committee  on  Red  CroM 
Dietitian  Service  shall  be  members  of  the  National  Commit^ 
tee  on  Red  Cross  Nursing  Service. 

3.  All  members  shall  be  enrolled  Red  Cross  dietitians. 

4.  A  quorum  of  thia  committee  shall  consist  of  three  mem- 
bers. 


The  method  of  appointment  of  members  of  the  State  Com- 
mittee on  Red  Cross  Dietitian  Service,  their  qualifications 
and  the  functions  of  these  committees  were  also  outlined. 

It  was  also  recommended  that  the  program  of  the  DietitiAD 
Service  showing  activities  already  undertaken  and  the  su^ 
gested  extension  be  worked  out  by  the  Deportment  of  Nursing 

"Any  one  nutrition  center,"  the  report  oontinued,  '*ni*j 
include  nil  or  part  of  the  following  adaptations." 

I.  A  center  where  nutrition  clinics  for  r^  rbo  tw 
suffering  from  malnutrition  may  be  held.  Tit-  iren  aif 
followed  into  their  homes  where  the  mothers  arc  givMi  ttwtfvc- 
tion  and  help. 

II.  A  center  to  which  any  individual  or  agency  may  rdn 
its  nutrition  problems. 

III.  A  center  where  food  for  the  sick  may  be  prepared  aad 
distributo<]  upon  request  from  any  agency,  physif-ian,  dlRMO- 
sary,  ho&pital.  or  public  health  nurse,  and  where  indindnib 
may  be  sent  for  instruction  in  the  preparation  of  food  tot 
special  diseases. 


if  188  Sawyer  presented  the  report  to  the  National  Committee. 
It  was  moved  by  Miss  Gladwin  that  the  reoommeudatioas  toads 
in  the  ri'port  us  read  be  incorporated  in  the  material  to  be  pn- 
pun'd  by  the  chairman  and  later  referred  to  the  mcmbcit  of 
the  National  Committee  on  Kcd  Cross  Nursing  Srnrioe.  Tlua 
was  carried.  The  chairman  explained  that  it  would  be  oeoe*- 
sary  to  Include  the  five  members  of  the  ComLmittce  on  Red  Cvoh 


I 


I 
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ietitian  Service   in   the  National   Committee  on  Red   Cross 
uraing  Service. 

The  report  of  the  Bureau  of  Dietitian  Service  for  the  year 
ding  June  30,  1020,  told  its  own  story: 

The  fiscal  year  may  be  considered  the  transitional  year  in 
the  develojiment  of  the  Bureau  of  Dietitian  Service.  The 
responsibilittea  assumed  during  the  war  neceBsarily  had  to  be 
continued  and  at  the  same  time  a  definite,  constructive,  work- 
able program  had  to  be  developed  in  harmony  with  the  gen- 
eral peace  program. 

Ah  the  Army  had  no  aii[>ervi8ing  dietitian  siure  January  1, 
19?0,  litis  bureau  has  acted  as  a  recruiting  agency  for  the 
Army  as  well  as  for  the  Xavy  and  United  States  Public 
Health  Service.  It  1ms  also  acted  in  an  advisory  capacity  to 
the  dietitians  being  discharged  from  the  service  and  has  been 
the  means  of  putting  many  of  them  in  touch  with  openings,  as 
well  aH  aiding  many  Ijospitals  in  sei'uring  dietitians. 

The  Bureau  of  Dietitian  Service  has  12,387  enrolled  dieti- 
tians. These  women  are  all  trained  in  home  economics. 
Forty-four  meml^ers  were  enrolled  during  the  fji^cal  year,  14 
as  hospital  dietitians  and  30  as  instructors  in  Food  Selection, 
niakiii*^  a  total  enrollment  of  501)  hospital  dietitiana  and  1,878 
instructors. 

The  supplying  of  dietitians  to  the  Army,  Navy  and  United 
States  Public  Health  Service  hospitals  and  the  extension  of 
its  course  in  Home  Dietetics  were  the  main  activities  of  this 
bureau  on  July  1,  191M.  In  developing  the  health  program 
of  the  American  Red  Cross  it  soon  became  apparent  that  the 
activities  in  the  field  of  nutrition  would  have  to  he  extended 
to  meet  the  health  needs  of  the  comuuiuitieH.  This  concep- 
tion necessitated  the  complete  reorganization  of  the  bureau 
and  its  activities, 

A  definite  policy  of  cooperation  was  worked  out  with  the 
States  Kelationa  Service  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
and  in  each  of  the  four  Divisions  in  whicrh  a  director  of  the 
bureau  has  been  placed,  a  definite  plan  of  cooperation  has 
been  effected  with  each  State  Kxtension  Service. 

It  was  decided  that  the  most  cJTuetive  contribution  this 
bureau  could  make  to  the  health  program  was  the  develop- 
ment of  nutrition  classes  for  undernourished  children,  the 
establishment  of  hot  school  lunches,  and  the  extension  of  its 
course  in  Food  Selection. 

Special  nutrition  clftsses  for  undernourished  children  were 
carried  on  in  Red  Cross  Chapters  under  the  leadership  of 
nutrition  experts.     Tlie  nutrition  worker  organized  and  con- 
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ducted  these  classes,  followed  the  children  into  their  homers 
where  she  assisted  the  mother  in  solving  the  food  problems 
relative  to  the  diet  of  the  entire  fainUy,  and  also  coopcrate»i 
with  the  social  worker  and  the  public  health  nurse  in  sjH'ciiil 
cases  wherein  they  needed  advice  and  assistance.  Three  nu- 
trition centers  were  established  during  the  fiscal  year,  while 
138  nutrition  clinics  were  conducted  in  the  Atlantic  and 
Soiithorn  Divisions. 

Because  the  development  of  nutrition  classes  for  under- 
nourished children  promises  to  l>e  the  most  important  jirti%il» 
of  the  bureau  and  because  there  is  great  need  of  standardiiiDg 
the  conduct  of  them,  a  plan  whereby  there  will  \xi  at  least  oufl 
center  in  each  Division  for  the  training  of  nutrition  worken 
has  been  l)€gun.  An  effort  is  being  ntade  to  rstnldish  ihww 
centers  in  cooperation  with  a  Department  of  Home  Kcunomicn. 
Such  a  ciiiipcrative  plan  is  being  worketl  nut  between  'IVarh- 
ers  College  and  the  New  York  County  Chapter,  and  reabody 
College  and  the  Nashville  Chapter. 

The  course  in  Food  Selection,  replacing  the  formrr  cminv 
in  Home  Dietetics,  comprises  a  study  of  foods  and  the  facton 
which  determine  the  selection  of  an  ailequate  diet  for  the 
family.  During  the  fiscal  year.  102  classes  were  held  aad 
1,41)7  students  certified  in  this  course. 

The  Bureau  of  Dietitian  Service  stimulated  an  interai 
in  hot  whftol  lunches  and  assisted  in  their 
through  Chapter  Committees  on  Nursing  Ai-ti 
Chapter  School  Committee  of  the  Junior  Hed  Cross  in  conD* 
ties  not  served  by  a  Home  Demonstration  agent,  and  in  locaU- 
ties  where  the  request  came  from  the  Extension  Serrice. 

The  administrative  work  of  the  bureau  hud  demanded  aluMxt 
the  entire  attention  of  the  director  and  the  uei'd  for  aaaistaiifV 
became  apparent.  In  Noyeniber.  1!*20^  Anna  IL  Van  Meter, 
a  graduate  of  the  University  of  HIinois,  and  for  wvcral  rean 
a  member  of  its  faculty,  also  later  professor  of  Home 
nomies  at  Ohio  State  University,  was  made  aHtistant  •' 
of  the  bureau.  Miss  Van  Meter's  first  work  after  r». 
^"^ationnl  Headquarters  was  the  making  of  necessary  revM| 
in  the  lesBons  in  F«v>d  Selection.  Within  a  few  mcmtha 
long-promised  textbook  was  published  and  ready  for  dlmti- 
but  ion. 

During  the  months  following  the  sudden  contractioti  in  war 
activities  the  Red  Crosa  passed  through  many  transitional  a 
toutativc  phases  in  muttcra  of  orgauizatiou  and 
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nd  the  Nutrition  Service  had  its  full  ahure  of  these  cxperi-* 

ices. 

A  special  meeting  of  the  nutrition  members  of  the  National 

ommittee  was  called  for  Aiig:u8t  17,  1020.    Miss  Noyes,  chair- 

an,  Miss  Edna  White,   Miss  lluth   Wheeler,  Miss  Elva  A. 

eorgc  and  Miss  Margaret  Sawyer  were  present. 

The  chairman  explained  that  the  meeting  had  been  called  to 

acnss  the  transfer  of  the  Nutrition  Service  from  the  Nursing 

the  Health  Service,  according  to  a  proposal  made  to  Dr. 

jrrand  by  Mr.  Aliinroe  and  Dr.  Peterson,  director  of  Health 

trvice.    She  stated  that  inasmuch  as  the  pro^ara  of  the  service 

d  changed  with  the  development  of  the  health  program  of 

B  Red  Cross  she  felt  willing  tn  see  the  service  developed  on 

independent  basis,  particularly  as  a  profession  other  than 

s  nursing  profession  was  involved ;  hut  she  saw  no  reason  for 

to  be  changed  from   its  preaont  position  and   placed  under 

?dical  direction  in  Heaith  Service,  and  she  felt  tliat  no  good 

^ument  had  been  offered  to  convince  her  of  the  advantages  of 

^h  a  change.     She  stated  further,  however,  that  if  the  Nutri- 

nal  Committee  agreed  that  saich  a  change  seemed  desirable, 

s  would  offer  no  further  objection. 

The  members  of  the  committee  expressed  themselves  as  in 
rmony  in  general  with  Miss  Noyes'  point  of  view. 
Miss  Sawyer  stated  that  she  thonght  that  a  service  which 
ruited  its  per&unnel  from  a  distinct  pn)ft'3Riiutal  group 
mid  not  be  administered  under  any  different  group,  and  for 
t  reason  recommended  that  the  Nutrition  Service  he  made 
independent  sen'ioe.  However,  if  the  Health  Service  were 
de  to  include  all  of  the  health  activities  of  the  Red  Cross, 
Tition,  as  one  of  the  activities,  would  necessarily  have  to 
included. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned  to  Mr.  Mnnroe's  office, 
tir.  Munroe  stated  that  he  felt  tliat  it  was  an  administrative 
iter  and  that  for  such  reasons  he  wished  to  see  the  transfer 
he  Nutrition  Service  to  the  Health  Service.  The  Nutrition 
mnittee  expressed  their  desire  to  see  an  independent  service 
finally  agreed  to  accept  the  decision  of  the  general  manager 
t  nutritional  work  should  be  transferred  to  the  Health 
vice. 

fotwithstauding  the  apparent  finality  of  Mr.  Munroe'a 
ngr  no  formal  steps  were  taken  to  effect  the  transfer  and 
matter  was  lost  sight  of  following  the  appointment  by  Dr. 
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Farraud  of  a  committee  (later  known  as  "The  Chainnan's 
Comniittoo  of  Inquifv")  to  conduct  a  study  of  tbe  entire  Red 
Cross  organization.  Tbe  results  of  the  findings  of  this  com- 
mittee in  80  far  as  they  affected  the  Nutrition  Service  were 
shown  by  the  following  excerpts  from  the  committee's  report 
submitted  January  12,  11)21 ; 

Nutrition  Servxce:  Nutrition  Srrvice  should  hare  diatinc- 
tive  recognition  as  a  part  of  the  program  and  should  include: 

A.  Development  at  National  Headquarters  of  general  poli- 
cies and  national  contacts  and,  in  each  division,  r»f  state  con- 
tacts, with  assistance  to  the  chapters  in  developing  their  local 
contacts. 

B.  Information  and  advice  for  the  benefit  of  personnel  in 
each  division  and  of  executive  secretaries  and  paid  workere  u 
well  as  officers  and  volunteers  in  the  chapters,  concerning  no- 
trition  service  and  ways  of  enlisting  and  using  trained  local 
volunteer  personnel  in  this  service. 

C.  Development  of  a  suitable  text  for  classes  in  Food  Se- 
lection and  of  a  procedure  for  organizing  and  conducting 
such  c-la»?8es. 

D.  Arrangements  for  enrollment  and  training  of  worken 
in  nutrition  service  who  will  Ite  available  for  employment  bjr 
Army  and  Navy  and  other  government  hospitals  and  by  chap- 
ter committees  and  civilian  hospitals. 

The  Minutes  of  the  meeting  of  the  Central  Comroitter,  JaD* 
uary  29,  1921  (page  1821),  included  tbe  following: 

VOTED:  That  the  Central  Committee  approves  in  gemnl 
the  report  of  the  Chairman's  Special  Committrr  of  Inquirr. 
more  particularly  the  fundamental  change  from  a  depart- 
mental orjjanization  to  a  line  and  staff  organization,  etc.  .  .  . 
and  that  it  is  the  hope  of  the  Central  Committee  that  tbe 
transformation  can  be  completed  by  July  1^  1921. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Red  Cross  Nutrition  Service  for 
the  year  ended  June  30,  lft21,  told  the  remainder  of  the  story, 
in  so  far  as  it  is  connected  with  this  history,  and  was  in  its(4f 
both  a  recapitulation  and  a  forecast  of  the  Red  Cross  Nutritko 
Service. 

Nutrition   Service  operated   as  the   Bureau  of   Xu 
Service  in  tbe  Department  of  Nursing  until  tb*  gsDcral 


4 
4 


THE  DIETITIAN  SERVICE 


1439 


irganizatiou  plan  of  the  American  Red  Croes  went  into  effect, 
April  1,  1921.  Since  then  it  has  operated  as  a  separate  Bcr- 
viee.  It  has  continued  the  work  of  enrolling  women  trained  in 
home  economics  to  act  as  dietitianB  in  hospitals  of  the  Array, 
Navy  and  United  States  Public  Health  Service,  or  as  in- 
structora  in  the  course  in  Food  Selection.  The  standards  for 
enrollment  are  being  raised  through  a  more  critical  coiiHidera- 
tion  of  the  qualilications  of  each  caadidatu  than  was  possible 
under  the  pressure  of  war  coudilicus.  Twenty-two  hospital 
dietitians  and  101  instructors  were  enrolled  during  the  year. 
The  total  enrollment  at  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  was  2^514. 

The  line  of  activities  of  the  service  determined  upon  last 
year  in  conformity  with  the  general  plan  of  permanent  opera- 
tions of  the  Ameriian  Ked  Cross  has  been  continued,  Co^ 
operation  with  the  States  Relations  Service  of  the  United 
States  Department  of  Agriculture  has  been  strengthened,  and 
in  those  divisions  in  which  the  service  has  a  director  the  work 
in  cooperating  with  the  State  Extension  Service  is  progress- 
ing satisfactorily. 

The  prevalence  of  malnutrition  among  children  of  the  na- 
tion, rich  and  poor  alike,  as  shown  by  inspections  made  by 
physicians,  is  a  menace  to  the  health  of  the  nation  and  as  such 
constitutes  an  emergency  which  calls  for  help  from  the  Red 
Cross.  Such  aid  is  being  given  by  the  Nutrition  Service  as 
rapidly  as  its  resources  will  allow,  along  the  following  lines: 

1.  Nutrition  classes  for  undernourished  children. 

In  schools  in  cooperation  with  the  school  physician 

and  the  school  nurse. 
In  community  centers  allied  with  social  organizations. 
In  cooperation  with  Home  Demonstration  agents. 
In  cooperation  with  tJie  Public  Health  Service. 

"Reports  for  tlie  year  show  1.114  nutrition  classes  conducted 
with  an  enrollment  of  22,0*JG  children.  Four  thousand,  seven 
hundred  and  thirty-two  visits  were  made  to  the  homes  of  these 
children. 

A  training  center,  to  give  the  nutrition  specialist  the  tech- 
nique for  the  conduct  of  nutrition  classes,  is  now  in  operation 
in  New  York  City  through  the  cooperation  of  Teachers'  Col- 
lege, Columbia  University,  and  the  New  York  County  Chapter. 
A  similar  training  course  of  six  weeks  was  begun  in  June  at 
the  State  University  of  Iowa,  the  Department  of  Home  Eco- 
nomics and  the  University  College  of  Medicine  cooperating 
with  the  special  instructor  in  nutrition  from  the  Red  Cross. 
Several  other  universities  have  shown  great  interest  in  this 
plan  and  have  asked  that  they  be  allowed  to  establish  similar 
relations  with  the  Red  Cross. 
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S,  Classes  in  Food  Selection. 

Organized  among  the  mothers  of  children  in  na- 
tritioii  classes. 

Organised  among  other  groups  as  an  independent 
Chapter  at'tivit}'. 

Organized  in  cooperation  with  Home  Demonstration 

agents. 

These  { lasries  are  conducted  by  instructors  Bclectud  from  Ibe 

list  of  enrolled  dietitians.     The  textlx>ok,  *'The  Red  Crow 

Course  in  Food  Selection/'  has  been  revised  and  published 

recently. 

During  the  year  reports  were  received  from  163  classei 
Food  Selection  and  1,587  certificates  were  issued. 

3.  Hot  lunches  for  school. 
Nutrition    Service   has   worked    in    cooperation   with 

Junior  Red  Cross  Service  and  with  the  Home  Demounttratian 
agents  and  teachers  in  stimulating  an  interest  in  providing 
hot  luncht^  in  schools.  Two  hundred  and  twenty-e«f\ru  sticfa 
activities  were  reported. 

4.  Nutrition  training  courses  for  Red  Cross  personnel. 
In  the  special  training  courts  for  Chapter  CAecutife  *«■»- 

tarics,  which  are  being  aeveloped  by  a  numl>er  of  «flucationsl 
institutions  in  cooperation  with  the  Red  Crowi,  raryiii); 
amounts  and  phasei*  of  home  economics  are  included.  dc|»fDd- 
ing  entirely  upon  the  pctint  of  view  and  ex]M'M.  f  th^  in- 

structors.    In  some  coses  the  matcriuj  inchi«l  "»»ri  wl^ 

quate,  in  others  not.     To  meet  this  HitUHtiuu  t!  tioa 

Service  is  preparing  a  suggestive  outline  of  ni:  -  b** 

included  in  the  training  course  for  Red  Cross  «ecrrtariC9i  asti 
field  representatives. 

Inasmuch  as  most  of  the  Chapter  Kxecutivr  8«rret«ii«s  tad 
Public  Hcultii  Xurses  receive  their  field  training  in  UTfaaii 
communities,  rather  than  in  rural,  it  is  thi*  d4*«irv  of  the  Na* 
trition  Service  to  plan  a  c-ourse  whii  h  will  deal  with  the  pmb- 
lems  of  the  rural  home  in  distinction  from  tho«e  of  the 
home. 


• 


I 


In  concluding  this  chapter  it  may  be  said  that  history 
its  own  limits  botli  as  to  subject  matter  and  cmphjuU,  and  It 
haB  in  this  case  claimed  the  greater  space  f'»r  tin-  w«r  wurl:  «tf 
tho  dietitians. 

But  with  tills  part  of  tho  storv  cndcd»  the  m 
the  Nutrition  Service  is  seen  to  bark  back  to  t)<> 
of  education.     Not  a  spectacular  sen'ice  to  hv  aare — thu  liirw 
and  painstaking  work  of  helping  <^tabliahe<]  agrnciin 
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le  too  easy  task  of  readjusting  their  programs  to  meet  the 
lonstrated  need  for  more  rational  and  consistent  education 
■egard  to  adequate  food.  Nevertheless,  it  has  been  a  service 
ch  has  embodied  to  a  high  degree  the  spirit  of  the  Red 
Bs,  which  impels  to  the  lending  of  aid  wherever  needed. 
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Base  Hospitals  Obqaniked  bt  thx  Amebicaiv  Rjed  Cross  fob  the  United 

M 

States  Navy 

1 

1 

Parent  Institution 

Director 

Chief  \urae 

Hrooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Dr.  W.  n.  Brinsmade 

Frances  Van  Ingen 

2. 

San  Ffftneiflco,  Calif, 
(l^ne  Hoapilttl) 

Dr.  Stanley  Stillraan 

C.  Elizalwth  Hogue 

M 

3. 

Los  Angeleft.  Calif. 

Dr.  Roa  Smith 

Siio  Dausei                         J 

^^^M 

4. 

Providence,  R.  I, 

(Rhode  Island  Hospital! 

Dr.  George  A.  Matiingly 

Grace  Mclntyre                 1 

^H 

5. 

Pliilrtdelphin.  Pa. 
f  MHhd^iiat  Kpiftcopal 
HoFtpital 

Or.  Robert  LeConta 

Alice  Garret 

I 

6. 

Seattle.  Wash. 

Dr.  Milton  O.  Stnrgia 

Hlant-hi'  Fairwcather 

^1 

7. 

lluuNtnn,  Texas 

Dr.  .?udflon  L.  Tuylor 

Mrt^rgte  K.  House 

^1 

8. 

Richmond,  Va. 

Dr.  A.  M.  Willis 

atTnit-c  Hall 

^H 

i    Natal  Statiow  Hospital  Uxi 

1 

TB  ObOAIVIZED  bt  THE  AUKKICAK  RXD  CbOSS 

^ 

,                 FOB  THE  UKXTD  STATES  ^ 

Javt 

J 

Location  of  rarcnt 
In*1itution 

Dirrctor 

Chief  Nur9e 

1. 

Pittsburgh.  Pa. 

Dr.  Nelson  H.  Clark 

Grace  Anthony                    " 

( St.  Margaret's  HoHpital ) 

^^^H 

2. 

PhilBdelpltia,  Pa. 
(St.  Agnc.i'  Hospital) 

Dr.  John  A.  McGlinn 

Catherine  Moran 

J 

^m 

3. 

Mcjntclair,  N.  J. 
(M'>untAinHide  HoapitftU 

Ur.  Jamea  Hanan 

Blanche  Kennedy               1 

^H 

4. 

Brooklyn.  N.  Y. 
(St  Mary's  Hospital) 

Dr,  John  A.  Lees 

Helen  Grady                       1 

^^ 

6. 

Columbuj".  Ohio 
(Crant  Hospital* 

Dr.  V.  A.  Do<td 

Carrie  E.  Churchill 

^J 

6. 

Austin,  Texas 
(Sfton  Infirmary) 

Dr.  Z.  T.  Scott 

Nell  Freund 

' 

7. 

Toledo,  Ohio 

Dr.  Charles  VV.  Moota 

Daisy  Ma  pes 

9. 

Boston,  Mass. 

Dr.  L.  R.  O.  Crandon 

Emily  Pine 
(organizing  nurse) 

10. 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Dr.  Clifford  Henry 

"recentia  Dtpdrricks 

11. 

San  Franoisco,  Calif. 

Dr.  Carl  P.  Jones 

Myrtle  C.  Chandler 

13. 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Dr.  William  E.  Roberts 

Sadie  Murphy 

14. 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Dr,  L.  C.  McAmis 

"race  Licurance 

15. 

Dubnqiie,  Iowa 

Dr.  John  C.  Hancock 

Frances  Pedersen 

10. 

PhiladelpJiia.  Pb, 

Dr.  M.  B.  Miller 

Winifred  Brown 

17. 

St'attip,  Wash. 

Dr.  John  S.  McBride 

K)dna  L.  Hohinson 

18. 

Dniiith,  Minn. 

Dr.  Arthur  Collins 

M.  Olive  Graham 

10. 

St.  Ixjui*,  Mo. 

Dr.  K.  B.  H.  UradwQhl 

Genevieve  Thorpe 

20. 

St.  Paul,  Minn. 

nr.  O.  W.  Holcomb 

Mabel  Larson 

■ 

1 
-* 
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Navy  DrrAcaaiErtTs  Obqarized  wt  thb  Amsucan  Red  Cbom  rum  Tss 
United  States  Katt 

Training  dekool  Organising  A'urt« 

Newton  Uospital,  Ncntou  Lower  Falls.  M&ss Mary  M.  Riddle 

St.  Liik(>'n  HoApilAl.  New  Bedford,  MaM Susan  E.  Enimult 

Union  HoepUal.  Fall  Kiver,  Mask Anna  K.  Rothrock 

St.  Luk«;*«  Hospital,  New  York  City Carrie  F>.  Hath 

Orange  Nfeniorial  Hntiuital.  Orange,  N.  J B«M]e  Millman 

Protestant  Episcopal   Hospital.   iMiiladelpliia Katlierin*  Urown 

Alk'glii'iiy  Oenvrul   HuHpttiil,   Fitlsburjjh,   Pa.. LettiM  Draling 

Coluniliia  Hospital,  Wutilim^ton,   I).  C «. Lucy  Minni^crrode 

Providenoe  Hospital,  Wauliin^tun.  D.  C .. ......Sifter  Flavia 

University   Ho^ipital,  CharlottcHville,  Va, Margaret  U.  Cowling 

Pasadena   HoHpital,   Prntadena,  Cal Lila  Pickhardt 

8i.  I^ikc'n  Iloeipital.  San  FraneiiK^o,  Cal Rather  A.  Rruwa 

Sratlle  General  Hospital.  Suuttlf,  Wash Ftlulyn  Hall 

St.  Luke*H  Hospital,  Seattle,  Watih Johanna  Rurna 

San  KraneiAco  lloi^pitftl.  San  Franoiaco.  Cal Katherine  Flynn 

Anna  .Iaquen  HuKnital,  Newhiiryport,  Maaa J«wie  Grant 

Hutler  llonpiul,  I'rnvidence,  It.   I Rvelyn  C  .Trhan 

Children's  lloKpidil,  Boston,  Mass »»^.  , .  Klijahetli  K.  SuIliTaa 

Cbildrrn'H  Hu»«pital,  Portland.  Maine Kdith  L.  Soule 

Garfield  Memorial  Hospital,  Washington,  D.  C...A>;m**C  Have* 
Eastern  Maine  Cencral  Hospital,  Hangor,  Maine. .  Ida  Washhurne 

Georgetown  Hnnpital,  Waahington*  D.  C Barbara  Sondmaier 

German  Hoapitdl.  New  York  City Charlotte  Grim 

Hartford    Hospital,   Hartford.  Conn I^iidrr  Sutherland 

Hniine  of  Mercy  Hospital.  Pitt.<«Held.  Maw Mary  Marcy 

John  Sealy  Hospital,  fialv«*?iton.  Texaa ,.,.C.  L.  Shackford 

Maine  General  HoMiital,  IVirtlanil,  Maine Margaret  M.  DaarMM 

Maiden  Hospital,  Maiden.  Mass CharlotU  M.  Perry 

Boston,    Mass.,    Local    C<immittee    on    Red    Crow 

Nursing  Rervie« Julia  K.  fte^nl,  S^rV 

Kpworth  Hoapital,  South  Bend,  Ind Mar;-  '       '  t'    - 

Fargo,  N.  Dak Etii.  ; 

State  Univemity  Hospital.  Oklahoma  City.  Okla. .  Kdna  UvUiUut 
Local   Committee  on   Red  Crow  Nursing  Service, 

Salt  Lake  City.  Utah Damarta  A.  Btenian.S«> 

City  and  County  Hnspital,  St.  Paul,  Minn Frances  D.  i'ampbell 

St.  Vincent's  Hospital  Alumnie  Asaociatioa Rertha  A.  ThocD|Maa 

St.  Joseph's  HoapiUl,  St.  Paul,  Minn Sister  Mary  Charlca 


American  Red  Cboa.s  Miutabt  HosPXTAtfl  i:t  Guut  Rutas* 

American  Red  Cross  Military  Hoapttal  No.     4— Mniwlry  Hili  Urvrpool 

American  Red  Cross  Military  Hospital  No.  fij — T  '  •  *«• 

American   Re<l  Cross  Military  Hiwpjtal  No.  22—  i  >J«| 

American  Red  Cross  Military  Hospital  No.  23 — St     iMiiMarintT «  k^i^^gt, 

I  -on don 
American  Red  Crosa  Military  Hospital  No.  84 — BaroiU  Ilouae,  IjiumIw 

An   American   Red   Crow  Military   Hospital  of.    Rresity-el|»bt  bs^i 
opencil  near  Dublin.  Ireland,  October  16,  1018,  to  »    i*  Amcrieaa 

from  four  w-rodromea. 
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AiCBiCAir  Rkd  Cbob8  Contalescent  Hosfitalb 

TicftB  Red  CroBs  Convaleacent  Hoapital  No.  101 — ^Lingfield,  Londim 
rican  Red  Cross  ConvaleBcent  Hospital  No.  102 — Wimbledon,  London 
riean  Red  Cross  Convalescent  Home  for  Nurses — Putney,  London 


Ameucar  AitMT  Hospitals  in  Great  Britain 

ed  States  Army  Base  Hospital  No.  204 — Hursley  Park 
ed  States  Army  Base  Hospital  No.  33 — Portsmouth 
ed  States  Army  Base  Hospital  No.  37 — Dartford 
sd  States  Army  Base  Hospital  No.  20 — Tottenham 
ed  States  Army  Base  Hospital  No.  40 — Sarisbury  Court 

sd  States  Army  Camp  Hospital  No.  35 — Winchester 

sd  States  Army  Camp  Hoapital  No.  40 — Knotty  Ash,  Liverpool 

ad  States  Army  Camp  Hospital  No.  34 — Romsey 

)d  States  Army  Camp  Hospital  No.  36 — Southampton 


AicnucAN  Red  Cross  Miijtabt  Hospitals  in  Fbancb 

No.  1 — ^Neuilly-sur-Seine 

No.  2 — 5  Rue  Puccini,  Paris 

No.  3 — 4  Rue  de  Chevreuae,  Paris 

No.  6 — Auteuil,  Paris 

No.  6 — Bellevue,  Paris 

No.  7 — Jouilly-Seine-et-Marne 

No.  8— Malabry 

No.  9 — 32  Boulevard  dea  Batignolles  (for  akin  diseases) 


American  Red  Cross  Hospitals  in  France 

01 — 2  Boulevard  de  Ch&teau,  Neuilly  (for  personnel  of  Red  Cross  and 

other  welfare  organizations) 
[)2-*Neufch&teau   (for  contagious  diseases) 
[>3— 44  Rue  dhauveau,  Neuilly  (overflow  hospital  for  A.R.C.  Military 

Hospital  No.   1) 
H — Beauvais,  L'^cole  Professionelle 
Mi — Jouilly,  maintained  for  French  wounded  after  the  withdrawal  of 

Americans 
ft — Jouy-Bur-Morin 
)9 — £vreux,  Dr.  Fitch's  Hospital 
'.0 — Coincy,  Aisne 
.1 — Chateau-Thierry,  Aisne 
a — Auteuil,  Paris   (under  construction) 
3 — Cognac,  for  the  Czecho-Slovak  Army 
4— Toul 

ipiial  dea  Allies,  at  the  Ch&teau  d'Annel,  near  Campeigne;  Ambu- 
Chirurgical  St.  Paul;  the  temporary  formation  at  Chantilly;  the 
Jnit  and  Vtcole  de  Legion  de  Uonneur  at  St.  Denis  were  other  col- 
uoisted  by  American  Red  Cross  funds,  personnel  and  supplies. 
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AXEUOAN    RbD   CbOSS    iKTOiLAMlKB    IN    TmxXCK 


No.  1 — Dijon 

No.  2 — BourgpB 

No.  3 — Angerti 

No.  4 — Nantea 

No.  5— Toura  (St.  Pierre  du  Corps) 


No.  6 — Limoge* 
No.  7— Brest 
No.  8 — Bordeaux 
No.  0 — St.  Naxaire 


AuERicAjv  Red  Cboss  Disfersajueb  m  FftAitca 

No.  of  Di*- 
pen^ary  Vi^ta  Made 

No.       1 28,000 

No.      2 12,43fi 

No.      3 3,397 

No.       4 433 

No.      6 3.748 

No.       6 1,716 

No.      7 5.90n 

No.       8 1.804 

No.      9 — A.R.C.  Military  Hotp.  24^00  (Out-patient  clinic) 

No.  102— A.R.C.  Hoapit&l 16,316  (Diapcnftary  connected  with  No.  lOZ) 

ToUl 97,347  jt 

AucKiOAN  Red  Cboss  CoxvAX£8CE!rT  HouEs  fob  the  Americas  Emu- 
TioNA&y  Forces  in  Y^ahce. 

No.  1 — St.  Julien,  Gironde 

No.  2 — Hotel  Regina,  Biarrita 

No.  3— Morgat 

No.  4— St,  Cloud.  Pari* 

No.  6 — Vatan-lndre,  Isaoudun 

No.  6— Le  Croisic 

No.  7 — Roche  for  t-en-Terre-Morbi  h  an 

No,  8 — Chtlteau  de  Villegenin,  near  Parts 

No.  0 — Chflteau  de  Saumcry,  Huissoau-B-Cosson 

No.  10— Alvij^mc 

No.  II— IJotei  du  Cap  d'Antibea 


LocATioir  or  Amebigak  Red  Cboss  Nubses'  Homes  in  Fba5cb 

Faria,  41  rue  Galilee 

Paa«y,  5  and  7   rue  LouIh  Boilly 

Neuilly,  17  Avenn*;  St.  Foy 

Paris,  118  rue  de  la  Faiaanderle 

Paria,  4  rue  Chevreuse.  A.R.C.  M.H.  No.  3 

St.   DeniH,   Base   HoHpital   No.  41 

Paris,  17  nie  Au^niste-Comte,  Ba&e  Hospital  No.  57 

Dijon,  Hoti'l  du  Juni 

Talence,  Baa«  Hospital  No.  6 

Bordeaux,  2  Coum  du  Juliet 

Le  Croisic 

Cannes.  Hotel  Biarritz 
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mbbahor  Clubs  Bttilt  bt  thk  AiuaucAH  Rep  Ciobs  loi  Rnu- 
fD  RxsEBVK  Membebs,  Abmt  Nobsb  Cobpb,  A.E.F.,  Fbakcc 

■e  Hotpital  No.  27  Nftntes,  Army 

jt  H<MpiUl  No.  20  Kantes,  Base  HoapiUl  Na  U 

IBM  HotpiUl  No.  18  Neufchftteau,  Base  Hospital  No.  66 

)Me  Hospital  No.  48  Rimaucourt,  Base  Hospital  No.  58 
Rimaucourt,  Base  Hospital  Na  64 

m  Hospital  No.  61  Rimaucourt^  Base  Hospital  Na  62 

M  Hospital  No.  80  Rimaucourt,  Base  HospiUl  No.  59 

capital  No.  33  Savenay,  Base  Hospital  No.  8 

I  Hoq>iUl  No.  65  Tours.  Base  HospiUl  Na  7 

K,  Base  Hospital  No.  9  Toul,  Evacuation  Hospital  No.  1 

Ulitary  Hospital  Na  11  Vittel,  Base  HospiUl  No.  23 

BBe  HospiUl  No.  24  Vertuxey,  Base  Hospital  No.  1 

m,  C.  HT  Na  12  BaaoiUes,  Base  HospiUl  Na  60 


DuntNSABnDB.    AND   C05TAU8CENT    HoMBB   OF  THK  AMIBICAIf 
BOBS  CBIUttEN'a  BimKAU  llf  Fbahcb 


Mm«  de  Luxembourg,  an  orphanage, 
a  HospiUl. 
f  HospiUL 
17  Senriee: 


He. 

Maisoo. 

lUer. 


i  eolony,  dispensary  and  infirmary. 
i-Lys,  near  Melun: 
a  colony. 

■  hospiUl. 
ries. 

ry  and  public  health  nursing  service. 

uns: 

Hospital  for  Children. 

scamination  for  every  rapatrU  child  entering  France. 

des  Halles,  St.  Foy  I'Argenti^re,  a  convalescent  home  for  chil' 

,  originally  a  hospiUl. 

Violet,  for  children  suffering  from  conUgious  diseases. 

HoUsman,  for  children  suffering  from  acute  diseases. 

c,  an  orphanage. 

sUare  Exposition. 

ry. 

oette  Hospital  for  Children. 

tifare  Exposition. 
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Marseilles: 

niHp«'iifuiry  anil  milk  8tatioii. 

Temporary  children's  hospital  and  preventorium. 

Cliild  Welfare   Kxposilion. 

ToulnllBe: 

Child  Welfare  Exposition. 
Bordeaux: 

UiBpoDKurv  and  riaiting  nursing. 

Cliild  Welfare  Exposition. 
Blois: 

DiMpensary  and  visiting  nursing. 
Corbcil : 

Dispensary  and  visiting  nursing. 
Parit*: 

Levalloie  I)i8[wn8ary.  38  rue  de  Gide. 

Orenelle  Dispell  wiry,   J  7   rue  dc  L'Avrc. 

Censior  Oispenpnry,  20  rno  de  Censier. 

La  Coiirncuve  Dij*p*'n8ary,  5H  rue  de  la  Convrntioti 

Mignottes  Dispensury,  rues  des  Solitaires  el  des  Mignottcft. 

DiftpeiiHuire  Msrie-I-sniu'Ionpiic,   1211  rue  de  ToUiine. 

Kdouard   Piiilleron  Dispensary*  9  rue  KdttUitrd  raillerun. 

Poteaii   DiftpensHry.  41   rue  tie  l^oteiiu. 

AoHiMtaiiee  Vuhlitjue,  40  rue  du  PreSnitil-tJervai*^ 

I/Arg(tnne  DiHjicnHary,  21  hi*,  ruc  tie  I'Argonnr. 

La  Jiiasieniie  Di^tpeiiAary,  2  rue  de  hi  .liiH.HU'UnK 

DtHpensiiire  des  Muthurins,  212  rue  des  Mnthurins. 

Patmnage— I'runcn-Ameriean  fM>nr  la  Prvmil^re  Enfase*,  35  ni« 

Hohigny  Dispenwiry. 
Paris:     ()ther   ini^titiitions: 

llt'tpital  Marielieir-ite,  77  rile  Arago. 

Hicetre  MoHpitul,  If)  rue  du  PuMleur. 

Iji  Pouponiiiere  de  Porehefontaine,  Versailles. 
Koiien: 

Dispensary   and   w>cial   service. 
Dijon: 

Cr^he  at  Camounage  Camp,  Ameriean  RxpedlUooary  ForrM. 
Dieppe : 

Medical  examination   (staff  from  Evian-les  Bainat    for  rmpmMriS 
Le  (^ilHndier: 

Contagious  hospital  and  dispensary  for  Belfzian  refuge*  rhildran. 
L«  Havre: 

Dispensary  and  small  children's  hospital. 


PKl>riPAL    IIONPITAl^    A.M>    DtlfrK^iKAUlEK   All»Q)   *«    KaTAMUati 

Amkmcas  Red  Cnotm  IlraKAti  or  KnaruncM  tx  Kkakcc 


n  ST  fvt 


The  British  and  Ameriran  Priends'  Maternity  noM)ilUl.  rKjUo^-wrllwM. 

HuHpital  for  Sick  Kahies,  Briti<h  ami  American. 

Friends'  Surgical   lldnnltnl,  Srrmaise-ki^-Halna. 

DinpeiiBary  l/Arcuril  Franco  AuierieHn,  12  rue  iioliMy  d'Angta*. 

Hrftipii>   HoHpital,   Itru'iviiiM. 

EmerKeiiry  CuiiTi<^>ns.  viiriou^   f/arr*  de  Pari*. 

f^t.  Sulpicr  Hospice,  pjiri*. 

HoHpital  and  DispeiiMiry.  Liniogea. 

^lo'tpiliil   iind   Dispensary,  AnfioulAnve. 

Refugee  Dispcniurjest  twu.  Valence. 
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TALs  AND  Dispensaries  or  thk  American  Rd>  Cross  Bursau  or 

t7RimCI7L08IS    IN    FRANCE 

euloiift  pavilionfl  at  BUgny,  BriiB-aouB-ForgcB,  near  Paris. 

euloeis  pavilions,  L'H&pital  8t.  Joseph,  Par». 

ckB  of  the  Assistance  Publiquet  Paris. 

ital  Bto^vole  10M«,  Paris. 

Wharton  Sanatorium,  Yerrea. 

Ste.  Eugenie,  Lyons. 

Bulosis  Dispensary,  Cours  Qambetta,  Lyons. 

'd  T.  Tnideau  Sanatorium,  at  PleBsis-Robinson,  near  Paris. 

d'b  Tuberculosis  Hospital,  Blois. 

miosis  Dispensary,  Blois. 

DiBPENSABIES  Or  THE  ROCKEFIXXEE  COMMISSION  FOR  THE  PRETENTION 
f  TUBERCULOmS   IN    FRANCE   AND   THE  AMERICAN    RED   CROSS 


lensary  de  I'Argonne,  19th  Arrondissement. 

lensary  des  Mignottes,  10th  Arrondissement. 

lensary  de  la  Glacidre,  13th  Arrondissement. 

«nsary  des  Mathurina. 

aaent  Eure-et-Loir: 

■tres. 

teaudun. 

IX. 

•l^my-sur-Avre. 
mt-le-Rotrou. 

North  Russia 

tan  Red  Cross  Hospital,  Archangel,  Russia. 
Italy 

AMEBICAN   RED  CROSS   lIOfiPITALS 

Refugee  Hospital. 

e  Hospital,  Canicattini  Baguc,  Sicily, 
an  Red  Cross  Naval  Hospital,  Genoa. 
an  Red  Cross  Hospital,  Padua. 
an  Red  Cross  Hospital,  Rome. 
»cent  Hospital  for  Tuberculosis  Children,  Taormina. 


iicow 


e. 


AMERICAN   RED   CROSS   DIBPENSABIES 

Naples. 

Avellino. 

Villa  San  Giovanni. 

Taormina. 


AMERICAN    RED    CROSS    TEACHING    CENTERS 


Center,  Milan. 
(Course  of  training  for  public  health  visitors), 
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Palmtixb 

AlCmCAK   KED   CBOeS   BOSriTALS 

Amfricftn  Red  Croflfl  Surgloal  Hospitnl,  Jerusalem. 

Turkish  Municipal  Hospitnl.  JerUBaletn. 

Cliililreu's   EloHpital  &.  UittpcnHary,  Jcruaalein. 

Tent  Hoepital,  Wadi  Snrar  Kefug^'  Camp. 

Infectious  DifK'ane  Uospitat,  Jaffa. 

American  Red  Cross  Hosbital,  Ramleh. 

American  Red  CrnM  Civilian  Hospital,  Haifa. 

American  Red  Cross  Hospital,  Acre. 

American  Red  Cross  Cholera  Hospital,  Tiberias. 

American  Red  Crosa  Hospital  and  Dispensary,  Ea  Salt. 


AilCtlCJUr  BED  C1068  DIBPCNSilAlES 

Carmelite  Convent,  Mount  of  Olives. 

Franciscan  Monastery,  Bethany  Koad. 

BucharhiA,  Jerusalem  District. 

Dispensary  in  connection  with  the  Greek  Hospital,  Jerusalem  District. 

Convent  of  the  Hgly  Cross,  Jerusalem  District. 

Russian  Convent.  Jerusalem  District. 

Bishop  Gobat'a  School.  Jerusalem  District. 

Duvid'a  Tower,  JeruaaJem  District. 

I.udd. 

RoUMAJflA 

American  Red  Croas  Hospital,  Roman. 
American  Red  Cross  Dispensary,  Roman. 
American  Red  Cross  Dispensary,  Jassy. 
Child  Health  and  Feeding  Units  in  1910-1022. 


MONTEREORO 

Podgoritza: 

American    Red    Cross    hospital,   dispensary    and    public    health   BQT^ 
service. 
Niksic: 

American  Red  Cross  hospital,  dispensary,  soup  kitchen  and  public  hcalti 
nursing. 
Kolaskin: 

American  Red  Cross  dispensary. 
Cetinje: 

American    Red    Cross   hospital,   day   nursery,  orphanage,    public 
nursing. 

Albajvia 
Scutari: 

American  Red  Cross  dispensar>*,  public  health  nursing  and 
Kroya: 

.American  Red  Cross  dispensary  and  public  health  nursing. 
Tirana: 

American  Red  Cross  hospital,  dispensary,  public  health  nurtinf, 
instruction. 


\ 
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Ue  haaltb  nnrBing  (to  a  Bmall  atent). 

tns 

■ricAD  Red  Cross  dispensary  aod  public  liealth  nursing. 

II 

Ue  dispensary  service. 

a: 

riean  Red  Cross  hospital,  dispensary  and  public  health  nursing 

■errice. 

Obsece 

•   Relief   Stations  at  TsrmoTo-Sieniew,   Dedeagatch    and   Xanthl, 

Macedonia. 

D  Relief  Stations    (nurses   assigned  there)    on  Samos,  Chios  and 

Bfitylene. 

rican  Red  Cross  dispensary  and  public  health  nursing. 

'aa: 

rican  Red  Cross  dispensary  and  public  health  nursing. 

dean  Red  Cross  dispensary  and  public  health  nursing. 

ican  Red  Cross  dispensary  and  public  health  nursing. 

ican  Red  Cross  dispensary  and  public  health  nursing. 

welfare  clinic,  classes  for  training  native  health  visitors. 

Welfare  station. 

Welfare  station. 

NOBTB  SeBBU 
ivatz: 
ig  rooms  and  public  health  nursing. 

ican  Red  Cross  hospital,  dispensary  and  public  health  nursing. 

>: 

ican  Red  Cross  dispensary  and  chain  of  sewing  room  at  Kraljevo, 

Ulanovatz,  Chachak,  Terznik  and  Krushevatz. 

• 

in  military  hospital  aided  by  nurses,  other  personnel  and  supplies. 

x: 

can  Red  Cross  hospital  (summer  onlv)  and  dispensary  and  mobile 

ispensary  service  in  neighboring  villages  of  Scotonye,  Melenica, 

asbanatz  and  Runovitch. 

Its: 

can  Red  Cross  general  hospital  dispensary,  tuberculous  hospital 

td  an  orphanage. 


South  Sebbia 

ean  Red  Cross  dispensary,  public  health  nursing  and  distribution 

supplies. 
it 
ment  of  nurses  and  supplies  to  a  Serbian  Military  Hospital. 
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Vranja: 
Assignment  of  nurnes  to  the  Scottish  Women's  Ilospital  Unit, 

ment    of   Amnrieun    Ked    Cro^a   soup    kitchena.    aewing    rooou 
orphanage. 
Prizren : 

Amerir-an  Koil  Croas  hoapitui,  orphanage  and  soup  kitcben. 
Skoplji : 

Assignment   of  nurses   to   Vardar   and  Ualf   Moua    (Serbian)    MiUl 
hospitals. 
Gostivar: 

Americun    Red    Croue    bospilal.   dispensary,    public   health   nardaf 
general   relief. 
MonaBtir: 

Asaignmcnt  of  nurses  to  tlic  American  Women's  Hospital,  ealab)isbnw9t 
uf  Aaieriean   Ked   Ctus9  eewing  rooinB  and  distribution  of  general 
relief. 
Kavadar: 

American  Red  Crosa  dispennary,  orphanage  und  general  district,  tvbve^ 
Insis  and  infant  welfare  numing  service. 
Gevgcli : 
Public  health  nuraing  and  public  distribution  of  gencroX  relief. 


1 


SlBEBlA 


AlfRKICAff   KED  CttOSH  tlOSmAlS 


Russian  Island  Hoapital.  Vladivostok. 

Aaaistance  to  FortreMit  HuNpitul.  Vhnlivowtok  Ifnrbor. 

Aasistanoif  tn  t'/erh  \nvttl   lluKpitiil,  VbidiviMttiik. 

VladivoHt4)k   Refugee   llrmpitiil. 

Morekoi    (Rritiith   Nnvul)    Ilovpitiil.  Vludivostok. 

Kmergeniv    IlnFipi1»l  Anierit.'an  Ked  Crime  HarrMcks  No.  7,  VUdivo«l 

Teaching  CVntir.  Nd.  lO  St.   IVter  the  ftreut  Street,  Vladivuituk. 

Si.  LtikM*H   ilonpital.  Tnkyn,  Jii|mii. 

Surgical  pHvihin.  llurhin  Militiiry  Iluspital,  Harbin,  Manchuria. 

JiUL'tialoo  Himpitnl,  Manchuria. 

Cholera  work  in  Chine»(«  City  Hospital  and  Rueaian  City  Hoaiiltal, 

Manchuria. 
AaMifttatice   to    llnspital   uf   the    RusHlan    Railway   Service   Cor|Mi  Haiiia 

Manchurin. 
noverntiient   fiiiinigrstion  Station  Huspilal.  Chcliablnak. 
AriU'ririin    Heil   ("rot*8   llospilul.  TtiriH  n. 
American   Ucd  C'roiiR  iluHpitiil,  Ouif^k. 
AiniTirjin   Ucil  CroHN  lldxpital,  'iDniik. 
Assiiilttnci'   in   ispiipniont   und   <ttipplirs  to  Cxech   Invalid   Hoapital, 

pavloftk. 
Antityphiis  Uisinfei*ling  und  Hath  Station,  Kkaterinbur^ 
Anti-typhus  Ilo^tpital,  IVtropavlonk 
Aiiicricfin   Krd  (Vumm  Himptii'l.  Novti-Nikolanvik. 
Anicrirnn   Red  l'ruit«   IIoKpitnl.   Irkutsk. 
Division  Nu.  2.  Ru^iiiifiii  .uilit»rv  llncrpltal,  Ctecho'Slovnk  Irihilafc. 

(A  li.lM    Irkutsk. 
^lilitary  City  flcwpiifil,  n<>nr  Irkutsk. 

Americnn    Rtil  CruHM   lufipitrtt   ini'I   ■li'«p«-nHary.  Verkhne-Udla^ 
Provoat  Guard  HuMpitiil    VL^rkhn**  l'din»k. 
Kmergeney  'Jyplius  lli«pital,  Verkhne-L'i 
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mSPElTSABIES  AITO   DENTAL  CLINICS 

id  Dispensary,  Irkutsk. 

mcy  Dressing  Car,  Railroad  Station,  Irkutsk. 

Clinic,  Ekaterinburg. 

Clinic,  Cheliabinak. 

lUSCELLANBOUS 

bl  train  built  and  supplied  by  American  Red  Cross  for  Czecho- 
slovak Army,  12  cars. 

te  Anti-Typhus  train  built  and  supplied  by  American  Red  Cross  for 
killed  Expeditionary  Force. 

lief  trains  sent  out  to  middle  and  western  Sil)eria,  average  value 
I  relief  and  medical  supplies  and  equipment,  $450,000. 
I  of  hospital  equipment,  surgical  dressings,  drugs  and  instruments 
D  Russian  and  Czech  hospitals  at  Tumen,  Kkatcrinburg,  Cheliabinsk, 
'aigar,  Omsk.  Kjkolsk  and  Vladivostok. 
I's  Colony,  Russian  Island,  Vladivostok  Harbor. 


AMERICAN  RED  CROSS  CHILD  HEALTH  UNITS 
January-Jipril,  1922 
(564  ambulatoria  and  milk  stations  established;  68  local  hospitals  aided.) 


AUANIA 

DurasEO 

Scutari 

Tirana 

AirSTBXA 

AmstelUn 

Leising 

Badeno 

Linz  (2  stations) 

Bischofshofen 

Mistelback 

Brixlegg 

Murau 

Bnick 

Murzzuschlag 

Brunnau 

Neiin  kirchen 

D.  Landsberg 

Okufatem 

Ebensee 

Reid 

Kggenberg 

Reutte 

Feld  Kirchen 

Rottennuui 

Freistadt 

SaaUelden 

Frohnleiten 

Salzburg 

Gmunden 

Scharding 

Gras  Furstenfeld  (4  stations) 

Spittal 

Hallein 

Stanis 

Hall  Innsbruck  (2  stations) 

Steyr 

Itsling-Gniol 

Judenburg 

Kirchdorf 

Stockirau 

St.  Polten 

St.  Veit 

Kitzbunel 

Vienna  (41  stations) 

Klagenfurt    (2  aUtions) 

Villach 

Kleinmuncben 

VoiUberg 

Krems 

Wells 

Landeck 

Weiz 

J^ibnitz 

Wiener  Neustadt 

Leoben 

WoUaberg 

Czbcho-Slovakia 

Ash 

Moravska  Ostrava 

Ban  Bystrica 

Most 

Rere^saa 

Munkacevo  (with  2  rural  brante) 

Bratislava 

Otomouc 

Brno 

Oziakov 

Budejovice 

Pardubice 

Dvur  Kralove 

Plzen 

HfHlonin 

Prague 

Jihlava 

Pribram  (with  2  raral  bnacte) 

Koaire 

Suaice  (with  2  rural  braidM) 

Libcrec 
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(6  fUtlCM) 


•uUons) 


HcitQAsr 


Bb  lasaagyamiAt 
Bckescsatm 

BudApMt   (21  sttttona) 

Debreczc 

Eper 

Eaztfrgom 

Gyula 

Gyor 

HodmezovasArfaely 

Jaasbereny 

Kaposvar 

Kecakemet 

KiakunfelegyhacB 

Uako 


MUValcE 
NnjtvkaiiUm^ 

NyTrwy  liana 
rapn 

HiitnifiljiMlJIicIl 

Hr.4<t(lHfi<lH>rVAr 

Hwkftir.rtr 

H»>]n'il< 

Hn)fntHlli4*|y 

tljp«a 

VfMpTfm 

2ala«'frfr!iKM 


MlVlVTICV  MM) 


C«tiaj«  r 

Kolaabia  ( 

TSikme 

Podgnritsa  tumm 
tnntttion  ni 
March  II 

VirP 


1,  If>22,  maint«ift*i!  hy  I«ral  (fm'foT*) 
I,  II>22.  maintiiiiwH  Ky  a  kieal  rhtet^ir) 

h«slt1i  Jttation  f»inn^  in  M^reh.  Il>33,  h^iYti^  a  rotn- 


,^;^i 


•»  »•  j4X!tor»> 


P0CA1f» 
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BrscEany   (near  Lwow),  1  ambulatoriutn. 

Brzcziny   (near  Witrimw),  1  auibuUtorium.  a  milk  etatlon  Rnd 

Hydgo&rxit,  2  ambtilAtoria,  a  milk  station  and  a  hoApital  aided. 

Chajny,  1  ainbiilatorium.  a  milk  Ktution  and  a  liospitnl  aidrcL 

Chelm,  1  umbultttoi  ium.  u  milk  ettitiou  and  a  hospital  aided. 

Chplmno,  1  amhulatorium  and  a  milk  station. 

Cbodeics.  a  hospital  aided. 

Chrzanow,  1  ambtilatorium  and  a  milk  station. 

Ciechanow,  I  amhtilatoriuni  and  a  hospital  aided. 

Ci^szyn,   1  amhulatorium. 

Crodno,  1  amhulatorium  and  a  hospital  aided. 

Czoladz,  1  amhulatorium  and  a  milk  station. 

Cxestrochowa,  1  anihutalnrium,  a  milk  station  and  a  hoapital  aided. 

Csortkow,  1  amhulatorium. 

DabrowB,   1  ambutntorium. 

Dawidgrodi'k,  2  amhulatoria. 

Domaczcwo.  1  ambututortiim. 

Elogzow,  1  anibulatoriuiu  and  a  milk  station. 

Qarwolin,  1  amhulatorium. 

Gfwtynin,  1  amhulatorium  and  a  milk  station. 

Grajewo,  1  amhulatorium. 

Grodckjac,  1  anihulatoriuni  and  a  hospital  aided. 

Gnidxiads.  1  amhulatorium  und  a  milk  station. 

IlslicE,   1   amhulatorium, 

Jaruslaw,  1  ambulaturium,  a  milk  station  and  a  hospital  aided. 

Jawnrnw,   1   amhulatorium  and  2  hospitals  aided. 

KalisE,  1  amhulntorium  and  a  milk  station. 

Kaluftx,  1  ambulutorium  and  a  milk  station. 

Kii'lee.   1   amhulatorium,  a  milk  station  and  ■  hoapital  aided. 

Kolo,  1  amhulatorium. 

Kolom.vja,  1  amhulatorium  and  a  milk  stalioo. 

Konstanty,  I  amhulatorium. 

KovH,  1  amhulatoriun)  and  a  milk  station. 

Korzec,  1  amhulatorium, 

Krakow.  4  amhulatoria,  a  milk  station  and  a  hospital  ald«d. 

Krasnostaw,   1  aml)ulatoriuro. 

Krokowiec.  a  liospital  nid^. 

Krzemieniec,  1  amhulatorium  and  a  h(»«ni(at  aided. 

Kutno,  1   ambulatorium  and  a  milk  station. 

Lrnino,  1   amhulatorium  and  a  hospital  sided. 

Lerzycfl.  1  amhulatorium,  a  milk  station  and  a  hospital  aided. 

Lida,  2  smhulatnria. 

Lodr.,  3  amhulatoria  and  (1  milk  stations. 

Lomr^.  2  amhulatoria,  a  milk  station,  and  n  hospital  aUl«d» 

l^ruhlin.  2  amhu'atoria,  a  milk  Mation  ajtd  2  hospitals  aids^ 

Luhoml.  1  amhulatorium. 

Luek,  1  amhulatorium  and  a  milk  station. 

Luniniiv,   1   amhuUturium. 

Lwow.  2  amhulntoria.  a  milk  station  and  2  hospitals  aidsd. 

Micdzyrzw,  1  amhulatorium. 

Mikillttjnw,    1    ambulutorium. 

Minsk-MAZowiecki.   1  amhuliit<^rinm  and  a  milk  station, 

Mlawa.  1  amhulatorium  nnd  n  ho*.|>itul  aidoil. 

Nieswirr..   1   nmhulntnrium  nnd  ii   Ihixpital  aidod. 

Norof^rodck,   I   amhulalfirium.  h   milk  Hlation  and  a  bospilol 

Nowy  Sacz.  1  ambulatorium  and  a  milk  stalioa. 
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Tare,  1  ambnlatorinxn,  a  milk  etation  and  a  hospital  aided. 

1  ambulatorium. 
rek,  2  ambulatoria. 

',  1  ambulatorium,  a  milk  atation  and  a  hospital  aided. 
I,  I  ambulatorium. 
ice,  1  ambulatorium. 

txym,  1  ambulatorium  and  a  hospital  aided. 
>w,  1  ambulatorium  and  2  milk  stations. 

1  ambulatorium,  a  milk  station  and  2  hospitals  aided. 

3  ambulatoria,  a  milk  station  and  a  hospital  aided. 
,  1  ambulatorium  and  a  milk  station. 

ee,  1  ambulatorium  and  a  hospital  aided; 

,  3  ambulatoria. 

J,  1  ambulatorium  and  a  hospital  aided. 

ras,  1  ambulatorium  and  a  hospital  aided. 

rsk,  2  ambulatoria. 

slany,  1  ambulatorium. 

si,  1  ambulatorium  and  a  milk  station. 

,  1  ambulatorium. 

:,  1  ambulatorium  and  a  hospital  aided. 

1  ambulatorium,  a  milk  station  and  a  hospital  aided, 
{uaka,  1  ambulatorium. 

ce,  1  ambulatorium. 

1  ambulatorium  and  a  milk  station. 

',  1  ambulatorium,  a  milk  station  and  2  hospitals  aided. 

1  ambulatorium. 

1  ambulatorium  and  a  milk  station. 

2  ambulatoria  and  a  milk  station, 
ierz,  a  hospital  aided. 

1  ambulatorium  and  a  hospital  aided, 
ambulatorium  and  a  hospital  aided. 

2  ambulatoria  and  a  hospital  aided. 
I  ambulatorium  and  a  milk  station, 
wice,  1  ambulatorium  and  a  milk  station. 
1  ambulatorium. 

*w,  a  hospital  aided. 

%,  1  ambulatorium,  a  milk  station  and  a  hospital  aided. 

Ti,  1  ambulatorium. 

Bialowiesa,  1  ambulatorium. 

1  ambulatorium  and  a  hospital  aided. 

ambulatorium. 

ambulatorium  and  a  milk  station. 
,  1  ambulatorium. 
•c,  1  ambulatorium. 
y,  1  ambulatorium. 
D,  1  ambulatorium. 

ambulatorium,  a  milk  station  and  2  h<rapitals  aided. 
eg,  1  ambulatorium. 

,  3  ambulatoria,  a  milk  station  and  a  hospital  aided. 
1  ambulatorium,  a  milk  station  and  a  hospital  aided. 

ambulatorium  and  a  honpital  aided, 
f,  1  ambulatorium  and  a  hospital  aided. 

1  ambulatorium. 
K,  1  ambulatorium  and  a  milk  station. 

ambulatorium  and  a  milk  station. 
I  ambulatorium. 
ec,  a  hospital  aided. 


Arensburg  (Kuresaare) 

Azeri 

Baltisch-Port 

Dornat  ( Tartu  )|  3  aUtiona 

Harku 

Johvi 

Kftmarovkft 

Keila 

Kose 

Ktillamaa 

Kunda 

Kureaaar 

Lihula 

Loksal 

l/iiganuse 

Mo  is 

Muraste 

Narva,  3  etations 

Nomme 


APPENDIX  1471 

LATVIA 


MilgrarvU 

Hitau 

MiUuer 

Muhlen 

Mnhlgraben 

itatifms 

Osre 

PLiTinas 

Puspkin 

Beshiza,  2  stations 

adt 

Riga,  7  stations 

Bitter 

' 

Bucava 

Salas 

1 

Schaulen  (ShavU) 

Serrene 

Suntaschi 

Talsen 

mtiou 

Tomes 

Tuckum 

Wendau 

Wenden 

UTHTTANIA 

Maseikai 

Meriampol 

'No.  7 

Schaulen 

Slaboda 

Vilkoviski 

attioiiB 

Wilkowischi 

ur  Rn>  Cboss  Kttbses  Cited  and  Degokated  Dcbinq  thx 

EUBOPEAR   WaB* 

'Jorie Medaille  d'Honneur  des  Epidemies,  French 

ura Medal  of  Military  Merit,  Greek 

ice  £ Royal  Red  Cross,  let  Class,  British 

fch  Hovey  (Mrs.).    Croix  de  Guerre,  bronze  star,  French 
.         ^xr  /Red  Cross  (stiver  medal),  Serbian 

""*  " \  Cross  of  Mercy.  Serbian 

jjda  W. Austrian  Red  Cross 

Qrace  £ Medaille  d'Honneur  des  Epidemics   (bronze) 

inbeth Medaille  d'Honneur  des  Epidemics,  French 

7  W. Royal  Red  Cross,  2nd  class,  British 

-i.  f  Union  des  Femmes  de  France  {gold  medal) 

'^^ \ Medaille  d'Honneur  des  Epidemics  (silver) 

cn Cross  of  Mercy,  Serbian 

el Medaille  d'Honneur  des  Epidemics 

nripaper  clIppInRfi  and  corr(>8poDdencp,  a  list  of  nunes  who  have 
ind  decorated  durloR  the  European  War  wrh  made  out  and  ques- 
cnt  to  each  nurse.  This  Honor  Roll  was  then  compiled  from  the 
estlonnalres.  but  the  editors  of  tbis  HlRtory  cannot  guarantee  that 
itelns  tbe  names  of  all  American  Red  Cross  nurses  cited  and  dec- 

B.  P. 
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Baker.  Beiaie Medaille  d'Honneur  <1«  Kpfdemie*  (silver) 

Rakpr,  Kalherine  Volk Silvrr  Red  Croaii  Mrdnl.  Hungary 

Balcn.  Anna Royal  Red  Crow,  2nd  claBs,  British 

Bartlett.  Katbr^ii Gold  CroRH  of  St.  Anne,  Kuariian 

Bauer,  CoroMne Red  Cross  Medat,  3rd  claiw,  r*i>rman 

Bedc]l,  Ruth  E Medaille  d'Honneur  des  Epidprnien 

Beers.  Amy Mcdnille  d'Honneur  des  Kpidemies   (silvcr^^ 

•Bender,  Lulii  G Crosa  of  Merry,  Serbian 

Bentlcy,  Grace Red  Cross  Silver  Medal,  Austrian 

Berry.  Nettie  Josephine. ...  Royal  Red  Cross.  2nd  class.  British 

BeuUhaiisen,  Mary Cross  of  Afercy,  Montene^rrin 

Bigelow.  Helen Medaille  d^Honnour  des  Kpidcmiea  (lihrtr) 

Blackstone,  Kleanor Red  Cross,  Serbian 

Bo(5ftrt.  Kupenirt Cross  of  Mercy,  Serbian 

BonnoHon,  Harriet  M Crops  of  Morcy,  Serbian 

Borf;,  Ida  A Metlaille  d'Honneur  dea  EpidemiM 

Boyle.  Sara  Jane Medaille  d'Honneur  deti  Epidemiea 

Bowen.  Mary  M MedaiBe  d'Honneur  des  Epidemies 

ii«^..    fi^..»:»»  /Red  Cross,  Serbian 

Brady,  Bernice j^.^^  ^^  ^,^.^^^    Montenegrin 

Brendctl.  Myrtle  L Medaille  d'Honneur  des  Epidcmiea 

BroadduB,  Emma Medaille  d'Honneur  des  Epidemiea 

Broussard,   Eunice Croix  de  Guerre  with  bronze  star 

Brownell,  Mary  A Ref^ina  Maria.  Queen  Marie  of 

Bullnrd,  Florence Croix  de  Guerre  with  bronse  alar 

»„_„„_    I- .;,.  /  Ked  Cross.  Serbian 

Burgess.  F^i.th ^  ^-.^^  ^^  „^^^    Montenegrin 

BrljTgs,  Helen  May Royal  Red  Cross,  2nd  claoa.  British 

Burrhani,  Uaisy Royal  Red  Cross.  2nd  clan,  British 

Burky,  Florence Royal  Red  Cross,  2nd  clasa,  BrttisAi 

Butler,  Ro»*e  Kate Royal  Re<i  Cross.  1st  class 

C'airni*,  Helen  VV Cross  of  Mercy,  Monteneyrio 

Cnmhlmn,  Jarqueline Medaille  d'Honneur  des  Epidemtea 

CarotherH,  D<ira  C Medaille  d'Honneur  des  Epidemic* 

Currnthers,  laabclle Royal  Red  Cross.  2nd  class.  British 

Carson,  Anne  L Rnyal  Ri>d  Cross.  2nd  clsns.  British 

Cassidy.  Rose  A Medaille  d'Honneur  des  Epidcmica 

Chaney,  Emily  D Red  Cross,.  Serbian 

f  Royal  Red  Croas.  Is!  olasa,  British 
Citation,  U.  S.  Baae  Hospital  No.  t,  JaanuTf] 
1018 
I  Rnval  Red  Cross,   1st  class.  Britlch 
•  •  \  Citation  by  the  Britiali 

Clark.  Suaanne Medsille  d'Honnmr  d***  Epidemiea  (sCHv) 

Clay.  Josephine  A Palmes  Acttdemi(|ues.  Krewh 

,,         II      n  .1     fM  fVroix  de  Guerre,  bronze  wtar 

Lonnelly,  Betty  Clara |  HHtish  Roval  \M  Cross.  2nd  elaas 

Cormier,  Bemadctte Medaille  d'H<mneur  des   Kpidemies  (sUfW) 

Corning,  Alice Medaille  d'Honneur  dca  Epadenii 

*  Croix  d«  Guerre 

Medaille  de  la  Recannalaau 

Arniv) 

Oix.  Katlierine 'Order  of  Elitatwlli,  B«l|ri4a 

-,             II    n    T  f  Mi*dsillt*  de  Is  Reine  (arilh 

Cromwell.  R.  Lee ^,.^^^  ^,  ^^    ^^„^    „„^l„ 

ra  NV , Cross  of  -Mercy,  St-rbian 

Constance Royal   Kwl  Crosn,  2nd  claa 


Christie,  Mrs.  Janet  B.. 


Claiborne.  Estelle  D.. 


Cornwall,  Bertha. 


Croslei 


c«  (sum* 


>. 


Cuppaidf(( 
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DttUno,  Jane  A. 


Denmaon,  Faith L^y^^^  ^^  g^  g^^^  (^InsB  VK  Serbian 

Distinguished  Service  Modal,  United  Stalca, 

poflthumouBlv  awarded 
Dietinguished  Service  \k*<]al  (gold) 
American  Red  Cross.  pofttbiimouBly  awarded 
Medal  awarded  by  the  AuHtrian  Government 

for  aid  rendered  in  time  of  war 
American  Red  Croea  Medal  of  Merit 
Medal    awarded    by    Pan- American    Exposi- 
tion, mi 
Medal    awarded  by  American  National    Ucil 
Cross  in  grateful  memory  of  her  devoted 
and  diRlingiiished  service,  MK18-1010 
Medal  awarded  by  the  National  Inatitute  of 
Social    Sciences    for   service   of   high    and 
inesttninble  value  to  her  country 
Order  of  the  Japaneac  Red  Croaa 
Panama-Parinc    Kxpoaition   Medul    conferred 
upoT^  Miai)  Delano  as  collaborator  in  the 
e\  li i I: i  t    prepared    by    the    United    States 
("JnvfrnTnent 

DeLoitier,  Mary  M Medaille  d'llonnour  dea  Kpideniiea  (silver) 

Diamond.  Mary  Anna Medaille  d'Honncur  des  Kpideniies  (silver) 

Dingley,  Nellie Medaille  d'Hnnnciir  dee  Kpidemies 

(ModflillcB  dt?  Vermeil) 

Driver,  A.  Madge Medaille  d'Honncur  dee  Epidemics   (silver) 

n..«i  ^    M.^».»t  A  /Royal   Red  Chjhh,   let  cIbhs,  British 

Dunlop.  Margaret  A |  citation,  by  Sir  ncmgln«  Haig 

Dyer.  Genevieve  K War  Decoration,  3rd  degree,  Austrian  ' 

Fbbs,  TTelen  Jane Royal  Red  Crosa,  2nd  clasB,  British 

KiBenhard,  Nettie Rtiyal  Re<l  Croae.  2nd  clasa,  Britiah 

Kllett.  Jt'Hcphine  S Regina  Maria  (Clasa  Ila).  Ruumnnian 

Elliott.  Mra.  Helen  Briggs.  (J?^/*;!  ^****  *^,^?^«'  2nd  claHs,  British 
'^^      \f  itatiuii.  by  Sir  DuugliiK  IFuig 

Riiyal    Red  Cross,  SnJ  cIusb,  Britiah 


Klwood.  Resale  Lrdla. 
Emer8f>n.  Martha  F, 


Kinsley.  Lydia  Evangeline.. 
Engel,  Mr«.  Auata  White.. 
Evans.  laaliel  Wakoman... 


f  Silver  Mi-dal.  let  class,  with  W^ar  Decoration, 
\        Ilungurmn  Red  Cross 
Royal   Red  Cross 

Royal  Red  Cross,  2nd  elaas,  British 
Royal  Red  Crosn,  2nd  class,  British 
Evers,  Emma  Eliae German  Red  Cross,  bronze  mcdnl.  ;ird  clasa 

Ferguaon,  Edna  Allison /  |^">;^>   'V^*  ^9.^"««-  -"'*„'^*«?'  ^^'^'^^ 

*  I  UritiHh  Ceriitlcatc  of  Merit 

Ferguson,  Ida  M. /  ^'CJ^,')'^  ^"7''';;  ^'■"""^.  «**"• 

■*  \  AledaiUe  dt»  In  Rtcunnaitwance 

Ferries,  Eva CroBs  uf  Mercy.  Serbian 

Finnell.  Frances  Q /  p^^'  ^'  -'^*';"J  •  Serbian 

I  neU  Lrosa   (silver),  Serbian 

Filwerald,  Alice /  ?'*'f**  **'  Roy**  R<^'>  CrofiR,  Britiah 

^  I  Italian   Decoration 

,  ^^^      I  l-'lorence  Nightingale  Medal 

Foerater,  Almo. . . .  l  International  Ri-d  Cross 

„,.     .  ^^-  Anne's  Medal.  RtiHsian 

Kolckemer.  I'AixMHf  'oyiil  Red  Croas,  l«t  cUiw,  British  Citation 

Francia.  Mary  U.  ^iHe  d'Uonneur  de«   Kpidemiea  (niUer) 
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„             ,      1,  /  Cross  of  Mercy,  Serbian 

Francy,  LueUa U«i  Ctohh  ( sifver ) ,  Serbhm 

FrasiUB.  Ruth |  citation.  Germany 

Kredcrick.  Le  Rue Ruyal  Red  Crosa,  2nd  claas.  Britiab 

Gardner,  Affiteit  J MeduiUe  d'llonneur  defl  Epidemim  ^ailvtr) 

Gavin,  Mtiry  C Medaille  d'llonneur  dea  Kpidfinirs  (ailrvr) 

Gerliard.  Eva Royal  Red  Cross,  2nd  elusa,  Hritiab 

Oerrard.  Gertrude  M U:itation.  by  Sir  DongUa  Haig 

r>i  XI  »*ii    \t  j  Croix  dc  uuerre,  bronze  atar 

GibBon.  Matilda  M |  citation.  siKned  by  Gener.1  IM.m 

Gilbome.  AUc« Retina    Maria,    3rd    claaa    (Queen    of 

mania) 

,,.,       «  .*«:«  /Red  Crutis   Uilver),  Serbian 

Gilefl.  Bertnce j  ^.^^^  ^^  j^,;^^^    ^^^bian 

Gilliland,  Inea. Crosa  of  Mercy,  Serbian 

/^i  J    ■      \f        V  fKlorenc©  Xishtiniralu  Medal 

Gladwin,  AUry  E |  international  Red  CroHH 

Glauber.  Marie  C Medal  of  Military  Merit.  Greek.  4th  claaa 

Gould,  KlBpeth  Anna Royal'Ked  Cross,  2nd  claaa.  Britiab 

Hud»Jtll.  Kdith  L Medaille  d'llonneur  dea  Kpidemiea  lailTer) 

llajradorn,  Alice Medaille  d'llonneur  dea  Epideniica  (ailTer) 

Haile,  Kliaabeth Cross  of  Mercy,  Serbian 

ti  u    n      I    \t  I  Royal  Red  Cross,  lat  claas.  BritUh 

Hall.  Came  M <  Citation,  bv  Sir  Douglaa  Haig 

rr-™i!*«-,    niwu  P  J  Medaille  d  Honneur  dt's  Epidrfui«a  {^\U§\ 

Hamilton,  OHvla  E ^^.^^^  ^j  j,^.^^^.    Montenegrin 

Hanchette,  Lou  S Medaille  d'llonneur  dea  Kpldcsnin  IsUfvrt 

Harold.  Mary  R Royal  Red  Cross,  2nd  claaa,  Britiah 

Hartwell,  Jennie  V Medaille  d'llonneur  dea  Epidemic  (ailvetl 

Har,.  A.„.  KUaabeth {l^ „»/  ^^^!^:^:^  '^-  «-* 

Havey,  Malindc Royal  Red  Croas,  Int  claaa,  Britiah 

HaRHon,  Esther  Voorheea... .     Mraaille  d'llonneur  des  Kpidemiea 
Haviland.  Sybella Cross  of  Mfrcy.  Serbian 

(Florence  Niplitingitlc  Medal 
Intcrnatinnal  Red  Croas 
Rcffina  Maria  (Claaa  Hal,  RoitmaaUn 
Hayes.  Myrtle  Elisabeth.  ..  .      Royal   Red  Croas,  2nd  claaa,  HrtUah 

Heath,  Maud Crosa  of  Mercy.  Serbian 

Henry,  Ktbcl Medaille  d'Honneur  des  Epidemi«« 

PJI1     1  J  /Medaille  d'llonneur  dea  Epideiuiea 

"  "'      "* \  Royal   Retl  CroRs.  2nd  class.  BHtiah 

Huofflanii.  Jennie  P MiHlnJll?  d'Honneur  de^  Epid«*mlM« 

Holmes,  Katharine  W Queen  Maria  Cross,  Rouraania  ^^ 

Horn,  Matilda  H Croix  de  Guerra  ^H 

Hurner.  Blanche Medaille  d'Honneur  dea  Eplteniaa  ^^^H 

1r.en,  Clara  J Medaille  d'Honneur  dea  EpUaoitfli         ^^^^| 

Jarrra,.  M«,..d».  F {  ^^  «---„,.  ^„^,  ^^ 

Jamea,  Agnes  F Medaille  d'Honneur  des  KpMemiea  (lilwl 

Jeffrey,  Lucy  W M.  .Inllp  d'Hortnrur  des  EpidimiiM  ^H 

Je(Tery,  Jane h    tm^iilKhcd  Srrvitv  Croaa.  AaariMB  ^^| 

Jeasup,  Elsie i  n.«i  of  Mvrry,  MontenejrriB  ^^ 

Johnaon,  Florence  M Flormee    Nitrhtingalo    M«diu,    taUraatteaal 

Red  CroM 
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den Union  des  Femmes  de  France  (etlTer) 

Baa  Margaret . . .     Crow  of  Mercy,  Montenegrin 

ilUan Croix  de  Guerre  with  bronze  star 

f.».»*  TI7  /Red  Cross  (silrer),  Serbian 

'*'^*"*  ^ \  Cross  of  Mercy,  Serbian 

ollne. Regina  Maria,  Roumanian 

Sigrid Croix  de  Ouerre  with  ^Id  star 

anche. Medal  of  Military  Merit,  Greek 

oces  M Medaille  d'Honneur  des  Epidemies  (silver) 

Ury Royal  Red  Cross,  2nd  class,  British 

lalen Palmes  Academiques,  French 

St.  Anne's  Silver  Medal,  Russian 

«  V St.  Anne's  Gold  Medal,  Russian 

,  Queen  Elizabeth  Medal,  Red  Cross,  Belgian 
^  /Red  Cross  (silver),  Serbian 

\  Cross  of  Mercy,  Serbian 

Emily  Holland..     Medaille  d'Honneur  des  Epidemies  (silver) 

use  M. Medaille  dllonneur  des  Epidemies  (silver) 

r  T^tiSiUk  /  Silver  Medal  of  Honor,  with  War  Decoration, 

.  rouise ^       Austrian  Red  Cross 

i'iL Medaille  d'Honneur  des  Epidemies  (silver) 

ora  L. Cross  of  Mercy,  Serbian 

Karen Medaille  d'Honneur  des  Epidemics  (silver) 

ifli  L , . .     Red  Cross,  Serbian 

mie  A Royal  Red  Cross,  Bod  class,  British 

ia Royal  Red  Cross,  2nd  class,  British 

7  Elisabeth Royal  Red  Cross,  2nd  class,  British 

iaah Croix  de  Guerre,  bronse  star 

Arabella  A Medaille  d'Honneur  des  Epidemies  (silver) 

Nellie Medaille  d'Honneur  des  Epidemies  (silver) 

tbstfa  C Royal  Red  Cross,  2nd  class,  British 

Q^-^  (  Red  Cross,  Serbian 

1  Cross  of  Mercy,  Serbian 

j 'Distinguished  Service  Cross,  American 
,  Helen  Grace... .  -   Royal  Red  Cross,  1st  class,  British 

[Citation,  by  Sir  Douglas  Haig. 
Louise  Hclenne. .     Royal  Red  Cross,  British 

I  Distinguished  Service  Cross,  American 
Croix  de  Guerre,  bronse  star 
Royal  Red  Cross,  2nd  class,  British 
British  Military  Medal 

,  Irene Cross  of  Mercy,  Serbian 

iff**;^  T  /  R^  Cross,  Serbian 

*"™  ^ lOrder  of  St.  Sava  (Class  V),  Serbian 

v^lg  /  Red  Cross  Medal,  Serbian 

'  '^*** ^  Medal  of  Mercy,  Serbian 

ry  Gertrude Medaille  d'Honneur  des  Epidemies  (silver) 

ly,  Edith Royal  Red  Cross,  2nd  class,  British 

,  Flora McKiaille  d'Honneur  des  Epidemies  (silver) 

[iTgaret  C Red  Cross  Medal,  2nd  class,  Hungarian 

Insa  G Medaille  d'Honneur  des  Epidemies  (silver) 

Lillian  S Royal  Red  Cross,  British 

a, Royal  Red  Cross,  2nd  class,  British 

Vera.. Royal  Red  Cross,  2nd  class,  British 

I.Emily Royal  Red  Cross,  Ist  class,  British 

,  Ella  J Croix  de  Guerre,  bronze  star,  French 

ane  C Royal  Red  Cross,  2nd  class,  British 
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M«irB,  Linda  K. 


M«tc«lf.  Mrs.  Maud  H 


MacXulty,  Carolj-n Croix  dc  Ouerrc,  bronxe  Blar,  French 

Martin.  Florenct*  J Mfdaille  d*Hunncur  de«i  E|>iili>iat««   (aili 

Martin,  lubelle Military  Ueere<;,  4th  clap».  Gro^k 

MaufTray.  Helens Meduille  d'lTunntMir  dett  KpiUemicK 

f  Klurrnci*  Ni);)itinf;;alf  Mwlal 

Intrrnutional  Red  CroRS 

Croix  de  Guerre,  bronze  star 

CroHH  of  St,  Aline,  Kuuiaii 

Cross  of  Mercy,  Serbian 

CroBS  of  St.  Savu.  St'ttiian 

Miller,  KUie  L Hoyal  Kcd  Croflft.  2nd  class,  Rritiab 

Miller,  Mrs.  Lena  6 Roval  Red  Cro*w,  2nd  cIamh.  Ifritish 

Minni^erodc,  Lucy Gold  Crufi8  of  Si.  Anne.  Kuaftian 

Mitchell,  Klizubeth CroBs  of  Mercy,  Muntcin'jrrin 

Monroe,   Kdith Medaille  d'Honneur  d«v*   Kpidfmie* 

Morrison,  Edna  M Medaille  d'Honneur  dcs  K]>t<lenur4  (lilw] 

.-     i         D.  ,u  f  RoyHl  Red  Crow*,  2nd  daf*.  Britiali 

Morton.  Ruth A  ^^^j^  j^  ^^^^^^    ^^^^  ^^ 

V  i««„    \f«i,^i  V  I  I5«l  Cross,  Serbian 

Nelaon,  Mabel  V |  ^^^  ^,  jjj^.^^^.    Montenc^ln 

Kelson,  Mary  K Palmes  Aeademiques 

Kichulson.  Ann  Estella.. Ruyal  Red  Cros8,  2nd  elatw,  Itrittsh 

Norwich,  Margaret Crosf*  of  Merev,  Serbian 

Noye*.  CUra  Dutton /  ^''^^"*  .''*»/'^*"^  ^^  *^^  National  ln.titut# 

Xye,  Sylvene  A Croix  de  Guerre,  jjilt  star 

Obear,  Evelyn  E Regina  Maria  (Class  Hal,  r  i, 

O'Brien,  Agnes  V Ruyul  Red  Cross,  2nd  claa^ 

O'Hara.  Anno  M Cross  of  Mercy.  Serbian 

O'Learv.  Mar^^aret Regina  Maria  (Class  Hal.  Rutimaaiaa 

0|8«i,  l^ydia  JoBcphine Mt^aille  d'Honneur  dw  Rpidrmtea  (sih 

O'Neill.  Mrs.  Mary  Agnes...  Cross  of  Mercy,  Serbian 

i>a.-».„i.»   Fvn  tJ«  /  Rt»y«l  R«<l  Cross,  2nd  ela«a»  BriUflb 

rarmelee.  Eva  Jean j   Military  Medal.  Hritisb 

Parrish,  Minnie Cross  of  MtTry,  Montem-orln 

PnrsiinM.  Marion  Q.. ..•,.,.      Royal  Red  Cm'ss.  Idt  <  i  -h 

Patiitorc,  Amy  F .Medaillf  d'llonnenr  d»-  n-* 

Re^'ina  Maria  Crotut,  Iv 
Mrdaillc  d'Honneur  dc  ■•-s  (alii 

IK*c«irRtod  by  the  .TApan«.-t»i   ilv^  Cros*  wttfcl 
Florence  Ni^rhtin^le  medal,  this  briafj 
special    medal    of   that    ori^ni 
ni>t    to    \fv    ronriixei]    with    Uia 
x.tri.t imrqi,,    Mcdnl    of    tlia   Inl 

Perry.  F^ith  V 'm<v  imneur  ilea  Epidnatn  |ril««f| 

Perry.  Jennie  E •..     Croix  Ur  Guerre,  bronea  ifijkt 

Peterson.   Hanna  S....^. ..      Koval  Reil  CnuM,  2nd  etn*4    f^Htialk 
PhillipK.  Mrs.  .lulia  8 Order  of  St.  Sava  (Cl»  rWv 

Phillips.  I^wrie  L /  mT'ii'^^^-u'"'"'  '''.  '"^^ 

'  I  M<MiulIe  d  Ilotihi'ur  dr^t   rtitaemioa  U 

Porter.  Emily M.-diil  ..f  Miliury  Mvrit,  Qndk 

Potts.  Susan  D t'r<.^«  of   Mem),  Seibian 

Powers,  Margaret  M.......       Rovul  Red  Cnti*,  2nd  claaa,  Brltklh 

Proctor,  KlirjiN-th ("*•'">  Cr.»s  isllvrr).  Serbia. 

\(  rtms  of  Mercy,  Serbian 

Qusn.n.en.  Sena  M {^^"^  ^'T'J*"''"J:  ff"**^ 

\  Cross  of  Mi-rey,  herbian 


Patterson,  Florence  M. 


Quiniiler.  Mrt.  Edna 

McCuughlin   DiatinguiHhed  Service  Medal.  American 

T*   J  iw»    I    ii:  /Meduille  d'Honneur  dea  Kpidemieti 

Radcl.ff.  Lilimn |  ^.^^.^  j^.  ^^^^^^^    ^.^^  ^^J 

Ranney,  Susan Ref;iiia  Maria  (Claeo  11a I,  Roiirauniftn 

Beid,  Agnea MtHlaille  d'Honoeur  dea  Epidemieia   (eilvtr)^ 

Ric«.  Marion  M Palmes  Aeademiques 

Richardson,  Agn«e  H Croix  de  Ouerrc,  bronze  star 

Riokfr.  I'runcea  E Mcdaille  d'Honneur  den  Epideoiies   (vilverj 

RicVettB,  Mary  H Crosn  of  Mercy,  Serbian 

Reynolds.  Clara  P Red  Crosa  Honor  Medal,  Austrian 

Robbins.  Emmu  6 lied  Cross,  Serbian 

Robertson,  Kntliarine  H....  Regina  Maria  (ClaRn  Ilat,  Roumanian 

Robertson,  Rulli  I Metlaille  d'Honneur  dea  Epidemics   (silver] 

Roebe,  Mary  Jane Ruyul  Red  Cross.  2nd  class,  British 

Rogers,  Kmma  Uart Cross  of  Mercy,  Serbian 

Rose,  Esther  M Cross  of  Mercy,  Serbian 

Ross,  Marion  J (  ^^*;«^  °^  *^"7'  ^'^^. 

*  \  Red  Cross  (silver).  Serbian 

Roas,  Mary  B Cross  of  Mercy,  Serbian 

n  „„    A„„_  V  /Cross  of  Mere}',  Serbian 

Rowe,  Anna  E l^^^  ^^^^^  ^  J^!^^^    ^^^.^^ 

Russell,  Martha  M (  po^*'"*^^.  ^^'f  ^j"^ '«■  ^'***»«> 

*  \  Jntemational  Red  Cross 

Ryan,  Lulu  B Medaille  d'Honneur  des  Epldemies  (silTer) 

Ryan.  Winifred  M {  {J^^^U^r^^orbr:!""" 

Sahol,  Elina  P Croix  de  Guerre,  bronse  star 

Bt,  John,  Mra  Jane  Rignel.  (  ^*""''^,  *jL??f"*^'  "j^^""  ^'■''\  .,.  . 
*  I  Royal   Red  Cross,  2nd  class,  British 

Sands.  Tyldesley  L Royal  Ret!  Cross.  2nd  clasa,  British 

SfhitiiH,  U*illy  Belie Royal   Red  Cross,  2nd  class.  British 

Schorlield,  Minnie Royal   Red  Cross,  2nd  class,  British 

Scott,  EIean4>r  M Royal  Red  Cross,  1st  class.  British 

Scratini,  Utive  K Royal  Red  Cross,  2nd  clasa,  British 

Sharpe,  Anna  M Croix  de  Guerre,  bronze  star 

Sie^el.  Louisa  E German  Medal 

Smith,  Alice  O Croix  de  Guerre,  bronze  star 

c„u».    \c  n     n.««  /Red  Cross  (silver),  Serbian 

Smith.  Molly  Bawn |  ^,^^^^  ^^  ^l^^^,^  ^;^^^.^^ 

Spencer.  Ruth  Helen Royal  Red  Cross.  Ist  class.  British 

Snow,  Mary  L Cross  of  Mercy,  Serbian 

o*-.«K„..«k     T    T-»iw.T  /  Distinguished  Service  Cross,  American 

SUmbaugh,  J.  Isabel |  Royal  Red  Cross.  2nd  class,  British 

Stephenson,  Mary  £ Royal  Red  Cross,  2nd  class,  British 

I  Distinguished  Service  Medal.  American 
Koyat  Red  Cross,  Ist  class,  British 
Medaille  dc  la  Reconnaissance   (French 
Army  1 
Citation,  by  Sir  Douglas  Haig 

Strub,  Ann ....,     Medaille  []*IJonneur  des  Epidemies   (silver) 

Swayse,  Eflie  M Cross  of  Mercy,  Serbian 

Taft.  Xora Medaille  d'Honneur  des  Epidomiea 

Tarr.  Reliecca  Josephine. .. .     Medaille  d'Honneur  des  Epidemies  (bronze) 

Taylor,  Manre Royal   Red  Cross,  1st  class.  British 

Taylor.  Phoebe  F Croix  de  Guerre  (bronw  star) 

Tltomas,  Ellen  J German  Red  Cross,  2nd  class,  Xurse  Order 
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-,,  T\        V  fDistininiiBhed  Service  Medal»  Ain«riCAii 

Thompson,  Dora  E |  Comp«nioD  of  British  Empire 

Thompson,  Harali  R Croii  do  Guerre 

Tibbells,  I'raula ('ro#8  of  Mercy,  Serbian 

Tittnianr  Anna  L Gold  Medal  on  the  Ribbon  of  St  Anne.  Riu- 

aian 

Todd,  Louiite  M Croix  de  Guerre,  bronxe  atar 

Torrance.  Rachel  C Regina  Maria  (Claaa  Ila).  Roumanian 

Turner,  Lila  H Cruix  de  Guerre,  gilt  star 

Tymon,  Margaret Mifdal  of  Military  Merit.  Qre«k 

T'rch,  Oai^  D Royal  Red  Cro«8,   let  clasa,  BritUh 

Vuagniaux,  Emily Croix  de  Guerre,  bronze  atar 

Walkinshaw,  Arvilla Royal  Red  Cross,  Snd  claas,  British 

U  allace.  Olivo  S Royul  Red  CroM,  2nd  claaa.  Britiah 

Warwick,  Bcasie  Mae. Medaille  d'Honneur  dca  Epideoiiea 

Waikins,  Jcannctte Medaille  d'Honneur  dea  Epidi.<iDica 

Wat«on,  Helen  K Cros*  of  Mercy,  Montenegrin 

Wateon,  Teabel Medaille  d*Honneur  dee  Eptdemiea 

Weir,  Ruth Regina  Maria  (Clasfi  Ila) .  Roumanlaii 

Whedon,  Rhobie Cn)i!s  of  Mercv.  Serbian 

Wilcox,  Mabel Order  of  EliuWth.  Belgium 

Wilday,  Grace GerniRn  Red  CroM  Medal.  3rd  elu 

Wilkina,  Maud Medaille  d'Honneur  dea  Kpidemica 

Williams,  Kathrvn Cro««  of  Morcv,  Serbian 

Williamson.  Mildred Red  Croea   (aifver),  Serbian 

Wilsey,  Marrietta Order  of  8t  Sava    (Claaa  V).  Serbiu, 

Wilaon,  Eleanor , , .  Croaa  of  Mercy,  Serbian 

Wilt^ua.  Henrietta /  S^'p^'  ^tlS'^'n '!I''"^T*'* 

'  \  Red  Crofls^  lat  Order,  Serbian 

Wood,  Edith  L Croaa  of  Wercy.  Serbian 

Worley.  Pearl  M Medaille  d'Hotineur  dea  Epidemics 


^ 


AuEircAN  Red  Cross  Nubscs  Who  Died  iw  Wab  Sebvicb  ok  as  a  Result 
OF  Dtsabiuty  Coxtbactcd  Thebei?? 

War  Service— April  6,  1917,  to  yovember  11,  1919 


.V«r*e 


Dute  of  Death 


Place  of  Death 


Allen.  Phoebe  .... 
Amundtjon,  Kfith^r 


AnderBoa,  Nora  Emelie 

Athay,  Florence , 

Aubertr  Lillian 

Ajrres,  Mrs.   Edith 

Babcock,  Hsucel  £ 

Bailey,  Margaret  S . 


Baird.  Lnura  A. . , 
Baldwin^  Jeaaie  P, 

Bartlett,  Frances 


Oct. 
Oct. 

Jan. 

Nov. 

Oct. 

May 

&farch 

Oct. 

Oct. 
Feb. 


23.  1!)1H 
20.  1918 

16,1910 

13, 1918 

6, 1918 

20, 1917 

12,  1010 

16,  1018 

10.  1018 
6,1019 


Oct.      27,1018 


Becker,  Edith  G.. 
Bellman,  Jeanette 


Dec. 
Nov. 


21, loia 

12, 1018 


Berry,  May 


Dec.      30,  1017 


Biahop,  Amy  Ij 

Brad  Held.  Eidith 

Bradley,  Laura  Belle, 

Brandon,  Hazel    

Breen,  Anne  M.  C. . . . 


Oct. 
May 
Oct. 
Oct. 

Nov. 


15.1918 

5,  1918 

24. 1918 

30. 1918 

17.1918 


Brock,  Monica 


Nov.     29.  1918 


Buck,  Lydia  Muriel 
Buell,  Grace  O 


Bufnan,  Rone  E.  .  . . 
Burk.  Elhtfl  Marion, 

Butler,  Fnima  M 

Byrne,  Louise  E. .  . 


Byronf  Patricia  Irene. 
Cairns,  Mary  Kay... 


Dec. 
Out. 

Oct. 
Oct. 
April 

Oct. 

March 
Sept. 


15,1018 
8, 1918 

13,  1018 

18.1918 

8,1918 

14.1918 

28,  1918 
20,1018 


Campbell,  Florence  W, 
Cardwell,  Mary  B . . . . 


Nov.      18, 1918 


Oct.        4. 1918 


Ft,  Slocuiu.  N.  Y. 
Base  Hospital  No.  35, 

A.  E.  F. 
Base  Hospital  No.  BB, 

A.  E.  F. 
iXane  Hospital  No.  67, 

A.  E.  F. 
Walter  Reed  Gen.  Hoapital, 

\\'u8liinpt<m,  U.  C. 
On  board  S.S.  Mongolia, 

Hftsi'  Hiianitftl,  No.  12 
Camp  HuBpjtal  No.  33, 

A.  E.  F. 
Hospital  Train  No.  68, 

A.  E.  F. 
Camp  Merritt,  N.  J. 
Evacuation  Hospital  No.  4. 

A.  E.  F.,  Coblenz, Germany 
Base  Hospital  No.  ll.*). 

A.  E.  F.,  Vichy,  Franco 
Ft.  Benjamin.  Harriaon.  Ind. 
Base  Hospital  No.  18. 

A.  E-  F. 
Base  Iloapital  No.  32, 

A.  E.  F.,  Franco 
Ft.  Rile%',  Kana. 
Ft.  Sill/Okla. 
Camp  Dodge,  Iowa 
Camp  Kearney,  Cal. 
Hafie  Hoapttal  No.  48» 

A.  E.  F. 
St.  Elijmbetli'a  Hospital, 

Waahinglon,  D.  C. 
Ft.  Logan  Roots,  Ark. 
Uaae  lloapital  No.  58, 

A.  E.  F 
Camp  Pike,  Ark. 
Camp  Fremont,  Cal. 
Camp  Utidae,  Iowa 
Gen.  Hnfipital  No.  1,  New 

York  City. 
Camp  McArlhur,  Texas 
Raae  Hospital  No.  54, 

A.  E.  F.,  Breat,  France 
While  on  leavi.i  in  Nice.    At- 
tached  Base  Hospital  No. 

9,  A.  E.  F.,  France 
San  Antonio,  Texas 


I 


ki 


i 
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^^^^^^^H             AueaiCAX  Red  Cross  Niiihrs  Who  Dixd  in  Wail  Sektice  ok  ab  a  Rttru 
^^^^^^^H                                           or  DisAJULiTT  CoNTaACTCD  Thcmci.n                            ^H 

^^^^^^^^H 

Date 

of  Death 

PlaetofDealk 

^^^^^^^^^^^B 

Oct.       14,  1918 

Dec.      31,1018 

Oct      27, 1918 
.Wil     18,1918 
Oct.       13,1918 
Oct.       22.  1918 
Oct.        0, 1918 

Jan.      31,1919 

< after  war) 
Oct.       15»  1016 

Oct.        7.1918 
Oct.      10. 1918 
Oct,      10.  1918 
June       l»  1919 

Oct.        7.1018 
Sept.     28.1918 

Oct.      22, 1018 
OeU         7.1918 
Nov.      20.1918 
May     25, 19!0 

Oct        0. 1918 
April    I'l.  I9ll» 
June     Iti, 1918 

Aug.     26. 1918 

Jan.      21.1919 
Sept.     30,1918 
Jan.        2,  1921 

Oct       10.1918 
Oct.       14.  I9IS 
.Tnn.      26,1019 

May       1, 1019 

Oct      28.1018 
n^-t.       «.  I9IH 

Feb.       13,1910 
Jan.      IS.  1918 

Camp  Hiwpital  No.  4U,       ^m 

A.  K.  F                                ■ 
Xnvnl  lltijtpital,  Mar«       ^H 

Ulainl.  Cal.                       H 
Ft.  UotiijlHR,  Utali             ^M 
Camp  Whcrlcr,  Oa.            ^^| 
Ft.  Rller.  Kan*.                 V 
Camp  I-cM-iii.  Wash. 
Evacuation  Uo«pital  Na.C 

A.  R.  P.                            ^ 
General  Hospital  No.  It  M 

North  CartJlna 
V.  8.  P.  H.  S.  Hoapital. 

Huut^villr.  Ala.                ^_ 
Camp  Di.\.  N.  J.                 ^M 
Camp  riorilon,  Ha.              ^H 
Ft.  Ailev.  KauA.                 ^B 
C.    S.    Armv    Kmharkatil^H 

HoopiUl  5Co.  4,  New  Vl^H 

City                                   ^M 
(Jroup  "\y\  A.  E.  F.           H 
ItaM*  llt»^pital  No.  42.        ^M 

A.  £.  F.                            ■ 
Ft.  Saui  lloUBt'in.  Tmt  ^H 
Camp  liordfin,  Ga.           ^^M 
\u\n\  MoMpiul.  Norfolk. ^^H 
Ctimp       HpKpital      Xa     ^H 

A.  E.  F.,  CJi*le«u  Tliierq™ 

Km  nee                                  ^^M 

Mobile  (W.  Unit  No.  1,  ^M 

Ciimp  Trovi*.  Taaa          ^| 

N.  J                      1 

i                    ,,,  r;,r«rr«l  Hoik         . 

r_.  r.  J 

Ciiinp   IKuipiUl  No.  ^ 

A.  F.  F 
iimeral  Ilo«pltal  N<l  I; 

Ft  Mcilrarr,  114.          ^ 
Ft  Lofran.  Colo.                ^M 
<  amp  Sberman.  0%ia        ^H 
Him  IlMttiUl  No.  Ittt.      ^M 

A.  K.F.                             ■ 
Base  Movphal  No.  !«.        H 

Franr*-.  A.  K  F.              ^ 

^^^^^^^^B               CnHt?rlinc,  Druailla  Marie... 

^^^^^^^H               Cecil,  Mrs.  Katherine  W 

^^^^^^^^^H               ChriHteiiiton.  Mabel      

^^^^^^^^^H               ChriHtnian,  Caroline      

^^^^^^^B              element*,  Anna  Gertrude 

^^^^^^^^m 

^^^^^^^^H              Coiincllv,  Knthcrine  K. 

^^^^^^^B              Courtney,  Helena  J. ,,..,.. . 

^^^^^^^m             CimmiintTH,  Mary  H 

^^^^^^^^B               Daiilbv.  Anna  Marie 

^^^^^^^^m 

^^^^^^^^^^^1                                I'nnp  A    

^^^^^^^^B              Dingley,                  

^^^^^^^^1               Dorxivan.  Helen  Frnnce« 

^^^^^^^^fl                Dtmd.  Jlolcn  Krancev 

^^^^^^^^B               Dntmniond.  Henrietta  1 

^^^^^^^^B                Eastman,  LiKxie  F 

^^^^^^^^B               Emery,  Mary  F'rancei. ....... 

^^^^^^^^^H               Krioknoii,                        

^^^^^^^^H              Evana, 

^^^^^H                                  Helen 
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Amebjcan  Red  Caoss  NrnsEs  Wno  Dieu  in  Wah  Skbvice  oh  as  a  Result 

OF   DiHABILITY   CONTRACTED   TllEKEIS 


Xuritr 

Date 

of  Drath 

/nafrofDrafh 

Falkinbur^,  Grace  M 

Farncv,    Riitli    B   

Oct.         G.  IfllS 
Oct.      22.  1918 
Oct.      20.1018 

Oct.      13.  1918 
ScpL     15,1910 

May       6.  1018 
Oct.         0,1018 

Oct.        3,  1918 

Oct.       28.1018 
Aug.       0,  lOlS 
Oct.         0,  1918 

Oct,         8,1918 
Feb.      13,1010 

Sept    25,1918 

Oct         9,1918 
March    0,1918 
Oct      21.1918 
Xov.     28.  1918 
May     27.  1019 

March  10,1919 

Oct.      22,1018 
Oct        0, 1918 
Oct.       10»  1018 

May     26, 1919 

Oct      25, 1918 
Xov.     14, 1018 

Oct        4,1018 
Oct         4.1918 
Feb.        8,  1!U0 

Jan.        5,1010 
Sept     29,1918 

Jan.       2,1019 

Jan.     20,1018 

Sept    20,1018 

Ciunp  tep,  Va. 

Ft.  Snm  Houstnn    Texas 

Fii'kcn,  Magdalc*ne  

Cuneral  Hospital  No.  l.New 

Ynrk 
Camp  Dix,  N.  J. 
I'rovidence  City  Ilnspital, 

Providence,  U.  I. 
Base  Hospital  No.  (i.  A.  E.  F, 

Fischer,  Catherine  Marie 

Flanncrj',  BHdc  Mary  Agnca.. 

Fletcher,  Lucy  N. 

Forrest,  Eileen  L. » . . 

Base  Honpitnl  No.  60, 

Camp  Milk  L.1..N.  Y. 
Camp  Codv.  X.  Mex. 
Camp  Shelby,  Miss.                 i 
Baiie  Hospital  No.  02, 

A.  E.  F. 
Camp  Jackson,  8.  C. 
Kvacuation  Hospital  No.  2. 

A.  E.  F.,  Cobh'nz,  Germany 
Walter  Reed  Hospital, 

Washinptnn.  U.  C. 
N'livfll  Hospital.  N.  Y,             ^ 
Camp  Travis,  Texas 
Kt   Ham  Houston,  Texas 

■    FoKter.  Ha?.el   

m    Franklin,  Emma  M 

Fiirr.  AInia  M 

Galliher.  Nellie  O 

Girvin.  Hester  Marie 

■    Golden,  Katherine  \' 

■  Good,  Mottie 

W  Good,  Victoria 

Gore   Ora  Mnr(niret 

Gorman    Realrice  M 

Gaahorn,  Ethol  Mav 

Camp  Gortlon.  Ga. 

Camp  Hospital  No.  4, 
A.  E.  F.,  Frame 

U.  S.  Naval  HospiUl,  Great 
Ukee,  III. 

Base  Hngpital  No.  8.  A.  E.  P. 

Camp  I^ee.  Va. 

Group  "C",  General  Hos- 
pital No.  9.  A.  E.  F. 

Camp       Hospital       No.       4, 
A.  E.  F.,  Chateau-Tliierry, 
France 

Camp  Custer,  Mich. 

General  Hospital  No.  1, 
New  York  City 

Gruup  "E".  A.  E.  F. 

Camp  T'pton,  N.  Y. 

Base  Hospital  No.  105, 
A.  E.  I^ 

Camp  McClellan,  Ala. 

Naval  Hospital,  Philadel- 
phia, Pa. 

Lettcrman  !Fot*pital,  San 
Francisco,  Cal. 

Base  Hospital  No.  12. 
A.  K.  F..  Franc* 

Medical  Department  Base 
Hospital  No.  114,  A.  E.  F. 

Graham,  Florence  Beatrice. . . 
Grant,  Myrtle  E 

Greene,  Kalheryno  E 

Grimes,  Marjjaret 

Grovesj  Elma  Irene 

Ilagadom,  Alice  B 

Hankinson,  Florence  G 

Hanlev,  Edna 

Hardv.  Snbra  R 

TTcalv   Marv 

Hecht,  Mrs.  FeMcila 

HertJBOf^.  Me<la  L 

Hidell    Marie  I- 

Hill    Elina  Wilson 

Hinton,  Florence  A 

Hoffman.  Katherine   

1 


i 


^ 
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American  Red  Cboss  NirBSES  Who  Died  iji  War  Service  ob  ab  a 
or  Disability  Costbacteu  Thcrei!* 


\ur8e 


Uogan,  Agnen 

Uokanson,  EUitb  B. 

HollrnbHck,  Lottie  . 

Hurley,  Nell 

Ireland,  Alice  A.. . 


Irwio,  Katherine  P. 
Jacobs,  Gertrude  E 


JenniiigH,  Luev  Eunice. 

Jr8«en,  Anna  W 

JolinKon.  Inez  E 

JoncH,  Mnmie 

Joyce,  Kathryne 


Keirn*  Margaret  Eleanor. 


Kemper,  Anna  E. . . 
Kimball.  Florence  ., 

Ktrketerp,  Daiay  M 

Klinfelter,  Ina  £... 

Knapn,  EnteUe  A... 
Knowles,  Jtliriam  E 

Kotte,  Emma 


Kuhlman.  Margaret 
Kulp,  Harriet  U. . . 


Larsen,  Anna  E. 
T^rsen.  Effie  A. 
Loa.  Alice 


Leach,  Etbel  0 


LeClaire,  Florence  .  . . 
Ledden,  Claire  Agncn. 


Ledford,  Ima  I.. 

Lee,  Elizabeth   Francoa. 

Lide,  Julia  . .  - . 

Lleb.  Blarie  L 


Oat^  of  Death 


Sept.  17,  1919 

March    8,1910 

Jan.  3, 1918 

Oct.  16.  1918 

Feb.  3. 1918 

Juno  24,1018 

April  22,  1922 

Sept.  3n.  1018 

Aug.  22.  1022 

Jan.  :iO.  1021 

Dec.  31.1918 

Sept  27,  1018 

Oct.  13, 1018 

Sept  25,1918 

Oct  20, 1018 

Oct  20,  1018 

Oct  2. 1018 


Oct. 
Nor. 


7,1018 
11, 1917 


March  16, 1910 


Oct 
Dec. 

Oct 

Deo. 
Dec 


23. 1018 
20, 1918 

25.1918 
14.1018 

21.1918 


Oct.  M018 

Oct  8. lOlH 

May  31,19)9 

Oct  7.1918 

Oct  6, 1018 

Feb.  24. 1010 

Hay  12, 1021 


Place  of  Dtnth 


Naval  Hospital,  Waalung- 

ton,  D.  C. 
Naval  Hospital,  Gi 

UkcA.  111. 
Ft.  Riley,  Kan*. 
Camp  Bowie.  T^xaa 
lia^e  HoHpital  No.  54, 

France 
Evacuation  Hoapital  ?(o. 

A.  E.  F. 
St.  Joacph'v  Hoepital, 

Pliooni*.  Aria. 
Camp  Sherman.  t)hlo 
New  York,  N.  V, 
AlUny.  N.  Y. 
Camp  Logan.  Texaa 
Evacuation  Hoepital  No.  4, 

A    E    F 
Baee  HoepiUI  No.  58. 

A.  E,  F. 
Camp  -T«*k-im    S    f 
Base  r 

A.  i'     '      ■ 
V.  S.  EuilMrkntion  Honiu! 

No.  1.  Ilobtkketi.  N.  J. 
General  Hospital  Xa  1, 

York  City 
Camp  Mea/i«,  Md. 
Baae  Honital  No.  18, 

A.  E.  F..  Frmae*< 
Naval  HoapiUl.  4;feal 

Uke«.  III. 
Camp  Sliennan.  nbio 
Camp  Uoapital  Nol  IX 

A.  E.  F. 
Camp  Shvrwian 
CaiJij*    T 
Navui 

Laki-^,  ■ 
Edf^wood  Al 

wutxl     Ml! 
Cam|> 
ilaw  1' 

A.  E.  S*..  l-iaACv 
Raw  HoniUl  No.  I  If 

A.  E.  F. 
naae  Ho»piUl  NV  «7, 

A.  E    r 
BaK  Ilnanital  No.  If. 

A.  E.  f. 
Yonkera.  N\  Y. 


I 
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OAK  Bed  CB088  NuBSEft  Who  Died  in  Was  Sesvice  ob  as  a  Result 

or  DlSABIUTT  COIfTRACTED  TheBEIN 


Loia 

d,  Antoinette  W..., 

Qraee  Mabel 

>lm,  Ruth  V 

ilm,  Viola 

Ksther  R 

Gladys  Nancy 

«,  Nettie  Grace — 

[,  Cryrtal  E 

laid,  Elizabeth  L. . 

»U,  Jessie  R. 

h,  Laura  0 

e,  Catherine  J.. .  ■ 
y,  Catherine  

h,  Jennie 

',  Liliias 

ick,  Marguerite  R 
m,  Anna  M 

nr,  EHsabeth  M. . . 

r,  Ella 

Grace  Lee. 

Jessie  B 

I,  Harlan , 

Constance 

SyMa  Elizabeth. 

Tane  R.. 

Elizabeth  M 

Mildred  Anna. . . . 

Grace  Bell 

Bcelia  E 

Dorothy  Beth . . , 

tiary  E 

Helen  A 


Date  of  Death 


Oct        1, 1018 
Not.      6, 1918 

Oct      24, 1018 
Oct.      17, 1918 

Oct      11, 1916 
Aug.     10, 1920 

Dec.     10, 1918 

Dec.     23, 1918 

18, 1918 

20, 1918 


Dec. 

Oct. 


Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 


11,1918 

3,1018 

10, 1018 


March  19, 1910 


Oct. 
Dec. 


Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 


Oct. 
Oct 


31, 1018 
4, 1018 


April  19,1010 

Oct  6,  1018 

Oct  29, 1018 

Nov.  11,1018 

Jan.  10, 1910 

Oct  10,1018 

May  18, 1910 

Sept  17,1918 

Aug.  10, 1921 


0, 1018 

20. 1018 

8,1018 


Oct.      28, 1018 


6, 191R 
10, 1018 


Oct      13, 1918 
Aug.     22, 1018 


Plape  of  Death 


Camp  Sherman,  Ohio 
Base  Hospital  No.  61, 

A.  e:  F. 

Ft.  McPherson,  Ga. 
Base  Hospital  No.  68, 

A    E    F 
Group  "D*',  A.  E.  F. 
Temple  Baptist  Mem.  San., 

Dallas,  Texas 
Base  Hospital  No.  68, 

A.  E.  F. 
American  Hospital  Tumen, 

Western  Siberia 
Evacuation  Hospital  No.  1, 

A.  E.  F. 
Base  HiMpital  No.  35, 

A.  E.  F. 
Camp  McArthur,  Texas 
Camp  Grant,  111. 
Camp  Lee,  Va. 
Base  Hospital  No.  54, 

A.  E.  F. 
Rock  Island  Arsenal,  111. 
Edgewood  Arsenal,  Edge- 
wood,  Md. 
Saginaw,  Mich. 
Emergency  Hospital  No.  2, 

A.  E.  F. 
Camp  Dix,  N.  J. 
Base  Hospital  No.  25, 

A.  E.  ¥. 
Base  Hospital  No.  55, 

A.  E.  F.,  Toul,  France 
Camp  Hancock,  Ga. 
General  Hospital  No.  40, 

St  Louis,  Mo. 
Naval  Hospital,  Chelsea, 

Mass. 
U.  S.  P.  H.  S.,  Ft.  Thomas, 

Ky. 

Naval  Hospital,  New  York 
Ft.  McPherson,  Ga. 
Naval  Hospital,  Newport, 

R.  I. 
Base  Hospital  No.  68, 

A.  E.  F. 
Camp  Sherman.  Ohio 
Base  Hospital  No.  31, 

A.  E.  F. 
Camp  Dcvcns.  Mass. 
Fort  BlisH,  Texas 
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^^^K                                               07   DiSABIUTT    CONTBACTED  TimmTT                                               fl 

^H                                  Kurse 

Dntr 

of  Death 

PUkceof  Drath 

^H         Moesctien,  Frances  W 

^^H          Atorriaon,  Sophia  Ellen. ..... 

^^H           ^filrt^n    Hnri'l  F 

Oct, 
Oct, 

Dea 
Oct. 

Sept. 
Oct. 

Xov. 

April 

Oct. 
Seot. 

7,1018 
10,  lOMl 
28, 1918 

9,  1918 

1,  1918 
7,  1918 

28. 1918 
10, 1918 

9, 1918 

2,1918 

10,1918 

28. 1918 

8. 1918 

18. 1919 
13, 1919 

9. 1919 
3,1918 

1,1918 
20,  1918 

6, 1918 

16|  1918 

10,1918 

17,1018 
7.1918 
6. lOlR 

25. 1018 

16,  1918 

24. 1918 

4.1918 
26, 1018 
19.1918 

29.1918 

8.1918 

Base  UoepiUl  No.  42,  A.E.F. 

Minot.  X.  D. 

Camp  Cody.  X.  Mex. 

V.  S.  Base  Ho«pit*1,  EdiE?- 

wood,  Md. 
Camp  Milla.  U  I^  Xew  York 
Baae  HoapiUl  No.  68. 

A.  E.  F. 
Camp  Lee.  Va.                        • 
Kaval  Hoepital.  Hampton 

Roada,  Va. 
Headquartera    Baae    SrrtioB 

No.  3.  S.  0.  S.,  A.  E.  F. 
On  way  to  Camp  Beaurvgard. 

La. 
Camp  Mcrritt,  X.  J. 
Camp  Jackson,  S.  C. 
C  S.  Hojipital  Xo.  10, 

Boston,  Mau. 
Camp  Hospital  Xo.  25. 

A.  E.  F..  France 
Base  HoflpiUl  Xo.  IIS. 

A.  E.  F„  Savenav.  Franc* 
Base  Hospital  Xo.  7.  A.  E.  F. 
V.  S.  Hospital  Xo.  19. 

Ax.lia.  X.  C. 
Ft.  Slieridan.  III. 
C.  S.  XavBl  Honpital, 

Charleston.  S.  C. 
Base  Hospital  No.  20.                 ' 

A.  E.  F.,  London.  Enftsad 
BaBeHospiUlXa3,A.E.F.,    M 

France                                      ■ 
Camp  Lee.  Va.                          H 
Camp  Grant,  111.                     ■ 
Camp  Taylor,  Ky.                     ■ 
Gn*at  Ijiicrs  Nii\"h1  llirtpital 
Camp  Jackson,  Columbia.          _ 

S.  C.                                       1 
Xaval  Hospital.  Paget             | 

Sound.  Wash.                       ■ 
Base  Ho(»piUl  No.  12,            M 

A.  E.  y\                      ^J 
Camp  Meade,  Hd.           ^^H 
Ft.  Oiflcthorpe.  Ga,         ^^W 
General  Hospital  Xo.  1,           ■ 

Xew  York  Citv                      ■ 
Xaval  HospiUl.'PbibdrJ          ■ 

phia.  Pa.                                ■ 
Fort  Ontario.  X.  Y.                 ■ 

^H           MoHs,  Marie  Antoinette 

^H           Munn,  Maud  Amelia 

^H           Murnhv   Alice  V 

^^H           Murnhv.  Lillian  M      

^H           Murphy   Terem  M         .    . 

^K          Newkirk,  Hattie  M 

^1          Xoring,  Ella  M 

^^M           Xorttin,   Mary    

^^ft          Xurney,  Marv  C         

Oct. 

AprU 

Feb. 

Feb. 
Oct. 

July 

Mafch 

Oct. 
June 

Oct, 

Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Juno 

Oct. 

Xov. 

Oct. 
May 
May 

Sept 

Oct. 

^V          O'Brien,  Camille  Louise 

O'Conncr,  Carmilite   

O'Corner,  Gertrn<le 

O'Connor,  Mary  E 

Ophaiiff,  Ilelca  J 

Orchard,  Helen    

Orgren,    Clara  M 

Overend,  Marion  L 

Ownnfl,  LMlie  May 

Parr,  Marj^ret  I 

Parry,  Aurora  E 

Pifk.  Garnett  Olive 

Pennington,  Pearl  W 

Peoples*  Mary  L 

Pepoon*  Lucile 

Pcrkina.  Ettle  M. 

Petrif    Evelvn  V. .    ,      . 

Phillipe.  Mervl  G 

Place,  Edna  E. . 

Poole,  Frances 
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American  Red  Cboss  Nltbses  Who  Diso  ts  War  Service  or  as  a  Result 

OF    OlSABILITT   CoXTBACTBl)  THEREIN 


.Vui 


Price,  Cornoliu  L, 


Qutgley.  Paulino  A. 
Ragim,  Mabel  A.. . . 


Raithel.  HatUe  M. 


Reed,  Inez  E 

Regan,  Mary  Josephine. 


Rcvclcy,  Annie  Dade 
Roberts,  Annabel  S. . 
Robinson,  Gencvra  . . , 
Robinson.  Violet  E. . . 


Rockwell,  Vera  Marie, 


Rodgers,  Teresa  Elizabeth. 
Rose,  Lovie  Lucinda 


Royer,  Norene  M, 


RiiR«,  Freda   

Sage,  Helen  C 

Sargent,  Helen  M. . . 

Saner,  Clara  H 

Sebeirer,  Mary  J. 

Schonheit,  Charlotte 


Sclireibcr,  Orma  A. 


Schureman,  Olive 

Seavey,  Ruth    

Sebastian,  Mrs.  Mary  McF. 

Seller,  Barbara  L 

Seymour,  Nina  Ionise 


Shrope,  Lydia  D 

8in)on,  Mre.  Vera  Scott. 

8(en»tad,  Julia    , 

Story,  Amber   R 

Rvmmes,  Kathleen  E..., 

Taylor,  Eva    

TempHn,  Naomi , 

Tlioma^,  Mary   , 

Tliomp»un,  Alice  L , , 


Date  of  Death 


Oct      0, ini8 


Oct 
Oct 


18,  UHH 
1.  1918 


Nov,       2, 1918 

March    7.  1919 
Oct       23. 1920 


Oct 

Jan. 
Oct 

Nov. 


Oct 

Oct 


Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct 
Nov. 
Oct 
Dec. 


Oct 
Oct 
Oct. 

Oct 
<Vt 

July 
Oct 
Not. 
Nov. 

Oct 
Feb. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct 


18, 1918 
17,1918 

22,1918 
2, 1018 


Sept     21,1918 


28,  191S 
10, 1918 


Sept     17,1918 


21,  I91R 

5,  1918 

20, 1918 

14, 19IH 

6, 1918 

G,  1918 


Ptacr  of  Dal  th 


Oct        9, 1018 


1],  1918 
16,1018 
2U,1918 

21,  1918 

10,1918 

14,1917 

19,  1918 
6,1918 

20.  1918 
4,1918 

20. 1919 

fi.l918 

23, 191S 

24, 1918 


Camp  McClellan,  Anniston, 

Ala. 
('amp  Custer,  Mich. 
H}i»e  Hospital  No.  17, 

A.  E.  F. 
nase  Hospital  No.  29, 

A.  E.  F.,  London,  England 
Ft.  Riley.  Kana. 
IJIifckner  Sanatorium,  Colo- 
rado Springs,  Colo. 
Evacuation  tfospital  No.  4, 

A.  E.  F. 
Base  Hospital  No.  2,  A.  E,  F., 

France 
Base  Hospital  No.  68, 

A.  E.  F.,  France 
Unrdinfr  General  Hospital, 

Gardiner,  Maine 
Naval  Hospital,  Chelsea, 

March  Field,  Riverside 
Hasu  Hospital  No.  68. 

A.  E.  F.,  England 
Base  Hospital  No.  46, 

A.  E.  F. 
f'amp  Fremont,  Cal. 
Camp  Taylor,  Ky. 
F^jft  Slocum,  N.  Y. 
tamp  Dodge,  Iowa 
KMi.H  Tfllnnd.  N.  Y. 
Mobile'  Hospital  No.  3, 

A.  K,  F.,  France 
Base  Hospital  No.  49, 

A.  E.  F. 
Camp  ^leadc,  Md. 
Camp  Taylor,  Ky. 
Sntionat  Military  Home, 

!nd. 
Camp  Dodge,  Iowa 
A.  R.  C.  Hospital  No.  2, 

France 
Ft.  Rayard,  N.  Mex. 
Ft.  Riley,  Kana. 
Ft.  Snnlling,  Minn, 
Hrowned  in  Lake  Michigan 
(irotip  "D",  A,  E.  F. 
Cainp  Sherman,  Ohio 
Vt   Slu-ridan,  HI. 
Camp  Cody.  N.  Mex. 
\uvul   Base   Huspital,   Scot- 
land 


1 


i 


! 
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AiUBXCAN  Red  Cbosb  Ncbses  Who  Died  ik  Wak  Sesvicc  ob  as  ▲ 

OF   OiSABUJTr   CONTRACTU)  TUKEEtX 


XUTMC 


Tliomen.   Emmu  J. 
ToinpkinR,  Agne«  . 


Trank,  Florence  M 


TrKvia,  Qoldie  N, 
Treiehler,  Amy  .. . 


Trimble.  Miirie  K 

Turner,  Marion  Pearl 


Turner,  Phyllis  M 


Viherg,  JudiUi  fi 

Vietuieior.  Ida  Henrietta. 


Vollftnd,  Magdelena  M. 
Walch,  Carolinv  Kose. 
Walker.  Anna  A 


Ward,  Lillian  ..••• 

Ward,  Nellir  J 


WatkinB,  Qlady* 


Weigner.  Allwrta  I.... 
Weimann.  EliaatA'tli  H. 


Wi'iB*',  Rofto 

Wellman*  Maytit'llv  . 


WoIK  Matilda  F 

WcUli.  f!«Hir)i:tana  Marjr. 
Wiasrl,  Dorolliv  II 


WcBt.  Anna  Belle  f 

WhttlU%  Ena  M 

Wheeler,  Lilrlla  Matilda. 
WTjitcBidc,  Lydia  V 


VVifTjfinff,  r>ni»y  E. . .. 
Williiuii*.  Annie  M. . . 


Wfnc-jiriitvr.  Falith  Maj. 


Date  of  Death 


Nov. 
•Ian. 


24.  lOItt 
0.  11»20 


Oct.         8.  1»>18 


Oct, 
F«h. 

Si.pt. 

(H't. 


0,  ini8 

14,1018 

13.1018 
21.  If)IH 


Sept.    28,1018 


Oct. 
Jan. 


S*.pt. 

Oct. 

Juno 

Oct. 
July 


U,  1018 
8.  1010 

22.  1018 

18,1018 

15,1010 

22,  1018 
12.  I1>18 


Oct.       10,  1918 


Jan. 

Nov. 

Mny 

t>t. 

Opt 
Jan. 
June 

f>eL 

Oct. 

Jon. 

Oct 

Oct. 
Ort. 


20.  1010 
6,  1018 

20.  1022 

15, 1018 

15, I0I8 
20, 1010 

4,  in  10 

21.1010 

15, 1020 

14,1010 

21.1019 

22.  I!>IH 
15.  ]!M8 


May     17.1010 


/'/<icr  o/  Dtnih 


lil 


Cainp  Dodge,  Iowa 
I'.    S.    A.    <;tn-"»     "' 

No.  28.  Ft 
Baflp  lloapital  _-_, 

A.  E.  F. 
Fort  Snelliny,  Minn. 
Naval  HoApital,  Chart 

s.  e. 

Chelsea,  Maao. 

Nnval  Hoapital.  Mar« 

UUnd,  Car 
U.  S.  General    IlM{»iUJ 

I.  New  York 
Camp  I^-^*,  Va. 
Camp  Hospital  N<k  7I« 

A.  K.  F.,  FraiKW 
Ba«e  Hoflpilal  No.  ! 

A.  F^  F.,  France 
Camp  Travt*.  Ft, 

Hoitnton,  Tfiiaa 
Ba«r  Hoflpital  No.  fifi, 

A.  K.  V. 
lamp  Gr«ne.  N.  C. 
Mane  Hi^nital  No.  15, 

A.  E.  F. 
Hiiw<  HovplUl  Ko.  50. 

A.  E.  F.,  FraiMw 
Ft.  Kiley,  Kaaa 
Hanp  HiJtpital  Ko.  S2. 

A.  E.  V. 
FltxjtimfT' ''-■*"■ r«| 

pitKl.   '  l& 

(lli-nrral  i'      ,  N.^    1 

York 
Camp  EiiBtU.  Va. 
Vanfouver    Mn- 
St.  John's  IK.  ; 

Hvld.  111. 
U'»Itrr  lined  Ilmpltal. 

W  oiildnKtott.  U,  r. 
Kitcaimmona  Oravral  Ui»- 

piiai,  n-"*.*'  I'oift. 

Camp  H.  It, 

A.  K.  I       ■  . 

HaiK*  Hp«piu)  Nix  itt. 

A-  K.  V 
Camp  (NmIv.  N    Vkmx, 
Bav  Moap'itAl  Ntn.   l». 

A    K.  K. 
Armrnla 
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TAN  Red  Caoes  Nubsks  Who  Died  in  Wab  Sebvice  ob  as  a  Result 

or  DiSABIXJTT   CONTBACTSD  ThSBEIR 


Nurte 

Helen  Burnett 

Margaret  W 

i,  Mayme  L 

Alice  M 

Florence  M 

Rose  A 

Mrs.  Rose  Kirkwood. 


Date  of  Death 


Place  of  Death 


May     20, 1917 
Oct.      23, 1918 


Oct 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Nov. 
June 


5, 1918 

4, 1018 

23, 1918 

2S»  1917 

23. 1010 


On  board  S.S.   Mongolia  en 

route  to  France 
Base  Hospital  No.  48, 

A.  E.  F.,  France 
Camp  Grant,  111. 
Camp  Sevier,  S.  C. 
Camp  Devens,  Mass. 
Camp  Shelby,  Miss. 
St.  Luke's  Hospital,  New 

York 


Hx  TO  List  of  Auebican  Red  Cross  Nubses  Who  Died  in  Wab 

tSBVlCE  OB  AS  A   RESULT  OF   DISABILITY   CoNTRACfED   THEREIN 

r  consideration  and  by  a  special  authorization  from  Miss  Noyes,  the 
ng  nurses  were  posthumously  awarded  Red  Cross  medals  and  clta- 
ilong  with  the  other  nurses  on  this  list  who  died  in  war  service,  or 
result  of  disability  contracted  therein. 

Imost  every  case  the  nurse  died  of  influenza,  or  pneumonia  following 
sa,  during  the  1918  epidemic,  just  after  travel  orders  for  military 
had  been  issued  to  her,  but  before  she  had  opportunity  to  execute 
:h.  With  but  probably  two  or  three  exceptions,  all  these  nurses  had 
isisting  the  Red  Cross  in  caring  for  influenza  patients  while  waiting 
ir  travel  orders  for  military  service. 


yurae 
Margaret  M 

Elsie  M 

,  Mayme  T 

*,  Ramona  Canfield . . 

IS,  Eva 

d,  Margaret 

Mabel  P 

ion,  Helen  C 

B,  Hanna  Priscilla.. . 

m,  Lydia 

,  Alberta  McPherson 

Eunice  

or.  Marguerite  R... 

•en,  Alice 

,  Charlotte  S 

%  Abigail  M 

y,  Mrs.  Anna  E 


Date  of  Death 


Place  of  Death 


Oct.      26, 1918 

Oct.  23,1918 
Oct.  25, 1018 
Oct.   10, 1018 

November,  19 18 
Oct.       15, 1918 

Oct.  30, 1918 
Nov.  2, 1918 
October,  1918 
Nov.  14, 1018 
Dec.        5. 1918 


Oct 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Aug. 
Oct. 
April, 


30, 1018 

11,1018 

9, 1918 

8, 1917 

11.1910 

1018 


St.  Vincent's  Hospital,  New 

York  City 
Ship  Yards,  Philadelphia 
U.  S. 
Presbyterian  Hospital,  New 

York  City 
U.  S. 
Washington  Park  Hospital, 

Chicago,  111. 
U.  S. 
California 
U.  S. 
U.  8. 
South  Highland  Infirmary, 

Birmingham,  Ala. 
U.  S, 
Chicago 
U.  S. 
U.  S. 

Charleston.  S.  C. 
British  Ex.  Forces,  France 
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American  Red  Cboss  Dietitians  Who  Died  iir  War  Sebyicc  ob  as  a 
Result  op  Disability  Contracted  Therein 


Dietitian 

Jury,  Irene  I 

Keech,  Cara  Mea 

MorsCf  Meda 

NorcroBR,  Olive   

Peck,  Marian  Helen 

Wind,  Hortense  Elizabeth 


Date  of  Death 


Dec.  9, 1918 

Oct.  18, 1918 

Dec.  24, 1918 

Sept  26,1918 

Feb.  17|I919 

Dec.  10, 1918 


Place  of  Drat h 


Xaval  Hospital,  Pelliam  Bav 

Park,  Xew  York 
Base  Hospital  No.  68, 

France 
Camp  Taylor.  Louisville,  Ky. 
Camp  Dix,  N.  J. 
France 
Norfolk,  Va. 


INDEX 


Lbramson,  Mrs.  Jennie  A.,  on  con- 
ditions at  Vittel,  France,  601 
Palestine  CommisBion,  892 
loGueil  Franco-Americainf  830 
Lcevedo,  •  Eugenia     L.,     Children's 

Bureau  at  Toul,  766 
.ere,  Palestine,  Red  Cross  hospital 

at,  003 
dams,    Mabel     K.,     assistant    on 
Nurse    Corps     of    the     Public 
Health  Service,  1028 
chief    nurse,    Base    Hospital    No. 

13,  508 
ddison,  Sara  R.,  at  National  Head- 
quarters, 240 
relief  work  in  Greece,  1112 
relief  work  in  Macedonia,  1114 
with  Service  de  8anti,  586 
p-amonti,  Dr.  Aristide,  yellow  fe- 
ver work  by,  14 
irens,    Minnie   H.,   Committee   of 

Transfer,  1021 
director  Central  Division  of  Amer- 
ican Red  Cross,  247 
on  mobilization  of  nurses,  Chica- 
go, 404 
public  health  nursing,  1303 
des,  Red  Cross,  055 
aska,    public    health   nursing    in, 

1338 
bania,  relief  work  in,  1107-1110, 

1182 
baugh,      Rachael      Independence, 

1023 
issignment  of  nurses,  1010 
campaign   for  nurses,  1060 
:hief  of  Division  of  Institutional 
and  Student  Assignment,   1017 
Delano  Memorial  Committee,  1051 
n  influenza  epidemic,  075 
tright,   Josephine,    in   charge   of 
public  health  nursing  at  Vladi- 
vostok, 033 

ford    House,    used    as    hospital, 
721 
xander.  Amy,  Delano  Memorial 
Committee,  1051 


Alexander,  Mrs.  Charles  B.,  Com- 
mittee on  Nurses  for  the  Philip- 
pines, 62 

Allan,  Ida  J.,  chief  nurse  of  U.  S. 
Army  Camp  Hospital  35,  428 

Allen,  Ethan.  Committee,  Memorial 
Fund  to  American  Nurses, 
1048 

Allen,  Mary  Sherman,  president, 
Texas  Red  Cross  State  Nursing 
Committee,  130 

Allen,  Dr.  May,  medical  director  at 
Dinard,  France,  769 

Allenby,  General,  893 

Alliance  Hospital,  Yvetot,  France, 
105 
personnel  of,  106 
work  of,  196 

Allison,  Grace,  chief  nurse  of  U.  S. 
Base  Hospital  No.  4,  339,  443 
on  embarkation  of  unit  of  Base 

Hospital  No.  4,  414 
superintendent  of  nurses  of  Lake- 
side Hospital,  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
328 

Altman,-  Henrietta,  visit  to  devas- 
tated  France,  989 

Alumnse  Societies  of  Graduate 
Nurses,  organization  of,  20 

"Amberine"  treatment  for  bums, 
611 

Ambrose,    Edith,    as    Chautauqua 
nurse,  1055 
at  emergency  hospital  at  Jouy-sur- 
Morin,  608 

American  ambulance,  at  Neuilly, 
France,  535 

American  Committee  for  Armenian 
and  Syrian  Relief,  880 

American   Expeditionary   Forces  in 
France,  485,  632 
nursing  service  of,  634,  665 
shortage  of  nurses  for,  516 

American  Federation  of  Nurses,  af- 
flliation     with     National     Red 
Croes  Society,  71,  74,  94 
organization  of,  71 
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INDEX 


American   Journal    of   yuraing,    on 

civic  obligaliona  of  nurses   for 

Ked  Cross   enrollment,   82 

on  Red  Cross  reorgaDiwtion  and 

hope  ol  mfflliation.  with  nurses, 

74 

puhlirizing  Red  Croaa  event*,    /7 

report  from,  on  Ked  Cross  affilia- 
tion, 71 

reprint  of  Red  Croas  Central 
Committee  circular  on  recruit- 
ing nurwrp,  75 

special    military    number.     May. 
1918,  on  fxtra-cantonment  serv- 
ice. 304.  395.  mi  400,  402,  415 
American    Medical    AsRociation,    co- 
operation   with    American    Red 
Cross,   126 
American  Miasion  hospitals,  volun- 
teer work  in  Silieria,  914 
American  Natinnal  Red  Croaii.  neu- 
tral character  of,  22 

non-Bectarian  cliarRCter  of,  22 

or)2:aniKation  uf,  25 

Relief  Committee,  26 

reorganired,  aim  and  purpose.  75 
American  Nuraes*  Association,  1022, 
1210 

affiliation  of  American  Red  Cross 
niiriu-s  with,  71,  74,  123 

Twentieth     Annual     Convention, 

387-388 

American  Kuraes'  Club,  London.  425 

American  Red  Cross,  cooperation  of, 

with   U.  S,  Medical  Corps,  631 

fureifirn  program  of,  closed,  11H4- 
1915.  tiee  Mercy  Ship  Expedi- 
tion. 

general  reorganization  of,  1009, 
101 

in  France,  establishment  of,  532 

plan  of  nurses'  enrollment  for, 
105 

proclamation   relating   to,   isaued 
liy    President   Taft,    l&ll,    120 
American     Ked     Cross     Cummiseion 

fur  Europe.  484,  612 
American  Red  Cross  Commiaaion  to 

France,  379 
American    Red  Crou  hospital  serv- 
ice, G30,  031 
American  Red  Cross  hospitals: 

Convalescent  Hospital  No.  101, 
Lingfleld,  England,  434 

Convuieacent  Hosnital  No.  102, 
Wimbledon,  Knglaud,  438 

Hospital  No.  5,  Paris,  747 


American  Red  Cross  hoapifvjf 
Hospital  Xo.    100.  731 
lloflpital  No,  101,  Seuillr 

Oil 
ilospita]  No.  103,  Seailij,  Ti 

Oil 
Hospital    No.    1(M,   at  BtminUr 

HoHpiUl   Xo.    105.  604 
Hu<;pital      No.     Um,    »t    ETrtOX. 

France,  609-010 
Hospital     Xu.     110,    at    Coiaej, 
France.  616 

moved  to  V^illera-Dsncourt  6\7 
HoApilal     Xo.     HI,    at    ChlMU 

Thierry,  617 
Hospital     So.    114,   Luxrmboiis. 

622,  770 

transferred   to    FIcurywir-Airt. 
623 
hofluital    in    Xorth    Ruatia,   MO^ 

684 
bnspitals  in   war  zone,  612 
hoapitala,  two  types  of.  532.  5S3 
Military   Hospital    No.    I,  535 
Militury    Hoapit*!  No.  3.  748 
MilitRry    Hospital    Na   4,  Lirei- 

pool.  427 
Military   HoHpital  No.  5,  at  Au- 

tcuil,    France,   599 

recreation  but  of,  601 
Mititarv    Hoapital    No,  6,  at  St 

Cloud.  610 
Military  Hospital   No.  21    ("OW 

way  Hocso^j,  420 
Military  Ht>i*pital  No.  22.  Loniioa. 

430   * 
Military  Hospital  No.  23,  Loodoa, 

430 
Military  Hospital  Na  24,  Loodon. 

430 
Military    Hospital    No.    107,   at 

Jouy-Bur-Morin.  6,  605 

bombed  by  enemy  aviators.  606 
military      hospital,     at     JouiUj. 

France.  003 
military    hoapitala,   operatum  of, 

633 
American   Red  Croaa  Motor  Corp*. 

and      ext  ra-cantomueat     locie*. 

404 
American  Red  Cross  Nuraing  Scrr- 

ice.     S€€  Nursing  Service. 
Elxecutive  Committee  of  National 

Committeo  on,  259,  260 
relation  of,  to  Army  Nun*  Corn. 

313 


iVH^HVB             INDEX                                                         f 

American   Red  Cross  officials   sub- 

Anglican order,  nursing  services  of,               ^M 

ject  to  military  jurisdiction  of 

in  Civil  War,  8                                          ■ 

United    SUies,   534 

Angouleme,  France,  Red  Cross  dis-               ^| 

l^mcrlcan  Red  Cross  Bureau  of  Per* 

pensarv  at.  83M                                              ^M 
"Annex,"  tirst  American   Retl  Cross                ^M 

wmnrl.  373 

Amcrii-an  Red   Cross  Headquarters, 

liuHpitul  in   Nortli   Russia,  080,                ^| 

23.1.  23B 

■ 

imeriran     Red     Cross     Town     and 

Anselmi,   Kmilia  Malateata,  Italian               ^M 

Country  Nursing  Service,  name 

representative   at   Cannes   Con-               ^M 

changed    to    Bureau    of    Public 

ferenee.  1138                                                   ■ 

Health  Nursing  Service,  347 
\merican    Relief    Clearing    House, 

Apted,    Mrs.    Susan,    at    American                ^H 

Red    Cross    Military    Hospital               ^M 

531 

No.  d,  at  Auteuil,  OOl                                   ■ 

Vmerican     troops,     brigsded     with 

Aguitania,  collision  with  U.S.  8ha*0,                 H 

French  and  British,  570 

727                                                                      ■ 

sent  to  Silieria,  Dll 

Archer,    Frnncea    B.,    Chateau    dea                H 

American      Women's      War      Relief 

llulles  hospital,  781                                      ^M 

Fund,  Committee  nf.  146 

Archer,  Heatrice,  Palestine  Commis-                ^M 

Imiens,  air  raid  on,  406 

sion.  8t»2                                                           ■ 

conditions      at      evacuation      of. 

Arizona,  ruriil   nursing  in,   122S                       H 

March.  1918,  R3I 

Arkwright,    Mrs.    Preston    S.,    Wo-                ^M 

worlv    of    Children's    Bureau    at, 

man's  Advisory  Committee,  300                ^M 

774 

Armenia,  American  Red  Cross  funds               ^M 

indersun.  Colonel  Ilenrv   W.,  Cora- 

for.  891                                                             ■ 

miflflioner    for    Balkan    States, 

Armenia  Proper,  888                                          ^| 

1083,   1100 

Armenian  and  Syrian  Relief.  Amer-               ^M 

mwljcal    director     in     Roumania, 

lean  ComunttL'e  uf,  8H9                                ^M 

1128 

Armories),      Rt*d      Cross     emergency                ^| 

organization     of    American     Red 
Cross     Coramissiun     for     Rou- 

nurs4?s supplied  to,  62                               ^M 

Armstrong,  Dr.  K.  K.,  medical  chief,                H 

mania,  882 

Ohfttelet  hospital,  779                                   ■ 

nderson,  Eva,  public  health  nurs- 

Armstrong,  Mrs.   W.   N,,   in   Army                H 

ing.  1303 

Nurse  Corps  legislative  efforts,                H 

nderson.    Frances,   3G1,  362 

■ 

nderaon,    Mrs.     Ijirr.,    Town     and 

Army,    relation    of    nursing   service                 H 

Country     Nursing     Commiltw. 

to,     310-386.      Hee    alao    under                 ■ 

1210 

Nursing  SiTvice.                                             ^M 

nderson.  Lyda.  at  National  Head- 

Army  nnd    Navy   Nurse  Corps,  in-               ^M 

quarters,  240 

ereatJ*^-  of  salary,  374                         ^^^H 

director,     Southwestern     Division 

domentic  service,  374                           ^^^H 

of    American    Red    Cross,    246, 

overseas  duty,  374                                ^^^H 

1038 

regulations    regarding    unifortnn,         ^^^| 

nursing  school  in  Constantinople, 

374                                                                 ■ 

1170 

Army  Nurse  Bill,  defeat  of,  60                          H 

on  Austrian  soldier,  170 

efforts  for.  67,  OH,  09                                         ■ 

on  care  of  wounded  in  Vienna  Red 

Armv  Nurse  Corps,  appointment  to,                ^1 

Cross   hnspitiW.   1«8 

■ 

on  difHcutties  with  individuals  of 

beginning  of  ofBcial  existence  of,         ^^^| 

units.  171 

42                                                                 ^^M 

on  neruian  examination  of  travel- 

bill relating  to  rank  In,   1070               ^^^| 

lers  cro.saing  the  Isirder.  171 

deht  of.  to  Dr.  McGee,  46                                V 

on  shortage  of  food  and  aupplies 

to    Surgeon-General    Sternberg,                H 

in  Vienna,  169 

■ 

supervis^ir   of   Mitcv   Ship   Expe- 

definite organization  of.  70                            H 

dition   Uni:   K.   TUS 
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Wsr.  7 

Mother  Anthony  O'Connell.  nursing 
(lervioM  of.  in  Civil  \V«r,  7 

Mott,  Mrtt.  Joltn  R..  recruiting  relief 
numcA  for  Poland.  1085 

Moufflard.  Mile..  tulKTculoHie  pre- 
vention work  in  Pari*,  R47 

Jtfount,  Miss,  appointed  for  Philip- 
pine ser^'ire,  6.1 

Mountain  Division  of  Red  Cross, 
247 

MoOMPau.  Dr..  public  health  work 
at  Bordeaux.   Frnnce,  706 

Mulvitle.  .loH*<phinr,  Cttantauqua 
nurse,  1U55.  KK'jT.  HlSH 

Mumford,  John,  aid  in  Chautauqua 
campaign.   1058 

Munro,  Mr  .  on  transfer  of  nutrition 
service  to  heulth  service.  U37 

Munroe.  Mrs,  '•eiirge,  »«fH>ntmr  for 
American  Amlmlancv  nt  Nruil- 
ly.  France,  A.ln 

Murlin.  Major.  F<nk1  and  Nutrition 
DiviMtoit  ni  Army,  1400 

Murphy.  Colom*!  Fred  T..  director, 
itasc  HoHpital  Xo.  21.  407 
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Xational   Committee  on   Red   Crosa 

Nelson,   Mary  C,  snpen'isor,   work 
with  children  at  Dinard,  France, 

Xurtiing    Service,    meoting   held 

June  20.  1917,405 

700 

enrollment    of    calorcd    nurBca, 

Nelann.  Mary  K.,  Chautauqua  nurse. 

403 

1055 

nurws*  enrollment  plan.  102 

director  of  public  health  nursing, 

NatiopHl   Emergency  A&8ocifttion   of 

1303 

Women     Pliyfliciana.     offer     of 

on  work  at  American  Red  Crosa 

S|>ani8h-American  War  services 

hospital  at  St.  Valery-en-Caux, 

from.  40 

108 

National    Red    CroAH    Headqimrlcra, 

supervisor    of   Alliance   Hospital, 

building    of.    by    Capt.    Jamt'M 

Yvetot,  France.  107 

ScrymHer.   12 

superviwr,    American    Red    Crosa 
HospiUl    No.    100,   at    Evreux, 

National   Rt-d  Croas  ideals,  original 

conception  of,  for  United  States, 

530.  000 

13 

volunteer   service   at   St.   Valerv, 

National   Red  Cross  Society,  affilia- 

530 

tion  with  American   Federation 

work  at  Edpital  Ausnliare,  iVo.  5>, 

of  Kiirgcs.  04 

100 

Naval  Affairs  Bureau,  American  Red 

work  of,  in  France,  550,  500 

Cross,  tifll 

Nelson,  Sophie  C.  chief  nurse.  ChA- 

Naval  Hospital  Corps  achools,  712 
Naval    training    units,    in    schools. 

tcau  dca  //aJ/f»  hospital.  781 

nursing  director,  1105 

000 

Neale.  Franco,  captured  by  Germans, 

Naw  baae  hospitals,   equipping   of» 

1018.  404 

«fiO 

chlhl  welfare  work  at.  771 

organization  of,  6H1 

NeufthAtean,      France,      dispensary 

Navy,  in  Euronean  War,  085 
Navy  League.  \\'omen*B  Section,  260 

and  hospital  at,  402 

traveling  dispensaries  at,  548 

Navy  Nurse  Corps,  080 

Neuilly,    France,    American    Ambu- 

asHignrnpiit ni    Red   Crosa  nurses 

lance  at,  535 

to.  GSU 

American  Red  Cross  Hospital  No. 

equipnii'nl  of,  fiOO.  608 

101  at.  611 

EstJier    V.    Hn«san,   first   superin- 

Neville,  Ida   K..   work   at   dock   in- 

tendent.  OSft 

lirmary  at  Rordeatix.  1012 

Insignia  of.  005,  607 

Nevins.    Georgia    Marquis,     Delano 

regi>liiti<)'is  <^f'  715 

relations     with     American     Red 

MpHKiriHl  Committ4*e.  1051 

delegate    to    Ninth    International 

CVoBH  Nursing  Service,  680 

Red     Cross     Conference,     1912, 

requirements  of,  087 
salaricH  of.  MOT 

124 

director  Potomac  Division  of  Red 

eervicp  in   Ji^rnpean  Wsr,  600 

Cross,  240 

unifnrtiiH    uf.   (104-000 

first  meeting  of  National  Commit- 

Navy Opernling  Team  No.  1,  741 

tee  on  Red  Cross  Nursing  Serv- 

Navy Opera  ling  Team  Xo.  2,  745 

ice.  102 

NavT  staLinn  ho»«pilals.  organisation 

head  of  Garfield  Hospital,  Wash- 

of.  (m 

i]i):ton,  30 

Navy  units  in  schools.  OOH 

in   Army   Nurse  Corps  legislative 

Near  East  ri-lirf  work.  007 

efTort.  08.  70 

Neeleman.  Dr.   Charles,  medical   di- 

inslruction  for  women,  1352 

rector   of   Le    dandier    colony. 

National  Committee.  HI 

818 

Nrttionsl   Committee  of  American 

Nelson,  Mal>et,  relief  work  in  Mon- 

Red Cross.  058 

tenegro.  1104 

National  Committee  on  Red  Cross 

work  Vn   Halkan>».  1107 

Nursing  Service,  0.*),  249 

Nelson,  Mary  C,  child  welfare  work 

on    enrollment    in    the    Nursing 

at  Toulouse,  France,  795 

L_                        

Service,  357 

i 
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NevioB.   Georpa  MnrquiR,   superin- 

tendentei'  Bcwiety  rcprt-ftonlntivp, 

committw  for  nffiliatinir  orguri- 

ized    nurHes    with    Rra    Crns«, 

87 
New  Albany,  Imliana,  nursing  Berv- 

ite  Kt/l917.  ia« 
New  Cnstlp.  IndiHiiB,  nar»ing  wrvice 

«t.  1917,  13rt 
New  Kngland  Division  of  the  Amer- 

ic«n  Ked  CroitB.  244 
New  Httven  Hospital,  Nurses*  Train- 
ing School  entaUUKhod  at,  in 
New  York  Auxiliarv   No.   3.  duties 

of.  27 
New  York  Bureau  of  Nuraea'  Equip' 

ment.  307.  370.  382 
New  York  City  Branch  of  American 

Red  Crona.  orpaniwition  of,  21 
New  York  Citv  Training  School  for 

Nuraen  Alumnip,   deaire  of,   for 

Red  CroM  aniliiition.  HO 
New  York  County   Nurnrfc"   AoHOCia- 

tion.  diaruftKion  liy.  of  relationa 

with  Red  CntHM.  ftO 
New  York  Ked  C'rnns  Hranch.  nddi- 

tionnl     BtipulalionM     re^mrdin); 

nurtiing  aervice  with  Red  Crosu, 

7JI 
New  York  State  Nurae  Regtiitration 

Art,  79 
Newell,  Lavlnia  H„  Woman'a  Advla- 

ory  Coinniitlee.  3(K) 
Ncninan,     Dr.     H.     II,.    director    of 

Mercy  Ship  I'nil  O.  167 
general  operator  of  (Serniun  mil* 

itary  hoApititl  at  Ko*)el.  100 
joitiH  br  Shoddy's  jrroup  for  Rua- 

Hiu,  1(17 
NewHoin.   Mrs.    Klla   K.,   Civil  War 

nuraiiif;  Aerviee«  of,  11 
Newton.     Dr.     PMIip.     di  rector    of 

Mercy  Ship  I  nit  U.  15(1 
in  charffc  nf  flyiiiK  tWdd  hoapital  In 

TEuA.^iiin  army,    l.M> 
Nicholtt.   Kmma   M.,  National  Com- 

niitt<^>  iif   American   Rod  CroM, 

in,  B58 
National  Committee  on  Red  Crow 

NurMliiic  S*.rvin'.  U5.  127.  241» 
NicMT.  John.  3rt3 
Nifrhtingate,  Klorenre,  414 

and       Mn  itary      engineering       in 

hoapitalii,     »uperintendene«    of, 

3 
attitude     of,     toward      Mldl«rt^ 

reereution,  4 
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Koyes,  CUra  D.,  Advisory  Commit- 

lee  of  Nightingnip  St-hool.   10-19 
aid    to    secure    rank    (or    Army 

nnrwfR.  1071 
aid  to  sick  nurfleti,  1036 
American  Red  Croee  parade,  New 

York,  420 
and   embarkation   of   unit,   U.   S. 

Armv     Baeo     IfoBpilal     No.     4 

(UkB»idp),  414-415 
appeal  to  niembpm  of  graduating 

c'liLBspi^    of    hoApital    scliooU    of 

nureing*  343 
apnuintmeiit    of,    aa    director    of 

bt'partmcnt  of  Nursing.  1006 
at  Twentieth  Annual  Convention, 

Amorican    NurBCit'    AsBOciation, 

:}B7-388 
chief  nurae  of  Dane  Hospital  No, 

1,  3flO-.1fI2.  374.  370,  383,  393 
circular  letter  to  dietitians,  1370. 

1380 
Committee,    ^temorial     Fund     to 

American  Nursea,   1048 
Cunference    to    consider    nursing 

prnhleiiii*,  253 
coojH^rHtion  of,  with  Army  Nurse 

CnrpB  and  American  Red  Cross 

Nursing  Service.  314,  315.  31H, 

317 
di rector    of    Bureau    of    Nursi ng 

Service,  231 
Director  of  Field  Nursing,  248 
guide  to  infitruction  of  volunteer 

nurses'  aides,  272,  273 
hiatory  of  career,  232 
hospital  supplies*  work.  208 
in     charge     of     nursing     servioe, 

235 
in  influenM  epidemic,  972 

securing  nur>*eB  for,  973 
in  Posen,  U5S 
inspection  in  Albania.  1192 
inspection    in    Florence,    1183 
inspection  in  Greece,  1181-1182 
inspection  in  Montenegro.  1183 
inspection   in  Poland,   1179 
Joint   Xatiunal  Cummittoe.  1047 
Joint  National  Committee  of  Bu- 
reau (if  Information,   1010 
letter     concerning     cxpnnsiim     of 

work  in  surgical  dreaaings,  298, 

290 
letters  of  Miss  Delano  asking  her 

to  join  work  of  Red  Croaa,  233, 

234 


Noyea,   Clara   D.,   letter   of  protest 

against  decision  unfavorable  to 

nurses.  908 
letter  on  conditions  in  Washing- 
ton, Sept.,    1918.  969 
letter  to  Miss  Delano  concerning 

releasing  of  nurses,   1014,   1015 
letter  to  nurses  organising  unit* 

for  the  Armv    (Oct.    12.   1917), 

323 
National  Committee  on  Red  Cross 

Nurning  Service,  249 
National     Committee     to     Securs 

Riink  for  Army  Nurses,  1070 
nursing  stafT.  235 
Nutrition     Member    of    National 

Committee.    1437 
on  cantonment  service,  390 
on  cantonment  Kone  work,  346 
on     nurses'    equipment.    3tl0-366, 

370,  371.  374.  379.  383 
on  nunws'  saUriea.  380 
on  nursing  personnel  of  base  hoa- 

pital  on  embarkation.  415 
on  urganizHtion  of  nursing  servics 

in  France,  572 
organization   of   nursing   staff  of 

Hr8t    Hftv    base    hospitals,    339, 

342.  344* 
plans  for  nursing   school  in  Bul- 
garia. 1167 
plan    of    transfer    of    Bureau    of 

Information.  1021,  1022 
plan  to  recruit  nursea.  1060 
recipient     of    letter     from     Miss 

Louisa  Lw  Schuyler.  6 
recomniendHtiun        for        nursing 

Bcbool  in  Hnlgarin,  1168 
recommendations  to  Colonel  Olds 

after     inspection,     1184,     1185, 

1186 
reports  on  work  of  nurses'  drive, 

202,  293 
res|»nnsibility    for    hospital    sup> 

plies,  207 
retires  as  president  of  American 

Nurses'  Association.   1023 
speaking  Irip  to  nurses,  through 

Cnitefl  Sutea   (Dec,  1917-Jan., 

19181.  317-318 
study      of     Warsaw     conditions, 

1156 
temporary  head  of  Home  Nursing 

Courses.  1366 
tour  of  inspfctinn.  llijO,  1176 
work    during    influenza   epidemic, 

980 
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Noyce,    Clara    U.,    work    for    home 
'  mirKing  coiixflM.   1306.   1307 
work     for     nurEting     scbool      for 

Poland,  115S 
work    (or   rank  for  Army  nnrsefl, 

1074-1076 
work  to  recruit  nurseB.  069 
Noyon,    Fmnco.    captured    by    Ger- 

manii,  1918,  464 
Nuno.  Christine,  aid  to  Bick  nurses, 

1035.  1030 
Nuriw  Corpa,  Navy,  680 
Nur»e   Corpii  of   thr   Public   Hfiiltli 

Service,  development  «tf,  348 
Nurne   Corpfl   of   the   Veterana*    Bu- 
reau. 1030 
Nurse      Kducation,      International, 

1145 
Nurses.     afBUalton    between     Army 
Nur«e    Corps    and    R«d    Cron, 
96 
American     RinI     Cross     affiliated 
with  American  Nuraes'  Aattocia- 
tion.  123 
Mailed  to  Navy  Nurse  Corps, 

694 
asHJ^Tird  to  Naw  base  hoapitals, 
602 
"brotlier   rulin;?,*'   763 
colored,  enmUiuent  of,  during  Eu- 
ropean War.  405-100 
convalescent     home     for.     at     Lo 

Croisic,  France.  613 
distribution  of,   in   France,  763 
enrollment  of.  in   Ttcf^l  Cross,  dis- 
ruHflion  of,  80 

MiBi*  Delano's  reports  on.  380, 
290 
Naw  Corps  requirrrocnta  for,  687, 

001 
public  health,  shortage  of,  701 
runtoriit       ronceming       treatment 

abrond.  261.  262 
school    for,   C^natantinoplo,    1168, 

1169 
state  societies  of  nurses,  entitled 
to  Red  CroHS  niemlH>rship,  112 
teaching  under  Red  Cross  basuier, 

discussion  of.  80 
tvpes  of  service  of,  in  EuropMn 

War,  714 
type  uf  work  of.  13441346 
vUtCcuaM  fPenfantM,  800 
war  nur^in^r  prolan),  254-2A8 
Nurses'  aides.  Red  Cross.  764 
«Mi|rned  to  foreign  sorvioCa  646 
question  of,  260 
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Cursing  Service,  budget  syBtem  for, 

in   England,  435 
Bureau  of,  231 

contract  form  for  Philippinea,  63 
emergency,    organization    of,    by 

Florence  Nigntingale,  2 
enrollment  in  Great  Britain,  436 
in  Eastland  disaster,  1915,  135 
in  France,  502,  505,  510 

need  of,  620 

standards  of,  527 
proposed  handling  of,  94 
Tursing     Service,     American     Red 

Cross,     additional     enrollment 

(1918)    in,  510 
American    £bEpeditionary    Forces, 

634 
assignments  to  Xavy  base  hospi- 
tals. 692 
discipline  in  overseas  service,  210 
duties  of,  251,  252 
educational   work  of,  in   Siberia, 

934 
Executive  Committee,  263 
foreign     program     closed,     1915, 

226 
food  supply  in  France,  513 
head  of,  qualiBcations  for,  562 
Headquarters,  236,  237 
in  France,  618 

organization  of,  572 
in  Italy,  schools  of,  871 
in  Near  East,  907 
in  Siberia,  916,  929 
meaning  of,   1265 
National   Committee  on,  95,   127 

duties  of,  249-251 

nurses'  enrollment  plan,  102 
relations  with  Navy  Nurse  Corps, 

689 
-elation    of,    to   the   Army,   310- 

386 
it  time  of  Armistice,  631 
mse  hospitals,  310,  316,  327 

assignment  of  nurses  for,  spe- 
cial diseases,  to.  345 

British  Base  Hospitals,  338 

contract  between  American  Red 
Cross  and  Lakeside  Hospital, 
Cleveland.  Ohio,  336 

contract  between  American  Red 
Cross  and  parent  'mstitutions 
undertaking  organization  of, 
336 

equipment  of.  333.  339 

establishment  of,  338 

mobilization  of,  338 


Nursing     Service,     American     Rod 

Cross,   base   hospitals,   muster- 
rolls  of,  335,  336 

nurses'  aides,  335 

nursing  staff  of,  334,  335 

personnel  of,  334-336 

supplementary  and  replacement 
hospitals,  338 
Bureau  of  Sanitary  Service  under 

the  Department  of  Military  Re- 
lief, organization  of,  346 
cantonment  zone  service,  346-348, 

390 

assignment  to  Camp  Sherman^ 
406 

assignment  of  colored  nurses  at 
Camp  Sherman,  Ohio,  405 

assignment  of  individuals  to, 
411-412 

at  Muscle  Shoals  Sanitary  Dis- 
trict, 403-404 

courtesies  shown  to  nurses,  397 

recreation  houses  for  nurses, 
397-398,  404 

spirit     expressed     by     reserve 
nurse  on,  412 
development     of     physio-therapy, 

344-345 
discussion    between    Miss    Board- 
man  and  Dr.  George  W.  Crile, 

327 
embarkation  of  nurses,  413 
emergency  detachments,  310,  316, 

341 

duties  of,  342 

organization  of,  341,  342 

personnel  of,  341 

value  of,  342 
enrollment  of  nurses,  320-323 
equipment  and  uniforms,  323,  367- 

386 

Bureau  of  Nurses'  Equipment, 
363 

cabled  request  by  General 
Pershing  for  nurses'  equip* 
ment,  381 

equipment  of  nurses  by  Amer- 
ican Red  Cross,  415 

uniform     of     American     Army 
nurse,  357,  376-386 
extra-cantonment     zone     service, 

345-348 

appropriation  of  funds  for  uni- 
forms and  equipment,  372 

cooperation  of  U.  S.  Public 
Health  Service,  Army,  and 
Red  Cross,  398-309 


^^m         1540                                       INDEX 

^^^^B            Kursing     Service.     Aaieritran      Red 

m 

^^^^H                   Cross,     extra-cantonment     zone 

^^^^H                     service,   dutien    of    nurtw«,    390. 

^^^m 

^ 

^^^^H                        in    infectioua    and    communi* 

■ 

^^^H                                cable  iliaeaBefl.  40il;405 

■ 

H^^II^^^^H 

^^^^^H                        to  pandemic  of  S|»antiili  influ- 

m 

B^^HI^^^^H 

^^^H                             pnza   (1018-nilOl.  403 

^ 

^^^^H^^^^l 

^^^H                boBpituI   units.  310.  31tl,  327 

n 

^^^^H^^^^H 

^^^^H                     ei|uipment  of,  34(1,  341,  344 

M 

^^^^n^^^^^H 

^^^^H                     eMtahlifihment  of.  340.  344 

■ 

^^^^II^^^^H 

^^^^f                    medical  sections.  344 

■ 

l^^ll^^^^l 

orgaoizatiou  of,  340.  344 

T( 

^^^^ll^^^^l 
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so 

purpose  of,  340 

Red  Cron  Chapters  and,   340. 
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Red  Cross  nurses  and,  344 
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surgical  scctinnB,  340,  341,  344 

,                                      insignia.  357.  386 

f 

laundry  allowance,  385 

local  Red  Croiw  Chapter  and  hajw 

u 

hospital  unit,   relation  of,  334, 

330 

marine  hospitals.  348 

CI 

Mexican  border  service,  34fl-357 

^^ 

organiution   of   unita,   310,   315, 

■ 

320-321 

■ 

Red  Crotis  Commission  for  France* 
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imiij^nia  of.  374 

w 

Red   Croaa   division   offices,  cstab- 

oa 

lixliment  nf,  342 

Red   Crotis   public   health   nurses, 

■ 

300-400 

■ 

regulations     governing     the     em- 

Ti 

ployment      of      Americnn      Hcd 

CroMs  in  time  of  war,  334-335, 

Fi 

341 

reserve  nurw*,  for  Mexican  border 

service,  insignia  uf,   Sfl? 

in 

requirements     for     enrollment, 

3r»i-3r.2 

b 

removal  of  Red  CroM  from  cap 
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of.  37« 

Jc 

uniform  of.  368-300 

wearini^  uf  brsMUird  by,  3C8 

lei 

remcnsibilitiew  of    American    Red 
CrosA,  41.V41U 
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Roman  Cnthfdic  HiMerhoods.  uni- 

forms and  insignia,  370-378 
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Nutting,  M.  Adelaide,  president, 
American  Federation  of  NurBcs, 
71. 

report  on  output  of  nurses  from 
training  schools,  255 

resolution  for  rank  of  Army 
nurses,  1074 

Superintendents*  Society  Commit- 
tee to  effect  nurses'  and  Red 
Cross  affiliation,  74 

Town  and  Country  Nursing  Com- 
mittee. 1219 

Town  and  Country  Nursing  Serv- 
ice, 1219 

Work  of  Committee  on  Nursing, 
265 
Nutrition  Service,  meeting  of  mem- 
bers; transfer  planned,  1437 

report  of,   1438 


3'Donnell,     Grace,    hospital    train 
duty,  500,  636 

3'Donnell,  Mary  A.,  work  in  Cuba, 
64 

yHara,   Anne,   nursing   service    in 
Serbia,  1119 

yKeefe,  Elizabeth  E,,  reserve  nurse 
on  Mexican  border,  354-355 

)'Laughlin,   Mrs.  Callan,  volunteer 
nurse,  241 

)'Malley,  Anne  L.,  Palestine  Com- 
mieaion,  892 

VNeill,      Dr.      Frances,      director, 
Chdteau  dea  Ballea  hospital,  781 

)ades,  Miss,  relief  work  in  Albania, 
1422 

>bear,    Evelyn,    nursing    service    in 
Roumania.  1126 

Icean  escort  duty,  719 

*elker,  Mademoiselle^  child  welfare 
work.  Paris,  815 

thio,  early  substitution  by,  of  State 
Nursing    Associations    for    Red 
Cross  nursing  committee,  86 
floods,  1913,  132 

his,  Joan,  volunteer  nurse,  241 
Id  Colony  Club,  mobilization  sta- 
tion for  nurses,  420 

Did    Howard    Association,"   yellow 
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